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HE  Atyt  of  Chymiftry,  {Honoured  Sir)  although  in  its  Speculations 
moft  Noble  and  Delectable  to  a  Philofophick  Mind,  and  in  its  • 
Practice  highly  Infervient,  and  Beneficial  to  Mankind ;  yet  hath 
it  not  efcaped  the  Obloquies,  and  falfe  Imputations  of  Detractors, 
and  Calumniators,  who  either  through  Ignorance,  Idlenefs,  or 
Envy  (or  all  of  them  conjoin'd)  have  made  a  falfe  Reprefenta- 


tion  of  this  moft  Noble  Art  to  the  World,  and  endeavoured  to  fet  Mankind  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  that  which  is  its  higheft  intereft  to  court.  For  whicfi  caufe, 
fuch  Writings  as  Promulge,  and  offer  at  the  advancing  of  the  Chymical  Art^  ftand  in 
need  of  fuch  a  Patron  as  is  able  to  defend  them  againft  all  the  Cavils  of  Pride,  Envv, 
and  Ignorance. 

And  if  the  Exquifite  Parts,  and  Profound  Learning  in  the  more  Abftrufe  Philo- 
fbphy,  together  with  a  Long,  and  Indefatigable  Scrutiny  and  Labour  in  the  Chy- 
mical  Art,  accompanied  with  a  happy  Practice  in  the  Honourable  Faculty  of  Phy- 
fick,  be  fit  Ac^^ompliflimcnts  to  Entitle  one  a  of  this  Are ;  then  are  thofe 

Excellencies  all  met  and  Concentred  in  your  felf,  as  is  evident  to  the  whole  World 
by  your  Curious  and  Learned  Epiftle  to  and  his  Anfwer  to  it,  which 

anfwer  will  be  a  Lafting  Teftimony  of  your  great  Worth  and  Merit. 


For  certainly,  Sir,  it  is  no  fmall  evidence  of  your  Worth  and  Abilities  in  the 
Tyrotecimick  Art,  that  a  Philofopher  who  had  been  more  than  forty  years  an  Adept ^  in 
all  that  time  Ihould  not  find  three  Perfons,  befides  your  felf,  whom  he  thought  wor¬ 
thy  to  make  certain  of  the  truth  of  what  they  fought,  and  afpired  after,*  and  yet 
gave  you  an  Ocular  SatisfaClion  and  Certitude  of  that  which  Thou  fands  havedefi^: 
red  to  fee,  but  could  not :  And  further  ferioufly  profefiing,  that  if  he  had  hid  the 
fame  liberty  from  his  Mafter,  that  fome  Adepts  enjoy,  that  he  would  have  revealed 
to  you  the  whole  Secret, 


A 


I’hefe 


5. 


*1. 


7“ he  Epflle  Dedicatory, 


Thefe  things  have  induced  me  humbly  to  offer  this  Book  to  your  Patronage,  not 
doubting  but  under  your  Name  and  Protection,  it  will  be  able  to  overcome  many 
Difficulties,  and  ob&ain  a  free  paffage  in  this  our  En^lif?  World,  to  the  benefit  ana 
advantageof  many  well-dirpofed  perfons,  who  feck  after  Honeft,  Profitable,  and 
Commendable  Arts,  which  I  am  fully  perfwaded  was  the  chief  end  of  the  Author 
in  Writing ;  and  I  am  fure  is  mine  in  Tranflating  his  Works.  You  are  throughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Glauber  s  Writmgs  ^youknow  his  Menftruums,and  his  Medicines, and  arc 
able  to  atteft  the  truth  of  what  others  may  account  falfe  and  impoffible.  As  for  fuch 
of  them  as  concern  the  higher  Claffes  of  Chymiftry,  I  fliall  fay  nothing  (being  yet 
but  ad  Corinthum  yergem)  but  commit  them  to  your  Mature  Judgment,  and  Pro¬ 
tection,  humbly  craving  your  pardon  for  this  my  prefumption,  and  for  what  Errors 
or  Overfights  I  may  have  committed  in  this  Work  ,•  and  defiring  your  Favourable 
Acceptance  of  thefe  my  poor  Endeavours.  I  take  leave  to  conclude  with  a  paffage 
of  the  abovementioned  Excellent  ^UnDanU0.  J  am  fully  perfwaded^  that  by  the 
!Blef/tng  of  God  upon  your  Sagacious  Labours^  youtiaill  at  length  obtain  that  'Ufhich  mil  abundantly 
Compenf ate  your  ^ains  and  Cofl.  To  which  I  adjoin  my  own  hearty  Wifhes  ;  and  that 
after  you  have  been  as  happy  in  this  World,  as  true  Philofophy  can  make  a  Man, 
you  may  be  Eternally  Happy  in  that  which  is  to  come.  .  lam 


V 


Jn  Honourer  of 


I 


1 


Your  Hame  and  Learnir^l 


CHRISTOPHER  PACKE. 
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THE 


THat  the  Art  of  Chymiftry  is  very  ufeful  and  highly  ferviceahle  in  Thyfckjy  Chyrurgery^  Husbandry^  and 
Mahamck^  Arts^  is  long  fince  evinced  by  the  Excellent  Mr,  Boyl  {the  Honour  both  of  our  Age  and 
Country)  in  his  Experimental  Phtlofophy,  or  Philofophick^EJfays  ;  who  in  Eflay  I.  and  II-  Jhsws  that  the 
Examination  of  the  Juices  of  Human  Bodies,^  by  the  Art  of  Chymiftry,  may  iliuftrate  their  Vfe  and 
Nature.  And  that-  by  it  may  be  Explicated  the  Nature  of  our  fever al  Digefiions,  and  their  Aberrations.  And  af¬ 
terwards  VIII.  pag  194.  /peaking  of  the  advantages  that  Chymiftry  affords  to  the  Therapeiitick  or  Cura¬ 
tive  part  of  Phyfck,^  (which  is  the  chief  and  principal)^  and  to  which  all  the  other  parts  are  Jubfervient)  is  pleafed 
to  exprejs  himfelf  thus :  I  cannot  but  think  that  if  Chymiftry  did  no  more  than  affift  us,  by  the  refolution  of  Bo¬ 
dies,  to  extricate  their  more  adive  parts,  and  partly  by  fuch  Refolutions,  and  partly  by  aflbciaring  Bodies 
together,  to  alter  the  former  Texture  of  Matures  produdions,  or  prefent  us  with  new  Concretes  of  new 
Textures ;  by  this  very  means,  if  Men  want  not  Curiofity  and  Induftry,  to  vary  and  profecute  Experiments, 
there  muft  neceflarily  arife  fuch  a  ftorc  of  new  and  adive  Medicines,  that  in  all  probability,  many  of  them 
will  be  found  endow’d  with  fuch  vertue  as  have  not  been  (at  leaft  in  that  degree)  met  with,  in  the  ufual  Me¬ 
dicines,  whether  Simple  or  Compound,  to  be  bought  in  Apothecarys  Shops ;  and  confequently,  even  without 
any  notable  difcovery,  or  improvement  of  Principles,  Chymifts  (even  as  Matters  now  ftand  with  them)  may 
confiderably  add  to  the  Pharmaceutical  part  of  Phylick.  But  if  the  Operations  of  Chymiftry  were  ferioufly 
enquired  into,  and  throughly  underftood,  I  make  little  doubt,  but  by  a  skilful  Application  of  them,  and  e- 
fpeciallybya  feriesof  them,  in  a  Rational  and  Orderly  way  fucceeding  one  another,  there  may  be  found 
out  a  great  many  preparations  of  Remedies,  both  very  different  from  the  common  Ones,  and  far  more  No- 
blethanthcy.  And  prefent  ly  after  he  adds.  Thatif  we  had  but  a  few  Potent  Menftruums  to  diflblve  and  un¬ 
lock  Bodies  with,  I  fcarce  know  what  might  not  be  done  in  Chymiftry.  Then  further  in  that  EiTay  where  he 
treats  of  the  ufefulnefsof  Chymiftry  to  the  Empire  of  Man  over  the  Inferiour  Works  of  Nature  5  he  proceeds  to  [hew 
that  On'pxmdx'p  is  very  ferviceable  to  Husbandry  in  all  its  parts,,  and  to  other  prof effions  that  ferve  to  provide  Men 
with  Food  or  Raiment,^  or  do  otherwife  minifter  to  the  Neceffities  or  Accomodations  of  Life,  as  Bakers,  Brewers, 
Dyers,  &c. 

Thus  far  this  Learned  philofopher  ;  To  which  I  fit  all  only  add  this,,  That  if  when  he  wrote  thofe  Effays,  Chymifts 
were  able  to  contribute  fo  much  to^the  Neceffities  and  Convemences  of  Mankind,,  when  Chymiftry  but  young  in 
England,  and  but  few  Chymifts  who  were  accurate  in  their  Operations,  and  perhaps,  fewer  who  had  any  competency 
of  Learning,  or  fo  much  as  lightly  Ttnfted  with  the  Yizxtxielick  \  if,  I  fuy,  that  it  difeovered  fo great 

alight  when  St  had  but  newly  afeended  our  Horiaon,  and  was,  as  I  may  fay,,  but  in  its  Infancy,  what  affift  ance  may 
now  be  had  from  it,  when  (notwithftanding  all  the  Obftacles,  and  unkind  ufage  it  hath  met  withal J  it  is  grown  to  a 
more  virile  Age  and  F’tgour  :  But  although  be  much  enlarged,  and  advanced  in  England,  in  refpebi  of 

the  PH  umbers,  and  Qualifications  of  the  Lovers,  andprofeffors  of  it  \  yet  are  not  Chymifs  free  from  preffing  Dtfad- 
vantages,  not  having  the  freedom  of  admimftring  their  own  Adedlcines,  how  powerful  and  falutiferous  foever,  and 
otherwife  adapted  to  the  Neceffities  of  the  Sick,  than  the  common  Apparatus  of  Phyftck-  So,  that  as  the  Cafe  nov 
ftands,  the  help  and  Succour  which  the  Sick  and  Difeafed  receive  from  Chymical  Pnyfick,,  is  but  very  [mail  to  what 
they  might  have,  if  knowing  Chymifts  had  the  freedom  of  exerciftng  that  Art  in  all  its  parts,  which  with  much  Im 
dttftry.  Labour,  andCofts,  they  have  been  follicitous  to  attain.  But  when  this  diftncoura^emcnt  of  ingenuity  and 
Obftaclc  of  the ptiblick  good,  (hall  become  more  apparent  to  thoje  ifi  whofe  power  it  is  to  redrejs  it,  1  do  not  doubt  but  it 
Will  meet  with  a  Remedy-, 

But  now,  to  give  fome  account  of  my  prefent  undertaking.  I  have  at  length  (by  Cod’^s  help,  and  the  affift  ance  of 
my  Subfertbers)  fmjhed  my  Jranftationof  Glauber’j  VVorks,  and  here  prefent  it  to  the  Reader,  in  the  Englifh 
Tongue.  How  well  J  have  performed  it,  I  muft  fubmit  to  the  judgments  of  o'thtrs  :  1  could  have  been  very  glad  to 

nave 


% 


mgh,  e4ly  ^  of  Us  Latfn  .W  German  Coverii^s,  «>« 

j^Htwr-i  jhuldbe  ong  ,  an  Twer  That  this  was  not  worthy  of  it fo  that  it  feetns  to  sne^ 

into  an  Englifh  j  L  J  pfer-vedit  for  fitter  times  althoHgh  to  be  done  by  one  of  the  meant fi  of  the  Sons  of 

wl£fs  of  Body,  aod  ,ho  mcefiry  Afdrs  of  nsy  LMrasory  would  formsi  me  ,  ku, 

_ Ubi  defint  Vires,  acceptanda  eft  Voluntas. 

/  defresU  Looers  of  Chya^ftry  « 

r  W  U  C>.urJU  ^eey  ,r  US  welU. 

the  Uisour  ifome)  almofi  itjfumortMe)  it  muftyet  have  remained  bid  md  unfervsceabk  to  the  Enghftl  deader  But 
famZ  ancfteeid  mamer  obliged  to  that  fuUick.  fpirited  Oemltman  (ygom  J  ought  to  name  were,  lawful  todo.t 
without  hislLowhofnetyofiredmeaad  put  imomy  hands  am  mcouJiMle  fart  of  the  Mater, als  fonhis  Work., 
ZLhpartalfohidkL  mle  confiderahlethau  it  was,  hadmt  theSpsrttof  fome,  (whounfufily  Under  d,,  )  km  at 
Mca/arJ  Sordid,  as  his  was  Generous.  But  that  Lofs  was,  m  fart,  made  uf  to  me,  by  a  well-minded  rirttfi,  to 

''’fh!vfrrZnlZ"thisB,dlupon  far  better  and  larger  Paper  than  /  propofedto  do  it  in-,  for  at  the  time  of  fitting  forth 
my  If  Propofals,  /  had  not  the  German  piecs,  but  when, hey  came  to  my  hands  upon  a  more  accurate  computation 
7  fh  maJef  I  found  that  if  I  jhuld  go  on  to  do  the  IVork  upon  the  Paper  J  had  propofed,  the  Boo^would  fw,B  to  too 
teat  a  Mcllnef! for  its  breadth  and  length,  and  not  be  only  tU  fsafcd,  tut  tnconvemcnt  to  be  read  By  tins 
ieans  my  Suhfmiers  have  a  much  better  Book  than  I  promifed  them,  although  the  Charge  hath  alfo  been  Confideraily 

‘  The  Reader  hath  all  herein  one  Folumn  which  Glauber  ewr  Printed  as  far  as  I  can  find  upon  diUgentEnqutry  at 
Amfterdam  where  all  his  Writings  were  Printed,  and  where  I  purchafed  the  Original  Copper  PUtes  belonging  « 
Tm  But  whereas,  as  ’lis  /«yi  «rk  Explication  of  Miraculum  Mundi,  f^ie  i77-  ^at  the  Cut  there  defer, bed 
waTnot  Printed  in  the  Latin  Cofiet,  nor  to  k  found  among  the  Original  Plates  ;  yet  notwtthftandtng,  J  wsa  unwih 
lint  that  the  Work,  fhouldgo  without  the  Figure  of  fo  ufeful  a  Furnace  as  that  ts,  for  the  1  orrefytng,  or  Calttmng 
o/ores  and/tparating,  ind  depurat, ng  their  Metals,  fern  which  rtafon  I  have  eaufeditto  be  Delineated  and  Printed 
iith  others  before  the  Continuation  of  Mitaculom  Mundi,  after  page  188.  I  have  alfo  procured  from  the  hand  of 
another  Friend,  who  is  a  Lover  of  airt,  the  Draught  of  the  Refrtgeratory,  Furnace,  or  Infirument  whtch  fervet 
for  the  makint  the  Mercury  of  Wine,  purifying,  and  fixing  of  Argent-vive,  Antimony  Sulphur,  &c.  and 
many  other  ufts  which  an  Ingenious  Artifl  wilt  find  out.  This  Furnace  the  Author  Aways  endeavoured  to  tonceA, 
Z  lltrthes  i,  in  fome  part  tn  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  par,  of  the  Spagyticul  Dlfpenfatory  1»  whth  Defer, p- 
ion  I  have  added, he  F.gme.  The  Figures  of  the  fever  al  Feffeh  and  Jnjhuments  b  long, ng  to.he  Ftfth  Tar,  of,  he 
Furnaces,  are  ref  err'd  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  Fourth  Part,  but  fince,  fens  the  better  orders  fake  I  have  placed  them 

‘'‘TLtVZdoemiZa'Trealifeswere  never  Printed  in  Latin,  but  inthe  CammTongue  only,  viz.  The  Third, 
Fourth,  and  Fifth  Centuries ;  the  Second  and  Third  Appendixes  «  tk  Set-mi.  Pa»  of  she  Spagyrical  Difpen- 
fatory.  ri.r  Book  of  Fires.  ProFetpiue-  Elias  the  Artift.  The  three  Fire- ftones.  1  he  Purgatory  of 
Dminronhers  De  Laoide  Animali. '  The  Secret  Fire  of  Philofophers.  which  1  have  canfed  tobeTranjla- 
being  ignorant  of  the  German  Tony^aO  by  a  perfon  mllskili'dboih  w  the  High- Dutch,  andalfo  in  Chy* 
whereby  J  hope  this  Bookwill  net  be  altogether  nvferviceable  nor  unacceptable  even  to  the  Learned  ;  befides,  all 
The  Works  of  this  Author  that  are  in  Latin  are  very  difficultly  (^if  at  all)  to  be  met  with  at  any  Book: fellers  Shop  in 
London,  andthofe  that  are,  at  a  dear  rate  :  For  when  I  had  entered  upon  this  Transition,  J  was  forced  to  fend  to 

to  have  all  the  L'S.tity  pieces  compleat.  .  ^  j  ,  ^  •  r  rr 

7he  Author  in  many  places  refers  to  his  Opus  Saturni,  Opus  Vegetabile,  W  /k  Concentration  of  Heaven 
and  Earth  rvhkh  Treatifes,  1  am  affured,  were  never  printed  [  at  leaji  under  thofe  I  sties)  which  alfo  feems  to  be 
manifefb  from  his  Epifile  to  the  Firft  Century,  or  General  Appendix,  wherein  he  inculcates,  that  for  want  of  time, 
he  had  inferted  the  jum  of  them  all  in  that  Treatife-  He  alfo  mentions  a  Seventh  part  of  the  Profperity  of  Ger- 
manv  in  the  Preface  to  the  Second  Part  of  Pharmacopeia  Spagyrica,  whtch  was  never  Printed  under  that  Title, 
but  lam  induced  to  believe  it  ts  the  Novum  Lumen  Chy  micum,  partly  appears  by  comparing  it  with  the  forefaid 
Preface  And  it  is  evident  that  in  fome  parts  of  his  Writings  he  hath  mentioned  a  Treatife  by  one  Name,  and  af¬ 
terward  Printed  it  by  another  ,aSyi:htT&hTmom\iimTtx\lzXA%,  which  was  afterwards  Printed  by  the  Name  of 

Exnlicatio  Miraculi  Mundi.  As  for  the  Opus  Saturni,  I  have  heard  that  there  arejome  Mannfcnpt  Copies  oftt,and 
had  hopes  of  obtaining  it  from  two  feveral  hands,  but  both  failed  me.  I  have  been  aljo  informed,  that  there  are  Five 
Centuries  in  Mamifcript  more  than  I  have  Printed^  but  could  never  under fiand  in  what  hands  they  were,  except  one  of 
them  viz  the  fxthy  the  proprietor  of  which  would  not  befo  kind  as  to  let  me  have  it  to  print. 

Jhive  (by  the  advice  of  an  Honourable  Perfon)  left  out  tk  Author'^s  Religious  and  Moral  Digreffions,  where  I 
cculdd  it -without  prejudice  to  the  mattery  as  alfo  his  Apologetical  Writings,  except  his  Apology  againfi  Pavmcx, 
whtch  I  have  printed,  for af much  as  it  is  intermixt  with  many  profitable  Secrets,  which  perhaps,  he  would  not  have  pub- 
lijhed,  at  leafi  notat  that  time  if  they  had  not  been,  as  it  were,  extorted  from  him  by  the  ill  Treatment  of  that  Vn- 

^'^'‘jfouldtTplace  the  feveralTreatifes  inthat  order  which  the  Author  publifited  them,  without  breaking  the  order  of 

the  feveralparts,  as  of  the  Miraculum  Mundi,  Spagyrical  Pharmacopea,  and  Profperity  of  Germany  ;  for  being 
snany  years  in  puhhfinng,  they  were  done  promifcucufly,  but  how  they  fucceeded  one  another  fo  far  as  the  mtuve  of 
Salts  the  Reader  may  fat  is  fie  him f elf  m  the  Preface  to  that  Treattfe.  And  as  his  Writings  were  publijhed  by  piece¬ 
meal  fo  are  the  p-rlncipal  Secrets  he  teacheth,  feattered  up  and  down  tn  divers  parts  of  them,  in  one  place  he  treat. 


Tht  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


tth  of  n  thing  ckfinrdy,  or  bm  in  pan  ;  in  another  place  of  the  fane  thinr  openly  i„~d^re  vh.ch  ho  t.  J - Tj 

tn  the  Other.  Sometimes  he  declares  a  Procefs  very  ovenlx  ommLtr  nyih,  r  ^ ^  n  ^  ^ 

ration,  which  would  feem  to  many  either  impertinent,  or\ot  nece/fary  /0  L  do//”wl 

will  not  facceed  withoit  it.  Ain  ^ance  of  this  mjy  Z  X^Xsal  Mifabilif  T’ 

/cwrc/ywfk  Nature  of  Salts,  but  more  openly  in  the  Second  Part  of  Miramlnn  M  ^  f^^<^beth  ob^ 

w;«fe  Smi  i>4r,  C/ Pharmacopiia  Spagyricrfe  W  ?„ 

tnaheahrid  of  Amam  Potabile,  bn  tnholly  omits  the  addinr  of  a  certain  rentable  Srlohar  ZTl,“t’  '/ 

will  not  anfwer  the  Dcfcription  ;  this  Defefi  he  fupplys  inth'e  Second  Centnn;  ^  which  ^the  work^ 

obvious  to  every  Man^s  Apprehenjion,  I  mean  the  intent  of  the  Author  viz  ^in  AjfeVZn'^^T^''^) 
mabingof  a  Feget able  Sulphur  i,  the  other  Jheweththeiecc f ary  Manual  6 per  ttio/rr  fhews  the^ 

this  he  hath  done  with  all  his  Secrets  on  fet  purpofe,  that  they  jholld  befoundLt  by  nonet  t  'the  IndudtimZ' 

Andthn  hath  given  occafion  to  many,  who  have  not  taken  pains  to  read  him  with  diligence  or  nottZ  ■  A 
tn  Operating  to  reproach  him  for  an  obfeure,  yea.,  even  fora  falfe  Writer  hrcrcnfi  ti  /  ’  ^  ^  experienced 

iked,  the  fault  teas  tn  thcmfdm;  ether  tnnet  pcrceivtngthe  author^,  intent, o  for  their  ownllflf  fif  T 

ly  managing  the  Oper  at, on:  AndSknoto  fome  Perfom  L,  fometime  ftnee  fatd  Glauber  W  beeftoofjr'^f 
Writings,  who  now thtnk^he  hath  wrote  too  plain  ^  r  .«  ceen  too  dark^m  his 

and  Barren  Land  He  indeed  fpeihs  of  federal  7a{f 

Earth,  bat  tbttmth  Common  Sale,  and  L, me,  it  the  chcapeft  of  alf  andaifotfmofelf.etobedonefZfnvPiot 
man,^Lahourer,katnngbHt  once  fient,  done,  may  he  prefently  able  toLnageit.  fhe  fun,  ofltis  Ttr 
mon  Salt  be  tmn'd  from  tt,  fiarpneft,  tnto  an  AlcalUate  Nature  {which  i,  hot  and  fat)  ihtch  ihen  blitsM.Z’ 

FruSUfytng^  Salt-nitrou,  power,  and  ionf  retain  i/in  th- Efth 
whtch  tt  thecaufeof  Al  Growth  and  Pegetation,  as  the  Author  feweth  in  the  Continuation  -“of  Miraculum  Mundl’ 

Semina  vidi  equidem  multos  medicare  ferentes. 

Et  Nitro  prius,  &  nigra  perfundere  amurca  ,* 

Grandior  ut  fectusfiliqluis  fallacibus  eflet,  '  i  ' 

*  '  * 

Which  in  may  found  thus  •  ;  "  .  ’ 

'  ... 

,  .‘i  ■  )\  :  ’ 

Somt  have  I  feen  thetr  Seeds  td  fow  prepare. 

With  Nitre  and  Oyl‘ Lees,  for  they  ly  care 
Will  grow  far  greater,  anA  he  fooner  ripe,  &c. 

The  Lime  muft  be  fpread  upon  the  ground,  where  no  Rain  can  come  to  it,  tiU  it  Me  it  felf  by  the  Air  And  fa 
into  a  Powder  of  ths  Powder  you  areto  take  four  hundred  weight  to  one  hundred  might  of  anf  common  "foul  Salt 
which  IS  too  impure  for  the  ufe  of  the  Kitchen  where  fuch  may  be  had,  otherwife  cleat  Salt  f  for  that  will  be  cheZe^ 
than  Dung)  the  Salt  and  Lime  areto  be  well  mixed,  and  then  moiftened  with  fuch  a  quantity  of  Water  (or  rather 
Vrine  where  tt  may  be  had)  as  will  bring  the  Lime  and  Salt  mixed,  to  the  Gonfifiency  cf  a  (hf  Morttr  ^  Of  the 
Mafs  Balls  are  to  be  made  about  the  bignefs  of  ones  Fiji,  and  laid  under  a  Shead,  or  Hovel  to  dry  •  \'eino-  dried 
they  are  to  be  burnt  in  a  Kiln  as  Lime  is  fi  that  the  Balls  may  be  red  hot  for  an  hour  at  leaf  t  orwhere'no  LimeAfilk 
isnear,  tmymay  beburnt  by  build^^^^  fir jk  with  a  Lay  of  Woody  then  a  Lay  of  Balls  then  Wood 

again,  and  fo  till  allthe  BalU  are  placed  ft  for  burning.  When  the  Balls  are  burnt,  they  are  to  be  air  am  placed  uron 
aFloorunderaShead,  or  Hovel,  where  they  may  be  expofed  to  the  Air,  but  kept  free  from  the  Rain^and  if  you  brU 

them  with  a  Clod-beater  prefently,  the  Air  will  the  fooner  aft  upon  them,  andcaufe  the.m  again  to  fall  into  a  Powder  • 
which  Powder  may  then  be  carried  out  and  fpread,  or  rather  fowedout  of  a  Seedlet,  thicker  or  thinner  as  the  Land 
jball  require.  Provided  this  be  done  m  the  beginning  of  Summer  about  the  time  of  Fallow^  for  that  bein^  many 
Months  before  the  Seed  IS  to  be  fowed,  the  fierynefs  of  this  rich  Compof  will  be  Contemperated  by  the  Utr  and  the 
Earth  andchanged  into  a  Nitrous  fatnefs,  which  joining  it  jdf  with  the  Earth,  is  again  Minetically  attrafled 
by  the  Seed  when  It  IS  fown,  whofe  growtn  is  thereby  fwiftly  promoted,  and  its  Multiplication  much  augmented.  But 
if  any  jboiild  cafi  this  Matter  upon  his  Land  foon  after  it  is  burnt,  and  prefently  after  that  Ihould  fow  his  Seed  in- 
jlead  of  having  a  greater  Crop  than  he ufed  to  have,  he  would  have  a  lefs,  or  perhaps  none,  that  Tear  but  the  next 
Tear,  and  fo  on  for  many  Years,  the  fame  Land  would  bring  forth  plentifully.  Therefore  it  is  neceffary,  that  this 
Matter  Jhould  he  fix  or  feven  Months  fpread  upon  a  Floor,  and  now  and  then  turned  with  a  Shovel  as  you  turn  Malt 
that  It  may  be  C  ontempered,  and  Animated  by  the  Air  ;  or  be  caft  upon  the  Land  fo  long  before  the  Seed  be  fown  The 
reafon  is  the  very  fame  as  with  Dung,  for  none  takes  frefh  Dung  and  fpreads  it  upon  his  Land  when  he  is  about  to 
Jow  his  heed,  for  if  he  fhould,  hts  Seed  would  be  burnt  up  •  but  the  Husbandman  lets  his  Dung  lie  fome  time  to  rot  as 
fe  calls  it,  after  which  he  lays  it  on  his  Land,  and  lets  it  lie  fpread  fome  time  before  he  Plows  it  in  and  all  this  is 
hut  to  Contemper  the  heat  of  the  Animal  Salt  contained  in  the  Dung,  and  turn  it  into  a  Nitrous  Nature,  Thus  much 
I  thought  good  to  fay  about^his  Matter  in  the  plaineft  words,  leaf  any,  not  throughly  under Jlanding  the  Author^s  In^ 
tenmn,  Ihould  me  in  the  fiffi  E.xperimm,  andfo  unjujily  blame  the  Author,  and  forbear  themfeldes  and  deterr  others 

^  ( a )  frcfd 


The  T  KEF  ACE. 


r„„,  «  ,L  NMim.  T,.<  »«#  «'/»  »/  r'^'^iXrdtK  wl".  ^  o4«m»  ./  ,W  £«*«  JaU,  >Mch  » 
„.fe.»io/Salt-p=trei  c/F»o»>'“  ,.a,.y  M,cha,..ckylr».  , 

cf  fnch  tKCOff/parable  life  tn  the  Prepi^iT^i^tion  f  • -irnf'^Mirrp  Snint  of  Salt, 

JSloTP  forafiiiitch  ,ts  inthis  H^orkSoX  Myabl  ts,  ■  wibilh^rr..  m.-.y  mt  havt  the  kfH’^r-le.l^r,  cr  the  cun- 

•vcmcttcyof  preparttt^  them,  /  eeteby  i  ^  .  xi^hith  be  commends  ugairtfi  the  p>eteivy  and  other  Difea- 

Sal  Mkabilis  of  both  forts  that  Sp  u  o  Sa,^  fevigacors.  !  h.s  Panacea  ot'  An- 

fes,  and  alfoto  W  Beer  from  „f  *jf 's”S  Pharmacopoeia  Spagyr.  -te  Explicanon  of 

timony,  Golden  Panacea,  lb  ^  j  „  Anmm  Diaohoreticum,  aijo  the  Tir Am q  of  Gold,  or  An* 

Miraculum  Mundi,  f''"  wlTfk  Irreducible  Blood  of  theLyon)  tnthe  Sixrhpnrt  of,  ^kSpagyri- 

rum  Potabile,  nredifgrtbcd  to  for  tki  accommodate^  cf  Phyfictans,  and 

cal  Pharmacopoeia,  Chap.  22.  U,  r  ^^cellent  ^Medicines,  and  fneh  as  a  Phyfman  mry  hdive  fame 

others,  coho  ftall  have  occafion  to  bay  them.  ,  j.  Medictries  as  wilt  act  a  Bhyfttitn  Idonoitrjwktch 

confidence  ii;  and  indeed,  this  Bronta, ns  for  the  general  Help  and  Comfort 

(Ihopeimbetryabyallthofewho^^ 

of  the  fick.  For  I  freely  confefsy  that  if  Jt  y  .  .  r  ^  i^fg  jq  ^  fit  time^  /  doubt  not  but  I 

had , hi  Foundations  of  it  from  th,  Anther  ■  trith  of  hi,  Wruings,  and 

jhaS  from  thofe  Medicines,  and  that  demonfirattvely  m  matter  ofFaa,ya. 

forcer futiy  emnee  the  JP orth  and  txieiienpioj  larp/mice^i. 

by  the  Curim  of  both  Acute  and  Chrcnick^DiJeajes  ^  ReaHePi  to  all  the  Jna-enious  Lo-. 

And  note  by  way  of  Conclufion^  J  have  only  one  t  m  ^  j  have  undergone  with  fo  much  labour y  and  lofs  of 
vers  of  Chymfiry,  to  redoand  toiyown  hf  ;  my  meaning  iSy  That  / 

time  from  my  private  Concerns ^  meerly  for  t  e  goo  of  0  Curious  Enmiries,  wherein  1  am  to  have  not  the  leajb 
rnigd  not  behh  to  the  charge  and  , roMe^^^^^  it,  and 

profit:  This  J  mention  becaufe  I  have  ■  a  l  n  aeries  in  one  Week-  Now  jhould  this  continue,  andlendea- 

that  fometimes  two  or  three  very  long  ones  wt  IL-  fit'pcnf  all  Cuch  non~con(idertn?  perfons.  truly  1  Jhouldhave 

no  time  isefides  what  this  wouldtah  up,  to  wovt  J f  nreparinc  of  any  thing  for  him,  or  otherwife,whereist 
if  anyjfgeniousrerfonfialtfiand  m  ’  iCu  h  rcLTffgivIL  , he  heft  ajfiftjice  1  can. 

Jmayhaveareafonabkrecornpencefvm  fnmthree  rearsdailyUboiir  and  care  about  this  Work,  andl 

For  lantnowhut  <o»y  Ubora,ory,,he ejfeas  of 

”ti‘'7Titdite‘lwd‘mufatmenmi  Jother,  fhewtLfehaLl  World.  Jnthe  meaatme,  J  wtjh 
which,  if  God  jhall  fee  gooa.,  may  a  »  J  .  a  Studies  and  Labours,  that  thence  the 

^////oweff  tk  may  he  ef  equally  remedied  i,  that  they  may  Cooperate  as 

c/.-  "*  ii'r  ?  ;i,'"  ifiS 
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Philofophical  Furnaces. 

Containing  a  new  Art  of  making  Spirits,  Oyls,  V lowers,  and 

other  Medicaments,  by  the  help  of  the  firft  of  thofe  Furnaces,  after  a  very 
-  caiie  and  peculiar  manner  out  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals  : 
With  their  Chymical  and  Medicinal  ufe. 


A  Preface  to  the  Courteous  Reader. 

I  Have  hitherto  referve  J  to  my  felf  as  Secrets^  feme  peculiar  Parnates  and  compendious  Ways  of 
Dijiilling^  which  with  diligent  fludy  and f peculation  I  found  out  fame  few  years  fince,  hy  which 
many  excellent  Works,  impofihle  to  he  done  hy  the  vulgar  Art,  may  he  performed ;  hut  now 
at  lajl  I  have,  confideringwith  my  felf  how  advantageous  it  may  he  to  the  World,  determined 
conceal  this  Art  no  longer,  hut  for  the  good  of  my  Neighbour  to  puhli[h  it,  hy  giving  to  Chy  mills 
a  perfea  and  fundamental  information  of  this  new-invented  Art,  that  they  may  no  longer  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  fpend  their  Time  and  Money  in  long  tedious  Operations,  hut  may  after  a  more  eafie  way,  hy  the 
help  of  my  Furnaces,  he  able  to  effeCl  many  excellent  things.  Now  this  Book  fhall  he  divided  into 
Five  Parts,  the  firji  whereof  fhall  teach  how  to  huild  a  Furnace,  in  which  incomhuf  ihle  things  are  di- 
ftilled  and  fuhlimed,  and  indeed  fuch  things  which  cannot  he  done  hy  Retort  or  any  other  Tefels,  and 
how  the  Spirits,  Flowers,  and  Oyls  of  Minerals,  and  Metals  may  hy  the  help  thereof  he  prepared,  as 
alfo  what  their  Vfe  and  Vertues  are. 

In  the  Second  Part  fhall  he  fhewed  another  Furnace,  in  which  comhuftihle  things,  as  Vegetables,  Ani¬ 
mals,  and  Minerals  are  dijiilled  and  moji  perfectly  fuhtilized :  hy  help  whereof  many  mofi  excellent 
Medicaments  for  the  cure  of  moJl  grievous  and  otherwife  incurable  difeafes  may  he  prepared. 

In  the  Third  fhall  he  taught  a  certain  new  invention  hitherto  unknown,  of  dijlilling  Burning  Spirits, 
as  of  Wine,  Corn,  Fruits,  Flowers,  Herbs  and  Roots  ;  as  alfo  the  Waters  of  Vegetables  and  Animals, 
and  that  in  a  great  quantity,  in  a  fhort  time,  and  without  much  cofli  •  as  alfo  of  hoyling  Beer,  Mead, 
Wine,  and  other  things,  which  otherwife  are  made  in  Copper  or  Iron  Vefels  •  and  all  this  hy  the 
help  of  Wooden  Vejfels,  and  benefit  of  a  certain  fmall  Copper,  or  Iron  inftr  ument  of  two  or  three  pound 
weight,  and  that  after  a  certain  eajie  manner  without  Furnaces.  This  newly-invented  Art  doth  alfo 
teach  divers  Chymical  Operations,  as  PutrefaCiions,  Digejlions,  Circulations,  ExtraClions,  Ahflracli- 
ons,  Cohohations,  Fixations,  &c.  And  this  invention  is  very  nece  fary  and  profitable  for  young  begin¬ 
ners  in  this  Art,  for  they  need  not  in  the  making  of  burning  Spirits,  Waters  of  Vegetables,  Ext  rails, 
and  other  Medicaments  fo  many  Furnaces,  and  fo  many  Copper,  Iron,  Tin,  Earthen  and  Glafs  Vefels, 
for  it  is  here  taught  how  all  the  afore faid  Operations  may  he  done  onely  hy  the  help  of  a  certain  fma/l 
Copper  or  Iron  Infirument  in  Wooden  Vejfels  as  well  as  hy  Alemhicks  and  other  great  Copper  Veffels, 
by  which  means  a  great  deal  of  Cojis  is  faved. 

In  the  Fourth  Part  jhall  he  taught  another  certain,  and  hitherto  unknown  Furnace,  in  which  all  Chy¬ 
mical  Operations  may  moJl  eafily  he  done  :  being  mofi  profitable  for  the  trying  of  the  Natures  of  Mine¬ 
rals  and  Metals  ;  as  alfo  for  the  proving,  examining,  melting,  cupelling,  andfeparating  of  Metals,  that 
nothing  may  he  lo(l  of  them,  and  that  after  a  compendious  and  eafie  way,  and  alfo  to  great  advantage. 

In  the  Fifth  Jhall  he  taught  how  to^make  and  prepare  Iron,  Earthen, Glafs,  and  other  kind  of  Infir  u- 
ments  necejfary  for  the  aforefaid  four  Furnaces,  as  alfo  other  necefary,  and  mofi  profitable  Manuals. 

And  in  the  Firji  Part, the  Fahrick  of  the  firji  Furnace  being  delineated,  I  Jhall  alfo  jhew  how‘  hy  the 
help  thereof  may  he  made  Spirits,  Ojls,  Flowers,  and  other  mofi  profitahle  Medicaments,  alfo  their 

P'ertiics 


A  Vvefcice  to  the  Re^-der. 


- —T"r - T'l - TZuiJhT^rnay  and  ivith^^aud.  And  truly  1  do  not  douht  hut  theje 

Fertues  ^  lit  Zoilus’s  willcontemn  it:  For  it  is  faici  ac- 

•"*  '""  "'"  '■•“  '•■'  '* 

Ut  no  one  rofhly  judge  of  thH  ^Vork  «nnll  he  he  throughly  infotn.eJ  ooneernUg  the 

fuTa^  then  /  ioWt  hut  the  ZZltroith  B.  thot  JhaU;  «« 

And  if  haply  all  things  fhall  "'!  "i  ^ ■  u  h’imCelf  that  perhaps  he  hath  erred  in  feme 
this  Furnace,  and  operate  theremth,  let  kn,  tknk  mth  «/“'  /";/  and  not  prefently  there- 

part,  (for  it  is  a  new  and  ufnomjork,  enough,  hu,  let  him 

fore  rnurmttr  againfl  to  underfland  the  Authour's  meaning,  and  fiiU  ho 

fuaj  have.  Amen. 


The  EXPLICATION  of  the  Figures  of  the  firh  Furnace  in  all  its  parts. 

■**  S  ^ 


I G.  I.  E.  The  firfi  Suhliming’Toty  which  is  fet  in¬ 
to  the  upoer  hole  of  the  Furnace.  D.  The  upper 
hole  of  the  Furnace.  E.  The  fecond  Tot.  G.  The 
third.  H.  The  fourth. 

FIG  II.  A.  The  Ajh-hole,  with  the  widenejs  of  the 
Furnace.  B.  The  middle  hole,  by  which  the  Coals  and 
Matter  to  he  difiiUed,  are  cajh  in  C.  A  btopper  of 
Stone,  which  is  to  flop  the  faid  hole  after  cajlmg  m  the 
matter.  D.  The  upper  hole  with  a  cermnj  Aje  bot¬ 
tom,  which  is  to  be  filled  with  Sand^  The  Cover 
of  the  upper  hole,  which  is  put  on  after  the  putting  m 

the  Coals  and  Materials.  °Fhe  fir^ 

Receiver,  and  joyned  to  the  fi>f  ^ 

Receiver.  VL.  The  fecond: 

Stool  on  which  the  firfi  /?pi 

the  middle,  through  which  the  Neck  of  the  firfi  Tot 

to  which  a  Dijfi  is  annexed,  pajjeth.  L.  The  Dijh 

through  the  Tipe  whereof  the  ref  rigerated  Spirit ^ 

(HU  M  A  Receiver  into  which  the  Spirits  collect  eel 


in  the  Di(h  do  flow.  N.  A  Screw  to  be  raifed  high^' , 
at  pleafure  for  the  better  joyning  the^eceiver  to  the 
Tipe,  and  it  goeth  through  a  Stool  O.  The  place  of 
the  Tipe  for  the  Difirlmg  of  Spirit  of  ptriol  and  AT 
lorn.  P.  A  Grate  eonfifiing  of  two  firong  crojs  Iron 
Barrs,  fafined  in  the  Furnace,  and  four  or  five  more 
lefs,  that, are  moveable,  for  the  better  cUanfing  of  the 

Furnace.  '  , 

F  I  G.  1 1 1.  G.  The  firfi  crooked  Tipe  fitted  to  the  Tipe 
of  the  Furnace.  F.  The  Tipe  of  the  Furnace.  H,  A 
Receiver  fitted  to  that  Tipe,  and  fet  in  a  Tub  of  water, 
for  accellerating  the  Operations  :  which  Receiver  bath, 
a  Cover  ovith  two  holes,  through  the  firfi  whereof  go¬ 
eth  a  fingle  crooked  Tipe,  and  through  the  other  two_ 
crooked  Tipes,  whereof  one  goeth  into  the  Receiver,  ^ 
did  the  fingle,  and  the  other  out  of  the  Receiver  ti, 
intoU.n.  1.  The  Tub  of  Water.  A  third  Tip. 
By  this  way  Flowers  are  fublimed,  and  Spirits  difiiT 
led  fpeedily,  and  in  great  (Quantity. 
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dfurnates. 


Of  the  StmBure  of  the  Firjl  Furnace. 


AS  for  the  firft  Furnace,  it  may  be 

built  greater  or  lefler  as  you 
pleafe ,  a  regard  being  had  of 
the  quantity  of  the  Matter  to 
be  diftilled  >  and  alfo  eidier 
round  or,  fquare  •,  either  of 
Bricks,  or  by  a  Potter  with 
Potters  Clay.  Now  when  the 
Diameter  is  of  one  fpan,  viz.  withinfide,  the  height 
muft  be  of  four,  vtz..  one  from ,  the  bottom  to  the 
grate,  another  from  the  grate  to  the  hole  made  for 
putting  in  of  Coals,  and  two  from  thence  to  the 
top  of  the  Pipe,  which  muft  at  Icaft  go  forth  out  of 
the  Furnace  one  fpan,  left  the  ^receivers  fhould  by 
the  neernefs  of  the  Furnace  be  heated.-;,  The  Pipe 
alfo  muft  have  on  the  fore  part  a  Diameter,  anfwer- 
ing  the  third  part  of  the  intrinfecal  Diameter  of  the 
Furnace ;  alfo  a  little  larger  on  the  hinder  part  than 
the  forepart.  Let  the  grate  be  fuch  an  one,  as  may 
be  taken  out  at  your  pleafure  and  made  clean;  ’being 
ftopt  by  the  Matter  that  is  call  in  and  diftilled ;  for 
ic  is  eafily  ftopt  in  diftilling  of  Salts  melted  with 
the  coals,  whereby  the  aire  is  kept  from  coming  to 
the  fire,  and  the  diftillation  by  confequence  hindred : 
Or  let  there  be  put  into  the  Furnace  crofs- wife  two 
ftrong  iron  bars ,  upon  which  lay  four  or  five  lelTer, 
diftant  the  one  from  the  other  the  breadth  of  a  fin¬ 
ger  ,  going  a  little  out  of  the  Furnace ,  by  which 
when  they  are  ftopt,  you  may  take  them  out  with 
a  pair  of  Tongs,  and  cleanfe  them  from  the  burnt 
Matter  ,  and  then  again  put  them  into  their  own 
places:  wherefore  alfo  the  Furnace  muft  on  the 
fore  part  be  open  under  the  grate,  that  you  may 
the  better  order  the  grate. 

Alfo  the  grate  muft  have  abovej  a  covering'' of 
Iron  or  Stone,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle  thereof 
with  a  certain  diftindion,  which  is  to  be  filled  with 
fand,  that  the  cover  may  the  better  and  more  fitly 
fhut  the  hole ,  and  prevent  -  the  exhaling  of  the 
fpirits  which  by  this  means  will,  being  forced,  go 
forth  thorow  the  Pipe  into  the  receivers,  after  you 
have  caft  in  the  matter  which  is  to  be  diftilled. 


Of  the  Receivert, 

Let  the  Receivers  be  made  of  glafs,  or  of  ftrom 
w  fpirits,  and  ftjeh  is  th 

eartn,  O'c.  They  are  better  that  are  made  of  glafs 
l^they  are  to  be  had  ,  and  thofe  elpecially  whid 

fm  °k  glafs  which  may  b 

^  Smiris  ftone,  anc 
1^9  fitted  that  they  may  the  better  bejoyned  together 
and  then  they  peed  not  luteing  (but  how  they  lhal 
be  fmoothed  with  the  Smiris  ftone,  and  be  fitted 

treats  o 

Manuals)  becaufe  by  this  means  they  are  joyned  fc 
cloie,  that  no  fpirits  can  go  through  the  joynts 
otherwife  you  muft  clofe  the  joynts  with  the  bef 
Lute,  fuch  as  will  not  let  the  fpirits  exhale,  whici 
mall  be  taught  in  the  Book  treating  of  Manuals 
1  fie  torm  of  the  recipient  you  may  fee  in  the  de 
lineation  thereof.  As  for  the  quantity  thereof 
know  that  by  how  much  the  greater  they  are,  fc 
much  the  better  they  are,  for  then  you  need  the  few 
er,  but  the  more,  by  how  much  the  leffer  they  are. 
Let  the  fuperiour  orifice  be  larger  than  the  inferiour 
10  that  alwaies  another  receiver  may  with  its  inferi¬ 
our  orifice  be  joyned  to  it,  and  let  the  inferiour  ori- 
hce  have  a  Diameter  of  three  fingers  breadth  oi 
thereabouts  •,  I  mean  in  cafe  the  Diameter  of  the 
urnace  be  of  one  fpan.  For  a  greater  Furnace 
requires  greater  holes,  as  alfo  orifices  of  the  receiv- 
ers,  by  which  means  a  fufficient  and  due  proportioi 
or  air  may  be  given  to  the  fire :  or  if  the  Diame- 
u  Furnace  be  more  than  a  fpan ,  it  mufl 
alfo  have  two  or  three  pipes  (  which  being  confi- 
dered  together ,  fhould  have  a  widenefs  anfwerin^ 
the  widenefs  of  the  third  part  of  the  Furnace,  foi 
fo  great  a  widenefs,  and  fo  much  air  is  required,  ij 
the  fire  burn  freely  and  do  its  office)  to  which  vef- 
fels  of  the  aforefaid  proportion  muft  be  applyed 
that  the  fire  be  not  choaked. 

Now,  the  Figure  that  is  annexed  will  teach  the 

B  conjundior 


The  Fir  ft  Part  of 


conianaion  of  the  Receivers,  as  alfo  their  applica- 
tion  to  the  Furnace.  And,  in  the  firft 
Receiver  Hands  in  a  three-foot  ftool  bored  thorow 
in  the  middle,  that  the  neck  of  the 
may  pafs  thorow,  to  which  is  applyed  a  dilh  with  a 
pipe  receiving  the  dropping  fpirits :  To  the  hrlt 
there  is  joyned  a  fecond,  and  to  that  a  third,  and 
fo  confequently  (  near  unto  a  wall  or  ladder  ; 
fo  many  as  you  pleafe*  Let  the  upper  Receiver, 
and  indeed  all  the  reft,  be  left  open :  To  the  lower 
as  hath  been  faid,  is  joyned  a  diflt  with  a  pipe,  by 
which  the  diftilled  Spirits  run  down  into  another  cer¬ 
tain  glafs  veftel  added  thereunto,which  being  filled, 
is  taken  away,  and  another  is  fet  in  the  place  of  it, 
becaufe  that  is  fet  under  it  without  luting,and  there¬ 
fore  may  eafily  be  changed.  And  if  you  pleafe 
V  to  diftil  any  thing  elfe,  you  may  take  away  that 
difii  with  a  pipe,  and  make  it  clean,  and  then  joyn 
it  clofe  again  (that  no  fpirit  may  breath  forth; 
to  the  neck  of  the  lower  receiver.  And  if  that 
didi  cannot  be  fo  clofely  joyned,  that  nothing  ex¬ 
hale,  pour  in  a  fpoonful  of  Water,  for  that  doth 
aftringe,  neither  doth  it  hurt  the  fpirits,  becaufe  in 
the  redlifying  it  is  feparated. 

Ofthefubliming  F'eJJels. 

Thefe  you  need  not  make  of  glafs,  or  of  fuch 
earth  as  may  retain  the  fpirits,  as  hath  been  above 
mentioned  ;  it  is  fufficient,  if  fo  be  they  be  made 
of  good  common  Potters  earth,  and  be  well  glazed 
within,  wa.  of  fuch  a  form  and  figure,  as  appears 
by  the  annexed  delineation- 

Yet  you  muft  chufe  good  earth  that  will  endure 
the  fire ,  for  the  lower  pots  are  fo  heated  by  the 
fire,  that  they  would  be  broken  if  they  fliould  not 
be  made  of  good  earth- 

Now  1  will  fiiew  you  in  general  the  mannent  felt 
of  diftilling  •,  as  alfo ,  the  manual  necelTaries  in 
every  diflillation. 

The  manner  of  Dijl tiling. 

In  the  firft  place,  let  there  be  fome  burning  Coals 

put  in,  which  afterwards  muit  be  covered  with  more'_ 

until  the  Furnace  be  full  almoft  to  the  pipe,  which 
being  done,  let  nottheuppermoft  cover  be  laid  over 
its  hole  (chat  the  heat  and  fmoak  may  pafs  that  way, 
and  not  thorow  the  pipe,  and  receivers,  ^  which  will 
thereby  be  red  hot  \  and  this  will  be  a  hindrance  to 
the  diftillation )  until  the  fire  be  fufficiently  kindled, 
and  the  Furnace  be  throughly  hot;  then  call  in, 
wdth  ail  Iron  ladle,  of  the  matter  prepared  for  diftil¬ 
lation  as  much  as  will  cover  the  Coals,  which  being 
done,  ftop  the  Furnace  very  clofe,  by  prelfing  down 
ffrongly  the  upper  cover  upon  its  hole  or  fand,  which 
is  put  in  the  lower  part  of  the  hole,  being  a  place 
made  for  that  purpofe*  Now  let  him  that  cafts  in 
any  thing  thorow  the  middle  hole,  prefently  flop  it 
with  a  ftopple  of  Hone,  and  that  very  clofe,  for  by 
this  means  all  thofe  things  which  were  call  in,  will 
be  forced,  after  the  manner  of  a  thick  Cloud,  to 
break  forth  through  the  pipe  into  the  receivers, 
and  there  to  condenfe  themfelves  into  an  acid  fpirit 
or  oyl,  and  thence  to  diftil  into  the  dilh  fet  under, 
through  the  pipe  whereof  they  do  yet  diftil  down 
further  into  another  glafs  receiver-  The  Coals  be- 
,  ing  burnt  out,  and  all  the  fpirits  being  come  forth, 
you  muft  call  in  more  Coals,  and  more  materials, 
until  you  have  got  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Spirits- 


In  this  way  of  diftilling,  you  may  at  your  pleafurc 
ceafe ,  and  begin  again  without  any  danger. 

When  you  will  make  clean  the  Furnace,  you  need 
do  nothing  elfe,  then  draw  out  the  Iron  bars  that 
lye  on  the  crofs  bar,  that  the  Capt  Mortmm  may 
fall  down ,  which  afterwards  may  be  taken  away 
with  a  Fire-lhovel,  which  being  done,  you  muft  put 
in  the  bars  again,  and  lay  them  on  the  crofs-bars 
as  before,  upon  which  you  muft  caft  burning  Coals, 
and  upon  them  others,  until  there  be  enough,  then 
on  them  all,  being  well  kindled, caft  your  materials- 
When  you  go  to  make  clean  the  receivers,  and  to 
begin  to  diftil  another  thing,  you  need  not  remove 
them,  but  only  pour  pure  Water  into  them, 'w/z,.  by 
their  upper  receiver,  by  the  defeending  whereof  the 
other  are  purified. 

And  by  this  way,  not  only  out  of  V egetables,  and 
volatile  Minerals  (incombuftible )  but  alfo  out  of 
fixed  Metals  and  Stones,  fpirits,  oyls,  and  flowers, 
are  drawn  forth  wonderfully,  eafily,  and  in  good 
quantity  ,  which  otherwife  could  never  have  been 
done  by  the  vulgar  art  of  diftilling. 

Now,  in  this  Furnace  are  diftilled  only  fuch  ma¬ 
terials,  which  being  diftilled ,  yield  an  incorabuftible 
humidity,  as  common  Salt,  V itriol,  Allom,  and  other 
•Minerals  and  Metals,  each  of  which  doth  yet  require 
their  peculiar  manuals,  if  operated  upon. 

Now,  becaufe  this  Furnace  doth  not  ferve  for  eve¬ 
ry  matter,  becaufe  the  materials  to  be  diftilled  are 
caft  upon  burning  Coals,  which  arc  things  combufti- 
ble,  I  have  determined  in  the  fecond  part  to  give 
another,  wz.-  a  lefler,  unlike  to  this,  yet  convenient 
to  diftil  all  combuftible  things  that  are  endued  wfith 
volatile  fpirits,  as  Tartar,  Harts-horn, Amber,  Sal 
Armoniack,  Urine,  <^r.  There  are,  by  the  help 
hereof,  made  moft  fubtile,  volatile,  fulphureous  fpi¬ 
rits  of  Salts,  and  Minerals,  as  of  common  Salt, 

.  Vitriol,  Allom,  Nitre,  Antimony,  and  of  all  other  Mi¬ 
nerals  and  Metals,  which  otherwife,  without  this 
Furnace,  could  not  have  been  mace,  with  which 
fpirits,  wonderful  things  are  performed  in  Medicine 
and  Alchymy,  as  in  the  Second  Part  fliall  be  demon- 
ftrated  more  largely. 

Now  I  will  (hew  you  a  way  to  make  other  Re¬ 
ceivers  belonging  to  the  firft  Furnace,  and  indeed, 
fuch  as  are  more  fit  for  fome  Operations  ,  as 
the  former  were  more  fit  for  others :  wherefore  let 
him  that  will  operate,  chufe  thefe,  or  the  other, 
as  he  pleafeth- 

As  therefore  the  former  being  erefted  upwards 
by  a  wall,  or  ladder,  by  which  means  the  fpirit 
might  afeend  from  one  into  another  fo  long,  until  be¬ 
ing  refrigerated  and  condenfed  might  again  drop 
downward  into  the  dilh  that  is  annexed  thereto  : 
fo  thefe  are  a  contrary  way  fet  and  placed  collate¬ 
ral  in  a  veflel  filled  with  cold  Water  to  condenfe  the 
fpirits,  by  which  means  you  need  not  fo  many  recei¬ 
vers  ;  alfo  they  muft  not  be  fafliioned  like  the  for¬ 
mer,  as  to  be  open  above,  and  below,  but  only  above 
like  pots  that  ferve  for  boyling  r  but  this  you  muft 
obferve,  that  by  how  much  the  deeper  and  larger 
they  are,'  by  fo  much  the  better  they  are- 

Alfo  you  muft  joyn  them  together  by  the  help  of 
earthen  pipes,  being  fq  diftindt,  that  the  fpirits  may 
be  kept  back,  being  ye't  hot  (  and  not  refrigerated  ) 
from  paffing  out  of  one  into  the  other,  but  being 
forced  through  the  middle  of  the  feparation  of  the 
pipes,  may  go  to  the  bottom  of  every  receiver,  and 
thence  arife  by  another  pipe  into  another  receiver 
that  hath  a  double  cover  like  the  former,  where  again 

defeend- 


Philofofhical  Fwnaces^ 
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dcfcending  to  the  cold  bottom,  remain  refrigerated 
and  condenfed.  Now  three  or  four  of  thefe  are 
enough  ( whereas  of  other,  thirteen  or  fifteen  are  re¬ 
quired  )  a  regard-  being  had  of  their  Greatnefs. 

You  may  fee  the  figure  of  thefe  receivers,  asalfo 
their  joyning  together  by  the  annexed  delineation* 
Now,  for  the  moft  part,  one  is  fufficient  for  him 
that  diftils  a  few  things,  efpecially  it  the  matter  be 
not  pretious,  and  then  let  one  crooked  earthen  pipe 
at  lead:  be  joyned,  one  arm  with  the  pipe  that  go- 
eth  forth  of  the  Furnace,  the  other  with  the  Recei¬ 
ver,  but  fo  that  it  go  into  the  receiver  downwards, 
even  to  the  middle  thereof,  and  then  you  need  not 
Ihut  the  orifice  of  the  receivers,  for  it  is  no  great 
matter  iffomewhat  evaporate,  "vix..  if  the  matter  to 
be  diftilled  be  not  pretious-  And  by  this  way  may 
new  fpirits  and  new  flowers  be  made  every  hour, 
with  the  help  of  one  Furnace,  and  one  recipient,  but 
with  this  caution,  that  for  every  new  dijlillation, 
the  recipient  be  waQied  with  Water  before  it  be  put 
to  the  pipe  -,  which  being  put  to,  you  may  then  call: 
your  fpecies  into  the  Furnace;  and  this  do  till  you 
have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fpirits. 

And  this  way  of  diflillation  ferves  efpecially  for 
the  trying  of  the  natures  and  properties  of  many  and 
divers  Minerals,  fuch  as  yield  in  the  fire  fpirits  and 
•flowers.  For  it  would  be  too  tedious  in  every  new 
didillation  to  apply  a  new  and  diftinft  receiver :  as  al- 
fomany  ftudiousofthe  Chymical  art  would  quit  their 
ftudy,  being  able  to  make  by  retort  but  one  tryal 
in  a  day.  And  no  wonder  if  expences,  and  lofs  of 
time  Ihould  deter,  many. 

Now  here  there  is  no  need  of  many  Retorts, nor  of 
luting  them,  nor  of  receivers,  and  fuch  like  fuperflu- 
ous  things ;  neither  is  there  here  required  the  conftant 
prefence  of  the  operator,  the  obfervation  of  the  re¬ 
giment  of  fire,  the  negledt  whereof  would  other- 
wife  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  retorts  and  receivers, 
and  by  confequence  the  lofs  of  labour.  Thefe  and 
fuch  like  tedious  things  are  not  here  to  be  cared  for, 
becaufe  it  is  fufficient  only  to  call:  the  Matter  upon 
the  coals,  and  cover  the  Furnace,  and  then  prefendy 
go  forth  the  fpirits,  and  flowers  of  the  fame  kind 
with  their  mineral :  of  which  when  thOu  haft  got  a 
fufficient  quantity , .  thou  muft  draw  out  the  Iron 
bars ,  upon  which  the  coals  lye,  that  they  may  fall 
down,  and  be  taken  away  ^  and  whilft  the  Furnace 
is  yet  hot ,  to  put  in  the  Iron  bars  again,  and  upon 
them  to  lay  frefli  coals,  which  then  will  of  their  own 
accord  be  kindled  with  the  heat  of  the  Furnace.  In 
the  mean  time  you  muft  take  away  the  receiver,  and 
make  it  clean  and  fet  it  to  again,  or  if  you  had  rather 
put  another  clean  one,  viz.,  for  the  new  diflillation 
of  another  Matter. 

And  by  this  way,  divers  things  may  be  in  the 
fpacc  of  one  hour  diftilled,  and  fublimed,  viz,,  in 
a  fmall  quantity-  -But  he  that  will  diftil,  or  fub- 
lirae  in  a  greater  quantity,  let  him  take  three  or 
four  pots  that  the  fpirits  may  pafs  from  one  in¬ 
to  another,  that  nothing  thereof  be  loft.  Here 
needs  not  ( as  1  faid  before)  the  continual  prefence 
of  the  operator,  for  he  may  be  gone,  ceafe,  or 
repeat  as  he  pleafe,  becaufe  the  work  is  without 
danger  of  breaking  the  retorts,  and  receivers. 

He  that  knows  the  ufe  of  this  Furnace,  may  do 
many  things  in  a  fhort  time  with  little  coft-  For 
any  one  may  do  more  by  the  help  thereof  in  one 
hour,  than  in  the  common  w.ay  in  twenty  four,  by 
which  way  alfo  there  is  a  great  faving  of  coals, 
becaufe  ten  pound  of  coals  will  do  more  this  way 


than  a  hundred  the  other.  As  for  example  ,  he 
that  will  try,  fliall  make  a  pound  of  fpirit  of  Salt 
in  one  hour  with  three,  four,  or  five  pounds  of  coals ; 
whereas  after  the  other  way  are  required  fifty  of 
fixty  pounds,  and  at  leaft  twenty  or  thirty  hours 
time.  Viz.,  in^  the  common  way  by  the  help  of  re¬ 
torts  :  which  is  indeed  very  tedious. 

_Allb  by  this  way  may  be  made  the  flowers  of 
minerals,  and  metals,  in  a  great  quantity,  very 
eaiily,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  without  great  coft,  fo 
as  that  in  one  hours  fpace,  with  three  or  four  podnd 
of  coals  fnay  a  pound  of  the  flowers  of  Antimony  be 
made-  And  this  is  no  fmall  help  to  the  Phyfitian, 
and  Chymift.  ' 

Moreover  this  furnace  being  once  built,  endures 
for  many  years,  and  being  broken  is  eafily  repaired. 

And  by  this  way  you  fliall  need  only  materials 
to  be  diftilled,  no  retorts  and  receivers  are  in  dan¬ 
ger,  by  which  means  much  coft  is  faved. 

Belides  the  aforefaid  ways ,  I  have  yet  another^ 
and  that  more  compendious,  viz.,  of  diftilling,  and 
fubliming,  and  more  eafy,  by  which  means  in  a  ve^ 
ry  little  time,  an  incredible  quantity  of  fpirits  of 
Salts,  and  flowers  of  Minerals,  and  metals  may  be 
made;  which  I  fliall  refer  till  another  time,  be¬ 
caufe  for  the  prefent  I  have  faid  enough. 

Now  1  do  not  doubt,  but  diligent  Chymifts  will 
follow  my  fteps ,  and  find  out  thofe  things  which 
are  unknown  to  me.  For  it  is  eajicr  to  add  to 
things  found  out,^  than  to  find  cut  things  unknown. 

The  conftruftion  therefore  of  the  furnace  being 
in  my  opinion  clearly  fliewed,  there  now  follows 
the  manner  of  diftilling,  and  fubliming  with  it- 
.  Although  haply,  and  contrary  to  my  hope  any 
obfeurity  fliould  be  met  withal,  yet  one  procefs 
will  explain  another:  and  the  diligent  operator, 
and  fearcher  of  Nature  (hall  without  doubt,  by  his 
pradile  attain  the  effeeft  after  the  fame  manner  as 
1  have  preferibed :  which  together  with  the  blef- 
ling  of  G  O  D,  1  heartily  wilh  all  pious  Chymifts, 
.Amen,' 


How  the  Spirit  of  Sdt  is  to  he  diflilled. 

\ 

TH  E  reafon  why  I  enter  upon  the  fpirit  of 
fait,  before  I  fay  any  thing  of  the  fpirits  of 
vegetables ,  is  this ,  v'tz,.  becaufe  it  is  even  the 
chiefeft  ,  which  can  be  made  in  this  furnace  :  for 
few  exceed  this  in  ftrength  and  vertues  ;  where¬ 
fore  I  alfo  have  given  it  the  preeminency.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  there  any  of  the  acid  fpirits,  about  which 
the  Chymifts  hitherto  have  been  more  bufied,  than 
this,  wherefore  alfo  it  is  of  all,  of  greateft  price, 
&c.  for  fome  have  mixed  fait  with  potters  clay , 
and  have  made  this  mixture  into  little  balls,  which 
they  have  to  get  the  fpirit,  forced  by  retort  in  a 
very  ftrong  fire :  fome  have  mixed  fait  with  bole, 
fome  with  the  powder  of  tyles,  others  with  burnt 
Allume,  drc. 

Others  ufing  a  more  compeudions  way  have  made 
fait  to  flow  in  a  retort,  which  hath  a  pipe  both 
in  the  upper,  and  hinder  part  *,  by  the  uper  pipe 
of  which  they  have  dropped  in  cold  water,  to  e-  • 
levate  the  ponderous  fpirits  of  the  fait,  but  by  the 
hinder  they  have  blown  with  Bellows,  to  force  the 
fpirits  into  the  retort :  and  this  way  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  to  be  flighted,  yet  it  hath  this  inconvenien- 
cy,  that  in  procefs  of  time  the  retorts  are  broken 
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that  they  can  no  lon'ger  retain  the  fait,  and  fo  the  i 
diftillation  is  intercepted.  Some  have  attempted 
it  with  Iron. retorts,  but  by  this  means  the  fpirits  1 
have  been  deaded,  becaufe  they  eafily  fet  upon  the  ' 
Iron,  whence  inftead  of  fpirit  they  have  had  flegme- 
And  fuch,  and  other  tedious  waycs  of  diftilling 
they  have  invented ;  and  by  the  beft  of  them  in¬ 
deed  they  could  fcarce  diftiU  one  pound  in  25.  or 
30.  hours  fpace  with  50,  60.  or  100  pound  of 
coals  j  this  being  the  reafon,  becaufe  the  fait  is  ve¬ 
ry  little  wrought  upon»  and  therefore  it  is  that  few 
ever  had  the  fpirit  right  and  good  ,  whence  alfo 
the  vertues  thereof  have  been  unknown. 

And  this  therefore  I  was  willing  to  make  known, 
that  it  might  appear,  what  price  this  fpirit  hath 
hitherto  been  of,  and  how  eafie,  and  abundantly , 
and  with  what  little  coft,  it  may  after  my  new  in¬ 
vented  way  be  made.  ^  _ 

It  is  faid  above,  that  the  materials  may  in  this 
way  of  diftilling  be  immediately  call  into  the  fire  ^ 
yet  this  muft  be  wifely  underftood.  For  although 
fome  of  the  fpecies  may  without  any  preparation 
be  immediately  caft  into  the  fire,  yet  it  doth  not 
follow  that  all  and  every  one  of  them  muft :  for 
in  fome  of  them  we  muft  ufe  our  diferetion,  as 
in  the  diftilling  of  fait-  For  if  the  fait  be  imme¬ 
diately  caft  into  the  fire,  it  will  not  only  yield  no 
fpirits,  but  will  leap  fo  long  upon  the  coals,  until 
it  find  a  defeent  to  the  loweft  part  of  the  furnace : 
Now  this  may  be  prevented  divers  wayes ;  and  firft 
indeed  after  this  manner :  Diflblve  fait  in  common 
water,  then  quench  burning  coals  with  this  wa¬ 
ter  that  they  may  be  impregnated  with  the  fait, 
which  afterwards  fet  on  fire  in  the  furnace :  but 
vou  muft  firft  caft  in  other  burning  coals ,  upon 
which  you  muft  caft  thofe  that  are  impregnated 
with  fait  untill  the  furnace  be  full ,  as  is  above 
faid :  and  while  the  coals  burn,  the  fait  is  refolved 
by  the  force  of  the  fire  into  fpirit.  '  _ 

Now  you  muft  obferve  that  he  that  diftils  fpirit 
of  fait  after  this  manner ,  muft  make  choice  of 
'  elafs  receivers,  becaufe  the  fpirit  whileft  it  is  hot, 
penetrates  by  reafon  of  its  wonderful  fubtilty,  thofe 
that  are  earthen-  And  this  fpirit  is  of  a  moft  grate¬ 
ful  tafte.  But  indefed  of  glafs  receivers,  I  lhall 
Ihew  you  another  way  wherein  you  may  ufe  thofe 

that  be  of  earth.  •  4 

Mix  fait,  and  vitriol  or  allome  together,  grind¬ 
ing  them  very  well  in  a  Morter  (for  by  how  much 
the  better  they  are  ground,  the  more  Spirit  they 
'  yield.)  Then  caft  this  mixture  into  the  fire  vyith 
an  Iron  Ladle,  vtz..  fo  much  of  it  as  will  be  fufficient 
to  cover  the  coals ,  and  then  with  a  great  fire  the 
fpirits  come  forth 'into  the  receivers,  where  being 
coa^^ulated  ,  they  diftill  down  into  the  dilh ,  and 
thence  into  another  receiver.  And  if  thou  know- 
eft  how  to  work  aright,  the  fpirits  will  like_  water 
continually  run  out  thorow  the  pipe ,  the  thicknefs 
of  a  ftraw,  and  thou  mayeft  eafily  every  hour 
make  a  pound  of  the  fpirit.  NoW  the  reafon  why 
thou  lhalt  by  this  way  have  more  fpirits  than  by 
the  other,  is  this,  becaufe  the  vitriol  and  al¬ 
lome,  which  is  mixed  with  the  fait,  makes  it  flow 
quickly,  by  which  means  it  is  prevented  from  fall¬ 
ing  down  through  the  coals  to  the  lovyer  part  of 
the  furnace,  but  flicking  to  the  coals  is  alraoft  all 
of  it  turned  into  fpirits.  The  Caput  Mortnam , 
which  is  reddifli,  eafily  falls  with  the  alhes  through 
the  grate,  and  can  no  more  be  diflilled,  but  yields 
by  excodion  a  white  fixed  fait,  which  ferves  for 


the  flowing  of  metals*,  and  being  diflblved  in 
warm  water  ferves  alfo  for  a  glyfter  againlt  the 
Worms,  which  it  kills,  and  purgeth  alfo  the  Bo- 
wels.  ^  ^  ^ 

Thou  wilt  objed)  that  the  fpirit  made  afeer  this 
manner,  is  not  the_  true  fpirit  of  fait  by  reafon  of 
the  mixture  of  vitriol  and  allome,  but  mixed,  and 
compounded.  I  anfwer  ;  There  can  by  this  way 
diftil  no  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  allome,  being  that  which 
I  often  tryed,  calling  vitriol  or  allome  into  the  fur¬ 
nace,  where  I  received  no  fpirit  at  all  •,  the  reafon  * 
of  this  is,  becaufe  thefe  fpirits  are  far  more  heavy 
than  the  fpirit  of  fait,  neither  can  they  afeend  fo 
great  a  heighth,  viz,,  of  three  fpans,  but  are  burnt, 
whence  unlefs  the  flegme,  nothing  diftils.  Where¬ 
fore  the  fpirit  of  fait  that  is  made  after  this  man¬ 
ner  is  not  mixed,  but  pure  and  meer  fpirit  of  fait, 
of  the  fame  tall  and  vertue  as  that  is  of,  that  is 
made  by  it  felf*,  becaufe  in  this  furnace  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  allome  and  vitriol,  cannot  be  made  unlefs 
a  pipe  go  out  of  the  furnace  neer  the  grate, 
as  you  may  fee  by  the  delineation  of  the  fur¬ 
nace  ,  for  otherwife  it  cannot  be  made ;  befides, 
thefe  fpirit  are  better^^and  more  truly  taught  in 
the  fecond  part-  And  if  it  be  granted  that  fome- 
what  together  with  the  fpirit  of  fait  comes  forth 
(which  is  yet  impolfible  )  what  hurt  I  pray  you 
comes  from  thence  either  in  the  folution  of  metals, 
or  medicine  ?  wherefore  the  fpirit  made  after  this 
way  is  not  to  be  fufpeefted.  Yet  1  will  fatisfle  the 
incredulous,  and  will  Ihew  him  another  way  with¬ 
out  the  addition  of  allome  or  vitriol,  for  the  di¬ 
ftilling  of  that  fpirit,  but  that  will  be  in  the  fecond 
part  of  this  Book,  where  I  will  teach  you*  the  fur¬ 
nace,  by  which  is  made  fpirit  of  Nitre,  Aquafortis, 
and  amongft  combuftibles,  the  Oyles  of  vegetables, 
and  Fats  of  animals  and  other  things  which  cannot 
be  made  by  this :  and  by  this  way  I  will  fatisfie  thofe, 
who  are  not  pleafed  with  the  former. 

Now  for  want  of  glafs  receivers,  we  are  forced 
to  ufe  earthen,  but  thefe  cannot  retain  the  fpirit  of 
fait  made  after  the  aforefaid  wayes  •,  in  which  cafe 
I  could  indeed  difeover  a  certain  little  manual,  by 
vertue  of  which  the  aforefaid  fpirit  may  be  recei¬ 
ved  even  in  a  great  quantity  in  earthen  recipients : 
but  for  certain  caufes  1  fliall  here  be  filent,  and 
flrall  refer  it  till  the  edition  of  the  fecond  part- 
Let  it  fuffice  therefore  that  I  mentioned  fuch  a  thing, 
wherefore  omitting  that,  1  fliall  proceed  to  Ihew 
you  the  vertues,  and  ufe  of  this  fpirit,  as  w*ell  in 
Alchymy,  as  in  Medicine,  and  other  Mechanical 
Arts. 

Of  the  Vfe  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt. 

IT  is  worth  while,  to  fpeak  of  the  power  ,  and 
vertues  of  this  excellent  fpirit  *,  what  other  Au¬ 
thors  have  clearly  deferibed,  I  fliall  here  pafs  over, 
and  refer  the  Reader  to  the  writings  of  thofe  Au¬ 
thors  ;  touching  only  on  fome  few  of  which  they 
faid  nothing. 

The  Spirit  of  fait  is  by  moft  accounted  a  moft  exeeL 
lent  medicine,  and  fafely  to  be  ufed,  as  well  inwardly 
as  outwardly :  itextinguilheth  a  preternatural  thirft 
in  hot  difeafes,  abftergeth  and  confumeth  flegma- 
tick  humours  in  the  Stomack,  exciteth  the  Appetite, 
is  good  for  them  that  are  hydropical,  have  the 
Stone,  and  Gout,  &c.  It  is  a  menftruum  dilfolv- 
ing  metals,  excelling  all  other  therein :  For  it  dif- 
folvethall  metals  and  minerals  (excepting  filver)  and 
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almofl:  all  ftoaes  (being  rightly  prepared)  and  re- 
duceth  them  into  excellent  medicaments.  It  doth 
alfo  many  excellent  things  in  mechanical  arts. 
Neither  is  it  to  be  flighted  in  the  kitchen,  for 
,  with  the  help  thereof  are  prepared  divers  pleafant 
meats  for  the  lick  as  well  as  for  thofe  that  are  in 
health,  yea  and  better  than  with  Vinegar,  and  o* 
ther  acid  things ;  and  it  doth  more  in  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  than  Vinegar  in  a  great.  But  efpecially  it 
ferves  for  thofe  Countries  that  have  no  Vinegar. 
It  is  ufedalfo  inftead  of  Verjuice,  and  the  juice  of 
Lymons.  For  being  prepared  after  this  way,  it  is 
bought  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  Vinegar  or  juice  of 
Lymons.  Neither  is  it  corruptible  as  exprefled 
juices  are,  but  is  bettered  by  age.  Being  mixed 
with  Sugar  it  is  an  excellent  fauce  for  roalt  meat. 
It  preferves  alfo  divers  kinds  of  Fruits  for  many 
years.  It  makes  alfo  Railins,  and  dryed  Grapes  to 
Iwcll,  fo  as  to  acquire  their  former  magnitude  a- 
gain,  which  are  good  to  refrefh  a  weak  Stomach 
in  many  diftafes,  and  ferves  for  the  preparing  of 
divers  kinds  of  meats  of  Flelh  and  Filh^  but  you 
mult  mix  fome  water  with  the  fpirit,  or  elfe  the 
Raiilns  will  contraft  too  much  acidity.  This  fpirit 
doth  efpecially  ferve  for  making  meats  delightful¬ 
ly  acid ;  for  whatfoeVer  things  are  prepared  with 
it,  as  Chickens,  Pigeons,  Veale,  (^c.  are  of  amore 
pleafant  tafte  than  thofe  which  are  prepared  with 
Vinegar.  Beef  being  macerated  with  it,  becomes 
in  a  few  dayes  fo  tender,  as  if  it  had  been  a  long 
time  macerated  with  Vinegar.  Such,  and  many 
more  things  can  the  Spirit  of  Salt  do. 

ui  dijt illation  of  Vegetable  Oylcs^  whereby  a  greater 
quantity  is  acquired ,  than  by  that  common  way  , 
by  a  f^efica. 

AS  many  Diltillers  as  hitherto  have  been,  have 
been  ignorant  of  a  better  way  to  diftill  Oylcs 
of  Spices,  Woods,  and  Seeds,  than  by  a  velica  or  alem- 
bick,  with  a  great  quantity  of  water.  And  altho’ 
they  may  alfo  be  made  by  retort,  yet  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  care  required,  or  elfe  they  contradi 
an  Emfiyreuma ;  wherefore  that  way,  by  a  ftill,  is 
alwayes  accounted  the  better,  which  way  indeed  is  not 
to  be  flighted ,  if  you  diftill  Vegetables  of  a  low 
price,  and  fuch  as  be  oleaginous  *,  but  not  fo  in  the 
diftillation  of  Spices,  and  of  other  things  that  are 
of  a  greater  value,  as  are  Cinnamon,  Mace,  Saf¬ 
fron,  which  cannot  be  diftilled  in  a  gourd  ftill 
without  lofs,  hecaufe  then  there  is  required  a  great 
quantity  of  water,  and  by  confequence  great,  and 
large  velfels,  to  which  fomething  adheres,  where¬ 
fore  we  lole  almoft  half,  which  is  not  to  be  fo  much 
valued  in  vegetables  that  are  oleaginous,  as  in  Annif- 
feed,  Fennel,  and  Caryoway-feed,  ^c.  But  the  lofs 
made  in  the  diftilling  of  dryer  and  dearer  vegeta¬ 
bles,  as  of  Cinnamon,  Lignum  Rhodii ,  Caffia^  is 
evident  enough,  and  by  confequence  not  to  be  flight¬ 
ed.  Neither  can  it  be,  that  all  things  can  be  di¬ 
ftilled  that  way,  for  a  good  quantity  by  codlion  ac- 
quireth  a  gummy  tenacioufnefs,  which  cannot  afeend 
with  the  water.  But  that  this  Way  for  the  future 
may  be  prevented,!  will  Ihew  another  way  to  diftill  the 
Oyles  of  Spices,  and  other  precious  things,  which 
is  done  with  fpirit  of  fait,  whereby  all  the  Oyle 
is  drawn  forth  without  any  lofs,  the  procefs  where¬ 
of  is  this,  viz..  Fill  a  gourd  with  Cinnamon  or 
any  other  Wood,  or  Seed,  upon  which  pour  fo 
miKh  of  the  fpirit  of  fait ,  as  will  be  fufficient  to 


cover  the  wood,  then  place  it  with  its  Alembick 
in  Sand,  and  give  it  fire  by  degrees  that  the  fpirit 
of  fait  may  boyl,  and  all  the  Oyle  will  diftill  oft 
with  a  little  flegme  ;  for  the  fpirit  of  fait  doth 
with  its  acrimony  penetrate  the  wood,  and  freeth 
the  Oyle  that  it  may  diftill  off  the  better  and  ea- 
fier.^  ^  And  by  this  way  the  Oyle  is  not  loft  by  the 
addition  of  that  great  quantity  of  water  in  thofe 
gr^t  and  large  veffels,  but  is  drawn  in  leller  glafs 
veflels  with  the  addition  of  a  little  moyfture.  Di¬ 
ftillation  being  finifhed  the  fpirit  is  poured  off  by 
inclination  from  the  wood,  being  again  ufeful  for 
the  fame  work.  And  if  it  hath  contraifted  any  im¬ 
purity  from  the  wood,  it  may  be  reffified:  but 
the  refidue  of  the  fpirit  which  remains  in  the  wood 
ye  may  recover,  if  that  wood  be  call  into'the  afore- 
faid  furnace  upon  burning  coals,  by  which  means 
it  may  come  forth  again  pure,  and  clear:  and  by 
this  means  we  lofe  none  of  the  fpirit  of  Salt.  And 
after  this  way  by  help  of  the  fpirit  of  Salt,  ate 
drawn  forth  Oyls  of  dearer  Vegetables  together 
with  their  Fruit,  which  cannot  be  done  by  a  ftill. 

There  are  made  alfo  by  means  thereof  Oyles  of 
Gumms  and  Rolins,  clear,  and  perfpicuous. 


The  clear  Oyle  of  Mafick.^  ^^d  Frankincenfe. 

TAke  of  Frankincenfe  orMaftick  powdered  fmall, 
as  much  as  will  ferve  to  fill  the  third  part 
of  a  Retort  (which  muft  be  coated)  upon  which 
pour  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fpirit  of  Salt,  taking 
heed  that  the  Retort  be  not  filled  too  full,  or  elfe 
the  fpirit  when  it  boyles,  flows  over  it,  then  place 
l3nd,  and  give  fire  by  degrees,  and  there  will 
firft  come  out  fome  phlegme,  after  which  a  clear 
tranfparent  oyle  together  with  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
which  muft  be  kept  by  it  felf,  after  this  a  certain 
yellow  Oyle  which  muft  be  received  by  it  felf,  and 
laft  of  all  there  follows  a  red  Oyle,  which  altho* 
it  is  not  to  be  call  away,  yet  it  is  very  unlike  to 
the  firft,  ferving  for  outward  ufes,  and  to  be  mix¬ 
ed  with  Oyntraents  and  Emplafters,  for  it  doth 
wonderfully  confolidate,  and  therefore  good  in  new 
and  old  Wounds.  The  firft  being  well  redlified,  is 
in  its  lubtilty,  and  penetrating  faculty  not  unlike 
to  fpirit  of  wine,  and  may  profitably  be  ufed  in¬ 
wardly  and  outwardly,  viz.,  in  cold  afieffs,  but 
efpecially  in  the  ftiffnefs  of  the  Nerves,  caufedby 
cold  humors ,  upon  which  follows  a  contradion  ^ 
but  then  you  muft  firft  rub  the  member  contraded 
with  a  linnen  cloath,  that  it  may  be  well  warmed, 
into  which  then  the  Oyle  muft  be  chafed  with  a 
warm  hand.  For  it  doth  do  wonders  in  fuch  like 
affeds  of  the  Nerves. 

After  the  fame  manner  may  Oyles  be  made  out 
of  all  gumms.  The  red,  tenacious  and  ftinking 
Oyles  of  Tartar,  Harts-horn,  Amber,  &c.  diftilled 
after  the  common  way  by  retort  are  alfo  redified 
with  fpirit  of  fait  fo  as  to  become  tranfparent  and  to' 
lofe  the  Emfyreuma  contraded  by  diftillation. 

Now  the  caufe  of  the  blackneft,  and  fetidnefs  of 
thefe  kind  of  Oyles,  is  a  certain  volatile  fait  which 
is^  to  be  found  as  well  in  Vegetables,  as  certain  A- 
nimals,  which  is  eafily  mixed  with  the  Oyle,  and 
makes  it  of  a  brown  colour.  For  every  vola¬ 
tile  fait  whether  it  be  of  Urine,  Tartar,  Amber, 
Harts-horn,  and  of  other  Vegetables  and  Animals, 
is  of  this  condition  and  nature,  as  to  exalt,  and  al¬ 
ter  the  colours  of  fulphureous  things,  and  that  either 
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for  the  worfe  or  for  the  better :  but  for  the  moft  part 
it  makes  Oyles  thick,  black  and  ftinking,  as  you 
may  fee  in  Amber,  Harts-hornj  and  Tartar-  The 
caufe  therefore  of  the  blacknefs,  and  fetidnefs  of 
thefe  Oyles  being  known  we  may  the  more  eafily 
take  heed  thereof  in  diftilling,  and  being  contraft- 
ed,  correct  them  again  by  the  help  of  fpirit  of  Salt. 
For  all  volatile  fait  hath  contrariety  to  any  acid 
fpirit,  and  on  the  other  fide,  every  acid  fpirit  hath 
a  contrariety  with  all  volatile  falts,  that  have  the 
nature  of  fait  of  Tartar.  For  metals  that  aredif- 
folved  with  acid  fpirits  are  as  well  precipitated 
with  fpirit  of  Urine,  or  any  volatile  fait  as  with 
the  liquor  of  fait  of  Tartar  ;  which  fhall  be  more 
at  large  declared  in  the  fecond  part. 

The  volatile  fait  therefore  is  by  the  mortifying 
acid  fpirits,  as  of  Salt,  Vitriol,  Allom,  Vinegar, 
&e.  deprived  of  its  volatility ,  and  is  fixed ,  by 
which  means  being  debilitated  it  forfakes  its  alToci- 
ate  which  was  infeded  with  blacknefs  by  it :  it  is 
neceflary  that  we  fliould  proceed  after  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  with  thefe  fetid  Oyles,  viz.,  as  follows. 

Take  any  fetid  Oyle  of  Tartar,  Amber,  with 
which  fill  the  fourth  part  only  of  a  glafs  Retort, 
and  upon  it  pour  by  drops  the  fpirit  of  fait ;  and  it 
will  begin  to  be  hot,  as  it  is  ufed  to  be,  when  A- 
qua  fortis  is  poured  on  fait  of  Tartar ;  wherefore 
the  fpirit  is  to  be  poured  on  it  by  little  and  little, 
and  by  drops  for  fear  of  breaking  the  glafs :  Now 
the  figne  of  the  mortification  of  the  volatile  fait 
is,  when  it  ceafeth  to  make- a  noife,  and  then  no 
more  is  to  be  poured  on,  but  fet  your  Retort  in 
fand,  &  give  fire  to  it  by  degrees,as  is  ufed  to  be  done 
in  the  rectifying  things  of  eafic  elevation :  and  firft  of 
all  will  go  forth  a  certain  ftinking  water after 
which  comes  a  tranfparent  clear,  and  odoriferous 
Oyle,  and  after  that  a  ceitain  yellow,  clear,  and 
alfo  well  fmelling  Oyle,  but  not  fo  as  the  firft , 
wherefore  each  muft  be  taken  a  part  by  changing 
the  receivers.  Now.  thefe  Oyles  become  more  grate¬ 
ful  than  thofe  fetid  ones  of  the  (hops.  For  thefe  Oyles 
retaim  their  clearnefs,  and  fairnefs,  the  caufe  of 
their  fetidnefs,  and  rednefs  being  taken  away  by  the 
fpirit  of  fait-  In  the  bottom  of  the  Retort  re¬ 
mains  the  black  volatile  fait  with  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
from  whence  it  may  be  fublimed  into  an  odoriferous 
fait  refembling  fait  armoniack  in  taft.  The  fpirit  of 
fait  is  alfo  deprived  of  its  acidity,  and  coagulated  by 
the  volatile  fait,  and  is  like  tartamm 
appointed  alfo  for  its  ufes,  as  lhall  be  fpoken  in 
the  fecond  part,  of  the  fpirit  of  Urine. 

After  the  fame  manner  alfo  are  rectified  other 
Oyles,  which  by  length  of  time  have  contracted  a 
ciarnminefs,  as  are  Oyle  of  Cinnamon,  Mace,  Cloves, 
&C.  with  the  fpirit  of  Salt,  if  they  be  rectified  by 
Retort,  for  then  they  acquire  again  both  the  fame 
clearnefs,  and  goodnefs,  as  they  had  when  they 
were  newly  diftilled. 

Here  1  muft  make  mention  of  a  certain  error  of 
Phyfitians,  not  only  of  ignorant  Galenifts  but  Spa- 
gyricks ,  committed  in  the  preparations  of  fome 
Chymical  medicaments.  For  many  have  perfwad- 
ed  themfelves  that  Oyle  of  Tartar,  Harts-horn,  &c. 
having  loft  its  Itink,  is  a  Medicine  radically  tak¬ 
ing  away  all  obftruCtions ;  but  this  muft  be  taken 
with  a  grain  of  fait.  For  fome  have  rectified  thefe 
kinds  of  Oyles  by  calcined  Vitriol,  and  by  that 
means  have  fomewhat  made  them  lofe  their  Fm- 
■pyreuma.^  but  with  all  their  Vertues*,  which  others 
obferving  have  conceived  that  the  fetidnefs  there- 


Tart  of  _ 

of  is  not  to  be  taken  away,  becaufe  the  V ertue  of 
them  is  thereby  loft,  as  if  the  Vertue  confifted  in 
the  fetidnefs  thereof ;  but  that  is  a  very  great  er¬ 
ror,  becaufe  fetidnefs  is  an  enemy  to  the  heart  and 
brain,  and  in  it  is  no  good.  But  this  is  granted, 
that  they  that  take  away  the  fetidnefs  of  thofe 
Oyles  mortifie  the  vertues  of  them.  But  thou  fayft. 
How  then  muft  we  proceed  in  taking  away  their 
fetidnefs  without  the  lofs  of  the  vertues.^  Muft  they 
be  reClified  by  the  fpirit  of  ialt  ?  as  even  now  thou 
taughteft.  R.  No,  for  although  I  faid  that  Oyles 
might  be  clarified  with  fpirit  of  fait,  yet  it  doth 
not  follow  that  my  meaning  was,  that  that  clarifi¬ 
cation  was  the  mending  of  them  ‘  This  is  only 
a  way  of  clarification ,  whereby  they  become  more 
grateful ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  flighted,  a  better  be¬ 
ing  unknown.  But  how  they  are  to  be  rectified 
from  their  fetidnefs  and  blacknefs,  without  the  lofs 
of  their  Vertues,  and  to  be  made  more  noble,  doth 
not  belong  to  this  place,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  done 
by  this  Furnace :  I  lhall  refer  the  reader  therefore 
to  the  fecond  part,  where  it  lhall  be  Ihewed,  how 
fuch  fpirits  are  to  be  rectified  without  the  lofs  of 
their  vertues,  which  being  fo  prepared  may  well  be 
accounted  for  the  fourth  Pillar  of  Phyfick.  And  thefe 
things  I  was  willing  at  leaft  for  information  fake 
to  Ihew  you,  not  to  offend  you,  and  that  becaufe 
I  was  moved  with  pity,  and  compaffion  towards 
my  neighbour. 

The  Qmntejfence  of  all  yegetMes, 

P'Our  upon  Spices,  Seeds,  Woods,  Roots,  Fruits, 
Flowers,  ^c.  the  Spirit  of  Wine  well  rectifi¬ 
ed,  place  them  in  digeftion  to  be  extracted,  untill 
all  the  effence  be  extracted  ,  wijth  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  •,  then  upon  this  Spirit  of  Wine,  being  im¬ 
pregnated,  pour  the  belt  Spirit  of  Salt ;  and  being 
thus  mixed  together,  place  them  in  Balneo  to  di- 
geft,  untill  the  Oyle  be  feparated,  and  fwim  above 
from  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  then  feparate  it  with  a 
feparating  glafs,  or  diftill  off  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
in  Balneo,  and  a  dear  Oyle  will  afeend  •,  for  if 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  be  not  abftraCfed,  then  that 
Oyle  will  be  as  red  as  blood  ;  and  it  is  the  true  quin- 
teffence  of  that  vegetable,  from  whence  by  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine  it  was  extracted. 

The  Quinteffence  of  all  Metals  and  Minerals. 

Dlflblve  any  metal  (excepting  Silver,  which  muft 
be  diffolved  in  Aqua  fortis  j  in  the  ftrongeft 
fpirit  of  Salt,  and  draw  off  the  flegm.e  in  Balneo  i 
to  that  which  remains  pour  the  belt  rectified  fpi¬ 
rit  of  Wine ,  put  it  to  digefting,  untill  the  Oyle 
be  elevated  to  the  top  as  red  as  blood ,  which  is 
the  tincture,  and  quinteffence  of  that  metal,  being  a 
moft  Precious  treafure  in  medicine. 

A  fxceet  and  red  Oyle^  of  Metals  and  Minerals. 

Dlflblve  a  Metal  or  Mineral  in  fpirit  of  Salt , 
diffolve  alfo  an  equal  weight  of  fait  of  Wine 
effentificated  i  mix  thefe  diffolutions,  and  diftill  them 
by  retort  in  a  gradual  heat,  and  there  will  come 
out  an  oyle  fweet,  and  as  red  as  blood,  together 
with  the  fpirit  of  Salt ;  and  fometimes  the  neck  of 
the  retort  and  receiver  will  be  coloured  like  a  Pea¬ 
cocks  tail  with  divers  colours,  and  fometimes.  with 
a  golden  colour. 

And  becaufe  I  would  without  any  difference  com¬ 
prehend  all  Metals  and  Minerals  under  one  certain 
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general  procefs  j  let  him  that  would  make  the  eflence 
of  filver  take  the  fpirit  of  nitre,  and  proceed  in  all 
things  as  was  fpoken  of  the  other  metals.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  ufe  of  thefe  eflences,  I  need  not  fpeak 
much  thereof ;  for  to  him  that  knows  the  prepara¬ 
tion  fhall  be  difcovered  the  ufe  thereof.  Concerning 
the  corrolive  oyles  of  metals  and  minerals,  feeing 
they  cannot  be  defcribed  by  any  one  procefs,  it  will 
be  worth  while  to  fet  down  what  is  peculiar  to  each 
of  them,  as  followeth. 

The  Oyky  or  Liquor  of  Gold. 

Dlflblve  the  calx  of  gold  in  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
(  which  muft  be  very  ftrong,  or  elfe  it  cannot 
dilTolve  it )  but  in  defed  of  the  ftrongeft  fpirit 
thereof,  mix  a  little  of  the  pureft  falt-peter ;  but 
that  oyle  is  the  belt  which  is  made  with  the  fpirit 
of  fait  alone.  From  the  gold  diffolved  abftrad  half 
the  folution,  and  there  will  remain  a  corrolive  oyle, 
upon  which  pour  the  exprelTed  juice  of  lemons,  and 
the  dilTolution  will  become  green,  and  a  few  feces 
fall  to  the  bottom,  which  may  be  reduced  in  melting. 
This  being  done,  pot  this  green  liquor  in  Balneo, 
and  draw  off  the  flegme :  that  which  remains  take 
out,  and  put  upon  a  marble  in  a  cold  moift  place, 
and  it  will  be  refolved  into  a  red  oyle,  which  may 
fafely,  and  without  danger  be  taken  inwardly,  curing 
thofe  that  are  hurt  with  Mercury.  But  efpecially  it 
is  commended  in  old  ulcers  of  the  mouth,  tongue, and 
throat,  arifing  from  the  French  pox,leprofy,fcorbute, 
&c.  where  the  oylof  other  things  cannot  befb  fafely 
ufed.  There  is  not  a  better  medicine  in  the  exulce¬ 
ration,  and  fwelling  of  the  glandules,  in  the  ulcers 
of  tongue  and  jaws,  which  doth  fooner  mundify, 
and  confolidate-  Neither  yet  mufl;  we  negled  ne- 
celTary  purgings,  and  fudorificks,  for  fear  of  a  re: 
lapfe,  the  caufe  not  being  taken  away. 

Neither  will  there  any  danger  follow,  whether  it 
be  given  inwardly,  or  ufed  outwardly,  as  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  ufe  of  other  medicaments,  and  gargarifms  j 
for  it  may  daily,  and  truly  without  all  danger  be  ufed 
at  leaft  three  times  with  a  wonderful  admiration  of 
a  quick  operation- 

/ 

Oyle  of  Mars. 

Dlffolve  thin  plates  of  Iron  in  redified  fpirit  of 
fait,  take  the  folution,  which  is  green,  of  a 
fweet  taft,  and  fmelling  like  fetid  fulphur  •,  and  filter 
it  from  that  filthy  and  feculent  refidence :  then  in  a 
glafs  gourd  in  fand,  abftrad  all  the  humidity  {•viz.. 
with  a  gentle  fire)  which  will  be  as  infipid  as  rain¬ 
water,  becaufe  the  iron  by  reafon  of  its  drynefs,  hath 
attraded  aU  the  acidity  to  itfelf:  but  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  will  remain  a  mafs  as  red  as  blood,  burning  the 
tongue  like  fire :  it  takes  away  all  proud  flelh  of 
wounds,  and  that  without  all  danger.  It  is  to  be 
kept  in  a  glafs  clofe  ftoptfrom  the  air,  left  it  be 
refolved  into  an  oyle,  which  will  be  of  a  yellow 
colour.  But  he  that  defires  to  have  the  oyle,  may 
fet  it  on  a  marble  in  a  moift  Cellar,  and  within  a 
day  it  will  be  refolved  into  an  oyle,  which  will  be 
in  colour  betwixt  yellow  and  red :  It  is  a  moft 
excellent  fecret  in  all  corroding  ulcers,  fiftulas,  can¬ 
cer,  &c.  being  an  incomparable  confolidator,  and 
mundifyer.  And  it  is  not  without  profit  mixed  al- 
fo  with  common  water  to  wafh  the  moift,  fetid 
ulcers  of  the  legp  •  which  caufe  tumours,  by  being 
apply ed  warm  like  a  bath,  for  it  dryes,  and  heals 


fuddenly,if  withal  Purges  beadminiftred.  It  cures  alfo 
any  fcab-  That  red  mafs  (being  yet  unrefolved)  being 
put  on  the  oyle  of  fand,  or  flints  f  of  which  in  the  fe- 
cond  part )  makes  a  tree  to  grow  in  the  fpace  of  one 
or  two  hours,  having  root,  trunk ,  and  boughs : 
which  being  taken  out,  and  dryed,  in  the  teft  yields 
good  gold,  which  that  tree  extradls  from  the  earth, 
i.  e.  from  the  flints,  or  fand-  Thou  mayft  if  thoii 
pleafeft,  more  accurately  examine  this  matter. 

Oyle  of  Venus. 

Spirit  of  Salt  doth  not  eafily  work  upon  Copper, 
unlefs  it  be  firft  reduced  into  a  calx,  and  that  af¬ 
ter  this  manner.  Take  plates  of  Copper  made  red 
hot  in  an  open  crucible,  quench  them  in  cold  watery 
and  they  will  cleave  into  red  fcales :  then  the  re¬ 
mainders  of  the  plates  make  red  hot,  and  quench 
as  before:  do  this  fo  often,  till  thou  haft  got  a  fuf: 
ficient  quantity  of  the  calx^  which  being  dryedj 
and  powdered,  extradt  with  the  reftified  fpirit  of 
fait,  in  fand,  until  the  fpirit  of  fait  be  fufficiently 
coloured  with  a  green  tindture,  which  you  muft  de: 
cant,  and  filter  •,  and  then  abftradl  from  it  the  fu- 
perfluous  moifture,  that  there  may  remain  a  green 
thick  oyle,  which  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  ulcers, 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  Venereal,  being  applyed  out¬ 
wardly. 

Oyle  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn. 

N Either  are  thefe  two  metals  eafily  diflblved  in 
the  fpirit  of  fait,  yet  being  filed,  are  diflblved 
in  the  beft  reftified  fpirit  of  fait-  But  the  operation 
is  performed  better  with  the  flowers  of  thefe  me¬ 
tals  ( the  preparation  whereof  (hall  be  hereafter 
taught. )  Take  therefore  the  flowers,  upon  which 
in  a  gourd  glafs  pour  the  fpirit  of  fait,  and  pre- 
fently  the_  fpirit  will  work  upon  them,  efpecially 
being  fet  in  a  warm  place ;  filter  the  yellow  folu¬ 
tion,  and  abftradt  the  humidity,  until  there  remain 
a  yellow  heavy  oyle,  which  is  proper  againft  pu¬ 
trid  ulcers. 

Oyle  of  Mercury. 

N Either  is  this  eafily  diflblved  with  the  fpirit 
of  fait;  but  being  fublimed  with  vitriol,  and 
fait  is  eafily  diflblved.  Being  diflblved  ,  it  yields 
an  oyle  very  corrofiVe ,  which  muft  be  ufed  with 
diferetion,'  wherefore  it  is  not  to  be  adminiftred, 
unlefs  it  be  where  none  of  the  other  are  to  be  had. 
For  I  faw  a  woman  fuddenly  killed  with  this  oyley 
being  applyed  by  a  certain  Chyrurgeon.  But  this 
oyle  is  not  to  be  flighted  in  eating  ulcers,  tet¬ 
ter,  ^c.  which  are  mortified  by  it. 

Oyle  of  Antimony. 

CRude  Antimony  that  hath  never  undergone  the 
fire,  is  hardly  diflblved  in  fpirit  of  fait :  as  al¬ 
fo  the  Regulus  thereof ;  but  the  Regulus  being  fub- 
tilly  poudered  ,  is  more  eafily  wrought  upon,  in  cafe 
the  fpirit  be  fufliciently  redified- 

The  Fitrum  is  more  eafily ,  but  moft  eafily  of 
all  the  flowers  are  diflblved ,  being  fuch  as  are 
made  after  our  prefeription  a  little  after  fet  down. 
Neither  is  Butyrum  Antimonii  (being  made  out  of 
fublimed  Mercury,  and  Antimony  J  .any  thing  elfe 
but  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  diflblved  with  fpirit  of 

C  z  fait. 
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fait  •  for  filblimed  Mercury  being  mixed  with  ^^^i' 
monv  feeling  the  heat  of  the  fire,  is  forfaxen  by  the 

corrollve  fpirits  afibciating  ^ ® 

timony,  whence  comes  the  thick  Oyle  ^  whileft  which 
is  done  the  fulphur  of  Antimony  is  joy^ed  <:o  the 
Qnick-filver,  and  yields  a  Cinnabar,  to 

Hfe  neck  of  the  Retort-,  but  the  refidue  of  the  Mer¬ 
cury  remains  in  the  bottom  with  the 
tmm,  becauiba  little  part  thereof  doth  djftiH  off. 

And  if  thou  haft  skill  thou  may  ft  recover  the  whole 
weieht  of  the  Mercury  again.  _  ,  u  .  n. 

And  thefe  things  1  was  willing  the  rather  to  (hew 
'tnee,  becaufe  many  think  this  is  the  Oyle  of  Mercu-- 
rv  and  therefore  that  white  powder  made  thence 
hv  the  pouring  on  of  abundance  of  water  they  call 
with  which  there  is  no  m.xtnre  at 
all  of  Mercury,  for  it  is  meer  Reg^ulus  pf  Antimo'- 
nv  dilfolved  with  fpirit  of  Salt,  which  is  again  fe- 
oarated  when  the  water  is  poured  on  the  Anti- 
raonial  butter  ;  as  is  feen  by  e^xperience For  that 
white  pouder  being  dryed,  and  melted  m  a  cruci¬ 
ble  yields  partly  a  yellow  Glafs,  and  partly  alfo  a 

Renulus,  but  no  Mercury  at  all. 

Whence  it  doth  necelfarily  follow  t^t  that  thick 
ovle  is  nothing  elfe  but  Antimony  dilTolved  infpi- 
rir  of  Salt.  For  the  flowers  of  Antimony  being 
mixed  with  fpirit  of  Salt,  make  pn  oyle  in  all  re- 
fneds  like  to  that  butter  which  is  made  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  and  fnblimated  Mercury,  which  alfo  is  after 
Sie  fa^rae  manner  by  the  affufion  of  a  good  quanti- 
Jrof  water  precipitated  into  a  white  pouder,  which 
il commonly  called  Merartus  vtu:  It  is  alfo  by 
the  fame  way  turned  into  Bez.o.rMcurn  mmral.xii. 
b/abftraaing  the  fpirit  of  Nitre,  and  it  is  nothing 

''‘jo‘;1t'i^l"htr 7a-t  Diaphotetick  be 
made  with  fpirit  of  Nitre,  or  with  Nitre  it  felf, 
cotporeri,  for  t^'^^ave  the  fame  veitug 

» t^e^L^fthr  bV^e  !  ,rhe^ 

Fs  no  difference.  But  let  every  one  be  free  in  his  own 
^dgmen^  thofe  things  which  I 
not  Writ  out  of  ambition,  but  to  find  out  the 

Now  again  to  our  purpofe,  which  ^ofhewan 

oyle  of  Antimony  made  with  5  r 

Take  a  pound  of  the  flowers  of  Antimony  fof 
l  lirfle  after  )  upon  which  pour  two  pound 
of 'tt  b  ft  reft  fed  fpHt,  mix  them  well  together 
•  d  falaft  and  ftt  them  in  fand  a  day  and  mght 
“  dU lo Iv’e  then  pour  out  that  folution  together 
with  the  flowers  into  a  retort  that  is  coated,  which 
fet  in  find,  and  firft  give  a  gentle  fire,  untm  the 
fleene  be  come  off,  then  follows  a  weak  fpirit  with 
a  llSh-  ftranger  fire,  for  theftronger  fpirits  remain 
?n  he  bottom  with  the  Antimony :  then  give  a 
Lngei  fire,  and  there  will  come  forth  an  oyle  like 
"  “he  butter  of  Acrimony  made  wnh  fib!  med 
Mercury,  and  is  appropriated  to  the  fame  ufes,  as 

follows, 

nefioma  cf  A>mmrvj,  WhUt  mi  rmitivl. 

T’Ake  of  this  butter  as  much  as  you  pleaje , 

large  glafs  pour  a  gieat  qucrutity 

the^  white  flowers  will  precipitate  no  more ,  then 

dccmitoffthe  water  from  the  ; 

corate  with  warm  water,  and  dry  with  a  gentle  heat, 

and  thou  fl^alt  have  a  white  pouder. 


The  Dofc  is,  that  i-  2.  3.  8.  10.  grains  be 
macerated  for  the  fpace  of  a  night  in  wine,  which  is 
to  be  drank  in  the  morning,  and  it  worketh  upward 
and  downward  .  But  it  is  not  to  be  given  to  chil¬ 
dren,  thofe  that  be  old ,  and  weak,  but  to  thole 
that  be  ftrong,  and  accuftomed  to  vomiting.  VVhen 
at  any  time  this  infufion  is  taken  and  doth  not  work, 
affometimesit  falls  out,  but  makes  the  Patient  very 
lick,  he  muft  provoke  vomiting  with  his  finger,  or  clfe 
it  will  not  work ,  but  make  thofe  that  have  taken 
it  to  be  lick,  and  debilitated  even  to  death.  We 
muft  alfo  in  the  over  much  working  of  thefe  flow¬ 
ers  drink  a  draught  of  warm  Beer,  or  rather  of 
warm  Water,  decoded  with  Chervil,  or  Parfly,  and 
they  will  work  more  mildly.  But  let  not  him  that 
is  able  to  bear  the  operation  thereof  any  way  hinder 
it,  for  there  is  the  greater  hope  of  recovering  his 
health  thereby,  for  they  do  excellently  purge  cho- 
ler,  and  evacuate  flegme  in  the  Stomack,^  being  hu¬ 
mors  that  will  not  yield  to  other  Catharticks  •,  they 
open  obftrudions,  refift  the  putrefadion  of  the  blood, 
the  caufes  of  many  difeafes,  fnch  as  are  Feavers , 
Head-aches,  &c.  they  are  good  for  them  that  are 
Leprous,  Scorbutical,  Melancholical,  Hypochondri¬ 
acal,  infeded  with  the  French- Pox,  and  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Plague.  In  brief,  they  do  work 
gallantly,  and  do  many  things-  ^ 

After  the  taking  of  them,  the  Patient  muft  ftay 
in  his  bed  or  at  leaft  not  go  forth  of  his  houfe, 
for  to  avoid  the  aire,  or  otlierwife  they  may  be 
miftrufted. 

And  bccaufe  of  their  violence  they  are  feared, 
and  hated,  I  (hall  in  the  fourth  part  of  this  Book  for 
the  fake  of  the  fick  fet  down  fnch  as  are  milder , 
and  fafer,  fnch  as  lhall  work  rather  downward  than 
upward,  caufing  eafie  vomits,  which  alfo  thou  may- 
eft  give  to  children,  and  thofe  that  are  old  with¬ 
out  danger,  yet  fome  refped  being  had  of  the  di- 
feafe,  and  age. 


The  flowers  of  Antimony  diafhoreticaU 

The  forefaid  flowers  if  they  be  caft  into  mel¬ 
ted  Nitre,  and  be  left  a  while  in  melting,  are 
made  fixt,  fo  as  to  become  Diaphoretical,  and  lofe 
their  Cathartical  Vertue.  The  acid  water  being 
feparated  from  the  flowers,  if  it  be  evaporated, 
leaves  behind  the  beft  fpirit  of  fait,  ferving  for  the 
fame  or  fnch  like  ufes  again. 

Of  the  External  nfe  of  the  Corroflve  Oyle  of 
Antimony. 

THis  oyle  hath  been  long  ufed  by  Cbirurgions, 
for  they  have  with  a  feather  apply ed  it  to 
wounds  almoft  uncurable,  to  feparate  impurities, 
for  the  acceleration  of  the  cure,  that  afterwards  other 
medicaments  being  apply  ed  may  the  better  ope¬ 
rate.  But  it  is  better  if  it  be  mipd,  with  fpi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  for  they  are  eafily  mixed  and  it  is 
made  more  mild  thereby,  and  the  too  great  cor- 
rofive  faculty  thereof  is  mitigated.  Neither  is  there 
any  other  befides  the  fpirit  of  Salt,  with  which 
this  oyle  can  be  mixed,  unlefs  it  be  the  ftrongelt 
fpirit  of  Nitre,  for  the  weak  fpirit  of  Nitre  preci¬ 
pitates  the  butter  of  Antimony,  as  you  may  fee  in 
the  preparation  of  Bet-oardienm  Minerale^  But  the 
ftrongelt  fpirit  of  nitre  diflblving  this  butter,  makes 
a  red  folution  of  wonderfull  Vertue  in  Chymiftry, 

of  which  we  are  not  to  treat  in  this  place  *,  and  if 

this 
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this  be  drawn  off  again  by  diftillation,  it  leaves  be¬ 
hind  the  firft  time  a  fixed  Antimony,  and  Diaphoreti- 
cal  which  otherwife  mufl;  be  drawn  off  twice,  or 
thrice^  -y/z,,  if  it  be  weak,  and  not  able  to  diflblve 
the  butter  without  precipitation.  ,  .  .  . 

Now  this  Bez.oardicumvi  thebelf,  and  lafell  Dia- 
nhoretick  in  all  difeafes  that  require  fw eat,  as  in  the 
plague,  French  pox,  feavers,  fcorbute,  leprofy,  &c. 
if  it  be  given  from  6.  8.  lo.  to  twenty  grains  in  pro¬ 
per  vehicles  •,  it  penetrates  the  whole  body,  andeva# 
cuates  ail  evil  humours  by  fweat  and  urine. 


The  Oyl  of  Arfenic  and  Auripigmentum. 

A  S  the  fpirit  of  fait  doth  not  eafily  work  upon 
J\  Antimony  by  reafon  of  the  abundance  of  crude 
fulphur  unlefs  it  be  reduced  into  flowers,  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  whereof,  fome  part  of  its  fulphur  is  burnt-, 
Ibalfo  Jrfenic  and  Anri  figment  urn  are  hardly  diflblv- 
cd  with  fpirit  of  fait,  unlefs  they  be  reduced  into 
flowers,  and  the  fpirit  of  fait  be  very  ftrong,  which 
may  be  able  to  work  upon  it.  Thefe  may  be  diftilled 
by  retort  like  Antimony  into  a  thick  heavy  oyl  ^ 
which  being  ufed  incancrous  eating  ulcers,  exceeds 
that  of  Antimony  in  mortifying,  mundifying,  and 
purging  thofe  evils.  After  the  fame  manner  may 
corrofive  oyls  be  made  out  of  all  the  realgars  being 
ordained  for  outward  ufes. 

Oyl  of  Lapis  Calaminaris. 

TAke  of  the  bed;  yellow  or  red  Lapis  C aUminaris 
very  fubtilly  powdered,  as  much  as  you  pleafe, 
and  pour  upon  it  five  or  fix  times  as  much  of  reLtified 
fpirit  of  fait,  mix  and  ftir  them  well  together,  and 
do  not  leave  them  long  unftirred,  but  ever  and  anon 
fliake  the  glafs  with  the  materials  j  and  this  do  of¬ 
tentimes,  or  elfe  the  Lapis  Calaminaris  will  grow  to¬ 
gether  into  a  veryhard  ftone, which  can  be  diflblved  no 
more, and  is  prevented  by  the  aforefaid  often  lhaking : 
and  When  the  fpirit  of  fait  will  diflblve  no  more  there-- 
of  in  frigtdo,  fet  the  glafs  in  warm  fand  fo  long,  un¬ 
til  the  $irit  be  tinged  with  a  moft  yellow  colour, 
whicfi  then  decant,  and  pour  on  frelh,  and  again  fet 
it  in  digeftion  to  extrad,  and  do  not  forget  to  fliake 
the  glafs  often.  The  folution  being  finiflied  filter  it, 
and^caft  away  the  refidue  of  the  terra  mortna.  After= 
wards  fet  the  folution  in  fand,  and  give  fire,  and  al- 
moft  three  parts  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  will  go  over  in- 
fipid,  which  is  nothing  but  the  flegme,  although  the 
fpirit  was  never  fo  well  rectified  ;  the  reafon  whereof 
is  the  mofl:  dry  nature  of  lapis  calaminaris,  to  which 
the  fpirit  of  fait  is  very  friendly,  and  therefore  very 
hard  to  be  feparated  from  it.  For  I  never  knew  any 
mineral  or  metal  (  befide  Zinck  )  which  exceeds  lapis 
calaminaris  in  drynefs.  At  lafl:  when  no  more  flegm 
will  go  over,  let  all  things  cool  -,  which  being  done, 
take  out  the  glafs,  and  thou  (halt  find  a  red  thick 
oyl,  as  fat  as  oyl  olive,  and  not  very  corrofive  ^  for 
that  fpirit  of  fait  being  almoft  mortified  with  the  lapis 
calaminaris  is  deprived  of  its  acidity.  This  oyl  is  to 
be  kept  from  the  air  y  or  elfe  within  a  few  dayes  it 
attrads  much  air  which  it  converts  into  water,  and 
thereby  becomes  weakened. 

This  Oyl  is  of  wonderful  Vertue,  being  ufed  as 
well  inwardly  as  outwardly.  And  I  wonder  that  in 
fo  long  a  time  there  hath  been  no  body,  who  hath 
operated  in  lapis  calaminaris  and  deferibed  the  nature 
thereof,  feeing  it  hath  in  it  a  golden  fulphur  (  of 
which  thing  in  the  fourth  Part)  for  if  the  lerreftre- 


ity  thereof  were  feparated  from  it  artificially,  purC 
gold  would  be  manifefted  therein  now  the  greateft 
part  thereof  is  volatile,  and  immature,  and  cannot 
eafily  be  reduced  into  a  body  in  melting,  wherefore 
hitherto  that  ftone  hath  not  been  efteemed  of  by  Chy- 
mifts,  but  to  the  wife  was  alwayes  pretious,  ^c. 

The  ufe  of  the  Oyl  of  Lapis  Calaminaris. 

IF  it  be  given  from  i.  2.  f  drops  to  ten,  and  fifteen 
with  futable  vehicles,  it  purgeth  the  dropfy,  le¬ 
profy,  gout,  and  other  noxious  fixed  humors  not 
yielding  to  vegetable  Catharticks,  of  which  more  at 
large  in  the  fecond  Part  of  the  fpirit  of  urine  and  fait 
of  tartar.  It  ferves  outwardly  for  an  excellent  vul¬ 
nerary  balfome,  the  like  to  which  canfcarce  be  fhew^- 
ed,  not  only  in  reducing  old  corrupt  wounds,  butal« 
fo  in  thofe  that  are  green,  for  it  doth  powerfully  dry, 
mundify,  and  confolidate- 

It  isalfo  ufed  in  houfliold  affairsi'  for  birdlime  be¬ 
ing  diflblved  in  it,  yields  a  certain  tenacious  matter 
ferving  to  catch  birds,  mice,  &c.  about  the  houfe  or 
in  the  field .  For  it  is  as  permanent  in  the  heat  of  the 
Sun,  as  in  the  cold  of  Winter,  wherefore  it  may  be 
ufed  at  any  time  of  the  year  ^  all  fmall  animals  ftick 
to  it  if  they  do  but  touch  the  matter, 

A  ligature  or  firing  fmeered  therewith,  and  bound 
about  any  tree  prevents  the  fpiders  from  climbing  up 
thereon,  and  other  kinds  of  infedls  that  are  noxious 
to  the  fruit ;  a  thing  Worth  taking  notice  of. 

This  oyl  is  not  by  the  pouring  on  of  water  corrupt¬ 
ed,  neither  is  it  precipitated,  as  that  of  Antimony : 
wherefore  it  is  ufeful  for  many  things.  Common 
yellow  fulphur  boy  led  in  it,  'viz,.  in  a  ftrong  fire,  fo 
as  to  be  dilfolved  in  it,  fwims  upon  it  like  fat,  is 
thereby  purified  and  made  as  tranfparent  as  yellow 
pellucid  glafs,  and  a  better  medicine  than  thofe  com¬ 
mon  flowers  of  fulphur  :  it  ferves  alfo  for  other  ufes, 
all  which  to  relate  here  it  would  be  too  tedious. 

This  oyl  being  mixed  with  clean  fand,  and  diftilled 
by  retort  in  a  fire  that  is  very  ftrong  (  otherwife  the 
fpirit  of  fait  will  not  leave  the  lapis  calaminaris')  yields 
a  moft  fiery  fpirit,  the  lapis  calaminaris  remaining  irf 
the  bottom  of  the  retort. 

This  fpirit  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  can  feafee  be  kept  i 
it  diflblves  all  metals,  and  all  minerals  (  excepting 
filver  and  fulphur)  wherefore  by  the  help  thereof 
many  excellent  medicaments  are  made,  which  cannot 
be  made  with  the  common  fpirit  though  never  fo  well 
redified,  which  although  it  be  often  redified,  yet  it 
is  not  without  flegm,  which  cannot  be  feparated  from 
it  by  the  power  of  redification ,  lo  well  as  with  la¬ 
pis  calaminaris. 

This  fpirit  doth  perform  many  things  in  medicine, 
&  alchymy,as  alfo  in  other  arts, as  you  may  eafily  con- 
jedure  5  but  here  is  not  opportunity  to  fpeak  more  of 
thefe  things,  yet  for  the  fake  of  the  fick  I  fliall  add 
one  thing, to  which  few  things  are  to  be  compared  \  the 
plain  &  Ihort  procefs  whereof  I  would  not  have  thee 
be  offended  at-  And  it  is  this,'y^2:.  mix  this  fpirit  with 
the  beft  redifyed  fpirit  of  wine,  digeft  this  mixture 
fome  while,  and  the  fpirit  of  fait  will  feparate  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  will  make  the  oyl  of  wine  fwim 
on  the  top,  the  volatile  fait  being  mortified:  and 
this  oyl  is  a  moft  incomparable  cordial,  efpecially 
if  with  the  faid  fpirit  of  wine, /pices  have  firft  been 
extraded,  and  with  the  faid  fpirit  of  fait,  gold  hath 
been  diflblved.  For  then  in  the  digeftion  of  this 
mixture,  the  oyl  of  wine  being  feparated,  attrads 
the  effcnce  of  the  cordial  fpecies,  and  of  other  ve- 
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getables,  being  extraded  before  with  the  fpirit  of 
wine,  as  alfo  the  tindure  of  gold,  and  fo  by  confe- 
quence  a  moft  efficacious  incomparable  and  univerfal 
medicine  for  all  difeafes,  fortifying  the  Hu?nidHm  ra- 
dicalcj  that  it  may  be  able  to  overcome  its  enemies 
for  which  let  praife  and  glory  be  given  to  the  im¬ 
mortal  God  for  ever  who  hath  revealed  to  us  fo 
great  fecrets. 

Of  the  Extrinfecal  nfe  of  the  Jpirit  of  Salt  in  the  Kitchen. 

I  Said  before  that  inftead  of  Vinegar,  and  verjuice 
it  may  be  iifed,  as  alfo  inftead  of  the  juice  of  Li- 
raons,  now  it  remains  that  I  ffiew  you  how  it  is  to  be 
iifed,  and  that  indeed  as  well  for  the  fake  of  the  heal¬ 
thy  as  the  fick. 

Let  him  therefore  that  will  drefs  a  pullet,  pigeons, 
veal,  &c.  in  the  firft  place  put  a  fufficieiit  quantity 
of  fpices,  of  water,  and  butter,  and  then  as  he  plea- 
feth  a  greater,  or  leller  quantity  of  fpirit  of  fait: 
and  by  this  means  fleOies  are  fooner  made  ready  be- 
irg  boyled,  then  that  common  way;  an  old  hen 
though  the  flefli  thereof  be  old  is  made  as  tender  as 
a  chicken  by  the  addition  of  this  fpirit :  but  he  that 
will  ufe  it  inftead  of  the  juice  of  Limons  with  roll 
meat,  mull  put  into  it  the  pill  of  Limons  for  prefer- 
vation  fake,  becaufe  it  prefer ves  it.  It  is  ufed  in¬ 
ftead  of  verjuice  by  it  felf  alone,  or  mixed  with  a 
little  fugar,  if  it  be  too  acid- 

He  that  will  ftew  beef,  and  make  it  as  tender  as 
kid,  muft  firft  diffolve  in  it  tartar  and  a  little  fait  be¬ 
fore  he  wets  the  fleffi  therewith,  and  the  fleffi  will  not 
only  be  preferved  but  made  tender  thereby  :  but  to 
keep  flelh  a  long  time  you  muft  mix  fome  water 
therewith,  and  with  weights  prefs  down  the  flelh, 
that  it  may  be  covered  with  the  pickle :  for  by  this 
means  flefli  may  be  preferved  a  great  while. 

After  the  fame  manner  may  all  kinds  of  garden 
fruits  be  preferved,  as  cucumbers,  purflain,  fennel, 
broom,  German  capers,  c.  and  indeed  better  than 
in  vinegar.  Alfo  flowers,  and  hearbs  may  a  long 
while  be  preferved  by  the  help  thereof,  fo  that  you 
may  have  a  rofe  all  the  winter. 

It  preferves  alfo  wine,  if  a  little  be  mixed  there¬ 
with.  A  little  thereof  being  mixed  with  milk  pre¬ 
cipitates  the  cheefe,  which  if  it  be  rightly  made  is 
never  corrupted,  being  like  to  fuch  cheefe  as  they 
call  Parmefan.  The  whey  of  that  milk  diflblves  I- 
ron,  and  cures  any  fcab  being  walked  there¬ 
with. 

With  the  help  of  fpirit  of  fait  is  made  with  honey, 
and  fugar  a  moft  pleafant  drink,  not  unlike  to  wine. 
There  is  made  alfo  of  certain  fruits  with  the  fpirit 
of  fait  a  very  good  vinegar  like  to  the  Rhenilh  vi¬ 
negar-  Such  and  many  more  things,  which  I  will 
not  now  divulge,  may  be  done  with  fpirit  of  fait- 
And  thus  have  I  in  fome  meafure  taught  the  ufe  of 
the  fpirit  of  fait,  which  I  would  not  have  you  take 
as  if  1  had  revealed  all  things  ;  for,  brevities  fake, 
as  alfo  for  fome  other  reafons  I  have  lilently  palTed 
over  many  things.  Neither  do  I  know  all  things  my 
felf:  but  thofc  things,  which  I  do  know,  I  have  fo 
far  declared  that  others  may  from  thence  have  hints 
of  feeking  further.  He  that  would  defcribe  all,  and 
every  power  and  vertue  thereof,  had  need  to  write  a 
whole  volum,  the  which  is  not  my  purpofe  at  this 
time  to  do,  but  may  perhaps  be  done  another  time- 
There  fliall  alfobelhewed  in  the  fecond  part  of  this 
book,  fome  fecrets  which  may  be  prepared  by  the 
help  of  this  fpirit :  as  how  it  may  be  dulcified  to  e.x- 


traft  the  tinfture  of  gold,  and  of  other  metals,  leav¬ 
ing  a  white  body,  which  tindture  is  a  medicine  not 
to  be  flighted.  Wherefore  now  feeing  it  is  manr- 
feft  how  great  things  this  fpirit  can  do,  every  one 
will  delire  a  good  quantity  for  his  houfliold  ufes,  ef- 
pecially  feeing  moft  excellent  fpirits  may  be  made  af¬ 
ter  an  ealie  and  Ihort  way. 

/ 

How  an  acid  fpirit,  or  vinegar  may  be  dif  tiled  out  of  all 
^  vegetables,  as  hearbs,  woods ,  roots,  feeds,  &c- 

* 

FIrft  put  a  few  living  coals  into  the  furnace,  then 
put  upon  them  the  wood  that  is  to  be  diftilled, 
that  it  may  be  burnt :  out  of  which  whilft  it  is  burn¬ 
ing  goes  forth  the  acid  fpirit  thereof  into  the  re¬ 
ceiver,  where  being  condenfed  it  falls  down  into  a- 
nother  receiver,  refembling  almoft  common  vinegar 
in  its  fmell,  wherefore  alfo  it  is  called  the  vinegar  of 

Wjods. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  draw  forth  an  acid 
fpirit  out  of  any  wood,  or  vegetable,  and  that  in  a 
great  quantity  without  cofts,  becaufe  the  wood  to  be 
diftilled  is  put  but  upon  a  very  few  living  coals,  and 
upon  that  another,  for  one  kindles  the  other  ;  and 
this  fpirit  requires  no  more  charges  than  of  the 
wood  to  be  diftilled  which  is  a  great  difference 
betwixt  this,  and  the  common  way  of  diitiliing, 
where  befides  retorts,  is  required  another  fire  ;  and 
out  of  a  great  retort  fcarce  a  pound  of  fpirit  is  drawn 
in  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  hours  ^  whereas  in  ours  in 
the  fpace  of  one  day,  and  that  without  any  coft  or 
labor  may  be  extraded  twenty  or  thirty  pound,  be¬ 
caufe  the  vyood  is  immediately  to  be  caft  into  the  fire 
to  be  diftilled,  and  that  not  in  pieces,  but  whole. 
Now  this  fpirit  (being  reTified )  may  commodioufly 
be  ufed  in  divers  Chymical  operations,  for  it  doth 
eafily  dilTolve  animal  ftones,  as  the  eyesof  Crabs,  the 
ftones  of  Perches,  and  Carps,  Corals  alfo  and  Pearl, 
as  doth  vinegar  of  wine.  By  means  thereof 
alfo  are  diflblved  the  glafles  of  metals,  as  of  tin, 
lead,  Antimony,  and  are  extraded,  and  reduced  in¬ 
to  fweet  oyles. 

This  vinegar  being  taken  inwardly  of  it  felf  doth 
caufe  fweat  wonderfully,  wherefore  it  is  good  in  ma¬ 
ny  difeafes,  efpecially  that  which  is  made  of  Oak, 
Box;  Guaiacura,  Juniper,  and  other  heavy  woods  •, 
for  by  how  much  the  heavier  the  woods  are,  by  fo 
much  the  more  acid  fpirit  do  they  yield- 
Being  ufed  outwardly  it  mundifies  ulcers,  wounds, 
confolidates,  extinguilheth,  and  mitigates  inflamma¬ 
tions  caufed  by  fire,  cures  the  fcab,  but  efpecially  tfie 
decodion  being  made  of  its  own  wood  in  the  fame. 
Being  mixed  with  warm  water  for  a  bath  for  the  low¬ 
er  part  of  the  body,  it  cures  occult  difeafes  of  wo¬ 
men  ;  as  alfo  malignant  ulcers  of  the  leggs, 

This  fpirit  therefore  deferves  fome  place  in  the 
(hops,  i-  e.  it  isunjuftly  rejeded  in  the  Ihops,  feeing 
it  is  eafie  to  be  made.  In  diftilling  of  wormwood  and 
other  vegetables,  there  remaines  in  the  bottom  of  the 
furnace  alhes,  which  being  extraded  with  warm  wa¬ 
ter  yields  a  fait  by  decodion,  which  being  again 
diflblved  in  its  own  fpirit  or  vinegar,  and  filtred,  doth 
by  the  evaporation  of  the  flegm,  being  placed  in  a 
cold  place  pafs  intoa  Cryftaliine  fait,  which  is  of  a 
pleafant  taft,  not  like  unto  a  lixivium,  nor  unto  other 
falts  that  are  dilTolved  in  theair.This  fait  is  alfo  more 
efficacious  (being  reduced  into  Cryftals  by  its  proper 
Spirit )  than  that  which  is  made  by  the  help  of  fulphur, 
or  Aqua  fortis,  and  oyl  of  Vitriol,  and  otherways 
which  Chyraifts,  and  Apothecaries  ufe. 


The 


tl 


Pbilofofhical  FurnaceT, 


The  fpirk  of  paper  and  limen  cloath, 

Pieces  of  linnen  cloth  gathered,  and  got  from  Serap- 
fters  being  call  into  the  furnace  upon  living  coals, 
yield  a  moft  acid  fpirit, which  tingeth  the  nailes,skin, 
&  hair  with  a  yellow  colour, reftores  members  deftroy- 
cd  with  cold,  is  good  in  a  gangrene,  and  eryfipelas 
if  linen  clothes  wet  in  the  fame  be  applyed  ther9- 
to,  &c.  The  fame  doth  fpirit  made  of  paper,  viz.. 
of  the  pieces  thereof- 

The  fpirit  of  filk^ 

After  the  fame  manner  is  there  a  fpirit  made  of 
pieces  of  lilk,  which  is  not  fo  (harp  as  that 
which  is  made  of  linnen  and  paper,  neither  doth  it 
tinge  the  Skin,  but  is  moft  excellent  in  wounds  as 
well  old  as  green,  and  it  makes  the  Skin  beauti¬ 
ful- 

The  fpirit  of  mans  hair^  and  of  other  animals^  as  'alfo 

of  horns. 

Out  of  horns  alfo ,  and  hair  is  made  a  fpirit, 
but  moft  fetid,  wherefore  it  is  not  fo  ufeful, 
although  otherwife  it  may  ferve  for  divers  arts :  be¬ 
ing  reftified  it  comes  clear  and  to  be  of  the  odour 
of  the  fpirit  of  urine-  It  dilfolves  common  ful- 
phur,  and  yields  a  water,  that  cures  the  fcab  in  a 
very  Ihort  time.. 

Now  for  this  bufinefs  ,  Ihreds  of  woollen  cloth 
undyed  may  ferve ,  being  call  in  a  good  quantity 
into  the  furnace.  Pieces  of  cloath  dipt  in  this  fpi¬ 
rit  and  hanged  in  vineyards ,  and  fields,  keep  out 
Deer  and  Swine  from  coming  in,  becaufe  they  are 
afraid  of  the  fmell  of  that  fpirit,  as  of  an  huntfman 
that  waits  to  catch  them. 

The  fpirit  of  vinegar,  honey,  and  fagar. 

He  that  will  diftil  liquid  things,  muft  call  red  hot 
coals  into  them,  as  for  example  into  vinegar 
in  the  furnace,  or  if  it  be  honey,  or  fugar,  let  them 
firft  be  dilToIved  in  water,  by  which  means  they  will 
be  drank  up  by  the  coals,  which  being  therewith  im¬ 
pregnated,  muft  afterwards  at  feveral  times  be  call; 
into  the  furnace,  and  be  burnt ;  and  whilft  the  coals 
are  burning,  that  which  is  incombuftible  comes  forth. 
And  by  this  means  you  may  diftil  liquid  things  in  a 
great  quantity. 

Vinegar  which  isdiftilled  this  way,  is  of  the  fame 
nature,  as  that  which  is  diftilled  in  clofe  veflels. 

But  honey  and  fugar  that  are  diftilled  after  this 
manner,  are  a  little  altered,  and  acquire  other  ver- 
tues :  but  how  they  lhall  be  diftilled  without  the  lofs 
of  their  volatile  fpirit  lhall  be  taught  in  the  fecond 
Part.  Alfo  after  this  manner  may  all  liquid  things 
being  drunk  up  by  living  coals  be  diftilled. 

Of  the  ufe  of  diftilled  vinegar  many  things  might 
be  faid,  but  becaufe  the  Books  of  all  the  Chymifts 
treat  abundantly  thereof,  I  account  it  needlefs  to 
repeat  what  they  have  writ-  Yet  this  is  worth 
taking  notice  of,  that  the  lharpeft  vinegar  hath  a 
great  affinity  with  fome  metals,  which  may  be  ex= 
trailed  by  the  help  thereof ;  alfo  diflblved,  and  re¬ 
duced  into  medicaments  ;  yea,  many  things  may  be 
made  with  the  help  thereof,  as  the  books  of  all  the 
Chymifts  teftify. 

But  there  is  yet  another  vinegar,  of  which  there 


j  is  often  mention  made  in  the  books  of  Philofophers^ 
by  the  help  whereof,  many  wonderful  things  ard 
performed  in  the  folution  of  metals,  the  name  where¬ 
of  the  ancients  have  been  filent  in-,  of  which  Ido 
not  here  treat,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  made  by  this 
furnace  ;  but  I  lhall  treat  of  it  in  another  part ;  yet 
fo  that  I  incur  not  the  Curfe  of  the  Philofophers, 

How  fpirits  may  be  made  out  of  khe  fait  of  tartar,  -y/- 
triolated  tartar^  the  fpirit  of  fait  tartariz.ated,'  and 
of  other  fuch  like  fixed  falts. 

AS  many  Chymifts  as  there  hath  been ,  almoft 
all  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  a  fpirit  can= 
not  be  drawn  out  of  fait  of  tartar,  and  other  fixed 
falts.  For  experience  hath  taught  that  by  retort 
little  or  no  fpirit  can  be  drawn  from  thence,  as  I 
had  often  experience  of  before  the  invention  of 
this  furnace:  the  reafon  of  which  thing  was  the 
admixtion  of  fand,  earth,  bole,  pouder  of  tiles, 
for  to  prevent  the  flowing  of  the  fait  of  tartar,  being 
by  this  means  difperfed.  But  this  is  done  through 
the  ignorance  of  Authors,  who  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  properties  of  fait  of  tartar.  For  a  ftony 
matter,  as  fand,  flint,  bole,  c^c.  being  mixed  with 
fait  of  tartar,  feeling  the  heat  of  the  fire,  and  be-^‘ 
ing  made  red  with  the  fame,  is  joyned  to  it  moft 
clofely,  fo  as  no  fpirit  can  be  drawn  from  thence, 
but  become  a  moft  hard  ftone.  For  fand,  and  fuch 
things  that  are  like  to  it,  have  fo  great  an  affinity 
with  the  fait  of  tartar,  that  being  once  united  can 
fcarce  ever  be  feparated.^  Yet  it  may  be  made  by 
Art  by  the  addition  of  pure  fand,  or  flint,  becaufe 
the  whole  fubftance  of  the  fait  of  tartar  may  be 
turned  into  a  fpirit  in  the  fpace  of  one  or  two 
hours,  as  lhall  be  taught  in  the  fecond  part,  and 
it  excells  all  other  medicaments  invertue,  in  curing 
the  ftone,  and  gout.  And  if  by  ths  regiment  of 
art  there  be  left  any  Caput  Mortuam  in  the  diftil- 
lation,  it  hath,  being  dilTolved  in  the  air,  a  power 
to  putrify  metals  being  prepared,  and  mixed  with 
it,  in  the  fpace  of  few  hours,  fo  as  to  make  them 
become  black,  and  to  grow  up  like  trees  with  their 
roots,  trunks,  and  boughs,  which  by  how  much  the 
longer  they  are  fo  left,  become  the  better-  Of  calx 
of  lead  being  fubtilized,  and  of  fait  of  tartar  may 
be  made  a  fpiritus  gradatorius  of  wonderful  vertues 
as  well  in  Medicine  as  Alchymy-  There  is  made 
of  the  Caput  Mortuum^  per  deliquium  a  green  liquor 
which  doth  wonderful  things ;  whence  it  is  proved. 
That  Saturn  is  not  the  lowefi  of  the  Planets  ^  enough 
to  the  wife. 

And  fo  is  the  Lac  Virginis^  and  thePhilofophical  Sanguis 
Draconis  made. 

Sometimes  there  is  found  a  certain  earth,  or  bole, 
which  hath  no  affinity  with  tartar,  which  being 
mixed  with  fait  of  tartar  yields  a  fpirit,  but  very 
little.  But  in  this  furnace  may  all  fixed  things  be 
elevated,  becaufe  the  fpecies  not  being  included  in 
it,  but  difperfed,  being  call  upon  the  fire,  are  from 
the  fire  elevated  through  the  aire ,  and  are  being 
refrigerated  in  the  recipients  again  condenfed,  which 
cannot  be  fo  well  done  by  a  clofe  retort. 

He  therefore  that  will  make  the  fpirit  of  the  fait  of 
tartar,  need  do  nothing  elfe  than  to  caft  the  calci¬ 
ned  tartar  into  the  fire ,  and  it  will  wholly  come 
over  in  a  fpirit :  but  then  there  are  required  glafs 
recipients,  becaufe  thofe  that  are  earthen  cannot  re¬ 
tain  it.  ,  D  z  And5 


II 


The  First  Part  of 


And  this  is  the  way  whereby  moft  fixed  falts  are 
dillHled  intoafpiritby  thehrlb  furnace.  In  the  fe- 
cond  furnace  (viz.,  in  the  furnace  of  the  fecond  Part) 

It  ma-  be  done  better,  and  eafcr,  where  together 
with  ihe  preparation  Ihall  be  taught  the  ufe  there- 

of. 

rkfprit:,  flcmys,  onifdn  of  Miner aU  nnd  fione,. 

Y  this  way  fpirits  may  beraifed  from  any  mine- 
R  J  ralorftone,  and  that  without  the  addition  of  a- 

nrher  thinsi  :  yet  fo  as  that  the  minerals,  and 
ftones  as  flints,  Cryftal,  talk,  Upts  cdamtnarts, 
MavcaVite,  Antimony,  being  ground  be  with  an  Iron 
e  raft  upon  the  coals,  and  there,  will  arife  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  certain  acid  .fpirit,  fome  fait  and 
xvhich  are  to  be  waflied  off  from  the  recipients,  and 
filtred,  and  the  flowers  will  remain  in  Ghana  htbuU, 
or  filter  for  the  water  together  with  the  fpirit,  and 
the^falt  paffeth  through  the  filter,  all  which  m^ay 
he  feoarated,  redified  and  be  kept  by  themfelves  for 
tl  eff  proper  ufes-  Now  this  you  muff  know,  that 
Uu  muff  choofe  fuch  minerals  which  have  not  been 
touched  by  the  fire,  if  you  defire  to  have  their  fpi¬ 
rit. 

jTow  mintrah,  and  metals  tn ay  he  reduced  into  flowers, 
and  of  thetr  vertues. 

Itherto  the  flowers  of  metals,  and  minerals  have 

X-i  not  been  in  ufe,  excepting 
dmony,  and  fulphur,  which  are  eafily  Jublirned  ;  for 

Chv mills  have  not  dared  to  attempt  the  fublimation 
of  other  metals,  and  fixed  minerals,  being  content 
with  the  iHution  of  them  with  Aqua  forti^ 
rofive  waters,  precipitating  them  with  the  liquor  ot 
fal  of  Tartar  and  afterward  edulcorating  anddry- 
nl  them  and  being  fo  prepared  they  have  called 
thfm  their  Flowers ;  but  by  Flowers  I  under- 
iland  the  fame  matter  which  is  by  the  help  of  fire 
Sout  the  addition  of  any  other  thing  fublimed, 
and  turned  into  a  moft  fubtile  pouder,  not  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  teeth  or  eyes,  which  indeed  is  (in  my 
iudgment;  to  be  accounted  for  the  true  flowers  , 
li^LTas  the  flowers  which  others  make  are  more 
corporeal,  and  cannot  be  fo  well  edulcorated,  but 
reSn  fome  faltnefs  in  them,  as  may  be  perceived 
Ty  rte  increafe  of  their  weight,  and  therefore  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  eyes,  and  other  parts.  rue  r  k 
Belt  our  flowers  being  by  the  force  of  the  fire  fub- 
limed  by  themfelves,  ate  not  only  without  faltnefs, 
buTareaVo  fo  fubtile  that  being  taken  inwardly  pre, 

fenil/operate, and  put  forth  tUeir  powers,  «r..accor. 

dinl  toShe  pleafure  of  the  Phyfitian.  Neither  is 
Ihefr  preparation  fo  coftly  as  the  others 

Metals  alfo,  and  minerals  are  maturated,  and  a- 
menSd  in  their  fublimation,  that  they  may  be  tha 
mole  fafely  taken ;  but  in  other  preparations  they 

air  rather  deftroyed,  and  corrupted,  as  experience 
Witnefieth:  Now  how  thefe  kind  rf  flowers  a«  to 
be  made  1  (hall  now  teach,  and  indeed  of  each  metal 
by  Tfelf,  whereby  the  artift  in  the  preparation  can¬ 
not  erre,  and  firft  thus. 

Of  Cold  and  Silver. 

QOld  and  filver  can  hardly 


though  it  be  true,  viz,,  that  nothing  comes  from  gold 
in  the  fire,  although  it  ftiould  remain  there  a  long 
time,  and  from  filVer  but  a  little  except  it  have  cop¬ 
per  or  any  other  metal  mixed,  which  yet  vapours  a- 
way  but  by  little  and  little. 

Which  I  fay  although  it  be  fo,  yet  they  being  bro¬ 
ken  and  fubtilized  and  fcattered  upon  coals,  and 
fo  dii^Derfed ,  may  by  the  force  of  the  fire  and 
help  of  the  air  be  fublimed,  and  reduced  into  flowers. 

Now  feeing  the  aforefaid  metals  are  dear,  and  of 
a  great  price,  •  and  the  furnace  with  its  recipients 
large,  1  would  not  that  any  one  fhould  call  them  in, 
efpecially  gold,  becaufe  he  cannot  recover  them  all ; 
but  I  Ihall  to  thofe  that  defire  to  make  thefe  flowers 
(hew  another  way  in  the  fecond  part,  whereby  they 
may  make  them  without  the  lofs  of  the  metal  •,  to 
which  I  refer  the  reader-  For  this  furnace  ferves  for 
the  fubliming  of  metals,  and  minerals,  which  are 
not  fo  pretious,  the  loofing  of  part  whereof  is  not 
fo  much  regarded.  And  thus  much  is  faid  to  fliew 
that  gold,  and  filver,  although  fixed,  may  be  fub¬ 
limed.  Now  other  metals  may  more  eafily  be  fub¬ 
limed,  yet  one  more  eafily  than  another,  neither  need 
they  any  other  preparation  but  beating  fmall,  before 
they  be  call  into  the  fire. 


T 


JIQ  ano  mvci  v.ciu  °  „ 

VJ  ers,  becaufeniany  are  of  opmion,  that  nothing  voiauic  uul  nut  xv.  u*.,,  . , 

which  ak  [becauft  it  leapes  in  the  fire,  and  feeksto  defench 


Flowers  of  Iron  and  Copper. 

Ake  of  the  filings  of  Iron  or  Copper,  as  much 
j  as  you  pleafe,  call  them  with  an  Iron  laddie  up« 
on  burning  coals,  vtz..  fcatteringly,  and  there  will 
arife  from  Iron  a  red  vapour,  but  from  Copper  a 
green,  and  will  be  fublimed  into  the  fublimatqry 
veffels^  As  the  fire  abates  it  muft  be  renewed  with 
frefh  coales,  and  the  calling  in  of  thefe  filings  be 
continued,  until  you  have  gotafufficient  quantity  of 
flowers,  and  then  you  may  let  all  cool.  This  being 
done  take  off  the  fublimatory  veffels,  take  out  the 
flowers,  and  keep  them,  for  they  are  very  good  if 
they  be  mixed  with  unguents,  and  emplafters :  and 
being  ufed  inwardly  caufe  vomiting  •,  therefore  they 
are  better  in  Chirurgery,  where  fcarce  any  thing  is 
to  be  compared  to  them.  Copper  being  diffolved 
in  fpirit  of  fait,  and  precipitated  with  oyl  of  vitriol, 
edulcorated,  dryed,  and  fublimed,  yields  flowers, 
which  being  in  the  air  refolved  into  a  green  bal- 
fom,  is  moft  ufeful  in  wounds  and  old  putrid  ul¬ 
cers,  and  is  a  moft  pretious  treafure. 

Flowers  of  Lead  and  Tin, 

YOu  need  not  reduce  thefe  metals  into  fmall  crums, 
itisfufficient  if  they  be  call  in  piece  by  piece, 
but  then  you  muft  under  the  grate  put  an  earthen 
platter  glazed,  and  filled  with  water,  to  gather  that 
which  flows  down  melted,  which  is  to  be  taken  out, 
and  call  again  into  the  fire,  and  this  fq  often  until  all 
the  metal  be  turned  into  flowers,  which  afterwards 
are  again,  the  veffels  being  cold,  to  be  taken  out,i 
as  hath  been  faid  of  the  flowers  of  ^^ars  and  F'erms. 
And  thefe  flowers  are  moft  excellent  being  mixed  with 
plaifters  and  oyntments  in  old  and  green  w'ounds, 
for  they  have  a  greater  power  to  dry,  than  metals 
calcined,  as  experience  can  teftifie. 

Of  Mercury. 

THis  is  eafily  reduced  into  flowers,  becaufe  it  is 
very  volatile,  but  not  for  the  aforefaid  reafon, 


And  if  you  defire  to  have  the  flowers  thereof,  mix 
it  hrft:  with  fulphur  that  you  may  pulverize  it,  and 
call  it  in  mortified.  And  if  you  caft  into  a  red  hot 
crucible  fee  in  the  furnace,  a  little  quick  Mercury, 
by  times  with  a  ladle ,  prefently  it  will  fly  out, 
and  florae  part  thereof  will  be  reflolved  into  an  acid 
water,  which  is  to  be  preferred  before  the  flowers  in 
my  judgment ;  but  the  reft  of  the  Mercury  drops  into 
the  receiver.  But  here  are  required  glafs  velflels,  be- 
caufle  the  aforeflaid  water  is  loft  in  earthen.  And 
this  water  without  doubt  doth  fomething  in  Alchy* 
my :  It  is  alflo  good  being  applyed  outwardly,  in  the 
flcab,  and  venereal  ulcers- 

The  flowers  of  Zinck. 

IT  is  a  wonderful  metal,  and  is  found  in  the  flpagy- 
rical  anatomy  to  be  meer  fulphur,  golden,  and 
immature-  Being  put  upon  burning  coals  doth  flud- 
denly  fly  away  wholly  5  it  is  inflamed  alflo,  and  part¬ 
ly  burns  like  common  fulphur,  with  a  flame  of  a- 
nother  colour,  golden  purple  ;  and  yields  moft 
gallant  white,  and  light  flowers. 

The  nfe. 

B King  given  from  grains  to  12,  they  pro¬ 

voke  fwcat  wonderfully,  and  fometimes  vomit, 
and  ftools,  according  to  the  offending  matter.  The 
venues  thereof  being  externally  ufled  are  alflo  won¬ 
derful,  for  there  are  not  fourid  better  flowers,  for 
they  do  not  only  fpeedily  confolidate  freft  wounds, 
but  alflo  old,  fuch  as  always  drop  water,  in  which 
cafes  they  excell  all  other  medicaments.  For  they  are  : 
of  fluch  drynefls,  which  hath  joyned  with  it  a  com 
folidating  vertue,  as  that  they  do  even  things  incre¬ 
dible.  They  maybe  ufled  divers  ways,  as  to  be  ftrew- 
ed  by  themfelves,  putting  over  them  a  ftiptick  plaifter, 
or  being  brought  into  an  unguent  with  honey  'to  be 
put  into  wounds ;  which  unguents  in  deep  wounds 
may  be  boyled  to  a  hardnefs  for  the  making  of  fmaH 
fuppofitories,  which  are  to  be  put  into  the  wounds, 
which  muft  afterwards  be  covered  with  florae  plai¬ 
ner,  and  preflerved  from  the  air.  Being  applyed 
after  this  manner  they  cure  fundamentally,  being 
mixed  with  plaifters  alflo  they  do  wonderful  things. 

If  they  be  mixed  with  rofle,  or  rain  water,  fo  as  to 
be  united  together,  and  afterwards  florae  of  this  mix¬ 
ture  be  fometimes  every  day  dropt  into  red  eyes  that 
water,  yielding  not  to  other  ophthalmicks,  do  reftore, 
and  heal  them. 

Thefe  flowers  being  taken  up  in  lint  and  ftrewed 
upon  thofle  places  of  Children  that  are  galled  with 
their  urin  (thofle  places  being  firft  waflied  with  water) 
heal  them  quickly.  They  heal  alflo  quickly  any  ex¬ 
coriation  which  is  contracted  by  lying  long  in  any 
ficknefls,  and  is  very  painful,  if  they  be  ftrewed 
thereon. 

Thefle  flowers  alflo  are  more  eafily  diflblved  in  cor- 
roflve  waters,  than  other  metals,  and  minerals,  nei¬ 
ther  doth  the  fpirit  leave  them  in  the  fire,  but  an 
inflipid  phlegm  only  diftills  off,  leaving  a  fat  and  thick 
oyl,  as  is  above  faid  concerning  the  lafls  calaminaris^ 

'  being  ordained  for  the  fame  ufles,  but  more  efficaci- 
'  ous  then  that.  Which  fpirit  if  it  be  by  the  violence 
of  fire  driven  forth,  is  of  flo  great  ftrength,  that  it 
can  fcarce  be  kept.  And  not  only  fpirit  of  fait,  but 
alflo  Aqua  fortis,  and  Regia  may  after  this  manner 
be  exalted,  foasto  be  able  to  do  wonderful  things  in 
the  feparation  of  metals  ^  but  here  is  not  place 


for  thefe  things,  they  lhall  be  fpoken  of  in  the  fourtli 
part. 

But  you  need  not  make  flowers  for  this  work,  be- 
caufle  crude  Zinck  doth  the  fame,  although  the  flowers 
do  it  fomething  better  :  whence  it  appears  that  a 
metal  contracts  a  higher  degree  of  drynefls  in  fubli- 
mation- 

F lowers  of  Antimony. 


THere  is  no  difficulty  to  make  the  flowers  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  for Chymifts have  a  longtime  made  ufle 
of  them,  and  becaufle  their  preparation  was  tedious, 
they  were  not  fold  at  a  low  rate- 

Wherefore  there  was  no  body  willing  to  attempt 
any  thing  elfle  in  them,  becaufle  they  were  ufled  only 
for  vomiting  5  thedofle  whereof  was  from  1.2.  3.4. 
grains  to  8.  and  10.  in  affeCls  of  the  ftoraack  and  of 
the  head,  as  alflo  in  feavers,  plague,  morbus  gallicus. 
Neither  is  it  a  wonder  if  Chymifts  tryed  no  far¬ 
ther  in  them,  for  we  flee  that  there  are  found  men 
in  thefle  days  who  perfwade  themfelves  that  there  is 
nothing  which  was  not  found  out  by  the  learned  an¬ 
cients,  can  be  found  out  in  thefle  days,  and  if  there 
were  any  thing  to  be  yet  found  out  it  was  found  out 
already  by  them.  But  this  opinion  truly  is  very  foob 
ifli,  as  if  God  gave  all  things  to  the  ancients,  and 
reflerved  nothing  for  them  that  fliould  come  after. 
Neither  indeed  do  they  underftand  nature  in  their  os 
perations,  which  works  inceffantly,  and  is  not  wea^ 
'ried  in  her  labours,  &c.  But  however  it  is  mani- 
feft  that  God  hath  revealed  things  in  thefe  times 
which  were  hid  from  them  of  old,  and  he  will  not 
ceafle  to  do  the  flame  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

But  to  return  to  our  purpofle  again,  which  is  to 
fliew  an  eafier  way  of  making  the  flowers  of  Antimo¬ 
ny,  whereby  a  greater  quantity  may  be  had,  as  alflo 
that  they  may  ferve  for  other  ufles- 
Take  of  crude  Antimony  pondered  as  much  as  you 
pleafle,  and  firft  make  your  furnace  red  hot,  then 
caft  in  at  once  a  pound  of  Antimony,  or  thereabouts, 
mz,.  fcatteringly  upon  the  coals ;  and  prefently  it 
will  flow,  &  being  mixed  with  the  coals  by  the  force  of 
the  fire  will  be  fublimed  through  the  air  into  the  re¬ 
ceivers  like  a  cloud,  which  will  there  be  coagulated 
into  white  flowers.  Note,  that  when  the  firft  coals 
are  burnt  up,  more  muft  be  put  in  to  continue  the  flub= 
limation,  and  thofle  muft  be  firft  kindled  before  they 
are  put  in,  left  the  flowers  be  by  the  duft  of  the  coals 
arifing  together  with"  them  diflcoloured,  and  contract 
thence  a  gray  colour:  but  it  matters  not  if  you  will 
not  ufle  them  by  themfelves  to  provoke  vomiting,  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  danger  thereby,  for  that  colour 
comes  only  from  the  fmoake  of  the  coals,  where* 
fore  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  them.  But  let  him 
that  diflikes  this  colour,  firft  kindle  the  coals  before 
he  put  them  into  the  furnace,  and  then  he  (hall  have 
white  flowers.  Alflo  you  muft  not  ffiut  the  middle 
hole  through  which  the  coals,  and  Antimony  are  caft 
,  in,  that  thereby  the  fire  may  burn  the  more  freely  : 
for  elfle  the  flowers  of  the  fuperior  pots  will  be  yellow 
and  red,  by  reaflon  of  the  fulphur  of  the  Antimony, 
which  is  fublimed  higher  than  the  regulus.  Now  you 
may  by  this  way  make  a  pound  of  the  flowers  with 
3 . 4.  or  5-  pound  of  coals-  It  is  a  little  that  goes  away 
from  the  Antimony,  the  coinbuftible  fulphur, 
which  is  burnt,  all  the  reft  going  into  flowers.  You 
muft  have  a  care  to  provide  a  flufficient  quantity  of 
fubliming  pots  by  reaflon  that  a  large  Apace  is  re¬ 
quired  for  the  flublimatioB  of  the  flowers. 
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The  FiyH  Part  of 


The  flowers  that  are  prepared  after  this  way, 
are  fold  at  a  lower  rate,  lo  that  one  pound  there¬ 
of  is  cheaper ,  than  half  an  ounce  of  thofe  that 
are  made  after  the  other  manner-  Alfo  they  are 
fafer  ,  as  being  made  with  an  open  free  flame  of 
the  fire,  for  they  do  not  provoke  vomit  fo  vehe¬ 
mently  ;  moreover  the  flowers  of  the  lower  pots 
are  not  vomiting,  but  diaphoretical,  as  if  they  had 
been  prepared  with  nitre,  for  tnus  they  are  cor- 
refled  by  the  fire ;  And  by  this  way  at  one  and  the 
fame  operation  divers  flowers  of  divers  operations 
may  be  made,  for  the  flowers  of  the  lower  pots 
are  diaphoretical  ,  of  the  middle  a  little  vomi¬ 
tive,  but  of  the  uppermoft  vehemently  vomitive. 
For  by  how  much  the  more  they  have  endured 
the  fire,  by  fo  much  the  better  are  they  correded  •, 
from  whence  the  diverfity  of  their  power  proceeds. 
Wherefore  each  of  them  are  to  be  kept  by  them- 
felves,  and  the  uppermoft  for  plaifters  or  butter, 
or  oyl,  and  thofe  to  be  made  fweet  or  corrofive 
thereby;  The  middle  for  purging,  and  vomiting, 
but  the  lowermoft  for  fweat,  being  more  excellent 
than  Bcz.oar dicam  Minerde^  or  Anttmonium  Diapho¬ 
reticam  made  with  ni-,re.  Truly  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  an  eafier  way  of  making  vomiting, 
and  diaphoretical  flowers,  than  ours.  Now  for 
the  ufe  of  them  ,  you  muft  know  that  thofe 
that  are  vomitive  are  to  be  adminiftred  to  thofe 
that  are  ftrong,  and  accuftomed  to  vomit ;  but  to 
Children,  and  old  Men  with  difcretion  ,  as  hath 
been  faid  above  of  the  butter  of  Antimony:  but 
thofe  that  are  diaphoretical  may  be  given  without 
danger  to  Old  and  Young  ,  to  thofe  that  are  in 
health ,  and  to  the  fick ;  in  any  afflidion  that  re¬ 
quires  fweat ^  as  in  the  Plague,  Morbus  Gallicus, 
Scorbute,  Leprofy,  Feavers,  &c.  The  Dofe  of 
them  is  from  3,  6,  9,  12,  grains  to  24.  with  proper 
vehicles  to  fweat  in  the  bed  ;  for  they  do  expel  as 
well  by  fweat,  as  by  urine,  all  evil  humours.  And 
becaufe  they  that  are  vomitive  are  in  a  greater 
quantity  than  thofe  that  are  diaphoretical,  and  not 
fo  neceffary  as  thefe,  and  there  may  be  many  more 
dofes  out  of  them ;  it  is  neceffary  to  fhew  you  how 
thofe  that  are  vomitive  may  be  turned  into  dia¬ 
phoretica!  ;  and  that  may  be  done  three  wayes*, 
the  tw'o  former  whereof  I  have  before  (hewed  con¬ 
cerning  the  butter  of  Antimony  made  of  flowers 
with  fpirit  of  fait,  the  third  is  this,  viz,,  put  the  flow= 
ers  in  a  crucible  covered,  (without  luting)  left  any 
thing  fall  into  it ,  fo  fet  them  by  themfelves  in  a 
gentle  fire,  that  they  melt  not,  but  be  made  only 
darkly  glow  for  the  fpace  of  fome  hours  ^  then 
let  them  cool,  for  they  are  become  fixed  aud  diapho¬ 
retical.  Although  they  had  before  contraded  fome 
yellowners  or  a(h-colour ,  yet  by  this  means  they 
are  made  white,  fixed,  and  diaphoretical.  Al¬ 
fo  thefe  flowers  are  ufed  in  ftiptick  plaifters  by 
reafon  of  their  dry  nature ,  with  which  they  are 
endued.  ' 

Alfo  they  are  melted  into  a  yellow  tranfparent 
glafs,  neither  is  there  taught  an  eafier  way  of  re= 
ducing  Antimony  by  it  folf  into  a  yellow  tranfpa¬ 
rent  glafs,  where  crude  Antimony  is  firft  fubli- 
med,  and  being  fublimed  is  melted  into  glafs.  ^ 

This  fublimaiion  ferves  inftcad  of  calcination, 
by  the  help  whereof  20  pound  are  more  eafily  fub¬ 
limed,  than  by  the  help  of  the  other  one  pound  is 
brought  into  calx. 

Neither  is  there  here  any  danger  of  the  afeend- 
ing  fumes,  becaufe  when'the  Antimony  is  caft  in¬ 


to  the  fire  you  may  be  gone,  which  is  a  fafe ,  and 
eafy  calcination,  whereas  the  common  way  requires  * 
the  continual  prefence  of  the  artift  ftirring  the 
matter,  who  alfo  takes  out  the  matter  when  it  is 
once  grown  together  ,  and  grinds  it  again  ^  by 
which  means  he  hath  much  to  do,  before  the  mat¬ 
ter  come  to  a  whitenefs;  but  by  our  way,  the 
matter  is  at  the  firft  time  made  fufficiently  white, 
and  more  than  by  that  common  way  of  calcina¬ 
tion  and  agitation.  I  fuppofe  therefore  that  I  have 
fliewed  to  him  that  will  make  glafs  of  Antimony, 
the  beft,  and  hitherto  unknown  way  •,  which  bein<7 
taught,  I  hope  there  is  no  man  will  hereafter  like 
a  fool  go  that  tedious  way  of  the  Antients,  but 
rather  follow  my  fteps.  For  by  this  way  may  any 
Phyfitian,  moft  eafily  be  able  to  prepare  for  him- 
felf  vomitive  and  diaphoretical  flowers,  and  alfo 
glafs  of  Antimony  per  fe. 

Of  thofe  Flowers  may  be  made  oyls  both,  fweet 
and  corrofive,  and  othgr  medicaments,  as  hath  been 
above  faid  of  the  fpirit  of  fait,  and  (hall  after¬ 
wards  be  fpoken  in  the  Second  Part- 

Let  him  that  will  make  Flowers  of  the  Regu¬ 
lus  ,  fairer  than  thofe  which  are  made  of  crude 
Antimony,  caft  it  being  poudered  into  the  fire,  and 
in  all  things  proceed  as  hath  been  faid,  and  he 
fliall  have  them,  &c,  for  they  are  eafily  fublimed- 
Now,  how  the  regulus  is  to  be  made  after  a  com¬ 
pendious  manner,  you  (hall  find  in  the  Fourth  Part- 
The  fcori«  alfo  are  fublimed,  fo  as  nothing  is 
loft.  But  he  that  will  make  Flowers  that  (hall  be 
dilTolved  in  the  aire  into  a  liquor  muft  add  fome 
calcined  tartar,  or  fome  other  fixt  vegetable  fait, 
and  he  (hall  have  Flowers  that  will  be  diflblved 
in  any  liquor :  but  he  that  will  make  red  Flowers 
as  well  thofe  that  are  diaphoretical,  as  thofe 
that  are  purging,  muft  mix  iron,  and  he  (hall  have 
Flowers  like  to  Cinnabar  :  Let  him  that  defires 
green,  mix  copper,  if  purple,  lapis  calaminaris. 

And  thus  out  of  any  mineral  may  be  made 
Flowers  whether  it  be  fixed,  or  volatile ;  for  it  is 
forced  to  fly  on  high  being  caft  into  the  fire.  And 
thefe  may  be  ufed  diverlly  in  Chyrurgery,  in  plai^ 
fters  and  unguents  *,  for  they  dry ,  and  aftring  po¬ 
tently,  efpecially  thofe  that  are  made  of  lapis  ca- 
lamtnaris.  Neither  are  they  to  be  flighted  thaj;  are 
made  of  the  golden,  and  filver  marcafite-  Thofe  that 
are  made  of  arfenic  &  auripigmentum, are  poyfonous, 
but  are  ufeful  for  Painters.  Arfenic  &  auripigmentum 
being  calcined  with  nitre,  and  then  fublimed,  yield 
Flowers  that  are  fafely  to  be  taken  inwardly,  ex¬ 
pelling  all  poyfons  by  fweat  and  ftool :  For  they 
are  correfted  two  wayes,  viz,,  firft  by  the  nitre 
fecondly  by  the  fire  in  the  fubliming  :  they  are  not 
therefore  to  be  feared ,  becaufe  that  Arfnick  was 
poyfonous  before  the  preparation  thereof  For-  by 
how  much  the  greater  poyfon  it  was  before  prepara¬ 
tion,  fo  much  the  greater  medicine  afterwards. 

The  Flowers  of  fulphur  are  taught  in  the  Se¬ 
cond  Part,  although  they  may  alfo  be  made  by 
this  furnace,  viz,,  the  natures  and  properties  (here* 
of  being  known  by  an  expert  Artift,  or  otherwife  it 
is  burnt. 

So  alfo  ftones  being  prepared  are  brought  into 
Flowers,  and  many  other  things,  of  which  we  need 
not  fay  any  thing,  only  let  him  that  pleafeth  make 
tryal  thereof. 

And  now  I  fuppofe  I  have  made  plain,  and  (hew¬ 
ed  you  clearly  how  diftillation  is  to  be  made  in 
this  our  firft  furnace  3  wherefore  I  will  now  end. 

He 


Pbilofofbical  Furnaces. 


He  therefore  that  underftands  and  knows  the  fa- 
brick  of  the  furnace  (which  he  may  underfband 
by  the  delineation  thereof )  and  the  ufe  thereof, 
will  not  deny  but  that  I  have  done  a  good  work, 
and  will  not  difapprove  of  my  labour. 

And  this  is  the  bell  way  of  dialling,  and  fublim- 
ing  incombuftible  things.  In  the  Second  Part  you 
(hall  find  another  furnace  in  which  are  diftilled 
combuftible  things,  as  alfo  moft  fubtil  fpirits,  &c. 
The  firft  furnace  ferves  alfo  for  other  ufes,  as  the 
reparation  of  metals  j  of  the  pure  from  the  impure ; 


for  the  making  of  the  central  fait,  and  of  the  hu- 
midum  radicate  of  them  all.  But  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  done  after  the  aforefaid  way,  by  which  things 
are  caft  into  the  fire  to  get  their  flowers,  and  fpi¬ 
rits,  but  after  a  certain  fecret  Philofophical  man¬ 
ner,  by  the  power  of  a  certain  fecret  fire,  hither¬ 
to  concealed  by  the  Philofophers  ( neither  (hall  I 
proflrate  that  fecret  before  all)  ^  It  is  fufficient  that 
I  have  given  a  hint  of  it  for  further  enquiry,  and 
have  fliewed  the  way  to  other  things. 


P  INI  s. 


THE 


SECOND  PART 

O  F 

^t)ilo(opl)tcd  Jfttrnatt0 : 

I 

^herein  is  Defcrihed  the  ’N.ature  of  the  Second  Furnace ;  hy  the  help  whereof  ^  all  Volatile^ 
fuhtle  y  and  comhuftihle  things  may  he  diftilled',  whether  they  he  Vegetables,  jimmals^, 
^  or  Minerals,  and  that  after  an  unknown  and  Very  compendious  Way ;  wherehy  nothing  is  lofty 
^  hut  even  the  moft  fuhtle  fpirits  maybe  caught  and  preferVed,  which  elf e  without  the  means 
of  this  Furnace  is  impoffible  to  he  done  hy  ^torts  or  other  'Diflilling  Inftruments, 


Of  tbe  StruUure  of  tbe  Second  Furnace:.. 


TH  E  Diflilling  Veflel  mull  be  made  of 
Iron,  or  good  earth,  fuch  as  can  abide 
in  the  fire  (  whereof  in  the  fifth  Part 
of  this  Book  it  fhall  be  taught)  and 
you  may  make  it  as  big  or  as  little  as  you  pleafe, 
according  as  your  occafion  fhall  require.  That  of 
iron  is  moll  fit  to  be  ufed  for  fuch  fpirits,  as  are 
not  very  fharp  or  corroding,  elfe  they  would  cor¬ 
rode  the  veffel:  but  that  of  earth  may  be  ufed 
for  fuch  things,  as  Ihew  their  activity  upon  the 
Iron ,  and  do  make  it  to  melt,  as  fulphur,  Anti¬ 
mony  and  the  like  •,  and  therefore  you  ought  to 
have  two  fuch  velfels,  'viz.,  one  of  iron,  and  one 
of  earth,  to  the  end  that  for  both  forts  of  mate¬ 


rials  (  corrollve  or  not  corrofive  )  you  may  have’ 
proper  veffels,  and  fit  furnaces  for  their  diflilling, 
and  that  they  may  not  he  fpoilcd  by  things  con¬ 
trary  and  hurtful  to  them-  The  lhape  of  the  vef¬ 
fel  is  fhewed  by  the  foregoing  figure,  wz.  the 
lower  part  of  it  fomewhat  wider  than  the  upper 
part ,  and  twice  as  high  as  wide  j  at  the  top  ha¬ 
ving  a  hollow  fpace  between  the  two  edges  or  brims, 
whereinto  the  edge  of  the  lid  may  clofe  and  en¬ 
ter  in  an  inch  deep.  The  lid  mufl  have  a  ring  or 
handle,  by  which  it  may  be  taken  off  and  put  on' 
again  with  a  pair  of  tongs.  Thd  lid  mufl  have  a 
deep  edge  anfwering  to  the  hollow  fpace  aforefaid. 
The  lower  part  mufl  have  three  knobs  or  fhoul- 

E  2  ders' 
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ders  therebv  to  reft  upon  the  wall  of  the  furnace , 

the  form  whereof  is  no  L^^the 

mon  diftiiling  furnace  with  a  fand  Copple,  as  the 
feure  of  it  doth  (hew  :  but  if  you  will  not  have  the 
furnace  then  it  needeth  no  knobs  or  (houldeis,  if 
fo  be  the  diftilling  veffel  be  flat  at  the  bot^m,  or 
-dfe  have  legs,  for  to  ftand  upon  tkeni :  Beneath 
the  edae  of  the  veffel  there  comes  forth  afpoiit  or 
pipe  of  a  fpan  in  length,  and  one  or  two  ‘nchy 

wide,  and  fomewhat  narrower 

through  which  the  fpints  are  conveyed  into  the  Ke- 


ceiver- 

See  the  fourth  Figure  before  the  firft  part, where¬ 
in  the  Letter  A  reprefents  the  Furnace,  with  the 
Iron  diftilling  Veffel  faftned  into  it,  whereunto  a  Re- 

^^^l^^The^Diftiller,  with  his  left  hand  taking  off 
the  lid,  and  with  his  right  hand  calling  in  his  prepa- 

"'•cl^^fhe  external  form  of  the  diftilling  veffel. 

D.  The  internal  form  of  the  yefftl.  ^  , 

E  Another  diftilling  vellel,  which  is  not  faftned 
to  a  furnace,  but  only  ftandeth  upon  Coals. 

♦ 

The  way  or  manner  to  ferform  the  Diftillation. 

WHen  you  intend  to  diftU,  then  firfi;  make  a  fire 
”in  the  Furnace,  that  the  diftilling  vefiel  come 
to  be  very  hot.  But  if  it  be  not  faftned  to  the  Furnace 
thenfetit  upon  a  grate,  and  lay  ftmes  about  it, and 
coals  between,  and  fo  let  it  grow  hot,  and  lay  mel¬ 
ted  lead  in  the  fpace  between  the  two  edges  or  brims, 
Irthe  end,  that  the  lid,  when  it  is  put  on,  may 
dofe  evaftly,  fo  that  no  fpitit  can  get  through, 
This  done,  take  a  little  of  the  matter  you  intend 
to  Sftil  and  call  it  in,  and  prefently  put  on  the 
l°d  anKhere  will  be  no  other  paftage  left  but 
Itoough  the  pipe,  to  which  there^muft  be  applyed 
atri  luted  a  very , big  receiver.  As  foon  as  the  (pe¬ 
cks  caft  in  coitii  to  be  warm,  they  let  go  their  fpi- 
rit,  which  doth  come  forth  inra  the  receiver  :  and 
hecaufe  there  «as  but  little  of  the  matKr  caftin,  it 
hath  no  powertto  force  through  the  lute,  or  to 
break  the  receiver,  but  mull  fettle  it  felf.  This 
done,  caft  in  a  lit*  mure  of  your  matter,  cover 
it  and  let  it  go  til!  the  fpiritbe  fettled  :  continue 
this  proceeding  fo  long,  until  you  have  fpitits 
enough  ;  but  take  heed,  that  you  call  in  no  more 
ar  nn®cf  Mlhe-reWiyeT-is  able  to  bear,  elfe  it 

willbreak  Andwlien  your  veffel  is  foil,  the  d.ftilla- 
tiin  not  being  ended,  then  take  off  the  lid,  and  with 
an  iron  ladle  take  out  the  Caput  Mortuum  ;  andfo 
tegiu  again  to  caft  in,  and  ftill  but  a  little  ata  time, 

and  continue  this  as  long  as  you  pleafe. 

Thus  in  one  day  you  may  diftil  more  in  a  fmall 
veffel,  thanolherways  you  could  do  ^ 
tort  i  and  you  need  not  fear  the  leaft  lofs  of  the 
fob  i  e  fpirit,  nor  the  breaking  of  the  receiver  by 
thrabnndance  of  the  fpirits  i  and  you  may  ceafe  or 
leave  off  yOur  diftilling  ,  and  begin  it  again  when 
you  lift!  alfo  the  fire  cannot  be  made  too  ftrong, 
fo  that  it  might  canfe  any  hurt  ot  damage-,  but  by 
this  way  you  may  make  the  moft  fubtile  fpirits, 
which  if  impoffibll  to  be  done  by  any  Retort.  But 
if  you  will  diftil  a  fubtil  fpirit  by  a  Retort ,  as  of 
Tartar,  Harts-horn,  Salarmoniack,  or  the  like,  you 
cannot  do  it  without  prejudice  ( though  there  were 
but  half  a  pound  of  the  matter  in  it)  thefubtleft 
fpirits  coming  forth  with  force ,  feek  to  penetrate 


through  the  lute,  if  that  be  not  good,  but  if  that 
be  good,  fo  that  the  fpirits  cannot  pafs  through  it, 
then  they  break  the  receiver ,  becaufe  it  cannot 
poflibly  hold  fuch  a  quantity  of  fubtle  fpirits  at  once. 
For  when  they  are  coming,  they  come  fo  plenti¬ 
fully,  and  with  fuch  a  force,  that  the  receiver  can¬ 
not  contain  them,  and  fo  of  neceflity  muftfiye  afun- 
der,  or  muft  pafs  through  the  lutum*.  All  which  is 
not’ to  be  feared  here,  becaufe  there  is  but  a  little 
caft  in  at  once,  which  cannot  yield  fuch  a  quantity 
of  fpirits,  as  to  force  the  receiver  to  break :  And 
when  there  comes  forth  no  more  fpirits,  and  the 
former  is  fettled,  then  more  of  the  matter  is  to  be 
caft  in  ;  and  this  is  to  be  continued  fo  long,  until 
you  have  fpirits  enough.  _  Afterward  take  off  the 
receiver,  and  put  the  fpirit  into  fuch  a  Glafs  fas 
in  the  fifth  part  of  this  book,  amongft  the  Manuals, 
(hall  be  difeovered )  wherein  it  may  be  kept  fafely 
without  wafting  or  evaporating. 

In  this  manner  all  things,  Vegetable,  Animal,  or 
Mineral,  may  be  diftilled  in  this  Furnace,  and  much 
better,  than  by  means  of  a  Retort :  efpecially  fuch 
fubtile  fpirits  (  as  by  the  other  way  of  diftilling  can¬ 
not  be  faved'^  but  pafs  through  the  lutum  )  are  got 
by  this  our  way  ;  and  they  are  much  better  than 
thofe  heavy  oylcs,  which  commonly  are  taken  for 
fpirits,  but  are  none,  being  only  corrofiye  nwaters- 
For  the  nature  and  condition  of  a  fpirit  is  to  be 
volatile,  penetrating  and  fubtile,  and  fuch  are  not 
thofe  fpirits  of  fait.  Vitriol,  Allomc  and  Nitre, 
which  are  ufed  in  Apothecary  fliops,  they  being  but 
heavy  oyles,  which  even  in  a  warm  place  do  not 

evaporate  or  exhale.  .  ,  ^ 

But  a  true  fpirit,  fit  for  Medicinal  ufe,  muft  rife  or 
afeend  before  the  phlegm,  and  not  after  ;  for  what- 
foever  is  heavier  than  phlegm,  is  no  volatile  fpirit, 
but  a  heavy  fpirit  or  (rather  called)  a  fowre  heavy 
oyl.  And  it  is  feen  by  experience,  that  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  fpirit  of  vitriol^  will  cure  no  falling  fick- 
nefs,  which  vertue  is  afcribed  to  that  IjDirit,  and  in¬ 
deed  juftly :  for  the  true  fpirit  of  vitriol  perfor- 
meth  that  cure  out  of  hand.  Likewife  their  fpirit 
of  Tartar  (as  they  call  it)  is  no  fpirit,  but  only  a 
ftinking  phlegm  or  vinegar. 

The  way  to  make  luch  true  fpirits ,  I  will  now 
fhew,  becaufe  much  good  may  be  done  by  them  in 
all  manner  of  Difeafes.  And  this  way  of  diftil- 
ling  fervcth  only  for  thole  which  feek  nfter  good 
Medicines  ■■  but  others  which  care  not  whether  their 
medicines  be  well  prepared  or  no ,  need  not  take 
fo  much  pains  as  to  build  fuch  a  furnace ,  and  to 
make  their  fpirits  themfelves,  for  at  any  time  they 
can  buy  for  a  fmall  matter ,  a  good  quantity  of 
dead  and  fruitlefs  fpkits  at  the  common  fellers  and 

Apothecaries.  ,  • 

Hence  it  is  no  marvel  that  now  adaies  fo  lit¬ 
tle  good  is  done  by  Chymical  medicaments,  which 

of  right  fhould  far  out-ftrip  all  thp  Galenical  in 
goodnefs  and  vertue-  But  alas !  it  is  come  to  that 
pafs  now,  that  a  true  Chymift,  and  honeft  Son  of 
Hermesy  is  forced  almoft  to  blufh,  when  heheareth 
men  talk  of  Chymical  medicin^  ,  becaufe 
no  fuch  miracles,  as  are  afcribed  unto  them .  Which 
infamy  is  occafion’d  by  none  more,  than  by  carelefs 
Phyficians,  which  though  they  make  ufe  of  Chymi¬ 
cal  medicines,  (  becaufe  they  would  fain  be  efteemed 
to  know  more  than  others)  yet  they  do  take  grea¬ 
ter  care  for  their  kitchen,  than  for  the  welfare  ot 
their  Patients ;  and  fo  buying  ill-prepared  Mcdicin^ 
of  unskilful  ftillers,  and  withal  ufing  them  undiP 

creetly 


Philofopbical  Furnacea, 


erectly  fvvhereby  they  many  times  do  more  hurt 
than  good  to  the  Tick  )  they  lay  fuch  foul  afper- 
tions  upon  the  noble  Art  of  Chymiftry. 

But  an  induftrious  and  accurate  Phyfician  is  not 
afhamed  to  make  his  Medicines  himfelf,  if  it  be 
poffible,  or  at  leaft  to  have  them  made  by  good 
and  well-exercis’d  Artifts :  whereupon  he  may  bet¬ 
ter  rely,  and  get  more  credit?  than  one  that  know- 
eth  not  whereof,  nor  how  his  Medicine  which  he 
doth  adminifter  to  his  patients  is  prepared.  But 
fuch  wicked  and  ignorant  men  will  one  day  fall 
Ihort  of  their  anfwer  before  the  Judgment  of  the 
righteous  Samaritan. 

How  to  make  the  Acid  Oyl  and  the  volatile  fpirit  of 
yitricl, 

Hitherto  I  have  taught,  how  to  diftil  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  to  get  the  fubtle  fpirits.  There  re- 
maineth  now  to  deferibe  what  Manuals  or  Prepa¬ 
rations  are  fitting  for  every  maj^eri  in  particular  \ 
and  firft  , 

Of  Vitriol. 

TO  diltil  Vitriol?  there  needs  no  other  prepa¬ 
ration,  but  only  that  it  be  well  viewed,  and  if 
there  be  any  filth  amongft  it,  that  the  fame  be  care¬ 
fully  pickt  out,  left  being  put  together  -with  the 
Vitriol  into  the  diftilling  veffel,  the  fpirit  be  cor¬ 
rupted  thereby.  But 'he  that  will  go  yet  more 
exadtly  to  work ,  may  diffolve  it  in.  fair  water, 
then  filtrate  it,  and  then  evaporate  the  water  from 
it  till  a  skin  a.ppear  at  the  top,  and  then  fet  it  in 
a  cold  place,  and  let  it  fhoot  again  into  Vitriol  ; 
and  then  you  are  fure  that  no  impurity  is  left 
in  it. 

Now  your  veffel  being  made  red  hot,  with  an 
Iron  ladle  caft  in  one  or  two  ounces  of  your  Vi¬ 
triol  at  once,  put  on  the  lid,  and  prefently  the 
fpirits  together  with  the  phlegm  will  come  over 
into  the  receiver,  like  unto  a  white  cloud  or  mift-, 
which  being  vanifhed,  and  the  fpirits  partly  fettled, 
carry  in  more  Vitriol,  and  continue  this  fo  long, 
until  your  veffel  be  full :  Then  uncover  your  vef¬ 
fel,  and  with  a  pair  of  tongs  or  an  iron  ladle  take 
out  the  Caput  Mortuum ,  and  caft  more  in ;  and 
continue  this  proceeding  as  long  as  you  pleafe,  ftill 
emptying  the  veflel  when  it  is  filled,  and  then  calling 
in  more  matter,  and  fo  proceeding  until  you  con¬ 
ceive  that  you  have  got  fpirits  enough.  Then  let 
the  fire  go  out,  and  let  the  furnace  cool ;  take  off 
the  receiver,  and  pour  that  which  is  come  over  im 
to  a  retort,  and  let  the  retort  in  fand,  and  by  a 
gentle  fire  diftii  the  volatile  fpirit  from  the  heavy 
oyl  *,  having  firft  joyned  to  the  retort  the  receiver, 
which  is  to  receive  the  volatile  fpirit,  with  a  good 
lutum,  fuch  as  is  able  to  hold  fuch  fubtle  fpirits, 
the  making  whereof  fhall  be  taught  in  the  fifth 
part  of  this  Book,  amongft  the  Manuals. 

All  the  volatile  fpirit  being  come  over,  which 
you  may  know  by  the  falling  of  bigger  drops,  then 
take  off  the  receiver,  and  clofe  it  very  well  with 
wax,  that  the  fpirit  may  not  make  an  efcape  •, 
then  apply  another  (without  luting  it)  and  fo  re¬ 
ceive  the  phlegm  by  it  felf,  and  there  will  remain 
in  the  retort  a  black  and  heavy  corrofive  oyl, 
which  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  redlifie  ,  forcing  it 
over  by  a  ftrong  fire,  and  then  it  will  be  clear  ;  if 
not  i  let  all  cool,  then  take  out  your  Retort  toge¬ 


ther  with  the  black  oyl,  and  pour  upon  it  the  vola¬ 
tile  fpirit,  which  in  the  reftifying  went  over  firft^ 
put  the  retort  into  the  fand,  and  apply  a  receiver, 
and  give  it  a  very  gentle  fire,  and  the  volatile  fpi¬ 
rit  will  come  over  alone,  leaving  its  phlegm  be¬ 
hind  with  the  oyl,  which  by  reafon  of  its  dry- 
nefs  doth  eafily  keep  it.  Thus  the  fpirit  being 
freed  from  all  phlegm,  is  become  as  ftrong  as  a 
rneer  fire,  and  yet  not  corrofive.  And  if  this  fpi¬ 
rit  be  not  rectified  from  its  own  oyl ,  it  will  not 
remain  good,  but  there  doth  precipitate  a  red 
powder  after  it  hath  ftood  for  fome  fpace  of  time, 
and  the  fpirit  lofeth  all  its  vertue,  infomuch  that 
it  is  not  to  be  difeerned  from  ordinary  water j 
which  doth  not  happen  when  it  is  retlified.  The 
reafon  of  this  precipitation  is  no  other  than  the 
weaknefs  of  the  fpirit,  which  is  accompanied  with 
too  much  water,  and  therefore  not  ftrong  enough 
for  to  keep  its  fulphur,  but  muft  let  it  fall :  but 
after  it  is  retflified  by  its  own  oyl ,  it  can  keep  its 
fulphur  well  enough,  becaufe  then  it  is  freed  from 
its  fuperfluous  moifture.  However  the  red  powder 
is  not  to  be  thrown  away,  but  ought  to  be  kept 
carefully  \  becaufe  it  is  of  no  lefs  vertue  than  the 
fpirit  it  felf.  And  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  Vola¬ 
tile  fulphur  of  Vitriol.  It  hath  wonderful  vertues^ 
fome  of  which  (hall' be  related. 

The  Vfa.  and  Dofe  of  the  Narcotickjulphur  of  Vitriol.  \ 

OF  this  fulphur  i,  2,3,4.  or  more  grains  (ac¬ 
cording  to  the  condition  of  the  patient )  given 
at  once  mitigates  all  pains ,  caufeth  quiet  lleep ; 
not  after  the  manner  of  Opium,  Henbane,  and 
other  the  like  medicines ,  which  by  ftupifying  and 
benumbing  caufe  fleep,  but  it  performeth  its  ope¬ 
ration  very  gently 'and  fafely,  without  any  danger 
at  all,  and  great  Difeafes  may  be  cured  by  the 
help  thereof.  Paracelfns  held  it  in  high  efteem, 
as  you  may  fee,  where  he  doth  write  of  Snlphar^ 
embryonatim. 

Of  the  Vfe  and  Vertue  of  the  volatile  fpirit  of 
Vitriol-  i,,  • 

THis  fulphurous  Volatile  fpirit  of  Vitriol,  is  of 
a  very  fubtle  and  penetrating  quality,  and  of 
a  wonderful  operation  \  for  fome  drops  thereof 
being  taken  and  fweated  upon,  doth  penetrate  the 
whole  body,  openeth  all  obftruftions ,  confumeth 
thofe  things  that  are  amifs  in  the  body,  even  as 
fire.  It  is  an  excellent  medicine  in  the  Falling  fick- 
nefs,  in  that  kind  of  madnefs  or  rage  which  is  cal¬ 
led  Mania^  in  the  Convulfion  of  the  Mother,  cal¬ 
led  Suffocatio  Matricis^  in  the  Scurvy  j  in  that  other 
kind  of  madnefs  which  is  called  Melancholia  Hypo¬ 
chondriaca  ;  and  other  Difeafes  proceeding  from' 
Obftruftions  and  Corruption  of  the  Blood  :  It  is 
alfo  good  in  the  Plague,  and  all  other  Feavers  : 
mingled  with  fpirit  of  wine,  and  daily  ufed,  it  doth 
wonders  in  all  external  accidents  :  Alfb  in  the  Apo* 
plexy,  fhrinking  and  other  difeafes  of  the  Nerves, 
the  diftrefled  limb  rubbed  therewith  y  it  doth  pene* 
trate  to  the  very  marrow  in  the  bones  *,  it  doth 
warm  and  refrelh  the  cold  linews,  grown  ftiflf ;  In 
the  Gholick,  befides  the  internal  u(e,  a  little  there¬ 
of  in  a  clyfter  applyed,  is  a  prefent  help ;  Exter¬ 
nally  ufed  in  the  Gout,  by  anointing  the  places- 
therewith,  aftwageth  the  Pains,  and  taketh  away 
all  tumours  and  inflammations  :  It  doth  heal  fcabs, 

F  tetters 
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tetters  and  ring-worms,  above  all  other  medicines  j 
it  cureth  new  wounds  and  old  fores,  as  Fiflulaes, 
Cancers,  Wolves,  and  what  name  foever  elfe  they 
may  have  :  It  extinguiflieth  all  inflammations,  fcal- 
dings,  the  Gangrene,  diflipateth  and  confumeth  the 
knobs  and  excrefcencies  of  the  skin.  In  a  word, 
this  fpirit,  which  the  wife  men  of  old  caM 
V  Phar  Philofophomm,  doth  ad  umverfally  m  all  difea-- 
fes  and  its  vertu'e  cannot  fufficiently  be  praifed 
and  exprefled  ;  And  it  is  much  to  be  admired, 
fo  cKcellent  a  Medicine  is  no  where  to  be 


If  it  be  mingled  with  Spring  water,  it  doth  make 
it  pleafantly  fowrilh,  and  in  tafte  and  vertue  like  un¬ 
to  the  natural  fowre  water  of  wells. 

Alfo  by  this  fpirit,  manydifeafes  may  be  cured  at 
home  fo  that  you  need  not  go  to  bathes  afar  off, 
for  to  be  rid  of  them. 

Here  I  could  fetdown  a  way,  how  fuch  a  ipiritmay 
be  got  in  great  abundance  for  the  ufe  of  bathing, 
without  diftillation,  whereby  miraculous  things  may 
be  done,  but  by  reafon  of  the  ungratefulnefs  of  men, 
it  (hall  be  referved  for  another  time. 


.  Of  the  venue  and  ufe  of  the  comfve  oyl  of  Fitriol. 

THis  oyl  is  not  much  ufed  in  Phyfick,  although 
it  be  found  almoft  in  every  Apothecaries  fliop, 
which  they  ufe  for  to  give  a  fowrilh  taft  to  their  fy- 
rups  and  conferves.  Mingled  with  fpring  water  and 
given  in  hot  difeafes,  it  will  extmguilh  the  unnatu¬ 
ral  thirft,  and  cool  the  internal  parts  of  the  body. 
Externally  it  cleanfeth  all  unclean  fores,  applyed 
with  a  feather-,  it  feparateth  the  bad  from  the  good, 
and  layeth  a  good  foundation  for  the  cure-  . 

Alfo  if  it  bereftified  firft,  fome  metals  may  be  dif- 
folved  with  it  and  reduced  into  their  Vitriols,  efpe- 
cially  Mars  and  Venus  but  this  is  to  be  done  by  add¬ 
ing  common  water  thereunto,  elfe  it  will  hardly  lay 
hold  on  them.  ^  The  way 'of  doing  it  is  thus. 


Hqvo  to  wake  the  Vitriol  of  Mats  and  Venus, 

TAke  of  your  heavy  oyl,  juft  as  it  came  over,  viti, 
together  with  its  phelgm  (but  that  the  Vola¬ 
tile  fpirit  be  drawn  off  from  it  firft  J  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  put  it  into  a  glafs  body  together  with  plates 
of  copper  or  iron,  fet  it  in  warm  land,  and  let  it 
boyl  until  that  the  oyl  will  diffolve  no  inore  of  the 
metal,  then  power  off  the  lic^uor,  filtre  it  through 
brown  paper,  and  put  it  into  a  low  gourd  glafs,  and 
fet  it  in  fand,  and  let  the  phlegm  evaporate  until 
there  appear  a  skin  at  the  top,  then  let  the  fire  go 
out,  and  the  glafs  grow  cool ;  then  fet  it  in  a  cold 
place,  and  within  fome  days,  there,  will  Ihoot  fair 
Cryftals;  if  of  Iron,  greenilh  i  if  of  Copper,  then 
fomething  blewifli  j  take  them  out  and  dry  them  up¬ 
on  filtering  paper,  the  remaining  liquor,  which  did 
not  fhoot  into  Vitriol,  evaporate  a^ain  in  fand,  and 
then  let  it  flioot  as  before ;  continue  this  proceed¬ 
ing  until  all  the  folution(or  filtred  liquor;  be  turn¬ 
ed  to  Vitriol.  This  Vitriol  is  better  and  purer  than 
^e  common  for  it  yieldeth  a  better  Volatile  fpirit, 
and  for  that  reafon  I  did  fet  down  the  way  how  to 
make  it.  There  may  alfo  be  made  a  good  Vitriol 
of  both  theie  metals  by  the  means  of  ordinary  yel¬ 
low  brimftone  i  but  becaufe  the  making  of  it  is  more 
tedious,  than  of  this  here  fet  down,  I  think  it  n6ed- 
lefs  to  deftribe  its  preparation  in  this  place. 
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The  TPay  to  make  a  fair  blero  Vitriol  out  of  Luna  ( that 
is^  ftlver.) 

Diffolve  the  fliavings  or  filings  of  filver  with  recti¬ 
fied  oyl  of  Vitriol,  adding  water  thereunto, 
but  not  fo  much  as  to  Iron  and  Copper ;  Or  elfe, 
which  is  better,  diffolve  calcined  filver,  which  hath 
been  precipitated  out  of  Aqua  fortis  either  with 
Copper  or  fait  water  •,  the  folution  being  ended 
pour  it  off  and  filtre  it,  and  drop  into  it  of  fpirit 
of  urin  or  Sal  armoniac,  as  long  as  it  doth  hifs,  and  al¬ 
moft  all  the  filver  will  precipitate  again  out  of  the  oyl, 
and  fo  there  will  fall  a  white  powder  to  the  bottom  ; 
This  precipitated  filver  together  with  the  liquor 
pour  into  a  phiall-glafs,  fet  it  to  boyl  in  fand  for 
twenty  four  hours,  and  the  liquor  will  diffolve  again 
almoft  all  the  precipitated  filver- calx  and  become 
blew  thereby.  Then  pour  off  the  folution  (or  liquor) 
and  filtre  it  through  brown  paper,  and  abftrad  the 
moifture  till  a  skin  arife  at  the  top ;  then  in  a  cold 
place  let  it  Ihoot  to  Vitriol.  With  the  remaining 
liquor  proceed  further,  as  above  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  Vitriol  of  Iron  and  Copper  hath  been 
taught. 

By  this  way  you  will  get  an  excellent  Vitriol  out  of 
filver,  which  from  4,  5,  6,  to  10,  grains  ufed  only 
of  it  felf,  will  be  a  good  purge,  efpecially  in  difeafes 
of  the  brain. 

If  you  have  a  good  quantity  of  it,  that  you  may 
diftill  a  fpirit  thereof,  you  will  get  not  only  an  acid 
(or  fowre)  but  alfo  a  volatile  fpirit,  which  in  the 
infirmities  of  the  brain  is  moft  excellent ;  that  which 
in  the  diftilling  remains  behind,  may  be  reduced  a- 
gain  into  a  body,  fo  that  you  lofe  nothing  of  the 
filver,  fave  onely  that  which  is  turned  into  fpi- 
rit. 

Moreover,  the  acid  (or  fowre)  oyl  of  common 
Vitriol,  doth  precipitate  all  metals  and  ftones  of 
beafts  or  fifties ;  alfo  pearls  and  corals,  they  being 
firft  diffolved  in  fpirit  of  fait  or  of  Nitre,  and  mak- 
eth  fair  light  powders  of  them  (which  by  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  are  called  Magifteries )  much  fairer  than  by 
precipitation  with  fait  of  Tartar  is  done,  efpecially 
of  .corals  and  pearls,  fuch  a  fair  gliftering  and  deli¬ 
cate  powder  is  made  ;  and  likewife  alfo  of  mother 
of  pearl,  and  other  ftiels  of  fnailes,  that  it  giveth  as 
fair  a  glofs  to  them,  as  the  faireft  oriental  pearls 
have;  which  way  hath  not  been  made  common  hi¬ 
therto,  but  being  known  only  to  few,  hath  been  kept 
very  fecretby  them,  as  a  lingular  Art  Such  Magi¬ 
fteries  commonly  were  precipitated  out  of  vinegar 
only  by  fait  of  Tartar,  which  for  lightnefs,  white- 
nefs  and  fair  glofs  are  not  comparable  at  all  to  ours : 
But  if  inftead  of  the  oyl  of  Vitriol  you  take  oyl  of  ful- 
phur,  then  thefe  powders  will  be  fairer  than  when 
they  are  done  by  the  oyl  of  Vitriol,  in  fo  much, 
that  they  may  be  ufed  for  painting  for  a  black 
skin. 

Having  made  mention  of  Magifteries,  I  cannot  for¬ 
bear  to  difeover  the  great  abufe  and  error,  which 
is  committed  in  the  preparing  of  them. 

Paracelfus  in  his  Archidoxes  teacheth  to  make  Ma¬ 
gifteries,  which  he  calleth  extraded  Magifteries  : 
but  fome  of  his  difciples  teach  to  make  precipitated 
Magifteries  which  are  different  from  the  former. 
Paracelfus  is  clean  of  another  opinion  in  the  prepa¬ 
ring  of  his  Magifteries,  than  others  in  the  making 
of  theirs :  doubtlefs  paracelfus  his  Magifteries  were 
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good  cordial  living  medicines,  whereas  the  other  are 
but  dead  carkafes,  and  although  they  be  never  fo  fair, 
white  and  glittering,  yet  in  effeft  they  prove  but  a 
grofs  earthy  fubttance,  deftitute  of  vertue. 

I  do  not  deny,  but  that  good  medicines  may  be 
extraded  out  of  pearls  and  corals,  for  I  my  felf 
alfo  do  defcribe  the  preparations  of  fome  of  them  , 
but  not  at  all  after  fuch  a  way  as  theirs  is-  For  what 
good  or  exalting  can  be  expefted  by  fuch  a  pre¬ 
paration,  where  a  ftony  matter  is  dillblved  in  cor- 
rofive  waters,  and  then  prcciptated  into  ftone  again  ? 
Can  its  vertue  be  increafed  thereby  ?  furely  no,  but 
rather  it  is  diminifhed,  and  made  much  the  worfe 
thereby-  For  it  is  well  known,  that  the  corrofive 
fpirits  (no  lefs  than  fire)  do  burn  fome  certain 
things  ;  for  not  all  things  are  made  better  by  fire  or 
corrofives,  but  moft  of  them  are  abfolutely  fpoy- 
led  by  them.  Some  perchance  will  fay,  that  fuch 
preparations  of  Magitteries  are  onely  for  to  be  re¬ 
duced  into  a  finer  powder,  that  fo  much  the  fooner 
they  may  perform  their  operation-  To  which  I 
anfwcr,  that  pearls,  corals,  and  other  things  of  the 
like  nature,  if  they  be  once  diflblved  by  corrofive 
waters,  and  then  precipitated  and  edulcorated,  never 
or  hardly  can  be  dilTolved  again  by  acid  fpirits. 
Whence  it  is  evident  that  by  fuch  preparations  they 
are  not  opened  or  made  better,  but  rather  clofed  or 
made  worfe.  And  we  fee  alfo  by  daily  experience 
that  thofe  Magitteries  do  not  thofe  efforts,  which 
are  aforibed  unto  them.  By  which  it  appeareth 
clearly,  that  to  the  Archeus  of  the  ftomach  they 
are  much  lefs  grateful  than  the  crude  unprepared 
corals  and  pearls  •,  whofe  tender  eflence  being  not 
burnt  up  by  corrofives,  do  oftentimes  produce  good 
efferts.  For  our  Anceftors  have  aferibed  unto  co¬ 
rals  and  pearls,  that  they  purifie  the  impure  and 
corrupt  blood  in  the  whole  body,  that  they  expel 
Melancholly  and  fadnefs,  comforting  the  heart  of 
man,  and  making  it  merry,  which  alfo  they  efFertu- 
ally  perform :  whereas  the  Magitteries  do  not.  And 
this  is  the  reafon ,  why  unprepared  corals,  pearls 
and  ftones  of  fifhes  have  more  efiert,  than  the  burnt 
Magitteries.  For  it  is  manifett  and  well  known,  that 
the  abovefaid  difeafes  for  the  moft  part  do  pro¬ 
ceed  from  obftrurtions  of  the  fpleen,  which  ob- 
ftrurtions  are  nothing  elfe,  but  a  tartarous  juice  or 
a  fowre  flegme  which  hath  poflelTed  and  filled  up 
the  entrals,  and  coagulated  it  felf  within  them.  By 
which  obftrurtionnot  onlyhead-ach,  giddinefs,  pan¬ 
ting  of  the  heart,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  a  fponta- 
neous  lafiitude,  vomits,  unnatural  hunger  j  alfo, 
loathing  of  virtuals  ^  then  cold,  then  hot  flufhing 
fits,  and  many  more  ftrange  fymptomes  are  caufed  ; 
but  alfo  a  moft  hurtful  rottennefs  and  corruption  is 
introduced  into  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  from 
whence  the  leprofie,  feurvey,  and  other  loathfome 
or  abominable  fcabs  do  fpring. 

Of  which  evil  the  onely  caufe  (as  hath  beenfaid^ 
is  a  crude  acid  Tartar,  from  which  fo  many  great 
difeafes  do  rife. 

This  to  be  fo  may  eafily  be  proved  \  for  it  is 
notorious,  that  melancholick  folks,  hypocondriaques, 
and  others  do  often  caft  up  a  great  quantity  of  ,a- 
cid  humor,  which  is  fo  lharpe  that  no  vinegar  is 
comparable  to  it,  and  doth  fet  their  teeth  on  fuch 
an  edge,  as  if  they  had  eaten  unripe  fruit. 

What  remedy  now  ?  take  away  the  caufe  and  the 
difeafeis  taken  away.  If  you  could  take  away  the 
peccant  matter  by  purgings,  it  would  be  well,  but 
it  remaineth  obttinate  and  will  not  yield  to  them.  By 
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vomit  it  may  be  diminiflied  in  fome  meafure.  But 
becaufe  that  not  every  one  can  abide  vomiting,  it  is 
therefore  no  wifdome  to  turn  evil  into  worfe.  Shall 
then  this  tartar  be  killed  and  deftroyed  by  contra¬ 
ries,  which  indeed  in  fome  fort  may  be  efferted  j  as 
when  you  ufe  vegetables  or  animals,  whofe  vertue 
confitteth  in  a  volatile  fait :  fuch  are  all  fpecies  or 
forts  of  crefles,  Muftard-feed,  horfe-radilh,  feurvy 
grafs,  alfo  thefpirit  of  Tartar,  of  Harts-horn,  and 
of  urine  and  the  like,  which  by  reafon  of  their  pe¬ 
netrating  faculty  pafs  through  all  the  body,  finding 
out  the  Tartar  thereof,  deftroying  the  fame,  as  be¬ 
ing  contrary  unto  it  •,  and  in  this  combat  two  con¬ 
trary  natures  is  kindled,  a  great  burning  heat,  where¬ 
by  the  whole  body  is  throughly  heated  and  brought 
to  fweating ;  and  whenfoever  by  thefe  contraries  a 
fweating  is  caufed,  there  is  always  mortified  fome  of 
this  hurtful  Taftar-  But  becaufe  that  of  that  acid 
humor  but  a  little  at  a  time  can  be  mortified  and  e- 
dulcorated  by  contrary  volatile  fpirits^  and  that 
therefore  it  would  be  required  to  ufe  them  often,  for 
to  kill  and  expell  all  the  Tartar  ^  and  becaufe  alfo 
(as  hath  been  mentioned  before)  a  ftrong  fweat  al¬ 
ways  is  caufed  by  every  fuch  operation,  whereby  the 
natural  fpirits  are  much  weakened,  fo  that  the  pati¬ 
ent  would  not  be  able  to  hold  out  long  thereby,  but 
by  taking  away  of  one  evil,  another  and  greater  one 
would  be  occafioned. 

And  therefore  fuch  things  mutt  be  offered  to  that 
hungry  acid  humour,  by  which  the  corrofive  nature 
thereof,  may  be  mortified  and  grow  fweet,  with  that 
provifo  neverthelefs,  that  thofe  things  be  fuch  as 
are  not  contrary  or  hurtful  to  the  nature,  of  man, 
but  grateful  and  friendly,  as  are  corals,  pearls  and 
crabs  eyes,  &c. 

For  amongft  all  ftones  none  are  more  eafily  to 
be  diffolved  than  Pearls,  Corals,  Crabbs-eyes,  and 
other  ftones  of  fifties. 

But  the  truth  of  this,  viz.,  that  every  corrofive  is 
killed  by  feeding  upon  pearls  and  corals,  and  there¬ 
by  can  be  made  fweet  •,  and  befides,  how  a  fowre  co¬ 
agulated  Tartar,  by  the  help  of  corals  or  pearls 
may  be  reduced  to  a  fweet  liquor  (a  pleafant  and  ac- 
ceptacle  medicine  to  the  nature  of  man J  which  ne¬ 
ver  can  be  coagulated  again  by  any  means,  fhall 
be  afterwards  proved  and  taught  when  I  fhall  come 
to  treat  of  Tartar. 

Now  in  tartareous  coagulations  and  obftrurtions 
of  the  internals  proceeding  from  the  predominancy 
of  an  acid  humor  there  is  no  better  remedy,  than  to 
give  the  patient  every  morning  fatting  from  3fs.  to 
5i.  (more  ob  lefs,  according  to  the  condition  of  the 
patient)  of  red  corals  and  pearls  made  into  powder, 
and  to  let  him  faft  two  or  three  hours  upon  it, 
and  fo  to  continue  daily  until  you  fee  amendment : 
By  j:his  means  the  hurtful  acid  humor  is  mortified, 
anCj:  dulcified  by  the  corals  and  pearls,  fo  that  after¬ 
wards  it  may  be  overcome  by  nature,  whereby  the 
obftrurtions  are  removed,  and  the  body  freed  from 
the  difeafe. 

This  my  opinion  of  the  abufedf  Magitteries  and  the 
good  ufe  of  Corals  1  could  not  conceal,  although  I  do 
know  for  certain,  that  it  will  take  but  with  few,  in 
regard  that  it  will  feem  very  ftrange  to  moft.  How¬ 
ever,  happily  there  may  be  fome  yet,  that  will  not 
be  hnwilling  to  fearch  into  the  truth,  and  to  confider 
further  of  it,  and  at  laft  will  find  this  not  to  be  fo 
ftrange,  as  it  feemed  to  them  at  the  firft :  but  he  that 
cannot  believe  or  comprehend  it,  may  keep  to  his 
Magitteries, 
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And  if  it  feem  fo  ftrange  unto  any,  that  corals  or 
pearls  made  into  powder  (hall  be  concodled  in  the 
ftomach,  and  fo  put  forth  their  vertue,  what  will 
you  fay  then,  if  1  do  prove,  that  even  whole  pearls? 
crabs  eyes,  and  corals  being  fwallowed,  are  totally 
confumed  by  the  Melancholy  humor?  fo  that  nothing 
cometh  forth  again  among  the  excrements  ?  and 
which  is  more,  even  the  like  may  befaid  of  hard  and 
Compaft  metals,  as  Iron, and  Speaucer  or  Zinck :  But 
this  muft  be  underftood  only  of  thofe  that  are  of  a  Me= 
iancholick  coiiftitution  but  not  fo  in  others,  wz.,  thofe 
that  are  of  a  fanguine?and  thofe  that  are  of  aphicgmas 
tick  conftitution,  to  whom  fuch  like  things  are  feldom 
preferibed.  For  I  have  feen  many  times,  thatagainft 
obftrudlions,  to  ftrong  bodies  there  .hath  been  given 
at  once  from  9fs.  to  3  i.  of  the  Ihavingsor  filings  of 
Iron,  and  they  found  much  good  by  it,  yea  more 
help  then  by  other  coftly  medicines  of  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  whereof  they  had  ufed  many  before?  but  to 
no  purpofe?  by  reafon  whereof  their  excrements  came 
from  them  black?  juft  as  it  ufeth  to  fall  out  with  thofe 
that  make  ufe  of  medicinal  fowre  waters,  which  run 
through  iron  mines?  and  thereby  borrow  a  fpiritual 
mineral  vertue. 

Now  if  thofe  filings  of  iron  had  not  been  confumed 
in  the  fiomach,  how  come  it  that  the  excrements  are 
turned  black  ?  fo  then  it  is  fufficiently  proved,  that 
even  a  hard  unprepared  metal  can  be  confumed  in 
the  ftomach :  and  if  fo,  why  not  as  well  foft  pearls 
and  corals  f 

Which  is  alfo  to  be  feen  by  children?  that  are 
troubled  with  worms,  if  there  be  given  unto  them 
4,6,8,  to  12-  or  1 6.  grains  of  the  fineft  filings  of 
fteel  or  iron,  that  all  the  worms  in  the  body  are 
killed  thereby,  their  ftomach  and  guts  fcowred  very 
clean,  and  their  ftools  alfo  turned  black.  But  this 
^  rauft  be  obferved  by  children,  when  the  worms  are 
killed,  and  yet  remain  in  the  guts  (becaufe  that  the 
iron  in  a  fmal  quantity  is  not  ftrong  enough  for  to  ex¬ 
pel  them?  but  only  make  the  body  foluble)  that  a 
purge  muft  be  ufed  after,  for  to  carry  them  out ;  for 
elfe  if  they  do  remain  there,  others  will  grow  out  of 
their  fubftance-  But  to  thofe  that  are  more  in  years, 
you  may  give  the  Dofe  fo  much  the  ftronger,  as  from 
9  i.  to  3i.  that  the  worms  alfo  may  beca^yedout, 
they  being  better  able  to  endure  it  than  little  chil¬ 
dren,  and  although  fometimes  a  vomit  doth  come,  yet 
it  doth  no  hurt,  but  they  will  be  but  fo  much  the 
healthier  afterward. 

And  thus  Iron  may  be  ufed,  not  only  againft 
worms,  but  alfo  againft  all  ftomach^agues,  head-ach, 
and  obftrudions  of  the  whole  body,  without  any 
danger  and  very  fuccefsfully,  as  a  grateful  or  very 
acceptable  medicine  to  Nature  •,  for  after  a  powerful 
magnetical  way  it  doth  attradall  the  ill  humors  in  the 
body,  and  carrieth  them  forth  along  with  it.  Of 
whofe  wonderful  vertue  and  nature»  there  is  fpoken 
more  at  large  in  myTreatife  of  the  Sympathy  and 
Antipathy  of  things.  Which  fome  Phyfitians  per¬ 
ceiving  and  fuppofing  by  Art  to  make  it  better,  they 
fpoiled  it,  and  made  it  void  of  all  vertue :  for  they 
taking  a  piece  of  fteel,  made  it  red-hot?  and  held  it 
againft  a  piece  of  common  Sulphur,  Whereby  the  fteel 
grew  fubtle,  fo  they  did  let  it  drop  into  a  velfel 
filled  with  water ;  then  they  took  it  out,  and  dryed 
it,  and  made  it  into  powder,  and  ufed  it  againft  ob- 
ftruflions,  but  to  no  effeft  almoft  ;  for  the  Iron  was 
fo  altered  by  the  fulphur,  and  reduced  to  an  infoluble 
fubftance  (which  ought  not  to  have  been  fo J  that  it 
could  perform  no  confiderable  operation  :  But  if 


they  had  made  the  fteel  more  foluble  (whereas  they 
made  it  more  infoluble  J  than  it  was  of  it  felf  before, 
then  they  had  done  a  good  work  :  for  he  that  know- 
eth  fulphur,  doth  know  well  enough,  that  by  no  u4- 
quafortis  or  Aqua  Regis  it  can  be  diflblved  j  and  hovv 
how  could  it  then  be  confumed  by  an  animal  humor  ? 

Hitherto  it  hath  been  proved  fufficiently,  that  in 
fome  men?  efpecially  in  thofe  that  are  of  a  Melancho- 
lick  conftitution  there  is  an  acid  humor,  which  can 
fufficiently  diflblve  all  eafily  foluble  metals  and 
ftones :  and  that  therefore  it  is  needlefs  to  torture, 
and  diffiolve  pearls,  corals  and  the  like  v^ith  corro- 
five  waters  before  they  be  adminiftred  to  patients : 
but  that  the  Archeus  of  the  ftomach  is  ftrong  enough 
by  the  help  of  the  faid  humors  to  confume  thofe  eafi¬ 
ly  foluble  things,  and  to  accept  of  that  which  ferv- 
eth  his  turn,  and  to  rejed  the  reft-  ' 

But  it  is  not  my  intent  here?  that  this  ftiould  be  un¬ 
derftood  of  all  metals  and  ftones  ^  for  I  know  well, 
that  other  metals  and  ftones  ffome  excepted )  before 
they  are  duly  prepared,  are  not  fit  for  Phyfick,  but 
muft  be  fitted  firft?  before  they  be  adminiftred  or 
given  unto  patients- 

For  this  relation  I  made  only  for  to  Ihew,  how 
fometimes  good  things  (though  with  intent  to  make 
them  better)  are  made  worfe,  and  fpoiled  by  thofe 
that  do  not  make  an  exad  fcarch  into  nature  and  her 
,  power. 

I  hope  this  my  admonition  will  not  be  taken  ill, 
becaufe  my  aim  was  not  vain-glory,  but  only  the 
good  of  my  neighbour. 

Now  let  us  return  again  to  Vitriol. 

Of  the  fweet  oyl  of  Vitriol. 

$ 

The  Ancients  make  mention  of  a  fweet  and  green 
oyl  of  Vitriol,  which  doth  cure  the  falling  fick- 
nefs,  killeth  worms,  and  hath  other  good  qualities 
and  vertues  befides:  and  that  the  Oyl  is  to  be  diftil- 
led  per  defcenfnm.  To  attain  unto  this  oyl  the  la¬ 
ter  Phyfitians  took  great  paines,  but  all  in  vain :  be¬ 
caufe  they  did  not  underftand  at  all  the  Ancients  a- 
bout  the  preparing  of  this  oyl,  but  thought  to  get 
it  by  the  force  of  fire,  and  fo  ufing  violent  diftilla- 
tion?  they  got  no  fweet  oyl,  but  fuch  as  was  very 
fowre  and  corrofive?  which  in  tafte?  efficacy  and  ver¬ 
tue,  was  not  comparable  at  all  to  the  former. 

However  they  aferibed  unto  it  (though  falfely) 
the  fame  vertues?  which  the  ancients  (according  to 
truth)  did  unto  theirs.  But  daily  experience  ffiew- 
eth,  that  the  oyl  of  vitriol  as  it  is  found  ordinarily, 
cureth  no  falling  ficknefs,  nor  killeth  worms?  where¬ 
as  this  Philofophical  doth  it  very  quickly.  Whence 
it  appeareth,  that  the  other  is  nothing  like  unto  the 
true  medicinal  oyl  of  vitriol,  neither  is  it  to  be  com* 
pared  to  it. 

I  muft  confefs  indeed,  that  per  defeettfum  out  of 
common  vitriol ,  by  the  force  of  the  fire ,  there 
may  be  got.  a  greenifli  oyl?  which  yet  is  not  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  other,  becaufe  it  proveth  as  (harp  in  taft, 
and  of  as  corroding  a  quality,  as  if  it  had  been  di- 
ftilled  through  a  Retort- 

Thofe  that  found  out  this  oyl,  as  Paracelfus,  Bn- 
ftlius ,  and  fome  few  others?  did  always  highly  e- 
fteem  it,  and  counted  it  one  of  the  four  main  pil¬ 
lars  of  Phyfick.  And  Paracelfus  faith  exprefly  in 
his  writings,  that  its  viridity  or  greennefs  muft  not 
be  taken  away  or  marred  (which  indeed  a  very  little 
heat  can  do )  by  thefire,for  (faith  he)  if  it  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  its  greennefs,  it  is  deprived  alfo  of  its  effica¬ 
cy 
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Philofophical  Furnacer, 


cy  and  pleafant  elTence.  Whence  it  may  be  perceiv¬ 
ed  fufficiently,  that  this  fweet  green  oyl  is  not  to 
be  made  by  the  force  of  the  fire  as  hitherto  by  ma¬ 
ny  hath  been  attempted,  but  in  vain. 

And  it  is  very  probable?  that  the  ancients?  which 
did  fo  highly  praife  the  oyl  ofvitr'iol,  happily  knew 
nothing  of  this  way  of  diftillmg?  which  is  ufed  by 
us  now  a  days :  for  they  only  limply  followed  Na¬ 
ture,  and  had  not  fo  many  fubtle  and  curious  inven¬ 
tions  and  ways  of  dillllling. 

But  however  it  is  certain,  that  fuch  a  fweet  and 
green  oyl  cannot  be  made  of  vitriol  by  the  force  of 
the  fire,  but  rather  mull  be  done  by  purification?  af¬ 
ter  a  lingular  way  ;  for  the  Ancients  many  times 
undcrftood  purification  for  diftillation :  as  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  when  they  fay,  diftill  through  a  filtre,  or 
through  filtring  paper  :  which  by  us  is  not  accoun¬ 
ted  for  diftillation,  but  by  them  it  was. 

However,  this  is  true  and  very  fure,  that  a  great 
Treafureof  health  (or  for  the  health  of  man)  lyeth 
hidden  in  Vitriol:  yet  not  in  the  common,  as  it  is 
fold  every  where,  and  which  hath  endured  the  heat 
of  the  fire  already  j  but  in  the  Oare  as  it  is  found 
in  the  earth,  or  its  mine.  For  as  foon  as  it  com- 
ethto  the  daylight,  it  may  be  deprived  by  the  heat 
of  the  Sun  of  its  fubtle  and  penetrating  fpirit?  and  fo 
made  void  of  vertue  ;  which  fpirit,  if  by  Art  it  be 
got  from  thence,  fmelleth  fweeter  then  musk  and^ 
amber,  which  is  much  to  be  admired?  that  in  fuch 
a  defpicable  mineral  and  grofs  fubftancc  (as  it  is 
deemed  to  be  by  the  ignorant)  fuch  a  royal  medi¬ 
cine  is  to  be  found. 

Now  this  preparation  doth  not  belong  to  this 
place,  becaufe  we  treat  here  only  of  fpirits?  which 
by  the  force  of  fire  are  driven  over.  Likewife  alfo, 
there  doth  not  belong  hither  the  preparation  of  the 
green  oyl,  becaufe  it  is  made  without  the  help  of 
fire.  But  in  regard,  that  mention  hath  been  made 
of  it  here,  I  will  (though  I  kept  it  always  very  fe- 
cret)  publifh  it  for  the  benefit  of  poor  patients,  ho¬ 
ping  that  it  will  do  much  good  to  many  a  lick 
man. 

For  if  it  be  well  prepared?  it»  doth  not  only  cure 
perfectly  every  Epileplie  or  Convulfion  in  young  and 
old  5  and  likewife  readily  and  without  fail  killeth  all 
worms  within  and  without  the  body,  as  the  Ancients 
with  truth  afcribed  unto  it ;  but  alfo  many  Chroni¬ 
cal  difeafes  and  fuch  as  are  held  incurable?  may  be 
happily  overcome  and  expelled  thereby?  as  the 
plague?  pleurelie,  all  forts  of  feavers  and  agues,  what 
ever  they  be  called?  head-ach,  collick,  riling  of  the 
mother  i  alfo  all  obftrudions  in  the  body,  efpecially 
of  the  fpleen  .and  liver,  from  whence  Melancholia 
Hypochondriaca,  the  fcurvy?  and  many  other  intole¬ 
rable  difeafes  do  arife :  Alfo  the  blood  in  the  whole 
body  is  by  the  means  thereof  amended  and  renewed, 
fo  that  the  Pox,  Leprolie?  and  other  like  difeafes  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  infedion  of  the  blood  are  ealily 
cured  thereby:  Alfo  it  healeth  fafely  and  admi¬ 
rably  all  open  fores  and  ftinking  ulcers  turned  to 
fiftula’s  in  the  whole  body?  and  from  what  caufe  fo  e-- 
ver  they  did  proceed,  if  they  be  anoynted  there¬ 
with,  and  the  faraeallb  be  inwardly  ufed  befides. 

Such  and  other  difeafes  more  (which  it  is  needlefs 
here  to  relate)  may  be  cured  fuccefsfully  with  this 
fweet  oyl  ;  efpecially?  if  without  the  lofs  of  its 
fweetnefs  it  be  brought  to  a  red  colour  ^  for  then  it 
will  do  more  then  a  man  dare  write  of  it,  and  it 
may  ftand  very  mU  for  ^Panacea  In  all  difeafes. 


The  preparation  of  the  fweet  oyl  of  VttrioL 

Commonly  in  all  fat  foyles  or  clayie  grounds,  ef¬ 
pecially  in  the  white,  there  is  found  a  kinde  of 
ftones,  round  or  oval  in  form,  and  in  bignefs  like 
unto  a  pigeons  or  hens-egg,  and  fmaller  alfo,  'viz..  as 
the  joynt  of  ones  finger?  on  the  outfide  black,  and 
therefore  not  efteemed  when  it  is  found?  but  call  a- 
way  as  a  contemptible  ftone.  Which  if  it  be  cleanf- 
ed  from  the  earth,'  dnd  beaten  to  pieces,  looks  with-,’ 
in  of  a  fair  yellow  and  in  ftreaks,  like  a  goldMarca- 
fite,  or  a  rich  gold  Oare,  but  there  is  no  other  tafte 
to  be  perceived  in  it,  then  in  another  ordinary 
ftone  ;  and  although  it  be  made  into  powder,  and 
boyled  a  long  time  in  water,  yet  it  doth  not  alter  at 
all,  nor  is  there  in  the  water  any  other  tafte  or  co¬ 
lour,  than  that  which  it  had  firft  (when  it  was  poured 
upon  the  ftone)  to  be  perceived.  Now  this  ftone  is 
nothing  elfe?  but  the  belt  and  pureft  Minera  (or  Oare) 
of  Vitriol?  or  a  feed  of  Metals^  for  Nature  hath 
framed  it  round?  like  unto  a  vegetable  feed?  and 
fowed  it  into  the  earth,  out  of  which  there  may 
be  made  an  excellent  medicine,  as  followeth. 

Take  this  Oare  or  Minera  beaten  into  pieces?  and 
for  forae  fpace  of  time,  lay  or  expofe  it  to  the  cool 
air,  and  within  twenty  or  thirty  days  it  will  magne¬ 
tically  attracft  a  certain  faltifli  moyfture  out  of  the  • 
air?  and  grow  heavy  by  it,  and  at  laft  it  falleth  a- 
funder  to  a  black  powder?  which  muft  remain  further 
lying  there  ftill,  until  it  grow  whitifh,  and  that  it 
do  tafte  fweet  upon  the  tongue  like  vitriol.  After¬ 
ward  put  it  in  a  glafs-veffel,  and  pour  on  fo  much 
fair  rain  water,  as  that  it  cover  it  one  or  two  inches ; 
ftir  it  about  feveral  times  in  a  day,  and  after  a  few 
days  the  water  will  be  coloured  green?  which  yon 
muft  powreolF?  andpowre  on  more  fair  water,  and 
proceed  as  before?  ftirring  it  often  until  that  alfo 
come  to  be  green  :  this  muft  be  repeated  fo  often, 
until  no  water  more  will  be  coloured  by  ftanding  up¬ 
on  it.  Then  let  all  the  green  waters  which  you  pou¬ 
red  off,  run  through  filtring  paper,  for  to  purifie 
them  •,  and  then  inaglafs-body  cut  off  (hort  let  them 
evaporate  till  a  skin  appear  at  the  top:  then  fetic 
in  a  cold  place,  and  there  will  Ihoot  little  green 
ftones?  which  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  pure  vitriol : 
the  remaining  green  water  evaporate  again,  and  let 
it  fhoote  as  before :  and  this  evaporating  and  Cry- 
ftallifing  muft  be  continued  until  no  vitriol  more  will 
fhoote?  but  in  warm  and  cold  places  there  remain  ftill 
a  deep  green  pleafant  fweet  liquor  or  juyce  :  which 
is  the  true  fweet  and  green  oyl  of  Vitriol,  and  hath 
all  the  vertues  above  related. 

But  now  this  green  oyl  further  without  fire  may  at 
laft  (after  the  preparing  of  many  fair  colours  be¬ 
tween)  be  reduced  to  a  blood  red,  fweet  and  pleafant 
oyl,  which  goethffar  beyond  the. green  both  in  plea- 
•fantnefs  and  vertue?  and  is  in  comparifon  to  it  like 
a  ripe  grape  to  an  unripe :  Hereof  happily  fhall  be 
fpoken  at  another  time,  becaufe  occafion  and  time 
will  not  permit  me  now  to  proceed  further  in  it.  And 
therefore  the  Philo-Chymical  Reader  is  defired  for 
the  prefent  to  be  contented  with  the  green  oyl,  to 
prepare  it  carefully,  and  to  ufe  it  with  difcreti'on ; 
and  doubtlefs  he  will  get  more  credit  by  it?  and  do 
more  wonderful  things  then  hitherto  hath  been  done 
by  the  heavy  corrofive  oyl- 


Th  Second  Part  of 


The  Hfe  and  Dofe  of  the  [met  oyl  of  Vitriol. 

OF  this  green  oyl,  there  may  be  taken  from  i.  2. 

48  10.  or  12.  drops  at  once,  according  to 
the  condition  of  the  patient  and  the  difeafe,  infit 
Vehicles,  in  Wing  or  Beer,  in  the  morning  falUng, 
as  other  medicines  are  ufually  taken  :  Alfo  the  Dole 
may  be  increafgd  or  lefl'^ed,  and  as  often  reiterated 

as  the  difeafe  fhall  require. 

This  Oyl  expelleth  all  ill  humors,  not  only  by 
ftoole  and  vomits,  but  alfo  by  urin  and  fweating, 
according  as  it  doth  meet  with  fuperfluiues;  and 
this  very  fafely,  and  without  any  danger  at  all  ; 
whereby  many  difeafes  radically  or  perfectly  may 

be  cured-  1  .  ^ 

Let  no  man  wonder  that  I  afcribe  fuch  great  ver- 

tues  unto  this  oyl,  it  coming  from  fuch  a  defpicable 
Itone,  and  its  preparation  requiring  no  great  Art  or 

paines,  as  thofc  intricate  deceitful  proceffes  do,  that 

are  every  where  extant  in  books  quite  filled  up  with 
them.  And  it  is  no  marvel,  that  men  are  in  love 
with  fuch  falfe  and  coftly  proceffes*,  for  the  molt 
of  them  do  not  believe,  that  any  good  is  to  be  tound 
in  things  that  are  not  in  efteem  ;  but  only  make 
great  account  of  dear  things,  far  fetcht,  and  requi¬ 
ring  much  time  and  paines  for  to  be  prepared. 

Such  men  do  not  believe  the  word  of  God,  telti- 
fving,  That  God  is  no  refpeO^er  of  perfons,  but  that 
all  men  that  fear  and  love  him,  are  accepted  of  him. 
If  this  be  true  (which  no  good  Chriftian  will  doubtj 
then  we  mull  believe  alfo,  that  God  created  Phy- 
fick  or  the  matter  of  Phyfick  as  -well  for  the  poor 
as  for  the  rich.  Now  if  it  be  alfo  for  the  poor, 
then  certainly  fuch  will  be  the  condition  thereof, 
that  it  may  be  obtained  by  them,  andeafily  prepa¬ 
red  for  ufe.  So  we  fee  that  Almighty  God  caufeth 
not  only  in  great  mens  grounds  to  come  forth  good 
Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  f^or  the  curing  of 
the  infirmities  of  mankind,  but  that  the  fame  alfo  are 
found  every  where  elfe.  Whereby  we  perceive,  that 
it  is  alfo  the  will  of  God,  that  they  fhall  be  known 
by  all  men,  and  that  he  alone,  as  the  Maker  of  all 
good,  may  be  praifed  and  magnified  by  all  men  for 

I  doubt  not  but  that  there  will  be  found  felf- con¬ 
ceited  fcoffers,  that  will  defpife  this  fo  little  regard» 
edfubicd,  as  if  no  good  thing  could  be  made  of  it, 
becaufe  they  could  find  nothing  in  it  therafelves.  But 
be  it  known  to  them,  that  neither  to  me  nor  them  all 
thin'^s  have  been  difcovered,  but  that  yet  many 
wonderful  works  of  Nature  are  hidden  tous  :  and 
befidesthat  I  amnotthefirll;  that  writ  of  Vitriol  and 
its  medicine.  For  the  Ancients,  our  dear  Anceftors, 
had  always  Vitriol  in  very  great  efteem,  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Verfe  doth  prove. 

yiptahis  Interiora  ^  erra,  Eellificando 
Invenies  Occult  am  Lapidem^  Veram  J\Tedicinafn. 


fame  form  and  fhape,  until  it  comcth  to  the  air, 
which  is  its  earth  or  ground,  wherein  it  putrefieth 
and  groweth.  For  firft.it  fwelleth  and  groweth  like 
as  a  vegetable  feed  doth  in  the  earth and  fo  taketh 
its  increafe  and  grows -out  of  the  air,  juft  as  a  feed  of 
anhearb  in  the  earthy  andtheair  isnot  only  itsMa- 
triXj  wherein  it  groweth  and  doth  increafe  like  a 
vegetable,  but  it  is  alfo  its  Sun  which  maketh  it  ripe. 
For  within  four  weeks  at  the  furtheft  it  putrefieth 
and  groweth  black :  and  about  a  fourtnight  after  it 
groweth  white,  and  then  green  ^  and  thus  far  it 
hath  been  deferibed  here :  But  if  you  proceed  fur¬ 
ther  Philofopher-like  therewith,  there  will  come 
forth  to  light  at  the  laft  the  faireft  red,  and  molt 
pleafont  Medicine,  for  which  God  be  praifed  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 

Of  the  Sulphureous  volatile  and  jicid  fpirit  of  common 
Salt^  and  of  Allome. 

THe  fame  way,  which  above  hath  been  taught 
for  the  making  of  the  volatile  fpirit  of  vitri¬ 
ol,  muft  be  likewife  ufed  in  the  making  of  the  vola¬ 
tile  fpirits  of  common  fait  and  allome. 

The  manner  of  preparing. 

ALlome  is  to  be  call  in  as  it  is  of  it  felf,  without 
.mixing  of  it,  but  fait  muft  be  mixed  with  bole, 
or  fome  other  earth,  to  keep  it  from  melting  :  with 
the  fpirit  volatile,  there  goeth  alfo  along  an  acid 
fpirit,  whofe  vertue  is  deferibed  in  the  firft  part. 
The  Oyl  of  Allome  hath  almoft  the  like  operation 
with  the  oyl  of  vitriol.  Alfo  the  fpirit  volatile  of 
both  thefe,  is  of  the  fame  nature  and  condition  with  ( 
that  which  is  made  of  vitriol:  but  common  fait,  and 
allome,  do  not  yield  fo  much,  as  vitriol ;  unlefs  both, 
viz.,  fait  and  allome  be  mixed  together,  and  fo  a 
fpirit  diftilled  of  them. 

Of  the  fulphureous  volatile  fpirit  of  Minerals  and  Me-- 
talSj  and  of  their  preparation. 

SUch  a  penetrative  fulphureous  fpirit  may  be  made 
alfo  of  Minerals  and  Metals,  which  in  vertue  go¬ 
eth  beyond  the  fpirit  of  vitriol,  that  of  common  fait, 
and  that  of  allome,  'viz.-  after  the  following  man¬ 
ner. 

The  preparation  of  the  volatile  fpirits  of  Metals. 

DIffolve  either  Iron  or  Copper,  or  Lead  or  Tin 
with  the  acid  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  of  common 
fait :  abftradt  or  draw  off  the  phlegm  ^  then  drive 
the  acid  fpirit  again  from  the  Metal,  and  it  will  car¬ 
ry  along  a  volatile  fpirit,  which  by  rectifying  mult 
be  feparated  from  the  corrolive  fpirit.  And  fuch  Me* 
tallical  fpirits  are  more  effectual  than  thofe  that  are 
made  of  the  falts. 


Whereby  they  would  give  ustounderftand,  that 
atrue  medicine  is  to  be  found  in  it-  And  the  fame 
alfo  was  known  to  the  latter  Philofophers :  for  Ba- 
filius  and  Paracelfus  have  always  highly  commended 
it,  as  in  their  writings  is  to  be  found. 

It  is  to  be  admired,  that  this  Oare  or  Metallical 
feed,  which  may  juftly  be  called  the  gold  01  Pby- 
fitians  ( in  regard  that  fo  good  a  medicine  can  be  made 
of  it)  is  not  changed  or  altered  in  the  earth,  like  o- 
ther  things  that  grow  in  it»  but  keepeth  always  the 


The  preparation  of  the  volatile  fpirit  of  Minerals} 

TAke  of  Antimony  made  into  fine  pouder,  or  of 
golden  Marcafite,  or  of  fome  other  fulphure¬ 
ous  Mineral ,  which  you  pleafe,  two  parts,  mix 
therewith  one  part  of  good  purified  Salt  nitre,  and 
call:  in  of  that  mixture  a'fmall  quantity ,  and  then  a- 
nother,  and  fo  forth  after  the  manner  above  deferi¬ 
bed  ;  and  there  will  come  over  a  fpirit  which  is  not 
inferiour  to  the  former  in  efficacy  and  vertue  j  but  it 
muft  alfo  be  well  rectified. 
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uinother  way, 

C Ement  what  laminated  or  granulated  Metal  you 
pleaie ,  (  except  gold  )  with  half  as  much  in 
weight  of  common  fulphur ,  clofed  up  in  a  ftrong 
melting  pot  or  crucible,  fuch  as  doth  not  let  the  ful¬ 
phur  go  through,  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  until 
that  the  fulphur  hath  penetrated  and  broken  the 
plates  of  Metal :  Then  beat  them  into  powder,  mix 
them  with  the  like  quantity  in  weight  of  common 
fait,  andfo  diftil  it  after  the  way  above  mentioned, 
and  you  will  get  a  volatile  fpirit  of  great  vertue  : 
and  every  fuch  fpirit  is  to  be  ufed  for  fuch  fpecial 
part  or  member  of  the  Body,  as  the  Metal  is  pro¬ 
per  for,  out  of  which  the  fpirit  is  made.  So  fil- 
ver  for  the  brain  Tinn  for  the  lungs.  Lead  for  the 
fpleen,  and  fo  forth. 

The  fpirit  of  Xinck^  ■ 

OF  Zinck  there  is  diftilled  both  a  volatile  and 
alfo  an  acid  fpirit,  good  for  the  heart ;  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  made  by  the  help  of  the  fpirit  of  vitri¬ 
ol,  or  of  fait,  or  of  allome  :  or  elfc  by  the  means  of 
Sulphury  for  Zinck  isof  the  nature  of  gold. 

The  volatile  fpirit  of  the  Drofs  of  Regulus  Martis, 

THc  black  fcoria  of  xTit  Regulus  Martis^  being  firft 
fain  afunder  in  the  air,  yields  likewife  a  very 
ftrong  fulphureous  volatile  fpirit,  not  much  unlike 
in  vertue  unto  the  former. 

The  like  Sulphureous  volatile  fpirits  may  be  made 
alfo  of  other  minerals,  which  for  brevities  fake  we 
omit,  as  alfo  in  regard,  that  they  are  almoft'the 
fame  in  vertue. 

How  to  make  a  white  acid,  aft  da  red  volatile  fpirit  out  of 
fait  nitre. 

TAke  two  parts  of  Allome,  and  one  part  of  fait 
nitre,  make  them  both  into  powder,  mix  them 
well  together,  and  call  into  the  ftill  a  little  and  a  lit¬ 
tle  thereof,  as  above  in  the  making  of  other  fpirits 
hath  been  taught,  and  there  cometh  over  an  acid 
fpirit  together  with  the  volatile  fpirit  j  and  fo  many 
pounds  as  there  is  of  the  materials,  which  are  to  be 
call:  in,  fo  many  pounds  of  water  muft  be  put  into 
the  receiver,  to  the  end  that  the  volatile  fpirits  may 
fo  much  the  better  be  caught  and  faved-  ^  And  when 
the  diftillation  is  performed,  the  two  fpirits  may  be 
feparated  by  the  means  of  a  gentle  redification  made 
in  Balneo  j  and  you  muft  take  good  heed,  that  you 
get  the  volatile  fpirit  pure  by  changing  the  receiver 
in  good  time,  fo  that  no  flegme  be  mixed  with  the 
red  fpirit,  whereby  it  will  be  weakened  and  turn 
white.  The  mark  whereby  you  may  perceive,  whi¬ 
ther  the  fpirit  or  the  flegme  doth  go  forth  is  this : 
when  the  volatile  fpirit  goeth,  then  the  receiver 
looketh  of  a  deep  red  :  and  afterward  when  the 
flegme  doth  come,  the  receiver  looks  white  again  : 
and  laftly,  when  the  heavy  acid  fpirit  goeth,  then 
the  receiver  to  be  red  again,  but  not  fo  as  it  was, 
when  the  firft  volatile  fpirit  came  over. 

This  fpirit  may  alfo  be  made  and  diftilled  after 
another  way,  vix..  mixing  the  fait  nitre  with  twice 
as  much  bole  or  brick  duft,  and  fo  framed  into  little 
balls  to  prevent  melting ;  but  no  way  is  fo  good  as 
the  firft  •,  efpecially  when  you  wiU  have  the  red  vo¬ 
latile  fpirit. 


Of  the  ufe  of  the  red  volatile  fpirit. 

THis  volatile  fpirit,  which  (being  quite  freed  from 
*  flegm)  remaineth  always  red,  and  doth  look 
like  blood,  in  all  occalions  may  be  accounted  like  in 
vertue  unto  the  former  fulphureous  fpirits,  efpecially 
in  extinguifhing  of  inflammations  and  Gangreens  it 
is  agreat  treafure,  clothes  being  dipt  in  it,  and  laid 
upon  the  grieved  place  i  Alfo  it  goeth  almoft  beyond 
all  other  medicines  in  the  Eryfipelas  and  colick :  and 
if  there  be  any  congealed  blood  in  the  body  (which 
came  by  a  fall  or  blow)  this  fpirit  outwardly  applyed 
with  fuch  waters  as  are  proper  for  the  grief,  and 
alfo  taken  inwardly,  doth  diffolve  and  expell  it :  and  ^ 
being  mingled  with  the  volatile  fpirit  of  urin  it  doth  ^ 
yield  a  wonderful  kind  of  fait,  as  hereafter  fhall  be 
taught. 

The  ufe  of  the  white  acid  fpirit  of  fait  nitre. 

t 

THe  heavy  and  corrollve  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  is 
not  much  ufed  in  Phyfick,  though  it  be  found 
almoft  in  all  Apothecaries  ftiops,  and  there  is  kept  for 
fuch  ufe,  as  above  hath  been  mentioned  of  the  fpirit 
of  vitriol,  viz,,  to  make  their  conferves,  and  cool¬ 
ing-drinks  tail:  fowrilli.  Alfo  it  is  ufed  by  fome  in 
the  colick,  but  it  is  too  great  a  corrofive,  and  too 
grofs  to  be  ufed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  although  its 
corrofivenefs  may  be  mitigtated  in  foime  meafure, 
by  addingof  water  thereto,  yet  in  goodnefsand  ver¬ 
tue  k  is  not  comparable  at  all  to  the  volatile  fpirit, 
but  is  as  far  different  from  it,  as  black  from  white, 
and  therefore  the  other  is  fitteft  to  be  ufed  in  Phy- 
lick  j  but  this  in  dealing  with  metals  and  minerals, 
for  to  reduce  them  into  vitriols,  calxes,  flores,  and 
crocus. 

uiqua  Regis. 

IF  you  diffolve  common  fait  ( which  hath  been  de¬ 
crepitated  firft )  in  this  acid  fpirit  of  fait  nitre)  & 
reftifie  it  by  a  glafs  retort  in  fand  j  by  a  good  ftrong 
fire,  it  will  be  fo  ftrong,  that  it  is  able  to  diffolve 
gold,  and  all  other  metals  and  minerals,  except  fil- 
ver  and  fulphur ;  and  feveral  metals  may  by  the 
means  thereof  be  feparated  much  better  than  by  that 
Aqua  regia  which  hath  been  made  by  adding  of  Salt 
Armoniack.  But  if  you  reflifie  it  with  lapis  calamina- 
ris  or  Zinck,  it  will  be  ftronger  yet,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
diflblve  all  metals  and  Minerals  (filver  and  fulphur  ex¬ 
cepted)  whereby  in  the  handling  of  Metals,  much 
more  may  be  effeded,  than  with  common  fpirit  of 
fait  nitre  or  Aqua  fortis,  as  hereafter  lhall  be  taught : 
and  firft  in  the  preparing  of  gold. 

The  Preparation  of  j^urum  Fulminans^  or  ./iunm 
Tonitruans. 

TAke  of  fine  granulated  or  laminated  gold  (whi* 
ther  it  be  refined  by  Antimony  or  Aqua  fortis ) 
as  much  as  you  pleafe"^  put  it  in  a  little  Glafs 
body,  and  pour  four  or  five  times  as  much  of  Aqua  ♦ 
regis  upon  it,  fet  it  ftopt  with  a  Paper  in  a  gourd 
in  warm  fand  \  and  the  Aqua  regis  within  the  fpace 
of  one  or  two  hours  will  diffolve  the  gold  quite  in» 
to  a  yellow  water  :  but  if  it  have  not  done  fo, 
it  is  a  fign  that  either  the  water  was  not  ftrong 
enough,  or  that  there  was  too  little  of  it  for  to 
diffolve  it.  Then  pour  the  folution  from  the  gold, 
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which  is  not  dilTolved  yet,  into  another  ,  and 
pour  more  of  frelh  yl'jna  Regia  upon  the 
it  again  to  diiTolve  in  warm  fand^  or  aihes,  and  the 
remaining  gold  will  likewife  be  dillblved  by  it,  and 
then  there  will  remain  no  more,  but  a  little  white 
calx,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  filver  ,  which  could 
not  be  dilTolved  by  the  Regia  Tfor  the  Jii^na 
Regia,  whether.it  be  made  after  the  common  way 
with  fait  Armoiiiack,or  elfe  with  common  fait,  doth 
not  diflblve  lilver  )  fo  in  like  manner  common 
qm  fonts,  orfpirit  of  fait  nitre  diflblveth  no  gold; 
but  all  ocher  metals  are  dilTolved  as  well  by  ftrong 
^qua  fortis  as  by  Aqaa  Regia.  And  therefore  you 
muft  be  careful  to  take  fuch  gold  as  is  not  naixed 
with  Copper,  elfe  your  work  would  be  Tpoiled  : 
for  if  there  were  any  Copper  mixed  with  it,  then 
that  likewife  would  be  dilTolved  and  precipitated 
together  with  the  gold  ;  and  it  would  be  a  hindtance 
to°the  kindling  or  fulminating  thereof  :  but  if  you 
can  get  no  gold,  that  is  without  Copper ,  then  take 
Ducats  or  Rofe-nobles,  which  ought  to  have  no  Ad¬ 
dition  of  Copper,  but  only  of  a  little  Silver,  which 
doth  not  hurt,  becauTe  that  it  cannot  be  dilTolved 
by  the  Aqua  Regta,  but  remaineth  in  the  bottom  in 
a  white  powder.  Make  thoTe  Ducats  or  Rofe-no- 
bles  red  hoc,  and  afterward  bend  them  and  make 
them  up  in  Rolls,  and  throw  them  into  the  Aqua 
Regia  for  to  dilTolve-  All  the  gold  being  turned 
into  a  yellow  water,  and  poured  off,  pour  intoit  by 
drops  a  pure  oyl  made  of  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  per 
deliquiam,  and  the  gold  wiU  be  precipitated  by  the 
contrary  liquor  of  Salt  of  Tartar  into  a  brown  yel¬ 
low  powder,  and  the  folution  will  be  clear-  But 
you  miuft  take  heed,  to  pour  no  more  oyl  of  Tar¬ 
tar  into  it  than  is  needful  for  the  precipitation  of 
the  gold  •,  elfe  part  of  the  precipitated  gold  would 
be  dillblved  again,  and  fo  caufe  your  lofs-  The 
gold  being  well  precipitated,  pour  off  the  clear  wa¬ 
ter  from  the  gold  calx  by  inclination,  and  pour 
upon  it  warm  rain  or  other  Tweet  water ,  ftir  it 
together  with  a  clean  ftick  of  wood,  and  fet  it  in  a 
warm  place,  until  the  gold  is  fettled,  fo  that  the 
water  ftandeth  clear  upon  it  again ;  then  pour  it 
off,  and  pour  on  ocher  frelh  water,  and  let  it  ex¬ 
tract  the  faltnefs  out  of  the  gold  calx  •.  and  this 
pouring  off,  and  then  pouring  on  of  frelh  water 
again,  mull  be  reiterated  To  often,  until  no  Iharpnefs 
or  faltnefs  more  be  perceived  in  the  water  that 
hath  been  poured  off  t  Then  fet  the  edulcorated 
gold  into  the  Sun  or  another  warm  place  for  to 
dry.  But  you  mull  take  heed  that  it  have  no  grea¬ 
ter  heat  than  the  heat  of  the  Sun  is  in  -^ay  or 
Jar/e,,  elfe  it  would  kindle  or  take  fire,  and(efpe^ 
cially  if  there  be  much  of  it)  give  fuch  a  thunder¬ 
clap,  that  the  hearing  of  thofe  that  Hand  by,  would 
be  much  endangered  thereby,  and  therefore  I  ad; 
vice  you  to  beware,  and  cautious  in  the  handling 
of  it,  left  you  run  the  hazard  both  of  your  gold 
and  of  your  health  by  your  over-light- 

There  is  alfo  another  way  for  to  edulcorate  your 
precipitated  gold,  viz.,  thus  ,  Take  it  together 
with  the  fait  liquor ,  and  pour  it  into  a  funnel 
lined  with  brown  Paper  laid  double,  and  fo  let  the 
water  run  through  into  a  glafs  velfel,  whereupon 
the  funnel  doth  reft,  and  pour  on  other  warm  wa^ 
ter,  and  let  it  run  through  likewife  ;  do  this  again 
and  again ,  until  that  the  water  come  from  it  as 
Iweet  as  it  was  poured  on.  Then  take  the  Paper 
with  the  edulcorated  gold  calx,  out  of  the  funnel, 
lay  it,  together  with  the  paper,  upon  other  brown 


paper  lying  feverally  double  together,  and  the  dry 
paper  will  attrad  all  the  moiftnefs  out  of  the  gold 
calx,  fo  that  the  gold  will  be  dryed  the  fooner- 
Which  being  dry,  take  it  out  of  the  filtering  pa¬ 
per,  and  put  it  into  another  that  is  clean ,  and  fo 
lay  it  alide,  and  keep  it  for  ufe-  The  fait  water 
that  came  through  by  filtering,  may  be  evaporated 
in  a  little  glafs  body  fftanding  in  fand )  to  the  dry- 
nefs  of  the  fait,  which  is  to  be  kept  ,from  the  air : 
for  it  is  likewife  ufeful  in  Phyfick  *,  becaufe  fome 
vertue  of  the  nature  of  gold  is  yet  hidden  in  it : 
though  one  would  not  think  it,  in  regard  that  it  is 
fo  fair,  bright  and  clear  ,  which  for  all  that  may 
be  obferved  by  this,  that  when  you  melt  it  in  a 
clean  covered  crucible  or  pot,  and  pour  it  after¬ 
ward  into  a  clean  Copper  morter  or  bafon  ( being 
firft  made  warm )  you  get  a  purple-coloured  fait, 
whereof  6,9, 12,  to  24.  grains  given  inwardly,  doth 
cleanfe  and  purge  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  efpe- 
cially  it  is  ufeful  in  feavers  and  -other  difeafes  of 
the  llomach.  But  in  the  crucible  ,  out  of  which 
the  fait  hath  been  poured ,  you  will  find  an  earthy 
fubftance,  which  hath  feparatedit  felf  from  the  fait, 
and  looketh  yellowilh  ;  this  being  taken  out  and 
melted  in  a  little  crucible  by  a  ftrong  fire,  turnetli 
to  a  yellow  glafs,  which  is  impregnated  with  the 
Tinfture  of  Gold,  and  doth  yield  a  grain  of  Sil¬ 
ver  in  every  regard  like  unto  common  cupellated 
filver,  wherein  no  gold  is  found,  which  is  to  be 
admired :  becaufe  that  all  Chymifts  are  of  opinion, 
that  no  Aqua  regia  can  dilfolve  filver  which  is  true. 
Thequeftion  therefore  is,  from  whence  or  how  this 
filver  came  into  the  falt,fince  no  Aqaa  Regia  doth  dif- 
folve  filver  ?  whereupon  fome  perchance  may  an- 
fwer,  that  it  muft  have  been  in  the  oyl  of  Tartar, 
in  regard  that  many  do  believe,  that  the  falts  like- 
wdfe  may  be  turned  into  metals ,  which  I  do  not 
gainfay,  but  only  deny  that  it  could  have  been  done 
here  ;  for  if  that  filver  could  have  been  exiftent 
in  the  or  fait  of  Tartar  f  whereas  Aqua 

Regia  cannot  bear  any  )  it  would  have  been  precipi¬ 
tated  together  with  the  gold.  But  that  it  was  no 
common  filver,  but  gold  which  turned  to  filver  af¬ 
ter  it  was  deprived  of  its  Tindlure,  I  lhall  briefly 
endeavour  to  prove.  For  that  the  fait  waters  (  of 
Aqua  Regia  and  fait  of  Tartar)  out  of  which  the 
gold  hath  been  precipitated,  is  of  that  nature ,  be¬ 
fore  it  be  coagulated  to  fait ,  though  it  be  quite 
clear  and  white,  that  if  you  put, a  feather  in  it,  it 
will  be  dyed  purple  within  few  days ,  which  pur¬ 
ple  colour  comes  from  the  gold,  and  not  from  fil* 
ver,  in  regard  that  filver  doth  dye  red  or  black  : 
and  hence  it  appeareth,  that  the  fait  water  hath  re¬ 
tained  fomething  of  gold. 

Now  fome  body  peradventure  may  ask,  if  that 
the  faid  fait  water  hath  retained  fome  gold,  how  is  it 
then,  that  in  the  melting,  no  gold  comes  forth ,  but 
only  filver?  To  which  1  anfwer,  that  fome  falts  are 
of  that  nature,  that  in  the  melting,  they  take  from 
gold  its  colour  and  foul  •,  whereof  if  the  gold  be 
truly  deprived,  it  is  then  no  more  gold ,  nor  can 
be  fuch  ■,  neither  is  it  filver,  but  remaineth  only  a 
volatile  black  body,  good  for  nothing,  which  alfo 
proveth  much  more  unfixt  than  common  Lead,  not 
able  to  endure  any  force  of  fire,  much  lefs  the  cu¬ 
pel  :  But  like  Mercury  or  Arfenick,  vanilheth  (or  flyeth 
away)  by  a  fmall  heat.  Hence  it  may  be  gathered, 
that  the  fixednefs  for  fixity)  of  gold  doth  confift 
in  its  foul  or  Tindlure,  and  not  in  its  body  ,  and 
therefore  it  is  credible  ,  that  gold,  may  be  anato¬ 
mized, 
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mized ,  its  beft  or  purer  part  feparated  from  the 
grofler  ( or  courfer  )  and  fo  that  a  Tingent  medi¬ 
cine  (or  Tindure)  may  be  made  of  it-  But  whe- 
ther  this  be  the  right  way,  whereby  the  univerfal 
medicine  of  the  ancient  Philofophers  (  by  whofe 
means  all  metals  can  be  changed  or  tranfmuted  in¬ 
to  gold  J  is  to  be  attained  unto,  I  will  not  difpute  i 
yet  I  believe  that  peradventure  there  may  be  ano¬ 
ther  fubjed ,  endued  with  a  far  higher  Tindlure 
than  gold  is,  which  obtained  no  more  from  nature, 
than  it  doth  need  it  felf  for  its  own  fixednefs. 
However,  we  may  fafely  believe,  that  a  true  Ani¬ 
ma  or  Tindure  of  gold ,  if  it  be  well  feparated 
from  its  impure  black  body,  may  be  exalted  and  im¬ 
proved  in  colour ;  fo  that  afterwards  of  an  imperfed 
l^dy  a  greater  quantity,  than  that  was  from  which 
it  was  ab/traded  ,  may  be  improved  and  brought 
to  the  perfedion  of  gold.  But  waving  all  this,  it 
is  true  and  certain,  that  if  the  gold  be  deprived 
of  its  Tindure,  the  remaining  body  can  no  more 
be  gold^  as  is  demonftrated  more  at  large  in  my 
Treatife  (  de  jinro  ptablili  vtro  )  of  the  true  po¬ 
table  Gold  :  And  this  I  mentioned  here  onely 
therefore,  that  in  cafe  the  lover  of  this  Art ,  in 
his  work  Ihould  meet  perchance  with  fuch  a  white 
grain ,  he  m^y  know ,  from  whence  it  doth  pro¬ 
ceed. 

I  could  have  forborn  to  fet  down  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  fulminating  gold,  and  fo  fave  paper 
and  time ,  in  regard  that  it  is  defcribed  by  o- 
thers:  but  becaufe  I  promifed  in  the  firfl:  part 
to  teach  how  to  make  the  flores  of  gold,  and  that 
thofe  are  to  be  made  out  of  fulminating  (  or  thun- 
dring )  gold ,  I  thought  it  not  amifs  to  defcribe 
its  preparation,  that  the  lover  of  this  Art  need  not 
firft  have  his  recourfe  to  another  book  for  to  .find 
out  the  preparation,  but  by  this  my  book  may  be 
furnilhed  with  a  perfed  inftrudion  for  the  making 
of  the  flores  of  gold,  and  this  is  the  common  way 
for  to  make  jiurnm  fulminans,  known  unto  mofl: 
Chymifls ;  but  in  regard  that  eafily  an  error  may 
be  committed  in  it,  either  by  pouring  on  too  mqch 
of  the  liquor  of  Tartar  (  efpecially  when  it  is  not 
pure  enough,  fo  that  not  all  the  gold  doth  preci¬ 
pitate  ,  but  part  of  it  remaineth  in  the  folution, 
whereby  you  would  have  lofs  •,  or  elfe ,  the  gold 
falling  or  precipitating  into  a  heavy  calx ,  which 
doth  not  fulminate  well,  and  is  unfit  for  to  be  fubli- 
med  into  flores. 

Therefore  I  will  here  fet  down  another  and  much 
better  way,  whereby  the  gold  may  be  precipitated 
quite  and  clean  out  of  the  Aqua  Ktgia  without  the 
leaft  lofs,  and  fo  that  it  cometh  to  be  very  light 
and  yellow,  and  doth  fulminate  twice  as  ftrong  as 
the  former  ,  and  there  is  no  other  difference  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  former  preparation,  but  only 
that  inftead  of  the  oyl  of  Tartar,  you  take  the 
fpirit  of  urine,  or  of  fait  armoniack  for  to  preci¬ 
pitate  the  diflblved  gold  thereby'-,  and  the  gold  (as 
before  faid)  will  be  precipitated  much  purer,  than 
it  is  done  by  the  liquor  of  the  fait  of  Tartar,  and 
being  precipitated,  it 'is  to  be  edulcorated  anddry- 
ed ,  as  above  in  »the  firft  preparation  hath  been 
taught. 

The  ufe  of  uiurum  fulminans. 

THere  is  little  to  write  of  ‘the  ufe  of  Aurum 
fulminans  in  phyfick  j  for  becaufe  it  is  not 
unlockt,  but  is  only  a  groCi  calx  and  not  accepta- 


ble  to  the  nature  of  man ,  it  can  do  no  miracle. 
And  although  it  be  ufed  to  be  given  per  fe  from  6,  8, 
12.  grains  to  9  i.  for  to  provoke  fweating  in  the 
Plague,  and  other  malignant  feavers,  yet  it  would 
never  fucceed  fo  well  as  was  expected.  Some  have 
mixed  it  with  the  like  weight  of  common  fulphur, 
and  made  it  red  hot  (or  calcined  it)  whereby  they 
deprived  it  of  its  fulminating  vertue,  fuppofingthus 
to  get  a  better  medicine,  but  all  in  vain,  for  the 
gold  calx  would  not  be  amended  by  fuch  a  grofs* 
preparation.  But  how  to  prepare  a  good  medicine 
out  of  Aurum  fulminans,  fo  that  it  may  be  evident¬ 
ly  feen,  that  the  gold  is  no  dead  body ,  nor  unfit 
for  phyfick  ,  but  that  it  may  be  made  quick  and 
fit  for  to  put  forth  or  lliew  forth  thofe  vertues 
which  it  pleafed  God  to  treafure  up  in  it,  1  fliall 
here  briefly  difeover. 

Firfl,  get  fuch  an  inflrnment  ( as  above  hath 
been  taught )  made  for  you  out  of  Copper ,  but 
not  too  big,  nor  with  a  lid  at  the  top,  but  only 
with  a  pipe,  unto  which  a  receiver  may  be  apply- 
ed,  which  mull  not  be  luted  to  it  but  it  fufficecli, 
that  the  pipe  enter  far  into  the  belly  of  the  re¬ 
ceiver  i  and  at  the  lower  part  it  mufl  have  a  flat 
bottom ,  that  it  may  be  able  to  Hand :  over  the 
bottom  there  mull  be  a  little  hole  with  a  little 
door ,  that  clofeth  very  exadly :  and  there  mufl 
be  alfo  two  little  plates  or  fcales  of  filver  or  cop¬ 
per,  as  big  as  the  nail  of  ones  finger,  whereupon 
the  Aurum  fulminans  is  to  be  fet  into  the  Inflru- 
ment which  is  to  fland  upon  a  Trevet ,  under 
which  you  are  to  lay  fome  burning  Coals  for  to 
warm  or  heat  the  bottom  withal.  The  InflrumenC 
together  with  the  glafs  Receiver  being  fo  ordered, 
that  it  Hands  fall,,  and  alfo  the  bottom  thereof  be¬ 
ing.  warmed  or  heated,  then  with  little  pincers  one, 
of  the  little  .fcales ,  containing  2,  3,  or  4.  grains  of 
Aurum  fulminans  mufl  be  conveyed  upon  the  Inflru 
ment  fet  upon  the  warm  bottom,  and  then  fhut  the 
little  door,  ai^d  when  the  gold  doth  feel  the  heat, 
it  kindleth  and  giveth  a  clap,  and  there  is  caufed 
a  feparation,  and  efpecial  unlocking  of  the  gold; 
for  as  Toon  as  the  clap  is  done,  the  gold  doth  go 
through  the  pipe  like  a  purple  coloured  fmoak  in¬ 
to  thp  receiver,  and  flicks  on  every  where  like  a 
purple  coloured  powder.  When  the  fmoak  is  va- 
nifhed,  y\^hich  is  foon  done,  then  take  the  empty 
fcale'‘6ut  of  the  Inflrument  or  Oven,  and  fet  it 
with  the  gold ,  which  will  likewife  fulminate  and 
yield  its  flores.  Then  the  firfl  being  cooled  in  the 
mean  tinie,  is  to  be  filled  again  and  put  in,  inflead 
of  that  which  is  empty,  and  taken  out,  putting  in 
one  fcale  after  another  by  turns ,  continue  it  fo 
long  till  you  have  got  flores  enough :  After  the 
fublimation  is  performed ,  let  the  Copper  Veffel 
grow ‘cool,  and  then  fweep  or  brufli  the  gold 
powder  which  is  not  fublimed  with  a  haires  foot,' 
or  goofe  feather  out  of  the  veffel,  which  powder 
ferves  for  nothing,  but  to  be  melted  with  a  little 
borax,  and  it  will  be  good  gold  again,  but  onely 
fomewhat  paler  than  it  was  before  it  was  made  in-- 
to  fulminating  gold.  But  the  flores  in  the  recei¬ 
ver  cannot  be  brufhed  out  thus,  efpecially  when 
they  are  caft  in  with  an  addition  of  fait  Nitre,  as  by 
the  flores  of  filver  hereafter  fhall  be  taught,  becaufe 
they  are  fomething  moifl,  and  therefore  pour  in  as 
much  ofdephlegmed  Tartarifed  fpirit  of  winfe  unto' 
it,  as  you  think  to  be  enough,  for  to  wafli  off  the 
flores  with.  This  done,  pour  out  the  fpirit  of  wine, 
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together  with  the  burnt  Phoenix  into  a  clean  glafs, 
with  a  long  neck,  fet  it  (being  well  luted  firft)  into 
a  gentle  Balneum,  or  into  warm  afbes  for  fome 
dayesj  and  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  the  mean  time 
will  be  coloured  with  a  fair  red,  which  you  mult 
pour  off  and  then  pour  on  other  frefh  fpirit  and  fet 
it  in  a  warm  place  for  to  be  diflblved,  this  being 
likewife  coloured,  put  both  the  extrafts  together  in 
a  little  glafs  body,  and  abftrad  the  fpirit  of  wine 
(in  Balneo)  from  the  Tinfture,  which  will  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  in  quantity,  but  of  a  high  red  colour  and  pleafant 
in  tafte.  The  remaining  flores  from  which  the  Tin- 
(flure  is  extracted,  may  be  with  water  wafhed  out 
of  the  glafs,  and  then  dryed  if  they  are  to  be  mel¬ 
ted;  and  they  will  yield  a  little  pale  gold,  and  the 
moli  part  turneth  into  a  brown  glafs,  out  of  which 
perchance  fomething  elfe  that  is  good  may  be  made, 
but  unknown  to  me  as  yet. 

N.  B.  If  you  mix  the  Aurum  fulminans  With 
fome  fait  nitre,  before  fulmination,  then  the  flores 
will  be  the  more  Ibluble,  fo  that  they  yield  their 
Tindurefooner  and  more  freely,  than  alone  of  them- 
felves ;  and  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  adde  thereto 
thrice  as  much  fait  nitre,  and  fo  fublime  them  in 
flores,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  (hall  be  taught  for 
the  making  of  the  flores  of  filver.  ^ 

The  uf^  of  the  TinCture  of  Gold. 

THe  extraded  Tindure  is  one  of  the  chiefeft  of 
thofe  medicines,  which  comfort  &  cheer  up  the 
heart  of  man,  renew  and  reftore  to  youthfulnefs,  and 
cleanfe  the  impure  blood  in  the  whole  body,  where¬ 
by  many  horrible  difeafes,  as  the  leprolie,  thepoxy 
and  like  may  be  rooted  out. 

But  whether  this  Tindure  by  the  help  of  nre  may 
be  further  advanced  into  a  fixed  lubltance  I  do  not 
know :  for  I  have  not  proceeded  further  in  itj  than 
here  is  mentioned* 

f  - 

Of  the  flores  of  fllver  and  of  its  thedicine.. 

HAving  promifed  in  the  firft  part  of  this  book 
(when  I  was  deferibing  the  preparation  of  flores 
out  of  Metals)  to  teach  in  thefecond  part  to  make 
the  flores  of  gold  and  filVef,  thofe  of  gold  "being 
difpatcht  5  there  followeth  now  in  order  after  the 
gold,  to  fpeak  alfo  of  filver  and  of  its  preparation, 
which  is  to  be  thus  performed. 

Take  of  thin  laminated  or  fmall  granulated  fine 
filver  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  put  it  into  a  little  fepa- 
rating  glafs  body,  and  pour  upon  it  twice  as  much  in 
weight  of  redified  fpirit  of  fait  nitre,  and  the  fpirit 
of  fait  nitre  will  prefently  begin  to  work  upon  the 
filver  and  to  diflblve  it.  But  when  it  will  not  dif- 
folve  any  more  in  the  cold,  then  you  muft  put  the 
glafs  body  into  warm  fand  or  aflies,  and  the  water 
will  prefently  begin  to  work  again  •,  let  the  glafs  ftand 
in  the  warm  aflies,  until  all  the  filver  be  diflblved* 
Then  put  the  folution  out  of  the  little  glafs  body, 
into  another  fuch  as  is  cut  off  at  the  top,  and  put  on 
a  little  head  or  Limbeck,  and  in  fand  abftrad  the 
moity  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  from  the  diflblved 
filver  ^  then  let  the  glafs  body  remain  in  the  fand  till 
it  be  cool;  after  take  it  out,  and  let  it  reft  for  a 
day  and  a  night,  and  the  filver  will  turn  into  white  fo¬ 
liated  cryftals,  from  which  you  muft  pour  off*  the 
the  remaining  folution  which  is  not  turned  ;  and 
from  thence  abftrad  again  the  moity  of  tlie  fpirit, 
and  let  it  ftioot  or  turn  inn  cold  place  *,  and  this  ab- 


ftrading  and  cryftallifing  you  are  to  reiterate,  un¬ 
til  almoft  all  the  filver  is  turned  to  Cryftals  ;  which 
you  muft  take  out  and  lay  upon  filtring  paper  to 
dry,  and  fo  keep  it  for  fuch  further  ufe,  as  hereaf¬ 
ter  lhall  be  taught.  The  remaining  folution,  which 
is  notcryftallifed,  you  may  in  a  copper  velfel  by  add¬ 
ing  of  fweet  water  thereto,  precipitate  over  the  fire 
into  a  calx,  and  then  edulcorate  and  dry  it,  and  keep 
it  for  other  ufe,  or  elfe  melt  it  again  into  a  body.  Or 
elfe  you  may  precipitate  the  fame  v^-ith  fait  water, 
and  fo  edulcorate  and  dry  it  •,  and  you  will  have  a 
calx,  which  doth  melt  by  a  gentle  fire,  and  is  of  a 
fpecial  nature,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  urin,  of  fait  Ar- 
moniack,  of  Harts-horn,  of  Amber,  of  Soot,  and  of 
hair  it  doth  eafily  diflblve ;  and  it  may  be  prepared 
or  turned  into  good  medicines,  as  Ihortly  in  our 
treating  of  the  fpirit  of  urin  lhall  be  taught.  Or 
elfe,  you  may  choofe  not  to  precipitate  the  remain¬ 
ing  folution  of  filver,  but  with  the  fpirit  of  urin 
toextrad  an  excellent  Tindure,  as  hereafter  lhall  be 
taught* 

Of  the  ufe  of  the  cryflals  of  fllver. 

THefe  cryftals  may  fafely  be  ufed  in  Phyfick  a- 
lone  by  themfelves  3,  6,  9,  12.  graines  there¬ 
of  being  mixed  with  a  little  fugar,  or  elfe  made  up 
into  pills  *,  they  do  purge  very  gently  and  without 
danger  •,  but  by  reafon  of  their  bitternefs  they  are 
fomewhat  untoothfome  to  take alfo,  if  they  be  not 
made  up  into  pills,  they  colour  the  lips,  tongue  and 
mouth  quite  black  (but  the  reafon  of  that  blacknefs 
belongeth  not  to  this  place  to  treat  of,  but  lhall  by 
and  by  follow  hereafter  j  Alfo  if  they  touch  metals, 
as  Silver,  Copper  and  Tin,  they  make  them  black 
and  ugly,  and  therefore  they  arp  not  much  ufed. 
But  if  you  put  into  the  folutioh  of  filver  (before 
it  be  reduced  into  Cryftals)  half  as  much  quickfilver 
as  there  was  of  the  filver,  and  fo  diflblve  them  toge¬ 
ther  and  afterwards  let  them  Ihoot  together,  there 
will  come  forth  very  fair  little  fquare  ftones  like  un¬ 
to  AHome,  which  do  not  melt  in  the  air,  as  the  for¬ 
mer  foliated  ones  ufe  to  do  ;  neither  are  fo  bitter, 
and  they  purge  alfo  quicker  and  better,  than  thofe 
that  are  made  only  of  filver, 

€y 

How  to  fublime  the  Cryftals  of  fllver  into  flores-,  and 
then  to  make  a  good  Medicine  of  the  flores. 

TAke  of  the  foliated  Cryftals  of  Silver  as  many  as 
you  pleafe,  and  upon  a  grinding  ftone  made 
warm  firft ,  grind  as  much  purified  and  well  dryed 
fait  nitre  amongft  it,  then  put  into  your  Iron  di- 
ftilling  velfel  (to  the  pipe  whereof  there  is  to  be 
apply ed  and  luted  a  great  receiver)  coles  made  into 
powder  two  inches  high,  and  make  a  fire  under  it, 
that  the  velfel  every  where  together  with  the  coles 
that  are  in  it,  become  red  hot-  Then  take  off  the 
lid,  and  with  a  ladle  throw  in  at  once  of  your  Cry¬ 
ftals  of  filver  3  i*  more  or  lefs,  according  as  you 
think  that  your  receiver  in  regard  of  its  bignefs  is 
able  to  bear.  This  done,  prefently  put  on  the  lid, 
and  the  fait  nitre  together  with  the  cryftals  of  filver 
will  be  kindled  by  the  coles  that  lye  on  the  bottom 
of  the  velfel,  and  there  will  come  forth  a  white  fil¬ 
ver  fume  through  .the  pipe  into  the  receiver,  and 
after  a  while  when  the  cloud  is  vanilhed  in  the  re¬ 
ceiver,  call  in  more,  and  continue  this  fb  long,  and 
until  aH  your  prepared  filver  is  call:  in  ;  then^  let  it 
cool,  and  take  off  the  receiver,  and  pour  into  it- 
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good  Alcolized  fpirit  of  wine,  and  wafh  the  flores 
with  it  out  of  the  receiver,  and  proceed  further 
with  them,  as  above  you  have  been  taught  to  proceed 
with  the  gold,  and  you  will  get  a  greenifli  liquor, 
which  is  very  good  for  the  brain. 

Take  the  coles  out  of  the  diftilling  velTel,  and 
make  them  into  fine  powder,  and  wafli  them  out 
with  water,  to  the  end  that  the  light  cole-duft  may 
be  got  from  it,  and  you  will  find  much  filver  dull 
(or  a  great  many  little  filver  grains;  which  the  fait 
nitre  could  not  force  over,  wtiich  you  may  reduce, 
for  it  will  be  good  filver. 

There  may  alfo  be  made  a  very  good  medicine  out 
of  the  crylfals  of  filver,  which  wiU  be  little  inferior 
to  the  former,  whereby  the  difeafcs  and  infirmities 
of  the  brain  may  be  very  well  remedied,  which  is 
done  thus. 

How  to  faaki  a  green  oyl  out  of  Silver. 

Pour  upon  Cryftals  of  filver  twice  or  thrico  as 
much  ( in  weight  )  of  the  ftrongefl:  fpirit  of 
Salt  Arraoniack,  put  it  in  a  glafs  with  a  long  neck 
well  clofed,  into  a  very  gentle  warmth  for  the 
fpace  of  8.  or  14.  days  in  digeltion,  and  the  fpirit 
of  fait  Armoniack  will  be  tinged  with  a  very  fair 
blew  colour  from  the  filver,  then  pour  it  off,  and 
filtre  it  through  brown  paper,  and  then  put  it  in 
a  little  glafs  retort  or  glafs  body ,  and  abfi:ra(fl; 
in  Balneo  by  a  gentle  fire,  almoft  all  the  fpirit  of 
fait  Armoniack  ( which  is  ftill  good  for  ufe)  and 
there  will  remain  in  the  bottom  a  grafs-green  Li¬ 
quor,  which  is  to  be  kept  for  a  Medicine- 
But  in  cafe  that  you  Ihould  mifs,  and  abftradt  too 
much  of  the  fpirit  from  the  Tindure  of  filver,  fo 
that  the  Tindure  be  quite  dry  and  turned  to  a 
green  Salt,  then  you  muft  pour  upon  it  again  as 
much  of  the  fpirit  of  Salt  Arraoniack,  as  will  dif- 
folve  the  green  fait  again  to  a  green  Liquor,  but 
if  you  defire  to  have  the  Tindure  purer  yet,  then 
abftrad  all  moiftnefs  from  it,  to  a  ftony  drynefs ; 
upon  which  you  muft  pour  good  fpirit  of  Wine, 
which  will  quickly  diflblve  the  ftone,  and  then  fii^ 
tre  it,  and  there  will  remain  feces,  and  the  Tindure 
will  be  fairer :  from  which  you  muft  abftrad  moft 
of  the  fpirit  of  wine,  and  the  Tindure  will  be  fo 
much  the  higher  in  vertue-  But  if  you  pleafe,  you 
may  diftil  that  green  fait  or  ftone  (before  it  be 
extraded  again  with  that  fpirit  of  wine)  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  glafs  retort,  and  you  will  get  a  fubtile  fpirit 
and  a  ftiarp  oyl,  and  in  the  bottom  of  the  retort 
there  remaineth  a  very  fufile  filver  which  could  not 
come  over- 

It  is  to  be  admired ,  that  when  you  pour  fpirit 
of  fait  Armoniack ,  or  fpirit  of  wine  upon  that 
ftpne,  for  to  diflblve  it,  that  the  glafs  comes  to  be 
fo  cold  by  it,  that  you  hardly  are  able  to  endure 
it  in  your  hand,  which  coldnefs  in  my  opinion  co- 
lueth  from  the  filver  (being  fo  well  unlockt )  which 
naturally  is  cold. 

The  Vfe  of  the  green  Liquor  in  Alchymy^  and  for 
Mechanical  Operations. 

THis  green  Liquor  lerveth  not  only  for  a  me¬ 
dicine,  but  alfo  for  other  Chymical  operati¬ 
ons  (  for  both  Copper  and  glafs  may  be  eafily  and 
very  fairly  filvered  over  therewith )  very  ufeful 
for  thofe  that  are  curious  and  love  to  make  a  ftiew 
with  fair  houlhold-ftuff  *,  for  if  you  get  difhes. 


^7 


trencher-plates,  falters,  cups  and  other  veflels  made 
of  glafs ,  after  the  fame  fafhion  as  thofe  cf  filver 
ufe  to  be  made ,  you  may  very  eafily  and  without 
any  pnfiderable  charge  filver  them  over  therewith 
within  and  without ,  fo  that  by  the  eye  they  can: 
not  be  difeerned  from  true  filver  plate. 

Befides  the  above-related  good  Medicines,  there 
may  be  made  another  and  efpecial  good  one  out  of 
the  cryftals  of  filver ,  viz.,  diflblving  and  digefting 
them  c  for  a  fpace  of  time  )  with  the  iiniverfal  wa¬ 
ter  ,  which  hath  been  diftilled  by  nature  it  felf  ; 
and  is  known  to  every  Body  :  and  after  its  digeft¬ 
ing  for  a  fliort  time,  and  change  into'  feveral  co¬ 
lours  ,  there  will  be  found  a  pleafant  eflence,  which 
is  not  fo  bitter  as  the  above-deferibed  green  li¬ 
quor,  which  is  not  brought  yet  by  heat  to  ripe- 
nefs  and  maturation. 

N.  B.  In  this  fweet  univerfal  Menftruum ,  may 
alfo  all  other  metals  by  a  fmall  heat  and  the  di- 
geftion  of  a  Jong  time  be  ripened  and  fitted  for 
Medicines  (having  firft  been  reduced  into  thdr  vi: 
triolsand  falts)  and  then  they  are  no  more  dead 
bodies,  but  by  this  preparation  have  recovered  a 
new  Life,  and  are  no  more  the  metals  of  the  covetous 
but  may  be  called  the  metals  of  the  Philofophers,  and 
of  the  Phyficians. 

Befides  Phyftckjor  phyfical  ufe, 

LAftly,  there  may  be  many  pretty  things  more 
effeded  (  befides  the  medicinal  ufe  )  by  means 
of  the  Cryftals  of  filver,  viz.,  when  you  diflblve 
thorn  in  ordinary  fweet  rain  water ,  you  may  dye 
beards,  hair,  skin,  and  nails  of  men  or  beafts  into 
carnation  or  pink  red,  brown  and  black,  aecor* 
ding  as  you  have  put  more  or  lefs  thereof  in  the 
water  ^  or  elfe,  according  as  the  hair  was  more  or 
lefs  times  wetted  therewith,  whereby  the  afped  of 
Man  and  Beaft  (which  fometimes  in  feveral  occafions 
may  not  be  contemned )  is  changed,  fo  that  they  can-- 
not  be  known. 

This  colouring  or  dye  may  be  alfo  performed 
with  Lead  or  Mercury  no  lefs  than  with  filver, 
but  otherwife  prepared ,  whereof  in  the  fourth 
part. 

Now  I  have  taught  how  to  make  flores  and  tin- 
dures  of  gold  and  filver  by  help  of  the  acid  fpirit 
of  Nitre.  There  may  be  many  -other  medicines 
taught  to  be  made  out  of  them,  but  in  regard  that 
they  belong  not  to  this  place,  they  fliall  be  referved 
for  other  places  of  this  fecond  I  and  alfo  for  the 
other  following  parts. 

As  by  the  help  of  the  fpirit  of  Nitre, good  Medi¬ 
cines  may  be  made  out  of  gold  and  filver,  fo  the 
like  may  be  done  out  of  other  inferiour  metals-  But 
in  regard  that  their  defeription  is  fitter  for  other 
places  of  this  Book,  1  omit  them  here.  Yet  never- 
thelefs,  I  thought  good  to  deferibe  one  preparation 
of  every  metal  j  after  Silver  therefore  folio  wet  h 
now  Copper. 

A  medicine  OM  of  Copper  externally  to  be  nfed. 

Dlffolve  burnt  plates  of  Copper  in  fpirit  of  fait, 
and  abftrad  the' fpirit  again  from  thence  to  a 
drynefs,  but  not  too  hard,  and  there  will  a  green 
mafs  remain  behind,  which  you  may  caft  in  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little,  and  fo  diftil  it,  as  of  filver  hath  been 
taught.  It  doth  yield  a  ftrong  and  powerful  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  flores  alfo  for  outward  ufe  in  putrid 
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woundsj  to  lay  a  good  ground  thereby  for  the  hea¬ 
ling. 

A  medicine  out  of  Iron  or  Steel. 

IN  the  fame  manner  you  may  proceed  with  iron 
and  fteel,  and  there  will  remain  behind  a  good 
crocus  of  a  great  ftipticity  or  aftringency ,  efpe- 
cially  out  of  iron  or  fteel,  and  may  with  goodfuc- 
cefs  be  mixed  with  oyntments  and  plaiftcrs. 

Of  Tin  and  Lead. 

IF  Tin  or  Lead  be  diffolved  therein»  after  the  ab- 
ftrafting  of  part  of  the  fpirit,  they  will  Ihoot 
into  clear  and  fweet  cryftals-  But  Tin  is  not  fo 
eafily  diffolved  as  Lead ;  both  may  fafely  be  ufed 
for  medicines-  Alfo  there  may  be  fpirits  and  flores 
got  out  of  them  by  diftilling.  The  rehearfing  of 
the  Preparation  is  nCedlefs,  for  what  for  the  pre¬ 
paring  of  filver  hath  been  taught,  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  alfo  of  other  metals. 

The  ufe  of  the  Cryfiats  of  Lead  and  Tin. 

'T'HE  Cryftals  of  Lead  are  admirably  good  to  be 
ufed  in  the  plague  for  to  provoke  fweating 
and  expel  the  venome  out  of  the  body  j  they  may 
alfo  with  credit  be  ufed  in  the  bloody  flux.  Ex¬ 
ternally  diffolved  in  water,  and  clothes  dipt  there¬ 
in  and  applied,  they  excellently  cool  and  quench 
all  inflammations  ^  in  what  part  of  the  body  foever 
they  do  befal.  Likewife  the  fpirit  thereof  ufed 
yer  fe  ( and  the  flores  mixed  among  oyntments )  do 
their  part  fufficiently. 

But  the  cryftals  of  Tin  do  not  prove  altogether 
fo  quick  in  operation,  though  they  do  ad  their 
part  alfo,  and  they  are  more  pleafant  than  thofe 
that  are  made  of  Lead  ;  for  in  Tin  there  is  found 
a  pure  fulphur  of  gold  ^  but  in  Lead  a  white  ful- 
phur  of  filver,  as  is  proved  in  my  Treatife  of  the 
generation  and  nature  of  Metals. 

Of  Mercury. 

WHen  you  diflblve  common  Mercury  in  redi- , 
fled  fpirit  of  Nitre,  andabftrad  the  fpirit 
from  it  again,  then  there  will  remain  behind  a  fair 
red  gliftering  precipitate  ;  but  when  the  fpirit  is  not 
redifled,  it  will  not  be  fo  fair,  becaufe  that  the  im¬ 
purity  of  the  fpirit  remains  with  the  Mercury  and  poh 
lutes  it-  This  calcinated  Mercury  is  called  by  fome 
Mercurius  ^racifit  at  US  others  Turbith  minerale^  • 

wherewith  the  Surgeons,  and  fometimes  other  unskil¬ 
ful  Phyficians  do  cure  the  Pox  ^  they  give  at  once 
6,  8, 10.  grains,  (more  or  lefs)  according  to  its  pre¬ 
paration  and  force  in  operation  to  the  patient ;  for 
if  the  fpirit  be  not  too  much  abftraded  from  it ,  it  ^ 
worketh  much  ftronger,  than  when  by  a  ftrong  ; 
fire  it  is  quite  feparated  from  it  •,  for  the  fpirits  that 
remain  with  the  Mercury  make  it  quick  and  adive, 
which  elfe  without  the  fpirits  would  not  be  fuch. 

The  other  metals  alfo,  if  they  be  not  firft  made  fo- 
luble  by  falts  or  fpirits,  can  perform  either  none  or 
but  very  fmall  operation,  unlefs  it  be  Zink  or  Iron, 
which  being  eafily  foluble,  are  able  to  work  with¬ 
out  any  foregoing  diflblution,  as  hath  been  Ihewn  a-  . 
bove,  when  we  treated  oftheoyl  of  vitriol.  But  that 
the  fliarp  fpirits  are  the  caufe  of  that  operation,  may 
hence  be  perceived,  and  made  man^feft  that  al¬ 


though  you  take  §  fs.  of  quick-lilver  and  pour  it  down 
into  the  ftomach,  yet  it  would  run  out  again  beneath, 
as  above  it  was  poured  in.  But  if  it  be  prepared 
with  fpirits  or  falts,  then  but  few  grains  of  it- 
will  workftrongly,  and  the  more  it  is  made  foluble, 
the  ftronger  it  worketh  ;  as  you  may  fee  when  it  is 
fublimed  from  fait  and  vitriol,  that  it  groweth  fo 
ftrong  thereby^  that  one  grain  doth  work  more  than 
eight  or  ten  grains  of  Turbith  Mineral,  and  three  or 
four  grains  thereof  would  kill  a  man,  by  reafon  of  its 
mighty  ftrength.  Alfo  it  worketh  extreamly,  and 
much  more  than  the  fublimate,  when  it  is  diffolved  in 
fpirit  of  Nitre  and  cryftalized,  fo  that  you  cannot 
well  take  it  upon  your  tongue  without  danger.  Which 
fome  perceiving,  evaporate  the  Aquafortis  by  a  gentle 
heat  from  it,  fo  that  the  Mercurius  remained  yellow, 
which  in  a  fmaller  dofe  wrought  more  than  the  red, 
from  which  the  fpirits  were  quite  evaporated.  And 
they  ufed  it  only  externally,  ftrewing  it  into  im¬ 
pure  fores ,  for  to  corrode  or  fret  or  away  the  proud 
flelh,  not  without  great  pain  to  the  patient :  but 
alfo  without  diftindion  of  young  or  old  gave  it  in¬ 
wardly  for  to  purge  i  which  is  one  of  the  moft  hurt¬ 
ful  Purges  that  can  be  ufed.  For  this  evil  gueft,how= 
ever  he  be  prepared,  cannot  leave  his  tricks,  unlefs  he 
be  reduced  into  fuch  a  fubftance,  as  that  it  never  can 
be  brought  back  to  a  running  Mercury,  for  then  much 
good  can  be  done  in  phyfick  without  any  hurt  or  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  health  of  man,  whereof  perchance  fome- 
thing  more  (hall  be  faid  in  another  place- 

I  cannot  omit  for  the  benefit  of  young  innocent 
Children,  to  difeover  a  great  abufe.  For  it  is  grown 
very  common  almoft  among  all  that  deal  in  phyfick, 
that  as  foon  as  a  little  child  is  not  well  before  they 
know  whether  it  will  be  troubled  with  worms, or  with 
any  thing  elfe,  they  prefently  fall  upon  Mercury, 
fuppofing  that  in  regard  it  hath  no  tafte,  it  is  fo  much 
the  better  for  to  get  the  Children  to  take  it  for  to 
hill  the  Worms. 

But  thofe  men  do  not  know  the  hurtful  nature  of  it, 
which  it  doth  Ihew  againft  the  finews  and  Nerves ; 
For  fome  are  of  opinion,  that  if  they  know  to  pre¬ 
pare  Mercury  fo,  that  it  can  be  given  in  a  greater 
dofe  (  as  -is  to  be  feen  in  fublimed  Mercurius  dulcis  ) 
that  then  it  is  excellently  prepared :  but  they  are  in  a 
great  errour,  and  it  were  much  better,  it  were  not  fo 
well  prepared,  that  the  lefs  hurt  might  be  done  to 
Man, in  regard  that  then  they  durft  not  give  it  in  fo 
great  a  dofe.  For  if  that  which  is  prepared  with  Aqua 
fortis  or  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  be  ufed  in  the  pox  to  men 
that  are  advanced  in  years,  it  cannot  do  fo  much  hurt, 
becaufe  it,  is  given  ,  in  a  fmall  dofe,  and  doth  work 
with  them,  whereby  nature  gets  help  for  to  overcome 
and  expel  that  hurtful  venome,  and  its  malignity  is 
abated  by  the  ftrong  falivation,  which  provi¬ 
dent  nature  hath  planted  in  it,  fo  that  not  fo  much 
mifehief  can  come  by  it, as  by  Mercurius  dulcis^  where¬ 
of  is  givenjto  little  Weak  Children  from  tentothir- 
ty  grains  at  once,  which  commonly  (unlefs  they  be 
of  a  ftrong  nature,  and  do  grow  it  out)  doth  caule 
a  weaknefs  and  lamenefs  in  their  limbs,  fo  that  ( if 
they  do  not  come  to  be  quite  lame  at  laft  )  they 
have  a  long  time  to  ftruggle  withal,  till  they  over¬ 
come  it. 

In  .  like  manner  thofe  alfo  do  err,  which  do  lhake 
Mercury  in  water  or  beer  fo  long,  until  the  water 
come  to  be  gray- coloured,  and  fo  give  that  water  or 
beer  to  little  children  to  drink  for  the  Worms,  pre¬ 
tending  that  they  do  not  give  the  fubftance  or  body 
of  Mercury,  but  only  its  vertue-  But  this  grofs 
)  preparation 


X 


Pbilofopbical  Furnacet. 


2^ 


Preparation  is  no  better  than  if  they  had  miniftred 
the  running  Mercury  it  felf.  Neither  have  I  ever  feen 
that  the  ufe  of  Merchrius  dulcis^  or  of  the  gray  co- 
Foured  water  was  feconded  with  good  fuccefs  in  killing 
of  the  Worms.  But  it  is  credible,  that  it  may  be 
done  by  yellow  or  red  precipitate,  in  regard  of  its 
ftrong  operation*  But  who  would  be  fuch  an  Ene¬ 
my  to  his  Child,  as  to  plague  and  torture  it  with  fuch 
a  hurtful  and  murthering  medicine  5  efpecially  there 
being  other  medicines  to  be  had,  which  do  no  harm 
to  the  children,  as  is  to  be  found  in  iron  or  fteel,  and 
the  fweet  oyl  of  vitriol* 

And  fo  much  of  the  abufe  of  Mercury  :  I  hope 
it  will  be  a  good  warning  unto  many,  fo  that  they 
will  not  fo  eafily  billet  luch  a  tyrannical  gueft  in 
any  ones  houfe,  whereby  the  ruine  thereof  of  ne- 
cedity  mull  follow.  And  that  cure  deferveth  no 
praife  at  all,  whereby  one  member  is  cured  with  the 
hurt  of  two  or  three  other  members.  As  we  fee  by 
the  Pox,  when  one  infefted  member  is  cured  by  Mer¬ 
cury,  and  that  but  half,  and  not  firm  at  all,  that  all 
the  reft  of  the  body  is  endangered  thereby  for  the 
future.  And  therefore  it  would  be  much  better 
that  fuch  crude  horfe-phyfick  might  be  fevered 
from  good  medicaments,  and  fuch  ufed  inftead  of 
them,  as  may  firmly,  fafely,  and  without  prejudice 
to  other  parts  perform  the  cure,  of  which  kind  fe- 
veral  are  taught  in  this  book.  But  in  cafe  that 
you  have  Patients,  which  have  been  fpoiled  by 
fuch  an  ill-prepared  Mercury,  then  there  is  no  better 
remedy  to  reftore  them,  than  by  medicines  made 
of  metals ,  wherewith  Mercury  hath  great  affinity, 
as  of  gold  and  filver  :  for  when  they  are  often 
ufed,  they  attraft  the  Mercury  out  of  all  the  mem¬ 
bers,  and  carry  it  along  with  them  out  of  the  bo¬ 
dy  ,  and  fo  do  rid  the  body  thereof.  But  exter¬ 
nally  the  precipitated  Mercury  may  more  fafely  be 
ufed,  than  internally,  in  cafe  there  be  nothing  elfo 
to  be  had,  -viz.,  to  corrode  or  eat  away  the  proud 
flefh  out  of  a  wound*  But  if  inftead  of  it  there 
ffiould  be  ufed  the  corrofive  oyl  of  Antimony,  Vi¬ 
triol,  Allome  or  common  fait  it  would  be  better, 
and  the  cure  much  the  fpeedier;  and  it  would  be* 
better  yet,  that  in  the  beginning  good  medicaments 
were  ufed  to  frelh  wounds,  and  not  by  carelefnefs 
to  reduce  them  to  that  ill  condition ,  that  after¬ 
wards  by  painful  corrofives  they  muft  be  taken  a- 
way.  But  fuch  a  Mercury  would  ferve  belt  of  all 
for  fouldiers ,  beggers ,  and  children  that  go  to 
fchool  for  if  it  be  ftrewed  upon  the  head  of 
children,  or  into  their  cloathes,  no  loufe  will  abide 
there  any  longer.  In  which  cafe  Mercury  muft 
by  his  preparation  not  be  made  red ,  but  onely 
yellow ,  and  it  muft  be  ufed  warily ,  and  not  be 
ftpewed  on  too  thick,  left  the  flelh  be  corroded,  which 
would  be  the  occafion  of  great  mifehief. 

Of  u4qHa  fortis, 

OUt  of  Salt  nitre  and  vitriol,  taking  of  each  a 
like  quantity  (or  if  the  water  is  to  be  not  al¬ 
together  fo  ftrong  )  two  parts  of  vitriol  to  one  part 
of  falt-nitre,  a  water  diftillcd  ii  good  to  diflblve  me¬ 
tals  therewith,  and  to  fep^rate  them  from  one  ano¬ 
ther;  as  gold  from  filver,  and  filver  from  gold, 
which  in  the  fourth  part  puhAually  lhall  be  taught* 
The  Aqua  fortis  ferveth  alfo  for  many  other 
Chymical  operations  to  diffdlve  and  fit  metals  there¬ 
by,  that  they  may  be  reduced  the  eafier  into  medi¬ 
caments;  but  becaufe  the  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  and  A- 


qua  fortis  are  almoft  all  one,  and  have  like  opera¬ 
tions:  for  if  the  be  dephlegmed  and  rec¬ 

tified,  you  may  perform  the  fame  operations  with 
it,  which  poffibly  may  be  performed  with  the  fpirit 
of  fait  nitre  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  the  fpirit  of  fait 
nitre  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  with  the  Aquh 
fortis^  whereof  in  the  fourth  Parc  lhall  be  fpoken 
more  at  large. 

Now  I  know  well  that  ignorant  laborators  (which 
do  all  their  work  according  to  cuftome,  without  di¬ 
ving  any  further  into  the  Nature  of  things ,  will 
count  me  an  Heretick  (  becaufe  I  teach ,  that  the 
Aqua  fortis  made  of  vitriol  and  fait  nitre  is  of  the 
fame  nature  and  condition  with  the  fpirit  of  fait 
nitre,  which  is  made  without  vitriol  )  faying  that 
the  Aqua  fortis  doth  partake  likewife  of  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  vitriol ,  becaufe  vitriol  alfo  is  ufed  in  the 
preparation  of  it.  To  which  1  anfwer ,  that  al¬ 
though  vitriol  be  ufed  in  the  preparation  of  it,  yet 
for  all  that  in  the  diftilling ,  nothing  or  but  very 
little  of  its  fpirit  comes  over  with  the  fpirit  of 
fait  nitre ,  and  that  by  fo  fmall  a  heat  it  cannot 
rife  fo  high,  as  the  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  doth :  and 
the  vitriol  is  added  onely  therefore  unto  the  fait  nitre 
that  it  may  hinder  its  melting  together  ,  and  fo 
the  more  facilitate  its  going  into  a  fpirit.  And 
the  more  to  be  convinced  of  this  truth,  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  may  add  to  fuch 'fpirit  of  fait  nitre,  as  is 
made  by  it  felf,  a  little  of  oyl  of  vitriol  likewife 
made  by  it  felf,  and  try  to  dilTolve  filver  guilded 
with  it,  and  he  will  find  that  his  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  by 
the  fpirit  of  vitriol  is  made  unfit  to  make  a  fepe- 
ration ;  for  it  preyeth  notably  upon  the  gold^  which 
is  not  done  by  Aquafortis. 

Of  the  fulphurifed  fpirit  of  fait  nitre. 

THere  may  alfo  be  made  a  fpirit  of  fait  nitre 
with  fulphur,  which  is  ftill  in  ufe  with  many,' 
'Viz.:  they  take  a  ftrong  earthen  retort,  which  hath 
a  pipe  at  the  top,  and  faften  it  into  a  furnace,  and 
having  put  fait  nitre  into  it,  they  let  it  melt,  and 
then  through  the  pipe  they  throw  peeces  of  fulphur 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  pea,  one  after  another ,  which 
being  kindled ,  together  with  the  nitre  doth  yield 
a  fpirit  called  by  fome  fpirit  of  fait  nitre,  and  by 
others  oyl  of  fulphur  ,  but  falfely ;  for  it  is  nei¬ 
ther  of  both,  in  regard  that  metals  cannot  be  dif- 
folved  therewith  as  they  are  done  with  other  fpi¬ 
rit  of  fait  nitre  or  fulphur  j  neither  is  there  any  great 
ufe  for  it  in  phyfick,  and  if  it  were  good  for  any 
Chymical  operations,  by  the  help  of  my  diftilling 
inftrument  might  eafily  be  made  and  in  great  quan- 
tity. 

N.  B*  But  if  fait  nitre  be  mixed  with  fulphur  in 
due  proportion,  and  in  the  firft  furnace  be  call  up¬ 
on  quick  coles,  then  all  will  be  burnt,  and  a  ftrong 
fpirit  cometh  over,  whofe  vertue  is  needlefs  here  to 
deferibe ;  but  more  lhall  be  mentioned  of  it  in  a- 
nother  place* 

Of  the  Clifus. 

AMong  the  Phyfitians  of  this  latter  age,  there 
is  mention  made  of  another  fpirit,  which  they 
make  of  Antimony,  Sulphur,  and  fait  nitre, 
quantity  taken  of  each ,-  which  they  call  CltJjHs 
and  which  they  have  in  high  efteem,  and  not  with¬ 
out  caufe,  becaufe  it  can  do  much  good,  if  it  be 
well  prepared.  _  , 
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The  inventor,  for  the  making  thereof  ufed  a  re¬ 
tort  with  a  pipe,  as  was  mentioned  by  the  fulphuri- 
2ed  fpirit  of  fait  nitre,  through  which  pipe  he  threw 
in  his  mixture.  And  it  is  a-  good  way  if  no:  bet¬ 
ter  be  known  :  but  if  the  Author  had  known  my  in¬ 
vention  and  way  of  diftilling,  I  doubt  not  but  he 
would  have  fet  afide  his,  that  hath  a  nofe  or  pipe 
retort,  and  made  ufe  of  mine. 

The  materials  indeed  are  good,  but  not  the 
weight  or  proportion  for  to  what  purpofe  fo  great 
a  quantity  of  fulphur,  it  being  not  able  to  burn  away 
all  with  fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  fait  nitre-  And  if  it  doth 
not  burn  away,  but  only  fublimc  &  flop  the  neck  of  the 
retort,  whereby  the  diftillation  is  hindered,  how 
can  it  then  yield  any  vertue  .<*  Therefore  you  ought 
to  take  not  fo  much  fulphur,  but  only  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  as  will  ferve  to  kindle  the  fait  nitre,  viz.,  to  ft  i. 
of  fak  nitre  four  drams  of  fulphur  :  but  becaufe  An¬ 
timony  alfo  is  one  of  the  ingredients,  which  hath 
likewife  much  fulphur  (for  there  is  no  Antimony 
fo  pure,  but  it  containeth  much  combuftible  ful¬ 
phur,  as  in  the  fourth  part  of  this  book  lhalj  be  prov¬ 
ed  :  )  therefore  it  is  needlefs  to  add  fo  much  fulphur 
unto  Antimony,  to  make  it  burn,  becaufe  it  hath 
enough  of  it  felf.  And  therefore  I  will  fet  down  my 
compofition,  which  I  found  to  be  better  than  the  firffc. 

Take  Antimony  ft  i.  fait  nitre  ft  i  j-  fulphur  §  i  i  j. 
the  materials  mull  be  made  into  fmall  powder  and 
well  mixed,  and  at  once  call  in^ij.  thereof,  and* 
there  will  come  over  a  fulphureous  acid  fpirit  of 
Antimony,  which  will  mix  it  felf  with  the  water, 
which  hath  been  put  before  in  the  receiver  ^  which 
a|^terthe  diftillation  is  linilhed  mull  be  taken  out  and 
kept  clofe  for  its  ufe.  It  is  a  very  good  diaphoretick 
for  fweat  provoking  j  medicine  elpecially  in  feavers, 
the  plague,  epilepfie,  and  all  other  difeafes,  whofe 
cure  mull  be  performed  by  fweating-  The  Capnt 
MortHum  may  be  fublimed  into  flores  in  that  fur¬ 
nace,  which  is  defcribed  in  the  lirll  part. 

Of  the  Tartarifed  fpirit  of  nitr^.  ^ 

IN  the  very  fame  manner  there  may  alfo  be  di- 
llilled  a  good  fweat-provoking  fpirit  out  of  fait 
nitre  and  Tartar,  a  like  quantity  taken  of  each, 
which  is  very  good  to  be  uled  in  the  plague  and  ma¬ 
lignant  feavers. 

The  Caput  Mortuum  is  a  good  melting  powder  for 
to  reduce  the  calxes  of  metals  therewith  ^  or  elfe  you 
may  let  it  dilTolve  in  a  moill  place  to  oyl  of  Tartar. 

Of  the  Tartarifed  fpirit  of  Antimony, 

A  Much  better  fpirit  yet  may  be  made  of  T artar, 
fait  nitre,  and  Antimony ,  a  like  quantity  be¬ 
ing  taken  of  each  and  made  into  fine  powder,  and 
mixed  well  together,  which  though  it  be  not  fo  pleas 
fant  to  take,  is  therefore  not  to  be  defpifed.  For 
not  only  in  the  plague  and  feavers,  but  alfo  in  all 
obkrudions  and  corruptions  of  blood  it  may  be  u- 
fed  with  admiration  of  its  fpeedy  help- 

The  Caput  Mortuum  may  be  taken  out,  and  mel¬ 
ted  in  a  crucible,  and  it  will  yield  a  Regulus^  the 
ufe  whereof  is  defcribed  in  the  fourth  part.  Out 
of  the  fcoria  or  drofs  a  red  Tinduremay  be  extrad- 
ed  with  fpirit  of  wine,  which  is  very  ufefulin  many  di¬ 
feafes.  But  before  you  extrad  with  fpirit  of  wine,  you 
may  get  a  red  lixivium  out  of  it  with  fweet  water, 
which  lixivium  may  be  ufed  externally  for  to  mend  the 
faults  of  the  skin  aiid  to  free  it  from  fcabbinefs. 


Upon  this  lixivium  if  you  pour  Vinegar  or  any  o- 
ther  acid  fpirit,  there  will  precipitate  a  red  powder, 
which  if  it  be  edulcorated  and  dryed  may  be  ufed  in 
phyfick-  It  is  called  by  fome  fulphur  auratum  dia¬ 
phoreticum  :  but  it  is  no  Diaphoretick,  but  maketh 
llrong  vomits,  and  foin  cafe  of  neceflity,  when  you 
have  no  better  medicine  at  hand,  it  may  be  ufed  for 
a  vomitory  frpm_6,  7,  0,  10,  15. 

Alfo  out  of  the  fcoria  there  may  be  cxtraded  a  fair 
Sulphur  with  the  fpirit  of  urin  and  diftilled  over  the 
Limbeck,  which  is  very  good  for  all  difeafes  of  the 
lungs. 

Of  Stone-coles. 

r 

IF  you  mix  ftone-coales  with  a  like  quantity  of 
fait  nitre,  and  dillill  them,  you  will  get  an  ad¬ 
mirable  fpirit  and  good  to  be  ufed  outwardly  ;  for  it 
cleanfeth  and  coniolidateth  wounds  exceedingly , 
and  there  will  alfo  come  over  a  metallical  vertue  in 
the  form  of  a  red  powrder,  which  mull  be  fepara- 
ted  from  the  fpirit,  and  kept  for  its  ule.  But  if 
you  call  in  Hone-coles  alone  by  themfelves,  and  dillill 
them,  there  will  come  over  not  only  a  fliarp  fpirit, 
but  alfo  a  hot  and  blood  red  oyl,  which  doth  power¬ 
fully  dry  and  heal  all  running  ulcers  j  efpecially  it 
will  heal  a  fcald-  head  better  than  any  other  medi¬ 
cine,  and  it  doth  confume  alfo  all  moill  and  fpongi- 
ous  excrefcencies  in  the  skin,  where  ever  they  be  : 
but  if  you  fublime  Itone-coles  in  the  furnace  defcri¬ 
bed  in  the  firll  part,  there  comes  over  an  acid  mes 
tallical  fpirit,  and  a  great  deal  of  black  light  flores» 
which  fuddenly  llanch  bleediflg,  and  ufed  in  plai- 
Iters,  are  as  good  as  other  metallical  flores. 

I 

Of  the  Sulphureous  fpirit  of  fait  nitre  or  Aquafortis. 

I  ’ 

If  you  take  one  part  of  fulphur,  two  parts  of  ni¬ 
tre,  and  three  parts  of  vitriol,  and  dillill  them, 
:you  will  get  a  graduating  Aqua  fortis,  which  fmel- 
leth  ftrongly  of  fulphur ;  for  the  fulphur  is  made 
volatile  by  the  fait  nitre  aud  vitriol.  It  is  better 
for  feparating  of  metals,  than  the  common  Aqua 
fortis. 

If  liiver  be  put  in,  it  groweth  black,  but  not  fixed  i 
fome  of  it  poured  into  a  folution  of  filver  a  great 
deal  of  black  calx  will  precipitate,  but  doth  not  a- 
bide  the  tryal.  You  may  alfo  abkrad  a  llrong 
phureous  volatile  fpirit  from  it,  which  hath  like  ver¬ 
tue  as  well  internally  as  externally  for  bathes,  and 
may  be  ufed  like  unto  a  volatile  fpirit  of  Vitriol  or 
Allome. 

Of  the  Nitrous  fpirit  of  Arfenich. 

• 

IF  you  take  white  Arfenick  and  pure  fait  nitre,  of 
each  a  like  quantity  ground  into  fine  powder,  and 
dillill  them,  you  will  get  a  blew  fpirit,  which  is  ve¬ 
ry  llrong,  but  no  water  muH  be  put  into  the  receiver, 
elfe  it  would  turn  white,  for  the  Arfenick,  from 
which  the  blew  cometh,  is  precipitated  by  the  wa¬ 
ter.  This  fpirit  dilTolveth  and  graduatech  copper  as 
white  as  filver,  and  maketh  it  malleable  but  not  fix¬ 
ed.  The  remaining  Ca,put  Mortuum  maketh  the  cop¬ 
per  white,  if  it  be  cemented  therewith-,  but  very 
brittle  and  unmalleable,  but  how  to  get  good  filver 
out  of  Afenick  and  with  profit,  you  fliall  find  in  the 
fourth  part.  .In  phyfick  the  blew  fpirit  ferveth  for 
all  corroding  cancrous  fores,  which  if  they  be  anoin¬ 
ted  therewith,  will  be  killed  thereby,  and  made  fit 
for  healing.  ^  To 


Philo/opbical  Furnaces. 


To  maks.  ^  fpirit  of  Sulphur}  crude  Tartar  and  Salt  nitre. 

IF  you  grind  together  one  part  of  Sulphur,  two 
parts  of  Crude  Tartar,  and  four  parts  of  fait  ni¬ 
tre,  and  diftill  it  Philofopher-like,  you  will  get  a 
moll  admirable  fpirit,  which  can  play  his  part  both 
in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy.  I  will  not  advife  any 
body  to  diftill  it  in  a  retort;  for  this  mixture,  if  it 
X  groweth  warm  from  beneath,  it  fulminateth  like 
Gunpowder  •,  but  if  it  be  kindled  from  above,  it 
doth  not  fulminate,  but  onely  burneth  away  like  a 
quick  fire :  metals  may  be  melted  and  reduced  there¬ 
by.  -  . 


To  mako  a  fpirit  out  of  Salt  of  Tartar Sulphury 
Salt  -  nitre. 

IF  you  take  one  part  of  fait  of  Tartar,  and  one 
part  and  a  half  of  Sulphur,  with  three  parts  of 
fait  nitre,  and  grind  them  together ,  you  will  have 
a  commpofition,  which  fulminateth  like  Aurum  ful¬ 
minans,  and  the  fame  alfo  (after  the  fame  manner 
as  above  hath  been  tanght  with  gold)  may  be  di- 
ftilled  into  flores  and  fpirits,  which  are  not  without 
fpecial  Vertue  and  Operation.  For  the  corrupti¬ 
on  of  one  thing  is  the  generation  of  another- 

Hovp  to  makp  a  fpirit  of f aw- dufi,  fulphur  and  fait  nitre. 

IF  you  make  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  Saw- dull 
made  of  Tilia  or  Linden-wood,  and  two  parts  of 
good  fulphur,  and  nine  parts  of  purified  and  well  dry  ed 
fait  nitre,  and  call  it  in  by  little  and  little,  there  will 
come  over  an  acid  fpirit,  which  may  be  ufed  out¬ 
wardly,  for  to  cleanfe  wounds  that  are  unclean. 
But  if  you  mix  with  this  compofition  minerals  or 
metals  made  into  fine  powder,  and  then  call  it  in 
and  diftill  it,  there  will  come  not  only  a  powerful 
metallical  fpirit,  but  alfo  a  good  quantity  of  flores, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  mineral,  which  are 
of  no  fmall  vertue :  for  the  minerals  and  metals 
are  by  this  quick  fire  deftroyed  and  reduced  to  2. 
better  condition,  whereof  many  things  might  be 
written  but  it  is  not  good  to  reveal  all  things- 
Confider  this  fentence  of  the  Philofopers-  Jt  isim- 
pojfibls  to  defray  without  a  flame,  The  comhufiible  SuU 
phur  of  the  Calxy  which  the  digged  Mine  doth  doe. 

Alfo  fufible  minerals  and  metals  may  not  only 
be  melted,  therewith,  but  alfo  cupellated  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  upon  a  Table  in  the  hand  or  in  a  nut-fhell  j 
whereby  Angular  proofs  of  oares  and  metals  may  be 
made,  and  much  better,  than  upon  a  Cupel,  where¬ 
of  further  in  the  fourth  part  of  this  book.  Here 
is  opened  unto  us  a  gate  to  high  things if  entrance 
be  granted  unto  usj  we  fliall  need  no  more  books  to 
look  for  the  Art  in  them- 

To  make  metallical  fpirits  and  flores  by  the  help  of  falt.- 
nitre  and  linnen  cloth. 

IF  metals  be  diflblved  in  their  appropriated  Men- 
ftruums,  and  in  the  folution  (wherein  a  due  pro¬ 
portion  of  fait  nitre  muft  bedilTolvedj  fine  linnen 
rags  be  dipt  and  dryed,  you  have  a  prepared  me¬ 
tal,  w’hich  may  be  kindled,  and  (as  it  was  men¬ 
tioned  above  concerning  the  faw-duft)  through  the 
burning  away  and  confuming  of  their  fuperffuous 
fulphur,  the  mercurial  fubftance  of  the  'metal  is 
manifefted.  And  after  the  dift illation  is  ended,  you 
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will  find  a  Angular  purified  calx ,  which  by  rub- 
bing  CO  oureth  other  metals,  as  that  of  geld  doth 
guild  filver,  that  of  filver  lilvereth  over  cepner 
and  copper  calx  raaketh  iron  look  like  copper,  cd-c 
which  colouring  though  it  cannot  bring  any  grea^ 
profit  ,  yet  at  leall  for  to  fhew  the  poflibility,  I 
bought  It  not  araifs  to  deferibe  it ,  and  per¬ 
chance  fomething  more  may  be  hid  in  it,  which  k 
not  given  to  every  one  to  know. 

Of  Gun  -  powder . 


OF  this  mifehievous  compofition  and  diabolir-'l 
abufe  of  Gunpowder  much  might  be  • 

put  becaufe  this  prefent  world  taketh  only  delich^ 
in  Ihedding  innocent  blood,  and  cannot  endure  that 
unrighteous  things  fliould  be  reproved,  &  good  things 
^praifed,  therefore  it  is  belt  to  be  filent,  and  to  let 
evg7  one  anfwer  for  himfelf,  when  the  time  com- 
ethSthat  we  fliall  give  an  account  of  our  fteward- 
fliip,  which  perhaps  is  not  far  ofF^  and  then  there 
will  be  made  a  feparation  of  good  and  bad,  by  him' 
that  tryeth  the  heart,  even  as  gold  is  refind  in  the 
fire  from  its  drofs.  And  then  it  will  be  feen  what 
Chriftians  we  have  been-  We  do  all  bear  the  name, 
but  do  not  approve  our  felves  to  be  fuch  by  pur 
works ;  every  one  thinketh  himfelf  better  than  o- 
thers,  and  for  a  words  fake  which  one  underftand- 
eth  otherwife,  or  takes  in  another  fenfe  than  the 
other  (and  though  it  be  no  point,  whereon  falvati- 
on  doth  depend)  one  curfeth  and  condemneth  ano¬ 
ther  and  perfecuteth  one  another  unto  death,  which 
Chrift  never  taught  us  to  do,  but  rather  did  ear- 
neftly  command  us  that  we  fliould  Jove  one  another, 
reward  evil  with  good,  and  not  good  with  evil,  as 
now  a  dayes  every  where  they  ufe  to  do ;  every  one 
ftandeth  upon  his  reputation,  but  the  honor  of  God 
and  his  command  are  in  no  repute,  but  are  tram¬ 
pled  under  foot ,  nnd  Lucifers  pride,  vain  ambiti¬ 
on,  and  Pharifaical  hypoefifie  or  Ihew  of  holinefs, 
hath  fo  far  got  the  upper-hand  with  the  learned, 
that  none  will  leave  his  contumacy  or  ftubbornnefs, 
or  recede  a  little  from  his  opinion,  although  the 
whole  world  fliould  be  turned  upfide  down  thereby. 
Are  not  thefe  fine  Chriftians  ?  By  their  fruit  you 
ftiall  know  them,  and  not  by  their  words-  Woolves 
are  now  clothed  with  Iheeps  skins,  fo  that  none  of 
them  almoft  are  to  be  found,  and  yet  the  deeds 
and  works  of  Woolves  are  every  where  extant. 

All  good  manners  are  turned  into  bad,  women 
turn  men,  and  men  women  in  their  fafliion  and  be¬ 
haviour,  contrary  to  the  inftitutition  and  ordinance 
of  God  and  Nature.  In  brief,  the  world  goeth  on 
crutches.  If  Heraclitus  and  Detnocritus  fhould  now 
behold  this  prefent  world,  they  would  find  exceed¬ 
ing  great  caufe  for  their  lamenting  and  laughing 
at  it.  Aud  therefore  it  is  no  marvel,  that  God 
fent  fuch  a  terrible  fcourge  as  gun-pov/der  is  up¬ 
on  us ;  and  it  is  credible,  that  if  this  do  not 
caufe  our  amendment ,  that  a  worfe  will  follow , 
tJiz..  thunder  and  lightning  falling  down  from  Hea¬ 
ven,  whereby  the  world  fliall  be  turned  upfide  down 
for  to  make  an  end  of  all  pride,  felf-love,  ambiti¬ 
on,  deceit  and  vanity.  For  which  the  whole  Cre¬ 
ation  doth  wait,  fervently  defiring  to  be  delivered 
from  the  bondage  thereof. 

Now  this  preparation,  which  is  the  moft  hurtful 
poyfon,  a  terror  unto  all  the  Jiving,  is  nothing  elfe 
but  2 fulmen  denouncing  unto  us  the  wrath  and 

coming  of  the  Lord.  For  Chrift  to  judge  the 
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world  is  to  come  with  thundering  and  lightning’ : 
and  this  earthly  thunder  perchance  is  given  us  for  to 
put  us  in  mind  and  fear  of  that  which  is  to  come, 
but  this  is  not  fo  much  as  thought  on  by  men,  who 
prepare  it  only  for  to  plague  and  deftroy  mankind 
therewith  in  a  moft  cruel  and  abominable  manner,  as 
every  one  knoweth. 

For  none  can  deny  but  that  there  is  no  nimbler 
poyfon,  than  this  gunpowder-  It  is  written  of  the 
Baliliske,  that  he  killeth  man  only  by  his  look,  which 
a  man  may  avoid,  and  there  are  but  few  (if  any  at 
all)  of  them  found:  but  this  poyfon  is  now  prepared 
and  found  every  where- 

How  often  doth  it  fall  out,  that  a  place  wherein  ^ 
this  powder  is  kept  is  ftricken  with  thunder  as  with 
its  like,  in  fo  much  that  all  things  above  it  are  in 
a  moment  deftroyed,  and  carryed  up  into  the  air  ? 
Alfo  in  fieges,  when  an  Ordnance  is  difehafged,  or 
Mines  blown  up,  all  whom  it  lays  hold  on,  are  Sud¬ 
denly  killed,  and  moft  miferably  deftroyed.  What 
nimbler  poyfon  then  could  there  be  invented  ?  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  none,  who  will  not  acknowledge  it  to  be 
fuch. 

And  feeing  that  the  ancient  Philofophers  and  Chy- 
mifts  were  always  of  opinion,  that  the  greater  the  poy¬ 
fon  is,  the  better[medicine  may  be  made  of  it,  after  it 
is  freed  from  the  poyfon,  which  with  us  their  po- 
ftefity  is  proved  true  by  many  experiences  5  as  we 
fee  by  Antimony,  Arfenick,  Mercury,  and  the  like 
minerals,  which  without  preparation  are  meer  poy¬ 
fon,  but  by  due  preparation  may  be  turned  into  the 
belt  and  moft  effedtual  medicaments,  which  though 
not  every  one  can  comprehend  or  believe,  yetChy- 
mifts  know  it  to  be  true,  and  the  doing  of  it  is  no 
new  thing  to  them.  And  becaufe  I  treat  in  this  fe- 
cond  part  of  medicinal  fpirits,  and  other  good  me¬ 
dicaments,  and  finding  that  this  which  can  be  made 
out  of  gunpowder,  is  none  of  the  leaft,  I  would 
not  omit  in  fome  meafure,  and  as  far  as  lawfully 
may  be  done,  to  fet  down  its  preparation :  which 
is  thus  performed. 

How  to  make  a  fplrit  of  Gunpowder » 

YOur  diftilling  veflel  being  made  warm,  and  a 
great  receiver  with  fweet  water  in  it,  being  ap= 
plyed  to  it  without  luting,  put  a  di(h  with  gunpow¬ 
der,  containing  about  12.  or  1 5.  grains  apiece,  one 
after  another  into  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  above 
was  taught  to  do  with  gold-  For  if  you  Ihould  put 
in  too  much  of  it  at  once,  it  would  caufe  too  much 
wind  and  break  the  receiver. 

As  foon  as  you  have  conveighed  it  into  the  velTel, 
fhut  the  door,  and  the  gunpowder  will  kindle,  and 
give  a  blaft  that  it  maketh  the  receiver  ftir,  and  a 
white  mift  or  fteam  will  come  over  into  the  receiver. 
As  foon  as  the  powder  is  burnt,  you  may  call  in 
more  before  the  mift  is  fettled,  becaufe  elfe  the  di¬ 
ftilling  of  it  would  coft  too  much  time,  and  fo 
you  may  continue  to  do  until  you  have  fpirit  enough. 
Then  let  the  fire  go  out,  and  the  furnace  grow  cool, 
and  then  take  off  the  receiver,  pour  the  fpirit  with 
the  water  that  was  poured  in  before  (the  flores 
being  firft  every  where  waffled  off  with  it)  out  of 
the  receiver  into  a  glafs  body ,  and  reftifie  it  in 
a  B-  through  a  limbeck,  and  there  will  come  over 
a  muddy  water,  tailing  and  fmelling  of  fulphur: 
which  you  mull  keep.  In  the  glafs  body  you 
will  find  a  white  fait,  which  you  are  to  keep  like- 
wife.  Take  out  the  Caput  Mortuum,  which  re¬ 


mained  in  the  diftilling  veffel,  and  looks  like  gray 
fait,  calcine  it  in  a  covered  crucible,  that  it  turn 
white,  but  not  that  it  melt;  and  upon  this  burnt  or 
calcined  fait,  pour  your  ftinking  water,  which  came 
over  through  the  limbeck,  and  diffolve  the  calcined 
white  fait  with  it,  and  the  feces  which  will  not  dif¬ 
folve  call  away.  Filtre  the  folution,  and  pour  it 
upon  the  white  fait,  which  remained  in  the  glafs 
body,  from  which  the  fulphureous  fpirit  was  ab- 
ftrafted  before,  and  put  the  glafs  body  (with  a  lim¬ 
beck  luted  upon  it)  into  fand,  and  abftraft  the  ful¬ 
phureous  water  from  it,  which  will  be  yellowilh,  and 
fmell  more  of  fulphur  than  it  did  before.  This 
water  if  it  be  abftradled  from  the  fait  feveral  times, 
■will  turn  white,  almoft  like  unto  milk,  and  tail  no 
more  of  fulphur,  but  be  pleafant  and  fweet.  It  is 
very  good  for  the  difeafes  of  the  lungs.  Alfo  it 
doth  guild  filver,  being  anointed  therewith,  although 
not  firmly,  and  by  digeftion  it  may  be  ripened  and 
reduced  into  a  better  medicine. 

The  fait  which  remained  in  the  glafs  body,  urge 
with  a  ftrong  fire,  fuch  as  will  make  the  fand,  where¬ 
in  the  glafs  ftandeth  red  hot,  and  there  will  fub- 
lime  a  white  fait  into  the  limbeck,  in  tafte  almoft 
like  unto  fait  Armoniack,  but  in  the  midft  of  the 
glafs  body,  you  will  find  another,  which  is  yellow- 
ifli,  of  a  mineral  tafte  and  very  hot  upon  the 
tongue. 

The  fublimed  falts,  as  well  the  white  which  did 
afeend  into  the  limbeck,  as  the  yellow,  which  re¬ 
mained  in  the  glafs  body  are  good  to  be  ufed  in  the 
plague,  malignant  feavers  and  other  difeafes,  where 
fweating  is  required  ;  for  they  do  mightily  provoke 
fweating,  they  comfort  and  do  cleanfe  the  Itomach, 
and  caufe  fometimes  gentle  ftools. 

But  what  further  may  be  done  in  Phyfick  with  it, 
I  do  not  know  yet. 

In  Alchymy  it  is  alfo  of  ufe,  which  doth  notbes 
long  to  this  place.  Upon  the  remaining  fait  which 
did  not  fublime  you  may  pour  rain  water,  and  dif¬ 
folve  it  there  in  the  glafs  body,  (if  it  be  whole 
ftillj  elfe  if  it  be  broken,  you  may  take  out  the  fait 
dry,  and  diffolve  and  filtre  and  coagulate  it  again, 
and  there  will  be  feparUted  a  great  deal  of  faeces. 
This  purified  fait,  which  will  look  yellowilh,  melt 
in  a  covered  crucible,  and  it  will  turn  quite  blood 
red,  and  as  hot  as  fire  upon  the’ tongue,  which  with 
frelh  water  you  muft  diffolve  again,  and  then  filtre 
and  coagulate ;  by  which  operation  it  will  be  made 
pure  and  clear,  and  the  folution  is  quite  green  be¬ 
fore  it  be  coagulated,  and  as  fiery  as  the  red  fait 
was  before  its'  diffolution. 

This  grafs  green  folution  being  coagulated  again 
into  a  red  fiery  fait,  may  be  melted  again  in  a  clean 
and  ftrong  crucible,  and  it  will  be  much  more  red 
and  fiery. 

N.  B.  And  it  is  to  be  admired  that  in  the  melt¬ 
ing  of  it  many  fire  fparks  do  fly  from  it,  which 
do  not  kindle  or  take  fire,  as  other  fparks  of  coals 
or  wood  ufe  to  do.  This  well  purified  red  fait  be¬ 
ing  laid  in  a  cold  and  moift  place,  will  diffolve 
into  a  blood  red  oyl,  which  in  digeftion  diffolveth 
gold  and  leaveth  the  filver :  this  folution  may  be 
coagulated,  and  kept  for  ufe  in  Alchimy. 

There  may  alfo  a  pretious  Tin<fture  be  extraeft- 
ed  out  of  it  with  alcolized  fpirit  of  wine,  which 
Tindure  guildeth  filver,  but  not  firmly. 

And  as  for  ufe  in  Phyfick ,  it  ought  to  be  kept 
as  a  great  Treafure.  But  if  the  red  fiery  fait  be 
extraded  with  fpirit  of  wine  before  gold  be  diffolv- 
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ed  therewith,  it  will  yield  likewife  a  fair  red  Tin- 
d;ure  but  not  fo  effedual  in  Phyfick  as  that  unto 
which  gold  is  joyned.  And  this  Tincture  can  al- 
fo  further  be  ufed  in  Alchymy,  which  belongeth 
not  hither,  becaufe  we  only  fpeak  of  medicaments. 

Of  thenfe  of  the  Medicine  or  TinBttremade  of  Gunpowder. 

THis  Tindure  whether  with  or  without  gold , 
made  out  of  the  red  fait,  is  one  of  the  chicfeft 
that  I  know  to  make,  if  you  go  but  rightly  to  work, 
and  prepare  it  well »  for  it  purifieth  and  cleanf- 
eth  the  blood  mightily,  and  proyoketh  alf)  pow¬ 
erfully  fweat  and  urine  j  lb  that  it  may  fafely  and 
with  great  benefit  be  ufed  in  the  Plague,  Feavers , 
Epilepfy  Scurvy,  in  MelanchoUa  Bypochondrtaca 
in  the  Gout,  Stone,  and  the  feve«pl  kinds  of  them  • 
as  alfo  in  all  obftruftions  of  the  Spleen  and  Liver, 
and  in  all  difeafes  of  the  Lungs,  and  it  is  to  be 
admire  that  of  fuch  a  hurtful  thing  fuch  a  good 
medicine  can  be  prepared.  Therefore  it  would 
be  much  better  to  prepare  good  medicaments  of  it, 
to  rcftore  the  poor  difeafed  to  health  therewith, 
than  to  deftroy  with  it  thofe  that  are  whole  and 

found.  ,  .  j 

I  know  a  Chymift,  that  fpent  much  time  and 

coft  to  fearch  this  poyfonous  dragon,  thinking  to 
make  the  univerfal  medicine  orftone  of  the  ancient 
Philofophers  out  of  it.  Efpecially  becaufe  he  faw, 
that  fo  many  ftrange  changes  of  colours  appeared, 
whereof  mention  is  made  by  the  Philofophers  when 
they  diferibe  their  medicine  and  the  preparation 

thereof.  .  .  ^  . 

The  Dragons  blood.  Virgins  milk,  Green  and  Red 
Lyon,  Black  blacker  than  Black,  White  whiter  than 
White  and  the  like,  more  needlefs  here  to  relate , 
which  eafily  may  perfwade  a  credulous  man  as  it 
hapned  alfo  unto  him.  But  afterward  he  found , 
that  this  fubjed  in  which  he  put  fo  much  confi¬ 
dence,  was  leprous  and  not  pure  enough,  and  that 
it  is  impollible  to  make  that  tingent  ftone  of  it, 
for  to  exalt  men  and  metals,  and  fo  was  glad  to 
be  contented  with  a  good  particular  medicine  and 
to  commit  the  reft  unto  God. 

And  fo  much  of  that  poyfonous  dragon,  gunpow¬ 
der  :  but  that  there  is  another  and  more  purer  dra¬ 
gon,  whereof  the  Philofophers  fo  often  made  men¬ 
tion,  I  do  not  deny  •,  for  nature  is  mighty  rich,  and 
could  reveal  to  us  many  arcana  By.  Gods  permilTion : 
But  becaufe  we  look  only  for  great  honor  and  riches, 
and  negleft^the  poor ,  there  is  good  reafon  why 
fuch  things  remain  hidden  from  wicked  and  ungod¬ 
ly  men. 

To  wake  fpirits  and  flores  of  Nitre  and  Coals, 

IF  you  diftill  Nitre  (well  purified  from  its  fuper- 
fluous  fait)  mixed  with  good  coals,  the_  Egyp¬ 
tian  Sun  bird  doth  burn  away,  and  out  of  it  doth 
fweat  a  Angular  water,  ufeful  for  men  and  metals. 
Its  burnt  aflies  are  like  unto  calcined  Tartar,  and 
for  the  purging  of  metals  not  to  be  defpifed. 

To  makp  flores  and  fpirits  of  flints-)  cryfials  or  fund,  by 
adding  of  coals  and  fait  nitre  to  them, 

TAke  one  part  of  flints  or  fand,  and  three  parts 
of  Linden  coals,  with  fix  parts  of  good  fait 
nitre  mixed  well  together,  and  caft  of  it  in,  and 
the  combuftible  fulphur  of  the  flints  will  be  kindled 


by  the  piercing  and  vehement  fire  of  the  fait  nitre, 
and  maketh  a  feparation,  carrying  over  with  it  part 
thereof,  which  it  turneth  into  fpirits  and  flores, 
which  muft  be  feparated  by  filtring.  The  fpirit  tafts 
eth  as  if  it  had  been  made  of  fait  of  Tartar  and 
flints,  and  is  of  the  fame  nature  and  condition  •,  arid 
the  remaining  Caput  Mortuum  alfo  yieldeth  fuch  an 
oyl  or  liquor  in  all  like  unto  that,  and  therefore  its 
condition  is  not  deferibed  here,  but  you  may  find  it 
where  I  fliall  treat  of  the  fpirit  made  of  fait  of 
tartar  by  adding  of  flints. 

To  make  a  fpirit  and  oyl  out  of  Talck  with  fait  nitre. 

TAke  one  part  of  Talck  made  into  fine  powder, 
and  three  parts  of  Linden-coals,  mixe  them 
with  five  or  fix  parts  of  good  fait  nitre,  caft  in  of 
that  mixture  one  fpoonful  after  another,  and  there 
will  come  over  a  fpirit  and  a  few  flores,  which  muft 
be  feparated  as  hath  been  taught  above  concerning 
flints. 

The  fpirit  is  not  unlike  unto  the  fpirit  of  fand : 
the  Caput  Mortuum )  which  looks  greyifli ,  muft 
be  well  calcined  in  a  crucible ,  fo  that  it  melt, 
and  then  pour  it  out,  and  it  will  yield  a  white 
tranfparent  Mafs,  like  as  flints  and  cryftals  do  , 
which  in  a  cold  moift  cellar  will  turn  to  a  thick 
liquor ,  fatter  in  the  handling  than  the  oyl  of 
fand.  It  is  fomething  lharp  like  unto  oyl  of  Tar¬ 
tar;  it  cleanfeth  the  Skin,  Hair  and  Nails,  and 
makes  them  white  ;  the  fpirit  may  be  ufed  inward¬ 
ly  for  to  provoke -fweat  and  urine :  externally  ufed, 
it  cleanfeth  wounds,  and  healeth  all  manner  of  fcabs 
in  the  body  out  of  hand.  What  further  may  be 
done  with  it,  I  do  not  know  yet ;  But  how  to  bring 
Talck,  pebles,  and  the  like  ftony.  things  to  that 
pafs,  that  they  may  be  diflblved  with  fpirit  of  wine 
and  reduced  into  good  medicaments  fliall  be  taught 
in  the  fourth  part. 

To  make  a  fpirit.)  flares^  and  oyl  out  of  Tin^ 

IF  you  mix  two  parts  of  the  filings  of  Tin,  with 
one  part  of  good  fait  nitre,  and  caft  it  in,  as 
you  were  taught  to  do  with  other  things,  then  the 
fulphur  of  Tin  will  kindle  the  fait  nitre,  and  make 
a  flame,  as  if  it  were  done  with  common  fulphur , 
whereby  a  feparation  is  made,  fo  that  one  part  of 
the  Tin  cometh  over  in  flores  and  fpirit,  and  the 
reft  ftayeth  behind,  which  if  it  be_  taken  out,  forae 
of  it  in  a  moift  place  will  turn  into  a  liquor  or 
oyl,  which  externally  may  be  ufed  with  good  fuccels 
in  all  ulcers  for  to  cleanfe  them.  It  hath  alfo  the  ver- 
eue,  if  it  be  pertinently  applyed  to  graduate  and 
exalt  wonderfully  all  the  colours  o^  vegetables  and 
animals,  which  would  be  ufeful  for  dyers-  The 
fpirit  of  it  mightily  provoketh  fweating :  the  flores 
being  edulcorated  and  ufed  in  plaifters,  do  dry  ana 
heal  very  fpeedily. 

To  make  a  fpirit^  flores  and  a  Heritor  out  of  Zinckj. 

IN  like  manner  as  hath  been  taught  with  Tin , 
you  may  alfo  proceed  with  Zinck,  and  it 
will  yield  a  good  quantity  of  flores,  and  alio  a  fpi¬ 
rit  and  oyl,  almoft  of  the  fame  vertues  with  thofe 
made  of  Tin:  and  thefe  flores  correded  with  fait 
nitre ,  are  better  than  thofe  which  are  taught  to 
be  made  by  thcmfelves  in  the  fir  ft  part  or  the 

book.  ^ 
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To  make  a  flores  and  oyl  of  Laps  Calaminaris. 

Mix  two  parts  of  fait  nitre  with  one  part  of 
Ups  cdamtnaris  and  cafl;  it  in,  and  it  will  yield 
a  Oiarp  fpirit  very  ufeful  for  feparating  of  metals, 
and  there  will  come  oyer  alfo  a  few  yellow  flores. 
The  reft  remaining  behind  is  a  dark  green  Mais 
'very  fiery  upon  the  tongue,  like  fait  of  Tartar,  and 
if  it  be  dillolved  with  rain  water,  yieldetha  grafs 
green  folution  ,  which  being  not  prefently  coagu¬ 
lated  into  fait,  the  green  feparateth  it  felf  from 
the  fixed  fait  nitre,  and  there  falleth  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  a  fine  red  powder  ,  and  if  it  be  edulcorated 
and  dryed,  and  given  from  one  grain  to  ten  or 
twelve  it  caufeth  gentle  ftools  and  eafy  vomits, 
better  than  prepared  Antimony;  for  laps  calami- 
riaris  and  Zinck  are  of  the  nature  of  Gold,  as  in 
the  fourth  part  fhali  be  proved  ;  the  white  lixivmm 
'Or  lye,  from  which  the  green  is  precipitated,  may 
be  coagulated  into  white  fait ,  like  unto  fait  of 
Tartar;  but  if  you  coagulate  the  green  folution, 
before  the  green  be  feparated  from  the  fait  nitre, 
then  you  will  get  a  very  fair  green  fait,  high  in 
colour  and  much  more  fiery  than  fait  of  Tartar, 
whereby  fpecial  things  may  be  done  in  Alchymy, 
which  doth  not  belong  hither-  And  if  you  defire 
to  make  fuch  a  green  fait  for  to  ufe  it  in  Alchy- 
iTiy,  you  need  not  take  fo  much  pains,  as  firft  to 
diftil  a  fpirit  out  of  the  mixture,  but  take  three 
or  four  parts  of  good  fait  nitre,  and  mix  it  with 
one  part  of  laps  calaminaris^  and  let  this  mixture 
boyl  together  in  a  wind  furnace,  till  the  fait  nitre 
be  coloured  green  by  the  laps  calaminaris  ,  then 
pour  it  out  and  feparate  the  green  goldifh  fait 
from  it,  and  make  fuch  good  ufe  of  it  as  you  think  fit. 

But  if  you  will  extrad  a  good  Tindure  and  medi¬ 
cine,  make  .it  into  powder,  and  extrad  it  with  fpi¬ 
rit  of  wine,  and  it  will  yield  a  blood  red  Tindure, 
both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy  of  good  ufe. 

Further  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  among  all 
metals  and  minerals,  which  I  know  (except  gold 
and  filver  )  there  is  none  found,  out  of  which  can 
be  extraded  a  greennefs  which  is  of  fire-proof,  but 
only  out  of  laps  calaminaris^  which  deferves  to  be 
well  confidered  and  further  thought  upon. 

.  To  make  a  fpirit  of  fait  nitre-,  falphur  and  common  fait. 

TAke  one  part  of  fait,  two  parts  of  fulphur,  and 
four  parts  of  fait  nitre,  grind  all  together,  and 
caft  in  one  fpoonful  after  another  to  diftil ,  and 
it  will  yield  a  fharp  yellow  fpirit,  which  if  it  be  put 
among  common  water,  fo  that  the  water  be  not 
made  too  fliarp  of  it,  it  is  a  good  bath,  good  for 
many  difeafes;  efpecially  it  healeth  all  fcabs  very 
fuddenly-  The  Caput  Mortimm  md-f  alfo  be  diftol- 
ved  in  water  and  ufed  among  bathes,  and  it  is  good 
likewife,  but  the  fpirit  is  penetrating,  and  doth  op- 
perate  fuddenly  in  flirinkings  and  other  defeds  of 
the  nerves;  of  fuch  kind  of  bathes  there  fliall  be 
fpoken  more  in  the  third  part.  Alfo  the  remain¬ 
ing  fixed  yellow  fait  is  good  to  be  ufed  in  Alchy¬ 
my  •,  for  it  graduateth  filver  by  cementing. 

To  make  a  fpirit^  flores  and  oyl  out  of  fait  nitre  and 
Regulus  Martis. 

TAke  one  part  of  Regulus  Martis  ftellatus  (  made 
of  one  part  of  Iron  or  Steel,  and  three  parts  of 


Antimony,  whofe  preparation  is  deferibed  in  the 
fourth  part )  and  three  parts  of  pure  fait  nitrcj 
mix  and  grind  all  together,  and  caft  it  in  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little  to  diftil ,  and  there  will  come  over 
a  fpirit  together  with  a  white  fublimate  ,  which 
mult  be  feparated  with  water,  as  hath  been  taught 
above  with  other  flores,  and  both  the  fpirit  and  the 
flores  are  good  to  provoke  fweat-  The  remaining 
Caput  Mortuum^  (as  they  ufually  call  it )  is  not 
dead,  but  full  of  life  and  vertue,  whereby  much 
good  may  be  done  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy, 
as  followeth.  The  remaining  Mafs,  which  looks 
white,  and  is  very  lharp  and  fiery  ( if  the  Regulus 
have  been  pure,  if  not,  then  it  will  look  yellowilh) 
may  be  edulcorated  with  frelh  water,  and  it  will 
yield  a  lixivium  or  lye  in  all  things  like  unto  calcined 
Tartar,  but  lhar|per  and  purer,  and  may  be  ufed 
almoft  in  all  operations  inftead  of  fait  of  Tar¬ 
tar  C  but  firft  the  Regulus  Antimomi  muft  be  pre¬ 
cipitated  from  it  by  the  help  of  water  )  and  af¬ 
terward  it  may  be  coagulated  into  fait  and  kcpc 
for  its  ufe ;  the  edulcorated  ,  as  alfo  that  which 
was  precipitated  with  water  is  a  white  and  fine 
powder,  ufeful  in  the  plague,  feavers,  and  other, 
difeafes  to  provoke  fwearing  thereby,  and  may  ve¬ 
ry  fafely  be  ufed,  and  although  if  it  be  given  in 
a  greater  quantity  than  ufual,  it  caufes  fome  vo¬ 
mits  alfo,  yet  for  all  that  it  doth  no  hurt.  It  is 
eafily  taken  becaufe  it  hath  no  tafte.  It  is  given 
to  children  from  3,4,  to  12.  grains:  to  elder  folks 
from  9  fs.  to  3  fl.  they  work  fuccefisfuJIy  in  all  dif- 
eafes,  where  fw’eating  is  needful.  This  Antimom- 
um  Diaphoreticum ,  may  alfo  be  melted  into  glafs, 
and  fo  extraded  and  dilTolved  with  fpirit  of  fait, 
and  it  may  be  prepared  into  feveral  good  medi¬ 
caments  :  and  if  all  that  which  may  be  done  with 
it,  fhould  be  deferibed  at  large,  it  would  require 
too  much  time-  The  lixivium^  if  it  be  coagula¬ 
ted,  hath  wonderful  vertues,  fo  that  if  one  Ihould 
deferibe  them,  he  would  hardly  be  credited  by  a- 
ny  body,  becaufe  it  is  not  made  of  coftly  things ; 
and  truly  the  life  of  man  is  too  Ihort  to  find  out 
by  experience  all  that  lies  hid  in  it :  and  it  would 
be  but  a  laughing  matter  to  a  proud  fool,  if  one 
fliould  reveal  it :  therefore  it  is  better  to  keep  coun- 
fel,  than  to  fow  ftrife.  BaflUus  Valentinus  in  his 
Triumphant  Chariot  of  Antimony,  where  he  wri- 
teth  of  the  figned  ftar^  hinted  it  fufficiently,  but 
very  few  take  notice  of  it-  Paracelfus  alfo,  here 
and  there  in  his  books  under  an  unknown  name, 
makes  frequent  mention  of  it;  but  its^^rue  prepa¬ 
ration  and  ufe,  by  reafon  of  the  unthankful  was  ne¬ 
ver  deferibed  by  the  Philofophers,  which  for  in- 
ftruftion  of  Good  Honeft  Men  we  do  here  men¬ 
tion. 

Before  you  edulcorate  the  Regulus  (made  by  ful- 
mination)  you  may  extradt  of  it  a  good  medicinal 
Tindure  with  fpirit  of  wine,  and  if  you  diflblve 
it  with  fpirit  of  fait ,  there  will  fhoot  a  white  fo¬ 
liated  Talck  in  all  things  like  unto  the  Mineral 
Talck:  whereof  a  liquor  may  be  made,  which  colou- 
reth  the  skin  very  white,  but  if  this  calx  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  before  it  be  extraded  with  fpirit  of  wine  or 
diflblved  with  fpirit  of  fait  be  made  into  fine  pow¬ 
der,  and  expofed  to  the  moift  air,  it  will  diflblve 
into  a  fat  liquor,  which  though  it  be  fomething 
lharp,  yet  doth  no  hurt  to  the  skin,  if  it  be  ufed 
with  diferetion,  but  rather  cleanfeth  it  more  then 
any  other  thing,  and  fo  it  doth  likewife  to  the  hair 
and  nailes ;  but  as  foon  as  the  liquor  hath  been  ap- 
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j3lyeJ  for  that  parpofe,  it  mufl:  be  wafhed  off  again 
with  water,  leil  it  do  notonely  take  away  the  grofs 
and  unclean  skin,  but  alfo  work  upon  the  tender 
white  skin  and  do  hurt,  and  therefore  I  give  warn¬ 
ing,  that  you  life  it  difcreetly  >  for  according  to  the 
old  proverb,  yon  may  mifufe  even  that  which  elfe 
is  good  in  it  felf.  If  you  put  fome  of  it  into  warm 
Water  and  bath  your  felf  in  it,  the  grofs  skin-  will 
peal  off  all  the  body,  fo  that  you  will  alraoft'feem 
to  be  another  body.  And  this  bath  alfo  is  good  for 
many  difeafes :  for  it  openeth  the  pores  mightily, 
dnd  cleanfeth  all  the  blood  in  the  body,  by  draw¬ 
ing  many  ill  humors  out  of  it,  which  maketh  a  man 
light  and  flrong,  efpecially  if  he  be  purged  frff,  be¬ 
fore  he  ufeth  the  bath.  It  is  alfo  good  for  Melan¬ 
choly,  feurvy  and  lepfofie,  efpedally  when  the  red 
Tinfture  drawn  out  of  it  with  Spirit  of  wine,  be 
ufed  belidcs.  It  is  alfo  good  to  be  ufed  in  a  foot 
bath  for  thofe  that  are  troubled  with  corns  and  o 
ther  excrefcencies  upon  their  feet,  or  with  nailes 
that  cut  the  flelh  ^  for  it  fofteneth  them  and  makes 
them  fit  for  cutting,  and  as  tra(d;able  as  wax-  For 
there  is  nothing  known  under  the  Sun,  which  foft- 
neth  more  a  hard  skin,  hair,  nailes  and  other  excre¬ 
fcencies,  than  this  oyl.  And  this  I  did  fee  down 
therefore,  becaufe  I  know,  that  many  are  fo  tor¬ 
mented  therewith,  that  they  cannot  well  endure 
their  fhoes  upon  their  feet.  But  if  you  coagulate 
this  oyl  into  fait,  and  melt  it  in  a  crucible,  and 
powre  it  out  into  a  fiat  brafs  bafon,  that  it  flow  at 
large  and  may  be  broken,  then  you  have  the  bell 
Caufticum,  to  open  the  skin  withal  where  is  need.  If 
you  dilTolve  crude  Tartar  with  it  and  coagulate  it 
again,  you  will  get  a  fait  which  is  ufed  in  many  Chy- 
mical  operations ;  and  there  may  be  extracted  out 
of  it  a  blood  red  Tindture  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  proveth  very  effedlual  againfl  all  obltrudti- 
ons. 

Alfo  every  combuftible  fulphur  may  be  eafily  dif- 
folved  with  it,  and  ufed  among  batheSj  it  adethhis 
part  admirably.  If  any  oyl  of  fpices  beboyled  there¬ 
with,  then  the  oyl  will  dilTolve  in  it,  and  they  turn 
together  to  a  balfome,  which  doth  mingle  it  felf 
with  water,  and  is  good  to  be  taken  inwardly  for 
fome  infirmities:  but  women  with  child  mufl:  iiot 
meddle  with  it,  bccaufe  it  makes  them  mifearry. 
But  after  their  delivery,  it  is  good  to  expel  after 
burthen  and  other  reliques.  But  if  you  boyl 
itffw  Rhodii  with  this  liquor  and  rofe  water  folong 
till  the  oyl  do  incorporate  with  the  liquor  and  wa= 
ters  and  then  feparate  the  watery fubftance  from  it, 
you  will  get  a  fope  as  white  as  fnow,  which  may  be 
ufed  for  to  wafii  the  hands  with  it,  and  it  doth  fmell 
very  well.  You  may  alfo  walh  the  head  with  it ; 
for  it  ftrengtheneth  the  brain  and  cleanfeth  the 
head  and  hair.  This  fope  may  be  diftilled,  and  it 
will  yield  a  penetrating  oyl,  very  good  for  the  fi- 
news  and  nerves. 

Now  as  this  liquor  of  Regulus  Antimonii  foftneth 
the  skin,  nailes,  hair,  feathers,  horns,  and  the  like, 
and  diffolveth  them  more  than  any  thing  in  the 
world :  In  the  like  manner  alfo  it  hath  power  to 
dilTolve  not  only  metals,  but  alfo  the  hardefl:  ftones, 
but  not  in  that  manner  which  is  done  by  boyling, 
as  was  mentioned  of  fulphur,  but  after  another  way, 
which  is  not  proper  for  this  place.  It  fufficeth  that 
1  hinted  it.  The  fiery  fixed  fait  nitre  may  be  dif- 
folved  with  fpirit  of  fait  or  vinegar,  and  fublimed 
into  a  Terra  foliata.  What  further  can  be  effected 
with  it,  doth  not  belong  tq  this  place,  and  per¬ 
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chance  fome  where  elfe  more  lhall  be  fpoken  of  it. 

To  difiila  Butyrum  out  of  Antimony alt  and  vitriol  lih 
unto  t hat ^  which  is  made  cut  of  Antimony  and 
ciiry  jublimate. 

'“T^Ake  one  part  of  crude  Antimony,  two  parts  of 
A  common  fait,  and  four  parts  of  vitriol  calci¬ 
ne  white,  beat  all  to  powder  and  mix  them  well, ' 
ana  lo  calt  it  m  as  you  were  taught  to  do  with  o- 
er  materials,  and  there  will  come  over  a  thick 
oyl  ot  Antimony  like  butter,  which  may  be  redi- 
fied  like  any  other  oyl,  that  is  made  after  the  com¬ 
mon  way  vyith  Mercury  fubliraate,  and  is  alfo  the 
fame  with  it  in  ufe,  which  life  you  may  fee  in  the 
tirlt  part :  the  fame  alfo  may  be  made  better  and 
in  a  greater  quantity  in  the  furnace  deferibed  in  the 
hr  t  part,  and  alfo  with  lefs  coals  and  time  by  the 
help  of  the  open  fire,  becaufe  it  endureth  greater 
heat  than  in  the  fecond  furnace- 

To  difiil  Butyrum  of  Arfenicle  and  Orpiment, 

A  Fter  the  fame  manner  as  was  taught  with 
A  Antimony,  there  may  alfo  out  of  Arfenick 
and  Auripigment  together  with  fait  and  vitriol  a 
thick  Oyl  be  diftilled,  which  not  only  outwardly  but 
alfo  inwardly  is  fafe  to  be  ufed,  and  may  be  fo 
corrected,  that  it  lhall  be  nothing  at  all  inferior  in 
vertue  unto  the  butyrum  Antimomi^  but  rather  go 
beyond  it ;  which  perchance  will  feem  irapoffible  to 
many.  But  he  that  knows  the  nature  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  minerals,  will  not  be  aftonifiiedat  my  words, 
but  they  will  be  to  him  as  a  light  in  a  dark  place. 

T 0  make  a  rare  fpirit  of  vitriol. 


IF  common  vitriol  be  dilTolved  in  water,  and 
you  boyle  granulated  ^inck  in  it,  all  the  metal 
and  fulphur  contained  in  the  vitriol  will  precipitate 
on  the  Zinck,  and  the  folution  will  turn  white 
the  precipitated  matter  is  nothing  elfe,  but  iron’ 
copper,  and  fulphur,  which  the  fait  of  vitriol  did 
contain,  and  now  is  drawn  from  it  by  the  Zinck. 
The  reafon  why  the  metal  precipitateth  out  of  the 
fait  upon  the  Zinck,  belongeth  to  the  fourth  parr, 
where  you  will  find  it  fufficiently  explained ;  The 
white  folution,  from  which  the  metallical  matter 
is  feparated,  rauft  be  coagulated  to  the  drynefs  of 
fait,  and  fo  by  it  felf  a  fpirit  diftilled  of  it,  which 
rifeth  eafily,  and  is  in  tafte  and  vertue  not  unlike 
unto  common  oyl  of  vitriol,  but  only  that  this  is 
a  little  purer  than  the  common- 
Here  perchance  many  may  objefl :  you  take  the 
green  from  the  vitriol,  which  Paracelfus  doth  not 
teach  ,  but  bids  us  to  keep  it.  To  which  I  an- 
fwer,  that  I  do  not  teach  here  to  make  the  fweet 
red  oyl  of  vitriol,  whereof  Paracelfus  hath  written, 
but  the  white  acid  oyl ;  which  is  as  good ,  or  ra¬ 
ther  much  better  than  the  common,  which  is  made 
of  the  common  impure  vitriol.  To  what  purpofe 
is  it,  that  you  take  green  vitriol  to  diftil,  whereas 
the  green  doth  not  come  over,  and  although  that 
green  fliould  come  over,  why  fhould  that  oyl  be 
better  than  the  white  for  the  green  in  the  corns 
mon  vitriol  is  nothing  elfe  but  copper  and  iron, 
which  the  fait  water  running  through  the  palfages 
of  Metals  did  dilfolve  and  take  into  it  felf,  and 
as  foon  as  fuch  a  green  vitriol  feeleth  the  fire,  the 
green  turneth  into  red,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
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3  calcined  iron  or  copper?  which  in  the  reduci^ 
by  a  ftrong  fire  and  by  melting  is  made  manifeft- 
Paracelfns  hath  not  taught  us  ?  that  we  mould 
diive  over  the  green  by  the  force  of  the  fire  into 
g  red  and  fweet  oyl,  but  he  hath  fliewed  us  an  other 
way,  which  is  found  out  by  few  men,  whereof  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Iccond  part  already  hath  been 

made  mention*  , 

This  fpirit  or  acid  oyl  diftilled  out  of  the  pu¬ 
rified  vitriol,  is  of  a  pleafant  fowrenefs,  and  fery- 
eth  for  .all  thofe  ufes,  which  above  by  the  vitriol 
were  defcribed.  And  this  procefs  is  fee  down  , 
onely  for  that  end,  that  we  may  fee,  that  when  the 
vitriol  is  purifyed,  that  then  it  is  eafier  diftilled,  and 
yieldeth  a  more  pleafant  fpirit,  than  if  it  be  yet 
crude  and  impure. 

And  that  fuch  a  purifying  of  the  vitriol  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  a  precipitating  of  the  metal,  which 
the  water  (  as  before  faid )  running  through  the 
Veins  thereof  hath  alTumed,  is  thus  to  be  proved  ; 
dillolve  any  metal  in  its  appropriate  Menftruum, 
whether  it  be  done  with  diftilled  acid  fpirits  or 
lliarp  falts,  adding  common  water  to  them,  or  elfe 
dry  by  the  fire  in  a  crucible ,  according  as  you 
pleafe  ,  and  then  put  into  that  folution  another 
metal,  fuch  as  the  dilTolvent  doth  fooner  feize  on, 
then  upon  that  which  it  hath  allumed  ,  and  then 
you  will  find,  that  the  diflblvent  doth  let  fall  the 
aflumed  metal  or  mineral,  and  falls  upon  the  o- 
ther,  which  it  doth  fooner  feize  on,  and  diflol- 
veth  it  as  being  more  friendly  to  it  j  of  which 
precipitation  in  the  fourth  Part  fhall  be  fpoken  more 
at  large. 

This  one  thing  more  is  worthy  your  obfetvation, 
that  among  all  metals  there  is  none  more  foluble 
than  Zinck,  and  therefore  that  all  the  other  (  as 
well  in  the  dry  as  in  the  wet  way)  may  be  preci¬ 
pitated  thereby  and  reduced  into  light  calxes,^  in 
fo  much  that  the  calx  of  gold  or  filver  precipita¬ 
ted  in  this  manner  ( if  fo  be  you  proceed  well ) 
retaineth  its  fplendor  or  glofs ,  and  is  like  a  fine 
powder  wherewith  you  may  write  out  of  a  pen. 

To  make  a  fubtle  fpirit  and  pleafant  oyl  of  Zinef^ 

BEcaufe  I  made  mention  here  of  Zinck,  1  thought 
good  not  to  omit,  that  there  may  be  made  a 
penetrating  fpirit  and  wholefome  oyl  out  of  it  by 
the  help  of  vinegar,  which  is  thus  to  be  done. 
Take  of  the  flores  (which  were  taught  to  be  made 
in  the  firft  part )  one  part,  put  them  into  a  glafs 
(  fit  for  digeftion  )  and  pour  upon  them  8,  or  lo. 
parts  of  good  flrarp  vinegar  made  of  honey  ;  or  in 
w^ant  thereof  take  wine  vinegar  ,  and  fet  the  glafs 
with  the  flores  and  vinegar  in  a  warm  place  to 
diflblve  ,  and  the  folution  being  performed, 
pour  off  the  clear,  which  will  look  yellow  and  af¬ 
ter  you  have  filtred  it  abftraff  the  phlegm ,  and 
there  will  remain  a  red  liquor  or  balfome,  to  which 
you  muft  add  pure  fand,  well  calcined,  and  diftill 
it ,  and  firft  there  will  come  over  an  unfavory 
phlegme,  afterward  a  fubtle  fpirit,  and  at  laft  a 
a  yellow  and  red  oyl  which  are  to  be  kept  by  thera- 
felves  feparated  from  the  fpirit,  as  a  treafure  for 
to  heal  ail  wounds  very  fpeedily-  The  fpirit  is  not 
inferior  unto  the  oyl,  not  only  for  inward  ufe  to  pro¬ 
voke  fweat  thereby,butalfo  externally  for  the  quench¬ 
ing  of  all  inflamations,  and  doubtlefs  this  fpirit  and 
oyl  is  good  for  more  difeafes,  but  becaufe  its  fur¬ 


ther  ufe  is  not  known  to  me  yet,  I  will  not  write 
of  it,  but  leave  the  further  tryal  to  others* 

To  difiill  a  fpirit  and  oyl  out  of  Lead. 

IN  the  fame  manner  as  was  taught  of  Zinck, 
there  may  be  out  of  lead  alfo  diftilled  a  fub¬ 
tle  fpirit  and  a  fweet  oyl ,  and  it  is  done  thus : 
Pour  ftrong  vinegar  upon  Mhnum ,  or  any  other 
calx  of  lead,  which  is  made  per  /e,  and  not  with 
fulphur,  let  it  digeft  and  diftblve  in  fand  or  warm 
aflies,  fo  long  till  the  vinegar  be  coloured  yellow 
by  the  lead,  and  turned  quite  fweet.  Then  pour 
off  the  clear  folution,  and  pour  on  other  vinegar, 
and  let  this' likewife  diflblve,  and  this  repeat  fo  of» 
ten,  till  the  vinegar  will  diflblve  no  more,  nor  grow 
fweet  i  then  take  |j|l  thefe  folutions,  and  evaporate 
all  the  moifture,  and  there  will  remain  a  thick  fweet 
yellow  liquor,  like  unto  honey,,  if  the  vinegar  was 
not  diftilled,  but  if  it  was  diftilled  and  made  clear, 
then  no  liquor  remaineth,  but  only  a  white  fweet 
fait.  This  liquor  or  fait  may  be  diftilled  after  the 
fame  manner  as  was  taught  with  the  Zinck,  and 
there  will  come  over  not  only  a  penetrating  fubtle 
fpirit,  but  alfo  a  yellow  oyl ,  which  will  not  be 
much,  but  very  effectual,  in  all  the  fame  ufes,  as 
of  the  fpirit,  and  oyl  of  the  Zinck  was  taught. 

N.  B.  This  is  to  be  obferved,  that  for  to  make 
this  fpirit  and  oyl,  you  need  no  diftilled  fpirit,  but 
that  it  may  be  done  as  well  with  undiftilled  vine- 
par,  and  the  undiftilled  yields  more  fpirit  than  the  di¬ 
ftilled.  But  ifyou  look  for  a  white  and  clear  fait,  then 
the  vineger  muft  be  diftilled,  elfe  it  doth  not  flioot  into 
cryftals,  but  remaineth  a  yellow  liquor  like  unto  honey, 
and  it  is  alfo  needlefs  to  make  the  folution  in  glafles , 
and  by  digeftion  continued  for  a  long  time,  but  it  may 
as  well  be  done  in  a  glazed  pot,  wz..  pouring  the 
vinegar  upon  the  Mineum  in  the  pot,  and  boyling 
it  on  a  coal  fire  •,  for  you  need  not  fear  that  any  thing 
of  the  vinegar  will  evaporate,  in  regard  that  the 
lead  keeps  all  the  fpirits,  and  lets  only  go  an  un¬ 
favory  phlegm.  You  muft  alfo  continually  ftir  the 
lead  about  with  a  wooden  fpatulla,  elfe  it  would 
turn  to  a  hard  ftone,  and  would  not  diflblve :  the 
fame  muft  be  done  alfo  when  the  folution  is  done 
in  glaffes ;  and  the  folution  after  this  way  may  be 
done  in  three  or  four  hours:  and  when  both  kind 
of  folutions  are  done,  there  will  be  no  difference 
betwixt  them,  and  I  think  it  providently  done  not 
to  fpend  a  whole  day  about  that  which  may  be  done 
in  an  hour. 

And  if  you  will  have  this  fpirit  and  oyl  better 
and  more  effedual,  you  may  mix  ^  i*  of  crude  Tar¬ 
tar  made  into  powder  with  lb  j.  of  diflblved  and 
purified  lead,  and  fo  diftil  it  after  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  you  do  diftil  it  by  it  felf,  and  you  will  get 
a  much  fubtler  fpirit  and  a  better  oyl  than  if  it  were 
made  alone  by  it  felf. 

To  difiil  a  fhbtile  fpirit  and  oyl  out  of  crude  Tartar. 

Any  think  it  to  be  but  a  fmall  matter  to  make 
the  fpirit  of  Tartar-,  for  they  fuppofe,  that  if 
they  do  but  only  put  Tartar  into  a  retort,  and  ap¬ 
ply  a  receiver,  and  by  a  ftrong  fire  force  over  a  wa¬ 
ter,  they  have  obtained  their  defire :  and  they  do  not 
obferve,  that  in  ftead  of  a  pleafant  fubtle  fpirit, 
they  get  but  a  ftinking  vinegar  or  phlegm  ;  the 
pleafant  fpirit  being  gone.  Which  fome  careful  o- 
perators  perceiving,  they  caufed  great  receivers  to 
be  made,  fuppofing  by  that  means  to  get  the  fpirit. 

Now 
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i  Now  when  they  after  the  diftillation  was  donej 
weighed  their  fpirits  together  with  the  remainder, 
they  found,  that  they  hadfufFered  great  lofs,  where¬ 
fore  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  an  impoffible  thing,  to 
!  get  all  the  fpiiits,  and  to  lofe  none,  and  indeed  it 
is  hardly  pollible  to  be  done  otherwife  by  a  retort : 

;  for  although  you  apply  a  great  receiver  to  a  ftnall 
retort,  and  that  there  be  alfo  but  a  little  Tartar  in 
it,  and  the  joynts  being  well  luted,  fo  that  nothing 
can  pafs  through,  and  though  you  make  alfo  the 
fire  never  fo  gentle,  hoping  to  get  the  fpiritby  that 
way,  yet  for  all  that  you  cannot  avoid  danger  and 
lofs.  For  at  laft  the  retort  beginning  to  be  red 
hot,  and  the  black  oyl  going,  then  and  but  then 
the  fubllell  fpirits  will  come  forth,  which  either 
fteal  through  the  joynts,  or  elfe  do  break  the  re- 
I  tort  or  receiver,  becaufe  they  come  in  abundance 
and  with  great  force,  and  do  dSt  fettle  eadly  : 

;  wherefore  I  will  fet  down  my  way  of  making  this 
molt  profitable,  and  excellent  fpirit. 

Ti^e  p-cparatlon  and  ufe  cf  the  fpirit  of  Tartar. 

TAke  good  and  pure  crude  Tartar,  whether^  it 
be  red  or  white,  it  matters  not,  make  it  in¬ 
to  fine  powder,  and  when  the  diftilling  veflel  is  red 
hot,  then  caft  in  with  a  ladle  half  an  ounce  and  no 
more  at  once,  and  fo  foon  as  the  fpirits  are  gone 
fortfi  and  fetled,  call  in  another  ^  fs.  and  this  con¬ 
tinue,  till  you  have  fpirit  enough,  then  take  out 
i  the  remainder,  which  will  look  black,  _and  calcine 
i  it  well  in  a  crucible,  and  put  it  in  a  glafs  retort,  and 
pour  the  fpirit  that  came  ,  over  together  with  the 
black  oyl,  upon  it,  drive  it  in  fand  at  firft  gently, 
and  the  fubtleft  fpirits  will  come  over,  and  after 
them  phlegme,  at  laft  a  fowre  vinegar  toge- 
!  ther  with  the  oyl,  whereof  you  mull:  get  each  by 
it  felf.  But  if  you  defire  to  have  the  fubtle  fpi¬ 
rit  which  came  over  firft,  more  penetrating  yet, 
then  you  muft  take  the  Caput  Mortuum  that  ftaid 
in  the  retort,  and  make  it  red  hot  in  a  crucible, 
ii  and  abftraft  the  fpirit  once  more  from  it,  and  the 
calcined  Tartar  will  keep  the  remaining  moiftnefs 
or  phlegm,  and  only  the  fubtleft  fpirit  will  come  o- 
ver,  which  is  of  a  moft  penetrating  quality,  where¬ 
of  from  half  a  dram  to  an  ounce  taken  in  wine  or 
any  other  liquor  provoketh  a  quick  and  ftrong 
fweat,  and  it  is  a  powerful  medicine  in  all  obftru- 
ftions,  and  moft  approved  and  often  tryed  in  the 
■  plague,  malignant  feavers,  feurvy,  MelancoUa  Hy- 
pnchondriacay  collick,  contradure,  epilepfy  and  the 
like  difeafes.  And  not  only  thefe  mentioned  dif- 
eafes,  but  alfo  many  others  more,  which  proceed 
from  corrupt  blood  under  God  may  fuccefsfully  be 
cured  with  it. 

-  The  phlegm  is  to  be  caft  away,  as  unprofitable : 

I  the  vinegar  cleanfeth  wounds :  the  oyl  allayeth  fwel-  < 
ling  and  pains,  and  doth  cure  fcabs,  and  difperfeth 
knobs  that  are  rifen  upon  the  skin,  as  alfo  other 
I  ■  excrefcencies  of  the  fame,  if  it  be  ufed  timely,  and 
i  the  ufe  thereof  be  continued. 

:  '  N.  B.  If  the  black  ftinking  oyl  be  redified  from 

the  calcined  Caput  Mortuum.^  it  will  be  clear  and 
fubtle,  and  it  will  not  only  aflwage  very  fpeedily 
all  pains  of  the  gout,  but  alfo  dilTolve  and  expel  the 
j  conglobated  gravel  in  the  reines,  applyed  as  a  plai- 
fter  or  unguent.  In  like  manner  it  will  dilTolve  and 
extrad  the  coagulated  Tartar  in  the  hands,  knees 
and  feet,  fo  that  the  place  affeded  will  be  freed 
and  made  whole  thereby ;  becaufe  in  fuch  a  defpi* 


cable  oyl  there  lyes  hid  a  volatile  fait  which  is  of 
great  vertne.  But  if  .you  defire  experimentally  to 
know  whether  it  be  fo,  then  pour  upon  this  black 
ftinking  oyl  an  acid  fpirit,  as  the  fpirit  of  com¬ 
mon  fait,  or  of  vitriol  or  fait  nitre,  or  onlydiltill- 
ed  vinegar,  and  the  oyl  will  grov/  warm  and  make 
a  noyfe  and  rife,  as  if  uiqua  fortis  had  been  pow., 
red  upon  fait  of  I'artar,  and  the  acid  fpirit  will, 
be  mortified  thereby,  and  turn  to  fait-  And  this 
well  puriSed  oyl  doth  difibive  and  extrad  the  Tar¬ 
tar  out  of  Che  joynts  ( unlefs  it  be  grown  to  a  hard ' 
ftony  fubftance )  even  as  lope  fcowres  the  uncleatl- 
nefs  out  of  cloths,  or  to  compare  it  better,  even  as 
like  receiveth  its  like,  and  is  eafily  mixed  with  it, 
and  doth  love  it ;  but  on  the  contrary,  nothing  will 
mix  it  felf  with  that  wherewith  it  hath  no  affinity 
at  all.  As  if  you  would  take  pitch  out  of  cloth  by 
wafliing  it  with  water,  which  never  will  be  done  by 
reafon  of  the  contrary  nature ;  for  common  water 
hath  no  affinity  with  pitch  or  other  fat  things,  nor 
wfill  it  ever  be  taken  out  therewith  without  a  media¬ 
tor,  partaking  of  both  natures,  'viz..  of  the  nature 
of  pitch  and  that  of  the  water,  and  fuch  are  ful- 
phureous  falts,  and  nitrous  falcs,  whether  they  be 
fixed  or  volatile.  As  you  may  fee  at  the  foap  boy- 
lers,  who  incorporate  common  water  by  the^  help 
of  fulpbureous  falts  with  fat  things,  as  tallow  and 
oyl.  But  if  you  take  warm  oyl  or  any  thin  fat  fub¬ 
ftance,  and  put  it  upon  the  pitch  orrozin,  then  the 
oyl  eafily  accepteth  of  and  lays  hold  on  its  like,  and 
fo  the  pitch  is  diflblved  and  got  out  of  the  cloth, 
and  the  remaining  fatnefs  of  the  oyl  may  be  fetcht 
out  of  the  cloth  with  lye  or  fope  and  common  water, 
and  fo  the  cloth  recovereth  its  former  beauty  and 
purenefs.  And  as  it  falleth  out  with  fulpbureous 
things,  fo  it  doth  likewife  with  Mercurial.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  if  you  would  take  the  fait  out<of  powdered 
flelh  or  pickled  fifh  with  a  lixivium  it  would  not  fuc- 
ceed,  becaufe  that  the  nitrous  and  acid  falts  are  of 
contrary  natures. 

But  if  upon  the  powdered  flefh  or  pickled  fiih  you 
pour  on  water  wherein  fome  of  the  fame  fair 
(wherewithal)  the  flelh  was  powdered)  is  diflblved, 
that  fait  water  will  extrabl  the  fait  out  of  theflefli, 
as  being  its  like,  much  more  than  common  fweet 
water,  wherein  there  is  no  fait. 

In  this  manner  the  hardeft  things  alfo,  as  ftones 
and  metals,  may  be  joyned  or  united  with  water, 
whereof  more  in  my  other  books  are  extant ;  it  is 
needlefs  here  therefore  to  relate.  I  gave  a  hint  of 
it,  only  for  to  Ihew,  that  always  like  with  like  muft 
be 'extrafted.  True  it  is '  that  one  Contrary  can 
mortifie  another,  and  take  the  corrofivenefs  from  it, 
whereby  the  pains  for  atime  areaflwaged,  but  whe¬ 
ther  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  it  felf  be  eradicated 
thereby,  is  a  queftion. 

Here  may  be  objected,  that  I  make  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  fulpbureous  and  Mercurial  falts,  whereas 
neither  Mercury  nor  fiilphur  apparently  is  to  be 
feen  in  either.  It  is  true,  he  that  doth  not  undet- 
ftand  nor  know  the  nature  of  falts,  is  not  able  to 
apprehend  it.  And  I  have  not  time  now  to  de- 
monftrate  it,  but  the  fame  is  ftievved  at  large  mmy 
book  de  Natura  faliuin^  that  fome  of  them  are  lul- 
phureous,  and  fome  Mercurial:  but  he  that  looks 
fora  further  direftion  yet,  let  him  read  my  booK 
de  Sympathia  ^  Antipathia  rerum.^  wherein  he  lhall 
find  it  demonftrated  that  from  the  Creation  of  the 
World  to  the  time  prefent,  there  were  always  mo 

contrary'  natures  fighting  one  againft  the  other, 
^  L  which 
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which  fight  will  continue  fo  long  till  the  Mediator 
betwixt  God  and  Man»  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  lhall 
put  an  end  unto  this  ftrife,  when  he  lhall  come  to 
feparate  the  good  from  the  bad,  by  whofe  light¬ 
ning  and  fire  flame  the  proud  and  hurtful  fuperflu- 
ous  fulphur  lhall  be  kindled  and  confumed  :  the  pure 
Mercurial  being  left  in  the  center. 

Hoxv  to  make  fretioHS  fpirits  and  oyls  out  of  Tartar 
joined  with  minerals  and  metals. 

TAke  any  metal  or  mineral,  diflblve  it  in  a  fit 
menltruum,  mix  it  with  a  due  proportion  of 
crude  Tartar,  fo  that  the  crude  Tartar  being  made 
into  powder  together  with  the  folution  make  up  a 
pap  a  it  were  i  then  at  once  call  in  on'e  fpoonful 
of  it,  and  diftil  it  into  a  fpirit  and  oyl»  which  after 
the  diftillation  mull  be  feparated  by  redification, 
for  to  keep  each  by  its  felf  for  its  proper  ufe. 

The  life  of  the  metalliz.ed  fpirit  and  oyl  of  Tartar 

THis  Tartarized  fpirit  of  metals  is  of  fuch  a 
condition,  that  it  readily  performeth  its  ope¬ 
ration  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fpirit,  and 
the  nature  of  the  metal  or  mineral,  whereof  it  is 
made.  For  the  fpirit  and  oyl  of  Gold  and  Tar¬ 
tar  is  good  for  to  corroborate  the  heart,  and  to 
keep  out  its  enemies :  the  fpirit  of  filver  and  tar¬ 
tar  doth  ferve  for  the  brain  ;  that  of  Mercury  and 
Tartar,  for  the  liver:  of  lead  and  tin  for  the 
fpleen  and  lungs :  of  iron  and  copper  for  the  reins 
and  feminary  vell'els :  that  of  Antimony  and  Tar¬ 
tar  for  all  accidents  and  infirmities  of  the  whole 
body  •,  and  thefe  metallical  fpirits  made  with  Tar¬ 
tar  ,  provoke  fweat  exceedingly  ,  whereby  many 
malignities  are  expelled  out  of  the  body.  Like- 
wife  alfo  the  oyl  hath  its  operation,  though  this 
of  feveral  metals,  as  of  Mercury  and  Copper,  is 
not  well  to  be  ufed  inwardly ,  becaufe  it  caufeth 
falivacions  and  ftrong  vomits.  But  externally  they 
are  very  good  for  to  cleanfe  all  putrid  ulcers,  and 
to  lay  a  good  and  firm  ground  for  healing  them. 

The  remainder,  whereof  the  fpirit  and  oyl  isdi- 
ftilled,  you  may  take  out,  and  reduce  it  in  a  cruci¬ 
ble  into  a  metal,  fo  that  what  is  not  come  over,  may 
not  be  loft,  but  made  to  ferve  again. 

And  as  you  were  taught  to  diftil  fpirits  and  oyls 
out  of  difldlved  metals  and  crude  Tartar  ;  fo  you 
may  get  them  likewife  out  of  common  vitriol  and 
Tartar ,  viz.,  thus,  take  one  part  of  Tartar  made 
into  powder,  two  parts  of  good  pure  vitriol,  mix 
them  well  together,  and  diftil  a  fpirit  of  them, 
which  though  it  be  unpleafant  to  take,  for  all  that 
in  all  obftrudionsand  corruption  of  blood  whatfoever 
it  is  not  to  be  defpifed,  but  very  fuccefsfully  perform¬ 
eth  its  operation  3  efpecially  when  it  is  rectified  from 
its  Caput  Mortnum.,  and  fo  freed  from  its  phlegm  ; 
and  its  beft  vertue,  which  confifteth  in  the  vola¬ 
tility,  be  not  loft  in  the  diftilling. 

N.  B.  But  if  you  will  have  this  fpirit  more  ef- 
fe<ftual,  then  you  may  join  Tartar  and  vitriol  by 
boyling  them  together  in  common  water,  and  cry- 
ftailizing ;  and  then  call  it  in,  and  diftil  it ,  and 
there  will  come  over  a  much  purer  and  more  pe¬ 
netrating  fpirit  3  becaufe  that  in  the  folution  and 
coagulation  of  both,  many  fsces  were  feparated  : 
but  if  to  one  part  of  vitriol  you  take  two  parts 
of  Tartar,  and  dilTolve  it  together,  and  fo  filter 
and  coagulate  it,  then  the  Tartar  with  the  vitriol 


vyill  Ihoot  no  more,  but  there  remaineth  a  thick 
liquor  like  unto  honey  ,  out  of  which  with  fpirit 
of  wine  there  may  be  extrafted  a  good  tindlure 
againft  obftru<ftions.  This  liquor  taken  from  9  i. 
to  5i.  doth  purge  very  gently,  and  fometimes  it 
caufeth  a  vomit ,  efpecially  if  the  vitriol  was  not 
pure  and  good :  and  it  may  be  alfo  diftilled  into 
a  fpirit  not  inferiour  unto  the  former  in  vertue. 
Befides  the  way  above  taught,  there  is  yet  f  for 
to  diftil  a  metallized  fpirit  of  Tartar  )  another 
way ,  whereby  feveral  metals  and  minerals  may 
be  reduced  into  pleafant  fpirits  and  oyls ,  and  of 
more  vertue,  and  it  is  done  in  this  manner- 

Take  of  the  Tartar  of  white  Rhenilh  wine  made 
into  powder,  pour  upon  it  fweet  rain  or  running 
water,  fo  that  to  lb  j.  of  tartar  there  be  ib  x.  or 
lb  xij.  of  water,  or  fo  much  that  the  tartar  may 
be  dilTolved  by  It  in  the  boyling ,  and  then  boyl 
the  mixture  with  the  water  in  a  tinned  kettle,  or 
which  is  better,  in  a  glazed  pot,  until  it  be  quite 
difiolved,  and  in  the  mean  while  take  off  the  Stum 
(  with  a  wooden  skimmer  )  ftill  as  it  rifeth  in  the 
Boyling:  and  when  no  more  skum  rifeth,  and  all 
the  tartar  is  dilTolved,  then  pour  the  folution  thus 
hot  through  a  linnen  cloth  ,  tyed  ftraight  on  an 
earthen  glazed  veflel,  that  the  remaining  fliminefs 
may  be  feparated.  The  tartar  water  being  ftrain- 
ed,  let  it  ftand  for  24-  or  30.  hours  without  Hir¬ 
ing  ,  and  there  will  flick  a  cryftallized  tartar  to 
the  fides  of  the  veflel ,  which  after  the  water  is 
poured  off  may  be  taken  out,  and  walhed  with  cold 
water,  and  then  dryed.  This  purified  tartar  keep, 
until  I  lhall  teach  you,  \yhat  further  is  to  be  done 
with  it  j  and  this  tartar  is  pure  enough  for  the 
above_  faid  purpofe,  viz.,  to  reduce  metals  into  oyl 
with  it,  as  fhall  follow  anon.  It  is  alfo  good,  ta¬ 
ken  of  it  felf  for  an  abfterfive  to  make  the  body 
foluble-  But  if  you  defire  to  have  it  yet  whiter 
and  fairer  and  in  great  Cryftals ,  you  mufl:  pro¬ 
ceed  thus. 

Vou’muft  know  this  that  all  falts,  if  they  lhall  Ihoot 
into  great  cryftals,  there  muft  be  a  great  quantity 
of  them,  for  of  little  there  comes  but  little.  And 
if  you  will  make  great  and  fair  white  cryftals  of 
tartar,  which  will  be  no  better  than  the  former, 
but  only  pleafant  to  the  eye,  then  you  muft  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  manner. 

Take  of  white  tartar  made  into  powder  about 
ten  or  thirty  tb.  pour  fo  much  water  upon  it,  as 
is  needful  for  to  diflblve  if,  and  boyl  it  by  a  ftrong 
fire  in  a  tinned  kettle,  until  all  the  tartar  be  dif- 
folved,  which  you  may  know  by  ftirring  in  it  with 
a  wooden  ladle,  and  skim  off  diligently  all  the 
filth  rifing  on  the  water  3  and  you  muft  take  heed, 
that  you  take  neither  too  much  nor  too  little  wa¬ 
ter  to  it  3  for  if  you  take  too  little,  part  of  the 
tartar  will  remain  undilTolved,  and  fo  will  be  calt 
away  and  loft  among  the  flime :  but  if  you  take 
too  much  of  it,  then  the  tartar  is  too  much  dif^ 
fperfed  in  the  water,  and  cannot  Ihoot  wel),  and 
fo  will  likewife  be  loft,  being  call  away  aftetwards 
with  the  water.  Fori  have  heard  many  a  one  com¬ 
plain,  that  they  could  get  but  little  of  a  pound, 
and  therefore  fuppofed  the  tartar  to  have  been 
naught,  whereas  the  fault  was  not  in  the  tartar,  but 
in  the  workman,  that  managed  not  well  his  work, 
pouring  away  one  half  which  did  not  Ihoot  with  the 
water :  but  if  you  proceed  well,  then  four  pound  of 
common  tartar  will  yield  ft.  iij.of  pure  white  cryftals. 
Tfie  folution  being  well  made,  and  no  skim'  more 
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rifing  at  the  top,  cover  the  kettle,  and  let  it  cool 
without  removing  from  the  warm 'place  it  Hands 
in,  which  will  be  done  within  three  or  four  dayes, 
if  the  kettle  be  bigg.  But  the  fire  mull  be  taken 
away  from  under  the  kettle,  and  fo  let  it  Hand 
for  the  time  mentioned.  In  the  mean  while  the  Tar¬ 
tar  will  cryltallife  to  the  fides  of  the  kettle,  which 
cryllals  after  the  time  is  expired,  and  the  water 
poured  off,  are  to  be  taken  out  and  walked  and 
boyled  again  with  frelh  water,  and  fo  skimmed  and 
cryllallifed  ;  and  this  proceeding  mull  be  Hill  rei¬ 
terated,  untill  (which  is  done  the  third  or  fourth 
time)  the  cryllals  are  white  enough :  then  take  them 
out,  dry  and  keep  them  for  ufe  ;  whereof  from  5  j. 
to  §  j.  made  into  powder,  and  taken  in  wine,  beer, 
warm  broth  or  other  liquor ,  will  give  fome  gen¬ 
tle  Itoolcs,  and  ferveth  for  thpfe,  which  cannot 
endure  Hrong  phylick.  This  tartar  may  be  fiiarp- 
ned  with  Diagridium  or  any  other  purging  drug, 
that  fo  you  need  not  take  it  in  fo  great  a  quanti¬ 
ty  at  once,  but  a  lelTer  dofe  may  ferve  turn.  But 
if  you  do  not  look  for  great  cryllals ,  but  on¬ 
ly  for  Tartar  well  purified,  then  you  may  ufe  this 
following  manual,  and  you  will  get  exceeding  fair 
and  glillering  little  cryllals,  which  need  no  beating 
into  powder,  but  by  the  working  come  to  be  fo 
pure  and  fine,  as  if  they  had  been  ground  upon  a 
Hone,  and  looking  not  like  a  dead  powder,  but 
having  a  glofs,  like  unto  fmall  glillering  fnow  that 
fell  in  very  cold  weather,  and  it  is  done  thus :  when 
the  cryllals  are  come  to  be  pure  enough  by  often 
difiolving  and  coagulating,  then  dilfolve  them  once 
again  in  pure  water,  and  pour  the  folution  into 
a  clean  velfcl  of  wood,  copper,  or  earth  being  glaf- 
ed  ^  and  let  it  not  Hand  Hill  (as  above  taught  with 
the  cryllals)  but  as  foon  as  it  is  powred  in,  with 
a  clean  wooden  Hick  llirr  about  continually  with¬ 
out  ceafing,  till  all  be  cold,  which  will  be  done  in 
half  an  houre.  In  this  llirring  the  Tartar  hath  no 
time  to  Ihoot  into  cryllals,  but  doth  coagulate  into 
the  fmallell  glillering  powder,  pleafant  to  behold, 
and  like  unto  frozen  fnow  fettleth  at  the  bottom 
of  the  vellel  •,  then  pour  off  the  water,  and  dry  the 
powder,  and  keep  it  for  ufe-  The  waters  which 
you  poured  off,  in  regard  that  they  contain  yet 
fome  Tartar,  ought  not  to  be  call  away  (as  others 
do)  but  evaporated,  and  the  Tartar  contained  in 
them  will  be  faved,  and  fo  nothing  will  be  loll, 
and  in  this  manner  not  only  white  Tartar  may  be 
reduced  into  clear  cryllals,  but  alfo  the  red  being 
feveral  times  diffcilved  and  cryllallized,  lofeth  its 
rednefs,  and  turneth  white  and  clear.  Befides  the 
abovefaid,  there  is  another  way  to  reduce  the  Tar¬ 
tar  into  great  white  cryllals  at  once  by  precipita¬ 
tion  \  but  thefe  being  good  enough  for  our  pur- 
pofe,  viz,,  to  make  good  medicines  out  of  me¬ 
tals,  I  hold  it  needlels  to  loofe  more  time  by  the 
relation  of  it,  and  fo  I  will  acquiefce. 

.Another  way  to  make  a  metallifed  f^irit  of  Taratr^ 

Ake  of  purified  Tartar  dilToIved  and  coagulated 
but  once,  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  pour  fo  much 
rain  or  other  fweet  water  to  it  as  will  ferve  to  dif- 
folve  it;  in  which  folution  you  mull  boyl  plates 
of  metals,  until  the  Tartar  have  diffolved  enough 
of  it,  fo  that  it  will  dillblve  no  morej  the  fign 
whereof  is,  when  the  folution  is  deep  coloured  of 
the  metal,  and  during  your  boyling  you  mull  often 
fupply  the  evaporated  water  with  pouring  on  of  o- 
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ther,  left  the  Tartar  come  to  be  too  dry  and  burn* 
and  this  folution  may  be  done  bell  of  all  in  a  me- 
tallical  veffel ;  as  when  you  will  make  the  folution 
ot  iron  ,  you  may  do  it  in  an  iron  pot ;  and 
ror  copper  you  may  take  a  copper  kettle,  and  fo  forth 
tor  other  metals,  a  vellel  made  of  the  fame  is  to 
be  taken.  But  you  mull  know  that  gold,  filver 
and  crude  Mercury,  unlefs  they  be  firft  prepared 
cannot  be  diffolved  like  iron  and  copper,  but  when 
they  are  prepared  firft  for  the  purpofe,  then  they 
will  a  fo  be  dillblved.  In.  like  manner  fome  mine- 
rals  alfo  mult  be  firft  prepared,  before  they  can  be 
dilloived  with  Tartar  and  water.  But  if  you  can 
have  good  glalles  or  glazed  velTels  of  earth,  you 
may  ufe  them  for  all  metals  and  minerals  for  to 
dillolve  them  therein,  and  the  Iblution  you  may  not 
only  ufe  of  it  felf  for  a  medicine,  but  alfo  diftill  it, 
and  make  a  very  effeftual  fpirit  and  oyl  of  it  as 
followeth. 

To  dijlill  the  fpirit  and  oyl  of  Lead  and  Tin. 

T  Ake  the  filings  of  Lean  and  Tin,  and  boyl  them 
with  the  water  or  folution  of  Tartar  in  a  lea¬ 
den  or  tin  veffel,  until)  the  Tartar  be  fweetned  by 
the^  water ,  fo  that  it  will  dillblve  no  more ,  to 
which  pafs  it  will  be  brought  within  twenty  four 
hours,  for  both  thefe  metals  will  be  diffolved  but 
flowly,  but  if  you  would  perform  this  folution  foo- 
ner,  then  you  mull  reduce  the  metals  firft  into  a 
foluble  calx,  and  then  they  may  be  diffolved  in  lefs 
time  than  an  hour.  The  folution  being  done,  you 
mull  filtre  it,  and  in  B.  abftracft  all  the  moi- 
fture  to  the  thicknefs  or  confiftency  of  honey,  and 
there  will  remain  a  pleafant  fweet  liquor,  which  of 
It  ftlf  with  out  any  further  preparation  may  fafe- 
ly  be  ufed  inwardly  for  all  fuch  difeafes,  for  which 
other  medicaments,  made  of  thefe  metals  are  ufe- 
fuL  Efpecially  the  fweet  liquor  of  lead  and  tin  do- 
eth  much  good  in  the  Plague,  not  only  by  driving 
Che  poyfon  from  the  heart  by  fweating,  but  alfo  by 
peaking  or  allaying  the  intolerable  heat,  fo  that  a 
bsppy  cure  doth  follow  upon  it :  but  externally  the 
liquor  of  lead  may  be  ufed  fuccesfully  in  all  inflamma¬ 
tions,  and  it  healeth  very  fuddenly,  not  only  frelh 
wounds,  but  alfo  old  ulcers  turned  to  fiftulaes;  for 
the  Tartar  cleanfeth,  and  lead  confolidates. 

‘  The  liquor  of  tin  isbetter  for  inward  ufe  than  for 
outward  whofe  operation  is  not  fo  fully  known  yet, 
as  that  of  lead.  But  if  you  will  diftil  a  fpirit  there¬ 
of,  then  call  it  in  with  a  ladle  by  little  and  little,  , 
as  above  in  other  diftillations  oftentimes  was  men¬ 
tioned,  and  there  will  come  over  a  fubtle  fpirit  of 
tartar,  carrying  along  the  vertue  and  bell  effence  of 
the  metal ,  and  therefore  doth  alfo  prove  much  more 
efledtual  than  the  common  fpirit  of  tartar,  which 
is  made  alone  by  it  felf,  and  this  fpirit  as  well 
that  which  is  made  of  tin,  as  that  of  lead,  if  it  be  well 
dephlegmed  firft,  may^  be  ufed  and  held  for  a  great 
treafure  in  all  obftrU(flions,  efpecially  of  the  Spleen ; 
and  few  other  medicines  will  go  beyond  them  ;  but 
befides  there  mull  not  be  negletHed  the  ufe  of  good 
purging  medicines ,  if  need  require  them.  With 
the  fpirit  there  cometh  over  alfo  an  oyl,  which  is 
of  a  quick  operation,  efpecially  in  wounds  and  fores 
of  the  eye,  where  other  oyntraents  and  plaifters  may 
not  fo  fitly  be  ufed,  for  it  doth  not  only  allay  the 
heat  and  inflammation,  a  common  fymptome  of  the 
eye  wounds,  but  alfo  doth  hinder  and  keep  back  all  o- 
ther  fymptomes  which  few  other  medicaments,  are  a- 
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The  Second  Part  of 


ble  to  do  j  and  for  the  refidue,  if  it  be  driven  further  by 
the  ftrongeft  fire,  then  there  will  come  over  a  fubli- 
mate,  which  in  the  air  dilTolveth  into*,oyl>  which  isallo 
of  a  powerful  operation ,  not  only  in  phyfick,  but 

alfoih  Alchymy.  ,  c  • 

And  the  Lead  runeth  together  into  a  fair  white  Ke-. 
culns^  which  is  much  whiter,  purer  and  fairer  than 
other  common  lead:  but  the  tartar  retaines  the  black- 
nefs,  and  raifeth  it  felf  to  the  top  as  a  fufible  drofs, 
which  is  impregnated  with  the  fulphur  of  lead,  where¬ 
with  you  may  colour  hair,  bones,  feathers  and  the 
like,  and  make  them  to  be,  and  remain  brown  and 

I  made  tryal  once  of  fuch  a  diftillation  in  an 
iron  vefl'el,  whereby  the  fame  in  the  infide  was  fo 
whitened  by  the  purified  lead,  that  it  was  like  unto 
fine  filver  in  brightnefs :  which  afterwards  trying 
again,,  it  would  not  fall  fo  fair  as  at  firft  ;  where" 
at  none  ought  to  wonder,  for  1  could  write  fome- 
thing  more  (if  it  wete  fit)  of  tartar,  knowing  well 
y  what  may  be  efleded  with  it,  if  I  did  not  ftand 
^  in  fear  of  fcoffers,  which  vilify  all  what  they  do 
not  underftand.  I  durft  prefume  to  call  tartar  the 
Sope  of  the  Philofophers ;  for  in  the  cleanfing  of 
forae  metals,  by  long  experience  I  found  it  of  ad¬ 
mirable  vertue ;  though  1  Would  not  be  underftood 
thus,  as  if  I  did  count  it  to  be  the  true  ^zoth  mi. 
‘verfalis  Phllofophorumy  whereby  they  wafh  their  La- 
ton:  but  I  cannot  deny,  but  that  it  is  of  particu¬ 
lar  ufe  for  the  walking  and  cleanfing  of  feveral  me¬ 
tals  j  for  it  is  indued  with  admirable  vertues  for 
the  ufe  of  metals,  whereof  in  other  places  more  fhall 
be  faid  hereafter. 

Uow  to  make  a  Tartarifed  fpirit  and  oyle  oat  of 
Iron  or  Steel  and  Copper. 

■j  F  you  intend  to  make  a  good  medicine  out  of 
1  iron  or  fteel  or  copper  joyned  with  tartar,  then 
for  the  iron  or  fteel  take  an  iron  pot ,  and  for 
copper  a  kettel  of  copper,  make  them  very  clean 
and  put  in  it  the  filings  of  iron,  or  fteel,  or  cop¬ 
per,  which  you  pleafe,  and  twice  as  much  of  pure 
tartar  made  into  powder,  and  fo  much  water,  that 
the  tartar  may  be  diflblved  well  by  it  in  the  boyl- 
ing,  and  fo  boyl  the  metal  with  the  tartar-water  fo 
long,  till  it  be  deeply  coloured  by  the  metal,  as  red 
by  the  iron,  and  deep  green  by  the  copper  ^  and 
when  the  water  in  the  boyling  doth  wafte,  you  muft 
ftill  fupply  it  with  other,  that  the  tartar  may  not 
burn ;  for  there  muft  be  alwayes  fo  much  water , 
that  no  skin  of  the  tartar  may  rife  at  the  top , 
but  that  it  remain  always  open  ,  and  there  muft 
not  be  too  much  water  neither,  left  it  be  too  fweet, 
and  not  able  to  dilTolve  the  metal.  The  folution  of 
iron  or  fteel  being  come  to  be  red  and  fweet,  and 
in  tafte  like  unto  vitriol,  but  green  and  bitter  of 
copper,  pour  it  off  warm  by  inclinarion  into  an 
other  clean  veflel,  and  let  it  ftand  fo  long  again  in 
a  very  gentle  heat  of  coals,  till  almoft  all  the  wa¬ 
ter  be  evaporated,  and  the  dilTolved  metal  with  the 
tartar  remain  in  the  confiftency  of  honey.  ^ 

Which  metallical  liquor  may  be  ufed  inwardly 
and  outwardly  (efpecially  that  of  iron)  which  doth 
purge  gently,  and  openeth  the  obftrudions  of  the 
Liver  and  Spleen :  cleanfeth  the  Stomach,  and  kil- 
leth  Worms :  externally  ufed  it  is  a  good  wound 
balfome,  and  goes  far  beyond  all  fuch  as  are  made 
of  vegetables-  It  is  a  fingular  treafure,  not  only  for 
to  cure  new  wounds  *,  but  alfo  for  to  cleanfe  and 


heal  old  corrupt  exulcerated  fores,  turned  to  fiftu- 
laes  i  but  the  liquor  of  copper  is  not  fo  fafe  for  to  be 
ufed  inwardly,  for  it  is  not  only  very  unpleafant  in 
tafte,  but  alfo  caufeth  vehement  vomits ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  would  not  advife  any  one  to  be  forward  to 
ufe  it,  unlefs  it  be  for  ftrong  folks  and  for  to  kill 
worms  in  them,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  excellent 
good  and  furpafleth  all  other  medicines  whatfoe- 
ver  i  but  to  little  children  it  ought  not  to  be  given 
at  all,  in  regard  that  it  is  of  far  too  ftrong  an  o- 
peration  for  them. 

N-  B.  And  if  you  will  ufe  it  to  ftrong  bodies  a- 
gainft  the  worms  or  ftomach-agues,  you  mult  ob¬ 
serve  that  the  patient  ( in  cafe  that  he  cannot  get 
it  up)  thruft  his  finger  into  the  throat  to  further 
the  vomiting,  that  it  may  not  ftay  behind  ,  but 
come  forth  again  out  of  the  body ,  which  done 
health  followeth  upon  it  *,  but  if  it  remain  in  the 
body,  it  caufeth  a  loathfomenefs  to  ufe  it  any  more. 
And  therefore  you  muft  take  heed  to  ufe  it  warily : 
and  in  regard  that  this  liquor  is  very  bitter,  you 
may  mix  it  with  forae  fiigar,  to  facilitate  the  ta¬ 
king  thereof  ^  but  that  of  iron  needeth  no  fuch 
corredion  ,  it  being  fweet  enough  of  it  felf ,  and 
therefore  1  commend  and  prefer  it  before  the  o- 
ther :  but  if  you  will  needs  have  that  of  copper  (be- 
caufe  it  worketh  fo  ftrongly )  then  the  Patient 
muft  keep  in  from  the  cold  aire,  and  not  prefent- 
ly  after  the  operation  load  the  ftomach  with  ftrong 
drink  and  fuperfluity  of  meat ,  contenting  himfelf 
with  fome  warm  broth  and  a  little  cup  of  wine  or 
beer ,  and  the  next  day  his  meat  and  drink  will 
tafte  the  better  with  him ,  and  do  him  fo  much 
the  more  good. 

But  externally,  this  liquor  is  of  the  fame  ufe 
with  that  of  iron  or  fteel,  yea,  proveth  more  ef- 
fedual  and  fpeedier  in  healing,  it  would  be  good 
that  Surgeons  knew  how  to  prepare  it,  and  would  ’ 
ufe  it  inftead  of  their  falves,  wherewith  many  frelh 
wounds  are  fpoyled  and  turned  into  horrid  ulcers, 
efpecially  it  requiring  fo  little  coft  and  pains  to 
make  it.  And  if  you  would  have  thefe  liquors  pu¬ 
rer  yet,  you  muft  pour  on  fpirit  of  wine,  and  ex= 
trad  them,  and  they  will  eafily  yield  their  tin- 
ture,  and  leave  many  fasces  behind  which  are  good 
for  nothing :  but  the  tindure  will  be  fo  much  the 
better,  purer,  and  more  eflfedual,  fo  that  you  need 
ufe  but  four  or  five  drops  for  purging ,  whereas 
of  the  grofs  liquor  you  muft  have  from  4,  6,  8. 
to  12-  or  16.  drops:  and  this  extraded  tindure 
worketh  alfo  much  better  externally,  and  keepeth 
longer  than  the  balfome  or  liquor,  which  in  time 
is  corrupted ,  but  the  extradion  is  never  fpoiled. 
But  if  you  will  diftil  the  liquor  or  balfome,  it  is 
needlefs  that  it  be  extraded  firft,  but  may  be  di* 
ftilled  fo  as  the  boyling  made  it ,  after  the  fame 
manner,  as  above  was  taught  for  Lead,  and  there 
will  come  over  a  yellow  fpirit  and  oyl  from  iron  or 
fteel,  and  from  copper  a  greenifh  fpirit  and  oyl. 

The  fpirit  and  oyl  of  iron  may  fafely  be  ufed 
in  the  plague,  feavers,  obftrudions,  and  corruption 
of  blood,  from  S  i-  to  |  i.  It  is  much  better  to 
provoke  fweat,  than  that  which  is  made  of  crude 
Tartar,  without  addition  of  a  metal :  the  like  doth 
that  alfo  which  is  made  of  copper  and  more  ef- 
fedually  yet,  and  fometimes  caufeth  a  vomit,  if  it 
be  ufed  in  a  greater  quantity,  than  is  fitting. 

N.  B.  Although  the  Chyraifts  do  prefer  copper 
before  iron,  as  a  more  firm  and  ripe  metal,  never*-, 
thelefs  it  is  found  by  experience ,  that  iron  or 
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fteel  by  reafon  of  its  fweetnefs  is  better  to  be 
ufed  for  an  inward  medicine  than  copper.  But 
for  external  ufe,  copper  ( if  it  be  well  prepared ) 
hath  the  preheminence,  being  an  appropriate  me¬ 
dicine  for  all  ulcers  and  open  fores,  in  all  the  parts 
of  the  body,  if  the  fame  inwardly  be  kept  clean 
by  fitting  purges.  For  not  only  the  now  defcri- 
bed  medicine ,  but  alfo  many  more  befides ,  are 
taught  to  be  made  out  of  copper  in  other  places 

of  my  books.  »  -n  r 

A  Country  -  phyfick  and  purge  I  will  teach  for 

thofe ,  which  either  live  far  from  Apothecary- 
(hops ,  or  have  no  money  to  fpare  for  phyfick  ^ 
and  it  is  to  be  made  out  of  iron  and  copper» 
whereby  they  may  clean le  their  flimy  Ifomachs, 
fpoyled  by  a  diforderly  dyet,  whence  head-aches, 
worms,  agues,  and  other  difeafes  are  occafioned, 
warning  withal  thofe  that  are  either  too  old  or  too 
young,  or  elfe  decayed  and  weak,  and  fo  not  ftrong 
enough  for  fuch  powerful  phyfick ,  that  they  will 
forbear  to  ufe  it,  left  befides  the  worms,  they  kill 
and  expel  life  it  felf  alfo  ^  but  thofe  that  are  of 
a  ftrong  conftitution,  and  a  middle  age,  and  of  a 
found  heart,  may  fafely  ufe  this  purge ,  whereby 
ftomach- agues,  belly-worms,  and  may  other  occult 
difeafes  may  be  cured  with  good  fuccefs-  The  pre¬ 
paration  is  done  thus :  Take  |  A.  of  pure  tartar 
made  into  powder,  &  1  A-  or  ?  j.  of  fugar  or  honey, 
and  §  V.  or  ^vj.  of  fpring  or  rain  water,  put  all 
into  a  clean  copper  velfel  which  is  not  greafy,  and 
boyl  it  upon  a  coal  fire  as  long  or  fomewhat  long¬ 
er  than  you  ufe  to  boyl  an  egg,  or  at  the  furtheft 
half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  •,  take  off  the  skum  in 
boyling,  let  it  ftand  till  it  be  ^milk-warm,  fo  that 
it  may  be  drunk.  This  potioh  tailing  almoft  like 
warm  wine  fweetned  with  fugar ,  give  unto  the 
patient  to  drink,  and  let  him  fall  upon  it,  and 
within  half  an  hour  it  will  begin  to  work  upwards 
and  downwards ;  whereat  you  need  not  be  amazed, 
but  only  keep  the  body  warm,  and  within  an  hour 
it  will  have  done  working.  But  if  you  will  drive 
out  worms  from  little  children  by  purging,  then 
inftead  of  the  copper-veflel,  take  a  clean  iron-vef- 
fel,  and  put  in  a  lefs  quantity  of  tartar,  fugar  and 
water,  and  boyl  it  as  abovefaid,  and  give  it  to  them, 
and  it  will  purge  only  downward,  but  fometimes  it 
will  alfo  give  a  gentle  vomit,  which  will  do  them 
no  hurt ,  but  rather  will  cleanfe  the  ftomach  the 
better.  But  if  the  drink  be  too  weak,  fo  that  it 
doth  not  work,  it  may  be  ufed  again  the  next  day 
(  but  you  mull  take  more  of  the  ingredients ,  or 
elfe  let  them  boyl  longer)  there  is  no  danger  in 
it  at  all,  if  you  proceed  aright,  and  it  is  much 
pleafanter  to  take,  than  the  bitter  worm-feed,  where¬ 
with  they  ufually  torment  children. 

The  reafon  why  this  decodion  works  in  this 
manner  is,  that  the  tartar  and  fugar  being  boyled 
in  metallical  veflels  with  water,  work  upon  the  rae-- 
tal ,  and  extrad  vertue  out  of  it ,  which  caufeth 
vomiting  and  purging  fthe  Tartar  alfo  being  help¬ 
ful  to  it. ) 

Hovd  to  make  a  Tartarifed  ffirit  of  Mercury, 

Vulgar  Mercury  cannot  be  dilTolved  like  the 
former  metals  with  tartar  and  water,  with¬ 
out  any  foregoing  preparation ;  but  muft  be  fubli- 
med  firft  with  fait  and  vitriol,  or  cryftallifed  with 
jiqua  fortis,,  and  then  it  may  be  dilTolved  by  boyl¬ 
ing  with  tartar  and  water ,  and  reduced  into  a 


4» 


balfame  ,  like  other  metals,  but  is  not  to  be  ufed 
inwardly,  unlefs  it  be  digefted  a  fufScient  time, 
fo  that  its  fiercenefs  be  allayed :  Externally  it  may 
fafely  be  ufed  in  all  defperate,  efpecially  venereal 
fores,  and  it  is  a  very  effedual  and  profitable  me¬ 
dicine  for  them.  But  moft  of  all  it  doth  ferve 
for  Alchymy,  although  few  do  knpw  this  guefti 
becaufe  he  will  not  be  feen  by  every  one.  The 
fpirit  which  comes  over  from  it  By  diftillation,  is 
an  admirable  thing  not  only  in  phyfick,  but  alfo 
in  Alchymy :  yet  you  muft  take  heed,  that  inftead  v 
of  a  friend ,  you  do  not  harbor  a  great  enemy  i 
for  its  force  and  vertue  is  very  great  and  powerful. 

How  to  make  a  Tartarifed  fpirit  of  Cold  and  Silver. 

Gold  and  filver  alfo  can  by  no  means  be  dif- 
folved  with  tartar  in  a  wet  way :  but  in  a 
dry  way  adding  its  helper  to  it,  it  will  eafily  dif- 
folve ,  which  doth  not  belong  hither  \  but  if  yout 
will  draw  a  fpirit  of  it,  then  the  gold  and  filver 
muft  firft  by  diflblving  and  coagulating  be  reduced 
to  cryftals,  and  then  dilTolved  with  purifyed  tar¬ 
tar  and  water,  and  of  Gold  you  will  get  a  yel¬ 
low  folution,  and  of  filver  a  white  inclining  unto 
green,  which  being  reduced  to  the  confiftency  of 
honey,  may  be  ufed  fafely  and  without  fear.  The 
folution  of  Gold  doth  loofefl  and  keep  the  body 
open*,  it  efFecftually  ftrengtheneth  the  ftomach, 
heart,  lungs,  and  liver,  and  other  principal  mem¬ 
bers :  and  that  of  filver  ^purgeth  very  forcibly, 
according  to  the  quantity  given,  like  another  purge,- 
but  without  harm  pr  danger,  fo  that  in  all  difeafes 
where  purging  is  necefiary,  it  may  be  ufed  fafely 
from  9  i.  to  3  A*  but  that  of  gold  is  ufed  in  a 
fmaller  quantity :  and  both  the  liquor  of  gold 
and  of  filver  may ''very  fuccefsfully  be  ufed  exter¬ 
nally:  but  becaufe,  for  external  ufes  inferiour  me* 
tals  will  ferve  the  turn,  it  is  needlefs  to  ufe  coft- 
ly  things  thereto,  p  3T  -j- 
The  fpirit  which  is  forced  from  it  by  diftilla¬ 
tion,  is  ehdued  with  great  vertue ;  for  the  vola;- 
tile  part,  of  the  metal  cometh  over- joyned  with 
the  fpirit  of  tartar ,  the  remainder  may  be  redu¬ 
ced,  ifo  as  it  was  taught  of  other  metals.  This 
fpirit,  efpecially  that  of  Gold,  is  exceeding  good 
in'  the  plague  and  other  difeafes ,  where  fweating 
is  necefiary :  for  it  driveth  not  only  by  fweating, 
all  Malignities  from  the  Heart,  but  alfo  doth 
ftfengthen  the  fame ,  and  preferveth  it  from  all 
hurtful  fymptomes.  Likewife  alfo  that  of  filver  is 
very  commendable,  efpecially  if  it  be  firft  dephleg- 
med  from  its  Caput  Mortuum,  as  above  was  taught 
in  the  preparation  of  the  common  fpirit  of  tartar. 
For  any  Phyfitian  expert  in  Chymiftry  may  eafily 
guefs  what  the  fpirit  of  tartar  well  redifyed  and  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  vertues  of  gold  may  eff^,  and 
therefore  it  is  needlefs  to  make  any  further  men¬ 
tion  of  it,  but  it  ftiall  be  left  to  the  tryal  thereof- 

To  make  Tartarifed  fpirit  of  Antimony, 

CRude  Antimony  cannot  be  diflblved  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  above  hath  been  taught :  but  if  it 
be  firft  prepared  into  flores,  or  a  vitrum,  it  yield- 
eth  eafily  its  vertue  in  boyling ,  and  it  is  done 
thus:  Take  to  one  patt  of  the  flores  or  of  fmall 
ground  vitram  Antir^o^ii  made  fe  ^  three  parts 
of  pure  tartar,  and  12.  or  15*  paits  of  clean  wa¬ 
ter,  boyl  the  Antimony  with  the  tartar  and  wa- 
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ter  in  a  glazed  pot  for  three  or  four  honrsj  and 
the  evaporated  water  muft  be  ftill  fopplycd  with 
other  that  the  tartar  may  not  burn  for  want  of ; 
■water  and  the  'iitYUMt  muft  be  fometimes  ftirred 
about ’with  a  wooden  fpatula_  ( which  the  -fiores 
being  light  do  not  need  ):  This  done,  the  tartar 
water  will  be  deep  red  coloured  by  the  Antimony, 
and  leave  the  remaining  Antimony  fettled  in  the 
bottom,  from  which  pour  off  the  folucion,  and  af" 
ter  having  rltred  it,  evaporate  the  water  from_  it, 
and  then  extraft  it  once  inore  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  you  will  get  a  blood-'red  ■■ExtrutUm,  whereof 
•1,2,3.  to  fo-^or  1.2.  drops  given  at  once,  caufeth 
gentle  vomits  and  ftools,  which  may  be  fafely  ufed 
by  old  and  -young  in  all  difeafes  that  have  need 
of  purging,  and  you  need  not  tear  any  danger  at 
ail:  Ford  know  no  vomit.  Which  purgeth  more 
gently  than  this,  and  ifyou  pleafe,  you  may  make 
it  work  only  'C'f'c?"  irfferiora  )  downward,  fo  that  it 
foall  caufe  novoinits  at  all :  and  you  need  do  nothing 
elfe  but  make  a  toafl:  of  brown  bread ,  and  hold 
it  hot  to  your  nofe  and  mouth,  mnd  When  this  is  j 
almoft  cold,  have  another  hot  in  >readinefs ,  and! 
fo  ufe  one  after  another  by  turns,  till  you  feel  .no 
more  loathing,  and  thSt'^the  vertue  of  iAntlmony 
hath  begun  to  work  downward  :  This  its  a  good 
fecret  for  thofe  that ‘would  Ufe*  Antimomal 'phy- ‘ 
fick,  but‘that  they  are  -afFrald  of -vomiting,  which 
they  are  not  able  to  endure.  iBut  df-dyou  will 
notTpend  fo  much  pains,  as  to  ‘make  .Aichmn  :Ex-  i 
trad ,  then  do  as  you  was  taught’  above  to  do 
with  the  copper,  and  tak^  ten  i  or  twtlvre  .grains 
of  prepared  Antimony ’for  an  Mold  body  ,  but  for 
a  young  one  5,  6.  grains  or'morc'or  lefs^according  . 
to  the  condition  of  the  perfoo,  -and  ^fs.i  or  3  vj.  of  \ 
pure  tartar,' ah'd  togetheri  WiEh  ^  liij;  or-^.^w/of  .wa-  ; 
ter  put  it  in  a  little  pipkih,  ^ndfJOyl  itia  quarter 
of'aii'hbuf,  then ‘pour ^Ke  folutibttimlyduto  a.iup, 
and  difolve  a  little  fugar  in  ItA  Whereby :^lie  iacidicy  ; 
of  the  Tartar  will  be  fomeyvhat  qualified.  ^The  de-  , 
MriAk'WSrm;  aHd^keejo^fyourTelf^qait  irfit,  , 
and  it  wilf  work  much  better,'’ Than  it  if :h ad  been 
fteeped  '  Aydr  night  in -wine  js^hichufiot)  every  one  , 
can  abi'de'-to  take 'foiling  p'butJthis  ^fcc^fKm,.  be-  ’ 
caufe  it  taftethTlike^v/arm  '-aind  Iweet  wine/Dis  mhch 
pleafonter  to’take.  >-'1' 

N.  B-  It  is  tDbe  admired,‘thad.weli'-preparedjAn- 
timony  i%iievef‘takei-i  In' vain  :^i  for  although  it  be 
given  -in  -a  -^ery  rfmall  iciuailtity,  ' fo  that  it  cannot 
caufe  either  •■ftbols  ori vomits,  yet  it  worketh  infen- 
iibly,  •'U/^'.'itcleanftth  the  blood-,  and  expellech  ma¬ 
lignities’ by'Tweat;,  To'' that  mighty -difeafes  may  be 
rooted  ,out  “t.hereby  without  any  - great  fenfihle  ope¬ 
ration. ' 'AVhjth  many -  times  hapned  unto.me,  jand 
gave  me  occalibn-to  thinly  further  of  dt  p  .and-thtre* 
fore  1  fought  hbw' to  prepare' Antimony-fo,/ that  it 
might  beufed  daily  without  caul-ing  of  vomits  or  ftools, 
which  f  put  in  execution  accordingly,  and  found,  it  I 
good,  as  afterward' fhall- follow.  ^  io  no;.  ! 

Of  the  folution  above  deferibed,  'viz.,  of  the  flores 
of  Antimony  with  tartar  Vmake  a- good- quantity ,  I 
and  after  the,  evaporation  of  the  water  diltill  a  fpi-j 
l  it  of  it,  and’there  wijPhlfo  comeover-a  bkekfoyl,! 
which  muft  be^feparated  fidrmXheilpirityand  soah-j 
'fled  per/e-  •  'and  eXternaHy'applV^d  itwitflfist  b'fiilydbj 
the  fame  wot’derful  operaAons^  ^Which  labove  -bavei 
been  afci-ibed  to  the  fmipld  fofl-vof  tartar,  but'i-it| 
goeth  alfo  fer'  beyohddt,  for  the  bell  eflhrice  of-An- 
timony  hath  joyneddt  MfthercUnto-iinttbedilMl- 
Tiug  and  fo  doubled  the  verfoefof  the  Jojll  rif  Tar¬ 


tar  ;  and  this  oyl  may  with  credit  be  ufed  not  on¬ 
ly  for  all  podagrical  tumors  to  allay  them  very  rea¬ 
dily,  but  alfo  by  reafom  of  its  drynefs  it  doth  con- 
fume  all  other  tumors  in  the  whole  body,  whether 
they  be  caufed  by  wind  or  water:  for  the  vola¬ 
tile  fait  by  reafon  of  its  fubtlety,  conveyeth  the 
vertue  of  Antimony  into  the  innermoft  parts  of  the 
body  in  a  marvellous  and  .incredible  way,  whereby 
much  good  can  be  performed  in  Ghyrurgery. 

As  for  the  fpirit,  you  may  not  only  ufe  it  very 
fuccefsfully,  in  the  Plague,  Pox,  Scurvy,  Melancho¬ 
lia  Bypochondriacay  Feavots,  and  other  obftrudlions 
and  corruptions  of  blood,  but  alfo  if  you  )put  fome 
of  it  into  new  wine  or  beer,  and  let  it  -work  with  it, 
the  wine  or  beer  comes  to  be  fo  vertuous  there¬ 
by  ,  that  if  it  be  daily  ufed,  it  doth  flay  and  keep 
off  all  difeafes  proceeding  from  fuperfluous  humors 
and  corrupted  blood,  fo  that  neither  Plague,  Scur¬ 
vy,  ‘Melancholia  BypothQndriaca ,  or  any  Other  di- 
feafe  of  that  kind  can  take  root  in  thole  that  dai¬ 
ly  ufe  it,  wherein  no  metal  or  mineral  (except  gold^ 
can  be  paralleled  with  it.:  but  in  cafe  you  have  no 
eonveniency  to  make  that  fpirit,  and  yet  you 
would  willingly  have  fuoh  a  medicinal  drink  made 
of  Antimony,  then  take  but  of  the, folution  made 
with  tartar,  before  , it  be  diili]]ed,j  and  put  tbj.  or 
tb  j  fs.  of  it  into  18.  or  20.  gallons  of  -.new  wine  of 
beer,  and  let  it  work  together,  and  the  vertue  of 
the  Antimony , by  the  fermentation  ofithe  wine  will 
grow. the  more  volatile  and  efficacious  to  work.  And 
if  you  cannot  have  new  wine  (in  regard,  that  it  doth 
not  grow  every  where)  y.ou  may  -make  an  artifici¬ 
al  wine  of  Honey,  Sugar,  Pears,  Bigs,  Cherries,  or 
the  like  fruit,  as  in  the  following,  third  part  fliall 
be  taught,  which  may  Hand  in  Head)  of  natural 
Wine. 

Thefe  medicinal  wines  ferve  for  a  fure  .and  fafe 
prefervative,  not  only  (to.  prevent  many  .difeafes,!  but 
^Ifo'if  they  have  poffelfod  the  body; already, ^effeau+ 
ally  I  to  oppofe  .and.  ejapQl -them.  Alfo.  all  external 
openj  fores  (which:  by  daubing  and  pldiftering  could 
not  1  be  remedied;  by  daily  drinking  thereof  may 
be  .^erfecilly  .cured.  For  not  only  Ea/iims  Valenti- 
wis,  and  E'heofhrajhfps  /Paracelfus ^[bnt  (many;raore  be¬ 
fore  mid  fofter  them  knew  it  very. well,  and.have 
yvritten  many  good  things  of  it,  which  few  dfo  en¬ 
tertain,)  and  ^becaufp  their  defeription  was;£bme^ 
what  dark;  moft  defpifed  and  defamed  them  for 
untruthsr.  5  s 

fn  like  manner,. ;andt  much  more  may  this  :my  vvri'- 
tingrbe  lightly  efteemeffof,  .becaufed  do  notfet  down 
long  and  coftly  proceffes.,  but  only .  acicording  ;to 
truth,  ^ndiin  fmipUcicy  dojlabour  to, ferve  niy  neigh¬ 
bour;,  which  doth  notifound  well.in  the.  ears  of  the 
proud  world,  which nJather- tickle  andnlqad  Jthemr 
.ielves  ■  with  vain  and  mnprofttable  proceffes ,  than 
harkeh  riiiito  the  jtrtithr, -land  it  is  noiwonder,  that 
God-3 fufiercthTuch  men,  .which  only^look  after  high 
things,  andidefpife ifmall) things,  to, be; held  in.Er- 
ror>2  .j.:-.  .  ..  i  ;  ; 

Why  do  we  look  to  get  our  Medicines  by  trou¬ 
bling  our  brains,  &  by  fubtle  and  tedious  works, where* 
as  God.'.thfdugh  fim pie  nature  doth,  teach  us  other- 
wife-  Were  it  not  better  to  letfimple  nature  inftru(ft 
us  ?  fixf we.'would  be  in.iove  withifmia  11. things,  we 
flianld  find^greati ones.,  fBut>becaufe all  men  do  ftrive 
onlyffod^eat  andi  high  thinags,  therefore  the  fmall  al¬ 
fo.  aresh^tlfrom  them  jiiand:  therefore  /it  would  be 
■weill  vthdtjweilcould  fancyithis  maxirn.,.’ that  alfo 
;things  dfsfmall  account '.can  .  do  foraeduDg,  as  we 
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may  fee  by  Tartar  and  defprc^ble  Antimony,  and 
not  only  fo  many  coals,  glaffes,  materials,- and  the 
like,  but  alfo  the  pretious  time  would  not  be  waft¬ 
ed  fo  much  in  preparing  of  medicaments :  for  all 
is  not  gold  that  gliftereth,  but  oftentimes  under  a 
homely  coat  fome  glorious  thing  is  hid  j  which 
ought  to  be  taken  notice  of. 

Some  may  objcd  why  do  I  t^ach  to  joyn  the  An¬ 
timony  firft  with  the  Tartar  'by  the  help  of  com¬ 
mon  water  before  its  fermentation  with  the  wine  : 
whether  it  would  not  be  as  good  to  put  it  in  of  it 
felf  in  powder,  or  to  dilTolve  it  with  fpirit  of  fait 
‘f which  would  be  ealier  to  do  than  with  Tartar) 
and  fo  let  ft  work?  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  the 
working  wine  or  drink,  receiveth'no.metallical  calx 
or  folution,  unlefs  it  be  firft  prepared  with  tartar  or 
fpirit  of  wine.  For  although  you  .diflbive  Antimony, 
or  any  other  metal  or  mineral’ in  fpirit  of  fait,  or 
of  vitriol,  or  of  fait  nitre,  or  any  other  acid'  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  then  'think  to  let  it  ,wprk  with^wine  or 
.any  other  drink,  you  will  ^od'-: that  itj^oth  not 
iucceed  ;  for  the  acid  fpirit 'will  'hinder  die  fermen-  ) 
tation,  and  let  fall ‘  the  dilfolred  metals,  and  fp-'. 
fpoyl  the  work ;  and  befides^  Tartar  may  be  ufed  • 
among  all  drinks,  and  doth  more  agree  with  ones 
tafte  and  ftomach,  than  any  corrolive  fpirit.  ' 

.  In  the  fame  mgnner  as  was  tpght  of  Antimony  , 
other  min^^ls  and  metals  alfo'  may  be  fitly  joyned  : 
wi^  wine  or  other  drinl5,‘anji  the  |Ufe  qf  fgch  Ah' 
timonial  wine  is  t)iis,  wz,.  that -it  be  drank  at  meals 
and  betwixt  meals  Uke.  other  ordinary  drink  to 
ouench  thirft,  but  for  that,  itmuft  not  be  drank 
'in  a.greaten  quantity,  than  .that  Nature  be  iable;to 
bear  it.  For  if  you  would  drink  ;of  it  immp^erjate-  ■ 
ly,  it  would  excite  vomits,  .whfch  ought  nptitqjje,  , 
ior  ip  is  but  only  to  work  iu  infenlibje  ,way ,  j 
which  ifitbe.done,  it  preferimth  npt  ohly-fihe -.bo¬ 
dy  from  all  direafes  proceeding  from  cbrruptjed  jpu 
pure  blo^d.  as  .the  Plague^,,, Leprqfy,.  Pox ^  %,uijvy, 
and  the  ’trke,  but  by  reafon  of  jta  hid,^enjbgat, 
whereby -it  doth  -cpnfume  and  expel  all  qvjif  aRd  l^lt 
humors  (  as  the  Aun  -dryeth  ,UP  a  pool )  by-A^eat 
and  urine,  apd  fo  doth  unburth^n  thp  blopd  fifom 
fuch  ’lharp  and  hurtfpl  hupprs,  At.dpth 

pot  only  cure  the  aboy^faid^  dif^fes,  but  ,alfp.  all 
open  fores,,  ulcers,  fftulaes,' vV^hfh  b.y,  9^ jthe 

bHperfluity  of  fplt  bpmors.can  ^admit  -of^no  healing,  ] 
and  it  doth  djfpatch  .th^m  in  a  ftiort  ,tnne  ,in  a| 
wonderful  manner,  and  bo  .firmly  that,theye  is  no. 
rsjlapfe  to  be  feared.  V  .  j 

This  drink  .is:;nolyonl.y  good  for  the  iick,  ibut' 
atfoifor  tltenwhole  fthough  iin  a  Imaller  quantity. ^ 
becaufe  that  ■  it  wonderfully  -  cleanfeth  the .  wholbj  bo- 
tly,  and  you  meed  not  fear  theileaft  hurt.leitheniii 
young  or  old-,  bck  or  heakhyn  uAnd  letino^  man 
^mble  at  it,  that  many  ignorant  men  do.defarte 
Antimony  and  bold  it  toibe  poyfon, , 'and  .forbid;  it 
to  be  ufed for  if  they  knew  it  iwell,  they  would 
not  do  fo^  but  becaufe  fuch  men  .know  no.  more, 
than  what  they -get  by  reading,  *  or  by  hear- fay.,  ^ 
they  pronounce  a  falfe  fenf ence  -  and  |t  might  .be 
jepiyed  unto  them,  as xlid  to  the  Shooeiina- 
ker  j  futor  ultra.  cre^idatn/'.JsoX,  what  what  lhali 
we  fay  ?  Nun  bmms  fert  omnia ^itlfus.  WhemaniAfs 
^fter  his  death  doth  rot,- out 'Of  the  carcafk  .grow- 
etli  Beetles,  which  can  fly  a  higher  than  the  Afs 
•from  whence  they  camey  In  the  «.like  manner  we 
wifh  it  may  fare  with  the|haters  of  royal  Antimo¬ 
ny,  viz..  that  their  poftericy  .may.  get  feeing  icyes, 
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and  what  they  knowi  not,, they  may  forbear  to  de- 
fpife  and  feoff  at. 

1  muftconfefs,  that  if  Antimony  be' not  well  pre¬ 
pared,  and  befides,  be  indifcreetly  ufed  by  the  un¬ 
skilful,  that  it  may  prejudice  a  man.  in  bis  health, 
which  even  the  vegetables  alfo  may  do.  Buttore- 
jeft  it  by  reafon  of  the  abufe,  would  be  a  very  uu- 
wife  aft  :  If  perchance  a  child  fliould  get  into  bis 
hand  a'’fliarp-edged  knife,  and  hurt  himfelf  or  .o- 
thers,.ibecaufe  it  doth  not  nnderftand  i how  to  ufea 
knife,  fhouid  therefore  riie  ufe  of  a  knife  be  rejeft- 
ed  and  forbidden  to  thofe  that  are  grown  up  and 
knowhow  to  ufe  it?  Good  fliarp  tools  make  a  good 
workman  ,  fogood  quick  working  and  powerful  me¬ 
dicines  maike  a  goodphylitian  ;  and'the  fharper  the 
tool  is, 'the  fooner  a  ftone-carver  or  other  crafts- 
raammay  fpoyl  his  work  by  one  cut  which  he  doth 
amifs:  which  alfo  muft  be  underftood  of  powerful 
rnedicines,  for  if  they  'be  ufed  pertinently,  in  a  Ihorc 
time  .more  good  may^be  done  with  them/' than  w'itli 
weak  medicaments  in  a  long  time-  Nowas  afliarp 
tool  is  not  to  be  handled  but  by  a  good  workman. 
To  likewife  a  powerful  medicine  Ought  to-be  mah- 
'  aged  :by  an  underftanding.nnd  confeientious  phyfiti- 
an, .  whoiaccording  Che  condition  of  tbe  -perfoii, 
and  die.  difeafe,  knows  «  'to  increafe.  or^aliate  thfe 
■ftrengch  of  the  medicine,  and  not'’ by  fufti  a  pn^, 
as  doth  miniftcr  dt  dgnoraritly  without  making  any 
difference  at  alll.  v  .■  .  uft. 

•Let !  no  man  marvarl,  Chat  I  aferjbe  Tuch  great 
vertnes  unto  AntimAny,  i.t'beingiabundaitlyonrrc'lf- 
ed  with  th&fr^mumens.olgoldlri'^fi  I  {honld  fay  teh 
-times  as  much  .more  of  litj  .1  Ihould  nbr 
praife  is  not  to  be  expreffed  by  any  mans  ffongue'; 
for  purifying  ofthe)blood,  there  isi  no  mineral -like 
,unto  it.*,  for  it  cleanfeth  and  purifietb  the  whole 
man  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  it  be  well  prepared 
-.andithen  difcreetly- ufed-  It  is  the  -belt  and 
next  friend  to  gold,  which  by  the  farae'^  allbds  freed 
tandppuEified  from  all  addition  and  filth,  as  we  faid 
.e.ven  jiow,oof  man.  Every  Antimony  for  the  moft 
part  agreeth  -with  gold  and  its  medicine;  forlout 
of  Antimony,  by  the  cleanfing  Art  may  -be  made 
'firm, geld,  as  in  thoTburtbpart  Ihsfll- be  taught,  and 
which  .is  more,  by  a  dong  digeftibn?  a'lgood  part  of 
‘theTameds  changed  into  gold.  Whereby  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that,  it  hath  the  iriature  and  property  of  gold, 
and  iit  is-better  to.be  ufed  fora  median»' than  gold 
it  felf,  becaufe  the  golden  vertue  is  as  jet  volatile 
iin/this,'  but  ih  the  btbenis  g'rown  'fixed  and  compac- 
ited,,andomay  be- compared  to  a  young  child  in  re- 
ifpeft  ofan  old  riian. '  Therefore  it-is  ftiy  advice,  that 
:in  Antimony  medicine  fliould  be  fought,  and  not  to 
.trifle  atyay  .time  and:  acoft  in  vain  and  ufelefs 
things. 

.  Further  ,  note,.  That  if  you  defire  tb  contraft  near¬ 
er  together  the  vertue  of  Antimony  or  any  other 
mineralor^metal,  as/^ove  was  taught  toTe  done  with 
, the  Tartar.;  lyou  mulli'by.ijekhalation  of  Vhe-' fuper- 
ffluous  moi'fture.iniBalneov  reduce  the  folution  to  a 
•honey- ithick.liqoor-,  .and  pour  fpirifjof  wine  upon  it 
-for  tbiextraft,  and'within  -few^days  it  wilTbe  very 
red;,  then  I  pour  it  off  andu  pour  on  other,  •  and  let 
this’ Ijk’ewife  extraft  :  continue  this  proceeding  with 
fhifting-the  fpirit  of  wine, t still  the-  fpirit  of  wine 
can.  get  .nb-more  Tinfturej  then  putall  tfie  coloured 
fpirit  of  witie  together  into  aglafs  iwitH  a  long  neck, 
and  digeft  it  To  long .'in’a .warm  Balneum,  till  the 
coloubior  bbft  ellence  of  Antimony  be  fepa'rated  from 
the  Tpirit-of  wine,  and  fettled  to  the  tottom  like  a 
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blood  red  thick  fat  oyl,  fo  that  the  fpirit  of  wine 
is  turned  white  again ;  which  is  to  be  feparated 
from  the  fair  and  pleafant  oyl  of  Antimony,  which 
is  made  without  any  corrofive,  and  is  to  be  kept  as 
a  great  treafure  in  phyfick.  The  fpirit  of  wine  re¬ 
tains  fomewhat  of  the  vertue  of  Antimony,  and 
may  be  ufed  with  fuccefs  of  it  felf  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly.  But  the  Tindure  as  a  Panacea  in  all 
difeafes  adeth  its  part  with  admiration,  and  as  here 
mentioned  of  Antimony,  fo  in  the  fame  manner  all 
metals  by  the  help  of  Tartar  and  fpirit  of  wine  may 
without  diftilling  be  reduced  into  pleafant  and  fweet 
oyles,  which  are  none  of  the  meaneft  in  Phyfick:  for 
every  knowing  and  skilful  Chymift  will  eafily  grant, 
that  fuch  a  metallical  oyl,  as  without  all  corrofives 
out  of  the  grofs  metals  is  reduced  into  a  pleafant 
efience,  cannot  be  without  great  and  Angular  vertue. 

flow  to  make  good  Jfirit  and  oyles  out  of  Pearls j  Corals^ 
Crabs-eyes^  and  other  light  folnble  fiones  of  beafis  and 
fijhes. 

TAke  to  one  part  of  pearls  or  corals  (made  into 
fine  powder  three  or  four  parts  of  pure  Tar¬ 
tar,  and  fo  much  water  as  will  dilTolve  the  Tartar 
by  boyling^  put  the  corals,  Tartar  and  water  toge¬ 
ther  into  a  glafs  body,  which  mult  ftand  in  fandj 
and  give  it  fo  ftrong  a  fire,  that  the  water  boyl  in 
the  glafs  body  with  the  Tartar,  and  may  dilTolve 
the  corals-  (This  folution  may  be  done  alfo  in  a 
clean  earthen  pot  that  is  glafed,  and  the  evaporated 
Water  mult  be  fupplyed  with  other,)  as  above  was 
taught  to  be  done  with  the  metals.)  The  corals  be¬ 
ing  difiblved,  let  them  cool,  filtrate  the  folution, 
.and  abltrad  all  the  moldure  from  it  in  Balneo,  and 
there  will  remain  a  pleafant  honey-thick  liquor, 
which  may  be  ufed  in  Phyfick  either  of  it  felf,  or 
elfe  once  more  extracted  with  fpirit  of  wine  and  pu¬ 
rified,  or  elfe  diltilled,  as  you  pleafe- 

The  extraft  or  Tindure  is  better  than  the  liquor, 
and  the  fpirit  is  better  than  the  extrad  or  tindure  : 
and  all  three  may  well  and  fafely  be  ufed  }  they 
ftrengthen  the  heart  and  brain  ;  efpecially  thofe 
which  are  made  of  pearls  and  corals,  they  expel  the 
urin  and  keep  the  body  foluble.  Thofe  of  crabs  eyes 
and  of  pearches  and  other  hihes  open  and  cleanfethe 
palTages  of  the  urin  from  all  flime  andimpurity,  and 
they  powerfully  expel  the  Hone  and  gravel  in  the 
reins  and  bladder-  ^ 

N.  B.  The  diltilled  fpirit  of  corals  being  well 
redified,  is  good  for  the  Epilepfy,  Melancholy,  and 
Apoplexy.  It  expelleth  and  driveth  out  all  poyfon 
by  fweating,  becaufe  it  is  of  a  golden  nature  and 
quality,  whereof  in  another  place  more  lhall  be  faid. 

To  difiill  a  fpirit  out  of  fait  of  Tartar  and  crude  Tartar. 

i  *■ 

IF  you  take  a  like  quantity  of  crude  Tartar  and  of 
fait  of  Tartar,  and  dilTolve  it  with  clean  water, 
and  then  evaporate  the  water  Itill  skimming  it,  till 
no  skin  more  , do  rife,  and  then  let  it  cool,  there 
will  Ihoot  white  cryftals,  which  being  diltilled  as 
common  Tartar,  they  wiU  yield  a  purer  fubtler  and 
pleafanter  fpirit,  than  the  crude  Tartar  doth,  in  all 
to  be  ufed  as  above  hath  been  taught  of  the  Ample 
fpirit  of  Tartar:  therefore  it  is  needlefs  here  to  de- 
fcribe  its  ufe.  Before  you  diftill  a  fpirit  thereof, 
you  ntay  ufe  them  in  Head  of  Tartarus  vitriolatus 
for  purging,  they  will  caufe  gentle  ftools,  and  drive 
alfo  the  urin  and  ftone,  and  are  not  unpleafant  to  take- 


The  dofe  is  from  91-  to  ^  i.  in  waters  fit  for  your 
purpofe.  This  fait  difiblved  with  water  purifieth 
metals  (if  they  be  boyled  therein)  and  maketh  them 
fairer  then  common  Tartar  doeth- 

How  toget  apowerful  fpirit  out  of  the  fait  of  Tartar  by 
the  help  of  pure  fund  or  peble-flones. 

IN  the  firft  part  of  this  book  I  taught  how  to  make 
fuch  a  fpirit,  but  becaufe  the  materials,  which 
are  to  be  diltilled  in  chat  furnace  mull  be  call  upon 
quick  coals,  whereby  the  remainder  is  loft,  and  that 
alfo  not  every  one  hath  the  conveniency  to  fet  up 
a  furnace  that  requireth  more  room  than  this  here 
doth  :  therefore  I  will  fet  down  how  it  may  be  got 
with  eafe  in  this  our  prefenc  furnace,  without  the 
lofs  of  the  remainder,  which  is  not  inferior  to  the 
fpirit  it  felf.  And  it  is  done  thus : 

Make  a  fair  white  fait  of  calcined  Tartar  by  dif- 
folution,  filtration  aud  coagulation,  pulverife  that 
fait  in  a  warmed  morter,  and  add  to  it  a  fourth 
part  of  fmall  pulverifed  cryftal  or  flints  or  only  of 
fine  fand,  walhed  clean,  mix  it  well,  and  call  one 
fpoonful  thereof  at  once  into  your  red-hot  velTel 
(which  mull  be  made  of  earth)  and  fo  cover  it, 
and  the  mixture  as  foon  as  it  is  red  hot,  will 
rife  and  boyl  (as  common  Allome  doth,  when  it  com- 
eth  to  a  fudden  heat)  and  yield  a  thick  white  heavy 
fpirit  and  when  it  ceafeth  to  come  forth,  then  call 
in  another  fpoonful,  and  ftay  out  the  timeof  its  fet¬ 
tling,  and  then  another  part  again,  till  all  your  mix-  . 
Cure  be  call  in.  When  no  more  fpirit  goeth  forth, 
then  take  off  the  lid  from  the  diftilling  veflel,  and 
with  an  iron  ladle  take  out  that  which  ftayed  be¬ 
hind,  whileft  it  is  yet  red-hot  and  foft,  and  it  will 
look  like  unto  a  tranfparent  clear  white  fufible  glafs, 
which  you  muft  keep  from  the  air,  for  it  will  dif- 
folve  in  it,  till  I  teach  you  what  you  are  to  do 
with  it. 

The  fpirit  which  came  over,  may  either  be  kept 
as  it  is,  or  elfe  redified  per  arenam  in  a  gtefs  retort, 
and  ufed  in  Phyfick  •,  it  is  clean  of  another  taftc  than 
the  fpirit  of  common  fait  or  vitriol,  for  it  is  not 
fo  lharp-,  it  fmelleth  of  the  flints  after  a  fulphu- 
rebus  manner,  and  tafteth  urin- like,  and  it  is  very 
good  for  thofe  that  are  troubled  with  the  gout,  ftone 
and  Tifick :  for  it  provoketh  urin  and  fweat  mighti¬ 
ly,  and  (becaufe  it  cleanfeth  and  ftrengthneth  the 
ftomach )  it  alfo  maketh  one  have  a  good  appetite 
to  his  Viduals  What  it  can  do  elfe  is  unknown 
to  me  as  yet,  but  it  is  credible  that  it  may  ad  its 
part  in  many  other  difeafes,  which  is  left  free  for  e- 
very  one  to  try-  In  my  opinion  (fince  the  fpirit 
of  the  fait  of  Tartar  is  good  to  be  ufed  of  it  felf 
for  the  ftone,  and  that  here  it  is  ftrengthned  by  the 
fand,  which  have  the  fignature  of  the  ftone  of  the 
Microcofme)  there  is  hardly  any  particular  medi¬ 
cine,  which  can  go  beyond  it,  but  I  leave  every  one 
to  his  own  opinion  and  experience.  Externally  ufed, 
it  quencheth  inflammations  and  maketh  a  pure  skin, 
&c.  The  remainder,  which  I  bid  you  keep,  and  looks 
like  a  tranfparent  clear  glafs,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
moft  fixed  part  of  the  fait  of  Tartar  and  flints, 
which  joyned  themfelves  thus  in  the  beat,  and  turn¬ 
ed  to  a  foluble  glafs,  wherein  lyes  hid  a  great  heat' 
and  fire.  As  long  at  it  is  kept  dry  from  the  air, 
it  cannot  be  perceived  in  it :  but  if  you  pour  water 
upon  it,  then  its  fecret  heat  will  difeover  it  felf. 
If  you  make  it  to  fine  powder  in  a  warm  morten 
and  lay  it  ii^  a  ^oift  ^ir,  it  will  difiblve  and  melt 
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into  a  thick  and  fatoyl,  and  leave  fome  feces  behind. 
This  fat  liquor  or  oyl  of  Hints,  fand  or  crydal  may 
not  only  be  ufed  inwardly  and  outwardly  of  it  fclf^ 
but  allb  ferveth  to  prepare  minerals  ^nd  metals  in¬ 
to  good  medicines,  or  to  change  them  into  better 
by  Chymical  art.  For  many  great  ferrets  are  hid 
in  the  contemptible  pebie  or  fand  •,  widt  h  an  ig¬ 
norant  and  unexpert  man  (if  they  were  difclofed  to 
him^  would  hardly  believe:  for  this  prefent  world 
is  by  the  divels  craft  fo  farpolIelTed  with  curfed  filthy 
avarice,  that  they  feek  for  nothing  but  money,  but 
honeft  and  ingenious  fciences  are  not  regarded  at  all  ^ 
and  therefore  God  doth  dole  our  eyes  tliat  we  can: 
not  fee  what  lyeth  before  them,  and  v\e  trample  up¬ 
on  with  our  leet.  That  worthy  man hath 
given  it  us  fufficiently  to  underfland  when  lie  faith 
,  in  his  book  (containing  the  vexations  of  Alchymills) 
that  many  times  a  dcfpicable  Hint  caP:  at  a  Covv  is 
more  worth  than  the  Cow  ^  not  ohly  becaufe  that 
gold  may  be  melted  out  of  it,  but  alfo  that  other  in¬ 
ferior  metals  may  be  purified  thereby,  fo  that  they 
are  like  unto  the  bell  gold  and  filver  in  all  tryals^ 

I  and  although  I  never  got  any  great  profit  by  thedo= 
ing  of  it,  yet  it  doth  fuffice  me  that  I  have  feen  fe- 
j  veral  times  the  poflibility  and  truth  thereof,  which 
in  its  proper  place  Kkewife  (hall  be  taught. 

1  This  liquor  ot  Hints  is  of  that  nature  tovvard  the 
metals,  thacitraaketh  them  exceeding  fair,  but  not 
fo,  as  women  do  fcowre  their  veflelsof  tin,  copper, 
iron,  with  ly  and  fmall  fand,  till  all  filch  be  fcou- 
red  off,  and  that  they  get  a  bright  and  fair  glofs : 
but  the  metals  mult  be  diffblved  therein  by  Chymi¬ 
cal  art,  and  then  either  after  the  wet  or  dry  way  di- 
gefted  in  it  for  its  due  fpace  of  time  ;  which  Paracel- 
Jus  calleth  to  go  into  the  mothers  womb,  and  be  born 
again  :  if  this  be  done  rightly,  then  the  mother  will 
bring  forth  a  pure  child.  All  metals  are  engendred 
in  fand  or  ftone,  and  therefore  they  may  well  be 
called  the  mother  of  metals,  and  the  purer  the  mo¬ 
ther  is,  the  purer  and  founder  child  flie  will  bear, 
and  among  all  Hones  there  is  none  found  purer  than 
I  the  pebie,  cry  Hal  or  fand,  which  are  of  one  nature 
'  (if  they  be  fimple  and  not  impregnated  with  metals : ) 
And  therefore  the  pebie  or  fand  is  found  to  be  tlje 
fitteH  bath  to  walk  the  metal  withall.  But  he  that 
would  take  this  bath  to  be  the  Philofophers  fecret 
MenHruum,  whereby  they  exalt  ihe  King  unto  the 
higheH  purity,  would  be  millaken  ;  for  their  Balne¬ 
um  is  more  friendly  to  gold  by  reafon  of  its  affini¬ 
ty  with  it  than  with  other  metals,  but  this  doth  ea- 
1  fier  dillclve  other  metals  than  gold.  Whereby  it  is 
evident,  that  it  cannot  be  Btnard  his  fountain  (/Zrrw- 
hardi  fo'itina)  but  iPiuH  be  held  only  to  be  a  particu¬ 
lar  cleanfer  of  metals.  But  omitting  this,  and  leav¬ 
ing  it  to  the  further  pradlife  and  tryal  of  thofe  that 
want  no  time  nor  conveniency  for  to  fearch  what 
j  may  be  done  with  it,  let  us  take  notice  of  the  ufe 

'  of  this  liquor  in  phyfick,  for  which  ufes  fake  tHis 

i  book  is  written.  That  which  hath  been  faid,  was 
only  done  to  that  end,  that  we  may  obferve,  that  we 
i  muH  not  always  look  upon  dear  and  coHly  things, 

'  but  that  many  times  even  in  mean  and  contemptible 
'  things  (as  fand  &  pebles)  much  good  is  to  be  found. 

,  How  to  extra^  a  blood-red  TinPture  with  fpirit  of  wine 
j  out  of  the  liquor  of  peble-fiones. 

IF  you  will  extradl  a  tindlure  out  of  peble-Hones, 
for  ufe  in  Phyfick  or  in  Alchymy,  then  in  Head 
of  the  white  take  a  fair  yellow,  green  or  blew  pebie 
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or  flint,  whether  it  hold  fixed  or  volatile  gold,  and 
hrlt  with  fait  of  tartar  diHill  the  fpirit  thereof- 
or  ifybu  do  not  care  for  the  fpirit,  then  melt  the 
mixture  iii  a  covered  crucible  into  a  tranfparent,  fo- 
luble  and  fufible  glafs,  and  in  a  warm  morter  make 
It  into  fine  powder ;  put  this  powder  in  a  long  neck¬ 
ed  glafs,  and  pour  upon  it  redlified  fpirit  of  wine  (it 
ncedeth  not  to  be  depblegmed,  it  matters  not  if  it 

•n  •  L  remain  upon  it  in  a  gentle  warmth, 

till  It  be  turned  red  (the  glafs  with  the  prepared  pe- 
bJe  or  flints  muH  be  often  Hirrcd  about,  that  the  pe¬ 
bie  be  divided,  and  the  fpirit  of  wine  may  be  able  to 
work  upon  It)  then  pour  off  the  coloured  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  poiir  on  other,  and  jet  this  likewife  turn 
red  :  this  pouring  off  and  on  miiH  be  iterated  fo  oft¬ 
en,  till  the  fpirit  ot  wine  get  no  more  colour  out  of 
s'"  rintfturcd  fpirit  of  vVine  put  together, 

&  abHra<H  in  a  Balnenm  through  a  Limbeck  from  the 
Tineflure  which  will  remain  in  the  bottom  of  the 
glafs  body  like  a  red  juyee,  which  you  muH  take  out 
and  keep  for  its  ufe; 

The  ufe  of  the  findure  of  pebles  or  flints  in  Phyfli\. 

be  made  of  gold,  pebles  or 
Land,  is  to  be  held  for  none  of  the  leaH  medi¬ 
cines,  for  it  doth  powerfully  refiH  all  foluble  Tarta- 
reous  coagulations,  in  the  hands,  knees,  feet,  reins 
and  bladder;  and  although  in  want  of  thofe  that 
hold  gold,  it  be  extraded  but  Only  out  of  common 
white  pebie,  it  doth  ad  its  part  however,  though 
not  altogether  fo  well  as  the  filH.  Let  no  man  mar¬ 
vel,  that  fand  Or  pebles  made  potable,  have  fo  great 

tubings  are  known  to  ail;  and 
this  Tindure  is  more  powerful  yet,  if  firH  gold 
have  been  djffolved  with  the  liquor  of  pebles  before 
we  extradion.  And  let  no  man  imagine  that  this 
Tindure  comes  from  the  fait  of  Tartar  fwhich  is 
taken  to  the  preparing  of  the  oyl  of  fand)  becaufe 
that  of  it  felf  alfo  doth  colour  the  fpirit  of  wine,  for 
there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  this  Tindure’ and 
that,  which  is  extraded  out  of  the  fait  of  Tartar  : 
for  if  you  diHill  that  of  the  fait  of  tartar  in  a  little 
glafs  body  or  retort,  there  will  come  firH  a  clear  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  then  an  unfavory  phlegm,  and  a  fait  \\il/ 
remain  behind,  in  all  like  unto  common  fait  of  tar¬ 
tar,  wherein  after  its  calcining  not  the  leaft  colour 
appeareth,  and  becaufe  none  came  over  neither,  it 
might  be  quellioned  where  it  remained  ^heh 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  it  wasnotatrfletikdure' 
but  only  that  the  fulphur  in  the  fpirit  of  wine  was 
exalted  or  graduated  by  the  corporeal  fait  of  tar¬ 
tar,  and  fo  got  a  red  colour,  which  it  Jofeth  as  foori 
as  the  fait  of  tartar  is  taken  from  it,  and  reaffiametli 
Its  former  white  colour :  even  as  it  hapndh  alfo, 
when  the  fait  of  Urin,  or  of  harts- horn  or  foot,  or 
any  other  like  urinous  fait  Is  digeHed  with  fpirit  of 
wine,  that  the  fpirit  turneth  fed  of  it,  but  nor  hit- 
iDgly,  but  juH  fo  as  it  falls  out  with  the  fait  of  tar¬ 
tar,  for  if  by  redification  it  be!  feparated  again  from 
the  fpirit  of  wine,  each  (v/t.  both  the  fait  and  alfo 
the  fpirit  of  wine)  doth  recover  again  its  former  co 
lour,  whereby  it  appeareth,  that  (as  above  faid)  it 
was  not_  a  true  tindure.  He  that  will  not  believe 
it,  let  him  dilTolve  but  |  i.  of  common  white  fait 
of  tartar  in  tb  i.  of  fpirit  of  wine,  and  the  fpirit 
will  turn  as  red  of  it,  as  if  it  had  Hood  a  long  time 
upon  feveral  pounds  of  blew  or  green  calcined  falc 
of  tartar ;  and  if  I  had  not  tryed  it  my  felf  feve¬ 
ral  times,  I  ffiould  have  alfo  been  of  that  opinion : 

N  but 
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but  becaufe  I  found  it  to  be  otherwife,  therefore  I 
would  not  omit  to  fet  down  my  opinion  ;  though 
know  I  (hall  deferve  fmall  thanks  of  fome,  efpecial- 
ly  of  thofe  which  rather  will  err  with  the  greater 
numberj  than  to  know  and  confefs  the  truth  with 
thelefs  number-  However,  I  do  not  fay,  that  the 
fuppofed  tinfture  of  the  fait  of  Tartar  is  of  no  ver- 
tue  or  ufelefs ;  for  I  know  well  enough  that  it  is 
found  very  effedlual  in  many  difeafes :  for  the  pureft 
part  of  the  fait  of  Tartar  hath  been  dillolved  by  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  it  being  thus  coloured  thereby,  and 
therefore  that  tindured  fpirit  of  wine  may  very  fit¬ 
ly  be  ufed.  Rut  as  for  the  Tindure,  which  is  ex- 
traded  out  of  the  prepared  pebles,  it  is  clean  of  a- 
notlier  condition :  for  if  you  abftrad  the  fpirit  of 
wine  from  it,  though  it  alfo  cometh  over  white,  yet 
there  remaineth  a  deep  tindured  fait,  whofe  colour 
is  lading  in  the  ftrongeft  fire,  and  therefore  may  be 
counted  a  true  Tindure- 

Horv  by  the  help  of  this  liquor  out  of  Gold  its  red  colour 

may  be  extraUcd  fo  that  it  remains  white . 

'  His  oyl  or  liquor  of  pebles  is  of  fuch  a  condi- 
tic»,  that  it  doth  precipitate  all  metals  which 
are  diilblved  by  corrofives,  but  not  after  that  man¬ 
ner  as  the  fait  of  Tartar  doth  ^  for  the  calx  of  me¬ 
tals  which  is  precipitated  by  this  liquor;  (becaufe 
that  the  pebles  do  mingle  themfelves  therewith)  is 
grown  much  heavier  thereby,  than  if  it  had  been 
only  precipitated  with  fait  of  Tartar. 

For  example,  diflblve  in  .Aqua  Regia  as  much  Gold 
as  vou  pleafe,  and  pour  of  this  liquor  upon  it,  till 
all  the  Gold  fall  to  the  bottom  like  a  yellow  powder, 
and  the  folution  turn  white  and  clear,  which  you 
muft  pour  off,  and  edulcorate  the  precipitated  Gold 
with  fweet  water,  and  then  dry  it  (as  you  was  taught 
to  do  with  the  Aurum  fulminans)  and  you  need  not 
fear  that  it  will  kindle  and  fulminate  in  the  drying, 
as  it  ufeth  to  do,  when  it  is  precipitated  with  fait 
of  Tartar  or  fpirit  of  urin,  but  you  may  boldly  dry 
it  by  the  fire,  and  it  will  look  like  yellow  earth,  and 
will  weigh  as  heavy  again  as  the  Gold  did  weigh 
before  the  folution  •,  the  caufe  of  which  weight  is, 
the  peble  Hones,  which  did  precipitate  themfelves 
together  with  the  Gold.  For  the  Aqua  Regia  by 
its  acidity  hath  mortified  the  fait  of  Tartar,  and  rob¬ 
bed  it  of  its  vertues  fo,  that  it  could  not  choofe  but 
let  fall  the  aflumed  pebles  or  fand  \  on  the  other 
fide,  the  fait  of  Tartar  which  was  in  the  liquor  of 
pebles,  hath  annihilated  the  (harpnefs  of  the  Aqua 
Rtgia^  fo  that  it  could  not  keep  the  dilfolved  gold 
any  longer,  whereby  both  the  gold  and  the  pebles 
are  freed  from  their  dilTolver. 

This  edulcorated  and  dryed  yellow  powder  put 
into  a  clean  crucible,  and  fet  it  between  live  coals, 
that  it  begin  to  be  red  hoc,  but  not  long,  and  the 
yellow  will  be  changed  into  the  fairell  purple  co¬ 
lour,  which  is  pleafant  to  behold,  but  if  you  let  it 
Hand  longer,  then  the  purple  colour  vanilheth,  and 
it  turns  to  a  brown  and  brick  colour :  and  therefore 
if  you  defire  to,  have  a  fair  purple  coloured  gold, 
you  mull  take  if  off  from  the  fire,  as  foon  as  it  is 
come  to  that  colour,  and  let  it  not  Hand  any  longer, 
elfe  it  lofeth  that  colour  again. 

This  fair  gold-powder  may  be  ufed  by  the  rich 
('which  are  able  to  pay  for  it  )  from  9i.  to  Zfs. 
in  convenient  vehicles ;  and  in  all  difeafes,  where 
fweating  is  needful :  for  befides  the  provoking  of 
fweat,  it  comforteth  not  only  the  heart,  but  alfo 


by  the  vertue  of  the  peble  it  expelleth  the  Hone 
in  the  reins  and  bladder  (  if  it  be  not  grown  to 
the  height  of  hardnefs)  like  fand  together  with 
the  urine:  fo  that  it  may  be  fafely  ufed  as  well 
to  prevent,  as  to  cure  the  plague,  gout  and  Hone- 

How  to  make  further  out  of  this  purple  colou¬ 
red  gold  a  foluble  Ruby  for  medicinal  ufe ,  fliall 
be  taught  in  the  fourth  part :  for  in  regard  that 
it  muH  be  done  by  a  Hrong  fire  in  a  crucible,  it 
doth  not  belong  hither ,  but  to  its  proper  place, 
where  other  like  Medicaments  are  taught  to  be 
made. 

If  you  will  extra(ft  the  colour  out  of  this  preci¬ 
pitated  gold,  then  pour  upon  it  (  before  it  be  put 
into  the  fire  for  to  calcin  )  of  the  HrqngeH  fpirit  of 
fait,  and  in  a  gentle  heat  the  fpirit  will  diffolve 
part  of  the  gold,  which  will  be  much  fairer  and 
deeper  in  colour ,  than  if  it  had  been  done  with 
Aqua  Rtgia  :  upon  this  folution  pour  five  or  fix 
times  as  much  of  dephlegmed  fpirit  of  wine,  and 
digeH  both  together  its  due  time,  then  by  the  di- 
geHion'of  a  long  time,  part  of  the  Gold  will  lall 
out  of  the  folution  to  the  bottom  like  a  fair  white 
ponder,  which  may  be  reduced  with  Borax  or  fait 
nitre  and  Tartar;  it  is  white  like  filver,  and  as 
heavy  as  other  gold,  and  may  eafily^  get  its  coloui 
again  by  the  help  of  Antimony-  d  he  refidue  out 
of  which  the  white  gold  is  fain,  "fiz,.  the  fpirit  of 
fait  mingled  with  the  fpirit  of  wine,  muH  be  alv 
HraCted  from  the  TiniHure,  and  there  will  remain 
a  pleafant  Ibwre  liquor  coloured  by  the  gold,  u];^ 
on  the  bottom  of  the  glafs  body,  which  is  almoH 
of  the  fame  vertue,  which  above  hath  been  aHri- 
bed  to  other  tindures  of  gold-  Efpecially  this  li¬ 
quor  of  gold  Hrengthneth  the  heart ,  brain ,  and 

Homach.  ,  r  • 

N-  B.  Sometimes  there  comes  over  with  the  ipi- 
rit  of  wine  a  little  red  oyl,  which  the  Hrong  fpi¬ 
rit  of  fait  hath  feparated  from  the  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  it  is  impregnated  with  the  Tindure  of  Gold. 
It  is  an  excellent  cordial,  few  are  found  like  unto 
it ,  whereby  weak  people  decayed  by  ficknefs  or 
age,  may  be  kept  alive  a  long  time,  they  taking 
daily  fome  drops  of  it,  who  elfe  for  want  of  the 
humidum  radacale ,  would  be  forced  to  exchange 

their  life  for  death-  .  •  -r-  ^ 

Here  fome  body  may  ask,  whether  this  1  indure 
is  to  be  counted  or  taken  for  a  true  Tindure  of 
Gold ;  or  whether  there  be  another  better  to  be 

found  ?  ,  ,  ,  j 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  though  many  may  hold 
it  to  be  fuch,  and  I  my  felf  do  call  it  fo  here,  yet 
that  after  due  examination  it  v|ill  not  prove  to  be 
fuch :  for  although  fome  vertue  is  taken  from  the 
gold  by  this  way ,  yet  it  doth  Hill  keep  its  life, 
though  it  be  grown  weak  and  pale,  becaufe  it  can 
fo  eafily  recover  its  former  found  colour  by  a  con¬ 
temptible  mineral :  if  its  true  Tindure  or^  foul 
were  gone  from  it,  furely  an  inferiour  mineral 
could  not  reHore  it  to  life,  but  of  neceffity  there^ 
would  be  required  fuch  a  thing  for  to  do  it,  which 
hath  not  only  fo  much,  as  it  hath  need  of  for  it 
felf,  but  hath  a  tranfeendent  power  to  give  life  unto 
dead  things.  As  we  may  fee  by  a  man  or  any  fen- 
fible  beaH ,  that  if  they  have  loH  their  vigor  by 
adverfities ,  in  that  no  life  more  is  perceived  m 
them  yet  by  medicines  fit  for  the  purpofe,  they 
may  be  refrefhed ,  and  brought  to  their  former 
health,  fo  that  their  former  difeafe  appeareth  no 

more  in  them:  but  if  their  foul  be  once  gone, the 
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dead  body  can  by  no  medicines  be  reftored  unto 
life  again,  but  mufl;  remain  dead  .fo  long,  till  he 
in  whofe  power  it  is  to  give  and  to  take  life,  have 
mercy  upon  it.  So  likewife  it  is  to  be  underftood 
of  gold  ,  when  its  colour  is  taken  from  it ,  and 
yet  its  life  is  left,  which  by  the  help  of  Antimo¬ 
ny,  being  its  medicine,  as  alfo  by  the  help  of  iron 
or  copper  can  be  reftored  unto  it ,  fo  that  it  re- 
covereth  its  former  fair  colours,  fo  that  you  can¬ 
not  fee  at  all,  that  it  ailed  any  thing  before.  But 
if  its  life  be  gone  from  the  body,  it  is  impoftible 
for  any  ordinary  metal  or  mineral  to  reftore  it  to 
life,  but  it  muft  be  done  by  fuch  a  thing ,  which 
is  more  than  Gold  it  felf  hath  been  :  for  even  as 
a  living  man  cannot  give  life  unto  a  dead  man, 
but  GOD  muft  do  it  who  hath  created  man  •,  fo 
Gold  cannot  reftore  to  dead  Gold ,  the  life  which 
hath  been  taken  from  it,  and  how  could  it  then  be 
done  by  an  unfixt  mineral  ?  But  there  is  required 
a  true  Philofopher  for  to  do  it,  fuch  a  one  as 
hath  good  knowledge  of  gold  and  its  compolition. 

Now  as  we  heard  that  like  cannot  help  its  like, 
but  he  that  fhall  help,  muft  be  more,  than  he  that 
looks  for  help  from  him:  Hence  it  is  evident, 
that  the  Tindure ,  whofe  remaining  body  (  from 
which’ it  is  taken)  is  ftill  gold,  can  be  no  true 
tindure  for  if  it  fliall  be  a  true  tindure,  it  muft 
confift  in  its  three  principles,  and  how  can  it  con- 
lift  therein,  the  body  from  whence  it  came  being 
yet  alive  ,  and  polTefling  invilibly  all  its  three 
principles?  How  can  a  mans  foul  be  taken  from 
him,  and  yet  the  body  live  ftill  ?  Some  will  fay, 
that  for  all  that ,  this  may  be  counted  a  true  tin- 
dure  ,  although  the  body  ftill  remain  gold ,  and 
have  kept  its  life :  even  as  man  may  fpare  fome 
blood  out  of  his  body,  which  though  it  will  make 
him  fomewhat  pale ,  yet  he  liveth  ftill ,  and  the 
loft  blood  may  be  fupplyed  again  by  good  meat 
and  drink.  But  what  lame  and  fenfelefs  objedi- 
ons  are  thefe Who  would  be  fo  limple  as  to 
think,  that  a  handful  of  blood  may  be  compared 
to  a  mans  life  ?  I  believe  no  wife  man  will  do  it. 
Although  life  goeth  forth  with  the  blood,  yet  the 
blood  is  not  the  life  it  felf ;  elfe  the  dead  could 
be  raifed  thereby,  if  a  cup  full  of  it  were  poured 
into  a  dead  body,  but  where  was  fuch  a  thing 
ever  heard  or  feen  ?  With  fuch  groundlefs>  opi¬ 
nions  fome  did  prefume  to  cenfure  the  truth ,  fet 
down  in  my  treatife  de  Auro  potabili  vero,  faying, 
Gekr  and  Liilhus  were  alfo  of  opinion,  that  a  true 
tindure  can  be  extraded  out  of  gold,  the  fame  ne- 
verthelefs  remaining  good  gold :  but  it  may  be  asked, 
Vfhat  it  hathdoft  then  for  to  yield  a  true  Tin¬ 
dure,  lince  it  remained  good  gold  ?  Here  no  bo¬ 
dy  will  be  at  home  for  to  anfwer  I  doubt*  What 
are  the  Writings  of  Geher  or  Lully  to  me  ?  What 
they  have  written  I  do  not  defpife,  they  were  high¬ 
ly  enlightned  and  experienced  Philofophers  ^  and 
would  defend  '  their  writings  fufficiently ,  ’  if  they 
were  alive :  and  what  1  write  j  1  am  alfo  able  to 
maintain.  ;f,  ^  'T‘i  I  r 

Do  thofe  nien  think,  that  the  writings  oS  jSeber 
and  Lully  are  to  be  underftood  according  unto  the 
bare  letter  ?  (hew  me  a  tindure  of  gold  which  was 
made  by  the  writings  of  Geber  or  Lully  ?  if  it  were 
fo,  then  every  idiot  or  novice,  th&t  could  but  read 
Latine,  would  not  only  by  their  writings  be  able  to 
make  the  Tindure  of  gojd,  but  alfo  the  Philofo- 
phers  ftone  it  felf,  whereof  they  have  written  at  large  ^ 
which.  doth  not  follow,  becaufe  it  is  feen  by  daily 


I  experience,  that  the  moft  worldly  learned  men  fpenC 
many  years,  and  have  been  at  vaft  charges,  and  ta¬ 
ken  great  pains,  and  ftudied  in  their  books  day  and 
night,  and  found  not  the  leaft  thing  in  them. 

Now  if  fuch  Philofophers  were  to  be  underftood 
literally,  doubtlefs  there  would  not  be  fo  many  poor 
decay’d  Alchymifts-  Therefore  the  writings  of 
fuch  worthies  are  not  to  be  underftood  according  to 
the  letter,  but  according  to  the  myftical  fenfe  hid 
under  the  letter. 

But  becaufe  the  truth  is  eclipfed  in  their  books 
by  fo  many  feducing  and  fophiftical  proceftes,  there 
will  hardly  any  man  be  able  to  pick  it  out  from  fo 
many  feducements,  unlefs  a  light  from  God  be  given 
to  him  firft,  whereby  he  may  be  able  fo  to  perufe 
the  dark  writings  of  thofe  men,  that  he  know  how 
to  feparate  the  parabolical  fpeeches,  from  thofe  that 
are  true  in  the  letter  it  felf :  or  if  an  honeft  God¬ 
ly  Chymift  by  the  grace  of  God  in  his  labours  do 
hit  upon  the  right  fteps,  and  yet  do  doubt,  whe¬ 
ther  he  be  in  the  right  way  or  no,  then  by  read¬ 
ing  of  good  and  true  Philofophers  books,  he  may 
at  laft  learn  out  of  them  the  firm  and  conftant  truth  : 
elfe  hardly  any  ones  defire  may  be  obtained  out  of 
their  books,  but  rather  after  the  pretious  time  fpent, 
means  and  health  wafted,  a  man  fhall  be  forced  to 
fall  a  begging  at  laft. 

In  like  manner,  if  the  true  tinfture  be  taken  from 
Copper,  the  reft  is  no  more  a  metal,  nor  by  any 
Art  or  force  of  fire  can  be  reduced  to  a  metallical 
fubftance. 

N.  B.  But  if  you  leave  fome  tincture  in  it,  then 
it  may  be  reduced  into  a  brittle  gray  body,  like  un¬ 
to  iron,  but  brittle- 

Another  way  to  extract  a  good  Tindure  out  of  gold  by 
the  help  of  the  liquor  of  fand  cr  pebles. 

TAke  of  that  gold  calx  ( which  was  precipitated 
with  the  oyl  of  fand)  one  part,  and  three  or 
four  parts  of  the  liquor  of  cryftals  or  of  fand,  mix 
the  gold  calx  in  a  good  crucible  with  the  liquor , 
and  fet  this  mixture  into  a  gentle  heat,  fo  that  the 
moyftnefs  may  evaporate  from  the  oyl  of  fand  which 
is  not  ealily  done ;  for  the  peble  or  fand,  by  reafbn 
of  their  drynefs  keep  and  hold  the  moyftnefs,  and 
will  not  let 'it  go  eafily  •  it  rifeth  in  the  pot  or  cru¬ 
cible,  as  borax  or  Allome  doth  when  you  calcine 
them ;  therefore  the  crucible,  muft  not  be  filled  a- 
bove  half,  that  the  liquor  together  with  the  gold 
may  have  room  enough,  and  do  not  run  over  the 
pot :  and  when  it  rifeth  no  more,  then  ftrengthen 
the  fire,  till  the  pot  be  red-hot.  The  mixture  ftand- 
ing  faft,  put  a  lid  upon  it,  which  may  clofe  well , 
that  no  coals,  afties,  or  other  impurity  may  fall  in¬ 
to  it,  and  give  it  fo  ftrong  fire  in  a  winde  furnace, 
that  the  liquor  together  with  the  gold  calx  may 
melt  like  water  *,  keep  it  melting  fo  long,  till  the 
liquor  and  gold  together  be  like  unto  a  tranfparent 
fair  ruby,  which  will  be  done  in  an  hours  time  or 
thereabouts;  then  pour  it  forth  into  a  clean  cop¬ 
per  morter,  let  it  cool,  and  then  make  it  into  pow¬ 
der,  and  pour  fpirit  of  wine  upon  it  for  to  ex- 
tradl,  which  will  look  like  unto  thin  blood  :  and  will 
prove  more  effedual  in  ufe,  than  the  above  deferibed' 
Tinfture. 

The  refidue  from  which  the  Tinfture  is  extraft- 
ed,  muft  be  boyled  with  lead,  and  precipitated  and 
driven  off  as  you  do  oares,and  you  will  get  the 
remaining,  gold ,  which  went  not  into  the  fpirit  of 

N  2  wine 
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wine  but  it  is  very  pale  ard  turned  like  unto  fil" 
Ver  in  colour,  which  if  it  be  melted  by  Antimony? 
ic  recoverech  its  former  colour  without  any  confi- 
derablc  lofs  in  the  weight.  How  the  melting  in 
fvucibles,  and  boyling  of  the  remaining  gold  is  to 
be  done,  fhall  be  more  pnp.aiually  fet  down  in  the 
fourth  part;  I  know  leveral  other  fine  procefies? 
for  to  exiraft  the  colour  ealily  out  of  gold ;  but 
becaule  the  gold  mufi:  be  firlt  made  fit  for  it  by  melt¬ 
ing  in  a  crucible,  and  that  it  is  not  pertinent  to 
fpeak  of  that  operation  here  in  this  fecond  part , 
therefore  it  lhall  be  referved  for  the  fourth,  where 
you  lhall  be  informed  at  large,  not  onely  how  to 
prepare  Gold,  Antimony  and  other  minerals?  and 
make  them  fit  for  extradtion,  but  alfo  how  to  re¬ 
duce  them  into  a  tranfpar  ;nr,  foluble  and  fire-proof 
Ruby  (  which  are  none  of  the  meanefl:  medicines  ) 
and  as  ic  was  done  here  with  the  gold,  fo  you  may 
proceed  likewife  with  ocher  metals  and  minerals  for 
to  extrad  their  colours.  And  therefore  being  need- 
lefs  to  deferibe  each  metals  tindure  by  it  felf,  all 
the  procefies  of  them  fiiall  be  difclofed  in  one  ? 
v-z..  in  that  of  gold.  The  book  would  grow  too 
big,  if’I  fiiould  deferibe -them  feverally,  which  1 
count  needlefs  to  do. .  Let  this  fuffice  for  this  Se¬ 
cond  part?  that  we  have  taught,  how  to  extrad  out 
of  the  gold  its  colour  after  a  common  way.  Which 
indeed  are  good  medicines,  but  for  ought  I  know 
of  no  ufe  in  Alchymy.  But  he  that  feeketh  to  have 
a  true  Tindure  cut  of  gold,  let  him  endeavour 
firft  CO  deftroy  the  gold  by  the  univerfal  Mercury, 
and  to  turn  the  infide  outward,  and  the  outfide  in¬ 
ward?  and  proceed  further  according  unto  art,  then 
the  foul  of  gold  will  eafily  joyn  it  felf  with  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  come  to  be  a  good  medicine , 
whereof  more  in  my  treatife  de  auro  potabili  is  hand- 1 
»  led.  If  one  know  the  Chalybs  of  Sandivogius^  which  | 
is  well  to  be  had,  he  might  with  little  labour  quick: 
ly  get  a  good  medicine :  but  becaufe  we  Ihew  our 
felves  ftill  ungrateful  children  unto  God?  therefore 
it  is  no  marvel,  that  he  withdraweth  his  hand  from 
us,  and  leaveth  us  in  errors. 

what  farther  may  be  dot  e  rvith  the  liquor  of  pebles. 

Many  more  profitable  things,  as  well  in  Alchy¬ 
my,  as  in  medicine,  may  be  compafled  by  the 
oyl  of  fand  *,  as  for  example,  to  make  fair  paint¬ 
ing  colours  out  of  metals,  which  abide  in  all 
elements :  Alfo  to  frame  all  forts  of  tranfparent  hard 
ftones  out  of  cryftal,  which  in  beauty  are  like  un¬ 
to  the  natural,  yea  fairer  fometimes ;  alfb  how  to 
make  many  fair  Amaufes  or  Enamels  and  the  like 
profitable  arts :  but  they  belonging  not  to  this  fecond 
part?  lhall  be  referved  for  the  fourth,  where  all 
fuch  (hall  be  taught  very  punftually  with  all  the  cir- 
eumftances  thereunto  relating. 

How  by  the  help  of  this  liquor  to  make 
trees  to  grow  out  of  metals,  with  their 
colours. 

yllthongh  this  procefs  in  Phyftck  may  be  of  no  great  ufe  : 
yet  ui  regard  that  toaChymical  Phyjitian  it  gives  good 
information  of  the  condition  of  natural  things,  and  their 
change.  I  thought  it  not  amifs  to  fet  it  down  here. 

TAke  of  the  above  defciibed  oylmade  of  fand?  pe: 

bles  or  cryftals  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  mix 
therewith  a  like  quantity  of  the  lixivium  of  Tar¬ 


tar?  lhake  both  well  together,  fo  that  the  thick  li¬ 
quor  may  not  be  perceived  in  the  lixivium,  but  be 
throughly  incorporated  therewith,  both  being  turn¬ 
ed  to  a  thin  folution,  and  then  your  water  is  pre¬ 
pared,  wherein  the  metals  do  grow. 

The  metals  mull  be  firft  difiblved  in  their  proper 
corrofive  Menflruums^  and  the  Menfirmm  mult  be 
quite  abllrafled  from  thence  again ,  but  not  too 
near,  that  the  calx  of  the  metal  may  not  grow 
red-hot,  whereby  its  growing  vertue  would  be  taken 
from  ic.  Then  take  it  out  of  the  little  glafs-body, 
and  break  it  in  pieces  abont  the  bignefs  of  a  pulfe, 
and  put  them,  in  the  above  deferibed  liquor  in  a 
deer  bright  glafs,  that  the  growing  of  the  metals 
may  be  difeerned  through  it;  and  as  foon  as  the  pre¬ 
pared  metals  are  taken  one  of  the  glafs  body,  they 
mull  be  kept  from  the  aire,  elfe  they  lofe  their 
growing  vertue.  Therefore  thus  dry  they  muft  be 
broken  in  pieces,  and  laid  in  the  bottom  of  the  glafs 
(wherein  the  liquor  is)  a  fingers  breadth  one  from 
another  afunder?  and  muft  not  be  laid  together  on  a 
heap.  The  glafs  muft  ftand  ftill  in  a  quiet  place, 
and  the  metal  will  prcfently  fwell  in  it,  and  thruft 
forth  fome  bulks,  out  of  which  branches  and  twigs 
do  grow?  fo  finely,  that  one  lhall  admire  at  it ;  and 
let  none  think  that  this  growing  ferveth  only  for  to 
pleafe  the  eye,  for  fome  fpecial  thing  is  hid  in  it; 
for  all  fand  or  pebles,  although  they  be  white,  invi- 
fibly  containeth  a  hidden  tindure  or  r.olden  fulphur, 
which  none  without  expeiieiice  .will  be  able  to  be¬ 
lieve  ;  for  if  for  a  time  yon  digeft  the  pure  filings 
of  lead  in  it,  there  will  gold  come  to  ftick  to  the 
outfide  thereof  fwhich  gold  may  be  walhed  off  with 
water )  and  the  lead  will  look  as  if  it  were  gilded. 
Which  gold  came  from  no  where  elfe  but  from 
the  fand  or  pebles?  although  they  were  white  and 
clear?  fo  that  it  could  not  be  perceived  in  them. 
It  fheweth  alfo  its  meliorating  vertue,  when  the 
metals  do  grow  therein,  and  for  a  certain  fpace  of 
time  are  digefted  therewith.  For  it  may  be  feen 
apparently,  that  the  metals  in  the  growing  do  in- 
creafe  from  this  liquor,  and  attrad  what  is  for 
their  turn ;  which  hence  alfo  may  be  perceived , 
that  when  but  as  much  as  the  bignefs  of  a  pea  grow- 
eth  therein,  ic  will  grow  twice  or  thrice  as  big, 
which  is  worthy  to  be  confidered  of.  Alfo  the  pe¬ 
bles  or  fand-ftones  are  the  natural  matrixes  of  metals, 
and  there  appeareth  a  great  fympathy  between  them? 
efpecially  between  the  unripe  metals  and  them  ;  as  if 
nature  Ihould  fay  to  fuch  raw  or  unripe  metals,  return 
into  your  mothers  womb,  and  ftay  there  the  due  time, 
till  you  have  attained  there  to  perfed  ripenefs,  for 
you  were  taken  thence  too  foon  againft  my  will. 
Further,  out  of  this  liquor  there  may  be  made  a  good 
borras  to  reduce  the  metals  thereby.  There  may 
be  made  alfo  with  this  liqour  fair  glafed  and  firm 
colours  upon  earthen  velfels  like  unto  PorceHan  or 
China.  Alfo  by  boyling  it  with  water,  a  tender 
impalpable  fnow-white  earth  may  be  precipitated 
out  of  it,  whereof  there  may  be  made  veflels  like 
unto  PorceHan. 

Many  other  nfeftil  things  may  be  brought  to  pafs 
thereby  in  mechanical  bufine(res,needlefs  here  to  relate. 

Alfo  the  unripe  and  volatile  minerals  may  be  fix¬ 
ed  and  ripened  thereby,  fo  that  not  only  they  may 
be  the  fitter  to  be  ufed  in  Phyfick,  but  alfo  the 
volatile  gold  and  lilver  contained  in  them  may  be 
faved  thereby,  whereof  more  in  the  fourth  part. 

N.  B.  Hither  belongs  alfo  the  procefs  of  the 
fpirit  of  lead,  Virgins-milk  and  Dragons  blood- 
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^  Of  the  fpirit  of  urine  and  of  the  volatile  fpirit  of  fait 

jirmoniacki 

Out  of  urine  or  fait  Armoniack ,  a  powerful 
and  penetrating  fpirit  may  be  made  feveral 
wayes,  which  not  only  is  to  be  ufed  in  phifick  for 
many  difeafes?  but  is  alfo  found  very  ufeful  in  me¬ 
chanical  and  chymical  operations,  as  followeth. 

Take  of  the  urine  of  found  men  living  chaft,  ga¬ 
ther  a  good  quantity  together  in  a  wooden  vellel) 
let  it  ftand  for  its  time  to  putrefy,  and  diftil  a 
fpirit  thereof,  which  afterward  in  a  great  glafs 
retort  with  a  wide  neck  mull  be  reftified  from  cal¬ 
cined  tartar,  and  ftill  that  which  cometh  over  firft, 
may  be  faved  by  it  felf ,  and  fo  the  fecond  and 
third  alfo,  the  ftrongeft  may  be  ufed  for  the  pre¬ 
paring  of  metallical  medicines,  and  the  weaker  for 
a  medicine  alone  by  its  felf,  or  elfe  mingled  with 
lit  vehicles  :  The  fait  which  in  the  reftificaticn 
cometh  over  with  the  ftrongeft  fpirit;  may  be 
put  to  the  weakeft ,  to  make  it  the  ftronger ,  or 
elfc  it  may  be  faved  by  it  felf  in  a  good  ftrong 
glafs. 

But  becaufe  the  fpirit  of  urine  is  tedious  to 
make ,  therefore  I  will  Ihew,  how  to  get  it  ealier 
out  of  fait  Armoniack.  The  preparation  is  thus. 

Take  of  fait  ^moniack  ,  and  lapis  calatninaris^ 
and  make  each  by  it  felf  into  powder  ,  and  then 
mix  them  together,  and  call  of  it  into  the  red  hot 
velTel  at  once  no  more  than  or  i  i-  Unto  the 
velTel  there  muft  be  applyed  a  great  receiver :  for 
this  fpirit  goeth  with  fuch  a  force  and  power, 
that  it  were  impoflible  to  diftil  it  in  a  retort  with¬ 
out  danger  or  lofs,  for  I  broke  more  than  one  re¬ 
ceiver  with  it,  before  I  did  invent  this  inftrument. 
The  fpirits  being  well  fetled  in  the  receiver ,  call 
in  more  of  your  mixture ;  this  continue  fo  long  till 
all  your  matter  is  caft  in ;  then  take  off  the  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  pour  the  fpirit  into  a  ftrong  glafs, 
which  muft  be  well  clofed  at  the  top,  but  not  with 
wax  and  a  bladder,  becaufe  it  fofteneth  the  wax, 
and  doth  penetrate  through  the  bladder ;  but  firft 
ftop  it  with  paper,  then  melt  Lacca  or  fulphur,  and 
pour  it  upon  it ,  fo  that  it  come  to  be  very  well 
clofed,  and  then  it  will  not  be  able  to  exhale,  or 
thou  mayft  get  fuch  glaffes  made ,  as  in  the  fifth 
part  fliall  be  tanght,  for  to  keep  all  the  fubtle  fpirits 
in  them,  for  more  fecurity  fake.  And  this  fpirit,  if 
no  water  have  been  mixt  with  it  in  the  receiver, 
needeth  no  rectifying  :  but  he  that  will  have  it 
ftronger  yet,  may  rectify  it  by  a  glafs  retort,  and 
£6  keep  it  for  ufe. 

And  this  is  the  beft  way  to  make  a  ftrong  fpi¬ 
rit  out  of  fait  armoniack :  the  fame  may  be  done 
alfo,  by  taking  of  filed  Zinck ,  inftead^  of  lapis  ca~ 
Umwaris :  alfo  by  adding  of  fait  of  tartar ,  fait 
made  of  the  Lee  of  wood  alhes,  unquencht  lime, 
and  the  like :  but  the  fpirit  is  nothing  near  fo  ftrong 
( although  all  thofe  things  may  be  done  with  it, 
that  are  done  with  the  former  )  as  that  which  is 
made  with  lapis  calaminaris  or  Zinck* 

The  proceft  or  the  manner  of  making  it,  is  this : 

TAke  Ife  i.  of  fait  armoniack  made  into  powder, 
and  as  much  of  fait  of  tartar,  mix  both  to¬ 
gether  by  the  help  of  a  lye  made  of  tartar,  or  on¬ 
ly  with  common  water,  fo  that  all  come  to  be  like 


a  pap,  and  caft  in  one  fpoonful  thereof  at, once’ 
into  the  diftillmg  veffel ,  then  caft  in  more  till  yoU 
have  fpirit  enough. 

N.b.  The  fait  of  tartar  may  alfo  be  mixed  dry 
with  the  fait  Armoniack  without  any  lye  or  wa¬ 
ter  ,  and  fo  diftilled  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  good,  as 
when  the  mixture  is  tempered  with  lye  or  water : 
for  if  it  be  caft  in  dry,  the  fpirit  will  come  over 
in  the  form  of  a  volatile  fait :  but  if  the  mixture 
have  been  moiftened,  then  moft  part  thereof  will 
come  over  like  a  fiery  burning  fpirit:  In  like  man¬ 
ner  alfo  the  mixture  of  Lyme  and  fait  Armoniack 
may  be  tempered  nioift,  and  it  will  yield  more  fpi¬ 
rit  than  if  it  be  diftilled  dry. 

It  may  be  asked :  Why  lapis  calaminaris ,  Zinck 
and  unquencht  lyme,  calcined  tartar,  fait  of  pot- 
alhes,  fixed  fait  nitre  or  the  like  things  prepared 
by  the  fire,  muft  be  added  unto  fait  Armoniack,  and 
whether  it  be  not  as  good  to  add  fome  bolus ,  or 
other  earth  ( as  ufually  is  done  to  other  fairs  jf 
and  fo  to  diftil  a  fpirit  of  it  ?  To  which  I  an- 
fwer,  that  there  are  two  forts  of  fait  in  fait  Ar¬ 
moniack,  viz.,  a  common  acid  fait,  and  a  volatile 
fait  of  urine,  which  without  mortifying  of  one  of 
them,  cannot  be  feparated;  for  as  foon  as  they 
feel  the  heat,  the  volatile  fait  of  urine  carrieth  the 
acid  fait  upwards,  and  they  both  together  yield  a 
fublimate,  of  the  fame  nature  and  effence  with  com¬ 
mon  fait  armoniack  which  is  riot  fublimed,  onely 
it  is  purer  than  the  common-  And  no  fpirit 
would  come  over  from  it,  if  it  fliould  be  ming¬ 
led  with  bole ,  brick ,  duft ,  fand ,  or  any  other 
ftrengthlefs  earth,  and  fo  diftilled ,  but  the  whole 
falt^  as  it  is  of  it  felf  ( leaving  its  earthy  fubftance 
behind  )  would  fublime  thus  dry  :  but  that  it  fall- 
eth  out  otherwife  with  the  lapis  calaminaris  ( which 
is  alfo  like  an  earth  )  fo  that  a  feparation  of  th& 
falts  is  wrought  thereby,  and  a  volatile  fpirit  com¬ 
eth  over;  the  reafon  is,  that  the  lapis  calaminaris 
and  Zinck  are  of  fuch  a  nature ,  that  they  have  a 
great  affinity  with  all  acid  things,  and  do  love 
them ,  and  are  loved  by  them  likewife  (  whereof 
fome  mention  hath  been  maeje  in  the  firft  part )  fo 
that  the  acid  fait  fticks  to  it  in  the  warmth,  and  u- 
niteth  it  felf  with  it,  and  the  volatile  fait  is  fet 
free,  and  diftilled  into  a  fubtle  fpirit ',  which  could 
not  have  been  done,  if  the  acid  fait  had  not  been 
kept  back ,  by  the  lapis  calaminaris  or  Zink.  But 
that  a  fpirit  is  diftilled  off  by  addition  of  fixed 
falts-,  the  reafon  is  that  fixed  falts  are  contrary 
unto  acid  falts ,  and  ( if  they  get  the  uperhand  ) 
do  kill  the  fame,  and  rob  them  of  their  ftrength, 
whereby  thofe  things  which  are  mixed  with  them 
are  freed  from  their  bond:  and  fo  it  falls  out 
here  with  fait  armoniack,  that  when  by  addition 
of  a  vegetable  fixed  fait ,  the  acidity  of  the  fait 
artnonkek  is  killed ;  the  fait  of  urine,  which  for¬ 
merly  was  bound  therewith,  gets  its  former  ffee- 
dome  and  ftrength,  and  being  fublimed  turns  into  a 
fpirit.  Which  could  not  have  been  done,  if  common 
fait  had  been  added  to  the  fait  armoniack  inftead  of 
fait  of  tartar  ;  for  the  fait  of  urine  would  thereby 
(as  by  a  far  greater  enemy  be  killed  and  kept 
back,  fo  that  it  could  yield  no  fpirit.  I  thought 
fit  to  give  notice  hereof  to  the  ignorant  (  not  for 
thofe,  who  knew  it  before)  and  to  the  unknowing 
it  will  do  much  good,  and  that  they  may  have  a 
light  for  other  labours:  for  I  have  many  times 
feen,  and  fee  it  ftill  by  daily  experience,  that  the 
moft  part  of  vulgar  Chymifts,  whatfoever  they  da' 
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(  having  got  it  either  by  readingi  feeing,  or  hear¬ 
ing  )  they  hurle  it  over  like  botchers,  and  are  not 
able  to  give  any  folid  reafon ,  why  this  or  that 
muft  fall  out  in  fuch  or  another  manner,  _  not  la¬ 
bouring  to  find  out  the  natures  and  couditions  of 
falts,  minerals,  and  other  materials,  but  contenting 
themfelves  onely  with  the  Receipt,  faying  this  or 
'  that  Author  hath  written  fo,  and  therefore  it  muft 
be  fo,  whereas  many  times  fuch  books  are  patcht 
lip  out  of  all  forts  of  authors-  And  thofe  that 
ftick  to  fo  many  books,  will  hardly  ever  come  to 
get  any  good,  but  are  led  out  of  one  Labyrinth 
into  another,  fpending  their  life  miferably  in  watch¬ 
ing  and  cares:  but  if  they  would  firftferioufly  con- 
fider  things,  and  learn  to  know  nature ,  and  then 
take  their  work  in  hand,  then  they  would  fooner 
attain  unto  true  knowledge  j  and  fo  much  of  this 
matter  by  the  way-  I  hope  that  he  that  hath  been 
in  error  will  be  pleafed  with  it,  and  the  knowing 
will  not  grudge  to  have  it  imparted  to  the  igno- 
rant. 

That  which  remains  after  the  diftillation  is  done, 
is  alfo  good  for  ufe  ;  if  the  addition  have  been  of 
fait  of  tartar,  a  melting  povyder  may  be  made  of 
it,  to  reduce  metals.  Of  calaminaris  or  Zinck, 
yields  j>cr  deliquium  a  clear ,  white ,  and  heavy 
iharp  oyl,  for  the  lharper  part  of  fait  armoniack, 
which  did  not  turn  to  -fpirit,  hath  dilTolved  the  la- 
pis  calaminaris^  and  is  almoft  of  the  fame  vertues 
for  external  ufe  in  Chyrurgery  with  that,  which 
above  in  the  firft  part  which  was  taught  to  be  made 
out  of  lafis  calaminaris^  and  fpirit  of  fait,  fave  on¬ 
ly  that  this  in  the  diftilling  doth  not  yield  fo  ftrong 
a  fpirit  as  the  other,  but  onely  yields  a  fharp  fub- 
limate. 

Of  the  ufe  and  venue  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  Jrmoniack, 

THis  fpirit  is  of  a  fharp  penetrating  effence,  and 
of  an  airy,  moift,  and  warm  nature;  and 
therefore  may  with  credit  be  ufed  in  many  difeafes, 
8,  10,  12.  (more  or  lefs)  drops  thereof  ufed  in 
a  convenient  vehicle,  do  immediately  penetrate  all 
the  body  over,  caufing  fudden  fweating,  opening 
the  obftruiftions  of  the  fpleen,  and  difperfing  and 
expelling  many  malignities  by  fweat  and  urine,  it 
cureth  the  quartane,  collick,  the  fuffocation  of 
the  Matrix,  and  many  more  difeafes. 

In  brief,  this  fpirit  is  a  fafe,  fure,  and  ready 
medicine  for  to  difperfe  and  expel  all  tough,  grofs 
and  venemous  humors.  Alfb,  this  fpirit  afteth  his 
part  externally,  quenching  all  inflammations,  curing 
the  Eryfipelas  and  Grangrene  ;  it  allayeth  the  pains 
of  the  gout,  clothes  being  dipt  in  it  and  applyed : 
and  although  it  draw  blifters,  it  matters  not ;  laid 
to  the  pulfe,  it  is  good  in  ardent  feavers ,  it  af- 
fwageth  fwellings  and  pains  diflcuffeth  congealed 
blood,  helpeth  ftrained  limbs,  and  benummed  nerves : 
onely  fmelled  unto,  it  cureth  the  megrim,  and  other 
Chronical  difeafes  of  the  head  :  for  it  diffolveth 
the  peccant  matter,  and  evacuateth  it  through  the 
noftrils ;  it  reftoreth  the  loft  hearing,  being  exter* 
nally  laid  on  with  a  little  inftrument  fit  for  the 
purpofe.  Alfo  in  the  obftruftions  of  womens  cour- 
fes  applyed  by  a  fit  inftrument  in  a  fpiritual  way, 
openeth  prefently ,  and  cleanfeth  the  womb,  and 
maketh  women  fruitful,  Mingled  with  com¬ 
mon  water ,  and  held  in  the  mouth,  affwageth  the 
tooth-ach,  proceeding  from  fharp  humors  which 
are  falln  in  the  teeth.  A  little  of  it  applyed  in 


a  glifter,  killeth  the  wormesin  the  body,  and  allay¬ 
eth  the  colick. 

This  fpirit  may  alfo  further  be  ufed  to  many  o- 
ther  things,  efpecially  by  means  thereof  many  pre- 
tious  and  effeftual  medicaments  may  be  made  out  of 
metals  and  minerals,  whereof  fome  fhall  be  defcri- 
bed  as  followeth. 

N.  B.  There  is  yet  another  matter,  which  is  found 
every  where  and  at  all  times,and  is  to  be  got  by  every 
one  without  diftillation  and  charges,  and  is  as  good 
for  the  abovefaid  difeafes,  as  the  diftilled  fpirit, 
and  if  all  men  knew  it,  there  would  not  be  found  e- 
very  where  fo  many  lick  people,  nor  fo  many  Doc¬ 
tors  and  Apothecaries. 

To  diftill  a  Hood  red  oyl  of  vitriol  by  the  help  of  the 
fpint  of  urin. 

Dllfolve  Hungarian  or  other  good  vitriol  in  com¬ 
mon  water,  and  let  it  run  through  a  filtring 
paper,  pour  of  this  fpirit  upon  it  fo  much,  till  all 
the  green  be  vanifht,  and  the  water  be  made  clear, 
and  a  yellow  fulphur  be  fettled :  then  pour  off  the 
clear,  and  the  reft  which  is  muddy,  pour  together  in 
a  filmmy  that  the  moifture  may  run  off,  and  the 
earth  of  the  vitriol  remain  in  the  paper,  which  you 
muft  dry,  and  diftil  to  a  blood-red  oyj,  which  will 
open  the  obftrudions  of  the  whole  bbdy,  and  per- 
fedly  cure  the  epilepfie.  The  clear  water  muft  be 
evaporated  dry,  and  there  will  remain  a  fait,  which 
being  diftilled,  yields  a  wonderful  fpirit.  Before  it 
be  diftilled,  it  is  a  fpegifqum  purgans,  whereof  8.  lo. 
12.  to  24-  grains  taken,  may  fafely  be  ufed  in  all 
difeafes. 

The  TinSlure  of  Fe^etahles. 

Spices,  feeds  or  flowers  being  extracted  therewith 
and  digefted  and^  diftilled,  the  elTence  of  them 
will  come  over  with  it,  in  the  form  of  a  red  oyl. 

Vitriol  of  copper. 

IF  you  pour  it  upon  calx  of  copper,  made  by  oft¬ 
en  heating  the  Copper  red  hot  and  quenching  it 
again,  it  will  extrad  within  an  hours  time  a  fair  blew 
colour,  and  having  diflblved  as  much  thereof  as  it 
can  pour  it  off  and  let  it  fhoot  in  a  cold  place,  and 
you  will  get  a  fair  sky  coloured  vitriol,  a  fmall 
quantity  whereof  will  caufe  ftrong  vomits ;  the  reft 
of  the  vitriol  remaineth  a  blew  oyl,  good  to  be  u- 
fed  in  ulcers. 

The  Tir/blnre  of  crude  Tartar. 

IF  you  take  common  crude  tartar,  and  pour  of  this 
fpirit  upon  it,  and  fet  it  in  digeftipn,  the  fpirit 
will  extrad  a  blood-red  tindure,  and  if  the  fpirit  be 
abftraded  from  it,  there  will  remain  a  plcafant  red 
oyl,  of  no  fmall  vertue  and  power. 

/'  To  make  the  oyls  or  liquors  of  [alts. 

THis  l^irit  alfo  diflblveth  cryftals  and  other  ftones, 
they  being  firft  diflblved,  precipitated  and  re¬ 
duced  to  impalpable  powders,  turning  them  into 
oyles  and  liquors,  good  to  be  ufed  in  Alchymy  and 
Phyfick.' 

The 
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To  p-ecipstate  all  metals  rcith  it. 

ANy  metal  being  dilTolved  in  an  acid  Ipirit  may 
be  precipitated  better  and  purer  therewith» 
than  with  the  liquor  of  the  fait  of  tartar  for 
riint  fnlrntnans  which  is  precipitated  with  it  fulmi- 
nateth  far  ftronger  than  if  it  were  done  with  oyl 

of  tartar.  .  .  .... 

R.  Some  juyce  of  Lemon  and  mix  it  with  the  lo- 

lution  of  gold»  before  it  be  precipitated»  and  then 
not  all  the  gold  will  precipitate,  but  fome  of  it  wiH 
renuininthefolution,  and  in  time  many  fmall  green 
Hones  (not  unlike  unto  common  vitriol)  will  ap¬ 
pear  ;  which  in  a  fmall  dofe  will  purge  all  noxious 
humors. 

The  0)1  and  vitriol  of  fiver, 

IF  you  diflblve  filver  in  fortis^  and  pour  fo 
much  of  this  fpirit  into  it  till  it  ceafeth  to  make 
a  noife,  fome  of  the  filver  will  precipitate  in  the 
form  of  a  black  powder,  the  reft  of  the  filver  re- 
maineth  in  the  liquor ;  the  phlegm  abftrafted  from 
it  in  Balneo,  till  it  get  a  skin  at  the  top,  and  then 
fet  into  a  cool  place,  there  will  grow  white  cr^Ms 
in  it,  which  being  taken  out  and  dryed  are  a 
purge  in  madnefs,  dropfie,  feavers  and  other  dile'a- 
fes,  fafely  and  without  danger  to  be  ufed  to  young 
and  old.  The  reft  of  the  liquor  which  did  not  cry- 
ftallife  may  be  extracted  with  fpirit  of  wine,  and  the 
fxces  being  call  away  the  extraction  will  bepleafan- 
ter.  The  fpirit  of  wine  abftraCted  from_  it,  there 
will  remain  a  medicine  of  no  fmall  value  in  all  dif- 
eafes  of  the  brain. 

To  extraB  a  red  TinBure  oat  of  Antimony  or  common 
fulfhur. 

BOyl  fulphur  or  Antimony  made  into  powder  in 
a  Lixivium  of  fait  of  tartar,  till  it  turn  red,  and 
pour  this  fpirit  upon  it,  and  diftill  gently  in  a  Bal- 
veum^  and  there  will  come  over  a  fair  tinCture  with 
the  volatile  fpirit,  filver  anointed  therewith  will  be 
guilt,  though  not  laftingly.  It  ferveth  for  all  dif- 
eaies  of  the  lungs. 

How  to  ripen  Antimony  and  common  fulphur,  fo  that  fe- 
veral  forts  of  fuch  fmels^  as  vegetables  have,  arife 
from  thence,  ^ 

DIflblve  Antimony  or  fulphur  in  the  liquor  of 
pebles  or  fand,  coagulate  the  folution  to  a  red 
mafs  *,  upon  this  mafs  pour  fpirit  of  urin,  and  let 
it  extract  in  a  gentle  warmth.  The  fpirit  being  co¬ 
loured  red,  pour  it  off,  and  pour  on  other  fpirit, 
let  it  extract  likewife,  and  this  you  muft  iterate  fo 
often,  till  the  fpirit  will  extract  no  more  tinCture ; 
then  pour  all  the  extracts  together  and  abftraCt  the 
fpirit  of  urin  from  it  in  Balneum  through  a  lim¬ 
beck,  and  there  will  remain  a  blood  red  liquor,  and 
if  you  pour  upon  this  fpirit  of  wine  it  will  extract 
a  fairer  tinCture  then  the  former  was,  leaving  the 
fteces  behind,  and  this  tinCture  fmelleth  likegarlick: 
and  if  it  be  digefted  three  or  four  weeks  in  a  gentle 
warmth,  it  will  get  a  very  pleafant  fmel,  like  unto 
the  yellow  prunes  or  plums :  and  if  it  remain  long¬ 
er  yet  in  digeftion,  it  will  get  a  fmel  not  inferior  to 
musk  and  ambar  i  This  tinCture  having  been  digeft: 
ed  a  long  time,  and  got  feveral  fmels,  is  not  only 


notably  by  the  fire  increafed  in  pleafantnefs  of  fmel 
and  tafte,  but  alfo  in  vertue :  for  fo  many  and  vari¬ 
ous  fweet  fmels  are  perceived  in  it,  that  it  is  to  be 
admired,  which  variety  and  exaltation  proceedeth 
only  from  the  pure  and  ripening  fpirit  of  urin,  for 
there  is  hid  in  it  a  fire,  which  doth  not  deftroy  but 
preferve  and  graduate  all  colours,  whereof  in  ano¬ 
ther  place  more  fhall  be  faid. 

N.  B.  Betwixt  the  fpirit  of  urin  and  the  animal 
and  mineral  Copper  their  appear eth  a  great  fym- 
pathy  j  for  it  doth  not  only  love  copper  above  all 
other  metals,  and  mingleth  eafily  with  it,  and  mak- 
eth  it  extraordinary  fair,  and  of  good  ufe  in  Phy^ 
fick,  but  it  prepareth  it  alfo  to  fuch  a  medicine , 
whereby  all  venerous  fores  (both  by  inward  and  outs 
ward  ufe)  how  deep  fo  ever  they  took  root  in  the 
blood,  without  the  ufe  of  any  other  medicaments, 
are  perfectly  cured ;  it  maketh  fruitful  and  barren^ 
according  as  it  is  ufed  it  cleanfeih  the  matrix , 
hindreth  the  rifing  thereof,  and  miraculoufly  fur- 
thereth  womens  courfes  that  have  been  ftayed,  above 
all  other  medicaments  of  what  name  foever. 

If  this  fpirit  be  mingled  with  the  volatile  (but  not 
corrofive)  fpirit  of  vitriol  or  common  fait  there  will 
come  a  fait  out  of  it,  which  is  inferior  to  none  in 
fufiblenefs,  and  ufeful  both  in  Alchymyand  Phyfick. 

N.  B.  The  liquor  of  the  fait  of  tartar,  and  the 
fpirit  of  wine  do  not  mix  without  water,  this  being 
the  mean  partaking  of  both  of  their  natures,  and  if 
you  add  unto  it  fpirit  of  urin  it  will  not  mingle  but 
keep  its  own  place :  fo  that  thefe  three  forts  of  li¬ 
quors,  being  put  in  the  fame  glafe,  and  though  they 
be  lhaked  never  fo  much  will  not  incorporate  for  all 
that:  the  liquor  of  the  fait  of  tartar  keepethto  the  bot¬ 
tom,  next  to  it  will  be  the  fpirit  of  urin,^  and  on  the 
top  of  that  is  the  fpirit  of  wine :  and  it  you  pour  a 
diftilled  oyl  upon  it,  that  will  keep  upperraoft  of  all, 
fo  that  you  may  keep  four  forts  of  liquors  in  one 
glafs,  whereof  none  is  mingled  with  the  other. 
Although  this  be  of  no  great  profit,  yet  it  ferv¬ 
eth  for  to  learn  thereby  the  difference  of  fpirits. 

Of  the  fpirit  and  oyl  of  Harts 'horn. 

TAke  Harts-horn,  cut  it  with  a  faw  into  pieces,  of 
the  bignefs  of  a  finger,  and  caft  in  one  at  a 
time  into  the  aforefaiddiftilling  veffel,  and  when  the 
fpirits  are  fettled,  then  another,  and  continne  this 
until  you  have  fpirits  enough :  and  the  veffel  being 
filled  with  the  pieces  that  were  caft  in,  take  them 
out  with  the  tongs,  and  caft  in  others,  and  do  this 
as  often  as  is  needful.  The  diftilling  being  finiffed, 
take  off  the  receiver,  and  pour  into  it  dephlegmed 
fpirit  of  wine,  which  will  cleanfe  the  volatile  fait : 
pour  the  oyl  with  the  fpirit  and  volatile  fait 
through  a  filtring  paper  made  wet  firft  and  lying  in 
a  glafs  funnel,  and  the  fpirit  of  wine  together  with 
the  fpirit  of  Harts-horn  and  the  volatile  fait  vyill  run 
through  the  paper,  and  the  blackifh  oyl  will  ftay 
behind,  but  it  muft  quickly  be  poured  out,  elfe  it 
will  pafs  through  after  them-  The  fpirit  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  volatile  fait  reCtifie^  through  a  re¬ 
tort,  and  the  belt -part  of  the  fpirit  will  come  O'- 
ver  together  with  the  fpirit  of  wine  and  volatile 
falt^  and  when  the  phlegmeis  coming,  take  of  the 
fpirit,  which  is  come  over,  that  the  naughty  phlegm 
may  not  come  amongft  it  j  keep  it  well,  for  it  is 
very  volatile,  the  oyl  may  be  mingled  with  fait  of 
tartar ,  and  rectified  by  a  glafs  retort,  and  fo  it 
will  be  clear ;  if  you  will  have  it  fairer,  you  muft 
redify  it  with  fpirit  of  fait,  O  2,  The^ 
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The  firftj  which  is  done  with  fait  of  Tartar,  is 
of  more  vertue  •,  it  cureth  the  Quartane»  and  pro- 
Voketh  fweat  extremly,  cureth  all'  internal  wounds 
and  pains,  which  were  caufed  by  falls,  blows,  or 
other  wayes 6,  or  8.  lo,  to  20.  drops  of  it  taken 
in  wine  and  fweated  upon  it  in  the  bed.  The  fpi- 
rit  is  very  good  for  all  obftruftioBS  of  the  whole 
body,  from  97^-  to  5  fs.  therefore  taken  in  a  fit 
Vehicle,  provoketh  urine,  and  forceth  down  wo¬ 
mens  courfes,  it  cleanfeth  the  blood  and  maketh 
fweat  mightily.  In  the  Plague,  Pox,  Leprofie,  Scur¬ 
vy,  Melancholia  Hypochondriaca,  malignant  Feavers, 
and  the  like  where  fweating  is  necelfary,  it  prov- 
eth  a  rare  medicine. 

j  T 0  mak^  the  fpirit  of  mans  hair  an  excellent  medicine. 

After  the  fame  manner  you  may  make  fpirits  out 
of  all  kind  of  of  horns  and  claws  of  -  beafts : 
but  fince  by  reafonof  their  ill  fmel  the  ufe  of  them 
is  not  liked  of  (though  in  feveral  heavy  difeafes,  as 
in  the  fits  of  the  mother  and  Epilepfie,  they  do  ad¬ 
mirably  well:)  therefore  I  will  acquiefce.  Howe¬ 
ver  it  is  worth  obferring,  that  the  fpirit  made  of 
mans  hair  is  not  to  be  rejeded  in  metallical  opera¬ 
tions,  for  it  diflblveth  common  fulphur,  and  redu- 
ceth  it  into  a  milk»  which  by  further  ripening  may 
be  turned  into  blood»  the  like  whereunto  no  fpirit 
is  able  to  do.  The  fame  fpirit  may  alfo  of  it  felf, 
without  addition  of  fulphur  be  fixed  into  a  ruby 
but  that  which  is  ripened  with  fulphur  is  the  bet¬ 
ter  •,  and  if  it  be  brought  fo  far  by  the  fire,  that 
it  have  loft  its  ftink,  and  be  made  fixed  than  it 
will  be  able  fufficiently  to  pay  for  the  pains  and 
coals  beftowed  upon  it- 

N.  B.  Hither  belongeth  the  Procefs  to  pour  dif- 
folved  metals  upon  filed  hartlhorn,  and  fo  to  diftil 
them. 

Of  the  oyl  of  Amhar. 

AMbar  yeildcth  a  very  pleafant  oyl  and  of  great 
vertue  efpecially  the  white  Ambar  *.  the  yel¬ 
low  is  not  fo  good»  and  the  black  is  inferior  to  this  ^ 
for  by  reafon  of  its  impurity  it  cannot  be  well  u- 
fed  inwardly ;  and  there  cometh  over  alfo  along  with 
it  a  volatile  fait  and  an  acid  water»  which  muft  be 
feperated  ;  ’the  water  (for  ought  that  I  know  j  is 
of  little  vertue  i  the  fait  if  it  be  fublimed  from_  the 
fait  of  Tartar  and  purified»  is  a  good  diuretick, 
and  in  the  Stone  and  the  Gout,  may  fuccefsfully  be  u- 
fed  both  inwardly  and  outwardly.  The  oyl  if  it 
be  reftified,  efpecially  that  which  comes  over  firft, 
is  an  excellent  medicine  againft  the  Plague,  Epi- 
lepfy,  rifing  of  the  Mother  and  Megrim,  6,  83  10» 
to  20,  drops  being  taken  thereof  at  once,  and  the 
noftrils  alfo  being  anoynted  therewith  for  to  fmell 
to  it  and  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  when  it  is  redi- 
fied  with  fpirit  of  fait,  it  proveth  much  clearer, 
than  done  by  it  felf  without  addition;  but  if  it  be 
rectified  with  fait  of  tartar,  it  is  of  much  more  ver¬ 
tue,  though  it  fall  not  fo  clear»  as  that  which  is 
done  by  fpirit  of  fait. 

N.  B-  If  it  be  redified  from  a  ftrong  Acjua  Be. 
<lta  having  before  once  already  been  redified  with 
fpirit  of  fait,  it  will  turn  fo  fubtle,  that  it  is  able 
to  dilfolve  iron  or  copper  in  feme  fort  ,  _  and 
ro  reduce  them  into  good  medicines  i  and  in  this  fe- 
cond  rectification  by  Aqua  Regia  all  will  not  come 
over,  but  part  of  it  will  be  coagulated  by  the  cor- 


rofive  water»  fo  that  it  turneth  thick»  like  unto  ma- 
ftich,  which  in  the  warmth  is  foft,  and  may  be  hand¬ 
led  with  owns  fingers  like  wax,  but  in  the  could 
it  is  fo  hard»  that  it  may  be  broken  and  made  in¬ 
to  powder»  and  gliftereth  like  gold. 

Of  the  oyl  of  foot, 

OF  the  foot ,  which  is  taken  from  Chimneys, 
where  nothing  is  burnt  but  wood,  there  may¬ 
be  diftilled  a  Iharp  volatile  fait  and  a  hot  oyl.  The 
fait  is  in  vertue  not  unlike  unto  that  which  is  made 
of  hart-fhorn  or  ambar»  and  it  quencheth  inflamma¬ 
tion,  from  what  caufe  fo  ever  it  do  proceed :  The 
oyl  may  without  redification  externally  be  ufed  ve¬ 
ry  fuccelTfully  for  all  loathfome  fcabs»  and  for  a 
fcald  head,  &c.  But  if  it  be  redified,  as  hath  been 
taught  to  be  done  with  the  oyl  of  Tartar,  of  Am¬ 
bar»  and  of  Hartlhorn-,  then  it  may  fafely  be  ufed 
inwardly,  as  the  the  above  written  oyls  are  ufed; 
for  it  doth  as  well  as  thefe,  yea  better  in  fome  fpe- 
cial  cafes. 

How  to  make  a  good  oyl  out  of  foot  without  difilling, 

SCfyl  the  foot  in  common  wetter,  till  the  water 
Ijturn  blood- red  (urin  is  better  than  water>and 
tnis  folution  (being  in  an  earthen  pot)  in  winter 
time  into  the  gfeateft'  froft-fo  long  till  all  in  the  pot 
be  frozen  into  one  peice  and  turned  white:  then 
break  the  pot  and  the  ice, and  in  the  midft  thereof  you 
will  find  the  hot  oyl  unfrozen  and  liquid  in  colour 
like  blood  ,  which  is  not  much  inferior  in  vertue 
unto  that  which  is  diftilled,  yet  afterward  it  may 
be  redified,  and  fo  exalted  in  its  vertue,  when  you 
pleafe»  and  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  reparation  do- 
eth  only  fucceed  in  the  greateft  froft  and  cold,  and 
not  elfe. 

Of  the  fpirit  and  oyl  of  honey, 

OF  honey  there  may  be  made  a  fubtle  fpirit  and 
a  fowre  vinegar»  if  it  be  mingled  with  twice 
as  much  of  pure  calcined  fand  and  fo  diftilled  ;  and 
it  falleth  much  better  yet  if  it  be  made  with  the 
flores  of  Antimony,  which  were  taught  to  be  made 
in  the  firft  part,  whereby  the  fpirit  is  increafed  in 
its  vertue»  and  its  running  over  hindred  thereby ; 
and  fo  diftilling  it,  there  will  come  over  a  pleafant 
fpirit»  a  fharp  vinegar  and  fome  red  oyl  alfo,  which 
mull  be  feperated :  the  fpirit  after  the  reftificati- 
on  inwardly  ufed  is  good  in  afl  difeafes  of  the  lungs. 
It  openeth  and  inlargeth  the  Breaft,  ftrengthneth 
the  Heart,  takes  away  all  obftrudions  of  the  Liver 
and  Spleen »  it  diflblveth  and  expellcth  the  Stone , 
refifteth  all  putrefadtion  of  the  Blood-,  preferveth 
from,  and  cureth  the  Plague  *,  all  Agues,  Dropfies, 
and  many  other  difeafes,  daily  ufed  from  9  j.  to 
5  j.  taken  with  diftilled  water  proper  for  the  difea¬ 
fes  :  the  fower  vinegar  coloureth  hair  and  nails  as 
yellow  as  gold :  it  cureth  the  itch  and  fcabs  of  the 
skin;  it  cleanfeth  and  healeth  old  and  new  wounds, 
they  being  bathed  and  walhed  therewith. 

The  red  oyl  is  too  ftrong  to  be  ufed  of  it  felf, 
it  may  be  mingled  with  the  fubtle  fpirit  which 
came  over  firft  and  fo  ufed,  and  the  fpirit  will  be 
exalted  thereby  in  its  vertue. 
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Of  the  oyl  and  fpirit  of  fugar. 

INF  the  fame  manner  as  hath  been  taught  of  ho¬ 
ney,  there  is  alfo  made  a  fpirit  and  oyl  of  fu¬ 
gar,  'vtT^.  adding  pure  fand  to  it;  or  Twhich  is  bet¬ 
ter)  of  the  flores  of  Antimony,  and  then  according 
to  the  rules  of  Art  one  fpoonful  after  the  other  of 
this  mixture  caft  in,  it'  will  yeild  a  yellow  fpirit, 
and  a  little  red  oyl,  which  after  the  diftillation 
muft  be  digefted  in  Balneo  fo  long  together,  till 
the  fpirit  have  alTumed  the  oyl  and  be  turned 
thereby  very  red  in  colour ;  it  needeth  not  to  be 
redtified,  but  may  daily  be  ufed  either  by  it  felf,' 
or  with  fuch  vehicles  as  are  proper  for  your  pur- 
pofe ;  in  all  it  is  like  in  virtue  unto  that  which  was 
made  of  honey ;  yet  this  of  fugar  is  more  pleafant 
than  the  other ;  it  reneweth  and  reftoreth  all  the 
blood  in  man,  in  regard  that  it  received  great  ver- 
tuefrom  the  diaphoretical  flores  of  Antimony  and 
this  fpirit  may  fitly  be  ufed  in  all  difeafes,  it  can 
do  no  hurt ,  neither  in  cold  nor  hot  difeafes ;  it 
doth  help  nature  mightily,  and  doth  fo  much  good, 
that  it  is  almolt  beyond  belief.  Efpecially  if  for' 
a  time  it  be  ufed  daily  from  9  j.  to  3  j.  The  refidue 
of  it  is  black,  and  may  be  kept  for  the  fame  ufe  a- 
gain,  viz.,  for  an  addition  to  other  honey  or  fugar, 
or  elfe  you  may  fublime  it  again  into  flores  in  the  I 
furnace  defcribed  in  the  firft  part,  or  in  the  furrfece 
defcribed  in  the  fourth  part  of  this  book,  with  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  iron  or  tartar,  or  fak  hitre,  reduces  it  into  a 

RegnlaSj .  &C' 

To  difiil  an  excellent  fpirit  and  a  blood  red  tinElare  of 
corals  and  fugar. 

IF  you  mix  fugar  with  red  corals  made  into  pow¬ 
der  and  diftil  it,  there  will  befides  the  fpirit 
come  over  a  blood  -  red  tindure  like  a  heavy  oyl , 
which  is  to  be  joyned  with  the  fpirit  by  digeftion 
in  Balneo,  and  it  will  be  as  vertuous  as  that  which 
was  made  with  Antimony  diaphoreticum-  It  doth 
perfedly  and  laftingly  cure  the  epilepfie  in  young  and 
old ;  it  cleanfeth  the  blood  from  all  filth,  fo  that 
the  Leprofie  together  with  its  feveral  fpecies  may 
be  cured  thereby,  Its  ufe  is  the  fame  as  was 
taught  above  of  the  Antimonized  fpirit  of  fugar- 

Of  the  fpirit  of  Mufle  or  nero  Wine. 

TAke  fweet  Mufl:  or  juice  of  grapes,  as  foon  as  it 
is  fqueezed  out,  boyl  it  to  the  confiftency  of 
honey-  and  then  mix  it  with  fand,  corals,  or  (which 
is  better  )  with  flores  of  Antimony,  and  fo  didill 
it,  and  it  will  yield  fuch  another  fpirit  as  that  which 
is  made  of  honey  or  fugar,  only  that  this  is  fomewhat 
tarter  than  that  of  honey.  With  honey,  fugar  and  the 
juice  of  grapes,  feveral  metals  may  be  diflblved  in 
boyling  and  fo  prepared  and  made  up  into  divers 
medicaments,  both  with  and  without  diftillation , 
after  the  fame  manner  as  was  taught  above  with  tar¬ 
tar;  for  honey,  fugar,  and  the  Juice  of  grapes,  are 
nothing  elfe  but  a  fweet  fait,  which  by  fermentation 
and  addition  of  fome  fower.  thing,  may  be  changed 
into  a  fower  Tartar,  in  all  like  unto  that  which  is 
gathered  in  the  wine  .veffels.  There  may  be  made 
alfo  a  tartar  out  of  cherries,  pears,  apples,  figs,  and 
all  otherfruit,  yielding  a  fweet  juice  ;  as  alfo  of  rye, 
wheat,  oats,  barley  and  the  -like,  whereof  in  the 
third  part  more  lhall  be  faid. " 

For  every  fweet  liquor  of  vegetables,  if  it  be 
turned  infide  cut,  by  fermentation  may  be  changed 


to  a  natural  fowre  tartar ;  and  it  is  utterly  falle,  that 
(as  fome  do  fuppofej  only  wine  yields  tartar,  which 
by  daily  ufe  made  of  it  by  thofe  that  have  very  hun¬ 
gry  ftomachs  (like  Woolves)  indiflinckly  together 
with  the  nourifliment  went  into  the  limbs,  and  tlierc 
turned  to  a  ftony  matter.  If  this  wxre  true,  than 
in  cold  Countries,  where  no  wine  groweth,  men 
would  not  be  troubled  with  the  Gout  or  Stone  ; 
the  Contrary  whereof  is  feen  daily :  though  I  mult 
confefs ,  that  among  all  vegetables  none  yeildeth 
more  than  the  vine,  the  concurrent  acidity  being^the 
caufe  thereof  ;  for  it  turneth  the  fweetnefs  into  tar¬ 
tar  ;  for  the  fowrer  the  wine  is,  the  more  tartar  it 
yieldeth  ;  and  fo  much  the  fweeter,  fo  much  the  lefs 
tartar.  By  this  difeourfe  an  induftrioiis  Chyraifl: 
may  eafily  come  to  know  the  original  nature  anci 
properties  of  tartar,  and  in  default  of  wine,  how 
to  make  it  out  of  other  vegetables ;  common  fait  or 
the  fait  of  tartar  may  be  diflilled  with  honey,  fugar  , 
or  fodden  wine  (Jupa)  and  it  will  yield  fuch  ftrong 
fpijits,  that  metals  may  be  dilfolved  with  them,  and 
they  are  not  to  be  defpifed  in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy. 

Of  oyl  Olive. 

f 

Ol.lt  of  oyls  made  by  expreflion  fas  oyl  olive, 
rape  oyl,  wallnut  oyl,  hempfeed  oyl,  linfeed 
oyl,  and  the  like)  there  may  be  diftilled  a  penetra¬ 
ting  oyl,  ufeful  both  out  wardly  and  inwardly,  whicli 
is  done  thus:  Take  common  potters  clay  not  min¬ 
gled  with  fand,  frame  little  bals  of  it,  as  big  as  a 
pigeons  or  hens-egg^  burn  them  (but  not  too  Itrong) 
to  a  hard  Hone,  fo  that  they  may  attradt  the  oyl  ^ 
and  when  they  are  no  more  quite  red-hot,  but  pret¬ 
ty  hot,  then  throw  them  into  oyl  olive  which  is  the 
belt ;  let  them  lye  in  it,  till  they  be  quite  fiill  and 
drunk  of  the  oyl,  which  will  be  done  in  two  or 
three  hours  ffome  call  them  red  hot  into  the  oyl, 
but  amifs,  becaufe  the  oyl  contradis  thence  an  Em- 
pyreuma)  then  take  them  out,  and  cak  in  one  or  two 
of  them  at  once  into  your  diltllingsvelTei  made  red^hor, 
and  let  it  go  ;  and  within  a  while  after  caft  in  one  or 
two  more,  and  continue  this  till  you  have  oyl  e- 
nough.  If  the  veflel  be  full  of  the  bals,  take  them 
out  with  the  tongs  or  ladle,  that  you  may  pro¬ 
ceed  without  let  in  your  diftillation,  and  in  this  raah- 
nef  you  need  not  fear  the  breaking  of  your  retort 
or  receiver,  or  the  burning  of  your  oyle-  The  di¬ 
ftillation  being  performed  take  oft'  your  receiver  , 
pour  the  oyl  that  came  over  into  a  glafs  retort, 
and  redlify  it  from  calcined  Allpme  or  Vitriol,  and 
the  Allome  will  keep  back  the  blacknefs  and  ftink, 
and  fo  the  oyl  will  come  over  clear,  which  rauft  be 
yet  redlified  once  or  twice  more  with  frefh  calcined 
Allome,  according  to  the  intenfnefs  of  penetrating 
which  you  look  for  •,  that  which  cometh  over  firft, 
ought  ftill  to  be  caught  by  it  felf,  and  you  will 
get  a  very  fair,  bright  and  clear  oyl,  which  is  ve¬ 
ry  fubtle  •,  but  that  which  cometh  after  is  fome¬ 
what  yellow,  and  not  fo  penetrating  neither  as  the 
firft  •,  and  therefore  it  is  but  for  external  ufe  to 
extradl  flores  and  herbs  therewith,  and  to  make  pre- 
tious  balfams  for  cold  and  moyft  fores.  Alfo  you 
may  diflblve  with  it  Amber,  Maftick,  Myrrh,  and 
the  like  attradlive  things,  and  with  Wax  and  Colo¬ 
phony  reduce  it  to  a  plafter,  which  will  be  very 
good  in  venemous  fores  and  boy  Is,  for  to  attradl 
the  poyfon,  and  to  heal  them  out  of  hand-  If  you 
diflblve  in  it  common  yellow  fulphur  made  into  pow¬ 
der,  you, will  get  a  blood. red  balfom,  healing  all 

P  manner 


54 


The  Second  Part  of 


Part  1. 


lanner  of  fcabs,  and  other 
fpecially  when  you  add  to 
nd  in  hot  fores  Saccharnm 
le  heat  and  by  continual 
lelt  and  mingle  therewith, 
lone  in  glalTes ,  _  but  may 
arthen  pot  or  pipkin. 


like  defefts  of  the  skin^ 
it  purified  verdegreafe, 
Satwrni^  which  in  a  gen* 
ftirring  about  do  eafily 
It  needeth  not  to  be 
be  done  in  an  ordinary 


T’/.,  ..Ca 


bleffcd  cyt. 


THe  firft  and  clear  is  of  a  very  penetrating  na* 
ture:  fome  drops  thereof  given  in  fome  >4' 
t]na  vtt£ ,  prefently  ftays  the  collick ,  proceeding 
from  winds  that  could  not  be  vented  ^  as  alfo  the 
riling  of  the  mother ,  the  navil  being  anomt^ 
therewith :  and  a  cold  humour  being  fain  npon  the 
nervs,  whereby  they  are  lamed ;  if  you  do  but  h- 
noint  them  with  t|iis  oyl,  and  rub  it  in  with  warm 
hands,  it  will  quickly  reflrore  them,  and  therefore 
in  regard  of  its  prefent  help,  may  well  be  called 
Oleum  fanQum.  If  you  extradl  plates  or  iron^r 
copper  with  this  oyl,  it  mil  turn  deep  red  or  grOl^, 
and  is  a  foveraign  remedy  for  to  warm  and  dry 
up  all  cold  an^  watery  fores.  It  confumeth  allfo 
all  fuperfluous  moifture  in  Wounds  and  ulcerous 
Sores ,  as  alfo  all  other  excrefcencies  of  the  skm : 
it  healeth  tettars  and  fcald- heads,  and  other  like 
defeds  proceeding  from  fuperfluous  cold  and  moi¬ 
fture.  .  You  may  alfo  diffolve  in  it  Euphorbium  and 
other  hot  gums,  and  ufe  them  againft  great  froft, 
fot  what  limb  foever  is  anointed  therewith,  no  froft 
how  great  foever  can  do  it  any  hurt.  The  bal- 
fames  made  with  gum  or  fulphur  may  be  alfo  di- 
ftilled  by  a  retort  ■>  and  in  fome  cafes  they  are 
more  ufeful  than  the  undiftilled  balfame. 


Of  the  oyl  of  Wax. 

IN  the  fame  manner  may  be  diftilied  alfo  the 
oyl  of  wax,  the  ufe  whereof  is  in  aft  like  un¬ 
to  the  former  i  and  for  aft  cold  infirmities  of  the, 
nerves,  this  is  found  more  effedual  yet  llian  the 

former, 


A  Spirit  good  for  the  Stove. 

Out  of  ftones  which  are  found  in  grapes,  there 
may  be  diftilied  a  fowre  fpirit ,  which  is  a 
certain  and  fpecifical  remedy  for  the  ftone  in  the 
kidneys  and  bladder,  and  alfo  for  all  pains  of  the 
gout.  It  is  not  onely  to  be  ufed  internally ,  but 
alfo  externally,  wetting  clothes  in  it,  and  ^ply¬ 
ing  them  to  the  places  affeded,  and  it  will  alTwage 
and  drive  away  the  pains. 


fowre  tafte,  but  in  efficacy  alfo  much  exceeds  the 
other.  And  therefore  being  of  fo  great  ufe  both 
in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy,  as  in  all  hot  difeafes, 
mingling  the  patients  drink  therewith,  till  it  get 
a  pleafant  fowre  taft^  for  to  quench  the  intolera¬ 
ble  drowth,  to  ftrengthen  the  ftomach,  to  refreffi 
the  lungs  and  tlie  liver :  Alfo  externally  for  to  cure 
the  gangreen :  Alfo  for  to  Chryftallife  fome  me¬ 
tals  thereby,  and  to  reduce  them  into  pleafant  vi¬ 
triols  ,  ufeful  as  well  in  Alchymy  as  Phyfick :  1 
thought  good  to  fet  down  the  preparation,  though 
it  be  not  done  in  this  our  diftilling  furnace ,  but 
in  another  way  by  kindling  and  burning  it  as  fol- 
loweth. 

Make  a  little  furnace  with  a  grate,  upon  which 
a  ftrong  crutible  muft  be  faftned  refting  on  two 
iron  bars,  and  it  is  to  be  ordered  fo  that  the  fmoak 
be  conveighed  (  not  above  by  the  crucible,  but  J 
through  a  pipe  at  the  fide  of  the  furnace  :  the 
crucible  muft  be  filled  with  fulphur  even  to  the 
top;  and  by  a  coal-fire  without  flame  be  brought 
to  burn  and  kept  burning.  Over  the  burning  ful¬ 
phur  ,  a  velFel  is  to  be  applyed  of  good  ftony 
earth  like  unto  a  flat  difli  with  an  high  brim, 
wherein  is  alwayes  cold  water  to  be  kept ,  and 
whereunto  the  burning  fulphur  doth  flame :  which 
thus  burning,  its  fatnefs  confumeth ,  and  the  acid 
fak  is  freed  and  fublimed  to  the  cold  veffiel,  where 
it  IS  diflblved  by  the  air ,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
fharp  oyl  runs  from  the  hollow  velfel  into  the  re¬ 
ceiver  ,  which  muft  be  taken  off  fometime ,  and 
more  fulphur  fupplyed  infteaa  of  that  which  hath 
been  confumed,  to  the  end  that  the  fulphur  may 
ftill  burn  in  the  crucible :  and  beat  with  the  flame 
to  the  cold  head  :  and  within  few  dayes  you  will 
get  a  great  quantity  of  oyl,  which  elfe  by  the 
{cawpma)  glafs-bell  in  many  weeks  could  not  have 
been  done. 

N.  B.  Such  a  fowre  fpirit  or  oyl  may  alfo  be 
got  by  diftillation  together  with  the  flores,  vix.. 
thus :  If  you  take  pieces  of  fulphur  as  big  as  bens 
eggs,  and  caft  them  one  after  another  into  the  hot 
!  diftilling  velfel,  a  fowre  oyl  together  with  flores, 
win  come  over  into  the  receiver,  which  muft  with 
water  be  feparated  out  of  the  flores,  and  the  water 
*  abftrafted  from  it  again  in  a  cucurbit,  and  in  the 
'  bottome  of  your  glafs  body  you  will  find  the  oyl, 
which  in  vertue  and  tafte  is  equal  to  the  former, 
but  you  get  nothing  near  fo  much  in  quantity  by 
this  way,  and  if  you  do  not  look  for  the  oyl,  you 
may  leave  it  with  the  flores ,  which  by  reafon  of 
their  pleafant  acid  tafle  are  much  toothfomer  to 
take  than  the  ordinary  ones. 


Of  the  fpirit  or  acid  oyl  of  Sulphur . 

TO  reduce  fulphur  into  a  fowre  fpirit  or  oyl 
hath  been  fought  hitherto  by  many,  but  found 
by  few.  Moft  of  them  made  it  in  glafs-bells,  but 
got  very  little  that  way  ;  for  the  glaffies  being 
duickly  hot ,  could  not  hold  the  oyl ,  fo  that  it , 
went  away  in  a  fmoak.  Some  thtwght  to  get  it , 
by  diftilling,  others  by  diflblving,  but  none  of  all , 
thefe  would  do  the  feat. '  Which  is  the  reafon  ^ 
why  now-adayes  it  is  found  almoft  no  where 
right,  and  in  the  Drugfters  and  Apothecaries 
they  ufually  fell  oyl  of  Vitriol  inftead  of  it,  whicn 
by  far  is  not  to  be  compared  in  vertue  to  the  oyl  ^ 
ef  fulphur.  For  this  is  not  onely  of  a  far  pleafanter 


To  the  Courteous  Reader. 

THus  I  cotxlude  this  fecond  part  ^  1  could  hfve  fet 
down  more  medicintd  procejfes  in  this  Treatije :  i/M 
havhtf  as  many  as  wiU  be  a  fuffeknt  guide  for  the  di^- 
huim  of  other  things  aifoy  J  thought  it  good  here  to 
acfiiefcc'y  and  what flever  hath  been  here  omitted,  jhab 
-be  fupplyed  in  the  following  parts. 


FINIS. 
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THE 


THIRD  PA  RT 

O  F 


^  jjilofopftital  ;:^ttrnate0t 

In  '^hlch  if  defcrikd  the  Nature  of  the  Third  Furnace ;  hy  the  help  whereof^  and  that  with¬ 
out  Stills j  and  Caldrons^  and  other  Copper ^  Iron^Tin,  and  Leaden  Inflruments^  various  Ve¬ 
getable  burning  Spirits  ^ExtraBs,  Oyls,  Salts,  &c.  by  the  help  of  a  certain  little  Copper 
Jlrument,  and  Wooden  V ^jfels  are  made  for  Chymicd  and  Medicinal  Ufes, 


'I' 

A  Preface  of  the  Copper  Inftrumcnt  and  Furnace. 

No  W  this  Infirnmem  is  made  of  firoag  Copper  plates  after  the  folloxoirtg  manner.  Tou  mtifi  make  two 
jtrong  hemtfpheares  of  Copper  or  Latten  of  the  bignefs  of  a  mans  head  (  or  thereabout  )  and  join  them 
together  With  a  moflr  lirong  fodir,  aud  that  without  tin,  whereof  the  one  mufl  have  a  pipe  :  No§  the 

pipe  mufi  be  of  a  moft  exatl  roundnefs,  that  it  may  mojt  accurately  fit  the  hole  that  is  made  with  an 

angler  or  wimble  to  k^ep  a.he  water  from  flowing  out  like  to  a  tap,  of  the  length  of  one  fpan  at  lead 
wider  on  the  hinder  part  towards  tbe  globe,  than  the  forepart,  which  alfo  mufi  be  according  to  the  Lnefs  of  the 
globe  ,  greater  or  leffer  and  he  cxaflly  joined  with  the  befi  foder  to  its  hemifphear  ,  aad  the  diameter  of  the 
forepart  being  very  round  like  a  tap,  and  mofi  exactly  filling  the  round  hole  mufi  be  of  two  fingers  breath  Now 
there  is  required  to  the  for ef aid  mftrument  or  globe,  a  certain  peculiar  little  furnace  madt  of  iron  or  copper 
VIZ.  moSf  flrong  copper  plates,  covered  within  with  fiones  or  the  befi  lute,  into  which  is  put  that  globe  like  are 
tort,  fo  that  It  may  ly  upon  two  iron  bars  of  the  difiance  of  a  fpan  ,  or  fpan  and  half  from  Ihe  grate :  the 
neck,  whereof  (that  pipe)  goeth  forth  of  the  furnace  one  fpan  at  leafi..  The  furnace  alfo  mufi  have  below  a  place  for 
the  ajhes  and  above  a  cover  with  its  hole  for  the  letting  forth  of  the  fmoke,  and  for  regulating  the  fire,  as 
you  may  fee  by  the  annexed  figure  It  mufi  alfo  below  have  a  treefoot,  on  which  the  furnace  mufi' be  fet  and 

on  the  fides  two  handles  by  the  help  whereof  it  may  be  removed  from  place  to  place,  the  which  is  vers  necef- 

0/  ffirits  by  wooden  Feffels  infiead  of  copper,  but  alfo 

for  fneh  difitllanon  and  digefiionthat  ts  performed  in  gourds,  bolt-heads,  and  other  infiruments  of  frlafs.  floL 

copper  tw,  &c.  which  are  to  be  fet  in  Balneo  :  alfo  in  the  boyling  of  beer,  methedin,  wine,  and  other  link! 
which  a'^e  to  be  performed  by  the  help  of  wooden  Vefiels.  S  t  i  k  , 


of  Wooden  Injimmmts  that  are  to  be  ufed  inpead  of  Stills,  'Baths,  and  Qaddrons. 

In  the  firfi  Figure,  A  reprefcnts  the  Furnace  with  a  Copper  Globe.  B.  The  Copper  Globe  C  The  d 
ftilling  Veflel.  Z>.  The  Refrigeratory  with  a  Worm.  E.  The  Receiver-  F.  Stools  on  which  the  Vefle 

^^fhe  Thld  A  Wo  f  V  fl  ^  L  ^  Tree-foot. 

I  he  I  had,  A  Wooden  Veflel  for  the  making  of  Beer.  I  he  Fourth,  A  Tub  for  a  moift  Bath  whirh 


N  the  firfl:  place  I  fliall  fpeak  of  wooden  Vef- 
fels  that  are  to  be  ufed  inftead  of  Copper 
ftills,  in  the  diftilling  of  burning  fpirits  out 
-  of  wine,  beer,  lees,  malt,  wheat,  meal,  roots, 
hearbs,  flowers,  feeds,  and  other  vegetables. 
as  alfo  oyls  of  vegetables. 

See  that  thou  haft  an  oken  barrel,  like  to  thofe 
wherein  wine  and  beer  are  kept,  of  a  juft  bignefs, 
vin..  anfwerable  to  the  bignefs  of  the  globe,  as  is 
fulcient  for  the  coftion :  for  a  barrel  that  is  too 


big  will  make  the  codion  flow,  and  tedious.  A 
greater  globe  may  be  fitted  to  a  lefler  barrel,  but 
not  on  the  contrary,  a  great  barrel  to  a  little  globe : 
For  by  how  much  the  bigger  the  globe  is,  and  the 
lefs  the  barrel ,  fo  much  the  fooner  is  the  work 
haftned.  Now  feeing  that  this  Art  was  invented 
for  the  faving  of  cofts ,  which  otherwife  would 
have  been  expended  in.  providing  of  ftils,  caul¬ 
drons,  furnaces,  it  is  beft  not  to  have  too 
great  a  globe,  which  requires  a  greater  furnace,  and 
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is  more  hardly  to  be  carfyed,  becaufe  it  is  to  be 
covered  within  with  lute,  or  a  wall  ^  for  itisfuffici- 
ent  if  it  be  big  enough  for  the  cotllion.  Where¬ 
fore  I  will  give  you  a  juft  and  due  proportion  of  both? 
viz..  of  the  globe,  and  veflel,  which  in  diftillations 
and  other  operations,  the  curteous  reader  may  imi- 

tate.  ■  ,  ,  • 

A  globe  of  the  bignefs  of  a  mans  head,  contain¬ 
ing  three  or  four  cannesj  whereof  each  contain- 
eth  four  pints,  is  fufficient  for  the  heating  of  a  bar¬ 
rel  of  30,  40,  50,  60.  and  100  gallons,  which  by 
how  much  the  mbre  remote  from  1 00  and  nearer  to 
30,  fo  much  the  looner  is  it  heated,  and  thecofti- 
on  furthered  ^  and  on  the  contrary,  by  how  much 
the  nearer  it  is  to  1 00  and  more  remote  from  30, 
fo  much  the  flower  is  the  cbdion.  I  do  not  there¬ 
fore  advife  that  a  huge  barrel  be  chofen  for  a  fmall 
globe,  by  reafon  of  a  long  and  tedious  operation : 
And  if  all  and  every  thing  be  not  fo  accurately  ob- 
ferved  to  a  hair,  yet  it  matters  not  much,  becaufe 
it  fufficeth  to  do  the  fame  thing  by  the  help,  of 
one  fmall  copper  inftrument  of  divers  forms.  For 
in  this  w'ay  of  diftilling,  wooden  veflels  that  are 
requilite  to  the  diftilling  of  fpirits,  and  boyling  of 
Rear,  and  for  baths  are  more  eafily  provided,  then 
fo  many  copper  veflels'  in  the  common  way.  For 
by  this  means  not  only  cofts  are  fpared,  but  alfo  it 
is  rn  fteadof  building  of  furnaces,  becaufe  when  a- 
ny  barrel  hath  beenufed,  you  may  remove  it,  and 
fet  another  in  the  place  of  it  for  another  operati¬ 
on,  the  which  cannot  be  done  with  ftills  and  caul¬ 
drons  faftened  into  a  furnace.  And  this  invention 
is  tbv  thofe  that  want  Artificers,  as  Copperfmiths, 
€^c.  becaufe  wooden  inftruments  are  more  ealily 
provided:  alfo  by  the  help  of  this  globe  may  moft 
fecret  operations  be  performed. 

For  the  furnace  with  the  copper  globe  may  be 
built  in  one  place,  and  in  another  place  the  Balneum-^ 
•viz.,  the  places  divided  with  a  wall,  fo  that  he  that 
looks  to  the  fire  may  not  know  what  is  done  in  the 
Elaboratory  ;  for  oftentimes  the  care  of  the  fire  is 
committed  to  heedlefs  fervants,  that  break  glafs 
inftruments  by  their  careleflenefs,  by  which  means 
oftentimes  a  moft  'pretious  medicine  is  loft^  which 
danger  this  invention  is  without-^ 

Wherefore  this  copper  globe  with  its  wooden  vef- 
fels  is  more  convenient  then  thofe  copper  ftills  and 
cauldrons.  But  this  I  would  have  thee  know -that 
this  new  invented  diftillation  is  flower,  then  the 
common  way  which  is  performed  by  ftills,  and  con= 
fequently  requires  a  long  fire.  I  defire  therefore  the 
rich  that  dwell  in  large  and  fpacious  houfes,  that 
they  would  ufe  the  old  way  of  diftilling  •,  but’  the  poor, 
who  have  but  little  houfliold  conveniences,  and  the 
covetous,  that  they  would  ufe  this  little  copper  globe 
with  its  wooden  veflels  :  for  although  there^  be  a 
longer  fire  required,  yet  thefe  are  not  to  be  compa¬ 
red  to  thofe  cofts  which  are  otherwife  expended  up¬ 
on  fo  many  copper  velfels  of  fo  many  divers  forms- 
Let  him  therefore  keep  to  his  copper  velfels,  who 
cannot  underftand  me,  fot  it  concernes  not  me. 
Without  doubt  there  are  fome  whom  this  my  new 
invented  way  of  diftilling  will  pleafe,  before  other, 
being  communicated  for  the  fake  of  the  poor  labou¬ 
ring  houfe- keepers,  that  cannot  boyl  Beer,  and  di- 
ftill  burning  fpirits  for  lack  of  veflels :  for  a  globe 
of  five  or  four  pound  is  more  eafily  provided,  then 
other  copper  velfels  of  60,  80,  100  pound:  alfo 
thofe  wooden  veflels  are  more  eafily  provided  then 
fiirnaces,  v/hich  fome  for  want  of  place  only  can¬ 


not  build.  Choofe  therefore  which  W'ay  thou  wilt, 
for  thefe  things  which  I  have  wrote,  I  have  wrote 
for  the  poors  fake  rather  than  for  the  rich.  Cer¬ 
tainly  rich  men  that  have '  fpacious  Elaboratories 
need  not  to  be  afliamed  to  follow  this  way,  for  it  is 
free  for  every  man  to  go  a  Ihorter  way,  unlefs  they 
had  rather  prefer  the  old  way  before  a  new  and 
compendious,  whom  I  cannot  help,  being  contented 
with  a  publication  which  is  made  for  the  fake  of 
my  neighbour,  whether  it  be  taken  well  or  ill,  with 
a  good  rninde,  certainly  knowing  that  more  profit 
then  difprofit  may  be  obtained  by  the  help  thereof. 
It  lhall  not  therefore  repent  him  of  his  labor,  who 
knows  rightly  to  pi  epare  and  ule  this  copper,  and 
wooden  veflels. 

There  follom  nova  the  preparation  of  the  vejj'd. 

TH  E  veflel  being  made,  is  to  be  placed  with  one 
bottom,  upon  a  ftool  that  is  fitted  for  it,  which 
being  done,  make  a  hole  with  a  wimble  neer  the  bot¬ 
tom,  for  the  receiving  of  the  neck  of  the  copper 
globe,  which  is  to  be  covered  over  with  a  linnen 
cloth  :  make  alfo  about  the  lower  bottom  another 
bole  for  a  tap,  by  the  help  whereof  the  remainder 
of  the  diftillation  is  drawn  forth :  alfo  you  muft 
make  a  large  hole  in  the  upper  bottom,  the  diame¬ 
ter  whereof  muft  be  one  fpan  for  to  pour  in  the  wa¬ 
ter  to  be  diftilled,  with  a  funnel.  Alfo  there  muft 
be  made  a  hole  near  the  upper  bottom  of  two  or 
three  fingers  breadth,  into  which  is  to  be  put  a  cop¬ 
per  pipe  of  a  fpan  long,  which  is  to  be  faftened 
clofely  therein  •,  and  to  this  pipe  another  oaken  vef- 
fel  with  a  copper  worm  and  cold  water  like  to  o- 
ther  refrigeratories,  muft  be  applyed.  Alfo  the 
joints  of  the  aforefaid  fliort  pipe,  viz.,  of  the  firft 
barrel,  and  of  the  fecond  barrel,  viz.,  the  refrigera¬ 
tory  muft  be  ftraightly,  and  cloftly  united  toge¬ 
ther,  which  afterward  may  be  the  better  joyned  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fit  lute  for  the  diftilling.  And  this  is 
the  form  and  fafhion  of  the  wooden  veflel,  that  is 
to  be  ufed  in  the  place  of  copper  veflels,  in  the  di¬ 
ftilling  of  burning  fpirits  and  oyls.  But  thou  wilt 
objed:  that  thefe  kind  of  wooden  veflels  are  porous, 
and  drink  up  great  part  of  the  fpirit  and  oyls. 

I  anfwer  •,  none  of  the  fpirits  feeketh  a  violent 
palTage  out,  in  cafe  the  ways  be  open  There  is  no 
danger  therefore,  when  there  is  pafTage  enough  giv¬ 
en  them  by  a  pipe  that  is  wide  enough.  Neither 
doth  oyl  ftick  to  them  in  diftillation,  for  whatfo- 
ever  is  by  force  of  the  boyling  water  to  be  fepara- 
ted  from  the  fpices,  and  feeds  that  alfo  is  fublimai 
ble  by  the  force  of  the  Teething  water,  fo  as  to  di* 
ftillin,  fo  that  in  the  refrigeratory  no  more  is  loft 
than  in  the  ftills.  Diftillation  being  made,  the  a- 
forefaid  fpirits  may  be  reftified  in  thefe  wooden 
veflels,  (being  firft  wafhed )  as  well  as  in  copper 
ftills.  ' 

The  rnahingof  avaoodenveffelfor  a  Balneum^  which  is  to 
be  ufed  in  (bead  of  copper  and  leaden  Cauldrons  for 
dfgefiion.^  and  .diftillation  by  glafs  vtjfels. 

MAke  an  oaken  velfel  as  big  or  as  little  as  you 
pleafe,  according  to  the  greatnefs,  or  little- 
nefs,  multitude,  or  fewnefs  of  the  velfels,  of  two 
or  three  fpans  high,  a  little  narrower  above  then 
below,  and  fo  falhioned  above,  that  a  cover  of  wood, 
copper,  or  lead,  may  moft  clofely  be  joyned  to  it : 
the  cover  muft  have  holes  greater  or  lelTer,  accord¬ 
ing 
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ing  to  the  glafles,  as  is  wont  to  be  in  the  making  of 
a  Balneum^  as  you  may  fee  by  the  the  annexed 
figure.  This  vellel  alfo  mufl:  be  placed  upon  a  ftool 
of  the  height  of  an  ell, or  fuch  height  as  is  required  for 
the  joyning  of  the  copper  globe  with  the  Balneum, 
which  muft  have  a  hole  near  the  lower  bottom,  for 
the  receiving  of  the  neck  of  the  aforefaid  globe.  In 
defed  of  fuch  a  veflelj  which  yet  you  may  provide  ea- 
lily  enough)  take  a  wine  or  bear  veflel  divided  in  the 
middle,  and  make  a  hole  near  the  bottom  for  the 
neck  of  the  globe,  make  alfo  a  wooden  cover  with 
holes,  &c.  He  that  will  be  curious  may  provide  all 
things  according  to  the  belt  Art. 

A  wooden  ve/fel  ferving  for  boyling  of  bear ^  metheglln-, 
vinegar-,  &c.  0^  T^ell  as  copper^  iron^  and  tin  v^els. 

MAke  a  wooden  veiTel,  which  fhall  be  more  high 
than  broad,  a  little  wider  above  than  below, 
as  you  pleafe:  or  take  a  wine  or  bear  barrel  divi¬ 
ded  in  the  middle»  and  near  the  bottom  make  a 
hole  for  the  neck  of  the  globe,  which  is  to  be 
covered  with  boards»  which  lerves  as  well  for  the 
boyling  of  bear,  &c>  as  thofe  of  copper- 

A  wooden  vejfel  for  a  bath  for  fweet,  or  mineral  water., 
which  may  be  according  as  yon  pleafe,  k^pt  warm,  for' 
the  preferving  of  health. 

MAke  a  long  wooden  tub  convenient  to  fit  in, 
which  is  to  be  fet  upon  a  ftool  of  a  juft  height, 
viz.,  that  the  bottom  of  the  veffel  may  anfwer  the 
neck  of  the  globe  which  is  put  into  the  furnace  : 
you  may  alfo  have  a  cover,  that  may  cover  the 
whole  tub,  which  may  be  divided  and  united  in  that 
place  where  the  head  goes  forth,  as  appears  by  the 
annexed  figure,  or  you  may  cover  it  with  a  cloth, 
laying  it  upon  fmall  crooked  fticks  faftned  to  the 
tub,  yet  fo  that  the  head  may  hav.e  its  liberty,  e- 
fpecially  in  a  vaporous  bath  of  common  fweet,  or 
medicinal  water-,  or  make  a  high  wooden  cover 
(hutting  very  clofe,  for  a  dry  fweat,  where  it  is 
no  matter  whether  the  head  be  (hut  in  or  no. 

Of  the  nfe  of  wooden  veffels  in  di filling,  boyling,  bath- 
thingy  &c.  And  firfi  of  the  di filling  vefel. 


ing  preparation.  You  muft  therefore  firft  prepare 
them,  as  followeth. 

Of  the  preparation  of  all  kind  of  corn  ,  as  Wheat,  Oats 

Barly,  &c.  which  mafi  go  before  the  dtflillinff  of 
the  fpint.  ^  ^ 

ANd  firft  of  alia  malt  muft  be  made  of  the  corn: 

as  it  is  wont  to  be  in  the  making  of  bear. 
Now  the  manner  of  making  of  malt  is  known  al- 
raoft  to  all,  wherefore  I  need  not  fpeak  much  of 
that,  becaufe  in  all  places  that  have  no  wine,  there 
IS  fcarce  any  houfe  found  in  which  Malt  and  Bear 
IS  not  made,  as  well  in  the  country  as  cities.  But 
however,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  of  mak¬ 
ing  of  it,  for  a  Jong  knife  doth  not  make  a  good 
Cook,  nor  all  drinkers  of  wine  are  good  plahters. 
For  many  have  perfwaded  themfelves,  that,  if  they 
follow  the  footfteps  of  their  fathers,  they  have  done 
well  (although  they  have  been  in  an  errour)  and  be¬ 
ing  fcornful,  refufe  inftrudlion.  Wherefore  fome- 
thing  is  to  be  faid  of  the  difference  of  malting. 
Although  1  never  exercifed  the  Arc  of  making  Beer* 
yet  I  am  certain  I  do  in  that  excel  all  other  Diftil- 
lers,  and  Brewers.  For  I  often  faw,  and  indeed 
with  admiration,  the  fimplicity  of  many  in  their  os 
perations,  although  common,  and  dayly,  to  whom 
though  an  age  (hould  be  granted,  yet  they  would 
never  be  more  thrifty,  being  content  with  their  an¬ 
cient  cuftomes.  Good  God  !  How  perverfe  is  the 
world,  where  nobody  labours  to  find  out  any  good 
neither  is  there  any  one  that  thinks  of  perfeding’ 
and  amending  things  already  found  out:  Where 
all  things  run  to  ruin,  and  all  manner  of  vice  in- 
creafe :  for  now  almoft  every  one  feeks  only  after 
riches  by  right,  or  wrong  j  for  it  (sail  one  with  them, 
if  they  have  them,  not  thinking  that  things  ill  got¬ 
ten  lhall  perilh,  and  that  the  third  heir  fliall  not 
injoy  them,  and  that  unjuft  riches  (hall  devour  thofe 
that  have  been  honeftly  gotten,  with  danger  alfo 
of  eternal  damnation.  I  pray  you,  if  OUr  Anceftors 
had  been  fo  negligent,  and  had  left  nothing  to  us : 
I  pray  you,  I  fay,  what  Arts  and  Sciences  (hould 
we  have  had  now  ?  It  is  come  to  this  pafs  now, 
that  vertues  decreafe,  and  vices  increafe.  ' 


He  that  will  diftill  any  burning  fpirit  by  help  of 
the  diftilling  veffel,  out  of  wine,  metheglin, 
bear,  barley,  wheat,  meal,  apples,  pears,  cherries, 
figs,  ^c.  alfo  out  of  flowers,  feeds,  and  other  ve¬ 
getables,  hath  need  fo  to  prepare  his  materials,  that 
they  may  yield  their  fpirit.  Where  I  thought  it 
convenient,  and  indeed  neceflary  to  fay  Ibmething 
of  the  preparation  of  each  vegetable,  for  better  in¬ 
formation  fake,  or  el(e  a  profitable  diftillation  is  not 
to  be  expeded,  but  labour  in  vain  to  be  feared. 

Aid  firfi  of  the  preparation  of  the  lees  of  wine,  bear, 
hydromel,  and  other  drinks. 

THe  lees  of  wine,  bear,  hydromel,  &c.  have  no 
need  to  be  prepared,  becaufe  they  do  eafily  e- 
nough  of  themfelves  yield  their  fpirit,  unlefs  haply 
having  loft  all  their  humidity  they  he  dryed,  which 
you  may  make  moift  again  by  the  admixion  of  com^ 
mon  v^ter,  left  they  be  burnt  in  diftilling  &  (tick  to 
the  of  which  thing  more  in  the  diftillation 

It  lelt.  Now  flowers,  roots,  hearbs,  feeds,  fruits, 
apples,  pears,  cannot  be  diftilled  without  a  forego¬ 


Of  the  diference  of  malting^ 

THe  difference  of  malt,  by  reafon  whereof  it 
yields  better  or  worfe  beer,  and  fpirit,  confifts 
for  the  moft  part  in  the  preparation  thereof :  for 
being  made  after  the  vulgar  way  it  retains  its  taft^ 
wherefore  it  cannot  yield  good  fpirit,  nor  good 
beer,  which  is  obferved  of  very  few,  wherefore  they 
could  not  draw  forth  good  fpirit  out  of  corn,  but 
fucff  as  favours  of  the  taft  and  fmell  of  the  malt. 
Which  is  not  the  fault  of  the  corn,  but  of  the  ar= 
tificer  not  operating  aright  in  the  preparation  of  his 
malt,  in  diftilling  and  redtifying.  for  if  it  were 
prepared  a  right  in  all  things.  Corn  yields  a  very 
good  fpirit,  not  unlike  to  that  which  is  made  out  of 
the  lees  of  wine,  in  taft,  odour,  and  other  vertues. 
Which  Art,  although  it  be  riot  known  to  all,  yet 
it  doth  not  follow  that  it  is  impoffible  :  Now  I  did 
not  fay  that  it  is  that  common  way,  whereby  that 
fpirit,  which  is  like  to  the  fpirit  of  wine,  is  di¬ 
ftilled,  but  another  which  is  more  fubtil,  and  witty. 
Out  of  all  vegetables  is  drawn  a  burning  fpirit,  yet 
fuch  as  is  perceived  by  fome  difference  of  the  taft, 

Q,  and 
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aud  odour,  but  that  is  not  the  fpirits  faults,  but  of 
the  vegetable,  as  of  hearbs,  feeds,  corn)  com* 
municating  their  vertues,  tall ,  and  odour  to  the 
fpirit :  whence  that  fpirit  deferves  to  be  called  not 
fimple,  but  compounded,  for  elfe  all  the  burning  fpi¬ 
rit  (being  rightly  redified  from  its  flegm)  is  made 
out  of  any  thing,  having  the  fame  vertues  with 
the  fpirit  of  wine,  although  it  feem  improbable  to 
fome.  I  do  not  deny  that  one  fimple  may  yield 
more  or  Icfs  fweet  fpirit  than  another.  For  fwee- 
ter  wines  yields  fweeter  fpirits :  Alfo  clear  wine 
yields  a  fweeter  fpirit  than  the  lees  of  wine,  al¬ 
though  they  come  forth  out  of  one  and  the  fame 
velTel:  For  clarified  wine,  and  that  which  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fasces  yields  a  fweeter  fpirit  than 
the  Lees,  and'  impure  and  heterogeneal  fediment, 
which  corrupts  the  fimple,  and  fweet  fpirit,  with  a 
ftrong  taft  and  fmell:  fo  that  that  may  defer vedly, 
being  as  it  were  fimple,  be  preferred  before  this 
which  is  accidentally  corrupted-  And  this  is  to  be 
underftood  of  all  other  fpirits.  What  hath  hither¬ 
to  been  faid,  hath  beenfpoken  for  the  fakes  of  them, 
who  have  perfwaded  themfelves  that  they  could  not 
perform  chymical-operations  fo  well  by  the  fpirit 
of  corn  ,  as  with  the  fpirit  of  Wine,  for  I  never 
found  any  difference  of  them  in  the  extradion  of 
minerals  or  vegetables.  Let  hirn  therefore  that  can, 
receive  my  opinion,  and  experience,  feeing  I  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  contradicting  Carpers: 
Without  hurt  to  others  I  dare  not  reveal  the  Art 
of  diftilling  a  fweet  fpirit  with  great  profit  out  of 
corn,  in  all  things  like  to  that  which  is  made  of  the 
fseces  of  wine,  'viz..  without  the  preparation  or 
grinding  of  the  malt,  which  fhall  haply  be  C  * 
£xplicat.  Mtrac.  communicated  elfewhcre at 

fome  time  or  other.  For  this  Book  is  not  written 
for  the  publifhing  of  fecrets,  but  of  a  new  invented 
diftillation.  But  thou  that  wilt  make  a  fweet  burn¬ 
ing  fpirit  out  of  malt  of  honey  j  know^  this,  that 
the  corn  mull  be  brought  after  a  certain  peculiar 
manner  into  malt,  and  lofe  its  ungrateful  favour  be¬ 
fore  its  diftilling,  and  fermenting,  or  elfe  after  the 
wonted  manner  a  certain  ungrateful  li)irit  will  be 
drawn  from  thence,  that  cannot  be  compared  to  the 
fpirit  of  wine.  The  whole  Art  thereof  confifts  in 
a  true  preparation  j  for  ungrateful  things  are  by 
Art  brought  into  gratefulnefs,  and  on  the  contra¬ 
ry  grateful  things  are  made  ungrareful  by  negli¬ 
gence.  And  thus  much  for  information  fake. 

Of  the  fermentation  of  Malt. 

TAke  of  Malt  ground  in  a  Mill  as  much  as  you 
pleafe,  upon  which  in  a  wooden  velTel  fet  up 
right,  pour  cold  water,  as  much  as  will  moyften 
it,  and  ferve  for  mixtion  and  comminution  j  then 
alfo  pour  as  much  warm  water  as  will  fuffice  for 
the  making  the  mixture  moift  and  thin,  and  alfo 
warm  ^  for  it  muft  be  neither  hot  nor  cold :  which 
being  done  mix  with  it  fome  new  barm,  and  cover- 
it  with  a  cloth,  and  in  a  ftiort  fpace,  being  expofed 
to  heat,  it  will  begin  to  ferment  (  wherefore  the 
veflel  is  not  tobefilledto  the  top;  and  leave  it  fo  long 
in  fermentation ,  until  the  mixture  defcends,  which 
for  the  moft  part  is  wont  to  be  done  the  third  day, 
and  the  malt  will  be  ready  for  diftillation. 


Of  the  fermentation  of  Honey. 

N  Either  hath  honey  any  need  of  a  fingular  Art 
in  its  fermentation ,  becaufe  being  mixed 
with  <5,  7,  8,  or  lo.  parts  of  warm  water,  it 
is  diffolved,  and  unto  the  folution  is  added  fer¬ 
ment,  as  has  been  fpoken  concerning  malt,  which 
afterward  is  left  covered  in  fome  heat  for  to  be  fer¬ 
mented,  being  fit  for  diftillation  when  it  becomes 
to  wax  hot.  Now  know  that  too  great  a  quanti-* 
ty  of  honey  makes  a  very  flow  fermentation^  viz.i 
of  fome  weeks  and  months ;  wherefore  for  accele¬ 
ration  fake,  I  advife  that  a  greater  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter  be  added  •,  although  otherwife  it  yields  plenty 
of  fpirits,  but  ungrateful,  which  therefore  1  advife 
no  body  to  diftil  as  being  unprofitable,  unlefs  any  one 
know  how  to  take  away  the  *  ungratefulnefs  there¬ 
of.  f  *  See  the  Confolat.  of  Navigators.  ] 

Of  the  preparation  of  FruitSy  Seeds^  Flowers^ 
HerbSf  RootSf  &c.  • 

THe  fruits  of  trees,  as  Cherries,  Plumbs,  Apples, 
Pears,  Figs,  Juniper-berries,  Eld er- berries , 
Dwarf-elder,  and  Mulberries,  &c.  are  bruifed  in 
wooden  velTels,  with  w'ooden  peftils  ^  and  upon  them 
being  bruifed,  is  poured  warm  water,  and  ferment 
added  to  quicken  it,  as  hath  been  above  faid  of 
malt.  Seeds  are  broken  in  a  milU  flowers,  hearbs  and 
roots,  are  cut  fmall,  and  are  ftirred  up  to  fermen¬ 
tation  by  mixing  of  warm  water,  and  barm  or  yeft. 

jIn  Annotation. 

BEfore  thou  diftil  the  aforefaid  vegetables  prepa¬ 
red  by  the  helpoffermentation,diligently  weigh, 
and  accurately  obferve  whether  the  mixture  be  fuf- 
ficiently  fermented,  for  fometimes  there  is  too  much 
cold,  or  hot  water  put  to  it ;  fometimes  the  velTel  is 
not  well  covered,  by  which  means  the  cold  air  is 
let  in,  whence  the  fermentation  is  hindred,  and  con- 
quendy  the  diftillation  of  the  fpirit:  For  by  the 
help  of  fermentation  the  burning  fpirit  of  the  vege¬ 
tables  is  fet  at  liberty,  without  which  it  cannot  be 
done  \  alfo  the  diftillation  is  hindred  by  too  much 
haft,  as  well  as  by  too  much  delay ;  for  if  you  be¬ 
gin  to  diftill  before  the  time,  viz.,  fermentation  not 
being  Jyet  perfeded,  thou  (halt  have  but  few  fpi¬ 
rits ;  wherefore  alfo  the  better  part  is,  by  many  that 
arc  unskilful,  call  to  the  fwine,  but  without  any 
great  lofs,  if  the  matter  were  malt,  becaufe  that 
fwine  are  fed  therewith-,  but  not  fo  if  other  vege¬ 
tables  were  the  matter  of  the  diftillation.  Alfo  too 
much  flownefs  where  the  matter  begins  to  be  fowre 
before  it  be  diftilied,  yields  very  few  fpirits,  that 
which  often  happens,  whilft:  hearbs,  and  flowers, 
&c.  are  out  of  ignorance  left  in  fermentation  3, 4, 
5.  and  more  weeks,  before  they  be  difl:illed,  for  the 
greateft  part  of  the  fpirit  is  then  turned  to  vinegar, 
which  would  not  be  fo  very  ill  done,  if  fo  be  thefe 
men  knew  how  to  clarifie  the  remainders,  and  turn  it 
into  vinegar,  that  nothing  thereof  might  be  loft  j 
for  the  vinegars  of  hearbs,  flowers,  feeds,  and  roots 
are  not  to  be  contemned.  And  fo  often  times  fa 
thing  to  be  lamented)  the  better  part,  if  they  be 
fpices,  and  pretious  ^ings,  is  loft. 

The  matter  of  the  diftillation,  and  other  choice 
things,  as  feeds  and  hearbs  arecaft  away  with  lofs  ^ 
wherefore  for  admonition  fake  I  was  willing  to  add 
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fuch  things  that  the  operators  may  have  an  oppor= 
tunity  to  confider  the  matter  a  little  more  profound¬ 
ly  with  therafelves,  or  at  leaft  of  learning  the  art 
of  diftilling  from  countrymen,  who  do  not  fufter 
their  malt  to  putrefy,  grow  fower  or  mouldy,  be¬ 
fore  they  fall  upon  their  diftillations,  but  prefent* 
ly  fermentation  being  made  (the  third  or  the  fourth 
day)  begin  their  diflillation. 

But  fome  one  will  objeft,  that  my  vegetable  fpi- 
rlts  are  not  pure  by  reafon  of  the  ferment  that  is 
mixed,  having  in  it  felf  a  fpirit.  1  anfwer,  there 
is  not  fo  great  a  portion  of  the  ferment  mixed  which 
can  corrupt  the  vegetable  fpirit-  For  although  fome 
fpoonfuls  of  ferment  yielding  but  a  few  drops  of 
fpirits  be  added  to  a  great  quantity  of  the  vegeta¬ 
bles  i  yet  there  can  come  no  hurt  or  detriment  to 
fo  many  quarts  of  the  vegetable  fpirit.  I  have  feen 
fome  fufwrcilious  men  that  would  not  add  ferment 
to  the  matter  of  their  fpirit,  but  fugar  or  honey, 
by  which  they  would  promote  fermentation,  and  fo 
have  thought  to  get  a  pure  fpirit,  not  confidering 
that  honey  and  fugar,  after  fermentation  are  made 
to  yield  their  fpirit  alfo,  whereof  one  fpoonful 
yields  more  than  ten  or  twenty  of  Barm :  But  ho- 
ny  and  fugar  fermenting  not  without  difficulty  them- 
felves,  how  can  they  promote  the  fermentation  of 
other  things  ?  Who  alfo  have  had  experience,  that 
the  addition  of  their  ferment  hath  been  fuperfluous, 
whilft  their  flowers  and  hearbs  have  flood  fome  weeks 
in  maceration,  before  they  begun  to  ferment,  and 
that  often  times  they  have  contracted  an  acidity, 
rauflinefs  and  ftink,  the  reafon  of  which  was  an  un- 
futable  ferment.  There  are  indeed  the  fruits  of 
fome  trees  that  have  a  fweet  and  full  juice,  as  grapes, 
cherries,  apples,  pears,  figs,  &c,  which  need  not 
the  addition  of  any  ferment,  having  a  natural  fer¬ 
ment  of  their  own,  but  other  vegetables  not  fo,  be¬ 
ing  lean,  as  hearbs,  flowers  and  roots-  It  is  necef- 
fary  there  to  promote  the  fermentation  of  them  by 
the  addition  of  a  futable  ferment,  left  in  length  of 
time  thefe  hearbs  and  feeds  lofe  their  fpirit  exha¬ 
ling  in  maceration.  And  thus  much  I  was  willing  to 
fay  for  information  fake,  and  indeed  for  the  fake 
of  them  who  feek  after  the  bell  and  choicefl  me¬ 
dicines,  wanting  a  good  burning  fpirit  as  a  compa¬ 
nion  applicable  to  them.  For  this  fpirit  came  not 
only  by  it  felf,  as  Aqua  into  a  medicinal  ufe 
as  well  internal  as  external,  efpecially  that  which  is 
prepared  of  cordial,  and  cephalick  hearbs ;  but  al¬ 
fo  being  united  with  the  proper  oyls  of  thofe  hearbs 
in  many  defperate  difeafes,  where  it  could  put  forth 
its  vertues  eminently. 

And  thus  much  fufficeth  concerning  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  vegetables  that  goes  before  the  diftillation 
of  burning  Ipirits. 

The  manner  of  difiilling  in  genet d  follomth, 

He  that  is  going  to  diftil,  hath  need  tollir  his 
fermented  matter  very  well  with  a  ftick,  that 
the  thicker  parts  may  be  well  mixed  with  the  thin¬ 
ner,  and  then  he  mull  fill  therewith  his  diftilling 
veflel  fet  upon  a  treefoot,  and  joyned  to  the  copper 
globe  in  the  furnace  on  one  fide,  and  to  the  refrigera¬ 
tory  on  the  other,  the  joints  in  all  places  being 
well  clofed  either  with  Oxe-bladders,orwithftarch 
and  paper.  Alfo  the  interiour  part  of  the  globe  in 
the  diftilling  veflel  muft  be  fenced  with  a  copper 
or  wooden  basket,  that  the  herbs,  feeds,  and  other 
things  enter  not  into  the  globe^  into  which  only 


59 

water  muft  come-  Alfo  the  upper  hole  muft  be 
clofe  flopped  with  a  fitting  ftopple  wrapt  about 
with  linnen  clouts,  (wz..  that  hole  by  which  the 
matter  to  be  diftilled  is  put  in)  like  to  vellels  of 
wine  that  are  flopped.  Which  being  well  done, 
you  muft  kindle  the  fire  in  the  furnace  under  the 
globe,  until  all  the  matter  in  the  whole  veflel  boyl 
well,  and  that  burning  fpirit  rife,  and  go  out,  through 
the  refrigeratory  (  where  it  is  condenfed  )  into  the 
glafs  receiver  that  is  fet  under  it,  no  lefs  than  that 
diftilled  out  of  a  ftill  ( and  you  muft  continue  the  fire  till 
all  the  fpirit  be  come  forth,  which  you  may  knovy 
by  the  tafte.  Which  being  done,  and  all  things  be¬ 
ing  cold,  let  the  remainders  be  taken  out  by  the 
lower  large  tap-hole,  for  meat  for  fvine,  or  other 
^h^  fpirit  that  is  drawn  off  may  be  exalted, 
and  rectified  at  your  pleafure  in  the  fame  velfel , 
being  firft  made  clean  together  with  the  refrigera¬ 
tory.  ^  Note  well,  that  fometimes  there  is  left  a  fat 
oyl  with  the  flegra  in  redtifying  of  the  fpirit,  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  that  hearb  of  which  that  was  the  fpi¬ 
rit,  which  did  diftil  off  with  the  fpirit  from  the  mat¬ 
ter  with  a  ftrong  fire  in  the  firft  diftillation,  but  in 
the  redifying  could  not  afcend  with  the  fpirit  in 
a  gentle  fire,  but -  is  conftrained  to  remain  with  the 
infipid  flegm.  And  this  oyl  alfo  hath  its  vertues, 
efpecially  that  which  is  redified  by  a  glafs  gourd  in 
Balneo,  with  the  fpirit  of  fait,  and  clarified.  Now 
the  like  oyl  is  got  almoft  from  all  hearbs,  roots, 
feeds,  flowers,  and  fruits,  but  out  of  one  fubjed  mere 
than  another,  ^  according  to  the  hot  and  cold  temper 
thereof.  Efpecially  the  fediment  of  wines  yields  a  good 
quantity  of  fuch  oyl,  which  being  redified  is  a  me¬ 
dicinal  true  oyl  of  wine,  but  not  before  endued  with 
a  fweet  favour,  and  itds  an  excellent  cordial,  al¬ 
though  I  know  no  body  that  knew  this  before. 

And  thus  I  have  fliewed  the  general  way  of  di¬ 
ftilling,  burning  fpirits,  by  help  of  the  aforefaid 
wooden  diftillatory.  Now  alfo  follows, 

The  manner  of  difiilling  Spices  Seeds,  Flowers^ 
Heaths,  Roots,  Woods,  &c. 

Firft,  the  feeds  muft  be  broken  in  a  mill,  flowers, 
hearbs,  and  roots  cut  fmall,  the  woods  broken 
or  rafped,  upon  which  afterwards  a  good  quantity 
of  water  (in  which  they  may  fwim ;  muft  be  pour¬ 
ed  for  the  maceration  of  them,  fo  that  when  the 
diftillation  is  ended  there  may  remain  Ibme  water, 
left  for  want  of  water  they  be  burnt  in  the  diftil- 
ling,  and  yield  an  oyl  favouring  of  an  empyreuma  , 
and  not  fweet.  Neither  i§  too  great  a  quantity  to 
be  poured  upon  them,  but  as  much  as  fljall  ferve  to 
prevent  the  burning  of  the  aforefaid  vegetables  in 
the  diftilling  of  the  oyl  thereof.  And  indeed  frefli 
vegetables  may  prelently  without  any  foregoing  ma¬ 
ceration,  being  put  with  their  proper  waters  into  the 
diftilling  veflel  be  diftilled.  But  they  that  be  dry 
may  for  the  fpace  of  fome  dayes  be  macerated  be¬ 
fore  they  be  diftilled.  Allb  the  water  appointed 
for  maceration  muft  be  lalted,  for  the  better  mol- 
lifing,  and  opening  the  aforefaid  materials,  that  they 
may  Iboner  yield  their  oyl.  Now  green  and  frefli 
need  not  any  fait  water,  yet  it  will  not  be  hurt¬ 
ful  to  mix  fome  therewith,  becaufe  fait  helps  the 
boyling  water,  lb  as  to  make  the  oyl  more  eafily 
to  afcend.  It  alfo  helps  and  furthers  diftillation  as 
doth  Tartar  and  Allo^,  if  they  be  rightly  mix¬ 
ed  and  ordered.  Which  being  all  rightly  done , 
the  materials  that  are  macerated  rapft  be  put  by  a 
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funnel  into  the  diftilling  vellcl,  and 
enas  hath  been  fpoken  concerning  the  burning  Ipi 
rit'and  the  oyl  of  the  feed,  or  wood  macerated 
in  the  water  will  come  forth  in  the  diftillation  to¬ 
gether  with  the  water.  And  although  by  this  way 
more  oyl  comes  forth,  Maceration  being  made 
by  the  Edition  of  fait,  than  without  fait,  by  the 
heb  of  the  fweet  water  alone,  as  is  the  falhion  in 
all  places  almoft  w  diltill  oyls  of  fpices  yet  much 
remaines  infeparable  by  the  water,  and  cOTfequent- 
Iv  not  to  be  fublimed  with  the  water.  Therefore 

the  better  way  is  that  which  ^  S 

part  to  be  performed  with  the  fpiritof  fait,  which 
if  you  pleafe  you  may  follow.  All  the  oyl  being 
come  forth  (which  is  perceived  by  the  changing  of 
the  receivers)  the  fire  is  to  be  extinguilhed,  and 
the  remainder  is  to  be  taken  out,  which  if  it  e  o 
feeds,  hearbs,  or  fruits,'  may,  being  yet  warm  be 
fermented  by  the  addition  of  ferment  for  the  diftill* 
ing  of  the  fpirit,  of  which  there  cannot  be  fo  great 
a  quantity  by  reafon  of  taking  away  of  the  oyl,  as 
otherwife  is  drawn  out  of  things  that  have  not  loft 
their  oyl:  For  all  burning  fpirit  partakes  of  much 
oyl,  oftheeftence,  and  nature  whereof  more  a  little 
after  Now  fpirits  muft  be  made  without  the  ad-- 
dition  of  any  fait,  for  fait  hinders  the  fermentati¬ 
on,  without  which  the  burning  fpirit  cannot  be  had. 
PiUt  the  water  that  is  diftilled  together  with  the 
oyl  is  to  be  fet  in  a  certain  temperate  place,  un= 
til  the  oyl  afcend,  and  fwim  upon  the  water,  from 
whence  it  is  to  be  feparated  with  a  Tunnel  (of 
which  in  the  fifth  part,)  alfo  there  are  forae  oyls 
which  do  not  afcend,  but  fall  to  the  bottom,  which 
are  alfo  to  be  feparated  with  a  Tunnel,  and  kept 
for  their  ufes-  Now  how  thefe  oyls  may  be  l^pt 
clear  long,  and  not  contrad  any  claraminefs,  (hall 
be  taught  in  the  fifth  part;  but  how  they  may  after 
they  have  loft  their  clearnefs  bylong  ftanding,  and 
are  become  tenacious,  be  reftored  and  clarified  a- 
gain,  is  taught  in  the  firft  part,  wherefore  1  need 
not  here  repeat  it. 
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//otp  Oyls  m  to  be  coagulated  into  Balfames. 

T  hath  been  the  cuftom  a  long  time  to  turn  aroma- 
ji  tical  oyls  into  Balfams,  where  always  one  hath 
been  willing  to  excel  another  in  thi^Art,  which  ne- 
verthelefs  was  nothing  hitherto,'  but  for  a  walhmg 
and  cleanfingi  for  they  could  not  be  ufed  inward-- 
ly  but  only  outwardly  for  their  odour  to  comfort 
the  heart  and  brain.  Now  the  aforefaid  oyls  are 
coagulated  many  ways,  and  are  made  portable  m 
Tin,  Silver,  and  ivory  boxes. 

Some  have  mixed  the  fat  of  a  lamb  with  them  by 
help  of  heat,  and  have  turned  them  into  a  liniment, 
which  they  have  coloured  with  divers  colours  ;  as 
for  example,  they  have  corrupted  the  oyls  of  green 
hearbs ;  as  rofemary,  marjoram,  lavender,  rue,  f^ge, 
with  a  green  colour,  by  the  admixtion  of  verdi- 
greafe  (which  is  noxious  to  the  head  and  heart) 
where  one  corroborates  and  refrefheth,  another  de- 
ftroys.  They  have  tinged  theBalfam  of  Cinnamon, 
and  Rhodium  with  a  red  colour  by  the  help 

of  a  poyfonous  Cinnabar.  Others  that  are  more  m- 
duftrious,  have  tinged  their  Oyls  with  extrafted  co¬ 
lours  of  vegetables,  which  baifams  are  more  fafely 
taken  inward  :  But  they  are  not  durable,  acquiring 
a  fliminefs  and  ftink  •,  wherefore  they  have  mixed 
white  wax  to  coagulate  them  :  By  which  means 
they  are  become  more  durable  without  ftmkmg ;  but 


yet  in  length  of  time  fo  tenacious,  that  being  fmea- 
red  or  rubbed  upon  the  skin,  they  ftick  faft  by 
reafon  of  the  wax  that  is  mixed  with  them  :  at  laft 
others  have  found  out  a  better  way  of  coagulating 
aromatical  oyls,  and  other  things,  viz.,  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  the  oyl  of  Nutmeg  made  by  expreffion, 
having  loft  its  odour  and  colour  by  fpirit  of  wine  ; 
which  they  called  the  Mother  of  Balfames  And  this 
way  hath  been  a  long  time  concealed  by  Apo¬ 
thecaries  as  a  great  lecret ,  until  at  length  it  is 
become  common,  fo  that  balfames  prepared  af¬ 
ter  this  manner  arc  fold  almoft  in  all  (hops :  But 
although  that  be  the  beft  way,  yet  they  are  not 
durable  balfames  that  are  made  that  way,  becaufe 
they  lack  fait.  I  do  not  contemn  and  difapprove 
of  Balfames  made  after  this  way ,  for  if  a  better 
way  had  been  known,  better  had  been  made ,  for 
no  man  is  obliged  beyond  his  power.  Wherefore 
they  are  not  only  to  be  excufed,  that  have  ufed 
Lambs  fat.  Wax,  and  the  oyl  of  Nutmegs  in  the 
making  of  their  Balfames,  but  alfo  to  be  honoured 
for  their  communication.  Now  feeing  the  afore¬ 
faid  Balfames  cannot  be  taken  inwardly,  nor  be 
fo  well  outwardly  adminiftred  by  reafon  of  their 
undluofity ,  others  have  confulted  to  congeal  the 
Oyls  by  the  admixtion  of  their  own  proper  fix- 
falts  :  And  Balfames  prepared  after  this  manner 
are  made  free  from  clamminefs,or  tenacioufnefs,  and 
may  be  diflblved  in  wine,  beer,  or  any  liquor- 
Wherefore  they  may  be  not  only  conveniently 
taken  inward,  but  alfo  more  fitly  than  thofe  old,  be 
rubed  outwardly  for  the  odours  fake,  becaufe  they 
are  eafily  walked  off  again  with  water.  They  do 
not  only  give  a  moft  fweet  odour  being  rubbed, 
but  alfo  by  reafon  of  the  admixtion  of  the  fixed 
fait,  having  the  nature  of  fait  of  Tartar,  do  beau¬ 
tify  the  skin.  Wherefore  they  are  to  be  com¬ 
mended,  being  dilTolved  in  fair  warm  water  for  a 
otion  for  the  head,  and  face;  not  only  becaufe 
they  beautify,  but  corroborate  with  their  excellent 
odour-,  which  thofe  fat  Balfames  cannot  do.  Where¬ 
fore  this  way  is  to  be  preferred  far  before  the 
other. 

Let  him  therefore  that  will,  receive  what  I  have 
faid  for  rare  and  new  things  are  not  alwayes  accept 
ted  ,*  efpecially  being  ohfcure .-  but  I  hope  for  the 
approbation  of  the  age  to  come. 


The  manner  of  preparing  follows. 

TAke  the  remains  of  the  burning  fpirit,  and  be¬ 
ing  put  into  a  fack ,  prefs  it  hard :  reduce 
the  water  prelTed  out  into  vinegar ,  and  of  rofes 
thou  flialt  have  a  rofe  vinegar,  and  of  other  things 
another,  being  the  beft  in  a  Family  for  to  feafon 
meats ;  then  take  the  remains  out  of  the  fack, 
and  reduce  it  to  white  alhes  in  a  potters  furnace, 
upon  which  pour  the  flegm  of  its  own  burning  fpi¬ 
rit  (  being  feparated  )  to  extradl:  the  fait ,  from 
which  evaporate  again  all  the  humidity  in  a  gla¬ 
zed  earthen  pot:  calcine  the  coagulated- fait  gent¬ 
ly  in  a  clean  crucible ,  and  it  will  be  white  and 
be  like  to  fait  of  tartar  in  taft ;  from  which  ab- 
ftraft,  fometimes  its  own  proper  burning  fpirit, 
calcining  the  fait  firft  every  time-,  and  the  fpint 
will  be  fo  exalted  by  its  proper  fait,  that  it  will 
prefently  alTume  its  proper  oyl,  and  will,  being  pour¬ 
ed  upon  it,  aftociate  it  to  it  felf  fo  as  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  no  more  in  the  fpirit,  which  will  remain  ve¬ 
ry  clear :  Which  being  done,  calcine  the  fait  yet 

once 


Part  I. 


Pbilofo^hical  Furnace! 


once  more  very  well  in  a  crucible ,  and  dilTolve 
fo  much  of  ic  in  its  proper  flegm,  as  fufficeth  for  the 
coagulation  of  the  oyl,  then  mix  this  folution  with 
the  burning  fpirit,  mixed  with  its  oyl,  and  fet  it 
in  a  vial  of  a  long  neck  well  Itopt,  in  Balneo,  that 
the  fpirit  may  not  exhale ,  in  the  codion  of  it, 
6nd  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  there  will  be  an 
union  of  the  mixture  which  will  be  as  white  as 
milk.  Which  being  done,  let  the  glafs  cool,  for 
there  is  a  conjundion  of  the  fpirit,  oyI,and  fait,  fo 
that  neither  can  be  difcerned  from  another,  which 
is  to  be  poured  into  a  velTel  of  a  wide  mouth,  and 
it  will  be  congealed  in  the  cold  like  a  white  oint¬ 
ment,  not  only  to  be  anointed  withal,  but  alfo  to 
be  dilfolved  in  any  liquor,  being  of  an  excellent 
odour,  which  may  alfo  be  given  inwardly  very^con- 
veniently,  and  being  ufed  outwardly  it  makes  the 
skin  beautiful  and  fweet  \  wherefore  this  is  that 
moll:  delired  balfame  of  Princes  and  Ladies-  And 
by  this  way  the  three  principles  of  vegetables*,  be¬ 
ing  feparated,  and  purified,  are  again  reunited,  in 
which  union  there  is  found  the  whole  vertue,  tail:, 
and  odour  of  the  vegetable. 

Note  well,  That  he  that  will  colour  balfames, 
muft  draw  the  colour  out  of  vegetables  with  fpi¬ 
rit  of  wine,  which  he  muft  make  to  be  coagulated 
together  with  it.  After  this  aforefaid  manner, 
therefore  you  may  draw  out  of  any  vegetable  that 
hath  in  it  fait ,  fpirit  and  oyl  ,  foluble  and  well 
fmelling  balfomes  without  the  addition  of  any  o- 
ther  ftrange  thing,  which  are  not  to  be  contemned. 

And  becaufe  here  alfo  is  taught  that  moft  odo¬ 
riferous  balfame  of  rofes,  for  rofes  yield  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  oyl,  without  which  that  cannot  be  done,  know 
that  not  only  rofes  or  fofe  leaves  alfo  are  to  be 
taken  for  the  making  the  aforefaid  balforae,  but 
alfo  together  with  the  leaves  thofe  whole  knots; 
for  that  yellow  that  is  in  them  yields  that  oyl, 
not  the  rofe  leaves,  And  let  what  hath  been 

faid  fuffice  concerning  ouf  preparation  of  balfames, 
which  if  they  be  rightly  made,  are  not  I  fuppofe, 
to  be  contemned,  neither  do  I  rejefl  thofe  that  are 
made  without  fait :  Let  him  that  hath  better  com¬ 
municate  them,and  not  carp  at  ours.  And  fo  I  would 
that  all  and  each  procefs  Ihould  be  comprehended 
under  fome  one  general ,  viz.,  of  diftilling  burning 
fpirits,  and  oyls,  by  the  help  of  a  wooden  diftill¬ 
ing  veflel ,  and  their  conjunflion  by  the  help  of 
their  proper  fixed  fait,  I  could  here  add  more  things 
concerning  the  ufe,  and  vertues  of  fpirits  of  wine,  . 
and  of  thofe  moft  fweet  vegetable  oyls ;  but  be¬ 
caufe  they  are  clearly  enough  fpoken  of  by  others, 

I  account  it  a  fuperfluous  thing  tO'  repeat  the  fay- 
ings  of  others,  being  contented  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  one  only  general  procefs,  which  you  may 
imitate  in  other  particulars. 

There  follows  mw  the  fife  of  the  fecofid  wooden  vejfef 
which  is  to  be  fifed  inftead  of  thofe  cf  copper  or  lead-, 
fervtng  for  difiUlationSf  digefiionsy  extractions.^  and 
fixations. ' 

THe  veflel  being  made  ready  according  to  the 
prefcription  fet  down  before,  there  is  nothing 
elfe  to  do,  than  to  fit  the  furnace  with  the  globe,  j 
and  at  your  pkafure  to  heat  water  in  it,  with  a 
government  of  the  fire  in  the  furnace.  Now  all 
things  may  here  be  done,  which  otherwife  are  done 
in  a  common  Balneo where  there  is  no  other  dif¬ 
ference  but  of  veflels  ;  here  is  ufed  a  wooden  vef- 


fel,  there  a  copper,  leaden,  or  iron,  &c.  .  In  this 
operation  alfo  is  hfed  the  fame  furnace  with  the 
fame  globe,  which  was  ufed  above  in  thediftillation, 
wherefore  you  need  add  nothing  elfe  belide,  for 
nothing  is  more  common  than  a  Balnetm  in  diftil 
lation ;  let  the  demonftration  therefore  of  the  ufe 
of  the  copper  globe  fuffice.  Now  I  thought  it 
worth  while  to  let  down  fome  Chymical  medici;, 
nal  eXtrads  not  common ,  which  may  be  made 
by  the  help  c^f  this  Balneum.^  which  being  rightly 
prepared  do  many  things  in  many  difeafes. 

And  firjt  of  a  vomitive  Extract .  q 

TAke  an  ounce  of  the  flowers  of  Antimony,  of 
purifyed  Tartar  |  ij.  of  fugar-candy  ^  vj.  of 
rain  water  two  pints,  being  mixed  together,  fet 
them  in  a  ftrong  vial  in  Balneo  for  to  be  coded, 
and  make  them  to  boyl  ftrongly  the  fpace  of  ten 
or  twelve  hours.  Then  the  Balneum  being  cold, 
take  out  the  glafs,  and  pour  forth  the  decodion, 
and  filter  it  thi'ough  a  brown  paper  put  into  a  tun¬ 
nel  ;  the  filtred  water  will  be  reddiffi  betwixt  fweet 
and  fowre,  which  take  (the  feces  in  the  filtre  being 
call  away  j\nd  in  a  linall  gourd  glafs  draw  off 
all  the  moifture  with  a  gentle  fire  in  Balneo  unto 
the  confiftency  of  honey  of  a  brownilh  colour,  up¬ 
on  which  again  pour  a  pint  of  fpirit  of  wine, 
poured  forth  into  a  vial  with  a  long  neck  ;  and 
fet  it  in  Balneo  with  a  moderate  heat  the  Ipace  of 
eight  or  lixteen  hours,  and  then  the  fpirit  of  wine 
will  feparate,  and  extrad  the  effence  ,  which  will 
be  more  pure  and  noble  ,  the  fxces  being  left 
in  the  bottom  ;  which  after  all  things  are  cold 
are  to  be  feparated  by  the  Help  of  Filtration 
through  a  double  brown  paper.  Then  take  the 
red  tindure  that  is  filtred,  and  in  a  gourd  glafs 
ih  a  gentle  Balneo  draw  off  almoft  all  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  wine  until  there  remain  a  matter  like  a  very 
fweet  fyrup,  which  being  taken  out  keep  as  a  moft 
excellent  vomitive  j  moft  profitable  in  many  di¬ 
feafes  ,  where  other  Catharticks  can  do  nothing. 
For  this  medicine  works  rnoft  gently ,  wherefore 
it  may  be  given  to  children  of  a  year  and  half 
old  without  danger,  and  alfo  to  old  men.  This 
medicine  purgeth*  and  attrads  all  humors  from  the 
nerves ,  and  veins ,  opens  all  obftrudidns  of  the 
liver,  fpleen,  liings,  and  kidneys,  by  which  means 
many  moft  grievous  difeafes  are  cured. 

I  never  found  a  vomitive  comparable  to  this,  which 
works  quickly  andfafely.  The  dofe  of  it  is  from 
grain  i,  2,  3,4.  to  lo.  and  30.  according  to  the 
age  and  ficknefs.  It  may  be  taken  by  it  felf,  or 
in  wine,  beer,  and  it  will  within  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  begin  to  work,  and  ceafeth  within  two 
hours.  Sometimes  it  doth  not  provoke  vomit  at  all,, 
but  only  ftools,  where  a  glyfter  is  very  helpful  if 
it  be  given  a  little  before  the  adminiftring  of  the 
aforfaid  medicine ,  being  made  of  two  or  three 
Ipoonful  of  oyl  Olive,  and  fait  water;  for  the 
glyfter  prepares  the  way  below,  fo  that  it  feldome 
then  works  by  way  of  vomit :  when  alfo  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  prefently  after  the  taking  of  the  .medi¬ 
cine  hold  hot  tofted  bread  to  his  mouth  and  nofe,’ 
which  hinders  vomiting  and  promotes  the  opera¬ 
tion  by  ftool,  But  in  my  judgment  it  is  better 
not  to  hinder  the  medicine  feeking  a  fpontaneous 
way  of  operation,  and  not  forced :  for  vomiting- 
is  more  convenient  for  fome,  than  purging  by  ftool. 

R  Now 
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Now  thefe  things  I  have  fpoken  for  the  fake  of 
thofe,  who  although  they  abhor  vomiting,  yet  de- 
fire  to  be  purged  by  the  ellence  of  Antimony, 
which  is  of  all  that  I  know  the'moft  fafe,  and 
fweet  Cathartick.  For  it  fearcheth  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  far  better  than  all  others  >  and  frees  it  iiom 
many  occult  difeafes,  the  which  all  other  vegeta- 
ble  Catharticks  could  not  do.  It  hath  alfo  this 
commodity  in  it^  that  although  by  littlenefs  of  the 
dofe,  or  the  ftrong  nature  of  the  pa'tient  it  doth 
not  work  by  vomit  or  ftool>  yet  it  doth  not  ^  like 
other  medicines  hurt  the  body  7  but  works  either 
by  fweat  or  urine,  fo  that  Antimony  being  right¬ 
ly  prepared  is  feldome  adminiftred  without  profit- 
When  as  on  the  contrary,  vegetable,  Catharticks 
being  given  in  lefs  dole  or  by  reafon  of  fome  o- 
ther  caufes  do  not  work ,  although  they  do  not 
in^kc  the  body  fwcllj  nnd  produce  inanifeft  difeufes^ 
yet  they  threaten  to  the  body  occult  ficknefles. 

Now  the  ArcAnum  of  Antimony  doth  not  onely 
not  do  hurt,  if  it  do  not  fenfibly  operate,  but' by 
infenfible  working  doth  much  good  to  the  body  of 
man.  Wherefore  there  is  a  great  difference  be¬ 
twixt  purging  minerals,  and  vegetables.  For  mi* 
nerals  are  given  in  a  lefs  dofe  without  naufeouf- 
nefs,  but  vegetables  with  a  great  deal  of  naufeouf- 
nefsj  and  fometimes  with  danger  to  the  lick  in  a 
greater  dofe-  Now  that  naufeoufnefs  alfo  proceed¬ 
ing  oftentimes  from  the  great  dofe  of  the  ungrate¬ 
ful  bitter  potions  does  more  hurt  than  the  potion 
it  felf.  I  wifh  that  fuch  kind  of  grofs  medicines 
were  aboliOied,  and  the  fweet  Extrafts  of  Vegetp 
bles  and  Efiences  of  Minerals  were  fubftituted  in 
their  place. 

A  ExtraEl- 


extrad  I  put  down  for  the  fakes  of  thofe  that 
fear  Minerals,  and  abhor  Vomits,  which  in  ray 
judgment  is  the  bell  of  all  vegetable  Cathatticks. 

A  Diafhoreticat  Extra^. 

TAke  the  wood  Saffafras,  SarlTaparilla,  of  each  fix 
ounces  5  Ginger,  Galengal,  Zedoary,  of  each 
three  ounces ;  long  Pepper,  Cardamoms,  Cubebs,  of 
each  an  ounce ;  Cinnamon,  Mace,  of  each  half  an 
ounce;  Englifli  Saffron,  Nutmeg,  Cloves,  of  each  a 
dram :  Let  the  woods  be  rafped,  the  roots  and  fpi- 
ces  pondered,  pour  upon  them,  being  mixed,  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  and  let  the  tinrture  be  drawn  forth 
in  Balneo,  as  hath  been  abovefaid  of  the  purging 
Extract,  evaporate  away  the  fpirit  to  the  conliltency 
of  honey,  which  keep  for  your  ufe.  It  is  good  in 
the  Plague ,  Feavers,  Scorbute,  Leprofie,  Frenchpox, 
and  other  difeafes  proceeding,  from  the  impurity  of 
the  Wood,  curing  them  by  fweat.  The  Dole  of  this 
Extrad  is  from  a  fcruple  to  a  dram  with  proper 
vehicles:  itprovoketh  fweat  prefently,  driveth  away 
all  venenofities  from  the  heart,  and  mundifies  the 
blood. 

And  although  it  be  a  moll  effedual  vegetable  Di- 
aphoretick  yet  it  may  not  be  compared  to  thofe  fub- 
tile  fpirits  of  minerals,  of  which  in  the  fecond  part* 
Alfo  animal  diaphoreticks  have  their  commendati¬ 
ons,  as  the  flelh  of  vipers,  the  fixed  fait  of  fpiders 
and  toads,  in  their  peculiar  operations,  where  each 
alone  without  the  mixture  of  any  other  thing  puts 
forth  and  fheweth  its  operations ;  neither  are  ani¬ 
mal  and  vegetable  diaphoreticks  to  be  compared  to 
the  mineral,  as  Bez.oarticum  minerale,  Antimoninm  di- 
aphoreticumj  and  Airaim  diaphoreticum. 

A  Diuretic al  Extract. 


TAke  of  the  roots  of  black  Hellebore  gatherd  in 
fit  time,  and  dryed  in  the  air ,  one  pound, 
the  roots  of  Mechoacan,  Jallap,  of  each  four  ounces; 
Cinnamon,  Anniffeed,  and  Fennelfeed,  of  each  one 
ounce  ;  of  Englilh  Saffron  a  dram,  powder  all  thefe 
Ingredients,  then  pour  upon  them  the  bell  redtified 
fpirit  of  Wine,  in  a  high  glafs  gourd,  and  upon 
this  put  a  blind  Alembick,  and  fet  it  in  digeftion ; 
in  Balneo  until  the  fpirit  of  wine  be  tinged  red, 
which  then  decant  off :  and  pour  on  frefh ,  and 
fet  it  again  in  digeftion  ;  until  the  fpirit  be  red, 
then  pour  on  freth  again ,  and  do  this  fo  often 
until  the  fpirit  will  no'  more  be  tinged  red,  which 
commonly  is  done  at  three  Times.  Mix  thefo 
tinged  fpirits,  filter  them,  and  in  Balneo  by  a  glafs 
Alembick,  with  a  gentle  heat  draw  them  off  from 
the  Tindture,  and  a  thick  juice  vyill  remain  at  the 
bottom  of  a  brownilh  colour,  which  you  muft  take 
out  whilft  it  is  yet  hot,  and  keep  it  in  a  clean 
glafs  for  its  ufes.  The  Spirit  of  Wine  drawn  off 
from  the  extradt  may  be  referved  for  the  fame  ufe. 
Now  this  extradl  is  given Trom  grains  3,6,9,12. 
to  31.  according  to  the  age,  and  ftrength,  being 
mixed  with  Sugar,  it  hath  not  an  ungrateful  taft, 
and  it  works  gently,  and  fafely ,  if  it  be  not  gi¬ 
ven  in  too  great  a  dofe.  And  if  thou  wilt  have 
it  in  the  form  of  a  Pill  ,  mix  with  it  being  yet 
hot,  an  ounce  of  clear  Aloes,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  Diagridium  powdered,  being  mixed  bring  it  in* 
to  a  mafs  for  Pills,  and  keep  it  for  your  ufe.  The 
dofe  is  from  grain  i.  to  a  fcruple.  It  evacuates 
all  fuperfluous  humors,  but  it  is  not  to  be  compa¬ 
red  with  the  medicine  of  Antimony.  And  this 


TAke  the  feeds  of  Saxifrage,  Carraway, , Fennel, 
Parfly,  Netlcs,  of  each  3.  ounces,  the  root  of 
liquorilh,  the  greater  burr,  of  each  an  ounce,  the 
powder  of  woodlice  half  an  ounce.  Let  thefe  being 
mixed  and  powdered  be  extradted  with  fpirit  of 
Juniper  according  to  art :  then  mix  thefe  follow¬ 
ing  things  with  the  extradted  matter:  Take  the 
fait  of  Ambar,  Soot,  Netles,  of  each  half  a  dram, 
purified  Nitre  a  dram :  Let  thefe  be  powdered  , 
and  mixed  with  the  extradl  and  this  mixture 
be  kept  for  ufe.  The  dofe  is  from  a  fcruble  to 
a  dram,  in  the  water  of  parfly  fennel,  &c.  This 
extradl  forceth  urin,  opens  the  ureters,  purgeth  the 
reines,  and  bladder  from  all  vifeous  flegme  (the  mo¬ 
ther  of  all  tartareous  coagulation)  viz.,  if  it  be  u- 
fed  timely:  In  this  cafe  is  commended  alfo  the  fo- 
lution  of  flints,  and  cryftals,  made  with  fpirit  of 
fait.  A  greater  commendation  have  falts  of  nephri - 
tick  hearbs  made  by  expreffion,  and  cryftallifation, 
without  calcination,  the  preparation  whereof  ftiall 
not  here,  but  elfewhere  be  taught, 

A  fomniferoHs  Extratl,.  ^ 

TAke  of  Thebaic  opium  four  ounces,  of  Spirit  of 
Salt  two  ounces,  purified  Tartar  one  ounce  , 
fet  them  being  mixed  in  maceration  in  Balneo  in  a 
glafs  veffel  for  a  day  and  night,  and  the  fpirit  of. 
fait  with  Tartar  will  open  the  body  of  the  opium 
and  prepare  it  for  extraiftion,  upon  which  pour  half 
a  pint  of  the  beft  fpirit  of  wine,  fet  it  in  a  gen¬ 
tle  Balneo  to  be  extradted.  Decant  off  the  fpirit 

that 
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that  is  tinged,  and  pour  on  fredi,  fet  it  in  digeltion 
till  the  fpirit  be  coloured.  Then  mix  the  axtradi- 
•  ons  together,  and  put  to  them  in  a  glafs  gourd  two 
drams  of  the  belt  Saffron,  of  oyl  of  Cloves  a  dram , 
and  draw  off  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  Balneo ,  ^  and 
there  will  remain  a  thick  black  juice,  which  is  to 
be  taken  out,  and  kept  in  a  clean  glafs  velfel.  The 
dofe  thereof  is  from  one  grain,  to  five  or  fix,  for 
thofe  of  a  mans  age,  but  to  children  the  fixth  or 
eighth  part  of  a  grain-  It  may  be  ufed  in  all  hot 
diftempers  without  danger.  It  provoketh  quiet  deep, 
mitigates  pains  as  well  outward  as  inward,  it  cauf- 
eth  fweat  i  but  efpecially  it  is  a  fure  remedy  for  the 
epilepfie  in  children  that  are  new  -  born ;  for  as  foon 
as  it  is  given  to  them  to  the  quantity  of  the  eighth 
part  of  a  grain  in  wine,  or  womans  milk ,  there 
prefently  follows  reft,  and  fweat  with  deep,  by 
whis  means  the  malignity  is  expelled,  the  children# 
are  refrelhed,  and  delire  viduals,  and  the  fit  returns 
no  more  afterwards.  Although  haply  the  like  fymp- 
tomes  may  be  preceived  again,  yet  if  the  aforefaid 
dofe  be  adminiftred  again,  the  children  are  refrelh¬ 
ed,  and  cured  wholly,  whereas  otherwife  they  would 
have  dyed,  &c.  whereof  I  have  not  reftored  few 
with  this  medicine.  Moreover  alfo  there  are  very 
effectual  anodine  medicines,  as  thofe  volatile  fpirits 
of  vitriol,  allome.  Antimony,  and  other  minerals , 

'  with  which,  as  alfo  with  that  narcotick  fulphur  pre¬ 
cipitated  from  the  volatile  fpirit  of  vitriol,  nothing 
I  may  be  compared. 

A  Cordial  ExtraSb. 

TAke  red  rofes  four  ounces,  of  the  lilly  of  the 
valley  two  ounces,  the  flowers  of  borage,  rofe- 
mary,  fage,  of  each  an  ounce*,  cinnamon,  lignum 
aloes,  of  each  two  drams;  cloves,  mace,  nutmeg, 
galangal,  cardamoms  the  lefTer,  of  each  half  an 
ounce ;  the  fhavings  of  ivory,  hartfhorn,  of  each  an 
i  ounce;  of  EngUjh  faffron  a  dram,  of  nuxvomica  a 
dram :  Mix  them  and  reduce,  them,  to  a  fine  pow¬ 
der,  and  let  the  tinfture  be  extrafled  with  fpirit  of 
wine  in  Balneo,  Which  is  to  be  drawn  ofFagain,un- 
.  to  a  juft  confiftence.  Let  the  extrad  be  kept  for 
ufe.  It  may  be  ufed  in  almoft  all  faintings,  and 
other  affeds  that  are  not  joyned  with  a  preterna¬ 
tural  heat-  The  dofe  thereof  is  from  grains  3,  6, 

'  9.  to  a  fcruple  with  proper  vehicles;  being  often 

!  adminiftred  it  refrefheth  the  fpirit,  corroborates  the 

j  brain,  and  other  parts  of  the  l^dy.  It  is  made 

more  efficacious  by  the  adding  of  the  effences  of 
minerals,  efpecially  of  gold,  of  which  thing  fee  the 
I  firft  part  concerning  the  fweet  oyl  of  gold. 

Of  an  odoriferous  Extrabb. 

I  Need  not  teach  the  making  of  any  odoriferous 
vegetable  extrad,  becaufe  the  manner  of  draw¬ 
ing  forth,  or  diftilling  oyls  of  vegetables  that  have 
fweet  odores,  hath  been  ffiewed  a  little  before,  as 
of  hearbs,  flowers,  and  feeds,  which  are  the  moft 
noble,  and  fweet  eflences  of  vegetables,  by  the  o- 
j  dour  whereof  the  heart  and  brain  are  corroborated, 

I  which  being  reduced  into  balfams  are  madetranf- 
portable.  Better  extrads  therefore,  and  more  excel- 
i  lent  cannot  in  my  judgment  be  made  out  of  vege¬ 
tables,  then  thofe  aforefaid  oyls,  unlefs  any  one 
would  mix  aromatical  extrads  made  with  fpirit  of 
i  wine  with  metallick  folutions,  and  being  mixed  di- 
geft  them,  then  there  will  a  certain  nwft  odorife¬ 


rous  oyl  go  from  the  extrad  not  only  more  effica¬ 
cious,  but  more  excellent  than  that  common  diftil- 
led  oyl  by  reafon  of  the  admixtion  of  the  fpiritu- 
al  metallick  vertue,  efpecially  of  gold  and  lllver,  dif- 
folved  in  the  acid  Menfrunm  communicating  its  ver> 
tues  to  the  Aromatical  oyl-  Moreover  any  vegetable 
oyl  may  be  exalted  in  vertucs  and  odour  by  the 
help  of  fpirit  of  urine,  or  fait  Armoniack,  by  the 
help  whereof  not  only  odoriferous  oyls  are  exalted, 
but  alfo  the  inodorous  oyls  of  vegetables  are  made 
odoriferous,  if  they  be  a  while  digefted  in  fpirit 
of  urine ;  and  not  this  only  but  every  mineral,  and 
metallick  fulphur,  although  the  odour  thereof  be 
bound  up  with  moft  ftrong  bonds,  is  opened  by  the 
benefit  thereof,  and  is  reduced  by  digeftion  in  a  very 
little  time  into  a  moft  fweet  and  odoriferous  ef- 
fence.  Lixivial  fpirits  exalt  the  odours,  and  colours 
of  fulphurs ;  acid  purge  fulphurs,  but  change  their 
colours  and  odours.  Musk  and  Civet  get  the  fweet- 
nefs;  and  excellency  of  their  odour  from  the  fub- 
tile  urinous  fpirit  of  a  certain  Cat,  digefting  fome 
certain  fat  and  converting  it ’into  fuch  a  kind  of 
moft:  odoriferous  matter. 

And  let  this  that  hath  been  faid  fuffice  concern¬ 
ing  Extrads,  which  might  have  been  omitted,  be¬ 
caufe  many  of  thefe  kind  of  Extrads  are  found  in 
the  writings  of  other  authors  in  many  languages: 
but  I  was  willing  to  fet  down  thefe,  left  this  book 
might  feem  to  contain  in  it  nothing  elfe  befides  the 
new  way  of  diftilling,  being  furnilhed  alfo  with  good 
medicines. 

Of  Paths 

A  Little  before  hath  been  given  a  deferiptioh  of 
a  Tub  for  a  Bath  in  which  any  one  may  fit 
with  his  whole  body  except  his  head,  not  only  to 
be  waflied  in  fweet  warm  water,  whether  medicinal  «■ 
and  mineral,  but  alfo  to  fweat  in  without  water, 
where  the  velfel  is  heated  by  warm  vapours^  either 
of  fweet  waters,  or  minerals.  And  every  one  may 
provide  fuch  Baths  for  himfelf  according  to  his  ne- 
ceffity  at  home,  whereby  the  fame  difeafes  are  cu¬ 
red  as  thofe  that  are  cured  by  the  help  of  natural 
Baths,  fo  that  he  need  not  for  the  baths  fake  go  a 
great  journey,  but  mayftay  athome  with  his  family 
and  follow  his  Calling  without  trouble,  when  he  hath 
occafion  and  need  to  ufed  them. 

And  whereas  it  cannot  be  denyed,  that  by  the 
ufe  of  the  Baths  moft  grievous  difeafes  which  can-^ 
not  be  cured  by  Phyfitians,  are  happily  cured  ;  I 
was  willing  for  the  fake  of  my  neighbour  to  publilh 
this  inftrument  together  with  the  preparation  of 
mineral  waters;  which  publiftflng  will  not  without 
doubt  be  without  profit,  and  advantage-  Wherefore 
I  will  in  brief  (hew  you  the  preparation  of  mineral, 
and  fweet  waters,  and  their  ufe,  and  firft, 

Of  a  Path  of  fweet  or  common  water. 

THere  is  no  art  to  make  a  Bath  of  fweet  water, 
for  you  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  then  to  fill 
your  velfel  with  river  or  rain  water,  and  to  make  a 
fire,  which  by  the  help  of  the  copper  globe  will  heat 
the  water,  which  being  fufficiently  heated,  you  may 
fit  in  it,  and  cover  the  Tub,  that  the  hot  vapors  e- 
vaporate  not,  nor  the  cold  air  enter  in,  and  cool  the 
exteriour  parts  of  the  body:  Wherefore  alfo  you 
rauft  apply  a  clean  linnen  cloth  about  your  neck, 
left  the  warm  vapors  evaporate  there  *.  which  being 
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rightly  obferved,  you  may  lit  the  fpace  of  i-  2.  3. 
hourS)  or  as  long  as  you  pleafe  or  your  ficknefs  re- 
ouire.  You  muft  keep  a  continual  heat  as  much  as 
is  neceflary,  which  may  be  done  by  the  help  of  that 
globe-  If  you  be  thirfty  in  the  mean  time  you  may 
drink  fome  proper  dillilled  drink  according  to  the 
nature  of  yourdifeafe,  of  which  thing  nothing  now, 
becaufe  I  am  refolved  to  write  a  peculiar  600^  Bal- 
'/leisy  and  here  only  to  Ihew  the  ufe  of  that  copper 
globe  in  heating  of  Baths-  And  although  there  be 
not  a  perfeifl  inftrudion  of  all,  yet  of  fome  Baths, 
and  their  ufes  there  lhall  a  Ihort  inftrudion  be  given 
in  this  place. 

Of  the  nature j  and  property  of  natural  Baths. 

Know  that  the  greateft  part  of  medicinal  wa¬ 
ters  in  Germany ^  and  other  countries  as  well 
hot  as  cold  carry  with  them  from  the  earth  a  cer¬ 
tain  fulphureous  acidity  more  or  lefs :  in  which  a- 
cidity  conlills  that  medicinal  faculty  and  vertueof 
this  or  that  water.  And  if  thofe  waters  lofe^  their 
odour  and  tall  by  the  exhaling  of  their  fubtile  fpirits, 
then  alfo  they  loofe  their  vertues  \  although  alfo 
there  be  found  fome  waters,  which  have  not  only  a 
fpiritual  fulphur,  but  alfo  are  impregnated  with  a 
certain  mineral,  or  metallick  body  mixed  vath  Al- 
lome,  or  Vitriol,  which  comes  not  elfewhere  then 
from  the  common  water  running  through  the  mines. 
There  are  found  alfo  other  baths,  the  power  and 
vertue  whereof  confifts  not  in  any  fpiritual  fulphur, 
nor  in  any  metallick  body  mixed  with  fait,  but  on¬ 
ly  in  a  certain  fpiritual  fait  mixed  with  a  certain 
fubtil  fixed  earth,  which  waters  do  not  run  through 
metallick  mines  as  others  do,  but  rather  Hones  of 
the  mountaines  calcined  with  a  fubterraneal  fire, 
whence  alfo  they  borrow  their  fubtil  acidity  with 
their  infipid  earth.  And  this  no  man.  will  deny  that 
hath  the  knowledge  of  volatile  and  fixed  falts  of 
minerals,  and  metals :  the  which  I  am  able  to  de- 
monftrate  with  very  many,  and  moll  evident  rea¬ 
sons,  if  time  and  occalion  would  permit^  but  it 
(hall  be  done  fometime  or  other  as  hath  been  faid 
in  a  peculiar  treatifci  Now  therefore  I  will  only 
teach  how  by  falts,  minerals,  and  metals,  artificial 
Baths  may  be  made,  which  are  notonlynot  inferi- 
our  to  the  natural  in  vertue,  but  alfo  oftentimes  far 
better,  and  that  without  much  coll  or  labour,  which 
any  one  may .  ufe  at  home  in  Head  of  the  natural 
for  the  expelling  of  difeafes,  and  recovering  of 
health.  And  although  I  am  refolved  to  fet  forth  a 
book  that  lhall  treat  largely  of  the  nature,  and  0= 
riginal  of  Baths,  and  of  their  ufe-,  yet  I  am  willing 
now  alfo  to  fay  fomething  in  brief  concerning  it, 
and  that  from  the  foundation,  feeing  that  there  are 
fo  many  different  opinions  of  learned  men,  dnd  thofe 
for  the  molt  part  uncertain. 

As  concerning  therefore  the  original  of  the  aci¬ 
dity  as  well  volatile,  as  corporeal,  as  alfo  the 
heat  of  Baths,  know  that  is  not  one,  and  the  fame ; 
for  elfe  each  would  have  the  fame  properties,  but 
daily  experience  tellifies  the  contrary  :  For  it  is 
manifelt  that  fome  Baths  help  fome  difeafes,  and  o- 
thers  are  hurtful  for  them,  which  comes  from  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  from  the  difference  of  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  mineral  waters  proceeding  from  a  diver - 
fity  of  mines  impregnating  thofe  waters.  In  a  word, 
fweet  waters  attradl  their  powers,  and  vertues  in 
the  caverns  of  mountains  from  fome  metal  and  mi¬ 
nerals  of  divers  kinds,  that  have  naturally  a  raofl  a- 


cid  fpirit  of  fait,  as  are  divers  kinde  of  marcalites 
containing  copper  and  iron,  and  fometimes  gold  and 
filver alfo  kinds  of  vitriol  and  Allome  called  by  the 
ancients  Mifih  Barii.^  Chalcitis^  Melanteria^  and  Py- 
ritis,  whereof  fome  are  found  white  like  metals,  but 
others  difperfed  in  a  fat  earth,  of  a  round  figure  in 
greater  or  leffer  pieces :  which  fulphureous  fait 
mines  whileft  the  vyater  run  through,  and  humedlates, 
that  fpirit  of  fait  is  flirred  up,  having  got  a  vehiculum-, 
and  falls  upon  the  mines  by  diffolving  them,  in 
‘which  folution  the  water  waxeth  warm,  as  if  it  had  ^ 
been  poured  on  quick  lime,  or  like  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
or  fait  mixed  with  water,  and  poured  on  iron,  and 
other  metals-,  where  continually  and  daily  that  wa¬ 
ter  running  through  the  mines  whofe  nature  and 
properties  it  imitates,  carrys  fomething  with  it  : 
wherefore  there  are  fo  many,  and  fuch  various  kinds 
of  Baths  as  are  the  mines  by  which  the  water  is  heat¬ 
ed.  Let  him  that  will  not  believe  take  any  mine¬ 
ral  of  the  aforefaid  quality,  and  wrap  it  up  in  a 
wet  linen  cloth  for  a  little  while,  and  he  will  fee 
it  experimentally  that  the  mineral  Hone  will  be  heat¬ 
ed  by  the  water,  and  fo  heated,  as  if  it  were  in  the 
fire,  foasthoucanft  fcarcehold  itinthy  hand,  which 
at  length  alfo  by  a  longer  adtion  will  cleave  in  fun¬ 
der  and  be  confumed  like  quick  lime- 

1  will  publilh  fome  time  or  other  (God  willing^ 
more  fully,  and  clearly  in  a  peculiar  treatifethismy 
opinion,  which  I  have  now  delivered  in  very  few 
words.  Although  to  the  lick  it  be  all  one,  and  it 
matters  not  them,  from  whatcaufe  the  baths  come, 
and  whence  they  borrow  their  vertdes,  if  fo  be  they 
may  ufe  them  ',  this  controverfie  being  left  to  na¬ 
tural  Philofophers  that  will  controvert  it,  which 
none  of  them  can  better  decide  than  a  skilful  Chy- 
mift,  that  hath  the  knowledg  of  minerals,  metals, 
and  falts. 

Jnd  firfi  of  fulphureous  Baths  that  have  a  fubtil  acidity. 

IN  the  fecond  Treatife  I  have  demonllrated  the 
manner  of  dillilling  fubtil,  volatile,  fulphureous 
fpirits,  viz.,  of  common  fait,  vitriol,  allomcj  nitre, 
fulphur,  antimony,  and  other  falts  of  minerals,  and 
metals,  and  their  vertues,  and  intrinfecal  properties, 
now  alfo  I  will  fhew  their  extrinfecal  ufe,  as  they 
are  to  be  mixed  with  waters  for  Baths.  The  ver¬ 
tues  therefore  of  Baths  proceed  not  from  infipid  wa¬ 
ter,  but  from  thofe  moft  fubtile,  volatile,  fulphure¬ 
ous,  and  fait  fpirits ;  but  thefe  being  of  themfelves 
not  mixed  with  water  unfit  for  Baths,  to  be  ufed 
for  recovering  of  health,  by  reafon  of  their  too  great 
heat,  and  fubtilty  ;  the  moft  high  God  hath  reveal¬ 
ed  to  us  unworthy  and  ungrateful  men  his  fatherly 
providence  fltewing  to  us  by  nature  the  ufe  of  them, 
and  the  manner  of  ufing  of  them  for  the  taking  a- 
way  of  difeafes ;  which  (nature)  being  never  idle, 
works  uncelfantly,  and  like  a  handmaid  executes  the 
will  of  God,  by  Ihewing  to  us  the  various  kinds  of 
diftillations,  tranfmutations,  and  generations.  From 
which  teacher  we  muft  learn  all  arts  and  fciences, 
feeking  a  certain,  and  infallible  information,  as  it 
were  out  of  a  book  writ  with  a  divine  hand,  and  filled 
with  innumerable  wonders,  and  fecrets.  And  this 
is  a  far  certainer  knowledg  then  that  empty,  and 
imaginary  Philofophy  of  thofe  vulgar  difputing  Phi¬ 
lofophers.  Doll  thou  think  that  that  true  Philo¬ 
fophy  can  be  fold  for  a  hundred  Royals .?  How  can 
any  one  judge  of  things  hid  in  the  earth,  who  is 
willfully  blind  in  things  expofed  to  the  light  of 
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the  Sun,  hating  knowledge  ?  I  wifh  knowledge  were 
futable  to  the  name  :  how  can  any  one  that  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  nature  of  fire,  know  how  to  work  by 
fire  ?  fire  difcovers  many  things,  in  which  you  may 
as  inaglafs  Teethings  that  arc  hidj  The  fire  fhews 
to  us  bow  every  thing,  waters,  fait,  minerals,  and 
metals,  together  with  other  innumerable  things  are 
generated  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  reflexi¬ 
on  of  that  central,  and  aftral  fire  :  for  without  the 
knowledge  of  fire  all  nature  remains  vailed,  and  oc¬ 
cult.  Fire  falways  had  in  great  efteem  by  Philofo- 
phers)  is  the  key  for  the  unlocking  of  the  greateft 
lecrets,  and  to  fpeak  in  a  word,  he  that  is  ignorant 
of  fire  is  ignorant  of  nature  with  her  fruits,  and  he 
hath  nothing,  but  what  he  hath  read,  or  heard, 
which  oftentimes  is  falfe,  according  to  that  i  Ble 
eaftly  fpeakj  Hfnrmhs  that  [peaks  what  he  hath 
heard. 

He  that  is  ignorant  knows  not  how  to  difeern  be¬ 
twixt  the  truth  and  falfhood,  but  takes  the  one  for  the 
other.  I  pray  thee,  thou  that  art  fo  credulous,  dolt 
thou  think  that  thy  teacher  writ  his  books  from  ex¬ 
perience,  or  from  reading  other  Authors  ?  May  they 
not  be  corrupted  and  fophifticated  by  antiquity, 
and  frequent  defeription  ?  Alfo  doll  thou  under- 
lland  the  true,  and  genuine  fenfe  of  them  ?  It  is 
better  to  know,  than  to  think ;  for  many  are  feduced 
by  opinions,"  and  many  are  deceived  by  faith  that 
is  without  knowledge- 

And  thus  much  for  youths  fake  I  was  willing  to 
fay,  that  they  would  not  fpend  their  tender  years 
in  vanities,  but  rather  would  make  tryal  in  the  fire, 
without  which  no  man  obtains  a  true  knowledge  of 
natural  things ;  which  although  it  feem  hard  in  the 
i  beginning,  yet  it  is  pleafant  in  old  age. 

!  Now  follows  the  mixture  of  thofe  fubtile  mineral.^  ful- 

fhureous^  and  Jalt  fpirits  with  water ^ 

\  A  S  concerning  the  weight  of  the  aforefaid  fpirits 
.Za.  that  are  to  be  mixed  with  fweet  water,  giving 
it  the  nature,  and  property  of  natural  baths,  I  would 
have  thee  know,  that  of  thofe,  which  in  the  fecond 
part  I  (hewed  to  be  various,  and  divers,  being,  viz.. 
not  equal  in  vertue,  the  fame  weight  cannot  ab 
ways  be  fo  accurately  obferved  :  feeing  alfo  there 
is  a  confideration  to  be  had  of  their  Itrength,  and 
of  the  ftrength  of  the  patient. 

Now  you  may  at  the  beginning  mix  one  or  two 
pound  of  tha  fpirits  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  water,  and  then  by  fitting  in  it  make  tryal  of 
the  ftrength  of  the  artificial  Bath,  which  if  it  be 
;  too  weak  is  to  be  increafed  by  adding  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  fpirits,  but  if  too  ftrong,  then  it  is  to 
be  diminilhed  by  abftradtion  *,  of  which  more  at  large 
in  Arte  nojtr a  Balneatoria.  Now  this  obferve,  that 
it  is  belt  to  make  Baths  in  the  beginning  weak, 
then  ftronger  by  little  and  little  by  degrees,  as 
the  nature  of  the  lick  is  accuftomed  to  them,  that 
it  be  not  overcome  by  the  unaccuftomed  ufe  of  them 
being  too  ftrong.  Wherefore  Baths  are  to  be  ufed 
with  difcretiori,  and  cautioully,  for  which  matter  I 
refer  the  reader  to  my  Artem  Balneatoriam.^  in  which 
he  (hall  find  plain,  and  perfect  inftrudion  j  let  it 
luffice  therefore  that  1  have  Ihewed  the  ule  of  the 
Copper  Globe,  in  heating  Baths,  which  let  the  fick 
take  in  good  part,  untill  more  come.  Now  fol¬ 
lows  the  ufe. 


A  Pply  the  furnace  with  the  Copper  Globe  to  the 
ub  after  the  manner  aforefaid,  and  pour  in 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  fweet  water,  which  make 
hot  with  the  fire  kindled  in  the  furnace  by  the  help 
ot  the  globe :  which  being  fufficiently  warmed  make 
the  patient  fit  in  it,  and  pour  into  it  fo  much  of 
the  fulphureous  fpirit  as  is  fufficient ;  which  being 
done  caufe  that  the  tub  be  covered  all  over^  that  the 
volatile  fpirit  vanilh  not,  and  as  necefiity  requires, 
continue  the  heat  till  the  patient  come  forth.  Know' 
allb  that  the  water  is  to  be  changed  every  time, 
and  freffi  fpirits  to  be  mixed.  And  this  is  the  ufe 
of  the^  Copper  globe,  in  heating  baths  of  fweet  or 
medicinal  water,  and  that  either  of  vegetables,  or 
mineral,  aud  this  made  fulphureous  by  art  or  na¬ 
ture  i  whereby  mod  grievous,  and  otherwife  incura¬ 
ble  difeafes  are  happily  cured  i  Of  which  enoup'h 
now  in  this  Treadle.  ° 

The  ufe  of  the  Copper  Globe  in  dry  Baths^  which  are, 
more  excellent  than  the  moifl  in  many  cafes. 

I  Might  have  put  off  this  matter  unto  its  proper 
Treatife,  where  all  things  lhall  be  handled  more 
largely,  and  _  clearly :  yet  by  reafon  of  fome  un¬ 
thought  of  impediments  for  a  while  procraftmat¬ 
ing  the  edition  of  the  promifed  Treatife,  lam  re- 
folved  to  fay  fomething  of  their  ufe,  after  I  have  , 
i^ade  mention  of  the  humid,  and  indeed  not  only  of  * 
t^e  ufe  of  thofe  fubtile,  fulphureous,  and  dry  fpi- 
rit^,  but  allb  of  the  ufe  of  fubtile,  vegetable  and 
aniffial  fpirits  which  are  medicinal,  becaufe  in  fome 
difeaffis  dry  baths  are  more  commodioufly  ufed, 
than  moift.  He  therefore  that  will  provoke  fweac 
by  a  dry  bath  without  water,  let  him  provide  a 
wooden  box,  or  wooden  inftrument  convenient  to 
fit  in,  Handing  upon  a  ftool  beared  through  that 
you  may  raife  it  up  more  or  lefs  according  as  you 
pleafe,  and  having  boards  appointed  for  the  armes 
and  feet  to  reft  upon.  This  box  alfo  befides  the 
great  dore  mult  have  alfo  a  little  dore  ferving  for 
the  putting  ;in  of  a  burning  |amp  with  fpirit  of  wine, 
or  of  any  earthen  veffel  with  coals  for  to  heat  it.  [See 
the  fxth figure, 2  The  box  being  well  warmed,  let  the 
patient  go  in,  and  fit  upon  a  (tool,  let  the  box  be  very 
clofe  Ihut  all  about,  and  the  furnace  with  the  Cop¬ 
per  Globe  be  fitted  thereunto,  under  which  let 
there  be  a  fmall  fire  kindled,  by  help  whereof  the 
volatile  fpirit  growing  warm,  goeth  forth  into  the 
box  like  a  moft  fubtile  vapour,  penetrating  all  a- 
bout  the  patient.  But  when  this  fpirit  is  not  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  heat  the  box,  fet  in  it  a  burning  lamp 
with  fpirit  of  wine,  or  fon^e  earthen  pot  with 
coals  fthe  belt  whereof  are  made  of  juniper  or 
the  vine,  efpecially  of  the  roots  as  being  fuch  that 
will  endure  long,  and  cannot  eafily  be  extinguifii- 
ed  by  the  vapours  of  thofe  fpirits)  that  the  pati¬ 
ent  take  not  cold,  and  the  vapours  of  the  fpirits 
may  the  better  penetrate  the  body  of  the  patient- 
Let  the  wick  for  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  the  burn¬ 
ing  lamp  be  incombuftible  made  of  the  fubtle 
threads  of  gold,  of  which  thing  more  in  Arte  Bal¬ 
neatoria.  In  the  mean  time  that  volatile  fpirit  pe- 
netrateSi  and  heats  the  whole  body,  arid  performs 
its  office,  being  this  way  ufed  better  than  by  be¬ 
ing  mixed  with  water.  When  the  patient  hath 
fate  there  long  enough  let  him  come  forth,  and 
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go  into  a  warm  bed  to  fweat-  Now  before  he 
go  into  the  box  let  him  take  a  dofe  of  that  vo¬ 
latile  fpirit,  inwardly  which  is  ufed  outwardly  to 
1  provoke  fweat,  and  accelerate  theaftion-  r 
this  means  not  only  thofe  volatile  fulphureous  Ipi- 
rits  of  falts,  minerals  and  metals,  are  ufed  out¬ 
wardly  without  water  to  procure  fweat,  but  alio 
the  fpirirs  of  many  vegetables,  as  of  multard  leed, 
garden  crefies,  crude  tartar,  alfo  of  animals,  as 
harts-horn,  urin,  fait  Armoniack, 
polling  of  molt  grievous,  and  defperate  dileales, 
Now  the  aforefaid  fpirits  have  divers  properties, 
the  volatile  fpirits  of  fait,  minerals,  and  metals 
have  forae,  thofe  of  vegetables  and  animals  have 
others ;  thofe  have  a  fulphureous  and  fiery  elTence ; 
thefe  a  mercurial,  and  aerial ;  wherefore  they 
for  different  ufes.  In  fome  difeafes  thofe 
i-eous  are  preferred  •,  but  in  others  vegetable  and 
animal,  where  alfo  aconfideration  is  to  be  had  ot  the 
licknefs,  and  bath  it  felf,  that  one  be  not  ufed 
for  the  other,  to  the  great  dammage  of  the  lick. 
For  almoll  all  natural  baths ,  and  volatile  Ipirits 
of  falts,  minerals ,  and  metals ,  partake  of  fome 
moft  fubtle,  penetrating,  heacing,_  and  drying  lul- 
phureous  fait  fpirit  •,  but  the  fpirits  of  vegetables, 
and  animals  partake  of  a  certain  volatility  that  is 
moft  fubtle,  penetrating,  'heating,  opening,  cutting 
and  attenuating,  both  urinous  and  nitrous,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  former  ;  as  appears  by  the  pouring  on 
of  any  volatile  fulphureous  fpirit ,  as  of  common 
fait,  vitriol,  allome ,  minerals,  and  metals,  upon 
the  reftified  fpirit  of  Urin  ,  or  fait  Armoniack  : 
where  prefently  the  one  mortifies  the  other  ,  and 
takes  away  its  volatility,  and  fubtilty  •  fo  that  of 
both  fubtle  fpirits  of  divers  natures  there  cometh 
a  certain  fait  of  no  odour  and  efficacy.  Whence 
it  is  manifeft  that  all  fpirits  j^artaking  of  divers 
natures,  and  eflences  have  not  the  fame  mculties- 
Therefore  be  thou  cautious  in  giving  moft  potent 
fpirits,  left  thou  give  an  enemy  inftead  of  a  triend, 
and  learn  their  natures,  vertues,  and  eflences,  be¬ 
fore  thou  ufeft  them  in  medicine.  But  thou  dolt 
ask ,  whether  is  that  great  force  of  thofe  fpirits 
cone  as  it  were  in  a  moment  {  Did  it  evapo¬ 
rate  in  that  duel  ?  No  I  fay,  but  tranfmuted  in¬ 
to  a  corporeal  fubftance,  for  of  a  moft  pure,  m^ 
neral,  fubtle,  and  moft  volatile  (jilphur,  and  a  moft 
penetrating  animal  ATcrcury  is  made  a  certain 
corporeal  fait,  which  is  wonderful,  and  deferves  to 
X  be  called  Phih/ophorum,  becaufe  it  is  eafily 

fublimed  with  a  gentle  heat,  in  which  many  things 
lye :  for  it  doth  not  only  conduce  to  the  folution 
of  metals ,  efpecially  of  gold  ,  but  alfo  of  it  felf 
by  the  power  of  maturation  doth  become  a  molt 
efficacious  medicine:  Of  which  no  more  at  this 
time,  becaufe  I  will  only  advife  the  reader,  that  he 
be  diligent  in  fearching  out  the  nature^  of  fpirits, 
which  although  they  change  their  bodies,  yet  are 
not  therefore  to  be  called  dead ,  but  rather  re¬ 
duced  to  a  better  perfection.  And  let  this  fuffice 
concerning  the  dry  ufe  of  baths  in  provoking  fweat 
for  the  expelling  of  difeafes :  now  for  what  di¬ 
feafes  this  or  that  fpirit  ferves,  thou  (halt  find  in 
its  proper  Treatife,  of  which  there  hath  been 
mention  above ,  but  in  a  word ,  know  that  thofe 
volatile  fulphureoos  fpirits  of  falts,  minerals,  and 
nietals ,  are  good  in  all  obftruCtions  ot  the  in¬ 
ward  parts,  'Viz..  of  the  fpleen,  lungs,  and  liver, 
but  efpecially  are  moft  excellent  in  heating  the 
cold  nerves,  becaufe  they  do  moft  efficacioufly  heat, 


attennuate,  cut ,  expel ,  and  mundify  ,  wherefore 
they  are  good  in  Contraftures ,  Pallies,  Epilepfy, 
Scurvy,  Hypochondriacal  Melancholy,  Morbus  Gal¬ 
licus,  Itch ,  and  other  corrofive  ulcers,  and  Fiftu- 
laes,  &c. 

But  the  fpirits  of  another  kind  ,  as  of  Tartar, 
Harts-horn,  fait  Armoniack,  Urine,  &c.  are  hoc 
alfo,  but  not  fo  dry,  and  befides  the  heating  ver- 
tue ,  have  alfo  a  penetrating,  cutting,  rat^llifying, 
attenuating,  abfterging,  and  expelling  power  \  where¬ 
fore  alfo  they  work  wonderfully  in  all  obftriKftions 
of  the  inward  and  outward  parts :  for  they  do 
better  than  all  others,  open  the  pores  of  the  skin, 
and  provoke  fweat,  mollify,  and  open  the  hemor- 
rhoides ;  provoke  the  menfis  of  young  and  elder 
women,  purge  and  heat  the  womb,  and  therefore 
caufe  fruitfulnefs ;  they  heat  and  purge  a  cold  and 
moift  brain,  acuate  the  intellect,  and  memory,  let 
they  that  be  great  with  child  take  heed  of  them» 
and  alfo  they  that  have  a  porous  open  skin.  Such 
and  other  more  properties,  and  that  delervedly  are 
aferibed  to  thefe  fpirits  •  Now  thofe  two  afore¬ 
faid  baths  (in  one  whereof  thofe  fpirits  are  ufed 
in  a  humid  way,  being  mixed  with  warm  water, 
for  the  whole  body  to  be  bathed ,  and  fweat  in, 
but  in  the  other  in  a  dry  way  where  the  vapours 
are  by  force  of  the  fire  made  under  the  Globe, 
breed  up  into  the  fweating  box  towards  the  pa¬ 
tient  ,  which  being  ufed  after  this  manner  do  of- 
:entimes  penetrate ,  and  operate  more  efficacioufly 
than  that  humid  way )  are  not  to  be  flighted  for 
the  recovery  of  health,  as  doing  things  incredible- 
•^ow  thofe  fpirits  not  being  found  in  (hops ,  nor 
jeing  made  by  any  according  to  the  manner 
:hat  I  have  fhewed  in  the  fccond  Part ,  1  would 
lave  thee  know  that  there  is  yet  another  matter^ 
which  needs  not  to  be  diftilled,  and  it  is  mineral ; 
which  being  put  into  the  Copper  Inftruraent,  doth 
of  its  own  accord  without  fire  yield  fuch  a  fulphu* 
reous  fpirit,  which  penetrates  very  much,  and  go- 
eth  into  the  fweating  box ,  like  in  all  things  to 
that  which  is  made  out  of  falts,  minerals,  and  me¬ 
tals.  Nature  alfo  hath  provided  us  another  mat¬ 
ter  that  is  to  be  found  every  where ,  which  be¬ 
ing  in  like  manner  put  into  the  Inftrument  doth 
by  it  felf,  and  of  its  own  accord  without  fire  yield  a 
fpirit,  in  vertue  not  unlike  to  that  which  is  made 
out  of  crude  Tartar,  or  fait  Amoniack,  Soot,  U- 
rine,  Of  which  in  the  fecond  Part,  doing,  viz., 
the  fame  things  with  that  which  is  made  with 
cofts  and  labours.  Thofe  forefaid  two  matters 
therefore  can  do  the  fame  things,  which  are  re¬ 
quired  for  a  bath  and  fweating,  which  thofe  two 
forefaid  kinds  of  fpirits,  viz.,  mineral  and  fulphu¬ 
reous,  vegetable  and  animal  can  do,  Now 

what  thofe  two  matters  which  are  eafily  every 
where  to  be  found  are,  thou  defireft  to  know  ; 
but  1  dare  not  if  I  would,  for  the  fake  of  the  pi¬ 
ous  to  reveal  them  becaufe  of  the  ungrateful,  and 
unworthy.  For  it  is  an  offence  to  caft  pearl  be¬ 
fore  fwine,  which  yet  the  pious  may,  by  the  blef^ 
fing  of  God  find  out  by  the  reading  of  the  reft  of 
my  Writings. 


Now  follows  a  wooden  vejfel  which  is  to  be  ufed  in¬ 
ftead  of  a  Cauldron  in  boyling  of  Beevy  Metheglin^ 
yinegavy  &c. 

Any  things  might  be  faid  concerning  this 
matter,  for  although  men  may  be  found  in 
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any  part  of  the  world  j,  who  know,  how  to  make 
mdt  of  corn,  and  of  this  beer  and.  vinegar  j  yet 
many  things  may  be  faid  of  this  matter  for  the 
correding  of  it ;  but  becaufe  it  is  not  my  purpqfe 
to  fliew  fuch  things  now?  yet  I  fliall  fay  foraething 
of  the  ufe  of  the  copper  globe  which  any  one 
may  provide  inftead  of  Caldrons ,  and  which  is 
to  be  ufed  with  a  certain  wooden  veffel  in  the 
boy  ling  of  Beer ,  which,  by  this  way  he  may ,  as 
hath  been  fpoken  above  concerning  the  operations, 
make  as  well  as  by  the  help  ,of  Caldrons-  Moreover 
I  could  here  alfo  teach  fome  other  moft  profitable 
fecrets,  viz..  \^fee  Confolat.of  Seamen'^  how  honey 
may  be  freed  from  its  ungrateful  odour ,  and  tail 
by  the  help  of  precipitation ;  and  how  afterwards 
a  moft  fweet  fpirit  is  to  be  drawn  out  of  it  very 
like  in  all  things  to  the  fpirit  of  wine :  alfo  how 
the  beft  and  fweeteft  wine  clear,  and  durable  like 
to  Mallago,  may  be  made  thence :  alfo  how  after 
purging  it  is  to  be  cryftallifed  j  fo,  as  to  refemble 
Sugar-candy  in  goodnefs  and  taft :  alfo  how  the 
fweetnefs  thereof  may  be  converted  into  Tartar, 
very  like  to  the  natural:  f  See  Explicat.  Mtrac, 
Mundi.  2  Alfo  how  out  of  fruits  of  trees,  as  cher¬ 
ries,  apples,  pears,  gtc.  a  very  good,  and  durable 
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wine  in  goodnefs,  colour,  taft,  and  vertue,  like  to 
the  natural,  may  be  made  ^  alfo  how  out  of  un^ 
ripe  grapes,  that  are  not  maturated  either  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  country ,  or  air,  their  acidity, 
being  changed  into  fweetnefs ,  very  good  Wines' 
like  to  the  Rhenifh  may  be  made :  alfo  how  out 
of  forrel,  and  other  vegetables ,  a  very  good  Tar¬ 
tar  may  be  made,  and  that  in  a  great  quantity 
without  much  cofts,  refembling  the  Rhenifh  in  co^ 
lour,  taft,  and  other  vertues :  Alfo  how  out  of 
Corn,  (  whether  malted  ,  or  ground  in  a  Mill  ) 
a  very  good  fpirit  is  to  be  made,  and  alfo  a  very 
good  vinegar  like  to  the  Rhenifh ;  alfo  how  out 
of  Corn,  (  ground  in  a  mill;  or  Meal,  a  very  good 
fpirit  is  to  be  diftilled  without  any  lofs  of  the 
Meal,  continuing  yet  fit  to  make  bread.  Such 
and  more  of  this  fort  might  be  taught  in  this 
place,  but  becaufe  it  is  not  good  to  divulge  all 
things  together,  and  at  once,  and  this  book  would 
by  this  means  grow  bigger  than  1  am  willing  it 
fhould,  if  fuch  things  fhould  be  here  taught ,  I 
fhall  make  an  end  of  this  Book  (  omitting  other 
excellent  pofiible  fecrets  of  nature)  which  although 
it  be  but  little,  yet  will  without  doubt  be  profita¬ 
ble  to  many.  And  fo  Reader  farewel. 
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In  y^hich  is  defcrihed  the  Nature  of  the  Fourth  Furnace ;  by  the  help  whereof.^  Minerals  and 
I  Metals  are  tryedy  and  examined  after  a  more  compendious  Tbdj/,  than  hitherto  after  the 
common  manner ;  alfo  the  feparation  of  Metals  by  the  force  of  Fufiony  and  other  necef* 
i  fa^y  things  that  are  done  by  the  power  of  Fujion  or  Melting.  Mofl  profitable  for  Chy» 
I  mijisy  Fryers y  and.  Diggers  of  x!Minerals. 


Of  making  the  Furnace. 

In  the  firft  Figure,  A.  reprefents  the  Ajh-hole  with  its  door.  B.  The  Regifler  appmtted  for 
gouerning  the  Fire,  C.  The  Hole  with,  its  door  affignd  to  receive  the  Crucibles  and  Cods.  D. 
The  Hole  with  the  door  of  the  Fir  ft  Story.  E.  The  long  Pipe  of  Iron  in  the  top  of  the  Furnace. 
The  fecond  Figurcj  A  Cone  or  Cafling  Vejfel  belonging  to  this  Furnace.  < 


THis  Furnace  may  be  made  greater,  or 
fmaller,  as  you  pleafe,  according  to  the 
matter  to  be  tryed :  and  if  the  Diame¬ 
ter  thereof  within,  be  but  of  one  foot, 
you  may  fet  in  it  a  crucible  containing 
two  or  three  pound  j  but  greater  crucibles  require  a 
greater  furnace.  Now  this  furnace  muft  be  qua¬ 
drangular,  and  be  built  of  ftones,  and  lute,  fuch 
which  abide  the  fire,  of  the  height  of  one  or  two 
foot  from  the  bottom  to  the  grate,  which  rauft  be 


fuch  as  may  be  cleared  from  the  drols  mixed  with  coals, 
or  fuch  as  was  the  grate  of  the  firft  furnace,  confifting 
of  too  ftrong  crofs  iron  bars  faftned  in  the  furnace 
with  certain  diftances  for  the  receiving  of  5,  6,  or 
7.  other  lefier  iron  bars  which  are  to  be  movea¬ 
ble,  fo  that  when  they  are  obftrudted  they  may  be 
removed,  and  cleared  from  the  drofs  ^  the  lower  part 
of  the  furnace  muft  have  near  the  bottom  a  hole 
(in  the  forepart)  of  the  heighth,  and  breadth  of 
a  little  fpan,  with  an  iron  or  copper  door,  Ihutr 
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ting  clofe  :  the  lower  part  alfo  mufl:  have  another 
hole  near  the  grate  on  the  other  fide  with  its  re* 
giltcr  for  the  government  of  the  fire^  snd  for  the 
attrafting  of  wind.  Above  the  grate,  and  a  hand 
breadth  from  the  grate  muft  be  another  hole  for 
putting  in  of  coals,  and  crucibles,  futable  to  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  furnace,  and  the  height  thereof  mult 
be  of  one  foot,  and  the  latitude  of  half  a  foot,  if 
the  inward  Diameter  of  the  furnace  be  of  one  foot, 
whereby  the  crucibles  may  be  the  more  convenient¬ 
ly  handled,  and  the  coals  be  call  in  with  a  fire-pan  : 
Let  this  hole  alfo  have  a  very  flrong  door  of  ftone 
covered  over  with  lute, either  of  which  may  endure  the 
fire,  and  Ihut  very  clofe,  that  the  fire  may  there¬ 
by  (when  the  crucible  is  placed  in  the  fire)  attraft 
air,  but  only  from  the  collateral  hole  under  the  grate. 
Let  the  height  of  the  furnace  (being  coated  above) 
from  the  hole  appointed  for  the  putting  in  of  coals 
and  crucibles,  be  of  one  great  fpan :  Let  there  alfo 
be  a  round  hole  in  the  furnace,  having  the  third 
part  of  the  intrinfecal  diameter  of  the  furnace,  ap= 
pointed  for  the  flame  and  fmoke  ^  to  which  if  you 
will  ufe  a  very  violent  fire,  put  to  it  a  ftrong  iron 
pipe  of  the  height  of  5,  12.  foot,  for  by 

how  much  the  higher  you  fet  your  pipe,  the  Itron- 
ger  fire  may  you  give,  and  if  you  will  you  may  e- 
reft  above  the  furnace  1,  2,  or  3.  partitions  with 
their  doors  ferving  to  divers  ufes  according  to  the 
flame  that  is  gathered  into  them,  by  reafon  of  divers 
degrees  of  fire,  which  is  in  them,  for  the  lowefl:  is  fo 
hot,  that  it  caneafily  contain  in  flux  fufible  metals, 
minerals,  and  falts  ;  and  ferve  for  cementation , 
calcinations,  and  reverberations  i  alfo  for  burning 
of  crucibles,  and  other  earthen  veflels ,  made  of 
the  belt  earth  (of  which  in  the  Fifth  part)  and  for 
vitrifications,  and  foraetimes  for  trials  and  burnings, 
&c.  The  fecond  divifion  of  heat,  which  is  more 
remifs,  ferves  for  the  burnings  of  minerals  and  me¬ 
tals  as  of  lead,  tin,  iron  and  copper,  that  are  ne- 
ceflary  for  calcinations  *,  alfo  for  the  neceflary  calci¬ 
nation  of  Tartar,  and  the  fixed  fait  of  other  vege¬ 
tables,  that  is  required  in  chymical  operation,  as 
alfo  the  calcining  of  bones,  and  horns  for  cuples , 
and  the  aflies  of  wood.  The  third  divifion  or  cham¬ 
ber  is  yet  more  remifs,  and  ferves  for  the  drying 
of  crucibles,  and  other  veflels  that  are  made  of  the 
bell  earth,  and  afterwards  to  be  burnt  in  the  firft 
partition-  There  may  alfo  other  things  be  done 
by  the  help  of  thefe  partitions,  fo  that  thou  needeft 
not  for  their  fakes  kindle  a  peculiar  fire.  But  if 
thou  wilt  give  a  melting  fire  the  ttrongefl:  of  all , 
put  a  long  pipe  to  the  lower  hole  appointed  for  draw¬ 
ing  wind,  and  having  a  regifterj  for  by  how  much 
the  fire  attrads  the  air  more  remotely  and  another 
flame  is  forced  to  beat  upon  the  metals,  fo  much 
the  greater  power  of  the  heat  is  there  in  the  fufi- 
on  of  them.  For  which  bufinefs  fake  thou  haft  need 
to  have  as  that  inferiour  pipe,  fo  alfo  that  fuperi- 
our  pipe  in  the  top  of  the  furnace.  And  if  thou 
haft  a  fit  chamber,  in  which  another  may  go  up 
from  below  by  the  proper  chimney,  thou  mayeft 
build  another  furnace  in  the  fuperiour  chimney , 
and  perforate  the  wall  with  the  applying  of  a  regi- 
fter,  that  the  fire  may  beifforced  to  attrad  the  air 
from  below  through  the  collateral  chimney,  where 
you  need  not  that  long  pipe  but  only  may  open  a 
door,  or  window  of  the  lower  chamber ,  that  the 
air  may  come  into  the  chimney  i  and  the  fire  at" 
trad  the  wind  out  of  the  collateral  chimney,  which 
it  doth  very  vehemently,  yea  and  ftronger,  than  if 


it  were  helped  with  bellows,  fo  that  even  the  fur¬ 
nace,  unlefs  it  were  built  of  very  good  and  fixed 
earth,  would  by  too  great  a  heat  be  deltroyed ; 
for  oftentimes  the  ftrongeft  crucibles  melt  with  too 
much  heat ,  wherefore  a  regifter  is  made  for  the 
governing  of  the  fire. 

And  by  the  help  of  this  furnace,  vvith  Gods  blef- 
fing,  1  found  out  my  choifeft  fecrets.  For  before, 
and  indeed  from  my'youth  I  underwent  the  trouble 
of  thofe  vulgar  labours  performed  by  bellows,  and 
common  vents,  not  without  lofs  of  my  health,  by 
reafon  of  the  unavoidable  malignant  and  poylonous 
fumes,  which  danger  this  furnace  was  without,  not 
only  of  poyfonous  and  malignant  fumes ,  but  alfo 
of  all  exceflive  heat :  For  our  furnace  fends  forth 
no  fume  (but  above,  fo  drawing,  that  the  door  be¬ 
ing  opened  for  the  putting  in  of  coals,  it  attrafts 
by  the  vehemency  of  the  fire,  another  fume,  that 
is  remote  by  the  diftance  of  half  an  ell.  And  be- 
caufe  the  fire  doth  fb  vehemently  attradf,  it  keeps 
its  heat  within  it  felf,'  fo  that  there  is  no  fear  of 
burning  i  yet  you  muft  cover  your  hand  that  holds 
the  tongs  with  a  linnen  glove  twice  double,  and  wet 
in  water,  and  with  the  other  hand  a  wooden  fence  that 
is  perfpedible  to  preferve  your  eyes  i  otherwife  it 
wants  all  danger  of  vapours,  or  fumes,  as  hath  been 
faid,  and  all  exceflive  heat ;  the  which  is  a  great  benefit 
in  Art.  I  do  ingenuoufly  confefs,  if  1  had  not  found  this 
a  few  years  fince,  I  had  not  without  lofs  left  oft  all 
Alchymy  together  with  its  tedious  labours-  For  I 
had  fpent  many  years  of  my  life  in  great  mifery 
of  labours,  in  fuperfluous  cares,  and  watchings,  as 
alfo  in  ftinks,  fo  that  going  into  my  Elaboratory 
with  loathing,  1  (hould  behold  fo  many  materials  in 
fo  many,  aud  fuch  various  pots,  boxes,  and  other 
velTels,  and  alfo  as  many  broken  as  whole  inftru- 
ments  of  earth,  glafs,  iron,  and  copper,  and  did  judg 
my  felf  fo  unhappy  that  I  had  made  my  felf  a  Have 
to  this  Art,  and  efpecially  becaufe  fcarce  one  of  1 00, 
whereof  I  was  one,  did  get  his  victuals  and  cloths 
thereby.  For  thefe  reafons  I  was  determined  to  bid 
farewelto  Chymiftry,  and  to  apply  my  felf  toPhy- 
fick,  and  Chirurgery,  in  which  I  was  always  hap¬ 
py.  But,  what  ?  Whileft  I  thought  to  do  as  I  re- 
folved,  and  to  call;  forth  of  the  doors  all  and  each 
veflfel  of  divers  kinds,  I  found  fome  crucibles  brok¬ 
en,  and  in  them  many  grains  of  gold  and  filver, 
formerly  melted  in  them,  which  together  with  o- 
thers  gathered  together,  I  thought  to  melt  i  but 
feeing  I  could  not  melt  fuch  things  being  very  hard 
to  be  melted,  without  the  help  of  bellows  (which 
I  had  fold)  I  began  to  confider  the  matter  with  my 
felf  more  ferioufly,  andfo  I  found  out  this  furnace, 
and  being  invented,  I  prefently  built  and  proved 
it,  which  in  tryings  I  found  fo  good,  that  I  did  a- 
gain  take  hope  of  ray  labours,  and  would  no  more 
defpair. 

Seeing  therefore  an  eafie,  and  compendious  way 
of  melting  metals,  I  began,  to  work,  and  to  begin 
a  new  fearch,  and  every  day  I  found  more  and 
more  in  nature,  "viz.,  the  greateft  and  moft  pleafant 
fecrets  of  nature  •,  wherefore  I  did  without  ceafing 
feek,  until  God  had  opened  mine  eyes  to  fee  that 
which  I  fought  a  long  tim?  for  in  vain.  Where  al¬ 
fo  I  obferved,  that  although  I  had  before  had  more 
knowledge  of  nature,  yet  without  this  rurnace  I 
could  fcarce  have  done  any  thing  that  had  been  lin¬ 
gular.  And  fo  God  willing,  by  the  help  of  this 
furnace,  I  found  out  more  and  more  dayly,  for 
which  blefllng  I  give  to  the  immortal  God  immor- 
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tal  thanks,  refolving  to  communicate  this  new  in¬ 
vention  candidly,  and  faithfully  for  the  fake  of 
my  neighbour.  Judge  therefore  O  Chymifi: !  whe¬ 
ther  this,  or  that  which  is  made  by  the  help  of 
bellows  and  common  vents,  be  the  bell  ?  For  how  long 
doth  he  that  will  melt  a  hard  metal  in  a  wind  fur¬ 
nace  give  fire  to  it  before  it  will  flow,  and  with 
what  lofs  of  time,  and  coals  ?  He  that  doth  melt 
by  the  help  of  bellows  hath  need  of  a  companion 
to  blow,  with  great  danger  of  breaking  the  cruci¬ 
ble  with  the  winde,  and  of  making  it  tall  v.  hen  the 
coals  are  abated,  or  of  impurities  falling  into  the 
crucible  in  cafe  the  cover-  thereof  fhould  fall  off, 
although'  there  can  be  no  detriment  by  impurities 
falling  in,  if  the  matter  be  metallick,  but  not  fo  if 
it  be' a  fait  or  mineral,  ^without  which  that  can¬ 
not  be  perfefled  in  the  firej  not  inducing  the  im- 
•  purities  of  the  coals,  but  boyling  over  by  reafon 
of  them.  Now  our  furnace  is  free  from  this  dam 
I  ger,  becaufe  the  wind  comes  from  beneath  and  cru¬ 
cibles  come  always  into  light,  not  being  fo  orer- 
I  whelmed  with  coals  as  in  the  common  way,  &c. 
For  by  this  means  the  matter  to  be  melted  is  flow¬ 
ed,  although  the  crucibles  be  not  covered  over  with 
coals,  nor  with  a  cover,  and  although  thou  hall  not 
a  companion  to  blow,  for  you  may  at  pleafuregive 
any  degree  of  fire  by  the  dire{flion  of  the  regifler. 
When  therefore  thou  makefl;  any  trial  in  the  fire 
have  this  furnace  w'hich  is  recommended  to  thee, 
which  build  rightly  with  its  regilkr  for  the  go¬ 
verning  of  the  fire,  and  for  the  drawing  of  win'd, 
and  without  doubt  this  labour  fliall  not  be  in 
.  vain. 

How  minerals  are  to  be  tryed. 

THe  manner  of  trying  minerals  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  made  known,  wherefore  it  is  not  need¬ 
ful  here  to  write  many  things,  becaufe  divers  Au¬ 
thors,  as  Georgias  Agricola^  Laz.arns  Ercker^  and  o- 
thers  have  fufficiently  wrote  thereof,  to  whofe  wri¬ 
tings  I  refer  thee,  efpecially  to  that  mofl: -famous 
Laz^arits  Erclgr  which  is  fo  much  commended,  De 
Probatione  Mineralium^  as  well  maglignant  (obfti: 
nate)  as  mild.  But  thus  much  know,  being  that 
which  experience  hath  alfo  taught  us,  that  neither 
he  nor  his  predeceflburs  had  a  perfed  knowledge 
of  all  things,  nor  would  reveal  all  things  they  knew- 
For  many  excellent  things  do  yet  lye  hid,  and  per-* 
haps  fliall  yet  for  a  while  lye  hid  by  reafon  of  the 
ingratitude  of  the  world  \  although  the  moH  fa¬ 
mous  Philofophers  do  with  one  confent  affirm  that 
imperfed  metals,  as  liead,  tin,  iron,  copper,  and 
Mercury,  are  intrinfecally  gold,  and  filver,  although 
it  may  Ihem  very  improbable  to  many  that  are  not 
^  curious,  but  contented  with  the  opinions-  of  their 
parents-,  fuppofing  thofe  minerals  to  be  barren  .that 
leave  nothing  in  the  cuple,  when  they  are  tryed 
with  lead ;  when  as  yet  that  proof  by  cuples  al¬ 
though  famous,  is  not  yet  that  true  Philofophical 
trial  of  metals,  but  only  vulgar,  according  to  the 
Ceflimony  of  Philofophers,  as  of  Ifaac  Hollandus^  and 
others,  efpecially  of  Paracelfus  in  many  places  treat¬ 
ing  of  metals,  but  efpecially  in  his  hook  Vexationum 
Alchymifiarum^  containing  a  true  defeription  of  the 
properties,  and  perfedion  of  metals.  Which  al¬ 
though  not  being  to  be  underllood  by  all,  matters 
not ;  for  a  very  eafie  art  is  not  to  be  communicated 
to  all,  according  to  Paraceljus  faying.  Imperfed 
metals  being  freed  from  their  impurities  have  in 


them  abundance  of  gold,  and  filver.  But  hcv/  me¬ 
tals  are  to  be  purged,  and  feparated  he  doth  not 
teach,  but  only  commends  lead  to  be  the  Author  - 
which  made  the  Alchymifl:  believe  that  it  was  com¬ 
mon  lead,  not  knowing  that  the  water  thereof  (lead) 
did  not  only  purge  other  metals,  but  alfo  lead  it 
felf  j  fuppofing  alfo  that  the  trial  of  tin,  copper, 
and  iron,  made  in  a  cuple  with  lead  to  be  that  true 
genuine  bath  thereof not  obferving  that  lead  hath 
no  affinity  with  iron,  and  tin  in  a  flrongerfire,  but 
to  rejed  what  is  black,  and  unclean,  without  any 
P^rfeLtion,  Now  this  lead  can  do,  if  viz.-  it  be 
mixed  with  a  mineral  that  hath  gold  or  filver  in  it, 
and  be  melted  in  the  fire  being  incorporated  with  it, 
it  may  together  with  their  impurities  enter  into  the 
Cuple,  the  good  gold  and  filver  being  left  in  the 
Cuple,  which  is  the  proof  of  minerals  that  arc  dig¬ 
ged,  and  ufed  ;  and  it  is  done  upon  this  account, 
'VIZ.,  gold  and  filver  may  be  naturally  purged  of 
their  fuperfluous  fulphur,  fo  as  never  to  beany  more 
radically  united,  and  mixed  with  thofe  that  be  im¬ 
perfed,  as  being  polluted  with  abundance  of  crude, 
impure  fulphur,  although  they  may  be  melted  to¬ 
gether  in  the  fire;  yet  that  mixture  bein^  retained 
in  the  fire,  the  combuflible  fulphur  of  coinmon  me¬ 
tals,  ads  upon  its  own  proper  argent  vive,  and 
turns  it  into  drofs',  which  being  feparated  from  the 
metals  enters  into  the  porous  matter  of  the  cuples, 
that  wfiich  doth  not  happen  in  tells,  fixed  in  the  fire, 
which  that  drofs  being  feparated  from  the  metals 
cannot  enter  into,  being  made  of  an  earth  that  is 
durable  in  the  fire,  the  drofs  remaining  in  them, 
which  otherwife  was  wont  to  enter  into  thofe  cup¬ 
les  that  are  made  of  the  afhes  of  bones,  or  wood. 
Wherefoie  by  little  and  little  it  goes  away  into  the 
cuple,  'Viz.,  as  much  as  the  fire  reduced  into  a  Li¬ 
tharge,  or  drofs,  until  ail  the  Lead  mixed  with  the 
Gold  and  Silver  together  with  other  imperfed  me¬ 
tals  mixed  with  it  go  into  drofs,  and  hide  them- 
felves  in  the  cuple,  the  pure  gold  and  filver  being 
left  in  the  cuple.  For  Lead  in  a  plain  veflel,  feel¬ 
ing  the  heat  from  above,  but  beneath  cold,  is  turn¬ 
ed  into  a  Litharge,  which  if  it  be  in  an  earthen  fix¬ 
ed  velTel,  the  Litharge  remains,  and  goes  into  h  yel¬ 
low  tranfparent  glafs  at  lall,  if  it  be  not  mixed 
with  other  metals,  as  iron,  copper,  tin  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  mixed  therewith,  give  to  the  glafs  a  green,  red,; 
black,  or  white  colour,  according  to  the  quantity 
of  the  metallick  matter  :  but  in  a  porous  cuple 
made  of  afhes,  the  Litharge,  or  drofs  finding  pores, 
‘enters  into  the  cuple  by  little  and  little,  and  fuc- 
ceflively,  undl  all  the  Lead  be  entred  in,  which 
could  not  be  if  it  were  not  turned  into  Litharge. 
This  vulgar  trying  is  therefore  nothing  elfe  but  a 
tranfmutation  of  Lead,  with  the  imperfeft  metals 
mixed  with  it,  into  drofs,  which  entring  into  the 
cuple  leaves  in  the  cuple  pure  gold,  and  filver, 
that  cannot  be  turned  into  drofs  by  reafon  of  their 
purity. 

But  perhaps  this  difeourfe  may  feem  to  thee  un¬ 
profitable,  and  fuperfiuoiis,  becaufe  this  trial  of  me* 
tals  is  known  all  the  world  over :  but  for  anfwer, 
I  fay  that  it  is  not  fuperfluous,  becaufe  many  refiners 
erre,  fuppofing  that  corporeal  Lead  together  with 
the  imperfed  metals  that  are  mixed  with  it,  goes 
into  the  cuple,  not  being  yet  turned  into  Litharge, 
becaufe  corporeal  Lead  is  again  melted  from  thence 
for  whofe  fake  this  difeourfe  is  not  properly  or¬ 
dained,  as  being  thofe  that  operate  out  of  ufe,  and 
cullora  only  without  dlfcretion  ;  but  rather  for  their 
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and  fearch  in- 


fakes,  who  do  incelfantly  feek  after  _ 
to  the  fecrets  of  nature,  feeking  after  that 

Philofophical  tryal,  which  is  known _  to  few,  by  the 
help  whereof  more  gold  and  filver  is  obtained  than 
by  the  common  way,  but  it  is  not  to  be  difcove- 
red  in  this  place  •,  for  all  mult  not  have  the  know¬ 
ledge  thereof  i  It  is  fufficient  that  I  have  demonllrated 
the  poOibility  thereof.  Yet  know  this, if  thou  knowell 
how  to  prepare  Lead,  Tin,  Copper,  and  Iron,  and 
to  6t  them  for  a  radical  union,  that  aforefaid 
water  of  Saturn,  fo  as  they  may  endure  the  force 
of  the  fire  together,  thou  mayft  feparate  and  attra^ 
gold  and  filver  from  the  aforefaid  iraperfed  me¬ 
tals  ’and  with  gain  leaving  them  in  the  cuple,  or 
elfe’  you  fliall  draw  little  or  nothing  from  thence 
rSee  Exvlicat.  Mirac.  Mnndif\  And  if  you  do  in¬ 
tend  to  try  them  with  Lead  after  the  vulgar  way, 
and  bring  them  into  drofs,  yet  you  do  nothing,  be- 
caufe  tin  and  iron  abounding  with  gold  and  filver, 
do  not  remain  with  the  lead  in  a  ftrong  fire,  but 
are  lifted  up  like  a  skin  or  drofs,  by  reafon  of  their 
fuperfluous  fulphur,  fwimming  like  fat  upon  water, 
withoutany  reparation,  unlefs  it  be  tin  or  iron,  which 
got  gold  or  filver  from  the  mine  in  their  firlt  fufion. 

^  And  by  this  means  it  falls  out  fometimes,  that 
fomemay  make  a  good  proof,  but  out  of  ignorance, 
not  knowing  a  reafon  of  their  operation,  where¬ 
fore  they  cannot  do  the  fame  again.  For  if  Chy- 
mifts,  and  Refiners  did  confider  the  matter  more 
profoundly,  enquiring  the  caufe,  wherefore  lead  be¬ 
ing  tryed,  deprived  of  its  filver,  and  melted  in  a 
cuple,  fnould  yet  contain  in  it  felf  filver,  without 
doubt  they  would  hit  upon  a  good  foundation  ; 
without  which  knowledge  all  their  labour  m  imper- 
fed  metals  would  be  in  vain.  And  let  this  fur- 
fice  concerning  that  Philofophical  tryal,  which  is 
known  to  few  ^  There  is  no  need  of  fpenking  sny 
thing  of  that  vulgar,  being  every  where  known,  of 
which  Laz^ams  Ercker  wrote  plainly  and  fully.  ^ 
There  is  alfo  another  proof  of  minerals,  which 
is  without  Lead,  with  Venice,  or  any  other  good 
fufible  glafs,  where  one  or  two  ounces  of  the  pow¬ 
dered  mineral  are  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  the 
powdered  glafs,  and  being  mixed  and  covered  in  a 
crucible,  are  melted,  and  poured  out ;  by  which 
means  the  glafs  attrads,  and  difiolves  that  mineraj, 
and  is  thereby  coloured,  which  fnews  what  metal  is 
'  contained  in  the  mine,  after  which  may  be  made 
another  tryal  by  Lead,  tryal  being  firft  made  by  the 
firft  proof.  And  this  is  the  fitteft  proof  for  the^ 
hardeft  minerals»  which  are  even  invincible,  as  are 
the  Lapis  hemttitis^  [miris,  granats,  talck  black  and 
red  and  thofe  which  abound  oftentimes  with  gold, 
and’ filver,  which  becaufe  they  cannot  be  mixed 
with  Lead  are  not  efteemed,  but  are  oftentimes  call 
away,  although  they  abound  with  gold  and  filver, 
and  this  becaufe  they  cannot  be  tryed.  Which  being 
tryed  after  the  aforefaid  manner,  and  confequent- 
ly  the  treafureslyingtherein  being  difeovered,  thou 
mayft  afterward  with  more  confidence  handle  them, 
and  reduce  them  to  better  profit.  Now  thofe  co¬ 
lours  which  follow,  indicate  the  tenure  of  them. 
Glafs  referabling  the  greennefs  of  the  Sea  fignifies 
meer  Copper,  but  the  greennefs  of  grafs,  fignifys 
copper,  and  iron  mixed  together  .  glafs  of  a 
nifty  colour  fignifys  iron  :  yellowifii  glafs  fignfys 
glafs  of  a  yellow  golden  colour,  or  like 


filver,  copper,  and  iron  mixed  together.  Befides 
thefe,  glafs  fometimes  gets  other  colours,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  diverfity  of  tlie  weight  of  divers  metals 
mixed  together  ;  which  ufe  will  teach  with  a  further 
praftife  that  is  to  be  made  with  Saturn. 

There  is  alfo  another  precurfory  tryal  of  mine¬ 
rals,  and  metals,  which  is  made  with  Sak-peter  *, 
where  efpecially  tin,  iron,  and  copper  do  largely 
draw  forth  their  treafures  hid  in  them,  which  they 
will  not  yield  being  tryed  by  Lead,  the  which  is 
not  a  fign  of  their  poverty,  but  rather  of  not  a 
true  tryal  made  by  Lead,  which  is  not  the  true, 
and  genuine  judge,  and  tryer  of  metals.  For  other- 
wife  (if  it  were)  it  would  draw  forth  their  trea- 
fure  as  well  out  of  a  greater  quantity  of  metallick 
matter,  as  out  of  a  lefler.  Now  follows  the  tryal 
by  Nitre :  Make  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  fulphur, 
of  two  parts  of  pure  Tartar,  and  four  parts  of  pu¬ 
rified  Nitre,  then  take  an  ounce  of  this  mi.xture , 
and  one  dram  of  the  mineral  or  metal  ground  fmall, 
mix  thofe  together,  and  being  put  into  a  cruci¬ 
ble,  put  a  red  hot  iron  or  burning  coal  to  them, 
and  that  mixture  will  be  inflamed,  and  yield  a  moft 
vehement  fire,  reducing  that  mineral  or  metal  into 
drofs :  And  what  is  not  brought  into  drofs  muft  a- 
gain  be  mi.xed  with  the  aforefaid  mixture,  and  be 
burnt  as  before,  until  the  whole  be  confumed  by 
the  fire.  Then  make  that  drofs  or  fait  containing 
in  it  the  metal  that  is  deftroyed,  to  flow  fo  long 
in  a  ftrong  crucible,  untill  it  be  made  glafs  i  which 
being  poured  out  there  are  found  grains  of  gold  or 
filver,  which  came  from  the  mineral  or  metal  that 
was  tryed.  And  this  opperation  (  if  it  be  well  done  ) 
will  be  a  pleafant  fight,  but  without  profit,  becaufe 
it  cannot  be  done  in  a  great  quantity,  and  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  the  price  of  the  Nitre.  Wherefore  I  fet  this 
way  of  tryal  only  for  demonftration  fake,  that  it 
might  appear  how  almoft  all  tin,  iron,  and  copper, 
contain  in  them  gold  and  filver,  although  they  do 
not  draw  it  forth  in  the  Cuple. 

Now  do  not  fuppofe  that  this  is  tranfmutation , 
which  is  only  feparation ;  wherefore  thou  muft  con¬ 
fider  with  thy  felf  how  that  may  be  performed  o- 
therwife.  But  take  heed  that  thou  do  not  kindle 
this  mixture  from  beneath,  being  put  upon  the  coals, 
but  from  above,  by  reafon  of  the  danger  of  flafli- 
ing  :  Alfo  metals  are  eafily  fufible  by  the  following 


tin 


a  redluby  fignifys  filver:  Blew  glafs  a  faphir 
fignifys  pure  gold;  a  finarugdine^ fignifys  mix- 
ed  with  filver  '  *  ’  "  ’  ■- 


mixture.  Take  one  part  of  the  faw-duft  of  the 
wood  of  the  teil-tree  being  well  dryed,  two  parts 
of  fulphur,  eight  or  nine  parts  of  pure  Nitre.  Make 
(Iratam  [aper  firatum  in  a  crufible,  and  tak?  to  ir, 
or  12.  parts  of  this  mixture;  one  part  of  the  me¬ 
tal  fubtilly  ground,  and  kindle  them,  and  the 'mine 
being  melted  will  yield  grains  of  pure  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  if  the  mine  were  not  too  impure,  the  impuri¬ 
ty  hereof  be  confumed  by  that  moft  vehement  fire. 
And  if  this  tryal  be  not  for  thy  profit,  yet  it  is 
rational,  and  may  be  for  thine  inftrudtion. 

Of  the  melting  of  mines  and  metals. 

THe  melting  of  thefe  in  a  great  quantity  is  not 
for  this  place,  becaufe  they  cannot  be  done  by 
this  furnace,  but  it  is  treated  of  plainly  enough  by 
others  in  their  ^writings  of  minerals. 

Of  the  feparation  of  metals. 

'His  is  a  moft  ancient  and  pi'ofitable  Art,  where- 


T 


by  one  metal  may  be  feparated  from  another  : 
And  it  is  for  the  moft  part  done  4.  ways,  vtz..  by 
An  AmeVhyft  colour  fignffys  gold,  I  Aqaa  Fortis,  by  cement,  by  flux  with  fulphur,  and 
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lead,  and  laftly  by  Antimony ;  which  ways  that  mofl 
witty  Laz.ariis  Ercl^r^  hath  clearly,  and  diftindtiy 
defcribed ,  whofe  defcription  is  not  to  be  found 
fault  with,  although  fome  nccelTary  things  may  be 
added  thereunto,  which  being  but  few,  1  thought  it 
fuperlluous  to  add  them  in  this  place. 

And  that  reparation  confifts  in  three  chief  metals, 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  5  he  made  no  mention  of 
other  metals,  and  two  of  the  aforefaid  four  ways 
are  in  ufe,  as  very  eafie,  for  they  are  done  with 
Fortis  and  Cement,  the  two  others  moft  com¬ 
monly  negledled,  which  are  done  by  benefit  of  melt¬ 
ing  wdth  Sulphur  and  Lead ;  and  alfo  by  Antimo¬ 
ny:  that  which  is  admirable,  becaufe  metals  are  ea- 
lier  feparated  by  benefit  of  thefe  two  ways,  than 
by  Aqiu  fortis  and  Cements,  furpedted  of  wall, 
whereas  not  Sulphur  and  Antimony,  but  the  igno 
rant  worker,  not  knowing  the  nature  of  Sulphur 
and  Antimony,  is  rather  to  be  blamed,  becaule  he 
knows  not  how  to  order  them,  and  withall  leaves 
the  nearer  way  of  feparation  :  and  1  muft  needs  con- 
fefs  it  that  without  this  furnace  I  w  ould  not  fepa- 
rate  with  them,  becaufe  with  that  common  way  of 
furnaces  and  bellows,  the  ftink  of  Sulphur  and  An¬ 
timony  hurtful  to  the  Liver,  Lungs,  Brain,  and 
Heart,  is  received  by  the  Noftrils  to  the  hazard 
of  health :  for  which  caufe  I  do  not  wonder  that 
thofe  two  wayes  requiring  greater  diligence  than  thofe 
two  former  by  fortis  and  Cements  arerejedted- 
But  this  Furnace  being  known,  with  which  with¬ 
out  danger  one  may  melt,  I  doubt  not  of  excel¬ 
ling  the  two  former  ways  hereafter  as  more  profi¬ 
table  than  them.  For  he  who  knows  Antimony, 
may  not  only  eafily  with  fmall  cofl:  feparate  Gold 
from  the  addition  without  any  lofs  of  it,  and  fpee- 
dily  refine  it ,  but  alfo  eafier  feparate  gilt  filver , 
than  by  Sulphur,  Lead,  <^c.  in'  great  ftore  without 
any  lofs  of  Gold  or  Silver. 

And  this  is  the  eafieft  way  of  the  feparation  of 
Gold  and  SilVer  which  is  done  by  the  benefit  of 
melting,  requiring  no  more  charge  than  the  coals ; 
for  there  is  Antimony  which  hath  Gold  in  it  as 
much  as  it  is  worth,  which  will  be  the  feparators 
gain :  I  would  have  you  know  this,  how  Antimony 
may  again  be  feparated  from  Gold  and  Silver,  not 
by  the  common  way,  which  is  done  by  bellows,  but 
by  the  fpecial  way  of  feparation  wherewith  the 
Antimony  is  preferved,  fo  that  it  may  be  ufed  a- 
gain  for  the  fame  purpofe  •,  which  I  will  treat  of 
in  another  place.  Befides  the  four  ways  fpoken  of, 
there  is  alfo  another  way,  belt  of  all,  by  the  ni¬ 
trous  fpirit  of  fait,  namely  after  this  manner  :  1^ 
the  fpirit  oCfalt  (prepared  by  our  firft  and  fecond 
Furnace)  acuated  with  Nitre  difolved  in  it,  towhic^ 
add  grain  Gold  mixed  with  Silver  and  Cop¬ 
per,  put  it  in  a  glafs  vial  in  hotfand  to  difiblve, 
and  the  Gold  together  with  the  Copper  will  be  dif- 
folved  in  it,  and  the  Silver  left  in  the  bottom  of 
the  vial :  decant  off  the  folution,  to  which  add 
fomething,  precipitating  Gold,  and  make  them  boyl 
together,  and  the  pure  fine  gold  will  be  feparated 
and  precipitated  like  the  fineft  meal,  ferving  Wri¬ 
ters  and  Painters;,  the  Copper  being  left  in  the 
water ;  which  thou  mayft  if  thou  wilt  precipitate  from 
the  water,  but  it  is  better  to  take  away  the  water  , 
which  will  ferve  again  for  the  fame  ufe.  If  the 
precipitated  Gold  be  walked  and  dryed  it  gives  in 
the  melting  (by  which  nothing  is  loft)  the  belt  and 
pureft  Gold.  For  finer  gold  can  neither  be  made 
by  fortis  nor  by  Antimony. 


I  Therefore  this  is  the  belt  way  of  all,  not  only 
for  the  fmall  coll,  but  alfo  for  the  eafinefs  yield¬ 
ing  the  bell  Gold  of  all  others. 

Then  take  the  calcin’d  Silver  left  in  the  gourd, 
fweeten  and  dry  it,  which  done  make  a  little  fait 
of  Tartar  to  melt  in  a  crucible,  to  which  by  courfe 
put  a  little  of  the  refined  filver  with  a  fpoon,  and 
it  will  be  prefently  made  a  body  without  any  lofs. 
You  may  alfo  boyl  that  Calx  as  yet  moill  neivly 
taken  out  of  the  gourd  with  a  Lixivium  of  Salt  of 
Tartar,  even  to  the  evaporation  of  all  moilture : 
and  melt,  the  dry  remnant ,  where  alfo  nothing  is 
loft-  Without  this  medium  the  calx  of  Silver 
(drawn  from  Aqua  Regia)  is  not  fuiible  of  it  felf, 
turning  into  a  brittle  matter,  like  horn  that  is  white, 
or  of  a  middle  colour  between  white  and  yellow,  cal¬ 
led  therefore  of  Chymilts  the  Horn  of  the  Moon  - 
in  reducing  which  many  have  tried  much,  which 
redudtion  we  have  already  taught.  For  want  of 
fpirit  of  fait  take  Aqua  Regia  made  of  Aqtta  Fonts 
and  fait  Armoniack,  which  doth  the  fame,  but  with 
greater  charges.  This  alfo  is  to  be  preferred  before  o- 
ther  ways,  which  makes  to  the  feparation  of  any  Gold 
of  any  degree,  if  fo  be  it  exceed  Silver  in  weight  ^ 
which  is  neceil’arily  required  in  the  folution  made 
with  Aqua  Fortis. 

But  that  you  may  fee  the  prerogative  of  this  fe- 
paration,  mark  a  little,  when  you  feparate  by  the 
Quarto  and  by  Aqua  fortis  you  raufl  put  juft  two 
or  three  parts  of  refined  Silver  to  one  of  courfe 
Gold,  where  firll:  the  coft  and  labour  of  refining 
the  Silver  to  be  melted  and  grained  with  Gold  are 
required  :  then  a  good  quantity  of  Aqua  fortis  to 
difiblve,  precipitate,  edulcorate,  dry  and  melt  a 
great  deal  of  lilver.  Confider  then  1  pray,  the  la¬ 
bours  and  charges  of  my  feparation  and  the  vulgar. 
When  thou  feparatefl  with  Cements  there  is  need 
of  boxes,  and  continual  fire  of  one  degree,  which 
labour  is  tedious  for  times  fake,  and  coflly  for  coals, 
which  labour  you  mull  twice  or  thrice  take  in  re¬ 
gard  of  the  mixt  drofs.  Now  again  confider  the 
labour  and  charges  of  both  feparations*  When  thou 
feparatefl  by  Sulphur  and  Antimony,  which  is  the 
bcfl  way,  without  great  charges,  if  thou  knowefk 
to  feparate  Gold  from  Antimony  without  blowing, 
but  this  is  tedious  becaufe  thrice  greater  labour 
than  our  way,  tedious  indeed  by  reafon  of  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  a  perfed  feparation  of  Gold  and  Silver 
from  the  Antimonial  drofs.  Think  therefore  what 
way  of  reparation  you  will  ufe  to  refine  Gold  fpee- 
dily,  furely  you  will  chufe  mine. 

This  way  of  feparation  hath  alfo  this  preroga¬ 
tive,  that  it  hath  no  need  of  refined  filver  which  is 
done  by  the  benefit  of  burning,  but  only  its  granu¬ 
lation,  folution  or  feparation  by  the  ufe  of  Aqua, 
Fortis,  where  though  copper  mixt  with  filver  makes 
waft,  yet  by  the  help  of  this  fait  it  is  foon  pre¬ 
cipitated.  By  this  means  gilt  filver  is  foon  fepa¬ 
rated,  the  gold  being  dilfolved  by  the  nitrous  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  precipitated  with  the  aforefaid  matter  pre¬ 
cipitating.  As  for  the  feparation  of  gilt  filver  which 
is  to  be  done  by  help  of  fufion,  and  none  is  eafier 
done  than  with  Sulphur  and  Antimony,  where  when 
the  neceffary  manual  (ingredients)  are  known-,  a 
great  deal  is  feparated  in  a  ftiort  time,  but  if  thou 
knowell  not  how  to  handle  Antimony  and  Sulphur 
(for  which  our  Furnace  very  well  befits)  leave  them, 
and  ufe  the  common  way  therefore  lay  not  thy 
fault  afterward  on  me,  writing  for  thy  good. 
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jt  manner  of  fepavating  .Tin 
--  Copper  from  Iron,  without  lofs  of  both  me¬ 
tals,  by  preferving  both ,  hath  hitherto  been  un- 
knov>7n,  which  feems  impoffible  to  me  by  reafon  o 
the  combnftibility  of  both  metals  •,  and  fuperflu^ous 
for  the  fmall  profit,  and  faving  charges.  But  how 
Gold  and  Silver  may  be  feparated  from  Tin  with 
which  commonly  this  abounds,  without  any  wait, 
hath  been  long  fmce  fought  to  no  purpofe :  but 
a  pofiibility  will  appear  to  a  ferious  confiderer ; 
and  though  I  never  tryed  in  great  quantity,  being 
content  with  a  precipitation  made  with  a  little , 

I  am  yet  perlwaded  this  bufinefs  will  fucceed  ^n  a 
great  quantity  and  with  much  profit ;  namely  by 
die  help  of  a  Furnace  made  on  purpofe  where  gold 
and  filver  precipitated  with  lead  and  Koff 

by  extream  heat  of  fire*,  that  tin  is  extracted  to 
the  remanence  of  the  tenth  part,  which  remain¬ 
der  you  mull;  peculiarly  take  and  keep-  winch 
done  you  mufi;  precipitate  new  tin  in  the  forefaid 
Furnace ,  and  fo  extrad  to  the  remainder  of  the 
Re^iihis^  which  being  extraded  from,  is  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  firfi:  and  referved;  which  labor  is  to  be 
1  :^erated ,  till  thou  haft  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
Reodus  filling  the  Furnace^  which  again  thou  muft 
precipitate  i  for  by  this  means  gold  and  lilver  are 
brought  together ,  fo  that  they  may  eafily  after¬ 
ward  be  feparated  from  the  fuperfluous  tin.  By 
this  means  1  count  the  feparation  profitable,  where 
but  little  fubftance  is  loft  ,  which  is  turned  into 
alhesand  fmoak.  Nor  doth  adding  lead  and  Hah 
Kopf  hinder ,  becaufe  fometime  lead  is  mixt  with 
tin,  and  the  Hah  Kopf  is  feparated  again.  It  is 
good  therefore  to  feparate  pots  and  .old  dilhes, 
by  reafon  of  the  mixture  of  lead,  and  to  precipi¬ 
tate  the  gold  and  filver  from  them ,  by  the  adje- 
dion  of  Hah  Kopf  only ,  where  the  relidue  is  no 
way  altered  by  the  Halb  Kopf,  therefore  thou 
mayft  fell  if,  or  refine  it  again:  which  in  my 
judgment  will  be  to  great  advantage. 

What  h  to  be  held  concerning  the  per f  Won  of  Metals, 

THis  knot  is  fcarce  foluble,  for  fo  many  and  di¬ 
vers  Opinions  of  fo  many  ages,  fo  that  moft 
men  flighting  the  teftimonies  of  true  Philofophers, 
will  net  believe  the  truth,  efpecially,  becaufe  fcarce 
one  of  an  hundred  can  be  found  who  is  not  im- 
poverilht  with  this  art:  the  incredulous  therefore 
is  not  to  be  blamed  for  his  doubting ,  no  flgns  of 
truth  appearing,  yet  experience  teltifies  a  poflibi- 
lity  by  art  and  nature,  though  examples  are  rare. 

1  pray  with  how  great  abfurdity  Ihoiild  one  deny 
Heaven  and  Hell  never  feen  ?  But  thou  faift  we 
muft  believe  this  as  revealed  by  God,  his  Prophets 
and  Apoftles  i  but  fo  is  not  this,  but  the  Philo- 
foohick  tradition  of  Heathens.  I  anfwer,  though 
moft  philofophers  were  heathen  (yet  fome  have 
been  Chriftians  )  yet  their  works  are  not  to  be 
defpifed  ,  becaufe  not  handling  our  falvation:  to 
whom  if  Chri  st  had  Preached,  Purely  they  had 
believed  him.  For  it  appears  by  their  books,  that 
they  were  pious  and  houeft  Men  ^  who  though  not 
Prefeifors  of  Chr  i  st,  yet  they  did  His  Will  in¬ 
deed:  v.’hich  we,  though  not  in  words,  in  adlion 
deny  •,  who  if  they  had  been  wicked ,  why  took 
they  fo  much  pains  in  making  books  for  the  good 


and  profit  of  their  Neighbour  about  Vertue  and 
piety  ?  Why  fpeut  they  not  rather  their  life  time 
in  leifure  and  pleafure,  as  is  the  cuftom  now  adaies 
with  them  who  are  appointed  to  inftruft  us  ?  Why 
fliould  they  gull  pofterity  with  trifles  and  lyes,  ex- 
pefting  from  thence  no  profit  ?  For  moft  of  them 
were  not  poor  ,  but  very  rich  Kings  and  Princes. 
Befides  thefe,  there  have  been  many  Chriftians  fe- 
rioufly  confirming  the  truth  of  the  Art :  Men  in¬ 
deed  of  fpecial  note,  namely,  Bifhops,  Detftors, 
e$~c.  Such  were  Thomas  H^ttinas^  Ab'crtas  A , gnus, 
LhIUhs  ,  Arnoldas  ,  Roger  Bacon^  BafU.^  d:c.  Why 
Ihould  very  pious  men  deceive  pi'fterity  with  their 
Works,  and  lead  them  into  Errors?  Ah  hough 
there  Ihould  not  remain  the  Werks  of  Famous 
Worthies ,  yet  there  would  be  a  plain  confirming 
the  truth  of  this  Art.  For  I  am  perfwaded  there 
are  fome  to  be  found  having  this  knowledge,  and 
privately  poftefling  it.  For  who  is  fo  mad  to  re¬ 
veal  himfelf  to  the  world  ,  to  receive  nought  but 
envy  for  his  reward  ?  Let  no  man  therefore  doubt 
of  this  fecret  Art’s  truth-  But  fay  you  :  Why 
ftand  you  fo  much  for  the  Art  ?  Did  you  ever 
fee  or  perform  any  thing  in  it  ?  I  reply  ,  though 
I  never  made  projedions  to  perfed  metals,  nor 
faw  tranfmutatioHs  ^  yet  I  am  fure  of  this,  I  have 
often  from  metals  with  metals ,  leaving  no  gold 
and  filver  in  the  cupel ,  extraded  gold  and  filver 
by  the  help  of  fire  :  But  I  will  not  have  you  think  ■ 
that  oneimperfed  metal  will  perfed  another,  or 
turn  it  into  gold  or  filver,  impure  and  drofty  with^ 
out ,  in  comparifon  of  gold  and  filver  ;  for  how 
can  fuch  metals*  perfed  another  imperfed?  Which 
thus  underftand.  For  as  in  the  vegetable  King¬ 
dom,  water  cleanfcth  water,  or  juice  with  feething 
as  is  wont  to  be  done  in  purifying  honey  and  fu- 
gar,  or  any  other  vegetable  juice ,  with  common 


water,  and  white  of  eggs :  fo  a]fo  you  muft  un¬ 
derftand  of  mineral  juices  or  metal ,  of  which  if 
we  know  the  water  and  white,  furely  we  might  re¬ 
fine  the  impurity,  in  which  gold  and  filver  lie  hid,, 
as  in  black  lhales,  and  powerfully  extrad  gold  and 
filver,  which  is  not  a  tranfmutation  of  metals,, 
but  an  edudion  of  gold  and  filver  from  the  dung- 
hil;  Doft  thou  ask  how  Gold  and  Silver  can 
be  educed  from  copper,  iron,  tin,  and  lead,  to 
wit,  by  the  help  of  lotion ,  out  of  which  none  is 
drawn  with  that  beft  proof  (  as  ’tis  thought )  of 
Cupels?  To  which  we  anfwered  before  of  the 
proof  of  Cupels  not  to  be  fufficient  for  all  the  fe- 
veral  metals.  I  need  therefore  fay  no  more ,  but 
I  refer  the  ftudious  Reader  to  faracelfns  his  Book, 
the  Kexatton  of  Chymifls,  where  thou  flialt  find  a= 
nother  lotion  and  purification  of  metals,  which 
heretofore  was  unknown  to  Miners  and  Dealers  in 
Minerals.  .  As  for  example  :  A  Miner  finding  the 
oar  of  copper,  ufeth  his  skill  delivered  by  the  an¬ 
cients  to  his  utmoft  endeavour,  whereby  he  may 
cleanfe  it  and  reduce  it  to  metal :  where  firft  he 
breaks  it  into  pieces,  and  boyls  it,  for  to  take  a- 
way  the  fuperfluous  fulphur  ,  then  by  vertue  of 
melting,  he  brings  it  into  a  ftone  ffo  called )  which 
afterward  again  he  commits  to  fire ,  and  freeth  it 
by  the  addition  of  lead ,  of  its  gold  and  filver ; 
which  done  ,  he  blacks  and  redens  it ,  turning  it 
into  copper,  which  is  his  laft  labour,  whereby  the 
copper  is  made  malleable  and  vendible :  which 
done,  the  Chymift  coming,  tries  another  reparation, 
by  whofe  help  gold  and  filver  is  extrafted,  as  yet 
tryed  of 'very  few,  of  which  mention  is  heremadsN 
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p,iracelfns  alfo  faich  in  the  fame  place,  that  God  hath 
given  fome  an  eafier  way  of  feparating  gold  and 
lilver  from  courfer  metals,  and  indeed  without  re¬ 
fining  the  oar,  which  is  a  fpecial  aud  curious  Art, 
which  he  teacheth  not  in  plain  tearms,  but  only  faith 
it  is  fufficiently  taught  in  feven  rules  of  that  book» 
where  he  treats  of  the  nature  and  propriety  of  me¬ 
tals  ;  in  which  you  may  feek  it.  And  this  purifica= 
tion  of  courfer  metals  I  count  molt  ealle,  which  I 
have  often  tryed  in  fmali  quantities ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  God  hath  fhewn  other  Artifts  alfo  other 
purifications  by  which  imperfed  metals  are  perfed- 
ed  ;  for  example,  if  one  would  purge  the  fruit  of 
the  earth  by  diftillation,  fo  that  the  dregs  and  im-- 
purities  being  taken  away,  it  would  grow  up  with 
a  new  clear  clarified  body  ;  as  if  one  diftil  black 
and  impure  Amber  by  a  retort,  the  feparation  would 
be  made  by  Fire,  of  the  water  favouring  of  an 
Empyreum,  of  the  oyl  and  volatile  fait,  arid  the  Ca¬ 
put  mortuum  be  left  in  the  bottom  of  the  retort ; 
by  which  means,  in  a  very  fliort  time  without  great 
labour,  is  made  a  great  alteration  and  emendation 
of  Amber,  though  the  oyl  be  black,  impure,  and 
ftinking:  but  if  it  be  again  diftilled  by  a  retort 
with  fome  mundifying  water,  as  with  the  fpirit 
of  fait  (namely  through  a  frelh  clean  glafs  retort ) 
there  will  be  made  a  new  feparation  by  that  fpirit 
of  fait,  and  a  far  clearer  oyl  will  be  extraded  \ 
the  dregs  with  the  ftink  left  in  the  bottom  of  the 
retort,  which  afterward  may  be  twice  or  thrice 
redifyed  again  with  frelh  fpirit  of  fait,  until  it  get 
the  clearnefs  of  water,  and  fweetnefs  of  fent  re- 
fembling  Amber  and  musk. 

And  this  tranfmutation  makes  of  a  hard  thing, 
a  foft  \  unlike  the  former  in  lhape,  which  though 
never  fo  foft  and  liquid,  oyly,  may  again  be  coa¬ 
gulated,  fo  that  it  becomes  as  it  was  at  firft,  after  this 
manner  following.  Take  the  faid  oyl  very  well 
clarifyed,  add  to  it  frelh’fpirit  of  fait,  fetitin  dige- 
ftion,  and  the  oyl  will  attrad  from  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
fait  enough  for  its  own  recoagulation,  and  again  it 
acquires  the  hardnefs  of  Amber,  of  an  excellent  clear 
and  admirable  colour  \  of  which  half  an  ounce  is 
worth  more  than  fome  pounds  of  black  Amber ;  of 
which  fcarce  the  eight  or  tenth  part  remains  in  pu¬ 
rifying,  all  the  foul  fuperfluities  call:  away* 

By  this  means  I  think  one  may  cleanfe  and  mend 
black  metals,  if  fo  be  the  manner  of  their  cleanling 
were  known  by  diftillation,  fublimation  and  recoa- 
fulation.  But  thou  fay’ftthat  metals  cannot  like  ve¬ 
getables  be  purified  by  force  of  diftillation,  to  which 
I  prefent  our  firft  furnace  not  given  to  peafants, 
but  Chymifts,  purifying  metals  •,  fo  alfo  the  poflibili- 
ty  of  their  perfedion  is  (hewn  by  help  of  fermen¬ 
tation.  For  as  frelh  leaven  can  ferment  the  vegeta¬ 
bles  juices,  which  are  perfeded  by  fermentation,  the 
dregs  being  call:  away  as  one  may  fee  in  wine,  ale, 
and  other  liquors,  whofe  lafting  and  perfedion  pro= 
ceeds  from  no  other  thing  but  fermentation  purify¬ 
ing  the  vegetable  juices,  without  which  they  could 
not  othcrwife  withftand  the  Elements,  fubjed  to 
corruption  in  a  very  ftiort  time,  which  fermented  laft 
fome  years ;  fo  alfo  if  we  knew  the  proper  ferment 
of  metals,  furely  we  might  refine  and  perfed  them, 
fo  that  they  not  being  any  more  fubjed  to  ruft, 
would  be  able  to  prevail  againft  fire  and  water,  and 
be  nourifhed  and  fed  by  them.  For  fo  the  world 
heretofore  perifhed  with  water,  and  ftiall  at  laft  per- 
ifti  with  fire,  and  our  bodies  rauft  rot  and  be  pu¬ 
rified  by  fire  befoue  we  come  to  the  light  of  God* 


And  thus  far  of  the  fermentation  of  metals,  where¬ 
with  they  are  amended  and  perfeded.  Metals  alfo 
are  purify’d  and  amended  like  milk  fet  on  the  fire ; 
whofe  cream  the  better  part  (the  fubftance  of  butter) 
in  the  top  is  feparation  from  the  whey  and  cheefe,  and 
the  hotter  the  place  is,  the  fooner  the  feparation  is 
made  even,  fo  it  is  with  the  feparation  of  metals ; 
where  metals  put  into  a  Fitted  hot  place  by  them- 
felves  without  any  addition  of  another  thing  (the 
metals  being  before  reduced  to  a  milky  fubftance 
or  curd)  are  feparated  in  time,  by  parting  the  noj 
bier  parts  from  the  ignobler,  opening  a  great  trea- 
furc  \  and  as  in  winter  time  milk  is  hardly  feparated 
with  a  weak  heat ;  juft  fo  metals  if  not  helped  with 
Fire,  as  one  may  fee  in  iron,  which  in  a  long  time 
under  the  earth  is  turned  into  gold  without  Arc. 
For  often  iron  oar  is  found  with  golden  veins  ve¬ 
ry  goodly  to  behold,  fevered  from  the  courfe,  ear* 
thy  and  crude  fulphur,  by  force  of  the  central  heat. 
And  commonly  in  fuch  oar  no  vitriol  is  found,  be. 
ing  feparated  and  bettered  by  its  contrary.  Buc 
a  long  time  is  required  for  that  fubterraneous  fepa¬ 
ration,  which  Arc  very  fpeedily  performs  \  as  is 
wonc  to  be  done  with  milk  in  winter  when  we  pre- 
fencly  make  butter  of  in,  when  we  put  it  to  the  Fira 
CO  part  the  cream  fpeedily  i  which  reparation  is  helped 
by  the  precipitation  made  with  acid  things,  morti¬ 
fying  the  urinous  fait  of  the  milk,  by  which  means 
’  all  principles  are  feparated  by  themfelves,  as  butter, 
cheefe,  whey :  fo  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  feparati¬ 
on  is  made  by  boiling,  which  elfe  without  acid  things 
could  not  be  done  in  fome  weeks.  If  then  it  be 
pollible  in  vegetables  and  animals,  why  not  in  mi* 
nerals  ?  For  what  but  gold  and  lilver  is  found  in  lead, 
iron,  tin  and  copper,  though  it  doth  not  appear  ? 
Why  -is  all  goodnefs  denyed  to  the  courfer  metals 
granted  to  vegetables  and  animals  not  equal  to 
them  for  lafting  ?  Whence  is  the  natural ,  perfefti- 
on  of  lead,  tin,  iron',  and  copper  to  be  proved?  Na¬ 
ture  ever  feeks  the  perfedion  of  her  fruits ;  buc 
courfe  metals  are  imperfed;  Why  then  is  not  na¬ 
ture  helped  with  Art  in  perfeding  them  ?  But  the 
bond  of  metallick  parts  is  worth  obfervation,  which 
being  broken,  the  parts  are  feparated.  Urinous  fait 
(as  I  may  fay)  is  the  bond  of  the  parts  making  milk, 
as  of  butter,  whey,  and  cheefe,  which  is  to  be  mor- 
tifyed  by"  its  contrary  acid  for  feparation.  Buc  in 
iron  the  parts  are  bound  with  a  vitriolate  fait,  as 
with  a  bond,  which  is  to  be  mortified  with  its  con¬ 
trary,  urinous  or  nitrous  fait  for  feparation.  He 
therefore  who  knoweth  to  take  away  the  fuperflu- 
ous  fait  of  iron,  either  by  moift  or  dry  means,  doubt- 
lefs  ftiall  have  iron  not  foon  fubjed  to  ruft. 

Fire  alfo  hath  incredible  force  of  it  felf  in  chang¬ 
ing  metals.  Is  notfteel  madeironby  force  of  Fire, 
and  iron  of  fteel  by  different  proceeding?  Experi¬ 
ence  dayly  teacheth  us  alfo  divers  kinds  of  changes 
and  refinings  by  Fire ;  why  is  it  not  polTible  in  me¬ 
tals  by  an  expert  Chymift  having  skill  in  them  ?  Who 
would  believe  that  a  live  bird  lurks  in  an  egg,  and 
an  hearb  having  leaves,  flowers,  and  odour,  in  the 
feed  ?  Why  may  not  then  abortive  metals,  getting 
not  yet  perfedion,  be  perfeded  by  Art,  with  help 
of  Fire?  Is  not  anunripe  apple  or  pear  ripened  by 
the  heat  of  the  Sun  ?  Which  fome  curious  and  in- 
duftrious  men  obferving,  have  imitated  nature  in 
their  works  •,  and  have  found  fome  metals  not  de- 
ftroyed  with  the  heat  of  Fire,  but  enriched  with  a 
fecret  gainful  heat ;  fo  that  melted  ( digeftion  being 
made)  they  have  yielded  double  weight  of  gold  and 

U  lilver. 
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The  Fourth  Part  of 


filver*  Yea  I  my  felf  have  Teen  the  common  oar 
of  lead  digefted  after  the  aforefaid  manner,  which 
was  not  only  inriched  with  filver  thereby,  but  alfo 
partaked  of  gold  which  it  wanted  before  in  ordinary 
tryal.  Befides  one  might  work  this  in  great  quan* 
tity,  as  with  an  hundred  pounds  j  which  work  of 
minerals  will  without  doubt  bring  great  profit  to 
the  skilful  triers  of  lead :  But  know  this,  that  not  e- 
very  tryal  of  lead  will  be  furnilhed  with  gold,  but 
the  oar  to  be  ever  enriched  with  filver,  experience 

being  witnefs.  ^  .  i* 

Many  fuch  things  are  found  in  Nature  incredi¬ 
ble  to  the  ignorant,  and  thofe  that  are  unexercifed- 
But  if  we  mortals  were  more  diligent  in  reading 
the  book  written  with  the  hand  of  God  in  the  pa¬ 
ges  of  the  four  Elements»  Purely  we  fhould  Find 
more  fecrets  and  wonders  in  them»  but  skill  and 
wealth  is  got  with  fweat  of  face  and  not  by  floth  •, 
therefore  labour  and  pray^  Metals  are  alfo  meliora¬ 
ted  by  the  help  of  gradation  like  to  gerrainati- 


draws  to  it  felf  the  invifible  gold  and  filver  from 
the  Menftrmm  and  mixt  impurity  and  alTociates 
what  is  pureft  to  it  felf,  which  feparation  fwiftly 
fucceeds.  Mereury  performs  the  fame  likewife  in 
the  dry  way  :  namely,  when  fome  earth  having  fome 
gold  and  filver,  is  moiftned  with  acid  water,  and 
they  are  fo  long  bruifed  together,  till  the  Mercu¬ 
ry  draws  the  better  part ;  which  done  you  muft 
wafh  the  dead  earth  left,  with  common  water,  and 
feparate  the  Mercury  being  dryed  from  the  attraifi;: 
ed  gold  and  filver,  by  trajeding  them  through  a  skin, 
but  the  Mercury  draws  but  one  metal  from  the 
earth,  and‘  indeed  the  beft  at  one  time  •,  which  be¬ 
ing  feparated»  it  draws  another  metal ;  for  example, 
if  in  fome  one  earth,  gold,  filver,  copper  and  iron 
ly  hid,  the  firft  time  the  mercury  draws  the  gold, 
the  fecond  the  filver,  but  copper  and  iron  hardly  by 
reafon  of  their  drofs,  but  tin  and  lead  eafily»  but 
eafieft  of  all  gold  by  reafon  of  its  purity  like  to  mer¬ 
cury. 


For  it  is  well  known»  that  the  fhoot  or  grafs  of 
fome  fruitful  garden-tree  implanted  in  b  wood, 
makes  that  tree  afterv/ards  to  bear  not  wild  fruits, 
but  very  good  and  fweet  like  them  of  the  implanted 
Ihoot,  as  one  may  fee  in  iron  dilTolved  in  an  acid  fpi- 
rit,  fermented  with  Venus  and-  turned  into  Copper  : 
by  which  means  doubtlefs  copper  is  turned  into  fil¬ 
ver,  and  filver  into  gold,  if  the  true  manner  of 

fermentation  were  known.  ^ 

Now  this  tranfmutation  is  like  digeftion,  making 
beef  or  horfe  flefti  of  grafs  in  the  ftomach  of  oxe 
and  horfe,  and  mans  flefli  of  beef,  in  the  ftomach  of 

*°^The  better  parts  alfo  are  feparated  from  the 
worfer  by  the  attradlive  ftrength  of  the  like,  as  is 
to  be  feen  in  a  metal  abounding  with  fulphur,  to 
which  if  iron  be  added  in  fufion ,  the  fulphur  de¬ 
fects  its  native  metal,  ( by  which  means  it  is  more 
purifyed  )  and  joins  its  felf  to  the  iron,  with  which 
it  hath  more  affinity  and  familiarity,  than  with  its 
own  metal  ^  for  example,  if  iron  be  added  to  lead 
oar  full  of  fulphur  in  the  melting,  this  melted  me¬ 
tal  is  made  malleable ,  which  elfe  would  be  black 
and  brittle.  And  if  fomething  elfe  to  be  put  to 
the  melted  malleable  metal  were  known  to  us,  to 
take  away  in  the  melting,  the  redundant,  crude, 
combuftible  fulphur,  queftionlefs  it  would  yet  be 
made  purer ;  which  thing  being  unknown,  metals 
remain  in  their  impurity.  And  indeed  God  hath 
done  well  in  this  as  in  all  other  hiS  works,  that  he 
hath  concealed  his  knowledge  from  us :  for  if  it 
were  known  to  the  covetous,  they  woujd  buy  up 
all  lead,  tin,  copper  and  iron,  to  turn  into  gold, 
fo  that  rurall  and  poor  Labourers  could  hardly  buy 
metallick  inftruments  for  their  ufe,  for  the  fcarcity  •, 
but  God  will  not  have  all  metals  turned  into 

Gold.  ...  n 

A  Similitude  of  taking  away  the  fuperfluous  ful- 
phur  of  fome  metals  in  fufion,  being  given  to  keep 
the  purer  parts-,  fo  likewife  is  there  another  man¬ 
ner  of  feparating,  the  purer  parts  from  the  im¬ 
pure  ,  namely  ,  by  the  attractive  power  of  the 
like,  where  the  purer  parts  are  drawn  together  by 
their  like,  the  impurer  and  heterogeneous  part  is 
rejected  :  and  that  may  be  Ihown  as  well  by  the 
jnoift  as  dry  way ;  an  example  of  the  moift  way 
followeth. 

If  quick  Mercury  be  added  to  impure  gold  or  Uh 
ver  difiblved  in  its  proper  the  mercury 


Another  Demonfiration  hy  the  dry  way. 

Pllt  under  a  tile  a  cuple  with  lead,  to  which  add 
a  grain  of  very  pure  gold,  moft  exaCtly  weigh¬ 
ed  (for  memories  fake)  make  the  gold  in  the  cuple 
to  fulraimate,  and  the  lead  will  enter  the  cuple , 
the  gold  being  left  pale  in  the  cuple:  of  which 
pale  colour  there  is  no  other  caufe  than  the  mix¬ 
ture  of  filver,  drawn  from  the  lead  by  the  gold. 
But  thou  wilt  fay,  that  thou  knoweft  this,  that  gold 
fulminated  with  lead,  is  made  paler  and  weightier, 
by  reafon  of  the  filver  in  the  lead ,  left  with  the 
gold  in  the  trial,  augmenting  the  weight,  and  thence 
making  it  pale:  to  which  I  reply,  though  lead  leave 
fome  filver  in  trying  in  the  cuple,  mixt  with  the 
gold  added  to  it,  augmenting  its  weight,  apd  chang¬ 
ing  the  colour  i  yet  it  is  proved  by  the  weight,  that 
lead  leaves  more  being  mixt  with  gold  in  the  cuple, 
than  when  tryed  without  gold.  Hence  it  is  proved, 
that  gold  in  the  fire  draws  its  like  from  other  me¬ 
tals,  augmenting  its  weight ;  and  this  alfo  gold  doth 
in  the  moift  way :  for  if  it  be  diflplved  in  its 
own  menfirHHnij  together  with  copper,  and  put  in  di¬ 
geftion,  and  then  feparated,  it  attracts  gold  from 
the  copper ;  which  labour,  though  not  done  with  pro¬ 
fit,  yet  witneffeth  a  poffibility.  But  if  the  menjhn- 
umoi  gold  augmenting  the  attracting  power  of  gold 
or  multiplying  the  fame  were  known,  but  diminifh- 
ing  the  retentive  power  of  copper,  doubtlefs  fome 
gain  were  to  be  expected  and  indeed  ro<^re,  if  gold 
and  copper,  together  be  melted  in  ffie  with  the  dry 
mineral  menftrHHm  j  by  which  means  the  .weight  of 
gold  would  be  increafed  according  to  PamceljM  fay¬ 
ing  Metals  mixt  together  in  a  ftrong  fire,  continu¬ 
ed  a  pretty  while,  the  imperfeClion  vaniffieth  and 
leaves  perfection  in  its  place. 

Which  furely  well  done,  is  a  work  not  wanting 
gain.  For  I  freely  confefs,  that  I  would  fometiiue 
incorporate  filver  with  iron,  when  as  gold  from 
iron  gave  me  a  good  increafe  of  pure  gold,  inftead 
of  fixt  filver  fought  after.  And  by  this  means  of¬ 
ten  fome  not  thought  on  thing  happens  to  Artifts, 
as  to  my  felf  with  fixt  filver ,  not  rightly  confi- 
dering  the  bufinefs.  Therefore  medling  with  mctals,be 
fure  when  you  find  fome  encreafe,  to  weigh  well 
what  it  was  at  firft.  For  many  think  long  trying 
filver  with  iron,  by  the  Blooo-ftone,  Load-ftone , 
Emraud,  lapis  calaminaris^  Red-talck,  Qranats,  An¬ 
timony  Arfenick,  Sulphur,  Flints,  having  ma¬ 
ture 
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tnre  and  immature,  volatil  and  fixt  gold  in  them,  find¬ 
ing  in  the  trying  good  gold  that  this  gold  is  made 
of  the  filver  by  the  help  and  ufe  of  the  forefaid,  mine¬ 
rals,  which  is  falfe.  For  the  filver  drew  that  gold 
i  out  of  thofe  minerals,  in  which  before  it  lurked 
volatile-  Yet  I  deny  not  the  poffibility  of  chang- 
I  ing  filver,  as  being  inwardly  very  like  gold,  but 
not  by  help  of  cementation  with  the  faid  minerals, 
becaufe  that  gold  proceeds  not  from  the  filver,  but 
thofe  minerals,  attra(fl;ed  by  the  filver.  This  la¬ 
bour  is  compared  to  feed  cafe  into  good  ground  j 
where  dying,  by  its  own  power  it  draws  its  like 
i  to  it  felf,  whence  it  is  multiplyed  an  hundred  fold. 

And  it  behoveth  in  this  work  now  and  then  to 
wet  the  metallick  earth,  with  proper  metallick  wa¬ 
ters,  being  dryed  up  with  heat  (which  operation 
is  called  of  the  Philofophers  inceration)  elfe  the 
earth  will  be  barren,  and  it  behoveth  that  this  wa¬ 
ter  be  neer  in  kind  to  the  earth,  fo  that  when  they 
are  united  they  yield  a  certain  fatnefs-  For  as  it 
appears  from  fandy  dry  earth,  moiftened  with  rain 
water,  not  bringing  forth  fruit  agreeable  to  its  feed, 
for  the  fmall  heat  alfo  of  the  Sun  confuming  the 
I  inoifture,  and  burning  the  feed  in  the  earth,  which 
raixt  with  cows  dung  or  other,  keeps  the  water  fo 
as  that  it  cannot  be  fo  foon  confumed-  By  the 
1  fame  reafon  it  is  neceflary  that  thy  earth  and  wa- 

1  ter  be  mixt ,  left  thy  feed  be  burnt  up.  Which 

i  work  if  well  handled,  it  will  not  be  in  vain,  re- 

I  quiring  the  exceeding  diligence  of  nourifhing  the 

I  earth  with  warmth  and  moifture,  when  the  earth 

i  is  drown’d  with  too  much  moifture,  or  hath  too 

little,  it  cannot  increafe,  and  this  is  one  of  the  bell 
labours,  with  which  1  draw  forth  good  gold  arid 
filver  of  bafer  metals,  requiring  the  bell  veflels, 

I  retaining  the  feed  together  with  its  earth,  and  wa- 

I  ter  in  its  proper  heat.  I  doubt  not  but  this  work 

'  alfo  in  a  greater  quantity,  may  be  performed,  firm¬ 

ly  beleiving'  that  the  courfer  metals,  efpecially  lead, 
i  the  fitteft  of  all  not  only  to  be  {|erfe6ted  into  gold 
and  filver,  but  alfo  into  good  medicioe ;  which  with: 
out  queftiou  is  a  Philofophick  labour  granted  from 
I  Ood,  as  a  great  comfort  to  the  Chymift,  but  wa- 
:  lily  to  be  ufed.  For  that  all  and  fingular  Gods 
gifts  he  will  not  have  common ;  as  indeed  I  have 
found,  when  1  had  invented  a  very  excellent  work, 
that  I  {hewing  it  to  a  friend,  neither  could  I  after¬ 
wards  teach  it  to  him,  nor  do  it  again  for  my  felf. 
Therefore  indeed  jullly  men  are  doubtful  in  writing 
fuch ,  matters :  for  many  feek  with  idlenefs  to  get 
the  inventions  of  others,  performed  with  great  colls 
and  labour.  Therefore  it  is  lafer  to  be  filent  and 
give  leave  to  feek,  than  to  publifh  fecrets,  that  they 
may  undergo  the  pains  and  charges  to  be  born  in 
inventing  high  matters  *,  nor  any  more  hereafter 
may  the  ingrateful  fo  impudently  gape  after  others 
Labours.  Therefore  I  would  entreat  all  men  both 
of  high  and  low  degree,  that  they  would  pot  mo- 
left  and  tire  me  hereafter  with  their  Petitions  and 
Epiftles,  and  that  they  would  not  turn  my  good 
will  of  benefiting  others  to  the  ruin  of  my  felf,  but 
be  contented  with  my  writing?  publilhed  for  the 
profit  of  my  meighbour-  Nor  do  you  think  that 
I  poflefs  and  promife  golden  mountains.  For  what 
}  have  written,  I  have  writ  to  difcpver  nature,  in 
chefe  difeourfes  of  the  perfetfeion  of  courfe  metals 
in  fniall  quantity ;  For  1  never  made  trial  in  a  great 
quantity,  trying  truth  and  poflibility  in  a  lelfer  on¬ 
ly,  in  fmall  crucibles :  therefore  thofe  things  which 
Ib^ve  writ  are  writteu  to  that  end  that  thepolTibi- 
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lity  of  the  Art,  may  appear,  of  perfed  metals  to  be 
wrought  out  of  Imperfed,  therefore  he  who  hath 
occafion  may  make  trial  in  a  greater  quantity :  but 
as  for  my  part  wanting  opportunity  ,  1  exped  Gods 
blefling,  whereby  upon  occafion  I  may  make  tryal 
in  a  greater  quantity,  and  fo  receive  the  fruit  of 
my  labour  and  great  charges. 

Alfo  metallick  bodies  are  tranfmuted  by  another 
means,  namely  by  the  benefit  of  a  tinging  metal¬ 
lick  fpirit ,  as  one  may  fee  in  anrum  fulminans , 
fometimes  kindled  upon  a  Irnooth  clean  metallick 
plate,  fixing  a  very  deep  golden  tindure  upon  the 
plate,  fo  that  it  may  bear  the  Touch-ftone.  The 
fame  alfo  happens  in  the  moill  way,  where  plated 
metals  put  into  a  gradatory  fpirit  made  of  Nitre, 
and  certain  minerals,  being  pierc’t  by  the  fpirit, 
obtain  another  kind  agreeing  to  the  fpirit.  But  if 
one  doubt  of  the  metallick  gradation,  made  witfi 
aurum  fulminans ;  he  may  try  the  certainty  from  the 
often  fireing  of  frefh  aurum  fulminans^  upon  the  fame 
plate  *,  for  he  {hall  fee  that  it  is  not  the  colour  of 
the  metal,  and  outwardly  gilded,  but  deeply  tinged. 
Likewife  one  may  try  the  certainty  by  a  humid  fpi¬ 
rit,  if  the  transformed  metals  are  tryed,  whence  the 
mutual  adion  and  palTion  of  fubtilized  fpirits  plain¬ 
ly  appears,  for  the  power  of  fpirits  is  very  great, 
and  incredible  to  one  not  exercifed-j  and  this  gra¬ 
dation  ofinferiour  metals,  Philofophers  both  ancient 
and  modern,  doe  not  only  confirm,  but  alfo  diggers 
of  minerals  taught  by  experience,  that  mineral  va¬ 
pours  by  penetration  change  courfer  into  purer 
met2ihi  Laz.arus  Ercker  being  witnefs, that  iron  is  chan* 
ged  into  a  good  natural  copper  in  green  fait  waters,  & 
that  he  faw  a  pit,in  which  iron  nailes  and  other  things 
caft  in,  by  the  penetration  of  a  cupreous  fpirit  were 
turned  into  a  good  copper.  I  do  not  deny  that 
metallick  dilTolutions  of  fome  metals  do  flick  pre¬ 
cipitated  to  the  plates  ,  and  to  make  them  of  a 
golden,  filver,  or  cupreous  colour ;  for  it  is  well 
known ,  that  iron  caft  into  a  vitriol  water  not  to 
be  turned  into  copper,  but  to  draw  copper  out  of  the 
water,  of  which  thing  we  treat  not  here,  confirm¬ 
ing  the  poffibility  of  naetallick  tranfmutations  by  a 
tinging  and  piercing  fpirit ;  therefore  I  again  main¬ 
tain  that  great  power  is  in  metallick  fpirits  ^  look 
only  upon  courfe  and  opake  earth,  and  befides  that 
clear  and  limpid  water  with  which  the  clearer  and 
more  powerful  air  proceeding  from  the  water  com- 
eth  from  the  earth.  Are  not  whole  Countries  drown- 
ded  with  water,  fometimes  Towns  and  Cities  taken 
away  ?  Cannot  the  air  deftroy  the  ftrongeft  Houfes  j 
efpecially  fhut  up  in  the  Earth,  {hake  the  Land  for 
fome  miles,  and  afterward  demolifh  whole  Cities 
and  Mountains  with  the  death  of  Men?  all  which 
things  are  done  naturally.  Wind  artificially  raifed 
by  Nitre  threatens  a  far  greater  danger,  which  no 
man  can  deny.  Although  that  corporeal  Elements 
exercife  fo  great  power,  yet  they  cannot  pierce  me¬ 
tals  without  hurt,  nor  ftones  and  glafs,  and  things 
foon  penetrated  by  fire-  Therefore  not  by  an  oc¬ 
cult  but  a  manifell  power  of  Sun  and  Fire,  which 
it  hath  over  metals,  ftones  and  glafs,  which  arc 
eafily  pierc’t  by  them  without  any  impediment : 
and  why  fhould  not  metals  compaft  of  a  certain  me- 
tallick  fubtile  and  piercing  fpirit  be  penetrated  by 
help  of  fire ,  and  changed  into  another  l^cies  ? 
As  is  already  fpoken  of  Jurum  fulminans  and  aquA 
gradatoria.  Therefore  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  pof^ 
Ability  of  the  metallick  tingent  fpirit  changing  cour¬ 
ier  metals  iptp  finer,  both  by  the  dry  and  moift 
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way ;  For  Metals^  may  be  purifi^  the  fame  way 
as  Tartar  and  Vitriol,  and  other  falts,  namely  by 
the  benefit  of  much  water-  For  it  is  raanifeft  that 
vitriol  is  purged  with  iron  and  copper  mixt  with 
it^  namely  dilFoIved  and  coagulated  in  much  water, 
fo  that  it  waxes  as  white  as  allom  ;  which  purificati¬ 
on  is  but  a  reparation  of  the  metal  from  the  fait, 
made  by  the  benefit  of  much  water  debilitating  the 
fait,  fo  that  it  cannot  longer  retain  the  mixt  metal  5 
which  is  precipitated  like  fome  flime,  not  unprofi¬ 
table,  becaufe  the  chiefeft  part  of  the  vitriol,  from 
which  is  the  greennefs,  vtz.  Copper,  Iron,  and 
Sulphur-  And  as  by  help  of  reparation  metals  are 
drawn  from  vitriol,  more  perfect  than  falts ;  fo 
alfo  it  is  with  metals  when  the  perfeder  and  better 
part  is  feparated  by  help  of  precipitation :  as  for 
Tartar,  it  is  piirified  by  the  addition  of  water,  but 
its  better  part  is  not  precipitated  as  in  vitriol,  but 
the  courfer  part  which  is  its  blacknefs  and  fxculency- 
As  for  example;  Common  Tartar  by  the  often  fo- 
lution  (made  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water  j 
and  coagulation  is  made  very  pure  and  white,  be¬ 
caufe  in  every  folution  made  with  frefli  clear  wa¬ 
ter,  it  always  becomes  purer ;  and  not  only  by  this 
means  white  Tartar,  but  alfo  red  and  feculent,  is 
reduced  into  tranfparent  cryftals,  and  indeed  very 
fpeedily  by  vertue  of  a  certain  precipitation ;  whofe 
limofity  is  the  caufe  of  the  obfcurity  of  the  cry- 
ilalline  fait  of  tartar,  and  is  nothing  elfe  but  an 
iinfavory  thing,  dead  and  ufelefs,  mixt  with  the 
tartar  in  its  coagulation  in  Hogs-heads  of  Wine, 
and  feparated  again  by  power  of  folution. 

And  thefe  examples  of  the  two  falts  of  Vitriol 
and  Tartar,  are  not  in  vain  fet  down,  becaufe  they 
fhew  the  difference  in  precipitation :  For  in  fome  Me¬ 
tals,  by  force  of  precipitation,  the  courfer  part  is  fe¬ 
parated  ;  but  in  other,  the  better  and  choicer,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prevalency  of  this  or  that  part. 

In  Vitriol;  the  better  part  (Copper  and  Iron)  is  the 
leaft,  which  is  precipitated  and  feparated  from  the 
-courfer  and  greater  part,  'viz..  Salt ;  But,  in  Tartar, 
,  the  courferand  lefs  part  is  precipitated  and  feparated 
from  the  greater  and  better  part  clarify’d  :  The  like 
is  in  Metals^  Therefore,  let  every  one  be  wary  in  fe- 
parating ;  and  confider  before,  whether  the  better 
or  courfer  part  of  the  Metal  is  to  be  precipitated ; 
without  which  Knowledge,  no  Man  can  meddle  with 
this  Bufinefs.  Let  alfo  the  Workman  be  ware,  who 
expeds  any  profit  from  his  labour,  of  Corrofive  Wa¬ 
ters*,  as  fortis,  j4qiia  Regia^  Spirit  of  Salt,  Vi¬ 
triol,  Allom,  Vinegar,  in  the  Solution  from  which 
T.o  Good  proceeds,  as  utterly  deftroying  and  corrupt¬ 
ing  all  and  each  of  them  ;  proving  the  fame  in  thefe 
words,  From  Metals^  by  Metals,  and  with  Metals^  Me¬ 
tals  are  made  perfect.  Metals  are  alfo  purified,  raatu- 
t^ated  and  feparated  from  their  Vices,  by  Nitre  burn¬ 
ing  up  the  fuperfluous  Sulphur-' 

And  all  the  aforefaid  perfedions  of  metals  are  but 
particular.  For  every  particular  medicine,  as  well 
humane,  as  metallick,  purgeth,  feparateth  and  per- 
fedeth  or  amendeth  by  the  taking  away  the  fu- 
perfiuity-  For  a  univerftl  medicine  worketh  its  per- 
fedions  and  emendations,  by  ftrengthening  and  mul¬ 
tiplying  the  radical  moifture  as  well  of  animals  as 
metals,  expelling  its  enemy  by  its  own  natural  ver¬ 
tue.  But  thou  fayft  excellent  examples  indeed  are 
delivered  by  me,  but  not  the  manner  of  doing  them. 
R.  1  have  delivered  more  then  you  think,  although 
you  don’t  perceive  it :  for  I  am  fure  after  my  death 
that  my  books  will  be  in  greater  efteem?  from  which 


it  will  appear  that  I  have  not  fought  vain  glory,  but 
the  profit  of  my  neighbour  to  the  utmofl  of  my 
power.  But  do  not,  feeing  my  freenefs  of  writing, 
think  that  you  may  wreft  many  things  from  me.  For 
afliire  your  felf,  that  although  I  have  written  many 
things  for  the  publick  good,  yet  I  intend  not  by 
this  means  to  trouble  my  felf.  For  I  cannot  fatis- 
fy  the  defires  of  all  men,  nor  anfwer  their  Epiftles, 
nor  inrich  all  men,  w'ho  neither  am  rich  my  felf,  nor 
have  fought  riches.  For  although  I  have  gotten 
the  knowledge  of  thefe  things  by  Gods  blefiing, 
and  have  tryed  the  truth  of  it  in  fmall  quantity, 
yet  have  I  never  made  experience  in  great  ftore 
for  wealth  fake,  being  contented  with  Gods  blef- 
fing. 

And  let  this  fuffice  concerning  the  fevei-al  purifi¬ 
cations  of  metals  according  to  my  experience;  as  for 
that  univerfal  medicine  fo  famous,  I  cannot  judge  of 
it,  being  a  thing  unknown  to  me  j  but  the  poffibili- 
ty  thereof  I  am  forc’t  to  affirm,  t^ing  moved  with 
the  feveral  tranfmutations  of  metals  ;  which  being 
unknown,  it  behoves  us  to  be  contented  with  that  fa* 
vour  which  God  hath  bellowed  on  us.  For  often¬ 
times  queftionlefs  it  is  better  to  know  little,  for  Eter¬ 
nal  Salvations  fake  ;  for  moll  commonly  wealth  and 
learning  puff  up-  And  pride  brings  to  the  Devil  the 
Author  of  it,  from  whence  God  of  his  mercy  pre- 
ferve  us. 

Of  the  Philofophers  Stone. 

I  Have  undergon  much  charge  and  labour  for  ma¬ 
ny  years,  to  extrad  the  tindure  or  anima  of  gold, 
for  a  medicine  to  be  made  therewith,  which  at 
length  I  have  obtained,  where  I  have  obferved  the 
remainder  of  the  gold,  the  foul  or  better  part  be¬ 
ing  extraded  to  be  no  more  gold,  nor  longer  to 
endure  fire.  Whence  I  conjedured,  that  fuch  an 
extradion  being  fixt  again,  can  perfed  courfer  me¬ 
tals  and  turn  them  to  gold :  But  I  could  not  hither¬ 
to  try  the  truth  of  my  conceived  opinion  living  at 
this  time  in  a  forraign  place ;  therefore  againll  my 
will,  although  greedy  of  novelty,  I  have  been  fore’e 
to  abllain  from  the  work.  In  the  mean  time  con- 
fidering  the  opinions  of  the  Philofophers  concerning 
their'  gold,  not  the  vulgar,  aflerting  the  univerfal 
medicine  to  be  prepared  therewith. '  I  have  again 
affufed  a  certain  Philofophical  Vinegar  to  Copper 
for  to  extrad  the  tindure,  where  almoll  all  the 
Copper  like  whitilh  earth  is  feparated  from  the  tin¬ 
dure  in  digellion,  which  earth  by  no  Art  I  could 
again  reduce  into  a  metallick  body. 

Which  experiment  again  confirmed  me  of  a  pof- 
fibility  of  this  Medicine.  Which  labour  though  I 
never  fallowed,  yet  I  doubt  not  but  an  humane  me¬ 
dicine,  though  not  alfo  a  metallick  is  attainable 
thence  by  a  diligent  workman.  The  foul  therefore 
with  all  the  metallick  attributes,  confiding  in  fo 
fmall  a  quantity,  which  is  fcarce  the  hundredth  pare 
of  the  weight,  which  being  extraded  and  fepara¬ 
ted,  the  remaining  body  is  no  more  a  metal,  but  a 
ufelefs  and  dead  earth;  but  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
but  being  fixt  again,  it  may  reaflume  and  perfed 
another  metallick  body.  Therefore  I  am  confident¬ 
ly  perfwaded  by  the  aforefaid  Reafons,  that  fuch 
a  medicine  is  to  be  made  of  mineral  and  metallick 
things,  'Viz.,  in  the  flowing,  changing  bafer  metals 
into  better-  But  do  not  think  that  I  writing  thefe 
things  make  gold  or  copper  the  matter  of  this  me¬ 
dicine,  which  I  do  not  hold ,  well  knowing  that 
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there  are  other  fubjeds  eafily  to  be  handled,  a- 
bounding  with  tindures. 

So  thou  haft  heard  now  my  opinion  of  the  llni^ 
verfal  Medicine,  which  my  experience  in  Gold, 
Copper,  and  other  Minerals  and  Metals  hath  cau- 
-  fed  :  which  1  will  not  preach  for  Gofpelj  becaufe  it 

is  human  to  erre.  _  .  ,  j  ,  r 

Therefore  no  certainty  is  to  be  had ,  beiore  its 

final  and  compleat  perfedion,  and  indeed  once  or 
twice  tryed  for  certainties  fake-  For  an  excellent 
way  once  found  out ,  cannot  alwaies  be  often  re¬ 
peated,  which  happens  doubtlefs  as  well  to  others 
as  to  me.  Therefore  we  muft  not  triumph  before 
the  Vidory ;  for  unthought  on  impediments  may 
fruftrate  Hope  ;  but  God  is  rather  to  be  implored 
i  in  our  labours ,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  blefs 

!  our  endeavours ,  that  we  may  ufe  well  his  gifts  in 

'  this  life  as  good  ftewards ,  and  afterward  beftow 
the  free  reward  of  our  labours ,  watchings ,  and 
cares  on  us  linners,  namely ,  everlafting  Reft  and 
Salvation  out  of  his  meer  Mercy. 

Whether  Minerals^  as  Antimony Arfenic,  Or^in^  Co¬ 
holt,  Zinck^,  Sulphur,  -fitc-  may  be  t/anfumuted  in- 
1  to  metals,  and  into  what  ? 

IT  is  long  fince  debated  among  Chymifts ,  whe¬ 
ther  the  aforefaid  Minerals  proceed  from  the 
i  fame  principles  with  Metals ,  and  whether  to  be 
counted  Metals ;  in  which  Controverfy  they  have 
j  not  agreed  to  this  day,  when  as  one  approves  that 

i  which  another  denies  fo  that  a  ftudent  of  Chymb 

ftry  knows  not  to  what  fide  he  had  belt  aflent. 

But  this  knowledge  not  a  little  helping,  con¬ 
cerning  the  purifying  of  metals  >  I  would  put  tny 
opinion  alfo  grounded  upon  experience ,  for  the 
i  fatisfying  the  doubtful ,  the  fimplicity  of  them  is 
:  ftrange  who  hold  not  one  and  the  fame  beginning 
I  to  be  of  minerals  and  metals,  faying,  if  metals 
might  be  made  by  nature  ,  of  minerals  furely  it 
had  long  fince  been  done  •,  but  it  never  was ,  ex¬ 
perience  witnelTing  ;  for  remaining  minerals  ^  they 
are  never  tranfplanted  into  metals-  I  Anfwer, 
i  metals  grow  one  way,  alfo  vegetables  another, 
foon  budding,  and  again  foon  dying  j  but  it  is  not 
j  fo  with  metals*,  for  all  lafting  things  have  long 
time  of  digeftion,  according  to  the  faying,  That 
'  which  IS  foon' made,  doth  foon  fade-.,  this  is  to  be  un- 
-  derftood  not  only  of  vegetables  and  minerals,  but 
alfo  of  animals ,  as  appears  from  the  budding  of 
feme  vegetables,  coming  in  fix  Months  fpace  to 
their  perfedion,  and  then  again  perilhing  :  when  as 
things  requiring  longer  time  of  digeftion  and  perfec¬ 
tion  are  much  more  lafting.  A  Muftiroom  in  the  fpace 
I  of  one  or  two  nights  grows  out  of  rotten  wood, 
again  foon  vanilhing :  not  fo  the  Oke-  Oxen,  and 
Horfes  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  year  come  to 
perfedion,  fcarce  living  the  twentyeth,  or  twenty: 
fourth  year  :  but  a  Man  requiring  twenty  four  years 
to  his  perfedion,  lives  fixty,  eighty,  or  an  hun¬ 
dred  years.  So  alfo  we  muft  conceive  of  lafting 
metals  requiring  many  ages,  and  alfo  very  long 
time  of  digeftion  and  perfedion  -,  metals  therefore 
requiring  a  very  long  time  of  digeftion  to  their 
perfedion ,  it  is  granted  to  no  man  ever  to  fee 
the  beginning ,  and  end  of  them ;  the  tranfplan- 
tation  of  minerals  into  metals  by  nature  cannot 
;  be  denyed  •,  efpecially,  becaufe  that  in  the  oars  of 
metals,  efpecially  of  courfe  ones,  minerals  are  al¬ 
fo  found  9  wherefore  diggers  of  minerals ,  when 


they  find  them,  conceive  good  hopes  of  finding  me¬ 
tals,  of  which  they  are  termed  the  Coverlids,  for 
feldom  metals  are  found  without  minerals,  or  mi¬ 
nerals  without  metals ;  nor  alfo  are  ever  minerals 
found  wanting  gold  or  filver ;  therefore  minerals 
are  properly  termed  the  Embryo  of  Mitals be¬ 
caufe  by  art  and  fire  a  good  part  of  gold  and  lil- 
ver  is  drawn  out  of  them  by  fufion  *,  which  if  they 
do  not  proceed  from  the  metallick  roots,  whence 
proceeds  that  gold  and  filver  ?  For  an  Ox  is  not 
born  of  an  Infant,  nor  a  man  of  a  Calf-,  for  al- 
waies  like  is  produced  of  its  like- 
Therefore  minerals  are  counted  biit  unripe  fruits 
in  refped  of  metals,  not  yet  obtaining  their  ripe- 
nefs  and  perfection  ,  nor  feparated  from  the  fu- 
perfluous  earth ;  for  how  ftiould  a  bird  be  hatcht 
of  an  egg  by  an  heat,  not  predeftinecl  for  the  ge¬ 
neration  of  a  bird  ?  For  fo  we  muft  underftand 
of  minerals ,  which  if  they  be  deprived  of  their 
metallick  nature,  how  fhould  by  fire  metals  be  pro.- 
duced  from  thence  ?  But  thou  faift  that  thoU  n'e-^ 
ver  faweft  the  produ(flion  of  perfedt  metals  out  df 
courfer;  therefore  that  it  is  neither  likely,  nor 
credible  to  thee,  to  whom  many  things  as  yet  lye 
hid^  as  from  moft  men,  perverflv  and  foolilhly  de¬ 
nying  things  unknown  •,  for  daily  experience  wit- 
nefleth,  that  the  viler  minerals  and  metals  by  ta¬ 
king  .away  the  fnperfluous  fulphur  (  however  it  be 
done)  obtain  a  greater  degree  of  perfedion,  there» 
fore  (hould  not  thy  heart  believe,  and  thy  'tongue 
fpeak  what  tnou  feeft  with  thine  eyes?  For  ex¬ 
perience  ftiews  that  good  gold  and  filver  might  be 
drawn  out  by  art  almoft  out  of  all  comfe  minerals 
and  metals,  yet  more  out  of  forae  than  of  others,  and 
fpeedier  ;  for  there  is  not  that  dark  night,  that 
is  altogether  depriv’d  of  light,  which  may  not  be 
manifefted  by  a  hollow  glafs ;  nor  is  there  an 
element  ( though  never  fo  pure  )  not  mixt  with  o- 
ther  elements,  nor. any  malignity  depriv’d  of  all 
good,  or  on  the  contrary.  And  as  it  is  poftible  to 
gather  the  hidden  beams  of  the  Sun  in  the  aire,  fo 
alfo  hidden  perfeCt  metals  difperfed  in  imperfeCt 
metals ,  and  minerals  by  fire,  and  an  expert  Ar- 
tift :  if  once  they  are  placed  in  fire  with  their 
proper  folvents,  where  the  homogeneous  parts  are 
gathered,  and  the  heterogeneous  feparated  i  fo  that 
there  is  no  need  to  go  into  the  Indies  to  feek 
gold  and  filver  in  thofe  new  Iflands,  which  is  pofi 
fible  to  find  plentifully  here  in  Germany ,  if  fo  be 
the  merciful  God  would  pleafe  to  turn  away  thofe 
prefent  cruel  Plagues,  and  bring  them  out  of  old 
metals,  viz..  Lead,  Iron,  Tin,  and  Copper,  there 
left  by  the  Dealers  in  minerals  •,  indeed  without 
the  culture  of  minerals.  Let  no  man  therefore 
judge  himfelf  to  be  poor,  becaufe  he  is  only  poor 
and  in  want  (  although  otherwile  very  rich  and  a» 
bounding  in  wealth,  which  yet  in  a  moment  he  is 
forc’t  to  forfake )  that  being  ungrateful ,  neither 
knoweth  nor  acknowledgeth  God  in  his  Works. 

What  I  pray  is  in  lefs  efteem  in  the  world,  than 
old  Iron  and  Lead  ,  which  are  acceptable  to  the 
wile  to  ufe  in  the  Lotion  of  Copper  and  Tin  with 
the  minernl  White  ?  But  ,how  they  ^  are  to  be 
wafhed ,  is  a  difiiculty  to  the  unexercifed  in  the 
fire,  and  fliall  be  delivered  by  fimilitudes :  You 
fee  Antimony  freili  digged  out  of  the  earth,  very 
black  and  impure ;  which  by  fufion  feparated  from 
its  fuperfluity  (  which ,  though  nature  gave  to  it 
not  in  vain,  bpc  as  an  help  to  its  purification,  ac¬ 
cording  to  that :  GOD  and  Nature  do  nothng  in 
°  X  vain) 


yS 


The  Fourth  Part  of 


Part  1 


vain)  is  made  more  pure,  and  endowed  wit  ^ 
dy  nearer  to  metals  than  its  mineral?  which  i  a 
terwards  melted  with  fait  of  Tartar,  the  crude  and 
combuftibie  fulphur  is  mortified  thereby ,  ana  is 
turned  intodrofs,  and  feparated  from  the  pure  mer¬ 
curial  part,  fothat  hereby  is  made  anew  and treih 
feparation  of  the  parts,  of  which  one  portion  bemg 
white  and  brittle,  finks  to  the  bottom,  the  other 
lighter,  to  wit,  the  combuftibie  fulphur  is  on  the 
top  with  the  fait  of  Tartar-,  which  poured  out  in¬ 
to  a  Cone,  when  they  are  cold,  may  be  feparated 
with  the  hammer  ^  the  inferior  part  of  which  is  cal¬ 
led  by  the  Chymifts  Regdus^  which  is  purer  than 
Antimony  caft  the  firft  time  out  of  its  mineral ; 
and  this  is  the  ufual  purging  of  Antimony  ufed  by 
Chymifts ;  to  which  ( Regdns)  if  afterward  any 
thing  fhould  be  added,  for  a  third  purification,  with-, 
out  doubt  it  would  not  only  be  made  purer  but 
more  fixt  and  malleable-  For  if  white  Regdas  be 
preparable  out  of  black  Antimony,  why  notas  well 
malleable  metal  out  of  the  Regulns. 

Another  way  of  fparatittg  the  [nperfluoMS  Anti- 
mom  at  Sdphur-i 

l^^^^Ntimony  powdred  one  part,  Salt-peter  half 


as  much,  mingle  them,  and  kindle  the 
mixture  with  a  live  coal,  and  let  that  Antimonim 
fulphur,  with  the  nitre  be  burnt  up,  the  darkilh 
mafs  being  left,  to  wit,  of  h  brown  colour ',  which 
melted  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  in  a  ftrong  fire  yeilds 
an  Antimony  like  to  that  which  is  made  with  fait  or 
Tartar,  but  fomewhat  lefs  in  quantity :  in  like  man¬ 
ner  the  parts  of  Antimony  are  feparated,^  'vtz,  it 
Antimony,  Nitre,  and  crude  Tartar  be  mingled  in 
an  equal  weight,  and  being  mixt  are  kindled  an^d 
melted.  There  is  alfo  another  feparation  ot  the 
Antimonial  parts  when  of  fmall  bits  of  Iron  one 
part  is  put  into  a  ftrong  crucible ,  in  a  wind  Fur¬ 
nace,  to  which  being  red  hot,  caft  two  parts  ot 
ground  Antimony,  for  fufion,  and  the  fupernuous 
combuftibie  fulphur  will  forfake  the  Antimony, 
and  joyn  to  the  Iron,  a  metal  more  amicable  to  it  j 
mixt  with  which,  it  forfaketh  its  own  proper  purc 
Mercury,  and  fulphur  or  Regdus^  which  is  almolt 

the  half  part  of  the  Antimony.^ 

And  thefe  four  ways,  by'  which  the  fupernuous 
combuftibie  fulphur  of  Antimony  is  feparated  are 
moft  common,  not  fet  down  as  fecrets,  but  for  de- 
monftration  fake,  that  it  may  appear  how  fulphureous 
minerals  are,  to  be  perfefted  and  purified,  which  are 
little  amended  ;  yet  Ihewing  a  better  way  not  only  tor 
Antimony,  but  alfo  for  Arfenick  and  Orpin,' although 
thefe  two  cannot  be  fo  done  vyith  Iron,  Nitre  and 
Tartar,  by  reafon  of  their  volatility  but  with  Oyl,or 
other  fat  things  in  clofe  crucibles,  giving  a  Regdas 
like  to  the  Antimonial  and  thefe  Regdi  make  Tin 
hard,  to  found  and  be  compaft  i  if  to  one  pound 
one  ounce  be  added  in  fufion,  for  making 
houlhold  fluff.  And  in  tryal  they  give  good  Gold- 
And  as  it  is  faid  of  purging  Antimony,  fo  alfo 
it  is  to  be  underflood  of  the  refl,  as  Wifmnth^  Ztnckj 
Lapis  calaminaris^  Lead,  Tin,  Iron  and  Copper,  to 
be  purged  from  their  fuperfluous  fulphur,  if  thou 
wilt  draw  more  perfed  metals,  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  out  of  them  with  g^in.  And  fo  I  make  an  enc 
of  metallick  lotions  j  recommending  to  Chymifts , 
Nitre,  Tartar,  Flints  and  Lead ;  for  who  knoweth 
to  ufe  them,  fhall  not  lofe  his  labour  in  Chymi- 
ftry-,  but  ’tis  to  be  lamented,  that  every  where 


good  earth  and  fixt  in  the  fire,  is  not  to  be  got¬ 
ten,  retaining  Lead  aud  Salts  for  without  our  old 
Saturn  little  or  nothing  can  be  done  in  refining  metals  -, 
therefore  who  goes  to  try  any  thing  in  this  Art,  let  him 
feek  the  beft  earth  retaining  Lead  twentyfqur  hours 
fpace  j  afterward  let  him  confult  with  Tin,  what 
Kiilcan  has  to  be  done  with  Iron  ;  who  will  tell  him 
what  he  muft  fufter,  before  he  obtain  the  Crown. 

Of  the  tinUiire  of  Sol  and  Antimony. 

Sometimes  an  alteration  happens  to  mans  body, 
from  the  the  attradion  ofrfiineral  vapors  (which 
cannot  be  done  by  my  Furnace  j  in  the  tryaT,^  there¬ 
fore  here  I  will  fet  down  a  certain  medicine  for 
the  Workmans  fake,  as  well  for  preferving  as  cu¬ 
ring,  namely,  a  clear  rubin  fixt,  andfoluble  of  Gold 
and  Antimony,  l  ake  of  pure  Gold  half  an  ounce, 
diftblve  it  in  Aqua  Regia ;  precipitate  the  folution 
with  liquor  of  Flints ,  as  before  is  faid  in  the  Se¬ 
cond  part  ’,  edulcorate  and  dry  the  calx ,  and  it 
will  be  prepared  take  Regdas  Martis  { of  which 
is  fpoken  a  little  before)  beaten  fine,  to  which  mix 
three  parts  of*the  pureft  Nitre ;  place  the  mixture 
in  the  crucible  between  burning  coals ,  putting  to 
fire  by  degrees :  which  done  make  a  ftronger, 
for  fufion  ;  for  then  the  Mafs  will  be  made  purple  \ 
which  taken  forth  and  cooled  grind  very  imall.of  which 
take  three  or  four  parts  and  mix  vyith  one  part  of  the  a- 
forefaid  golden  calx  v  place  it  mixed  in  a  ftrong  cruci¬ 
ble  covered  over  in  the  aforefaid  winde  Furnace,  and 
make  the  mafs  to  flow  together  like  metal,  and  it 
will  affume  the  Antimonial  Nitre  in  the  fufion,  and 
will  diflolve  the  Gold  or  the  calx  of  Gold,  and  a 
mats  of  an  Amethy  ft  colour  will  be  made  therewith, 
which  fo  long  leave  in  the  fire,  till  it  get  the  clear- 
nefs  of  a  Ruby,  which  one  may  try  with  a  clean 
wire  or  iron  bowed  and  put  therein,  although  in 
the  mean  time  the  mafs  deprived  of  fulibility,  is 
thickened^  it  is  meet  to  add  fome  Nitre  or  Tar¬ 
tar,  for  fpeeding  fufion,  and  that  as  often  as  fhall 
oe  needful.  Laftly,  pour  the  mafs,  when  it  fhall 
come  to  the  utmoft  rednefs  of  a  Ruby,  hot  into  a 
clean  copper  morter,  which  there  leave  until  ic 
cool,  and  it  will  be  in  colour  very  like  to  an  O- 
riential  Ruby  \  then  bruife  it  hot  into  powder,  for 
taking  air  it  would  melt,  and  extract  the  tindture 
by  the  affufion  of  the  fpirit  of  Wine  id  a  Vial,  and 
the  Gold  together  with  the  Antimony  will  remain 
very  white  like  the  fineft  Talc,  to  be  wafhed  with 
clear  water,  in  a  glafs,  edulcorated  and  dryed ; 
which  melted  with  a  ftronger  fire,  gives  a  Yellow 
glafs,  in  which  no  Gold  appears,  yet  feparable  by 
way  of  precipitation  with  the  filings  of  Iron  and 
Copper,  from  which  it  recovers  its  ancient  colour, 
but  without  profit,  by  reafon  of  the  waft,  the  tin¬ 
ged  fpirit  is  to  be  taken  away  from  the  tindture , 
which  is  a  very  foveraign  medicine  in  may  grie¬ 
vous  difeafes. 

Although  thou  mayeft  fufpedt  this  not  to  be  the 
fimple  tindture  of  So/,  but  of  Nitre  and  Tartar  mixt, 
be  fure  that  the  quantity  of  Nitre  added  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  ;  and  fuppofe  that  tindture  of  Tartar  and  Nitre, 
I  pray  what  wafte  is  there  ?  fince  that  is  fo  good  a  me¬ 
dicine  by  itfelf,  &  I  am  perfwaded,  this  tindture  of/o/ to 
be  better  than  thofe  fet  down  in  the  Second  part.  That 
Ruby  may  be  fo  ufed  by  it  felf  with  proper  vehi¬ 
cles,  feeing  it  is  a  foveraign  medicine  of  it  felfy 
or  elfe  expofed  to  the  air  and  refolved  to  a  liquor ; 
for  the  medicine  is  no  lefs  than  a  tindture,  becaufe 
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the  Gold  in  iti  and  the  purer  part  of  Antimony 
are  made  potable  without  corrofives.  Wonderful  is 
the  power  of  falts  in  metals  to  be  deftroyed,  perfedt- 
ed  and  changed  by  fufion ;  for  it  happened  to  me  one 
time  making  this  Ruby,  placeing  two  other  crucibles 
alfo  with  metalsj  by  this  containing  gold  with  the 
prepared  Regulus  of  Antimony  (  for  eafily  two  or 
three,  or  more  crucibles  may  be  placed  in  this  fur¬ 
nace,  to  be  ruled  with  one  fire?  which  cannot  be 
done  in  a  common  furnace  by  that  means)  about 
to  put  in  a  certain  fait  into  the  crucible  next  to 
the  crucible  of  gold,  that  by  a  miftake  I  call  it  in¬ 
to  the  crucible  with  gold  only,  whence  fo  great 
a  conflia  arofe,  that  there  was  danger  of  boyling 
over ;  therefore  forced  to  remove  it  out  of  the  furnace 
prefently  with  tongs,  and  to  effufe  it,  fuppofing  that 
the  Ruby  was  loft  by  my  rafh  putting  in  of  fait ; 
therefore  I  would  only  fave  the  gold.  And  I  found 
theeffufed  mafs  red  like  blood,  purer  .than  a  Ruby, 
but  no  Gold;  but  white  grains  like  Lead  difperfed 
here  and  there  in  the  falts,  by  reafon  of  their  fmal- 
nefs,  not  feparable  but  by  the  folution  of  the  falts, 
which  being  feparated  by  the  folution  of  water  from 
the  red  tindure  like  blood,  remained  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  glafs,  which  afterward  for  fufions  fake 
I  placed  in  a  new  crucible  in  that  furnace,  but  wil¬ 
ling  to  try  the  fufion,  I  found  the  crucible  emp¬ 
ty,  and  all  the  Gold  vanifhed,  a  little  excepted  flick¬ 
ing  on  the  top  to  the  crucible  and  the  cover,  which 
I  took  away  and  melted  for  experience  fake  in  a 
new  clofe  crucible,  but  all  of  it  prefently  feeling 
heat  flew  away  like  Arfnick,  no  lign  being  left  in 
the  crucible  ;  and  fo  I  was  deprived  of  my  Gold. 

At  length  I  took  the  red  folution,  and  abflraded 
the  water  from  tbe  falts,  and  I  found  the  fait  red 
like  blood,  which  I  put  in  a  clean  crucible  in  the 
furnace  for  to  try  whether  any  metallick  body  might 
thence  be  extradled  ;  but  I  found  the  effufed  fait  de¬ 
prived  of  all  tindure  and  rednefs,  which  feems  flrange 
to  me  even  to  this  day ,  that  by  help  of  this  fait 
the  whole  fubflance  of  gold,  viz.  the  tindure  to-* 
gether  with  the  remainder  flew  away,  having  fo 
great  volatility. 

Which  labour  afterward  I  would  reiterate,  but 
it  happened  not  fo  at  all  as  at  the  firfl  time ;  there 
was  indeed  fome  alteration  of  the  gold  made,  but 
its  volatilization  was  not  fo  great,  the  caufe  of 
which  thing,  I  think  was  the  ignorance  of  the  weight 
of  the  aforefaid  fait,  call  in  at  the  firfl:  time  a- 
gainfl:  my  will. 

And  two  reafons  chiefly  moved  me  to  infert  thishi- 
ftory ,  Firfl:5that  it  may  appear  how  foon  one  may  mi- 
flake  in  a  fmall  thing  fruftrating  the  whole  pro- 
cefs.  Secondly,  That  the  truth  of  the  Philofophers 
may  appear  writing  that  gold  by  art  is  reducible 
into  a  lower  degree,  equal  to  lead  (which  happen¬ 
ed  to  me  in  this  work)  and  that  it  is  harder  to  de- 
flroy  gold  and  make  it  like  to  an  Impet  fed;  metal, 
than  to  tranfmute  an  imperfed  metal  into  gold  there¬ 
fore  I  am  glad  in  my  heart  that  I  faw  fuch  an  ex¬ 
periment;  of  which  thing  our  phantaftick  Philofo¬ 
phers  will  hear  nothing,  writing  whole  volumes  a- 
gainftthe  truth,  ftifly  affirming,  gold  to  hg  incorrup¬ 
tible,  which  is  an  arrant  lye  *,  for  I  can  fhew  the 
contrary  (if  need  be)  many  ways.  I  wonder  in¬ 
deed  what  moves  fuch  men  to  flight  a  thing  un¬ 
known,  I  do  not  ufe  to  judg  things  unknown  to  me. 

How  dare  they  deny  the  tranfmutation  of  metals, 
knowing  not  how  to  ufe  coals  and  tongs  ?  truly  1 
confefs  thofe  rude  and  circumforaneous  Mounte¬ 


banks,  not  a  little  to  defile  and  difgrace  true  Chy- 
miflry,  every  where  cheating  men  by  their  fraud , 
being  needy  and  opprefl:  with  penury ;  unlefs  per- 
adventure  they  find  fome  credulous  rich  man  giv¬ 
ing  them  food  and  raiment  for  the  conceived  hope 
of  Gain  and  Skill,  of  which  alfo  fome  being  fur- 
niffit  with  gold,  go  clad  like  painted  Parrots,  whom 
I  judg  to  be  hated  worfe  than  a  Dog  or  a  Snake  ^ 
but  innocent  Chymiftry  is  not  therefore  to  be  de- 
fpifed-  Some  covetous^  men  befotted  with  folly  and 
madnefs,  laying  out  their  moneys  with  an  uncer¬ 
tain  hope  of  gain,  who  afterward  the  thing  ill  fuc- 
ceeding,  are  forced  to  live  in  poverty,  whofe  cafe 
is  not  to  be  pity  ed,  deftroying  their  money  out  of 
covetoufnefs.  Some  feek  wealth  not  out  of  Cpve- 
toufnefs,  but  rather  that  they  may  have  wherewith 
to  live,  and  may  fearch  nature,  which  are  to  be 
'excufed  if  they  are  deceived  by  knaves,  yet  not  to 
be  praifed  if  they  fpend  above  their  ability. 

j4rjother  tinUure  and  medicine  of  Gold. 

DIflblve  gold  in  adqua  Regia,,  being  difldlved,  pre¬ 
cipitate  it  with  liquor  of  the  fait  of  flints, 
pour  fome  more  of  the  aforefaid  liquor  to  the  pre¬ 
cipitated  gold,  then  place  them  in  fand  to  boyl  for 
fome  hours  fpace,  and  the  liquor  of  flints  will  ex- 
trad  the  tindure  of  the  gold,  and  be  dyed  with  a  pur¬ 
ple  colour ;  to  which,  pour  rain  water,  and  make 
it  to  boyl  together  with  that  purple  liquor,  and 
the  flint  will  be  precipitated,  the  tindure  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  colour  with  the  fait  of  Tartar  left;  from 
which  it  is  necelTary  to  extrad  the  water  even  to 
drinefs,  and  a  very  fine  fait  of  a-  purple  colour  will 
remain  in  the  bottom  of  the  glafs,  out  of  which 
with  the  fpirit  of  wine,  may  be  drawn  a  tindure 
as  red  as  blood,  little  inferior  in  vertue  to  potable 
gold  -,  for  many  things  lie  hid  in  the  purple  fait , 
of  which  more  things  might  be  fpoken  if  occafion 
permitted  *,  therefore  let  it  fuffice  to  (hew  the  way 
of  deftroying  gold,  for  that  golden  fait  may  in  3 
very  fliort  time,  viz.  an  hour,  be  perfcded  with 
fmall  labour  and  tranfmuted  into  a  wonder  of  nature  ; 
confuting  the  flanders  of  the  noble  Art  of  Alchimy  ; 
for  which  gift  we  ought  to  give  immortal  thanks 
to  the  immortal  God. 

Of  Looking'glajfes.  .  ^ 

I  Have  made  mention  in  the  treatife  of  Aurum 
ptabtle,,  not  only  of  the  material  heat  of  fire,  but 
alfo  of  turning  tbe  fineft  beams  of  the  Sun  into  a 
material  bodily  fubftance,  by  help  of  certain  inftru- 
ments  by  which  they  are  colleded.  I  have  alfo 
mentioned  there  a  concave  Glafs,  whofe  preparati¬ 
on  I  will  here  give,  it  being  not  known  to  all  men, 
the  beft  that  I  know  is  as  followeth.  Firfl,  pat¬ 
terns  are  to  be  made  of  the  beft  matter,  namely, 
hair  and  Potters  clay,  of  which  thing  in  the  Fifth 
part.  Conformable  to  the  glalTes,  in  form  and  fi¬ 
gure  circularly  round-,  for  elfe  they  cannot  gather 
the  Sun-beams  together,  and  again  put  them  forth; 
the  fault  of  which  thing  is  to  be  afcribed  only  to 
the  pattern  or  mold ;  for  the  fufion  and  polifliing 
of  glalTes  is  no  lingular  Art,  being  known  even  to 
Bell-founders,  but  to  melt  them  when  very  well  fnap’t 
of  the  beft  matter  and  rightly  to  polilh  them,  this 
is  Art :  and  firfl:  to  cut  the  patterns  round,  being 
very  well  lhaped  by  the  ufe  of  a  lharp  Iron  Inftru-’ 
ment  cannot  cannot  briefly  be  demonftrated  ;  there- 
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therefore  I  will  fendthe  Reader  to  Authors  prolixly 
handling  this  thing,  'uiz..  Archt/nedes  and  Johan.  Bap- 
ttfi.  Porta.,  and  others  •,  but  if  thou  wanteft  thofe 
Authors,  or  doft  not  underftand-  them,  fee  thou 
have  a  Globe  exactly  turned  for  making  the 
Molds  as  followeth :  firft  make  a  mixture  of  meal 
and  lifted  alhes,  which  fpread  equally  between  two 
boards,  as  the  manner  is  to  fpread  pall  made  _  of 
Flower  and  Butter  for  Pyes  and  Tarts,  anfwering 
in  thicknefs  to  the  glafs  to  be  fliaped,  then  with  a 
Compafs  make  a  circle  as  big  a  you  pleafe,  which 
cut  with  a  knife,  and  put  it  on  the  Globe,  andfprin- 
klc  quick  lime  on  it  out  of  a  fearce  or  five,  and 
put  clay  well  prepared  with  haire  over  it  of  the 
thicknefs  of  two  fingers  breadth  •,  and  if  it  bp  a 
great  piece  you  muft  impofe  crofs  wires  ftrength- 
ning  the  Mold,  leafl:  it  be  bent  or  broken.  After¬ 
ward  one  part  being  hardned  with  the  heat  of  the 
Sun  or  fire,  take  away  all  that  from  the  Globe,  and 
put  it  on  fome  hollow  thing,  on  which  it  may  on 
all  lides  Hand  well,  and  alfo  fprinkle  quick  lime  or 
the  powder  of  coals  on  the  other  fide,  and  put  up¬ 
on  this  the  other  part  of  the  pattern,  and  again 
expofe  it  by  degrees,  to  be  dryed  by  the  heat  of 
Sun  or  fire,  left  it  crack  \  which  done,  take  away 
the  ends  making  thofe  parts  of  the  Mold  or  pattern 
from  the  inward  or  middle,  which  ends  fet  one  a- 
gainft  another  to  the  inward  parts,  the  diftance  at  ' 
leaft  of  a  hands  breadth,  and  put  between  in  the 
top  a  few  live  coals  to  harden  the  Mold  all  over  ; 
to  which  put  on  other  coals,  and  then  more,  and 
fo  by  degrees  even  to  the  top,  that  tiiey  may  be  well 
kindled  in  their  lighter  parts  j  but  if  the  Molds  are 
very  thick?  one  fire  will  not  fuffice,  but  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  add  more  coals,  until  they  be  through¬ 
ly  kindled  in  the  inner  parts  5  afterward,  let  the 
fire  go  out  by  degrees,  that  the  types  may  grow 
cold,  but  not  altogether,  but  fo  that  you  may 
touch  them  ;  and  prefently  befmear  fiiiely  the  lifted 
alhes  mixt  with  water,  with  a  pencil,  to  flop  up 
the  chincks  arifen  from  the  burning  the  hair,  and  for 
fmoothing  the  types  *,  then  again  make  both  parts 
(after  thou  haft  firft  framed  a  hole  in  them  for  a 
Tunnel)  clean,  being  wary  left  any  foul  thing  fall 
upon  them  •,  and  carefully  bind  them  together  with 
iron  or  copper  wier^  and  very  well  lute  over  «he 
joining  with  clay  prepared  with  hair-,  and  put  on 
an  earthen  Tunnel,  and  place  the  Mold  in  dry  fand 
up  to  the  top :  And  thou  oughteft  in  the  mean  while 
thou  burneft  and  prepareft  the  Mold,  to  melt  the 
metallick  mixture,  that  it  may  be  pouted  into  the 
hot  Mold,  the  Metal  being  well  melted,  call  in  a 
bit  of  fearclo-cth,  which  burning,  pour  out  the  mel¬ 
ted  Metal  into  the  hot  Mold,  being  wary  left  coals 
or  fome  other  thing  fall  into  the  crucible,  and  be 
poured  with  the  Metal  into  the  Mold,  fpoiling  the 
glafs ;  then  let  tire  glafs  cool  of  it  felf  in  the  Mold, 
if  the  matter  do  not  moulder  in  the  cooling: 
And  if  it  fhould  moulder  in  the  cooling,  which  in¬ 
deed  would  leflen  it,  it  behoves  that  the  call  glafs 
be  prefently  taken  out  of  the  Mold ,  and  cover¬ 
ed  over  with  a  hot  earthen  or  iron  vefiel ,  that 
it  may  cool  under  it,  which  otherwife,  cooling  (hut 
up  in  the  Mold  not  being  able  to  moulder,  is  broke 
in  pieces,  but  a  little  below  you  fhall  perceive,  what 
be  thofe  mouldering  metals. 

And  this  is  the  common  way  (and  the  beft)  of 
melting,  if  fo  be ‘thou  art  exercifed  there  are  alfo 
other  ways-,  firft,  when  molds  are  made  of  wood 
or  lead?  agreeing  to  the  glafs,  to  be  imprefled  with  I 
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fand,  or  the  fineft  powder  of  tyles  or  other  earth, 
as  is  the  cuftorae  of  copper- fmiths ;  and  this  way 
only  ferveth  for  lefler  glafles. 

The  third  way  which  is  the  beft  of  all,  but  hard- 
eft  to  one  not  exercifed,  is  as  follows ;  make  a 
waxen  Mold  with  a  Cylinder  to  be  placed  between 
two  boards,  as  is  aforefaid  of  the  firft  way,  which 
put  upon  the  globe  for  to  ftiape  it,  and  let  it  be  hard¬ 
ned  in  the  cold  ^  then  take  it  away,  and  fpread  o- 
ver  it  the  following  mixture  with  a  pencil  ^  which 
fee  that  it  be  dryed  in  the  fhadow,  then  apply  pot¬ 
ters  clay,  prepared  with  hair,  the  thicknefs  of  one 
or  two  fingers  breadth  ;  then  take  away  the  wax  in 
manner  following  from  the  earth ;  make  a  round  hole 
in  the  earthen  mold  with  a  knife,  coming  even  to 
the  wax*,  wich  done,  place  it  near  a  coal  fire,  the 
mold  being  bending  down,  and  the  melted  wax  will 
run  through  the  hole,  into  which  pour  the  hot  (not 
burnt)  metal,,  ©-e.  that  liniment  which  is  anpynted 
on  the  wax  mufi;  be  very  well  prepared  leaft  while 
the  wax  melt,  it  fall  and  melt  away  with  the  wax, 
nor  let  the  wax  pierce  the  earthen  mold  and  fpoil 
it.  Now  the  liniment  follows:  Burn  potters  clay 
well  walhtin  a  Furnace  even  to  rednefs;  afterward 
grind  it  and  take  away  its  fineft  part  with  wafliing 
of  water,  fo  that  you  may  have  an  impalpable  pow¬ 
der,  Vv'hich  dry,  and  again  burn  with  a  ftrong  fire  : 
alter  grind  it  with  rain  water  and  fait  Armoniack 
fublimed,  upon  a  ftone ,  as  Painters  ufe  to  prepare 
their  colours,  bring  it  to  the  juft  confiftence  of  a 
pai'.t,  and  the  mixture  will  be  made  •,  the  fait  Ar- 
monii.ck  keeps  that  fine  powder,  left  it  meh  away 
with  the  wax  ;  and  the  prepared  earth  makes  a 
tender  -and  fine  fufion. 

The  mctalhck^mixture  for  the  matter  of  the  Look^ 
ing-Clafs. 

THere  are  divers  of  thefe  mixtures ,  of  whici' 
one  is  aJwaies  better  than  the  other,  whic^ 
by  how  much  Ms  the  harder,  by  fo  much  the  glafs 
is  the  better  ;  and  by  bow  much  the  harder  the 
metal  is,  by  fo  much  the  better  it  is  polifiic  j  nor 
doth  the  bardnefs  of  the  mixture  fuffice ,  but  its 
whitenefs  is  alfo  required  :  for  red  proceeds  from 
too  much  copper  V  black  from  too  much  iron,  or 
duskie  from  too  much  tin,  and  doth  not  make  the 
true  reprefentations  of  things,  but  changeth  the  lliape 
and  colour  of  them :  for  example  fake,  too  much 
copper  rendereth  the  Species  redder  than  they  are 
to  be,  and  fo  of  the  reft  i  let  therefore  the  metal¬ 
lick  mixture  be  very  white  i  but  if  burning  glafles  are 
to  be  made,  it  is  no  matter  what  colour  it  be  of,  if 
fo  be  that  the  mixture  be  hard-  I  will  fet  down 
one  of  the  beft,  R.  of  Copper  plates  the  thineft 
beaten  to  pieces  one  part,  of  white  Arfnick  a  quarter.  - 
part-,  firft  moiften  the  plates  with  the  liquor  of  the 
lalt  of  Tartar,  and  make  a  Stratum  fuper  Stratum? 
with  plates  and  Arfnick  powdred  ,  by  fpr inkling 
this  on  them,  until  the  crucible  be  filled  -,  to  which 
pour  the  oyl  of  Linfeed,  as  much  as  fufficeth  to  co¬ 
ver  the  copper  and  Arfnick  -,  which  done  put  on  the  co¬ 
ver  with  the  beft  lute,  then  place  the  crucible  (the 
lute  being*dryedj  in  land?  fo  that  only  the  upper 
part  of  the  cover  may  ftick  out  and  adminifter  fire 
by  degrees,  at  firft  little  -,  fecondly  fomewhat  ftron- 
ger,  till  at  length  it  be  hot,  that  all  the  oyl  may 
evaporate  -,  in  the  mean  time,  the  oyl  will  prepare  , 
the  copper,  and  retain  the  Arfnick,  and  will  make 
it  enter  into  the  plates,  like  oyl  piercing  dry  Lea¬ 
ther  ? 
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ther :  Or  place  the  crucible  upon  a  grate  and  put 
Fire  to  it,  which  adminifter  by  degrees,  until  the 
oyl  evaporate  in  the  boyling.  Laftiy,  when  it  (hall 
coole,  break  the  crucible,  and  thou  Ihalt  find  the 
topper  of  diverle  colours,  efpecially  if  thou  fhalt 
take  Orpin  in  Head  of  Arfenick,  and  twice  or 
thrice  increafed  in  magnitude,  and  brittle. 

R.  of  this  copper  one  part,  andoflatton  [Orickal- 
two  parts,  meltit  with  a  very  quick  Fire,  and 
firft  indeed  the  latton,  to  which  afterward  add  the 
friable  copper ;  pour  out  the  mixture  melted  and 
thou  flialt  have  a  very  hard  metal  unfileable,  yet  not 
fo  brittle,  but  like  Heel,  of  which  diverfe  thin^  may 
be  formed  fei  ving  in  Head  of  iron  and  fteel  inftru- 
ments-,  take  of  this  hard  metal  three  parts  of  the  bell: 
tin  without  lead  one  part,  melt  and  effufe  it,  and 
the  matter  of  looking- glafles  wifi  be  made.  This 
mixture  is  a  hard  white  metal  making  the  bell  look¬ 
ing  glalfes,  but  if  this  laborcfeem  tedious,  take  of 
copper  three  parts,  of  tin  one  part,  of  white  Arfe¬ 
nick  half  a  part  for  the  matter  of  looking-glafles, 
which  are  fine  but  brittle,  as  well  in  the  melting  as 
polilliing,  therefore  carefully  to  be  handled.  I  mull 
here  fet  down  a  thing  worthy  to  be  obferved,  and 
known  to  few ;  •  a  falfe  opinion  of  many,  ef- 

pecially  of  thofe  who  attribute  knowledge  to  them- 
felves  of  the  proprieties  of  metals.  In  the  fecond 
part  ( of  fubtile  fpirits)  mention  is  made  of  the  pores 
of  metals,  for  experience  witnelTeth,  that  thofe  fub¬ 
tile  fpirits  as  of  harts-horn,  tartar,  foot,  and  fome- 
times  thofe  fulphureous  ones  of  falts  and  metals  do 
evaporate  through  pewter  velTels,  which  at  the  firll 
hearing  every  man  cannot  conceive,  for  whofe  fake 
this  difeourfe  is  made.  Make  two  balls  of  Copper, 
and  two  of  pure  Tin  not  mixt  with  lead,  of  one 
and  the  fame  form  and  quantity,  the  weight  of 
which  balls  obferve  exadlly,  which  done,  again  melt 
the  aforefaid  balls  or  bullets  into  one,  and  firll  the 
copper, to  which  melted  add  the  Tin,  left  much  Tin  e- 
vaporate  in  the  melting;&  prefently  pour  out  the  mix¬ 
ture  melted  into  the  mold  of  the  firft  balls,  and  there 
will  not  come  forth  four  nor  fcarce  three  balls,  the 
weight  of  the  four  balls  being  referred  •,  if  then  me¬ 
tals  are  not  porous,  whence  I  pray  doth  that  great 
i  alteration  of  quantity  proceed  ?  therefore  know  that 
metals  are  porous  more  or  lefs ;  gold  hath  the  few- 
eft  pores,  filver  hath  more.  Mercury  more  than 
that,*  Lead  more  than  Mercury,  Copper  more  than 
Lead,  and  Iron  than  copper,  but  tin  hath  moft  of 
all. 

If  we  could  deftroy  metals,  and  again  educe  them 
deftroyed  from  power  to  ad,  furely  they  would  not 
j  be  fo  porous.  And  as  a  child  without  corredion  is 
unapt  to  any  goodnefs,  but  correded  is  endued  with 
all  kind  of  vertue  and  learning,  fo  alfo  we  mull  un- 
derlland  of  metals  which  left  in  their  natural  ftate, 
namely  drawn  out  of  the  earth  without  corredion 
and  emenUation  remain  volatile,  but  corrupted  and 
regenerated  are  made  more  noble,  even  as  our  bo¬ 
dies  deftroyed  and  corrupted,  at  length  fiiall  arife  cla¬ 
rified  before  they  come  into  Gods  fight.  Well  faid 
Paracelfus^  that  if  in  one  hour  metals  were  deftroyed 
an  hundred  times,  yet  they  could  not  be  without  a 
body,  realfuming  a  newfpecies  and  indeed  a  better, 
for  it  is  rightly  laid,  'Vnms  cormptlo.,  alterius  gener a- 
fb  ;  for  the  mortification  of  a  fuperfluous  fulphure¬ 
ous  body  is  the  regeneration  of  the  Mercurial  foul, 
for  without  a  deftrudion  of  metals  perfedion  can¬ 
not  be  •,  therefore  metals  are  to  be  deftroyed  and 
made  formlefs,  that  thereby  the  fuperfluous  earthy 


combuftible  fulphur  being  feparated,  the  pure  fine 
Mercurial  fpecies  may  fpring  forth."  Of  which  thing 
more,  when  we  fpeak  of  Artificial  ftones- 

Of  the  fmoothing  and  polijhing  of  iooking-glajfts 

ALooking-glafs,  though  it  be  very  exadly  melted 
and  proportioned,  yet  is  of  no  value  if  not 
rightly^  polifhed  and  fmoothed  ;  for  eafily  in  the 
fmoothing  any  part  it  may  fuffer  feme  dammage 
hurtful  to  it,  and  it  is  necelfary  to  take  from  them 
firft,  the  grolTer  part  by  the  wheel,  as  the 
cuftom  is  with  Pewterers  and  Copper-fmiths  with  a 
fandy  ftone,  then  to  apply  to  them  a  finer  ftone  with 
water,  until  they  are  fufficiently  fmoothed  by  grind¬ 
ing  ;  which  done,  the  looking,  glalfes  are  again  to  be 
taken  from  the  wheel  and  to  be  moved  to  the  fmall 
wooden  wheel  coverediwith  leather,  rubbed  over 
with  a  fine  prepared  glazing  ftone  until  the  crevifes 
contraded  in  the  turning  no  more  appear,  having 
got  a  crofs  line,'»-afterward  another  fmall  wheel  co¬ 
vered  with  leather  is  required,  to  which  a  blood- 
ftone  prepared  and  wafht  with  the  afhes  of  tin  rub¬ 
bed  on,  to  which  likewife  by  the  aforefaid  means, 
according  to  the  fame  line,  the  looking- glalfes.  are 
fo  long  to  be  moved  till  they  get  a  fufficient  finenefs 
and  brightnefs.  You  mull  keepfuch  looking-glafles 
from  themoiftair,  and  breathing,  and  to  wipe  them 
when  infeded  with  air  and  breathing  not  with  any 
woolen  or  linnen  cloth,  but  with  a  Goats  or  Harts 
skin,  and  not  any  way,  but  according  to  the  crofs 
line,  with  which  the  looking-glafles  are  fmoothed. 
They  may  alfo  be  fmoothed"  by  lead  artificially  mel¬ 
ted,  by  firft  rubing  them  with  a  fmiris  and  water, 
and  then  with  a  finer  fmiris  and  lead  ;  laftiy 
with  a  blood  ftone  and  afhes  of  tin  :  likewife 
alfo  with  whetftones,  by  changing  for  a  finer  every 
time,  whence  at  length  alfo  they  acquire  a  fpkn- 
dour  by  the  aflies  of  tin. 

Alfo  the  outward  part  of  the  looking-glafles  (con¬ 
vex)  may  be.  fmoothed,  which  reprefents  the  fpecies 
Ihort,  andfpreads  the  difperfed  rays:  but  the  in  ward 
part  (hollow)  gathers  and  multiplies,  and  puts  forth 
or  expofeth  the  Image. 

Let  thefe  things  fuffice  concerning  the  melting  of 
looking  glalfes, &  polifliing  requifites,  for  the  colledi- 
on  of  the  Sun  beams,  and  although  from  the  aforefaid 
mixture  other  kinds  of  looking-glafles  might  be  made 
reprefenting  wonderful  fliapes  and  feveral  excellent 
things,  as  Cylindrick,  Pyramidal,  Parabolick,  &c. 
they  are  omitted  as  impertinent  to  this  place, 
yet  I  could  fliew  away  to  make  them,  becaufe  I  have 
undergone  no  fmall  labors  and  charges  in  the  fearch- 
i  ing  of  their  preparation  and  ufe,  if  it  were  necefla- 
I  ry.  But  of  all  looking-glafles  that  is  moft  ufeful 
I  whofe  preparation  we  have  Ihewn,  whofe  diameter  is 
'  at  leaft  two  or  thfee  fpans,  if  thou  wilt  perform  a- 
I  ny  fpecial  thing  ;  although  it  be  but  of  one  or  two 
i  fpans,  yet  it  gathers  abundance  of  beams,  fo  that 
!  thou  maift  melt  tin  and  lead  with  it,  if  it  be  well 
j  fliaped  :  yet  the  larger  are  the  better.  Nor  ought 
;  they  to  be  too  deep,  that  they  may  call:  their 
beams  the  further,  and  better  perform  their  adions 
or  funtlions,  let  them  have  the  twentyeth  or  thir- 
i  tyeth  part  of  the  fphere  (the  fedion  being  exadly 
obferved)  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  Art. 
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Of  Artifici  ft!  Gcms^  ami  Metallich  GlaJJeji. 

AS  for  mecallick  glafies  pertaining  to  Alchymy, 
and  much  conducing  to  the  perletlion  of  me¬ 
tals,  and  efteeraed  by  the  Ancient  Philofophers,  I 
would  not  omit  to  fay  ibmewhat  in  this  place,  be- 
cauic  they  areeaiily  made  by  this  furnace. 

And  indeed  the  Ancients  have  found  thefe  glafles 
quelUonlefs  by  chance,  in  reducing  the  calcined  bo- 
dys  intoglafsby  a  ferongfire,  for  very  many  fecrets 
by  this  means  not  fought  for  are  found  out.  Often- 
rimes  it  happens  to  our  labors,  that  palt  hope  we  find 
fomthing  better  or  worfe,  than  the  thing  fought;  and 
I  think  it  hath  thus  happened  with  thefe  glalTes, 
but  however  it  be,  I  am  Aire  thefe  glalfes  have  flood 
ns  in  much  ftead  for  Jz,aak  Holland  faith  plainly, 
That  vitrified  metals  being  again  brought  to  metals, 
by  that  redudion  do  give  better  and  nobler  metals 
than  the  firft  vitrified;  and  indeed  gold  givesatin- 
dure,  but  filver  gold,  and  copper  filver ;  andfocon= 
fequently  the  glafs  of  other  metals  give  better  me¬ 
tals  in  redudion,  the  truth  of  which  experience 
proves,  and  although  I  have  not  yet  made  great  try- 
al  in  this  work,  yet  1  know  that  metals  brought  in¬ 
to  dead  afhes  to  be  turned  into  clear  glafs  cannot 
be  again  reduced  into  metals  without  great  profit : 
yet  one  metal  is  more  pliable  than  another,  nor  are 
bur  glalfes  the  Artificial  ftones  of  gold-fmiths  fixed 
to  other  large  ones  for  ornaments  fake,  made  by  the 
addition  of  glafs  made  of  fufile  fand  ;  but  ours  are 
made  of  the  juice  of  metals^  But  I  do  not  deny  the 
vertue  of  Venice  glafs,  and  others  in  the  rnundify- 
iiig  of  metals,  chiefly  copper  and  tin,  which  yet  is 
not  comparable  with  metallick  juices.  I  freely  con- 
fefs  I  have  tryed  this  thing  twenty  times,  and  I  ne¬ 
ver  was  deceived  by  it :  but  1  know  not  whether  it 
may  prove  fo  in  a  greater  quantity,  becaufe  I  never 
tryed  it,  doubting  of  my  velfels  not  fit  to  retain 
fufible  glalfes  a  requifit  time  :  for  I  have  fpent  much 
labor  in  making  thefe  kind  of  veffels,  but  hitherto 
in  vain-  For  there  is  very  great  hope  of  gain,  if  thou 
haft  very  ftrong  crucibles,  nor  is  this  perfedion  of 
metals  without  reafon,  for  whileft  the  metal  is  burnt 
to  allies,  much  of  the  fuperfluous  combuftible  fulphur 
is  burnt  (as  you  may  fee  in  Lead,  Tin,  and  Copper, 
from  thefparks  appearing  in  their  calcination  whileft 
they  are  ftirred  and  feparating)  which  if  again  re¬ 
duced  (viz.,  being  calcined)  its  better  and  heavier 
part  (by  benefit  of  melting)  linketh  to  the  bottom, 
the  worfer  flowing  on  the  top  is  changed  into  drofs 
or  glafs.  And  fo  the  reparation  of  metals  is  made 
by  the  help  of  the  Fire  alone,  to  the  ignorant  and 
une.xpert  incredible :  but  conlider  gilt  filver  to  be 
feparated  in  fufion,  which  is  as  it  were  corrupted  by 
the  common  fulphur,  and  the  metallick  fpecies,  be¬ 
ing  loft,  it  turns  to  a  black  drofs  before  that  in  mel¬ 
ting  it  forfakes  the  gold :  which  way  alfo  filver  is 
feparated  from  copper,  and  this  from  iron.  Ob- 
ferve  alfo  that  black  and  crude  Antimony,  being 
reduced  into  alhes  by  calcination,  and  melted  is  fe¬ 
parated  by  a  ftrong  Fire,  the  purer  parts  defeending 
pure  and  white  like  filver,  but  the  impure  parts  afeend- 
ing  are  changed  into  glafs  or  drofs,  which  feparation 
would  never  be  made  wfithout  incineration  al¬ 
though  the  Antimony  Ihould  have  ftood  long  influx. 

Thou  feeft  therefore  the  power  of  Fire  alone  in 
melting  metals,  wherefore  believe  thou  that  thy  la¬ 
bor  fliall  not  be  in  vain  if  thou  knotveft  how  to  help 
the  Fire-  Exercife  thyfelf  therefore  iait>  for  thou 


art  fufficieutly  inftrufted,  and  this  furnace  v\  ill  help 
thee ;  vAtkout  which  it  is  irapolfibie  to  manage 
fuch  things  well,  as  e.xperience  teililies,  confirming 
my  words. 

Mention  being  made  of  metallick  glalfes,  which 
belongs  to  the  perfedlion  of  metals,  I  am  forced  to 
lay  fomthing  alfo  of  other  Amanfa^  or  coloured  glaf: 
fes,  which  are  called  Gems,  and  are  worn  for 
beautifying,  which  though  it  be  not  profitable,  yet 
it  is  a  delightful  labour,  which  knowledge,,  as  well 
noble  as  ignoble  have  long  fought,  not  for  gain,  but 
recreation  fake,  erring  from  the  true  way  (although 
prolixly  deferibed  in  many  tongues)  through  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  art  to  render  cryftal  or  flint  fufible,  and 
colouring  it,  being  content  with  lead  glalfes  made  of 
one  part  ofcryftals,  or  flints,  and  three  or  four  parts 
of  minium  or  cerufe,  glafs  of  no  worth,  as  not  only 
very  foft  and  unapt  for  polifliiiig,  but  alfo  heavier 
than  it  ought  by  means  of  the  lead,  and  having  a 
yellow  or  green  colour^  for  every  glafs  made  of  cry¬ 
ftal  or  flint,  and  minium  or  cerufe  by  themfelves,  viz.. 
without  the  addition  of  other  colours,  gets  a  yellow 
colour  from  the  Lead,  hindering  and  altering  other 
mixt  colours ;  therefore  a  good  ftone  is  not  made 
this  way  of  lead  and  flint,  but  Leaden  glafles  of  this 
fort,  Venice  glafs,  Alhes  of  tin,  and  colours  being 
added  to  them,  be  ufed  diverlly  of  the  gold- 
fmiths,  namely  to  colour  gold,  otherwife  of  no 
moment. 

Therefore  I  will  give  another  preparation,  name¬ 
ly  out  of  flints  cryftals  alone  without  minium 
and  cerufe,  with  metallick  colours,  having  the  co¬ 
lour  and  elegancy  of  excellent  ftones ;  but  not  har¬ 
der  than  glafs  *,  for  although  cryftal  is  harder  than 
iron,  yet  by  melting  it  is  deprived  of  its  hardnefs 
in  forae  meafure,  and  is  made  like  to  glafs,  yet  fo 
much  hardnefs  referved,  as  ferves  to  write  on  ano¬ 
ther  glafs,  which  glaftcs  are  eafily  polifhed,  and  in 
all  things  and  by  all,  moft  like,  hardnefs  excepted, 
to  natural  ftones  *,  with  which  not  only  various  kinds 
of  ftones  may  be  made,  and  other  gold,  filver,  and 
wooden  works  or  pisftures  adorned  ;  but  alfo  diverfe 
fupelleflils,  as  falts,  hafts  or  hilts,  cups,  Grc.  and  alfo 
images  and  antiquities  may  be  formed  (by  fufion)  like 
to  thofe  cut  out  of  gems  by  the  hand  of  an  ing^i- 
ous  workman,  moft  delightful. 

They  are  made  after  this  manner  :  firft  you  muft 
look  for  flints  and  cryftals  not  coloured,  but  very 
white,  gathered  out  of  fand  or  ftreams,  which  you 
muft  heat  in  a  covered  crucible,  and  quench  them 
glowing  hot  in  cold  water,  that  they  may  crack  and 
may  be  pulverifed  ;  otherwife  they  are  fo  hard  that 
when  they  are  powdred,  they  take  part  of  the  raor- 
ter  and  fo  are  defiled  ;  therefore  it  is  worth  your 
labor  to  handle  them  well-  Afterward  1^  of 
flints  prepared,  and  the  pureft  fait  of  Tartar, 
made  in  glafed  veffels,  but  not  in  copper  or  iroh, 
equal  parts,  mingle  them  and  keep  them  for 
ufe. 

And  if  thou  wilt  make  this  mafs  into  a  gem, 
you  muft  firft  mingle  fome  colour  (what  you 
defire)  afterward  fo  long  place  it  (being  put 
into  a  clean  covered  crucible  fcarce  half  fuU^  in 
a  very  ftrong  fire,  till  all  the  fait  of  Tartar  hath 
evaporated,  and  the  flint  together  with  the  colour 
come  into  fubftance  fufible  like  glafs:  you  muft 
then  put  a  fmall  clean  iron  wier,  and  draw  out  a 
little  of  the  melted  mafs  for  tryal^  whether  it 
have  ftood  long  enough  in  the  fire,  whether  there 
be  yet  puftles  and  little  fands ,  or  whether  it  be- 
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jing  exadly  melted,  it  ihall  defeend  to  the  bottom, 
which  done,  you  muft  take  oft'  the  crucible ,  and 
.place  it  under  fome  hot  iron  or  earthen  veftel, 
that  it  may  wa.x  cold  with  the  melted  ftone ;  o- 
therwife  the  mafs  will  be  broken  in  the  crucible 
into  very  fmall  parts,  and  would  be  unfit  for  grea¬ 
ter  works :  neither  rnyft:  you  pour  out  the  melted 
mafs  for  fear  of  the  attradion  of  aire  ,  and  pu- 
ftles  to  arife  the’nce.  But  being  willing  to  make 
out  of  the  Mafs  by  Fulion,  not  Engraving  Mo¬ 
ney  or  Images  ^  there  is  no  need  to  leave  the 
mafs  in  the  crucible  to  cool,  but  prefently  to  pour 
it  out  hot  in  a  copper  morter  and  nothing  will 
ftick  to  the  crucible,  but  all  the  mafs  will  be  pou¬ 
red  out  without  any  wafte :  And  this  mafs ,  if 
thou  wilt,  thou  main  powder  or  break  into  very 
fmall  bits  for  fulion  and  impreftion.  But  the  mafs 
when  cooled  in  the  crucible,  is  to  be  taken  by 
breaking  the  crucible,  and  to  be  reduced  into  greater 
or  leilcr  ftones  by  cutting :  but  melting  for  mo¬ 
ney  or  images ;  you  muft  place  the  money  or  image, 
which  you  will  imitate,  with  the  backfide  or  hin¬ 
der-part  downward  in  an  iro’n  Ring,  a  Fingers 
breadth  broad  of  greater  capacity  than  the  money, 
upon  a  ftone  or  plain  wood,  and  fprinkle  on  a  lit¬ 
tle  Tripoly,  or  fine  Sand,  through  a  cloth,  name¬ 
ly,  as  much  as  fufficeth  to  cover  the  mold ,  and 
upon  this  to  put  more,  well  moiftened  with  water, 
like  alhes  of  cupels,  and  to  prefs  it,  being  moft  te¬ 
nacious,  firmly  to  the  mold,  but  warily,  left  the 
mold  be  moved  ;  which  done ,  you  muft  turn  the 
I  ring,  and  with  a  knife  lift  up  the  mold,  and  to 
take  it,  being  lifted  up  with  ones  hands  or  tongs, 

■  the  image  being  left  in  the  fand,  to  be  dryed  by 
i  heat  of  the  Sun  or  Fire.  Afterward  to  caft  the 
i  image,  place  the  ring  with  the  image  imprelTed  in 
I  the  land  under  a  tile,  and  adminifter  a  ftrongfire, 

!  that  the  whole  ring,  with  the  fand,  and  the  image 

in  the  fand  may  be  very  hot :  then  take  off  the 
ring,  to  fee  if  the  image  have  fuffered  any  lofs ; 
which,  if  it  have  not ,  you  muft  put  upon  it  fo 
much  of  the  aforefaid  glafs,  courfly  beaten,  as  fuf¬ 
ficeth  in  the  fulion  to  fill  the  image  imprefled  on 
the  fand  which  done ,  put  the  ring  again  under 
the  tile  ,  and  adminifter  a  fire  of  fulion,  till  the 
glafs  melt  in  the  ring ;  to  which ,  touch  with  a 
fmooth  iron  and  light,  (with  a  handle)  being  hot 
the  ring  being  taken  firft  out  of  the  furnace  with 
tongs ,  preffing  the  glafs  well  to  the  mold  j  and 
then  place  it  under  a  hot  iron ,  or  earthen  veftel 
to  cool ;  and  being  cold,  take  the  image  from  the 
mold,  which  anfwers  to  it  in  all  things,  if r thou 
haft  aright  proceeded ,  exadly  reprefenting  the 
Carvers  art,  or  a  feal  imprefled  on  a  jewel,  which 
excellent  work  is  moft  fit  to  feign,  and  reprefent 
Antiquities  and  Rarities. 


•  ■  ■  — — -  *  

Copper,  a  pale  green ;  Wifmurh  and  Mapuclla  a 
purple ;  Silver  and  Magndia,  various  colours  like 
an  Opal.  ,  ‘ 

Images  are  alfo  made  of  divers  colours,  if  [he 
maifes  of  diverfe  colours  be  broken  into  bits  and 
‘r npon  the  Mold,  And  if  thou.dc- 
™afs  (gr^n,  red,  skie  colour,  c-c.) 
add  a  little  calx  of  Fin  darkniisg,  on  which  as  oii 
a  ^fis  the  colours  infift-  For  example ;  in  making 
a  Turepife  ftone  or  a  Lazulusj.  mingle  with  the 
Azure  made  of  the  filver  Marcalic  or  Zafora  (to 
colour  the  mafs)  the  plx  of  Tin,  that  they  may 
melt  together ,  and  before  the  impreftion  be  made, 
put  upon  the  Mold  fome  prepared  gold,  then  fpread 
and  put  upon  this  the  aforefaid  glafs  ^  and  the  fu- 
fion  and  impreftion  being  made,  will  be  made  thence 
a  ftone  having  golden  veins  like  Upss  LasLulus  ve¬ 
ry  delightful ;  But  there  muft  be  a  calx  of  Gold 
not  lofing  its  I'plenaor  in  the  fire,  fuch  as  is  made 
by  Mercury,  or  that  which  is  better,  which  is  pre¬ 
cipitated  out  of  Jlrpita  Re^ia  .*  of  which  above 

Of  the  preparation  of  the  colours  for  coloisrin^  the 
mafs  of  Flints  and  Cryfials. 


T’hi  colouring  of  the  aforefaid  mafs  follows y  hy  which 
it  is  made  mofi  like  to  Gems. 

IT  behooveth  that  colours  be  taken  from  metals 
and  minerals,  namely  from  Copper,  Iron,  Gold, 
Silver,  Wifmuth,  Magnefia  and  Granate ;  of  other 
colours  I  know  nothing  of  certainty.  Copper  com¬ 
monly  makes  a  colour  green  like  the  Sea,  Copper  with 
Iron,  grafs^green;  Granate  a  fmaragdine  colour,  Iron 
yellow  or  jacynth ;  Gold  the  beft  skie  colour ;  Wif¬ 
muth  common  skie  colour-,  Magnefia  Amethyftine, 
mixt,  they  give  other  colours ;  E.  gr.  Gold  mixt 
with  Silver  gives  an  Amethyft  colour}  Iron  and 


T He  plates  of  copper  often  heated,  are  to  be 
quenched  in  cold  water  of  which  more  in  the 
Fifth  part,  from  three  to  fix  grains  of  it  may  be 
mixed  with  ^  j-  of  the  mafs  for  a  Sea-green  colour. 
Iron  is  reduced  into  crocus,  by  reverberation ;  of 
which  from  four  to  ten  grains  are  added  to  the 
mafs  for  a  yellow  or  Jacynth  colour ;  Silver,  is  dif- 
folved  in  aiqua  fortisy  and  precipitated  with  the  li¬ 
quor  of  Flints  after  it  is  edulcorated  and  dryed 
whereof  from  one  to  fix  grains,  added  to  ?  j.  of 
the  mafs,  they  make  mixt  colours.  . 

Gold  is  diflblved  in  a4qua  RegUy  edulcorated  and 
dryed,  precipitated  firft;  with  liquor  of  Flints,  where¬ 
of  from  grain  four  to  9/i.  mixt  with  one  ounce 
of  the  mafs,  make  a  moft  elegant  Saphire.,  And 
if  from  three  to  fix  of  that  foluble  ruby  made  of 
the  Gold ,  and  the  nitrous  Regulus  Martis  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  ^j.  of  the  mafs ,  they  make  a  very  polite 
ruby  :  Magnefia  pulverifed ,  whereof,  from  fix  to 
fourteen  grains  >  to  of  the  mafs,  make  an  A- 
methyft. 

Marcafit  dilTolved  in  Aqua  Regia  ^  precipitated 
with  the  liquor  of  flints,  edulcorated  and  dryed, 
whereof  from  one  to  five  grains,  to  §j.  of  the  mafs, 
give  a  Saphire,  but  not  comparably  fo  polite  as 
one  made  with  gold- 

But  being  unwilling  to  calcine  Marcafite,  let  him 
take  Zafora,  and  mingle  to  ^  j.  from  five  to  ten 
grains ;  Granates  of  Bohemia ,  or  Oriental  pulve-.. 
rifed  ,  add  from  fix  grains  to  9  j.  to  3  j.  of  the 
mafs ,  for  little  green  ftones  like  to  the  natural 
fraaragd  or  emrald :  other  things  which  remain 
of  the  mixture  of  the  colours,  are  to  be  learned  by 
experience. 

To  what  ufes  coloured  flints  and  cryftals  are  ap¬ 
pointed,  is  not  here  to  be  treated  of ;  one  ufe  ex¬ 
cepted,  which  I  fet  down  for  the  eyes,  which  are 
weakened  by  too  much  watching,  the  heat  of  fire 
and  fmoak  *,  fee  thou  have  a  waxen  mold  circular¬ 
ly  round ,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  dilh  or  trencher  ; 

( the  Optiques  are  wont  to  call  fuch  kntes  )  to 
which ,  put  the  belt  clay  well  mixed  with  hair : 
anoint  the  waxen  type  with  oyl,  and  exadtly  apply 
the  beft  prepared  earth  of  crucibles  ( and  durable 
in  the  fire  )  the  thicknefs  of  a  finger  i  which  be- 
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ine  dryed,  perforate  in  foroe  pare ,  that  y™ 

bein''  meted  by  the  fire,  may  flow  forth  ;  after- 

ward  burn  the  mold  in  ^="5“ /"j  “in 

burnt,  fill  it  with  prepared  glafs,  and  place  it  i 
a  wfnd  furnace  till  the  glafs  melt^  which  at  length 
being  cooled,  take  off  the  type  by  attrition  and 
there  ffalt  thou  have  the  cryflal  refembling  the 
form  of  the  type  ;  which  afterward  thou  mud  make 
and  polifh  like  fpe-^^^acles  in  an  iron  dilh  on  both  tides  •, 
and  take  it  out  with  a  ftrong  iron  wier,  and  thou 
(halt  have  a  good  cryitalline  for  a  fma !  price 
^vhich  otherwife  is  fcarce  made  of  cryftal  otio 
preat  a  bignefs-  And  if  thou  wilt,  thou  maift  co¬ 
lour  the  glafs  green ,  very  pleafant  to  liS 
and  fit  a  foot  to  it  for  greater  benefit.  And  the 
alafs  doth  not  only  ferve  for  the  Multiplication 
Sf  light  in  the  night  time,  that  you  may  fee  a 
tiling^ a  far  off  in  a  chamber,  but  ado  for  the  6x- 
in<^  and  calcining  minerals  by  the  Sun- beams,  and 
mdting  of  Metals ,  and  multiplying  of  Pidures, 
hke  an  hollow  glafs,  and  alfo  for  other  ufes  it  may 
be  compared  with  an  hollow  looking^glafs,  which 
doth  the  fame  of  an  equal  bignefs  with  the  hoi- 
low  glafs  i  nor  is  there  any  other  difteience  of 
them  but  reflexion.  This  giais-inftrument  is  biade 
IrSte  another  way.  and  b,  lefs  coft  and  labor 
if  it  be  of  a  polifhc  looking- glafs ,  T  .J^o  great 
orbes  are  cut  out  with  a  diamond,  and  if  they  are 
fomewhat  foftned  with  Fire,  and  are  left  there  fo 
“  thc  Lat,  until  they  fhall  flick  like  wax 
very  clofc  to  the  flone,  which  done,  let  them  be 
moled  a^^ain,  which  afterward  taken  out,  will  re 
prSt  aTform  of  an  hollow  glafs,  to  which,  ,t 
behoves  to  fix  a  leaf  on  the  convex  part.  A  nd 
the  glafles  do  the  fame  that  an  hollow  metalhck 
looking-glafs  doth,  the  reflexion  excepted,  which 
Irnot  fo  ftrong  as  of  the  hollow  glafs:  And  al¬ 
though  the  glafe  are  fooner  broke ,  yet  they  are 
viry^fit  for  the  making  of  the  following  Inftrn- 

“ “ild  they  are  bound  together  with  a'ftrong  wi¬ 
er,  anplyed  acrofs  on  the  concave  part  and  an 
hole  is  cut  in  the  brim  with  a  diamond  on  one 
fide,  of  the  bignefs  of  a  pea,  then  the  crevifes  are 
exadlly  clofed  in  every  place  with  the  beft  lute , 
which  done,  a  filwer  or  copper  ring  is  to  be  tyed 
about  it,  holding  thofe  glafles  ftraightly  ,  fo  that 
the  Inftrument  may  be  fitted  to  the  foot,  all  winch 
well  done,  thofe  ftrong  wiers  are  feparated  or  cut 
off,  with  which  the  glafles  were  bound  at  lirlt, 
namely,  near  the  copper  ring ;  afterward  very  pure 
is  to  be  put  in  through  a  funnel,  as 
much  as  is  required  for  the  filling  it  up  •,  the  In- 
llrument  being  filled,  the  hole  is  Ihut  up,  which  is 
to  be  kept  for  ufe  ;  and  this  Inftrument  is  better 
than  the  hollow  glafs  i  efpecially,  if  it  have  in  its 


diameter  the  breadth  of  one  foot ,  and  may  be 
applyed  to  profpedlive  piftures,  it  doth  excellent¬ 
ly  reprefeiit  and  multiply  them. 

Behind  which,  if  you  place  a  candle  in  the  night, 
it  gives  fo  much  light  in  the  Chamber  ,  that  you 
would  think  it  came  from  the  Sun.  It  doth  alfo 
many  other  things  which  are  here  omitted  as  fu- 
perfluous.  And  you  may  gather  the  difperfed  light 
in  the  aire  in  the  night  time  with  it,  fb  that  yon 
may  read  the  fmalleft  writing.  Such  and  others  of 
the  like  things  may  be  done  by  this  furnace,  all 
which  to  fet  down ,  would  fwell  the  Book  too 
much.  Other  things  of  the  metals  examination 
and  purification  by  fufion,  in  another  place- 

l  ake  this.  Reader,  which  is  given  to  thee,  in  good 
part,  at  another  time  thou  lhalc  have  better*,  and  do 
not  miftake  my  writings,  as  if  I  did  reprove  the  ex¬ 
aminations  of  metals  by  the  Ancients,  fufions  and  fe- 
parations,  who  only  would  communicate  my  opini¬ 
on,  and  yield  my  afliftance  for  further  proceeding  j 
for  I  know  that  dealers  in  metals  giving  too  much  cre= 
dit  to  their  fmall  proof  when  they  find  nothing,  do, 
contemn  oars  as  barren,  often  abounding  with  gold 
and  filver  ;  when  neverthelefs,  John  Mathef.  fays  ex¬ 
prefly  in  his  Sarefta^  that  minerals  oftentimes  tryed 
in  a  fmall  quantity  do  yield  no  gold  and  filver,  which 
in  a  great  quantity,  yield  a  great  deal,  wherefore  cre¬ 
dit  it  is  not  always  to  be  given  to  fuch  tryals,  often  de¬ 
ceiving,  as  experience  teftifies.  ''' 

And  this  not  only  in  thofe  minerals  which  are  dig¬ 
ged  out  of  the  earth  but  alfo  in  thofe  clayie  and  fan- 
dy  minerals,  abounding  with  filver  and  golden  flamesj 
out  of  which  neither  by  the  lefs  nor  greater  proofs, 
nor  ablution  nor  Mercury  is  drawn  with  gam  that 
thin  and  fiery  difperfed  gold  :  which  by  fome  waters 
is  done  without  fire  eafily  ;  for  I  know  fuch  mines  are 
found  neer  many  rivers  of  Germany,  and  many  pla¬ 
ces  in  other  Nations  of  Europe,  out  of  which  honeft 
gain  without  much  coft  and  labor  may  eafily  be  got¬ 
ten.  Neither  are  they  dreams,  which  I  have  fpoken 
parabolically  of  the  perfedion  of  metals,  for  it  is 
poffibleby  art  to  help  nature  in  theperfeding  things- 
There  is  therefore  no  more  need  of  any  thing  than  of 
knowledge  ;  therefore  the  nature  of  metals  being 
known,  and  their  properties,  they  are  eafily  fepara¬ 
ted,  purged  and  perfeded. 

But  what  I  have  written  of  the  univerfal  medicine, 
I  have  done  for  the  aforefaid  caufes,  which  have 
made  me  believe  the  thing,  not  as  profeffor  of  the 
Art-  The  other  things  of  coloured  red  glaffes  and 
looking  glaffes  1  have  added,  becaufe  they  are  eafily 
prepared  by  this  furnace,  as  fometimes  neceffary  in 
fome  works.  Other  'things  of  the  handling  metals 
are  not  without  caufe  now  omitted,  which  happily 
may  befometime  delivered  in  another  place,  where¬ 
fore  now  we  end- 
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Of  the  Preparation  of  the  Furnace» 
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AS  concerning  this,  of  which,  though  I 
made  no  mention  in  the  Preface  ;  for 
it  was  not  my  Refolution  to  mention 
it  in  the  laft  Part,  becaufe  I  was  pur- 
pofed  only  to  treat  of  the  InftrumentSj 
as  well  earthen,  as  thofe  of  glafs,  and  alfo  of  the 
other  necelfary  things  belonging  to  thofe  four 
■  parts  preraifed ;  yet  1  am  willing  now  in  this  Part, 
(  which  I  have  judged  to  be  the  moft  convenient 
place  for  it ,  for  which  I  did  before  defign  ano- 
I  ther  )  to  difcover  the  wonderful  Nature  thereof, 
i  as  far  as  I  may  for  the  Studious  Artift’s  fake. 

'  And  although  I  khow  that  more  in  this  part ,  than 
I  in  all  my  other  writings,  efpecially  the  ignorant 
and  unskilful,  will  be  offended  •,  yet  I  will  not  there¬ 
fore  pafs  it  by  ,  perfwading  my  felf ,  that  by  this 
means  I  Ihall  do  a  w^ork,  that  will  be  moft  accep- 
!  table  to  the  fearchers  of  Art,  and  Nature-  .For 
j  1  do  devoutly  affirm.  That  this  is  the  ehoiceft  of 
all  my  fecrets  that  I  confide  in ,  in  which  I  have 
already  feen  wonderful  things,  hoping  that  the  Di- 
i  vine  Benedidtion  will  fome  time  or  other  be  ob- 
:  tained  upon  the  pradice  thereof.  And  as  for  the 
ftrudlure  of  it ,  much  cannot  be  faid  thereof,  be- 
caule  it  is  not  built  as  other  Furnaces  are,  but  it 
I  is  every  where  found  extrudted  by  Nature,  being 
ordained  for  no  other  works,  than  thofe  of  Na¬ 
ture  ,  viz,,  for  the  making  of  any  menji-rmm  that 
(hall  diffolve  gold,  filver,  and  all  other  metals,  and 
minerals  without  any  noife,  as  alfo  pretious,  and 
common  ftones,  and  alfo  glafles:  the  original  of 
which ,  is  the  original  of  the  Menflrimm.  Now 


what,  and  what  manner  of  Furnace  that  is ,  that 
produceth  this  Royal  Mefijirnum.,  (  corning  from 
the  Men mm  it  felf  )  and  that  eafily  without  any 
labour ,  you  may  eafily  conjedlure ,  that  it  is  not 
any  common  one,  by  the  help  whereof  other  things 
are  diftilled,  that  can  yield  fueh  z  Menftnmm  that 
is  not  corrofive :  which  certainly  is  not  any  com¬ 
mon  Menfirnumy  becaufe  there  is  but  this  one  Men- 
firmm  that  I  know^  which  doth  not  partake  of  any 
corrofive  quality,  that  doth  more  than  any,  or  all 
other  corrofive  waters  whatfoever.  For  all  corro- 
fives  whatfoever  they  are,  as  aqua  fortis,  aqua  regia^ 
fpirit  of  fait,  vitriol),  allome,  aud  nitre  cannot  to- ' 
getber,  and  at  once  diffolve  the  clofe  uniou  of  gold,* 
and  filver,  and  other  moft  hard  fubjedts,  that  can¬ 
not  be  diffolved  in  waters though  never  fo  cau* 
ftick.  . 

This  indeed  is  wonderful,  and  ftupendous,  that 
a  thing  every  where  found  moft  vile  and  bafe , 
ffiould  doe  fo  great  a  miracle:  I  know  not  what 
moved  me  to  write  of  it ,  knowing  that  I  fliall  in 
this  part  offend  not  pnely  the  wife  by  writing  fi-) 
openly,  but  alfo  the  ignorant  detractors,  and  flan- 
derers  that  will  accufc  me  of  fallity.  And  truly 
thefe  confiderations  might  juftly  have  deterred  me, 
but  that  I  knew  I  might  doe  a  good  work,  recall-  ' 
ing  many  from  their  errors :  For  many  are  per- 
fwaded  that  there  is  no  other  diffolving  MenFlruum^ 
befides  the  aforefaid  corrofive  fpirits  i  but  thofe  are 
Chymifts  that  are  ignorant  of  Nature  }  yet  the 
Philofophers  with  one  confent  fay,  that  thofe  cor¬ 
rofive  deftruflive  fpirits  make  a  fruitlefs  folution  of 
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metals*,  for  experience  teftifies,  that  the  folutions 
made  by  the  help  of  fortis^  and  and  O" 

ther  fpirits,  colour  the  hands,  being  that  which  a 
true  Philofophical  folution  doth  not ,  and  further¬ 
more,  teftifies ,  that  thofe,  •viz,,  which  colour  the 
hands,  are  not  to  be  reckon’d  among  the  true  Philo¬ 
fophical  folutions,  but  to  be  contemned  as  Malig¬ 
nant.  Wherefore  I  was  willing  to  write  thefe  things 
to  inftruft  thofe  that  erre.  Let  no  man  therefore 
perfwade  himfelf,  that  a  Men^rmim  fo  vile  and 
contemptible,  is  of  lefs  efficacy,  than  thofe  corro- 
five  fpirits-  I  my  felf  did  once  fcarce  believe,  that 
fo  great  Vertues,  could  be  in  fo  moft  vile  a  Mtn- 
until  I  had  experience  of  the  truth  in  good 

earneft. 

I  could  here  add  more  things  concerning  the 
original  of  the  univerfal  MenfirHHm  ,  which  is  fo 
contemptible,  which  doth  by  its  wonderful  powers 
and  vertues  difiolve  all  metals,  minerals  and  ftones 
radically  without  any  noife,  unites  and  fixeth  them  ; 
the  folution  whereof  doth  not  colour  the  ^  hand  ; 
the  conjundlion  is  infeparable,  and  the  fixation  in- 
combuftible^  I  fay,  I  could  add  more  things  con¬ 
cerning  it,  but  that  divers  inconveniences,  which 
by  this  means  1  might  incur,  as  alfo  the  envy  and 
hatred  of  others  do  deter  me.  For  although  arty 
one  doth  think  to  difcover  the  poffibility  of  Art, 
and  Nature  *,  yet  few  would  be  content  therewith, 
being  very  defirous  of  all  manner  of  revelation  ^ 
and  if  we  (hould  not  gratify  them,  we  Ihould  forth¬ 
with  incur  their  hatred  and  envy,  who  would  with: 
out  doubt  judge  otherwife  of  the  matter,  if  they 
had  but  any  experience  of  our  labours.  Be  thou 
therefore  (  courteous  Reader )  contented  with  this 
difcourfe,  that  fliews  thee  the  poffibility  of  Art  and 
Nature ;  and  diligently  feek  after  it  in  the  fear  of 
God ,  arid  without  doubt  thy  labour  lhall  not  be 
in  vain- 

Of  the  Building  of  the  Furnaces. 

HOw  thofe  Furnaces  of  the  firft  and  fecond  part 
are  to  be  built  and  made  of  Potters  Clay, 
and  Stones j  I  need  not  fay  much,  becaufe  there 
be  many  Books  extant ,  treating  of  this  matter 
fufficiently  \  yet  this  caution  is  to  be  obferved  in 
building  of  the  Furnaces,  viz.,  that  thofe  Furnaces, 
in  which  a  very  ftrong  fire  is  not  kindled  ,  need 
not  fo  ftrong  walls ,  as  thofe  in  which  we  diftil, 
fublime,  and  melt ,  with  a  moft  ftrong  fire.  And 
for  what  belongs  to  fubliming  and  diftilling  Furna: 
ces  ;  you  may  ercd  them  of  thofe  common  bricks 
which  are  made  of  the  beft  clay,  and  well  burnt, 
compaffing  them  about  with  very  ftrong  walls,  that 
they  may  the  longer  retain  the  heat :  or  elfe  you 
will  continually  have  fomething  to  do  in  mending 
them,  and  clofing  their  chinks ,  which  hinder  the 
regiment  of  fire.  Wherefore  they  muft  be  cora- 
pafled  about  with  iron  hoops ,  that  they  may  be 
durable  and  not  gape.  Now  what  concerns  the 
melting  Furnaces,  the  aforefaid  bricks  are  nOt  of 
ufe  in  the  building  of  them,  becaufe  they  not  be¬ 
ing  durable  melt  in  the  fire  *,  wherefore  you  muft 
make  other  bricks  of  a  very  good  earth  that  is 
fixed  in  the  Fire,  fuch  as  is  that  of  crucibles,  ^c. 
of  which,  afterwards  *,  which  are  to  be  made  in  a 
brazen  or  wooden  mould,  and  to  be  burnt,  and  it 
matters  not  whether  they  be  round  or  fquare ,  a 
regard  being  had  of  the  Furnace,  that  fix  or  eight 
of  them  make  one  courfe,  or  row.  But  you  need 


not  build  the  whole  Furnace  of  thofe  ftones,  for 
it  is  fufficient,  if  the  place  only,  where  the  coals 
ftill  lye,  be  made  of  them,  and  the  other  part  of 
the  Furnace  be  made  of  common  bricks. 

A  Lute  for  the  erecting  of  Furnaces. 

LUte  may  be  made  divers  wayes  for  this  bufi- 
nefs ;  for  men  prepare  their  Lute  feveral  wayes 
as  they  pleafe-  Some  mix  with  fifted  Potters  earthy 
the  beaten  hairs  of  Cows ,  Oxen,  Harts,  or  the 
chafFe  of  Barley,  Tow,  Flocks,  Horfedung,  and 
the  like,  that  hold  together  the  clay,  and  prevent 
chops ,  to  which  they  add  fbmetimes  fifted  fand, 
if  the  clay  be  too  fat ,  beating  the  mixture  toge¬ 
ther  with  water ,  and  bringing  it  to  a  juft  confi- 
ftence.  And  this  is  the  beft  mixture,  that  is  not 
fubjed  to  cleaving,  yet  weak,  becaufe  in  length  of 
time  the  hair  and  chaffe  are  burnt,  wherefore  the 
Furnace  becomes  thin  and  weak-  Many  leave  out 
combuftible  things,  and  mix  Potters  clay,  and  fand 
together ,  and  temper  them  with  brine ,  for  the 
making  of  their  Furnaces.  And  this  is  the  beft 
mixture,  becaufe  it  is  not  combuftible  as  the  other 
is,  neither  is  it  fubjed  to  cracking,  by  reafon  of 
the  fait :  and  for  this  purpofe ,  the  brine  of  fifii 
and  fait  flelh  doth  ferve,  and  is  very  good,  becaufe 
the  blood  helps  the  joining  of  them  together ;  but 
if  the  Cafut  mortuum  of  vitriol  or  Aqua  fortis,  be¬ 
ing  mollifyed,  be  mixed  with  Potters  clay  and 
fand  ,  you  go  a  better  way  to  work  :  for  this 
Lute  is  not  at  all  fubjed  to  cracking,  but  fixed  in 
the  fire  and  permanent.  With  this  Lute  are  Re¬ 
torts,  and  Gourds  very  well  luted,  and  coated,  al¬ 
fo  the  joints  of  Retorts ,  and  Receivers  clofed : 
this  being  mollifyed  with  a  wet  cloth  applyed  to 
it,  may  again  be  feparated,  and  taken  off,  as  that 
alfo  with  which  fait  is  mixed  :  but  the  other  Lutes 
that  want  fait  will  not  be  feparated,  by  reafon 
whereof  glaffes  oftentimes  are  broken.  Wherefore 
in  defed  of  the  Caput  mortuum  of  Vitriol,  temper 
the  clay  and  fand  with  brine :  But  many  mix  the 
filings  of  iron,  powdered  glafs,  flints,  Crc.  but  you 
need  not  them  for  the  building  of  the  Furnaces, 
but  only  for  the  coating  of  certain  glaffes  ufed  for 
feparation ,  and  diftillation,  becaufe  the  filings  of 
iron  being  helped  with  fait,  binds,  and  joins  toge¬ 
ther  moft  ftrongly. 

Of  the  clofing  of  the  Joints^  hindering  the  evaporation 
of  fubtle  Spirits. 

THe  aforefaid  Lute  is  fufficient  for  the  clofing 
of  the  Joints  of  the  firft  Furnace,  where  air 
is  not  kept  from  the  Spirits,  but  not  of  the  Vef- 
fels  of  the  fecond  Furnace,  where  moft  fubtle  Spi¬ 
rits  are  diftilled,  which  it  cannot  retain,  penetrat¬ 
ing  the  fame  with  the  lofs  of  the  better  part: 
wherefore  you  muft  make  choice  of  another  y  un- 
lefs  upon  the  other  being  well  dryed,  a  mixture 
made  of  quick  Lime,  moft  fubtilly  powdered ,  and 
Linfeed-oyl,  befmeared  over  with  a  pencil,  which  the 
porous  clay  attrading  to  it,  is  fortify ed,  fo  as  to 
to  be  able  to  retain  thofe  moft  fubtle  Spirits :  but 
this  Lute  can  hardly  be  feparated  again  ;  becaufe 
refufing  water,  it  cannot  be  mollifyed  wherefore 
the  clay  is  to  be  tempered  only  with  the  white  of 
eggs,  and  to  be  applyed  with  linnen  clouts :  but 
you  ’muft  prevent  the  burning  of  the  linnen ,  by 
reafon  of  the  extreara  heat  of  the  neck  of  the  Re-- 
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'  ceiver,  by  putting  between  an  iron  or  ftrong  glafs, 
viz,,  betwixt  the  receiver  and  the  retort-  The  joints 
alfo  may  be  clofed  with  oxe  bladders  wet  in  the 
white  of  eggs,  alfo  with  ftarch  tempered  with  wa¬ 
ter,  if  it  be  fometimes  applyed,  being  fmeared  on 
paper.  For  by  this  means  thofe  molt  fubtile  fpi- 
i-its  are  eafily  retained,  but  not  corrolive,  for  which 
life  the  cafnt  mortnmof  aqua  fortis  is  more  conveni¬ 
ent  which  after  it  is  dryed  mufl;  be  fmeared  over 
with  a  mixture  made  of  linfeed  oyl,  and  quick 
lime. 

And  divers  kinds  of  thefe  lutes  are  had  being  de-- 
ftined  to  divers  ufes. 

jinother  Lute  for  broken  Glajjes, 

IT  happens  fometimes  that  glafs  veflels,  as  recei¬ 
vers,  and  retorts,  hax^e  fome  cracks,  but  jOther- 
wife  are  whole  and  found ;  which  are  greater  in  thofe 
glalfes  that  do  again  fuffer  the  hfeat  of  the  Fire, 
wherefore  at  laft  the  glalfes  are  broken,  which  if  you 
will  prevent,  make  a  liniment  or  thin  lute  of  linfeed 
oyl,  quick  lime,  and  red  lead  ;  which  being  fmeered 
over  a  linnen  cloth  apply  to  the  crack,  upon  which 
being  dryed  apply  another :  but  if  the  crack  be  ve¬ 
ry  great,  you  may  apply  three  or  four  linen  cloths, 
for  the  greater  fafety  fake :  as  you  may  apply  the 
whites  of  egges  beaten  together,  upon  the  cracks 
with  linnen,  and  call  upon  it  quick  lime  lifted  very 
fine,  and  prefs  it  down  hard  with  your  hand  :  which 
being  done,  you  may  apply  over  them  more  linen 
clouts  wet  in  the  whites  of  eggs,  and  call:  upon  them 
quick  lime  again :  which  when  the  lute  is  well  dryed, 
retaines  the  fpirits,  but  fooner  fubjed  to  the  corro* 
lion  of  corrofive  fpirits  than  the  former. 

Note  well  that  quick  lime  is  not  to  be  mixed  with  ^ 
the  white  of  eggs,  and  fo  ufed  upon  linen  clouts,  as 
the  manner  of  fome  is ;  becaufe  the  whites  of  eggs 
acquire  a  hardnefs  from  the  lime  before  they  be  uni¬ 
ted,  and  therefore  cannot  ftick,  but  linen  clouts  wet 
Firft  therewith  before  the  quick  lime  be  call  upon 
them,  fo  that  the  lime  doth  not  immediately  touch 
the  glafs,  being  applyed  betwixt  two  linen  cloths. 

Hovff  thofe  futile  fpirits  when  they  are  ntade^  may  be  kept 
that  they  evaporate  not, 

THofe  glalfes  in  which  thofe  fpirits  are  kept  are 
for  the  moll  part  ftopt  with  cork,  or  wax,  up¬ 
on  which  afterward  bladders  are  bound :  which  Hop¬ 
ping  is  convenient  for  fome  fpirits,  that  do  not  prey 
upon  cork  or  wax :  For  all  corrolive  fpirits,  as  of  vis 
triol,  Allorae,  common  fait,  nitre,  &c.  corrode  cork  ^  ; 
and  lixivial  fpirits,  as  that  of  harts-horn,  tartar, 
fait  armoniack,  urin,  wine,  melt  wax,  and  pe¬ 
netrate  it. 

And  although  other  Hopples  might  be  made,  which 
might  retain  both  forts  of  fpirits,  yet  it  would  be 
tedious  and  laborious  to  open  thofe  fo  often,  and 
to  Hop  them  again.  Wherefore  I  have  found  out  a 
fit  kind  of  glalfes,  viz,,  of  fuch,  whofe  mouths  have 
diftindions,  and  are  fit  to  receive  their  covers  as  it 
appears  by  the  delineation.  fSce  the  firfi  fi^are^.  A- 
fignifies  the  cover  :  B.  the  glafs  containing  the  fpi- 
rit.  C.  a  drawer  by  the  help  whereof  the  fpirits  are  I 
taken  out  of  the  glafs,  when  there  is  occafion,  into  j 
the  diftindion  in  the  brim  of  the  mouth;  viz,.  ofi 
the  glafs  that  contains  the  fpirit,  is  put  quicklilver, 
and  upon  this  is  put  a  cover ;  this  being  done,  the 
Mercury  clofeth  the  joynts  of  both  glalfes  running 


in  the  brim,  fo  that  nothing  at  all  can  evaporate  ♦ 
for  the  fpirits  do  not  penetrate  the  Mercury,  unlefs 
they  be  very  corrofive  fa  thing  to  be  notedj  which 
then  in  procefs  of  time  turn  the  Mercury  into  wa¬ 
ter,  but  veryfeldom ;  and  then  the  Mercury  is  to  be 
renewed.  But  we  need  not  give  fo  much  honour  to 
corrolive  fpirits,  being  not  to  be  compared  to  thofe 
volatile  ones,  which  being  abftraded  from  corrofives 
not  prey  upon  Mercury  ^  and  muchlefs  than  thefe, 
do  lixivial  fpirits  corrode  Mercury  ;  and  for  the  fake 
of  thefe  were  thefe  glalles  invented,  by  the  help 
whereof  mofl:  fubtile  fpirits  are  without  any  lofs  of 
their  vertues,  if  you  pleale,  a  very  long  time  pre¬ 
fer  ved  and  kept-  And  becaufe  when  there  isocca! 
lion  the  fpirits  cannot  be  poured  forth  by  reafon  of 
the  Mercury  in  the  brim,  you  muil:  get  a  drawer 
like  to  that,  by  the  help  whereof  wine  is  taken  out 
of  the  velTel,  but  lelfer,  having  a  belly  with  a  little 
mouth  made  very  accurately-  This  being  let  down 
you  may  take  up  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  as  is  needful ;  > 
the  upper  orifice  whereof  being  Hopped  with  the  fin¬ 
ger  nothing  drops  out ;  being  put  into  a  lelfer  glafs 
is  thence  poured  forth  for  yourufe.  Then  you  muH 
again  cover  the  remainder  of  the  fpirit  that  is  in  the 
glafs,  and  as  oft  as  is  needful  take  out  with  that  draw¬ 
er  as  much  as  is  ufeful.  And  this  is  the  beH  way  by 
which  the  moH  fubtile  fpirits  are  retained ;  which  alfo 
are'very  well  retained  in  thofe  glalfes,  whofe  Hoples 
are  of  glafs  fmoothed  with  grinding.  But  this  is 
a  more  coHly  way  of  keeping  in  fpirits,  and  it  is  done 
after  this  manner. 

Huw  glafs  floppies  are  to  be  fmoothed  by  grinding  for  the 
retaining  of  fpirits  in  their  glafs  veflels, 

FIrHof  all  order  the  matter  fo  that  you  have  glafs 
bottles  of  feveral  forts,  fome  greater,  fome  lef- 
fer,  with  Hrong  necks,  and  mouths,  with  their  glafs 
Hopples,  which  being  fmoothed  by  grinding  Ihut  the 
orifice  of  the  bottle  very  clofe:Now.  they  are  fmoothed 
thus.  Put  the  Hopples  in  the  turn,  being  fetor  faHned 
in  fome  wood,  bring  it  into  a  round  lhape,  then  being 
moiHnedwith  Smiris,  and  water  mixed  together,  let 
it  be  put  to  the  mouth  of  the  bottle,  fo  as  to  be  turn¬ 
ed  round  in  the  mouth  of  the  bottle,  which  you  muH 
often  take  away  from  the  Hopples  being  faHened  to 
the  turn,  for  the  oftner  moiHening  of  it,  which  is 
with  that  mixture  of  prepared  Smiris  and  water, 
with  the  help  of  a  pencil,  or  feather ;  and  that  fo 
often  and  fo  long,  until  the  Hopple  Hop  the  mouth  of 
the  bottle  moH  clofely  :  which  being  done,  you  wipe 
off  the  Smiris  with  a  lint  from  the  Hopples  and  mouth 
of  the  bottle,  then  fmeer  over  the  Hopple  with  a 
liniment  made  of  fome  fine  walked  earth,  and  wa¬ 
ter,  or  oyl,  and  again  turn  it  round  in  the  mouth 
of  the  bottle,  and  often  fmear  it  over  with  this  frefli 
mixture,  until  the  Hopple  be  raoH  exactly  fmooth¬ 
ed,  which  afterward  is  to  be  tyed  to  its  proper  bot¬ 
tle  •,  the  fame  alfo  is  to  be  underHood  concerning  the 
reH,  that  one  may  not  be  taken  for  an  other,  &c. 
And  that  you  may  not  need  to  take  away  fo  much 
from  the  Hopples,  and  bottles,  get  fome  copper 
moulds  made  for  the  Hopples,  which  Hopples  muH: 
be  taken  whileH  they  be  yet  warm,  foft,  and  new 
drawn  from  the  furnace,  that  they  may  be  made  of 
a  juH  roundnefs,  as  alfo  other  copper  moulds.  Which 
muH  be  put  into  the  mouths  of  the  bottles,  whileH 
they  be  yet  hot  and  foft,  for  the  better  making  of 
them  round,  whereby  afterwards  the  Hopple  may 
more  eafily,  and  quickly  become  fit  to  Hop  the 
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mouths  of  the  bottles  very  clofe7  (as  for  example : 

is  the  (topple,  F.  theglafs  or  bottlej  if  thou  know- 
eft  how  to  order  them  rightly,  they  will  quickly  and 
eafily  fit  one  the  other. 

In  defied  of  a  turn,  proceed  after  the  following 
manner,  which  is  flow,  yet  fafe,  becaufe  in  a  turn  the 
glafles,  oftentimes  waxing  hot  are  broken  by  reafon 
of  the  over  great  haft  •,  and  it  is  thus,  make  an  iron 
or  wooden  receptacle  fit  to  receive  the  glafs  bottle, 
which  being  covered  about  with  linen,  and  put  in, 
join  both  parts  of  the  receptacle  warily  and  fo fitly, 
with  the  help  of  a  fcrew,  that  the  bottle  be  not  bro¬ 
ken,  and  that  that  inftrument,  or  receptacle  of  the 
bottle  being  faftened  to  a  form  with  the  help  of  the 
fcrew,  cannot  be  moved.  Afterwards  caufe  that 
nother  wooden  inftrument  be  made  for  the  ftopple(as 
for  example,  the  ftopple  with  its  receptacle  F.  the 
bpttle  with  its  receptablc )  that  may  be  feparated  in 
the  middle,  and  be  again  reunited  with  a  fcrew  af¬ 
ter  the  putting  in  of  the  ftopple,  which  being  fmee- 
red  over  with  the  aforefaid  mixture  o^f  mns  and  wa¬ 
ter,  take  the  inftrument  with  both  hands,  and  put 
the  ftopple  round  about  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  and 
grind  it  round  upon  the  other,  as  Wine  Coopers 
are  ufed  to  do  in  fmoothing  the  taps  *,  and  that  fo 
long  until  the  ftopple  be  fit  for  the  bottle  ^  then  rei- 
tereate  the  fame  labour  with’the  earth  rnpo/zj,  until  it 
be  compleated and  it  will  ftop  as  well  as  a  ftopple 
made  by  the  help  of  a  turn  the  fecond  at/d  third 
Figures  before  the  fourth  part.'] 

After  this  manner  alfo  you  muft  work  thofe  greater 
glafs  receivers  of  the  firft  furnace,  that  without 
luting  they  maybeclofed.  Stopples  alfo  of  vials  or 
Boltheads  for  fixation  may  be  wrought  after  this  man= 
ner,  which  in  ftead  of  luting  may  be  put  into  the 
mouths  of  the  vials,  upon  which  are  put  caps  of  lead  ; 
by  which  means  in  cafe  of  neceflity  they  may  be  lifted 
up,  in  cafe  the  fpirits  by  too  ftrong  a  fire  be 
ftirred  up  and  ratified,  by  reafon  of  the  danger  the 
glafles  are  in  to  be  broken,  and  may  again  fall  down 
into  the  mouths  of  the  bottles  being  prefled  down 
with  the  leaden  caps,  and  fo  ftop  clofe  again. _  And 
this  way  of  ftopping  is  better  then  that  which  is  done 
with  cork,  wax,  fulphur,  and  other  things :  becaufe 
in  cafe  the  fire  be  not  well  governed,  and  by  confe- 
quence  an  errour  is  committed,  you  may  preferve 
your  glaffes  by  lifting  up  of  the  floppies,  viz.,  when 
the  fpirits  are  too  much  ftirred  up.  And  although 
this  be  a  better  way  of  ftopping  than  the  other  com¬ 
mon  way  i  yet  that  which  follows  is  better  then  this, 
whereby  the  fpirits  are  eafily  retained,  the  giafles  be¬ 
ing  preferved,  and  without  all  danger  of  being  bro¬ 
ken.  And  it  is  thus,  viz,,  get  a  glafs  pipe  to  be  made 
crooked  according  to  the  figure  fet  down,  into  the 
belly  whereof  is  quickfilver  to  be  put  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce,  or  thereabouts,  and  let  this  pipe 
which  hath  a  belly  be  put  into  the  vial  containing  the 
matter  to  be  fixed  (as  for  example-  the  pipe  with 
a  belly,  S.  is  the  vial,  and  again  C.  fignifies  the  afore¬ 
faid  leaden  cap  with  the  neck  of  the  vial  X>.)the  joints 
whereof  afterwards  areto  be  covered  over  with  lute, 
and  the  vial  will  never  be  in  danger  of  being  broken- 
See  the  fourth  Figure. 

Thefe  forefaid  ways  of  ftopping  are  the  beft,  by 
which  the  breakings  of  glafles  are  prevented,  viz.. 
whileft  men  are  in  an  errour  about  the  fixing  of  fpis 
rits  of  falts,  minerals  and  metals,  which  although 
they  are  fixed  with  great  cofts  and  labours,  yet  do 
not  fatisfie  what  is  promifed  and  expe(fted,  becaufe 
thofe  kinds  of  fixations  are  violent  and  forced,  and 
by  confequence  contrary  to  nature ;  but  in  the  profi- 


\h  Pan  of  Part  I. 

table  fixation  of  fpirits,  not  fo,  where  we  muft  fob 
low  Nature,  and  not  commit  our  felves  to  fortune 
in  our  labours.  For  only  fools  are  wont  to  break 
their  glalTes  in  their  fuppofed  tindture  •,  but  Philo- 
fophers  not  fo  •,  for  every  violent  thing  is  an  enemy  to 
Nature  •  and  all  the  operations  of  Nature  are  fpon- 
taneous.  They  erre  therefore,  and  never  fliall  come 
unto  their  delired  end,  who  attempt  violent  fixati¬ 
ons-  I  cannot  be  perfwaded  that  bodies  dead,  or  half 
dead  can  be  fo  mixed  together  as  to  multiply  :  but 
1  could  eafily  believe  that  the  conjundlion  of  male 
and  female  of  one  and  the  fame  fpecies,  found  and 
nouriihed  with  found  and  wholefome  meats  to  be  na¬ 
tural,  and  to  make  a  fpontaneous  propagation,  and 
mulMplication  of  their  fpecies- •,  viz.,  of  thofe  that 
endure  in  a  good,  and  adverfe  fortune,  in  life,  and 
dcatii  j  but  the  conjundlion  of  dead  things,to  be  dead, 
and  barren.  Do  but  confider  how  many  and  various  ■ 
inftruments  both  gold,  filver,  copper,  iron,  tin,  and 
lead as  alfo  earthen,  glafs,  ftone,  and  other  veflels 
of  other  materials  have  been  already  invented, -and 
found  out  for  the  fixing  of  Mercury  alone  with  gold 
and  filver,  but  in  vain,  becaufe  they  have  no  mutual 
affinity.  For  although  Mercury  adheres  to  metals,  or 
metals  to  it, '  yet  that  is  not  by  reafon  of  any  affini¬ 
ty  for  multiplication,  or  perfection  fake  :  for  it  ap* 
pears  by  experience  that  Mercury  flies  away  in  the  fire, 
and  leaves  the  gold,  filver  and  other  metals.  Where 
it  is  clear  that  they  have  no'  mutual  affinity  requilite 
for  the  multiplication  of  metals,  nor  is  iteverpoffi- 
ble  :  For  they  that  have  a  mutual  affinity  embrace  one 
the  other  and  abide  together ‘for^ever,  although  vo¬ 
latile,  yet  never  leave  one  the  other,  like  gold  and 
Mercury,  when  they  are  united  together  with  the 
ftrongeft  bond,  fo  that  they  can  never  be  feparated 
although  with  the  ftrongeft  Fire.  Wherefore  a  great 
care  is  to  be  had  in  the  fixation  of  things  joined  toge¬ 
ther  j  which  if  they  have  a  mutual  affinity,  will  em¬ 
brace  and  retain  one  the  other,  without  the  help 
of  any  curious  glafles  with  long  necks-  Of  which 
things  if  thou  art  ignorant,  abftain  from  medling 
with  them,  as  being  more  hurtful  then  profitable,  as 
dayly  experience  both  mine  own,  and  others  do  wit», 
nefs.  But  that  thou  mayft  the  better  underftand 
what  things  have  a  mutual  affinity  one  with  the  other : 
attend  a  little  to  what  I  ffiall  fay. 

Is  not  he  to  be  laughed  at  for  his  folly  who  will 
pour  rain,  or  common  water  on  gold,  filver,  and  o- 
ther  metals  to  fix  them  ?  See  therefore  the  unwife 
actions  of  many  covetous  Alchymifts  in  fo  hard  a 
matter,  that  fpend  their  time  in  trifles,  reaping  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  they  have  fowed,  and  at  laft  leave 
off  their  work  which  they  have  undertaken,  after 
they  have  expended  much  coft,  and  fpent  their  la¬ 
bour  in  ftenches,  watchings,  and  cares.  For  I  have 
oftentimes  feen  thofe,  that  although  they  have  not 
chofen  common  water  for  their  menftrimm.^  yet  have 
made  choice  of  A/^j-dew,  fnow  or  rain  gathered  in 
March,  and  water  diftilled  out  of  Noftock,  or  ex¬ 
crement  of  Stars  ;  vegetables  and  animals  for 
their  folvent,  in  which  they  have  loft  their  la¬ 
bour. 

For  as  the  radical  union  of  the  aforefaid  things 
with  metals  is  impofllble :  fo  never  is  any  good  to 
be  produced  from  thence,'by  reafon  of  their  diffe¬ 
rence.  And  fuch  may  defervedly  be  compared  to 
thofe,  who  afeending  a  very  high  ladder  that  hath 
many  fteps,  doe  prefently  endeavour  to  fly  from 
the  lowermoft  to  the  uppermoft ;  which  is  a  thing- 
impoffible :  fo  neither  can  there  be  any  conjunction 
of  things  that  do  fo  much  differ.  But  as  any  one 
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may  eafily  afcend  the  higheft  ftep  by  degrees,  fo 
alfo  any  one  may  (  which  yet  he  need  not  do^ 
join  together  extreams,  by  adding  firft  a  thing  that 
is  moft  near  to  one  of  the  extreams ,  and  then  to 
this  another  next  to  it,  and  fo  by  confequence,  un¬ 
til  you  come  to  the  other  extreani,  w'hich  is  a  thing 
that  requires  a  very  long  time,  and  is  a  work 
without  profit.  And  if  things  be  joined  together 
that  have  the  next  affinity ,  the  one  will  be  de¬ 
lighted  in  the  other,  and  the  one  will  embrace  the 
other,  will  overcome,  and  retain  it.  As  for  ex¬ 
ample,  there  is  a  certain  fait,  and  that  only,  that 
can  coagulate,  and  turn  into  a  body  like  to  it  felf, 
even  common  water,  which  can  be  fixed  in  a  very 
little  time,  with,  and  by  one  only  certain  mineral, 
which  is  very  volatile.  Minerals  alfo  may  be  fix¬ 
ed  by  metals ,  and  metals,  (  a  thing  which  I  ne¬ 
ver  yet  tryed  )  by  a  certain  thing  more  excellent 
than  metals,  without  all  doubt.  But  therefore  it 
is  needful  in  the  fixation  of  minerals  to  begin  with 
i  the  coagulation  of  water,  whereby  it  is  turned  in: 

1  to  fait ;  and  this  afterward  into  a  mineral which 
;  would  be  too  tedious  *,  but  it  is  fufficient  to  begin 
i  in  things  moft  near ,  in  which  nature  hath  begun 
to  operate,  but  hath  left  imperfeft  3  for  then  there 
is  hope  of  gain,  if  contrary  things  are  not  joined 
together,  elfe  not.  Behold  how  ready  Nature  is 
at  hand  to  help  any  thing  that  is  adminiftred  to 
it,  which  it  can  help:  as  for  example,  make  fait 
i  of  calcined  Tartar  by  the  help  of  folution  and  co- 
!  agulation  (  but  do  not  take  that  for  it,  of  which 
a  little  before  mention  hath  been  made,  which  is 
far  better  than  fait  ol"  Tartar)  of  which  after  it 
is  calcined,  obferve  the  weight ;  upon  which  after¬ 
wards  pour  half  the  weight  of  meft  pure  rain  wa¬ 
ter  diftilled  to  avoid  the  fufpition  of  impurity; 
i  then  draw  off  the  water  gently  in  Balneo^  or  Sand, 

I  wljiich  again  pour  upon  the  remaining  fait  of  Tar- 
j  tar,  and  again  draw  it  off;  this  do  fo  often  as  is 
'  needful,  until  all  the  water  be  confumed.  Which 
I  being  done,  take  out  the  fait,  and  weigh  it,  being 
I  firft  made  red  hot  in  the  Fire,  and  thou  ffialt  find 
!  it  to  be  increafed  in  weight,  which  increafe  came 
from  the  water,  and’ not  elfewhere. 

Note  well  that  the  cohobation  of  the  water  is 
to  be  reiterated  often  upon  the  fait  of  Tartar. 

;  Obferve,  that  by  this  means,  the  water  is  conver- 
j  tible  into  fait  by  Art,  ^c.  And  if  thou  doft  not 
believe  the  converfion  of  things  material  and  cor¬ 
poreal  ,  how  wilt  thou  believe  the  converfion  of 
things  immaterial,  as  of  the  Sun,  and  Fire  into  a 
material  fixed  fubftance ;  of  which  thing  ,  fome- 
thing  (hall  be  treated  in  our  Treatife  of  Aurum  po~ 
tabilcj  and  more  at  large  afterwards  in  a  Treatife 
De  G(neratione  Metallwum^  if  God  permit:  For 
:  you  muft  know  that  the  circulation  of  the  Ele¬ 
ments  ,  and  things  elementated,  vtz^.  how  one  is 
converted  into  another;  and  how  they  nouriffi  and 
cherilh  one  the  other :  as  for  example,  the  Earth 
yields  Water,  the  Water  Air,  the  Air  Fire,  and 
the  Fire  again  Earth ;  which  if  it  be  pure,  yields 
pure  Earth.  But  that  thou  maift  underftand  aright 
how  any  thing  to  be  fixed,  may  be  retained  by  a- 
nother,  by  reafon  of  affinity,  obferve  the  following 
example.  The  Husbandman  calling  feed  into  the 
Earth  for  to  multiply,  doth  not  choofe  any  Earth, 
but  that  which  is  convenient  for  multiplication, 
an  Earth  that  is  neither  too  dry,  nor  too 
moift ;  for  the  Seed  call  in  fand  cannot  grow,  but 
is  loft :  For  whatfoever  is  to  be  preferved ,  is  to 


be  preferved  by  an  equal  temper ;  which,  by  how- 
much  it  is  more  equal  or  like,  fo  much  the  more 
perfeft  fubftance  it  doth  produce.  Humidity  there¬ 
fore  being  neceffarily  requifite  for  the  growth  of 
vegetables,  without  which,  they  can  neither  grow, 
nor  multiply ,  but  the  feed  being  call  into  moift 
fand  ,  and  the  Rayes  of  the  Sun  ading  upon  the 
fand,  and  fuddenly  confuming  the  humidity  there¬ 
of,  whence  follows  the  burning  up  of  the  feed  irt 
the  dry  fand  ,  becaufe  there  was  no  affinity  be¬ 
twixt  the  water ,  and  fand ;  without  which ,  the 
water  could  not  be  retained  by  the  fand,  and  con- 
fequently,  the  feed  deprived  of  its  nutriment ;  it 
follows  necefiarily,  that  fome  medmm  be  required, 
or  bond  joining  and  binding  the  rain ,  and  fand ; 

fait,  by  the  help  whereof,  the  rain  water  is 
retained  by  the  fand,  that  it  be  not  fo  eafily  con- 
fumed  by  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

The  fand  therefore  retains  the  fait,  and  the  fait, 
the  rain  water  for  the  nutrition  of  the  bud ;  but 
every  fait  is  not  convenient  for  this  bufinefs }  for 
although  Chrift  faith,  Luk^  Chap.  14,  Verfe  the  laft, 
that  earth  without  ftilt  is  barren ;  yet  any  com¬ 
mon  lalt  is  not  to  be  underftood  thereby :  f 
more  de  Natura  Salium.  3  for  fome  falts ,  as  com¬ 
mon  fait,  fait  of  Vitriol,  Allome,  &c.  do  not  only 
not  do  good,  but  do  hurt  to  Vegetables,  hindering 
by  reafon  of  their  drynefs  their  growth  and  in¬ 
creafe.  Now  lixivial  falts  promote  them  ,  that 
which  Country  -  men  do  better  underftand  ,  than 
our  fuppofed  Philofophers :  for  they  know  how  to 
help  their  barren  ground  with  the  excrements  of 
Animals  •,  which  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  lixivial  fait 
mixed  with  fulphur,  making  the  earth  fat  and  fer¬ 
tile.  And  by  this  means  a  vehiculum  ( rather  a 
bond  )  is  adminiftred  to  the  rain  water ,  that  it 
may  the  lefs  be  confumed  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun. 
Moreover,  all  feed  (  confifting  in  a  lixivial  fait  and. 
fulphur  )  loves  its  like ,  from  whence  it  borrows 
its  Nutriment,  which  is  obferved  but  by  a  few 
Learned  or  Unlearned.  Husband  -  Men  may  well 
be  excufed  of  their  ignorance,  becaufe  they  work 
only  out  of  Ufe  and  Cuftome.  But  others  that 
bear  the  Title  of  Learning  not  fo  ;  whofe  Duty 
it  is  to  Render  a  reafon  of  Germination ,  who 
may  defervedly  be  Affiamed  of  their  Ignorance  , 
being  lefs  knowing  than  Husband  -  Men.  It  is 
manifeft,  that  Dung  makes  the  Earth  Fruitful ; 
but  how,  and  for  what  reafon,  not  fo ;  but  if  it 
did  want  nitrous  fait,  it  would  neither  make  it 
Fertile,  nor  promote  Germination;  for  it  is  not  un¬ 
known,  that  Nitre  is  made  out  of  the  excrements 
of  Animals.  The  goodnefs  therefore  of  the  dung 
confifts  only  in  the  lixivial  fait  contained  in  it,  and 
not  in  the  ftraw. 

But  you  will  ask  perhaps,  why  doth  not  any  other 
fait  help  Germination  ?  Why  is  the  fait  of  dung 
required  to  Germination,  and  no  other  ?  We  have 
already  anfwered  that,  like  are  helped  with  like; 
and  contraries  are  deftroyed  by  contraries :  For 
experience  doth  teftify,  that  every  feed  confifts  in 
a  lixivial  fait  and  fulphur ,  and  not  in  any  acid 
fait ;  wherefore  alfo  it  doth  defire  and  embrace  its 
like.  Let  him  therefore,  tfi^t  will  not  believe  it, 
make  tryal  of  the  diftillation  of  the  feed  of  any 
vegetable ;  of  which,  let  him  force  over  a  pound 
by  a  retort ;  and  he  ftiall  fee  by  experience,  that 
not  an  acid  fpirit,  but  a  flegm  together  with  plen¬ 
ty  of  oyl,  and  volatile  fait  whitening  ^  the  whole 
Receiver,  comes  over ;  being  that  which  no  root 
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or  llalk  can  do:  for  the  chiefeft  vertue,  odoor, 
and  taft  of  vegetables,  animals,  and  minerals  is 
found  in  the  feed,  in  which  thing  provident  Na¬ 
ture  hath  done  very  well,  whileft  Ihe  attributes  the 
chiefeft  faculties  to  the  feed,  being  more  obnox  ous 
to  injuries  then  the  reft,  which  is  alfo  pre  er  , 
nourilhedi  and  cherilhed  by  its  like. 

Now  this  difcourfe  which  might  otherwile  have 
been  omitted,  wastherefoteapi»inted,  thatthecaule 
of  the  germination  of  vegetables  might  he  made  the 
more  manifeft  i  and  that  what  things 
fnoken  of  the  attradion,  and  fixation  of  all  things 
might  the  better  be  underftood.  The  germination 
therefore,  and  multiplication  of  both  minerals,  ve- 
cetabies  and  animals  mufl;  be  fpontaneousy  an  no 

forced,  as  is  that  barren  and  fruftraneous  of  the  talle 

Chymifts,  becaufe  preternatural.  Wherefore  when 
von  fix  anv  thing  be  cautious  m  the  adding  oi  any 
thing  tha/fhould  retain  it,  with  which  noting  can 
be  fixed  Fire  indeed  doth  always  do  its  office ;  but 
it  knows  not  how  to  help  any  preternatural  thing-, 
which  it  doth  wholly  deftroy,  agamfl:  which  nothing 
can  be  prevalent,  unlefs  it  be  rightly  ordained  ac¬ 
And  thus  much  is  fpoken  for  inftruaion  fake,  to 
thee  that  intendeft  to  fix  any  thing,  left  otherwife 
thou  lofeft  thy  labour. 

Of  the  of  the  heft  cntciblet. 

THe  beft  crucibles  that  are  requifite  for  the  fourth 
furnace,  not  being  found  in  every  place,  1 
thought  it  worth  while  to  fet  down  the  manner  of 
making  them:  for  I  am  not  ignorant  how  oftentimes 
many  for  wantof  thefe  are  conftrained  to  be  con¬ 
tent  with  thofe  that  are  ufelefs,  andtruly  with  great 
lofs  of  metals,  whileft  the  crucibles  are  broken  m 
the  fire, and  confequently  with  atedioufnefs  in  drawing 
them  out  of  the  afhes. 

Chymifts  have  been  in  a  great  errour  a  long  time, 
and  not  only  they  but  alfo  goldfoiiths,  and  they  that 
feparate  metals,  as  alfo  others  that  need  the  help  of 
cr^ibles,  who  perfwade  themfelves  that  the  beft 
earth  that  is  fit  to  make  tl^  beft  crucibles  is  to  be 
found  no  where  but  in  Haffi^  ;  and  therefore  with 
great  charges  have  caufed  that  Gibfenfian  crucibles 
be  brought  over  *,  not  conlidering  that  almoft  in  e- 
verv  place  in  Germany  fuch  earth  is  to  be  found,which 
indeed  is  a  very  great  folly  of  men,  proceeding  from 
the  not  knowing  of  good  earth  which  is  to  be  found 
almoft  every  where-  1  do  not  deny  but  that  the 
earth  of  Haffta  is  very  good  for  crucibles,  tyles,  re¬ 
torts,  and  other  veftels  which  areto  be  fet  in  a  ve* 
ry  great  Fire,  for  which  caufe  alfo  is  commended 
Gibfenfian,  and  Waldburgenfian  crucibles. 

A  few  years  fince  fome  have  made  their  crucibles, 
and  other  vefFels  that  will  endure  the  fire_  well,  of 
earth  brought  out  of  En^Und-,  and  France  into  HoL 
land-,  which  have  retained  metals  very  well  in  the  fire, 
but  not  falts,  becaufe  they  are  too  porous  and  not  fo 
compaft  as  thofe  of  wherefore  thofe  of 

fia  are  ftill  preferred  before  others,  retaining  better, 
metals,  and  falts.  But  although  this  earth  be  brought 
from  thence  to  other  places,  yet  fuch  ftrong  cruci¬ 
bles  could  not  be  made  thereof,  the  caufe  whereof 
being  not  the  conftitution  of  the  air,  and  place  to 
which  fome  have  falfely.  imputed  it,  but  an  e^or 
in  the  making  and  burning  of  them-  For  in  TlaJ- 
fu  there  is  a  great  abundance  of  wood,  of  which 
there  is  nofparing  in  the  burning  the  crucibles  even 


to  a  ftony  hardnefs,  which  could  not  be  done  by  a  fmai 

Fire  of  turffes.  .  .  ,  . 

The  like  errour  is  committed  about  ftone  pots,  and 
other  vefi'els  which  arc  made  at  Frecheminm  znd  St- 
hurgitSj  and  other  places  near  Colen^  which  are  cai- 
ryed  almoft  through  all  Europe,  the  goodnefs  where= 
of  is  afcribed  only  to  the  earth,  and  not  to  t  he  mak¬ 
ing.  But  now  experience  hath  taught  us  that  any 
good  earth  doth  become  ftony  in  a  violent  fire,  with¬ 
out  refpefl  of  the  place  where  it  is  taken.  Where¬ 
fore  it  is  very  probable,  being  a  thing  poffible,  that 
fuch  veflels  are  made  elfewhere :  for  every  earth  be¬ 
ing  burnt  retaining  a  white  colour,  viz.,  with  an 
indifferent  Fire,  makes  pots,  and  crucibles  porous, 
but  with  a  ftronger,  and  with  a  longer  delay,  com- 
padt  like  glafs,  efpecially  if  common  fait  be  caft  in 
a  plentiful  manner  upon  thera,being  burnt  with  a  very 
ftrong  fire,  becaufe  it  addes  to  them  being  very  well 
burnt  within  an  external  glafy  fmoothnefs,  by  whicn 
means  they  will  be  the  better  able  to  letain  fpirits 
in  the  Fire.  Wherefore  let  no  man  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  making  the  forefaid  veffels  of  any  other 
earth  that  is  white  in  burning,  with  the  help  of  a 
very  ftrong  Fire :  which  by  how  much  the  greater 
whitenefs  it  gets  in  burning,  by  fo  much  the  better 
and  excellent  pots  it  makes  i  and  feeing  there  is  a 
great  difference  of  making  crucibles  to  be  fet  in  the 
Fire,  and  of  ftone  pots  retaining  liquid  things,  I  ffiall 
fhew  the  manner  of  making  both,  viz.,  of  ftone  pots 
belonging  tothefirft  and  fecond  furnace,  and  of  cru¬ 
cibles  to  the  fourth,  and  thus  it  is- 

He  that  will  try  the  goodnefs  of  white  and  pure 
earth,  viz.,  whether  it  grows  ftony  in  the  fire,  let 
him  caft  a  peice  of  crude  earth  of  the  bignefs  of  a  hens 
egge  into  a  very  ftrong  Fire,  obferving  vyheiher  it 
doth  quickly  or  flowly  cleave  and  break  in  pieces  *, 
which  if  it  doth  not  cleave  and  become  po^vder,  al¬ 
though  it  may  have  fome  cracks,  is  good  earth,  and 
fit  for  burning,  if  fo  be  the  mixture  be  well  made,  m 
which  lys  the  art. 

The  earth  that  is  to  be  burnt,  for  pots,  receivers, 
and  bottles,  needs  no  other  preparation  then  that  for 
bricks,  which  becaufe  for  the  moft  part  it  is  too  fat, 
you  muft  mix  with  it  clean  lifted  fufible  fand,  tread 
it  with  your  feet,  and  knead  it  with  your  hands  be-- 
fore  veffels  be  made  thereof ;  which  being  made  are 
to  be  dryed  in  tht  heat  of  the  Sun,  or  m  fome  other 
warm  place ;  and  being  dryed  are  to  be  burnt  in  a 
very  ftrong  Fire  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  four  or 
thirty  hours,  on  which  in  the  mean  time  you  may  caft 
fait  if  you  pleafe,  which  being  thus  burnt  do  like 
glafs  retain  eafily  all  liquid  things-  But  let  ffim  that 
makes  crucibles,  tyles,  bricks  and  other  veffels  ap¬ 
pointed  for  a  very  ftrong  Fire,  ufe  inore  diligence  m 
the  making  of  them.  And  truly  firft  he  muft  beat 
very  fmall  with  a  wooden  hammer,  the  earth  being 
dryed  well  in  the  Sun,  or  elfewhere,  and  being 
beaten  fearfe  it  through  a  great  fearfe,  and  to  one 
part  of  the  fifted  earth  mix  two,  three,  or  four 
mrts  (the  fatnefs  of  the  earth  being  confidered)  of 
the  earth  burnt  in  a  potters  furnace,  and  powdered, 
which  being  mixed  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  wa¬ 
ter  he  muft  tread  with  his  feet,  and  afterwards  knead 
with  his  hands,  and  the  earth  will  be  prepared  for 
the  making  of  veffels,  and  when  he  makes  crucibles 
and  tefts,  let  him  provide  for  wooden  moulds  both 
greater  and  fmaller,  made  in  a  turn,  hy  the  help 
whereof  they  may  be  made,  for  the  aforefaid  vellels 
cannot  be  formed  by  the  ufual  art  of  the  potters , 
becaufe  the  matter  of  them  muft  be  very  lean,  ap- 
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pointed  for  a  moft  ftrong  fire  •,  wherefore  common¬ 
ly  they  are  made  by  the  help  of  moulds  after  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner. 

Let  a  piece  of  the  prepared  earth  be  applyed  with 
your  hands  to  the  mould,  which  you  muft  hold  in 
one  hand,  applyingand  fitting  the  earth  thereto  with 
the  other,  or  hold  it  with  your  legs,  that  the  earth 
may  be  applyed  with  both  your  hands.  Alfo  you 
mull  firft  rub  the  mould  very  well  with  clean  lifted 
fand,  for  elfe  the  earth  will  fo  ftick  to  the  wooden 
mould,  that  a  crucible  can  fcarce  be  taken  off  with¬ 
out  danger,  which  being  done,  it  is  further  fitted 
by  ftriking  it  with  a  wooden  inftruraent  fmoothed 
for  the  purpofe,  by  which  means  the  crucible  lyes 
very  exactly  upon  the  mould,  for  by  this  means 
crucibles  are  made  very  ftrong  ;  which  being 
done  alfo  let  the  crucible  be  taken  off,  and  fet  up¬ 
on  a  board,  and  be  dryed,  firft  in  the  air,  then  by 
the  heat  of  the  fire,  or  fun,  and  then  be  burned  in 
the  firft  chamber  of  our  fourth  furnace,  or  in  a  pot¬ 
ters  furnace.  And  if  you  intend  only  to  melt  me¬ 
tals  and  not  fa  Its,  you  need  not  burn  the  ctucibles 
if  they  be  well,  and  exadly  made. 

Now  this  caution  is  to  be  obferved  in  melting  by 
the  help  of  crucibles  not  burnt,  that  you  muft  give 
fire  above  by  little  and  little,  for  fear  of  breaking  the 
crucibles  feeling  a  fuddain  heat* 

Now  that  they  may  be  made  equal  in  ftrength, 
weight,  and  thicknefs,  you  muft  weigh  one  crucible 
rightly  made  by  the  help  of  the  mould  in  one  fcale, 
and  a  piece  of  the  prepared  earth,  which  is  to  be  put 
into  the  other  fcale,  nnd  if  they  be  equal  in  weight, 
take  out  that  piece,  and  put  in  another  ;  and  this  do 
fo  often,  till  you  be  come  to  the  number  of  the  cru¬ 
cibles  which  you  would  have  made :  By  this  means 
they  are  made  equal,  and  you  need  not  cut  off  any 
overplus  of  the  earth  when  it  is  fitted  to  the  mould, 
becaufe  all  are  made  equal,  by  reafon  of  the  equal 
weight  of  the  matter  of  each  of  them,  and  the  work 
is  fooner  done  then  otherwift. 

This  indeed  is  the  beft  way  but  tedious  and  labo¬ 
rious,  wherefore  confidering  the  matter  a  little  more 
ferioully,  I  found  at  laft  that  the  following  way  is  far 
better  than  the  former ;  whereby  not  only  ftronger 
crucibles  are  made,  but  alfo  more  in  one  hour,  then 
in  that  former  common  way  in  three  or  four.  Where 
firft,  the  mould  is  made  of  latten  (on  which  I  advife 
you  to  apply  the  earth)  fignihed  by  the  letter  A. 
vtz..  that  being  the  beft,  which  is  made  by  the  help 
of  fufion-  Then  the  counter-mould  anfwering  this, 
fignified  by  the  letter  B.  yet  fo  that  that  do  not  en¬ 
ter  too  deep  into  this,  not  touching  the  bottom  by 
the  diftance  at  leaft  of  one  fingers  breadth  i  but  in 
greater  crucibles  a  greater  thicknefs  of  the  bottom 
is  required,  as  the  praffife  will  teach  thee. 

Let  him  therefore  that  is  making  crucibles  apply 
the  earth  to  the  mould,  as  hath  been  above  faid  in 
the  Firft  manner,  which  being  done,  let  him  again 
take  off  the  crucible  that  is  formed  or  caft,  and  fet 
it  in  the  air  to  be  dryed.  Then  having  Firft  made 
a  fufficient  number  of  crucibles,  let  him  make  the 
mould  clean  from  the  earth  or  fand,  and  annoynt  it 
with  greafe,  or  oyl  Olive  taken  up  with  a  fponge, 
as  alfo  the  counter- mould,  into  which  let  him  put 
the  crucible  being  half  made  and  dryed,  and  into 
this  the  mould,  which  he  muft  ftrike  above  twice 
or  twice  or  thrice  with  a  heavy  wooden  mallet,  that 
the  earth  may  be  rightly,  and  exaftly  applyed  to 
the  mould ;  which  being  done  let  him  take  off  the 
mould,  and  turn  the  countermould  together  with 


the  crucible,  which  let  him  knock  a  little  againft  the 
form  (where  the  crucibles  are  made)  and  let  him 
uf crucible  falling  from  thence  ; 
which  he  muft  afterwards  dry  and  burn,  as  bath 
been  above  faid  in  the  Firft  manner.  And  by  this 
way  are  made  the  beft,  and  the  beft  proportioned 
crucibles.  Fixed  and  fmooth,  not  only  for  melting 
or  metals,  but  alfo  for  minerals  and  falts ;  the  like 
to  which  I  never  yet  faw,  as  being  without  all  dan¬ 
ger,  It  fo  be  rightly  made  of  the  beft  earth.  And 
that  they  may  be  made  equal  in  weight  and  ftrength, 

before  hath  been  faid.  And 
this  labour  is  eafieand  pleafant,  when  they  are  made 
with  ones  own  hand,  and  that  greater  of  leffer  at 
pleafure. 

u  ^  fame  manner  alfo  are  made  teftswi. 
by  the  help  of  the  like  kind  of  moulds,  which  muft 
not  be  long  but  plain  like  ihells  as  appears  by  the 
annexed  Figure,  A.  and  B.  Not  only  tefts  but  alfo 

tfisde  by  the  help  of  thefe  moulds.  fSee 
the  pfth  and  pixth  Figures 

Now  tefts  are  ma1le  more  eafily  this  way  then 
crucibles,  becaufe  the  earth  only  is  weighed,  and 
being  handled  with  the  hands  is  put  into  the  coun¬ 
ter-mould,  which  then  you  muft  with  the  upper- 
part  prefs  hard  j  that  it  may  be  made  conformable 
to  the  mould,  viz.,  plain,  not  long,  that  which  may 
eahly  therefore  be  made  i  and  for  this  caufe  thofe 
crucibles  are  eafily  again  taken  out,  viz.,  if  the 
mould  be  turned,  or  the  counter- mould  be  a  little 
knocked  againft  the  fides  of  the  form.  And  if  the 
earth  be  beaten  in  too  fait  that  it  goes  out  at  the  fides, 
you  muft  cut  it  off  with  a  knife,  or  elfe  the  cru- 
cible,  or  teft  is  hardly  taken  out,^  fticking  to 
the  brims,  which  pradtife  will  teach  thee.  For  all 

things  cannot  be  fo  accurately  demonftrated  by  a 
pen.  ^ 

And  take  this  for  a  cdution,  that  thou  do  not 
make  thy  tefts  and  crucibles  of  eafth  that  is  too 
fort,  but  of  that  which  is  half  dry,  oth'erwife  they 
are  hardly  taken  out  of  the  moulds  *,  for  that  is 
more  eafily  and  rightly  applyed  to  the  mould.  And 
if  thou  proceed  rightly  according  to  the  prefeript, 
fcarce  one  crucible  of  a  hundred  will  be  loft. 

This  allb  ^  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  fuperfluous 
earth  which  is  cut  off  muft  not  be  mixed  again  with 
the  mafs  for  crucibles,  becaufe  itisfpoyled  with  the 
rat,  or  oyl  that  is  ftneared  over  the  moulds,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  fo  well  mixed  again,  and  being 
burnt  cleaves,  for  which  caufe  bad  crucibles  are 
made.  Wherefore  it  is  to  be  kept  apart  for 
mending  of  furnaces  that  are  fpoiled  with  an 
extraordinary  heat  of  the  Fire  ;  or  for  covers  of 
crucibles  that  are  to  be  made  by  the  help  of  the 
hands  only,  or  of  moulds,  which  we  cannot  want, 
if  we  would  work  all  things  exadly. 

Now  for  tyles,  and  other  veflels  that  ferve  for  di- 
ftillation,  and  melting,  they  are  made  by  the  help  of 
wooden  moulds  after  this  manner.  Let  the  mould 
be  made  exadtly  like  to  the  tyles,  and  other  vef- 
fels,  then  cut  off  leaves  from  the  earth  being  ve¬ 
ry  well  prepared,  with  a  copper  wier  upon  two  e- 
qual  tables  of  wood,  and  then  a  piece  of  the  earth  is 
to  be  laid  with  a  knife  upon  the  mould,  that  it  may 
there  get  fome  hardnefs  \  which  afterward  is  to  be 
taken  away,  dryed  well,  and  burnt,  And  if  any 
thing  further  is  to  be  done,  vtz..  by  cutting  eff, 
or  adding,  it  muft  be  done  by  earth  half  dryed,  or 
a  little  hardened.  For  by  this  means  any  one  may 
get  for  himfelf  earthen  vefiels  that  are  neceffary, 

A  a  z  without 
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without  much  cofl:  or  pains  for  certainty  fake.  For  1 
thofe  that  are  fold,  are  negligently  made,  in  which 
oftentimes  in  the  drying ,  the  cracks^  which  are 
made,  are  filled  up  with  fome  earthen  liniment,  bes 
fore  they  are  burnt,  which  therefore  are  not  dura- 
in  the  fire ,  but  are  broken ,  and  that  oftentimes 
not  without  great  lofs  of-the  metal,  which  is  again 
to  be  gathered  out  of  the  alhes  by  the  help  of  a 
tedious  vvafhing.  It  is  better  therefore  to  work 
thofe  veflels  with  ones  own  hand  for  certainty  fake. 
For  not  all  and'  every  crucible  can  alwaies  and  e- 
very  where  be  made  equal,  and  be  of  a  like  dura- 
blenefs  in  the  Fire ,  though  they  are  made  molt 
diligently  :  and  therefore  a  coniideration  being  had 
“of  their  goodnefs ,  they  may  be  ufed  for  divers 
ufes  ,  and  the  better  may  be  ufed  in  the  melting 
of  the  better  metals-  But  let  no  man  perfwade 
bimfelf  that  all  thefe  can  indifferently  hold  in  the 
Fire,  although  they  be  the  belt  of  all,  how  many 
foever  you  make  *,  for  I  never  yet  faw  any  earth 
which  could  hold  litharge  in  the  Fire  and  fait  of 
Tartar  ,  becaufe  the  bell  that  ever  I  faw  is  not 
free  from  penetration  of  them,  which  is  the  greats 
eft  impediment  of  fome  profitable  operations,  which 
therefore  are  omitted. 

And  let  this  which  hath  been  fpoken,  fuffice 
concerning  the  making  of  crucibles let  every  one 
therefore  that  hath  a  care  of  his  bufinefs,  ufe  bet: 
ter  diligence  for  the  time  to  come  in  the  making 
crucibles  for  more  certainty  fake,  and  he  will  not 
repent  of  his  labonr.  Now  how  Tefts  and  Cu¬ 
pies  may  be  exadtly  applyed  to  the  aforefaid  Molds, 
is  not  my  work  at  this  time  to  Ihew,  becaufe  ma: 
ny  years  fince  it  hath  been  done  by  others  ^  efipe* 
cially,  by  that  moft  ingenious  Man,  La^arns  Erchfr, 
whofe  Writings  concerning  the  manner  of  making 
of  Tefts  and  Copies  I  cannot  mend,  to  whirh  Au¬ 
thors  I  refer  the  Reader,  where  he  fhall  find  fuf- 
ficient  Inftrudtion  and  Information  concerning  this 
matter.  But  there  are  alfo  other  Tefts,  of  which 
I  fhall  fay  nothing  in  this  place,  but  elfewhere  hap¬ 
pily  I  may,  by  the  help  whereof,  lead^  is  bettered 
in  tryal  if  it  be  fometimes  melted  again. 

Of  the  vit  rtf  Cat  Ion  of  Earthen  Fejfels  belonging  to  the 
frft  and  fccond  Furnace. 

IN  the  defeft  of  glafs  InlTruments  belonging  to 
our  firft  Furnace,  you  may  make  fuch  as  are 
very  ufeful,  of  the  beft  Earth ,  which  being  well 
glazed ,  or  double  glazed  ,  are  fometimes  better 
than  old  Glafs  ;  efpecially ,  thofe  that  are  made 
of  Earth  that  do  not  drink  up  the  fpirit ,  fuch 
as  is  found  almoft  every  where ,  which  becomes 
ftony  being  burnt  :  Now  the  Art  of  burning 
hath  not  hitherto  been  fo  well  known ,  of  which 
fomething  hath  been  faid  already,  where  the  Earth 
being  burnt  with  a  very  ftrong  fire,  is  made  fo 
compavft,  as  that  it  becomes  hard  and  folid  as  a  ftone. 
The  Potters  Furnaces  being  too  weak  for  this  ftrong 
burning ,  there  is  required  a  peculiar  Furnace  for 
this  Work  \  in  which  ,  the  ftrongeft  fire  for  the, 
burning  of  them  may  be  made :  But  becaufe  no 
body  thinks  to  build  fuch  an  one ,  only  for  fome 
few  VefTels  not  worth  the  fpending  of  cofts  and 
labours:  there  is  yet  another  way  of  vitrifying  of 
any  fort  of  Earth  (  red  Clay  only  excepted  )  not 
to  be  flighted  if  well  done  ;  efpecially,  if  the  mat¬ 
ter  vitrifying  when  it  is  cold  after  the  burning  is 
ended ,  doth  not  cleave  and  chop ,  and  it  is  not 


hurt  by  corrofive  fpirits  as  the  glafs  made  of  lead, 
retaining  fpirits,  as  well  fubtle  as  corrofive,  as  that 
white  vitrification  of  the  Italians  and  Hollanders : 
you  muft  therefore  in  defed  of  a  fitting  Furnace, 
wherein  VelTels  being  burnt  become  ftony ,  make 
them  of  the  beft  Earth,  and  glaze  them  witli  the 
beft  Glafs  of  Tin,  but  not  of  Lead  ;  and  by  how 
much  the  more  the  calx  of  Tiu  goes  into  the  vi¬ 
trifying  mixture,  fo  much  the  better  is  it  made; 
for  Tin  being  reduced  into  a  calx  with  Lead,  hath 
no  more  affinity  with  corrofive  fpirts;  wherefore 
it  is  more  fit  for  vitrification.  But  he  that  will 
not  be  at  fo  much  cofts,  let  him  vitrify  with  Ve¬ 
nice  Glafs  powdered,  which  vitrification  alfo  is  not 
to  be  flighted,  requiring  a  very  great  heat  for  the 
burning,  and  therefore  flowing  with  great  difficul¬ 
ty  in  thefe  common  Potters  Furnaces;  wherefore 
you  muft  mix  fome  Borax  with  the  Glafs,  that  it 
may  flow  fo  much  the  more  cafily  in  the  Potters 
Furnace;  elfe  you  muft  pour  upon  the  earthen  Vef- 
fels  being  burnt,  Water  mixt  with  Glafs,  fo  that  it 
the  Glafs  may  ftick  to  them  every  where  exadly, 
which  afterwards  being  well  dryed,  fhall  be  gathe¬ 
red  together  into  one  heap  artificially ,  left  they 
take  up  too  great  a  fpace,  like  earthen  Diflies 
that  are  to  be  burnt,  and  afterwards  compafs  them 
round  about  every  where  with  burnt  Sticks,  an 
hole  being  left  open  above  for  the  cafting  in  of  coals, 
yet  fo,  that  the  Bricks  be  diftant  from  the  VefTels 
the  breadth  of  an  hand ,  whereby  the  coals  being 
caft  in  above,  may  the  more  freely  go  round  about 
down  to  the  bottom ;  which  fpace  being  filled  with 
dry  coals,  you  muft' put  upon  them  other  living 
coals,  that  the  fire  being  kindled  above  ,  may  by 
little  and  little  burn  downward  and  perform  its 
work;  which,  being  fo  done,  the  Veflels  will  be 
out  of  all  danger,  if  fo  be  they  are  all  well  dryed. 

The  fire  being  kindled  and  burning  ,  you  muft 
cover  the  hole  with  ftones ,  until  the  fire  of  its 
own  accord  be  extinguifht ;  the  coals  being  fpent  and 
the  veflels  become  cold. 

N.  B.  Now  if  there  be  a  great  heap  of  veflels, 
you  muft  firft ,  the  coals  being  burnt ,  add  frefh 
coals  once  more;  for  elfe  the  veflels  being  placed 
in  the  middle,  cannot  be  fufficiently  burnt,  nor  the 
glafs  fufficiently  flow  *,  wherefore  caution  is  requi¬ 
red  in  the  governing  of  the  fire  in  this  manner, 
where,  if  all  things  are  rightly  done,  the  veflels 
are  better  and  more  truly  burnt  and  vitrifyed  than 
in  any  common  Potters  Furnace  whatfoever  ;  yet 
with  greater  danger  to  the  veflels  than  in  a  Pot¬ 
ters  Furnace  compafled  about  with  walls.  But  let 
him  that  burns  crucibles  and  other  fmaller  veflels, 
burn  them  in  our  melting  or  diftilling  Furnace,  be¬ 
ing  covered  wirh  coals,  giving  Fire  firft  above,  for 
fo  I  my  felf  was  wont  hitherto  to  burn  all  my 
crucibles,  and  burn  and  glaze  all  other  diftilling 
veflds ;  and  this  in  defed  of  fitting  Furnaces  is 
the  beft  way  of  burning  and  vitrifying,  where  in 
three  or  four  hours  fpace,  the  veflels  are  exaftly 
burnt  and  vitrifyed.  Now  the  earth  that  is  to  be 
burnt  quickly,  muft  be  the  beft,  and  durable  in  the 
Fire,  for  fear  of  breaking  of  fome  of  the  veflels. 
Let  him  therefore  in  this  cafe  for  fecurity  fake, 
ufe  our  fourth  Furnace,  who  hath  built  it  with 
his  chambers,  in  the  firft  wherereof  he  may  burn 
and  vitrify  without  any  danger.  But  that  forefaid 
way  of  burning  and  vitrifying,  is  not  to  be  flighted  ; 
wherefore  I  would  have  thee  be  admoniflied  to  be 
cautious  in  giving  of  Fire,  that  you  give  no  more 

or 
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or  lefs  than  you  fhould,  left  afterwards  you  im¬ 
pute  the  caufe  of  your  errour  committed,  to  me, 
whilft  the  vefTels  are  broke  as  if  I  had  not  wrote 
the  Truths  but  to  thy  felf  that  erreft ,  and^mnft 
for  the  future  be  more  diligent ,  and  cautious  in 
this  work. 

I  know  other  vitrifications  of  divers  colours  hi¬ 
therto  unknown,  and  indeed  moft  fecret,  not  to  be 
communicated  to  every  one  indifferently  :  but  he 
that  knows  how  to  reduce  metals  into  a  true  glafs, 
retaining*  the  colour  of  its  metal,  is  indeed  .the 
inventor  of  a  very  great  fecret ;  to  whom,  if  he 
confider  the  matter  more  profoundly,  and  exercife 
hirafelf  therein,  a  Gate  is  open,  with  the  bleffing 
of  God,  to  a  greater  light. 

There  are  alfo  other  vitrifications,  with  which  the 
earth  being  covered  doth  appear,. as  if  it  were  ador¬ 
ned  with  Gems but  becaufe  it  is  not  our  purpofe  now 
to  treat  of  fuch  kinds,  I  lhall  make  an  end  of  vi¬ 
trifications,  one  only  excepted,  which  I  fhall  com¬ 
municate  for  the  fake  of  the  Sick,  and  Phyfitians  -, 
and  it  is  this  : 

Make  little  earthen  Cups  very  fmooth  and  white 
of  the  beft  earth  being  burnt ;  then  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  glaffe  to  flow  in  a  very  ftrong  crucible, 
in  which  dip  one  cup  after  another,  being  held 
with  tongs,  and  firft  made  red  hot  in  fome  little 
Furnace ,  letting  them  lye  covered  therein  for  a 
while,  that  the  earth  may  the  better  attradl  the 
glafs  ;  which  being  done,  let  them  be  taken  out, 
and  be  fet  again  into  the  forefaid  collateral  Fur¬ 
nace,  where  they  were  before  made  red  hot,  when 
one  is  taken  out,  dip  another  in  the  molten' glafs 
in  its  place ,  which  alfo  is  again  to  be  fet  as  the 
firft  into  the  aforefaid  Furnace  ^  and  this  is  to  be 
reiterated  fo  often ,  until  all  the  pots  be  (Covered 
over  with  glafs  :  all  which  being  done,  the  Fur¬ 
nace  is  to  be  Ihutclofe  every  where,  that  the  wind 
enter  not  into  it,  and  fo  it  is  to  be  left  until  it 
become  cold  of  it  felf,  and  the  glafs  covering  over 
the  cups  remain  intirc,  which  otherwife  cannot  be 
if  the  cups  be  fet  in  a  cold  place  j  now  the  glafs 
is  made  after  this  manner. 

Take  of  crude  Antimony  two  parts,  of  ^ure 
Nitre  one  part ;  grind  them  well  being  mixt  to¬ 
gether,  kindle  the  mixture  being  put  into  a  cru¬ 
cible  with  a  red  hot  iron,  and  the  Sulphur  of  An¬ 
timony  will  be  burnt  together  with  the  Nitre,  a 
raafsofabrown  colour  being  left  behind,  which  you 
muft  take  out  while  it  is  hot  with  a  fpatle  'that 
it  may  cool,  which  afterwards  being  melted  in  a- 
I  nother  ftrong  crucible  fpr  tfie  fpace  pf  half  an 
hour,  or  an  hour,  makes  that  glafs  with  which  the 
aforefaid  cups  with  their  covers  are  covered  over- 

I 

'  Of  the  ufe  of  the  aforefaid  Caps. 

''  I  ’  Here  is  no  one  that  can  deny  that  Antimony 
is  the  moft  excellent  of  all  vomitives,  where- 
i  fore ,  fo  many  and  fo  various  preparations  have 
I  been  invented  by  Phyfitians  for  the  taking  away 
I  of  the  malignity  thereof ;  whereof  I  have  ftiewed 
fome,  together  v/ith  the  ufe  thereof  in  the  Firft 
and  Second  Part  of  this  Book,  where  alwaies  one 
is  better  than  another  *,  yet  notwithftanding ’tis  con- 
feft,  that  Antimony  reduced  into  Glafs,  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  purge  the  Stomack  and  Bowels  from  all  cor- 
i  rupt  Humors,  and  that  without  all  danger,  (  being 
rightly  adrainiftred )  as  well  by  vomit  as  by  ftool, 
by  which  means  many  grievous  imminent  Difeafes 
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are  not  only  prevented,  but  alfo  prefently  are  cured. 

But  you  infer,  that  this  is  yet  a  crude  and  im- 
perfeft  preparation,  and  therefore  not  fo  fafe-  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  Antimony  that  purgeth,  need= 
eth  no  preparation^  for  .if  all  the  cruqiity  thereof 
were  wholly  taken  away  by  fixation  ,  ..ichwould  no 
more  caufe  vomiting  or  ftools’v  wherefore  the  a- 
forefaid  glafs  of  Antimony  is  not  to  be  feared,  be: 
caufe  it  is  not  dangerous,  but  may  fafely  be  given 
to  Children  that  are  one  or  two  years  old ,,  but 
not  in  form  of  a  powder,  but  in  infufion  or  ex¬ 
traction  of  its  chiefeft  vertuc  made  with  honey,  fu- 
gar  and  wine,  fweet  or  fowre.  After  which  man- 
np  being  given,  it  attracts  from  ail  the  bowels  all 
vitious  humours,  and  evacuates  them  as  well  upward 
as  downward,  without  danger  ;  of  which  thing  elfe- 
vvhere  mote  at  large.  Let  him  that  ufeth  the  a- 
forefaid.  Cups,  infufe  one  or  two  dunces  of  wine, 
and  fet  them  a  whole  night  in  fome  warm  place, 
and  the  wine  will  attraft  from  the  glafs  fo  much 
as  doth  fuffice  it,  which  afterwards  being  drank  in 
a  morning,  doth  perform  the  fame  as  an  infufion  made 
with  the  powder  of  Stibium-,  and  this  is  a  more  de¬ 
licate  way  dian  the  other ,  becaufe  a  Cup  is  fent 
to  the  Patient  that  he  may  infufe  in  it  the  fpace 
of  a  night,  two  or  three  fpoonfuls  of  proper  wine 
piaceing  it  in  fome  warm  place  ,  which  he  may 
drink  up  blood  warm  in  the  morning,  with  a  due 
ordering  of  himfelf  afterw^ards  i  Which,  in  my 
judgment  is_a  more  delicate  way,  being  made  with 
ones  one  wine,  and  ones  one  hand,  than  that  te¬ 
dious  way  of  potions,  both  large,  bitter,  and  nau- 
feous.  And  this  Cup  may  oftentimes  be  ufed,  and 
if  at  length  the  wine  Ihould  not  attraft  fufficient- 
]y,  the  Cup  with  the  wine  is  to  be  fet  in  feething 
hot  wa'ter  for  a  little  time ,  that  the  wine  mi^ht 
the  better  attrad,  and  work,  when  need  lhall  requfre. 
Novf-  he  that  gives  fuch  kind  iof  Cups  to  others* 
muft  inftrud  them  concerning  the  ordering ,  and 
adminiftring  of  the  fame.  One  Cup  is  fufficient 
for  the  Mafter  of  a  Family,  with  his  whole  Fami¬ 
ly  for  all  the  daies  of  their  life.  It  is  not  to  be 
ufed  by  all,  and  every  one,  and  in  all'Difeafes  in¬ 
differently,  but  only  by  thofe  that  are  ftrong  and 
young-,  and  where  the  principal  parts  are  not 
hurt.  Cups  may  alfo  after  another  way  be  cove¬ 
red  over  with  Glaft  wirhout  Antimony,  as  follows. 

Sublime  AnripgmentHm  in  a  Glafs  or  Earthen 
Gourd  ;  and  take  the  gallant  golden  coloured  Flow¬ 
ers  thereof,  which  being  after  a  peculiar  manner 
melted,  yield  a  red  and  moft  beautiful  Glafs  al- 
moft  like  an  Oriental  Ruby,  which  being  broken 
in  pieces,  may  be  ufed  iii^  Read  of. an,  Ornament; 
but  this  is  more  fofr,  and  brittle,  than  Glafs  of 
Antimony.  This  Glafs,  or  thofe  Flowers  of  Ah- 
ripigmenttim,  which  are  not  yet  reduced  into  Glafs, 
do  notably  glaze  the  aforefaid '  Cups  with  a  red 
beautiful  Colour. 

He  therefore  that  will  vitrify  the  aforefaid  Cups, 
muft  firft  heat  them  red  hot  in  a  Fire  made  with 
Coals and  being  thus  hot,  dip  them  in  the  afore¬ 
faid  melted  Flowers  ,  and  being  taken  out  thence, 
put  them  under  an  earthen,  or  iron  red  hot  veflH, 
and  there  let  them  cool;  which  do  perform  the 
fame  things  as  thofe  which  are  faid  of  the  Antimo- 
nial  Cups.  ’  ■ 

Thefe  Cups  are  not  dangefous,  as  to  be  feared, 
becaufe  as  Antimony  is  correded  by 'calcination, 
fo  AHripigmentH?n  is  by  fublimation :  from  which, 
if  all  the  malignity  be  taken  away  either  by  Fire, 

B  b  or 
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or  by  nitrCj  the  vomitive  vertue  is  taken  away,  as 
afterward  fliall  be  demonftrated  more  at  large  in 
thefe  five  parts,  when  they  ftial)  come  forth  again  with 
enlargements,  'vlz..  what  purging  things  are,  and 
how  they  put  forth  their  vertues,  a  confideration 
being  had  of  their  malignity.  . 

There  are  alfo  other  ways  of  vitrification,  pa  in¬ 
deed  very  fine,  and  moft  defireable  by  all,  if  they 
ftiould  be  communicated  ;  but  becpfe  it  is  not  now 
my  purpofe  to  treat  here  of  mechanical  things,  but  on¬ 
ly  of  Ibme  particular  vitrifications  of  vefiels  belong¬ 
ing  to  our  furnaces,  I  am  refolved  to  omit  them  at 
■this  time,  and  make  an  end  of  thefe  things.  I  am 
refolved,  God  willing,  to  fet  forth  thefe  parts  more 
corredted,  and  in  a  larger  manner,  where  many  ex¬ 
cellent  things  now  omitted  for  fome  reafons ,  mail 
be  publilhed,  and  communicated. 

Wherefore  1  will  now  put  an  end  to  this  fiith 
part,  where  although  I  might  have  added  fomething 


that  is  fingular  concerning  artificial  furnaces,  yet  be- 
caufe  time  will  not  now  permit,  it  (hall  be  deferred 
to  another  time  and  place,  where  we  fhall  treat  fur¬ 
ther  of  the  examining,  trying  and  feparation  of  me¬ 
tals  :  For  the  belt  way  of  melting  of  metals  in  a 
greater  quantity  hath  not  yet  been  known ;  And 
although  they  that  deal  in  minerals  perfwade  them- 
felves  of  the  perfedion  of  their  art,  yet  1  can  de- 
monftrate  an  eafier,  and  more  compendious  way 
of  melting  of  metals  in  a  fliorter,  time,  in  a  greater 
quantity,  and  with  lefs  cofts  and  pains.  Of  which 
more  at  large  elfewhere,  wherefore  fCourtpus  Rea= 
der)  be  contented  with  thefe  things,  and  if  1  fhall 
fee  that  thefe  few  things  fhall  be  acceptable  to  thee, 
I  will  foraetime  hereafter  for  thy  fake  and  to  thy 
profit  communicate  wonderful  fecrets  which  the  vyorld 
will  not  believe,  and  which  hitherto  are  hid,  either 
out  of  envy  or  ignorace. 


FINIS. 
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TWo  years  fmce  I  began  to  publifh  my  new 
invented  furnaces  where  alfo  there  was 
mention  made  of  fome  fecrets,  which 
though  I  thought  never  to  divulge  ; 
yet  neverthelefs  I  underwent  many 
troubles  for  the  communicating  of  them-  Where-- 
fore  I  befeech  every  body  that  they  would  no  more 
create  troubles  to  me  or  to  themfelves  by  their  peti¬ 
tions  or  writings,  becaufe  for  certain  caufes  I  fhall 
for  the  future  communicate  nothing  but  thofe  things 
which  follow.  Exped  therefore  patiently  the  time 
of  another  Edition,  when  thefe  five  parts  fhall  come 
forth  more  correded  and  enlarged,  and  many  moft  ^ 
choice  fecrets  fhall  be  communicated,  which  were' 
for  certain  caufes  omitted  in  the  firft  Edition.  ^ 

I  fhall  now  God  willing  communicate  thofe  things 
which  follow,  yet  upon  this  condition  (becaufe  ma¬ 
ny  are  fuch,  that  by  means  thereof  thou  maift  with 
a  good  confcicnce,  without  hurt  to  thy  neighbour, 
through  Gods  bleffing,  get  great*  riches)  that  thou 
be  mindful  of  the  poor,  and  a  good  fteward  of  rich^ 
cs  got  honeftly,  and  ufe  them  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  eternal  falvationof  thy  foul. 

The  preparation  of  corn,  as  of  Barley,  Wheat, 
Oates,  ^c.  of  Apples,  Pears,  Cherries,  where 
fermentation  being  made  they  do  yield  by  way  of 
diftillation  a  pure  fpirit  very  like  to  the  fpirit  of 
wine  without  great  cofts;  of  the  remainders  where¬ 


of  if  the  matter  were  corn,  may  be  made  good  beer, 
or  vinegar ;  but  if  the  matter  were  any  kinde  of 
fruit,  as  apples,  pears,  a  very  good  drink  like  to 
wine,  fo  that  by  this  means  thou  maift  find  a  double 
profit,  by  which  thou  maift  not  only  have  where¬ 
by  to  live  honeftly,  but  alfo  to  lay  up  for  thy 

heirs.  . 

An  excellent  and  wholefome  drink  of  fruit,  and 
corn,  that  is  durable  and  like  to  Spanifh,  Frencli, 
andRhenifh  wine. 

A  diftillation  of  the  Aqua  viu  of  certain  vulgar 
things  not  coftly  and  like  to  the  Aqua  vita  of  French 
and  Rhenilh  wine. 

A  preparation  of  fugar  like  to  the  Weftern,  and 
of  tartar  like  to  the  natural  Rhenilh,  out  of  honey 
and  not  coftiy  •,  where  one  pound  of  fugar  doth  not 
exceed  the  price  of  eight  or  ten  ftivers,  and  a  pound 
of  tartar,  that  doth  not  exceed  the  price  of  two 

ftivers.  ^  ^ 

A  peculiar  purification  of  crude  tartar  without 
lofs,  and  a  redudion  of  it  into  great  cryftals  not 
coftly,  fo  as  the  price  of  one  pound  doth  not  exceed 
fix  ftivers. 

The  taking  away  of  the  ingrateful  taft  and  odour 
of  honey  fo  as  afterwards  there  may  be  made  from 
thence  a  certain  good  A^ua  vita  retaining  no  more 
the  fraell  and  tafte  of  honey :  alfo  a  very  good 

Mead  or  MethegUne  like  unto  very  good  wine,  with 

which 
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which  the  fame  things  mayi>e  done  as  with  the  beft 
wine. 

A  preparation  of  Mead  out  of  raillns ,  great  and 
dmall,  very  like  in  all  things  toSpanilh  wine;  out 
<of  which  alfo  is  made  a  very  good  vinegar  without 
great  cofts. 

A  preparation  of  wine  and  good  vinegar  of  wild 
grapes. 

Durable  and  wholeforae  drinks  of  goofeberries, 
barberries,  mulberries,  ftrawberries,  and  the  like. 

The  mending  of  troubled  acid  mufty  wines, 

The  preparation  of  a  very  good  vinegar  out  of 
certain  vegetables  which  are  to  be  found  every  where, 
i  which  may  be  compared  to  that  which  comes  out 
I  of  France,  and  in  a  great  abundance,  whereof  two 

I  rundlets  of  nine  Gallons  do  not  exceed  the  price  of 

one  Royal,  f  A  Royal  or  Imperial  is  4/.  6  ^ 

The  promoting  of  the  ripening  of  wines  of  the 
cold  countries  of  Europe  fa  very  few  that  are  very 
!  cold  being  exempted)  that  they  may  yield  very  good 
fweet  and  durable  wines,  whereas  otherwife  they 
I  could  come  to  no  maturity,  being  very  like  to  thofe 
j  which  hotter  countries  yield, 
i  A  certain  fecret  way  of  carrying  Wines  from 
mountainous  places,  where  carts,  (hips,  and  other 
i  commodities  are  wanting,  where  the  carrying  of 
'  ten  pipes,  doth  not  exceed  the  price  of  one  pipe  o- 
therwife  carryed,  fo  that  by  this  means,  outlandilh 
L  wines  may  be  brought  to  any  place  with  great  profit. , 
!  A  very  good  and  eafie  preparation  of  verdegreafe 
;  out  of  copper,  whereof  one  pound  doth  not  exceed 
the  price  of  fix  ftivers. 

A  new  and  compendious  diftillation  of  vinegar, 
of  which  a  rundlet  of  eighteen  gallons  doth  not  ex¬ 
ceed  the  pride  of  halfa  ryal,  with  which  many  things 
may  be  done,  efpecially  the  cryftallizing  of  verde¬ 
greafe,  of  which  one  pound  prepared  after  this  man¬ 
ner,  doth  not  alfo  exceed  the  price  of  half  a  Royal- 

A  compendious  and  very  eafie  way  of  diftilling 
a  very  ftrong  fpirit-of  urin,  and  that  without  any 
coft  and  pains,  fo  that  twenty  or  thirty  pints  fliall 
not  exceed  the  price  of  one  royal,  being  very  excel¬ 
lent  in  medicine,  Alchimy  and  Mechanique  affairs, 
i  by  the  help  whereof  a  moft  beautiful  blew  vitriol 
j  may  be  made  out  of  copper,  being  very  profitable 
I  in  Alchimy  and  medicine,  making  filver  fo  fufible, 
that  by  the  help  thereof,  glafs  veflels,  as  bafons, 
difhes,  and  candlefticks,  &c.  may  be  fo  guilded  as 
to  be  taken  for  filver. 

A  way  of  diftilling  the  fpirit  of  fait  in  a  great 
quantity ,  and  that  with  fmall  cofts,  fo  that  one 
pound  thereof  will  fcarce  exceed  the  price  of  fix 
ftivers  being  very  excellent  in  Alchymy,  Medicine, 
and  other  Arts ;  efpecially  for  the  doing  of  thefe 
following  things,  wx,.  the  feparation  of  gold  from 
filver  without  hurt  to  the  Cups  or  other  things, 
alfo  the  folution  and  feparation  of  gold  mixt  with 
copper  and  filver  by  the  force  of  precipitation, 
where  the  Menfirnum  that  is  preferved,  may  again 
be  ufed  for  the  fame  ufes,  which  feparation  is  the 
eafieft  of  all  other  humid  feparations ,  whereby 
gold  is  reduced  to  the  higheft  degree. 

The  feparation  of  volatile  fparkling  gold  out  of 
very  profitable,  without  which  other- 
wife  it  could  never  be  feparated ,  neither  by  the 
help  of  Walhing,  nor  by  Mercury,  nor  by  the  force 
of  Melting. 

An  artificial  fccret,  and  hitherto  unheard  of,  try¬ 
ing  offtubborn  Metals,  finding  out  their  Contents, 
which  otherwife  could  not  be  found  out :  for 


oiuentimes  there  are  found  golden  mines ,  which 
are  ftubborn ,  in  which  nothing  is  found  out  by 
the  common  way ,  and  therefore  they  are  left  un¬ 
laboured  in,  and  fometimes  elfewhere,  where  there 
(ound  Mines  of  Metals,  there  are  found 
other  things,  as  white ‘'and  red  talc,  that  yield 
nothing,  being  tryed  the  common  way ,  or  very 
little,  all  which  yet  abound  with  gold  and  filver, 
w'hich  may  be  feparated  this  way. 

A  new  ,  and  unheard  of  compendious  way  of 
melting  Mines  in  great  plenty,  where,  in  the  fpace 
or  4ine  day  ,  by  the  heat  of  a  certain  feparating 
Furnace,  more  may  be  melted  than  by  the  common 
way  in  the  fpace  of  eight  daies,  where  not  onely 
cofts  are  faved,  but  alfo  is  hope  of  greater  gain- 

Another  way  for  the  better  proving  of  things 

melted,  and  a  new  way  of  feparating  filver  from 
lead. 

A  very  fpeedy  way  of  melting  Minerals,  where¬ 
by  they  are  melted  in  great  plenty ,  by  the  help 
or  Pit-coals  in  defe<ft  of  other  coals. 

The  fixation  of  Minerals,  Sulphureous,  ArfenicaL 
Antiraonial*,  and  others  that  are  volatile,  which 
cannot  be  retained  and  melted  by  the  force  of 
fire,  by  the  help  of  a  certain  peculiar  furnace  with 
a  grate,  fo  that  afterwards  they  may  by  infufion 
yield  gold  and  filver. 

^  The  getting  of  gold  and  filver,  that  fparkles,  and 
is  ratified,  outoffand,  pure  clay,  flints,  by  the 
help  of  melting. 

The  feparation  of  gold  lying  hid  in  bafer  minerals 
and  metals  moft  profitable,  which  cannot  be  done  the 


common  way. 

A  very  quick  Artificial  and  eafie  feparation  of 
melted  gold  and  filver  by  the  help  of  fu lion,  fothat 
in  the  fpace  of  one  day,  by  the  help  of  one  furnace, 
fome  hundreds  of  Marks  may  be  feparated  with  far 
lefs  cofts  and  labour,  than  by  the  common  way  by 
cement  and  forus. 

The  redudion  of  elaborated  gold,  of  chains  and 
other  ornaments  unto  the  higheft  degree  ;  alfo  the 
ftparation  of  gold  from  guilded  filver,  by  the  help  of 
fulion ,  by  which  means  a  hundred  marks  are 
more  eafily  feparated  than  twenty  of  the  common 
way. 

A  certain  way  whereby  more  filver  is  feparated 
from  lead  then  by  the  Copper, 

A  feparation  of  good  gold  from  any  old  iron, 
which  although  it  be  not  a  labour  of  great  gain,  yet 
it  is  fuflicient  for  thofe  who  are  contented  with  a  few 
things- 

A  feparation  of  gold  and  filver,  from  tin  or  cop¬ 
per,  according  to  more  or  lefs.  The  maturation  of 
mines,  fo  that  they  may  afterwards  be  able  to  yield 
more  gold  and  filver,  then  by  the  common  way,  alfo 
the  feparation  of  gold  and  filver  out  of  Antimony, 
Arfenick,  and  Auripigmentum. 

The  feparation  of  the  external  fulphur  of  Venus.^ 
that  the  Son  Cupid  may  be  born. 

The  feparation  of  filver  from  the  cnples,  into 
which  it  enters  in  the  tryal  without  melting  or  any 
other  labour  or  coft. 

The  preparation  of  divers  earthen  things  to  be 
done  In  any  part  of  the  world,  like  to  the  Porcel- 
lan,  that  hold  fire  and  retain  fpirits. 

A  certain  Allome  exalting  and  fixing  any  colour, 
efpecially  requifit  for  fcarlet  and  other  pretious  co¬ 
lours,  with  a  certain  perpetual  cauldron,  that  doth 
not  alter  colours,  and  is  not  coftly. 

A  making  of  colours  for  painters,  as  of  porple 
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gum,  ultra-marine ,  not  coftly  ,  and  efpecially  of 
that  rich  white,  never  before  feen,  like  to  Pearl 
and  Margarites-,  alfo  a  peculiar  colouring  of  gold 
and  filver. 

To  conclude,  I  refer  the  Reader  unto  the  Re- 
fidue  of  my  Books  >  that  Treat  of  thofe  Secrets 


more  plainly ;  which  I  am  refolved  fliortly  to  put 
forth. 

Thofe  Secrets  are  all  openly  taught  in  the  following 
TreatifeSy  as  in  the  Explication  of  Miraculum  MunUtt 
Apology  again fi  Earner^  Profperity  of  Germany^  &€. 


F  11^  IS. 


_  ^ 


&  « 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ ^  ^ 'fa? 


of 


Or  the  True 


AURUM  POTABILE: 


•  what  it  is,  and  hm>  it  differs  from  the  falfe  and  fofhffcated  Aurm  <Potabik  :  Hov>  it  tis 

he  Spa^irkally  prejsared ;  Andhow  to  he  ffedin  JWledicine, 
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■f-'T^Here  is  no  man  that  can  deny,  that  the 
y  true  and  ancient  Philofophers  did  ftudy 
H  long  life,  and  the  confervation  of  their 
.  health.  Whence  it  came  to  pafs  that 
they  did  diligently  feek  out  the  fubjedt 
of  preferving  health,  and  prolonging  life :  where¬ 
fore  by  the  help  of  fire  they  did  praftife  the  repara¬ 
tions,  and  proofs  of  all  vegetables,  animals,  and  mi¬ 
nerals,  feeking  out  their  powers  andvertues;  Who 
found  out  the  greateft  harmony  of  all  things  as  well 
in  the  heavens,  as  on  earth,  betwixt  the  Sun,  Gold, 
Man  and  wine.  For  it  cannot  be  denyed,  that  the 
life  of  all  things  proceeds  from  the  heat  of  the  Sun 
wherefore  they  fought  to  unite  gold  the  terreftrial 
-fun  or  body  fixed  and  perfed,  caufed  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  with  man  by  the  help  of  fpirit  of 
wine.  '  ,  , 

But  haply  there  will  be  fome,  whom  this  my  nar- 
.ration  may  offend  denying  that  gold  is  the  Son  of  the 
fun,  ora  metallick  body  fixed  and  perfect,  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  rayes  of  the  fun  •,  asking  how  the  fola^ 


ry  immaterial  rayes  can  be  made  material  and  corpo-  I 
real  ?  But  they  are  very  ignorant  of  the  generation  * 
of  metals,  and  minerals.  And  although  I  am  not  ' 
now  refolved  to  write  of  the  generation,  and  origi-  ^ 
nal  of  metals,  yet  endeavouring  to  demonftrate  that 
that  there  is  a  vivifying  power  of  the  fun  to  be  found 
in  gold  (deftroyed  and  volatilized)  and  to  be  prepa¬ 
red  into  a  moft  wholefome  medicine  for  man,  I  will 
not  omit  for  the  fake  of  the  ignorant  and  incredu¬ 
lous,  to  demonftrate  the  truth  by  one  or  two  exam¬ 
ples,  which  although  I  could  demonftrate  by  moft 
certain  and  firm  reafons,  yet  for  brevities  fake  I  am 
now  refolved  to  omit  them,  recommending  to  the 
fearcher  of  the  Nature,  and  propriety  of  metals, 
my  treatife  De  Generatione  Metallorum^  which  with¬ 
out  doubt  will  take  away  all  fcruple  from  him  ;  tjb= 
jeding  only  againft  him  that  opppofeth  the  truth, 
two  queftions  and  reafons  which  are  to  be  confur 
ted  :  and  the  firft  is,  whence  comes  that  incrcafe  of 
both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  any  vifcous,  mi- 
ineral  liquor,  that  hath  been  expofed  long  to  the 
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Sun  in  an  open  glafs  veflel  ?  Whether  from  the 
Sun,  or  .elfewhere  ?  But  thou  fayeft,  that  that  en- 
creafe  comes  from  the  air,  the  vehicle  of  all  things- 
I  anfwer,  if  from  the  air,  whether  was  not  that  air 
impregnated  by  the  Sun  ?  and  whether  there  be  any 
thing  in  the  ajr,  which  it  received  not  from  the 
liars?  But  place  this  liquor  in  a  cold  Cellar,  in  a 
moifl:  ail,  and  thou  (halt  by  experience  know  that 
I  no  weight  is  added  thereto,  even  as  in  the  Sun,  or 
i  fin  his  l^ead)  fire  :  that  Liquor  will  draw  fome 
phlegmatick  raoillure  which  will  be  eafily  fepara- 
I  ted  by  heat,  the  weight  of  the  former  liquor  be- 
I  ing  left.  This  may  be  fliewed  by  this  Example.  : 

I  diflblve  fome  fulphurous  metal,  as  Iron,  Copper^  or 
Zinck,  with  apy  acid  fpirit ,  and  at  length  take 
away  the  fpirit ,  make  the  remainder  red  hot ; 

!  yet  not  too  much,  but  as  much  as  fufficeth  to  take 
j  away  the  fpirits,  which  afterward  (its  weight  being 
;  obferved)  put  in  a  crucible  on  the  fire,  but  take 
I  heed  left  the  metal  run  over,  but  at  length  let  it 
'  darkly  glow, with  the  crucible,  for  the  l^ace  of 
three  or  four_  weeks,^  which  done,  take  it  away  a- 
gain,  and  weigh  again  the  metal ,  and  thou  fhalt 
1  find  the  evident  encreafe  of  the  metal,  which  thou 
fhalt  perceive  more  evidently  by  this  way,  as  fol- 
.  lows :  Put  copper,  or  fome  fulphurous  metal ,  with 
1 6  or  1 8  parts  of  lead  in  a  well-burnt  cupel  made 
:  of  the  afhes  of  wood  or  bones,  in  a  tryed  furnace, 
(the  weight  of  the  cupel,  copper, and  lead  firft  ex- 
adly  obferved  )  and  caufe  the  copper  to  evaporate 
by  .fire  with  the  lead,  which  done,  take  the  cupel 
when  it  fiiall  be  cold,  and  again  weigh  it,  and  thou 
fhalt  find  it  far  more  weighty ,  fo  that  its  weight 
I  (though  much  of  the  lead  goes  into  air  in  the  cu= 

I  pellating)  not  only  exceeds  its  former  weight,  but 
:  alfo  of  the  copper  and  lead  by  the  faid  cupellati- 
on-,  therefore  it  is  juftly  demanded  whence  this  En- 
j  creafe  proceeds ,  whether  the  heat  of  the  fife  was 
I  not  coagulated  into  a  metaUick  body  by  means  of 
!  that  melted  metal  ?  Therefore  it  is  probable,  that 
if  you  knew  the  metallick  matrixes  in  the  furface 
I  of  the  earth,  in  which  the  beams  of  the  Sun  and  heat 
!  of  fire  being  received^  may  be  coagulated,  metals 
may  as  well  be  generated  in  them,  as  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth. 

1  .  But  thou  replieft  it  is  probable  the  heat  of  vul¬ 
gar  fire  to  have  fomething  metallick  in  it ,  which 
^  comes  by  attradion  of  the  melted  metal  in  the  Cu- 
,  pel,  but  not  in  the  Sun  beams. 

;  He  that  will  thus  try  the  truth ,  let  him  put  a 
I  cupel  very  well  burnt  in  the  beams  of  the  Sun,  to- 
i  gether  with  copper  and  Icad^  to  Which  let  him 
I  ^PPly  3  hollow  Looking'glafs,  fo  that  it  may  be 
*  operated  upon  by  the  Sun-beams  gathered  into  a 
;  center,  and  may  thence  be  made  hot  :  But  thou 
I  mull  continually  hold  the  Looking-glafs  in  thy  hand, 
that  thou  main  turn  or  diced  it  to  the  Sun  ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  courfe  thereof,  left  the  cupel  wax 
cbld ,  the  beams  of  the  Sun  being  turned  away, 

;  but  if  it  be  rightly  obferved ,  the  work  fhall  be 
done  no  lefs  than  in  a  furnace  of  fire  with  glowing 

’  You  rouft  have  a  Looking-*glafs  at  leaft  in  diame- 
I  muft  it,  be  too  deep  -,  but  be  in 

depth  the  i8  or  2d  part  of  the  globe,  that  foitmay 
the  further  call  the  beams.:  it  mUft  be  very  arti- 
I  ficially.fmoothed,  that  it  may  more  exadly  gather 
'■  center.  Now  the  preparation  of 

I  |here  burning-glafies  is  not,  of  this  place,  but  in  the 

■  fourth  part  pf  our  Furnaces,  where  .we  have  taught, 


not  only  how  they  are  to  be  made  of  metals ,  but 
alfo  of  glafs,  .and  .how,  polifiit  and  ulM-  r  .  . 

This  demonftration ,  which  might,  be  Otherwife 
omitted  ,  is  therefore  fee  down ,  that-,  it  may  be 

known  how  Gold_  proceeds  from  the  Sun ,  and  is 
fecretly  endued  with  its  proper  ftrength  and  pro¬ 
prieties,  by  .Chymiftry,  reducible  .into  ithac  which 
It  was  before  its  coagulation,  namely,  into  a  heat¬ 
ing  and  living  fpirit ,  communicating  its  ftrenerh 
and  faculties,  to  man’s  body.  Therefore  the  An¬ 
cients  ufed  great  diligence  in  the  redufiion  of  gold, 
in  which  nothing  is  found  more  excellent  than  the 
pureft  and  finelt  fpirit  of  wine  made  by  diftillati- 
on,_and  they  did  not  ..ufe  common  gold  melted  out 
of  ftones,  or  wafht  out  of  fand,  but  purged  by  be*  • 
nefit  of  fire,  and  Pbilofophically  quickened  and  un-i 
locked,  not , by  help  of  corrolive  fpirits,  the  ufuat 
way  of  vulgar  .Chyraifts,  but  by.  fome.  water  which 
Nature  ^  freely  gives  without  help  of  violent 
diftillation  ;  by  which  they  manifeft  that  which  is 
hidl  in  gold,  and  they  have  hid  what  is  manifeft^ 
ancl  therefore  they  have  made  it  fit.  for  the  fena- 
ration  of  its  tindure  from  a  grOfs  and  black  funeri 
fiuous  body.  For  they  knew  that  the  compart  bo¬ 
dy  of  gold  hath  no  affinity  with  the  vit^l  Spirits 
therefore  they  have  chofen  only  the  fineft.  part  of 
gold  to  their  Elixir,  viz..  Its  tinrture,  which,  they 
have  radically  joyned  with  the  fpirit  of  Wine,  and 
being  joyned,  have  made  them  fpiritual  or  volatile, 
fo  that  neither  can  be  feparated from  each  other 
in  the  fire,  and  being  in  the  fire,  are  fublimed  or 
fixed  by  a  longer  digeftion,  and  coagulated  into  a 
fixt  ftone,  which  they  count  for  the  greateft  trea- 
fure  in  this  World.  Therefore  the  ancient  Philo- 
fophers  affirming,  that  there  is  not  a  better  medi^ 

which  is  made  from  the 
Philofophical  union  of  wine  and  gold,  both  by  an 
infeparable  recoagulation  and  fixation ;  nor  with¬ 
out  gold  can  fpirit  of  wine,  nor  this  without  it 
be  made  a  medicine ,  becaufe  gold  without  fpirit 
of  wine  cannot  be  made  volatile,  nor  this  be  coa¬ 
gulated  and  fixt  without  it*  We  therefore  their 
pofterity  juftly,  follow  the  opinions  of  the  m’oft  fa¬ 
mous  men,  not  for  their  authorities  fake ,  but  for 
ocular  demonftration,  which  is  the  trueft’tryai. 

•  knowledge  of  the  preparation  ‘  of 

this  medicine  being  beftowed  on  me  from  the  high- 
eft  ,  I  have  intended ,  becaufe  a  man  is  not  borir 
for  himfelf,  briefly  to  deliver  its  preparation  and 
ufe  :  but  I  will  not  call  pearls  before Twine  •  but 
rie  only  ffiew  the  way  , to  the  ftudious  fearchersof 
the  work  of  God  and  Nature,  who  doubtlefs'  will 
underftand  my  writing,  but  not  the  ignorant  and 
unskilful  j  let  thereforethe  brevity  of  the  prepara** 
tion  offend  no  man ,  becaufe  I  mean  not  to  profti- 
tute  this  Art  (  divinely  obtained,  not  with  idlenefs, 
but  with  much  watching,  labours  and  pains )  not 
give  to  the  unworthy  a  bit  before  chawed  ^  .  but- 
only  to  communicate  it  to  the  pious,  who  fliall  fee 
with  open  eyes,  that  the  thing  is  fo.  I  defire  there¬ 
fore,  the  llm’plicity  of  my  ftile  may  offend  no  man, 
being, not  adorned  with  rhetorical  figures,  after  the 
vi'onted  manner,  for  truth  wants  not  many  ■  and  ele¬ 
gant^  words,  being  contented  with  fimplicity  and' 
brevity,  with  which  it  is  eafier  and  better  demon- 
ftrated,  than  with  tliofe  intricate  and  fobhiftick 
difeourfes. 

..  of  living  gold  one  part,  and  three  parts  of 
quick  Mercury,  not  of  the  vulgar,  but  ..the  p.hilor 
fophical  every  where  to  be  found  without  char[  e ; 

C  c  a.nd. 
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pnd  labour ,  ( thou  maift  alfo  add  filver  of 

equal  weight  with  the  gold,  and  indeed  better  than 
only  gold,  for  the  greater  variety  pf  colours  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  mixture  of  male  and  female  . 
but  one  perfwaded  that  a  better  Tiufture  proceeds 
from  gold  alone  may  mix  gold  only,  not  io,  one 
skilful  of  metals,  who  knoweth  the  power  ol  the 
cordial  union  of  gold  and  lilver,  dilTolved  m  one 
and  the  fame  Maijtruum )  put  them  mixt  in  a  Phi-- 
lofophical  ved'cl  to  dillblve,  and  in  the  fpace  ofone 
puarter  of  an  hour,  thofe  mixt  metals  will  be  ra¬ 
dically  dilTolved  by  the  Mercury,  and  will  give  a 
purple  colour  ;  after  encreafe  the  fire  by  degrees, 
and  it  will  be  changed  into  a  very  fine  green,  to 
which  taken  out ,  pour  the  water  of  dew  to  dih 
folve>  which  may  be  done  in  half  an  hour,  ni¬ 
tre  the  folution,  and  abltrail  the  water  through  a 
clafs  alembeck  in  B.  which  pour  out  again  afrelh, 
and  abftra(fl,  which  do  three  times ,  in  the  mean 
time  that  greenefs  will  be  turned  into  a  black  co¬ 
lour,  like  Ink,  ftinking  like  a  carcafs,  and  therefore 
odious ;  and  it  behoves  fometimes  to  take  away 
the  water  reaffufed  and  digefted,  and  that  blacknefs 
and  ftink  will  depart  in  the  fpace  of  forty  hours, 
and  will  produce  a  pure  milky  whitenefs,  which  ap¬ 
pearing  take  away  all  the  moifture  till  it  be  dry 
which  w’ill  be  a  white  mafs,  and  in  few  hours  of  a 
pleafant  colour,  divers  colours firft  appearing,  it  is 
turned  into  a  fine  greenefs  better  than  the  former 
to  which  you  muft  affufe  the  fpirit  of  wine  well 
rectified  to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  fingers,  and 
that  green  gold  dilTolved  will  draw  that  fpint  of 
wine,^for  the  great  amity,  like  a  dry  fpunge  draw¬ 
ing  waters,  and  will  communicate  to  it  a  qumteflence 
as  red  as  blood,  by  which  means  the  greenefs  is 
deprived  of  its  quickening  tindure,  the  fuperfluous 

afhy  body  being  left-  .  , 

You  mull  decant  and  filtrate  the  tinged  fpirit, 
and  in  a  B.  by  a  glafs  alembeck,  abftrad  it  from 
the  red  tin6lure,attradl;ingthe  fiery  eflence  of  the  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  fo  that  they  may  be  very  clofe  and 
infeparably  conjoyned,  from  which  an  unfavoury 
water  only  diftils,  the  vertue  of  the  fpirit  ofwme 
being  left  with  the  tindure  of  gold  like  a  red  fie¬ 
ry  fait  fufile  and  volatile  of  which  gram  i.  can 
tinge  \  i.  of  fpirit  of  wine  ,  or  any  other  liquor, 
with  a  blood=red  colour,  for  it  is  foluble  in  any 
moifture  i  and  therefore  may  be  kept  in  a  liquid 
form  for  the  Panacea  of  moft  defperate  Difeafes. 
Now  I  will  communicate  the  proprieties  of  the  true 
tindure  ,  by  which  true  potable  gold  is  known. 
This  tindure  next  the  ftone  is  the  belt  of  all  me¬ 
dicines,  between  which  and  that,  there  is  but  this 
difference,  the  foul  of  gold  is  volatile,  nor  hath  en¬ 
trance  into  imperfed  metals,  and  therefore  cannot 
tranfmute  into  pure  fine  gold,  which  virtue  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Philofophers  ftone.  The  ioul  ot 
gold,  though  it  be  the  beft  part,  yet  it  is  not  fixt 
in  fire  but  volatile  *,  but  the  Philofopher’s  Stone  is 
fixt  in  fire,  and  remains,  by  reafon  of  a  longer  di- 
eeftion.  But  whdher  that  foul  or  volatile  tindure 
and  red  Lyon  may  be  fixt  by  help  of  fire ,  and 
turned  into  the  Univerfal  medicine ,  and  tinging 
flon^  that  1  know  not ,  becaufe  hitherto  I  have 
not  tryed,  therefore  he  may  who  extrads  the 
foul  of  gold,  make  further  tryal,  whether  he  can 
find  any  thing  better.  For  this  Work  treateth  of 
nothing  but  tne  beft  medicine  of  S^ld  >  but  other 
things  I  know  not. 


Therefore  the  deceit  of  the  Diftillers  of  Wine, 
and  other  vegetable  waters,  felling  potable  gold,  is 
not  unknown,  being  not  affarned  to  fell  any  water 
coloured  yellow  or  red  to  the  ignorant  for  a  great 
price.  And  the  errour  of  others  diffolving  the 
body  of  gold  in  Aqua  Regia ,  or  fpirit  of  fait, 
which  again  they  abftrad  to  a  dry  remainder  ,  to 
which  for  extradion  they  afibfe  the  fpirit  of  wine  : 
Which  is  not  an  extradion  ,  but  fome  particular 
folution  of  gold ,  made  by  help  of  the  corrofive 
fpirits  left  in  the  gold,  tinging  the  fpirit  of  wine 
with  a  yellow  colour,  which  fo  coloured,  they  call 
their  potable  gold  •,  which  jaotwithftanding  is  redu¬ 
ced  into  gold,  the  fpirit  of  wine  being  abftraded, 
which  can  do  no  more  than  any  other  Calx  of  gold, 
which  the  Archens  cannot  digeft,  but  feparates,  be¬ 
ing  indigefted,  with  the  Excrements.  And  alfo  it 
is  the  errour  of  others,  ignorantly  deceiving  tbem^ 
felves  and  others,  extrading  the  Calx  of  gold  with 
peculiar  menftrHums  and  fpirits,  knowing  not  that 
the  menflrHHm  affufed  to  gold  to  be  red  of  it  felf 
by  a  long  digeftion,  which  decanted,  they  adraini- 
fter  inftead  of  potable  gold  ,  who  if  they  weighed 
the  remaining  Calx,  would  by  experience  fee  that 
nothing  departed  from  the  gold  j  which  you  may 
try  by  the  fetting  the  fpirit  or  me»ftrHnm  in  a 
remifs  heat,  or  longer  in  cold,  which  of  it  felf  doth 
wax  red,  as  if  it  had  been  affufed  to  the  Calx  of 
Sol.  But  the  caufe  of  this  rednefs  is  ( unknown 
to  them)  nothing  but  a  certain  nitrous  fait  and 
volatile,  as  of  Antimony,  Urine,  Tartar ,  Harts¬ 
horn,  Hair ,  (^c.  exalting  the  colour  of  any  Sul¬ 
phur. 

Wherefore  it  neceffarily  follows,  if  Artifts  min¬ 
gle  with  the  fpirit  of  wine  in  which  is  a  fulphur, 
fuch  exalting  falts,  that  it  will  thence  be  exalted 
in  colour,  and  wax  red  ;  which  alfo  happens  to 
them,  who  ufe  to  extrad  a  tindure  with  diftiiled 
Oyls,  having  a  volatile  fait,  as  are  oyl  of  Lemmons, 
Cloves,  «Soot, 

For  fuch-like  tindure  or  potable  gold  is  inefficas 
cious,  as  experience  witneffeth.  But  I  would  not 
fay  there  is  no  other  tindure  to  be  prepared  out 
of  gold,  befidc  this  tindure  :  for  being  diflblved 
in  1  weet  menfirmms^  that  it  cannot  be  feparated  by 
precipitation,  it  can  do  wonderful  things  in  many 
grievous  Difeafes  i  but  alwaies  the  living  metal  is 
to  be  chofen  inftead  of  the  dead. 

But  true  potable  gold  is  not  fo  only  in  name  and 
(hew  (as  are  divers  waters  tinged  with  a  yellow  or 
red  colour)  but  alfo  endued  with  golden  faculties 
and  venues ,  fo  that  it  may  adually  appear  to  be 
made  of  gold,  but  irreducible  by  Fire  into  Gold, 
fpiritual  and  penetrative,  ftrengtbning  the  vital  fpi- 
rits,  that  they  may  overcome  their  enemies.  But 
it  muft  alfo  be  endued  with  this  Vertue ,  that  it 
may  change  imperfed  metals,  chiefly  Mercury, Lead, 
and  filver  into  pure  gold  ^  not  truly  like  a  fixt 
tindure,  tinging  with  profit  the  bafer  metals  in  flux ; 
but  only  perfeding  particularly  in  a  moift  way  by  di¬ 
geftion,  where  fome  part  of  the  metal  alone  is  tur¬ 
ned  into  better.  For  this  tindure  of  fait  or  gold 
is  very  volatile,  fo  that  it  cannot  refift  the  firej 
but  with  a  gentle  heat  it  melteth  like  wax,  and  is 
fublijned  like  red  fait ,  foluble  in  fpirit  of  Wine, 
that  it  may  be  fit  for  Phyfical  ufes. 

AMb  true  potable  gold  being  taffed ,  is  neither 
corrofive, nor  aftringent  like  other  folutions  of  gold : 
neither  doth  it  pollute  the  hands,  the  nails  and  hair 
with  a  black  or  yellow  colour ,  but  rather  makes 

them 
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them  more  fine  ,  neither  doth  it  infed  copper, 
tin,  lead,  with  ruft  or  a  black  colour,  but  rather 
makes  them  more  clear*,  neither  js  it  a  body  of 
gold  reducible  by  extradion,  nor  into  white  gold, 
which  may  recover  its  former  colour  by  Antimony, 
2nd  Regia,  but  it  is  like  an  afhy  earth,  and 
I  fublimable  in  a  gentle  heat  like  Arfenick,  not  endu- 
^ring  the  try^d  of  the  cnple,  which  vertues  if  it  have, 
it  may  be  c^led  the  true  Tiodure  of  G<dd  :  but  if 
not,  not  fo,  but  rather  a  fophifticated  potable  gold, 
^not  10  be  mcdled  withal.  -  . 

Of  the  medicinal  hfe  of  this  golden  Medicine. 

■  .  I . 

WE  have  before  demonftrated  the  fun  to  be 
the  original  of  gold,  or  endued  with  the  in¬ 
credible  vertues  of  the  terreftrial  fun.  For  *  the 
ftrength  and  vertues  of  all  vegetables,  animals  and 
minerals  lie  hid  in  it  i  which  cannot  be  raanifefted 
hut  by  a  Philofopher  ,  and  that  by  fqDar^ion,  to , 
wit ,  of  the  intrinfical  and  pure  parts from  the 

impure.  ,  ,  ■ 

This  fpeech  will  happily  feem  to  thee  incredible^or 
not  very  likely  to  fay  that  gold  is  reducible  ihto  a 
fpiritual  eflence,  agreeable  to  humane  nature, .  en¬ 
dued  with  the  ftrength  of  all  animals  ,  vegetables 
and  minerals.  Surely  thou  lhalt  hardly  perfwade 
him  whom  Vulcan  hath  not  made  a  Philofopher  to 
■believe  it.  But  who  will  trouble  himfelf  fo  much 
as  with  fure  reafons  to  decide  all  Controverfies, 
which  if  podible ,  yet  for  many  reafOns  is  here 
omitted  ;  but  for  fureties  fake  I  will  fend  back  the 
Reader  to  the  fecond  part  of  our  Furnaces,  where 
he  fliall  find  how  out  of  Antimony  and  Sulphur,  by 
a  good  Chymift,  with  the  help  of  fire,  may  be  drawn 
not  only  the  force  and  faculty  of  divers  vegetables, 
but  alfo  their  natural  odour ;  which  yet  did  not 
appear  in  them  before  they  were  radically  diflbl- 
ved,  which  if  it  may  be  done  by  any  imperfect  and 
fetid  mineral,  why  not  alfo  by  a  perfect  and  ma¬ 
ture  mineral? 

If  we  were  good  naturalifls,  and  very  diligent 
Chymifts ,  then  we  need  not  to  fill  Elaboratories 
with  fo  many  pots  and  boxes,  nor  fpend  ib  much 
coft  in  fetching  in  fo  many  forreign  medicinal  fpe- 
cies,  becaufe  without  queftion  the  ftrength  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  all  vegetables,  animals,  and  minerals,  by 
j  an  eafier  way  may  be  found  in  fome  few  fubjedls. 
And  as  the  true  tindure  of  Sol  well  fixed,  is  endued 
with  all  the  vertues  of  all  vegetables,  animals  and 
minerals  j  fo  alfo  defervedly  is  aferibed  to  it  the 
force  of  curing  all  difeafes  ^  but  with  a  difference. 
iFor  there  are  divers  kinds  of  the  Gout  in  hands 
and  feet,  as  alfo  of  the  Stone  and  Leprofie  j  which 
fometimes  are  inveterate  and  uncurable  Difeafes, 
fometimes  new  and  curable.  Who  therefore ,  not 
mad,  would  promife  to  cure  all  and  every  difeafe 
indifferently,  by  any  certain  medicine  ?  Certainly 
no  man, although  he  had  the  very  ftone  of  the  Philofo- 
phers. 

For  oft-times  the  Stone  of  the  Bladder  is  expel¬ 
led  or  cut  out,  moft  hard  and  infoluble  by  a^qaa- 
j  fortis^  which  not  any  medicine  not  corrofive  could 
diflolve ;  which  ftrength,  although  they  aferibe  to 
their  medicine,  yet  they  cannot  perform  it.  Pro- 
mifes  therefore  do  not  fuffice,  which  none  can  per- 
I  form  :  for  Prom^fet  become  Debts,  which  is  obferved 
by  few  }  wherefore  by  the  haters  of  the  Arc  the 


truth  fuffers,  and  the  hope  of  good  I'ucceis.of  Chy- 
mical  medicines  dyeth.  It  is  befi  therefore  to  pir. 
form  more  than  promife ,  and  the  work,  (hall  praife- 
the  workman.  How  can  a  Medicine  penetrate  to 
the  extream  parts  of  the  body  5,  to  wit,  the  hands 
and  feet,  and  diffolve,the  coagulated  matter  wa.x- 
ing  hard,  which  out  of  the  Body  no  corrofive  Me¬ 
dicine  can  dillolve  ?  It  is,  fufiicient  if  a  medicine 
finding  a  vifeous  tartarepus  and  fait  matter^  not  yet 
coagulated,  do  diffolve  and  expel  it.  The  like  is 
to  be  underftood  of  the  ftone  in  the  reins ,  and 
bladder-  In  this  manner  I  will  aferibe  the  curing 
Of  the  Gout  in  the  hands  and  feet^  the  ftone  in  the 
kidneys  and  bladder,  to  my  tincture  of  Sol,  as  well 
in  old  as  young  5  but  fo  that,,  if  need  be,  fpecifical 
Catharticks  may  be  adminiftr^d,  and  extrinfecaUy 
Bathes  for  promoting  the  cure,  .whereby  'Nature 
may  the  foo'ner  do  its  office.  But  above  afi  things, 
we  muff:  not  flight  Divine  Providence  :  For  oft- 
times  God  fmites  us  with  a  Difeafe  incurable  by 
Attj  unlefs  Divine  wrath  be  firft  appeafed  by  hum¬ 
ble  Repentance,  which  is  the  bell  medicine  of  all. .  ^  As 
alio  the  cure  of  all  Difeafes  coming  of  the  cor-r 
thptioh  of  the  Blood,' as  the,  Leprofie,  the  French 
Pift$fey  and.,  other  impurities  ;  which  are  taken 
away  by  this  tindure ,  if  withal  Catharticks  and 
Diaphoreticks  are  adminiftred ,  cleanfing  and  re¬ 
newing!  the  blood  above  all  other  medicines.  This 
Tindurealfo  takes  .away  all  the  obftrudipns  of  the 
Liver,  Spleen,  Kidneys,  and  other  parts,  becaufe  it 
warmsi  attenuates,  incides,  and  evacuates  the  origi¬ 
nal  of  divers  Difeafes.  It  alfo  cures  all  violent 
and  acute  difeafes,  as  the  Epilepfie,  Plague,  Fea- 
vers,  ^r.  ,  ;  ;  j-  j  , 

It  provoketh  the  Menferues  of  old  and  young,’ 
chiefly,  if  alfo  extrinfically  it  be  rightly  admini¬ 
ftred  :  which  way  many  are  well  cured,  who  other- 
wife  are  like  to  perilh  miTerably ;  it  warms  and 
cleanfeth  the  Matrix  above  all  other  Medicines,  and 
fenders  it  fit  to  perform  its  office  :  It  preferVes  it 
alfo  from  all  accidents  of  Sterility,  and  other  very 
grievous  Difeafes,  caufing  death.  It  expels  the  wa-, 
ter  of  the  Dropfie  by  urine,  it  farifieth  and  dryeth 
up  the  fuperfiuous  moiftures  of  the  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  parts,  like  the  Sun  drying  and  confuming. 
waters, by  which  means  the  body  recovers  its  prifline 
fanity  :  of  other  difeafes  to  write  in  particular 
there  is  no  need,  becaufe  in  all  and  every  one, 
without  difference ,  it  may  be  ufed  as  a  generat 
Medicine,  in  old  as  well  as  young.  This  medicine 
doth  not  only  reftore,  but  alfo  conferve  health  till 
the  predeftinated  time. 

The  Dofe  is'from  three  grains  or  drops  to  bstelve, 
of  more,  but  to  Children  i,  2,  or  ^  with  its  appfoi 
priated  vehicle,  or  in  wine  or  beer  to  be  admini¬ 
ftred  daily,  which  Dofc  may  be  taken  oftenef  in  i 
day,  refpeft  being  had  to  the  fick  party. 

And  fo  I  make  an  end ,  hoping  to  have  pleafed^ 
my  Neighbour :  for  without  doubt,  who  ufeth  this 
golden  Medicine  well,  lhall  do  well,  chiefly  ..lifting 
up  his  heart  (  acknowledging  his  fins )  to  God  the 
Giver  and  Creator  of  all  good,  in  filial  humility/ 
imploring  his  help  andbleffing;Which  the  omnipotent 
God  and  merciful  Father,  that  he  vvould  beftow  on 
us  his  temporal  blefling  in  this  life  with  found 
health,  and  hereafter  life  eternal,  of  His  free  grace,' 
Let  Hs  pray ,  Amen, 


t  J  N  I  S, 
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mineral  WORK: 
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THE  FIRST  PART, 

Wherein  is  Taugkt  the  Separation  of 


Out  of  Flints,  Sand,  Clayj  and  other  Foffiles  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  which  ,  otherwifc 
cannot  be  purged.  Alfo  a  Panaeti»  or  Univerfal  Aneimonial  Medicine,  and  the  ■ 
ule  thereof.  Invented  and  publifhed  in  favour  of  the  Studious  in  the 

CHTMICAL  JIlT. 
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By^ioDn  SlnDolpH  tl^ianbet. 


A  Preface  to  the  Reader. 


^  — ^Here  will  he  fom  without  douk^  kcaufe  the 

I  i  Edition  of  other  Pieces  (  of  which  J  made 
B  mention  in  fome  former  Tranates  a  few 

A  '  years  ^aft  hath  been  hitherto  by  reafon 
of  diverfe  journeys^  and  other  •various  im- 
pediments,  neMed,  who  will  thin^^having  no  know- 
ledie  of  me  f  that.  /  am  unable  to  perform  my  promt] e  \ 
and  there  are  khers^  who  knowing  my  Condthon^  and 
the  Contumelies  of  my  Enemies^  will  fear  that  ^  hetng 
diverted  from,  my  pnrpofe  by  thefe  Reproaches^  wtU  make 

•void  my  fecret  promijes.  But  I  have  refolved  to  jrand 

to  my  promt fe,  that  thefe  men  may  fee  that  I  am  nei¬ 
ther  moved  nor  altered  with  the  Taunts  of  the  Envious  j 
but  that  they  may  be  convinced  by  real  demonstration  of 
my  fecrcts'^  fome  of  which,  1  Jhall  new  for  the  publtck^ 
good  endea'vour  to  communicate’  And  although  the  in- 
latitude  of  the  V^orld  be  caufe  enough  for  my  Jilence, 
yet  the  Hprightnefs  of  my  Heart  would  not  permit  me  to 
conceal  thoje  things,  notwithfianding  the  malevolent  and 
wigratefuL  Befide  alfo  the  following  Reafon  moved  me 
becaufe  there  are  fame  ambitious  men^  who  faljly  boafl  of 
the  knowledge  of  diver fe  of  my  fecrets  •  wherefore,  fome 
have  been  moved  to  thinks  that  mine  are  not  my  own, 
hit  the  iVorks  and  IVrittngs  of  others by  which  means 

lhave  been  deprived  of  my  due  Praife,being  attributed  to 
another,  And  this  /  have  often  found,  that  one  or  other 
having’ by  entreaties  obtained  a  fecret  from  me ,  have 
afterward  through  Ojhntation  aferibed  it  to  themfelves. 

There  are  others  alfo  who  fear  not  to  reproach  me,  and 
my  Writings,  as  though  they  were  trifles^  not  attaining 
their  defredendyvhoCr^aher  than  I  who  have  written  plain 
enoigh  )  are  themfelves  to  be  blamed,  for  being  ignorant 
how  to  work,  Such  and.  other  things  might  deter  me,  but 
/  would  not  omit  the  publiping  of  thefe  Huntings  for  thofe 
mens  fake  ivho  are  pious  and  honefi.  IVherefore  J  open, 
ly  affirm,  that  thefe  things  publiped  by  me  are  not  on¬ 


ly  no  trifles,  but  mofl-  true,  and  alfo  my  own,  and  not  the 
Invention  of  another.  And  I  call  him  a  Iyer,  who  pall 
boafi  him/elf  the  Author  without  any  of  my  help.  But 
of  thefe  enough  !  yet  J  would  have  the  Reader  know,  that 
for  the"  meanefs  of  the  fiile ,  /  am  not  like  many  Wri¬ 
ters,  who  more  look,  after  the  flourip  of  words  than  the 
thing  it  felf  j  /  rather  feek  that  my  Neighbour  may  pro¬ 
fit  by  me.  Wherefore,  for  his  better  underflanding,  /  had 
rather  be  prolixe  in  words,tedious  to  delicate  ears, than  write 
in  obfeure  brevity  adorned  with  Rhetorical  figures.  For  I 
know  that  the  fludious  in  the  Art  do  affeSl  a  prolixe, plain., 
and  difiinSt  information  or  inftruStion,  rather  than  a  Ci¬ 
ceronian  or  And  now,  in  the  Name  of  God,  I 

will  begin  my  Wofkgwhich  is  snofi  profitable  to  all ,  and 
will  faithfully  communicate  and  publip  the  fame  in  that 
manner  as  it  was  written  by  me  in  my  travel,  under  the 
title  of  The  Mineral  Work,  divided  into  three  parts. 
In  the  firfi  of  which  pall  be  taught  how  out  cf  fund  and 
golden  flints,  corporeal  gold  may  be  drawn  by  the  help 
of  Spirit  of  Salt.  Which  fecret,  although  it  mdy  feem 
fmall,  yet  it  is  that  whereby  (  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
Clones  and  true  fand  being  obtained')  life  may  be  fu- 
fiained,  and  alfo  the  cofl  laid  out  may  be  rtcompenfed, 
as  fhall  be  proved  in  the  following  parts. 

In  the  fecond  part  (hall  be  treated  of  the  original  and 
generation  of  metals,  and  alfo  of  the  defiruciion  of  Afine- 
rals  and  Metals. 

In  the  third  part  fhall  he  demonfirrated  the  pojfibili- 
ty  of  metallicol  tranfmutation  by  Nature  and  Art,  and 
that  with  divers  reafons  :  which  demonftration  is  not 
{unle  fs  I  am  deceived )  performed  yet  by  any ,  being  the 
foundatien  of  all  metallick  Philofophy,  and  the  Goldeii 
Crown  of  all  my  Writings.  Which  God  grant  I  may 
perfeh,  to  the  glory  of  his  Divine  Name.^  and  the  good 
of  my  Neighbour,  AtaQUi 
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^  mofl  profitable  procefs  of  the  fe par  at  ion  of  Gold  out  of  Flints,  Sand,  Clay ,  red  and  black  Talk, 
and  other  Fojfiles^  containing  vtry  fubtle  Gold,  thin  and  Jpongeous,  which  otherwife  cannot  be  fe  pa- 
rated,  either  for  its  fcarcitj,  or  the  obflinacy  of  the  Mineral,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Cojl  to  be 
bejiorved ;  viz.  very  eafily  with  the  fpirit  of  Salt. 


Know  firft,  (  good  Reader  )  that  not  all 
Sand,  Clay,  nor  all  Flints,  and  other 
Foflllesdo  contain  Gold,  but  only  fomei 
without  the  knowledge  of  which,  this 
fecret  availeth  nothing.  And  becaufe 
the  knowledge  of  thefe  are  very  neceflary  for  the 
!  Artilf,  I  will  fhew  how  they  are  to  be  proved,  whe¬ 
ther  they  contain  Gold  or  not,  that  he  labour  not 
in  vain,  but  that  it  may  prove  to  his  commodity  or 
profit. 

The  madnefs  of  Men,  fearching  after  uncertain 
things  is  wonderful,  but  negledling  certain,  although 
expofed  to  every  ones  view ,  for  many  feeking  the 
!  perfedion  of  Metals  to  gain  Riches,  are  bufied  about 
'  an  uncertain  thing,  becaufe  of  a  thoufand  fcarce  one 
I  obtaines  his  end  :  altho’  they  may  be  perfedted  and 
purified  ,  I  mean  imperfedt  and  impure  metals,  fo 
that  good  Gold  and  Silver  may  thence  be  extrac- 
,  ted,  but  this  Art  is  given  to  few  ,  neither  is  every 
i  one  fit  to  perform  the  bufinefsi  becaufe  it  requires 
j  an  ingenious  and  experienced  Art  ist  :  But  the 
*  thing  which  is  certain,  may  be  performed  with 
:  fmall  coll  and  labour  by  any  vulgar  Chymill,  ha- 
■  ving  any  knowledge  of  the  Art  "of  fufiou  and  fe- 
paration,  being  an  ingenious  mao,  and  not  feeking 
I  things  too  high  or  too  gainful  at  the  firft  tryal- 
Be  cautious  therefore  in  the  extradlion  of  the  afore- 
iaid  ftones,  for  if  thou  fiiouldft  with  the  fpirit  of' 
Saltcxtradl  many  of  them,  having  no  Gold  with¬ 
out  doubt  thou  llialt  find  no  Gold  there  ;  And  if 
I  thou  fiiouldft  extradt  Ibme  contained  in  them,  and 
if  thou  be  ignorant  of  the  feparation  of  it  by  An-' 
limony,  thou  canft  thence  hope  for  no  profit. 

Firlc  then,  the  knowledge,  of  thofe  ftones 
is  neceflary  afterward  of  that  feparation  by  Anti¬ 
mony.  Impute  therefore  the  fault,  if  thou  erreft, 

.  not  to  me ,  but  to  thine  own  ignorance,  if  thou 
Jenoweft  not  to  extradt  the  Gold ;  for  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  cleaily,  though  thou  fhouldft  not  know  any 
thing  that  were  omitted.  And  1  before  admonilh 


thee  to  be  cautious  in  thy  work,  lelV  thou  labour 
for  nought :  For  it  is  certain,  and  no  fidtion,  that 
in  many  places  there  are  found  golden  flints,  and 
golden  clay,  and  fand,  oft-times  abounding  with 
gold.  And  if  they  do  not  abound  with  it ,  yet 
may  they  be  extraded  with  profit:  but  the  flints 
abounding  with  it  are  extradled  with  greater  gain. 
There  are  alfo  found  whole  Rocks  and  Mountains 
of  Gold,  and  great  Mountains  filled  with  golden 
Sand  and  Clay,  'not  returning  the  charge  of  walh- 
ing,  either  for  its  too  great  rarefadtion  or  fpungioli- 
ty  and  levity,  by  reafon  of  which,  its  waflied  away; 
with  the  fand;  all  which,  how  poor  foever,  may 
be  extradled  by  the  fpirit  of  Salt  with  gain, 'and- 
by  Antimony  fixed  and  purifyed.  In  brief,  this  iS 
fucli  a  fecret,  by  which,  no  man  can  be  an  impe¬ 
diment  to  another,  as  in  other  mechanical  opera¬ 
tions,  whereof  no  man  may  be  afhamed ;  for  God 
did  therefore  create  Gold  in  the  toth  and  ftones, 
that  we  may  therefore  extradt  it  to  the  glory  of 
His  Name,  and  the  benefit  of  our  Neighbour  ;  nei¬ 
ther  hath  he  forbidden  the  true  and  genuine  ufe  of 
it.  I  fay  therefore  in  truth,  that  I  have  here  de- 
feribed  this  Art,  how  ever  defpifed  by  the  ignorant, 
yet  of  greateft  moment,  and  almoft  incomprehen- 
fible.  Now  confider  the  thing  a  little  farther, 
thou  flialt  find  every  where  in  the  earth  great  Trea- 
fures  to  be  hidden,  which  only  through  ignorance 
are  not  difeovered.  Truly  it  is  known  to  all,  that 
there  is  found  golden  fand  and  clay  in  diverfe  pla¬ 
ces,  which  for  the  aforefaid  Reafons  are  left  un¬ 
laboured,  but  by  this  our  Art  may  eafily  be  worked 
upon. 

There  are  found  alfo  lilver  Mountains ,  out  of 
which  ,  filver  cannot  be  extradled  for  the  little 
weight  it  yields  :  there  is  alfo  found  in  many  pla¬ 
ces  a  certain  yellow  of  reddifli  earth,  or  fiich  like 
clay,  which  though  it  contain  ftofe  ,of  filver,  yet  it 
cannot  be  extradled  with  profit  by.  this  way,  yet 
feparable,  with  gain,  but  not  by  the  fpirit  of  fait, 

d  which 
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which  leaves  it  untoucht,  but  by  fome  other  thing, 
every  where  to  be  found  in  plenty,  of  which,  lot 
fome  reafons  wc  Oiall  fpeak  nothing  here. 

And  this  way  of  feparation  makes  much  for  the. 
poor  mineral  of  copper,  which  with  profit  cannot 
be  worked  upon  by  the  vulgar  way,  to  be  feparated 
from  the  Copper,  afterward  by  ripening  it  into  a 
better  metal,  or  turning  it  into  verdy-greafe  for  want 
of  a  better  art,  which  bulinefs  alfo  may  vvell  and  ho- 
neftly  more  than  maintain  a  family.  This  way  alfo 
may  the  rejedled  drofs  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  cop¬ 
per  be  with  profit  feparated.  But  becaufe  I  have  de¬ 
creed  to  handle  here  only  the  extraction  of  gold  out 
of  ftones,  therefore  thefe  menftrues  which  are  ufed 
in  the  extraction  of  copper  andfilver,  aredeferved- 
ly  omitted,  and  referved  for  another  place,  where 
fometime  they  lhall  be  delivered,  to  wit,  if  I  lhall 
fee  that  this  demonftration  fliall  be  accepted  in  mens 
eyes,  which  more  very  excellent  fliall  follow.  As 
now  I  have  undertaken  a  more  excellent  matter  in  love 
to  my  countrey,  by  which  it  iriay  appear,  that  <3.  r- 
many  however  reduced  to  want,  is  yet  rich  enough, 
if  it  would  but  at  laft  look  upon  its  hidden  treafures. 
There  is  no  need  to  offer  a  fore-chewed  bit,  for  de- 
mooftration  is  fufiicient,  neither  will  we  obtrude  a 
good  upon  the  negligent ;  for  to  the  ungrateful  the 
belt  things  are  unacceptable.  Thefe  therefore  being 
waved,  in  fhort  we  will  give  the  demonftration  and 
extraction  of  thole  flints,  not  doubting  but  the  ex¬ 
pert  and  e^erienced,  though  the  fluggifli  may 
not,  will  t^nce  reap  profit,  and  give  God  the 

^  What  belongs  then  to  the  aforefaid  ftones,  out  of 
which  gold  may  be  extracted,  thus  the  matter  Hands. 
All  kind  of  flints  for  the  moft  part  have  invifible 
cold,  fometiraes  vifible  and  invifible,  volatile  and 
corporeal  together  ;  but  many  commonly  contain 
impure  iron-like  volatile  gold,  and  alfo  mature,  and 
a  f^ew,  fulphureous  and  copper  like. 

Stones  which  the  Genmns  call  Qiiartz.e»s  ^ndHorrt- 
fiein.  containing  pure  and  corporeal  gold,  although 
mlxt  with  filver  and  copper,  may  be  burnt  and 
ground,  and  extracted  with  Mercury,  and  “ 
bound  with  gold,  be  purged  by  flux;  which  labours 
are  ufual  with  diggers  and  dealers  in  metal^  o 
which  1  do  not  intend  to'  write,  becaufe  others  have 
heretofore  writ  of  them-  But  thofe  flints 
and  Hornfiein  every  where  almoft  to  be  found,  con¬ 
taining  but  a  mean  quantity  of  difperfed  iron-like 
Gold,  Marcafitedike,  and  that  either  fixt  or  vola¬ 
tile,  cannot  be  feparated  with  gain,  to  wit,  neither 
by  Mercury  nor  by  Flux,  wherefore  they  are  neg- 
leCfed  by  the  Miners,  either  out  of  ignorance  or  for 
the  intolerable  cofts-  But  I  having  tryed  thofe  bafe 
ftones,  that  how  little  gold  foever  they  poffefs  •, 
yet  may  it  be  feparated  with  great  gam,  I  would 
not  intermit  to  publifh  this  knowledge  for  my  Chri- 
ftian  neighbours  fake,  not  doubting  but  this  pub¬ 
lication  will  be  profitable  to  very  many.  For  I  am 
not  ignorant  that  there  are  as  well  learned,  as  un¬ 
learned,  noble  as  ignoble,  fecular  as  fpiritual,  either 
bv  war  or  otherwife  expofed  to  poverty,  fo  that  they 
are  hardly  able  to  maintain  their  family,  &c.  and 
for  their  fakes  and  others  in  want.  I  have  pub- 
liflied  this  fecret,  which  rightly  handled  may  bring 
no  fmall  gain  yearly,  but  efpeaally  where  thofe 
ftones  arc  plentiful,  and  alfo  that 
whereof  the  defeription  is  given  in  the  firft  part  of 
the  Philofophical  Furnaces,  and  hereafter  there  lhall 
be  given  a  better,  if  nothing  hinder  i  in  the  mean 


while  life  and  enjoy  thefe.  And  if  it  happen  fo  that 
thou  canft  not  rightly  perform  all  things  of  thca- 
forefaid  traClate,  bluih  not  to  learn  the  manual  * 
perations  fvvhich  cannot  be  fo  exaCtiy  deferibed]} 
from  thofe  that  are  experienced,  left  you  hereafter 
unprofitably  fpend  your  labour  and  cofts.  As  for 
thofe  ftones  know  that  very  many  of  them  are  - 
bund  in  feveral  places,  chiefly  in  thofe  that  are 
'andy  and  mountainous,  but  in  forae  more  and  bet¬ 
ter  than  in  others  ;  for  there  is  feldom  feen  fand 
without  flints,  and  oft-times  the  fand  it  felf,  though 
very  little  doth  not  want  Gold.  But  they  are  very 
likely  to  be  found  on  the  (hoars  of  Rivers,  where 
the  waters  wafliing  away  the  fand  from  the  flints 
they  are  found  in  great  abundance,  though  they  are 
not  fo  eafily  known  by  their  outfide,  as  thofe  which 
were  found  clean  in  the  fand,  becaufe  they  are  covered 
with  (lime.  Wherefore  they  muft  be  broken  with  a 
hammer,  that  that  may  be  feen  which  is  in  them, 
which  may  better  appear  if  they  be  burnt,  and 
quencht  in  cold  water.  For  the  ftone  retaining, 
its  whitenefs  when  it  is  burnt  and  quencht  doth 
contain  nothing  but  acquiring  a  rednefs  it  (hews 
there  is  fomething  in  it,  and  the  more  red  it  is  the 
better  token  it  is. 

N.  B-  But  this  is  not  to  be  underftood  of  fandy 
ftones,  waxing  red  in  fome  part,  in  the  fire,  con¬ 
taining  no  gold,  but  of  flints  out  of  which  by  a  mu¬ 
tual  percuflion  fire  is  brought  forth,  which  the  more 
pure  they  are  the  purer  gold  do  they  yield.  There 
are  alfo  flints  out  of  which  fire  is  forced  by  percuf- 
fion  being  red  in  the  fire,  which  contain  no  gold  but 
Iron-,  which  you  may  know  by  that  clear  rednefs 
before  the  burning,  which  being  burnt  is  changed 
into  an  obfeure  rednefs,  not  fhining  and  crude  :  but 
the  flints  containing  Gold,  being  burnt  do  acquire  a: 
foir  golden  yellownefs,  or  reddilh  colour,  as  if  they 
were  covered  with  gold,  and  that  through  the  whole 
fubftance  if  they  be  broken  in  pieces.  And  thefe  give 
a  pure  gold,  but  thofe  other  yield  a  red  extraction  like 
blood,  yielding  not  gold,  but  the  pureft  and  malleable 
iron,  good  in  Chymick  ufes,  (but  chiefly  for  filver  to  be 
cemented  and  exalted )  for  gold  isfeldometobefound 
in  them-, the  which  is  well  to  be  obferved  left  thou  draw 
out  iron  in  ftead  of  gold,  and  fo  lofe  thy  labour. 

Alfo  the  beft  ftones  containing  gold,  are  thofe 
which  are  white  and  fhining,  here  and  there  through¬ 
out  having  in  the  whole  fubftance  green  fpots  and 
lines,  red,  yellow,  skic- coloured  and  brown.  There 
are  alfo  black  flints  out  of  which  fire  is  forced  by  per- 
cuffion,  having  gold  and  iron,  which  may  be  fepar^ 
ted  with  profit,  yielding  fometimes  plenty  of  ironiih 
Gold,  which  may  in  like  manner,  be  feparated  of 

which  afterward.  . 

They  are  very  good  flints  alfo  whicn  being  burnt 
retain  a  whitenefs,  with  veins  green,  skie-coloured, 
and  foch  like,  neither  are  they  diiefteemed  which 
burnt,  have  black  fpots,  and  not  veins. 

But  the  ftones  HoTtijtciTij  3lthou^4 

they  in  burning  are  not  altered,  yet  if  there  be  feen 
before  gold  volatile  and  fpiritual,  they  by  fepara¬ 
tion  of  themfelvcs  yield  gold. 

Grofsandfubtle  fand  having  light  and  yellow  gold, 
yields  in  the  burning  a  skie-coloured  fmoak,  and  is 
exalted  in  colour,  brownilh  :  but  that  hath  no¬ 
thing  which  is  not  altered. 

Subtle  earth,  yellow  or  red,  pafTing  through  fand 
or  a  mountain  like  a  vein  contains  alfo  gold,  which 
is  for  the  moft  part  volatile,  and  not  mature,  flying 
away  in  reduction,  having  ingrefs  into  filver  and 

other 
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Other  metals,  and  therefore  for  this  reafon  confer- 
vable, 

For  thy  better  knowledge  thou  mayff  prove  the 
ftones»  with  white  fufile  glafs,  which  thing  is  trea- 
■  ted  of  in  the  fourth  part  of  the  Philofophical  Fur¬ 
naces,  that  thou  maylt  not  have  caufeto  impute  the 
fault  of  thy  errour  to  me  •,  therefore  I  would  have 
ihee  underftand,  'viz,.  that  all  ftones  contain  not 
I  gold,  neither  in  all  is  it  feparable  by  the  fpirit  of  fait : 
they  are  therefore  to  be  known  before  they  be  ap- 
plyed  to  the  work. 

Nqxo  follows  the  preparation  of  flints^  and  the  extract¬ 
ion  of  the  gold  contained  in  tbcm^  by  the  fpirit  of 
fait. 

Flrfl  the  flints  being  made  red  hot  in  the  fire,  they 
muft  be  quencht  in  cold  water,  after  taken  out 
and  cooled,  and  finely  powdered. 

N.  B.  When  they  are  broken  in  a  Mortar  the  bet¬ 
ter  parts  may  eafily  be  feparated  from  the  bafer  : 
for  while  they  are  finely  powdered,  always  the  bell 
part  goes  into  red  powder  firft,  the  worfer  part  thick¬ 
er  and  hardefr  containing  little  or  nothing,  being 
left ;  And  if  they  be  courfly  pondered  and  lifted 
through  a  fine  fieve  the  more  fubtle  part  like  red 
powder  goes  through  the  fieve,  the  unufeful  part  be: 
ing  left  in  the  fieve  like  white  dull,  which  may  be 
calt  away  :  and  if  yet  fome  rednefs  appears,  it  mult 
again  be  powdered  in  a  Mortar,  and  the  better  part 
fliall  go  into  a  red  powder,  the  bafer  part  being  left 
in  the  fieve  hard  and  white  which  is  to  be  caft  away, 
but  you  mult  obferve  that  not  all  and  every  of  thefe 
flints  are  thus  feparable  by  powdering  •,  for  fome 
being  beaten  do  every  where  retain  the  famecolour, 
without  any  feparation  of  the  better  parts,  which 
you  mull  finely  powder  and  extract  in  the  whole  fub- 
ftance ,  But  they  (viz.,  thofe  feparable)  are  more 
eafily  extraiHied,  becaufe  all  the  gold  contained  in  one 
pound  for  the  molt  part  may  be  gathered  out  of 
three  or  four  ounces  finely  powdered  and  fepara¬ 
ted  in  theaforefaid  manner  fothat  it  is  not  needful 
to  extraifi:  the  whole  ftone,  nor  to  fpend  fo  much 
fpirit  of  fait.  But  fand  and  clay  need  not  fuch  a 
preparation,  but  without  a  preparation  being  made 
before,  are  extracted  by  the  alFufion  of  the  fpirit  of 
fait. 

R  then  of  the  flints  as  aforefaid  prepared  and  fe¬ 
parated  two,  three,  four,  fix  pound,  to  which  being 
put  into  a  cucurbit  of  glafs  whole  (undivided)  pour 
of  the  fpirit  of  Salt  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four 
fingers  breadth,  and  place  it  in  hot  fand  or  Balneo.^ 
that  there  the  fpirit  of  fait  may  be  hot, and  may  extraft 
the  Gold,  and  fo  let  it  continue  for  five,  fix  or  more 
hours  fpace,  until  the  fpirit  tinged  with  a  deep  red¬ 
nefs,  can  extrad  no  more.  And  perchance  at  the 
firlt  time  (though  feldom)  it  may  not  be  tinged  with 
fo  great  a  rednefs,  then  mull  you  decant  that  fame 
imperfedlly  tinged  fpirit,  and  pour  to  other  flints 
after  the  manner  exprelfed,  prepared  in  another  cu¬ 
curbit,  and  place  it  with  the  flints  in  a  moderate  heat 
for  to  extrad  the  gold ;  which  done  pour  it  off  again, 
and  pour  it  to^  frefh  flints,  and  do  fo  often  until  it 
hath  drawn  to  it  a  fufficient  quantity  of  gold  ;  which 
afterward  thou  mull  keiep,  until  thou  hall  gotten  a 
greater  quantity,  and  all  the  Gold  may  be  fepa- 
.  rated  at  one  time  from  it,  as  afterward  fliall  be 
fa  id. 

Which  done  pour  to  the  referved  flints  in  the 
firll  cucurbit,  a  frefli  fpirit  of  fait,  and  leave  thatfo 


long  in  heat,  until  it  be  coloured,  and  extrad  the 
gold  that  is  left  in  the  flints,  and  was  not  at  the 
firll  time  excraded  ^  which  fpirit  being  afterward 
decanted,  pour  it  to  the  flints  referved  in  the  fc- 
cond  and  third  cucurbit,  toextrad  the  refiduc  of  the 
gold  which  was  left  at  the  firlt  time ;  and  fo  tonfe- 
quently  to  the  others  referved,  until  the  fpirit  be 
fufficiently  coloured,  and  canattrad  no  more  y  wiiich 
afterward  pour  off  and  put  it  to  the  firll,  which 
was  referved.  You  mull  alfo  pour  a  frefli  fpirit 
to  the  remainder  of  the  extradion  for  the  extrad¬ 
ing  of  all  the  gold.  At  length  pour  to  it  alfo  com¬ 
mon  water  to  wafh  away  the  tinged  fpirit  of  gold 
remaining  in  the  flints,  that  none  of  the  Gold  may 
be  loft. 

And  this  labour  is  fo  long  and  often  to  be  repeat¬ 
ed  till  there  remain  neither  flints  nor  fpirits  •,  in  the 
mean  while  you  fliould  call  away  the  flints  extrad- 
ed  and  waflied,  that  the  cucurbits  may  be  filled  with 
frefh  flints,  and  fo  continue  the  work  ;  and  if  there 
be  no  more  fpirit  left  to  continue  the  extradion, 
you  may  then  feparate  the  extraded  gold  from  the 
fpirit,  which  is  done  as  followeth :  but  firll  you  mull 
have  plenty  of  glafs  veflels,  or  retorts  of  the  bell 
earth,  which  may  retain  the  fpirits  ^  which  you  may 
fo  far  fill  with  the  impregnated  fpirit,  that  the  fpi: 
rit  in  the  abllradion  run  not  over,  which  done,  it  is 
to  be  extraded  in  a  dry  Balneo  by  little  and  little 
from  the  Gold,  which  fpirit  ye  may  ufe  again  in  the 
aforefaid  work.  And  the  Gold  whichfc'  left  in  the 
bottom  of  the  velfels,  is  to  be  feparated  from  the 
velTcls  with  a  crooked  iron  wief  and  fkept  being  ve¬ 
ry  like  to  red  earth)  for  its  ufe,  until  thou  hall  got: 
ten  a  good  quantity,  viz.,  fo  much  as  fufiiccth  for 
feparation  and  purgation  fof  which  afterward;  to  be 
made  by  Antimony. 

N.  B.  But  when  thou  flialt  extrad  red  talc  with 
fpirit  of  fait,  red  or  black  granates,  SmWis.^  or  La¬ 
pis  Calaminaris.^  and  Other  FolTiles,  which  befide  fixt 
Gold  contain  much  immature  and  volatile  Gold  *, 
you  mull  in  the  abllradion  call  in  a  little  iron,  viz.: 
to  the  folution,  which  retains  and  fixes  the  gold 
which  otherwife  flyes  away  in  fufion.  Wherefore 
thofe  folutions  and  extradions  of  Talc  and  other 
things  containing  volatile  gold  are  better  extrad¬ 
ed  out  of  iron  Cucurbits  by  earthen  alembicks  than 
out  of  glafs  and  earthen  retorts,  becaufe  then  that 
volatile  gold  doth  attrad  only  fo  much  thence  as  is 
fufficient  for  its  fixation  ;  which  iron  is  after  eafily 
feparated  by  the  Antimony  from  the  gold,  as  lhall 
after  be  taught.  And  this  is  to  be  noted,  that  not 
the  whole  granate  is  foluble  in  the  fpirit  of  fair, 
although  it  belong  left  in  digellion,  always  retain¬ 
ing  its  former  colour ;  wherefore  there  is  a  diffe¬ 
rence  to  be  made,  or  a  preparation  to  be  learned, 
requific  for  the  folution  of  the  gold  contained  in 
them. 

And  you  mull  extrad  Talc  not  vvith  too  much 
or  excelfive  heat,  left  its  fifbliance  be  totally  difldl-  ' 
ved  in  the  fpirit  and  be  a  hinderance  to  the  work ; 
becaufe  there  is  little  profit  then,  for  it  is  therefore 
appointed,  that  a  little  gold  difperfed  in  a  great 
quantity  of  Talc  may  be  reduced  into  a  little  com- 
pafs  that  it  need  not  that  all  the  quantity  of  Talc 
be  made  fufile,  becaufe  it  will  thereby  procure  lofs. 
But  there  is  no  danger  in  flints,  becaufe  the  fpirit 
of  fait  doth  not  dilfolve  them  as  it  doth  Talc,  but 
only  extrads  gold  from  thence,  the  ftony  body  be¬ 
ing  left.  The  lapis  calaminarts  may  alfo  otherwilc 
be  handled  in  the  extradion  and  fixation  than  gra- 
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rates,  flints  and  Talc,  hccaafe  it  is  almofl  wholl'/ 
foluble  in  the  r[)irit  of  fait  i  which  work  is  not  heie 
to  be  handled,  ■  bccanfe  the  cxtraTion  and  fixation 
is  taught  in  a  peculiar  vvay  in  another  place,  ncituei 
cio  1  nacan  to  treat  of  it  here,  but  only  of  the  cx= 
traftion  of  gold  oat  of  flints  every  where  to  be 
found.  Ancfthi^  is  the  way  of  cxtrafiion  of  Gold 
out  of  flints  and  fluiti  in  heat  by  the  fp'.iit  of  fait, 
to  be  done  in  glafs  vellcls.  But  theie  is  anothci 
way  too,  which  is  done  in  cold  without  glafs  vef- 
Gls,  which  I  thought  worth  the  fetting^  down, 
that  in  the  aforefaid  work  you  may  choole  which 
you  pleafe,  this  or  that,  and  it  is  done  as  fol- 
iovveth.  We  ronfl:  have  in  this  way  Ilore  of 
earthen  funnels  well  burnt,  and  not  fucking  up  the 
fpirits;,  for  want  of  which  we  muft  have  fuch  as  be 
of  flrong  glafs. :  there  mull:  alfo  be  a  form  with  many 
holes  in  it  to  receive  the  aforefaid  funnels,  under 
W'hich  mull  be  placed  glafs  dilhes  or  bafons  to  re 
ceive  the  ftralncd  fpirit. 

Here  follotvs  thervork^to  be  firmed  by  Fitnnels. 


'I he  FhU  Fart  (f 


Part  i 


•THe  Funnels  being  put  in  the  holes  of  the  form, 

*  you  rnufi,  lirll  put  a  big  piece  in  the  ftraigh- 

tcr  part  of  the.  Funnel,  to  which  after  put  leffer  pie¬ 
ces,  and  on  thefe  again  lels, as  much  as  ferveth 
to  All  the  ftvaight  part  of  the  Funnel,  of  which  the 
larger  part  is  after  to  be  filled  with  powdered  flints, 
bur  fo  that  #cre  be  left  a  depth  of  three  or  four 
i'.ngers  bread^  for  the  fpirit  of  fait.  By  this  means 
thofe  greater  pieces  in  the  lower  part  will  hinder 
the  pafl'age  of  the  flue  pow'dcr  in  the  Ariufion  or 

thei  Spirit  of  Salt.  i.  n-  .. 

Which  being  done  as  it  ought,  pour  to  the  hints 

contained  in  the  Funnels  the  fpirit  of  fait,  two 
or  three  flhgers  breadth  in  deepnefs,  which  forth- 
w'ith  fliall  work  on  the  flints,  and  attiadt  their  gold, 
and  then  run  into  the  difh  or  bafon  fet  undeineath  . 
and  beeaufe  for  the-moft  part  at  the  firft  time, 
fome  of  the  powder  pafleth  through  with  the  fpi¬ 
rit,  you  mult  fo  often  pour  the  fame  fpirits  on 
the  flints  until  there  be  a  ftoppage,  and  the  fpirit 
come  clear;  afterward  pour  this  fpirit  into  the  le- 
cond  Funnel  with  flints ;  and  then  into  the  third, 
and  fo  confequently  , -until  it  be  ftrained  through 
the  flints  of  every  Funnel  y  or  till  the  fpirit  befui- 
ficiently  “coloured,  which  you  muft  y 

haveagotten  a  fufficient  quantity  to  be  uiftilled  by 
retort  for  the  feparating  the  fpirit  from  toe  gold. 
Then  that  firft  fpirit-  being  ftrained  through  the 
flints  of  each-  Funnel  according  to  order  and  co¬ 
loured,  pour  a  frefli  fpirit  to  the  flints  of 
Funnels  according  to  order,  beginning  at  the_  firft, 
till  you  come  to  the  laft,  until  that  be  fufficiently 
coloured  ;  which  being  done,  pour  a  frefliTpinc  of 
fait  to  the  flints  (  according  to  their  order  )  con¬ 
tained  -in'  every  Funnel.  And  when  you^  fee  the 
ftrained  fpirit;  not  to  receive  a  tinflure,  it’sa  fign 
that  all  -the"  gold  is  exiracfted  ;  and  then  pour  on  no 
more  fpirit  but  common  water,  that  it  pay 
ripH  rhe  water  wiJlattraift  the  fpirit  of  fait  left 

Mb=  iofc  whkl.  acidifl. 

water  ‘fave  by  its  felH  to^  the  fame,  and  the  like 
ufes':  which  being  done  ,  take  out  the 
flints  and  fill  the  Funnels'with  fre^  as  beloie, 
tn  ()e  extradbed  ;  and  dO-Uhis  fio  long  as  you  have 

Bints  and  fpii-it.;'  bnt.VO»  TT™; K 
not  fufficiently  tinged  into  t  {  * 

coloured  and  impregnated  with  gold,,  bat  Kei 


a  part,  and  pour  it  ftill  to  frellj  prepared  flints, 
according  to  oidcr,  contained  in  divers  fiincfjs, 
Viz.,  n.atil  it  be  fuflicienily  Coloured  and.  bf-mg  co¬ 
loured,  feparate  it  by  the  glafs  retorts'  vviLli  th? 
reft,  extridiing  it  from  the  gold  by  abfliadii'on  •, 
and  being  abilrabled  again,  rife  it  lo  a  new  work 
like  the  former.  And  by  this  means  with  loq 
pound  or  fpirit  of  fak  may  be  extracted  fome  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  flints  prepared,  and  feparate  the 
gold  contained  in  them,  which  otherwife  by  fufiou 
cannot  be  done.  But  the  chief  point  conlifteih  in 
the  extradion  (  the  fpirit  of  fait  being  well  and 
rightly  firft  adminiftred  )  viz.,  that  the  fpirit  may. 
not  be  walled  ,  whereby  many  ftones  may  be  ab- 
ftraded  with  a  little  fpirit-  But  this  caution  is  p 
be  obferyed  in  this  extradion,  which  is  done  in 
cold,  that  it  require'th  a  ft  rouge  r  fpirit  of  fait  than 
that,  which  is  done  in  heat  by  cucurbits,  or  elfe 
the  buflnes  goes  on  flower :  but  with  a  ftronger, 
fpirit  by  this  (  the  cold  )  way  they  are  extraded 
fooner  and  eafier  than  by  that  which  is  done  in 
heat ;  and  neither  fo  dangerous,  laborious  or  coft- 
ly  :  this  extradion  then,  vH.  the  cold,  requires 
a  ftronger  fpirit  of  fait  (  which  is  worth  noting  ) 
than  the  hot. 

And  this  is  that  way  ,  by  which  thofe  golden 
flints,  and  other  golden  fofliles  are  prepared,  and 
with  the  fpirit  of  fait  are  extraded,  and  by  which 
it  is  again  feparated  from  them  :  Now  fhall  fol¬ 
low  the  manner  of  purification,  viz.,  of  the  Gold 
left  in  the  Retort. 

N.  B.  The  pure  gold  being  extraded  out  of  the. 
flints,  not  the  iron-like,  there  needs  no  great  bufinefs-' 
of  purification;  for  thou  may  ft  purify  it  by  fufion 
with  borax,  or  with  the  fluxing  powder  made  with- 
the  equal  weight  of  nitre  and  tartar :  but  if  the  gold 
extraded  out  of  Flints  be  mixt  with  iron  ,  as  for,- 
the  moft  part  it  is,  then  you  muft  not  fufe  it  with- 
Fluxing  Powder,  beeaufe  it  is  not  thereby  purify- 
-cd  or  rendered  malleable  Gold,  but  feparate  it  by 
lead,  by  which  way  it  is  purged  and  made  malleable. 
And  if  fuch  Gold  have  any  fulphureous  impurity, 
mi-xt  befides,  it  is  not  to  be  feparated  with  lead, 
beeaufe  it  is  then  partly  turned  to  drofs  and  ,0'_ 
ther  impurities  by  the  iron  with  lofs ;  wherefore 
it  is  to  be  purged  with  three  parts  of  Antimony 
and  feparated;  by  which  means  nothing  is  loft 
which  is  the  belt  way  of  reparation  and  purifica¬ 
tion  of  Gold,  viz.,  the  ferreous,  without  which  it 
cannot  otherwife  be  feparated  without  lofs. 


How  impire  Cold  may  he  f  -pirated  nrJ  pirnd  by 
Anii/hoiiy. 

THis  work  is  neceflary  to  be  known,  if  you 
think  to  have  any  benefit  by  the  aforefaid  ex¬ 
tradion  of  Flints  by  the  fpirit  of  Sak,  which  with¬ 
out  this  reparation  and  redudion  is  of  no  moment : 
and  what  prout  I  pray  is  there  by  the  extradion 
of  immature  Gold,  which  by  the  common  way  can¬ 
not  be  purg’d,  requiring  the  iiiduftry  of  the  Ar, 
till  in  fulion,  whereby  it  may  be  feparated  from  its 
fulphureous  feces  and  fixed  ?  Fop  it  is  ealie  to  con- 
iedme,  that  fuch  fpiritual  and  \folatile  gold  mixed 
with  Iron,  by  that  common  flux  is  not  reducible  in¬ 
to  a  body,  but  rather  into  drofs ;  for  experience 
teftVies  that  gold  dilfolved  with  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
end  alfo  iron,  or  any  other  fulphureous  thing,  the 
fpirit  of  fait  being  abftraded  cannot  be  reduced 
whole  by  the  vulgar  flux  made  of  Nitre  and  Tartar, 

going 


I 


Parc  1*  The  Mineral 


g6mg  intodrofs :  which  ifit  happen  to  corporeal, pure 
and  hxt  gold,  how  fhall  it  be  otherwife  with  that 
which  is  incorporeal,  unclean  and  volatile  ?  for  the 
Gold  being  ironifh  commonly,  which  is  extraded 
out  of  Hones,  and  iron  having  great  affinity  vyith 
gold  (by  reafon  of  which  being  nearly  united,  it  is 
difficultly  feparated,  fo  that  it  ealier  goes  with  iron 
into  dvofs  than  parted  from  it)  you  mull  of  necelli 
ty  make  a  flux  not  only  attrading  that  impure 

gold,  buotalfo  purifying  and  cleanling  it, 

Antimony  alone  doth,  which  with  its  combultible 
fufible  Sulphur  eaftly  enters  that  ironiffi  Gold  . 
But  by  its  Mercury  it  attradeththe  pure  corporeal 
gold,  and  cleanfeth  it ,  and  feparates  it  from  all 
drofs  without  any  lofs :  wherefore  there  cannot  be 
a  better  flux,  but  requiring  indultry,  or  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  reparation  of  the  Antimony  from  the  gold,with 
out  waiting  the  gold  j  which  is  done  as  follows* 

And  firit  your  ferreous  gold,  that  is  left  in  the 
abftradion  of  the  fpirit  of  fait,  mull  be  finely  powr 
dered  in  iron  retorts  or  pots,  and  mingled  with  it 
two  or  three  parts  of  Antimony  powdered ,  and 
mixt  in  a  very  ilrong  crucible  filled  and  covered, 
and  then  fufed  in  our  fourth  furnace,  until  that  flow 
like  water  ;  which  foon  appearing,  pour  them  toge¬ 
ther  into  a  heated  Cone,  fmeared  within  with  wax, 
9nd  when  they  be  cold,  feparate  from  the  drofs  the 
Regultis  (having  moft  of  the  gold)  with  a  hammer, 
and  keep  it  by  it  felf.  Which  done,  you  mufta- 
gain  melt  the  drolfy  Antimony  fas  yet  containing 
much  gold  )  that  was  left,  in  the  crucible,  and  add 
to  it  a  little  filing  of  Iron,  mixing  them  with  a 
crooked  wier,  and  that  Antimonial  combuftible  ful- 
phur  will  be  mortified  by  adding  iron ,  and  will 
jield  a  Reguins  containing  the'  reil  of  the  gold, 
which,asa  regard  is  had  to  the  quantity  of  iron  added, 
will  be  more  or  lefs,  and  for  the  moft  part  will  an¬ 
swer  in  weight  to  the  weight  of  the  iron  ;  then 
caft  the  mafs  (well  flowing)  into  a  Cone  heated  and 
fmeared  on  the  inlidd  with. wax,  which  being  cold, 
feparate  again  the  Regulus  from  the  drofs  with  a 
hammer,  which  alfo  is  to  be  kept  by  it  felf*,  melt 
ithe  drofs  again,  as  before,  and  precipitate  it ‘With 
iron,  and  extraft  the  Regulus  thence ,  which  keep ' 
by  its  felf,  for  it  contains  gold  anft  filver  mixt. 
For  the  beft  gold  is  precipitated  the  firft  time,  but 
afterward  the  bafer  fort,  and  at  laft  only  Silver* 
Wherefore  every  Regulus  is  to  be  kept  .by  it  felf, 
that  the  pureft  gold  may  be  a  part,  and  the  filve^ 
red  gold  by  it  felf.  y.-i  "  ’ 

A/.  B.  And  if  the  Antimony,  by  the  addition  of 
iron^  do  lofe  its  fufibility,  and  therefore  can  yield 
no  Regulus ,  it’s  required ,  that  you  at  every  'time 
when,  precipitation  is  made,  by  adding  iron  ,  that 
you  do  alfo  caft  in  fome  Mijy^  to  make  the  mafs 
to  melt  in  the  crucible  and  precipitate  the  Regulus. 
All  the  gold  and  filver  being  reduced  into  three  or' 
four  Re?ulus\  you  muft  keep  the. droffy  parts  by, 
themfelves  that  w’ere  left,  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak 
hereafter. 

■  5  ■  ■  •  ■  i  ■ 

Norp  follows  the  way  of  feparating  the  Gold  and  Siher 
from  the  Antimony. 

E  aforefaid  antimonial  may- many 

waies  be  purged,  and  firft  by  help  of  Bellows 
on  a  plain  earthen  teft,  as  the  cuftom  is  with  Gold- 
fmiths  when  they  make  Gold  fufile  by  Antimony, 
which  labour  is  tedious  and  dangerous  j  which  cam 
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not  be  done  often  without  the  lofs  of  health  ,  nor 
in  great  quantity  :  wherefore  when  a  !>ettcr  way 
is  known,  ’tis  a  folly  to  do  it  fo.  1  he  RvgnlHs'^<i 
alfo  maj  be  purified  by  lead  on  a.tefte,  which  work 
may  be  done  in  a  great  quantity,  but  it  requires 
abundance  of  coals  and  lead,  where  the  Antimony 
cannot  be  preferved  :  but  it  may  be  done  with  gain, 
and  is  to  be  preferred  before  the  former  waies  ; 
Thou  maift  if  thou  pleafeft  calcine  the  aforefaid 
RegulHs^s  to  allies,  and  then  fufe  them;  which  way 
the  gold  and  filver  may  ealily  be  drawn  out.  Thou 
maift  alfo  fufe  them  in  a  crucible,  and  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  fome  falts,  feparate  the  antimony  from  the 
gold  and  filver,  turning  the  antimony  into  drofsy 
which  being  feparated,  thofe  are  found  purified  and 
malleable,,  which  though  it  be.  the  ealiefti  way,  it  is 
yet  alfo  very  dangerous,  for  the  falts  often,  if  you 
do  not  warily  proceed,  do  fpoyl  much  gold  and  fftj 
ver,  and  fometimes  leave  gold  inimalleable ,  and  fo 
double  the  pains.  ■  f  >.  <•  .  . 

But  he  who  knows  how  to  do  this i  by  Nitre  only,' 
he  may.' with- great  gain,  and  in  a  ihortjtime,  pu- 
rifie  a  great  quantity  of  the  aforefaid  Regulus's  with-, 
out  lofs  of  the  gold,  filver,  or  antimony.  There, 
are  alfo  other  means  for  the  doing  of.  it  which  to 
relate  were  tedious  and  indeed  impoffible.  Where», 
fore  I  will  fet  down  the  beft  of  all,  moft  profitable 
in  the  feparations  of  great  quantities  of  Regujus^s... 
Where  firft  is  required  fome  peculiar  little  Furnace' 
with  a  Fire  almoft  like  to  that  in  our  firft  part  of 
Philofophical  Furnaces,  built  for  the  flibliming  of, 
Flowers ;  it  wants  indeed  a  grate,  but  it  hath  little 
vents  for  to  make  the  coals  burn,  that  thy  antimony 
feparated  from  the  gold,  may  be  fublimated  or  ele¬ 
vated  into  fublimatory  veffels.  Which  being  right-, 
ly  built  and  heated,  let  fo  much  of  the  Regulus  be 
caft  in  with  a  fpoon  as  the  Fire  can  bear,  which, 
will  quickly  melt  and  be  elevated,  the  air  being  at- 
traded  by  the  vents ,  without  any  trouble ;  which 
being  fublimed,  you  may  caft  in  more, -if  you  have 
more,  until  all  the  Regulus  be  feparated  i;aad  Subli¬ 
mated  frbm  the  gold  and  filver,  which  ate  left  in 
the  Fire  pure  and  malleable  ;  the  furnace  being  .Cold, 
‘you  may  take  out  the  Flowers  and  keep  them  (of 
which  afterwards)  for  ufes,  which  way  you  may.  not 
only  feparate  a  great  number  of  Regulus's  fxQm  gold 
and  filver  in  a  ifmall  time,  but  alfo  keep  all  the  an» 
timoriy,  which  may  many  waies  be  ufed  iij  Alchy- 
ray  and  Medicine  with  great  profit.  Whiclifureis 
an  excellent  knowledge,  for  not  only  hereby,  may 
any  one  get  abundantly,  without  wronging  his  neigh# 
bour,  but  alfo  help  many  fick  People,  ’viz..  by  that 
excellent  Medicine  made  of  the  Flowers :  which  is 
a  fpecial  gift  of  God,  for  which  we  owe  immortal 
(Thanks. ,  And  this  is,  of  all  others  that  I  know,  the 
beft  way  of  reparation  of  gold  .from  antimony,’ 
yvhich  is  not  only  done  in  great  quantity,  in  a  fhor^ 
time,  and  with  fmall  charge,'  but  alfo  without  lofs 
:of  the  Antimony.’ 

I  .  .  '1  -  .  "  '  r  -  ■  '  ;  i  ^ 

Here  follows  the  Vfe  of  the  Antimonial  Blowers, 

Firft, you  may  take  the  whiteft  of  the  Flowers  QUt  of 
the  lower  ..hole,  and  keep  them  for  a  Univeefal, 
Medicine;  but  reduce,  the  reft  (  being  lefs  pure) 
into  Regulus  by  the  fait  of  Tartar,  for  divers  ufes  , 
as  fliaUbe  faid  afterward;  or  you  may  miagla  them 
with  an  equal  weight,  of  common  fulphur,  or  anti¬ 
mony,  which  being  mixt  in  a  covered  crucible,  melt 
them,'  and  they  will  yield  an  antimony  like  to  a  na; 

E  e  tural^ 
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tural,  good  to  purifie  gold :  or  thou  maifl:  mingle 
them  with  other  metals- or  minerals,  that  by  this 
means  they  may  be  made  better.  Or  thou  mailt 
ufe  them  in  Chyrurgery,  for  they  of  all  ftiptickplai- 
fters  make  the  belt.  In  brief,  the  aforefaid  Flowers 
may  many  waies  be  ufed  with  good  gain  and  fuc" 

The  aforefaid  antimonial  drofs  may  alfo  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  Flowers ,  and  ufed  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
which  indeed  are  endowed  with  as  excellent  Pro¬ 
perties ,  as  they  which  are  made  out  of  Regulns^s^ 
becaufe  in  that  fufion  and  reparation  of  gold  ex- 
traded.  out  of  Flints  and  Talc,  the  gold  only  that 
was  fixt  and  mature,  was  feparated  from  the  Regw- 
Ins's,  t  (the  immature  and  volatile  being  left  in  the 
drofs)  and  elevated  with  the  Flowers :  It  follows 
thence,  that  thefe  are  better,  as  well  in  medicine  as 
in  the  tranfmutation  of  metals- 

Or,  if  thou  wilt,  add  to  the  antimony  (as  afore¬ 
faid  ufed)  old  iron,  to  reduce  it  in  a  furnace ,  and 
take  the  Regnlus-^  having  gold  and  lilver,  which  may 
therefore  be  ufed  in  other  operations  of  Chymi- 
llry,  where  there  is  need  of  Regulus,  as  we  may 
fhew  hereafter*  But  the  drofs  doth  yield  a  Regu¬ 
lus,  viz,,  in  a  very  ftrong  Fire,  and  a  Furnace  with 
a  peculiar  feparatory  by  abftradion,  which  although 
it  contain  not  gold,  yet  it  may  be  ufed  not  with¬ 
out  gain,  as  if  it  be  mingled  with  Tin  in  fufion, 
it  procures  to  it  a  hardnefs  and  found ,  ufeful  for 
fafhioning  divers  fort  of  Houfhold-ftuff ,  which  is 
not  fo  eafilf^darkened  as  the  common  Tin,  or  if  thou 
wilt  not,  thou  maifl:  make  weights  of  it. 

■  Hitherto  we  have  treated  of  the  extradion  of 
gold  out  of  Flints ,  and  of  its  putrification  by  an¬ 
timony  j  how  we  will  teach  you  how  to  ufe  the  reft 
of  the  antimony,  as  well  in  the  perfedion  of  bafe 
metals  as  in  medicine,  as  well  for  the  preferving 
of  Health,  as  the  curing  of  Difeafes* 

But  feeing  we  have  made  mention  of  an  Univer- 
fal  Medicine,  to  be  made  out  of  antimony  afore¬ 
faid,  I  would  not  have  thee  think  that  that  is  fuch 
as  can 'take  away  all  diftempers  in  general  ,  with¬ 
out  diftindion,  which  vertue  is  only  aferibed  to  the 
Philofophers  Stone,  but  not  by  me  to  this  medi¬ 
cine*,  to  which  I  attribute  no  more  than  I  have 
tryed :  Butethis  in  truth  I  dare  afSrm,  that  there 
isj  befides  the  ftone,  fcarce  any  comparable  to  it  *, 
for  it  doth  ^not  only  preferve  the  body  from  divers 
Difeafesj  but  alfo  happily  frees  it  from  the  prefent, 
fo  that  it  may  defervedly  be  termed  a  Vniverfal 
Mediciw,  '  i  , 

'  •  •  t, 

*  '  ' . '  ;  The  Preparation  foUowerh,. 

Rr  of  the  flowers  purified  from  the  drofs  a  pound, 
viz,,  of  Antimony,  By  which  the  extraded  gold 
was  purified,  whiefr  for  the  mofl:  part  are  ofayeh 
low  colour,  having  gold  volatile  and;  immature; 
in  defedof  which  ,  take  the  flowers  made  out  of 
the  golden  Regu'ush,  being  for  the  mofl:  part  white, 
to  which  pour  in  a  Olafs  Vial ,  ftrong  and  long¬ 
necked,  of  fpirit  of  wine  tartarifed,  three  or  four 
poundv  mingl^and  lbir^  them  well  together,  and  put 
oh  it-anothet  crooked- pipe  (within- which  let  there 
bh  feme  ounces  of  QuickfilVer,  as  is  deferibed  in  the 
Fifth  Part  of  our  Philofophical  Furnaces)and  make 
ftrong  the  joynts*  with  a'  bullocks-  bladder^  thrice 
folded,  made  wet which' dtyed,  place  the  glafs  in 
Balneum,  and  give  fire  by  degrees,  that^the  fpirit  of 
wine  with  the  antimony  may  digeft,  in.which  leave 


it  for  24  hours  fpace,  and  fo  feon  as  the  fire  is  out, 
take  out  the  glafs,  when  it  is  cold,  pour  off  the  I 
fpirit  tinged  red  from  the  Flowers,  and  pour  on 
frefh ;  and  place  it,  as  before?  in  Balneum^  to  digeft 
24  hours  fpace,  till  it  be  red,  and  do  this  the  third 
time,  or  fo  often  till  the  Spirit  be  no  more  colou¬ 
red,  for  then  no  more  is  to  be  poured  on,  and  that 
which  is  coloured,  is  to  be  filtred  with  Cap- paper. 

The  reft  of  the  Flowers,  after  the  extradion,  as  not 
requifitc  to  this  bufinefs,  are  tp  be  eithff  kept  by 
themfelves,  or  thrown  away.  But  the  tinged  Spi¬ 
rit  is  to  be  abftraded  out  of  a  glafs  cucurbit  by  an 
alembick,  to  the  half,  from  the  tindure,  which  di- 
ftilled  fpirit  may  again  be  ufed  in  the  fame  work : 
but  the  tindure  left  in  the  cucurbit  is  the  medicine,  ' 
of  which  mention  has  been  made. 

Now  mention  being  made  alfo  of  tartarifed  fpirit 
of  wine,  that  I  may  fatisfie  the  doubtful  concern¬ 
ing  that  I  will  here  alfo  give  its  defeription,  which  is 
as  followeth. 

R.  of  Tartar  20  or  30  pound,  put  it  in  a  large 
coated  retort,  and  place  it  in  fand,  and  diftil  the 
fpirit  off  with  a  foft  heat. 

N.  B.  This  work  may  better  and  feoner  be  per- 
'  formed  by  that  inftr ument  of  our  feeoud  Furnace  v 
and  becaufe  it  requires  great  and  large  receivers, 
as  being  very  penetrative,  thou  maift  firft  apply 
a  tin  or  copper  Serpent  to  the  neck  of  the  retort, 
inftead  of  a  receiver,  which  is  placed  in  a  tub  fil¬ 
led  with  cold  water,  that  the  fpirits  being  there¬ 
by  cooled,  may  be  retained ,  which  afterward  you 
muft  abftrad  to  the  half,  out  of  a  glafs  cucurbit  by 
an  alembick  ;  for  the  other  half  with  the  black  oyl  is 
unprofitable  in  this  work,  and  therefore  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  away.  After  that,  mingle  the  more  fubtile  part, 
diftilled  with  half  of  the  Caput  Mortuum,  of  the  a- 
forefeid  Spirit  ,  calcined  to  a  whitenefs,  and  abftrad: 
it  half  again  in  a  gentle  Balneum,  out  of  a  glafs 
’  cucurbit  by  an  alembick ,  the  pynts  whereof  are 
1  every  where  to  be  well .  clofed ,  and  the  calcined 
Tartar  fhall  receive  with  it  felf  the  ftench?  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Phlegm,  only  the  purer  part  of  the  i 
[Spirit,  and  more  fubtile  diftilling  forth  ,  which  is 
i  again  to  be  mingled  with  the  other  half  of  the  Tar- 
I tar  calcined  to  a  whitenefs»  and  to  be  redified  by 
another  alembick  *,  the  Caput  Mortuum  may  again  be 
calcined  to  take  away  the  fetidnel^  that  it  may  be  I 
ufed  again.  And  this  is  that  tartarifed  fpirit  of  | 

i  wine,  with  which  the  aforefaid  tindure  and  effence  ' 

'  is  extraded,  and  truly  not  only  this ,  but  of  all  I 
I  other  metals ,  which  no  other  can  do.  And  if  it 
were  lawful,  I  would  write  fomething  more  of  its  | 
wonderful  force  and  vertue  which  it  hath  in  purify*  i 
'ing  baftr  metals,  with  which  it  hath  a  great  affini*  ! 
ty  i  for  it  can  feparate  the  pure  from  the  impure» 
of  which  more  in  another  place.  ^  But  when  it  is  to 
be  ufed  in  mending  of  metals,  it  needs  not  fo  much  I 
redification  as  is  required  in  the  extrading  of  me- 
tallick  medicines^  where  you  may  draw  it  in  plen¬ 
ty  out  of  the  dry  lees  of  wine.  But  there  is  alfo 
another  tartarifed  fpirit  of  wine,  which  may  alfo  be 
ufed  in  this  fame  work ,  which  is  made  after  the 
following  way :  Diflblve  in  a  pound  of  the  fpirit 
bf  wine  fix  ounces  of  Cryftal  of  Tartar  ;  which 
folution  ufe  in  the  aforefaid  extradion,  in  the  fam« 
manner. 
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Of  the  V'trtms  of  this  Medicine. 

THis  Antimonial  Tinfture  doth,  above  all  other 
Medicines  evacuate  vitious  humours,  and  infen- 
fibly  purgeth  impure  blood  ;  opens  any  obltruAions 
of  the  Li'^er,  Spleen,  Reins,  and  the  other  vellels, 
attrading  to  it  all  malignities,  and  leaving  no  im¬ 
purities  behind  it.  And  becaufe  it  cleanfeth  the 
I  blood,  it  cures  the  Leprofy,  French-pox,  and  itch, 
and  other  Difeafes  proceeding  from  the  impurity  of 
the  blood.  By  its  penetrative  and  attenuative  ver- 
tue,  it  refolves  all  tartareous  humours?  and  evacua- 
teth  them,  'viz.,  which  ingender  the  Gout,  the  ftone 
of  the  Bladder  and  Reins  •,  but  not  the  Stone  per- 
fedly  coagulated,  only  it  mitigateth  its  pain,  and 
hinciers  its  cncreafe  ;  but  being  not  hardened  or  co¬ 
agulated,  it  attrahleth  and  evacuateth  it  totally  and 
fundamentally  out  of  all  parts  it  takes  away  alfo 
all  Feavers,and  other  difeafes  coming  from  the  fuper- 
fluity  of  humours-  It  gently  evacuateth  the  water 
between  the  skin?  by  liege  and  urine.  In  brief,  it 
ftrengthens  and  purges  the  principal  parts,  and 
preferves  them  from  all  preternatural  accidents.  It 
!  is  a  moll  excellent  prefervative  in  the  time  of  pefti- 
lence,  and  other  contagious  difeafes  •,  and  of  them 
being  caught ,  it  is  a  moll  abfolute  remedy,  expel- 
i  ling  the  difeafe  fuddsnly  from  the  heart,  and  eva^ 
cuating  it.  In  few  words,  ’tis  of  all  others  a  moft 
excellent  Univerfal  Medicine,  very  profitable  to  both 
old  and  young ,  and  alfo  very  fafe  5  but  warily  to 
'  be  miniftredj  by  reafon  of  its  ftrength  with  which  it 
is  endued)  which  is  moft  powerful ,  for  it  is  as  a 
j  great  fire,  which  extinguilheth  the  leffer.  Truly  a 
better  medicine  cannot  be  defined  than  this,  which  is 
«xtradted  of  a  very  mean  thing,  in  a  Ihort  ipaceof 
time,  and  with  very  fmall  coft  and  pains.""  I  inge- 
Huoufly  confefs,  I  never  faw  its  like,  which  I  doubt 
fiot  to  be  the  beft  in  the  World.  Wherefore  thp 
do  we  feek  any  other  but  thiS)'vi;c.  which  excels  in 
thofe  things  which  are  defired  from  the  real  medi¬ 
cine  ?  Bat  as  it  is  moft  excellent,  yet  I  atn“  certain, 
that  many  deluded  people  \Vill  be  offended  at  it, 

!  being  prepared  out  of  Antimony,  a  mean  and  de- 
fpifed  thing,  and  after  a  plain  way.  But  ’tis  no  mat¬ 
ter)  For  the  world  will  be  deceived.^  looking  after  gay 
things,  difrefpedting  and  defpifing  mean  thingS)When 
all  good  things,  yea,  even  when  God  himfelf  doth' 
rejoice  in  fimplicity »  for  which,  by  wicked  and 
proud  men  he  is  not  fought  unto.  But  this  is  the 
effedt  ofilH)  by  which  man  is  fo  blinded,  that  though 
he  know  not  good,  when  fet  before  his  eyes?  yet 
i  be  is  ftudious  of  evil. 

Of  the  'Ofe  and  Dofe  of  this  JMtedicine. 

SEeing  of  all  medicines  it  is  the  moft  powerful, 
it  had  need  be  warily  ufed,  for  a  fmaller  dofe 
is  alwaies  fafer  than  a  greater  •,  which  therefore 
niay  after  be  given  ;  the  which  is  to  be  obferved 
!  in  all  difeafes  of  young  and  old.  To  children  of 

j  2, 3, 4,  or  6  months  old?  againft  the  Worms?  Scabs, 

I  Feavers,  and  Epilepfie  ,  you  need  not  give  above 

half  a  drop  with  a  proper  vehicle,  which  you  may 
!  repeat  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  it  killeth  the 

‘  Worms  ^  itemptyeth  the  ftomach  of  evil  humours: 

it  refrefiieth  them  ,  and  preferves  them  from  fcab- 
binefs ;  and  becaufe  it  evacuateth  evil  and  corrupt 
humours,  it  preferveth  them  from  the  fmall  pox 
and  mealies,  zix..  if  it  be  ufed  every  month  ;  but  to 


children  of  i,  2,  or  3  years  old,  you  may  give  a  drop, 
and  to  children  of  4  or  5  years  old  a  drop  and  a 
hall  ;  to  young  people  between  1 5  and  24  years, 
may  be  given  2, 3,  or  4  drops.  To  ftronger bodies 
from  2^  to  50  years,  4,  5,6,  or  7  drops.  But  the 
dofe  muft  be  greater  or  lefs,  with  a  regard  had  to 
the  ficknefs  of  the  patient.  And  in  the  Stone  and 
Gout,  may  be  daily  adrniniftred  in  wine  or  beer?  viz,. 
in  the  morning  falling,  unlefs  the  patient  be  very 
w'eak  i  for  then  you  may  give  it  twice  thrice  in. 
a  day,  and  continue  this  till  the  cure  be  perfeded  ; 
where  is  to  be  obferved  that  he  muft  keep  a  tem¬ 
perate  dyct- 

In  the  ^profy,  French-Pox  and  Scurvy,  every 
morning  may  a  dofe  be  given,  and  the  difeafe  (hall 
totally  be  rooted  out.  Otherwife,  viz,,  the  ftrength 
being  too  much  wafted  and  weakned  ,  you  may 
give  only  every  other  day,  viz,,  fo  long  as  (hall  be 
need. 

In  the  Epilepfie  it  may  be  given  daily  ;  and  al¬ 
fo  in  the  Dropfy.  In  all  Feavers,  two  or  three 
hours  before  the  fit-  In  the  Plague  it  is  to  be  gi¬ 
ven  prefently,  and  every  day  to  be  repeated  :  but 
for  a  prefervative  to  be  drunk  every  week  once. 
In  all  other  internal  affeds  it  muft  be  given  daily, 
until  the  declining  of  the  difeafe  -,  but  afterward  by 
little  and  little,  the  medicine  is  to  be  ufed  till  the 
difeafe  be  fully  cured. 

In  external,  as  in  frelh  wounds  by  a  blow,thruft 
of  (hot)  broken  bones,  &c.  every  day  once ;  with 
a  neceffary  extrinfical  application  of  d  Plaifter.  In 
old  Fiftulaes  and  Cancers  ,  it  may  be  ufed  once 
every  day  intrinfically  and  extrinfically,  the  place 
affeded  may  be  cleanfed  with  Mineral  Oyntraents. 
For  by  this  means  every  inveterate  evil,  how  def- 
perate  foever,  is  throughly  cured,  and  pleafantly, 
without  all  pain. 

But  although  this  be  moft  precious  of  all  medi¬ 
cines,  yet  there  is  a  menflruHm  not  corf  olive,  with 
which  not  only  more  eahly  than  with  the  fpirit  of 
wine  tartafifed,  a  Univerfal  Medicine  may  be  ex- 
traded  out  of  Antimony  ,  and  endued  with  better 
than  the  afbrefaid  vertiies  *,  fo  that  for  the  charge  of 
one  royal,in  three  days  time,  fb  much  may  be  gotten 
as  may  ferye  to  cure  fome  thoufands  of  men ,  but 
alfo  all  vegetabit,  animals,  and  minerals  and  me¬ 
tals?,  are  radically  diffolved  and  reduced  into  their 
firft  matter:. by  which  means  not  only  very  great 
Poyfons  are  changed  into  moft  wholefome  medicines? 
but  alfo  bitter  things  are  deprived  of  their  bitter- 
nels  :  for  by  it  things  are  fo  correded,  that  they 
do  no  more  provoke  ftool  and  vomit?  viz,,  which' 
are  very  vehementCatharticksfby  nature)  being  chan¬ 
ged  into  moft  excellent  reftoratives.  Alfo  fetid 
things  being  correded  by  it  ?  do  acquire  a  fweet 
odour.  And  it  doth  not  only  fwhichfeems  a  won¬ 
der)  diffolve  vegetables,  animals  and  minerals  with 
thole  things  which  come  of  them,  but  alfo  the  very 
Glaffes  j  wherefore  you  muft  alwaies  chule  the 
ftrongeft  glaffes  for  digeftion  and  folution ,  or  in 
the  defed  of  fuch?  the  weaker  are  to  be  changed  eve¬ 
ry  6  houres.  And  yet  it  is  not  at  all  altered  by 
thofe  things  that  it  doth  reduce  and  turn  into  their 
firft  matter  medicinal,  neither  in  vertue  nor  colour; 
for  it  alwaies  keeps  the  middle  place  between  pure 
and  impure,  of  which  this  falls  to  the  bottom  ?  but 
that  fwims  on  the  top  of  the  which  may 

again  be  ufed.  In  brief,  it’s  vertues  in  preparing 
medicines  cannot  be  enough  praifed.  But  it  may 
,  be  compared  with  the  Mercurial  water  of  Bafilns 
1  Eez  ,  ^4- 
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Valentinus  ;  and  the  Alcaheft  o(  P^vr ace! fits  and  Hcl~ 
mont^  which  I  judge  to  be  the  of  the  A'laccabtes 
turned  into  a  thick  water  under- ground.  It  is  a 
perpetual  fire  ,  but  not  alwaies  burning  vifibly  ^  it 
is  a  w'ater  permanenti  not  wetting  the  hands,  the 
Sopeofthe  Wife,  the  Philofophers  Az.otb,  and  the 
iloyal-Bath- 

Which  M'enftrue  though  I  have  known  fome  years, 
and  have  often  ufed  it  with  metallicks,  and  by  it 
have  found  out  many  fecrets,  yet  I  never  thought 
of  its  ufe  in  Phyhek  ,  until  being  askt  of  one  who 
was  a  great  Student  of  Helnioht ,  whether  I  knew 
fhe  preparation  of  thtWqnox:  Ale  ah  aft  o(  Pt^r^edf ns 
and  naming  fome  of  the  vertues  of  this  liquor  in 
preparing  Medicines,  I  began  to  bethink  my  felf,and 
1  obferved  that  it  was  my  Jecret  Balneum,  that  pu¬ 
rifies  minerals.  Wherefore  I  prefently  made  tryal 
with  vegetables  and  animals  (for  I  knew  the  Ver¬ 
tues  thereof  in  metallicks)  and  I  found  wonderful 
and  afloniihing  things  in  it,  which  before  were  in¬ 
credible  to  me.  I  affirm  and  confefs  therefore  Iln- 
cerely,  that  all  and  every  the  invented  medicines 
publilhed  by  others  and  my  felf,  how  rare  and  coft: 
ly  foever,  are  moil:  mean  things  in  myeftimation- 
Por  this  Vniverfal  Key  was  wanting  to  us.  For  our 
vegetables  and  minerals,  however  by  art  macerated, 
cannot  be  perfedlly  refolved,  and  therefore  we  hi= 
therto  have  had  but  part  of  their  vertues.  But  now 
we  need  not  much  art,  labour  and  coll,  to  reduce 
a  whole  body  without  corrofives,  into  the  firfl:  mat¬ 
ter,  like  in  lhape  to  fome  clear  and  excellent  wa¬ 
ter,  of  its  own  accord  calling  forth  its  fuperfluous 
terreftreity,  and  becoming  a  moll  wholefome  medi¬ 
cine,  conlilling  of  the  three  purell  principles  •,  the 
which  cannot  be  done  without  this  menfimum.  For, 
What  elfe  could  Phyficians  extrad  out  of  herbs  than 
Syrups,  Eleduarics,  Conferves  and  Waters  ?  With 
which  Preparations  they  were  not  amended,  but  on¬ 
ly  qualified  with  the  addition  of  Sugar  or  Honey, 
becaufe  there  is  no  reparation  made  of  the  pure 
from  the  impure,  or  good  from  bad.  For  all  are  left 
mixt;  together  in  the  Eleduaries  and  Conferves,  bulf 
in  the  Syrups  and  Waters  dillilled  there  is  only 
fome  part.  Extrads  indeed  by  the  fpirit  of  Wine 
are  not  to  be  difelleemed,  if  rightly  prepared,  but 
they  are  no  better  than  their  limples  i  and  belides, 
want  that  which  the  fpirit  of  wine  cannot  draw 
out,  which  remainder,  .though  being  calcined  for 
the  drawing  out  the  fait,  which  is  mingled  with 
the  extrad,  yet  that  is  not  of  much  moment,  for 
fire  deftroyeth  the  vertue  of  herbs ,  fo  that  fixed 
falts,  as  cryllallifed,  do  perform  nothing  in  medi¬ 
cine,  thofe  excepted  whictj  without  cOmbuftion  are 
made  out  of  the  juice  of  herbs,  of  which  in  the  third 
part  of our  Furnaces  Philofophical  Butnone  dares  ex- 
trad  the  moll  llrong  or  efficacious  fort  of  herbs 
for  medicine,  becaufe  they  in  preparation  are  not 
correded  or  amended. 

But  by  this. means  the  moll  llrong  Herbs,  which 
without  this  Preparation  are  poyfons ,  are  matured 
and  purified  by  the  liquor  Alcahest,  fo  that  they  may 
fafely  betaken  againll  moll  grievous  Difeafes.  For 
God  did  -not  create  thefe  herbs  in  vain,  as  fome  think, 
which  hepurpofely  created  that  his  wonderful  works 
might  appear ,  and  that  it  is  poffible  to  take  away 
Che  Curfe  from  them  by  a  man,  being  freed  from 
the  maledidion  by  the  regeneration  through  Chrill. 
See  Opium,  Mandrake,  Henbane,  Hemlock,  and  other 
dupifying  things,  how  deadly  they  are,  being  cauti- 
cufly  ufed  5  which  correded  by  this  Meridiue  ,  be¬ 


come  mod  fa  fe  and  excellent  medicines.  How  dan¬ 
gerous  is  fpurge,  fcamony,  hellcbor,  gambugium,and 
other  llrong  purgers  (  being  adminiltred  unwarily^) 
no  man  is  ignorant :  ail  which  are  by  this'  way  cor- 
ledcd,  and  changed  into  mod  wholefome  mcdicai 
ments.  Who,  1  pray,  dares  eat  Wolfsbane,  and  poy- 
fonou5  Toad-dools, and  other  venomous  vegetables? 
which  are  all  fo  correded  by  thzYiqyiov  Alcahefl,  as 
that  not  only  they  are  not  poyfonous,  but  are  alfo 
turned  into  mod  fafe  and  vvhoJfome  medicines  of 
many  difeafes,  Nhx  vomca,  Levant-berries,  and 
other  things  that  didurb  the  Brain  ,  are  by  this 
means  made  wholfonie;  alfo  poyfonous  Animals,  as 
Spiders,  Toads,  Serpents,  Vipers,  &c.  are  by  it  cor¬ 
reded,  as  that  not  only  they  are  not  poyfonous,  but 
do  refill  and  expel  poyfon. 

N.B.  Confiderthe  Spiders  figned  with  tliecrofs^ 
who  change  their  skin  every  month,  and  renew  them- 
felves,  which  the  lerpents  and  halcion  do  but  once  a 
year.  How  great  the  vertue  ofyrorms,  earthy  and 
crude,  o-c.  is  in  refolving  tartarous  humours ,  and 
the  French  Difeafe,  many  know  ;  What  then  will 
they  do,  being  correded  with  this  Mendrue  ?  The 
Ca^jthanaes  and  Millipedes  are  alfo  fo  correded,  that 
they  may  more  fafely  be  ufed  in  provoking  Urine. 
And  if  that  mod  venomous  Bafilisk,  of  which  there 
are  fo  many  fables,  whofe  fight  only  kills  men  (which- 
according  to  the  letter  is  falfe ;  could  be  had ,  he 
might  be  changed  into  medicine  by  the  liquor  Aka-, 
htfi  ',  as  that  mineral  Bafilisk,  Gun-powder  may  be, 
which  in  a  moment  kills  innumerable  men  i  alfo 
Arfenick,  Orpiment,  Kobolt,  and  the  like  ;  fo  that 
they  be  deprived  of  their  malignity,  and  be  reduced 
into  very  ex'cellent  medicines.  In  brief,  its  excellent 
vertues  which  it  manifeds  in  corroding  of  venomous 
fimples  cannot  be_  fufficiently  deferibed.  Wherefore 
it  s  worth  our  pains  to  learch  it  with  all  our  power, 
that  we  may  prepare  admirable  medicines ,  that  the 
fick  maj  not  for  the  future  be  fo  vexed  with  thofe 
tedious  and  bitter  cups.  Truly  I  cannot  enough  ad¬ 
mire  its  great  vertues,  which  have  been  hid  fo  long- 
It  ^is  not  a  corrofive  thing,  and  yet  dillblves  every 
thing,  but  fome  things  fooner  than  others.  It  chan- 
geth  and  amendeth-their  natural  vertues ;  wherefore 
it  may  be  the  comfort  of  Spagyrids.  having  a  long 
time  fought  for  rare  medicines,  'viz.,  being  that  by 
which  vegetables  are  leparated  and  correded,  and  al* 
fo  animals  and  mjnerals.  Wherefore  all  confcien- 
tious  Phyficians  may  have., commended  to  them  the 
Preparation  of  this  univerfal  Mendrue,  by  the  help 
whereof  to  prepare  their  medicines ;  of  which  the 
original  and  preparation  is  vile,  but  its  vertues  mod 
efficacious,  the  finding  out  and  ufts  abdrufe.  Where^ 
fore  it  is  not  obtained,  but  from  God  ,  from  whom 
proceeds  every  good  gift.  Do  not  think  then  that  glut¬ 
tony  and  drunkennefs,  idlCnefs ,  pride,  and  lying, 
the  contempt  of  thy  neighbour,  malice,  avarice,  with 
an  impious  life,  to  be  the  means  by  which  it  is  to 
to  be  obtained,  for  it  is  only  the  gift  of  the  merciful 
God^  viz.,  this  Mendrue,  the  gate  and  key  of  which 
is  only  Divine  mercy.  But  that  thou  maid  know 
what  is  to  be  determined  concerning  medicines  pre¬ 
pared  out  of  poyfonous  fimples,  I  will  in  brief  ex¬ 
pound  that  by  example  ■,  for  all  v.egetables,  animals, 
and  minerals,  called  poyfons,  making  war  with  hu¬ 
mane  nature  being  intrinfically  ufed,  and  therefore 
not  undefervedly  Ihunn’d  of  all,  are  like  fome  power* 
ful  unvanquiffiable  enemy,  with  all  his  power  feeking 
the  opprelfion  and  dedruftion  of  his  contrary,  who 
being  checked  by  a  mediator  of  no  lefs  drength,  and 
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reconciled  with  his  contrary,  docs  no  more  (being 
unable  before  the  reconciliation  to  refifl:  his  powerful  ^ 
enemies j  fear  the  contrariety  of  his  enemy,  which  i 
now  is  made  his  friend,  bringing  aid  for  the  exltir-  ■ 
pating  and  vanquilhingof  all  fuch-iike  fotherwilc^  1 
Invincible  enemies.  Even  fo  is  it  with  venomous  vege-  | 
tables,  animals^  and  minerals,  deftrudive  to  humane  | 
nature  :  which  by  the  liquor  ( a  checker  and  1 

reconciler)  are  fo  ccrreded  and  reduced,  that  they  j 
hurt  not ,  being  deprived  of  their  malignity  and  j 
made  friends  with  men:  whcrebphey  are  not  Ion-, 
ger  poyfonous  enemies,  but  very  fafeand  wholfome  | 
remedies,  agreeing  to  humane  natuie,  overcoming} 
and  expelling  other  the  like  enemies  otherwife  poy¬ 
fonous  and  invincible ,  for  by  how  much  the  more 
enemy  before  reconediation  it  was,  by  fo  much  the 
more  help  is  brought  by  it,  the  reconciliation  being 
made-  There  is  not  the  like  found  in  nature, 
which  can  fo  fuddenly  corred  Poyfons,  and  reduce 
them  into  their  firll  matter,  and  bring  them  into 
very  wholfome  elfences.  Let  religrbus  Phyficians 
then  that  can,  get  this.  Andfol  end  this  declarati¬ 
on  (  not  without  caufe  fet  down  )  which  will  move 
thofe  hearts  which  are  hot  as  yet  hardened-  This 
certainly  is  a  true  Philofophical  corredion  ,  with 
which  that  which  is  malign  is  turned  into  a  vvhol- 
forae  fubftance.  What  profits  that  corredion ,  1 
pray,  which  is  made  by  the  admixtion  of  other  things, 
•as  in  the  mixture  of  Catharticks  and  Cordials?  Truly 
nothing,  neither  can  the  Cordials  do  any  tiling  but 
debilitate  the  Catharticks  •,  for  nature  is  not  at  once 
able  to  expel  a  purging  poyfon,  and  attrad  a  thing 
confortative  and  corroborative  :  For  a  Purge  being 
given,  forthwith  that  (hews  its  ftrength  in  the  bo¬ 
dy,  whofe  malignity  nature  I'efifting,  defireth  to  ex¬ 
pel  it,  before  that  it  can  attrad  the  confortative  -, 
wherefore  that  friend  is  expelled,  together  with  the 
difeafe.  The  fame  happens  in  the  mixture  of  fu- 
gar,  honey,  and  other  fweet  things  with  bitter,  lharp, 
and  tart,  whofe  unpleafantnefs  is  not  correded 
by  fweet  things,  but  only  dulled,  thereby  acquiring 
another  fmell  and  talte ,  without  any  other  elTen- 
tial  alteration.  Which  cerredion  is  like  to  that 
which  is  made  in  Taverns,  amending  the  air  with 
iweet  fumes,  which  before  was  infeded  with  the 
fpittings,  fpewings,  and  ftinks  of  ruftick  drunkards, 
which  is  to  rufticks  an  excellent  corredion,  attrad- 
ing  the  ill  as  well  as  the  good  aromatick  odour,  being 
by  drunkennefs  deprived  of  their  judgment,  but  not 
fo  to  fober  men  enjoying  the  ufe  of  Underftanding, 
to  whorh  that  feems  a  ruftick  corredion-  In  this 
manner  (not  to  be  commended)  are  at  this  day  fim- 
ples*correded.  But  a  true  and  Philofophical  cor¬ 
redion  is  done  by  it  felf,  without  the  addition,  of  other 
things,  by  benefit  of  the  fire  only,  as  well  adual  as 
potentially  moift,  by  ripening,  mending,  and  fepara- 
ting  the  malignity  ;  which  is  done  by  the  liquor  Al- 
cahefi^  as  it  is  called  by  Paracelfus  and  Helmont, 

But  whether  this  my  liquor  be  the  fame  Alcahefi 
biParacdfiis  and  Helmom-,  it  matters  not  if  it  per¬ 
form  the  fame  things- 

Fire,  and  a  fiery  vertue  may  do  much,  but  not  by 
burning  and  deftroying,  but  by  maturation  and  nu= 
trition;  and  feeding  and  rnoiftening-  Of  which 
moift  Fire,  fee  Anephius^  BtrnhardiiS'  Bafdius^  Pa- 
racelfus,  &c.  for  maturation  is  not  done  with  cold 
things,  but  hot,  promoting  germination.  And  what 
ever  Nature  hath  left  imperfed  in  the  vegetable, 
mineral,  and  animal  kingdom  ,  viz.,  accidentally  ; 
that  may  be  amended  by  Art  with  the^  liquor  Al^- 


/j  '17-,  which  is  the  beft  way  of  corredion,  until  by 
bensut  of  art,  t^nd  the  help  of  nature,  fomc*  better 
thing  be  found  our,  (X“c. 

And  thefe  are  tl'.c  voi-tues  of  that  wonderful  liquor 
-<;/?,  which  is  made  ufe  of  in  the  preparation  of 
medicine:, :  And,  becaufe.ii;  is  faid  before  that  it  (hews 
its  vertues  on  nietaljicks  allb,!  could  nop  conceal  them 
from  the  ici'idious.  But  all  its  vertues  lliall  not  here 
be  related, , for  it  is  endued  with  fo  many,  that  no 
mortal  is  able  to  number  them.  As  for’  me,  al¬ 
though  by  divine  favour  and  the  inftrudion  of that- 
exceiient  man  Pnraceljhs  (excellently  in  .  a  oertafn, 
place,  but  obferved  but  by  few  deferibing  it,  fpeak- 
ing  of  it  briefly,  but  very  plainly  and  clearly,  naming 
it)  I.did  obtain  the  knowledge  thereof,  which  after¬ 
ward  daily  I  did  more  and  more  encreafe,  fofhatl 
could  hardly  believe  that  any  ever  had  fpent  fo 
much  money  and  pains  in  the  fearching  of  its  ver¬ 
tues,  for  the  trying  of  metals :  yeti  muft  needs  con- 
fefs,  although  happily  I  have  made  more  tryal  there¬ 
in  than  any  other  j  that  many  of  its  vcf  tues  are  as 
yet  unknown  to  me-  Seeing  then  that  its  vertues 
and  ftrength  .cannot  all  be  tryed  by  any  man,  by 
reafon  of  his  fhort  Ijfe,  although  fearching.  an  hun¬ 
dred  years ;  and  that  by  our  merciful  Father  only 
to  a  few,  and  but  part  of  the  knowledge  of  its 
wonderful  and  incredible  jforce,  is  granted,  to  the 
glory  of  His  Divine  Name,  in  favour  of  the  poor 
lick,  whkh  none,  how,  learned  foever,  with  his  am¬ 
bitious  learning  and  craft  could  ever  obtain.  There¬ 
fore  fome  excellent  gifts  being  given  from  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  lights,  the  Omnipotent  GO-D,  to  fqme  of 
His  Children,  and  out  of  meer  mercy,  viz.. 

for  fome  caufes,  I  eafily  believe,  that  it  is  .not  His- 
Will  that  it  fhall  long  be.  kept  clofe,  but  be  revealed 
to  the  world,  to  the  glory  of  His  Nam,e,  and  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  our  poor  neighbour-  Wherefore  I  could 
not  longer*  hold  my-peace,  hiding  my  talent  which 
I  received  though -fmall,  but  co.mmunicate  it 

gr.^tis  to  my  neighbour  ^  but  fo  tliat  the  Divine  my- 
ftery  may  not  be  gbtten  by  thofe  ungodly  abufers, 
but  only  by  the  worthy  through  divine  favour*-  I 
affirm  therefore  exprefly,  that  in  whole  nature  fuefi 
a  thing  may  not  be  found  •,  for  not  only  by  its  help 
all  animals,  vegetables  and  minerals  may  be  reduced 
into  very  excellent  and  fafe  medicines ,  but  .alio  be 
brought  into  the  fifft  matter ;  minerals  and  metals 
may  be  purified.)  waffied  and  fixed,  and  fo  chanpd 
into  better  bodies.  That  which  is  worthy  admira¬ 
tion,  that  in  lb  vile  and  mean  a  fubjedf  ffiould  lye 
hid  fo  great  vertues,  by  which  alone  without  any 
other  art,  may  be  acquired  riches  and  honours,  an4 
loft  health.  Than  which  thing,  what  doth  mortal 
man  more  need  in  his  mifery  ,  befides  the  Divine 
Word,  the  comfort  of  the  foul,  than  for  necelTary 
fuftentation  of  life,  foundnefs  of  body,  and  honeft 
report  before  God  and  men  ?  All  thefe  things  may 
be  had  with  this  fubjedt,  fo  that  one  need  not  to  in= 
volve  himfelf  into  any  other  troubleforae  art  or  var 

nityof  this  world,  having  this  fecret,  whereby  all 

neceflaries  may  in  abundance  be  procured  ?  of  which 
gift  that  this  unclean  world  is  unworthy,  I  do  af¬ 
firm  fincerely,  becaufe  it  fwells  with  ambition  anq 
avarice  ;  for  which  we  are  not  able  to  give  God  the 
Donor  fuffident  thanks  in  our  whole  life,  where¬ 
fore  I  would  have  all  what  ftateor  order  foeycr  ear- 
neftly  admoniffied,  that  they  do  not  ufe  this  gift  from 
Heaven  to  the  deftrudtion  of  their  fouls,  but  in  thank- 
fulnefs  to  Him  that  gave  it, and  every  way  to  the  good 

.of  their  Chriftian Neighbour-  ' 

I  F  f  Non 
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Now  follow  the  Fcrtfies  which  it  mamfeftcth  in 
Jl4etallicks. 

« 

FIrft,  it  tiie  Philofophical  Menflrue,  doth 

radically  diffolve  all  minerals  and  metals  with¬ 
out  nolle,  and  reduces  them  into  very  lafe  and 
wholfome  medicines.  Out  of  gold  it  makes  pota= 
ble  gold  ;  outoffilver  potable  filver,  and  foeonle- 
quently  of  other  potable  metals ;  fo  that  it  may  well 
be  called  The  Vmverfal  Mercury. 

Secondly,  This  fecret  Menllrue  purgeth,  wadieth, 
and  tranfmuteth  minerals  and  metals  to  a  more  noble 
fpeciesj  wherefore  it  may  well  be  called  Sapo  Sapten. 
iHm^  by  which  the  faying  of  the  Philofophers  is  eon^ 
firmed  ;  I?nis  &  jiz.oth  afolumt  Latoncm. 

Thirdly,  By  it  all  minerals  and  metals  are  matured 
and  fixed,  fo  as  that  afterward  the  immature  gold  or 
filver  incorporated  with  them ,  may  by  cupellation  be 
drawn  out  witligain  i  wherefore  ’tis  defervedly  com¬ 
pared  to  Hermes 

'Fourthly»  It  makes  metals  volatile,  and  radically 

conioyns  them  that  they  abide  together,  and  one  aft 

on  the  other  in  the  fire ;  it  deftroys  and  revives, 
kills  and  renews  ;  wherefore  k  is  compared  to  the 
Phenix.  . 

Fifthly,  It  feparates  metals  without  any  lofs,  and 
that  fpeedily-,  but  after  another  manner  than  corro- 
fives,  fo  that  each  of  them  may  be  had  by  th'emfelves. 
For  Example:  Being  about  to  feparate  gold,  filver, 
copper,  iron,  tin,  lead  mixtj  one,  or  two,  three, 
or  four  of  them  mixt,  that  they  may  appear  each 
by  themfelves,  without  the  lofs  of  any  ,  you  need 
not  cupellate  the  mixture  with  lead,  which  way  only 
gold  and  filver  are  gotten  out,  with  the  lofs  of  all 
the  reft :  but  by  this  way  they  are  all  preferved, 
where  by  turns,  one  after  another,  they  sreextraft- 
ed  wonderfully  and  fwiftly,  in  half  an  hours  time, 
by  xhhhh'SXsyT'inega.r  of  the  Philofophers 

Sixthly,  By  it  metals  may  fuddenly  be  mortified 
and  reduced  into  tranfparent  glafs,  irreducible,  and 
like  Amaufn,  but  referring  the  propriety  and  nature 
of  every  metal  :  which  in  the  reduftion  of  Gold 
do  give  perfeft  filver  j  whereby  is  confirmed  that 
faying  of  the  Philofophers,  The  corruption  of  one  thing 
is  the  generation  of  another  ^  and  that  of  Paracdfus-, 
Ex  all  f  to  fiat  nihilum.^  &  ex  nihilo  aliqmtL  But  this 
incombuflible  water,  or  permanent  water,  fhews  the 
truth  of  the  Philofophers  writings,  generally  mentio¬ 
ning  it.  In  it  the  folution,  putrefaftion,  diflillation, 
fublimation,  circulation,  afcenfion,defcenfion,  coho- 
bacion,  inceration,  calcination,  coagulation,  fixation 
and  ftrmentation,  &c.  in  their  work  to  be  done  at 
one  time  and  one  way  :  In  which  only  operation  all 
the  colours  appear  of  which  the  philofophers  make 
•mention  ;  as  the  head  of  the  crow,  virgins  milk,  dra¬ 
gons  blood,  peacocks  tayls,  green  and  red  lyon,  &c. 
There  is  alfo  by  it  demonftrated  the  truth  (by  the 
liquor  Alkabefi')  of  that  Hermetical  faying  ,  That 
which  is  above  .y  is  -as  that  which  is  beneath^  &c.  and 
many  other  things  are  performed  by  its  help ,  as 
making  that  fecret  Sandivogian  ChaLjbs  ^  alfo  that 
long  fought-for  oyl  of  Talc. 

So  far  (courteous  Reader)  hath  come  my  Expe¬ 
rience  •,  neither  doubt  I ,  but  by  it  to  obtain  that 
univerfal  S alamander  which  lives  in  the  fire. 

Thefe  things  which  I  write  are  true,  and  nofah 
lacies.  And  though  this  fecret  be  incredible  to  the 
ignorant,  for  the  wonderful  vertues  it  fliewerh  in  the 
preparation  of  medicines ,  I  would  willingly  pub- 


lifh  it  to  the  World  for  publick  good,  baton  con- 
fidcration  I  held  it  not  meet  to  communicate  it  for 
certain  caufes.  But  only  leit  the  knowledge  of  it 
fhould  perifh,  and  that  the  true  (and  aJmolt  cxtinft) 
medicine  for  the  curing  of  difeafes  vulgarly  incura¬ 
ble,  might  fiourifli,  I  have  revealed  this  fecret /w«- 
ftrunm  to  two  friends,  its  preparation  and  ufe. 
f  See  the  preparation 
againfi  Farner.'YH^pr 

But  do  thou  not:  thinK,  becaufe  I  write  of  thefe  ^ 
high  things,  that  I  do  intend  to  make  common  the  Se¬ 
cret  to  all  in  general ;  not  fo ,  but  I  endeavour  to 
confirm  him  that  feeketh,  and  give  him  occalion  to 
fearch  this  fecret  deeper ;  which  being  found ,  he 
fhall  not  only  find  the  truth  of  my  words ,  but  he 
fhall  daily  by  exercife  obtain  far  greater  things 
chan  thefe. 

And  becaufe  I  have  never  afpired  after  vain  ri¬ 
ches  and  honours,  nor  never  defire  them  ;  1  might 
well  be  perfwaded  to  leave  to  others,  as  yet  not 
hating  the  wicked  World,  my  troublefome  labours, 
becaufe  in  this  my  painful  age  fuch  tedious  labours 
are  very  burdenibrae  ;  befides  Philofophy  hath  pollu¬ 
ted  me  another  way ,  fo  that  what  I  am  able  I  have 
determined  to  abftain  from  thefe  vanities,  and  to 
feek  a  perpetual  good ,  the  life  of  reft ;  but  tny 
counfel  (hall  not  be  wanting  to  thofc  that  feek  it : 
for  befides  moved  with  the  former  reafons,  alfo  fee¬ 
ing  innumerable  mmy  vain  philofophers,  as  well 
learned  as  unlearned,  uncelfantly  working,  and  lofiiig 
their  time  and  labour,  and  at  laft  defpairing  ,  are 
perfwaded  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  Philolo- 
phers  writings,  but  to  be  all  filled  with  lyes  and  de¬ 
ceits  •,  whence  royal  Chymiftryisdifgraced. 

But  this  menfirmm  fufficethto  defend  the  writings 
of  the  Philofophers,  without  the  metallick  t-ranf- 
mutations ;  fo  that  I  verily  believe  the  time  to  be 
near,  when  the  Omnipotent  GOD,  before  He  judge 
the  World  by  fire,  will  (hew  His  omnipotency  to 
the  Nations,  by  the  revelation  of  the  wondei-ful  and 
incredible  things  of  nature ;  of  which,  tranfmutatiofl 
of  metals  is  not  the  leaft,  which  in  the  third  part 
of  this  Mineral  Work  I  (hall  deliver  to  the  laft  age, 
(being  acceptable  to  God )  to  the  profit  of  my 
neighbor,  and  for  demonftration  fake.  Wherefore 
I  now  pafs  over  fuch  things,  with  a  firm  hopei» 
that  this  faithful  Admonition  (hall  be  received  as  aa 
undoubted  and  infallible  truth. 


How  the  afore faid  Regulus  of  the  flmeri  and  drofs  of 
Antimony  ,  is  to  be  afed  in  the  bettering  of  coHrfie 
Metals.^  fhall  be  Jhewn,  that  ART  may  not  he 
bufed» 

The  Antimonial  Regutus,  a  radical  metallick  hu¬ 
mour,  may  help  to  perform  wonderful  things, 
for  being  reduced  to  a  water  without  a  corrofiv^ 
it  refolveth  all  metals,  cleanfeth,  walheth,  and  puri- 
fieth  them,  and  turns  them  into  a  better  fpecies.  f» 
that  particularly  not  a  final)  gain  may  be  from 
thence  received.  But  how  it  may  be  reduced  into 
water,  and  how  by  its  help  metals  may  be  refol- 
ved,  volatilized,  and  again  fixed ,  hath  been  de¬ 
monftrated  by  Artephtus.y  Bafthus  and  Paracelfus:, 
wherefore  we  need  not  here  repeat  their  writings 
but  refer  the  Reader  to  their  works. 

But  not  only  the  Regulus.^  but  alfo  all  Antimony 
may  many  waies  be  ufed  in  the  feparation  of  me¬ 
tals,  'VIZ.,  For  the  extraftion  of  hidden  Gold,  whidi 

can- 
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not  be  done  without  Antimony  ^  as  lhall  appear  by 
the  following  example.  When  you  nnd  a  marcaht 
or  other  ironiih  follile,  that  will  not  yield  to  the 
tryal  by  lead,  add  to  it  three  parts  of  Antimony, 
and  being  well  mixt,  melt  them  in  a  covered  cru¬ 
cible,  and  being  melted,  pour  it  into  a  cone  •,  and 
when  all  is  cold,  feparate  the  Regulus^  which  purge 
acrain  by  fire  as  before,  and  thou  (halt  find  gold 
contained  in  the  aforefaid  fofiile :  And  if  it  be  in¬ 
dued  with  more  plenty  of  gold,  for  it  is  not  all 
drawn  out  at  one  time,  with  the  firfl:  Regnlns^ 
another  Rc^ulns  is  to  be  melted  ,  by  adding  more 
iron  and  falt-petre,  which  is  alfo  of  a  nature  near 
to  Sol  And  if  thefe  marcafit  .foffiles  are  not  fer- 
reous,’  you  mult  in  the  firfl:  fufion,  add  iron  and  ni¬ 
tre  to  them,  or  elfe  they  yield  no  Regulm,  By  the 
adding  more  fcales  of  iron,  more  Regulus  is  made, 
and  for  the  fame  ufe  as  that  is,  of  which,  above  in 
the  fufion  and  reparation  of  extraded  gold  ; 
weights  alfo  may  be  made  out  of  thedrofs.  And 
thus  are  lufi^  edamwms-,  marcafit,  kobolt,  2ink, 
talc,  and  other  fofliles  feparated ,  containihg 

^°But  all  gold  containing  iron  ( as  that  of  Stiria, 
Carinthia,  the  Granacia,  and  of  Tranfylvania,(^c.; 
may  this  way  be  eafily  feparated  with  profit,  by  the 
help  of  iron.  And  if  the  iron  have  no  gold ,  yet 
if  the  Antimony  have  it,  it  may  thence  be  fepara¬ 
ted  by  fufion  with  iron,  vU.  if  it  be  brought  to  a 
Regulus.  The  reft  of  the  Antimony  may  again 
be  fufed  with  new  iron  and  new  glafs  of  more 
weight  than  it,  but  lefs  than  this,  and  be  reduced 
into  a  Regulm  fit  for  the  following  ufes.  Out  of  the 
drofs  let  weights  (that  nothing  may  be  loft)  be 
made ,  that  thou  liiaift  have  the  more  gain  •,  as 
may  appear  from  the  following  example- 

When  you  have  the  Antimony,  a  hundred  of 
which  contains  two  duckats ,  if  you  will  feparate 
Che  gold ;  take  a  hundred  fweightl  divided  into 
three  or  four  parts,  fufe  it  according  to  art,  ad¬ 
ding  a  little  iron  and  fait  of  aflies ,  and  reduce 
them  into  fmall  Regulush,  weighing  a  pound  or  two- 
Then  melt  the  drofs  with  half  the  weights  of  the 
iron  in  a  large  and  ftrong  crucible,  and  thou  flialt 
have  more  Reg  uluses  about  fifty  pound  or  more, 
drofs  40  lih.  which  makeweights  of,  or  elfe  guns, 
&c.  the  reft,  about  eight  or  nine  pounds,  will  va- 
nifli  into  fmoak.  And  fo  thou  haft  reduced  the 
gold  contained  in  a  hundred  weight ,  into  one  or 
two  pounds ,  which  thou  ihaift  fublime  by  fire  in¬ 
to  flowers  <  leaving  the  gold  in /the  fire)  for  its 
'  ufes*  but  thole  50  or  60  pounds  of  the  Regulus'^s 
prepared  by  adding  much  iron,  they  having  little 
or  no  gold,  you  may  mingle  with  tin  for  its  beau» 
i  ty,  hardnefs  and  founding,  to  make  divers  forts  of 
houfhold-ftufF,  as  platters,  diflies,  &c.  for  tin  mixt 
with  the  Regulus  looks  like  filver  for  whitenefs  and 
hardnefs,  and  founds  like  it,'  nor  is  it  fo  eafily  dul¬ 
led  as  unmixt. 

Now  let  us  weigh  what  gain  may  come  from 
!  the  fepatation  of  the  meaneft  Antimony.  Put  cafe 
I  that  a  hundred  weight  of  Antimony  be  fold  for 
j  three  Royals  (for  fo  for  the  moft  part  the  Polonian 
I  is  fold,  than  which,  although  that  of  Hungaria  and 
i  Tranfilvania  be  dearer,  yet  this  hath  more  gold)  to 
‘  which  add  60  pound  of  iron,  which  is  fold  .for  half 
a  royal,  and  the  charge  of  coals  and  crucibles  re- 
quifite  be  half  a  royal  more  :  the  total  of  the  ex- 
■  pences  is  four  royals,  for  which  take  two  duckats 
i  in  gold,  fixty  pound  of  Regulus.^  eighty  pound  of 


drols,  and  one  or  two  pound  of  flowers.  Thofe 
60  hb.  of  Regulus  may  be  fold  at  the  price  of  tin, 
whereof  a  pound  is  fold  for  a  quarter  of  a  royal, 
and  then  their  whole  price  is  fifteen  royals-  Then 
the  eighty  pound  of  refufe  made  into  weights,  may 
be  ibid  at  forty  Ihillings,  or  at  leaft  twenty,  four 
Ihillings,  or  half  a  royal  i  and  all  thing?  being  confi-. 
dered  and  reckoned,  as  they  ought,  there  may  remain 
the  value  of  fixtecn  royals. 

And  though  the  Antimony  fliould  yield  but  one 
duckat ,  and  a  pound  of  Regulus  ihould  be  fold  at 
the  eighth  part  of  a  royal,  yet  the  remainder  would 
be  above  fix  royals :  And  in  a  day  there  may  ea¬ 
fily  be  two  hundred  weight  feparated  by  two  men. 
And  then  fuppofe  it  Ihould  contain,  no  gold  (as 
fome  Antimony  doth  not)  yet  may  four  or  five  royals 
be  gotten  daily. 

But  when  you  have  Antimony,  one  hundred 
whereof  contains  three,  four,  or  five  duckats,  and 
iron  requifite  to  the  reparation  containing  one  or 
two  ducats,  then  there  is  fo  much  more  gained- 
Then  let  him  that  undertakes  this  bull nefs  feek  for 
the  befl:  Antimony  and  iron,  and  he  may  well  gain  in 
a  day  twenty,  thirty,  and  fometimes  fixty  royals. 

A'’.  B.  And  if  you  Ihould  have  fo  much  Regulus 
that  you  could  not  mix  all  of  it  with  tin,  for  want 
thereof,  then  it  may  be  fold  in  parcels,  fo  that  one 
ft  may  go  at  a  fourth  part  of  a  royal  j  by  which 
means  the  daily  gain  may  not  be  diminiflied  ,  but 
may  be  rather  encreafed  ;  as  may  be  feen  by  what 
follows.  The  Regulus  of  Antimony  is  the  mafeuline 
fpecies  of  Lead  •,  whofe  firft  being  is  gold  impure 
and  immature  :  but  the  firft  being  of  common  Lead 
is  impure  and  immature  Silver  •,  as  experience  wit- 
nefles  j  for  Antimony  being  purged  and  fixt,  yields 
gold,  but  the  common  lead  only  filver.  And  be-' 
caufe  Antimony,  which  is  better  than  common  Lead, 
is  called  the  Philofophers  leady  or  their  fecret  lead ; 
of  many  fo  named,  but  known  of  few  ;  not  that  the 
thing  is  unknown,  or  of  an  unknown  original,  but  by 
reafon  of  its  hidden  proprieties ;  therefore  I  fay  that 
its  vertues  are  not  all  to  be  known  by  any  mortal, 
though  he  Ihould  have  a  hundred  years  to  fearch 
into  wonderful  nature,  for  it  is  unfearchable,  and 
the  creator  of  all  wonders,  let  him  injoyn  himfelf 
filence,  neither  let  him  glory'  in  the  knowledge  of 
it,  who  hath  not  made  tryal  of  it  for  in  it,  through 
it,  and  by  it,  Nature  and  Art  do  ftrive  for  per- 
,  fedtion-  Of  which  more  elfe  where. 

i 

JVow  follows  the  Vfe, 

HAving  mentioned  Antimonial  Regulus^  which  is 
Lead  and  better  than  the  common-  .  It  niuft 
alfo  purify  impure  metals,  walh  them,  feparate  the 
occult  Gold  and  Silver  in  them ;  that  which  the 
common  Lead  can  do,  to  which,  if  thofe  be  add¬ 
ed,  it  attradeth  the  more  impure  part  in  the  Cu¬ 
pel,  which  it  converteth  into  drofs ,  and  draweth 
down  with  it  into  the  porous  alhes,  leaving  the  pu¬ 
rer  Gold  and  Silver  in  the  Cupel :  but  from  fome 
Tin  and  Copper  not  yielding  to  the  Lead ,  nor 
willing  to  be  walhed  by  it,  it  cannot,  extrad  their 
Gold  and  Silver  j  neither  hath  any  one  written  the 
way  of  feparation  by  if.  Laz-orus  £rkr  indeed 
hath  deferibed  ( and  others  alfo  )  the  way  of  fe- 
parating  Silver  from  Tin  and  Iron,  wfiich  is  not 
to  be  difefteemed  if  it  be  accidentally  mixed  with 
Silver,  which  is  feparable  that  way,  but  not  fo, 
being  generated  in,  and  radically^  mixt  with  them^ 

F  f  aT  re- 
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requiring  other  Lead,  willingly  embracing^  Tin  and 
Iron,  which  nothing  but  Regulus  can  pertoini-. 

But  feeing  Tin  and  Iron  do  for  the  molt  part, 
contain  much  Gold  (  but  chiefly  Tin  )  viz,- 
parable  by  the  common  way,  it  will  be  worth  our 
pains  to  feek  another  Lead  and  way  of  reparation 
as  it  is  apparent  to  Rehners,  proving  Tin  and  Iron 
by  the  common  way  on  a  teft ;  whillt  Tin  and 
ron  melted  in  the  Lead  ,  do  forthwith  fliew  their 
ftubbornnefs  by  innate  proprieties  and  torfake  it, 
viz,,  as  a  contrary  rifing  to  the  top  like  drofs  or 
alhes>  without  any  reparation?  Gold  and  Silver  be¬ 
ing  excepted,  if  accidentally  mixt  together,  which 
are  left  with  the  Lead  j '  but  not  fo  being  hid  in 
their  middle  or  center.  But  that  the  truth  here¬ 
of  may  appear,  I  will  demonftrate  it  by  example ; 
Place  on  a  teft  under  a  tyle  i6.  parts  of  Lead,  and 
one  of  Tin,  after  the  manner  of  proofs,  give  a  fu-- 
ling  fire  for  to  feparate  the  drofs  •,  and  all  the  Tin 
almoft  flying  away,  will  at  the  bottom  be  burnt, 
and  feparated  like  afhes,being  fublimated  on  the  top 
of  the  Lead ;  not  deprived  of  its  Gold  and  Silver 
incorporated  together,  which  afterward  I  (hall  de¬ 
monftrate,  when  all  the  Tin  is  fublimated  from  the 
Lead,  and  calcined,  and  the  teft  taken  from  under 
the  tyle,  and  the  reft  of  the  Lead  poured  off,  and 
you  fhall  find  after  cupellation  no  more  Silver  than 
the  fixteen  parts  of  Lead  did  contain  before  ,  if 
they  had  been  cupelled  without  Fin  j  fometimes 
lefs,  fome  part  being  taken  away  by  the  Tin  in  the 
examination  :  the  fame  is  done  with  Iron  ,  altho 
thou  Ihouldft  add  Copper  with  glafs  of  Lead,  to 
retain  the  Tin  and  Iron,  thereby  to  feparate  their 
Gold  and  Silver ,  you  would  effeft  nothing  :  for 
although  fome  more  Silver  may  hereby  be  extra¬ 
cted  ,  yet  that  would  not  come  from  the  Tin  or 
Iron,  but  from  the  Copper :  it  may  therefore  be 
extracted  another  way,  of  which,  hereafter. 

In  the" mean  while  1  will  prove  clearly,  that  the 
reparation  of  tin  and  iron  by  common  lead,  there¬ 
by  to  get  their  gold  and  filver ,  is  of  no  value, 
which  being  left'in  them,  are  turned  into  afhesand 

f  Take  any  tin,  and  reduce  it  into  afhes  by  lead, 
or  agitation,  on  a  Imooth  earthen  velfel  (  tryedbe: 
fore  ,  by  the  common  way ,  for  diftindion  fake, 
which  calcine  well,  that  the  corporeal  tin  powder¬ 
ed,  may  be  calcined,  or  being  melted,  may  be  fe¬ 
parated  from  the  afhes.  Then  take  of  thefe  afhes 
one  part,  and  of  the  following  flux,  or  of  that  a 
little  after  fix.parts  or  more  V  being  mixt,  fufe 
them  in  a  ftrong  crucible  with  a  ftrong  fire,  un¬ 
til  the  Flux  have  Confumed  or  drunk  up  all  the 
calx  of  the  Tin,  and  of  them  both  lhall  be  made 
one,  viz.  yellow  or  red  Glafs ,  which  may  be  try* 
ed  with  a  crooked  wier  put  in  :  which  if  it  'feem 
not  clear,  the  crucible  rauft  be  covered  again,  and 
a  greater’ F-ire: be  given,  until  the  Fire  be  . per¬ 
fect^  which  labour  in  one  half  hour  is  finiihed  : 
which  done,  pouf  it  into  a  brafs  mortar,  afterward 
to  be  covered^  ahtil  it  be  a  cold,  that  it  leap  not 
out  and  be  lo'lt. 

■  Afterward  powder  it,  ‘which  with  calx  of  Tin, 
mixi  the  equal  weight  of  filings  of  Iron  ;  being 
mixt,  put  them  into  a  ftrong  Crucible  (becaule  the 
Flux  is  very  penetrative  )  covered  ,  and  give  a 
ftrong  .Fire,  for  fufion  half  an' hour  i  which  done, 
pour  it  out,  for  the  Tin  hath  made  feparacion, 
and  red  need  ,  fome  part  of  the  Lead  out  of  the 
Flux,  linking  to  the  bottom'  to  be  feparated  when 
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it  is  cold,  to  be  reduced  into  drofs  qn  a  teft ,  and 
then  to  be  cupelled,  and  you  lhall  find  grain  Gold, 
drawn  from  Tin  without  Silver.  And  if  before 
you  weigh  the  calx  of  Tin  by  the  lelfcr  Hundred 
weight,  and  after  that  the  grains  of  Gold  ,  you, 
may  eafily  conjedure  how  much  Gold  is  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  whole  hundred  weight  of  Tin  allies,  viz. 
at  the  leaft  3,  4,  5,  or  6.  Rotoncs,  or  half  Onnets^ 
if  thou  work  aright. 

See  then  the  Fault  i;^*not  to  be  imputed  to  the, 
metals,  but  us,  being  ignorant  of  the  feparation  of 
the  Gold  and  Silver. 

You  Ihould  not  perfwade  your  felf  by  this  means- 
to  get  much  wealth  out  of  Tin  j  for  I  have  not 
written  this  for  that  end,  but  only  to  demonftrate 
the  polfibility.  And  if  thou  think  that  Gold  will 
come  out  of  Iron  by  the  fluxing  powder,  mingle 
then  filings  of  Iron  with  the  Flux,  before  thou  put 
in  the  calx  of  Tin,  and  thou  (halt  find  in  fo  do¬ 
ing,  that  Gold  doth  come  neither  from  the  Flux 
or  Iron,  but  out  of  Tin  ;  then  being  hereby, aifu- 
red,  that  ’cis  the  Tin  which  contains  Gold ,  thout; 
mayft  confider,  how  moft  conveniently  that  may  ' 
be  extrafted,  viz.  with  other  Lead ,  and  another 
way,  as  lhall  be  hereafter  taught.  .  Neither  think, 
that  Tin  contains  no  more  Gold  than  you  have 
heard  i  for  more  there  is  if  you  can  wifely  extradt 
it :  neither  do  I  deny,  that  more  Gold  may  be  ex- 
tradfed  out  of  the  Tin,  but  more  care  than  this  is, 
to  be  given,  if  you  defire  more  plenty.  But  Gold 
may  thence  be  extradfed,  not  only  by  Flux,  but  di» 
verfe  other  wayes,  in  diverfe  weights  j  for  what 
is  written,  is  only  for  demonftration  of  the  polfi- 
bility,  that  the  Gold  contained  in  the  imperfedt- 
metals,  may  be  extradfed  by  a  feerec  feparation.  ■ 

The  Flnxing  Powder  reqmjite  to  this  IVorks 

one  part  of  very  pure  and  white  Sand ,  or 
Flints,  .having  no  Gold  fufible;  to  which,  add 
three  parts  of  Litharge  of  Lead  ;  being  mixt,  fufe 
in  a  very  ftrong  Fire,  that  thereof  a  tranfparent 
Glafs  may  be  made  of  it,  which  pour  out,  that  it 
may  be  cold,  and  reduce  it  to  powder  j  which  ufe 
in  the  aforefaid  manner.  But  you  may  ask,  why 
Sand  and  Flints  are  mingled  ,  feeing  they  are  not 
of  a  metallick  nature :  to  which  I  fay,  the  calx  of 
Tin,  cannot,  as  alfo  other  Fofliles  be  Examined 
by  Lead  alone  ,  for  the  following  Reafons ,  viz. 
becaufe  in  the  Calcination  of  Tin ,  its  metallick 
nature  is  hidden ,  but  the  impure  and  earthy  parts 
are  manifeft ,  wherefore  it  hath  no  longer  af^nity 
with  Lead  and  other  metals  •,  unlefs  the  hidden 
parts  of  the  lead  be  manifeft,  and  alfo  other  metals 
and  the  manifeft  be  hidden ,  for  then  they  eafily 
embrace  one  the  other,  and  are  again  mingled  well, . 
and  not  altered. 

What  belongs  to  the  alteration  of  other  metals' 
doth  not  belong  hither  i  for  to  this  place  only  per- 
tain’Lead  and  Tin,  the  alteration  of  which  is  de- 
monftrated  by  this  tryal ;  whereby  it  appears  t£> 
be  thus- 

Lead  reduced  into  afhes,  by  it  felf,  or  into  Li¬ 
tharge,  and  deprived  of  its  metallick  form  ,  cannot 
fo  in  this  work  be  ufed  without  the  flints  or  fand, 
for  the  following  reafon.  The  lead  and  glafs  there¬ 
of  made  by  it  .  felf  is  very  fufible  and  volatile  ;  but 
the  calx  of  tin  is '  very  difficultly  fufed  :  which 
two  calxes ,  although  they  (hould  be  mingled  to 
fufe  in  a  crucible ,  yet  would  not  be  mingled ,  iiqj.: 

being 
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being  fufcd^  embrace  one  the  other, by  reafon  of  the 
difference  of  their  fafibility  \  becaufe  the  calx  of 
lead  alone  being  fufed  by  a  fmallfire,  will  perfo¬ 
rate  and  penetrate  the  crucible,  the  calx  of  Tin  be¬ 
ing  left  in  the  crucible  :  wherefore  you  mull  add 
fand  or  flints  to  the  lead,  'viz,.  to  hinder  its  fuli- 
bility,  that  it  may  endure  the  fame  degree  of  heat 
with  thole  that  are  difficultly  fufed ,  and  further 
their  flux...  For  like  things. do  mutually  affedt  and 
embrace  each  other*,  as  water  doth  water,  oyloyl, 
and  glafs  glafs  j  and  metals  other  metals^  but  wa¬ 
ter  is  not  mingled,  with,  oyl  f  neither  are  glalTes^ 
mingled  with  metals,  but  metals  with  metals,  and 
glafs  with  glafs,  whether  it  be  made  of  metals  or 
,  out  of  fand.  Wherefore  they  greatly  err  who 
!  mingle  the  calx  of  metals  difficultly  mifcible,  or 
I  other  hard  things  with  lead  to  prove  or  exa: 

;  min,  not  conlidering  that  x:orporeal  lead,  hath  no 
'  affinity  with  them  :  who  remaining  in  their  errour, 
and  not  weighing  the  thing  further,  confequently 
can  find  nothing  of  any  moment, 
i  But  when  the  calx  of  metals  united  with  lead  by 
a  medium-,  as  flints  or  fand,  are  brought  together 
into  tranfparent  glafs  ;  then  the  lead  being  preci¬ 
pitated  and  feparated  from  the  mixture,  it  cannot 
be,  but  that  th?  gold  and  filver  contained  in  them 
I  mull  be  carried  away  with  it.  This  is  a  true  and 
I  philofophical  tryal,  and  not  to  be  contemned ,  for 
i  many  things  may  be  by  it  performed. 

iV.  B.  But  this  is  not  to  be  pafled  by ,  that  in 
the  mutual  mixture  and  fulioh  of  the  glafs  of  lead 
and  the  calx  of  tin ,  and  other  hard  metals,  one 
may  eafily  err,  •y/z..  in  the  precipitation  (which  is 
done  with  the  mixture  of  iron)  of  the  gold  with 
i  the  lead  into  Regnlits.,  by  either  the  exc^fs  or  de; 

I  fed ,  fo  that  nothing  may  be  gotten,  vl7hich  is  com- 
i  mitted  in  precipitation.  For  if  the  mixture  ft^nd 
i  long  in  the  fire  not  fufed,  it  is  burnt,  fo  that  it 
i  cannot  well  be  feparated,  and  if  it  ftand  too  long 
j  fuied  in  the  fire ,  the  gold  is  attraded  by  the 
i  drofs,  by  reafon  of  the  mixture  of  the  iron ,  ha- 
!  ving  great  affinity  with  the  gold,  fo  that  by  this 
i  means  nothing  can  be  gotten  :  wherefore  the  Work 
!  is  to  be  done  warily,  and  with  wifdom  and  induftry. 

I  You  muft  have  a  care  you  burn  not  the  Regulus  of 
I  lead  with  too  much  fire,  when  you  reduce  it  into 
i  i^rols  *,  for  fear  of  attradirig  the  gold  from  the 
i  iron,  and  turning  it  into  drofs.  And  although  this 
I  may  by  Arc  be  prevented  ,  yet  we  muft  not  pre- 
i  fently  create  every  one  Mafier  of  Arts-,  it  requiring 
I  diligence  and  daily  exercife,  befides  the  reading  of 
j  Books.  But  this  Sdret  (hall  other  where  be  commu¬ 
nicated. 

This  admonition  then  I  give ,  that  thou  do  not 
impute  thy  errour  (if  thou  doft  err)  tome,  but  to 
thy  felf,  for  what  I  have  written  is  true :  and  do 
iiot  thence  infer  an  impoffibility  ofattrading  gold 
by  iron,  out  of  lead,  and  of  turning  it  into  drofs, 
which  is  no  wonder  to  itie,  though  it  may  fo  feem 
to  thee.  Which  he  who  hath  the  knowledge  of 
I  metals  will  himfelf  ealily  perceive.  But  that  thou 
!  maift  be  certain,  try  the  certainty  after  the  follow- 
I  ing  manner:  Take  two  hundred  lib.  of  lead,  of  the 
i  leffer  weight  6t  the  Refiners,  put  it  on  a  teft  un- 
I  der  a  tyle*,  add  eight  or  ten  lotons  of  pure  gold, 
j  of  tin  two  or  three  /.  fix  or  eight  of  iron,  VIZ,,  of  the  ! 
I  leffer  weight  :  make  them  ftoW  together  an  hour 
i  p  make  drofs  •,  as  Examiners  ufe  to  do  •,  then  pour 
it  out,  and  feparate  the  lead  from  the  drofs ,  viz.. 
to*  dpel  that  which  is  feparated  ,  then  weigh  the 


grains  of  gold  lett,  and  thou  lhalt  find 'half  of  ri: 
confumed  by  the  drofs-v  If  this  happen  to  corporeal 
gold  and  fixe.  How  will  it  be  with  that  which  is  new¬ 
ly  extradled  out  of  an  imperfed  ’^metal  ?  There¬ 
fore  .you  muft  diligently  fearch'out 'the  natures  of 
metals,  and  then  fuch  cafes  will  not  feem  incre¬ 
dible^  •  .  ;  ' 

^  From  hence  then,  and  other  Examples  mentioned 
It  ^ppears,  that  that  feparation  which  is  done  by 
tefts  and  cupels,  is  not  true  and  legitimate  j  and 
confequently,  that  another  profitable  feparation  of 
metals  is  to  be  fought  j  becaufe.  by  this  the  greater 
part  of  gold  'and  filver  burns  into  drofs,  witnefs 
Experience,  for  which  caufe  the  former  example 
was  alleadged  ^  whither  belongs  the  proof,  viz.,  how 
much  gold  the  drofs  hath- attraded,  which  is  done 
as  followeth  :  Hr  the  remaining  black  dfofs,  to  which 
add ’a  double  weight  of  fait  of  tartar,  put  it  int-  a 
crucible  filled  but  to  the  half  (  for  fear  of  boyling 
out)  and  covered,  that  nothing  fall  in,  under  a  tile 
or  among  live  coalsj  one  or  two  hours  fpace  to  di- 
geft  ^  and  a  new  Regulus  of  lead  ffiaij  be  precipita¬ 
ted,  which  feparated  from  the  drofs ,  you  may  cu¬ 
pel,  and  you  fliall  find  new  grains  of  gold  attraded 
by  the  iron  in  the  drofs,  and  now  feparated  by  the 
fait  of  tartar,  overcoming  the  force  of  the  iron. 
And  fo  you  have  heard  from  two  examples ,  how 
in  the  codioh  of  the  feparation  gold  may  be  drawn 
out  of  the  lead  by  tin  and  iron,  and  that  therefore 
there  is  need,  that  gold  be  feparated  by  the  Ami- 
monial Regulus owt  of  the  aforefaid  metals,  and  not' 
by  lead,  if  you  would  extrad  the  true  fubftance  with 
gain. 

N-B.  Gold  may  likewife  be  feparated  out  of  the 
glafs  of  lead  (  being  firft  difiolved  with  theaffiesof 
tin  )  with  coal  duft,  adding  it  in  the  flux  and  ftif- 
ringdt  with  an  iron  Wier  \  and  alfo  with  common 
fulpflur,  by  burning  it  on  it:  but  the  aforefaid  way 
with  iron,  is  to  be  preferred  before  thofe  two  which 
fpoyl  the  gold,  wherefore  the  remaining  drofs 
is  to  be  gathered ,  which  by  forne  abftrading  fur¬ 
nace  by  other  means  may  be  tryed,  for  to  recover 
the  fpoyled  or  loft  gold  arid  filver. 

And  all  thefe  are  alleadged  to  demonftrate  that 
the  gold  in  tin  and  iron  is  to  be  feparated  by  the 
AntimonUl  Regulus and  not  by  Lead.  But  how 
this  feparation  may  be  perfeded,  yoh  (hall  hear  in 
the  third  part,  where  we  will  treat  of  lead,  explai¬ 
ned  by  Paracelfusy  in  his  book  called  Ccelum  Rhilo- 
fophorum^  and  other  artificial  Chymical  labours : 
wherefore  here  we  onilt  it,  being  fuperfluous  to  han¬ 
dle  one  thing  in  divers  places.  In  the  mean  while 
exercife  thy  felf  in  leffer  things,  that  thou  maift  be 
more  fit  for  greater  when  they  fhall  be  fet  fbrtfi* 
But  wonder  not  at  my  liberality  in  publiffiirig  fd 
great  fecrets ,  for  I  have  reafons  for  it.  Such  a 
burden  is  too  much  for  me  alone ,  neither,  doth  it 
profit  the  Covetous  to  fell  his  goods  to  them  which 
keep  not  their  words,  nor  pay  the  nioney,  after  they 
have  obtained  their  aft,  which  hath  hapned  to  me^ 
Wherefore  I  have  determined  to  communicate  fome 
fecrets  to  all  the  world  indifferently,  that  the  poor 
may  receive  fome  profit  by  them  ;  knowing  that 
though  I  write  plainly,  yet  that  all  will  not  at  the  firft' 
view  obtain  their  defires.  For  fome  are  fo  dull,  that 
they  cannot  imitate  a  work  though  often  feen.  For 
fome'  have  often  vifited  me,  to  fee  my  new  manner 
of  diftilling ,  which  though  if  was  fufficiently  demon* 
ftrated  to  the  eye,  yet  they  could  not  imitate  it,  till 
with  often  perufals  at  length  they  have  found  the 
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right  path-  Others  liave  left  it  as  too  hard  a  work, 

when  it  would  not  prefently  fucceed,  which  if  it  hap- 
lied  to  thofe  who  had  an  ocular  demonftration,  how 
much  more  difficult  will  it  be  and  hard  to  them  who 
have  nothing  but  what  they,  have  heard  or  read- 
Wherefore  1  am  certain,  that  though  I  ffiould  pub- 
liffi  every  one  of  my  fecrets,  yet  could  they  not  be 
performed  by  all  men,  my-  coals  and  materials  be¬ 
ing  left  lufficing  for  my  neceffity.  Wherefore  I 
fear  not  to  publiffi,  the  next  opportunity  ottered, 
Olivers  profitable  and  excellent  fecrets,  vix..  in  favour 
oil  ond  everv  one. 


,  .  As  for  that  fpirit  of  fait  necefiary  t6  this  work, 
you  may  findit  in  the  firftpartof  my  Philofophical 
Furnaces,  corrected  and  amended  ;  but  the  way  of 
feparation  in  the  fourth  part- 

And.fo  I  finiffi  this  work,  being  publiffied  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  thofe  who  by  war  (though  honeft  men) are 
reduced  to  poverty,  'iBut  what  things  are  deficient 
in  this  little  traft  thall  (God  vyilling)  be  delivered  in 
the  next  (which  lhall  follow  iii  a  ftiort  time)  large¬ 
ly  and  clearly  without  fraud. 
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of  the  <Birth  ani  Orlgmd  of  ,!Metis  and  Mmab,  viz.  How  they  are  produced  ly  the 
Starrs,  and  take  to  themfelvei  a  body  out  of  the  Water  and  Earth,  and  ate  found  in  a 
fmdrylhape.  Written  and  brought  to  light  for  the  fake  of  the  Diligent  Searchers  of  Nature.  ■ 


A  Preface  to  the  Reader. 


Courteous  Reader, 

WHereas  in  a  former  little  lately  hy 

me  piibltjl^edf  I  mentioned  this  little  Tra^ 
of  the  Generation  of  Metals^  and  through 
want  of  time^  conld  not  hitherto  make  it 
iiiblkk..,  although  earneftly  defired  by  men  of  the  meanefi 
and  highest  condition  :  1  have  now  determined  to  [fare  fo 
much  time  front  my  other  Jmployments^  as  to  do  this  IVork 
for  the  fublick  good,  no  ways  doubting.,  but  that  (although 
this  my  of  inion  of  the  Generation  of  Adetalsj  doth  not  agree 
with  all  the  Phiiofophers  )  will  it  get  credit  from, 
andtheajfent  of  not  a  few  quickgfighted  men. 

That  which  J  here  declare^  I  do  not  exhibit  it  with 
flattering  words,  or  many  circumftances^  or  the  tefiimo- 
nies  of  other  Writings,  but  with  a  naked  and  genuin  fim» 
flicity  j  for  which  very  caufe  J  would  not  make  this 
little  TraSt  too  frolix,  but  have  unfolded  my  mind  with 
the  mofl  Compendious  file  that  I  could.  But  let  none 
thkk  that  I  endeavour  to  weaken  and  nullifie  the  Ofi~ 
nions  of  other  mzn  concerning  the  Generations  of  Me^ 


tals,  and  obtrude  mine  in  the  World ,  not  in  the 
leaft  :  /  leave  to  every  man  his  free  will,  find  the  Lk 
berty  of  viewing  others,  who  have  written  Monuments 
of  this  thing,and  of  comfaring  of  them  with  my  writings^ 
that  he  may  evidently  ferceive  which  of  the  two  Corre~ 
ffonds  mofl  with  Nature  and  Truth  :  I  aim  not  at  any 
Honour  hereby,  as  if  I  were  wifer  than  the  common  fort  * 
Nt)r  do  I  reaf  any  benefit  by  making  this  little  Book, 
but  ^tis  done  only  for  this  end  and  frrfofe.  That  (be- 
caufe  /  have  formerly  written  of  Metalline  things ,  and 
have  alfo  made  mention  of  this  little  TraSl  of  the  Birth 
and  Nativity  of  them')  I  may  give  light  unto  my  Writ 
tings,  and  render  them  moreeafie  to  be  under  flood  •,  for  J 
fhould  mofl  bitterly  fuffer,  if  but  one  only  jhould  be  lead 
into  errour  by  my  Writings ,  but  1  trufl  that  the  light 
is  fpringing  up  unto  many,  by  the  guidance  whereof  they 
will  more  cautioujly  handle  than  hitherto  they  have  done. 
Let  the  Benign  and  Merciful  God.,  our  Father  of  all 
things,  of  whofe  Wonders  the  Heaven  and  Earth  are  fully 
give  unto  His  poor  needy  Children  that  which  may  tend 
to  the  Glory  of  His  moll  holy  N^me,  and  to  our  health, 
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THere  have  alwaies  been  many,  and  vari¬ 
ous  Opinions  concerning  the  Original 
of  Metals  and  Minerals,  to  wit^  of  what 
matter  they  are  firlt  of  all  generated 
in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  ;  and  how 
come  to  fuch  a  fixity,  infomuch,  that  a  young  Be¬ 
ginner  in  this  hard  Science,  hath  been  in  fufpence  ^ 
which  of  them  he  fliould  aflent  unto,  and  by  what 
Phylofophy  he  fhould  direct  his  courfe. 

And  whereas,  throughout  the  whole  Univerfe  in 
fo  many  Nations,  there  are  fomany  men,  both  of 
high  and  low  degree,  as  well  Learned  as  unlearn¬ 
ed,  who  bufily  feek  at  this  day ,  to  get  their  Fe¬ 
licity  from  the  Metals;  and  whereas,  without  the 
true  Knowledge  of  them ,  nothing  at  all  of  profit 
can  be  had  (  for  by  what  means  I  pray  can  any 
one  convert  any  imperfed  Metal  into  a  better,  if 
he  be  ignorant  of  what  Parts  it  is  compofed; 
into  what  Parts  it  is  to  be  refolved  before  that 
it  can  obtain  a  more  Noble  Form)  and  that  the 
Knowledge  of  their  Generation  is  worthily  necefla- 
xy  for  theic  Melioration  ;  we  will  in  a  few  words 
clearly  evidence.  What  is  to  be  confidered  as  to 
their  Nativity.  Although  the  whole  Company  of 
Phylofophers  do  almoffc  unanimoufly  teftify,  (  but 
yet  in  fuccind,  obfcure,  and  senigmatical  Terms  ) 
That  Metals  receive  their  Generation  from  above, 
by  ^ the  force  of  the  Stars,  and  are  produced  in  the 
bowels  of  the  Earth  ;  yet  fome  there  are,  who  com 
tend  very  ignorantly,  and  aflirm,  that  Metals  ^ha^ 
not  any  feed  at  all,  as  other  Animal,  and  Vegeta¬ 
ble  things  have ;  and  that  (  upon  this  account  they 
have  no  propogating  faculty,  but  were  produced 
fuch  in  the  belly  of  the  Earth,  by  GOD  in  thefirft 
Creation  of  things.  ,  But  this  Deceit  is  too  grofs, 
and  palpable ,  and  may  be  met  withal  molt  eafily, 
by  daily  experience ,  declaring  the  contrary.  For 
when  being  found  in  the  Earth ,  they  are  by  the 
Miners  brought  to  light,  we  ^abundantly,  and  ocu¬ 
larly  perceive,  that  even  novv  they  daily  grow,  and 
will  not  ceafe  from  this  motion ,  unlefs  rob’d  of 


their  Vegetable  Vertue  and  Life,  by  external  Ac¬ 
cidents,  which  very  thing  convinceth  the  Opinion 
of  Errour.  Some  there  are,  who  teach  that  God, 
when  he  made  the  World,  did  inftil  into  •  the  Ma¬ 
trix  of  the  Earth,  not  the  Metals  themfelves,  but 
their  Seed  only  for  its  own  propagation ;  which 
if  fo,  then  long  ago,  would  this  Seed  have  afford¬ 
ed  a  new  harveft  of  it  felf  (  of  which  ,  no  foot- 
Eeps  are  any  where  extant  )  by  its  own  abfolute 
Vegetation^  “Know  therefore,  that  the  manner  of 
the  Metallkk  Seed  is  far  different  from  that  of  the 
vegetable  and  animal  Seeds,  which  are  perceptible 
to  the  fence  of  fight  and  feeling. 

For  the  Metals  are  not  all  together  created  in 
the  beginning  of  things,  but  begotten  in  length  of 
time,  out  of  the  bofome  of  the  Elements ;  and  on 
them,  being  created  by  the  Omnipotent  GOD ,  is 
this  Command  injoyned,  and  this  Power  implanted, 
that  they  fhould  give  growth  to  all  things,  by  their 
Vertue  and  Efficacy,  for  accomplifhing  of  which 
thing,  the  one  cannqt  in  the  leaft  want  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  other. 

For  the  Stars  of  Elements  of  Fire,  delivers  out 
the  metalline  Seed  out  of  its  own  bowels ;  which 
the  air  carries  down  into  the  Water,  that  it  may 
adapt  to  it  felf,  a  palpable  form  or  body,  which  the 
Earth  (embraceing  it)  doth  cherifh,  nourifh,  and 
augment  from  form  to  form^  until  it  comes  to  be 
a  perfe(5t  Metal,  which  it  (  at  length)  brings  forth 
into  the  light,  as  a  Mother  doth  her  mature  young 
one  ;  which  Conception  and  Generation  of  the  Me¬ 
tals,  taking  its  Original  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  World,  wM  alwaies  continue  even  unto  its  Dif- 
folution. 

For  by  the  efficacy  of  the  Elements,  new  things 
are  from  thence  generated ,  and  contrarily ,  old 
things  are  deftroyed ;  which  thing  is  not  only  done 
in  Metals,  but  moft  apparently  in  Vegetables  and 
Animals :  for  none  can  deny ,  but  that  various 
Hearbs,  and  little  Animals  are  produced  upon  this 
Stage,  by  the  alone  vertue  of  the  Elements,  with- 
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,  .  „  r  Ug.kc ;  and  without  the  Seed 

which  to  purfue,  I  could  lay  down 
or  'lire  k  needful,  but ’tis  altoge- 

ther  ’  now,  who  will  not  believe, 

the  fame  may  he  do’ne  in  Metallicks.  God 
ha?h  implanted  in  the  Starrs,  or  Ele- 
SSitV  Fire,  the  vivifying  prolifick  and  feininal 
verfue  of  all  things,  which  power  it  doth  not  keep 
Z  up  vvithin  it  felf ,  but  fends  and  lets  it  down 
bv  Divine  appointment  into  the  earths  center by 
mediation  of  the  air  and  the  water*,  which  fiery 
beams  ceafe  not,  by  reafon  of  their 
pulfe  and  vertue,  to  go  forward,  until  they  ^  do  at  laft 
Let  with  a  place,  beyond  which  it  is  impoflible 
for  them  to  go,  nor  can  they  ftay  there  any  lon¬ 
ger,  but  leaping  back  from  the  center  unto  the  ci  - 
eSaference,  aVe  difperfed  throughout  tne  whole 

earth,  cherilhing  and  impregnating  It  :  which  thing, 

unled  it  were  done,  and  thofe  fidereal  vertues  Ihould 
remain  in  the  center  of  the  earth,  and  never  flow 
upwards,  nothing  at  all  would  grow  upon  the  Earth. 
But  becaufe  heat,  and  whatfoever  is  of  the  fire,  is 
endowed  with  this  nature,  to  go  forward^  as  nr  as 
it  can,  and  where  it  can  go  no  farther,  tis  ftruck 
back,  and  leaps  from  the  center  to  the  Superfices ; 
which  thing  is  evident  in  a  burning- glafs,  wherein- 
to  when  the  Solar  beams  fall,  and  cannot  penetr^e 
the  compadt  and  polilht  metal,  they  are  difperfed  y 
forced  backwards,  and  in  thofe  fiery  beams,  whillt 
(every  where ;  they  leap  back,  do  in  the  porofity  of 
the  earth  fnatch  up,  as  it  were,  a  fat  humidity,  ad¬ 
heres  thereto,  and  by  mutual  mixtion  are  coagula¬ 
ted  into  a  certain  palpable  ElTence,  out  of  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  purity  or  impurity  of  the  place,  a 
pure,  or  ah  impure  metal  is  with  length  of  time 
Lducedi  becaufe  a  metal  doth  not  P^^^fe^y  be- 
corhe  rine  in  the  fame  moment  of  time  ^  but  the  Seed 
of  the  Metal  is  by  little  and  little 
ereafed  in  the  matrix  of  the  earth,  with  the  heat  of 
the  central  fire,  until  it  attains  its  perfeftion.  ^ 
Like  as  in  the  generation  of  Vegetables  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  it  comes  in  ufe,  whofe  feed  being  received  in¬ 
to  the  fuitable  matrix,  takes  encreafe  from  thence 
by  little  and  little,  until  (if  no^  obftacles  prevent) 
it  obtains  a  Predeftinated  and  appointed  form,  whence 
’tis,  that  according  to  the  purity  of  the  place  the  me¬ 
tals  are  alfo  varied  :  For  it  is  but  one  only  feed  out  of 
vvhich  Metals  and  Minerals  do  proceed  :  but  the 
place  and  other  accidents  are  the  caufe  of  their  Un- 
likenefs,  as  we  lhall  prove  in  the  fubfequent  wri- 

But  to  fome  men  it  will  feem  monftrous,  that  I  fay 
there’s  a  place  in  the  middle  of  the  Earth ,  the 
which  nothing  can  pafs  through  or  penetrate,  but  is 
ftopt:,  that  which  is  heavy  remains  there  ,  but  the 
more  light  is  carried  backwards  :  which  opinion 
it  will  be  worth  while  briefly  to  explain.  ^ 

In  the  Creation  of  the  World,  the  Elements  being 
as  yet  not  feparated  each  from  the  other,  but  being 
a  Ch^os,  God  inftituted  their  reparation,  and  or¬ 
dained  a  place  where  the  more  ponderous  partot 
the  mafs  mould  be  feparated ,  (which  is  the  Earth) 
which  thing  is  even  continually  done,  becaum  eve¬ 
ry  heavy  thing  or  earth  knits  it  felf  to  its  alTigned 
point,  as  a  Bee  doth  to  his  hive ,  from  whence  at 
length  this  Globe  is  made  or  born,  upon  which  we 
inhabit :  Prefently  after ,  that  which  was  next  in 
weight,  the  water,  made  its  reparation  from- the 
other  Elements,  and  encompafs’d  the  Superflees  of  the 
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earth,  having  the  fame  center  with  the  earth,  info- 
much  that  if  the  earth  were  not,  the  water  it  felf 
would  have  chiefly  or  primarily  encompalTed  the  lia¬ 
ble  and  founded  point  of  Gravity  or  the  Magnet ;  but 
becaufe  the  earth  exceeding  the  water  in  ponderoficy, 
doth  intercede,  it  worthily  aflumes  its  appointed 
place,  and  takes  the  waters  upon  its  back. 

Nov/,  as  the  other  two  Elerfients ,  the  lighted  of 
them,  the  Fire,  God  likewife  fent  to  its  proper  aboad, 
a  place  moft  remotely  diftant  from  the  inferiour 
Globe  of  the  heavy  Elements ;  the  other  light  Ele¬ 
ment,  the  Air ,  being  the  wedhm  between  the  fire 
and  the  water,  God  hath  fet  it  between  them  two, 
that  conftantly  touching  each  the  other,  they  might 
mutually  circulate,  cherifh,  and  uphold  each  the  o- 
ther,  until  being  at  length  difl'olved,  they  are  reduced 
into  their  own  nothing,  from  whence  they  were  pro¬ 
duced. 

For  the  Fire  cannot  burn  without  the  Air,  nor  the 
Air  be  conferkd  without  the  Water,  nor  the  Wa¬ 
ter  be  nourilhed  without  the  Earth,  nor  the  Earth 
(being  as  it  were  dead )  bring  any  thing  to  light, 
except  the  Element  of  Fire  doth  firft  fpiritually 
inftill  thereinto  its  own  feed,  whence  it  is  afterwards 
made  corporeally  and  fenfibility,  fuch  as  isneceffary 
for  all  growing  things. 

And  now,  left  what  I  have  fpoken  that  the 
Earth  hath  its  oWn  center  unpayable  by  any  thing, 
whereinto  the  fidereal  rays  ftriking,  are  contrafted 
into  a  ftreight  room,  and  (driven  back)  from  thence 
are  fublimed  and  diftilled  throughout  the  whole  Orb, 
from  which  all  kind  of  Metals  and  Minerals  (  by 
the  help  of  the  Earth  and  Water  corporifyingthem) 
are  produced )  may  feem  a  fable 

Know,  that  this  Philofophy  is  demonftrabic  by 
many  uncontroulable  rcafons ;  which  Philofophy  I 
do  not  my  felf  only  embrace,  but  alfo  many  more 
have  done,  ’mongft  whom  the  moft  famous  Sa^divow 
is  not  the  leaft,  who  writ.  That  in  the  Earths  cen¬ 
ter  is  a  vacuity,  in  which  nothing  can  reft,  the  which 
thing  even  the  reafon  or  brdcr  of  Nature  feemsto 
evidence,  in  whofe  middle  point  a  void  place  is 
necefl'arily  requifit,  into  which  all  the  vertues  of  the 
Stars  may  pour  out  theitifelves,  may  mutually  ope¬ 
rate  upon  each  other,  and  excite  a  marvellous  hear, 
permitting  neither  delay  of  quietude  for  any  thing 
in  that  place :  but  from  thence,  even  the  unbroken 
vertues  of  the  Stars  are  by  little  and  little  enforced 
to  go  back  unto  the  circumference  ,  where  joyning 
themfelves  to  the  moft  pure  earth,  they  exclude  a  me- 
tnllick  child  ;  fo  that  you  need  not  wonder,  becaufe 
of  that  moft  intenfe  heat  that  fways  there,  when  a$ 
all  the  Afterifms ,  the  Sun,  the  Moon,  the  othef 
Planets,  with  Starrs  innumerable,  do  into  that  place 
injea:  their  powers  with  all  their  might.  If  yon 
confider  but  the  folar  magnitude  only ,  being  by 
Aftronomical  Calculation  64  times  the  bignefs  of 
the  earthly  globe  (omitting  to  fpeak  of  the  other 
innumerable  huge  bodies ,  that,  jointly  caft  their 
influences  into  the  belly  of  the  earth)  what  an  un- 
fpeakable  furious  heat  thinkeft  thou  that  all  thefe 
will  give,  which  in  the  center  of  the  earth  muftef 
up  their  vertues,  and  make  them  manifeft  and  effi¬ 
cacious  :  Confider  a  little  how  much  one  pugil  of 
the  Sun-beams  can  do,  being  taken  in  a  concave 
glafs,  or  a  metalline  ring  well  polifhed,  or  any  0- 
ther  inftrument ,  and  ftraightened  into  the  center 
for  a  concave-glafs  rightly  made,  having  but  the 
Diameter  of  a  fpan,  doth  eafily  burn  wood,  or  any 
combuftible  body  *,  but  if  the  Diameter  be  two 

fpans, 
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fpans,  it  melts  with  the  Sun,  Lead,  Tin,  Bifmuthum) 
and  other  metals  eafily  fluxible  •,  if  4  or  5  fpans, 
then  it  melteth  Copper  and  Silver,  and  fo  mollifies 
Iron,  that  it  may  be  wrought  upon  the  Anvil.  If 
now  experience  evinceth  this  thing,  that  a  little  hand¬ 
ful  of  the  beams  collected  and  llrengthened  into  a 

point,  be  of  fo  great  force  as  to  melt  even  metals? 
and  to  fume  away  5,  5,  and  Arfnick  ?  Auripig- 
ment,  Koboltum,  and  other  volatile  and  immature 
metals  of  like  kind ;  what  thinkeft  thou  would  be, 
if  the  beams  were  congregated  the  compafs  of  i  o  or 
20  fathoms,  doubtlefs  they  would  burn  up  all  other 
metals,  except  Gold,  like  a  flame,  and  elevate  them 
into  fume  ?  And  what  are  10  or  20  fathoms,  if  com¬ 
pared  to  lb  many  thoulands  of  thoufands  which  are 
attributed  to  the  Sun  ,  whofe  heat  Tpalfing  by  to 
fpeak  of  the  other  great  Starp;  it  it  were  congre¬ 
gated  into  one  place,  f  which  is  fo  done  in  the  earths 
center)  what  an  incomprehenfible  burning  heat, 
thinkfl:  thou?  would  be  there  ?  verily  nothing  would 
be  fixt  enough  to  refift  the  burning  •,  and  indeed 
there  is  nothing  in  reality  that  doth  refift  it,  whence 
neceflarily  that  point  is  vacuous  wherein  nought  can 
reft  or  remain- 

Thou  wilt  objedt,  that  I  fpeak  of  many  things? 
but  prove  a  very  few  ^  for  who  was  ever  there, 
and  beheld  fuch  a  Cavity  ?  1  Anfwer  thus,  that  al¬ 
beit,  there  be  no  ocular  Teftimony  of  this  thing,  yet 
naturally  Phylofophy  affords  Teftimony  fufficient, 
whereby  ’lis  in  very  deed  demonftrated,  that  fuch 
a  place  there  is :  now  none  denies ,  that  the  Sun 
and  Stars  by  their  motion  do  inviron  the  terreftri- 
al  Globe,  and  imprint  their  beams  thereon,  which 
being  granted  ( for  no  fober  man  will  contradidi 
this)  it  alfo  follows,  that  thofe  hot  and  invifible  beams 
do  by  an  innate  force  and  vigor  go  forwards  ?  un¬ 
til  they  are  fomewhere  ftopM,  and  a  further  pro- 
grefs  prohibited  them ;  which  thing  is  done  in  the 
middle  moft  point  oT  the  Earth,  or  all  the  Phylo- 
fophers  are  altogether  Lyers,  whounanimoufly  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  heat  is  carryed  diredlly  forwards,  and 
rot  backwards :  but  behold  an  apparent  Example 
of  this  thing  ;  Put  a  Coal  upon  fome  thick  brafs, 
or  iron  plate,  and  thou  flialc  fee  that  the  fide  un¬ 
der  the  Coal  will  firft  wax  hot  by  the  penetrating 
heat  \  take  off  the  Coal  and  try  with  thy  hand,  and 
thou  lhalt  find  it  hurtful  by  the  overmuch  heat; 
try  alfo  the  under  fide  of  the  Plater  and  thou  lhalt 
find  it  to  be  but  gentle  warm,  and  after  a  little  de- 
lay,  try  yet  once  again,  and  thou  lhalt  find  that  the 
heat  is  gone  direftly  forward,  and  that  the  under- 
fide  of  the  Plate  is  hotter  than  the  upper  part,  where: 
upon  the  Coal  lay- 

Hence  thou  maift  clearly  perceive,  that  the  heat 
never  goes  backwards,  but  is  carried  direftly  for¬ 
wards-,  which  being  fo,  thou  lhalt  be  enforced  to 
confefs  nolens  volens ,  that  in  like  manner  the  Aftral 
heat  fticks  not  in  the  Superfices  of  the  earth,  but  pier* 
ceth  even  to  the  very  bottom  center. 

Well ,  but  thou  wilt  again  objeft  ?  If  the  Sun¬ 
beams  defeends  through  the  earths  thicknefsj  even  to 
the  very  center,  Whence  is  it,  that  the  whole  earth 
grows  not  hot  thereby,  or  at  leaft  fo  warm  as  it  is 
on  the  furface  ?  for  ’tis  found  by  experience,  that  the 
digg’d-up  earth  is  not  warm,  but  cold,  and  no  heat¬ 
ing  beams  are  therein  perceptible.  Take  this  for 
an  anfwer.  That  the  difperfed  beams  of  the  Sun  do 
sot  difplay  their  efficacy,  but  only  in  thofe  places 
where  they  are  coUefted  and  become  fenfible;  a 
hint  of  which  you  may  obferve  in  the  eafths  fur- 


face  it  felf ;  where  a  fpeedier  paffage  being  not  per¬ 
mitted,  but  through  the  hardnefs  of  the  Hones,  and 
its  own  denfity,  there  being  a  ftop  and  obftruftion , 
the  heat  becomes  duplicated ,  and  manifeftly  aug^ 
mented,  infomuch,  that  in  all  very  hard  rocks  and 
clifts  there  is  Ibmetimes  created  fo  great  a  heat  by 
the  continual  Conflux  and  Condenfation  of  the  Sun¬ 
beams?  that  if  accidentally,  wood  or  fuel  be  laid 
thereto,  it  burns  and  flames  up,  which  never  hap¬ 
pens  in  a  thin  and  porous  Aire  (  how  near  foever 
to  the  Sun  )  it  being  uncapable  of  Hoping  thofe 
beams ;  for  by  how  much  the  higher  you  afeend 
into  the  Aire,  by  fo  much  the  more  intenfe  lhall 
you  find  the  Cold  to  be ;  infomuch  that  the  moft 
Touring  Mountains,  altho’  pofited  in  warm  Coun¬ 
tries,  are  alwaies  covered  with  Froft,  Ice  and 
Snow,  when  as  in  the  bottom  of  thofe  Hills\  the 
Ground  is  very  warm,  and  brings  forth  varieties  of 
Fruit,  although  it  be  more  remote  from  the  Sun : 
The  caufe  of  which  Cold  in  the  Tops ,  and  of" 
Heat  in  the  Bottom?  only  confifts  in  the  refleftion 
of  the  folar  Beams?  which  are  flayed  and  multi¬ 
plied  below ;  which  thing  cannot  at  any  rate  be 
done  in  the  Fire  that  is  above. 

Thefe  beams  having  firft  paffed  the  fuperfices  of 
the  Earth?  where  they  were  a  while  joined  and  mul- 
tiplyed,  are  by  little  and  little  debilitated,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  their  fimplicity ;  whence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  that  part  of  the  Terrene  Globe,  which  is  furtheft 
diftant  from  the  Centre  ,  hath  as  little  heat,  as 
the  Aire  on  high  :  but  if  it  were  poffible  to  afeend 
higher?  and  nearer  to  the  Sun,  the  heat  would  by 
little  and  little  be  encreafed,  and  be  found  greateft 
at  the  Sun  it  felf :  In  like  manner  may  a  Gompari- 
fon  be  made  about  the  Earths  heat?  which  near  the 
Surface  is  very  faint,  but  nearer  the  Centre,  more 
and  more  encrealing ;  (there  being  its  Seat  and  Col- 
leftionj  fo  that  the  middle  Earth,  between  the 
Sun  (  from  whom  the  heat  flow  )  and  the  Centre^ 
where  the  whole  being  gathered  together,  is  reper- 
cuffed,  may  defervedly  be  efteemed  the  coldeft  part ; 
of  which  truth,  a  certain  demonftration  is  readily 
produceable. 

For  when  in  the  hotteft  day  of  Summer.,  watry 
Clouds  are  elevated  by  the  Winds,  higher  than 
ordinary ,  they  are  made  pure  Ice  by  the  force  of 
a  moft  intenfe  Cold,  which  fall  down  in  little  bits 
of  ithat  form  or  Ihape?  which  they  were  imprinted 
with  by  the  Aire,  to  the  great  detriment  of  Vege¬ 
tables;  and  is  by  us  call’d  Hail,  and  fo  cold,  that 
we  are  not  able  long  to  hold  it  in  our  hands,  and 
ufually  lies  fome  daies  in  the  Suns  heat  ere  it  melts 
by  the  warm  j^ire,  and  returns  into  Water. 

Now  then  if  there  were  not  a  greatCold  in  the  mid: 
die  Region  of  the  aire ;  whence  is  it,  that  thofe  Clouds 
are  fo  frozen  ;  and  who  knows  how  great  the  Cold 
is ,  where  the  Aire,  in  its  own  middle  point  ?  is 
moft  of  all  cold ;  doubtlefs  it  is  fo  greats  that  no 
living  thing  is  able  to  live  therein  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  but  would  incontinently  be  tranfmuted 
into  a  ftone,  even  as  we  have  frequently  percei¬ 
ved  the  earthy  Exhalations  born  up  on  high  into 
the  middle  Region  of  the  Aire;  to  have  been  there 
coagulated  ,  and  compafted  into  the  moft  hard 
ftones,  and  fo  to  have  fallen  down  ;  and  not  on¬ 
ly  ftones  weighing  fome  pounds ,  but  alfo  metals 
too,  and  chiefly  iron  of  a  great  weight,  reprefent- 
ing  the  Ihape  of  many  conglomerated  drops?  have, 
been  in  that  part  of  the  Aire  condenfed  out  of 
dry  Exhalations,  and  thrown  down  thus  concreted ; 
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STwhich  thing  others  have  handled  ’ 

whence  ’tis  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  Sunbeams, 

Tn  fuch  Dlaces  as  they  can  freely  pafs  through,  with-- 
out  any'l.Siment!  give  not  any  heat  from  them- 
felves  *  but  only  where  they  are  detained  and  fixt, 
and  by  how  mich  harder  the  detaining  matter  is 
bv  fo  much  it  caufetn  a  better  heat.  Thou  alio 
feeftthat  Wood,  or  any  porous  Body  never  con- 
trafts  from  the  Sun,  fo  great  a  heat,  as  a  tone  doth ; 
nor  doth  a  tone,  fo  much  as  a  metal,  although  aU 
placed  the  one  by  the  other,  to  the  Suns  heat  i  the 
Seof  which. diverfity,  doth  alone  confill  in  the 
Mres  of  which  fome  bodies  have  rnore,  fome  lefs; 
thereby  granting  a  more  fpeedy  paflage  to  the  heat ; 
for  ’tis  f  as  I  have  often  faid  )  the  property  of  the 
heat,  to  halten  direftly  forwards,  as  long  as  tis  not 
imoeaded,  and  extreanily  unwilling  to  go  back.  A 
Teftimony  whereof,  as  well  the  Kitchen  Fire,  as  the 
Solar,  or  Fulminous  Fire  affords  unto  us  i  for  if 
any  body  fitting  near  the  Fire,  hath  cafually  in  his 
pocket,  anv  metal,  be  it  a  key,  knife  or  money,  the 
heat  (  eafily  penetrates  the  thin  Garments )  lights 
upon  the  metal,  whereto  it  adheres  and  augments ; 
and  gets  fo  much  heat,  that  fometimes  it  cannot 
be  held  in  the  band  •,  but  the  cloathing,  although 
Higher  the  Fire,  is  fcarce  gently  warm ;  the  fame 
thing  ufually  falls  out  in  Thunder,  whofe  Fire,  be» 
caufe  icflyes  very  furioufly,  if  it  hath  not  room  to 
pafs  the  pores  of  folid  withffanding  bodies,  it  dii- 
lipates  and  diffolves  them  in  a  moment,  and  leaves 
porous  bodies  whole,  which  Lightning,  often  melts 
the  fword  in  the  fcabbard,  or  money  in  the  purfe,  the 
Receptacle  of  them  being  whole  :  It  alfo  breaks 
the  hollow  and  marrowy  bones  of  Animals,  the  nelh 
remaining  whole  and  found j  the  Caufe  thus,  for 
that  this  fulminous  heat  moft-  fwiftly  penetrating, 
is  deprived  of  time  to  penetrate,  and  warm  a  me¬ 
tal  by  degrees,  and  will  not  return  backwards,  con¬ 
trary  to  its  own  nature,  and  therefore  fubdues  and 
conquers  the  weaker  Element  by  force  and  power  ; 
for  Fire  only  is  the  moft  potent  of  the  Elements, 
and  knows  not  how  to  yield  to  the  other  three, -but 
they  are  compelled  to  ftooptoit,  with  which  pri- 
viledge  the  faid  Fire  is  from  God  endued,  even  from 

its  very  infancy.  ,  .  c  ? 

In  the  fame  and  like  manner  is  it  with  the  Sun  s, 
Moon’s ,  and  other  Stars  heat ,  and  occult  Vertves, 
which  by  their  efficacy,  hafteri  on  forwards  fo  icJng, 
until  they  meet  with  that  which  they  cannot  pene¬ 
trate,  where  making  a  Hand,  and  heated  as  it  were 
together,  are  compelled  to  go  back,  fearching  after 
a  place  to  reft, and  become  corporeal ;  for  the  chiefeft 
heat  being  in  the  Earths  Centre,  gives  not  any  delay 
to  any  thing,  but  continually  drives  back,  what  flows 
thither,  into  the  porous  and  moift  Earth,  where  the 
Beams  being  fublimed  and  hidden,  may  cloath  them- 
felves  with-a  fenfible  Corporeity,  and  proceed  from 
one  degree  to  another ,  until  they  are  well  conco¬ 
cted  into  perfeft  Metals,  no  impediment  interven- 

iiig.  .  ,  ,  -c 

But  let  We  i^ot  be  miftuken  by  sny  one,  as  it  it 
’twere  my  Opinion,  that  in  the  Centre  of  the  Earth, 
the  fiery  place  is  conftitute,  of  which  the  Scriptures 
make  mention;  for  I  have  nothing  to  fay  as  to  that 
place ;  nor  delire  to  know  ought  concerning  it. 
This  place  which  I  deferibe,  is  difeovered  to  us  by 
natural  Phylofophy,  but  that  place  the  Scripture 
makes  mention  of,  1  leave  to  Theologifts,  by  which 
they  may  terrify  the  wicked  Multitude ,  that  they 
precipitate  not  themfelves  ralhly,  and  by  Troops 
thereinto. 


And  now  becaufe  the  Hellifh  Fire  is  here  mention¬ 
ed,  I  cannot  omit  to  blaft  the  moft  unfound  Opmions 
of  fome  putatitious  DoCtrines  thereabouts :  There 
are  in  many  places  found  Mountains,  belching  forth  j 
with  huge  force,  flames,  fumes,  affies,  and  ftones: 

In  Europe,  is  the  Hill  t/Et?7a  of  Scicilia  •,  in  Ifland, 
is  behind  Norway  •,  there’s  alfo  Vefavtus,  ad* 

joining  to  Naples^  and  many  more  other  places  m 
other  Parts  of  the  Earth ;  fome  part  of  which  con¬ 
tinually  burn  and  fume  ^  others  at  certain  times  and 
intervals ;  which  places,  many  acconnt  for  the  tu¬ 
rnings  of  Hell.  .  ^  i  r  i.  r 

But  verily  this  cannot  be  rational,  becaule  thole 

burning  Mountains  have  a  natural  Original,  and 
Caufe  of  Fireing,  kuown  but  to  very  few ;  for  m 
in  fome  places  are  found  Mountains  wholly  Sul¬ 
phure  which  being  kindled,  either  by  the  Central  or 
Elemental  Fire  of  Thunder,  or  any  other  accident 
cannot  but  burn,  and  when  fuch  a  Mountain  hath  but 
once  taken  Fire,  and  begins  to  burn,  who  can  re- 
ftrain  the  burning ;  no  body,  becaufe  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  Fire,  and  danger  of  what  may  happen, 
being  therefore  left  to  it  felf,  it  feeds  downwards, 
being  never  deftitute  of  matter  fit  for  the  Fire- 
And  now  if  any  one  underftanding  by  the  Monu¬ 
ments  of  the  Antients,  that  thefe  Mountains  have 
burned  for  fome  Ages,  yea,  and  for  Thoufands  of 
Years,  fhould  wonder ,  whence  Fuel  fufficient  tor 
that  Fire  fhould  be  had,  let  him  know,  that  this  may 
eafily  be  done ;  that  a  Mountain  fhould  burn  with¬ 
out  intermiffion,  not  only  for  the  magnitude  of  the 
Terrene  Globe,  in  which  a  mountainous  Wax,  or 
Bitumen ,  Brimftone ,  and  fuch  like  Combuftible 
Things  abound  :  But  alfo ,  becaufe  of  the  never- 
'  interrupted  Motion  of  the  Stars,  whereby  they  ne¬ 
ver  ceafe  replenifhing  the  Earth  with  their  out»flow- 
ings,  and  generating  (  befides  Minerals )  fuch  Com» 
buftible  matters  as  thefe,  augmenting  and  cherifh- 

ing  the  Fire.  .  . 

But  they  endeavour  to  conBrm  their  Opinion  by 
the  lamentable  Howlings,  which  at  fome  times  are 
heard  nigh  thofe  Mountains  ;  which  Cryes ,  the 
credulous  Vulgar  People  report  to  be  of  the  Souls, 
which  are  loft  ;  But  thefe  are  but  Trifles  ;  for 
thofe  Out-cryes  are  then  only  uttered ,  when  the 
Mountains  endeavour  to  throw  out  much  Fire,  other- 
wife  they  burn  and  fume  very  gently,  which  as  foon 
as  the  Adjacent  Inhabitants  perceive  ,  they  well 
know,  that  they  fhall  fhortly  have  an  Harveft  of 
affies,  fire,  &  ftones,  out  of  the  Mountains :  and  that 
they  may  avoid  the  hazard  and  danger  threatned. 
by,  the  Fire,  they  carefully  keep  far  enough  off. 
And  for  the  moft  part,  a  great  Quantity  of  the  Sul¬ 
phure  is  prepared  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  vy here¬ 
by  the  needy  get  their  food ,  by  digging  it  up, 
purging  it  from  its  Impurities,  and  preparing  it  for 
humane  ufes ;  but  as^  to  the  Cryes,  it  feems  to  be 
nothing  elfe  in  myopinion,  but  only  the  Fire  break» 
ing  forceable  through  the  ftreight  Channels,  the 
hard  Stones  and  Caverns,  and  produceing  thereby  a 
dreadful  found ,  which  they  commonly  call  Ejula- 
tion,or  Howling.  They  alfo  add,  that  about  thofe 
fiery  Mountains,  Ghofts,  Villons,  and  Spirits  ufually 
appear  vifibly.  This  alfo  is  true  ,  and  Grounded 
upon  Nature,  but  yet  thou  canft  not  prove  that  they, 
are  Devils  and  infernal  Spirits  •,  there  being  even 
otherwhere  feen,  and  found  diverfe-Spirits  in  the. 
Bowels  of  the  Earth,  being  Monfters  not  unwont¬ 
ed,  or  ftrangc  to  fuch  as  dig,  or  are  Miners,  by 
which  they  are  frequently  injured ;  yea,  and  fome- 

times 
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times  deftroyed,  lamed  or  infeded  i  foraetimes  thefe 
fpirits  are  hurtleCs  and  idle  fpedators,or  playing  with 
the  workmens  implements or  even  labour  themfelves 
not  in  the  leafl:  filling  their  Pockets,  how  ftrongly  lb: 
ever  they  fhew  themfelves  bent  upon  itheir  work- 
But  fuch  fpirits  appear  in  various  forms,  oftentimes 
refembling  an  Horfe,  a  Dog,  or  other  Beaft,  fome- 
times  a  Dwarf-like  crooked  man  j  frequently  they  ap¬ 
pear  cloathed  with  an  alhy  Cowle  of  a  Monk,’,  they 
ufually  are  Teftimonies  of  great  Felicity ^and  rich 
Mines ;  fometimes  they  do  great  mifchier,by  choak- 
ing  the  Miners  with  a  wicked  habit,  or  throwing  them 
headlong  into  the  Pits,  by  reafon  of  whofe  malice 
many  of  the  rich  Mines  are  unavoidable  left  undigged, 
they  boldly  defending  their  hidden  Treafures- 

'  Let  thefe  things  concerning  the  fpirits,  about  the 

burning  Mountains,  or  thofe  remaining  in  the  profun¬ 
dity  of  the  Earth,  and  appearing  in  the  feveral  fhapes, 
be  fpoken  by  way  of  Parenthefis.  And  now  I  return 
to  the  thing  in  hand,  and  will  demonftrate,  that  there 
is  nothing  of  Community  betwixt  thefe  burning  Moun-- 
tains  and  the  central  or  infernal  fire  ,  but  that  thefe 
blowout  a  thick  and  material  fire  ;  which  I  thus  prove- 

Firft  of  all,  Thefe  Mountains  do  at  fometimes  ceafe 
to  burn,  breathing  out  fmoak  only  between  whiles 
more  copioufly  :  fometimes  they  dye  and  expire 
through  want  of  fuel  to  fupply  them- 

But  the  central  fire  can  never  be  either  dim  in  ifhed 
or  vanifh  as  long  as  the  fun  fhines  and  ftarrs  gli- 
fter,  and  fend  down  their  vertues  into  the  earths 
centre.  Even  as  the  infernal  Fire  lhall  never  ex¬ 
pire,  the  Scripture  thus  teftifying,  wherefore  that  fire, 
though  a  molt  furious  Mountainous  fire ,  cannot  be 
either  of  thele  two,  but  is  meerly  matei  ial,  fubjedf 
to  encreafe  and  decreale,  and  its  food  defifting, 
plainly  extinguifheth  :  Befides,  the  fire  of  thofe  Moun¬ 
tains  heats  not  fervently,  but  for  the  greateft  part 
fmoke  obfcurely ;  but  the  adjoyning  Earth  is  very 
hot,  for  the  fpace  of  fome  miles,  fo  that  you  can¬ 
not  long  ftand  there  without  injuring  your  feet- 
The  Waters  alfo  which  flow  down  from  them,  are 
boyling  hot,  and  manifeftly  fmell  of  fulphur  a  good 
Portion  whereof  they  have  within  themfelves. 

Befides  thefe  flaming  and  fmoaking  Mountainsjthere 
are  fometimes  found  other  Denns  or  Caverns,  breath¬ 
ing  forth  neither  Flame  nor  Fume,  and  yet  a  great 
heat,  which  is  another  kind  of  fire,  which  is  largely 
treated  of  in  the  Chronicles  of  Metals ,  where  a- 
mongft  other  things ,  this  is  alfo  added  ;  That  on  a 
time  a  Wind  gaping,  arofe  in  a  certain  Mountain, 
and  fent  forth  a  huge  heat ,  and  in  the  night  only 
was  fome  fplendor  perceptible ,  afcending  towards 
Heaven,  and  fometimes  a  breathing  heat  was  only 
obferved. 

On  this  a  curious  Monh^  was  in  himfelf  perfwaded 
tc  let  down  into  the  cranny,  a  pot,  bound  on  an  Iron 
Chain,  with  intent  to  draw  up  fome  molten  Gold, 
which  he  believed  to  be  thereunder,  which  when  it 
came  to  touch  the  fire,  it  prefently  melted  and  fell 
down,  the  which  in  like  fort  burnt  away  like  Chaff, 
with  a  good  part  of  the  Chain  alfo,  and  was  ejeded 
and  thrown  up  again  in  the  form  of  a  fume ,  with  a 
great  noife  and  crack ,  but  the  Monk  hardly  fcap’d 
with  his  life,  the  gold  being  left  behind  in  the  Hell  5 
but  thou  mailt:  readily  divine  what  fort  of  fire  this 
was,  which  reduced  the  Pot  and  Chain  into  fume  in 
the  twinklingef  an  eye,  that  it  was  not  a  material 
fire,  becaufe  void  of  fmoak,  but  the  aftral  fire. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  Miners,  that  the  central  and 
gehennal  fire  doth  oftentimes  afcend  the  high  parts  of 


the  Mountains,  and  warm  them,  and  there  cherifli  and 
maturate  the  metals :  which  Caverns,  when  in  their 
fearchingfor  Metals,  they  come  nigh  unto,  they  feel 
too  much  heat,  that  they  are  evenagainfl:  their  wills 
compelled  to  defifl:.  But  this  heat,  although  indeed 
in  the  aft  ion  of  the  growing.  Minerals  doth  ufually 
excite  and  make  great  enough  j  yet  for  the  greateft 
part  it  derives  its  Original  from  the  central  fire,  and 
this  central  from  the  Starrs.  But  after  what  manner 
and  reafon  the  ftarrs  beget  the  central  fire,  and  this 
generates  the  Minerals  and  Metals,  I  will  demonftrate 
to  the  unknowing  as  briefly  as  I  can. 

Thus  therefore  Hands  the  cafe ;  We  read  in  Mofes,^ 
in  the  firft  of  Genefis,^  that  God,  when  he  made  the 
World  out  of  the  confufed  did  give  the  E- 

lements  their  original  firft,  and  alligned  to  Earth  its 
proper  place,  and  injoyned  on  earth  its  Office  to  be 
done  •,  but  by  what  means  they  are  preferved  by 
the  interceding  perpetual  Circulation,  natural  Phi- 
lofophy  doth  demonftrate.  It  will  not  therefore  be 
to  our  purpofe  to  treat  prolixly  of  them,  but  on¬ 
ly  of  the  rife  and  nativity  of  metals,  will  I  com- 
pendioufly  fpeak  as  far  as  I  know  of  them,  viz,,  in 
what  manner  the  metallick  kind  draws  its  original 
from  them,  together  with  its  encreafe  and  augmen¬ 
tation,  and  how  having  arrived  to  the  top  of  their 
perfeftion,  they  come  to  their  end- 

I  have  a  little  before  demonftrated,  that  the  fu* 
periour  element  of  fire,  as  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  the 
other  Starrs,  fend  down  their  invifible  vertues  and 
fiery  beams  into  the  earths  center,  where  they  are 
congregated,  and  caufe  huge  heat,  and  being  not 
permitted  there  to  reft,  leap  back  again,  and  are  feat- 
tered  throughout  the  univerfal  Globe,  and  impreg¬ 
nate  it  with  various  and  wonderful  Crefcentials,which 
are  called  Minerals  by  the  Philofophers ,  cherifhing 
and  perfefting  them  in  various  forms-  The  reafon 
and  manner  of  which  thing  I  will  here  in  a  few 
words  unfold. 

Every  fpiritual  thing,  come  it  from  whatfoever 
body  it  will,  is  invifible  and  impalpable,  nor  can  any 
thing  be  made  of  it  alone,  but  it’s  forced  to  remain 
a  fpirit,  until  it  meets  with  a  fubjeft  whereto  it 
may  adhere,  be  united,  and  by  the  benefit  thereof 
be  turned  into  a  Corporeal  Nature,  and  pure,  an- 
fwerable  to  the  purity  of  the  fubjeft  and  fpirit,  the 
fpirit  is  in  the  room  of  feed  *,  but  the  fubjeft  an- 
fwers  to  the  earth  oi'-  matrix  in  which  the  fpirit  is 
concofted,  into  a  fenfible  body  fuitable  to  its  own 
nature.  But’tisto  be  known,  that  the  manner  of 
Metallick  conception  and  generation,  is  far  different 
from  that  of  the  Vegetable  and  Animals :  For  in  moft 
Vegetables  that  have  arrived  to  their  perfeftion,  na¬ 
ture  works  out  a  feed  for  a  farther  propagation  and 
encreafe,  being  the  moft  excellent  part  of  the  herb, 
which  at  the  Springs  Entrance  being  committed  to 
convenient  earth,  produceth  a  new  plant  in  all  points 
like  unto  the  former,  from  whence  it  fprang,  by 
which  doing  new  feeds  of  the  fame  plant,  are  always 
conferved.  Although  indeed  fome  plants  are  not 
propagated  by  the  feed ,  but  by  the  root.  *  ^ 

are  very  few,  and  in  fuch,  the  root  it  felf  ferves  in- 
ftead  of  feed.  And  that  in  fome  places  plants  grow 
out  of  the  earth  ,  without  the  affiftance  of  either 
feed  or  root,  its  done  by  the  help  of  the  Elements^ 
in  whom  the  fame  force  of  impregnating  the  void 
earth  and  produftion  of  Plants ,  is  at  this  Inftant, 
as  was  at  firft ,  when  they  generated  and  brought 
them  forth  in  the  beginning  of  the  World-  In  like 
manner  is  there  a  twofold  produftion  ot  Animals, 
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the  one  done  by  a  proper  rperni)  by^  which  they  are 
propagated»  the  other  is  a  produdtion  of  fome  lit¬ 
tle  Animals,  upon  the  world’s  ftage ,  even  without 
Sperm,  by  putrefadion  only,  and  the  mutual  aftion 

and  paflion  of  the  Elements.  ^  , 

Thefe  two  waies  have  footing  alfo  in  Minerals, 
the  one  is  the  Univerfal  impregnation  made  by  the 
Starrs  in  the  beginning  of  the  world ,  the  other  is 
Daily.  And  even  as  the  firft  generation  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles  and  Animals  is  to  be  accounted  far  more  excel¬ 
lent  than  that  which  is  accidental  and  quotidian,  fo 
is  it  with  Minerals  likewife.  As  fome  Vegetables  ar¬ 
rive  to  their  perfedion,  and  perilh  fooner  than  other 
fome,  fo  do  metals  and  minerals  alfo  ^  and  by  how 
much  the  fooner  and  quicker  growth  they  have  ,  by 
fo  much  the  fooner  do  they  perilh  •,  and  fo  on  the 
contrary.  And  as  a  rational  and  movable  Animal  is 
a  thoufand  times  in  his  nobility  and  fixity  beyond  a 
Vegetable,  fo  alfo  doth  a  Mineral,  by  reafon  of  his 
fixity,  far  tranfeend  any  Animal ;  which  wants  an  im¬ 
mortal  foul. 

Now  when  the  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals, 
fatally  terminating  their  period,  are  corrupted ,  and 
return  into  a  nothing,  each  Element  takes  to  it  felf 
what  is  its  own.  The  Starrs,  the  Spirit,  the  Earth, 
keeps  the  body  which  it  formerly  gave,  and  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  thing  do  each  return  unto  their  Foun¬ 
tains  from  whence  they  at  firft  did  flow. 

And  in  this  manner  is  there  perpetual  Death 
and  Regeneration  of  things ,  by  the  teftimony  of 
Experience. 

There  are  many  ways  by  which  Metals  are  brought 
to  light,  by  huge  Fires:  if  by  Accident  and 
Carelefnefs  of  Shepherds,  a  Wood  catchethfire,  the 
Earth  by  reafon  of  the  intollerable  heat  Gapes,  and 
the  molten  Metal  flows  forth  and  is  detefted ;  lome- 
times  alfo  vehement  Earthquakes  difeover  them. 

Befides,  the  Veins  of  Metals  arQ  found  out  when 
deep  Wells  and  Pits  are  digged,or  by  the  Plowing  in 
the  Fields,  they  are  fometimes  dig’d  up,  and  their 
Veins  difeover ed :  ftrong  Rivers  wafhing  away  the 
Earth  and  Sand,  do  fometimes  open  their  Veins*,  the 
Fruits  of  which  being  found  in  the  Banks,  give  caufe 
of  fearching  after  them. 

They  are  alfo  difeovered  by  means  of  an  Animal, 
even  an  Horfe,  by  pawing  with  his  foot,  beating  away 
the  Earth  uncovers,  the  Vein,which  happen’d  at  Gojla- 
ria  in  Ramdsbug  ^  even  Hogs  fearching  after  Acorns, 
have  diged  up  Mine-pits ;  or  a  pure  Metal  lifts  up  it 
felf  into  the  Aire  in  the  likenefs  of  a  Reed,  by  which 
means  the  exceeding  rich  Mines  of  Silver  at  Kmten. 
berg  in  Bohemia^  was  by  a  Monk  manifefted  to  the 
World,  who  walking  in  the  Wood  gathered  a  Silver 
Reed  growing  out  of  the  Earth,  and  put  it  in  his 
Cowle,  and  declared  the  thing  in  the  Convent. 

Sometimes  alfo  moft  vehement  ftorms  pulling  up 
very  great  Trees  by  the  roots  do  open  veins.  Moft 
frequently  a  Corrufeation  gives  undoubted  teftimo¬ 
ny  of  Veins,  which  being  enkindled  by  the  warm 
air,  runs  a  long  fome  fpace,  in  the  likenefs  of  a 
blew  flame  *,  nor  is  the  finding  out  of  the  procefs  of 
Veins  (not  lying  over-deep  buried)  very  difficult  if 
you  rightly  conlider,  for  they  continually  breath  forth 
a  warm  Sulphureous  vapour,  upon  which,  not  only 
the  Grafs  growing  is  thiner  than  is  elfwhere :  wont  to 
be,  but  even  the  Trees  that  grow  upon  them  are 
dwarf-like,  have  paler  and  thiner  Leaves  than  other 
Trees  elfewhere  planted  have. 

Likewife  where  the  Dew,  Hoar-Froft,  fooner  melts 
and  vaniflieth,  ’cis  a  teftimony  that  a  Metal  is  there¬ 


under  ;  the  caufe  of  which  melting,  is  the  warm  va¬ 
pours  afeending  from  the  Veins^ 

But  that  teftimony  which  the  moft  imploy  thera- 
felves  imin  feeking  by  anHazel  rod( which  my  felf  have 
many  times  experienced)  is  fallacious  and  uncertain. 

This  is  the  Work  of  the  Art,  if  any  one  conjoyn- 
ing  Metals  in  the  Fire  under  a  certain  conftellation, 
melt  them  into  an  elecflrura  and  make  of  them  a  lit¬ 
tle  Ball,  perfortated  in  the  middle,  wherein  a  wand 
of  hazeloforie  years  growth  wanting  little  boughs,  is 
to  be  implanted,  which  carry  ftreight  out  before  thee 
where  thou  conjedlureft  Metals  to  be,  when  the  little 
Ball,  bows  the  Rod  &  bends  towards  the  ground  it  is 
without  doubt  that  thereunder  are  metals,  &  that  the 
labour  undertaken  about  them  will  not  be  in  vain. 

This  teftimony  proceeding  from  the  Natural  and 
infallible  foundation  of  Philofophie,  is  defervedly  to 
be  preferred  before  all  other  Arts  concerning  the 
finding  out  of  Metals. 

Nor  mayeft  thou  wonder  thereat,  for  we  are  un¬ 
acquainted  with  moft  things ;  who  is  it  that  can  cer¬ 
tainly  unfold  why  the  Magnet  atrads  Iron,  and  heat¬ 
ed  Amber  attrads  Straw,  Grafs,  Thread  and  other 
V egetables  ?  the  whole  Earth  is  full  of  unfearchable 
Wonders  and  Secrets  of  G  O  D  which  are  to  be 
diligently  obferved  by  us. 

Now  as  to  the  caufes,  why  fo  many  kinds  of  Me¬ 
tals  are  generated  fo  unlike  amongft  themfelves ; 
fome  think  one  thing,  and  fome  another;  many 
will  that  the  Seven  Metals  onely  have  their  produd 
from  the  Seven  Planets,  zjtz..  Lead  from  Tin 

from  Iron  from  ^ .  Gold  from  the  Sm^  Cop¬ 

per  from  5 .  Quick-filver  from  5 .  and  Silver  from 
the  Moon  \  but  I  am  not  of  that  Opinion  ;  for  how 
can  the  Sun,  j ,  or  any  other  Planet  feek  out  to  it 
felf  in  the  profundity  of  the  Earth,  a  peculiar  place 
where  to  fow  its  Seedi  and  procreate  a  Metal  con¬ 
formable  to  it  felf ;  whereas  we  fee  that  no  Metal 
is  digg’d  out  of  the  earth,  alone,  but  alwayes  mixt 
with  others;  for  thou  lhalt  never  find  Lead  but 
there  is  filver  in  it,  more  or  lefs ;  no  Tin  is  dig’d 
or  walked  out  but  it  hath  Gold  and  Silver ;  all  Cop¬ 
per  and  contains  Silver,  and  fometimes  muth  © 
which  is  neither  conceived  of,  or  believed  by  the 
Metallurgifts,  nor  is  ever  Gold  found  without  Sil¬ 
ver  or  Copper,  and  >  is  very  feldom  void  of  ®  or 
other  Metals ;  but  if  each  Planet  ftiouid  generate 
its  own  Metal ,  how  comes  it  that  another  is  ad- 
joyned  to  it  ?  I  fpeak  of  thofe  Metals  only,  which 
are  either  folely  contained  in  their  own  Veins,  or  elfe 
are  found  and  walht  out  in  grains  in  the  Earth  or 
Sand,  either  pure  or  mixt  with  ftones. 

I  exclude  thofe  which  are  (two  or  three  mixt 
with  each  other)  each  in  his  own  proper  Vein,  and 
are  a  burden  or  impediment,  to  one  another,  as 
Metallifts  fpeak,  and  are  often  carried  along  a  great 
while  together,  and  not  feldome  do  come  together 
making  one  V ein,  and  are  by  and  by  feparated  and 
difperfed  into  various  little  Veins  ;  and  now,  if  each 
Planet  Ihould  create  his  own  proper  Metals  verily  he 
would  alfo  chufe  his  own  place ,  and  would  not 
fuffer  anotherto  polfefs  his  proper  neft,  and  difturb 
his  operation. 

But  let  us  allow  to  each  his  proper  Metal,  and 
then  what  Starr  Ihould  we  afligne  to  Bifmuth  Co¬ 
bolt,  5  and  Zink  for  their  Generator,  they  being  un- 
defervedly  excluded  from  the  Metalline  Company , 
wherewith  they  are  nearer  affined  then  5,  being  fu- 
fible  with  other  Metals,  and  brought  to  ufe  by  the 
Artificers  band,  which  with  5  Cannot  be  done  in- 
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deed  fome  are  to  be  found  alone,  in  Veins,  as  Lead 
and  Silver,  but  ©  being  any  where  found  and  clean- 
fed  from  every  Mineral,  and  walhed  out  of  the  Sand, 
yet  never  wants  Silver  and  Copper  Tin  and  iron  are 
alfo  gotten  out  of  the  Sand,  and  Earth  in  fmall  pieces, 
never  fimple,  but  mixt  with  Hone  ^  thefe  grains  or 
pieces  yield  the  moll  Excellent  Tin,  (Called  by  the 
Germans  and  for  the  inoft:  part  contains 

more  Gold  than  that  which  is  digged  out  of  the 
pit,  Becaufe  while  thofe  litle  granulated  ftones  are 
wafhed  out  ( o?  ^intranpm)  many  granula- 
,  ted  ones  containing  much  Gold,  commix  themfelves 
therewith,  and  are  excocted  and  melted  together  with 
the  Tin  •,  in  like  manner  the  little  grains  of  Iron 
■yield  the  mofl:  Excellent  Iron.  The  Miners  find  5 
either  runing  or  inclofed  in  a  Red  Hone  but  to  be 
excodted  and  vivified  by  Art  i  fometimes  alfo  Copper 
is  found  in  very  little  ftones  (Eecauplcin)  like  the 
Angulated  Piris  Stones  ;  otherwife  all  Metals  grow 
in  their  own  Mines  or  Veins  of  the  Mountains,  out 
from  whence  being  gotten  with  greateft  labour  and 
coll,  together  with  hazzard  of  life,  are  purged  from 
the  Mine,  by  beating,  wafhing,  and  melting  but  how 
each  are  to  be  known,  exploded,  digged,  beaten, 
walhed,  melted,  and  feparated  from  heterogeneous 
things,  is  copioully  demonflrated  by  the  molt  Fa¬ 
mous  and  Antient  iAziz\\\\^s^George  Jgr kola  and  La- 
z,arHs  Erker. 

I  do  therefore  conclude  that  Metalsjand  Semime¬ 
tals  or  Minerals,  have  their  birth  from  one  common 
Seed,  but  are  by  accident  fevered  into  various  forms 
and  lhapes. 

!  For  the  Vertues  of  the  Stars  being  jointly  carri¬ 
ed  into  the  Centre  of  the  Earth,  do  not  remain  a- 
lone,  but  being  mixt  each  with  the  other,  goe  back 
into  the  Caverns  of  the  Mountains,  Peeking  a  place 
i  of  Reft,  where  they  may  make  themfelves  a  Body  ; 
which  if  it  be  pure,  makes  alfo  a  pure  Meta],  if 
impure,  an  unpure  Metal  j  and  fuch  place  is  moft 
!  like  unto  a  Matrix,  conceiving  Seed  from  the  Male, 
which  if  it  forms  into  a  body,  cherilheth,  and  be¬ 
ing  excoded  to  maturity ,  perfeds  it.  Now  the 
Aftral  Spirits  fupply  the  room  of  man-like  fperm, 
which  being  received  into  the  moift  Earth,  in  Ca¬ 
verns,  as  in  a  Matrix,  is  nourilhed,  and  falhioned 
into  diverfe  metallick  Forms,  and  palpable  Bodies, 
according  to  the  purity  of  the  place. 

Hence  alfo  ’tis  evident.  That  various  kinds  of 
Metals  are  generated  out  of  one  Seed  accidentally, 
becaufe  the  Metals,  whilft  in  being,  do  grow  riper 
by  little  and  little,  and  are  more  and  more  melio¬ 
rated,  and  daily  experience  doth  demonftrate,  that 
they  are  nobilitated,  not  only  under  the  Earth,  but 
even  above  it.  Hence  ’tis ,  that  the  Miners  dig- 
ing  out  an  immature  Mineral,  as  Cobal- 

tnm^  or  examining  it,  as  they  do  filver,  and 
finding  nothing  ,  fay,  that  they  came  fooner  there 
than  they  ought,  which  Minerals  being  cxpofed  to 
,  the  Aire,  and  then  exploded,  and  tryed  after 
fome  yean,  are  found  to  contain  much  filver. 

On  this  account  I  affirm.  That  if  the  common 
Seed  of  Metals,  had  alwaies  a  clean ,  and  fitting 
Matrix ,  and  no  accidental  impediments  interve¬ 
ned,  nothing  elfe  but  Gold  (the  highell:  perfedion 
of  metals  )  would  be  generated  ;  and  that  this  is 
Natures  intention,  alwaies  to  bring  to  perfedion, 

1  what  fhe  hath  begun :  but  Gold  only  attains  this 
j  flate,  all  the  reft  remaining  iraperfed^  but  it  fhall 
be  clearly  demonftrated  in  the  Third  Part  enfuing, 

I  that  by  genuine  ^Ichumy ,  even  they  may  be  ad¬ 


vanced  to  the  fame  degree,  which  if  it  could  not 
be  demonflrated  ,  that  iraperfed  Metals  might  by 
Art,  be  brought  unto  perfedion,  and  by  Induflry, 
and  the  Fire;  it  might  be  very  probable  and  cre= 
dible,  that  each  Metal  had  his  own  appropriated 
Seed  and  Planet. 

But  now  ,  if  common  lead  polTeffing  but  little 
filver,  by  the  ufual  trying  of  the  Cupel,  may,  by 
the  benefit  of  maturating  Salts ,  be  fo  far  perfec¬ 
ted  by  a  fhort  digeflion,  as  to  yield  much  filver  i 
and  by  a  longer  digellion  or  fixation  ,  to  yield, 
even  Gold  it  felf,  which  it  had  not  in  it  before 
'iConf,  Part  3^.3  *tis  evidently  perceptible,  that 
’twas  not  Nature’s  intent,  that  Saturn  fhould  fo 
remain  in  his  Saturnine  Eftate,  but  that  he  Ihould 
be  made  -Silver  and  Gold. 

The  other  imperfed  bodies  may  alfo  be  matura^ 
ted  by  digeflion ,  that  they  fhall  yield  forth  fixt 
Gold  and  Silver. 

In  like  manner  the  fpurious  Metals  or  Minerals, 
as  5  Cobolt-,  Zincky  Bifmuth^  and  others  of  that 
kind  may  be  fo  fixed,  as  to  be  behind  them  ,  in 
the  Cupel,  good  Gold  and  Silver,  which  is  molt 
plainly  done  in  the  Third  Part. 

Thus  thou  feefl.  That  ’tis  not  Natures  Fault, 
that  there  is  fo  many  imperfed  Metals  i  but  ’tis 
to  be  imputed  to  external  Impediments  *,  for  if 
that  Gold  lay  not  hid  in  the  Potentia  in  the  im¬ 
perfed  Metals,  by  what  Art  could  it  be  reduced 
into  adion  ? 

Art  cannot  create  either  Gold  or  -Silver,  but 
Nature  can ,  and  yet  doth  not  alwaies  accomplifh 
it  upon  the  Earth  without  the  induflry  of  Art : 
When  a  Gardner  fuflers  the  feed  and  root  of  the 
Plant  to  wither,  nor  commits  it  to  the  Earth,  that 
it  might  be  perfeded  ;  ’tis  not  the  fault  of  the 
feed,  but  the  Gardner,  who  fuffers  it,  that  it  comes 
thus  to  perifh.  Nature  doth  very  often  wannhelp,  \ 
as  appears  in  the  fruits  of  Animals,  and  Vegeta¬ 
bles  ;  and  why  may  not  help  be  neceflary  and  pro¬ 
fitable  in  metalline  produds,  where,  by  the  Artifi¬ 
cers  ingenuity,  they  may  be  holpen-  ’Tis  evident 
then,  that  Nature  aims,  as  well  to  make  Gold  out 
of  Minerals ,  and  bafer  Metals,  as  to  make  a  Man 
of  an  Infant;  or  a  Tree  of  a  Nut:  and  if  it  be 
otherwife ,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed  unto  her,  but 
to  external  Accidents. 

Now  I  fuppofe  that  I  have  fufficiently  proved  by 
thefe  things ,  that  all  Metals  proceed  out  of  one 
feed  and  root ;  and  may  be  reduced  thereinto,  and 
alfo,  that  Minerals  may  be  compared  unto  the  firft 
buding  of  Vegetables,  imperfed  Metals  to  Semi¬ 
adult  ,  or  half  ripe  Plants ;  but  Gold  to  perfed 
feed  or  fruit,  brought  by  Nature  unto  its  end  or 
bound- 

But  this  is  to  be  underflood  of  the  llniverfal 
Birth,  and  Generation  of  Metals ;  which  for  the 
greater  part,  drawing  their  Original  in  the  profum 
dity  of  the  Earth  out  of  the  Central  feed,  do  grow 
in  Caverns  and  Veins;  and  increafe  together  into 
various  forms,  and  are  from  thefe  digged  out  with 
great  colls,  hazards,  and  labour. 

Now  there’s  another  Generation  aduated  in  a 
plainly-diverfe  manner,  without  the  Central  com¬ 
mon,  and  propagated  feed,  done  upon  the  Earths 
fuperficies,  by  the  Operation  of  the  Stars  above*, 
yet  ’tis  the  leall  part  of  Metals  ,  that  are  thus 
generated.  It  hath  been  faid,  that  there  is  a  two¬ 
fold  manner  of  Generation,  nature  makes  ufe 
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I  well  know?  that  there  are  many  Opinions  of 
thofe  metals,  which  are  not  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth ;  but  are  found  above  either  in  the  earth,  or 
fand  in  little  grains?  but  they  are  for  the  moll  part 
Erroneous.  Molt  men  do  think  that  gold  which  is 
found  on  the  banks  of  Rivers  and  there  waOied  out,, 
was  not  generated  in  that  place,  but  were  broken  off 
from  fome  veins  of  gold  by  the  ftrength  of  waters? 
falls,  or  floods,  and  brought  thither  out  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  which  indeed  may  be  true,  for  fomtimes  tor¬ 
rents  do  hurry  alongft  them  little  Ihining  golden 
grains  which  are  afterwards  taken  up  on  the  hairy 
backs  of  the  beafts,  but  that  all  gold  found  in  Rivers, 
and  ftreams,  is  by  the  help  of  currents  waflit  out  of 
the  mountains,  feems  unlikely?  but  was  rather  ge¬ 
nerated  there ;  for  fometimes  gold  is  gathered  by  a 
river  from  whence  the  fountains  are  exceedingly 
remote  and  diftant,  which  fliould  bring  it  thi¬ 
ther. 

Likewife  in  open  Mountains,  never  feen  by  any 
fountains,  is  gold  gathered  out  of  the  earth  or  fand, 
of  which  kind  is  almoft  all  the  gold,  which  the  Hol¬ 
landers  buy  of  the  Indians  of  the  value  of  an  hun* 
dred  or  thoufand  tnarkes?  which  is  not  gotten  out 
of  the  fountains  or  rivers,  but  for  the  greatell  part 
out  of  the*  fand  in  open  places?  Elevated  from  the 
waters. 

Such  fublime  and  dry  places  have  been  in  Germa¬ 
ny,  alfo  where  the  auriferous  earth  was  carryed 
down  to  the  rivers,  and  feparated  from  the  gold, 
and  even  to  this  day  where  little  grains  of  Zwitter  or 
Tin  are  wafliedout,  are  grains  of  gold  alfo  found, 
not  in  low  deep  places,  but  fcattered  about  the 
mountains  and  are  ufually  melted  with  the  Tin, 
whence  tis  that  fuch  Tin  is  generally  wont  to  a- 
bound  with  gold,  which  thing  I  have  frequently 
found  experimentally. 

The  caufe  why  gold  is  oftner  found  near  rivers 
and  ftreauTS  is  this,  becaufe  that  being  carryed  on 
with  force  they  walh  away  the  fand,  being  lighter  and 
leave  behind  them,  the  more  heavy  grains  of  gold, 
from  which  the  remaining  fand  is  waflied  away  with 
lefs  ado ;  but  now  the  Rhenifli  gold,  fuch  as  here  is  in 
Germany,  and  the  like?is  not  pure,  but  mingled  with 
filver  and  copper  ;  nor  is  it  always  alone,  or  fine, 

_ _  ^  metal,  but  in  the  form  of  an  heavy  and  ful- 

burevenTiv^heVirTn  thick  Clouds,  do“theyaa  I  phureous' powder,  whofe  combuftible  fulphur  being 


of  in  Animals  and  Vegetables,  and  fo  its  in  Metals- 

The  Firft  is  molt  frequent  and  notable,  the  o- 
ther  is  rare  and  infenlible  :  The  one  is  done  in 
Plants ,  by  the  preparation  of  the  feed  or  root ; 
the  other  ftrongly  perfeded  by  the  influence  of  the 
Stars,  and  the  Elements  efScacy  and  power :  for 
Example,  If  Rainwater,  being  received  into  fome 
Veflel  exhales  in  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  or  of  the 
Aire,  an  Earth  remains,  which  by  an  innate  pow¬ 
er  produceth  various  little  Plants,  little  Animals, 
fmall  Worms  and  Flies,  without  the  accefs  of  feed. 

The  fame  happens  in  Metals,  when  the  Sun,  or 
any  other  Star  operates  upon  the  moifl:  Earth  ; 
the  altral  Vertues  are  congregated,  and  being  made 
corporeal,  do  exhibit  diverfe  Minerals  and  Metals, 
according  to  the  purity  of  the  Matrix,  or  moifl; 
Earth  ;  where  the  Water  is  inftead  of  the  Matrix, 
and  the  Stars  inftead  of  the  Father,  or  Seed  :  like- 
wife  it  is  not  poflible  for  Metals  to  be  generated 
in  the  Centre,  where  all  things  are  dry?  but  far 
off  from  that  place?  where  the  Waters  moiftenthe 
Earth,  and  with  which  the  Central  Spirits  can  join 
thenifelves,  and  pafs  into  Bodies  and  Metals. 

For  a  dry  fpirit  cannot  coagulate  himfelf  into  a  bo¬ 
dy  by  reafon  of  his  drynefs,  but  wants  a  fit  fubjedl? 
from  whence  to  take  its  body,  which  is  Water ;  as 
foon  as  ever  the  fulphureous  fpirit  is  raixt  wil^ 
the  water,  it  is  no  more  common  water ,  but  the 
rudiment  and  beginning  of  a  metallick  generation  cal¬ 
led  2  by  the  Philofophers,  not  the  vulgar  being  alrea¬ 
dy  made  metalline,  but  a  vifeous  water,  which  the 
metallurgifts  call  Gur  or  a  fermenting  fpume,  which 
if  contained  in  a  convenient  place,  and  Cheriflied  with 
the  due  Central  heat,  and  an  humidity?  is  in  length 
of  time  maturated  into  a  metal. 

The  Conceptiou  therefore,  and  generation  ot  me¬ 
tals  is  not  only  in  the  profundity  of  the  earth  by  the 
mediation  of  the  central  fpirits  carryed  upwards, 
but  alfo  in  the  fuperfices  by  the  ftars  calling  their 
invifible  beams  into  a  fubtle,  and  fat  earth  where 
they  are  held,  and  become  Corporeal. ^  _ 

For  the  fidereal  fire  never  ceafeth  to  infufe  its  vir¬ 
tues  into  the  earth,  and  to  Impregnate  it  with  vari- 
ops  products  of  vegetables?  animals,and  minerals,  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  meets  with  a  matrix, nor  is  this  done  only 
in  the'earth  as  being  moft  fit  for  metallick  generati¬ 


the  fame  thing.  .  -  , 

Truly  we  frequently  fee  that  not  only  little  Ani¬ 
mals,  as  Palmer-worms, Caterpillars, Frogs  &  other  in¬ 
fers  are  there  conceived  and  thence  excloded,  and  de- 
feend  mixt  with  the  rain,  but  tis  alfo  evident  by  Cre¬ 
dible  Teftimonys,  thatftonesof  an  hundred  weight, 
alfo  MalTes  of  Iron  in  the  form  ,  of  fmall  Conglome¬ 
rated  drops,  exceedingly  malleable  have  fallen  down 
from  the  air?  and  alfo  various  Comets  and  other  Ig¬ 
neous  fubftances  being  gathered  together  in  the  air : 
are  kindled  ^  their  matter  being  taken  away  they  dy, 
and  falling  down  upon  the  earth  like  a  fume  of  Arf- 
nick  they  infed  it  with  their  brats?  whence  an  har- 
veft  of  many  deadly  difeafes  doth  moft  plentifully 
bud  forth.  Nay  even  thunder  and  lightning  it  felf 
is  nothing  elfe,  but  a  fubtle  nitre  enkindled,  and 
with  the  Crack  falling  ftones  are  procreated  in  the 
air  thence  it  appears,  that  not  only  the  central  fire 
doth  ingravidate  the  Intrals  of  the  earth  :  but  alfo 
the  Aftral  five  feeks  a  place  of  creating  metals  in  the 
fuperficies  or  in  the  air  it  felf?  but  no  where  more 
apt  then  in  the  veins  and  dens  of  the  earth. 


burnt  and  removed  by  fufion,  it  acquires  a  golden 
colour  tendernefs,  dudibility  and  purity. 

But  that  which  is  brought  from  India?  is,  as  to 
appearance  gold,  and  is  fome  greater,  fome  Imaller 
graines,  and  not  as  that  with  us  is,  yet  not  fine?  but 
fome  is  found  better  than  other  fome- 

I  fometime  faw  a  dutch  Merchant  having  a  lump 
of  this  kind  of  gold  well  nigh  fine  or  of  Twenty  four 
Garrads  weighing  fome  Lotons,  but  generally  they 
are  of  the  bignefs  of  a  midling  fand.  But  that 
which  is  waflit  out  in  Hungaria,  and  Tranfilvania  is 
efteemed  the  fineft  of  all,  which  I  have  found  equi¬ 
valent  to  duckets. 

Now  I  fuppofe  that  I  have  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrated?  that  all  gold  is  not  generated  by  the  central 
fire  in  the  belly  of  the  earth,  but  alfo  in  the  fuperfices 
thereof,  by  the  vertue  of  the  fuperiour  ftars,  and  not 
only  gold,  but  other  metals  and  minerals?  efpecial- 
ly  ^  and  2  are  in  like  manner  generated?  and  molt 
frequently,  which  is  plentifully  found  every  where 
in  round  or  angulated  little  ftones,  for  the  moft  part 
ofa  golden  Nature,  and  though  commonly  negled- 
ed  yet  deferve  well  to  be  obl’erved. 

Such 
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Such  alfo  arethofe  flints  which  are  within  of  a  red- 
difli  colour  conteining  a  golden  iron,  for  there  is  a 
great  familiarity  and  friendfhip  between  ^  and  @, 
where  under  lys  hid,  a  great  fecret  and  in  the  third 
part  fhall  be  explained  more  at  large- 

Now  for  a  further  convidion  of  fuch  as  are  incre¬ 
dulous,  the  metals  are  generated  upwards  or  here  a- 
bove  in  a  moifl:  earth  without  the  central  feed,  this 
example  is  conducible  in  marfliy  parts?  and  plages 
that  are  always  moifl:?  the  Superiour  Stars  have  a  fit 
Subjed  to  generate  Metals  in,  witnefs  Holland,,  where 
they  yearly  dig  a  peculiar  turf  or  earth,  which  they 
burn  inftead  of  wood?  which  contains,  be  fides  fnlphur, 
Arfnick,  ^  and  2  yet,  all,  is  not  thus,  but  only  that 
which  is  dig’d  out  of  the  molt  deep  places?  and  is 
called  bncttrt,  the  reft  called  bent  feldom  contains 
any  thing  ocher  thing  than,fulphur  &  a  little  Arfnick, 
whereas  the  other  hath  very  much,fulphur  and  Arfnick 
being  an  unwholefome  fire  to  fuch  as  are  not  there 
unto  accuftomed,  which  although  it  be  in  depth 
Twenty  Thirty  or  Forty  feet,  yet  do  they  fcarce 
extrad  or  dig  out  five  or  fix?  or  at  the  utmoft  ten 
foot,  becaufe  in  fome  depth  it  wants  fulphur  alto¬ 
gether,  and  is  unfit  for  the  fire. 

Now  then  fuch  as  try  for  bituminous  Turf,  or  fuch 
as  fearch  for  the  depth  of  a  Marfli,  or  fe'ek  after  a 
fandy  bottom,  drawing  forth  the  earth  with  long 
borryers  or  Caugers)  do  find  that  by  how  much 
the  deeper  they  go,  fo  much  the  lefs,  fulphur  they 
find,  and  at  the  bottom  none  at  all. 

Whence  tis  evident  that  fulphur  Arfnick, or  that  Mi¬ 
neral  that  lys  hid  in  the  earth  received  his  Origi¬ 
nal  from  above,  and  not  from  beneath.  But  the 
nioft  Metals  are  produced  in  the  earths  bowels?  and 
the  feweft  nigh  the  Circumference,  whofe  feed  is 
found  more  powerful  in  the  deep?  than  in  the  Cir¬ 
cumference  ;  for  the  fidereal  virtues  do  conftantly 
baften  to  the  centre?  and  not  finding  further  paflage 
fight  together?  and  ftrive  each  againft  the  other,  and 
caufe  a  huge  heat,  by  the  repercuflion  whereof  the 
whole  globe  grows  warm,  and  is  gravidated.  with  all 
kinds  of  Minerals. 

Thus  then  are  all  Minerals,  and  Metals  procrea¬ 
ted?  as  well  in  the  deep  as  in  the  Circumference,  out 
of  a  moft  fubtle  Aftral  feed,  with  a  futable  moifture 
wherein  it  frameth  a  body  to  it  felf,  nor  let  any 
wonder  that  Metals  are  generated  of  an  infenfible? 
and  moft  fubtle  warm  vapour,  if  joyned  with  humi¬ 
dity,  they  fall  not  down  from  heaven  asa  ftone  from 
an  houfe,  but  defeend  fpiritual,  and  getting  a  fit¬ 
ting  place  in  the  earth  do  (by  the  waters  mediati¬ 
on;  put  on  a  body,  and  get  their  weightinefs  from  the 
earth,  even  as  the  feeds  of  vegetables  and  Animals, 
which  (as  is  moft  evident)  give  only  the  form,increafe 
and  life?  but  fupplys  not  the  place  of  the  body  it 
felf. 

But  moft  falfe  is  the  foundation  of  fuch  as  imagine, 
that  Metals  have  there  Original  from  common  run¬ 
ning,  5  and  burning  fulphur  (each  being  a  femi-mettal) 
tis  indeed  certain  that  metals  are  born  of  5  &fulphur 
but  not  the  common,  but  fuch  aforementioned,  'viz.. 
Aftral,  a  fulphureous  warm,  dry,  and  fpiritual  foul, 
and  terreftrial  vifeous  water,  from  whofe  mutual 
conjuneflion  (as  of  Male  and  Female  Seed )  all  Metals 
are  born. 

That  Erroneous  Opinion  bath  been  the  caufe  of 
many  labours  on,  5  and  they  are  not  a  few,  who 
have  wafted  all  they  had  by  this,  their  philofophy. 
And  how  many  have  attempted  to  fix  common,  5  ei¬ 
ther  with  or  without  Gold  or  Silver,  and  do  at  this 


day  attempt  the  like,  with  hopes  of  turning  it  into 
Gold  or  Silver,  but  all  in  vain?  my  felf  have  to  my 
lofs  tryed  it?  and  how  far  I  have  come,  the  third 
part  fhall  declare. 

In  like  fort  as  great  a  number  have  attempted  to 
extract  tuning,  5  out  of  Metals,  intending  to  fix  it 
fas  the  firft  of  Metals)  into  Gold  or  Silver,  but  all 
in  vain,  for  as  the  beginning  was  foolifh,  fo  the  end 
terminates  in  lofs ;  and  fuch  have  chiefly  with  much 
trouble  fought  after  the  5  of  h  or  Antimony  being 
perhaps  feduced  by  the  fayings  of  the  Philofophers, 
who  affirm  that  h  the  father  of  all  Metals  reduced  in¬ 
to  5  may  be  eafily  Changed  into  Gold?  but  this  is  not 
that  running  2  but  a  vifeous  water?  that  may  be  hand^ 
led  like  the  firft  being  of  Metals,  according  as  the  Ar¬ 
tificer  willeth,  and  may  be  changed  into  any  form. 

I  cannot  tell  what  madnefs  pofTefleth  men  that  aim 
to  reduce  Tj  or  5  into  running  2  in  hopes  of  a  moreea- 
fy  fixing  it?  whereas  neither  of  both  ever  was  run¬ 
ning  5  and  in  my  opinion  will  never  be,  but  grant 
it  may  be  made  5  to  what  will  it  be  more  profitable 
then  h  it  felf,it  being  hereby  made  more  volatile,  and 
not  more  fixt,  but  fay  they  2  is  a  purer  fubftance  then 
Tj  and  will  therefore  the  more  freely  be  amalgama¬ 
ted  and  fixed  with  the  Sun  and  )  no,  by  no  means. 
Well !  I  will  grant  that  2  may  be  made  of  h  or  5  which 
yet  1  can  hardly  believe,  what  will  it  profit  thee? 
Nothing  at  all ;  but  now  I  readily  believe,  and  have 
experienced  that  "b  and  5  being  after  a  Philofophi- 
cal  manner  reduced  into  2  that  is,  into  a  vifeous  wa* 
ter,  is  moft  eafily  joyned  with  the  ©  and  and  is 
to  be  fixed  even  without  them,  but  twas  never  feem 
that,  the  putatitious  2  of  T?  did  ever  accompli (h  any 
praife  worthy  thing  in  the  Meliorations  of  Metals. 
Tgrant  that  running  2  may  eafily  be  made  out  of 
any  Metal  by  the  addition  of  vulgar  5  and  I  have 
tryed  it,  but  what  profit  comes  therefrom  3  en¬ 
quire  of  thofe  that  have  to  their  lofspradifed  there¬ 
abouts- 

If  running  2  were  the  principle  of  metals,  fome 
final  portion  thereof  would  verily  be  found  in  all 
mines  of  metals,  or  in  moft  of  them,  but  becaufe  ic 
is  not  there  found  it  necefl'arily  follows,  that  fuch  o- 
pinion  is  to  be  accounted  a  vain  fidion- 

Now  all  Philofophers  do  unanimoufly  teftify  that 
nature  forms  the  firft  rudiments  of  metals?  out  of  the 
Aftrall  Spirit,  and  terreftrial  water,  by  affirming 
that  every  thing  may  by  art  be  reduced  into  that,  out 
of  which  it  was  at  firft  made. 

And  whereas  metals  may  be  reduced  into  a  vifeous 
water  without  any  corrofive,  and  this  by  a  due  heat 
and  digeftion  tranfmuted  into  more  pure,  and  better 
metallick  forms,  tis  undoubtedly  credible  that  they 
proceed  from  hence,  and  not  only  metals,  but  alfo 
many  ftones?  and  mineral  things,  either  conteining 
metals?  or  void  of  them,  found  upon  the  earth,  and 
under  it,  have  their  firft  beginnings  after  the  like 
manner?  my  felf  having  feen  fome  mine- diggers,  in 
fandy  mountains  diging  for  other  things,  who  have 
accidentally  chanced  upon  this  Gur  or  Kur?  thinking 
it  to  be  a  Lump  of  Fat,  one  of  them  carryed  it  home, 
and  anointed  his  ftiooes  therewith?  but  the  next 
morning  he  found  them  over  laid  with  a  ftony  cruft, 
and  the  lump  or  mafs  it  felf  converted  into  an  hard 
ftone,  but  I  am  not  ignorant  that  ftones  are  other- 
wife  generated,  the  reafon  how,  pertains  not  here¬ 
unto. 

A  metal  being  reduced  into  its  firft  matter  like  to 
Kur?  is  in  the  Artificers  hand  to  induce  into  it,  what 
form  he  lifts,  nor  can  it  indeed  be  ever  meliorated 
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unlefs  it  be  firfl:  reduced  to  its  prima  materia.  In  a  fo- 
lid  metal»  it  cannot  be  perceived  of  what  parts  it  is 
Compounded,  but  being  refolved»  it  s  parts  are  dil- 
Covered»  and  it  being  by  extradion  depnved  of  its 
proper  Soul,  wherein  its  life  and  whole  dignity  lodg* 
eth  it  is  no  more  a  metal,  but  refembles  an  unlha- 
pen  brittle  earth,  without  metallick  Liquability»  and 
its  whole  goodnefs  conlifts  in  a  very  little  quantity  of 
foill  and  Harry  mafculine  feed,  the  remaining  bo¬ 
dy  being  a  dead  and  vile  earth* 

Finally,  even  this  ( which  I  have  mentioned  in  my 
treatife  of  Potable  Gold)  fufFciently  confirms  that 
metals  are  alfo  created  upon  the  earth,  becaufe,  that 
not  only  the  folar  beams  being  collected  in  various 
fubje(fls  become  corporeal»  but  even  the  heat  of 
our  ufual  fires  doth  likewife  do  the  fame  thing  which 
the  tryals  of  the  Cupels  abundantly  teftifies,  let  the 
Reader  fearch  and  view  the  place-  Nitre  and  other 
falts  are  evidently  produced  by  the  fun»  in  a  moift 
earth»  which  thing  will  never  be  effected  in  a  dry. 
And  the  Philofophers  making  mention  of  the  meli¬ 
oration  of  metals,  have  always  minded  inceration,  as 
exceeding  neceffary  to  their  intention. 

In  this  work,  moifture  is  the  patient,  and  heat 
fupplys  the  place  of  an  Agent  j  this  is  difcernable  in 
Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  there  being  no¬ 
thing  that  can  attain  perfedion,  without  due 
moiflening  or  endure  the  aClion  of  a  maturating 
heat- 

And  by  how  much  the  thicker  and  fatter  the  water 
is,  by  fo  much  the  fitter  for  a  matrix,  and  there¬ 
in  feed  will  more  greedily  and  fpeedily  Itick  and 
germinate. 

But  by  how  much  the  thinner,  it  is  by  fo  much  the 
more  fit  it  is  to  be  accounted  for  the  feeds  vegeta¬ 
tion. 

Water  of  it  felf  cannot  be  made  a  metal,  unlefs 
it  be  firfl  impregnated  with  feed  by  the  ftars,  and 
gifted  with  a  Vegetating  life ;  which  feed  is  the  o- 
riginal,  the  foul,  and  life  of  all  metals*,  and  how 
much  the  more  of  fuch  feed  they  have,  fo  much  the 
better  and  more  fixt  they  neceffarily  are.^ 

On  this  account  I  firmly  adhere  to  this  Opinion , 
That  metals  receive  their  Soul,  Spirit,  and  Life  from 
the  Starrs,  as  from  an  univerfal  feed,  and  their  Bo¬ 
dy  from  the  Water  as  an  univerfal  mother,  and 
derive  the  diverfity  of  Bodys,  and  degrees  of  Good¬ 
nefs  according  to  the  Scituation,  purity  or  impedi¬ 
ments  thereof,  and  are  digged  out  by  men  (for  whofe 
fake  (as  the  noblefl  Creature)  all  things  are  made) 
with  great  greedinefs,  cofts,  and  hazards  from  the 
Bowels  of  the  great  Animal,  and  are  prepared  and 
elaborated  for  their  many-fold  Ufes. 

Let  thus  much  fuffice  as  to  the  generation  of  Me¬ 
tals  ;  but  now  by  what  means  they  arrive  to  the 
utmofl  end  of  perfection  and  Dye,  and  are  hin- 
dred  in  their  growth,  we  will  not  pafs  over  in  fi- 
lence. 

Thus  therefore  the  Cafe  Stands,  There  is  a  cer¬ 
tain,  time  prefixt  to  all  Creatures,  how  far  they  may 
come  or  protraCt  their  life,  which  predeftinated  time 
if  it  be  cutoff,  and  attaines  not  unto  its  fcope  or  end, 
it  comes  by  accident  and  may  not  be  imputed  unto 
Nature,  and  this  is  done  fundry  wayes  according  to 
the  various  tempers  of  fuch  enemies  as  they  meet  with: 
al,  fome  are  hurt  by  the  cold  Air,  prohibiting  their 
growth,  as  is  evident  in  Metals  digged  from  their 
mines  or  trunks  and  expofed  to  the  air,  then  ceafing 
to  grow,  and  were  they  ripe  or  unripe  Metals,  fo 
remaining,  but  if  tliey  get  a  new  matrix,  then  as  the 


feed  of  a  plant  on  the  Earth,  they  begin  again  to  grow 
and  haflen  towards  perfection.  To  fome,  as  to  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals  ^  the  aire  is  the  life,  of  which 
being  robbed,  they  expire  and  Dye.  The  air  de- 
flroys  Fifh,  the  water  is  their  life,  but  the  death 
and  deflruClion  of  two-footed  and  four-footed  A- 
nimals. 

Even  as  all  the  elements  have  their  proper  of- 
fpring  which  they  cherifh,  fo  are  they  the  deflroy- 
ers  of  other  things ,  which  the  rife  and  death  of 
Metals  clearly  teacheth- 

Forasfoon  as  ever  (being  conceived  in  the  earth) 
they  begin  to  grow,  they  become  partakers  of  a 
certain  faltifh  Nature,  as  their  matrix,  in  which,  and 
by  which,  they  are'afterw^rds  perfected,  wherein  as 
long  as  they  remain  uninterrupted,  they  go  forward, 
and  are  bettered  in  quality  and  quantity,  but  as 
foon  as  ever  their  contrary,  as  Aire  or  common  Wa¬ 
ter  meets  with  them,  they  are  ftopt  from  proceed¬ 
ing  further  in  the  matrix  and  Dye. 

They  being  (  becaufe  of  this  moll  fubtle  fait ) 
while  in  being,  moil  impatient  of  both  viz..  Wa¬ 
ter  and  Aire. 

Now  if  the  aire  invades  them,  their  life,  confin¬ 
ing  in  a  Volatile  fait,  is  elevated  and  drawn  back 
by  the  Stars :  If  water  breaks  in,  they  diflblve  and 
are  wafhed  away,  the  matrix  being  deftroyed  by 
its  contrary  Element,  whence  ’tis  that  fuch  Metals 
in  their  primam  Ensy  lying  Embryon  like,  and  ob¬ 
noxious  even  to  the  fmalleft  corruption,  do  perifh, 
and  never  attain  to  the  appointed  perfeClion  by  rea- 
fon  of  fuch  deftruClive  accidents  and  injuries,  whofe 
tender  fait  is  gon  into  fulphur,  and  is  no  more  fubjeCt 
to  the  corruption  of  either  Water  or  Aire.  As  for 
thofe  that  are  Mature  and  perfeCt,  if  they  are  not 
cut  off  from  their  flock  being  extracted  out  of  the 
Earth,  from  which  they  have  no  more  nutriment, 
their  fulphurious  covering  being  laid  afide,  the  de¬ 
fence  and  fafegard  of  their  Nature  being  banifhed, 
they  rightly  refemblc  a  decrepid  Old  man,  whofe 
Radical  moifture  is  dryed  up  and  are  diffolved  and 
eaten  up  by  the  fame  Aftral  Salt,  or  Vehement  Cor- 
rufeation,  from  whence  they  did  fpring,  and  thus 
are  reduced  unto  Nothing;  amongft  which,  vtz.. 
metals,  as  well  as  amongft  Vegetables  and  Animals, 
Nature  obferves  a  perpetual  Circulation  of  Life  and 
Death. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  diggers  finding  a 
metal  excavated  by  the  Aftral  fait,  like  to  the  Hony 
Comb  by  the  Bees,  are  accuftomed  to  fay,  that  they 
came  thither  too  late,  whence  it  is  concluded  than 
the  fame  corrufeation  is  the  begining  and  end  of 
metals. 

Tis  of  fmall  moment  to  know  who  firfl  digged 
up  metals  applying  them  to  ufe ;  Adam  was  the  foil 
to  whom  GOD  revealed  the  Art,  becaufe  he  could 
not  want  it. 

It  feemeth  certain,  that  that  whichwas  by  his 
fuccelTors  difeovered  to  Noahy  and  from  him  pro¬ 
pagated  unto  us  will  undoubtedly  be  conferved  un¬ 
to  the  Worlds  end,  becaufe  of  its  great  neceffity 
and  benefit. 

But  as  this  Art  is  profitable  and  ufeful,  and  no¬ 
ble,  fo  itischargable,coftly,  and  dangerous,  and  al¬ 
fo  uncertain  of  getting  gain, but  yet  not  to  benegleCl- 
ed  on  that  account»  it  being  an  honeft  thing,  and  plea- 
fing  to  GOD,  and  managed  heretofore  by  many 
Prophets  and  Kings,  and  now  at  length,  difervedly 
had  in  great  eftimation  by  us  Chriftians,  becaufe 
of  its  neceffity. 

He 
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He  may  well  boaft  of  earthly  felicity,  to  whom 
GOD  ftiall  rouchfafe  to  give  fuch  a  Light,  of  fee¬ 
ing  by  what  Artifice  Nature  is  to  be  holpen?  and 
that  which  is  fuperfluous  and  adhering  to  vile  and 
abjetH;  metals  every  where,  may  be  removed  ^  arid 
the  defed  fupplied  •,  fuch  an  one  hath  in  very  deed 
a  rich  and  durable  Mine  ;  neither  are  Ghofts,  Inunda¬ 
tions  of  Waters,  evil  Tempefts,  unwholfome  Va¬ 
pours,  and  other  inconveniences,  that  hinder  from  a 
purpofed  intention,  to  be  feared.  But  verily  man, 
by  realpn  of  the  continued  wickednefs  of  his  Life» 
being  made  uncapable  of  this  high  Art  and  Science,  is 
compelled  to  get  out  Metals  from  the  Earths  bowels, 
in  the  fweat  of  his  brows,  and  to  pafs  over  his  life 
in  cares  and  labours. 

And  thus  I  conclude  this  Tradf  concerning  the 
generation  of  Metals,  and  refer  the  Reader,  deliring 
things  more  at  large,  to  the  Third  Part,  wherein  is 
accurately  taught  of  what  property  Metals  are,  how 
to  be  diftingnifhed  each  from  the  other,  opened  with¬ 
out  corrolives,  reduced  into  their  firll  matter,  and 
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how  by  the  benefit  of  art  and  fire,  new  and  better 
Metals  are  to  be  generated  out  of  that  firft  matter. 

Likewife,  how  they  are  to  be  examined  by  a  far 
better  way  and  manner  than  ufual ;  how  to  be  pur¬ 
ged  arid  feparated  each  from  the  other,  and  alfo  un¬ 
folding  (as  far  as  is  permi(ted )  a  little  Book  of  the 
molt  expert  Philofopher  Paracelfus,  or  his  Book  of 
The  Vexation  of  Alchymifts^  whereby  the  honour  due 
unto  him  (though  much  obfeured  by  evil  flanderers) 
may  be  again  reftored  unto  him,  and  the  whole  world 
may  know  that  he  was  moll  expert  in  natural  things^ 
and  wrote  very  faithfully,  and  left  unto  us  a  large 
light,  though  obferved  by  a  very  few,  for  the  en- 
creafing  and  propagating  whereof,  and  defending  it 
againfl:  the  haters  of  the  Light ,  I  will  enter  upon 
the  Third  Part,  for  my  Neighbour’s  good,  for  the 
accomplilhment  whereof  I  pray  GOD,  the  Creator 
of  all  things,  and  the  Patron  of  Truth ,  mercifully 
to  vouchfafe  his  afllftance.  Amen. 
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Wherein  under  the  T itle  of  a  Qommentary  on  a  little  (Booh,  of  Paracelfus,  called.,  The  Hea¬ 
ven  of  Philofophers,  or  a  Book  of  Vexations,  the  Tranfmutation  of  JMetals  are 
Taught  ingeneral ;  Ti’ith  an  Appendix  demonjirating  their  particular  Brocefs^MeltingyExplora- 
tion,  Separ ationj  and  other  neceffary  Operations. 


A  Preface  to 

Courteous  Reader, 

I  Will  not  conceal  from  thee  the  reafon  why  I  have  t  a- 
ken  ufon  me  in  this  Third  Part  to  explain  a  Bool^ 
o/Paracelfus,  called  The  heaven  of  Philofophers, 
left  thou  jhoalePft  belkve  1  wanted  matter  to  write, 
did  I  not  encreafe  my  Book^by  the  Writings  of  other  men. 
That  Good  which  I  have  here  decreed  to  write,  I  could 
have  done  even  without  the  admixtion  of  Paracelfus’.f 
Books,  but  this  f  roperly  is  the  caufe^  becaufe  Paracelfus 
in  our  precedent  Age.,  publijhed  wry  many  moft  elegant 
Booki  PublichjSood,  but  objeure  enough,  and  for 

this  reafon  are  by  the  unskilful  accounted  falfe ,  and  are 
contemned  •„  but  yet  becaufe  they  areftored  with  Arcana’-f 
or  Secrets,  they  are  moft  highly  to  be  esteemed.  Now, 
after  that  I  had  perceived  the  faid  Books  to  be  true,  I  did 
very  impatiently  bear  fuch  fmiBer  reports  of  this  man. 


the  Reader. 

as  blaz.ed  him  abroad  for  one  Ignorant  of  all  things,  and 
a  V agabond  who  in  very  deed  had  but  a  few  Equals  in 
true  Genuine  Philofophy,  Medicine,  and  Alchymy. 

He  did  many  good  turns  to  all,  efpecially  to  the  Poor, 
of  which  many  Teftimonies  are  extant  and  amongft  0- 
thers,  that  Epitaph  is  to  be  feen,  which  is  in  the  Hofpital 
of  St.  Sebaftian  at  Salts  burg,  where  he  was  buried,  and 
to  which  he  bequeathed  his  Goods,  an dis graven  in  Capi^ 
tal  Letters  in  a  Marble,  and  erePted  in  the  Wall ,  the 
Tenour  whereof  I  my  felf  have  read,  and  is  thus:  Here 
lies  buried  Philippus  Aureolus  Paracelfus,  a  famous 
Dodor  of  Medicine,  Who  by  a  wonderful  Art  cured 
thofe  direful  Difeafes,  the  Leprofy,  Gout,  Dropfy, 
and  other  incurable  Contagions  of  the  Body,  and 
to  his  honour  gave  and  bequeathed  his  Goods  unto 
the  Poor.  He  died  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1541. 
the  24th.  of  September. 
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jir^d  rvhat  hafi  thou  note  to  fay  ?  Had  he  not  been  fitch 
a  one  as  ts  mentioned  in  the  epitaph  ,  the  Magifirate 
would  not  have  honoured  him  mthjo  eminent  an  Encomt- 
tm  Moreover^  all  prudent  Lovers  of  7  ruth  do  to  .this 
day  believe,  that  he  never  had  his  equal :  And  although 
through  the  Envy  of  fome  unlearned  men  he  is  dejpifed, 
yet  it  derogates  nothing  from  him,  for  he  will  fiiU  re- 

main  Parzedihs.  r  . 

And  now ,  feting  that  our  Paracelfus  hath  hitherto 
undergone  fuch  bitter  things,  and  that  none  have  dared 
to  open  their  mouths  againB  thofe  flanderers,  I  will  at' 
tempt  the  explication  and  illufiration  of  his  chief  efi  Books, 
and  pyove  that  he  was  not  either  a  Iyer  or  Impoftor ,  but 
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moB  experienced  in  the  light  of  Nature ;  and  to  this  end 
will  I  begin  with  his  Heaven  of  Philofophers :  I  will 
not  avow,  that  he  could  make  heaps  of  G old  and  Silver, 
(  himfelf  mentioning  not  any  fuch  thing,  but  he  only  dij~ 
covers  the  pojfibility  of  the  thing ,  which  even  I  alfo  will 
endeavour  to  declare,  although  /  am  ignorant  of  doing  it 
in  great  quantities,  which  thing  I  am  not  greedy  after) 
yet ‘^tis  my  contentation  to  be  capable  of  difcovering  truth 
from  falfhood,  and  convince  fuch  as  are  incredulous,  ha¬ 
ving  fome  hopes,  that  by  this  my  faithful  writing,  an  oc- 
cafion  will  be  adminifired  unto  others  of  fearching  after 
and  obtaining  their  defir ed  end,  Anjen. 


Ctie  ^talien  of  tlie  : 


O  R, 


A  Book  of  Vexations." 
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By  )^|)iUppu2i  ictieopD^aattiS  t^araceifuj$. 

The  Art  and  ISlature  of  Alchymy,  and  what  is  to  be  thought  concerning  it ;  being  emfrehen- 
ded  in  Seven  undoubted  refpeBing  the  Seven  ‘Vulgar  }4etals. 


The  PREFACE.  T heo^braiins  Paracelfus  to  all  Alchymifts  and 

Readers  of  this  little  Book. 


BEloved  and  Expert  of  the  Art  of  Alchymy, 
and  all  ye  who  promi fe  to  your  f elves  much 
Riches  and  Gains  of  much  Gold  and  Silver, 
which  thing  Alchymy  doth  plentifully  teach, 
and  ye  ( who  being  occupied  about  thefe  things )  would  be 
vexed,  and  cannot  ceafe  until  you  have' experienced  what 
it  gives  ,  and  what  promifes  it  performs  -,  verily,  daily 
Experience  teacheth,  that  there  is  not  one  of  athoufand 
that  becomes  Mafie^  of  his  Defire which  I  will  not  call 
the  fault  of  the  Art  or  Nature,  but  the  unskilfulnefs  of 
the  Artificer. 

Wherefore  I  will  not  fuff  this  little  0/ Alchymy 
with  difficult  Art  and  tedious  Labours,  as  the  common 
Alchymifts  are  wont  to  do. 

C  R  5  melt  it  with  Nitre  and  Tartar,  of  this  take 
one  Lot ,  of  Gold  one  Lot,  of  Tin  three  drams,  of 
Sell  lich  one  dram, of  Sulphur  two  Lots, of  Vitriol  two 
lots;let  them  flow  with  >  in  a  Crucible  with  Arfenick. 
Becaufe  alfo  all  the  figns  of  Heaven,  and  the  char  abler  s 
of  the  Stars  and  Tlanets ,  together  with  their  chan- 
ged  and  inverted  terms  and  names,  as  alfo  the  Receptacles 
of  the  matter  .  and  the  Inftruments  of  Artificers  are 
■kfually  very  well  known  ■,  It  will  not  be  needful  to  treat 
of  thefe  things  a?tew  in  this  Book^,  although  herein  are 
tifed  thefe  figns, names,  and  char  alters ,  when  it  feems 
convenient  and  profitable. 

Now  here  is  delivered  another  Reafon  of  Alchymy, 
in  feven  Rules,  accommodated  to  the  feven  Metals  ,  af¬ 
ter  an  infahtble  manner,  although  in  ExpreJJions  not  a- 
domed,  but  undrejjed  and  fimple  :  Tet,  as  to  the  fence, 
the  expreffions  are  abftru/e  and  profound  as  can  be  ; 
which  may  defervedly  be  called  the  Miftrifs  and  Summ 
of  all  Akhyniy  •,  from  which  even  the  myfteries  of  other 
things  may  be  produced,  divined,  and  known,  with  many 
new  Speculations,  from  whence  new  Cogitations  and  wont 


derous  Operations,  do  (  by  examining  and  trying  )  come 
forth  to  the  Light,  that  in  many  places  they  are  even,  in 
the  Examen  or  tryal  it  felf ,  found  to  contradiU  the 
Pleafures  of  the  Philofophers. 

Ltkewife  in  this  Art  nothing  is  more  certain,  than 
that  which  is  leaft  apprehended  and  believed  ;  and  this 
is  the  only  fault  and  caufe  of  all  various  Operations  in 
Alchymy  ;  whence  "‘tis  that  many  fujfer  lofs  by  their 
own  unskilfulnefs,  and  fo  labour  in  vain,  either  becaufe 
there'^S  more  of  the  matter,  or  lefs,  or  equal  weight,  whence 
the  thing  is  more  corrupted  in  operation  and  deftroyed  j 
or  if  the  thing  is  truly  lighted  on,  it  is  become  more 
exalted,  and  tends  unto  Perfebtion. 

For  the  way  is  moft  eafie,  hut  is  found  by  but  very 
few.  lt'*s  alfo  expedient ,  that  an  ingenious  man  con- 
fider  the  Art  and  certain  Rule  of  Alchymy,  whether 
he  would  make  fome  thing  or  nothing  :  he  ought  to  make 
a  nothing  ,  that  he  may  bring  fomething  unto  nothing, 
and  that  fomething  may  be  again  generated  out  of  no¬ 
thing  j  which  Saying  is  incredible,  but  yet  moft  true 
Corruption  makes  a  good  thing  perfed :  Tea,  good 
cannot  appear,  becaufe  of  his  covering  and  hider  •,  good 
alfo  is  begun  whilft  *tis  hidden  j  the  hider  ought  to  be 
removed  and  deftroyed,  then  the  good  being  freed ,  will 
manifeftly  appear  in  his  luftre,  the  Glofs  :  the  hider  or 
covering  is  the  Mountain,  Sand,  Earth,  or  Stone  where¬ 
in  the  Metal  was  generated.  Now  every  vifible  snetal 
is  the  obfeurer  or  hider  of  the  other  fix  metals. 

Becaufe  therefore  that  by  the  Element  of  Fire  Jmpevi 
febi  things  are  corrupted,  burnt  up,  and  fublimed  fuch  as 
the  five  metals,  are\  but  the  Per- 

febt  not  at  all,  viz-  the  two  mobl  Noble,  the  ft)'  and  the 
> ,  therefore  they  ought  to  abide  even  in  the  fire,  and  to  af. 
fume  their  body  out  of  the  other  Imperfebl  metals',  in  which 
they  are  deftroyed,  and  to  appear  vifibly  ;  which  things 
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horoit  may  be  done-)  and  what  helps  arc  thereto  neceffary^ 
jhall  be  taught  in  the  /even  Rtdes^  viz.  What  the  nature 
and  property  of  every  metal  is  j  what  operation  he  hath^ 
being  mixt  with  others ;  and  what  he  can  do. 

'*Tis  aljo  to  be  obferved^  that  the fe  feven  Rules  cannot 
forthwith  be  tinder  food  by  one  that  is  fomewhat  dull->at  the 
first  reading  and  view^  a  weak  underfianding  cannot  com- 
pafs  hard  things.  Hence  every  ofthefe  Rules  wants  much 
fearch  and  travel.  Some  are  puff  i  up  and  proud ^  fuppofing 
themftlves  well  to  underjtand'y  andthefe  things  are  chil~ 
dilh,  which  are  here  delivered,,  and  they  know  far  better,, 
and  do  plainly  contemn  thefe  things  of  mine. 

(10laub*D  This  Preface  is  of  it  felf  perfpicuous, 
and  needs  not  any  fingular  Interpretation  or  Explica¬ 
tion,  but  indeed  the  Procefs  which  he  mentions  re¬ 
quires  a  more  accurate  Obfervation- 

Take  Antimonyy  melt  it  with  Tartar  and  Nitre,  of  this 
take  one  lot',  of  Gold  one  Lot ;  of  Tin  three  drams  ;  of 
Schtich  one  dram\  of  Sulphur  two  lots-,,  of  Vitriol  two 
lots :  let  them  flow  with  Silver  in  a  Crucible  with  Arfenick. 

This  is  the  Procefs  of  making  Gold  and  Silver, 
which  Paracelfus  will  not  have  to  be  accounted  like 
unto  other  ProcelTeS)  of  much  labour  and  long  time, 
but  is  confident,  that  by  the  help  hereof  he  can  get 
Gold  and  Silver  with  little  labour,  time,  and  colts- 

*Tis  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  this  hath  been 
tryed  by  thoufands,  and  fruftrated  the  hope  of  fuch 
as  laboured  thereabouts ;  and  that  not  without  caufe, 
they  imagining  that  thefe  are  foolilh  ingredients  to 
be  taken  for  fuch  work  i  my  felf  have  heard  ma¬ 
ny  of  thofe  that  have  made  trial,  to  be  very  much 
i  difpleafed  :  By  what  means  can  gold  and  filver  be 
made  by  volatile  and  preying  ravenous  things,fuch  as 
5  ,VitriohSulphur,&Arfenick  are,  which  do  not  only 
yield  from  themfelves  no  Gold  or  Silver,  but  even 
corrupt  them,  and  bring  them  to  fume,  or  at  the 
leafl:  turn  them  to  Scoria  •,  ray  felf  trying  this  when 
I  had  blown  them  altogether,  I  found  that  thefe  me¬ 
talline  fpecies,as  Schlich,Vitriol,Sulphur,and  Arfenick 
did,  corrupt  the  Sun  and  Moon,fpoiling  of  its  metal¬ 
line  form,  and  tranfmuted  it  into  Scoria  or  drofs. 
But  now  this  is  the  thing  which  Paracelfus  requires 
and  aims  at,  and  therefore  fliould  not  by  any  means 
binder  or  deterr  us ;  he  prefently,  for  the  better  ex¬ 
plication  of  his  meaning,  adds,  Something  ought  to 
be  made  a  Nothing  ;  and  again,  the  Nothing  to  be 
made  Something ;  which  thing  the  unskilful  doth 
not  heed  or  believe,  that  Metals  being  corrupted  and 
made  Scoria ,  when  by  the  benefit  of  Art  they  are 
reduced,  are  by  this  Ineans  meliorated  ;  which  al¬ 
beit  it  be  moll  true,  yet  are  they  but  a  very  few 
(as  he  faith )  who  believe  it  to  be  true ;  and  he  con¬ 
firms  the  whole  procefs  throughout  the  Chapter,  even 
to  the  Chapter  of  5  ,  and  explains  it,  faying,  Cor¬ 
ruption  makes  a  good  thing  perfect. 

The  Good  cannot  appear  by  reafon  of  its  cove¬ 
ring.  The  hider  or  veil  muft  be  taken  away,  that  the 
Good  may  be  freed  and  become  confpicuous ;  that 
alfo  the  firft  covering  ,  under  which  metals  are  hid¬ 
den,  and  wherein  they  are  generated,  is  a  Mountain, 
Sand,  Stone,  or  Earth ,  all  which  are  to  be  fepara- 
ted  by  fufion,  that  the  metals  may  become  pure. 

Here  the  Metallurgift  defifts ,  and  is  clearly  i- 
gnorant  of  any  other  covering-  But  Paracelfus  ad- 
deth.  That  each  metal  is  a  hider  of  the  other  me¬ 
tals,  which  thing  the  feven  Rules  do  largely  demon- 
ftrate,  and  advifeth  the  Chymift  not  to  reft  fatis- 
fied,  when  he  hath  gotten  from  the  Mines  a  vendi¬ 
ble  metal,  as  d*,  5,  y,  melted  from  the  drofs, 
but  to  confiilt  further  with  natural  Philofophyy  and 


to  examin  whether  or  no  thefe  are  pure  enou^^h 
without  any  adhering  and  deteriorating  veil,  ^  ^ 
How  great  the  difference  is  betwixt  a  rude  and 
a  vile  Mineral  f  where  the  metal  is  largely  difpers’d 
and  commixt  with  much  ftony  matter  and  other 
impuritiesj  and  a  tradlable  metal  faithfully  fepara- 
ted,  is  well  known.  So  much,  and  more,  is  the 
difference  betwixt  a  vulgar  and  imperfeeft  metal,  and 
the  Gold  and  Silver  which  it  contains  Ihut  up  in 
its  bowels.^  But  becaufe  the  melting  of  metals  out 
of  their  mines  is,  by  reafon  of  its  long  ufe,  grown 
vile  ,  and  not  efteemed  an  Art,  but  a  Trade,  and 
every  where  exercifed,  without  any  ones  admirati¬ 
on  *,  yet  in  its  beginning,  before  it  became  fo  com¬ 
monly  known,  it  was  worthily  accompted  a  deep 
Secret,  although  now  difrefpefted-  We  may  not 
doubt,  but  that  even  yet  another  veil  adheres  to 
metals,  and  may  with  as  much  facility  be  removed ; 
and  its  inward,  pure,  and  fixt  center.  Gold  and 
Silver  be  melted  out  and  feparated,  if  the  way  were 
but  known.  But  becaufe  men  do  not  beftow  any 
further  Labour  and  Induftry  in  fearching  ,  and  the 
ufe  of  vulgar  metals  is  highly  necelfary,  we  reft 
contented,  in  that  metals  once  melted  from  their 
mines  become  malleable,  and  fitted  for  the  ufe  of 
man:  Nor  is  this  unadvifedly  done, for  the  life  of 
man  can  as  little  want  Iron,  V,  2,  and  Lead,  as  ic 
can  gold  and  filver. 

Paracelfus  teacheth,  That  imperfedt  metals  are 
corrupted  and  brought  into  a  nothing,  by  the  force 
of  fire;  which  they  cannot  fuftain  or  bear  ;  but  their 
good  parts.  Gold  and  Silver,  cannot  be  deftroyed 
but  in  the  great  ftrait  and  force  of  fire  do  come 
together  out  of  the  imperfedl  metals,  and  mutually 
defend  each  other,  the  impure  portion  being  burnt 
up  and  removed. 

Now  then,  that  the  fpecies  and  ingredients  of 
this  procefs  may  be  underftood,  fomething  muft  be 
mentioned  by  us  thereabouts. 

Thus  then  ’tis  written  ^  R.  5  melt  it  with  Ni¬ 
tre  and  Tartar,  of  this  take  one  lot  ;  ’tis  to  be 
noted  that  you  are  not  to  take  the  lot  of  the  whole 
molten  mafs,  but  of  one  of  the  two,  either  the  up¬ 
per  part  being  the  Scoria ,  or  inferiour  or  lower 
being  the  Regulus,  which  this  flowing  mixture  fends 
downward. 

But  which  it  is ,  it  cannot  be  perceived  by  the 
words  i  'yet  becaufe  Paracelfus^  intention  here  is  to 
deftroy  gold  and  filver  by  the  admixtion  of  the 
aforefaid  ingredients,  and  to  bring  them  to  nothing,' 
out  of  which  nothing  the  deftroyed  augmentation  of  ’ 
the  fun  may  be  afterwards  by  fome  aditament, 
obtained,  in  reducing  it,  it  feems  probable  to  think 
that  the  Scoria  of  the  mixture  is  not  to  be  taken,  but 
the  Regulus,,  which  hath  Ingrefs  into  Tin,  Arfenick,' 
and  Schlich ,  and  unites  them  with  gold  and  filver, 
for  it  is  the  Property  ofthei?e^«/«J, to  unite  &  conjoin 
contrary  Metals  and  Minerals. 

Tin  is  joined  with  malleable  metals,  and  melted 
and  fuffers  the  fire  with  them;brings  them  into  Scoria., 
the  which  thing  Sulphur, Vitriol^and  Schlich, alfo  per- 
form,and  are  heremftd  by  Paracelfus  for  no  other  end 
than  to  corrupt  the  fun  and  moon,  and  bring  them  in¬ 
to  Scoria.  But  what  fchlich  this  is,  be¬ 

caufe  no  proper  narae  of  Gold,  >,  dT,  2  ,  h,  or  v,is 
added,  no  body  can  eafily  tell,  for  this  is  called 
fchlechtbyChymifts  andMetallurgifts  when  they  take 
a  Mineral  excellently  well  ground,  and  walhed  with 
water,  thereby  feparating  the  mineral  or  the  rubilh 
and  ftone,  the  heavyer,  and  more  noble  part  of  the 
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mav  be  reduced  into  fchlichs  or  calx,  this  word  Sch 
ivh  nr  ralx  mavfuit  with  all  metals,  or  elfe  it  may 
be^that^ioft  fmlll  dull;  or  powder  in  polilhing  mills, 
r'^d’kift'-mulllnO  where  various  Iron  Inftruments, 
S  p4  and  other  Arms  are  Polilhed, 

and  which  is  wont  to  be  under  the  grinding  ftone  in 
deen  KUttars  deftinated  to  that  purpofe,  or  gathe¬ 
red  in  wooden  velTels,  and  fold  to  fuch  as  dy  black 
doaths,  and  is  called  calx  or  Schlich.  But  now  whe¬ 
ther  or  no,  he  means  this  or  the  calx  of  any  other 
metal,  it  is  uncertain,  nor  doth  it  much  concern-,  tor 
the  Sun  and  ■>  may  be  reduced  into  a  nothing  with¬ 
out  anv  of  thefe Calces,  and  maybe  again  augmen¬ 
ted,  and  brought  into  fomethmg,  as  you  (hall  fee  in 
the  following  Chapteis  of  the,  Tranfmutation  of 

‘""vain  was  their  ex-peftation  who  thought  to  turn 
all  thefe  fpeices,  thus  blown  together,  into  Gold  and 
Silver  but  yet  could  not  get  any  other  thing  than  a 
yellow’,  or  fpadiceous  Scort-a  contrary  w  their  hopes 
but  the  Corrufcation  is  moft  blelfed  and 

sladfome,  if  any  one  can  get  by  redudion  from  a  de- 
ftroyed  metal  brought  into  Scoria,  a  moft  noble  ^e 
and  better  than  heretofore  it  was.  But  this  deftrudn 
on  and  redudlion  is  not  uniform,  but  is  perfedted 
many  feveral  ways  as  the  following  Chapters  teach. 
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CIjcJFtraRiiIe. 

Of  the  Nature  and  property^ofNi^XQXdvy, 

All  things  are  ahfconded  and  hidden  in  all  things, 
hat  of  all  things  there  is  one  which  is  a  co'veter 
or  hider  of  the  refi,  and  is  a  Corporeal  Body,  External 
rifihk Moveable  :  all  fluxes  are  manifeft  tn  thisvejjel^ 
for  this  veffel  is  a  Corporeal  Spirtt,  and  therefri^e  all  Con- 
qulations,  and  Confiftences  are  captivated  and  flat  up 
%erein  bein?  overcome  by  its  flux  compared  about  and 
(irenathened  thereby,  what  this  flux  is,  its  cauje  and 
name  what  it  is  called,  cannot  be  found,  becaufe  there 
is  no  heat  which  may  be  therewith  compared.  1  he  bur-, 
nm  of  the  Gehennal  Fire  may  be  likened  thereunto, 
on'which  account  this  Flux  hath  nothing  at  all  of  Com¬ 
munity  or  Jffinity  with  other  fluxes,  which  are  melted 
by  the  heat  of  common  fire,  and  become  hard  and  coa- 
fulated  by  natural  cold.  Thefe fluxings  or  meltings  cm- 
%ot  thus  operate  with  5  ,  they  are  too  weak_,  he  values 
them  not-  hence  ^tis  to  be  ohferved,  that  the  mortal 
Virtues  of  the  four.  Elements  have  no  ingrcfflve  Opera¬ 
tions  upon  the  Cwleflial  Virtues,  which  Virtues  we  alfo 
call  Quintefl'ence,  becaufe  Elements  cannot  either  gtve  un¬ 
to  or  take  an\  thing  from  this  Quint ejfence  •,  the  Coelefti- 
ai  or  Infernal  Virtue  cares  not  for  the  four  Elements. 

Hence  mote.  That  none  of  the  Elements,  nor  any  Ele- 
snentary  thing,  be  it  dry  or  moifl,  hot  or  cold:,  none  of 
thefe  can  do  any  thing  againf  that  Quinteffential^  Vir¬ 
tue,  but  each  hath  its  operation  and  efficacy  for  it  felf 
apart. 

(Blauli.l  In  this  Chapter  or  firft  Rule  of  5,  Pa- 
racelfus  uieth  fuccindt  but  yet  perfpicuous  words, 
faying,  that  the  fluidity  of  Mercury  arifeth  not  from 
the  four  corruptible  Elements,  but  from  the  Quint- 
elTence ,  and  therefore  hath  not  any  affinity  with 
thefe  Elementary  fluxings  and  meltings.  Now,  what 


this  Quinteffence  properly  is,  which  Paracelfus  here 
mentions,  much  might  be  fpoken,  but  ’tis  not  fo  con¬ 
venient  at  this  time,  my  felf  and  other  Philofo- 
phers  have  largely  treated  thereof,  and  therefore 
fpeak  not  of  it  now. 

This  only  I  add  over  and  above.  That  Paracel¬ 
fus  will  have  the  Quinteffence  to  be  a  thing  not  fub- 
jedt  to  the  four  Elements,  but  permanent  and  incor¬ 
ruptible,  whereby  he  gives  tounderftand.  That  fee¬ 
ing  ’tis  fo,  that  the  fluidity  of  Mercury  hath  its 
originality  from  the  Quinteffence,  and  not  elemen¬ 
tary  Fire,  fo  its  coagulation  is  in  like  manner  to  be 
made  by  the  Quinteffence  and  not  by  the  elementa¬ 
ry  Fires,  be  they  hot  or  cold. 

But  now,  what  that  Quinteffence  is,  that  coagu^ 
lates  Mercury,  and  tranfmutes  him  into  Gold  or 
Silver,  it  may  be  ealily  conjcdlured ,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  fought  for  out  of  Vegetables  and  Animals, 
but  to  be  extradted  out  of  Metals,  and  ought  to  be 
much  more  pure,  fixt,  and  meltable  than  they  are. 

Many  are  the  things  which  Paracelfus  hath  writ¬ 
ten  of  this  Quinteffence,  attributing  great  Virtues 
thereunto  j  he  that  defires  it,  may  read  thereof  in 
his  Writings.  Likewife  many  Philofophers  affirm 
it  to  be  a  thing  reduced  by  the  benefit  of  Arc 
into  the  pureft  and  higheft  fubftance.  Which 
name  of  Quinteffence,  fome  there  are  that  attribute 
unto  that  Tindture,  wherewith  perfedlions  are  worc 
to  be  made.  By  which  it  is  evident.  That  by  the 
name  of  Quintefftnee  is  alwaies  underftood  the  moft 
pure,  the  beft,  and  the  moft  powerful  part  of  a 
thing.  But  be  it  what  it  will  be,  ’tis  clear.  That 
Mercury  is  a  wonderful  fubjedt,  nor  is  to  be  coagu¬ 
lated  and  fixed  fo  eafily,  as  many  have  falfly  be¬ 
lieved,  and  tryed  the  contrary  to  their  great  lofs. 

Many  are  the  Coals  which  have  been  vainly  con- 
fumed  about  his  fixation ,  and  are  confumed ,  al¬ 
though  alwaies  in  vain  ;  my  felf  have  alfo,  though 
not  often,  handled  him  with  a  great  deal  of  tedi- 
oufnefs,  which  although  not  permanently  fixt,  yet 
obferving  therein  many  lingular  things,  of  which 
I  count  it  expedient  to  relate  fomething.  In  him 
is  a  moft  great  power  and  virtue ,  moft  friendly  to 
Metals  he  is  eafily  mixed  with  the  pureft  Metals, 
and  moft  difficultly  with  the  impure  -,  which  denotes 
him  to  be  of  a  moft  pure  nature :  And  now,  if  he 
come  to  be  fixed,  I  could  demonftrate,  if  need  were, 
by  indubitable  reafons,  that  a  thing  more  pure  than 
Gold  would  flow  therefrom.  It  alwaies  produceth 
fomething  as  often  as  it  is  added  to  Metals ,  and 
conftrained  to  undergo  fome  fire,  helping  them  evi¬ 
dently  ,  even  whilft  it  is  in  its  Volatility  *,  what 
then  would  it  do,  if  being  therewith  fixed,  it  were 
along  while  melted  with  them  in  the  Fire  ? 

This  I  add  for  the  better  Lights  fake. 

When  I  was  in  my  youthful  days,  and  faw  ma¬ 
ny  attempting  to  fix  Mercury  with  Gold  and  Silver, 
by  Araalgamation,Sublimation,  Coagulation,  Precipi¬ 
tation,  and  other  Labours  of  that  kind,  to  tranfmute 
it  into  Gold  and  Silver  *,  my  felf  alfo  attempted 
fomewhat  about  him,  by  the  advice  of  Paracelfus*^ 
Sayings,  That  in  Saturn  its  Coagulation  is  to  be 
found.  On  this  account  I  melted  in  a  little  Cru¬ 
cible  6  or  7  parts  of  Lead,  and  added  one  part  of 
Mercury  ;  this  I  put  into  another  Crucible  where  Ni¬ 
tre  did  flow,  that  it  might  be  covered  over  thereby  *, 
in  the  mean  while  I  melted  the  glafs  of  fi,  fbeing 
made  of  4  parts  of  Minium,  and  one  part  of  Flints ) 
in  a  greater  Crucible,  whereto  I  put  the  two  for¬ 
mer  Crucibles  heated  to  be  covered  by  the  glafs. 

'  Thefe 
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Thefe  three  I  again  funk  into  a  new  Crucible  flow¬ 
ing  with  the  glafs  of  T:  » thinking  that  I  Ihould  this 
way  keep  in  the  volatile  Gueft,  having  now  Ihut  ^p 
Mercury  info  many  walls,  I  put  him  to  the  fire,  in¬ 
tending  to  fix  him,  and  then  indeed  he  fuftained  it, 
not  being  able  to  break  through  i  but  increafing  my 
fire,  and  the  Glafs  melting  with  Nitre,  away  he 
goes  leaving  an  empty  neft,  and  left  ij’s  weight* 
whole  and  perfed,  which  having  examined,  it  yield¬ 
ed  a  grain  of  Silver  heavier  than  the,  common  > 
which  I  believed  to  be  Mercury  fixt  and  coagulated, 
but  reiterating  that  labour,  I  found  it  to  be  other- 
ways,  viti.  that  the  Mercury  was  not  it  felf  fixed, 
but  flown  away ,  but  yet  by  his  occult  power  pene-- 
trated  and  meliorated  the  lead,  that  it  afforded  a 
little  filver;  alfo  the  whole  mafsof  lead  was  here¬ 
by  made  black,  and  hardened  like  tin,  whereby  I 
perceived,  that  Mercury  being  a  pure,  meer  fiery 
fpirit,  is  moll  impatient  of  the  Fire,  and  cannot  be 
fixed  without  a  (^uintelTence. 

But  thus  much  indeed  it  can  do,  if  being  joined 
with  other  metals,  it  can  be  fo  long  held,  as  to  en¬ 
dure  the  Fire  *,  although  it  prefently  vanilheth  away, 
it  doth  in  a  manner  change  them ,  not  by  bette¬ 
ring  them,  but  llirring  them  up  by  its  penetration, 
that  they  may  mutually  ad  each  upon  the  other, 
and  receive  a  meliorating  faculty ,  although  with¬ 
out  any  great  profit,  as  far  as  I  know,  but  I  only 
intend  to  difcover  its  polfibility,  its  miraculous  and 
almoft  unfearchable  power ,  for  it  may  defervedly 
be  efteemed  a  Miracle  of  Nature.  It  is  a  meerin- 
vifible  Fire ;  albeit  fuch  as  are  ignorant  account  it 
cold,  and  by  Art  it  may  be  made  far  more  fiery  and 
volatile-,  which  I  fometimes  have  tryed,  where  be¬ 
ing  often  injefted  into  a  vehement  fire ,  again  and 
again,  and  received  in  Glalfes,  it  hath  elevated  it 
felf  without  any  fire,  and  gone  away  into  its  own' 
Chaos,  In  a  word,  many  men  have  accomplifhed 
prodigious  things  with  Mercury ,  but  all  of  them 
without  any  fruit  -,  of  which  more  Ihall  be  fpoken 
in  its  place. 


©econB  Eu!e> 

of  Jupiter  attJ  his  Nature, 

WHaifoeiier  thing  is  manifeji^  (^as  the  Body  of 
Jupiter  for  exam  fie')  the  fix  other  Corporeal 
Metals  are  therein  hidden  fpiritually ,  and  one  more 
profound  and  remote  than  a'ndther.  Jupiter  partakes  not 
of  the  quinte  fence  but  of  the  nature  of  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments^  therefore  his  fiuidity  is  manifefled  by  a  httle 
heat  of  the  Fire^  and  his  coagulatidn  in  like  fort  peri 
fetled  by  a  httle  cold^  and  hath  communion  with  the  refi 
(f  the  metalline  Fluxes. 

Whenfgre  by  how  much  one  thing  is  ih  nature  like  to 
another  by  fo  much  the  readier  is  it  united  there¬ 
unto^  if  they  mutually  touch  one  another  j  that  alfo  which 
is  nip^hy  is  more  efficacious  and  fenjible for  that  whtch 
is  af  ar  offi ,  doth  not  enforce  ,  nor  ts  that  which  is  re¬ 
mote  ^  how  great  foever  it  be,  much  feared..  Hence ’’t is 
that  heaven  is  not  defired^  becaufe  "^tis  far  dtfiant,  nor 
feen  by  any  one ;  neither  is  hell  feared,  becaufe  it  is  far 
cjf,  whofe  form  none  hath  known  and  feen,  nor  felt  the 
Torment,  and  therefore  ^tis  valued  as  nothing.  Thofe 
things  then  that  are  abfent,  are  little  regarded,  or  plain¬ 
ly  rejebled,  being  conjlituted  in  a  thicks  place ,  for  by 
the  property  of  the  place  every  thing  is  deteriorated  or 
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meliorated',  which  thing  may  be  proved  by  many  Ex¬ 
amples.  ^ 

By  how  much  therefore  Jupiter  is  farther  off  from 
o  and  2 ,  and  nigher  to  the  Sun  and  Moon,  by  fo  much 
the  more  Golden  or  Silver-like  is  he  in  his  own  body.^ 
and  feems  more  great,  potenf  pellucid,  jenjible^  more 
fair,^  pleafant^  notable,  palpable,  more  true  and  more  cer¬ 
tain  than  elongated,  or  at  a  diflance.  On  the  contrary', 
by  how  much  the  more  he  is  elongated,  by  fo  much  the 
more  vile  and  abjefi  he  is  in  the  matters  aforefaid  : 
for  things  prefent  are  alwaies  more  notable  than  thofe 
which  are  abfent :  by  how  much  any  thing  viji'jle  is  nea¬ 
rer,  by  fo  much  a  thing  invijiblc  is  more  remote.  There¬ 
fore  it  behoves  the  Alchymtfi  to  fiudy  how  he  may  place' 
Jupiter  in  a  fpirit ual  Arcanum  and  remote  place, in  which 
^^J'eSol  and  Luna  •,  and  that  he  may  take  Sol  and  Luna 
from  far,  and  bring  them  near,  into  a  place  where  Jupiter 

cxifieth  corporally,  fo  that  the  Sol  and  Luns.  may  alfo  be 

corporal  and  truly  prefent  before  his  eyes  in  the  Examen- 
For  there  are  Various  labours  and  modes  of  tr an f muting 
metals  from  their  imperfe£lion,into  a  perfebl  Bate, 

To  inix  one  with  another,  and  again  to  feparate  the  one 
from  the  other  pure  and  fincere,is  nothing  elfi  but  a  genuine 
permutation  made  by  the  labour  of  Alchy my.  Note,  that 
Jupiter  hath  much  Gold,  and  not  a  link  Silver.  Put  to 
him  Saturn  und  Luna,  and  the  Luna  will  he  augmented  by 
the  reff.  ^ 

(Blauh.J  Although  I  do  not  certainly  know  the 
reafon  why  Paracelfus  beginning  with  Mercury,  paf- 
feth  next  to  Jupiter  -,  neverthelefs  it  is  very  probable 
that  he  would  thereby  point  at  fome  Angular  Myfle- 
ry.  Here  he  repeateth  the  former  fentence ,  faying. 
Every  vifible  metal  hideth  in  it  felf  the  reft  hivifibly, 
from  which  if  we  would  reap  any  good,  their  invifi- 
ble  and  fpiritual  Gold  is  to  be  taken  and  brought  near^ 
or  to  be  vifible  -,  and  on  the  contrary,  the  vifible  to 
be  removed  afar  off  and  made  invilible.  But  how 
this  ought  to  be  done  he  doth  not  teach,  but  leaves 
the  Reader  to  fearch  it^out  in  his  feven  Canons  or 
Rules,  which  are  very  difficult  to  be  linderftood  not 
only  by  a  rude  Tyro,  but  even  by  one  well  exerci- 
fed  :  And  feeing  that  not  one  in  a  thoufand  unders 
ftands  them,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  Writings  have 
been  had  in  Contempt. 

Without  doubt  he.  aimed  at  our  good,  fuppofing 
he  had  written  very  clearly,  and  directed  his  fpeech 
ih  fuch  a  manner ,  as  if  he  had  to  do  with  one 
that  is  skilful  in  the  metalline  nature,  without  having 
any  refpeeft  to  the  common  blindnefs  and  ignorance, 
whereby  he  received  greht  thanks,  and  was  highly 
efteemed  of  by  all- 

But  what  (hall  we  fay  or  do  ?  ^Tis  bad  meeting 
with  wicked  proud  men,  as  thou  moft  clearly  wri- 
teft  5  yet  becaufe  the  hnexercifed,  if  they  have  even 
once  erred,  they  wrack  and  abufe  the  Writer  wfith 
meer  Handers ;  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  many 
defire  rather  to  be  filent,  and  leave  unto  fools  their 
own  toys  and  vanities:  But  the  Cafe  being  with 
more  accurate  examination  confidered,  it'feemeth 
evil  to  be  revenged  oh  the  Innocent  as  well  as  the 
Guilty. 

As  for  Tin,  If  thou  fearcheft  into  its  nature  and 
property,  it  is  a  pure  (compared  with  the  other  me¬ 
tals)  unripe  metal,  abounding  with  very  much  cora- 
buftible  Sulphur,  whereby  it  obtains  its  liquifadlioh 
and  corruption  in  the  fire :  which  being  removed 
(  and  it  may  be  done  with  a  gentle  fire )  it  lofeth 
its  metalline  fluidity,  and  very  much  refembles  un¬ 
melted  afhes,  whereto  if  you  add  another  fulphur, 
whereby  that  aflies  may  turn  into  a  metal  i  and  agaih 
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c;;;;;;;;;iritTn^ihcs,  thu  i?bo«r  umu  au 

fafi“y  gfe  forth  its  gold  =nd  filver  in  the  trial 
rim  abtC£(lien  )  Now,  m  the  being  mixt  with  Lead,  it 
caTfeth  a  S  in  a  ftrong  Fire,  and  getting  upper- 
Soft  turns  into  afhes,  that  is  to  be  imputed  to  the 

rmbuftible  fulphur,  whereby  it  fo  being  melted  with 
Gnkl  S  Ner,  Copper  and  Iron,  it  makes  them  brit- 
de  like  t^Glafs  ,  but  being  difpelled  of  that  Sul- 
T^hiir  by  roafting  or  calcining  by  Incineration  or 
^mentation,  or  any  other  way,  it  doth  not  any 
more  make  them  brittle  (which  thing  to  do  is  full 
of  difficulty)  but  is  melted  with  them,  and  molt  ea- 
lilv  feparated  with,Venus(lalt  CClj  fdjffernjlhe  know¬ 
ing  how  by  her  kind  and  flattering  words  to  per- 
fwade  the  two  old  men  h  and  ¥ ,  mutua  ly  to  a- 
bide  each  other  in  the  fire  •,  Gold  and  Silver  will 
alfo  do  the  fame  thing  *,  but  becaufe  they  are  pre* 
cious  and  eafily  flow  out  of  the  Crucible,  and  the 
Work  may  perilh,  it  is  fufficient  to  ufe  2  ? 
alfo  will  give  from  it  felf  its  own  hidden  Gold  and 
Silver  and  not  to  take  thefe  metals  which  are  pu¬ 
rified  with  great  labour,  and  drown  them  afrelh  in 
impure  metals,  and  deftroy  them.  ^ 

There  are  alfo  other  waies  of  purging  if  ,  from 
his  fuperfluous  fulphur,  'viz.,  a  Nitrous  fire-  If  fi¬ 
led  V,  being  mixt  with  Nitre, Su]phur;&  Sawduft,  be 
kindled,  part  of  the  tin  is  elevated  up  into  flores, and 
a  part  remains  reducible  in  a  ftrong  fire,  which  is  to 
be  fo  often  handled  the  aforefaid  way,  till  all  the 
fubftance  be  reduced  into  flores  and  aihes,  the  me- 
tallick  form  and  nature  being  moft  plainly  de¬ 
ft  royed  •,  after  this,  let  the  flores  be  gathered  out  of 
the  Receivers,  and  the  aflies  elixiviated  or  waflied, 
and  by  the  help  of  a  good  Flux  be  reduced  into  a 
metal,  which  is  to  be  again  filed,  fublimed ,  and 
burnt,  as  beforCi  until  all  the  1  in  remains  like  See* 
ria,  and  will  not  fubiUme  ^  which  being  melted  with 
Lead  and  feparated,  ( nilt  TBlcn  aiTlftlttitU  huD 
h£n)  thou  ffialt  find  gold  and  filver  Ihut  up  in  its 

bowels.  , ,  “  r  •  ^ 

Likewife  pour  fixed  Nitre  (the  liquor  of  it)  on 
the  filings  of  Tin,  digeft  it  its  time,  fupply  the  eva- 
porating  moifture  with  new  Liquor,  that  it  may  be 
alwaies  moift,  but  yet  let  it  not  be  too  wet,  but  like 
thick  water.  This  Liquor  diflblves  and  takes  away 
the  combuftible  fulphur  of  the  Tin,  pd  fixeth  that 
which  is  incombuft'ble,  and  makes  it  capable  of 
enduring  the  fire  ;  fo  that  being  melted  with  Lead, 
and  purged  (a£nfi£h£n  hnh  ahtcdhtn)  it  yields  its 
gold  and  filver. 

Another  reparation  is  thus  inftituted  ;  Reduce 
Tin  with  common  h  or  Regulus^  .5  j.  into  Glafs  or 
Amaufa,  which  keep  a  good  while  in  Flux  in  a 
ftrong  fire,  (forget  not  the  inceration  of  Nitre  or 
fait  of  Tartar )  by  which  labour  the  purer  parts  of 
the  V  being  gathered  together,  do  give  a  Regulns^ 
the  impurer  parts  feparating  themfelves  with  the 
Lead  and  Salt  into  Scoria,  the  Regnlm  being  purged 
(aiigtmfitn)  thou  ffialt  have  the  fixed  gold  and  fil- 
-  ver  in  the  Cupel. 

But  ’tis  to  be  known ,  that  thefe  Operations  may 
be  done  without  Copper,  but  yet  will  yield  more 
©  and  )  if  Copper  be  added  *,  not  only  for  that  the 
S  it  felf  gives  forth  its  0  and  ),  but  becaufe  Tin 
of  it  felf,  without  the  admixtion  of  2  ,  doth  not 
willingly  let  go  its  own  @  and  ) .  But  in  feeking 
of  flielter  amongft  its  own  2  ,  and  withdrawing  it 
felf  to  the  Scoria,  is  there  hidden  (the  Labour  be- 


Part  I. 


ing  finiffied)  the  Scoria  can  no  more  attraift  it  into 
it  felf. 

2  therefore  is  as  it  were  a  Receptacle ,  wherein 
the  Sun  and  Moon  collefted  and  feparated  out  of  the 
mafs,  can  defend  and  hide  it  felf,  and  is  by  Chy- 
mifts  called  a  Bath  or  Balneam. 

In  the  4th.  Chapter,  which  treats  of  2  5  a  more 
large  account  is  given  of  this  labour  of  metalline 
Glafs.  Moreover  gold  and  filver  may  be  feparated 
out  of  tin  in  this  wife. 

Melt  common  Lead  in  a  Teft  ( treffi  fchtrhtn )  un¬ 
der  a  Muffle  (tenmuffd  )  and  being  throughly  hot, 
call  in  a  little  V,  and  it  will  incontinently  have  In- 
grefs,  but  will  forthwith  afeend  and  kindle  like  bur« 
ning  fparks  and  go  into  affies  *,  which  muft  be  taken 
off  with  a  crooked  Inftrument ,  and  more  new 
Tin  put  in  *,  which  being  burnt,  let  it  be  taken  out. 
Repeat  this  labour  fo  long,  till  all  the  Lead  be  devou¬ 
red  as  it  were  by  the  Tin. 

Put  thefe  affies  on  a  Teft,  under  a  Muffle,  and  let 
them  be  yet  well  heated  by  the  fire  for  an  hour  ; 
fo  that  if  any  grains  of  h  remain,  they  may  be 
made  affies,  and  the  calcined  affies  of  the  tin  may 
be  the  better  fixed.  Reduce  thefe  affies,  and  ’twill 
become  a  metal,  which  let  be  again  made  affies  up¬ 
on  a  Teft  j  repeat  this  labour,  until  in  redudion  it 
refufeth  to  go  into  a  metal ,  but  remains  a  Scoria 
and  a  metal  deftroyed  j  which  put  into  an  excellent 
Crucible,  and  by  a  Flux  made  of  Tartar  and  Ni* 
tre,  let  it  melt  its  due  time,  and  the  fixed  Tin,  to¬ 
gether  with  part  of  the  Lead  ,  will  go  to  the  bot* 
tom  into  a  Regulus-,  which  being  waffied  (abptrftbcn) 
makes  manifeft  the  gold  and  filver  hid  in  the  Tin 
on  the  Teft.  This  Labour  is  neat,  eafie,  and  but  of 
fmall  charge,  efpecially  where  wood  and  coals  are 
cheap,  the  Scona ,  from  which  the  Regulus  is  fepa¬ 
rated,  is  not  to  be  thrown  away,  but  kept  for  other 
ufes,  of  which  we  ffiall  prefently  fpeak. 

Now  he  that  promifeth  Gain  unto  himfelf  from 
this  fmall  work  on  a  Teft,  is  deceived,  becaufe 
hereby  is  only  found  how  much  ©  and  >  is  con¬ 
tained  in  an  hundred  weight  ofV,  and  whatcofts 
are  expended  in  its  melting,  whereby  may  be  com¬ 
puted  what  gains  may  be  expefted  every  day,  nor  in¬ 
deed  is  this  work  ( thus  done  under  a  muffle  )  fo 
profitably  accompliffied,  as ’tis  in  greater  Furnaces, 
where  being  a  greater  heat  of  fire,  a  more  plentiful 
gain  is  promifed.  And  although  becaufe  of  many 
various  Imployments  my  felf  never  tryed,yetl  will 
briefly  delineate  and  deferibe  how  a  large  Return 
may  be  made,  according  to  Calculation,  computed  by 
a  fmaller  quantity. 

An  hundred  of  Tin  requires  10  or  12  C.  of  Ti  , 
(the  work  being -wifely  handled  j  the  price  of  the 
Lead,  ¥,  Coals  and  Labour,  being  fummedup,  and 
being  fubftrafted  from  the  ©,  there  feems  to" 
remain  but  a  very  little  to  defray  the  charges.  But 
if  you  look  thereinto  a  little  more  narrowly ,  you 
will  find  a  recompence  and  benefit  arifing  thence,not 
to  be  defpifed,  efpecially  if  you  ufe  Lead  impregnated 
with  >,  which  by  reafon  of  not  confidering  the  be¬ 
nefit  and  gain,  remains  unfeparated  therefrom.  Like¬ 
wife  you  may  ufe  a  golden  V ,  fuch  being  often  found 
as  contains  as  much  ©  as  the  V  cofts  j  and  you  may 
alfo  meet  with  Ti ,  which  contains  as  much  >  as 
the  Lead  is  worth,  but  not  feparated  by  the  Refiners, 
becaufe  they  are  ignorant  of  this  feparation,  which 
by  the  ufual  way  cannot  be  feparated  with  pro¬ 
fit  :  and  that  your  Labour  may  be  the  more  bene¬ 
ficial,  you  may  add  to  your  V  lome  golden  or  filver 
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Hones  and  minerals,  as  Marcafites,  5 ,  Arfenick,  Au- 
ripigment, Cobolt,  and  various  Pyrites  or  Kifij  (which 
becaufe  of  the  fmall  quantity  of  their  included  0,  are 
never  wont  to  be  melted)  &  let  them  ht  fcorified^vi]\\ch. 
yielding  alfo  their  gold  and  filverjdo  bring  in  a  greater 
pro6t  \  but  efpecially  if  thefe  Minerals  having  been  firft 
melted  with  Copper,  are  by  the  benefit  of  Iron  ( or 
melted  with  Iron)  brought  into  Regnlns^  and  their 
Gold  reduced  to  a  narrow  compafs,  which  Regulas 
being  thrown  into  the  Lead,  together  with  the  Tin, 
let  be  made  into  Scoria^  and  then  their  0  is  gotten 
without  much  charge,  and  is  depurated  by  the  Tin. 
But  now,  if  you  would  have  this  reparation  profi¬ 
table,  it  is  not  to  be  done  in  Crucibles,  but  in  well 
compad  Furnaces  or  Hearths,  whereon  the  bright 
flames  running,  let  your  metals  be  throughly  heat¬ 
ed  or  calcined,  and  your  Calcination,  Incineration, or 
Annihilation  being  accompliflied ,  let  Redudion  be 
made  in  an  acute  Furnace,  (im^ticljofen,)  of  which 
thing  my  time  permits  me  not  to  give  any  larger 
account  j  its  fufficient  to  have  experienced  the  truth 
thereof  in  a  lefler  quantity  ;  any  one  may  try  his 
.  fortune  in  Metallick  Operations. 

Now,  although  there  are  more  waies  of  feparating 
@and>  from  V,  yet  what  I  have  already  declared 
fcems  fufficient  for  this  time  •,  the  following  Chap¬ 
ters,  wherein  the  nature  of  the  other  metals  is  trea¬ 
ted  of,  will  manifeftly  open  what  I  have  decreed  to 
difeover  concerning  them- 


Of  Mars  anel  his  Property. 

THe  fix  hid  Metals  have  thraji  oat,  or  expelled  the 
/event h  from  them  ^  and  made  him  Corporeal^ 
leaving  unto  him  loveefi  Dignity,  and  itnpofing  on  him 
the  mo(t  thick^hardnefs  and  labour.  In  this  body  have 
they  manifefted  their  whole  firength ,  and  hardnefs  of 
Coagulation  to  be,  flatting  up,  or  keeping  inward,  their 
Colours  and  Nobility,  with  their  Fluidity.  '^Tis  hard 
and  full  of  Labour ,  to  make  a  Prince  or  King  of  a 
Peafant,  or  common  Fellow :  But  ^  by  his  Vertue,  ob-. 
tains  Honour,  and  gets  up  into  the  high  Throne  of  the 
King :  But  "^tts  expedient,  that  care  be  ufed,  leaf  ha- 
filly poflin?  forward ^  he  be  taken.  It  is  to  be  confi- 
dered  by  what  Art  c?  may  be  promoted  to  the  Throne  ■, 
but  the  0  and  ^  put  in  the  place  of  ^  with  Tj . 

<!5lauhd  We  are  come  now  to  Mars  in  order,  it 
being  the  sd.  according  to  the  Compute  alfo  of  the 
Altonomers,  defeending  from  above.  Now  Paracel- 
fas  doth  not  attribute  the  firft  place  to  V,  as  the 
Aftronomers  do,  but  to  5  and  haply,  not  without 
great  Caufe,  hinting  hereby  fome  lingular  thing. 
He  goes  on,  and  fays  Mars  is  rude,  ffiarp,  and  thick, 
becaufe  the  other  Metals  have  call  out  their  moft 
ignoble,  and  bafelt  part  upon  him,  which  thing  ex¬ 
perience  tellifies :  He  is  compofed  of  hard  knotty 
Timber,  and  hath  in  him  but  little  good  ;  he  is  lharp 
and  churlilh,  and  not  at  all  to  be  compared  to  gentle, 
tender,  and  noble  y  ;  but  if  he  be  once  freed  from 
his  knottinefs,  which  is  hard  to  do,  and  render’d 
traftable,  he  (hews  his  Virtue,  and  difeovers  him- 
felf  alfo  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  Royal  Blood.  Pa- 
raceljus  adds,  that  1^  can  take  away  his  knots,  and 
elevate  him  to  an  higher  degree,  although  the  Afl:ro= 
nomers  are  very  much  difpleas’d  with  the  Conjun- 
<Hion  of  thefe  two,  as  being  the  Author  of  all  evil, 
and  have  therefore  inferted  peace-making,  and  bef 


nign  Jupiter  in  the  middle.  Now  that  Lame  Saturn 
may  polifh  and  make  crabbed  d*  fmooth ,  Paracelfus 
tells  you  that  there’s  need  of  Caution,  left  by  over 
haftinefs,  he  bring  lofs  upon  himfelf.  He  ftoutly 
refills,  nor  doth  he  eafily  yield,  but  rather  bufily 
contrives  how  to  captivate*  and  deftroy  others ;  yet 
Paracelfus  mentions  its  .poffibility,  whofe  Reafons, 
Way,^  or  Manner ,  we  will  briefly  illuftrate.  h  in¬ 
deed  is  by  Birth,  fitted  to  waffi  the  other  imperfeifl: 
Metals,  and  to  purge  them  from  their  fuperfluous 
Sulphur ,  if  any  good  doth  accidentally  adhere  un¬ 
to  them,  but  knows  not  how  to  remove  their  radi¬ 
cal,  and  innate  Impurity  and  that  it  is  not  alone 
fufficient  for  this  thing  ,  the  trial  of  the  Teft  wit- 
nelfeth  for  although  you  add  Iron  to  ,  to  be 
feparated  upon  the  Cupel ;  (  Slfipljcu  Hatfen  )  yet 
hath  it  no  fincere  ingrefs  into  Tj  3  but  if  it.be  fo 
far  brought  by  great  labour ,  it  doth  not  remain , 
but  fpeedily  feparates  to  the  Superficies,  like  Sco¬ 
ria,  and  leaves  nothing  with  the  Lead ,  but  what 
was  accidentally  in  it,  himfelf  withdrawing  with  his 
whole  power,  and  native  goodnefs ;  Tin  alfo  doth 
the  fame  ;  but  Copper  albeit  it  fwims  not  upon 
the  Lead,  nor  goes  away,  yet  it  is  not  therewith  ra^ 
dically  joined ,  but  being  reduced  with  the  Lead, 
into  Liquable  Scoria,  defeends  into  the  porous  Afhes, 
of  which  we  have  accurately  treated  in  the  Fourth 
Part  of  our  Furnaces,  and  in  the  Appendix. 

Lead  is  not  therefore  the  true  walking  of  Me¬ 
tals,  but  that  it  may  fo  become ,  ’cis  clear  that  it 
muft  be  aptly  prepared  ;  and  if  you  do  more  exadl* 
ly  contemplate  on  the  thing,  you’ll  find  it  very  ra¬ 
tional  •,  for  by  what  means  can  h  the  (moft  liqua* 
ble  of  all  the  Metals,  freely  copulate  with  d,  which 
is  the  hardeft :  Indeed  ’tis  true,  that  they  enter 
each  into  the  other  by  mutual  fufion-,  but  ’tis  forced¬ 
ly  and  fuperficially,  not  radically  *,  as  if  one  boils 
Water,  mixt  with  Meal,  into  a  Pulfe^  the  Wa¬ 
ter  thickens,  the  Flour  moiften-s  ;  yet  neither 
entring  into  the  other ,  radically  ;  but  the  Water 
getting  into  the  Pores  of  the  Meal  ,  or  Flour, 
makes  it  Pap :  In  the  fame  manner  is  it  with  t? 
and  <?,  they  are  indeed  mixt ;  but  cannot  equally 
fuftain  the  violence  of  the  Fire,  c?  doth  not  al¬ 
ter  his  breeding  or  wit ;  but  in  the  melting  toge¬ 
ther,  remain  an  hard,  and  not  eafily  melted  Metal  5 
nor  is  the  humidity  and  liquability  of  the  Lead  here¬ 
by  correfted-,  for  although  they  are  become  one 
Mafs,  yet  each  keeps  his  old  Condition:  but  if 
they  are  fo  order’d,  that  both  of  them  may  under- 
goe  the  fame  Fire;  then  the  Iron  will  yield,  and  de¬ 
liver  his  Gold  unto  the  Lead,  and  his  warm  Vola¬ 
tile  Sulphur  maturates  the  Silver,  lying  hid  in  the 
Lead ;  exalts  it,  and  makes  it  corporeal,  that  each 
bellows  on  the  other ,  his  Goodnefs  and  Virtue  ; 
each  fupplies  the  others  defeds,  and  both  are  per- 
feded ;  for  although  hard  crabbed  ^  be  made 
flow  with  liquid  and  combuftible  Sulphur ,  or  ai 
Sulphureous  Mineral,  as  5  ,  Arfenick^,  or  Auripig- 
ment ;  yet  is  not  any  tranfmutation  made,  each  re¬ 
maining  in  his  own  Nature,  without  alteration  > 
as  2  being  reduced  into  Amalgama,  with  ®  or 
y ,  makes  no  folution,  only  adheres  unto  the  Gold, 
and  eafily  feparates  therefrom,  leaving  the  Gold 
to  himfelf :  But  if  any  one  know  how  to  conjoin, 

©  and  >  with  Mercury  radically,  they  would  not 
forfake  one  the  other  ;  but  would  perfed  them- 
felves  mutally  in  a  ftrong  Fire ;  fo  would  the  other 
Metals  too,  were  they  but  radically  commixt.  Some 
one  may  ask,  what  is  this  radical  or  fpiritual  Com* 
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•  •  c  Mpfcik  and  what  I  underlland  there- 
inixtion  of  the  Memls,  an 

by  ?  for  u  f-Yhey  freely  join  together,  and 

implanted  Love,  profpenty  and  adverfity  i 

foremam  equaly,endarjn_gpr^^^ 

and  neither  o  ^  Gates,  and  thick  Walls, 

that  they  penena^eth^  that  the  Volatile  exhales 

the  Fire :  that  which  is  liquable,  feparates 
!  what  is  illiquable  -,  thereby  penetrating 
?h  vTel!  leaving  behind’it,  the  more  fixt ,  or 

Upr  nart ,  in  the  form  of  Storia  :  But  thou 
demand  by  what  means  I  fpiritualize  the  Me- 
taY  and  radically  conjoin  them  i  what,  muft  they 
c  (C  hp  difTolved  in  fortis-)  or  other  corrofive 

fpfrits  ,  ari  be  dfftllled  by  an  AIM  ,^1 

£  may  become  Volatile  ?  No,  1  mean  not  any 
of  thh  •  this  kind  of  fpiritualization  is  a  meer  de- 
ceitful.’and  cheating  Labour,  hindering 
fands  which  otherwife  would  be  nigher  to  the 
Trnrh  •  All  the  Philofophers  diflwade  you  there- 

‘thft  von  do  not  torment  the  Metals  with 
ftarp’fpWts,  whereby  inftead  of  being 
they  are  corrupted  and  mortifyed  radically.  J  s 
Snefs  to  pour  more  Water  into  any  one  that  is 
r/ocated  with  W,ter,  thereby  »  «ftore  him  to 
T  ife  •  this  is  to  put  the  Bridle  on  the  Hone  s  Tail. 
N^’^cis  evident,  that  the  fuperhuity  in  imper^feft 
Metals  is  their  combuftible  and  corrofive  Sulphur  , 
^d  b/how  much,  the  more  iraperfedt  and  bale 
they  are,  fo  much  the  more  of  a  combuftible  Sul 
phur  do  they  polfefs  :  an  evident  Tcftimony,  of 
which  we  have  in  Iron,  or  e  ;  Tis  only  acid 
Sulphur  that  deprives  him  of  every  degree  of  dig¬ 
nity,  which  grofs,  acid ,  and  vitriolated  Sulphur 
did  he  not  fo  much  abound  withal,  he 
contrad  Ruft  fo  eafily  ;  and  by  the  attradive  Moi- 
fture  be  fo  foon  corrupted:  and  were  he  not  fb 
quickly  rufty,  he  would  be  put  to  better  ufes,  than 
now  he  is.  But  you  may  objeft,  that  you  cannot 
conceive,  how  he  can  have  fuch  a  corroive  u 
phur,  whence  fliould  it  happen  to  him  ,  tor  tne 
Mineral,  and  Stones,  whence  he  is  extrafted  ,  d 
not  appear  to  be  impregnated  with  mch  a  Si¬ 
phne  •,  whence  comes  it  therefore' to  be  m  him  ^ 
Befides,  if  the  Mineral  did  partake  of  fuch  a  Sul¬ 
phur,  furely  it  would  never  abide  a  Fire  lo  vio¬ 
lent,  but  it  would  be  driven  away. 

My  Friend,  thou  doft  not  at  all  underftand  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Metals,  and  for  what  end  it  was,  that  Nature 
left  fuch  a  Sulphur  in  Iron,  and  the  other  imperfect 
Metals ;  for  it  is  a  Nutriment  unto  their  better  Parts, 
being  like  an  Embryo,  and  as  it  were,  a  Covering  or 
a  Matrix  ,  in  which  a  noble  Child  is  maturated, 
and  is  (after  the  ripenefs  of  the  pure  Metal)  thence 
excluded.  For  Natures  intention  was  not,  that  Iron 
Ihould  be  but  Iron,  but  rather  Gold  *,  but  the  dig¬ 
ger  not  willing  to  wait  fo  long,  and  knowing  the 
manifold  ufes  of  Iron,  allows  not  time  for  it  t^o 
become  Gold,  juft  like  the Fiftier-man  (who catch¬ 
ing  a  very  fmall  Filh,  and  the  Fifii  defiring  to  re¬ 
turn  into  the  Water ,  until  being  grown  bigger, 
he  might  the  better  fill  the  Platter)  laid,  nay,  but 
I  will  hold  thee,  as  thou  art,  for  tis  uncertai^ 
whether  or  no,  being  grown  bigger,  thou  maylt 
then  be  found.  Juft  thus  doth  the  Miner  do,  he 
waits  not  the  Irons  becoming  Gold,  but  puts  it  to 

its  prefent  ufe.  .it 

’Tis  commonly  known,  that  there  is  abundance 
of  corrofive  Salt  therein,  which  is  not  combuftible 
in  melting  Fire,  neither  needs  it  any  further  de- 


monftration ;  it  having  been  alfo  treated  of  in  the 
Annotations  of  my  Appendix :  and  that  thou  mayftfee 
that  a  Metal  can  preferve,  and  keep  its  volatile 
combuftible  Sulphur  in  a  melting  Furnace,  I  will 
expound  it  fomewhat  clearer:  Gold  having  alrea_  y 
obtained  its  perfeflion  (it  being  a  mature  product; 
Nature  hath  feparated  this  combuftible  Sulphur, 
or  acid  volatile  Salt  therefrom  i  becaufe  it  needs 
\t  not  for  any  further  nutriment  neither  would 
it  hold  it,  if  it  Ihould  be  put  unto  it,  but  thrufts 
it  from  it  in  the  Fire,  and  hath  no  affinity  there¬ 
with,  as  the  other  imperfeeft.  Metals  have. 

Now  LK?7a  although  it  be  not  fo  compleatly  per- 
feft  as  Sol ;  yet ,  ’tis  more  perfed  than  the  o- 
thers,  and  hath  notwithftanding,  a  Commerce  with 
this  fulphureous  Salt*,  yea,  fo  as  to  hold  common 
Sulphur  a  very  long  while  in  a  great  heat ,  which 
we  fiiall  declare  anon  in  the  feparation  of  Metals ; 
and  if  >  f  which  is  alraoft  a  ripe  Metal )  doth 
thus ,  queftionlefs  the  other  more  imperfed  ones 
will  do  it  more  willingly ;  which  thing  ,  that  you 
may  be  the  more  allured  of,  incorporate  a  fulphu¬ 
reous  Salt  with  any  Metal ,  and  continue  it  in  a 
great  heat  and  after  a  few  hours  you  Ihall  fee 
.that  your  Metal  will  hold  that  Sulphur,  and  de¬ 
fend  it  againft  the  force  of  Fire^  but  if  a  Me» 
tal  be  in  fome  fort  freed  from  this  fulphureous  Salt 
by  a  melting  Fire,  it  doth  again  receive  and  hold, 
it  *,  Will  it  not  therefore  hold  its  own,  wherein  it 
was  born  and  from  whence  it  came  forth.  excells 
them  all  as  to  this,  being  not  only  a  friend  to_  ful¬ 
phureous  and  corrofive  Salts ,  but  alfo  to  Vrinous 
which  (when  it  cannot  have  acid  falts)  it  doth  by  a 
magnetick  power  attrad  and  defend  thefe  in  thefire. 
For  example  ;  mix  the  filings  of  (J  with  Nitre  and 
fait  of  Tartar ,  and  thefe  falts,  in  a  melting  Fire, 
will  be  fixed  with  j ,  and  refifts  the  Fire.  Which 
thing  is  moft  worthy  obfervation,  and  by  no  means 
to  be  negleded. 

But  to  return  to  my  former  purpofe  of  demonltra- 
ting,  that  Imperfed  Metals  are  not  only,  not  bettered 
by  corrofive  falts  and  fpirits,  but  are  rather  corrup¬ 
ted  :  Daily  experience  doth  prove  it  before  the  eyes, 
that  all  fuch  as  have  ufed  corrofive  fpirits  in  their 
bettering  of  metals,  have  done  no  good  at  all  there¬ 
with  but  have,  to  their  hurt,  loft  both  their  time  and 
labour :  whereas  thofe  that  have  ufed  other  men. 
firmms  that  are  not  corrofive,  have  profited  more 
therefrom, and  have  feen  mpre  than  they  have  fought ; 
fuch  as  thofe  are  in  a  way  tending  to  diflblve  metals 
without  corrofivesj  to  make  them  fpiritual,  andra- 

dically  to  unite  them,  that  they  may  mutually  ad  iif, 

and  fuftain  or  undergo  the  Fire  alike, and  may  co-o¬ 
perate  to  purity  and  perfedion  ,  and  may 
themfelves.  Spirit ualiz.at ion  more  mall  be 

fpoken  in  the  Sixth  Chapter,  where  Paracelfus  alfo 
treats  thereof.  This  therefore  do  I  affirm  of  ^ ,  that 
he  muft  be  handled  with  fuch  menfiruums  as  are  not 
only  not  corrofive,  but  contrary  to  Corrofives  ,  and 
fuch  as  mollify  and  feparate  thofe  Corrofives  which 
the  Metals  hold  in  fufion,  that  fo  for  the  timeto  come 
they  may  attrad  no  more  any  moifture,  and  thereby 
contradRuft,  and  be  corrupted;  but  may  be  rather 
able  to  preferve  and  defend  themfelves  againft  Corro¬ 
fives  and  combuftible  Sulphur.  But  let  none  think, 
that  being  by  this  Antidote  freed  from  its  thick, 
earthy,  and  combuftible,  and  corrofive  fulphur ,  will 
be  wholly  turned  into  @,  for  ’tis  the  fraalleft  part 
of  c?  that  is  good ;  by  how  much  the  ®  is  more  no* 
ble  than  common  by  fo  much  is  the  from 
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whence  the  Sol  is  feparated  more  vild  than  other 
Iron,  and  the  remainder  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  moll 
vild  Earth  or  Scoria^  void  of  all  metallick  fufion- 
The  milk  of  a  Cow  or  another  Animal?  if  nnmixt 
with  water ,  is  good  milk  ;  but  yet  ’tis  far  inferiour 
in  goodnefs  to  pure, good}  well- wrought  Butter  ;  and 
by  how  much  milk  is  more  vild  than  butter?  by  fo 
much  is  the  whey  and  acid  milk  from  whence  the 
Cream  is  feparated  ?  more  vild  than  that  which^  is 
fweet  and  abounds  with  Cream-  If  generous  wine 
be  fpoiled  of  its  fpirit  moft  fweetand  moftexcellent?by 
the  benefit  of  Deftillation,  one  part  of  that  is  better 
than  12  parts  of  wine  out  of  which  it  was  extradt- 
ed  ^  the  remainder  cannot  be  wine  any  more ,  but 
is  much  inferiour  to  good  wine?  as  wine  is  to  the 
fpirit. 

The  like  is  it  with  Metals,  which  being  depri¬ 
ved  of  their  foul,  whereby  they  obtained  a  metallick 
form?they  can  no  more  be  malleable  Metals.  There¬ 
fore  ’tis  good  to  confider  whether  or  no  in  the  fe- 
paration  of  ©  out  of  the  Imperfedf  metals,  it  will 
be  anfwerable  ( in  value  )  to  the  metal,  and  other 
Expences  neceffary  about  extradting  it ;  but  now?  if 
you  know  how  to  apply  the  refidue  of  the  Metal  to 
other  uf^s,  you  may  with  the  more  confidence  at¬ 
tempt  the  feparation.  But  to  return  to  the  words  of 
Paracelfus^  I  will  fhew  how  c?  may,  through  i^’s 
help?  arrive  to  a  Kingly  dignity.  I  have  before 
faid,  that  there  is  no  familiarity  between  the  moft 
fufile  and  moft  hard  metal?  but  the  one  will  be  gone 
away  in  fume  before  the  other  will  melt,  and  that 
we  cannot  want  h  in  the  feparation  of  ^  but  how  it 
is  to  be  handled,  I  will  briefly  explain- 

Saturn  of  himfelf  is  liquable  and  volatile,  but  yet 
can  be  made  illiquable  and  fixt  without  detriment  of 
the  Radical  Moifture  or  Metallick  Nature  ^  fo  as  to 
undergo  the  fame  Fire  with  d*,  and  being  brought 
to  this  pafs ,  it  is  then  fit  for  the  feparation  of  . 
’Tis  many  waies  made  illiquable  )  but 

the  belt  way  is  by  fixed  Salts,  of  a  contrary  nature  to 
the  fuperfiuous  Sulphur  inc?  ,and  excellently  well  fepa¬ 
rated  from  the  ReguU  made  of  (?  j  for  Nitre  and 
Salt  of  Tartar  do  not  only  harden  hj'but  unite  other 
metals  with  him?  making  them  fpiritual ,  and  moft 
like  to  tranfparent ,  foluble  Glafs,  the  which  having 
fuftained  the  Fire  their  proper  time?  the  Agent  be¬ 
ing  taken  away,  and  the  Patient  fufficiently  purged, 
the  pureft  part  of  the  Metals,  thus  fpiritually  mixt 
together,  doth  by  the  force  of  Tj  feparate  from  the 
other  unprofitable  part.  The  Regulus  is  purged  ea- 
fily,  fo  that  there’s  no  need  of  feparating  the  whole 
Mafs  by  precipitation  and  reducing  it  into  ReguU  •, 
but  h  ?  by  his  innate  force,  doth  in  its  due  time  fi- 
ni(h  the  feparation  or  precipitation  of  the  pure  from 
the  impure,  of  metals  thus  fpiritually  comraixt  and 
united.  This  is  enough  fpoken  concerning  the  way 
of  feparating  gold  out  of  J,  by  h?  Wx,.  being 
firft  fixed  by  falts,  and  made  hard  to  melt,  fo  as 
to  endure  the  fame  force  of  Fire  with  <J,  or  other- 
wife  ’twill  be  impofiible  to  have  any  thing  from  ^ 
by  the  ufual  way  of  the  Refiners  ?  by  the  help  of 
fcorifying  with  h  (mi't  anftelien)  and  feparation 
(ahtrci'bcn)  which  even  as  ¥  alfo  doth  not  ftay  with 
common  Lead  in  a  ftrong  fire?  but  feparate  themfelves 
and  go  into  Scoria  ;  the  which  we  have  alfo  hinted 
in  the  Firft  Part  of  this  little  Book?  whereto  we  re- 
ferr  the  Reader.  This  feparation  of  0  out  of  i , 
may  be  done  with  Regulus  oi  5  and  Nitre,  and  in 
fome  manner  better  than  with  common  Lead ,  but 
that  I  do  not  deliver  the  whole  Procefs  from  top 


to  bottom,  let  no  body  wonder  thereat?  for  then  the. 
Book  would  grow  to  too  great  a  bulk,  and  1  fhould 
not  receive  any  reward  the  more  from  the  Unthank¬ 
ful  :  Let  it  fuffice,  that  I  have  declared  the  manner 
and  the  Species  wherewith  ’tis  to  be  done  ;  for  ’tis 
for  the  fake  of  fuch  Chymifts  as  are  moft  expert  in 
the  Fire  and  Metalline  Works  that!  write?  and  not 
for  the  common  Deftillers  of  Waters.  And  as 
touching  what  may  tend  to  illuftrate  what  is  faid,  it 
fhall  be  fupplyed  with  fome  Procefles  at  the  end  of 
the  feven  Rules. 

Whereas  I  have  attributed  to  $  in  the  Firft  Part 
of  thisvTreatife  and  elfewhere,  that  he  doth  not 
only  unwillingly  deliver  his  own  gold  ?  but  alfo  if 
any  be  either  accidentally,  or  of  fet  purpofe,  added 
thereto?  he  fwallows  it  up  and  hides  it,  and  will  not 
reftore  it  without  detriment  and  lofs.  Some  body 
may  admire  how  it’s  poflible  for  to  be  done  fo  eafily 
by  “h  and  Salts ;  let  him  know  that  this  Extradion 
of  @  out  of  is  not  any  the  common  Examen  or 
Trial,  (abtL*£i'bm,J  but  a  true  and  Philofophical  fepa¬ 
ration  wherewith  $  being  well  dilToI- 

ved,  is  moft  throughly  feparated  from  his  thick  and 
hard  body,  concerning  which,  I  never  met  with  any 
full  pregnant  Procelles  any  where.  And  albeit  that  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  many?  yea  moft  that  read,  will 
not  have  any  higher  thought  or  confideration ,  yet 
I  fay  that  there  is  fomething  elfe  hereunder ;  and 
do  believe,  that  it  is  to  be  elteemed  far  more  ex¬ 
cellent  than  Sol  it  felf ;  which  that  thou  maift  not 
over-much  trouble  thy  head  about.  I  will  not  be 
Ihy  in  communicating  it  alfo  unto  thee.  viz,.  Out  of 
Iron  is  prepared  a  Salt  without  any  corrofive,  which 
is  able  to  extrad  the  foul  from  Gold?  that  it  will 
remain  half  dead.  But  S  will  be  impregnated  as 
it  were  divinely,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  give  forth  a 
golden  Child  :  the  ^  debilitated  Gold  will  recover  its 
loft  Colour  and  Virtue  by  2  and  5.  Other  Philo- 
fophers  have  likewife  made  mention  hereof,  that 
d'  will  not  fpare  even  the  King,  out  of  whofe  bowels 
he  will  fteal  Treafures,  and  will  not  blufh  to  adorn 
himfelf  with  the  fame.  Concerning  which  Secret  the 
moft  famous  Sandivovo  wrote  on  this  wife.  “  The 
“  Chymifts  know  how  to  change  Iron  into  Copper  or 
“  2 ,  without  the  Sun :  They  likewife  know  how  to 
“make  5  out  of  ¥  :  Others  there  are  that  can  make 
“  >  out  of  ;  but  if  they  knew  how  to  adminifter 
“  the  Solar  Nature  to  thefe  mutations,  queftionlefs 
“  they  would  find  a  thing  more  precious  than  any 
“  Treafure.  On  which  account  I  fay,  that  we  muft 
‘‘  not  be  ignorant  of  what  metals  are  to  be  conjoined 
‘‘one  with  the  other,  and  whofe  nature  of  them 
“  correfponds  to  Nature.  There  is  therefore  given 
“  one  metal,  which  hath  a  power  to  confume  the 
“  other  metals,  for  it  is  as  it  were  almoft  their  was 
“  ter  and  their  mother  j  one  thing  there  is  that  on- 
‘‘  ly  refills  it,  and  is  bettered  thereby,  viz.,  the  burnt- 
“  dum  Radicals  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  j  but  that  I 
‘‘  may  difeover  it?  ’tis  called  Chalybs. 

Thus  you  fee,  that  from  d  alfo  fome  good  is  to 
be  gotten,  although  all  fpeak  ill  of  him  ^  and  in¬ 
deed  he  is  wicked  if  he  gets  polfeffion  :  Nor  will  he 
fpare  the  higheft  Powers?  from  whom  he  will  forci¬ 
bly  wreft  their  hidden  T reafures,  but  yet  by  Com¬ 
merce  with  2  he  will  again  repay  it  in  time  to  be 
diftributed  amongft  the  fubjeds  j  although  the  king 
being  robb’d  of  his  goods?  looks  pale  upon  it,  yet  he . 
lays  not  down  his  Life  ?  and  he  remaining  alive, 
there  is  no  caufe  of  complaining,  for  as  long  as  the 
Riches  are  not  exported ,  but  remain  in  the  King- 
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dom  dillributed  amongft  the  ^bjefts,  he  is  ^ble  to 
receive  his  former  majefty  and  fplendor  from  his  Re¬ 
venues,  and  to  gather  new  Riches,  and  prefervehis 

kinslv  disnity  whole  and  found. 

^  HpL  I  forefee  that  our  common  Know-littles,  in 
the  Ikht  orNamre,  wiU  traduce  me,  as  if  lenter- 
Siet  Saldtvoxo>s  Chalybs  to  be  comtnon  d  ,  and  fay 
that’tis  not  to  be  underftood  according  to  the  Letter, 
buf  the  Author  would  hint  fomewhat  elfe  there- 
bv  •  but  ’tis  no  matter,  what  I  have  written,  I  have 
written,  and  that  not  without  caufe.  1  am  not  igno¬ 
rant,  that  he  means  not  common  Iron  no  more  than  I, 
but  his  inmoft  Magnetick  force  and  power,  or  el- 
fence,  prepared  without  corrofive,  and  known  to  few, 
which  doth  moft  greedily  extraft  and  tranlmute  the 
foul  of  Gold  above  all  other  things.  And  herewith 
we  will  reft  and  ceafe* 


The  Third  Tan  of 


etc 

Of  the  Nature  of  2. 

\H  Bother  Six  Metals  have  in  «  framed  all  their 
colours,  and  the  medium  of  their  Flux  (with  in- 
cmflancy')  into  an  External  body.  It  would  be  there¬ 
fore  profitable  to  hint  to  theunderfiandinghyfome  exam- 
pies,  by  what  means  the  viftble  may  by  the  benefit  of 
Fire  be  made  invifble,  and  this  agatn  made  vtfible  and 
material.  jdH  combufiible  things  may  naturally  be  chan- 
fed  in  tk  Fire,  out  of  one  form  into  another,  as  into  a 
Coal,  Soot,  Jfhes,GlaJs,  Colours,  Stones,  Earth,  but  the 
Earth  is  reduced  into  fundry  metalhck.,  bodies  ;  and  tf  a 
metal  combuft  or  corrupted  with  old  age,  is  thereby  be^ 
come  unmalleable,jharp,  and  brittle,  let  n  well  flow ,  and 
^twill  afain  become  malleable. 

'  (Blauha  Although  that  2  being  malleable  more 
than  all  the  metals,  in  and  out  of  the  Fire,  is  fit  for 
all  Operations,  yet  even  this  is  not  void  of  a  corn- 
buftible  fulphur,  but  is  radically  polluted  therewith, 
fo  that  it  will  moft  eafily,  of  it  felf,  without  addi¬ 
tion  of  any  other  fulphur,  be  reduced  into  Scona, 
and  be  corrupted,  which  corruption  is  occafioned 
by  the  muchnefs  of  its  combuftible  fulphur  j  GoW 
and  Silver  being  void  of  that  Sulphur,  are  not  fub- 
ieft  to  deftrudtion.  So  that,  although  they  undergo 
the  Fire  a  moft  long  feafon ,  yet  go  they  not  into 
Scoria  like  the  other  imperfeft  bodies ;  and  for  the 
reducing  of  them  into  alhes ,  combuftible  fulphur 
muft  be  added  ^  whereas  the  imperfed  metals  too 
much  abounding  with  the  fame,  are  changed  by  a 
moft  light  heat  into  Alhes,  Powder,  or  5w^^,which 
Scoriah  are  melted  into  either  tranfparentordarkifli 
tinded  Glafs,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  metal ; 
which  Glaffes  may  be  melted  into  malleable  Metal, 
and  again  into  Alhes  and  Glals ,  as  you  pleafe,  but 
alwaies  with  fome  lofs,  by  reafon  of  fome  combuft 
parts  irreducible  into  metal,  the  metal  aifo  remain¬ 
ing,  as  it  was  at  firft,  without  being  any  thing  bet¬ 
tered. 

He  who  knows  how  to  melt  Metals  into^  pellucid 
Glafs,  by  the  addition  not  of  metallick  things,  but 
of  fuch  things  as  have  affinity  with  the  metals ,  as 
Salts,  Sand,  or  Stones,  ffiall  in  reducing  them ,  al¬ 
waies  find  his  metal  better  th^  it  was  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  ;  And  that  the  Reader,  for  whofe  fake  I  have 
written  thefe  things,  may  the  more  throughly  un- 
derftand  my  mind,  I  will  explain  it  fomewhat  more 
clearly.  Taracelfus  hath  above  affirmed,  That  eve¬ 


ry  vifible  metal  is  an  hider  of  the  other  metals  ly¬ 
ing  hid  invifibly  therein ,  and  that  the  hider  is  to 
be  removed,  if  you  would  that  thofe  vifible  metals 
become  vifible  and  corporeal,  which  being  moft 
truly  fpoken,  I  know  not  what  light  it  may  be  il- 
luftrated  withal.  The  words  alfo  are  fuccind  and 
eafie  to  be  underftood,  yet  no  body  believes  them  j 
There’s  fcarce  one  amongft  an  hundred  that  con¬ 
ceives  what  they  tend  unto.  Metals  cannot  be  chan^ 
ged  without  putting  off  their  metalline  form  *,  for  if  you 
keep  them  along  time  in  Flux ,  by  tbemfelves,  or 
joined  with  others,  if  they  remain  in  their  Corpora- 
lity,  they  cannot  help  each  the  other,  but  being  de- 
ftroyed  either  by  themfelves,  or  joined  with  other 
Metals,  and  nouriffied  in  the  fire  their  due  time,  it 
cannot  otherwife  be,  but  that  they  Ihould  be  bet¬ 
tered,  for  fo  long  as  it  retains  its  metalline  form,  it 
cannot  be  holpen.  ’Tis  necellary  that  a  hard  body 
be  broken  and  annihilated,  before  there  can  be  made 
a  feparation  of  the  pure  from  the  impure- 
But  this  is  to  be  done  by  a  genuine  Chymical 
manner,  and  they  are  to  be  difiblved  and  through¬ 
ly  opened,  with  things  of  affinity  with  them,  where¬ 
by  the  purer  parts  may  be  united,  and  the  more  grofs 
may  be  feparated.  If  a  metal  be  forced  with  a  moft 
vehement  Fire,  its  parts  do  firmly  hold  together  ; 
for  if  it  be  fixt,  then  the  parts  abide  in  the  Fire ; 
but  if  volatile,  then  the  parts  thereof  fly  away  to¬ 
gether,  their  natural  bond  holds  them  together,  de¬ 
fending  them  againft  the  Fires  power,  but  diflblve 
their  bond,  and  then  they  are  compelled  to  fubmit  to 
F'ulcan^s  Force  and  Empire,  and  will  let  you  make  of 
them  what  you  pleafe-  It  may  well  lhame  the  Chy- 
mifts  to  work  fo  difagreeably  with  Nature ,  and 
may  well  learn  by  the  Husbandman’s  labours  to  fend 
for  Nature’s  help.  The  Husbandman  therefore, 
when  he  fows  his  feed,  to  have  a  good  Crop  there¬ 
from,  he  cafts  not  his  grain  upon  any  fort  of  earth, 
without  confideration,  but  chufeth  fuch  earth  for 
each  proper  feed,  as  being  well  dung’d,  may  fuit 
beft  therewith,  and  in  a  convenient  feafon  fows  his 
grain,  that  it,  being  putrefied  and  annihilated,  may  be 
multiplied,  he  leaves  it  to  the  warmth  of  the  Sun, 
and  to  the  vivifying  Rain  to  concod  and  maturateltj 
well  knowing,  that  without  precedent  putrefaction 
and  lofs  of  its  form,  it  cannot  be  multiplied.  He 
likewife  knows ,  that  when  it  hath  arrived  to  its  ma¬ 
turity  it  muft  not  be  left  in  the  Field,  but  muft  be 
reaped ,  and  then  the  better  and  more  heavy  part  is 
to  be  fanned  and  feparated  from  the  lighter  and  wor- 
fer  part,  viz.,  the  Chaff ;  the  which  operation  is, 
by  Experience  and  long  life,  known  to  be  good  and 
needful.  This  Procefs  muft  a  Chymift  obferve,  for 
one  Metal  may  be  made  the  field  of  another,  wherein 
putrefying,  it  may  get  it  felf  a  new  body ,  which 
being  done,  he  muft  likewife  know  how  to  feparate 
the  new  body  from  the  f<eces,  from  which  ’tis  ga¬ 
thered  and  made  j  and  how  to  fan  F' dean  like  the  beft 
and  moft  ponderous,  from  the  lighteft,  for  both  of 
them  will  be  made  better  by  the  foregoing  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  the  annihilation  of  the  bodies.  When  a 
Country-woman  intends  to  feparate  the  better  part 
of  the  Milk  from  the  more  grofs  and  cheefy  part, 
ftie  puts  it  in  a  quiet  warm  place,  that  the  beft 
part  may  rife  up,  and  the  worft  part  go  down  i  the 
which  being  as  yet  not  fufficiently  purified,  ftie  adds 
her  art,  and  puts  it  into  a  Churn ,  and  doth  fo  long 
ftir  or  agitate  it  until  another  feparation  be  made 
of  the  pure  from  the  impure,  which  \nq  czW  Butter 
which  notwithftanding ,  had  it  lain  never  fo  long 
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by  it  felf)  had  never  come  to  have  been  Butter,with- 
out  the  Hand  and  Art  of  the  Country-woman-  Who 
would  believe  that  in  Milk  there  lies  Butter,  if  he 
did  not  daily  fee  it  ?  This  reparation  of  the  But¬ 
ter  from  the  waterifhnefs,  proceeds  from  the  quick 
ftaking  and  agitation,  whereby  the  Milk  heats  i  and 
if  it  doth  not  fadge,  then  do  they  put  thereto  fome 
warmmoifture,  which  uniting  it  felf  with  the  moi- 
fture  of  the  Milk  promotes  a  reparation ,  for  heat 
alone  is  the  meer  caule  of  haftening  the  feparas 
tion.  This  now  may  feem  a  grofs  Example  to  the 
Ignorant,  but  let  none  imagine  that  this  reparation 
of  the  Butter  from  the  Milk  is  alledged  in  vain, 
but  rather  to  /how  the  way  how  out  of  imperfecfl; 
Minerals  the  golden  and  filver  milk  or  part,  is  to  be 
feparated  by  the  acccfs  or  addition  of  a  warm  Mi¬ 
neral  water,  and  by  the  Fires  agitation :  Even  as  warm 
Water  helps  the  inoifture  of  the  Milk,  that  fo  it  doth 
the  eafier  feparate  its  own  heterogeneous  Butter  (  and 
yet  the  way  of  feparating  the  Butter  from  the  Milk, 

I  without  agitation,  by  the  alFulion  of  a  warm  thing 
and  codtion,  is  not  unknown ;)  fo  alfo  the  Metals  are 
!  feparated ,  if  they  are  along  time  boiled  with  their 
f  own  Water- 

Now,  becaufe  of  themfelves  they  are  compad  bo¬ 
dies,  if  you  keep  them  in  Flux  a  long  feafon,  they 
remain  compad,  and  are  not  able  by  their  own  po¬ 
wer  to  Ihew  forth  their  Good  or  Evil,  nor  make  it 
appear,  whether  or  no  they  contain  Gold  or  Silver : 
They  are  to  be  a  long  time  boil’d  with  Water,  that 
being  difperfed,  they  may  be  tranllated  out  of  their 
metalline  nature,  and  the  pure  f  by  the  agitation  of 
the  Fire)  may  be  feparated  from  the  impure  ;  which 
purer  part  of  the  metal  doth  not  fwim  at  the  top,  like 
Butter,  but  fettles  to  the  bottom  like  a  Regulus^  after 
the  metallick  manner,  and  all  being  cool,  it  mull  be 
i  feparated  from  the  Scoria,  and  in  a  Cupel  be  walhed 
to  the  utmoft  purity  (afiffrtrfelien). 

But  now  ’tis  worth  the  while  to  know  what  Water 
this  is  which  is  fit  for  this  Work,  and  makes  a  fepara- 
tion  of  metals  5  for  feeing  that  it  mull  have  power 
to  dilTolve^  metals,  it’s  expedient  that  it  be  a  friend 
unto  them,  and  of  the  fame  kin,  or  ( that  I  may 
i  fpeak  clearer )  ’tis  fit  that  it  be  their  dilTolver  and 
examinator  ;  and  this  old  Saturn  hath  power  to  do, 
out  of  which  it  may  with  fmall  cofts  and  labour  be 
prepared  ^  but  the  common  Saturn,  although  it  be 
called  the  Water  of  Metals  by  all  the  Philofophers 
(  but  in  the  ufual  walking  in  the  Cupels  ’tis  not  found 
I  fo  to  be)  yet  as  long  as  it  remains  in  a  compad  me¬ 
talline  form,  ’tis  unfit  for  this  thing ;  let  him  firll  be 
made  Water  himfelf  before  he  reduceth  the  metals 
into  water  j  which  work  is  ealie,  of  fmall  coft,  and  of 
a  few  hours  labour,  and  it  goes  into  Water,  and  the 
Metals  are  thereby  walht.  Of  which  more  lhall  be 
ftid  in  the  following  Chapter  of  T? ,  and  elfewhere- 
This  alfo  is  to  be  noted.  That  if  Copper  being  dilfob 
ved  with  the  Water  of  Lead,  be  digefted  its  proper 
time,  the  moifture  dries,  and  the  metal  is  harden¬ 
ed,  and  returns  into  a  metallick  body;  therefore 
the  Solution  is  to  be  kept  alwaies  liquid  by  the  afiulion 
or  pouring  on  of  new  water,  left  the  mutual  adion  be 
hindered,  which  the  Philofophers  call  Incineration :  j 
Which  bemg  negleded,  all  the  Work  doth  not  pre- 
lently  perim,  but  there  remains  moft  elegant  Amaufa, 
and  tinged  Glals,  which  Ihines  among  the  Copper,  gis 
ving  out  from  it  felf  a  Blood-red  Colour,  wherewith 
not  only^  wooden  Velfels  may  be  adorned,  but  alfo 
Glafs^Painters  may  ufe  it ;  of  which  red  Glafs  there 
hath  been  fome  found  mold  Churches ;  but’twas  be¬ 


lieved  that  the  Art  was  throughly  loft  ;  but  this  came 
not  by  chance  without  doubt,  but  was  purpofely  coni 
cealed  by  thofe  whofe  pradifing  hereabouts  did  per¬ 
ceive  a  better  thing  to  lie  under  it  •,  for  the  red 
maufum  or  Glafs ,  being  burnt  its  proper  time  with 
a  ftrong  fire,  gives  a  Regulus  yielding  in  the  Leaden 
walhing  ( im  alittfi&m  )  good  Silver.  But  if  you 
^  ® better  not  to  make  the  red 

Amaufum  or  Glafs  at  all,  but  to  keep  on  with  Ince- 
ration,  that  it  may  not  come  to  be  red,  but  may  re¬ 
main  a  pellucid  and  green  Glafs,  even  until  2  be 
well  walht. 

Moreover  this  is  to  be  noted ,  That  2  and  the 
other  metals  are  not  only  reducible  into  foluble 
and  infoluble  Glafs,  by  this  Saturnine  Water,  but  the 
fame  is  to  be  done  by  the  addition  of  clean  Flints 
and  Salts,  by  which  they  are  made  much  fairer  than 
thole  done  with  1,  *  but  in  the  feparation  (^rlp- 
rungh)  they  are  vilder,  becaufe  the  DilTolvent  is  not 
fo  metalline,  and  after  purgation ,  they  do  "not  fo 
ealily  give  their  Regulus  as  thofe  that  are  done  with 
the^  Water  of  h  -  There’s  alfo  another  way,  by 
which  the  fuperfiuous  burning  fulphur  of  2  may  be 
walhed,  and  Ihe  cleanfed  without  the  water  of  ij  or 
of  the  Flints,  viz^.  with  Salt-Petre.  If  2  or  any 
other  imperfed  metal  be  often  mixt  therewith  and 
burnt,  the  purer  parts  come  together,  and  the  com- 
buftible  parts  come  together,  and  the  combuftible 
fulphur  feparates  in  the  form  of  Scoria.  To  conclude 
This  feparation  and  walhing  may  be  done  by  the  help 
of  other  fixed  Salts,  but  none  fo  good  as  the  Water 
of  i, .  Now  let  the  Reader  know,  that  thofe  things 
fpoken  in  a  rude  ftile,  concerning  2 ,  want  not  their 
weight,  even  as  the  following  Chapters  will  openly 
declare- 


jTiftj)  laute.  , 

Of  the  Nature  and  Virtue  of  Saturn.' 

Hus  freaks  S2it\}rn  of  himfelf:  The  other  Six  Plai 
-I-  nets  have  excluded  and  thrufi  me  out,  who  am  theit 
Examinator^  from  the  fpiritiial  Ctty^  afigning  me  an 
habitation  with  a  corruptible  body  ;  for  what  they  neither 
are,  nor  will  he^  I  am  conflrained  to  be  :  My  fix  Bre¬ 
thren  are  Spiritual,  wherefore  as  often  as  lam  in  the  fire, 
they  pafs  through  my  body,  and  both  I  and  they  perijh  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Fire,  the  two  befir  excepted,  ®  and  >,  who 
are  mofl  neatly  and  purely  Wajht  in  my  waters,  and  wax 
proud.  My  Spirit  is  Water,  foftning  the  hard  bodies  of 
my  Brethren-,  but  my  body  is  addiSled  to  the  Earth, 
whatsoever  I  lay  hold  on,  is  alfo  made  like  the  Earth  ; 
and  IS  converted  into  one  body.  It  would  not  be  good  that 
the  World  Jhould  bpow  what  is  in  me,  or  what  1  could  do  ; 
it  would  be  better  did  they  but  know  how  to  get  that  thing 
which  is  mine,  and  is  in  my  faculty,  they  would  lay  afide 
all  other  Arts  of  Alchymy  ,  and  handle  this  thing  only, 
which  I  am  able  to  perfeSl.  The  Stone  of  Coldnefs  is  in 
me  ;  this  is  the  W ater  by  which  I  caufe  the  Spirits  of  the 
fix  other  Metals  to  con?^eal  into  the  Corporeity  of  the 
Seventh,  that  is  to  promote®  with  ).  Antimony  is 
twofold,  the  one  fort  is  the  common  blacky  5  ^  wherewith 
®  being  mixt  and  melted,  is  purged-,  this  is  ofnearefi 
kin  to  Lead  ;  the  other  is  white  Magnefia,  Bifmuthj 
and nearefi  toTin  -  being  mixt  with  the  other  5 ,  it  en- 
creafeth  > . 

Here  we  have  mention  made  of  Saturn, 
from  whence  the  Bath  (fpoken  of  afore)  for  2  and 

Mm2  the 


The  Third  Part  of 


_ 

common  and  5  both  ^ 

'*i,Xndi«g  ?««'/“' to  hint  atfome  other 
'w^  here!  fpeaking  of  the  tranfmutation  of  h 
with® other  metals,  aiming  (as  1  conicfturO 
Tt  an  nniverfal  as  a  particular  tranfmutation  of  Me- 
fairby  Saturn.  Now  Saturn  alfo,  as  he  is  the  wa= 
ter  and  walliing  of  other  metals,  fo  ™y  he  him 
felf  be  wallied  with  Salts,  which,  as  I  lhall  anon  de- 

‘"'“Bu’/let  no  body  wonder  that  I  fpeak  no  larger  of 
the  nature  Md  virtue  of  Saturn,  whom  I  fet  to  high 

ment  oned,  Ld  after  this  will  be  i  fo’tis  not  fit  fo 

E  to  repeat  the  fame  thing,  Chapter  illu- 
ftratgs  another.  See  fuch  other  fmall  Trafts  as  1 
have  written  of  Saturn,  and  compare  them  well  to¬ 
gether,  and  without  doubt  you  will  perceive  my 
Sieanina  That  which  P-tracelfui  adds  concerniiig 
the  difference  of  5  is  plain  enough,  and  wants  no  il- 
luliratioii  i  for  common  Lead  and  5  (although  much 
dfeing  in  the  diverlity  of  Sulphurs)  was  by  the 
puUphers  called  Black  Lead.  Bifmuth,alhy  Lead, 
and  Tin,  among  the  ancient  Metallurgifts,  is  white 
lead  1  whkh  appellations  we  lhall  leave  to  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  fay  no  mote  thereof. 


Part  I. 


dje  SiMlj  Kult. 

of  the  Mooil,  dni/  her  Nature  and  Property- 


IF  anyone  ooes  about  to  reduce  >  into  t,  er  d,'  tt  md  he 
at iffimlt  as  to  make  >  (Mhireat  profit)  oat  of  5, 
%  i  t  or  \i  But  ’til  not  expedient  to  rnakt  title 
thinpoat  ofgmd,  hat  to  make  precious  things  out  of 

h a fe  and  ah'] things.  ,  wy  •  j 

'^Tis  alfo  fit  to  know  of  what  matter  the  Moon  is  and 
whence  '^Hsnfen  •,  he  that  is  ignorant  of  this^  wiUpndu 
jmpoffihle  to  make  Luna. 

Quell;.  What  therefore  is  Luna  ? 

Anfw.  ts  the  feventh  external-yCorporealjmatertal, 

of  the  Six  metals  therein  hidden  •,  for  alwaies  rf 
hath  been  'very  often  faid)  the  Seventh  hath  the  other  Six 
fpiritiially  hidden  within  it  felf-.,  neither  alfo  can  thefe 
fix  he  without  an  external,  material  metal  ^  nor  can  any 
corporeal  Metal  be  without  the  fixfpiritual  ones  and  their 
E (fence.  Jfycu  melt  the  feven  Corporeal  Metals^  it  doth 
nothing  as  to  making  ©  :  after  mixtion^each  as  its  na¬ 
ture  is  remains  fixt  in  the  fire^  or  volatile.  For  example, 
mix  as  well  as  you  can  5  y  V  ,T2 ,  ,  $ ,  ®  and  > ,  it  will 

not  therefore  follow,  that  the  ®  and  >  will  tranfmute 
the  other  five,  that  they  become  0  and  >  :  Although  they 
are  blown  tomher  into  onemafis,  yet  each  remains  in  its 
ownfi(ate,x\L.  if  you  take  of  the  corporeal  mixtion  ^  for 

tranfmutation  confifis  in  the  fpiritual  mixtion  and  union 

of  Metals,  becanfe  Spirits  admit  of  no  jeparation  and 

riortification.  ,  ,  i  -  ■?, 

Although  you  kill  the  Body  an  hundred  times, yet  will 
they  alwaies  have  another  Body  more  noble  than  the  fori 
mer.  And  this  is  the  promotion  of  Metals  from  one 


mortif  cation  into  another  *,  that  iSj  from  a  more  ignoble 
degree  to  a  higher,  that  is  Luna,  and  from  a  better  to  the 
befi,  that  is  Sol ;  a  moB  illuJhioHs  and  royal  Met  ah, 

"^tis  alfo  true,  and  alwaies  will  be,  which  hath  been  often 
fpoken  of  before,  that  alwaies  the  fix  metals  generate  the 
feventh,  and  deliver  it  from  themfelves  into  a  palpable  and 
vifible  fubfiance. 

Queft.  Now,  then  if  it  befo,  that  the  Luna,  or  any 
other  metal,  is  alwaies  caujed  and  produced  from  the  other 
fix.  What  therefore  is  its  Property  and  Nature  ?  I  an- 
fwer,  Out  of  (?,  2,  '^,and  0,  no  other  metal 

can  he  made,  but  >  j  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  as  to  the  other 
fix  metalsy  each  are  indued  with  two  good  virtues,  which 
in  all  make  Twelve:  thefe  virtues  are  the  Siheriffi  or 
Lunar  Spirit y  which  in  brief  underfiand  thus  •,  Silver  is 
compounded  into  a  corporeal  Metaly  out  of  the  fix  Spiri¬ 
tual  Metals,  and  their  Properties,  in  number  twelve,  and 
is  likened  to  the  feven  Planets,  and  the  twelve  Ccelefiial 
Signs  ;  for  the  >  hath  from  5  the  Planet,  and  xg,  and 
K,  ^  bright  white  flux  andfplendor  ,  5?,  s»,  ;  alfo  > 

hath  from  ,  and  y,  a  white  colour,  a  great  con  fan¬ 
cy  again fi  the  fire  and  fixation,  V,  c?,  y  j  from  <y,  S 
and  T,  it  hath  hardnefs,  and  a  good  clangour  or  founds 
S,  ®,  'y'  ;  from  2,  n,  it  hath  the  means  of  Coagula¬ 
tion  and  Malleability,  2,  E,  tt  ',from  hath 

a  fixt  body  with  heavinefs  and  gravity,  ,  vy,ni  ;  frons 
®,  if  hath  afincere  purity,  and  a  great  confiancyy 

againjt  the  violency  of  the  fire,  0,  . 

Thus  is  briefly  explained  what  is  the  exaltation  and 
caufe  of  the  fpirit  and  body  of  Silver,  with  its  own  com¬ 
pound  Nature  and  Ejfcnee. 

It  mufi  alfo  he  known  what  matter  the  metallick  fpi¬ 
rit  s  do  take  in  their  firfi  Nativity,  when  they  are  car¬ 
ried  down  into  the  Earth  from  the  Coetefiial  Infiucnces,\iz. 
a  Vile  Dirt  or  Stone  ,  whic'h  the  Mine-digger  by  breaking 
the  body  of  the  metal,  deflroys  and  burns  in  the  firCj  m 
which  mortification  the  metalline  fpirit  affumes  another 
body,  notfryabie,  but  pure  and  malleable.  Then  the  Al- 
chyn,  if  coming,  deflroys  this  metalline  body,  kills  and  pre¬ 
pares  it  by  Arty  but  that  met allick^corporeal  Spirit  makes 
apparently  confpicuous,  another  more  noble,  and  much  more 
perfebl  bodyy  whether  it  be  the  Sun  or  Moon  ;  then  both 
the  metalUck^Spirit  and  Body  being  perfeSlly  united,  are 
free  and  fafe  from  Corruption  by  the  Element  of 
Fire. 


(Klaub-]  Paracelfus  in  this  Sixth  Chapter  repeats 
the  words  which  have  been  oftentimes  afore  mentio¬ 
ned, That  every  vifible  metal  is  an  hiderofthe 
other  metals  which  lie  fpiritually  hid  within  if,  with¬ 
al  teaching»  that  it  is  impoflible  for  corporeal  me¬ 
tals,  although  melted  together  never  fo  long,  to  be 
meliorated,  unlefs  they  are  firft  made  fpiritual; 
which  I  have  oftentimes  demonftrated  and  fliewed 
to  be  the  very  Truth,  and  the  right  way  to  Tranfmu¬ 
tation. 

But  he  doth  not  in  exprefs  words  teach  the  way 
by  which  they  may  be  made  and  rendered  Spiri¬ 
tual  ;  nor  is  it  convenient  to  chew  a  Morfel,  and 
thruft  it  into  the  mouths  of  the  Ignorant. 

Now  I  fay,  that  as  touching  the  fpiritualizing  of 
Metals,  Paracelfus  doth  not  advife  that  Metals  be  dif- 
folvedin  corrofive  Spirits, &:  digefted  Scdeftilled  over 
the  Helm  with  its  by  often  Cohobations.  The  Spiri¬ 
tualization  which  he  mentions  here, 'is  not  to  be  done 
with  Corrqfives,  for  they  are  rather  corrupted  by 
them  than  perfeded,  neither  in  Glafles,  but  in  Cruci* 
bles,  and  that  in  a  few  hours,  without  'Corrofives, 
whereby  they  are  fo  depurated,  and  as  it  were  pou- 
dded,  that,  they  are  tranfparent  in  and  out  of  the 
fire ,  and  diflblvable  in  any  water.  This  is  a  true 

Soi- 
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the  Mineral  IVorJ^. 


fpiritualization  of  metals,  and  gainful  if  it  hath  the 
faid  Properties  :  ’Tis  otherwife  called  by  thePhilo- 
fophers ,  the  firft  matter  of  Metals,  and  at  this  time 
known  but  to  few. 

Our  Laborators  now  adays  know  not  any  metailick 
fpiritSj  but  fuch,  as  by  the  help  of  peregrine  and 
noxious  things,  they  drive  over  by  an  Alembick  or 
Retort  •,  but  Experience  tefl;ifies,that  thefe  are  wholly 
ufelefs  and  unprofitable  for  Melioration.  And  al¬ 
though  the  ancient  Philofophers  write ,  Make  the 
fixt  volatile,  and  the  volatile  fixt,  yet  they  mean  not 
that  the  metals  fhould  be  deftilled.  Which  fublimation 
or  deftillation  they  did  not  meddle  with,  but  all  their 
metailick  labours,  as  Solution^  Patrefadion,  DefiillOti-, 
0»,  Sublimation^  Calcination^  Inceration^  Cohobatton^znd 
Fixation  were  done  in  one  earthen  veflel,  without 
'Corrofives ;  nor  did  they  weary  themfelves  with 
thofe  ridiculous  labours  that  are  done  by  the  means 
of  Glares.  But  of  this  more  in  another  place- 

Now  read  diligently  over  and  over  again  what  Pn- 
racelfis  writes  at  the  end  of  the  Chapter,  and  it  will 
appear,  that  he  fpeaks  of  fufion,  and  not  deftillati¬ 
on  in  Glafles  •,  where  he  Ihews ,  that  a  metailick 
fpirit  at  its  firft  defcending  from  the  ftars  into  the 
earth,  hath  a  moft  vile  form,  like  a  ftone,  o.r  dirt, 
which  the  digger  of  it  melts  with  a  ftrong  fire,  where¬ 
by  it  gets  a  better  form ,  and  becomes  a  malleable 
metal.  And  here  he  is  at  a  Hand,  and  cannot  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther.  Now,  faith  Paracelfus,  the  Al- 
chymift  comes  and  takes  this  metal,  and  by  his  Art 
deftroies  the  metailick  body,  killing  and  preparing 
it ;  and  by  his  labour  it  afliiraes  a  more  noble  and 
fixt  body,  called  (becaufe  of  its  maturity)  Gold  or 
Silver.  The  ) ,  although  it  be  more  pure  and  excel» 
lent  than  5,  <?,  V,and  yet  having  not  arrived  to 
maturity,  it  is  (in  comparifon  of  the  ®)  like  a  flower, 
which  is  more  excellent  than  the  herb,  but  inferiour 
to  the  feed,  which  is  the  moft  perfeiCt  part  of  the  fame. 
And,  as  in  Vegetables  the  flowers  are  indued  with  a 
more  elegant  colour  than  either  the  feed  or  fruit :  So 
alfo  is  the  )  more  abounding  with  Tinfture  than 
the  O ;  which  I  have  very  often  tried ,  and  could 
demonftrate  by  many  Examples ;  contrariwife,altho’ 
the  flower  be,  as  to  the  form,  colour  and  odour, 
above  the  feed,  yet  in  goodnefs  and  durability  it  is 
much  inferiour  •,  for  the  flower  at  an  approaching 
cold  falls  away  ^  but  the  feed  endures,  and  if  it  be 
helped,  it  produceth  a  new  herb,  flowers,  and  feed, 
by  which  its  fpecies  are  conferved  and  propagated. 
And  as  in  Vegetables  the  herb  is  the  greateft  part, 
the  flowers  lefs,  and  the  feeds  leaft ,  fo  in  Minerals 
is  the  like  order  moft  fitly  obferved:  for  fliould  Na¬ 
ture  produce  only  Flowers  and  Seeds  with  the  Herb, 
whence  would  there  be  Grafs  for  Beafts ,  whereby 
they  might  fill  their  Bellies,  and  fo  yield  dung  for 
the  Country-man  to  dung  his  ground  withal,  that  it 
might  produce  a  new  Crop  of  Herbs-  Without  doubt 
there’s  more  Tincfture  hidden  in  >  than  in  ©,  the 
inmoft  part  of  which  is  a  meer  rednefs ;  but  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  ©  is  a  moft  fixt  and  fplendid  Sky-colour,  which 
is  to  be  well  obferved.  As  for  the  other  Properties 
of  >,  which  are  moft  frequently  known,  ’tis  need» 
lefs  to  mention  them ;  as  to  purity  and  fixation ,  ’tis 
neareft  to®,  and  therefore  in  metailick  things  ’tis 
to  be  likened  to  a  Flower  ;  ’Tis  plainly  void  of 
combuftible  and  preying  Sulphur  ;  but  being  not  as 
yet  arrived  and  condoded  to  perfedion,  it  is  a  moft 
fuitable  Vehicle  to  extrad  ©  out  of  volatile  and 
unripe  Marcafites,  and  other  auriferous  Minerals, 
and  to  make  it  corporeal.  Concerning  which  1  have 


formerly  written ,  and  will  write  more  hereafter - 


Cf)e  ^EUentf)  Eule> 

Of  the  Sun  ,  its  Nature  and  Property. 

Corporeal  ©  is  the  feioenth  Metal  of  the  fix  fpiritual 
ones  j  in  it  felf  it  is  a  meer  Fire  ;  but  the  Reajon  of 
its  being  outwardly  of  an  elegant ^  yellow t  vijible^  fenfible-, 
ponderous^  cold  and  malleable  body-)  is^  becaufe  it  hath  in 
it  the  coagulation  of  the  other  fix  metals^  whereby  ’’tis 
compell'd  into  a  vifible  body.  And  as  to  its  being  melted 
with  Elemental  fire.,  ^tis  from  hence.,  becaufe  it  hath  a, 
fluidity  of  Mercury,'^,  and  zs,  fpiritually  hidden  in  it 
felf-.,  the  which  is  alfo  outwardly  evident.,  becaufe  it  is 
mofi  eafily  mixt  with  the  0,  and  detained  by  him. 

And  whereas  after  melting,  it  grows  hard  by  the  Cold, 
viz-  is  coagulated,  and  grows  fiijf,  that  comes  from  the 
other  five  metals,  V,  f?,  <?,  2,  ^  j  in  thefe  five  me~ 

tals  the  Cold  dwells  and  bears  fway,  and  therefore  ®  ean~ 
not  be  fluid  out  of  the  fire,  becaufe  of  Cold.  Nor  can  2 
with  his  heat,  nature,  and  fluidity  help  him  againf  the  five 
cold  metals,  for  its  heat  fufficeth  not  to  keep  the  ©  in  perpe^ 
tual  flux-tfo  that  it  is  enforced  to  obey  the  other  metals  ra¬ 
ther  than  one  only,  ^,who  (as  to  coagulation  of  metals') 
hath  nothing  to  do,  its  Property  being  to  make  liquid, 
and  not  hard  '■  It  is  the  workjof  heat  and  life  to  make  li¬ 
quid,  but  coldis  the  caufe  of  hardnefs,  fitffnefs,  arid  un- 
movable ,  being  theref&re  likened  to  Death- 

For  Example,  if  you  would  reduce  the  fix  cold  metalsto 
fluidity, whether  it  be  ,<i  ,'h  ,y,®  ,it  is  to  be  done  by 

the  heat  of  the  fire,  for  metals  are  not  melted  with  cold 
Snow  or  ice,  but  are  hardened  thereby-  Now,  ajfoon  as 
they  are  melted  by  the  fire,  and  that  the  heat  ceafeth,  the 
cold  rujheth  in,  whereby  the  metal  ftands  flilfgrows  fiijf, 
dies,  and  remains  immovable.  And  becaufe  that  5  ii 
alwaies  fluid  and  living,  tell  me,  I  pray,  whether  or  no  fuch 
a  thing  proceeds  from  heat  or  cold  I  Some  or  other  may 
fay,  it  is  becaufe  of  its  cold  and  moifi  nature,  arid  that  it  is 
living  becaufe  of  Cold  but  whoever  faith  thus,  and  be¬ 
lieves  thus,  is  ignwant  of  Nature,  and  deceived  and  fe- 
duced  with  the  vulgar,  whofe  belief  of  any  thing  is  out  of 
the  riffht  way,^  amifs,&  are  therefore  to  be  avoided  and 
jhafid  by  him  that  would  truly  kpow  •  for  2  is  not  living, 
by  reafonof  cold,  but  becaufe  of  its  heat  and  fiery  nature, 
as  all  things  elfe  live  becaufe  of  heat,  for  heat  is  the  caufe 
of  life,  and  cold  the  caufe  of  death. 

But  that®  is  in  it  felf  a  meer  Fire,  not  alive  in¬ 
deed,  but  hard,  fiiewing  its  fiery  heat  only  outwardly,  as 
yellow  mixt  with  red,  and  the  other  five  metals,  are  cold, 
viz-  c?,  h ,  9,  und  )  ,gi'vitig  their  virtues  to  the  ®,’ 
viz.  according  to  their  frigidity  a  body,  by  th(ir  fire 
colours,  by  their  ficcity  hardnefs,  by  their  moifi ure  weight 
or  heavinefs ,  by  their  refplendancy  found-,  and  that  it 
is  not  combufiible,  and  to  be  defiroyed  by  the  Element  of 
Terrefirial  Fire,  that  is  by  reafon  of  its  fixednefs.  Fire 
doth  not  burn  Fire,  nor  defiroy  it,  but  Fire  joined  to  Fire 
becomes  the  greater  and  more  powerful  in  firength.  The 
Coelefiial  fire  defcending  from  the  ©  upon  Terrefirials,  is 
not  fuch  afire  as  is  in  Heaven,  nor  fuch  as  our  fire  is  on 
Earth  but  with  us  the  C  celestial  fire  is  cold,  a  rigid  and 
congealed  fire  j  and  this  is  the  body  of  Gold,  and  there¬ 
fore  we  cannot  tame  or  mafier  ®  tpith  our  fire,  we  can  on¬ 
ly  di  vide  it  and  melt  it,  as  the  fun  dijfolves  and  melts 

fnow,  congealed  ice  and  water.  Wherefore  it  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  for  one  fire  to  defiroy  another,  becaufe  ®  it  felf  is 
fire,  and  in  Heaven  it  is  rejolved,  but  with  us  it  is  coagu-. 
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Gold  is  in  a  threefold  Hate  with  itsEITence. 


I.'  TheCoelfp^^ 

2  The  Blemental 

o*  The  ^^etallick^ 


Refolved. 

Li<]uid. 

Corporeal, 


mjt  cEnti  Of  ttjc  EulejJ» 


1X7  E  are  now  come  to  ©,  a  kingly  and 
W  moll  excellent  Metal,  the  which  Pa- 
racelfus  compares  to  a  meer  abfolute  Firej  and  fo 
’tis  found  to  be,  if  it  be  feparated  into  parts  i  tis 
likewife  endued  with  a  feed-like  nature,  more  hot 
than  the  Herb  it  felf  or  the  Flower-  But  to  what 
end  fhould  we  write  of  bettering  it,  when  as  it  needs 
it  not,  being  already  conftituted  in  the  highefl:  de-- 
gree  of  perfection,  and  Nature  not  being  able  to  pro¬ 
mote  it  to  an  higher  degree  :  Now  then  if  it  be  to 
be  made  better,  ’tis  behoveful  to  make  it  Medicine, 
for  never  was  a  more  excellent  metal  than  it  feen-  An 
Herb  planted  in  a  fruitful  foil,  and  brought  to  its 
perfection  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  the  feed  be' 
ingripe,  it  remains  not  in  the  fame  form,  but  wi¬ 
thers,  and  the  feed  falls  away  *,  but  if  it  be  feafonably 
gathered,  it  lafts  a  long  while,  and  may,  at  your  plea- 
fure,  be  put  into  the  Earth,  foy  the  production  of 
new  Herbs  of  its  kind ;  or  elfe  it  may  be  ufed  for  the 
health  of  Mankind,  having  no  other  notable  Ufe  be- 
fides.  In  like  manner  ,  Gold  having  arrived  to  its 
perfedion,  if  it  be  to  be  farther  advanced,  it  muft  be 
made  Medicine,  or  be  put  upon  the  Metallick  Earth, 
as  Seed  is  on  the  Common  Earth  ;  where  putrefying 
or  augmenting,  or-  growing,  it  may  exhibit  and  pro¬ 
duce  a  metalline  OfF-fpring-  Every  body  knows 
that  a  good  Medicine  may  be  thence  made,  and  that 
various  waies,  but  few  know  the  manner  how  9  but 
that  ’tis  able  ( like  the  Vegetable  feed )  to  make  En- 
creafe  out  of  the  imperfeCt  metals  (  being  its  own 
Earth )  Paracelfus  teacheth  in  this  place,  and  many 
Philofophers  witnefs  the  fame ,  which  is  not  only 
true  in  a  particular  melioration ,  where  by  attract¬ 
ing  its  like  out  of  the  imperfeCt  metals,  it  is  encrea- 
fed  ;  but  ’tis  alfo  to  be  believed  as  true,  that  from 
it  may  be  feparated ,  by  the  induftry  of  a  skilful  me^ 
tallickPhilofopher,its  inraoll  Vegetative  power  and 
pureft  portion  ( all  its  husks,  or  outfide,  wherewith 
’tis  cloathed,  being  laid  afide)  and  may  thereby  be 
palted  to  a  more  than  pcrfed  eftate,  although  ’tis 
incredible  to  many,  yet  ’tis  not  in  the  leaft  to  be 
doubted  of,  except  we  would  make  all  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  to  be  Lyers, 

As  for  my  felf,  although  I  never  fet  my  hand  to  lo 
hard  a  Task,  yet  I  believe  and  affirm  it  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  things,  as  having  evidently  obferved  by 
my  other  metallick  Labours,  that  this  Medicine  is  in 
the  poffibility  of  Art  9  the  which  I  will  alfo  in  due 
time  fet  upon,  if  God  give  Life  and  Leifure.  What 
the  other  properties  of  ©  are,  and  by  what  means 
good  Medicines  may  be  prepared  therefrom,  I  have 
fpoken  thereof  in  many  places  of  my  writings,  and  in 
Its  proper  place  more  alfo  lhall  be  fpoken-  And 
here  we  reft  and  conclude  this  little  Book  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Seven  Metals. 


m^t  notfitnsp  iniiatm 

Eternal  City  of  all  things  (there’s  an  Eternal 
place  in  a^  things')  without  time^  without  begin¬ 
nings  and  without  end ,  is  every  where  ejjetitially,  Jt 
operates  in  that  wherein  is  no  hopeSy  and  that  which  is 
accounted  impoffible^  unexpebledj  incredible,  and  plainly . 
deplorable,  will  be  true  even  to  admiration, 

(Blauh.H  Paracelfus  having  finilhed  his  Seven  Rules 
of  the  Properties  of  Metals,  begins  after  a  fort ,  to 
repeat  and  illuftrate  his  fentiment  or  opinion,  com¬ 
forting  the  Operator,  left  happily  he  fhould  be  dif- 
couraged,  if  his  affairs  do  not  prefently  meet  with 
good  fuccefs ;  but  let  him  ingenioufly  proceed,  be- 
caufe  Nature  makes  nothing  in  vain  ;  that  which  is 
leaft  of  all  believed,  comes  moft  of  all  to  pafs  ^  his 
words  are  clear  enough  of  themfelves. 

Item»  Hote  now  fame  things  on  Argent  Vive.' 

Whatfoever  whitens  is  of  the  Nature  of  Life,  and  of 
the  Property  and  Virtue  of  Light,  which  caufeth  and 
makes  Life.  The  Fire  with  its  heat  gives  birth  to 
this  motion.  And  whatfoever  blackens,  is  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Death,  of  the  Property  and  Virtue  of  Darknefs, 
(  having  the  efficacy  and  forcg  thereof )  which  caufeth 
Death  ;  to  the  which  hardening  or  induration  the  Earth 
with  its  Cold  is  the  coagulation  and  fixation.  The 
Houfe  is  alwaies  dead^  but  the  Inhabitant  is  a  living 
Fire :  If  thou  hafi  found  out  the  true  Vfe  of  Exam¬ 
ples,  thou  hafi  overcome, 

(0lauib*3  Paracelfus  fpeaking  here  of  Mercury, 
mentions  Fire ,  which  by  its  heat  is  the  caufe  of 
Light  and  Life ,  but  that  which  blackens ,  is  the 
caufe  „ of  Death ;  where  making  as  it  were  apaufe 
or  ftand,  he  adds  theft  pregnant  words. 

Sacrifee  the  fat  Vervein  (or  Sulphur  eight  lots 
of  Salt  Nitre^  four  lots  of  Sulphur ^  two  lots  of  Tartar ^ 
mix  them,  and  let  them  flow. 

(Blauh.j  Here  begin  the  Complaints  of  the  Al- 
chymifts,  becauft  Paracelfus  writing  of  fo  good  a 
matter,  doth  fo  fuddenly  break  off,  adding  fuch  a 
Receipt,  as  in  their  judgment  hath  no  affinity  with 
Mercury,  but  is  to  him  as  a  thorn  in  a  man’s  eye.This 
powder  indeed  is  a  good  fufile  powder,  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  fuch  metals  as  are  otherwife  hard  to 
melt  i  but  in  this  place  ’tis  meerly  vain  and  need- 
lefs,  becauft  5  by  his  innate  fiery  power  and  heat, 
doth  alwaies  flow  ;  wherefore  we  want  not  this  Flux 
for  hlm.Had  he  written  in  this  place,  how  he  (viz,. 
2 )  is  to  be  coagulated  and  fixed ,  we  would  moft 
willingly  have  heard  him,  and  as  willingly  have  been 
content  that  he  had  kept  his  fluxing  powder  to  him- 
ftlf. 

Such  as  theft  ought  to  blame  themfelves  and  not 
Paracelfus,^  that  wilh’d  well  unto  them.  The  words 
which  went  juft  before,  may  excufe  him  *,  for  he  faid, 
that  GOD  and  Nature  made  nothing  in  vain  where¬ 
by  he  intimates ,  that  this  powder  is  not  fo  ftranges 
ly  to  be  look’d  on ,  as  if  it  did  not  pertain  to  5 , 
who  is  more  than  enough  fufile  already,  and  wants 
it  not-  Nor  was  this  mentioned  to  vex  the  Al- 
chymift  no,  Paracelfus  knew  this  nimble  fufile 
powder,  and  its  operations  upon  the  metals,  better 
than  he  that  complains  thereof,  (’tis  of  incredible 
benefit  in  the  metals,  did  any  one  know  how  to  ufe 
it)  and  he  placed  it  here,  that  we  might  perfect¬ 
ly  learn  its  higheft  force  and  efficacy  upon  the  me¬ 
tals-, 
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tals ;  the  which  thing  his  foregoing  words  do  alfo 
admonifh  us  of  :  It  operates  beyond  hope ,  that 
which  is  judged  impoflible  is  uneypedtedj  incredible, 
'  and  defperate ,  will  prove  true  to  admiration. 
Wherefore,  think  you,  would  he  have  added  this  fire 
had  it  not  been  needful  in  this  place  }  doubtlefs  he 
knew  how  to  burn  the  wings  of  2 ,  and  thereby  to 
flay  his  flight.  And  although  I  know  not  how  to 
.  fix^  2  herewith,  yet  have  I  experienced  wonderous 
things  as  well  in  the  metals  as  5,  for  if  the  metals, 
efpecially  g ,  be  Philofophically  joined  herewith,  fub-^ 
limed  and  deftilled,  they  afford  wonderful  Mn- 
firuams. 

It’s  alfo  here  ftid ,  Sacrifice  the  fat  Vervein  (  or 
Sulphur;.  ’Tis  full  well  known,  that  the  fuperfluous 
Sulphur  in-  metals  that  are  im perfect ,  is  the  caufe 
of  their  bafenefs ,  and  this  fire  is  able  to  burn  it  up, 
but  ’tis  impolfible  that  all  fhould  know  it ;  there’s 
need  of  ufe  and  diligence,  if  you  defire  Icarus^  fly¬ 
ing  with  his  Father  D^dalus,  and  approaching  too 
nigh  the  Sun  f whereby  his  wings  being  burnt,  he 
tumbled  down  into  the  Sqa  jfhould  be  drowned  in  the 
waters.  The  which  let  fuffice,  for  there’s  enough 
fpoken  unto  a  wife  man^  let  us  therefore  proceed. 


fbou't  ^  «^nder 

’if,  1  much,  left  flying  a- 

way  ,  he  leaves  behind  him  an  empty  Neft  Fne 

which  Work  the  firft  Furnace,  with  iti  ScSf 

[f’w'df  R  -“f  "illftnreexallent- 

Jy  well.  But  in  few  words ,  ’Tis  a  fubjea  of  an 
inexhauftible  wonder  ,  the  which  I  alwaies  found 
ftubborn  of  all  the  metals,  that  I  have  be- 
ftowed  grievous  pains  about  ^  but  yet  do  believe 

^tap  ^a^  benefit T' with  him,  will 
1  contemned. 

But  who  is  there  that  difcovers  the  Way  ?  Won¬ 
ders  mull  alwaies  remain  unknown  unto  lis ,  and 
albeit  we  know  not  all  things,  yet  let  usacknow- 
edge  the  great  Mercy  of  G  O  D,  and  give  Thanks 
to  Him  for  that  which  we  do  know. 


Tfe  Receipts  of  Alchymy. 


Pfhat  is  to  he  determined  concerning  the 
Coagulation  of 

at  all  expedient  to  kill  g ,  to  coagulate 
Jb  htnij  and  then  veduce  hint  into  7)  ^  and  to  weayy 
him  veith  many  fublirnations  and  other  things ^  for  this 
is  but  the  defir ublion  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  that  is  in 
him.  T here‘s s  another  more  compendious  way^  whereby  2 
is  made  ,  ojT  fmall  cofi  and  charge,  without  any  la-, 
hour  of  coagulation:  Every  man  reads  in  the  Writings 
of  the  jilchymifs,  fuch  ^rts  as  are  mean  and  vile,  and 
cafily  preparable,  whereby  in  a  port  time  he  might  make 
abundance  of  ©  and  J ,  and  are  tired  and  vexed  with 
the  Writings  of  fuch  as  do  not  teach  them  clearly  and 
plainly,  and  would  willingly  hear  this,  viz.  Do  fo  and  fo 
and  thou  jhalt  have  good  J  and  ®  to  inrich  thee. 

But  good  Sir  flay  a  while,  and  wait  till  the  Se¬ 
cret  be  plainly  opened  to  thee  in  politive  words  with¬ 
out  any  labour  ;  fo  as  to  enable  thee  (in  as  ’twere  a 
monient  oftimejtotake  'fe,  g,and  if,  and  make5o/ 
and  Luna  thereof.  The  Art  will  never  be  fo  eafily 
kn^n,  how  Ihort  and  facile  foever  it  be  in  it  felf. 

©laub.d  Paracelfus  goes  on,  and  faith,  That  ’tis 
not  needful  to  coagulate  5,  that  ©  and  >  may  be 
thence  made,  and  that  it  is  to  be  done  with  a  moft: 
ealie  labour,  and  therefore  few  words  are  belt.  And 
here  Paracelfus  is  to  be  compared  to  that  Rich  man, 
who  having  heard  that  many  perlfhed  with  famine, 
tis  laid  that  he  fhould  anfwer ,  That  before  he 
would  be  tormented  with  hunger ,  he  would  rather 
feed  on  rufty  Bacon  and  Peafe,  believing  that  all 
abounded  with  this  fare  ^  the  which  they  defpifing 
by  reafon  of  their  daintinefs,  defervedly  perifhed . 
In  like  manner  the  good  believed,  that  all 

Chymifts  were  his  equals,  as  to  the  knowledge  of 
Metals,  not  dreaming  of  the  many  poor  Colliers  that 
torment  2  by  their  foliitions,  precipitations,  fubli- 
mations,  refufatations,  fixations,  and  other  labours  j 
when  as  they  are  ignorant  of  what  it  is,  what  a- 
bonrids  or  is  wanting  therein,  and  fo  for  want  of 
knovHedge,  toil  and  labour  to  no  purpofe ;  2  is  a 
fubjed  of  wonder,  and  is  frequently  wont  to  deceive 
the  Alchymifts  whom  (W^.2;  if  you  would  on 
the  other  fide  deceive,  when  you  purfue  him,  sive 
him  a  little  breathing  (becaufe  by  force  he’s  not 
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Hat  (hall  we  fay  of  the  many  Receipts  and  the 
various  Vejfels,ftich  as  are  the  Furnaces  Glaffes 
/e/rjj  Waters,  Oils,  Salts,  Sulphurs,  Antimonia,  Maa~ 
nefta.  Salt  Nitre,  Alume,  Vitriol,  Tartar,  Borax,  Atra¬ 
mentum  or  Copperas,  Orpiment ,  Spume  of  Glafs ,  Arfe.. 
mcK,  Calaminaris,  Bole-Armoniack,  b^crmiUon,Calx 
Utch,  Wax,  Lute  of  Wifdom  ,  Powder'^d  Glafs  Ferl 
fgreafe.  Salt  Armoniack,  Soot,  Rofm  of  the  Pitch-tree 

rr  Egg.Jhells,  Lac  Virginis) 

Cerufe  Minmm,  Cinnabar,  Vinegar,  Aqua-fortis! 
Crocus  Martis,  Elixir,  Lazure,  fultro-Marine)  Soap, 
Tuna,  Cryftals.  What  likewife  Jhall  wc  fay 

to  their  preparations,  putrefactions,  digefiions,  probati¬ 
ons,  jubhmations,  calcinations,  folutions,  cementations 
fixations,  reverberations,  coagulations,  graduations' 
rempcations,  amalgamations  ,  and  purgations  '  Mo^ 
Books  are  fully  ftufft  with  thefe  Alchymical  thinas  as 
at  Jo  what  things  are  to  be  done  by  the  benefit  of  Herbs 
Roots,  Seeds,  Woods,  Stones,  Animals^  Worms ^  Bone- 
Ajhes,  Cockle-jhells,  Mufcles,  fire. 

All  theje  things  are  the  Labyrinths  of  Alchymy,  and 
are  great  and  but  vain  Labours.  Moreover,  although 
®  and  >  might  he  made  by  the  means  of  thefe  things - 
yet  by  reafon  of  the  multitudes  of  them,  the  Work^is  ra¬ 
ther  hindred  than  advanced  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
truly  learned  from  the  aforefaid  things,  how  to  mak^ 
(f)  and  >.  But  all  fuch  things  are  To  he  omitted  as 
operate  not  with  the  five  imperfebi  Metals,  for  the  pro- 
duttion  of  ®  and  y,  . 

What  therefore  is  the  true  Way,  and  the  fhort  Path 
void  of  aU  difficulties,  that  leads  to  the  fpeedy  making 
of  good  Sol  und  Luna  ?  How  long  will  it  he  ere  thou 
revealefi  it  ?  I  believe  that  thou  underflandefi  nothing 
of  this  matter  ,  may  fomehody  fay,  but  dofl  only  mock, 
us  with  thefe  Riddles,  For  anfwer  :  It  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  fpoken  of ,  and  is  evidently  enough  difeovered  iri 
the  Seven  Rules  He  that  under  Hands  not ,  let  hint 
blame  him  felf.  Befides,  let  no  body  be  fo  mad,  as  to 

perfwade  himfelf,  that  the  Art  is  mofk  eafie  to  he  un¬ 
der  food,  and  to  be  perfectly  known  by  the  vulgar ;  that 
is  neither  fo,  nor  mufi  it  fo  be  •,  but  it  will  be  better 
underfiood  in  an  occult  and  hidden  Sence. 

This  is  the  Art ,  viz.  If  y^^  make  the  Heaven  or 
Sphere  of  Tj  to  flow  with  life  in  the  Earth,  put  in  all 
the  Planets,  or  which  you  pleafe  of  them,  hut  let  there 
be  of  Luna  leaf  of  all ;  let  it  flow  fo  long,  mtil  the 
Heaven  of  ^  doth  wholly  dif appear  ,  and  the  Planets 
remain  alone  dead  with  their  own  corruptible  Bodies 
and  have  affumed  a  new,  per  fell,  uncorruptible  body,  that 
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lody  is  the  Sprnt  of  afore.  Takeout  that 

come  oat  6f  the  Earth,  and  keep 

vevo  ^  i  And  thus  hafi  thou  the 

it,  for  it ^  is  Sol  ^  ^  intire-,  if  thou  dofi  not  yet 

PW/«  teache^, 

U  i  virtue  enouehin  the  metals  to  operate  up^ 
‘fLd  to  betroL  another,  if  they  are  rightly 

r '“"f  canr  fe  wSS  IS  Min^i:. 

'’“T  rtev  ate  ufefS  to  mollifie  hard  Metals,  and 

S  dUofl  them  to  alTume  a  melioration.  But  ’t.s 

to  Sferved.  that  CorroCves  are  to  be  omitted, 
tope  oDie  )  fj-iendly  to 

Metah''  ’  Likewife^ other  Minerals  and  Foffiles  may 
Kufully  ufed  in  Mon,  (fetisminsS;  reparation, 
and  other  metalline  Operations,  as  aM.taments 

^“‘'?fonl,\eTeas,:n“^deC:^^^^^^^ 
dSiloSs  Colpofitions  of  the  unsRUful  Alchyrnifts, 
which  they  making  in  their  ufe  Sol.  He  dehorts 
xhe  fludious  Artift,  and  endeavours  to  bring  him  1  - 

“pSrtemor^’lK  teacheth  but  in  an  occult  fence, 

how  Rood  Sol  and  Eana,  fuch  as  will  en^^^e  all  tri¬ 
als  fs  to  be  extraded  out  of  imperfed  Metals  i 
buV’t  s  foobfcurely  done, that  nobody  can  thereby 
Tuderitand  the  thing j  and  fucb  only  - 
know  foraewhat,  and  have  had  the  like  Labours 
uS  their  hands,  are  able  to  underftandhis  mean- 

ing 


Doubtlefs  this  Procefs  hath  found  many  an  one 
work  enounh,  who  have  at  laft  attained  to  nothing , 
L  yet  foL  have  by  chance  lighted  thereon  and 
fo  pLeived  the  Truth  of  his  Words,  moft  of  which 
Inventions  do  cafually  happen  j  and  whilft  that 
one  thine  is  fought  after,  and  by  accident  loll, 
fomething  is  oftentimes  found  more  excellent  than 

that  which  was  intended.  r  U4.  Un 

In  like  manner,  moft  things  unfought  after  have 
happened  to  me  •,  and  alfo  my  Labours  have  mani- 
fefted  to  me  the  greateft  part  of  P araceljus  s  Arts, 
and  not  his  Writings.  And  who  will  certmnly  and 
plainly  teach  what  lies  under  that  Covering  ?  Many 
Archers  there  are,  but  few  hit  the  mark.  Neither 
feems  it  fo  neceflary  to  take  nothing  elfe  but  the 
aforefaid  Metals  -,  the  which  thing  Paracsljns  alfo 
in  his  forementioned  Procefs  doth  hint  at,  faying. 
When  thou  makeft  the  Heaven,  or  Sphere  of  T? , 
to  flow  with  Life  in  the  Earth,  fow  in  all  the  Planets, 
or  fuch  as  you  pleafe  of  them  *,  but  let  not  the  Moons 
Dart  be  biggeft,  but  letit  betheleaft  of  all.  By  which 
words  ’tis  eafily  conjeftured,  that  the  greateft  part 
muft  be  of  Saturn,  whereby  the  other  metals  are  to 
be  walhed  and  purified,  and  the  leail  part  of  the 
Moon.  Butfome  body  may  alk.  What  reafon  is 
there  for  the  Moon  being  here,  fhe  being  already 
pure,  for  the  waffling  of  whom  there’s  no  need  ? 
Why  this  hath  been  already  elfewhere  anfwered  thus. 
That  fhe  may  attraft,  defend,  and  make  cor¬ 
poreal,  the  waffled,  purified,  and  tender  Sun,  which 
would  otherwife  remain  in  the  Scoria :  Notwithftan- 
ding  this  feparation  may  be  made  without  the  Luna, 
but  then ’tis  notfo  gainful-  Neither  alfo  is  it  ne¬ 
ceflary  to  conjoin  the  Metals,  and  fo  make  but  one 
work  wafliing  them  with  Saturn  each  of  them 


may  be  taken  apart,  and  fo  cleanfed,  unlefs  a  man 
knew  how  to  contrive  the  compofition,  then  indeed 
the  Work  would  be  facilitated,  and  more  Sol  got¬ 
ten  •,  the  which  is  to  be  w'ell  obferved,  if  either  none, 
or  very  little  Luna  be  taken.  But  if  you  take  not  )  , 
then  2  is  to  be  added,  as  being  of  neareft  affinity  to 
@  and  > ,  in  its  malleability>  and  fo  that  will  attract 
the  volatile  and  immature  ©  out  of  the  imperfetH; 
Metals,  an^  defend  it  in  the  fire,  but  much  weaker 
than  > .  Tin  and  Ironbeing  moft  impure  and  fharp 
metals,  may  be  waffled  with  Lead,  but  with  much 
difficulty,  and  may  be  deprived  of  their  fpiritual  and 
occult  © ,but  with  far  greater  charges  and  coft,than  if 
you  took  in  > ,  or  at  leaft  wife  2 .  Now  knowing 
this.  Why  do  we  not  give  to  every  one  its  proper  ad* 
ditament,  for  the  expedition  and  enriching  of  the 
Operation  ?  ’Tis  worth  ithe  while  to_  be  5ble  to 
make  a  good  mixtion  of  Metals,  and  with  profit  to 
wafh  them  with  t?  ,  in  which  mixture  none  believes 
how  much  there’s  placed,  nor  my  felf  neither,  had 
I  not  with  Lofs  learned  the  fame.  For,  when  iii 
former  years  I  fought  after  fomewhat  in  this  kind 
of  operation,  as  waffling  and  feparation ,  and  had 
fometimes  found  out  a  good  Proba  j  I  have  gone  to 
repeat  the  fame  labour  again,  and  have  egregioufly 
erred.  And  although  1  have  for  many  years  wrought 
hard  in  this  kind  of  labour,  and  fpent  much  (which 
I  repent  not  of)  yet  I  dare  not  boaft  of  catching  the 
beftprey,  but  am  content  with  a  piece  of  Bread,  but 
yet  1  do  not  difpair,  Good  things  come  Jlowly  on,  and 
the  thorny  prickly  Budds  fpring  forth  before  the  Ro- 
fescorae-  Now,  if  thou  learneft  the  weights  the 
Work  will  be  fafe,  and  thou  needeft  not  to  doubt  of 
doing  the  fame  in  a  great  quantity.  ParacelfiisgoQ^ 
on,  and  bids  you  to  let  the  Planets  which  you  have 
put  in,  to  flow  fo  long  with  the  Heaven  ofh ,  until  the 
Heaven  of  h  vaniffi,  the  Planets  will  remain,  having 
received  a  new  body,  which  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Life  and  the  Earth,  which  will  be  ©  and  > .  And 
thefe  words  are  varioufly  interpreted  by  fundcy  men, 
efpecially  what  the  Heaven  of  T?  is,  and  are  perfwa- 
ded,  that  if  that  were  known ,  the  refidue  of  the 
Procefs  they  could  ftate  well  enough.  Many  un- 
derftand  hereby  the  common  feparation  made  by  a  pe¬ 
culiar  T? ,  taking  the  Regains  Stellate  of  5 ,  which  is 
ftamptwith  a  Cosleftial  Star,  the  which  they  blow  , 
on  and  melt  with  the  Life,  (which  they  interpret  to 
be  the  fire)in  the  Earth  (a  Cupel  or  Teft  tttfbfcfitcfitu) 
the  bodies  being  left  upon  the  Teft,  like  mortified 
Metals,  the  which  reducing  by  a  fufing  addition, 
and  melting  with  Lead,  (anpCottm)  and  promifing 
themfelves  Gold  and  Silver ,  they  find  themfelves 
to  be  in  an  errour,  and  accufeP^ir^reZ/^j-of  Sophi- 
ftry  and  Deceit,  becaufe  they  can’t  make  good  quan¬ 
tities  of  ©and  > ,  by  means  of  his  Writings. 

And  now,  what  this  Sphere  of  Saturn  is,  may  be 
varioufly  explained  x  It  may  not  unfitly  be  taken 
for  common  h ,  becaufe  being  fufed  ,  it  ffiines,  and 
is  turned  round :  or  it  may  be  taken  for  itsGlals, 
which  being  melted  in  the  fire,  ffiines  like  the  Sun : 
or  it  may  be  the  Stellar  Regains  of  5,  becaufe  its 
Stria  reprefents  Stars  when  ’tis  broken.  But  what 
benefit  is  it  to  know  the  Heaven  of  T?  and  to  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  true  requifite  Life,  and  the  redudlion  of 
the  dead  and  reducible  bodies.  Common  Fire  is  not 
the  Life  that  Paracelfus  mentions,  but  it  may  be  ftir- 
red  up  thereby  j  and  fo  he  faith ;  The  fire  with  its 
heat,  is  the  Nativity  to  this  motion:  If  by  theEle* 
incntsl  Fire  he  (hould  mesii  the  Life^  2nd  by  the  fep2 
radon  of  h,  or  blowing  of  the  Regnlas  of  5,  (the 
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flowing  which  Paracdjns  mtnXAons)  then  it  mufl:  ne- 
ceflarily  follow,  that  the  deftroyed  bodies  which  re¬ 
main,  fliould  be  made  more  perfed,  and  the  Spirit 
of  Heaven  fhould  yet  remain  with  them  ;  for  thus  he 
writes,  "viz,.  The  Planets  by  it  do  become  corporeal 
and  living,  as  they  were  before  ^  but  in  thefekindof 
reparation,  fcorification,  or  blowing  off,  it  is  not 
found  fo  to  be  ^  but  in  thefe  Operations  their  Bo¬ 
dies  remain  like  Scorta-,  in  which  is  neither  fpirit  or 
life,  much  lefs  ©  and  >  to  be  found ,  though  never 
fo  diligently  fought  after.  Paracelfus  faith  exprefly, 
-y/z..  That  Body  (wz:,  of  the  flain  or  kill’d  bodiesj  is 
'  the  Spirit  of  Heaven,  by  which  the  Planets  do  again^ 
I  become  corporeal  and  alive  as  before  j  from  whence 
’tis  to  be  underftood,  that  thofe  bodies  are  fpiritual,& 
not  only  corporeal  and  refufcitated,  but  fuch  as  may 
I  give  life  even  to  flain  or  deftroyed  bodies,  the  which 
can’t  be  faid  of  them,  for  a  fpirit  mult  be  pene- 
!  trative  and  vivifying,  and  they  arc  not  fuch. 

For  if  (accordingto  Par  ace  mind)  the  dead  bo- 

I  dies  ought  to  be  reduced  to  Corporality  and  Life, 

I  ’tis  necellary  that  they  have  fome  hidden  power  •, 

I  f which  every  one  knows  not;  whereby  they  may 

!  demonftrate  mofl  fpeedily  their  embodying  and  _vi- 
vification  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  without  the  additi¬ 
on  of  any  peregrine  Flux,  or  elfe  they  are  defer ved- 
ly  to  be  rejeded.  But  if  any  one  fhould  now  ima¬ 
gine,  that  metals  being  by  the  red  fire  deprived  of 
life,  made  fpiritual  and  again  corporeal  and  living, 
fliould  forthwith  be  all  ©  and>  ;  he  promifeth  more 
to  himfelf  than  is  right,  and  is  deceived  (for  Para- 
celfiis  faith,  that  That  new  body  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Life  and  Earth  and  kept,  for  ’tis  ©  and  )  )  for  ’tis 
impoflible  even  for  the  Philofophcrs  Stone,  to  convert 
the  whole  bodies  of  Metals  into  ©  and  )  ,  for  out  of 
nothing,  nothing  can  be  made,  as  the  Philofophers 
fay ;  and  Experience  teftifies ,  none  but  God  only 
made  any  thing  out  of  nothing ;  but  that  thing  which 
is,  may  by  Art  be  reduced  into  nothing,  and  that 
again  reduced  into  fomething.  Seeing  therefore 
that  the  greatefl  part  of  metal  is  an  unprofitablejcom^ 
buftible  noxious  Sulphur,  which  never  was  a  metal, 
but  adhering  only  outwardly  unto  them,  and  being 
combufl:,  reduceth  their  hamidium  Radicale  into  Sco= 
ria which  Humldum  Radicale  only  (after  its  de- 
ftrudion)  and  not  the  whole  mafs  of  Metal  or  fuper^ 
fluous  Sulphur,  is  reduced  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Sa¬ 
turnine  Heaven,  out  of  nothing  unto  fomething, 
a  Body  and  Life  ;  the  Sulphur  which  before  the  cor¬ 
ruption  was  nothing,  remains  ftill  a  Nothing;  and 
if  thou  throughly  obferve  the  thing,  the  Cafe  Hands 
clearly  thus;  viz..  If  in  this  operation  there  muH  be 
.  a  reparation  of  the  iraperfecft  metals,  and  a  gathe¬ 
ring  together  of  the  more  pure,  and  a  difperfingof 
the  more  impure  parts  •,  thefe  feparated  parts  mufl: 
therefore  neceffarily  be  much  unlike  one  another ; 
and  by  how  much  ©  and  >  is  more  pure,  if  compa^ 
red  with  imperfedt  metals,  from  which  ‘tis  feparated : 
And  thefe  feparated  parts  are  not  of  the  fame  Good- 
nefs  and  Nature  ;  as  if  ten  duckets  were  divided  into 
two  parts,  each  part  would  have  5  of  the  fame  good- 
nefs  and  weight.  Now,  if  from  one  of  thefe  halfs 
you  take  two  or  three  parts,  and  put  them  to  the 
other  half,  ic  only  makes  the  one  bigger,  and  the 
other  lefs :  And  if  there  be  nine  parts  on  the  one 
fide,  and  but  one  left  on  the  other  fide,  yet  cannot 
the  major  part  boafl:  of  its  excelling  the  other  in 
quality,  but  only  in  quantity  :  As  to  Goodnefs,  they 
are  both  equal-  But  now,  if  you  take  a  Mineral  or 
Metal  commixc  with  Itones,  and  by  meafure  divide 


it  into  two  equal  parts,  and  then  pound  them,  and  by 
pouring  water  thereon,  feparate  the,  lighter  parts  af¬ 
ter  the  accuflomed  manner,  and  the  heavy  Metal  will 
fettle  to  the  bottom  :  Now  the  drofs.and  metal  will 
fill  the  former  meafure,  blit  will  very  much  differ  in 
their  goodnefs. 

Or  if  any  one  take  two  meafures  ofWine,  and  by 
the.  heat  of  Fire,  feparate  the  more  excellent  Spi¬ 
rit  by  deftilling  in  a  Glafs  Alembick ,  and  leave 
the  other  meafure  in  the  Cucurbit :  Thefe  two 
parts,  though  equal  in  quantity,  yet  they  do  much 
differ  in  goodnefs  ;  the  one  part  will  be  more  no¬ 
ble  than  Wine,  and  the  other  worfer ;  and  as  the 
other  refidence  is  no  more  Wine,  being  deprived 
of  Spirit,  Life,  Soul,  and  Strength,  and  is  thereby 
unable  to  defend  it  felf  from  death,  but  tends  to 
putrefadlion ;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  the  Spirit  is 
not  fubjed  to  putrefadion  ,  but  preferves  other 
things  therefrom. 

The  like  is  to  be  underftood  of  this  metalline 
feparation,  for  the  remainder ,  from  which  ©  is 
feparated,  can  no  more  be  made  Tin,  Copper^,  or 
Iron,  but  is  a  grofs  earthy  Sulphur,  by  thereafon 
of  the  ©  taken  thence  ;  whereas  before  it  was  ¥, 

2 ,  (? ,  or  h .  And  by  how  much  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
is  mpre  excellent  than  common  Wine,  and  ®  than 
an  imperfed  Metal,  by  fo  much  alfo  will  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  and  ©  excel ,  if  they  are  again  feparated, 
and  new  feces  fegregated  therefrom.  But  this  is 
not  fo  neceffary  in  this  place  ;  ’tis  fufficient  tohave 
declared  the  way  and  reafon  of  this  metalline  fe¬ 
paration,  about  which  we  have  even  now  treated, 
viz..  That  the  whole  metal ,  nor  the  i  or  5  part 
thereof,  will  become  Sol ,  and  the  reft  remain  a 
metal ;  but  the  feparation  of  the  pure  is  very  fmall  , 
in  quantity,  in  comparifon  of  the  much  impurity 
whence  ’tis  feparated.  Nor  let  any  one  think  hq 
hath  not  attained  the  Art ,  and  fo  will  not  relf 
here,  if  all  things  become  not  ®  ;  ’tis  fufficient  if 
there  be  fome  gotten ,  and  that  all  the  Labour  iS 
noubeftowed  in  vain. 

By  what  means  Cry  flats  are  to  le  Conju^ 
red,  and  all  things  to  he [een  in  them. 

TO  Conjure  is  no  other  things  than  well  to  ohferve 
a  thina-  ^  to  know  and  mderftand  what  it  is  t 
Cryfial  is  a  Figure  of  the  Air-,  in  which  is  tobefeen 
whatfoeveris  moveable  in  the  air  or  mmoveahk.  The  like 
appears  in  a  Looking-glafs-,  in  Cryjlaf  and  in  the  VFa- 
ters^  for  the  Atr^  Water ^  and  Cryflals^  are  nil  one  to 
Sight ;  like  a  Glafs  wherein  an  Obf  Sl  is  to  be  feen^  as 
it  were,  reverted. 

(Blauh.]  I  do  not  fully  know  what  Paracelfus 
intends  by  this  Conjuration  of  Cryftals,  becaufe  iC 
appertains  not  to  the  metalline  Arts  ;  but  yet  it 
feeras  not  to  be  here  added  without  good  reafon, 
fomewhat  he  would  intimate  hereby.  We  read 
of  the  Ancient  Pagan  Philofophers ,  that  they  con* 
jured  Cryftals,  and  beheld  in  them  many  wonder¬ 
ful  things ;  the  which,  whether  ic  be  true  or  no, 

I  leave  as  I  find  ic,  becaufe  in  my  Judgment,  fuch 
an  Art  feems  not  natural,  but  belongs  to^  Diabo¬ 
lical  Magick,  which  I  have  nothing  to  do  with, 
Paracelfus  alfo  hath  eflewhere  written  of  won* 
drous  Looking-glaffes  of  the  fame,  and  hath  taught 
how  to  compofe  them  of  Metals,  melted  together 
in  a  certain  Time  and  Conftellation  ;  the  which  ma- 
nv  have  attempted  to  do,  but  not  one  (as  far  as  I 
^  0  0  know) 
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know)  hath  attained  the  Myltery.  It  feeras  very 
probable  ,  that  he  intends  by  this  Conjuration  of 
Cryftals,  that  the  Metals  are  to  be  made  like  to 
pellucid  ’  Cryftals,  Air,  or  Water,  wherein  the  foul 
of  the  Metal  may  Ihine,  if  you  would  fpiritualize 
them,  and  make  them  yield  their  ©  and  > .  And 
in  this  Sence  it  agrees  with  the  aforefaid  Chap¬ 
ters. 

It  likewife  feems,  that  the  mentioning  of  this 
thing  is  neceflary  for  the  fake  of  thofe ,  who  pra- 
(ftifing  on  a  feparation  with  have  experienced, 
the  Metals  are  to  be  firft  reduced  into  Tranfparent 
Cryftals ,  before  they  part  with  their  occult  Sol : 
Which  I  have  elfewhere  fpoken  more  largely  of, 
about  Amaiifa,  and  therefore  will  here  end. 


Of  the  Heat  of  Mercury. 

THey  that  believe  that  Mercury  is  of  a  moifi  and 
cold  nature^  tnufl  lay  down  the  Backlers^  for  "^tis 
not  foy  but  it  abounds  with  a  great  heat  and  moifiure^ 
which  being  naturally  flant ed  therein^  keefs  it  alwaies 
fluid :  For,  were  it  of  a  cold  and  moifi  Nature  ,  it 
would  alwaies  remain  rigid  and  hardy  like  to  congealed 
Water^  and  were  to  be  melted  like  other  metals^  by  the 
heat  of  the  fire,  which  it  (viz.  5)  hath  no  need  of,  be-' 
caufe  it  hath  already  a  fluidity  from  heat,  whereby  it 
fltws,  and  is  alwaies  confirained  to  live  ,  and  not  to 
die,  grow  fiiff’,  congeal ,  or  be  fixed.  But  this  is  fm- 
gularly  to  be  noted,  that  the  Spirits  of  the  feven  Me¬ 
tals,  or  of  as  many  of  them  as  are  conjoyned  in  the 
Fire,  are  wonderfully  provoked  and  fiirred  up,  and  Mer-- 
cury  chiefly  yand  they  emit, and  fend  out  their  forces  among  f 
each  other,  for  a  mutual  Fibtory  and  Tr  an f mutat  ion', 
the  one  takes  away  the  Virtue,  Ltfey  and  Form  from 
the  ether,  communicating  a  new  Nature  and  Form  ;  fo 
the  Spirits  or  Vapours  of  Metals  are  fiirred  up  by  heat 
and  mutual  ablion  andpaffion,  and  are  tranfmuted  from 
one  Virtue  to  another,  and  at  lafi  to  Perfeblion  and  Pu¬ 
rity.  But  what  elfe  is  to  be  done  with  5 ,  that  fo  his 
heat  and  mcifiure  being  taken  away,  he  may  catch  a  great 
Cold,  and  be  congealed,  fiand  fiill,  and  die  j  do  as  you 
hear  in  the  following  Figment • 

K;  a  mofi  pure  Silver  V ?ffely  in  which  ^ut  up  Mer¬ 
cury,  then  fill  a  Pot  with  molten  Lead,  in  the  midfi  of 
which  put  in  the  Veffel  with  the  Mercury ;  let  it  flow 
a  whole  day,  and  the  hidden  heat  will  be  taken  away 
from  Mercury,  and  the  external  heat  will  communicate 
to  it  the  internal  cold  of  the  Lead  and  ),  being  both 
of  a  cold  nature^  by  which  Mercury  will  grow  fltjf, ri¬ 
gid,  and  become  hard. 

Note,  The  Cold  which  Mercury  hath  need  of  for  its 
hardening  and  death,  is  not  outwardly  perceptible,  like 
Snow  or  Jee  ,  but  is  rather  hot.  Nor  is  the  heat  by 
which  Mercury  flows  ,  felt  by  the  hands ,  but  ^tis  ra¬ 
ther  cold.  Hence  SophiBers  ( that  is  men  fpeaking  with¬ 
out  knowledge  )  pronounce  him^  cold  and  moifi,  and fiudy 
how  to  coagulate  him  with  hot  things,  and  thereby  rather 
liquifie  than  harden  him.  Which  thing  Experience  it  felf 
tefiifiith.  Trw  Alchymy,  which  by  one  only  Art  teach- 
eth  to  make  0  and  C  out  of  the  Five  Jmperfebt  Metals, 
nfeth  no  other  Receipts ,  than  only  from  Metals  ,  out 
of  Metals,  by  Metals^  and  with  Metals,  are  PerfeB 
Metals  made  j  for  with  other  things  it  is  Luna  for  in 
Metals  it  is  Sol- 

Here  Paracelfus  demojaftrates  their  Judg¬ 


ment  to  befalfe,  who  fay  that  Mercury  (  in  it  felf  a 
meer  Fire)  is  by  nature  Cold,  and  returns  to  fpeak^ 
ing  of  Spiritual  Metals,  the  which  being  ftirred  up 
by  great  heat  of  Fire ,  do  operate  upon  one  ano¬ 
ther,  meliorate,  change,  and  advance  to  perfedion, 
as  hath  been  taught  in  the  foregoing  Chapters. 
Then  he  adds  a  Fable  or  Story,  how  to  coagulate 
or  fix  Mercury  *,  but  it  muft  not  be  taken  in  the 
literal  fence,  but  of  the  fpiritual  y,  whereby  Mer¬ 
cury  is  to  be  promoted  to  Coagulation,  in  a  moift 
way,  and  not  in  a  dry,  as  the  other  Metals  ate, 
which  Procefs  I  never  yet  attempted.  Then  he  fi- 
nilheth  with  an  univerfal  Rule  of  Tranfmutation, 
faying,  Perfed  metals  are  made  from  metals,  out  of 
metals  by  metals,  and  with  metals,  and  that  out  of 
fome  > ,  out  of  others  ©  is  made-  He  advifeth  to 
take  no  ftrange  thing,  and  only  metalline  fubjeds 
are  to  be  taken  for  this  Work  out  of  fomc  Luna 
only  ;  out  of  others  Sol  only,  or  0  and  ) ,  both  are  to 
be  extraded,  which  I  have  often  tried  ;  as  in  f,, 
which  of  it  felf  gives  only  >,  Tin,  Sjandi^*,  by 
themfelves  give  only  Luna ,  and  pure  Sol  ^  but  com- 
mixt  with  other  Metals  in  a  due  proportion,  they 
give  only  0 ,  and  very  little  or  no  3  :  Which 
maturation  is  to  be  aferibed  only  to  the  labour  and 
mixtion,  which  is  defervedly  to  be  admired. 


Matter  and  Inflruments  are  needful  m 
Alchymy. 

THere  is  no  fpecial  need  of  any  thing,  exceptina-  a 
Fire-place,  Coals,  Bellows,  Tongs,  Hammir  Cru¬ 
cibles,  Tefi,  (  trcil)  fclltrlifn)  und  Cupels  made  of  gioi 
Beech.afhes,  Then  put  in  ft ,  ¥,  <?,  ®,  Copper,  5 
and  Luna.  Proceed  to  the  end  0/  J] .  Mis  very  difiit. 
cult  and  uncertain  to  find  out  Metals  and  Minerals  in 
the  Earth  and  Stones  ;  yet  bccaufe  all  Metals  are  to  be 
firfi  fought  after  and  digged  out  of  the  Earthy  this  La¬ 
bour  IS  not  to  be  contemned,  but  is  Praife-worthy,  Nor 
will  this  luft  and  defire  in  digging  in  Mines  fooner 
ceafe,  than  the  love  of  young  Men  to  Maids  will  fail  ; 
and  as  the  Bees  are  greedy  of  e.xtr acting  Hor.ey  and 
Wax  cut  of  the  Roje,  fo  prone  and  forward  fhould  a 
Man  be,  to  find  out  the  Minerals  in  the  bowels  of  the 
Earth,  hut  without  Covetoufnefs  he  that  is  overmuch 
greedy,  receives  leafi,  for  God  doth  not  fill  all  men  g;ith 
gold  and  filver,  but  with  want,  dung,  dirt,  mtftry  ,  and 
fcarcity.  Some  men  alfo  God  befiows  a  peculiar  Intel- 
leB  upon,  and  a  piercing  knowledge  of  Minerals  and  Md 
tals fo  that  they  know  a  far  more  compendious  way  of 
making  Sol  and  Luna  without  digging  in  the  Mine- pits, 
and  without  the  E.xamen  or  Trying,  ahd  Fiifwn  of  Mi¬ 
nerals.  So  that  “^tis  not  fo  altogether  neefffury  to  disr 
in  the  Earth  for  native  Sol  <?«^Luna,  but  by  a  cert  am 
knowledge  it  might  be  made  of  five  Specks,  (  but  of 
Minerals  become  Metals ,  which  are  ImperftB  Mi  tals, 
and  are  fo  called)  viz.  5,  V,  hj  Mars,  and  Cop¬ 
per  :  Of  fome  more  eafily,  of  otherfome  more  dificultly 
IS  Sol  and  Luna  to  be  had. 

Note  alfo,  That  cut  of  Argent  Vive,  Lead,  y. 
Gold  and  Stiver  is  eafily  maae  ;  out  of  ^  and  9  difis- 
cultly.  Neverthelefs  ^tis  poffible,  but  in  the  beginning 
and  accefs  0/ Sol  Luna. 

Out  of  Magnelia  and  Lead  comes  Luna. 

Out  of  5  and  Cinmbar  arifeth  pure  Sol. 

Likewife  an  Ingenious  man  (^as  1  well  remember)  is 

able 
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^ble  by  due  attention  and  preparation  fo  to  handle  a 
Met  alt  ns  to  be  able  by  his  ingenuity  to  do  more  in  the 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals  to  perfeblion  ,  and  to  guide 
the  fame  better  than  all  the  Signs  and  Planets  of  Hca- 
■ven  can  do.  '^Tis  aljo  needlefs  to  obferve  the  Twelve 
SignSj  and  to  calculate  the  motions  and  Regiment  of 
the  planets^  and  to  obferve  a  time^  a  day-,  the  hour  of 
this  or  that  luckey  or  unluckey  Planet ;  fucb  things  net-^ 
ther  promote  nor  hinder  any  thing  ^  they  neither  hurt 
nor  profit  ought  in  the  natural  Art  of  Alchymy  :  But 
if  thou  rightly  underfiandeft  the  art  and  pojfibility 
thereof.^  then  go  to  work^  and  labour  when  thou  feejb  it 
ntofl  convenient  ;  but  if  thou  want’’ fi  the  knowledge  and 
fraSiice  thereof,  then  all  the  Planets,  Stars,  and  Signs 
will  wholly  fail  thee.  It  alfo  comes  to  pafs,  that  metals 
ly  ing  long  in  the  Earth,  are  not  only  changed  into  Rufi, 
but  by  a  longer  faying  in  the  Earth,  they  return  into 
their  Natitse  Stone,  of  which  fort  are  many  found ,  al¬ 
beit  they  are  not  obferve  d,  for  there  are  found  Aony  pieces 
of  Money,  of  Gentiles»  which  were  Metal  heretofore, 
and  by  Corruption  were  transformed  into  Stone. 

(Haub,]  Here  we  are,  in  the  firft  place,  taught, 
that  for  the  making  of  ©  and  >  there  needs  not 
many  Inftruments  nor  Species,  but  the  metals  are 
only  to  be  conjoined,  but  not  by  the  common  re¬ 
paration  or  walhing  :  For  if  you  Ihould  wafh  all 
the  metals  with  Lead,  yet  would  there  remain  no 
more  ©  and  )  than  was  taken  at  the  beginning  ; 
the  relt  will  defeend  with  the  Lead  into  the  Cupel, 
and  will  lie  at  the  top  thereof  like  Scoria  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  doth  again  diredl  to  a  fpiritual  Commix¬ 
ti  on  and  Philofophical  Separation.  Alfo  he  adds. 
That  ’tis  an  honeft ,  good,  and  necelTary  thing  to 
dig  up  Metals,  but  that  the  other  is  the  more  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  that  defervedly,  for  it  feparates  Gold 
and  Silver  by  Art  from  the  more  vile  metals  *,  !for 
all  fuch  as  apply  their  minds  to  metals ,  do  well 
know  with  what  dangers,  colls,  labours,  and  Cares, 
they  are  to  be  gotten  out  *,  but  yet  ’tis  not  there¬ 
fore  to  be  abllained  from ,  efpecially  fince  we  la¬ 
bour  by  this  Rule ,  of  having  a  fore-known  and 
certain  end  of  ourpains  and  work  ;  the  which  cannot 
indeed  be  done  in  metallick  Mineings,  for  we  are  fre¬ 
quently  drawn  by  vain  hopes  to  bellow  all  our  Ellates 
on  the  Mines  ;  and  having  fpent  all  in  vain  labour, 
we  are  at  lalt  compelled  to  defill  from  the  Work-, 
but  yet  if  it  fucceeds  well,  they  yield  the  more 
plentiful  Returns  ;  and  many  Chronicles  of  Metals  do 
tellifie.  That  many  Poor  men  have,  by  the  Benefit  of 
a  rich  Mine-pit,  grown  moll  Rich  and  Wealthy  in 
a  few  years  fpace.  The  finding  out  of  Mines  there= 
fore  doth  wholly  confill  in  Chance  and  Cafualty, 
where  Profit  and  Lofs  are  equally  and  alike  to  be 
expelled :  The  Work  is  likewife  very  chargeable, 
and  can’t  be  fet  upon  by  every  body,  and  therefore 
’tis  not  for  ordinary  People ,  who  have  but  little  to 
lofe,  but  for  rich  Men,  who,  though  they  lofe  much, 
are  notwithllanding  able  to  live ,  unlefs  happily  a 
Poor  man  lights  upon  fome  Earth  or  Sand  that  is 
very  rich  in  ©  and  ),  and  other  Metals,  by  the 
walhing  whereof  he  may  get  a  livelihood ;  or  elfe 
finding  a  rich  Mine ,  and  fo  betakes  himfelf  to  a 
Rich  man  for  his  Copartner,  fuch  a  one  as  is  able 
to  bear  the  Charges  of  digging  it  forth  ;  and  this  is 
often  done.  But  yet  be  it  as  it  will,  the  thing  is 
full  of  uncertainty.  Whereas  this  Metallurgy  ,  or 
W^ork  on  Metals,  which  Paracelfus  makes  mention 
of,  is  to  be  preferred  far  before  the  other,  if  any  one 
(by  the  Grace  of  G  O  D)  attaineth  the  Art,  where¬ 
by  he  may  with  profit  extract  the  ©  or  >  out  of 


the  already-digged-up  Imperfeft  metals,  which  are 
every  where  to  be  fold. 

But  to  return  to  the  bullnefs  in  hand,  viz,.  To 
illullrate  the  W^ritings  of  Paracelfus,  who  deferved 
much  of  his  Country.  He  names  fome  metals,  out 
of  which  Gold  and  Silver  may  eafily  be  extrafted, 
and  others,  out  of  which  ’tis  difficult  to  get  it, 
but  in  both  Sol  and  Luna  is  to  be  added  ■  for  ’tis 
profitable,  yea,  necelTary  fthe  which  I  have  frequent¬ 
ly  exhorted  to)  in  the  extradion  of  Gold  und  Sil¬ 
ver  out  of  imperfed  metals ,  and  is  volatile"',  and 
may  the  more  commodioufly  make  it  corporeal  and 
fixt.  Then  he  adds,  That  Metals,  by  a  longer  flay 
in  the  Eartn ,  do  die ,  and  return  into  Hones  and 
earth,  from  whence  they  had  their  original.  '  The 
like  happens  to  Man,  and  all  Creatures  -,  nor  is 
there  any  thing  in  the  World,  how  glorious  foever 
it  be,  but  is  vain,  empty,  and  periffiing,  but  the 
Knowledge,  Love,  and  Fear  of  GOD  alone. 


What  thing  Alchymy  is, 

Alchymy  is  an  intention,  imagination  ,  and 
fludying,  or  confidering  how  or  whereby  the  Species 
of  Metals  are  tranfmuted  from  one  decree  and  nature 
into  another.  Let  therefore  every  ingenious  and  under • 
flanding  man  throughly  confider  the  good  Art  of  Alchy¬ 
my,  for  he  that  fpecuUtes  and  well  fiudies  ,  will  the 
jooner  attain  the  Art  and  find  out  the  Truth, 

Note,  That  very  much  is  to  be  attributed  io  the 
Stars  and  Stones,  for  the  Stars  are  the  framers  of  all 
Stones.  And  all  the  Cwleftial  Confiellations,  the  Sun 
and  Moon,  are  in  themfelves  nothing  but  ftones ,  from 
which  the  Terreflrial  do  arife ,  being  as  it  were  their 
burnt  part.  Coal,  Afhes,  Outcafi ,  Excrement,  Expurga-^ 
tion,  from  which  the  Coelefiial  Stones  feparating  them~ 
f elves ,  become  clear  and  tranfparent  by  their  proper 
brightnefs.'And  the  whole  G  lobe  of  the  Earth  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  dejected,  fiiddtn  down,commixt,broken,recQSl:ed  Rub- 
bifh,  and  blown  as  "^twere  into  one  Mafs ,  having  ob¬ 
tained  Refi  and  Con  fancy  in  the  middle  Circle  of  the 
Firmament.  ^Tis  alfo  to  be  noted,  that  Gemms  ( the 
names  whereof  /  jhall  prefently  mentionj  together  with 
the  ether  Stones,  came  down  into  the  Earth  from  the 
Celefial  Stones  or  Stars,  to  which  they  are  neareft  in 
all  perfeEiion  of  Purity,  Fairnefs,  Brightnefs,  Virtue, 
and  Confancy,  or  Fixity,  and  Incorruptibility  in  the  fire, 
and  are  in  a  manner  like  to  the  Celefial  Hones  and 
confellations,  being  parts  of  them ,  and  of  the  Nature 
derived  from  them,  and  are  found  by  men  in  an  im¬ 
pure  grofs  veffcl,  and  are  fuppofed  by  the  vulgar  (^who 
judge  rafhly  of  all  things J  to  have  been  there  born  or 
generated  j  fuch  as  are  found  are  poltfhed,  and  are  car^ 
ried  throughout  the  World  to  be  fold,  and  are  accounted 
as  great  Riches,  becaufe  of  their  form,  colour,  and  other 
Virtues,  of  which  /  am  now  going  to  Treat. 

Of 

TNe  Cmcraltl  is  a  green  Tranfparent  Hone ;  it  helps 
the  Eyes,  fuccours  the  Memory,  defends  Chafity  ; 
the  which  being  violated^  it  felf  ^  viZ.  the  fone ,  is 
hurt. 

The  Sl&amant  or  SDl'aniOnO  is  a  blacks  Cryfal  *tis 
calle  dF.s^yi,becaufe  it  producet  h  Joy:  ^Tisobfcure,and 
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of  m  hm  colour,  mfi  harJ,  dfolved  with  Gouts 
blood,  and  exceeds  not  the  htgnefs  of  a  Ftlherd  Nut 
The  is  a  fione  of  Iron^  becaufe  tt  attracts 

The  SSavaarit^  ^  Pearl,^  and  not  a  Stone  *,  tis  ge¬ 
nerated  in  {hells,  rtnd  is  white  ;  for  whatfoever  ts  ge¬ 
nerated  injnimals,,  tn  a  Man  or  Fijlt,  ts  not  properly 
a  Stone,  hut  only  in  the  opimon  of  the  'vulgar  :  It  ts 
properly  a  depraved  (or  a  tr an f muted)  Nature  on  a 
Perfect  iVork,. 

The  ^acpntt)  is  a  yellow  pellucid  fione  j  ’’tis  alfo  a 
Flower,  the  which  the  Poets  fain  to  have  been  a  Man, 

The  ^appljirc  is  a  Shie-colour  fione,  of  a  Celefiial  na¬ 


ture. 

The  IRuli?  is  a  Phone  deeply  red. 

Tk  Carbuncle  is  a  Phne  of  the  Sun,  emits  light 
and  fplendour,  like  to  the  Sun  in  hts  own  nature. 

COjal  alfo  is  like  to  a  fione,  all  red,  it  grows  in  the 
fea,  on  wood  or  afhruh,of  the  nature  of  the  Water  and 
Air  -,  ’'tis  prefently  changed  by  the  Air,  and  turns  to  a 
Stone,  grows  red,  is  incombufiible  in  the  Fire,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  be  efieemed  a  Pione. 

The  Cbalcebon^  is  a  fione  with  bright  and  ohfcure 
colours,  with  mixt  and  cloudy  fuidities  andcolours, ruddy, 
like  to  a  Liver,  the  vilefi  of  all  the  Gemms,  finning  wtth 
every  colour, 

The^0^a&isafione,jhmng  alfo  in  the  night-,  ^tts 
found  in  either  rocks  or  fiones. 

The  amctljlft  is  a  fione  of  a  red  and  yellow  j  it 

finnes.  r  •  i  i  j 

The  Cl*Propatru0  is  a  fione  fiery  tn  the  Night,  and 

in  the  day  it  appears  Golden  coloured. 

The  Crpttal  is  n  white  tranfpare-nt  fione,  like  to  Water 
congealed  by  t  he  Air ,  and  cold,  (or  of  the  Air  and  Cold) 
it  tsfublimated,  extrapled,  or  (as  they  fay)  wajhedout  of 
other  Rocks. 

And  now,  for  a  Conclufion,  I  will  give  you  this  mofi 
true  farewel,  Jf  any  one  will  ufe  a  right  reafon,  fence, 
and  cogitation  towards  Metals,  what  they  are  ,  and 
whence  they  come,  let  him  know ,  that  our  metals  are 
nothing  elfe  hut  the  bePi  portion  of  common  fiones  ■  they 
are  the  Spirit  of  the  fiones,  that  is,  the  Ma-rrow,  Oyl, 
Fitch,  and  Fat  of  the  Plones  ;  but  it  is  not  fincere, 
pure,  and  perfePl,  as  long  as  ''tis  mixt  and  hid  in  the 
fiones  •  this  therefore  is  to  be  fought  for  a-nd  found  in 
fiones,  and  to  be  kttown  in  them  and  cxi'raPled  from 
them-,  and  then  it  is  no  more  a  fione,  but  a  well-wrought 
and  perfePl  Jldetal ,  affimilated  to  the  Coelefiial  Stars, 
the  which  alfo  are  peculiar  fiones, difiinPl  from  thefe  fiones. 
Whoever  therefore  is  willing  to  find  out  metals ,  let 
him  firmly  believe  this,  a’nd  thus  account.  That  he  mufi 
not  be  only  intent  on  the  common  Metals,  nor  have  his 
hope  placed  in  the  bowels  of  the  Earth ,  that  fo  he 
m'lght  get  good  Minerals  from  thence,  for  often  times 
there  is  above  or  without  the  Earth  in  fight,  which  is 
not  in  the  profundity  and  depth  thereof,  and  oftentimes 
is  better,  and  more  rich. 

Therefore  all  juch  fiones  as  you  meet  with,  whether 
great  or  [mail,  as  great  whole  fiones  or  flints  are  to 
be  mofi  accurately  fearchi'd  or  look'd  into,  and  to  be 
confidered  of  what  Nature  and  Property  they  are ;  for 
oftentimes  a  mofi  vile  Flint  is  found  to  be  more  excellent 
than  any  Cow.  For  the  Matrix  or  Rock,,  J^bb^UCb, 
whence  they  are  gotten,  from  whence  fuch  a  Pione  did 
arife,  is  not  alwaies  to  be  earnefily  fought  after  ,  that 
you  may  have  more  from  thence,  for  -thefe  fiones  have 
no  Rock  ,  the  Heaven  is  their  Rock,^-,  oftentimes  alfo  the 
AhjePl  Earth,  Powder^  and  Sand,  hath  much  gold  and 
filver  Dufi,  (^cljUc^)  which  obferve. 


(Blaub.f3  Here  Paracelfus  declares  what  Alchymy 
is,  whofe  words  being  perfpicuous  enough,  need  no 
illuftration  :  Then  he  leads  us  to  the  birth  of  me¬ 
tals,  the  which,  are  generated  in  the  Earth,  out  of 
the  Stars  above :  He  attributes  to  Gemms  the  nea- 
reft  place  of  Perfedion  ^  but  does  not  intend  that 
we  Ihould  earneftly  feek  after  them,  to  have  gold 
and  lilver  from  thence,  but  that  the  metals  Ihould 
be  made  like  them  ,  as  to  their  outward  Afped, 
and  then  afterwards  the  0  and  >  is  to  be  extrud¬ 
ed  ,  to  which  all  the  fcope  of  the  foregoing  Cha¬ 
pters  tend,  which  is  to  be  obferved  and  enquired 
into,  "what  his  meaning  is:  Nor  are  the  bare  Let¬ 
ters  alwaies  to  be  trufted  to,  here  is  nothing  men* 
tioned  by  him  in  vain.  What  affinity  have  Gems 
with  the  metals  ?  Noneat  all :  And  although  fome- 
times  the  hidden  ©  and  j  may  be  extraded ,  yet 
he  doth  not  at  all  intend  here  that  we  Ihould  make 
that,  but  repeating  the  former  Dodrine,  he  hints 
unto  us.  That  the  metals  out  of  which  the  0  and 
y  is  to  be  extraded  with  profit,  arc  to  be  firft  re¬ 
duced  into  foluble  or  infoluble  Glafs,  moft  like  to 
Gemms  ;  a  good  Company  of  them  he  here  reckons 
up,  and  adds  to  what  ufe  they  ferve  -,  not  that  we 
might  learn  their  Nature,  Colour,  and  Properties 
fas  I  fuppofej  but  to  teach  us,  that  as  they  are 
found  different  in  Colours  and  Virtues,  even  fo  may 
the  metals  be  prepared  into  Colours  like  unto  them. 
He  that  neither  underffands  nor  will  believe  ,  let 
him  feek  better  things,  and  get  help  and  affiftance 
elfewhere. 

Then  at  length,  by  way  of  addition ,  he  con¬ 
cludes  what  Metals  are,  and  that  they  are  not  al¬ 
waies  to  be  gotten  out  of  the  profundity  of  the 
Earth,  but  are  foraetimes  to  be  found  mod:  plentiful 
in  moft  vik  powder,  fand,  and  ftones  -,  neither  is  ic 
neceflary  to.be  earneft  in  feeking  their  rock  or 
original,  whereby  more  may  be  gotten,  becaufe  the 
Heaven  by  its  operation  generates  them  every  where : 
he  reproves  men  for  their  blindnefs,  becaufe  they 
alwaies  gape  after  great  Mines,  lying  deep,  dan¬ 
gerous  to  be  found ,  and  chargeable  to  dig  out. 
That  which  is  laid  before  their  feet ,  as  it  were 
they  difdain  to  acknowledge,  peeviffily  affeding  the 
dark,  and  ftubbornly  contemning  the  light  exhibi¬ 
ted  to  them  by  honeft  men,  and  by  an  innate  ma¬ 
lice  they  ftudy  to  extinguilli  it.  And  thus  is  this 
Book  ended,  the  which  ParAcelfus,z  moft  experi¬ 
enced  man ,  hath  left  behind  him,  written  of  Me- 
tallick  things,  and  is  moft  full  of  abftrufe  wifdom, 
although  few  believe  it,  to  the  Elucidation  and  ex¬ 
plaining  whereof,  1  have  heretofore  uttered  my 
mind,  nothing  doubting,  but  that  hereafter  it  wifl 
be  in  better  efteem  with  All. 

Indeed  I  could  have  written  more  openly,  and 
explained  his  words  more  largely,  and  more  exad- 
ly  have  difeovered  his  occult  fence,  but  time  and 
want  of  leifure  permits  it  not  at  prefent'.  But  if 
I  feem  to  any  body  to  have  written  more  obfeure- 
lyj.let  him  confult  with  my  other  Writings,  for  they 
illuftrate  one  another. 


Now  follows  the  Praxis  of  the  afore  Paid  ■ 

‘  Theory. 

The  afore- written  Explanation  of  the  Rook 
(of  p^exations)  of  Paracelfus,  hath  taught  a  moft 
certain  and  undoubted  Tranfmutacion  of  Metals, 

and 
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and  hath  fufficiently  advifed  by  what  means  they 
are  to  be  handled.  But  becaufe  this  adion  re¬ 
quires  a  great  experience  in  metallick  affairs,  I  am 
willing  to  add  fome  fpecial  waies  of  Proceeding, 
and  that  in  perfpicuous  words  i  but  ’tis  impofllble 
to  write  fo  plainly  that  none  may  erre ;  it  would 
be  too'  prolix,  tedious,  and  unfit,  and  as  if  ihany 
Elements  of  the  Phyficks,  and  other  fubtile  things? 
were  read  to  a  Child  that  is  not  capable  of  under= 
ftanding  them ;  the  labour  thus  beftowed?^  would 
be  wholly  in  vain  i  Nor  do  I  undertake  to  inftruft 
the  Tyroes  or  Novices  in  but  fuchas  are 

skill’d  in  the  metallick  labour  of  fufion,  waffling, 
ieparation,  and  the  like,  of  a  fubtile  Intellect  and 

!  experienced  Judgment.  - 

j  I  would  verily  have  written  more  clearly,  did  I 
not  fear  that  the  Art  would  become  a  Trade  ^ 
fome  will  think  that  I  have  written  too  openly, 
and  will  be  angry  that  fuch  Secrets  are  made  known 
to  the  World  :  Who  can  fatisfie  all  People  ?  But 
be  it  as  it  will,  ’twill  be  alwaiesgood  to  have  done 
a  profitable  Work  for  my  Neighbour. 


This  is  the  ART* 


WHen  thou  hall  put  in  the  Heaven  of  hjand 
halt  made  it  to  flow  with  its  Life  in  the 
Earth,  then  add  the  Imperfea:  Metals  in  a  due 
weight,  w-t.  Tj  5  V,  ,  2 1)  and  a  little  ;>  •,_let  them  flow 
fo  long  with  the  Heaven,  until  with  it  they  difap- 
pear,  and  having  loft  their  nature  and  metalline 
form,  are  reduced  into  earth.  This  metallick  earth 
being  yet  joined  to  the  heaVen  of  h  ,  and  com- 
palTed  wholly  round  therewith,  raife  up  bythefpi- 
rit  of  Heaven,  and  make  it  corporeal ,  and  it  will 
receive  its  former  metalline  form ;  but  although  it 
be  bettered,  yet  let  it  be  killed  three,  or  four,  or 
five  times,  and  raifed  up,  that  the  melioration  may 
be  greater,  and  produce  in  the  feparation  more  Sol 
and  Litna.  There  needs  no  Tyle,  i  Cupel, 

i  Teft,  (tcelbjj-fctttbtn )  Cucurbit ,  Aqna-f ortis ^  and 
'  fuch  like  VelTels  and  Inftruments  neceflary  in  other 
i  Metalline  Labours,  but  ’tis  perfectly  finiflied  in  one 
i  only  Crucible,  in  one  Furnace,  with  one  only  Fire, 
i  and  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  from  the  beginning 
!  to  the  end.  And  to  fpeak  more  plainly  in  this 
i  Procefs,  the  Sphere  of  t,  is  the  Regulus  of  5 ,  the 
i  Life  is  a  whitening  Salt,  having  its  operation  and 
j  motion  from  the  Fire  ^  the  Earth  is  the  Crucible, 
i  And  thus  haft  thou  the  whole  Procefs  of  the  Work 
j  laid  open,  the  which  I  have  tried  above  an  hun- 
j  dred  times  in  a  fmall  quantity  *,  but  let  the  ftudi- 
I  ous  Artift,  above  all  things,  oblerve  the  Fire,  of 
what  original,  nature,  and  virtue  it  is,  and  the 
other  things  will  be  the  more  eafily  underftood  ; 
for  the  Wood ,  the  Coals ,  and  fuch-like  burning 
i  things,  are  not  the  Fire  properly,  but  only  its  ha- 
j  bitation,  in  which  the  Fire  being  occultly  difper- 
j  fed  in  the  Air,  is  made  manifeft,  vifible,  and  per- 
j  ceptible.  Even  as  the  Man  is  not  the  Life  or  Soul, 

!  but  only  the  receptacle  wherein  the  Life  or  Soul, 
i  being  infufed  from  above,  doth  lodge  ;  Nor  is  the 
I  man  any  more  a  man,  but  a  meer  carcafs  when  the 
I  foul  expires.  In  like  manner  Gold  ceafeth  to  be 
I  Gold  when  deprived  of  its  foul,  but  is  volatile,  and  a 
I  Mineral  without  colour.  Whence  ’tis  evident,, 
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that  the  Goodnefs  of  mbtdls  confifts  not  in  their 
bodies,  but  in  their  fouls :  On  this  account  >  is 
added  to  the  ImperfeCt  Metals,  that  it  may  receive 
that  invifible  foul  which  lies  largely  dilFufed  through¬ 
out  their  bodies,  that  it  may  colled  it,  make  it  vi¬ 
fible,  perceptible,  and  corporeal,  whereby  the  mix¬ 
tion  of  both  ('Viz.,  of  the  Luna  and  the  Soul  of  the 
IraperfeCt  Metals)  being  made,  it  gets  the  name 
of  0,  Some  body  may  ask.  Whether  or  no  Cold  will 
be  produced.^  if  no  J  be  added  to  the  metalline  mixture  ? 
For  anfwer,  There  will  be  ©  produced,  but  lefs  in 
quantity  than  if  Luna  were  added,  becaufe  the  molt 
tender  fand  as  it  were  incorporeal )  golden  foul  of 
tire  imperfect  bodies  is  not  able  to  quit  it  felf  and 
get  out  by  its  own  proper  force ,  from  fo  many; 
impurities  as  ’tis  invironed  with,  without  fome  other 
help,  nor  make  a  new  body  •,  'tis  needf^ul  and  good 
to  adminifterand  lend  to  it  a  body  wherein  it  may 
be  contracted ,  and  thereto  betake  it  felf ,  for 
which  the  Luna  is  moft  fit  ;  the  which  being  by  a 
vivifying  Fire  radically  united  with  the  unclean  me¬ 
tals,  and  well  fubdued  or  exercifed  in  the  mutual 
afeenfion  and  defeenfibn  ,  the  purer  particles  of  the 
Imperfect  bodies  do  come  together  in  this  Circula¬ 
tion  of  the  Lma.,  adhere  thereto,  are  mixed,  and 
become  corporeal,  the  impure  corruptible  body  be¬ 
ing  left,  and  a  feparation  made  of  the  good  from 
the  bad. 

So  then,  I  have  now  taught  perfpicuoufly  the  Art 
of  extracting  Sol  and  Luna  out  of  all  the  ImperfeCt 
Metals,  either  apart ,  or  conjoined  with  or  without 
the  addition  of  the  Luna.  If  therefore  thou  attain- 
eft  to  the  Art,  I  am  glad  ;  if  not,  thou  haft  nO 
caiife  to  complain  of  me,  for  I  have  candidly  im¬ 
parted  unto  thee  the  meer  and  naked  Truth. 


Another  Separation  of  Sol  and  Luna  out  of 
the  Imperfetl  Metals^  hy  "b . 

FIrft  of  all,  melt  T:  well  in  a  meltiilg  VelTel, 
(^cljerkn)  add  y,  <?,  and  2,  mixt  in  dud 
weight,  melt  them  together,  and  forthwith  the 
and  e  will  corrupt  the  Lead  ,  being  reduced  into 
Scoria  like  to  yellow  Earth,  and  being  reduced,  they 
will  in  part  reftore  their  own  Lead  and  Copper, 
but  the  %  and  S  remain  like  black  Scoria^  which 
are  to  be  kdpt  :  Let  the  Coppery  Lead  flow  well 
again,  and  again  add  y  and  «T,  and  there  will  be 
again  made  Scoria.^  which  are  prefently  to  be  redu¬ 
ced-  Let  this  Labour  of  Scofification  and  Reducti¬ 
on  be  repeated,  until  there  remain  fcarce  one  or 
two  pound  of  Lead  out  of  an  hundred  to  be  waffl¬ 
ed,  and  you  ffiall  find  ©  and  >  in  part,  which  the 
Metals  give  out  from  themfelves  in  this  operation  i 
But  the  Scoria  Which  can’t  be  reduced,  let  lie  well 
heated  red  hot,  in  a  peculiar  Furnace ,  for  fome 
daies ,  and  be  fixed ,  and  they  Will  give  in 
the  reduction  a  golden  and  filvery  or  Lead 
to  be  wafhed  ,  that  fo  the  remaining  ©  and  >’ 
which  the  Scoria  drank  up,  being  extracted,  may  be 
of  Ufe  unto  us.  This  labour  fwhich  I  never  tried  ini 
great  quantity,  will  doubtlefly  ( in  my  opinion  )  fuc- 
ceed  in  quantities ;  any  one  may  try  the  thing,  and 
exactly  compute  how  much  profit  may  be  thence  had 
every  yean 
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-  — - 7-  the  benefit !  mentals  are  laid  open,  any  one  will  conveniently  ad: 

Alfo  themofl:  Imperf  ,  j  jjjfgijjbiy  gxt  and  minifter  his  intent  and  labours:  But  yet  1  will  add 
Salts  notcorrofive)  be  truly  and  intamDiym^^  over  and  above,  a  moftpleafant  work,  Parabolically, 

being  the  foundation  and  Bafisof  the  whole  Alchy- 
mical  Art,  under  which  is  comprehended  the  radi- 


brTparticu W  way that  they  may  give 
much  (w^and  >,  concerning  which  none  need  to 
Tubt;  the  which  I  having  oftentimes  mentioned 
in  mv  Writings,  will  not  repeat  it  again. 

Metals  alfo  being  firft  reduced  into  a  Calx,  may 
be  pu  ged  and  wafh’d  by  the  glafs  of  Lead ,  made 
by  ?he  addition  of  Flints,  fo  as  to  yield  much  Sol 
concerning  which  I  have  written,  heretofore :  But 
there’s  required  much  h,  whereby  the  metals  may 
be  largely^  diffufed,  otherwife  it  will  not  let  fall  the 
fxces ;  nor  can  its  more  pure  parts  be  gathered  to¬ 
gether  into  a  body,  and  concentrated  I  take  in  the 
Flints,  that  they  may  receive  into  themfelves  the 
feces  of  the  unclean  Metals,  and  fo  make  a  fepara- 
tion  of  the  pure  from  the  impure.  And  like  as 
we  are  wont,  to  mix  the  whites  of  Eggs  to  Hon^ey, 
Sugar,  and  otljer  Vegetable  Juices,  in  the  punfica= 
tion  of  them  by  Water,  that  thereby  the  vifcouf- 
nefs  of  the  Juices  may  be  attraded,  and  fo  be  cla¬ 
rified.  In  like  manner,  the  Flints  do  in  this  ope¬ 
ration  occupy  the  place  of  the  whites  of  Eggs,  and 
■h  of  the  Water  wherein  d ,  S ,  or  ¥  is  to  be  d^if- 
folved  •,  the  Labour  is  moll  pleafant  and  fpeedy, 
exceeding  gainful,  if  the  Crucibles  (  perforated  by 
the  Litharge  )  would  but  hold  the  mixture,  and  not 

let  it  pafs  through  fo  foon.  ^  r  a  \t  a- 

But  whofoever  fiiall  be  fo  happy  as  to  find  VelTels 

which  can  keep  in  the  Glafs  of  Lead  for  ten  or 
twelve  hours,  he  need  not  be  folicitous  or  careful 
of  other  Arts  to  inrich  himfelf  by.  For  my  own 
part,  I  could  never  be  fo  happy  hitherto,  alb^t 
have  carefully  fought  it  for  fo  many  years.  One 
only  pound  of  Iron,  S,  or  if,  doth  fometimes  yidd 
half,  yea  a  whole  lot  of  So/,  if  the  Work  be  right- 
]y  managed-  And  if  you  add  a  fix  a  Salt,  as  ot 
Tartar  or  bare  Pot-afhes,  it  will  then  yield  more, 
but  the  Crucibles  will  be  the  fooner  perforated  to 
our  grief.  I  do  believe  that  one  or  other  will  be 
a  curious  Searcher  after  this ,  and  may  m  due 
time  find  how  to  make  this  Work  fucceed  veiy 
well,  both  in  Crucibles  and  in  great  Fires,  or  mel¬ 
ting  places*,  and  will  be  thankful  to  GOD  the  Gi¬ 
ver,  and  to  me  the  Writer  hereof.  Heretofore  I 
did  fet  by  this  Labour  very  highly  5  and  although 
I  would  not  then  communicate  it  to  any  body  for  a 
great  price,  yet  now  (being  not  permitted  to  make 
any  further  Progrefs  therein )  1  freely  beftow  it, 
that  others  alfo  may  try  their  fortune. 

Alfo  imperfieft  metals  are  purged  from  their  com- 
buftible  and  noxious  fulphur,  by  the  fuddain  fire  of 
Nitre,  of  which  we  have  formerly  fpoken  about  Mer¬ 
cury,  the  which  is  to  be  lookton  as  the  moft  fpeedy, 
and  as-it  were  a  momentary  Melioration  of  metals 
N-  B-  efpecially  if  they  are  reduced  into  a  folublc  fait 
without  a  Corrofive,  for  which  thing  d  and  2  are 
moft  fit,  exhibiting  a  Philofophical  Vitriol,  the 
which  may  be  moft  coramodiouny  purifyed  to  perfe- 
aion.  There’s  a  great  fecret  lies  here  under,and  haply 
greater  than  a  particular  work  may  require;  let  the 
Poetical  fable  of  ^ ^^d  her  foil  Cupid  be  confide- 
red  of;  what  is  there  meant  by  Cupids  whether  or  no  it 
be  not  0.  Verily  I  could  difeover  more  good  ways  of 
producing  ©  and  >  out  of  the  more  vile  metals, 
but  becaufe  there’s  enough  already  fpoken  in  the  ex¬ 
plication  of  the  feven  Canons  or  Rules,  it  feems  gooc 
to  me  to  forbear-  He  that  doth  not  underftand  that 
nor  can  apprehend  its  drift  or  fcope,  will  not  be 
profited  by  the  addition  of  more  things.  If  the  funda- 


- — —  —  ... ^  -  —  -  -  _ 

cal  folution  of  metals,  ConjunSimi^  Defit llation^  Subli- 
mation^  Aficemion^  Defcenfiion.^  Cohobation^  Cefncr/tatiofiy 
C alcinationy  Incerationy  and  Fixatioriy  and  fo  1  will  end 
the  work  oiTranfmutatiop, 

There  was  a  man  )  who  had  two  fons, 
or  Tinglafsj  and  y)  the  younger  faid  to  his Fa-^ 
ther  fh),  give  me  my  portion,  (Note  wcllyPtfimth 
and  ¥  were  always  accounted  Lead,  as  well  by  the 
Philofophers,  as  by  the  ancient  workers  on  metals, 
the  one  wz..  Bifimuth^  they  called  an  alhy  colour’d 
Lead,  the  other  (  y  )  a  white  Lead,  and  this  a  black 
Lead,)  and  behaved  himfelf  ftubbornly  and  unman¬ 
nerly,  that  is,  afeending  or  getting  np;  his  Father 
gives  it  him, and  he  goes  a  wandring  therewith,  (Note 
well,  when  ¥  and  Bijwuth  together  with  T?  do  feel 
the  fire,  the  ¥  is  feparated  from  the  h  and  Btfi 
wwtfc,  and  afeending,  takes  fome- what  from  h  with 
it,  and  becomes  a  Contumacious  and  this  is  to 

go  a  wandring)  and  he  enters  into  an  Inn,  where 
the  Hofi ,  and  2  the  Hofiefs ,  had  the  fign  of  the 
World(  5  )  in  a  banging  Table, who  having  entertain¬ 
ed  him,  difpoiled  him  of  all  his  Fathers  goods,  (So¬ 
lution)  Then  there  grew  fuch  a  great  fcarcity  of  Corn 
(with  drought)that  all  men  were  even  deformed  by  rea^ 
Ton  of  the  Famine  ( corruption),  to  prevent  which  he 
is  enforced  to  keep  hogs,  (that  is  to  dwell  with  fetid 
Nitre)  and  to  feed  on  huskes,(that  is  Tartar)  (incera- 
tion,  imbibition)  by  which  being  humbled  (Digeftior, 
Circulation,  Edulcoration,  Putrefadion)  he  returns 
to  his  Father,  (Incorporation)  as  a  loft  Son,  (fome 
thing  is  made  nothing,  and  nothing  is  made  fomething 
again)  he  brings  forth  a  new  Garment,  C^r^e»«(7;/i)he 
puts  a  Gold  Ring  on  his  finger,  (  >  impregnated  with 
®)  after  which  he  remains  conftant  with  his  Father, 
and  becomes  a  good  and  thrifty  Houfeholder,  that  is, a 
fixt  metal.  And  now  that  I  thus  compare  this  Tranf- 
mutation  of  imperfed  bodies,  efpecially  of  y  to  the 
parable  of  the  loft  Son  let  no  body  be  therewith 
difpleafed,  for  I  did  it  for  the  eafier  knowledge  there¬ 
of.  There  lies  under  it  a  great  fecret,!  peyer  obferved 
the  like=changcs  in  my  whole  Labours ;  for  firft  of 
all,  in  the  Solution  appears  a  blacknefs,  which  have- 
ing  remained  his  time,  there  follows  the  tail  of  the 
Peacock, greennefs  and  thenwhitenefs;but  whether  or 
no  a  rednefs  would  follow,  if  it  be  detained  longer 
in  digeftion,  lam  not  certain,  for  I  never  arrived 
beyond  the  whitenefs-  It  is  a  moft  pleafant  Labour, 
greatly  exhilerating  the  Artificers  mind,  of  fmall 
charges  and  little  difficulty;  if  they,  firtd  the  weight 
and  good  vefi’els,  it  Ihewsthe  way  and  opens  the  Door 
to  higher  Secrets,  happy  is  he  who  attains  the  things, 
he’ll  never  be  fatisfyed  with  thefigfic  thereof,  norad- 
miration,  how  rich,  generous,  fair  and  glorious  Na¬ 
ture  is  in  her  retirements.  Note  well,  that  every  Me* 
tal  may  be  walht  apart  with  )?  and  Salts,  fo  that  be¬ 
ing  exalted,  it  may  yield  @  and  )  in  feparation,  and 
pafs  through  all  colours,  but  it  will  not  be  fo  profi¬ 
table,  as  if  they  were  all  joined  together,  for  then  one 
operates  fpiritually  upon  the  other,  changetli  and 
perfeds  him.  And  now  having  abundantly  difeover- 
ed,  how  ©  and^ )  is  to  be  extraded  out  of  the  imper* 
fed  metals,  and  becaufe  in  that  labour  ©  and  )  is 
moft  an  end  jointly  together,  ’tis  very  necefiary  to 
know,  by  what  Art  they  may  be  feparated  each  from 
the  other,  that  fo  each  may  be  had  by  it  felf,  which  is 
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to  be  done  thus ;  If  this  mixture  hath  more  ©  than , 
■\  ’tis  raoft  profitably  to  be  melted  by  Antimony  ana 
precipitated  into  a  Regulus  with  Iron  wafhed  withNi- 
{re  and  purifyed.  This  work  you  may  find  de- 
fcribed  in  my  former  Books.  NB.  If  the  Nitre  in  the 
leparation  of  purification  of  the  Reguli>  prey  upon 
fome  of  the  ©  and  )  and  attrad  it  to  it  felf,  let 
none  grieve  thereat  and  account  his  labour  Ic^,  but 
let  him  remember  the  faying  of  Paracelfns 
ftion  or  Corruption  makes  the  Sojd  perfert ;  Th^e 
N itrous  Scoria,in  which  the  cleanRd  Reguli  are>let  e 
carefully  kept  andfixt?  then  by  a  ftrong  flux  let  them 
be  reduc’d  and  you  (hall  receive  the  loft  Son  much 
more  elegant  than  he  was  before  it  s  being  loft>  10 
that  hereby  you  lofe  not,  but  rather  become  a  gain¬ 
er  Here  would  be  a  fit  place  to  fpeak  of  a  certain 
profitable  work  if  the  drift  of  the  thing  would  per¬ 
mit  Enough  is  fpoken  to  a  wife  man,  Fools  will  not 
profit  by  any  thing:  But  if  it  contain  more  )  than 
let  the  mixture  be  atfirftof  all  granulated,  and 
burnt  with  Sulphur,  let  it  be  precipitated,  either  with 
5  alone  or  without  it,  with  lead  and  Salts  i  thus  fepa- 
rating  the  ©  from  the  >  into  Reguli  *,  then  wafli  it 
with  Nitre  or  with  Lead,  and  let  it  be  puiifyed,  the 
work  being  to  be  done  in  like  manner.  You  are  to 
note  that  if  the  precipitation  be  done  with  h  ,then  the 
Caput  Ikopff J  is  to  be  added,  where¬ 

by  the  work  will  be  apparently  haftned  and  bet¬ 
tered.  NB-  If  the  Reguli  of  the  maturated  or  fixt 
Metals  be  coppery  or  pale,  they  need  not  be  waflit, 
but ’twill  fuffice  if  being  granulated,  they  are  pre¬ 
cipitated  with  Salts,  and  the  Caput  Mortmm 
ltopff,jallthe  ©and  >will  come  forth  in  peculiar 
Reguli,  the  Copper  and  the  Lead  will  be  fcorifyed, 
and  may  in  acute  Furnaces  (^tfclj  ofm)  be  reduced, 
and  be  aplyed  to  other  ufes  according  to  the,  rule 
of  Art.  1  judge  it  inexpedient  to  heap  up  more 
things  concerning  Extradion  (^tipctn)  wafliing,  and 
the  reparation  of  metals,  being  every  where  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  other  writings.  Alfo  it  will  be  need- 


lefs  to  explain,  by  what  manner  metals  may  be  more 
commodioufly  melted  fo  as  to  yield  more  and  better 
metals,  as  alfo  how  the  poor  and  rough  Minerals 
that  abound  with  a  preying  and  devouring  Sulphur, 
whereby  the  metal  in  its  fufion,  is  turned  into  Scoria^ 
and  affords  fo  little  profit,  that  being  not  able  to 
quit  coft,they  remain  unmanaged, the  which  Sulphur 
efpecially  in  the  Minerals  of  Copper  and  Lead,  may 
by  a  Angular  Cement  or  Gradatory  fire,  be  inverted 
and  changed,  fo  that  afterwards  in  their  fufion.  It’s 
fo  far  from  fwallowing  up  the  metal,  and  turning  of 
it  into  Scoria^  that  it  rather  exalts  it  fo  as  to  give  © 
in  the  feparation,  the  which  could  never  have  been 
done  without  this  burning  or  roafting.  No  body 
doth  throughly  fearch  after  any  help  for  this  or  that 
metal,  either  before  the  melting  or  in  the  melting  of 
it,  if  the  grofs  fire  is  not  able  to  melt  it  down,  but 
raoft  frequently  the  belt  part  remains  in  the  Scoria 
without  profit  or  ufe.  ’  T is  poflible  for  an  experienced 
Chymift,  profitably  to  extrad  that  ©  and  >  which  the 
Scoriah^Lve  fwallowed  up,  what  by  fufion  and  by  ad¬ 
hibiting  fuitable  Men(trmms.  A  work  of  this  na¬ 
ture  hath  been  hinted  in  my  difeourfe  of  the  Extra- 
dion  of  Flints,  and  more  ftiall  be  likewife  mentioned 
when  I  come  to  write  of  the  felicity  and  hidden 
Treafures  of  Germany^  which  time  let  the  Reader 
with  patience  exped.  A  nother  benefit  would  arife  to 
fuch  as  work  on  metals,  if  they  had  the  perfed 
way  of  feparating  >  and  feparating  the  0  by  pre¬ 
cipitation,  that  lies  therein,  ( that 
it  may  not  be  fo  unworthily  wafted  with  the  >  by 
the  Artificers. 

And  thus  I  conclude  this  Appendix  or  addition  to 
the  Mineral  work,  the  which  I  have  brought  forth 
to  light  with  a  good  will  for  my  Neighbours  fake, 
that  fo,  being  accepted  with  a  ferene  mind,  the  Glo-. 
ry  of  God  may  be  thereby  advanced  •,  for  which  end 
I  wifli  with  all  my  heart  a  divine  benedidion  on  the 
Labours  of  every  honeft  and  adive  fearcher  into 
the  metalline  affairs.  Amtn. 


-yjVi 


The  APOLOGY  of 


Againft  the  Lying  Calumnies  of 


CHRISTOPHER  FARNNER 


*Tis  an  ancient  Proverb,  that  toucheth  Dung  is  dejfiledy  and  will  alwaies  fayouY 

of  a  Dunghill.  Experience  makes  it  evident. 


claim  to,  to  undergo  any  thing,  fo  that  I  might 
enjoy  my  beloved  Peace  ( with  which  GOD  has 
bleft  me  hitherto).  Neither  have  I  ever,  fo  long 
as  I  have  liv'd  in  the  World  ,  (  and  I  am  pretty 
ancient  )  been  taken,  by  the  worft  of  men,  for  a 
contentious  Perfon  ;  But  perfidious  Farnner,  unpro- 

p  p  2  vokedj 


I  Ever  hated  Quarreling,  as  more  agreeable  to 
the  Pevilhnefs  of  Women,  than  the  more  Ge^ 
nerous  Temper  of  Chriftian  Men  ^  and  have, 
as  much  as  1  might,  alwaies  declin’d  it,  being 
rather  defirous  to  fuffer  injuries,  to  bear  Ioffes,  by 
lilence  to  forgo  thofe  things  I  might  lawfully  lay 
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vokedj  urges  me  to  this  vindication  of  my  felf,  by 
going  about  not  only  to  hurt  my  Perfon,  but  alfo 
by  a  Pride  no  lefs  than  his  Envy,  to  explode  and 
defame  all  my  Writings,  and  by  infamous  Letters 
difperied  abroad,  to  render  me  odious  to  all  good 
men-  Which  wicked  Enterprize,  though  I  heard 
of  it  by  many?  1  durft  not  believe?  till  a  printed 
Epiftle  of  his  came  to  my  hands  ?  which  having 
perufed,  I  thought  1  could  not  enough  admire  his 
deteftable  Impiety?  and  the  many  fcandalous  names 
he  had  for  me. 

Art  thou  not  alhamed  Farmer,  to  expofe  my 
Works  to  the  contempt  of  others,  when  thou  nei¬ 
ther  dolt,  or  ever  canft  underftand  ’em,  and  before 
now  haft  prais’d  ’em,  as  may  be  proved  from  your 
own  hand  ?  I’m  fure  I  never  merited  that  you 
fiould  cavil  at  me  where-e’er  you  come?  and  pro¬ 
claim  my  Writings  unprofitable-  You  ought  ra¬ 
ther  all  your  Life,  in  confideration  of  the  many  bene¬ 
fits  you  have  receiv’d  at  my  hands,  to  have  beha¬ 
ved  your  felf  as  a  Man  grateful  to  me  ;  but  inftead 
of  that,  notwithftanding  the  Obligation  that  lies 
upon  you  to  the  contrary,  you  have  defpightfully 
recorapenfed  all  my  kindnefs  with  the  bafeft  Ingra¬ 
titude,  which  is  direftly  oppofite  to  goodnefs- 

To  what  end  do  you  deny  that  you  had  your  grea- 
teft  knowledge  from  me,  and  in  the  mean  time  ex¬ 
pofe  it  as  your  own?  and  upbraid  me  from  whom 
you  had  it  ? 

I  never  before  believ’d  you  unfaithful,  but  al- 
waies  thought  you  candid,  and  have  communicated 
fo  great  things*  to  no  man  as  to  your  felf-  I  believe 
you  will  not  deny  your  coming  twice  from  Lochoovia 
to  me  at  Kitz.inga ,  and  entreating  me  to  communi¬ 
cate  fome  Secret  to  you,  whereby  you  might  get  a 
livelihood.  Have  you  not  been  forced  twice,  being 
repulfed,  to  return  home  with  this  Excufe  ?  That  I 
wanted  time  to  inftruft  you  ?  And  when  you  came 
the  third  time?  I  fuffered  ray  felf  to  be  perfwaded, 
and  did  communicate  fome  Secrets  to  you  gratis^  on 
this  confideration.  That  you  fhould  impart  _  thofe 
things  wherewith  I  trufted  you?  to  no  man  without 
my  leave ;  which  you  promifed  by  an  Obligation, 
{viz..  That  you  wou’d  keep  all  things  fecret)  under 
the  penalty  of  Difgrace,  and  the  forfeiture  of  all 
your  Goods.  Why  haft  thou  falfified  thy  Word, 
and  contrary  to  thy  Promifes,  fo  wickedly  ridicul’d 
me  among  all  men,  when  with  thy  whole  Family 
thou  didft  promife  to  be  faithful  to  me  }  Not  only 
Obligations,  but  alfo  thine  own  Letters  are  Witnef- 
fes:  Neither  do  I  queftion?  that  if  I  had  loft  or 
wanted  them  to  convince  thee,  thou  wouldft  have 
denied,  and  that  with  an  Oath?  that  thou  waft  ever 
beholden  to  me  for  any  thing?  as  thou  haft  already 
begun,  and  as  thou  in  thy  fpightful  Writings  de- 
Tpifeft  all  my  Secrets?  and  proclaimeft  thine  (which 
yetaremine)  withpraife-  You  doubt  whether  or  no 
the  reading  this  will  make  me  repent  that  I  ever 
trufted  you  with  fo  many  things?  which  I  had  never 
vlone,-  had  not- you  obliged  your  felf  to  labour  di= 
ligently  with  me  in  my  Laboratory  ?  to  produce 
thofe  things  for  the  profit  of  us  both.  But  what 
can  I  do  with  them  ?  They  are  perilhed  and  gone 
which  yet  might  fufficiently  have  fuftain’d  both  you 
and  me,  had  not  you  made  ’em  publick. 

I  pray?  What  gain  can  you  hope  for  from  them, 
now  they  are  every  where  known  ?  Wherefore  when 
I  fee  thofe  things  taken  from  me?  and  by  you  impar¬ 
ted  to  all  men,  in  fpight  of  me,  for  your  own  advan¬ 
tage,  I  think  fit  (for  1  cannot  hope  for  any  farther 


profit  from  them  privately )  to  make  ’em  known  to 
the  World  j  and  by  the  Grace  ofG  O  D,  I  may  live 
without  them  :  But  if  1  alfo  fliould  buy  all  thy  goods 
which  thou  unjuftly  poftefieft  and  felleft  to  every  man, 
of  thee?  and  diftribute  them  about  the  world ,  thou 
wilt  fee  thou  canft  not  eafily  recover  them,  or  others 
in  their  room-  I  indeed  will  give  you  nothing  for 
the  future?  ndthercanmy  unfaithful  Servant,  whom 
you  have  made  as  good  as  your  felf,  give  you  any 
thing,  for  whatever  _  he  hath  learn’d  of  me  thefe 
two  years,  he  has  given  you?  which  you  alfo  have 
laid  up  among  your  own  wares  and  ekpofed  to  fale. 
Who  will  hereafter  truft  you?  you  have  fo  wickedly 
deceiv’d  me  ?  Every  man  will  abominate  you,  and 
fhun  your  Partnerflilp  and  Company,  neither  unde- 
fervedly,  for  the  Laws  of  your  own  Obligation  make 
this  your  «Fate:  So  the  merit  of  the  Crime  lhall  re¬ 
turn  upon  the  Author,  and  you  can  be  more  fure 
of  nothing,  than  that  Divine  Vengeance  will  pur- 
fue  you.  1  confefs  indeed  fome  others,  as  well  as 
you,  have  injur’d  me,  but  none  by  fo  wicked  an 
aft ;  whom  neverthelefs GOD  (to  whom  I  refer’d 
my  Caufe )  hath  fo  fevereJy  puniflied,  that  each  of 
them,  by  one  caufe  or  other  ,  has  brought  upon 
himfelf  his  deferved  Reward  of  Punilhment-  But 
I  had  yet  farther  tolerated  you  to  exercife  your 
Trade  at  your  pleafure ;  neither  had  I  followed  you 
to  Lochgovia,  to  urge  your  Obligation  to  you,  but 
had  committed  Vengeance  to  GOD;  only  for  that 
you  were  not  content  to  fell  thofe  things  publickly 
for  your  filthy  lucre?  which  you  had  of  me ,  and 
which  you  obliged  ,your  felf  to  keep  fecret,  and  to, 
take  that  profit  to  your  felf  which  was  due  to  me,  but 
alfo  you  have  rendered  me,  and  the  things  you  had 
from  me,  odious  j  which  has  been  fo  much  to  my 
difadvantage?  that  I  can  no  longer  bear,  but  am 
now  refolved  to  the  utmoft  to  refute  thofe  impious 
and  lying  Calumnies,  which  you  by  your  Letters 
have  fent  into  the  world  concerning  me,  and  to  de¬ 
fend  my  felf  and  my  Works,  againft  which  yoa 
have  fo  wickedly  inveighed,  that  all  theVorldmay 
fee  how  great  your  perfidioufnefs  has  been  towards 
me?  and  that  your  Heart  atfted  by  Hellifli  wicked- 
nefs ,  has  raged  againft  me  with  horrid  Lyes,  Taunts 
ahd  Reproaches,  contrary  to  all  manner  of  Equity: 
You  muft  needs  know,  that  nothing  can  be  more 
troublefome  to  me  ?  than  to  fpend  that  time  in  re¬ 
proving  your  Lyes,  which  I  could  otherways  em¬ 
ploy  to  greater  profit  ;  wherefore  I  fliall  anfwer 
your  trifling  ftories  as  briefly  as  is  polfible-  Every 
wife  man  will  eafily  fee  how  frivolous  your  Excufe  is. 
Do  you  think  that  any  honeftman  will  believe  you, 
if  you  fay  you  don’t  owe  the  greateft  of  your 
Knowledge  to  me  ?  No  furely,  for  no'' man  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  it  :  About  two  years  fince,  you  did  not 
know  how  to  bring  a  Crucible  to  the  Fire,  much 
lefs  to  make  a  trial  of  Brafs ;  which  you  did  not 
learn  of  me,  but  my  unfaithful  Servant  taught  it 
you?  whom  you  for  that  caufe  efteem ;  yet  feeing 
you  know  fo  much,  how  lawfully  may  I  complain 
of  him,  what  a  Rafcal  he  has  been  to  me,  and  that 
you  for  that  very  reafon  have  taken  him  to  your 
felf,  that  you  may  fifh  from  him  whatever  he  had 
learned  in  thofe  two  years  he  ferved  me  ;  although 
he  did  not  fhun  you,  becaufe  he  was  unwilling  to 
communicate  thofe  things  he  had  learn’d  of  me  to 
any  man  elfe. 

And  fo  you  make  your  felf  Mafter  of  my  Se¬ 
crets,  and  Covenant  with  him  to  undo  me  and 
mine :  Is  this  the  part  of  a  good  man  ?  You  do  not 

only 
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only  expofe  thofe  things  you  had  of  me,  but  thofe 
alfo  which  my  perfidious  Servant  has  fince  given 
YOU  to  be  fold  at  a  price,  when  you  have  no  right 
to  fell  another  mans  goods,  to  which  you  have  no 
title.  We’ll  come  to  the  point  and  expofe  all  your 
vvickednefs,  as  well  your  impious  fpeeches,  as  pe^ 
fidious  adions,  to  the  view  of  the  world  :  But  firft 
of  all  I  will  lay  before  you  the  obligations  you 
gave  me,  as  moft  fure  pledges  of  your  truth,  that 
by  the  review  of  them,  you  niay  judge  yonr  felf 
how  honeft  you  have  been,  and  how  faithfully  you 
have  kept  your  promifesi  and  every  man  lhall 
thence  fee,  (efpecially  thofe  among  whom  you  have 
fo  wickedly  ridicul’d  mej' with  what  bafe  ingrati¬ 
tude  you  have  recompenled  nil  my  Favours. 


Th^  firjl Ollig^fion  which  F  ARN  NE 


runs 


thus  ; 


Foraftnuch  as  .  the  ntofi  excellent  and  learned 
Air.  John  Rudolph  Glauber,  moved  by  a  fmgular 
^jfeiiion  towards  me^  has  communicated.,  Jhewen  and 
demonftrated  to  me  mdernamed^  fome  of  thofe  fecrets 
whereof  he  is  Mafter^  and  hath  enjoined  me  to  filence  ; 

/  therefore  hind  my  felf,  and  fromife  upon  my  Credit 
and  Reputation,  and  call  God  and  my  chriftian  pro- 
fejfion  to  witnefs,  that  I  will  divulge  none  of  .thofe 
things  to  any  man  living  •  hut  if  it  be  fo  (which  God 
forbid)  that  Ido  at  any  time  communicate  any  of  thofe 
things  to  any  man,  then  I  full  mofi  willingly  renounce 
all  ^y  right  in  thofe  Goods,  movables  or  immovables, 
which  I  jhall  pojfefs,  and  give  him  abfolute  power  to 
take  them  to  himfelf,  and  convert  them  to  hts  own  ufe  and 
advantage:  and  not  that  only,  but  I  give  him  far¬ 
ther  power  to  proclaim  me  perfidious  and  wicked, 
to  defame  me  and  make  me  abominable  to  all  men,  for 
which  reafon,  the  laws  of  Silence  jhall  be  obferved  by 
me  mofi  firiSlly.  Nay  farther,  in  confideration  of  the 
many  benefits  he  has  befiowed  on  me,  I  give  up  .my  felf , 
my  beloved  wife,  and  my  children  to  Jerve  him  in  all 
things  lawful  and  honefi,  to  go  when  and  where  he 
pieces,  and  to  eafe  his  labours  ;  and  if  he  dye  firfi, 
(which  God  avert)  to  be  alike  ferviceable  to  his  whole 
Family,  which  care  he  alfo  has  promis"* d  to  me  and  mine: 
J  promi fe  then,  (if  my  Fates  grant  me  life)  that  I  will 
be  to  my  ut mofi, ferviceable .  to  him  fo  longas  he  lives  ; 
In  witnejs  whereof,  I  have  hereto  fet  my  hand  and  feal. 
Given  at  Kitzinga,  the  15th  day  of  June,  1652. 


oblige  my  felf  for  what  he  hath  already  done,  or  hereafter 
jhall  do  for  me,  to  be  all  my  life  thankful,  not  only  to  him^ 
but  to  his  Children  alfo.  But  for  as  much  as  *tis  mofi  cer¬ 
tain,  this  life  will  have  an^end,  but  we  know  not  the  time 
when,  the  firfi  Obligation  is  not  full  and  clear  enough., 
and  for  that  caufe  I  bind  my  felf  and  promife,  (fo  help 
me  God  f  and  fwear  by  the  King  of  Heaven  who  always 
bears  witnefs  to  the  Truth’,  and  farther,  upon  my  Credit 
and  Reputation,  for  the  prefervation  whereof  every  Chri- 
fiian  manjhould  be  induced  to  keep  his  promife,  if  (which 
that  God  would  in  mercy  avert,  I  fhall  not  ceaje  to  put 
up  my  daily  Prayers)  the  above  named  Mr.  Glauber 
and  his  beloved  Wife  jhall  die,  and  leave  their  Children, 
unmarried,  I  do  oblige  my  felf  by  this  mofi  [olemn  Oath, 
to  cb ferve  faithfully,  and  as  a  Chrifiian  man  ought,  thefo 
following  things:  viz.  I  will  forthwith  take  his  Children  ta 
an  inheritance  with  mine,  and  to  my  utmofi  skill,  infirufb 
them  in  the  fecrets  of  their  dead  Father,  and  jhew  them, 
•all  things  requifite  and  necejfary,  as  fully  as  to  my  own 
children-,  and  that  after  this  manner.  That  what  ever  of 
their  Parents  heritage  belongs  to  them,  they  jhall  wholly 
pojfefs,  and  they  jhall  lawfully  demand  it  as  their  proper 
due’,  and  if  any  thing  goes  from  him,  I  will  redeem  it,  fo 
that  my  Children  jhall  lay  no  claim  to  it:  on  the  contrary, 
(for  thofe  fecrets  communicated  tome,  which  hereafter 
may  redound  to  pty  profit)  I  make  the  aforefaid  Mr, 
Glauber’s  Children  Hetrs  with  mine,  that  they  may 
be  admitted  equally  to  my  Efiate,  and  alike  enjoy  the 
Goods  of  me  living:  But  if  I  Farnner,  contrary  to  my 
expelFqtion,  jball  depart  this  World  before  Mr.  Glauber, 
he  is  boundto  infiruH  my  Children  in  his  Hrt,  accord¬ 
ing  as  they  are  qualifyed,only  fo  far, as  that  thereby  they  may 
get  their  living,  and  that  they  may  not  be  burdenfome 
to  him.  He  may  at  his  plea  fare  infir  ubi  him  that  he 
jhall  efieem  mofi  fit-,  in  fome  jecret,  with  which  he  jhall 
afterwards  teach  his  Brethren  to  get  themfelves  main¬ 
tenance.  And  for  the  fame  caufe,  I  call  my  little  Son 
Alexander,  and  jurrender  him  to  Mr.  Glauber  nnd, 
his  fervice,  fo  that  he  may  keep  him  as  long  as  he  jhall 
be  willing,  and  it  jhall  not  be  in  my  power  to  take  him 
from  him  according  to.  the  agreement  we  have  both 
made  with  him  :  all  which  things  are  refirain*d  to  this 
'  on  either  fide,That  if  the  Parents  of  either  part  die  be¬ 
fore  their  Children  are  provided  for,  which  God  forbid, 
and  our  Children  .jhall  be  free  by  the  early  death  of 
their  Parents,  then-  each  jhall  to  his  utmofi,  provide  for 
his  own  Children, 

That  all  thefe  things  may  be  obferved  the  more  firmly, 
I  a  fit  X  my  Seal  and  name,  and  by  my  own  hand  writing, 
oblige  my  felf  fo,  that  if  at  any  time  /  falfify  my 
word,  my  Children  may  be  calPd  to  witnefs  my  perjury. 
Given  at  Kit%ingst  the  loth  0/ September,  the  year 
I  $5 2.  Ct)?iaopl)£t  ifarnner* 


Tellis,  Spirenfis  Canonicatus  Qu^ftor,  LochgovU  & 
Horrhemi. 


The  fecond  OhUgation. 

I  Chrillopher  Farnner,' /or  the  time  being  Canonicate 
0/ Spire, Lochgovia  andHorrheme,  in  the 
Dukedom  of  Wirtemberg,  to  all  by  whom  thefe  prefents 
jhall  be  read,  make  known,  that  the  mofi  excellent  and 
learned  A/r.  John  Rudolph  Glauber  for  little  or  no  re¬ 
ward,  has  communicated  fome  of  his  fecrets  to  me,  and 
with  me  made  a  covenant  after  this  manner.  That  /  mufi 


NB.  I  did  not  require  this  obligation  of  Farnner, 
neither  woU’d  I  have  taken  it,  but  admonifh’d  him  to 
be  true  to  the  firft,  with  which  1  was  contencj  for 
he  gave  me  this  for  no  other  reafon,  but  to  get 
more  out  of  me :  But,  becaufe  I  had  found  out  his 
cheats,  and  he  wou’d  not  be  advis’d  for  his  own  pro¬ 
fit,  he  at  laft  makes  mention  of  this  new  obligation, 
in  a  certain  epiftle  of  his,  thinking  thereby  I  was 
oblig’d  to  a  farther  communication  of  my  Art  to  hin^ 
tho  I.  have  often  told  him,  that  1  valu  d  not  this  lalt 
obligation  but  wou'd  give  it  him  again:  But  when  he  re¬ 
fus'd  to  take  it,  1  canceled  it,  and  kept  it  by  me, 
for  this  reafon,  that  it  might  be  feen  how  he  had 
bound  himfelf  by  this  new  Obligation  ,  which 
certainly  he  wou’d  never  have  done,  without  ve* 
ry  good  caufe.  Q.  9 
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Expre/ms  gathered  out  of  certain  of  Farnntr’j 
EpiJHes  lent  to  me  ;  from  which  is  evident 
how  greatly  he  is  beholden  to  me, 

T  Here  fore  /  faithfully  affirre  yow,  that  /  will  portly 
leave  zny  Hmfe^  and  take  a  Journey  farther  to 
provide  for  my  Family  ;  my  Wife  too  is  very  willing  to 
ro  'Tvith  me^  and  to  he  inicrcfied  in  our  agreements^  but 
/  cardt  fee  what  pou?d  oblige  her  to  it,  when  it  can’ve  he 
effcfted  very  commodioujly  '•  Tet  J  refolve^if  nothing  ex¬ 
traordinary  hinder  we,  after  eight  dates ^  that  is^  on  the 
-th.  day  of  April,  to  depart  hence^  and  then  anfwer 
your  mofi  friendly  Letters^  together  with  my  beloved 
IVife^  and  all  my  Family,  to  take  part  with  you  in  all  your 
.Labcuy  s  and  help  you  with  the  greatefl  diligence.  Bat  be-. 
Caule  J  intend  to  be  fo  fuddenly  with  you,  I  pall  write  no 
more  at  this  time.  March  26th.  1653. 

Out  of  another  Epiftle,  July  17th.  1653. 

FJope  you  will  eXcufe  me,  that  I  did  not  come  to  yo«, 
£  becaufe  hindered  by  my  Wife'^s  fault inefs,  who  telling 
mcPe  woidd  come  with  mCj  privily  laid  Objlacles  in  my 
Way  •,  this  offence  wou^d  not  ds/lrdy  a  ICnave  Whey ef ore 
I  air ain  int  i  eat  you  not  to  cap  me  off-,  but  continue  your 
wonted  favour  to  nie  and  J  pall  endeavour  in  my  place  to 
aivf  yon  ample  JdtisfdMwn  j  neither  pall  ahy  thing  hin- 
Per  my  fpeedy  performance  of  what  J  have  promi fed. 

Out  of  another  Epiftic,  July  29th.  if553. 

FOrafmiich  therefore  as  1  have  by  the  wicked  deceit  of 
my  Wife,  broken  the  tn any  Fromifes  1  made  of  coming 
to  you,!inlefs  /  wan'd  have  taken  her  wicked  Amafius  orga- 
lant^as  Companion  in  the  Journey  •,  it  has  at  length  pleafed 
Cod  to  take  her  axCayiand  fo  put  me  in  a  cap  achy, 

Sir,  of  ferving  you  without  the  leap  impediment^  where: 
fore  J  give  my  felf  wholly  toyoitr  Commands  :  And  althd* 
J  have  been  perfvaded  by  Perfbns  of  principal  Authority  to 
marry  again.,  I  will  not.,  but  commit  my  felf  to  be  managed 
by  J  our  ‘Counfel,  as  you  were  my  Father.  Therefore^  pnce 
ive  are  parted,  if  my  Fates  grant  me  Life  and  Pro- 
fperity,  I  will  come  to  you,  and  commit  my  felf  to  your 
guidance  and  protection,  Worthy  Patron  ;  for  which  rea» 
fon  I  pall  forbear  to  write  any  thing  at  this  tirhe  of  your 
Laboratory,  more  than  what  /  fee  in  your  Letters,  that 
all  things  may  proceed  the  more  regularly.  Wherefore, 
thouq^h  I  have  been  folieited  by  many,  yet  pall  rejetl  all  as 
much  as  /  may  commodioufy,  in  hopes  of  this,  that  when 
J  have  firp  gotten  your  copent,  J  may  communicate  my  la¬ 
bour  to  (ome,  whereby  /  may  get  a  good  Sim  of  Money  : 
But  thefe  things  pall  he  deferred  till  our  happy  meeting. 

In  another  Epiftle  he  faith  j 

'T^Hat  Itc  was  confident  he  could  find  out  all  my  Art  by 
my  Waitings,  except  that  the  VePels  do  not  alvoaies 
abide  the  Fire,  and  that  the  Apothecaries  refiifed  to  buy 
his  Aledicines,  unlefs  he  would  teach  them  the  way  to  pre- 
par  e'^em  :  Again,  he  would  give  me  Fifty  R.  Boilers  for 
each  monthi  for  my  part,  as  may  befhewn  from  himfelf ; 
thefe  are  his  words :  And  if  he  was  not  obliged  tome,  why 
would  he  give  me  Fifty  R,  Boilers  each  Month  ? 

From  all  which  (and  much  more  I  might  add, 
which  for  brevities  fake  I  omit)  it  evidently  appears, 
that  Farnner  was  obliged  to  me,  which  he  would 
never  have  been,  had  not  he  receiv’d  fome  benefit- 


from  me,  which  render’d  him  bound  to  me :  But  if 
he  is  oblig’d  to  me,  why  was  he  fo  wicked,  as  in  his 
lying  Epiftlesfo  malapertly  to  defpife,and  difparage 
me  and  my  Secrets,  which  he  had  from  me  ?  Hence 
then  every  man  may  perceive  what  they  ought  to 
judge  of  him,  that  he  has  both  behav’d  himfelf  mofi 
perfidioufly  wicked  toward  me,  and  alfo,  that  he 
has  fufficiently  declar’d  himfelf  the  molt  ungrateful 
in  the  World. 

But  that  no  man  may  fufpeA  that  I  wrell  any 
word  of  Farnnerh,  in  his  obligations  given  to  me, 
to  his  difadvantage,  or  my  own  ends,  I  have  taken 
care  to  have  his  own  hand-writing  view’d  by  No¬ 
taries  and  Witnefles,  who  will  atteft,  that  what  I 
have  printed  is  word  for  word  the  fame  with  what 
I  have  in  writing  under  his  own  hand. 


A  Specification  of  thofe  Chymical  Secrets  which 
Farnner  learn‘*d  of  Glauber,  and  in  the  trial  found  true-y 
and  of  thofe  which  yet  are  found  and  brought  to  trial ; 
where  it  mup  be  known,  that  thofe,  of  which  there  is  no 
mention  tmde  here,  if  Glauber  pould  relate  them ,  they 
would  not  anfwer  his  expeblation  in  Practice,  according 
to  his  information  :  Alfo  the  Charge  which  he  muf  be  at 
who  will  make  trial  of  thofe  Secrets  after  a  right  mari¬ 
ner,  is  here  added, 

I,  Panacea,  for  joR.  Dollers. 

A  Bout  which  thefe  things  are  to  be  conftdered  :  Jt  is 
made  chiefly  0/  Antimony  *,  to  which,  according  to 
his  common  way.  Sulphur  is  added  ;  which  tpne,  another 
Separation  is  made,in  which,from  a  whole  pound  of  Sulphur 
and  Antimony,  no  man  pall  receive  more  than  three  oun¬ 
ces  of  the  purefl  Sulphur.  There  are  indeed  two  other 
Subjects,  which  produce  a  s^olden  Sulphur  better  than  An: 
timony,  but  I  have  found  a  way  to  extract  a  thick  and 
pure  Sulphur  from  all  forts  of  Metali  (except  Lum  and 
Sol )  nnd  Minerals,  and  after  Glauber’^  manner  to  mako 
Tinctures-  All  thefe  Secrets  annexed  will  be  taught  for 
the  price  named. 

2.  To  reduce  Minerals  and  Metals  into  Brofs,  after 
Glauber’j  way,  to  reduce  them  to  nothing,  and  then  with¬ 
out  Charge  to  bring  them  to  their  own  Species  again  ,  or 
to  turn  them  into  fluid  Oil,  or  Powder,  or  TtnFtures-, 
which  things  bear  an  affinity  to  thofe  aboi/e :  For  Twenty 
R.  Boilers. 

3.  Glauber’^  Alkahell,  nndaway  to  prepare  it,  per¬ 
haps  unknown  to  Glauber,  and  built  upon  a  more  firm 
foundation  ;  Fifty  R.  Boilers. 

4.  The  Trial  of  all  forts  of  Brafs,  but  not  of  every 
fort  at  once-i^  for  every  one  mujb  have  a  partigular  Pra¬ 
gue. 

To  make  ftore  of  Flowers  of  Coral  for  a  little 
Cofl  ;  ten  R.  Boilers, 

6.  To  make  melted  Tin  hard.,  that  it  pall  pine  and 
found  like  {SilverJ^  •  Ten  R.  Boilers. 

7.  To  make  white  Nitrifications  upon  Neffiels^for  Ten 
R,  Boilers, 

8.  Plenty  of  Spirit  of  Salt. 

This  is  not  prepared  after  Glauber’^  way,  and  though 
Glauber  was  fo  great  a  Lytr  as  to  affirm  ,  that  in  a 
clear  Fire  fifty  pound  of  this  Spirit  might  be  prepared 
in  one  day,  yet  he  cannot  produce  above  one  or  two  pound  ■ 
Wherefore  my  invention  is  much  better,  and  my  Spirit  is 
pure,  but  GJauber’j  has  V  itriol  mix'*d  in  it. 

And  though  I  gave  Glauber  a  great  Sum  of  Money  to 
communicate  thefe  Secrets  to  me,  yet  I  have  not  jettnd 


I 


'IJ 


I 


iPart  I. 


againfl  F 


arnner. 


1^1 


any  of  them  true^  aceor diny^  to  his  Information^  hut  was 
fain,  with  great  indufiry,  to  fee\  other  waits  of  working 
thafe  abovenamed. 

^nd  for  thofe  that  follow,  though  they  may  feem  to  he 
(derived  to  me  from  Glauber,  yet  they  have  not  fucceed- 
ed  by  his  Information,  hut  I  was  forced  to  go  another 
way  to  work,  which  will  hardly  he  found  by 

9.  To  mare  good  Bore  of  the  Spirits  of  Vitriol, 
Nitre,  Salt,  Aquafortis,  Aqua  Regis  ^//0  Sulphur, 
after  a  manner  not  yet  known,  and  which  will  fcarce  be 

known  to  Glauber  ;  forty  R.Dotlers  ,  - 

10.  To  produce  plenty  of  volatile  Mineral  Spirits, 
which  Spirits  afeend  the  Still  before  the  Phlegm ;  but  the 

abovenamed  after  the  Phlegm.  ^ 

NB.  Thefe  Spirits  have  the  fame  tajte  that  Spirit 

of  Wine  hath,  ofid  evaporate  like  it ,  and  are  void  of  cor-, 
roding  :  neither  do  I  doubt.,  hut  I  can  produce  fuch  Spi¬ 
rits  from  Metals  alfo,  though  in  metallicks  I  have  made  no 

j  Flowers  of  Minerals  and  Metals,  almofi  without 
diminution,  compendioujly  under  a  refrigeratory  cover, 
■which  Glauber  never  faw  ;  Ten  R.  Boilers. 

12.  The  Quinte  fence  of  all  Vegetables  :  Although 
Glauber^  in  his  TraPt,  promifed  to  bring  that 'alfo  to 
liaht  yet  he  never  performed  it  from  all  V ^ptahles,  but 
only  from  hot,  which  give  Oif  which  is  of  no  moment-., 
hJ that  from  cold,  to  wit,  Herbs,  is  artificial.  Thirty 

T.  Boilers.  ,  ,  '  ,  „r- 

13*'  To  give  new  firength  to  dead  and  eager  Wines., 

and  make  them  as  good  as  ever,  or  better-.  Two  Hun¬ 
dred  R.  Boilers.  , 

NB.  Note  here ,  That  I  very  much  run  againht 
Glauber’j  o/Vinary  Secrets*,  and  if  my  own 

Jndujhy  had  not  taught  me  more  jhan  that,  1 
minht  indeed,  according  to  his  infiruClion,  enereafe  the 
Strength  of  Wine,  but  rvith  an  ingratefd  reliJh,fo  as  J 
could  never  hope  to  try  eager  Wines  according  to  Art. 
Fut  now  I  cannot  only  bring  to  maturity  all  forts  of  Li¬ 
mior  s  from  both  fweet  andfowre  Grapes,  and  other  forts 
of  Fruits,  and  give  them  new  firength  in  the  Hogfiead, 
but  alfo  render  them  pallatahle  to  all  men.  Whoever 
hath  tailed  Ohuber'^s  Wines,  and  fall  afterwards  tafle 
mine,  will  eafily  difeern  a  diference. 

1 4.  To  give  any  Wines  what  relijh  I  pleafe, 

ij.  To  prepare  a  burning  Spirit  of  all  forts  of 
Broad-Corn  in  abundance,  with  great  eafe  and  prof, 
very  much  like  that  which  is  made  of  the  Breggs  of 
Wine,  and  fuflaining  all  Trials  :  There  are  already  eight 
founds  of  It  in  trial,  whether  they  will  hear  a  V yage 
by  Sea,  or  not  j  they  are  fent  beyond  Sea,  which  if  they  will 

undergo  ’,1  wo  hundred  R.  Boilers, 

NB"  Further^  I  know  how  to  reduce  all  burning  Spi¬ 
rits  into  one  form-,  as,  the  Spirit  of  Juniper,  or  Breads 
Corn,  like  to  BrarJy,  or  to  make  [pint  of  Wine  like  fpirit 
of  Bread-Corn  or  Juniper,  fo  that  it  fhall  not  be  dif- 
ctrnedof  what  fubjebl  ^tis  made. 

Neither  do  I  doubt,  but  that  I  know  alfo  how  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  fome  Liquors  carry‘'d  beyond  Sea,  are  corrup¬ 
ted:  Which  therefore,  if  by  the  benefit  of  this  trial,  the 
Certainty  is  made  known  to  me,  a  good  reafon,  and  after 
what  manner  it  may  be  help*d,fnay  be  learn‘*d  of  me  for 

16,  To  enereafe  the  firength  of  all  forts  of  Beer,  that 
they  fhall  have  equal  Virtue  with  'RhQD.lkhrWine,  and  yet 
the  Beer  lofe  nothing  of  its  relijh,  but  be  both  more  plea- 
font  and  durable  •  for  when  thus  ordered,  it  will  not  fofoon 
fowre  ;  but  if  it  be  decay"* d,  which  will  happen  to  Wine  in 
time,  the  Vinegar  which  will  arife  from  it,  will  be  as 
good  as  Wine- Vinegar  :  fifty  R.  Boilers. 

17.  To  give  fowre  Beer  its  natural  fweetnefs,  and  in 


fourteen  days  to  make  it  Jell  for  fire  ;  and  fo, though  turned 
three  or  four  times.,  to  make  it  fweet  in  fourteen  dates 
time  without  fail. 

1 8*  'To  produce  Vinegar  of  Bread-Corn,  and  fuch  other 
things,  very  like  Wine-Vinegar  in  all  things, without  fail ; 
fifty  R.  Boilers. 

19.  To  prepare  Vinegar  of  green  woods,  an  Flundred 

meafures  daily ,  together  with  Oil  of  Wood,  without 
Charge  ;  but  if  any  man  will  have  this  like  other  V me- 
gar,  it  requires  rellifying,  which  will  ask  fame  time  anid 
cojl  :  Ten  R.  Boilers..  , 

20.  Although  Glauber  delivered  in  a  little  TraSl,  a 
way  to  make  Tartar  of  the  burnt  Lees  of  Wine, yet  I  have 
alwaies  committed  many  Errours,  by  following  his  very 
Oral  infiru^ions,  till  bethinking  my  felf,  I  at  laft  made 
it  with  fruit,  and  plainly  reduced  it  to  Cryjkals. 

NB.  Whoever  will  follow  the  Bire^ions  of  that  TraH.^ 
may. 

2!.  To  feparate  every  Oar  of  Copper  with  profit,  and 
from  thence  to  produce  Gain  i 

22.  Of  that  fort  of  Copper  Oar,  if  by  chance  they  have 
any  )  front  thence  ,  to  feparate  it  with  fruit without 
lofs  of  the  Copper  and  Lead. 

23 .  To  feparate  Lead  from  Tefis  and  Cupels,  for  fmalt 
Cofi,  and  as  little  Labour. 

24.  To  feparate  Gold  and  Silver  by  melting. 

2  5.  To  build  a  Furnace,  in  which  one  may  bath  torri  fie, 
melt,  and  try  Metals  in  the  Probations  of  Cineritium  j 
containing  the  frnall  J  rials  of  an  hundred  C  ntcibles, 
or  more,  only  heat  with  Wood. 

.26.  Further,  a  Furnace,  in  which,  without  Bellows, 
one  may  try  a  good  quantity  by  the  Probations  of 

Cineritium.  -r-  •  t 

And  Laftly,  Forafmuch  as  the  lejfer  Trials  have  de¬ 
ceived  me,  if  I  went  to.  workman  a  greater  quantity,  I 
will  teach  wherein  my  chief  skid  conpfis, 

1.  In  the  lejjer  trial  I  have  ft^md  ,  that  with  the 
Spirit  of  Wine,  as  "^t is  generally  prepared ,  1  can.  make  an 
Anatomy  cf  all  Vegetable,  Animal,  Mineral,  and  Metal- 
lick^  SubjeSis,  feparate  their  three  Principles,  make  the 
volatile  fix*d,  and  the  fix'd  volatile,  andforee  "’em  through 
a  Limbeck. 

2.  To  force  the  Anima  and  Salt  of  Cold  through  the 
Linibeck,  and  to  reduce  it,  well  mix'd  with  its  Spirit  and 
volatile  Salt,  into  a  potable  body  like  Vegetable  Effences. 

But  becaHfe  Gold  may  be  reduced  into  fuch  a  fort  of  Ef . 
fence,  it  will  not  be  very  hard  to  render  the  imperfe^ 
Metals  and  Minerals,  with  their  Three  Ppnciples,  pota¬ 
ble:  and  thefe  Principles  or  ffnjepar  able  in  their  volatili¬ 
ty  ;  wherefore  I  doubt  not  but  they  may  be  fix'*  d. 

3.  Furthermore,  I  have  found  by  frnall  trUls  tbs  way 
of  takitxr  all  Corrofion  from  adCorrofive  Spirits,  by  this 
gener  alSpir  it,  and  of  reducing  them  (_kythe  help  of  Bi- 
vine  Providence)  into  fweet  Oils  or  Mcnllruums  j 

if  it  anfwer  the  defire  in  large  quantities,  (and  I  doiPt 
doubt  it)  Glauber  with  his  Alkahell»  which  indeed  is 
not  whody  to  be  defpWdymfl  be  forced  to  hide:  for  I  have 
hopes,  that  by  the  affiance  of  Bivine  Providence^  wbat- 
foever fubjebb  1  Jhad  propofe  to  my  f elf ,  I  can  feparate  a'ld 
purie  its  three  Principles  -,lafily-,  join  them,  and  Jo  produce^ 
a  better  fubieSt  and  mor-e  pure  -  But  ‘*tis  true,festng  1  was 

fo  of  ten  deceived  in  the  lefer  trial,  \  did  not  int^^et  it 

as  Truth,  but  Speculation.  However,  I  can  efetl  very 
wed  whatever  1  have  here  faid,  as  we.  mt  .e great  as 

ffCY* 

4/  But  forafmuch  as  fo  many  excellent,  as  well  as  new. 
Secrets,  ofer  themfelves,  that  I  can  t  chufe  but  clearly 
know  them,  and  therefore  ’tis  tmpofble  that  Ifimld  make 
all  thofe  Secrets  abovenamed  profitable  to  my  elf  :  Atd 
although  I  am  now  about  many  things,  that  hereafter  a 
'  QJiz  great 


I 


ip _ 

frcat  quantity  of  them  may  be  expos'^d  by  me  to  be  fold  m 
munds  and  hundreds  •,  yet  ijhall  mt  be/o  envious  to  re- 
fufe  a  Communication  of  them  to  any,  man  for  the  named 
Reward  ^  nor  keep  from  him  any  knowledge  1  can  give 

^^^Tet  he  mufi  know,  that  it  is  very  troublefome  to  inFlruU 
any  man  that  is  altogether  ignorant  and  void  of  s^ll  in 
Chymifiry  *,  Therefore  whoever  will  learn  any  of  thefe 
thtnas  of  me,  let  him  either  come  to  me,  or  Jignifie  his 
mind  by  his  Letters,  thus  .*  To  Chriftopher  Farnner, 
Canopcate  Quaflor  of  Spire,  &c. 


Thefe  are  the  words  of  the  perfidious  Farmer, 
which  he  hath  ufed  in  his  moft  falfe  and  wicked 
Writing. 


'A  Specification  of  thofe  Chymcal  things, 

THis,  good  Reader,  is  the  Beginning  or  Preface 
of  that  Lying  Writing,  in  which  he  hath  expo- 
fed  to  Sale  thofe  Secrets  he  had  of  me ,  and  found 
good  :  Befides,  he  adds,  That  thofe  Secrets  which  he 
had  of  me,  which  do  not  fucceed  according  to  his  de-- 
Cre,  are  not  added  i  but  thofe  only  whofe  Truth  he 
has  found  in  the  trial. 

Now  we’Jlopen  this  Fedler'*s.Stall,ti.vA.  look  through^ 
all  its  pkts,  to  fee  what  is  in  it. 

Thefe  words  follow  :  •  • 

1.  panacea] 

About  which  thefe  things  come  to  be  confidered . 

t 

H£re  Farnner  faies  my  Panacea,  for  the  greatefl: 

part ,  is  prepared  of  Antimony  *,  befides,  there 
are  yet  two  other  fubJeftSjfrom  which  a  puVe'f  Sulphur 
may  be  extracted,  than  that  which  is  drawn  from  An¬ 
timony  ;  Which  vain  fancies  he  may  vend,  or  what 
elfe  he  will,  I  can’t  hinder  him,  feeing  I  have  taught 
'him  to  extraft  nothing  but  a  pure  Medicinal  Sulphur 
from  Antimony,  by  the  benefit  of  a  lingular  Liquor, 
which  I  call  Al^hefi.  He  adds  alfo.  That  he  can  ex- 
tradt  the  fame  Sulphur  from  all  forts  of  Metals  and 
Minerals  (except  ©  and  >)  and  after  GlaubePs  way 
convert  them  into  Tindtures. 

I  declare  againft  this  his  firfE  Pofition  :  Farnner  here 
faith,  That  Panacea  may  be  prepared  from  Antimo¬ 
ny  fot  the  moft  part,  and  promifes  to  communicate  it 
to  any  man  that  defires  it,  for  a  certain  price,  to  wit, 
thirty  R*  Doliers.  But  thou  haft  feen,  gentle  Rea¬ 
der,  how  ftrongly  he  bound  himfelf,  by  his  Obliga¬ 
tion  given  to  me,  to  keep  fecret  thofe  things  I  had 
taught  him,  and  communicate  them  to  no  man,  un¬ 
der  the  Penalty  of  Difgrace,  and  the  forfeiture  of  all 
his  Goods.  I  confefs  indeed,  being  cajol’d  by  his  fre¬ 
quent  felicitations,  I  taught  him  the  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  the  Panacea,  but  from  no  fubjedt  but  Antimo¬ 
ny.  This  Panacea  of  Antimony  Farnner  expofes  to 
fale,  for  thirty  R.  Doliers  i  and  moreover  has  taught 
that  preparation  to  many,  from  whence  great  profit 
hath  redounded  to  him ;  when  yet  this  was  not  law¬ 
ful  for  him  to  do :  But  he  lhall  be  forced  e’re  long  to 
give  his  Reafons  for  fo  doing,  and  I  will  one  day  fee  if 
1  can  have  a  remedy  for  this  evil.  I  will  now  only 
(hew  how  wicked  he  has  been  to  me :  Wherefore  I 
am  compelled  to  expofe  thofe  fecrets  he  had  of  me 


Part  r 

and  every  where  makes  common,  to  the  view  of  the 
whole  World,  that  no  man  lhall  need  to  give  Money 
to  Farnner  for  ’em,  or  any  other  reward ,  but  may 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  them  for  nothing :  for  if 
that  knowledge  is  divulg’d  by  Farnner,  who  unjuft- 
ly,  by  the  publication  of  it,  endeavours  to  heap  up  to 
himfelf  Fame  and  Riches ,  I  may  well  communicate 
them  to  all  men  faithfully,  that  every  man  may  feve 
his  money:  But  becaufethis  is  prepared  by 

the  benefit  of  a  hot  and  Saline  Liquor,  which  I  call 
Alkahefi,  therefore  ’tis  necelTary  that  he  who  defires 
this  Panacea  Ihould  firft  know  the  Preparation  of  the 
Liquor  itfelf^  without  which  he  can  effeft  nothing. 
Indeed  it  grieves  me,  and  I  am  very  hardly  brought  to 
difeover  and  divulge  to  the  World  fo  excellent  a 
Menfruum,  by  which  fo  many  rare  Medicaments  may 
be  prepared  j  and  I  had  never  done  it,  had  not  this 
perfidious  Farnner  chang’d  and  adulterated  it  and  its 
ufe  in  the  Preparation  of  the  abovenamed  Panacea  e^ 
Antimony  and  others,  from  Minerals,  Animals^and 
Vegetables,  and  by  proftituting  and  communicating 
it  to  all  men.  I  think  him,  indeed,  a  Boar  .  out  of 
theForeft,  broke  into  my  Garden  of  Flowers,  that 
has^  with  his  fnout  routed  up  all  the  many  Fruits, 
which  with  much  fweat  and  labour  I  have  planted  j 
but  the  deed  will  once  be  rewarded. 

Now  follows  a  very  Ihort  Defeription  of  the  Pre^ 
paration  and  ufe  of  that  Liquor,  needfully  requifite 
in  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral  Medicaments : 
And  though  I  might  teach  another  and  far  bettor 
way  of  preparing  it ,  yet  there’s  no  neceiTity  for 
throwing  all  my  Pearls  before  Swine :  It  is  fufficient, 
to  my  forrow,  that  I  cannot  recal  thofe  which  thjs 
unfaithful  Farnner  has  fent  abroad,  and  am  forc’d  to 
behold  their  deftrudtion  with  thegreateft  trouble.  . . 

Of  the  Preparation  and  Z^fe  of  a  certain  fecret 
Vniverjal  Menftruum  ,  with  which  one  may 
injlitute  an  Anatomy  of  all  Vegetables ,  Ani~ 
mats,  and  Metals  ;correfi  them,and fromthenck 
prepare  good  Medicaments, 

OF  this  Menfiruum  the  Modern  Philofopher  VeL 
_  mont  makes  mention  in  fome  places  of  his 
Writings,  and  attributes  wonderful  EfFc6ls  to  it, 
which  he  exhibits  in  the  Preparation  of  MedicUs 
ments,  and  gives  it  the  name  Alkuhefi ;  ■  which  name 
Paracelfus  zKo  remembers;  but  in  few  words,  it  is 
the  fame  as  if  we  Ihould  fay  Alkali  eft  ^  for  when  the 
Letters  I  and  ?  are  joyn’d  with  a  daftr,  it  produces  the 
word  Alkaheft .  But  what  moved  Helmont  to  call  it 
we  lhall  not  here  difpute:  I  indeed  believe 
he  did  it,  thereby  to  demonftrate  its  Nature  and  EI^ 
fence  *,  for  in  German  Alkaheft  is  as  pr  Ijdgf,  or 
Sll  fU  ;  but  in  the  Brabant ickjdiotifm',  which  was 
the  Mother  Tongue  of  the  Author,  it  founds 
IjKgi,  that  is,  very  hot  •,  and  fo  the  name  anfwers  to 
the  Effence  ^  for  this  Liquor  is  nothing  but  a  meer 
fiery -Water,  by  whofe  immenfe  and  fecret  heat  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  if  they  are  put  into 
it  a  certain  time,  are  forthwith  purged,  ripen¬ 
ed,  and  made  better,  fo  that  they  become  excellent 
and  wholefome  Medicaments,  which  without  this  fie¬ 
ry  water  cou’d  not  be  done.  This  Menftrmm  then, 
is  nothing  but  an  igneous  Liquor,  prepared  of  urinous 
Salts,  which  is  endowed  with  thofe  Virtues  which  arc 
attributed  to  it  in  my  Treatife  of  flints. 
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againfi  Farnner. 


ylri  Admonition. 

Here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  this  Menfiruum  may 
be  nrepar’d  of  more  than  one  fubjecd:  •,  for  Nature  is 
Copious,  and  fets before  our  eyes  many  various  Ingre-- 
dients,  from  which,  by  the  help  Art,  divers  things 
may  be  efFeded  •,  as  may  be  evidenc  d  in  this  admii  a- 
ble  Liquor,  which  may  be  made  not  only  of  the  com¬ 
mon  h  terr^,  or  Salt  Peter,  but  atfo  of  the  fix  cl  Salt 
of  all  Vegetables,  and  efpecially  of  Tartar  •,  tis  no 
matter  of  what  fubjed  it  is  prepared,  for  it  has  ftill 
the  fame  Virtues4;hat  are  afcribed  to  it,  forarmuch 
as,  ifarightPrej^ration  be  made,  the  common  Sal 
«rr-c  and  thefix’d  Salt  of  Vegetables  are  of  one  and 
the  fame  Nature  and  Efience  :  For  the  genuine  Sal 
terra  or  Salt-Petre,  may  be  made  of  Salt  of  Tartar  ; 
and  ()f  Sal  terra,  or  Nitre,  a  fixed  Salt,  like  Salt  of 
Tartar;  of  Spirit  of  Wine,  Salt  of  Tartar;  and  of 
Salt  of  Tartar  fpirit  of  Wine  ;  of  Wine-Vinegar, 
Nitre  •  and  of  Nitre,  corrofive  Vinegar.  So  thofe 
Salts  partake  of  either  nature,  and  will  be  manag’d 
at  pleafure ;  neither  are  they  undefervedly  by  the 
ancient  Philofophers,  called  Hermaphroditick  Salts- 
Wherefore  it  is  not  for  any  one  to  be  offended  at  its 
bafe  original ,  and  accordingly  undervalue  it  *,  ’tis 
no  matter  wherein  the  good  confifts,  ’tis  fufficient  to 
fay  it  is  good,  and  may  be  converted  to  good  ufes : 
Good  things  ought  to  be  fo  much  the  more  efteem’d, 
by  how  much  the  more  mean  and  bafe  their  original 
may  have  been ,  for  Nature  and  true  Art  ufe  both 
bafe  and  abjedl  things  in  their  Works,  and  never- 
thelefs  their  defines  are  accomplilhed  :  But  on  the 
contraiV,  the  vain  reafon  of  Man  in  his  labour  aims  at 
nothing  but  Sublimity  and  fpecious  Notions ,  and 
therefore  brings  nothing  to  a  good  end,  but  defti- 
tute  of  a  happy  fuccefs,  finilhes  his  fruitlefs  labours 

with  great  damage.  ,  .  V 

To  conclude  then,  take  this  advice ;  Be  not  offen¬ 
ded  at  this  wonderful  Liquor,  becaufe  of  its  mean 
original,  but  let  the  Work  praife  the  Work-man. 

Now  follows  the  preparation, 

IF  any  rhan  will  prepare  this  Menftruum  of  Salt¬ 
petre,  he  mull  extradt  and  coagulate  that  Salt  from 
the  earth  with  common  water,  and  adding  coals  or 
fome  other  vegetable  Sulphur,  fix  or  calcine  it  fo  long, 
till  it  be  refolv’d  in  the  Air  into  a  fiery  liquor,  then  the 
preparation  is  finiflied.  But  becaufe  that  fort  of 
earth,  from  which  this  fait  is  extradted,  cannot  be 
found  every  where,  in  its  ftead,  you  may  take  Nitre 
well  cleans’d,  which  muft  be  melted  in  a  Crucible, 
npon  which  you  mufl;  call  a  fmall  quantity  of  coals 
and  that  fo  long,  till  the  coals  upon  the  flowing  Nitre 
will  take  fire  no  more,  but  remain  dead  upon  it,  for 
then  your  Nitre  is  fix’d  and  prepar’d,  fo  as  from 
it,  this  fo  admirable  water  may  be  made,  which  is 
made  after  this  manner  •,  While  the  fix’d  Nitre  flows 
yet  in  the  Crucibele,pour  it  into  a  brafs  mortar  that 
in  that  it  may  cool,  then  beat  it  to  powder,  and 
fpread  it  on  a  Glafs  table  plac’d  in  the  Cellar,  or 
fome  other  moitl  place,  that  there  it  may  flow; 
fo  you  have  that  fiery  '  water  which  is  endowed 
with  fo  many  wonderful  virtues  in  the  preparation 
of  medicaments  of  vegetables,  Animals  and  Mine¬ 
rals,  of  which  1  made  mention  before.  But  if  you 
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wou’d  make  fuch  a  liquor  of  Tartar,  which  will  be 
belt  for  preparation  of  Medicaments  of  vegetables 
and  Animals,  then -you  mult  bring  common  Tartar 
made  pure  by  Calcination,  Filtration,  Solution  and 
Coagulation,  and  by  flints  purg’d  from  all  impuri¬ 
ty,  into  a  fair  and  bright  Salt,  mixing  fix  or  eight 
parts  of  the  pureft  Tartar  with  one  part  of  flints 
well  pulverated,  which  mixture  you  mufl;  melt  in 
a  cover’d  Crucible,  and  pour  it  into  a  brafs  Mortar 
to  cool:  This  bright  and  white  fiery  mafs  you  muft 
reduce  into  powder  and  put  it  into  a  Glafs  body,  and 
pouring  rainwater  thereon,  boil  it  upon  hot  Alhes, 
for  then  the  rain  water  will  dilfolve  the  Tartar 
and  leave  the  Flints  at  the  bottom,  like  a  Mucilagi* 
nous  matter  which  draws  to  it  felf  all  the  impu¬ 
rity  of  the  Tartar,  which  before,  by  the  common 
folution  and  filtration  cou’d  not  be  taken  away,, 
•and  fo  keeps  it,  that  the  Salt  of  Tartar,  is  by  this 
means  freed  and  purg’d  from  all  impurity  :  then  you 
muft  filtrate  this  folution,  and  draw  the  water  from 
it  by  a  limbeck,  that  fo  that  Chryftalline  fiery  liquor 
may  remain  in  the  Glafs  :  And  this  is  that  prepara¬ 
tion  by  which  vegetables  and  animals  are  reduced 
into  the  beft  medicaments;  but  to  prepare  metallick 
Medicaments,  and  efpecially  for  the  making  them 
better,  \\eiv.ov  of  Tartar  is  not  to  be  added,  but  only 
liquor  of  the  Salt  of  fix’d  Nitre,  which  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  by  coals,  but  by  the  Regulus  of  Antimony, 
and  that  after  this  manner; 

Put  three  parts  of  clean  and  pulverated  Nitre  to 
one  part  of  Regulus  Martis,  put  this  mixture  into  a. 
Glafs  warn’d  clean,  and  by  a  prudent  increafe  of 
fire,  make  it  boil  a  little  in  a  Fixator y  Furnace,  and 
in  this  degree  of  fire,  leave  it  five  on  fix  hours,  then 
take  it  out  that  if  may  cool,  then  very  finely  puN 
verize  it,  and  pour  upon  it  rain  water,  and  the 
Nitre,  which  by  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  comes  out 
fix’d,  wafli  out;  and  laftly  abftrad  the  water,  fo 
you  will  produce  a  fiery  liquor  fit  for  ufe  in  me¬ 
tallick  operations- 

NB.  This  fixation  may  be  as  well  made  in  cover’d 
Crucibles,  as  in  Glafles,  and  is  good  enough,  only  the 
management  of  the  fire  muft  beobferved,  neither  let 
the  heat  from  the  begining  be  too  intenfe,  leaft  your 
Nitre  evaporate  before  it  be  brought  to  a  fixation, 
but  keep  a  gentle  fire,  and  it  will  effect  the  fixation 
in  conjundion  with  the  Antimony- 


The  Praxis.  How  by  the  mediation  of  this  liquor 
Vegetables  Ammals,  and  Minerals  may  be  converted 
into  good  Medicaments, 

TAke  an  herb,  root,  or  feed,  beat  it  very  fmall  in  a 
ftone  Mortar,  thf  n  put  it  into  a  glafs,  and  pour 

upon  it  fo  much  of  this  fiery  Menftruum,  as  that  the 
herb  may  be  fufficiently  imbrued  in  it, afterwards  fet  it 
upon  fand  fome  days,  or  boil  it,  that  of  the  herb  and 
Menftruum  may  be  made  a  thick  liquor,  which  done 
put  to  it  as  much  fpirit  of  Wine,  well  dcphlegmated, 
as  there  was  of  Alkaheftick  Liquor,  and  well  mix 
them,  in  a  fmall  heat,  left  the  fpirit  of  Wins 
evaporate;  fo  longdigeft  it,  till  the  feparation  ftiall 
be  made,  and  your  Alkaheft,  with  the  feces,  will  go 
to  the  bottom,  but  the  fpirit  of  Wine,  with  the  Ef- 
fence  and  Virtue  of  the  Herb,  will  ftay  at  the  top, 
which  afterward  ,  though  never  fo  much  ftirr’d, 
will  not  mix,  but  each  remains  ftill  in  his  own 

R  r  place ;  • 
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place  :  pour  all  that  whole  matter  into  a  wide- 

mouth’d  Glafs,  and  ^  jf  W^ne^Xs 

rate  the  Medicine  which  the  fpirit  of  W me  has 

extrafted  from  the  Herb,  with  a  gentle  inclination 
from  the  Alkaheftick  Liquor,  which  retains  with  it 
felf  the  fseces  of  the  Herb,  fo  you  will  have  the 
Virtue  and  Edence  well  correded  and  perfectly 
ripen’d  in  the  fpirit  of  Wine,  which  abltraa  from  the 
Elfence  ofthe  herb  in  a  Bath, and  the  Medicine  which 
remains  like  a  red  juice,  and  endowed  with  great 
Virtues,  keep  and  ufe  it  as  it  is  ordain  d  by  God 
and  Nature.  But  the  Alkaheftick  Liquor,  mixed 
with  the  fasces  of  the  Herb,  Calcine  in  an  earthen 
VelTel ,  that  all  the  relilh  and  fcent  of  the  ^  Herb, 
which  remains  in  it,  may  be  exhal’d  from  it,  and 
afterwards  dillblve  it  in  Water,  and  filtrate  it, 
and  draw  it  to  a  fiery  Liquor,  fo  it  will  be  as  good  as 
it  was  before,  and  you  may  put  it  to  the  fame  ufes 
as  often  as  you  pleafe. 

Animals  are  to  be  bruifed  after  the  fame  manner 
in  a  Stone  Mortar,  and  with  the  Alkaheftick  Liquor 
digefted,  and  by  fpirit  of  Wine  feparated,  and  in  Ve¬ 
getables  the  labour  is  the  fame. 

But  Metals  in  their  proper  CorrofiveMenftruums 
muft  be  diflblv’d  precipitated,  wafti’d,  edulcorat’d, 
exficcated,  and  then  laftly  with  the  Alkaheftick  li¬ 
quor  poured  on,  digefted,  diflblved,  and  with  fpirit 
of  wine  feparated  and  reduc’d  into  a  potability. 

But  Minerals  which  may  be  pulveriz’d  need  not 
be  diflblv’d  and  brought  to  a  calx,  but  ’tis  fufficient, 
that  after  pulverifation  with  the  Alkaheftick  liquor 
poured  on,  they  be  digefted,  and  by  fpirit  of  wine 
feparated. 

Neverthelefs,  you  may  alfo  at  your  plealure 
render  metals  brittle  and  frangible,  By  the 

help  ofthe  Regulus  of  Antimony,  fo  that  they  may 
be  pulveriz’d,  then  pouring  your  Menftruura  upon 
them,  diflblve,  digeft  and  convert  them  into  Me¬ 
dicine  :  Which  method  is  certainly  good  ^  You  may 
alfo  proceed  another  way  with  metals  prepar’d  by 
Antimony,  Mix  them  with  three  parts  of  pure 
Nitre,  and  in  a  Glafs  or  earthen  vefTefby  the  dry  way 
diflblve,  digeft,  fix,,  and  by  fpirit  of  wine  prepare 
into  Medicine,  which  alfo  will  be  good,  for  it  is 
more  profitable  to  operate  by  the  dry  than  by  the 
moift  way,  as  it  is  cuftomary  to  be  done  in  vege¬ 
tables  and  Animals- 

And  this  is  the  fliorteft  method  of  reducing  Am» 
mals.  Vegetables  and  Minerals  by  the  Alkaheftick 
liquor  to  the  beft  Medicaments. 

But  how  imperfedl  metals  or  Minerals,which  other- 
wife  in  a  Cupel  or  Cineritium  trial,  leave  no  gold  or 
fiver  behind  them,  are  to  be  brought  to  maturity  and 
fix’d,  that  afterwards  in  the  Cineritious  trial,  they 
may  give  a  perfedt  gold  and  filver  is  done  another 
way,  whofe  procefs  is  this: 

Mingle  and  melt  fo  much  (Regulus)  of  Antimony 
with  the  imperfedl  metals  or  minerals  as  may  render 
them  friable,  that  they  may  be  pulveriz’d,with  thefe 
mix  three  parts  of  the  pureft  Nitre,  and  this  mixture 
dofe  ftopt  up,  put  upon  a  fire  in  glafs  or  earthen 
vefiTels  to  fix  for  fome  hours,  afterwards  take  it  off, 
and  as  they  are  melted  pour  them  out,  that  they  may 
give  the  regulus  which  is  to  be  taken  away,  and 
with  lead  put  into  a  Cupel  and  reduc’d  to  drofs, 
then  chat  gold  and  filver  which  the  imperfedt  metal 
or  Mineral  got  in  the  fixation,  ftays  in  the  Cupel 
which  may  be  examined  by  the  lefler  weights  of 
probation,  whence  it  will  appear  how  great  a  fi-X: 
ation  fo  little  time  will  produce. 


This  is  the  plenary  and  fundamental  inftrudtiOn  of 
the  ufe  of  Tartar  purg’d  by  flints,  to  extradl  the 
elfence  of  vegetables  and  animals  and  of  Nitre 
fix’d  by  coals  and  Regulus  of  Antimony,  which  be¬ 
gets  a  penetrating,  corredting,  bettering  or  ripen¬ 
ing  and  purifying  fiery,  but  not  corrofive,  virtue, 
which  goes  beyond  all  things,  penetrates  and  corredls 
as  above  written,  I  have  attributed  to  it.  But  leaft 
the  ignorant  of  natural  things  (hould  efteem  and 
proclaim  this  a  corrofive  liquor,  we  will  prevent 
them,  and  lhall  endeavour  to  demonftrate,  that  this 
liquor  is  no  way  a  corrofive,  but  an  enemy  to  and 
deftroyer  of  all  corrofives- 

Like  loves  its  like,  with  it  is  mingl’d,  and  im¬ 
mutably  ftays  with  it,  as  may  befeen  in  fpirit  of 
Salt,  Vitriol,  Alum,  Nitre,  Vinegar  and  other  cor¬ 
rofive  fpirits  when  they  are  mixed.  But  unlike 
things  if  they  are  join’d,  are  contrary  to  themfelves, 
and  fight  againft  each  other,  and  forcibly  withftand 
one  another  fo  long,  till  the  ftrong  o’er  comes 
the  weak  and  kills  and  deftroys  it  or  produceth 
another  fubftance  from  it :  that  may  be  feen  if  this 
fiery  liquor  of  Tartar  or  Nitre  be  mix’d  with  a  cor¬ 
rofive  Spirit,  for  it  can  not  confift  with  it,  becaufe 
contrary  to  it,  then  which  of  thefe  is  the  llronger, 
deftroys  the  weaker  and  takes  its  nature  to  it  lelf- 
And  this  difference  arifes  from  the  unlikenefs  of 
the  nature  of  either  liquor,  for  one  corrofive  does 
not  deftroy  another,  as  alfo  one  fix’d  urinous  liquor 
does  not  deftroy  another  urinous  liquor;  becaufe 
one  contrary  fights  againft  another  contrary,  but  not 
againft  his  like-,  fo ’tis  true,  as  hence  may  be  fullyde- 
monftrated,  that  this  fix’d  liquor  of  Tartar  or  Nitre 
is  not  corrofive,  but  only  a  fiery  water  and  a  perpe¬ 
tual  enemy  to  all  corrofives,  and  both  kills  and  takes 
away  their  corrofive  faculty  from  them.  But  fome 
will  fay  that  the  corrofive  fpirits  of  Salt,  Alum, 
Nitre,  Vitriol  and  fuch  like  are  fiery  waters:  Icon- 
fefs  it,  but  yet  with  this  diftindtion,  thofe  fpirits  are 
indeed  hot  waters,  but  not  vivifying,  but  rather 
,  cold  and  killing  fiery  waters,  which  no  way  riper, 
purge  or  corredt  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Meta  s, 
but  deftroy  and  kill  all  things  they  are  mix’d  with- 
But  the  fix’d  liquor  of  Nitre  or  Tartar  is  contrary;  ^ 
and  ripens,  purifies  and  brings  to  perfedlion  all  it  is 
mix’d  with,  which  is  impoffible  to  all  corrofives, 
whence  it  is  as  clear  as  the  Sun,  that  it  is  no  deftroy- 
ing  corrofive,  but  a  corredting  fire. 

Now  follows  another  Claufe  of  E^rwm’s  Epiftle. 


2.  All  Minerales  and  Metals. 


I  much  wonder  that  Farmer  was  not  afraid  to  offer 
this  procefs  to  others  at  a  price,  which  is  plain¬ 
ly  and  clearly  defcribed  in  many  places  of  my  Books : ' 
and  is  done  only  by  Nitre,  by  which  fulphurous  me¬ 
tals  (but  not  all  metals  and  minerals,  as  he  vainly 
boafteth )  are  reduc’d  to  drofs,  from  which  by  fpirit 
of  wine,  a  metallick  tindture  may  be  extraded,  as  we 
have  ftiewn  above  in  the  tradl  of  the  Alkaheft :  that 
drofs  is  truly  fiery,  and  therefore  eafily  attradts  air, 
and  is  turn’d  into  oil,  of  which  I  have  largely  treated 
in  the  fecond  and  fourth  parts  of  (f  «r».)  and  in  the 
mineral  work  efpecially  in  the  explication  of  the 
wonder  of  the  world,  as  alfo  in  my  Hermetic  Col¬ 
loquies.  v/l 
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Part  I. 


againfl  Farnner# 


3 .  GlaaberV  Alk^hejt, 

IN  this  Paragraph  Farnner  openly  betra^ys  his  va¬ 
nity,  bragging,  and  heliifh  calumny,  in  reprehem 
ding  the  induftry  and  labour  of  good  men,  and  boafts 
eth  of  a  more  firm  foundation  than  perhaps  I  know 
of;  whence  it  will  appear  to  any  man  of  linder- 
ftanding,  what  this  molt  ungrateful  of  men  would 
be  at,  namely,  which  is  the  only  thing  he  can  do, 
he  would  do  what  he  could  to  bring  thofe  Secrets 
I  intrufted  him  with  into  contempt  with  all  men, 
and  introduce  his  own  foolifh  trifles. 

Firll,  he  faies,  GUnbcr^s  A'k^ihefi,  and  pfefently 
fub joins  another  and  better  foundation  or  way  of 
preparing  it ;  which  if  he  points  at  any  thing  but 
my  Alkahelt,  why  then  does  not  he  forbear  mentio¬ 
ning  and  contemning  my  Alkaheft  ?  for  he  does  con¬ 
temn  it,  and  endeavours  to  prove,  that  that  way  or 
fundamental  is  unknown  to  me.  Now  he  expofes  it 
to  fale  at  fifty  R.  Dollers. 

4.  The  Trial  of  all  forts  of  Coins- 

>"T^Istrue,  Farnner  did  not  mention  this  as  a  ven- 
JL  dible ,  for  it  is  not  w^orth  purchaling  with 
Money  of  him  :  for  the  common  way  of  trying  money 
has  been  Ihewn  not  only  by  many  provers  of  Metals, 
as  Laz.  arus  Ercher^  George  Agricola^  and  many  others, 
but  I  my  felf  alfo  in  many  places  of  my  Writings,  and 
efpecially  in  my  explication  of  the  Wonder  of  the 
World,  have  fully  and  exadlly  taught  it ,  which 
Farnner  can  never  be  able  to  mend  nor  imitate. 

5.  Flowers  of  C oral, 

YOU  mufi:  know  what  belongs  to  this  Procefs 
that  Farnner  did  not  learn  this  Preparation  of 
me,  but  of  another  man,  which  pleafes  him  extream- 
ly,  though  ’tis  of  no  moment.  But  he  moll  unworthi¬ 
ly  calls  them  Coral  Flowers,  which  he  expofes  to  fale 
at  ten  R.  Dollers,  feeing  they  are  not  Flowers,  but 
rather  to  be  called  a  Cremor  ;  for  when  in  a  very 
'hot  fire  they  are  reduced  into  a  white  Calx,  from 
this  Calx,  by  the  help  of  Water,  is  drawn  a  Cream 
after  this  manner :  The  calcin’d  Corals  are  put  into 
common  Water ,  and  left  in  the  Water  a  whole 
night,  then  in  the  top  will  appear  a  little  skin,  as 
is  ufual  in  which  mull  be  taken  off  to  dry. 

Lallly,  while  that  is  doing,  another  little  skin  ap¬ 
pears,  which  is  alfo  to  be  taken  off,  and  chat  fo  of¬ 
ten,  till  the  Water  will  give  no  more. 

I  know  alfo,  that  this  Powder  is  held  up  by  fome 
Apothecaries  as  a  certain  lingular  Secret,  (  but  that 
indeed  exceedeth  it )  which  is  prepar’d  of  Calx  vtva^ 
which  I  have  alfo  Ihewn  to  fome  that  have  attribu¬ 
ted  great  things  to  this  Powder,  who,  the  Experiment 
being  made,  feeing  me  produce  true  things.  What 
need  is  there,  faid  they,  to  burn  precious  Corals, when 
common  Chalk  (or  Calx  viva')  will  give  the  fame 
thing  as  Corals,  and  they  prepar’d  no  more  Powder 
of  Corals,  but  of  Calx  viva. 

Therefore  this  does  not  deferve  to  be  called  a 
Secret. 

NB.  That  Corals,  Pearls,  Pearl-fhells,  and  Tor- 
toife-lhells,  as  well  thofe  that  are  in  the  Sea,  as  thofe 
that  are  in  Running  Rivers,  if  they  are  burnt  toge¬ 
ther,  are  brought  into  2  true  and  natural  Lime,  like 
that  which  is  made  of  burnt  Scones,  needs  no  proba¬ 
tion.  He  that  will  not  believe  me,  let  him  go  to  Hol~  j 


land-i  and  other  Sea- Ports,  and  he  ftiall  fee  that  the 
men  of  thofe  Countries  do  not  ufe  Lime  made  of 
Stones,  which  are  wanting  in  thofe  places  to  build 
Walls,  bucthat  which  is  made  of  burnt  Shells,  which 
the^  Sea  in^  great  abundance  calls  upon  the  lliore  ^ 
which  yet,  is  not  fo  good  as  that  which  is  made  of 
Stones,  -which  fome  Lovers  of  Curiofity  have  alfd 
brought  them  from  Germany. 


6.  To  7nahy  melted  Tinhard.  Q 

An  D  this  Paragraph,  by  right,  ought  to  have 
been  omitted,  for  it  is  not  worth  Ten  R.  Dol¬ 
lers,  requiring  no  Art  in  the  making  it ;  and  I  my 
felf  taught  it  many  years  lince,  as  well  in  the  Firll  part 
of  the  Mineral  Work,  as  in  the  Fourth  part  of  my 
Furnaces  i  and  it  is  made  by  of  Antimony,  of 
which  one  partis  mix’d  with  12  parts  of  melted  Tin, 
and  no  more,  for  otherwife  the  Tin  would  be  made 
brittle,  and  rendered  unufeful ;  rather  if  one  part  of 
'Regnlm  is  mingled  with  twenty  parts  of  melted  Tin, 
it  will  come  out  hard  enough.  And  farther,  it  may 
as  well  and  rightly  be  made  of  as  by  Regnlm  oi 
Antimony,  and  needing  no  great  matter  of  Labour, 
melts  fooner  than  Regnlm  of  Antimony. 


7.  "White  V'itrifications. 


THefe  Vitrifications  alfo,  which  he  expofes  to  fale 
at  Ten  R.  Dollers,  are  of  no  moment,  for  they 
are  prepar’d  of  Glafs  of  Lead,  Tin-Afhes,  and  Flints, 
and  Wood-alhes. 

In  Holland  this  Preparation  is  very  common : 
whether  Farnner  is  excellent  at  it  or  no,  I  much  doubt ; 
How  then  lhall  he  teach  others  ?  And  if  he  does  excel, 
who  will  be  the  better  for  it  ?  For  nonian  lludies  thefe 
Curiolities,  or  fo  much  as  looks  after  them,  or  co¬ 
vets  them- 

But  although  Glauber,  &c. 

^  Here  Farnner  again  vomits  at  me  a  mighty  heap  of 
his  infernal  Lyes,  which  are  as  noifome  as  any  dead 
Carcafs,  as  if  he  intended  to  infed  me  with  their  ve¬ 
nom  ;  but  thefe  flories  do  not  at  all  agree  with  his 
other ;  for  here  he  faies ,  Although  he  had  with  a 
great  Sum  of  Money  purchafed  certain  Secrets  of 
(Blauhtr,  yet  he  had  made  no  Examen  of  them,  but 
he  was  forc’d  to  convert  them  to  other  iifes.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  Calumnious  Paper,  he  thus  writes : 
a  »)pecification  of  tljofe  Cljpmi'cal  ^tccct^  tolji'clj  t^z 
unhec-tojimn  Farnner  Iranv’h  of  Glauber,  auh  In  tljc 
tlTrial  fount!  Crue* 

Here  any  impartial  man  may  fee  what  to  judge  of 
this  double=Tongu’dMonfler.  Here  he  denies  what 
before  he  confefs’d  ;  he  both  calls  them  Glauher'^s  Se¬ 
crets,  and  here  affirms,  that  they  never  fucceeded  to 
hispurpofe  :  which  if  true,  Why  does  he  prefix  my 
Name  to  them,  if  he  never  made  trial  of  them  1  But 
if  they  have  fucceeded,  and  in  the  trial  he  has  found 
’em  true,  as  he  above  confefles.  Why  does  he  here 
deny  it?  Can  the  fame  thing  be  True  in  one  place, 
and  Falfe  in  another  ?  Certainly  I  can  refute  fuch 
horrid  Lyes  no  way  better  than  by  his  own  words. 
For  if  I  Ihould  fay.  See  here,  there,  or  in  that  place 
thou  lyell,  he  would  not  care,  but  anfwer,  He  did 
not  lye  at  all,  but  fpake  the  truth  ;  and  I  might  repre» 
fent  a  Contell  between  two  fcolding  Women,  one 
whereof  calling  the  other  Whore,  and  the  other 
throwing  back  upon  her  the  fame  things  ^  but  this 
will  do  nothing ;  wherefore  I  fliall  take  another  me¬ 
thod. 

Rr  2  In 
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In  the  firft  Obligation  he  gave  me,  he  exprefly 

faies.  That  1  had  communicated,  demonftrated,  and 
fliewn  him  fome  Secrets  :  But  it  they  were  not  for 
his  ufe,  why  did  he  give  me  a  valid  Obligation,  to 
keep  thole  fccrets  from  the  publick  ?  Not  bent  to 
thele  things  Why  did  he  in  all  his  Letters  (which 
he  fenr  me  and  which  are  kept  fafe  to  confirm  what  I 
iliy )  confers,  and  profefs,  that  he,  his  Wife  and 
Children,  were  bound  to  me,  and  that  he  wou  d  come 
to  me,  that  with  his  he  might  ferve  me  all  my  Life- 
If  none  of  my  fecrets  have  fucceeded  to  him.  Why 
did  he  give  me  long  fince  a  new  Obligation  to  be 
grateful  to  me  ?  as  1  have  demonftrated  from  his 
obligations  and  extrafts  out  of  his  Epiftks. 

NB-  What!  CouM  he  not  make  trial_  of  thofe 
things  he  had  of  me,  in  eighteen  Months  time  ?  But 
if  the  trial  has  provM  the  truth  of  thofe  things,  and 
he  has  bound  hirafelf  to  me  by  a  new  Obligation  ; 
Why  then  does  he  dare  to  fay,  That  none  of  thofe 
things  which  I  communicated  to  him,  prov’d  fuc- 
cefsful?  Why  two  years  after  ?  Now  he  is  alienated 
from  me,  and  having  broken  his  Promifes  of  coming 
to  me,  and  working  with  m^  in  my  Laboratory, 

(  being  married  again)  is  an  Excufe  for  his  abfen- 
ting  himfelf,  yet  he  asks  me  to  communicate  to  him 
more  fecrets,  and  then  he’ll  come.  NB.  But  if  the 
firfl;  fecrets  have  not  ftood  the  Tell,  why  does  he 
defire  more  of  me  ■ 

For  he  might  know  over  and  over  in  two  years 
time,  whether  my  Writings  wou’d  conduce  to  him 
or  not. 

In  One  Epiftle,  in  which  he  boafts  of  killing  a  man, 
he  writes  thus :  Wherefore  I  again  and  again  intreat 
-  you  not  to  cafl;  me  off,  but  do  to  me  according  to 
your  wonted  Favour-  I  will  on  all  occafions,  as  I 
have  promifed,  in  my  place,  fatisfie  you  •,  neither 
will  I  caufe  that  any  thing  fliould  therein  be  defir’d  3 
for  which  reafon  alfo  1  will  effedt  it  both  better 
and  fooner. 

From  thefe  and  the  like  words,  which  intwoEpi- 
ffles  he  us’d  to  me,  I  could  colledl  nothing  of  Fraud, 
and  perhaps  at  that  time  he  meant  none.  But  when 
he  had  kill’d  that  Man,  and  married  another  Wife, 
all  his  Promifes  and  Obligations  were  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  And  from  that  very  time,  all  his  endeavours 
have  tended  only  to  do  me  what  hurt  he  could,  and 
he  daily  hates  me  more  and  more ;  which  at  lafl; 
appears  more  publick  in  thefe  his  lying  Calumnies. 

Indeed ,  I  am  apt  to  think  the  Devil  and  "that 
Murder  hzd  poffeffed  his  Heart.  NB.  For  hisEpis 
file  to  me  witnefleth,  that  for  fourteen  daies  toge¬ 
ther  he  had  fought  occafion  how  he  might  catch 
that  man  with  his  Wife,  and  bloodily  revenge  him¬ 
felf  upon  him*,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  inlligation  of  Sa¬ 
tan,  whereby  both  the  Man  was  kill’d  in  his  Sins, 
and  the  Woman  with  many  wounds  compell’d  to 
a  lewd  kind  of  Life  i  of  both  which  Crimes  Far»- 
ner  is  yet  guilty  in  his  own  Confcience,  and  f  unlefs 
a  fpeedy  Repentance  follow  on  his  part )  he  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  freed  from  them.  But  if  in  a  fudden  paffion 
he  had  done  it  by  chance,  he  might  merit  forae 
excufe. 

But  to  endeavour  it  fourteen  daies  together 
nothing  but  a  Devililh  Revenge  and  Cruelty,  which 
can  by  no  means  be  excus’d  in  a  Chriltian,  though 
he  do  it  never  fo  fecretly. 

But  befides,  he  ufes  evil  Arts ;  for  he  drew  my 
Servant  to  him  by  Flattery,  and  receiv’d  him  into 
his  intimate  friendfliip,  notwithitanding  he  knew  I 
turn’d  him  away  for  his  infidelity.  What  he  writes, 


that  he  bought  his  Secrets  of  me  at  a  great  price,  is 
a  pure  falfity-  Indeed  he  forc’d  a  fmall  Reward 
upon  me,  half  of  which  I  gave  him  back  again, 
and  what  I  kept  he  got  over  and  over  by  commu¬ 
nicating  my  Secrets  to  other  men,  fo  that  he  has 
fully  receiv’d  what  he  gave  me  i  and  by  this  his 
communicating  to  others,  (which  was  done  un¬ 
known  to  me)  he  broke  his  Promife  \  which  never- 
thelefs  for  Peace  fake  I  paffed  by.  Wherefore,  if 
he  will  confefs  the  Truth,  I  am  fure  he  can  never 
fay  that  he  bought  all  thofe  Secrets  I  intrufted  him 
with, at  fo  great  a  price. 

Hitherto  we  may  believe  how  much  Money  has 
come  to  him  \  for  fince  he  has  fent  abroad  his  in- 
ftitory  Letters  five  months  ago,  (  nay,  as  I  am  told, 
two  years  ago)  before  I  could  know  it  :  he  could 
not  chufe  but  get  money  by  it,  when  forthwith  he 
with  my  perfidious  Servant  proceeded  to  that  info- 
lence,  as  in  a  knit  Society  with  fome  of  Frankfordy 
he  caufed  his  Calumnies  ta  be  every  where  fpread, 
and  fent  abroad,  not  only  througout  upper  G’em.a- 
ny  and  Belgidy  but  alfo  into  France^  and  other  Fo¬ 
reign  Countries,  to  get  Money.  Yet,  according  to 
my  hopes,  this  inftitory  Ware-houfe  (by  the  Grace 
of  GOD)  will  foon  fall. 


8.  Plemy  of  Spirit  of  Salt. 

IN  this  Paragraph  alfo  he  goes  on  after  his  man¬ 
ner  to  difgrace  me,  accufing  me  of  Lyes,  as  if  it 
was  falfe,  and  irapoffible  to  prepare  fifty  pound  of 
Spirit  of  Salt  in  one  Furnace,  and  in  one  day  j  and 
adds ,  that  this  Spirit  is  not  fo  good  as  his  ,  for 
Every  7nan  for  himfelf:  but  this  is  done  by  adding 
Vitriol.  ^ 

Which  Vitriol  does  not  hurt  the  Spirit  of  Salt, 
as  is  demonltrated  in  many  places  of  the  Firff  Part 
of  my  Furnaces;  and  he  denies  that  fifty  pounefor 
above  may  be  prepar’d  in  one  day  in  ray  Furnaces, 
when  yet  it  may  be  done  commodioufly  enough, 
and  needs  no  farther  proof. 

From  all  which  a  wife  man  may  eafily  judge  how 
good  a  Chriftian  Farnmr  is,  whofe  mouth  uttereth 
nothing  but  wickednefs,  contempt,  and  contention, 
and  except  my  inward  faculties  fail  me,  the  envy 
of  his  heart,  his  hatred,  lyes,  and  infernal  calum¬ 
nies,  ftiall  be  difplay’d. 

What  is  his  fpirit  of  Salt  to  me,  or  mine  to  him  ? 
Let  him  prepare  it  after  his  way,  and  I  will  do  it 
my  way,  when  need  requires  :  Wherefore  does  he 
endeavour  to  defile  my  things  with  his,  fince  they 
cannot  be  defervedly  reprehended  by  any  man,  much 
lefs  by  him. 


Spirits  of  V'itriof  Nitre^  Salt-,  jiqua  fortis,  A(jua 
Regia-,  in  plenty  ;  alfo  Sulphur  ;  at  Forty 
R.  Dollers. 


IN  this  place  may 

devililh  nature  of  this  wicked 


be  feen  the  inhumane  and 
fellow  ;  for  he 
fcarce  utters  three  words  but  he  proceeds  to  my 
difparagement. 

But  what  hath  Glauber  to  do  with  his  fpirits, 
for  he  does  not  ufe  them }  and  if  he  does  need 
them,  he  can  make  them  without  him. 

What  does  he  care,  if  you  can  prepare  them 
after  a  better  way  than  he,  which  yet  never  can  be  ? 

Whatever  Glauber  has  writ  of  thefe  things  is  worth 
the  reading;  and  he  can  defend  both  himfelf  and  it, 

neither 
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neither  can  yoil  or  yours  fp’ot  his  fame,  which  is  fo 
well  known  to  the  World. 


AUnerd  Sprits  :  for  twenty  R.  JDoilers. 


10 

HEre  Farnner  ventures  to  promife  a  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  volatile  fpirits ,  which  is  eight  years 
lince  fully  defcribed  by  Glauber^  in  the  fecond  part 
of  his  Furnaces,  whither  I  referr  the  Reader- 

1 1 .  Flowers  of  Minerals  and  Metals  j  for  Twenty 
R,  Boilers. 

Blit  if  any  man  will  explore  another  man’s  nature, 
let  him  permit  him  to  fpeak,  and  he  lhall  eafily 
know  what  temper  he’s  of ;  but  efpecially  that,  of  all 
things,  may  eafily  be  difcern’d  in  a  drunken  or  an¬ 
gry  man,  who  can  very  hardly  conceal  his  internal 
blemilhes.  In  like  manner  we  may  fee  by  Farnner 
that  he  endeavours  to  hide  his  lying  Proceedings  in 
my  name.  What  if  I  had  feen  his  way  of  prepa= 
ring  metallick  flowers,  what  profit  or  lofs  fliould  I 
fuftain  by  it  ?  He  glories  of  thofe  things  which  merit 
nopraife.  He  promifesto  make  metallick  Flowers 
under  a  frixatory  Cover,  when  yet  Flowers  can’t  be 
made  under  it,  for  they  are  not  Flowers  when  the  me¬ 
tals  are  burnt  under  a  frixatory  Cover,  into  a  Calx, 
or  reduc’d  to  afhes,  there  is,  and  fo  remains  a  heavy 
Calx :  but  the  Flowers  of  metals  fhou’d  be  brought  to 
a  very  light  fort  of  Flowers  by  Sublimation  ;  as  is 
defcrib’d  at  large  in  the  Firft  Part  of  my  Furnaces. 

Farnner  indeed,  with  his  Shop,  leaving  his  fikhy 
knife ,  fhould  rather  have  gone  to  the  Chymical 
School  a  little,  than  (being  ignorant  of  Chymical 
terms)  fold  his  heavy  Calxes  of  Metals  to  other  men 
for  light  Flowers,  and  defpifed  Glaaberh  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  Flowers,  which  yet  has  been  reprehended  by 
no  man.  Thefe  his  Flowers,  with  his  Coral  Flowers, 
are  courfe  Meal,  which  don’t  deferve  the  name  of 
Flovvers,  but  Cream.  Indeed,  if  Farnner  had  not 
fo  vehemently  inveighed  againft  me,  I  had  not  dif- 
play’d  him  thus,  nor  deign’d  his  vain  Proceedings 
one  word  ofanfwer. 

Yet  Vis  no  matter,  though  good  men  are  fometimes 
in  this  life  bark’d  at,  and  provok’d  by  mad  Dogs, 
fince  it  often  happens  that  by  this  means  excellent 
things  are  made  publick ,  which  otherwife  would 
lie  fecret. 

12,  The  Qaintejfence. 

»  I 

HEre  you  may  fee,  candid  Reader,  that  wicked 
Farnner^s  endeavours  tend  to  difturb  the  quiet 
of  all  good  men,  and  deftroy  my  well-grounded  and 
yet  irrefutable  Writings  by  his  foolifli  Opinions, 
which  he  ihall  never  be  able  to  do,  no  more  than 
a  little  Whelp  is  able  to  attack  an  armed  man^ 
whom  by  his  barking  he  cannot  hurt. 

My  Tradt  which  I  writ  of  the  Eflence  of  Vege¬ 
tables,  and  printed  at  Nor  imber ,  under  the  Title 
of  The  Firfi  Ran  of  the  Spagyrick  PharmacOpiea;  nei¬ 
ther  Farnner nor  any  man  elfe,  could  rejedt  or 
contemn  ;  but  that  little  Tradt  will  defend  it  felf. 

I  have  made  publick  many  and  excellent  inventions, 
but  no  man  can  fliew  one  place  wherein  1  reprehended 
and  brought  into  contempt  other  mens  Works ,  as 
this  Farnner  does.  If  he  would  adt  as  a  good  man 
ought,  and  had  any  thing  againft  me,  he  fliould  fpeak 
it  to  my  face,  and  not  abufe  me  fo  wickedly  behind 
my  back. 


13.  All  acid  Wines. 

IT  troubles  me  Indeed,  that  I  corhraunicated  this 
excellent  fecret  of  encreafing  the  Virtue  of  acid 
Wines,  and  making  them  better,  to  What; 

he  writes,  that  he  found  out  thofe  things,  is  a  pure 
Lye,  which  he  had  of  me;  when  neverthelefshe  is 
not  afraid  to  tell  fo  impudent  a  Lye  ,  as  that  he 
had  found  out  a  better  foundation  of  that  Secret^i 
which  is  moft  notorioufly  falfe  ;  for  neither  he  nor 
any  other  man,  nor  I  my  felf,  can  find  any  thing 
better  than  the  pure  ElTence  of  Wine  ,  conducing 
to  that  Work;  which  Eflence  of  Wine,  by  the 
ftrength  of  its  innate  fiery  Nature  and  Property) 
all  forts  of  immature  Wines  may  be  ripen’d  ii^ 
fermentation,  and  turn’d  to  a  brisk  Staple,  and  goocl 
Wine,  in  which  lies  all  the  Art.  , 

For  he  that  knows  this,  may  alfo  corred  acid 
Wines,  yet  let  him  have  ja  carethat  he  does  not  take 
foul  Brandy-wine,  as  Farnner  has  done,  wherewith 
he  has  done  it,  as  he  faies.  ' 

This  excellent  Art ,  and  heretofore  unknown,  to 
him  that  knows  how  to  handle  Wines,  may  ferve 
inftead  of  many  ;  and  this  unfaithful  Farnner  might 
have  receiv’d  much  profit  from  it ,  if  he  had  not 
made  it  publick  *,  but  fmce  he  has  every  where  pub^ 
lifli’d  it,  there  fliall  henceforth  no  profit  accrue  to 
him  nor  me,  if  Ilhould  bedeftitute  of  better  things, 
for  he  has  defamed  this  excellent  Secret  every 
where  by  his  lying  Epiftles  feiit  abroad. 

As  for  me,  though  he  has  taken  from  me  the  great 
profit  which  redounded  to  me  from  it,  by  his  pra-, 
ting  and  lyes,  I  do  not  this  from  fuch  a  trouble  of 
mind  as  will  happen  to  him,  if  he  fliall  be  forced 
indeed  to  want  all  its  fruit . 

If  this  perfidious  Farnner  had  hid  this  Secret,  he 
would  have  needed  no  other  Arts,  neither  need  he 
have  fold  it  for  an  hundred  Duckets,  but  he  might 
from  it  have  procur’d  to  himfelf  fufficient  whereon 
to  live.  A  greater  damage  has  happen’d  to  me  by 
his  publication  than  I  can  declare;  and  I  very  hard¬ 
ly  endure  that  fo  excellent  and  profitable  a  Secret 
fliould  be  defpifed ;  neither  will  any  good  man  ap¬ 
prove  it,  efpecially  they  that  fuftain  lofs  by  it^  and 
for  that  caufe  will  alwaies  abhorr  him-  He  might 
hav’e  gotten  enough  by  it,  in  fecret,  and  without 
detriment  to  his  Neighbour,  but  that  he  was  min¬ 
ded  rather  to  marr  the  profit  and  propagate  the 
damage  of  not  only  himfelf,  but  me ,  and  many 
others  that  have  knowledge  of  it ;  which  no  man 
can  deny  to  be  a  wicked  ad- 
That  Reward  which  Farnner  gave  rhe  for  com¬ 
municating  to  him  my  Secrets,  in  all  amounted  to 
but  fixty  or  feventy  Vngarid  ( an  Vngarkus  is  Nine 
Shillings  of  our  Money,)  which  yet,  from  the  com¬ 
munication  of  thofe  Secrets  I  trufted  him  with ,  he 
receiv’d  again ,  fo  that  all  thofe  things  which  he 
had  of  me,  coft  him  little  or  nothing.  Nevertlie- 
lefs,  he  does  not  ftick  ro  fay.  That  he  gave  me  g 
great  fum  of  Money  for  my  Secrets,  which  yet  I 
refufed  to  take  -,  and  though  he  twice  made  a  Jours 
ney  of  Fifteen  miles  to  me,  that  he  might  get  fome* 
thing  out  of  me,  yet  I  deny’d  him,  and  communi¬ 
cated  nothing  to  him,  till  he  came  the  third  time^‘ 
and  learn’d  fome  of  my  Secrets ,  and  afterwards, 
when  he  had  oblig’d  himfelf  to  work  with  me  m 
my  Laboratory,  I  communicated  more  to  him.  Nei¬ 
ther  had  I  fliew’d  him  the  leaft  of  thofe  many  Se¬ 
crets  for  his  Prefeht,  which  will  never  corapenfate 
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the  damage  1  have  fudain’d  by  him  had  not  he 

oblig’d  himfelf  under  the  lofs  of  all  his  Goods,  as 
alfo  his  Credit  and  Reputation,  that  he,  ^is  Wife 
and  Children,  fliould  ferve  me  fo  long  as  I  Ihould 
live,  as  plainly  appears  from  his  Obligations  gi- 

'^But  if^he  had  given  me  a  Thoufand '^«^^r/c/,or 
Duckets  and  I  had  known  he  would  have^  expos  d 
this  Secret  to  fale,  I  would  rather  have  given  him 
all  of  it  back  again  ,  than  fuffer’d  it  to  be  made 
common.  Neither  can  his  vain  Excufe ,  That  he 
expofes  his  own  inventions,  and  not  mine,  to  fale, 
profit  him  any  thing ;  when’tis  evident  enough,  that 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  things  can  be  found,  which 
may  render  fmall  Wines  better  than  the  ^mma 
or  Quintefience  extra^ed  from  other  ^  Wines  ;  for 
the  ^nima  oi  Wine  only,  and  nothing  elfe,  can 
encreafetheftrengthof  Wine.  Neither  is  the  corn- 
par  ifon  of  this  melioration  of  Wines  incongruous 
with  two  torn  Garments,  neither  of  which  can  be 
worn  j  but  if  either  of  this  is  cut,  and  that  which 
yet  is  whole  snd  good^  is  fewed  to  the  other,  3nd 
fo  of  two  torn,  one  whole  Garment  is  made  ■,  then 
that  Garment  may  be  worn,  when  yet,  before,  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  was  ufeful.  ^  . 

‘  The  fame  alfo  is  to  be  underftood  of  fmall  wines 
that  are  neither  durable  nor  vendible ,  ^  but  after 
one  Hogfliead  is  llrengthen’d  by  another,  it  becomes 
not  only  durable,  as  good  Wine,  but  vendible,  and 
"’ill  yield  as  good  a  price  as  two  fmall  Hoglheads- 
And  this  Secret  is  both  very  noble  and  profitable  in 
thofe  places,  where  the  wines  are  feldom  brought 
to  maturity,  and  for  that  caufe  are  not  durable  nor 
faleable.  For  there  is  a  lamentable  Complaint 
among  Vintners,  that  immature  wines  are  not  ven¬ 
dible,  and  they  can  get  no  inoney_  for  them.  Thus 
they  fay,  Have  we  labour’d  in  vain  with  our  wines 
a  whole  year  ?  Look  there  the  wines  lie,  and  no 
man  buys  them  :  in  the  mean  while  wefufferwant 
and  can’t  make  our  felves  merry  with  our  wines,  for 
they  neither  profit  us  nor  others ;  unlefs  we  have 
prefently  fome  other  better  wine  ,  wherevyith  to 
mingle  this,  andforehder  it  vendible,  it  willftrait 
be  corrupted,  and  turn’d  to  water.  Thefe  and  the 
like  Complaints  I  have  often  heard  from  Vintners  ^ 
but  if  they  had  the  wit  of  Taylors,  that  can  make 
one  new  Garment  of  two  old  ones ,  their  _  affairs 
would  be  in  a  better  condition,  for  after  this  m.an- 
ner  they  might  preferve  their  acid  wines,  and  there 
would  be  no  need  of  mixing  better  wine  with  them. 
For  which  excellent  Invention,  all  men  that  deal  in 
wines,  ought  to  thank  GOD  and  m^» 

I  pray,  who  would  not  have  communicated  thefe 
things  to  a  man  that  had  given  himfelf  for  a  pledge  ? 
Butlf  he  muft  not  hand  to  thefe  Obligations,  1  can’t 
fee  whom  we  may  truft-  I  curfe  the  unhappy  hour 
wherein  this  unprofitable  fubjeft  and  that  perverfe 
man  (if  he  may  be  call’d  a  man;  camefirft  in  my 
light :  which  troubles  and  moleftations  he  brings 
upon  me  in  my  old  Age,  which^  might  fpend  its 
time  much  better,  than  by  _  refuting  his  detellable 
Calumnies.  Neither  does  his  wickednefs  to  me  hurt 
me  only,  but  my  Children  alfo.^ 

In  his  laft  Obligation  he  promifes.  That  if  by  pre¬ 
mature  death  I  fliould  be  taken  out  of  the  world,  that 
he,  for  the  kindneffes  I  had  done  him,  would  adopt 
my  Children  for  his  own,  and  make  them  his  Heirs  *. 
but  here,  in  his  mofl  falfe  writing,  endeavours  all 
he  can  to  deprive  my  (  yet  young  )  Children  of  their 


own,  and  convert  their  Goods  to  himfelf,  as  indeed 
he  has  done. 

Further,  He  in  his  lafl  Obligation  alfo  faies ,  he 
humbly  pray’d  GOD  to  prolong  my  Life  and  Health, 
but  in  this  place  he  endeavours  by  his  Cavils  and 
Calumnies  to  kill  me,  gnd  if  he  could  do  it  with  his 
own  hand,  (  which  God  forbid  )  1  believe  he  would 
not  flick  at  it :  It  is  a  fmall  thing  with  him  to  fpill 
Man’s  blood,  for  he  has  experienc’d  his  ability  that 
way. 

I  indeed  efleem  it  the  Goodnefs  of  God  to  me,- 
that  it  is  His  will,  perhaps,  that  this  fhould  rather 
turn  to  my  profit  than  difadvantage^  for  hereby  I 
am  taught  to  be  wifer  another  time,  and  to  fhun  hu¬ 
mane  Frauds- 


H 


14.  All  Wines. 

Ere  any  wife  man  may  judge  whether  or  no 

_ this  thing  deferves  to  be  fent  into  Foreign 

Countries,  and  thereto  be  fold  at  a  price  ^  when 
there  is  no  Country- man  that  does  not  know  that 
WineafTuraes  the  relifh  of  the  Herbs,  Flowers, 
which  are  fteeped  in  it. 

1 5 .  Brandy.  Wine  of  nil  forts  of  Corn. 

THat  Farnner  brags  of  this  knowledge,  he  owes  it 
to  G  O  D  and  me,  from  whom  he  had  it :  For 
when  at  firfl  he  complain’d  to  me,  that  he  could 
not  keep  the  Corn  from  burning  in  the  Still,  and 
fo  make  the  Brandy-wine  ftink,  I  upon  his  intreaty 
communicated  this  Secret  to  him*  But  becaufe 
Farnner  fo  much  glories  of  this  knowledge,  he  fhall 
not  enjoy  it  long.  I  mufl  confefsi  indeed,  that  this 
Secret  is  not  of  lefs  value  than  that  whereby  wines 
are  meliorated  ;  neither  does  he  get  lefs  by  it  :  but 
forafmuch  as  1  refolve  to  buy  all  his  Wares  every 
where  of  him,  I  will  neither  leave  him  this,  that  he 
fhould  be  free  from  the  trouble  of  informing  others 
in  this  thing,  and  that  otherwife  would  be  forced  to 
make  long  Journeys  to  buy  them  of  him,  may  leave 
off  thofe  Journeys,  and  take  this  way  of  preparing  it: 
Take  as  much  Corn  as  you  will,  whether  Barley,Rye, 
Oats,  or  Wheat,  fleep  it  in  fweet  water  for  fome  days, 
then  place  it  that  it  may  fprout  after  the  fame  manner 
as  Corn  is  Malted  for  the  making  of  Beer;  turn  it 
well  for  a  certain  time,  left  it  be  corrupted  by  too 
much  heat :  then  when  it  is  well  fprouted,  fpread  it 
abroad,  that  it  may  prefently  cool,  and  it  will  never 

fowre.  ^  ,  1 

But  if  you  would  ufe  it  prefently ,  then  take  as 

much  of  it  as  your  Deftillation  will  require,  and  in 
a  Kettle  full  of  water,  boil  it  fo  long,  till  the  grains 
are  broken,  then  pour  itdnto  a  wooden  Vellel,  and 
when  it  is  luke-warm,  add  to  it  the  frefh  dreggs  or 
grounds  of  Beer,  and  let  it  ferment  i  when  it  has  fer¬ 
mented  enough,  which  is  ufually  at  the  end  of  two 
or  three  daies,  then  Brandv' wine  is  made  in  a  com¬ 
mon  Still,  by  deftillation  from  that  Corn  ;  what  re¬ 
mains  in  the  Still  will  ferve  to  feed  Oxen,  Cows, 
Hoggs,  or  other  Cattel. 

But  the  Brandy-wine  which  proceeds  from  thence, 
muft  be  redified,  as  the  way  is,  and  by  this  means  it 
is  render’d  more  fweet  and  grateful  to  the  relilh,  than 
any  other  Brandy  made  of  Corn  :  the  reafon  is  this. 
That  all  Bread-Corn,  of  which  Brandy-wine  ought 
to  be  prepared ,  if  it  be  put  to  ferment  prefently 

after  foftening,  it  isneceftarily  in  the  ftill,  by  boiling, 

redtti 
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reduced  into  a  pap,  and  fo  being  corrupted  by  a 
dullion,  produces  a  ftinking  Brandy- wine. 

But  this  protuberating  and  burft  Corn  cannot  be 
burnt,  and  therefore  makes  good  Brandy. 

.  Alfo  the  Corn  may  be  broken  on  a  Mill-ftone,  wa¬ 
ter  poured  upon  it,  and  diftilled  out  of  a  Still,  pla¬ 
ced  within  another,  or  in  a  Kettle  full  of  water,  fo  al¬ 
fo  it  cannot  be  burnt  i  yet  this  way  it  will  yield 
but  little. 

NB.  But  if  any  man  will  give  this  Brandy  a  re- 
!  lilh,  like  that  made  of  the  Lees  of  Wine,  then  he  muft 

[  redtitie  it  upon  the  Lees  of  Wine,  for  this  way  by  the 

Oil  of  Wine,  which  is  plentiful  among  the  Lees,  he 
'  acquires  his  ends,  and  in  all  things  he  may  ufe  this  in- 
j  ftead  of  that. 

NB.  Alfo,  he  that  will,  may,  without  this  previous 
codlion  and  fermentation,  pour  the  budding  Corn  hot 
into  a  veflel  ofluke-warm  water,  for  by  this  means 
the  Corn  begins  to  ferment  of  it  felf,  and  needs  no 
;  other  Lees  to  its  fermentation ;  yet  it  does  not  pro¬ 
duce  fo  fweet  a  Brandy ,  as  if  it  had  firft  been 
boiled :  for  by  codlion  the  ill  tafte  is  taken  from  the 
Corn?  which  the  Brandy  otherwife  retains.  Further, 
alfo  it  produces  much  more  Brandy,  if  the  Corn  is  fo 
boil’d,  that  it  may  be  broken.  And  this,  good  Rea¬ 
der,  is  a  moll  excellent  and  profitable  Secret,  and  will 
bring  you  in  much  wealth,  if  you  ufe  it  rightly  ,  and 
you  may  make  great  quantities  of  it. 

jF^r«»er  did-no  man  wrong,  by  taking  faccording 
to  his  own  eftimation )  a  Hundred  Duckets  for  it, for 
;  it  is  worth  much  more,  efpecially  if  the  refidue  of  the 
:  Corn  pays  the  charge.  Yet  no  man  hereafter  will  give 

I  him  fo  much  for  it  now  ’tis  made  publick. 

Indeed  it  is  injurious  to  me  to  divulge  it,  but  be- 
caufe  it  is  now  in  the  foul  hands  of  Farmer  better 

that  others  alfo  enjoy  it,  than  that  he  only  fhould 
reap  the  benefit  of  it.  But  though  by  my  communi- 
i  cation  Farmer  fiiould  put  on  a  Lyons  skin  for  his  de= 

j  fence,  yet  he  can’t  hide  his  Alles  ears  under  it  ^  as 

I  appears  from  this  Paragraph,  where  he  writes,  that  he 
had  fent  four  meafures  crofs  the  Seas,  to  try  if  they 
,  wou’d  bear  the  Sea-water  ^  for  then  he  thinketh  he 
hath  made  his  Port.  Good  God  !  how  refplendant  is 
I  the  Wifdom  and  Philofophy  of  this  Farnner  \  Cer¬ 
tainly,  if  he  (hall  make  one  or  two  Experiments  of 
this  kind,  that  his  Brandy-wine  will  bear  the  water, 
he’ll  duly  merit  to  be  created  the  chief  Profeflbr  in  the 
Academy  of  Idiots,  for  that  will  befit  him,  feeing  that 
the  reafon  is  not  hid  to  him,  as  he  writes ;  wherefore 
Drinks  are  alter’d  by  the  Sea-.waters. 

But  he  will  make  his  firft  Experiment  inthefe  four 
meafures,  and  if  it  proves  well,  then  he  promifes  to 
teach  this  Art  at  a  price- 

O  the  blindnefs  of  this  perverfe  World  fwelling 
with  Pride  !  Who  ever  heard  that  a  good  burning 
fpirit,  whether  made  of  Wine  or  Corn,  will  be  cor¬ 
rupted  by  the  fea-water  ?  I  grant  it  may  be  corru¬ 
pted,  if  it  be  invalid  before But  a  good  and  firm  bur: 
ning  fpirit  will  never  be  corrupted  by  fea,forall  wines 
bear  the  water,  thofe  only  excepted  which  la^ur 
with  a  defied  of  fpirit,  but  ftrong  wines  very  fewom, 
for  the  more  fpirits  there  is  in  any  Liquor,  whether 
_  Wine,  Beer,  or  Metheglin,  it  is  in  thelefs  danger  of 
being  corrupted. 

But  if  the  fpirit  which  is  in  wine,  be  its  preferver, 
and  defender  from  Corruption,  How  comes  it  topafs 
that  Brandy-wine,  which  if  well  prepar’d,  is  nothing 
but  fpirit,  fhould  be  corrupted  ?  If  the  Spirit  in  wine 
be  the  Preferver  and  Defence  of  the  wine,  which  yet 
is  weaken’d  by  a  great  quantity  of  water,  fo  as  the 


wine  remains  good,  and  is  fafe  from  the  corruption 
of  water :  Why  then  fhould  not  it  defend  it  felf,  fince 
it  is  fo  ftrong  and  free  from  water  ?  Who  doubts 
that  a  concentrated  Life  is  able  to  perform  greater 
things  than  a  diffufe  and  weak  life  ? 

Hence  you  may  fee  how  great  knowledge  Farnner 
has  drawn  from  the  light  of  Nature,  that  he  fhould 
boaft  fo. 

1 6 .  To  firen^then  all  forts  of  Beers. 

IN  this  place  Farnner  again  fhews  his  Affes  ears, 
when  he  writes ,  That  he  can  ftrengthen  Beers, 
that  they  fliall  not  be  inferiour  to  Rhenifh  wine.  Here 
every  wife  man  may  difeern  how  great  and  ftupen- 
dious  this  man’s  folly  is. 

Behold ,  he  attributeth  the  goodnefs  of  Rhenifh 
Wine  to  its  ftrength, which  indeed  is  a  great  errour-, 
for  the  goodnefs  of  Rhenifh-wines  confifts  not  in 
their  ftrength,  but  fweetnefs.  French  Wines  are  far 
more  fragrant  th^n  Rhenifh,  yet  in  fweetnefs  and 
foundnefs  it  comes  not  near  it.  So  likewife  Hunga¬ 
rian^  Greek^^  Italian-i  and  Spanijh  Wines,  &c.  are  much 
ftronger,  but  for  fweetnefs,  as  well  as  goodnefs  and 
wholfomenefs,  Rhenifh  wine,  far  better,  although  the 
other^excell  it  in  ftrength.  And  fo  this  is  a  great  ab- 
fiirdity :  Indeed  Beer  may  be  ftrengthen’d,  by  adding 
a  burning  fpirit  to  it  in  fermentation,  whereby  it  may 
endure  the  longer  •,  which  thing  I  can’t  deny,  and  it 
ought  to  be  done  :  but  that  a  Vinegar  may  be  drawn 
from  them  like  Wine:Vinegar,  is  a  pure  ftory  j  for 
though  it  may  happen  that  Beer  may  give  a  ftrong 
Vinegar,  yet  it  never  yields  Wine-Vinegar,  for  a 
great  difference  may  be  difeern’d  between  Wine  and 
Beer- Vinegar,  though  they  have  both  the  fame 
ftrength,  if  you  make  trial  of  both :  Whence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  Farnner  is  ignorant  what  Vinegar  is,  be- 
caufe  he  knows  not  the  difference  of  it. 

Strong  and  right  Wine- Vinegar  is  known  by  thefe 
Trials.  Firft,  if  it  be  fhaked  in  a  Glafs ,  it  by  and  by 
receives  its  clearnefs,  and  leaves  no  feum,  dreggs,  or 
bubbles,  on  the  top,  as  Beer-Vinegar  does :  for  let  it 
be  never  fo  ftrong,  it  retains  its  own  nature,  and 
caufes  a  feum,  if  it  be  fhook  juftas  the  Beer  it  is  made 
of:  but  Wine:Vinegar  leaves  no  feum.  Secondly,  the 
longer  Wine-Vinegar  is  boiled,  the  ftronger  it  is  ^  the 
reafon  is  this,  There  is  naturally  in  it  an  innate  fharp- 
nefs,  which  is  not  volatile  *,  but  the  fharpnefs  of  Beer- 
Vinegar  con  lifts  in  its  volatility,  which  in  boiling  is 
abated  ^  fo  that  the  longer  it  boils,  the  weaker  it  is. 
And  thefe  are  the  two  chief  and  moft  certain  trials  of 
Vinegars,  which  Farnnerh  Vinegar  will  never  bear, 
and  therefore  will  ftill  be  Beer- Vinegar,  and  does  not 
deferve  that  it’s  Preparation  fhould  yield  Fifty  R.  Doh 
lers. 

j4cid  or  Sower  Beers. 

WHat  belongs  to  this,  requires  nothing  of 
Art,  neither  is  it  worthy  to  be  taught  at  a 
price  when  every  Country  man  can  do  it,  by  pro¬ 
jecting  and  well  ftirring  in  a  veffel  of  acid  beer, 
two  or  three  handfuls  of  beech  afhes  well  lifted, 
made  wet  with  a  little  beer,  and  Jeting  them  lie  in  it 
about  eight  days,  for  then  the  allies  by  reafon  of 
the  Salt  which  is  in  ’em  takes  away  the  fowrenefs  of 
the  beer,  and  make  it  drinkable. 

NB.  If  the  beer  be  not  too  fowrc,  a  handful  of 
fifted  afhes  may  be  fewed  up  in  a  linen  bagg ,  and 
put  into  the  Beer  through  the  bung,  and  there  left 
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for  this  way  the  Beer  may  be  prefervM  from  fowreing 
and  need  not  be  ftirred  nor  troubled.  Alfo  fome 
handfuls  of  wheat  put  into  the  beer,  draws  its 
fowernefs  from  it,  the  fame  alfo  is  done  by  egg 
fliells,  Crabs  eyes,  Tortoife  fhells,  Sea  Ihells,  calx 
■wva,  and  fuch  things  which  attract  the  Iharp- 

nefs,  and  turn  it  into  fweetnefs.  ,  . 

But  whence  is  it  that  Farnner  now  fo  abounds  m 
the  knowledge  of  wines  and  beers,  when  yet  but  two 
years  fince,  when  he  prepar’d  and  fold  brandy  wine 
and  beer,  that  he  complain’d  ^to  me,  that  he  had  fu- 
ftained  much  damage  in  handling  them,  fo  that  he 
Ihou’d  perifh  unkfs  he  learn’d  how  to  take  away  and 
remedy  the  burning  of  Corn  in  the  Still,  the  ill  fmell 
of  his  brandy  wine  and  the  fowrenefs  of  Beer.  Why 
cou’d  not  he  then  help  himfelf,  and  beware  ofthofe 
Loifes  ?  he  will  objed  that  at  that  time  a  certain  light 
jhone  upon  him,  by  whofe  benefit  he  knew  Nature. 
However  true  his  objedion  be,  it  will  never  induce 
me  to  believe  that  this  light  cou’d  in  fo  great  a  mea- 
fure  fo  fuddenly  help  him,  which^is  a  great  abfup 
dity:  for  fo  much  knowledge  is  given  to  no  man  in 
a  nights  deep,  it  is  a  falfe  ftory.  But  that  my  faith¬ 
ful  inftrudion,  with  which  I  inltruaed  hirn,has  en¬ 
lighten’d  him,  and  like  a  guiding  ftar  led  him  in  the 
right  way,  is  molt  true,  thohe  is  unworthy  ofthofe 
precious  Pearls  which  like  a  wild  boar  he  treads  in 
the  dirt  under  his  feet- 

1 8.  Vinegar  of  Corn. 

THat  belongs  to  this  Paragraph,  is  demon- 
V  V  Urated  in  the  fixteenth  paragraph,,  that.tis 
impofiible  to  make  a  vinegar  of  Corn,  like  that  of 
■wine  :  wherefore  this  cannot  ( as  he  thinks,  deferve 
fifty  R-  Dollers. 

19.  Vinegar  of  green  Woods, 

IN  deed  I  wonder  that  Farnner  is  not  alhamed  of 
thefe  things  which  I  have  many  years  fince  fo  clear¬ 
ly  defcrib’d  or  to  bring  them  to  light  anew, that  he 
might  get  money  by  teaching  thofe  things  to  others, 
which  are  already  publhhed  in  the  firft  part  of  Far-, 
naces^  And  fo  he  adorns  himfelf  with  other  mens 
Feathers. 

/  But  he  will  obje^f,  I  have  in  the  trial  found  thefe 
things  true,  and  therefore  defcribe  them,  but  he 
does  it  to  this  end,  and  to  no  other  than  that  he 
may  cheat  themol  their  mony  who  did  not  know 
that  I  had  fo  long  fince  writ  of  them-  He  that  de¬ 
fires  any  of  thefe  things,  may  find  ’em  in  the  firft 
part  of  my  Furnaces^  and  he  fhall  not  need  to  give 
Farnner ten  R.  Dollers  for  his  inftrudlion  herein. 
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thefe  bold  malignities  may  be  eafily  judg’d :  but  if 
1  had  writ  nothing  of  thefe  things,  who  would  havec 
taught  him  that  there  was  Tartar  in  the  lees  of  wine? 
But  I  not  only  found  and  writ  what  was  inihera,  bat 
alfo  largely  taught  how  they  might  be  ufefully  ex- 
traded. 

Yet  this  trifler  dares  as  impudently,  as  falfly  fay, 
that  he  had  correded^  it,  and  added  to  it,  and  there-, 
fore  wou’d  not  let  it  go  without  his  price.  • 

After  the  fame  manner  he  deals  with  my  other  fe- 
crets  ( which,  tho  he  had  them  of  me,  hebraggs  that 
they  are  his  own^  with  which  he  proceeds,  as  with 
the  lees  of  wine,  namely  with  my  Alkaheft,  Pana* 
ciea,  Melioration  of  wine,  compendious  diftillation 
of  Corn,  preparation  of  vinegar,  corredion  of 
beer  and  others  in  many  places. 

Whence  cou’d  he  have  known  what  was  meant  by 
my  Alkaheft  and  Panacaea,  or  how  fmall  wines  and 
and  beers  fhould  be  meliorated,  how  Corn  without 
aduftion  fhou’d  give  plenty  of  burning  fpirit,  and 
whether  there  was  Tartar  in  the  lees  of  wine  or 
not,  and  how  it  might  be  extraded  thence,  except 
he  had  feen  and  learn’d  all  thefe  things  of  me  ?  of 
which  alfo  I  had  many  years  fince  publickly  made 
mention  in  my  writings,  which  is  fo  well  known  that 
he  cannot  deny  it,  how  much  foeverhe  oppofes  the 
truth. 


21.  Jill  Copper  Ores. 

Tnthis  place  Farnner  teaches  that  Copper  Ores  are 
*  to  befeparated,  when,  yet  they  are  notfepa- 
rated  but  melted,  that  thence  the  Copper  may  come 
forth,  which  Copper  if  it  contains  filver  being  mix’d 
with  a  due  weight  of  lead,  it  is  feparated :  but  Mines 
of  copper  are  never  feparated,  which  he  does  not  un¬ 
derhand,  and  fo  he  betrays  his  ignorance  in  thefe 
terms.  This  way  of  feparating  is  fufficiently 
known,  and  every  where  where  copper  mines  are 
found,  is  wrought  in  abundance  and  cannot  be  hid. 
He  that  polTefleih  Copper  mines,  will  eafily  find  men 
th’at  will  thence  elicite  the  copper,  and  afterwards 
feparate  it,  neither  will  any  man  need  to  go  to 
Farnner  on  that  account.  Indeed  I  wonder  at  his  ex* 
tream  impudence,  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  promife 
that  he  wou’d  teach  others  fo  many  Sciences,  of 
which  if  he  knew  the  half  part,  his  village  wou’d  not 
hold  all  the  furnaces  he  wou’d  need  for  the  demonr 
ftration  of  them- 

Further,  for  thefe  and  the  following  Sciences, 
which  yef,  are  the  moft  difficult  and  laborious  of  all , 
he  requires  no  money,  but  for  a  certain  reward  pro- 
mifes  to  demonftrate  them  all. 

Prnat  HTpR-c  ayi/i 


20.  jiltho  Glauber,  &c. 

Here  he  contemns  my  way  of  extrafling  Tartar 
from  the  lees  of  wine,  when  yet  it  was  a  year 
fince  clearly  and  perfpicuoufly  defcrib’d  and  publifh- 
edat  Norimkrg^  F arnner  cou’d  never  corredt- 

But  he  bragg’d  that  he  had  found  by  a  certain  po- 
fition  another  compendium,  which  indeed  might 
be,  fince  it  is  eafier  to  add  fomething  to  an  Art  once 
found,  than  to  find  the  Art  it  felf,  but  it  does  not 
become  him  to  diftwade  men  from  this  Art  which  ds 
already  defcribed,  and  which  may  be  had  gratis,  and 
to  defpife  it  and  bragge  among  all  men  of  his  own 
inventing  a  better-  What  good  men  will  think  of 


He  has  drawn  this  feparation  alfo  from  my  wib 
tings,  that  there'^ith  he  might  fill  his  calum¬ 
nious  letters:  neither  do  T  believe  he  cou’d  do  it 
be^»^he  had  feen  me  do  it-  It  is  done  by  the  powder 
of  a?Ws,  as  I  have  plainly  defcribed  in  my  Chymical 
Colloquie. 

23.  Gold  and  Silver, 

THis  Art  Lazarus  CEjttier  has  defcribed,  but  be- 
caufe  his  way  is  too  hard,  1  have  ftiewn  an  eafier 
in  the  explication  of  the  wonder  of  the  world,  and 
there  the  following  melting  Furnaces  are  alfo  de-* 
feribed,  and  therefore  I  need  not  fay  any  thing  of 
them  here.  All 
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again jl  tarnner. 


Allthefe  inventions  which  Farnntr  braggsoft  as 
his  own,  are  mine  ;  for  my  unfaithful  Servant  taught 
Irarnmr  thofe  Furnaces  which  he  learn’d  of  me. 

And  at  Isriph^ 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  thefe  four  laft  paragraphs, 
becaufe  they  don’t  concern  me  as  the  former  doe, 
and  Fanwer  hinifelf  cxpofes  them  as  fpeculations 
and  not  as  experiments,  as  lalfo  believe  that  they  are 
only  fancies  and  foolilli  imaginations:  yet  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  muft  anfwer,  which  he  mentions 
in  his  third  paragraph,  thatthe  time  will  come  when 
CUnher\  Alkahell  mull  be  forc’d  to  hide,  altho  it  is 
not  wholly  to  be  rcjeacd.  But  if  it  be  fo  unprofitable 
that  it  mull  hide,  why  docs  he  expofe  this  to  fale  at 
fifty  R.  Dollers,  and  the  Panacea  which  is  prepar’d 
Vv'ith  it,  at  thirty  ?  and  he  has  already  got  fufticient" 
ly  by  it:  if  it  be  fo  improffitable,  why  then  does 
he  offer  to  Sell  it  to  others  knowingly  and  willingly 
at  a  price?  If  Farmer  has  rightly  term’d  my  Alka- 
heft  unufeful  and  mull  be  forc’d  to  hide,  he  has  fure' 
ly  deceiv’d  many.  But  I  confidently  aflert,  that  my 
Alkahell  will  "never  hide,  but  defend  it  felf  in  all 
places:  Perfidious  calumniators,  thieves  and  their 
accomplices  fhali  hide,  but  not  my  Alkahefl.  If  he 
has  found  out  better  things  than  I,  let  him  publifii 
them  as  I  have  done,  that  every  man  may  judge 
whether  they  be  true  or  falfe :  Why  this  boalting 
and  wicked  vanity  in  defpifing  others?  For  truth 
jieeds  few  words  and  lefs  braging;  In  his  writing 
in  which  he  fets  down  the  value  of  every  Secret 
contain’d  in  the  laft  paragraphs,  namely,  from  the 
twenty  firft  to  the  twenty  eighth,  he  promifes  to 
teach  other  men  for  no  certain  price,  but  on  courte- 
fy,  thofe  fecrets  which  yet  are  the  belt,  if  he  cou’d 
know  them.  But  if  he  can  effeft  thofe  things  and 
teach  ’em  to  others,  he  wou’d  not  certainly  teach 
them  gratis,  for  ’tis  impoflible  for  him  to  build 


thofe  Furnaces  requifite  to  the  making  of  thofe' 
things  in  half  a  years  time. 

From  which  it  fufficiently  appears  how  ignorant 
he  is  of  what  he  writes :  Certainly  if  his  wares 
which  he  had  of  me  gratis,  fliould  find  Chapmen,  no 
doubt  but  in  one  year  he  would  get  fome  choufands' 
of  ducats. 

I  thought  fit  toanfwer  you  thefe  things  now,  that 
I  might  (hut  your  foul  mouth  vvhicn  was  fo  wide 
open  to  lyes,  bat  if  after  this  you  don’t  ccafe  your  lyes 
and  calumnies,  you  will  compel  me  to  ufe  other 
means  to  bridle  your  malice.  In  the  mean  while  I 
doubt  not,  bm  ail  good  men  in  this  (iiorc  Apology 
(in  which  I  have  not  refuted  thy  lying  calumnies 
w’ith  indecentor  contentious  words, but  from  thy  own 
obligations  and  hand  writing)  will  plainly  fee  how 
wickedly  and  perfidioufiy  thou  haft  behaved  thy  felf 
towards  me.  This  damage  which  thou  haft  done 
me,  neither  you  nor  all  yemrs  both  prefent  and  future 
faculties,  nor  all  thy  fervants  can  ever  repair:  It 
remains  therefore,  that  I  fay  with  Job,  God  gave,  and 
God  has  taken  away,  bleifed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  But  I  don’t  believe  you  will  efcape  divine 
pumlhment,  to  which  I  commit  my  caufe  at  this 
time.  It  is  certain  that  every  thing  has  its  time, 
which  I  alfo  patiently  expedling  your  downfal 
(when  God  (hall  take  upon  him  the  patronage  of  a 
juft  caufe,)  perhaps  with  thefe  my  eyes  (hall  fooner 
fee  than  hope.  Indeed  I  wanted  not  matter  to  difpute 
thefe.  things  raoi'e  largely,  but  that  for  a  reafon 
known  to  my  felf,  I  was  hinder’d  in  doing  it  at 
this  time.  But  as  foon  as  I  can,  God  aiTifting  me, 
I  (hall  not  be  wanting  to  propofe  to.  all  impartial 
men  in  the  world,  queftions  to  be  refolv’d,frora  which 
every  ingenious  and  good  man  may  fee,  animadvert 
and  give  judgment,  how  ungrateful,  perfidious,  un¬ 
juft  and  inhumane  thou  haft  been  to  me; 


^ 
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Miraculum  Mundi ; 

Or,  A  Plain  and  Perfe^fV  Defeription  of  the  admirable  Nature  and  Property  of  that 

nlofl:  powerful  Subjetft,*  called  by  the  Antients,  ^  ' 


%l)t  limtoetfal  Jleitttrtuim 

O  II  ,  , 


Tke  MERCVRT  of  P  HI  LO  S  0  P  H  E  RS. 

By  which  Vegetables,  Jmmals,  and  Minerals  may  eafily  be  Tranfmtited  into  moft  Sa« 
lubrious  Medicines,  and  the  Imperfed  Metals  into  Perfed  and  Permanent. 


I 

A  Preface  to  the  Reader. 


To  whomfoever  this  little  Booh^Qr eating  of  the 
Profnety-f  Nature^  and  Ejfence  of  that  tneom- 
parajfle  ShI  j  hy  the  ancient  Philofuphers  cal 

led^  The  Univerfal  Menftruum  or  Solvent, 
//,*//  ocenrr^and  is  offended  in  reading  of  thofe  great  virtues 
hy  me  afrthed  to  it  j  and  becaufe  he  mderfiandeth  not 


the  things  judgeth  it  not  to  he  credited  ■,  I  would  have  him 
know  that  whatfoever  power  I  have  attributed  to  it ,  that 
that'isinno  wije  a  Figment,  Dream,  or  vain  Opirion, 
but  to  he  taken  for  a  Truth-,  found  out  hy  a  dilioent  and 
manifold  Prabiice.  But  which  will  be  mofh  profta!  i'-,for 
me  to  profiiture  all  my  inventions  to  the  World,  or  conceal 
^  Tt  them? 
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them  ?  For  which  canfe  I  , 

ordyvoimat  many  wonderful  things  whuh  may  be  fer. 
formed  by  this  Liver fal  Menfirunm  but  not  treat  of 
them,  leaving  tt  free  for  every  manto  beheve  my  fay  mgs 

far  as  he  p!eafeth‘M  ^  bey  fall  be  credited  oyno  man^ 
it  {hall  not  difturb  me,  it  being  Jufficient  for  me  to  have 
yiewed  where  and  by  what  reajon,  the  truth  or  fccrets  of 

nature  are  to  be  found.  •  r  ; 

As  for  the  Subjtbi  whofe  nature  and  operations  I  have 
determinedto  touch  upon,  it  is  like  to  that  of  which  1 
have  made  mention  in  my  Mineral  work,  by  the  fignal 
name  of  Alkaheft,  which  appellation  1  have  there  demon- 
(Prated,  not  to  be  impofed  upon  it  without  reafon.  But 
feeing  \hat  long  fince  the  chief  Menfiruums  of  fame 
Fhdofophersy  were  called  by  the  fame  name,  and  that  J 
know  not  whether  theirs  were  Itk?  to  mine  or  mine  to 
theirs  in  nature  and  virtues,  fall  not  much  trouble  me  \ 
for  it  matters  little  for  diverfe  Menfruums  to  be  called 
by  the  fame  name,  although  they  do  not  anfwer  one  another 
in  all  things.  For  even  as  wine  is  wine,  although  it  come 
from  Germany,  Italy,  France  or  Spain,  neverthtlefs 
each  is  wine,  although  the  one  exceed  the  other  in  flrength 
and’rellif,as  long  as  the  fame  nature  and  virtues  are 
found  in  it,  which  ought  to  be  in  wine:  f  he  fame  is  to 

be  judged  concerning  my  Alkaheft:  To  wit,  that  if  the  vir¬ 
tues  he  agreeable  to  the  name,  from  whatjoever  Subjed  it  be 
extratled,  it  rightly  meriteth  the  fame  name,  which 
that  it  may  the  better  be  underfiood,  I  mean  by  themame 
of  Alkahelt,  a  very  hot,  fiery,  dry,  and  alfo  humid  wa¬ 
ter  void  ofi  all  corrofive  power,  by  which  Vegetables, 
Animals,  Minerals,  are  diffolved  without  noife,  yet 
not  all  in  the  fame  manner,  and  elaborated  into  Salutife- 
rous  medicines,  as  /  have  Jhewed  in  the  firft  part  of  my 
Mineral  worL  aind  becaufe  1  have  written  fuch 
things  ofi  it,  many  have  endeavoured  to  prepare  fuch  a 
Menfiruum  ,  every  one  from  his  own  Suhjefl-,  Impoftors 
alfo  have  off'ered  to  others,  a  water  plainly  corrofive  in- 
fbead  of  it  L^afiy  pretending  that  they  had  obtained  the  fe- 
crctfrom  me,  and  that  it  is  the  fame  which  I  have  de¬ 
scribed  in  my  Mineral  work-,  then  one  [Ms  that  put  a- 
tious  Univerfal  folvent  to  a  another  at  a  dear  rate, 
whofe  nativity^and  preparation  lies  bid  with  the  feller, 
that  fo  the  blind  leading  the  blind  both  may  fall  into  the 
ditch',  which  thing,  when  I  knew  it,  J  was  co'nflrained 
whether  I  would  or  no,  to  lay  open  to  the  Reader,  what  is 
properly  the  nature  of  my  Alkaheft,  and  what  are  its 
•virtues  and  powers,  fo  that  thofe  who  err e,  may  have  a 
rule  by  which  they  may  be  able  to  judge  of  any  other  pre¬ 
tended  Alkaheft,  whether  it  be  mine  or  not. 

Therefore  this  incomparable  fubjeH  is  called  an  univer¬ 
fal  folvent,  becaufe  by  its  benefit,  many  incredible  things 
are  performed  in  the  preparation  of  good  Medicines,  and 
alfo  tn  the  preparation  of  metals,  yet  let  no  man  believe 
that  it  difi'olvctb  metals  fwiftly  and  violently,  like  aqua 


ill  (at  leajb  for  the prefent )  I  fortis,  aqua  regia,  or  other  corrofive  waters,  not  in  the 

'  leaf:,  but  worketh  altogether  after  another  tnanner,  viz 


Vegetables  Animals  are  diffolved  in  digeflion,  by 
the  moifi  way,  in  which  folution,  the  pure  parts  are  fepa- 
rated  from  the  impure. 

And  Minerals  and  Metals  alfo  being  diffolved  in  the 
moijl  way  by  its  benefit,  may  be  wafhed,  purged  and  ma¬ 
turated,  and  reduced  either  info  good  medicines,  or  into  bet¬ 
ter  metals,  but  not  with  the  fame  advantage  and  celerity  as 
in  the  dry  way, by  which  very  many  incredible  mutations  are 
prcfently  performed,  to  be  admired  by  the  inexpert,  too 
tedious  here  to  be  treated  of-  Befides  thofe  two  ways  of 
dtjj'olving,  which  {that  J  might  demonfirate  the  pojfibili-  • 
ty  of  the  matterj  1  have  jhewed  to  fome  there  yet  occurrs 
another  far  different  from  thofe,  by  which  metals  and 
other  Subjefis  are  fwiftly,  meliorated  to  the  eye,  and  are 
maturated,  depurated,  and  tranfmuted  into  the  bejl  of 
medicines,  and  into  purer  bodies  :  the  reafons  of  which, 
folution  there  ts  no  need  to  expofe  to  every  one,  chiefly, 
becaufe  that  labour  requircth  a  skilful  Chymifl  and 
there  are  few  who  heartily  fearch  into  the  fecrets  of  nature, 
but  rnojl  Chymijls  vexing  thsmfelves  with  vain  procefjes, 
under fland  nothing  [olid  in  Medicine  or  in  Chymifiryf 
which  imaginary  Art i fits,  when  they  happen  upon  true 
writings,  cannot  reach  their  fence  with  their  dull  brains^ 
they  [peak  evil  of  the  Author,  difdaining  hisindujtry  and 
unwearied  labour,  in  communicating  his  talent  •,  whence 
it  comes  topafis  that  he  which  brings  forth  any  thing  of 
good,  finding  nothing  but  ingratitude,  chufeth  rather  to 
carry  hts  talent  with  him  to  the  grave,  than  to  publijh 
it  to  his  own  damage.  And  this  ts  the  only  caufcy 
why  I  have  not  plainly  profecuted  the  uje  of  this  Men- 
flruum  in  the  preparing  ofi  medicines,  and  meliorating 
of  metals,  but  have  oply  pointed  at  what  may  be  eff  ebbed 
by  the  help  of  it,  that  it  may  be  made  \manifefi:,  what  is 
to  he  judged  concerning  it,  and  whether  that  which  is  fold 
for  fuch  by  ot hers,  bd' like  to  that  deferihed  in  my  Mine¬ 
ral  work  or  not  :  I  doubt  not  but  many  will  quickly 
defpond,  thinking  that  their  Alkaheft  will  in  no  wife 
perform  thofe  things  which  I  here  aferibe  to  my  Menflru- 
um,  and  will  alfo  believe  the  matter  not  tobefo  eafy,  as 
before  they  thwght  it  to  be,  hut  although  it  arife  from  a 
vile  fuhjebl,  that  neverthelefs  its  invention  and  ufe  is  ve¬ 
ry  difficult.  For  who  foever  hath  fuch  a  menfiruum,  by 
which  thefe  following  things  may  be  eff ebbed,  he  may  int 
deed  rejoice  in  the  pofeffion  of  univerfal  folvent  or 
Mercury  of  Philofophers,  having  a  door  opened  to 
true  medicine  and  Alchymy.  Therefore  for  the  flaky  of 
Searchers,  I  Will  begin  to  ^lew  fomewhat  of  its  virtues 
and  powers,  as  far  as  1  may,  that  the  Magnalia  of  God 
may  thence  be  made  manifejt  ,  and  that  J  may  give  oc- 
cafion  to  every  /nan,  to  render  praife,  and  than^  tO\his 
Creat  out,  who  is  the  giver  of  all  good. 


0 


Part  L 


Miraculum  Mundi, 


Of  the^Tranfcendent  Virtue,  Totpcr,  T^ature,  nnd  Troperty  of  this  V/ondcrful 

Llniverfal  MenilrQum, 


IT  is  worth  our  noting,  that  three  Operations 
efpecially  may  be  performed  by  the  beneht 
of  this 

I.  It  raaturateth  all  Vegetables  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  being  diflblved  into  a  Liquor,  and  ta= 
king  away  their  Venom,  converteth  them  into  falu- 
tary  Medicines. 

II.  It  dillblveth  Minerals  and  Metals,  as  well  by 
the  moift  as  by  the  dry  way,  corredeth  their  venoms, 
ripeneth  and  fixeth  their  crudity,  fo  that  they  may  be 
made  good  Medicines  ^  and  after  fixation,  yield  good 
and  genuine  Gold  and  Silver- 

111.  Thofe  Metals,  Minerals,  Stones,  and  other 
compad  Subjeds,  not  dilTolvable  by  the  aforefaid 
waics,  it  dillblveth,  maturateth,  purifieth,  and  in  an 
hours  fpace  exalts  Metals,  more  than  the  two  former 
Solutions  can  do  in  a  whole  day,  whofe  change  into 
better  may  be  obferved  in  every  hour :  It  dillblveth 
Metals  and  Minerals  into  a  penetrating  fpirituality^ 
ib  that  the  Metal  is  notfeparated  from  the  Mcnfirnum, 
but  a  folution  is  made  of  both,  either  by  the  dry  or 
moift  way,  from  which  the  more  pure  part  of  the 
Metal,  or  that  which  is  Gold  or  Silver,  after  the  pre- 
mifed  fixation,  is  precipitated  by  Art,  efpecially  if 
many  were  jointly  difiblved.  Whence  it  is  fufficient- 
lymanifeft,  that  in  all  the  Imperfed  Metals  Gold 
and  Silver  is  notably  abfconded,  not  difcoverable  by 
j  the  vulgar  Examen  of  Cupels :  which  Operation  be 
\  ing  performed  by  a  Menstruum,  prepared  in  fo  grofs 
a  manner,  it  is  credible,  that  if  this  volatile  Her¬ 
maphrodite  and  fpiritual  Mercury  were  again  fixed, 

I  and  rendered  Corporeal,  that  it  w'ould  be  by  many 
;  degrees  more  fubtile,  penetrant,  and  efficacious,  for 
I  the  diffolving ,  altering,  and  perfetfting  of  Bodies, 
than  it  was  before. 

,  This  is  its  life  in  general  \  but  fpecially  it  abun¬ 
dantly  exerts  its  manifold  Virtue  ;  before  whofe  de- 
fcription,  it  feems  not  amifs  to  point  out  the  common 
Name  of  this  fubjed,  and  what  the  common  People 
i  think  of  it.  Which  ,  that  I  may  expedite  in  few 

'  words,  know,  that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  naked 

fait  of  the  Earth,  of  which  Salt-Peter  is  made-  But 
that  every  fait  of  the  Earth,  or  common  Salt-Peter^ 

I  hath  thofe  Virtues  which  I  here  alTign  to  my  fub- 

I  jed,  I  fhall  in  no  wife  fay,  feeing  that  it  ought  to 

I  be  diverfly  prepared  for  divers  ufes,  according  to 

I  which,  thou  maift  exped  divers  Virtues, 
i  This  fubjed  is  necelTary  to  be  known  by  all  the 
:  Inhabitants  of  the  whole  Earth,  to  all  orders  and 

!  degrees  of  men,  becaufe  not  to  man  only,  but  alfo 
i  to  every  Creature,  it  is  profitable  or  noxious,  accor- 
’  ding  to  its  various  application - 

This  fubjed  fcrveth  for  Phyficians,  Chimrgions^zwd 
j^pothecaries ,  of  which  they  may  prepare  excellent 
;  Medicines  againft  the  natural  Difeafes  of  Men- 
1  lA'^hence  the  truth  of  that  common  faying  of  Phi- 
lofophcrs  is  undoubtedly  afierted,  'viz,.  That  of  the 
'  great eji  tT ^nom  the  areateji  Medicine  a>^atnPi  Difeafes 

IS  to  be  prepared.  And  that  Nitre  is  the  worft  of  Ve- 
I  noms,  1  have  evinc’d  in  the  fecond  part  of  my  Fur- 
i  naces,  where  I  preferr  it  to  the  Bajihsk.  himfelfi  and 


that  from  the  fame  Nitre,  and  its  mediation,  is  to  be 
prepared  a  raoft  excellent  Medicine.  In  the  Firft 
Part  of  my  Mineral  Work,  for  the  fake  of  Phyfi- 
cians,  Chirurgions,  and  others,  applying  themfelves 
to  Phyfick, .  I  have  Ihewed  how  by  the  help  of  my 
Alkaheft,  Medicines  are  to  be  prepared  from  Vege-« 
tables,  Animals ,  and  Minerals,  far  exceeding  the  or¬ 
dinary  waies  of  Preparation. 

But  it  is  not  my  mind  at  prefent  to  difeourfe  much 
ofMddicines,  it  may  fuffice  to  have  IhewlB  what 
Virtues  this  Univerfal  fubjed  hath,  and  to  what  ufes 
it  may  be  appointed.  I  fay,  that  it  may  be  profitas 
ble  to  all  orders  of  men,  as  well  to  the  fuperiour,  as 
to  the  inferiour,  to  fpiritual  and  fecular,  noble  and 
ignoble,  rich  and  poor :  of  which  orders  the  Phy- 
liciaii  is  not  to  b6  deemed  the  loweft. 

That  I  may  perform  my  promife,  what  unheard  of 
things  may  be  done,  by  the  benefit  of  this  fubjed, 
in  natural  difeafes  incident  to  man,  who  is  obnoxi¬ 
ous  to  all  kind  of  miferies,  I  will  in  the  next  place 
reveal  fomewhat  for  his  health  and  comfort. 

But  this  my  Medicine, which  I  deliver, is  not  of  great 
price,  but  of  great  Virtue,  and  of  which  the  poor  as 
well  as  rich,  may  be  partakers,  and  (  by  the  blefling 
of  God  )  may  be  freed  from  every  curable  difeafe" 


The  T reparation,  ^ 

j4ke  two  or  three  pounds  of  thlsMent^ruum^tPhofe  cor2  ^ 
rof venature  tranjmute  by  force  of  fire  into  a  nature 
not  corrofive:,  and  you  have  the  Menftruum  prepared-, 
with  which  you  fhall  elaborate  this  Medicine.^in  this  man¬ 
ner  :  Diffolve  in  this  Mzntivmm  as  much  of  thefirfi 
Ens  of  Gold  (^which  is  to  be  found  in  all  places  of  the 
W orld ,  hut  efpecially  in  golden  Mines  more  copioufly') 
as  it  will  attract  in  the  heat  ;  fo  that  a  red  Solution  may 
he  made,  which  digeflfor  feme  daies.^  with  its  own  weight 
rf  the  diffolving  Wine make  feparation  of  the  pure  parts 
f rom  the  impure.^  by  removing  the  faces  which  fever  them-^ 
felves  from  the  Medicine,  by  falling  to  the  bottom,  this 
being  coticentrated  by  an  eafie  heat,  will  be  a  red  pellut 
cidfione,  very  like  to  a  foluble  fait,  which  is  to  be  care¬ 
fully  preferved.  This  Medicine  will  be  fecond  to  none, 
except  the  Jlone  of  Philofophers,  and  will  be  of  the  fame 
goodnefs,  after  a  Hundred  Tears,  that  it  was  the  firft 
day  it  was  made,  performing  all  things  which  1  Jbew 
With  amazement,  for  which  no  mortal  man  can  ever  ren^^ 
der  fuffeient  Thardas  to  God, 

i 

The  Vfe  of  this  Medicine  in  general. 

» 

THis  llniverfal  Medicine  will  cure  every  natura! 

difeafe  both  in  young  and  old,  ftrong  and 
weak,  in  a  very  fmall  dofe,  without  any  danger,  not 
naufeating  the  ftomach,  as  the  tifual  Potions  do  ; 
and  is  to  be  taken  in  any  Liquor,  according  to  the 
Condition  of  the  Sick,  as  warm  Broth  or  Gruel,  Wineg 

T  t  i  Beer 


Beer  or  Ale,  Water,  Milk, 

eiaht' grains,  which  is  the  .higheft  dofe.  Ic  opera 
teth  after  a  divcrfe  manner,  according  as  the  ftiength 
f  rrk  nr  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  requires : 

Tf  o ,  ont’inae  the  Ufc  of  the  prefctibed  Do- 
fo'  the  operatioJi  will  be  infenfible;  u  ftrengthen- 
cih  and  nmndirieth  the  radical  moiilure,  and  in  a 
wonderful  manner  expelleth  everyEvil  out  of  theBody 
bein'’  taken  daily,  every  other  or  every  third  day: 

nveferveth  from  accidental  Difeafes,  corredeth 
Venom  and  refilteth  infech:ious  Airs-  But  if  the  Dofe 
v'ere  greater,  the  Operation  will  be  more  evident, 
by  Sweat,  Urine,  Spitting,  and  fometimes  by  Stool, 
according  as  yon  pleafe,  by  encreafing  or  leflenmg 
the  Dofe  i  and  if  the  dilpolition  of  the  Difeale 
comply,  it  is  cured  by  a  Imall  quantity  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine  without  ocular  obfervation  j  but  being  radi¬ 
cated,' requireth  a  manifeft  operation,  ifitrefufeto 
yield  foafmallDofe  aUing  invifibly  ^  becaufe  both 
in  preparing  and  uiing  this  Medicine,  regard  is  to 
'be  had,  that  you  neither  err  in  excefs  or  defed, 
but  bv  obferving  a  Mcdinm ,  you  fliall  obtain  bftth 
Profit'  and  Honour- 

Thofe  of  ripe  years  may  take  from  one  to  lix 
grains  every  day,  if  they  have  leifure  to  attend  the 
'Cure,  but  if  not,  three  grains  every  fourth  day,un^ 
,til  there  remain  no  fooMleps  of  the  Difeafe:  ta¬ 
king  nothing  befides  this  Medicine,  and  keepingthat 
day  Irom  the  cold  Air,  and  abftaining  three  oi  four 
hours  from  Food.  In  the  Lepofie  and  foul  Scab, 
there  is  no  R.emedy  fafer  than  this  Medicine,  extir¬ 
pating  the  Roots  of  the  Evil  without  trouble-  Nor 
will  you  ever  be  fruftrated  in  the  cle fired  effefr, 
if  the  Sick  have  llrength  fufficient  to  undergo  the 
Cure.  C  See  its  Preparation  and  Ufe  more  particu¬ 
larly  deferibed,  in  Part  2.  Th^tr.  . 

After  the  Defeription  and  Ufe  of  this  Medicine, 
by  which  the  health  of  Man  may  be  preferved,  and 
being  lolt,  may  be  reftored,  which  is  far  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  all  theTreafures  of  the  whole  World. 
There  now  follow  other  Secrets,  {hewing  how  by 
the  help  of  this  fubjeci:  a  man  may  acquire  an  ho- 
nefl  Living  j  and,  as  I  have  faid  in  the  Preface,  this 
fubjedl  may  be  profitable  to  all  orders  of  men  in  the 
World,  whether  fuperiour  or  inferiour,  Ecclefialli= 
cal  or  Political,  noble  or  ignoble,  rich  or  poor,  by 
\  conferring  or  admonilliing  fomewhat  of  good  to 
every  one  in  his  Profelfion.  Therefore  I  will  now 
begin  to  teach  fome  fignal  ufes  of  it,  that  it  may 
be  manifeft  to  all  men  ,  that  this  is  an  Univerfal 
fubjeU,  which  I  have  alwaies  judged  fuch,  and  that 
others  vdth  me  may  find  it  fo- 

In  the  firfi:  place,' all  Fofiiles  or  Minerals  digged  out 
of  the  Earth,  ir.ay  be  perfeftly  examined  by  the  me¬ 
diation  of  this  fubjeU  ,  what  metals  they  contain, 
how  many,  and  hov;  much  of  each  :  It  is  an  infalli¬ 
ble  Guide  to  the  diggers  and  melters  of  Ores,  fa-- 
ving  them  both  lofs  of  time  and  matter.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  Artifice,  by  w'hich  the  value  of  all  Minerals 
may  be  difeovered  without  much  labour  and  charge, 
being  highly  neceflfr'y  for  Metallurgifts ,  of  6'tr- 
?nany  efpecially  / being  qnite' undone  by  a'  continual 
War,  who  may  in  aTnort  time  lay  up  great  Stocks 
or  Treafures,  to  be  imployed  againft  the  Enemies 
of  their  Country  in  time  of  neceffity  :  by  whofe 
benefit  alfo  rich  Mines  of  gold  and  filver  fv/hich 
otherwife  would  for  ever  lie  negleUed  )  may  be 
difeovered  ,  when  they  are  fwiftly  and  accurately 
exarnined- 

I  he  Marcafites  of  Gold  and  filver  being  melted 


by  the  mediation  of  this,  by  a  fingular  compendium, 
hitherto  unknown,  do  afford  more  metal  than  by 
the  coriimon  way. 

The  volatile 'and  immature  Marcafites  of  gold 
and  filver,  are  fixed  in  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  fo 
that  they  yield  more  metal  than  they  could  have 
done  w'ithout  fixation. 

Thofe  three  things  are  very  neceffary  and  profi¬ 
table  to  every  Magiltrate  having  Mines  in  his  jurif- 
didtion,  by  which  he  may  obtain  much  wealth. 

All  Gold  and  Silver  which  is  not  purely  melted 
from  its  Marcafite,  is  fwiftly  purged  from  all  addi- 
tament,  the  Silver  is  feparated  from  the  Gold,  by 
fufiononly,  with  fmall  labour  and  colt,  but  in  great 
weight.  Gold  and  Silver  are  eafily  drawn  out  of 
old  Tin  veffels,  the  tin  being  preferved  almoft  in  the 
fame  weight,  and  being  made  belter  than  it  was 
before,  may  ferve  for  the  fame  ufes  to  which  it  is 
wont  to  be  put. 

From  BtfmHth  much  filver  is  feparated,  the  Bif~ 
miith  being  preferved,  this  fecret  being  agreeable  to 
thofe  places  which  abound  with  that  Mineral. 

From  old  Copper  much  Silver  may  be  feparated, 
the  Copper  remaining  unhurt, by  which  Artifice  Coun¬ 
tries  abounding  with  this  metal,  may  not  a  little  pro¬ 
fit  therafelves. 

Every  common  filver,  may  in  the  fpace  of  a  few 
hours  be  exalted  into  the  nature  of  Gold,  the  which 
if  it  be  done  four  or  five  times,  which  may  be  in  a 
fliort  fpace  of  time,  itgivethfo  much  gold,  as  afford- 
eth  a  Efficient  livelihood,  over  and  above  the  cofts- 

Gold  may  be  feparated  by  fufion,  from  every  ad¬ 
dition  of  Copper,  Tin,  Iron,  Lead,  Orpiment,  AntU 
monyArfenick  orthelike,and  be  purifyed  withontCn- 
pels,each  being  kept  apart;,profitable  for  Metallurgifts 
and  the  like,  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time,  fmallnefs 
of  the  charge  and  labour,  and  much  gain, 

Every  iraperfed  metal  without  the  mixture  of 
other  metals,  may  be  ripened  by  this  fecret  alone  in 
the  fire,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour,  fo  that  it  will  yield 
Gold  and  Silver,  but  without  gain. 

There  is  another  very  gainful  augmentation  or 
increafe  of  the  perfed  metals,  by  the  imperfed,  an- 
fwering  to  the  Germination  or  growth  of  vegetables; 
for  even  as  every  feed  being  caft  into  the  earthy 
groweth  therein  arifing  to  be  an  herb  or  a  tree,  and 
taketh  alfo  its  encreafe  from  the  fame  by  its  inbred 
attradive  power;  fo  is  it  here  alfo,  for  Sol  or  Lm^t 
groweth  and  encreafeth  in  Saturn^  Jupiter^  Venus ^ 
or  Murs^  as  in  their  native  foil,  and  are  nourifhed 
after  the  manner  of  herbs,  and  encreafe  from  day 
today.  An  Art  not  tobedefpifed  by  Philofophers. 

By  the  mediation  of  this,  from  all  imperfed  me¬ 
tals  and  minerals,  yielding  nothing  by  the  ufual  ex¬ 
amen  of  Cupels,  Gold  and  filver  is  produced  in  a 
manifold  manner,  being  an  argument  that  the  im- 
pdfed  metals  have  fomewhat  of  the  perfedrdonded 
in  them,  when  they  are  inverted  and  fliew  themfelves 
to  our  fight,  a  work  not  ingrateful  to  thofe  who  work 
in  Metals. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  things  which  I  have  found 
may  be  done  in  meiallick  works,  by  the  help  of  this 
Subjed;  yet  I  make  no  doubt  but  there  are  many 
more  unknown  to  me, to  be  revealed  to  others  after  me 
whofhall  make  a  good  beginning  from  my  writings, 
the  which  1  alfo  wifii  from  my  heart,chat  the  hid^- 
den  mylteries  of  the  natural  wonders  ofGod,  mhy  at 
length  be  brought  to  light,  for  the  ufe  of  mankind. 

Among  the  enumerated  Arcanums,  fome  perhaps 
mayfeem  of  little  worth  to  the  Reader;  but  there 

are 


I  ^  Miraculum  Mundu  1^5 


are  feme  from  which  may  be  had  a  commodious 
livelihood,  fo  that  an  Artift  need  not  be  at  the  will 
of  another,  without .  he  pleafe-  O  hovv  great  a 
thing  is  Liberty,  which  no  man  can  worthily  elteem, 
who^  hath  not  been  a  Servant  himfelf.  A  piece  of 
Bread  is  fweeter  to  a  quiet,  prudent  man  than  many 
dainties,  with  care,  danger,  and  bappy 

for  him  who  can  fay  with  Paracelfus  Altenns  non  fit 
mifHHsejJevotefi-,  Lethimnot  he  anothers  who  may  be 
bis  own.  .  But  it  is  good  for  him  that  would  ufe  well 
the  Gifts  of  God,  not  to  be 

Neighbour, left  temporary  Liberty  call 
into  the  Dungeon  of  eternal  Slavery. 
ing  this  fubjeft  to  be  conducible  to  all  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  earth,  I  have  defcribed  its  ufe  in  Me- 
tallicks  which  is  not  to  be  indifferently  undertaken 
by  every  man,  but  by  thofe  only  who  are  concern¬ 
ed  in  digging  of  Mines,  and  melting  and  feparating 
of  Metals,  whether  they  be  noble  or  ignoble,  lear¬ 
ned  fas  well  fpiritual  as  fecular,  exempted  from  pub- 
lick  offices)  or  rude,  which  maintain  themfelves  from 
Merchandice,  or  live  upon  their  Eftates,  all  which 
may  receive  Fruit  from  thefe  Secrets,  but  not  Hus¬ 
bandmen,  Labourers,  Ditchers,  &c.  but  that  to  thefe 
alfo  fomewhat  of  profit  may  proceed  from  my  inven¬ 
tions,  I  will  fhew  in  order ;  although  the  principal 
^  will  redound  to  ingenious  Artificers,  Engravers, 
Painters,  Statuaries,  thofe  who  adorn  Glafs  or 
Clothes  with  Silk,  Gold,  or  Silver,  and  they  who 

1'  make  Wax- work- 

They  who  etch  upon  Copper,  may  prepare  from 

1  this  fubjedt  a  good  corrofive  water,  by  which  (the 

1  Copper-plates  being  ftrft  fmeared  over  with  a  co¬ 
vering  fit  to  defend  them,  and  what  Images  and  lines 
they  Meafe,  being  drawn  upon  them  with  a  ftile  or 
:  ftift;  by  a  very  eafie  and  compendious  manner,  they 

will  be  eroded  or  eaten  into. 

Painters,  by  the  help  of  this,  may  prepare  forthem- 
felves  moft  excellent  Colours,  as  Vltra^Jilanne.ySmalt, 

'  fine  red  or  fcarlet  Lacca.,  Venice-  C eritje,  and  others  ne- 

ceffary  for  their  Ufes,  which  otherwife  they  muft 
have  from  far,  as  Italy,  Holland,  France^  &c.  and  at 

Engravers  and  Statuaries  may  fo  harden  their  Tools 
♦hat  they  may  hold  their  points  long ,  if  they  be  to 

,  cutftones.  ^  ,  , 

Embroiderers  may  pUt  any  durable  Colour  they 
pleafe  upon  the  filk  with  which  they  work, 
i  They  who  paint  Glafs,  by  an  eafie  work,  may  thence 

1  prepare  all  Colours  or  Enamels  for  Glafs, fb  that  there 
will  be  no  need  to  have  them  from  Venice. 

They  who  work  in  WsXj  by  the  benefit  of  this, 
may  whiten  it  exceedingly ,  and  colour  it  as  they 
pleafe. 

i  Printers  may  add  this  fubjedt  to  their  Ink,  which 

!  orihprp  tTinfl  firmlv  to  the  Paper,  and 

will  endure  longer  than  common  Tin  or  Pewter. 

may  ftrike  an  excellent  Black  upon 
Pear-tree,  Cherry-tree,  Box,  Walnut-tree,  and  other 
hard  Woods,  which  may  be  ufed  for  curious  Works 
inftead  ofEbony- 

Skinners  or  Furriers  may  dye  their  Ermins,  Fox- 
skins,  Wolf-skins,  and  the  like  Furrs,  with  a  Scar¬ 
let,  Crimfon,  or  deep  Black  colour,  far  exceeding  the 
natural.  ' 

Inlikemanner,  may  fwiftly  give  any 

lafting  colour  to  their  Plumes. 

Taylors  may  take  out  fpots  or  ftains  out  of  Wool¬ 
len,  Linen,  or  Silk  Garments,  and  reftore  their 
beauty- 

If  Shoomakers  put  old  Iron  to  this  fubjedl,  they 
may  therewith  adorn  their  Leather  with  an  excellent 
Black.  , 

Weavers  may  render  their  Linen  threads  fo  fine  and 
foft,  that  they  fhall  emulatesSilk. 

Dyers^  by  this,  may  give  fo  firm  and  unchangeable 
a«ground  to  their  Cloth,  that  the  fuperincluced  Co¬ 
lours  fhall  not  be  corrupted  or  fpoiled  by  any  Wine, 
Vinegar,  Urine,  Pickles,  Air, or  Sun- 

Potters  may  thence  prepare  a  Glaffy  colour,  not 
unlike  to  the Porcellkne,  of  which  Veflels  may 
be  made,  having  the  Afpedt  of  Gold,  Silver,  or  Cop¬ 
per,  a  lingular  Ornament  for  Noblemens  Tables,  hi¬ 
therto  unknown  to  the  World. 

Souldiers,  Merchants,  Travellers ,  Carriers ,  and 
Others  who  are  much  in  the  open  Air,  may  of  this 
prepare  a  Varnilh,  in  which  they  may  dip  a  Linen 
Cloth,  which  will  not  permit  either  Air  or  Water 
to  pafs  through  it,  with  which  they  may  defend 
their  Boots  or  Clothes,  fo  that  they  may  travel  dry 
in  the  Rain. 

They  who  make  Tapeftry,  may  reftore  their  faint 
or  faded  colours,  fo  that  they  fhall  be  ftrdng  and 
beautiful. 

Miftriffes  of  Families  may  prepare  of  it  fine  Soap 
or  Wafhballs,  far  exceeding  that  of  V mice. 

Houjhold-.Maids  may  with  it  fcowre  or  cleanfe  their 
metallick  veflels,  fo  as  to  render  them  neat  and 
beautiful. 

Women  may  change  the  yellow,  pale,  of  brown  co¬ 
lour  of  their  face  and  hands  into  a  beautiful  white- 
nefs- 

Old  Women  may  by  an  eafie  way  take  away  the 
wrinkles  of  their  face  and  hands  ;  as  alfo,  the  Corn^ 
of  their  feet,  and  boil  their  Linen  to  fuch  a  foft- 
nefs,  that  it  fhall  come  but  little  fhort  of  Silk. 

Gardeners  by  this  fubjedl  may  deftroy  all  Infedls, 
by  mixing  it  with  Water,  and  pouring  it  into  thofe 
places  where  they  breed,  for  they  will  either  die  in 
their  holes,  or  run  out  to  die,  becaufe  they  are  not 
able  to  abide  that  fire.  It  alfo  ripeneth  fruits,  if  a 
little  of  this  Menfiruum  be  applied  to  the  roots,  at 

Steel  without  Fire,  if  a  drop  of  that  pe 

dropped  upon  it,  whence  the  Iron  growing  hot ,  it 
prefently  waxeth  foft,  as  if  it  had  been  foldered  in 
the  fire  by  the  help  of  Copper. 

All  may  by  it  harden  their  Files,  and  other 

Iron  Tools,  as  hard  as  if  they  had  been  made  of  the 
hardeft  Steel. 

Ttn^workers  ox  Pewter ers,  may  harden  their  Tin  or 

jsaKers  may  uie  iuilcciu  «.h  - , 

they  diffolve  a  few  Hops  therein.  u  • 

Brewers  may  have  very  ftrong  Ale  or  Beer  by  its 

help,  if  they  extraft  their  Hops  with  it. 

Mead  or  Metheglin,  as  alfo  Beer  and  Canary, 

which  are  upon  the  turn,  and  growing  fowre,  may  by 
this  be  rendered  drinkable.  i  ,  • 

Comb-makers,  and  other  Horn-workers,  may  by  this 
fr,  that  thev  mav  imorint  UDon 

Pewter,  and  give  to  it  an  elegant  whitenels,  lo  tnat  it  loiten  tueir  nuiua, 

will  refemble  Silver  both  in  colour  and  found  ;  nei-  them  what  Images  they  pieaie. 

ther  will  it  eafily  tarnilh,  and  by  reafon  of  its  hardnefs  1- 
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Keepers  of  jirmories  rnay  preftrve  their  polilhcd 
Arms  or  Harnefs  fafe  from  Ruft,  by  anointing  it 

over  with  this  fubjed> ,  ,  ,  „  , .  _  , 

Bird-Catchers  may  by  help  of  this  prepare  fuch  a 
Birdlime  as  will  not  be  hurt  either  by  Cold  or 

^^htldiers  by  means  of  this  may  prepare  from 
Gold  a  fulminating  Powder,  of  which  the  magnitude 
of  a  Peafe  being  put  upon  a  red-hot  Iron  plate  will 
give  a  greater  clap,  than  half  a  pound,  yea,  a  whole 
pound  ofGun-powder  j  the  fame  may  alfo  be  pre¬ 
pared  without  Gold  ,  only  by  the  addition  of  Salt 
of  Tartar  and  Sulphur  •,  as  it  is  defcribed  in  the 
fecond  Part  of  our  Furnaces. 

Engineers  and  Makers  of  Fire-works^  may  perform 
many  wonderful  things  by  help  of  thisfubjed.  _ 

There  may  alfo  many  new  Works»  belonging  to 
Weaving  and  the  Smith’s  Art,  be  thence  made,  which 
may  be  communicated  to  neighbouring  Countries, 
whereby  Money  may  be  brought  in  lieu  thereof  to  a 
Countrey  irapoverilh’d  by  War* 

If  Kine'drejfers^  or  Keepers  of  Vineyards  ^  pour  a  little 
of  this  fubjed  to  the  Roots  of  their  V ines,  they  will 
have  ripe  Grapes,  and  Must ^  or  new  Wine  fooner 
than  their  Neighbours  *,  of  which  they  may  make  a 
good  advantage. 

Neverthelefs,  Mufb  and  Wine  alfo  may  be  ripened 
after  another  manner,  in  the  Hoglhead ,  without 
this  Art;  fo  that  they  who  underftand  the  way,  may 
have  alwaies  good  Wine,  when  others  have  it  fowre ; 
A  Secret  very  profitable  to  cold  Climates,  which  for 
the  moft  part  produce  fowre  or  tart  Wines.  It  is 
alfo  agreeable  to  Countries  abounding  with  Wine, 
when  through  a  want  of  the  heat  of  the  Sun  the 
Grapes  do  not  ripen  well  *,  which  may  be  hdped  by 
this  Art)  fo  that  it  may  be  readily  fold. 

But  becaufe  the  greater  part  of  men,  efpeciallyof 
the  meaner  fort,  cannot  be  perfwaded  to  things 
which  they  have  never  feen  nor  heard  of,  I  well 
know,  that  if  I  Ihould  in  plain  words  defcribe  the 
reafon  and  manner  of  meliorating  Wines,  fcarceone 
man  in  a  Hundred  would  believe  me,  but  would  rather 
fay.  Our  fore-Fathers  were  wife  men,  and  got  great 
Eftates  by  Wine,  without  the  knowledge  of  this  Art, 
nor  did  they  defire  it.  If  Nature  will  not  ripen  our 
Wines,  let  them  be  fowre ;  yet  notwithftanding,  if 
fometimes  they  will  not  ferve  the  Mafter,  they  may  be 
drank  by  the  Servants. 

Men  of  this  fort  are  incurable,  neither  are  they  (be¬ 
ing  old^  eaCly  tamed  ;  and  young- men  take  little 
care  how  prudently  they  manage  their  Affairs.  Hence 
it  comes  to  pafs,  that  Antiquity  obtains  upon  all 
men.  But  that  the  Vine-dreffer  may  fee  that  the 
prefent  Age  is  more  skilful  than  the  former,  I  will 
fet  before  him  only  one  demonftrative  Example,  by 
which  he  may  plainly  fee  how  much  they  differ. 

^  Our  fore-Fathers  knew  not  how  to  make  any 
thing  of  the  feces  or  dreggs  of  Wine,  but  a  burn- 
ing  Spirit  or  Brandy,  vvhich  being  extraded,  the 
remainder  they  threw  away,  or  fometimes  mixed  it 
with  the  Fodder  of  Cattel,  very  rarely  dried  them 
in  the  Sun,  and  burnt  them  into  Pot-afhes ;  but  by 
my  invention,  there  may  be  thence  drawn  a  far 
greater  quantity  of  burning  Spirit,  then  alfo  a  large 
quantity  of  Tartar,  and  at  laft  the  Pot-afhes, which  is 
a  threefold  profit.  Which  if  you  manage  themat- 
^  Lees,  you  will  have  at 

FT  ^  ^‘&bt  Urns  fwhich  -will  he  aboM  a 

ijt  pnrt  ^  an  Vrn  being  fon‘>'’G aliens')  of  good  Wine, 
from  the  refidue,  you  will  have  the  burning  Spirit, 
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and  Tartar,  at  the  laft  the  clavellated  Afhes,  the 
profit  being  four  times  as  much  as  heretofore,  which 
thing  was  altogether  unknown  to  our  Anceftors. 
How  many  Thoufand  weight  of  Tartar  is  every 
year  thrown  away  in  Franconia^  Sutvia^  -^Ifatia^  the 
Palatinate^  upon  the  Rhine^  Mofelf  and  Danube ^  which 
would  be  very  profitable  to  thofe  Countries,  if  the 
men  were  Artifts- 

But  what  doth  it  lignifie  to  teach,  if  there  be 
none  to  hear  or  learn :  for  it  is  more  advifeable 
to  fit  ftill  and  do  nothing,  than  to  be  largely  im- 
ployed  to  no  purpofe.  But  I  am  perfwaded,  that 
after  my  death,  there  will  be  fome  who  will  under¬ 
ftand  my  good  will  to  the  World,  and  fearch  out 
the  truth  out  of  my  Writings,  to  their  own  great 
profit.  There  is  an  opportunity  or  feafon  for  every 
thing  ;  Trees  firft  bring  forth  Budds,  then  follow 
BlolToms  and  Leaves,  and  laft  of  all,  Fruit. 

There  remains  yet  another  thing  very  profitable 
to  Country-men  ;  the  juice  of  Apples  or  Pears  be¬ 
ing  preffed  out,  by  the  help  of  this  fubjeft,  fuch  an 
Effervefcency  (or  working)  is  promoted,  as  Wines 
may  be  thence  made,  having  the  relifh  of  the  natu¬ 
ral, and  but  little  inferiour  in  durability  and  ftrength : 
and  although  the  beating  of  the  Apples  be  fome- 
what  tedious,  (  which  is  now  done  much  quicker  by 
Mills)  that  labour  is  recompenfed  with  a  good  pro¬ 
fit,  by  the  Wine  arifing  from  the  juice  \  a  Secret 
very  necelfary  for  cold  Countries ,  which  cannot 
ripen  Wines,  and  yet  abound  much  in  Apples,  but 
by  this  way  may  fave  much  in  the  price  of  Wines 
for  which  they  ufually  pay  dear.  ’ 

I  have  indeed  many  Arts  relating  to  Wines  but 
they  belong  not  to  this  place,  my  purpofe  here  being 
to  treat  of  thofe  only,  which  are  adminiftred  by 
my  Vniverfal  Menjirmim  :  Arts  (as  I  think)  hitherto 
known  to  none,  or  at  leaft  not  divulged,  that  it 
may  be  manifeft  to  the  Reader  what  proficiency  the 
World  hath  made  in  good  things.  Whether  the 
matter  be  credited,  or  not,  fignifies  little  to  me,  I 
ray  felf  alfo  might  have  doubted,  if  I  had  not  lear¬ 
ned  by  experience^  but  Judgment  ought  not  to  be  gi¬ 
ven  ralhly  •  we  are  to  know,  that  God  doth  won¬ 
derfully  difpenfe  his  benefits  to  thofe  who  are  his 
Servants,  and  whom  he  hath  appointed  to  be  his 
Inftruments,  to  bring  his  wonders  to  light. 

If  Husbandmen  moiften  their  feed  with  this  Men- 
ftrnmn^^  it  will  fooner  be  ripe,  and  have  larger,  fat¬ 
ter  grains  than  ordinary  :  Which  being  done,  I  will 
fiiew  by  vyhat  means  they  may  make  great  profit  of 
their  grain.  The  grain  being  whole,  not  ground, 
pour  to  it  warm  water,  impregnated  with  this  Men, 
firuim^  in  a  Hoglhead  well  ftopped  ,  let  it  ftand 
and  ferment  or  work  for  a  time  ,  the  water  will 
extras  all  the  ftrength  of  the  grain ,  the  remain¬ 
ing  husks  ferving  to  feed  Hogs :  If  you  ferment 
Hops  with  this  Liquor,  or  extraft,  it  will  be  good 
Beer:  If  you  will  not  do  this,  you  may  thence 
draw  a  very  good  fpirit ,  the  refidue,  in  a  Ihort 
time ,  will  be  Vinegar ;  and  if  you  be  wife  ,  you 
may  put  this  burning  Spirit  or  Wine  to  many  ufes,. 
by  which  you  fliall  have  more  profit  than  by  fel¬ 
ling  it  *,  a  Secret  not  to  be  defpifed  where  grain  is 
cheap.  ]  have  yet  onething  to  add  among  my  Wine- 
Arts,  concerning  grain,  and  the  Fruits  of  Trees 
and  Shrubs,  which  is  to  be  received  with  thankful-, 
nefs,  as  a  great  Gift  of  God  to  Mankind-  T/z,.  It 
i  s  found  by  induftry  and  manifold  experience,  that 

from  Rye,  Wheat,  Oats,  Rice,  Millet,  alfo  from  Ap¬ 
ples,  Pears,  Peaches,  Cherries,  Plumbs,  Sloes,  Da^ 
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mafcenSjQuinces,  Figgs  j  asalfo  from  Goofe=berries, 
Mulberries,  Barberries,  Black-berries,  Elder-berries, 
and  other-like  Fruits  of  Trees  and  Shrubs  •,  from  all 
thefe,  I  fay,  may  be  prepared,  with  little  labour  and 
colt,  a  Drink  very  like  to  Wine,  both  in  tafte,  fmell, 
and  ftrength,  being  grateful,  wholefome,  and  du¬ 
rable.  For  which  large  bounty,  the  Inhabitants  of 
cold  Climates  (which  never  fee  Grapes)  cannot  ren¬ 
der  to  God  fufficient  Thanks. 

There  yet  remains  a  manifold  ufe  of  this  fubjeft 
in  Medicine,  which  if  it  were  rightly  defcribed, 
would  make  a  great  Volume,  which  belongs  not  to 
this  place,  but  lhall  be  done  more  commodioufly  at 
another  time  in  a  peculiar  Treatife.  It  were  to  be 
wilhed,  that  this  fubjed  were  better  known ,  and 
more  ufed  by  ingenious  Chymiils  and  Apothecaries, 
that  fo  many  dead  Herbs  and  unprofitable  Waters 
might  not  be  feC  to  fale.  What,  I  pray,  would  it 
avail,  if  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  being  inflamed 
with  an  intolerable  heat  (as  happeneth  in  the  Plague 
and  other  contagious  Fevers j  you  fiiould  wrap  the 
head  with  a  moiftened  Rofe-Cake ,  comfort  the 
Temples,  Pulfes,  Hands  and  Feet  with  Water  ?  think 
you  by  this  to  drive  away  the  Difeafe?  Not  at 
all,  but  rather  render  it  worfe,  as  Experience  hath 
often  witnefl'ed.  But  it  feems  to  me  as  if  a  vapoi 
rary  Bath  or  Cauldron  were  too  hot,  and  one  Ihould 
go  and  cover  the  Furnace  all  over  with  cold  linen, 
to  temper  the  heat,  a  thing  to  be  laughed  at  •,  but 
the  wood  which  caufeth  the  flame  being  taken  out, 
the  Furnace  cools  of  its  own  accord-  By  a  like 
reafon,  the  malignant  Fire  of  hot  Difeafes  is  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  hours,  drawn  out  from  the  moll  in: 
ward  Penetrais  of  the  Heart,  by  four  grains  (at  the 
mofl:)^  of  a  good  Medicine,  where  no  place  is  left 
for  external  Coolers,  or  corroborating  Epithems. 
Which  thing  I  have  obferved  not  only  in  one,  but 
in  many  Experiments;  That  the  Venom  being  ex: 
eluded  from  the  Heart,  the  Body  hath  returned  to 
its  due  temper ,  and  by  degrees  to  health  and 
ftrength. 

To  what  purpofe  are  fo  many  Ointments,  Oils, 
Emplafters,  &c.  when  a  fmall  quantity  of  a  good 
Medicine  is  able  to  effeft  more  than  them  all  ?  A 
whole  year  is  often  fpent  in  the  curing  a  fmall  Ul¬ 
cer  or  Wound,  and  then  left  worfe  than  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  the  Bridle  (according  to  the  Proverb)  being 
applied  to  the  Horfes  Tail,  and  not  to  the  origi¬ 
nal  of  the  Difeafe.  The  Fountains  of  external  Ul¬ 
cers  are  to  be  dried  within,  and  not  imprudently  to 
be  Hopped  -up  with  outward  Plafters ,  which  other: 
wife,  without  any  outward  Remedy,  by  afmallquan: 
tity  of  a  good  Medicine,  may  be  radically  cured  in 
the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks.  Therefore  fuch  a  Medi¬ 
cine  is  to  be  fought,  and  all  other  trifles  to  be  laid 
afide  :  But  what  dolt  thou,  feeing  the  World  will 
be  deceived,  and  defireth  no  other  ?  For  if  any 
Phyfleian  have  a  good  Medicine,  which  is  much 
cafier  for  the  fick  to  take,  than  many  ingrateful 
Potions  ^  this  is  neither  efteemed  nor  rewarded, 
tor  if  he  require  a  Fee  or  Reward,  he  is  anfwered. 
That  he  gave  only  a  few  grains  of  powder ,  two 
or  three  times,  which  cannot  be  fo  dear  :  Hence 
chilling  a  certain  thing  for  an  uncertain,  he  requi- 
reth  his  reward  according  to  his  vifits,  and  preferi- 
beth  Bottles  full  of  Phyfick,  which  may  be  long  in 
taking,  and  he  have  the  fitter  opportunity  to  en- 
creafe  their  number. 

The  fame  thing  hath  alfo  obtained  in  Chirur- 
gery,  for  if  an  honefl.  Ghii'urgeon  quiekly  cureth 


an  outward  Evil  by  the  help  of  a  good  Medicine, 
he  lhall  not  have  a  due  reward,  but  lhall  be  told* 
That  he  hath  only  applied  two  or  three  Plafters, 
which  can  be  worth  but  little.  Therefore  inftead 
of  being  paid  for  a  quick  Cure,  he  reaps  nothing 
but  ingratitude ;  fo  that  being  better  taught,  it  be* 
hoveth  him  to  do  like  others,  by  employing  a  month 
or  more  about  that  Cure,  which  he  could  perform  in 
three  daies. 

For  this,  and  the  like  caufes,  very  few  are  trea¬ 
ted  with  good  Medicines,  but  Phylicians  ftudy  de- 
laies,  after  tlie  old  manner,  if  not  in  refpedofthe 
lick,  yet  at  lealt  for  their  own  profit ;  for  if  the  lick 
readily  pays  his  Fees,  he,  either  out  of  ignorance  or 
voluntary  negleft,  negledleth  the  matter,  for  which 
he  will  have  an  heavy  account  to  give. 

The  prefent  World  doth  only  this,  he  that  ftan- 
deth,  let  him  Hand,  and  he  that  falleth,  let  him  lie, 
none  regardeth  it ;  every  one  takethcare  of  his  own 
matters ;  nor  will  he  put  his  hand  to  the  quenching 
of  the  fire.  That  famous  Patron  of  Art,  Alexander 
the  Gre^t,  who  beftowed  upon  his  Philofopher  ArL 
flotle  more  than  a  Hundred  Thoufand  Crowns  a  year 
for  his  Inquiries  into  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Mi¬ 
nerals,  now  ceafeth  to  be.  The  moft  wife  Erneftm 
Duke  of  Bavaria  ,  and  Eledor  of  Cologne^  What 
Expence  hath  he  not  been  at  in  collecting  the  Wri¬ 
tings  of  that  incomparable  German  Phylician  and 
philofopher,  Paracelfus,  and  other  fuch  Cherilhers 
and  Advancers  of  Arts,  our  Germany  hath  lately 
brought  forth  ?  but  Mars  (the  Sword )  alTerting  his 
Empire,  hath  banilhed  Jupiter  and  Mercury  ( Juftice 
and  Arts)  fo  that  they  play  leaft  in  fight  ;  but  fure 
it  is,  that  if  they  be  not  quickly  reftored  and  ad¬ 
vanced  to  their  dignity,  it  will  be  to  the  unfpeaka- 
ble  detriment  of  the  Country,  and  to  the  great  ad¬ 
vantage  of  Strangers  ;  Which  God  of  His  Mercy  pre¬ 
vent. 

And  now  the  benevolent  Reader  hath  feen,  what 
wonderful  and  incredible  things  may  be  performed 
by  the  benefit  of  this  fubjeCl ;  yet  I  will  not  deny, 
but  that  it  .may  alfo  ferve  for  many  more  things 
which  I  know  not,  being  profitable  for  all  orders  of 
men,  fuperiour  and  inferiour,  learned  and  illiterate, 
great  and  fmall,  according  to  their  feverail  Vocations 
and  States.  But  forae  men  may  fay,  I  do  indeed  be: 
lieve  that  many  great  things  may  be  done  by  its 
means ;  but  becaufe  thou  doft  not  together  and  at 
once  fhew  the  way  of  preparing  the  Univerfal  Me¬ 
dicine  or  Tincture  by  its  help  ;  there  is  therefore 
reafon  to  doubt  whether  it  be  the  Vniverfal  Secret 
Menftruum  of  the  ancient  Philofophers,  to  wit,  the 
Hermaphrodite  Mercmy.^  fo  much  fpoken  of  by  them, 
every  where  to  be  found,  a  thing  contemptible  and 
vile,  to  be  found  in  every  Dunghil,  by  nature  cold 
and  hot,  a  great  Poifon,  quickly  killing  and  quickly 
healing,  a  matter  to  be  found  with  all  men  ,  which 
the  rich  and  poor  equally  poll'efs,  which  Adam 
brought  with  him  out  of  Paradtfe.^  and  many  more 
Epithets  of  the  Ancients,  which  are  all  agreeable  to 
that  thing.  Tothislanfwer,  Thatin  my  judgment 
the  Ancients  had  no  other  Univerfal  Mercury,  to 
which  all  their  marks  do  perfectly  agree,  and  may 
be  applied.  Do  not  all  men  know  it,  feeing  and  be¬ 
holding  thdr  own  Urine,  of  which  it  is  generated  ? 
Is  it  not  a  very  vile  matter,  which  we  keep  not  in  the 
Houle,  but  throw  out  of  doors,  according  to  the  Pre¬ 
cept  of  the  Philofophers ,  to  be  fought  in  Dung  ? 
Is  it  not  a  great  Poyfon  when  made  into  Gun-pow¬ 
der  or  Aquafortis?  and®  Have  not  I  Ihewn  that  a  Uni- 
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verfal  Medicine  may  be  made  of  it  ?  Is  it  not  a  meet 
Fire,  andalfo  being  pore,  cold  as  Ice.  and  if  y 
will,  hath  it  not  equally  mafcnhne  and  feminine  gifts? 

Doth  it  not  fo  impregnate  the  imperfeft  Bodies  in  the 
fnfirp  a  nuartefof  an  hour,  that  they  generate 
Gold?  Is  not  ic/elf  impregnated  by  the  heat  of  the 
Fire  that  it  bring€th  forth  thofe  Fruits.  Is  it  not 
highly  volatile,  and  prefently  firmly  fixed  ?  Is  it  not 
a  Water  both  moift  and  dry  ?  a  great  Corrofive,  and 
vet  Heine  rightly  prepared,  an  Enemy  to  Corrofives  ? 

Is  it  not  moil  heavy  and  moft  light  ?  To  what  thing, 
except  Nitre,  doth  this  Enigma  of  the  Philofophers 
agree  ?  For,  What  is  blacker  than  a  Crow,  whiter 
than  a  Swan,  more  hurtful  than  a  Serpent  deftroying 
many,  lighter  than  the  Wind,  heavier  than  Gold  ?  Is 
not  this  the  true  devourer  of  his  own  Children  ( the 
Metals)  the  of  Philofophers,  the  Soap  of 

the  Wife,  the  Urine  of  Boys,  Sulphur  vive,  the  Salt 
of  Strangers,  theSecret  Fire  of  Philofophers? 

Are  not  all  thefe  things  in  Nitre  ?  But  by  what 
method  they  may  be  there  found,  is  not  my  bufinefs 
to  Ihew  in  this  place,  let  it  be  fufficient  to  have  poin¬ 
ted  out  the  fubjed  in  which  they  are  to  be  fought 
an^  found,  which  no  man  before  me  hath  been  fo  kind 
to  do.  For  further  demonflration,  to  wit,  that  from 
Nitre  a  fii'^erfd  Solvent  would  not  have  you 
imagine  it  to  be may  be  prepared,  there 
needeth  not.  But  thou  maift  contradidt  it  if  thou 
canft,  or  name  another  fubjeft  in  which  are  all  thofe 
things.  Which  I  know  thou  canft  not  do,  if  thou 
could’ft  at  once  take  a  view  of  the  whole  World 
That  I  have  not  written  any  thing  concerning  a 
Tindlurc  to  be  prepared  of  it  for  the  Imperfed  Me¬ 
tals,  (  which  defed  the  ancient  Philofophers  have 
fuppliedj  thou  maift  think  that  I  have  not  proceeded 
fo  far*,  and  that  I  have  wanted  time  and  opportunity 
to  make  a  farther  Progrefs,  nor  did  I  ever  afpire  to 
fo  great  things,  but  have  contented  my  felf  with  thofe 
of  a  meaner  Rank-  '  But  how  far  I  have  penetrated 
by  fearching  into  Nitre,  may  be  feen  in  the  Second 
Part  of  my  Furnaces,  where  I  have  prefcribed  fome 
notable  Proceffes  from  a  grofs  fubjed,  of  which  this 
is  not  the  leaft,  where  I  Ihew,  that  fome  years  be¬ 
fore,  I  would  have  melted  a  Calx  of  Gold,  and  be- 
caufe  it  would  not  melt,  I  added  by  intervals  a  Flux: 
ing  Powder,  prepared  of  Salts,  till  all  flowed  well, 
theii  the  Crucible  being  taken  out  of  the  Fire,  and  the 
matter  poured  out,  when  I  expeded  Gold,  inftead 
of  that  I  found  Lead,  but  the  Fluxing  Powder  was 
very  red,  (although  made  of  the  whiteft  Salts)  be¬ 
ing  tinged  with  the  Anima  of  Gold,  the  Gold  being 
divefted  of  all  its  dignity.  Which  thing,  when  I  had 
confidered,  believing  fome  Secret  to  lie  in  the  matter, 
I  feveral  times  repeated  the,  labour,  but  alwaies  in 
vain  :  the  caufe  of  which  errour  was  not  the  fubjed, 
but  my  felf,  who  had  not  obferved  the  weights  and 
degree  of  Fire  ^  or  God,  who  would  notthat  I  fhould 
make  any  farther  difcovery-  Truly,  if  that  Labour 
had  fucceeded,  1  (hould  long  fince  have  polfelfed  the 
Stone  of  Philofophers,  who  am  now  forced  tofuftain 
my  Family  by  meaner  things  with  labour.  But  palling 
by  this,  fee,  I  pray  you,  what  the  moft  accurate  ?ht- 
lippus  Paracelfus 2itcv{hQth  to  rude  Nitre,whenhe  faith, 
Chymifiry  hath  difcovered  the  matter  to  lie  in  Nttre. 
Let  Pafil  Valentine Sendtvo^ius,  and  the  ancient  Philo- 
fopliers,  be  confidered,  and  you  (hall  fee  that  all  their 
Sayings  are  accomodated  to  the  operation  of  this  fub¬ 
jed,  and  that  I  have  not  attributed  too  much  to  it, 
but  rather  lefs  than  is  due.  I  could,  had  1  a  mind  fo 
to  do,  corapofe  all  the  terms  of  Philofophers  with 


Part  I. 


this  fubjed,  but  to  what  purpofe  fo  great  a  prolixity  ? 
He  that  lhall  once  come  fo  far  as  1  am,  the  Secrets  of 
the  Philofophers  will  be  fufficiently  manifeft  to  him, 
and  will  freely  confefs,  that  this  is  the  only  true  l^ni- 
verfal  Solvent^  and  that  there  is  no  other.  Many  have 
alwaies  believed  this  thing  to  be  prepared  of  Nitre, 
but  becaufe  they  w^ere  not  fully  confirmed  in  their 
minds,  they  tried  nothing  with  it,and  therefore  found 
nothing.  Many  men  in  my  time  have  endeavour’d  to 
fix  Nitre  into  a  Tindure,  but  becaufe  they  took  it 
crude  without  a  due  Preparation  and  fit  Aflbciate, 
fuchas  it  was  when  they  committed  it  to  the  Fire, 
fuch  it  remained  ;  but  if  they  had  known  how  to  have 
joined  an  amicable  fubjed  with  it,  perhaps  it  might 
have  been  more  profitable.  BafiHus  commandeth 
to  alTociate  it  with  a  brisk  and  lively  female,  from 
whofe  embraces  the  Queen  might  bring  forth  iflue  r 
All  the  Philofophers  fay,  that  to  Mercury  is  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  its  own  weight  of  Gold  and  Silver,  (  but  not 
the  common)  and  that  of  both  is  to  be  made  one 
indiflblvable  thing  ;  for  while  the  Gold  is  diflbl- 
ved  by  the  Mercury,  in  the  fame  moment  the  Mer¬ 
cury  is  coagulated  by  the  Gold ,  the  folution  of 
the  Bodyj  and  the  coagulation  of  the  Mercury,  arc 
done  both  by  the  fame  Work-  Certain  it  is,  that 
there  is  one  thing  among  Minerals,  which  is  con¬ 
joined  and  fixed  with  our  Nitre,  and  during  the 
fixation,  pafleth  all  colours  ;  but  I  know  not  the 
end  of  the  thing,  having  never  performed  that  la* 
bour,  and  by  reafon  of  my  great  age,  think  not  to 
repeat  it  i  nor  will  1  be  the  advifer  of  any  man, 
that  he  fhould  fearch  after  an  uncertain  labour  with 
a  certain  Lofs :  but  if  any  man  in  doing  this  fhall 
mifs  his  hope ,  let  him  not  blame  me  for  giving 
him  the  occafion  by  this  Wr'fing,  who  have  wrote 
this  only  for  this  end,  ^  v  hat  I  might  make  it  ma¬ 
nifeft,  that  the  name  of is  not  undeferved= 
ly  affign’d  to  it  :  Neither  alfo  is  there  any  need 
that  a  thing  of  fo  great  moment  fhould  be  made 
known  to  an  ungrateful  World.  Any  of  thofe 
things  which  I  have  fhewn  may  be  done  by  it,  are 
fufficient  for  a  man  to  fuftain  his  Family. 

Some  man  may  except,  and  ask.  Who  hath  revea¬ 
led  to  thee,  that  this  is  the  Mercury  of  Philofophers  ^ 
I  anfwer.  That  I  know  it  to  be  fuch  from  the  pro* 
perties ,  form,  and  nature  afljgned  to  it  by  the  Phi¬ 
lofophers  ,  which  thou  alfo,  if  thou  hadft  Philofo- 
phick  eyes,  wouldft  acknowledge  to  be  fuch,  which 
is  wont  to  hide  it  felf  from  the  proud,  and  to  re¬ 
veal  it  felf  to  whom  it  pleafeth'  God.  If  a  skilful 
Gardener  fhould  happen  into  a  Garden,  where  he 
fhould  fee  that  wonderful  Vegetable,  dVoli  me  tan^ 
gere^  (  which  at  the  firft  was  brought  from  the  Eafi 
Indies,  therefore  planted  and-  cherifhed  with  great 
care  and  admiration  in  great  mens  Gardens)  of 
which  he  had  read  fo  many  portentous  things,  viz.. 
That  refufing  every  touch,  it  would  fall  to  the  ground. 
And  although  he  had  never  before  feen  this  Herb 
with  his  Eyes,  would  he  not  certainly  apprehend 
this  to  be  that  very  Herb  ?  for  the  Vertues  attribu¬ 
ted  to  it  argue  that  it  cannot  be  any  other.  So  he 
whofe  eyes  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  open,  fo  that  he 
can  apprehend  all  the  Properties  to  be  in  a  fub¬ 
jed,  which  the  Philofophers  affirm  to  be  in  their 
Univerfal  Mercury,  Will  he  not,  acquiefcinginthat, 
defift  from  feeking  out  another  ? 

Laftly,  Sal  Nitre  is  the  only  growth,  generation, 
and  encreafe  of  all  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals, 
as  alfo  their  Deftrudion,  and  Kegencracion,  by  a  per* 
petual  Gircul^ion  of  the  Elements,  by  whicli  things 
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being  dilToIved,  do  again  retorn  into  the  fame  from 
which  they  arofe :  For  the  Nitre  of  Vegetables  in 
the  bodies  of  Animals,  by  the  intervening  digeftions 
and  feparations,  is  generated  into  a  Mineral  Salt, 
which  none  will  deny  ;  and  Nitre  or  Salt  of  the 
karth,  is  Vegetable,  Mineral,  and  Animal,  which  can¬ 
not  be  faid  of  any  other  fubjeft,  but  the  Univer- 
fal  Matter.  And  even  as  it  is  the  chief  Conferver 
of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  fo  it  is  alfo 
their  Deftroyer  and  Death ;  therefore  by  them  it  is 
both  loved  and  hated.  Vegetables  love  it ,  when 
growing  in  the  Earth,  they  thence  draw  their  nou= 
rilhment ;  for  when  the  Earth  is  dead,  or  void  of , 
Salt,  it  affordeth  neither  nonrilhment  or  encreafe  to 
feed’,  Chrift  himfelf  being  witnefs,  when  he  faith, 
Te  are  the  Salt  of  the  Earth  :  but  if  the  Earth  be  defti- 
tuteofSalt  (  or  the  Salt  hath  loft  his  faltnefs  )  it  is 
altogether  dead,  and  can  bring  forth  no  Fruit.  An 
ignorant  man  faith,  that  Dung  maketh  the  Earth 
fruitful,  but  undefervedly,  for  not  the  Dung ,  but 
the  Salt  which  lies  hid  in  the  Dung,  doth  this,  which 
is  generated  of  Vegetables  after  their  putrefaction, 
and  again  tranfmuted  into  their  feeds  and  roots 
which  are  in  the  Earth  i  the  fame  Animals  again  re¬ 
ceive  in  their  food,  whereby  their  bodies  are  ftrength: 
ned  and  preferved  from  Corruption.  For  no  man 
is  fo  rude,  but  he  hath  learned  by  experience,  that 
Salt  is  the  Preferver  of  things  both  living  and  dead- 
But  an  ignorant  man  may  objeCt,  that  other  things 
alfo  have  a  prefervative  Power,  as  myrrh,  aloes, 
and  other  Balfamick  Liquors,  which  preferve  Flefh 
and  Filh from  putrefaction.  Tothis  I  anfwer,  That 
it  is  not  myrrh  or  aloes,  but  their  fait,  which 
effeCteth  this-  Floney  alfo  and  fugar  preferve  things, 
which  are  not  falts.  1  anfwer ,  That  thou  under- 
ftandeft  not  the  nature  of  Salts ;  thofe  are  fweet 
falts,  the  other  are  bitter  falts,  which  by  putrefa¬ 
ction  are  changed  into  fowre  and  acid-  Alfo  eve¬ 
ry  burning  fpirit  of  Wine ,  ^d  other  Vegetables, 
preferveth  other  bodies,  although  they  are  not  in 
form  of  fait,  neverthelefs  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
moft  pure  volatile  fait  of  the  Wine ;  mixed  with 
its  fulphur,  which  doth  this  *,  for  none  of  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  is  ftneere,  and  wholly  free  from  the  mixture 
of  the  reft.  Vinegar  doth  the  fame  thing,  and  is 
a  meer  fait,  which  if  time  would  permit,  I  could 
eafily  demonftrate.  What  man’s  fenfes  are  fo  dull, 
that  he  cannot  underftand  one  thing  to  pafs  into 
another,  by  the  mediation 'of  putrefaction,  to  him 
even  great  Volumes  would  profit  nothing.  From 
the  fweeteft  Muft  (or  new  Wine)  Sugar,  Honey,  by 
the  help  of  putrefaction  and  Fermentation  alone,  is 
made  an  acid  Tartar,  a  ftrong  Vinegar,  and  a  vo¬ 
latile  burning  Spirit  •,  all  thefe  will  prefently  return 
into  a  nitrous  fait,  which  few  underftand  ,  thofe 
efpecially  who  are  believed  to  know  much.  Not 
only  Man  is  delighted  with  fait,  without  which  he 
cannot  be  found  and  in  health,  but  alfo  all  Animals- 
Mice,  above  all,  are  very  greedy  of  Salc,the  which 
if  they  find  not,  they  lick  the  faline  efflorefcences  of 
Walls,  and  make  a  very  nitrous  Urine.  Pigeons 
alfo  frequent  old  Walls,  which  abound  with  fait. 
Hens  pick  out  the  grains  of  Oats  from  Horfe-dung, 
which  are  full  of  fait ,  preferring  them  to  frelh 
Oats,  and  thence  become  more  fruitful,  in  laying 
more  Eggs,  the  fait  concoCting  the  fitiall  ftones 


which  they  fwallow,  in  their  Ventricles,  is  thefirft 
matter  of  Egglhells  ;  but  if,  being  fliut  up  in  Pens 
or  Coops,  they  have  not  that  fait  earth,  with  the 
fmall  fand  or  ftones,  which  they  ufually  devour,  or 
their  ftoraachs  being  weak,  doth  not  digeft  them, 
the  Eggs  they  lay  afterwards ,  will  be  fuch  as  we 
call  windy  Eggs,  having  no  Ihells,  or  fuch  as  are 
very  imperfeCt.  Minerals  growing  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  (  Experience  being  witnefs)  rejoice  iri 
fait,  from  which  they  alTociate  to  themfelves  bo¬ 
dies,  and  make  an  encreafe :  In  like  manner ,  they 
love  it  out  of  the  earth,  and  by  it  are  ripened  and 
meliorated ;  amongft  which  Salts,  Nitre,  as  I  have 
faid,  is  endowed  with  a  lingular  fympathy  towards 
Metals.  On  the  contrary.  Minerals  as  wellasAni- 
mals  and  Vegetables,  abhor  fait,  if  they  be  unduly 
alfociated  with  it,  for  fo  they  arc  corrupted  and 
deftroyed  ;  for  fait  being  adhibited  iil  a  due  man¬ 
ner,  is  the  only  preferver,  augmenter,  and  perfeder 
of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  which  all  the 
Philofophers  confefs ;  amongft  whom,  Plato  aferi- 
beth  to  fait  fomething  divine,  to  whom  fucceeding 
Ages  have  alfented,  feeking  many  things  in  fait,  yea, 
even  the  ftone  of  Philofophers  it  felf but  being 
ignorant  what  a  true  fait  was,  and  of  the  manner 
of  applying  and  preparing  it,  they  could  riotmiake 
any  further  progrefs.  ’  Hence  any  man  may  eafily 
fee  why  the  Ancients  called  thofe  Secrets  by  the 
name  of  Alchymy^  -viz,,  as  a  certain  handling  and 
melting  of  fait ,  for  which  reafon  alfo  they  fami¬ 
liarly  ufed  thefe  words  ;  In  Eire  and  Salt  confifietb 
the  Magificry  :  Implying,  that  by  the  benefit  of  fire 
and  fait,  a  true  Medicine  was  to  be  prepared,  as 
well  for  the  health  of  men,  as  for  the  perfedioti  of 
Metals. 

If  God  prolong  my  Life,  and  grant  me  opportuni¬ 
ty,  I  will  hereafter,  for  the  good  of  Mankind,  open¬ 
ly  declare  what  Salt  and  Fire  are,  that  the  inerSdis 
ble  Vertues  of  thofe  two  bodies,  as  yet  unknown  to 
the  World,  may  be  made  manifeft  to  all  Men-  One 
thing  I  will  add,  that  the  Philofophers  pointing  out 
the  Univerfal  matter,  fpeak  obfeurely,  when  they 
fay,  that  it  is  every  where  to  be  found,  that  the  Poor 
hath  it  as  well  as  the  Rich,  and  that  no  man  can  live 
without  it,  whence  many  have  fought  for  Air,  Rain, 
Snow  in  March-,  May-dittN  dreaming  the  univerfal 
matter  to  be  in  thofe,  and  when  their  labour  hath 
happily  ceafed,  they  have  obtained  fomewhat  of  a 
nitrous  fait.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Stars  do  im¬ 
pregnate  the  Air  and  Clouds  with  their  Gatholick 
feed,  which  prefently  falling  in  form  of  Rain,  Snow, 
and  Dew,  render  the  Earth  fruitful  and  fitfofger^ 
mination,  and  that  they  are  again  drawn  upwards 
by  the  warmth  of  the  Air,  leaving  their  Nitre  in  the 
earth,  to  be  again  impregnated  by  the  ftars,  and 
again  to  defeend  to  conciliate  the  fertility  of  the: 
earth,  left  the  earth  at  any  time  fhould  labour  under 
a  want  of  this  univerfal  feed,  but  continually  ap- 
plieth  it  felf  to  the  Vegetation  of  things,  and  pfe- 
ferveth  a  perpetual  Circulation  of  the  Elements. 
Hence -f/erww  hath  written,  that  That  which  is  above 
is  as  that  which  is  below.  Yet  neverthelefs,  we  need 
not  feek  it  among  the  ftars ,  feeing  that  it  may 
fufficiently  be  had,  by  a  far  Ihorter  way,  at  hand,, 
and  before  our  feet-  For  ft)  much  the  words  of 
Hermes  intimate. 


Miraculum  Mundi. 


Part  I 


'The  Words,  of  th  Secrets  (^HERMES. 


T^Rue  it  is,  and  ■'emote  from  every  doak  of  a 
1  Lvc  that  whatfoever  is  below,  is  like  to  that 
«•hich  is  above;  by  tWs  the  wonderful  thingsofthe 
work,  of  one  thing,  are  acquired  and  perfeded,  even 
as  alfo  things  are  made  of  one,  by  the  confideration 
of  one  fo  all  things  are  made  of  this  one  by  con- 
iunftion-  Its  Father  is  the  Sun,  its  Mother  the  Moon, 
the  Wind  carrieth  it  in  its  belly,  the  Earth  is  its 
Nurfe,  the  Mother  of  all  perfection.  Its  power  is 
perfect,  if  it  be  changed  into  Earth ;  the  fubtile  and 
thin  being  feparated  by  the  fire  from  the  grofs  and 
thick,  and  indeed  prudently  with  moderation  and 
wifdom ;  this  afcendeth  from  the  Earth  unto  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  again  defcendeth  from  Heaven  to  the 
Earth,  and  receiveth  the  power  and  efficacy  of  the 
fuperiours  and  inferiours.  In  this  manner  thou  ffialt 
acquire  the  glory  of  the  whole  World;  thou  fhalt 
drive  away  all  darknefs  and  blindnefs,  for  this  is  a 
Fortitude  excelling  all  other  power  and  ftrength, 
for  it  is  able  to  penetrate  and  fubdue  all  things,  as 
well  thofe  which  are  thick  and  hard  ,  as  thofe 
which  are  fubtile.  In  this  manner  the  World  was 
made ,  and  hence  its  admirable  conjunctions  and 
wonderful  effeCls ,  feeing  that  this  is  the  way  by 
which  thofe  wonderful  things  are  effected  j  and  for 
this  reafon  I  am  called  by  the  name  of  Hermes  Trif- 
Tne^ifius.,  feeing  that  I  have  three  parts  of  the  wif- 
dora  and  philofop.hy  of  the  whole  World.  So  I  con¬ 
clude  my  Speech  which  I  have  made  concerning  the 
Solar  Work. 

Thefe  are  the  words  of  the  moll  ancient  Philo- 
fopher  Hermes^  who  for  his  perfeCt  knowledge  of 
Nature,  is  defervedly  ftiled  The  Father  of  Philofo- 
fhers ;  in  which  words  he  hath  Efficiently  hinted. 
That  his  little  Bird  without  wings  fwhich  flying 
day  and  night  is  not  wearied  )  is  the  Spirit  anti 
Life  of  the  fuperiour  and  inferiour  Elements,  the 
Conferver  of  the  fuperiour  and  greater,  and  of 
the  inferiour  and  leffer  World,  and  that  it  lies  hid 
in  Nitre  :  For  the  better  underftanding  of  which,  let 
a  man  throughly  conflder  the  Air,  in  which  the 
Vmverfal  Spirit^  the  firfl:  Ens  or  Being  of  all  things, 
dwelleth,  without  which  no  Animal  can  live  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour,  nor  any  Vegetable  or  Mineral  be 
produced ;  neither  can  the  Sun  ffiine,  nor  the  Fire 
burn.  Even  as  the  Excrements  of  Vegetables,  Ani¬ 
mals,  and  Minerals,  by  a  continual  Circulation,  are 
tranfmuted  into  Elements,  the  Elements  _  into  Ex¬ 
crements,  and  thofe  again  return  into  Aliments,  by 
an  unceflant  renovation  and  tranfmutation  ,  which 
Man  only  doth  not  attain. 

The  Hashandman  knoweth  that  the  Leafs,  which 
every  year  fall  from  the  Trees,  afford  a  new  vigour 
and  nouriffiment,  that  the  Excrements  of  Cattel 
produce  very  good  Grafs,  that  the  Faeces  or  Recre¬ 
ments  of  Minerals,  from  which  a  Metal  hath  been 
once  feparated,  is  in  a  Ihort  time  impregnated  by 
the  Stars,  that  being  melted,  they  again  yield  the 
fame  Metal  which  they  had  done  a  little .  before  : 
and  the  Scoria  of  metals  are  every  ’where  returned 
to  their  Mines,  where  in  a  years  time  being  recrui¬ 
ted  by  the  attradlive  power  of  the  Univerfal  Spirit, 
they  are  again  impregnated,  fothat  they  again  by 
melting  afford  metal.  Doth  not  the  Earth,  from 
which  Salt-Fetre  hath  been  extracted,  being  expo- 


fed  to  the  Air  in  the  interval  of  fome  months,  yield 
other  Salt '.Petre ,  and  this  as  often  as  you  will,  as 
if  nothing  had  been  extradded  from  it.?  Doth  not 
all  things  which  are  calcined,  vH.  Lime  made  of 
Stones,  Shells,  Woods,  Herbs,  from  which  the  Fire 
hath  forced  the  Univerfal  Spirit,  by  a  very  ftrong 
Appetite  or  Magnetifm,  draw  the  Univerfal  Spirit 
again  afrefh,  and  return  into  a  Corporeal  Nitre  ? 
Is  not  the  heat  and  vertue  of  the  fun  ,  the  excre¬ 
ment  or  fuperfluity  of  the  fun,  by  which  it  is  nou- 
riflied  and  fuftained  ?  If  heat  were  nothing  to  the 
fun,  the  Air,  by  its  Nitrous  Effence,  could  never 
render  it  weighty,  nor  caufe  it  to  diftill  in  fruitful 
Rains ;  nor  could  the  Earth  bring  forth  Fruit,  and 
afford  freffi  nutriment  and  food  to  the  fun,  its  con-- 
ferver  :  Whence  it  followeth,  that  an  Excrementis 
alwaies  the  'confervation  and  nourifliment  of  that 
thing  which  makes  or  feparates  it.  But  here  Plato 
commandeth  to  reft  ;  at  another  time  (God  willing) 
more  lhall  be  fpoken-  We  have  heard,  that  in  fait 
efpeciaUy  in  Nitre,  although  flighted  by  the  unskil¬ 
ful,  there  are  found  moft  potent  and  profitable  ver- 
tues,  as  well  for  trae  Medicine.^  as  for  Alchymy.  Nor 
is  it  reafonable  that  any  man  fliould  be  offended 
with  its  cheapnefs  or  low  efteem  ;  but  he  may  ra¬ 
ther  think,  that  that  which  is  defpifable  before  the 
World,  and  imaginary  Philofophers,  is  moft  pre¬ 
cious  with  God,  and  thofe  who  know  the  myfte- 
riesof  Nature.  Therefore  ir  remains,  that  in  the 
nature  of  things  there  is  not  a  better  fubjecft ,  by 
which  more  and  greater  wonders  may  be  perform¬ 
ed  ,  than  SaU  Nitre.  Therefore,  I  alfo  conftantly 
affirm.  That  of  it  may  be  prepared  the  true  Mcrt 
citry  of  Philofophers :  but  I  will  not  fay,  that  I  know 
the  Preparation  of  the  Stone  of  Philofophers  from  it, 
becaufe  I  never  went  To  far  :  But  thofe  things  which 
I  have  delivered  concerning  it  in  the  correction  of 
metals,  and  other  good  Arts,  Experience  alone  hath 
taught  me ;  in  which  I  acquiefce,  and  all  thofe  things, 
if  the  matter  fhould  require,  and  it  fhould  conduce 
to  a  good  end  ;  I  fliould  not  blufh  to  deraonftrate 
fingly  through  their  parts ,  that  it  may  be  laid 
open  to  all  men,  that  all  thefe  things  may  be  pers 
formed,  but  not  by  every  man  •,  feeing  that  I  have 
not  written  for  that  end,  that  they  fhould  be  pro- 
ftituted  to  all  men,  for  then  I  fliould  have  wrote 
more  fully,  but  that  they  might  remain  in  the  po- 
w'er  and  cuftody  of  Friends.  It  can  hardly  be  be¬ 
lieved,  what  great  troubles  my  Writings  have  crea¬ 
ted  me,  while  one  accofts  me  from  this  place  with 
long  Letters  ,  willing  me  to  unfold  this  or  that 
Others  addrefs  me  with  a  great  Catalogue  of  Que= 
ftions,  of  which,  if  I  fliould  anfwer  the  tenth  part, 
I  fliould  fcarcely  have  Bread  to  eat. 

If  the  LORD  fee  good,  he  will  afford  me  time 
and  occafion  of  doing  yet  better  things,  but  if  not, 
let  the  Reader  accept  the  ti'ill  for  the  deed  :  Truly, 
there  are  many  Sciences  of  great  moment  in  my 
Poffeflion,  by  which  I  could  point  out  a  fafe  path 
to  Pofterity,  for  the  attaining  of  higher  things, 
but  becaufe  I  have  alwaies  ftudied  to  maintain  my 
Family,  with  my  own  honeft  labour ,  without  de¬ 
triment  to  my  Neighbour,  I  am  (contrary  to  my^e- 
nim)  prohibited  to  publiih  more,  being  conftrai- 
ned  to  apply  my  hands  to  ancient  labours-  'Some 

-  '  may 


p^i*^  I,  Miracnkm  Mmdi. 


may  inferr  •,  If  thou  haft  found  out  more,  adl  by 
others,  thy  hands  being  fufpended  from  the  Work, 
let  it  fuffice  thee  to  have  difpofed  of  thy  labours. 
But  he  that  fhall  thus  fay,  confelfeth  himfelf ,  not 
to  know  the  World  to  be  perhdious  :  If  I  could 
have  been  made  partaker  of  faithful  Operators,  I 
Ihould  long  fince  have  had  a  free  profpeft  of  my 
affairs. 

But  it  is  not  at  that  pafs  as  many  believe,  men 
are  now  perfidious,  keeping  no  promifes,  every  one 
feeketh  his  own,  right  or  wrong  ",  Benefits  are  re- 
;  warded  with  evil,  which  hath  happened  to  me  more 
!  than  once  j  when  I  have  adopted  one  for  a  faithful 
!  fellow-labourer,  the  contrary  hath  happened  :  For 
as  foon  as  he  hath  learned  any  Secret ,  believing 
himfelf  to  be  more  learned  than  me,  hath  feigned 
divers  excufes  to  get  away^  which  if  he  could  not 
effed  openly,  and  with  Confent,  he  hath  attempted  | 


it  privately  ;  or  hath  carried  himfelf  fo  petulant» 
ly,  that  I  Ihould  thank  GOD  to  be  freed  from  him. 
Whence  it  came  to  pafs ,  that  I  alwaies  loft  my 
purpofe,  perceiving  the  Proverb  to  be  true,  He  that 
TPill  have  his  bujinefs  well  donCj  miifi  be  both  mafier  and 
fervant. 

But  I  trufl,  that  in  a  fhort  time  after  my  death, 
thofe  who  fhall  diflribute  my  Laboratory  among 
them,  where  I  have  made  a  ftand ,  will  further 
fearch  out  the  fecrets  of  Nature,  and  being  lighted 
by  my  Tordi,  will  come  to  the  defired  end  :  but  it" 
will  be  much  more  grateful  to  me,  if  my  Secrets, 
which  I  have  found  out  with  great  Colls,  Labourj 
and  Care,  fhould  be  known  to  many,  than  that  they 
fhould  be  intombed  with  me,  without  Ufury.  To 
which  end  I  will  alwaies,  according  to  my  power,  be 
a  moll  ready  helper  and  Counfellor,  for  the  fake  of 
Poflerity. 


THE 


XPLICATION 

OF 

Miraculum  Mundi. 


j  '  ^  Set  forth 

^  In  Teftimony  of  the  truth  of  that  Matter,  and  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Lover^ 
i  =  .  '  and  Followers  A  S. 


Reader, 

.# 

IN  the  firfi  place,  before  t  prove  and  verifie  the 
powers  and  vertues'  of  the  aforefaid  Vniverjal 
fubjebl,  which  I  have  attributed  to  it  ^  in  every 
pointy  it  will  be  necejjary  to  make  known  after 
what  manner  the  mentioned  Salt  of  the  Earth  perfor- 
meth  its  Operations  ^  that  the  benevolent  Reader  may 
not  be  confounded,  nor  imagine  that  it  exercifeth  all 
its  Operations  in  one  only  manner  and  way^  to  wity 
crude,  as  it  is  of  it  felf  •  for  it  doth  not  fo,  but  it 
exerteth  its  power  in  three  manner Sy  forms,  or  figures^ 


For  Example  fake  ;  dts  first  Vfe  is  in  tnany  Bnfi- 
nejfes  and  ArtSy  as  it  is  fimply  drawn  from  the  Earth, 
being  purified,  and  is  known  to  all  men.  It  is  applied 
to  another  ufe,  being  firfi  calcined  by  fire,  and  changed 
and  exalted  into  a  more  fixed  fuhfiance.  Again,  for 
\  another  ufe,  it  is  firfi  defiilled  into  a  volatile  Spirit , 
and  Aqua-fortis.  And  fo  that  jiibjeB  performeth  its 
Operations  in  Figures,  fimple,  as  it  is  in  its  felf ,  in 
form  of  a  Sun  iecondly,  as  a  fixed  fiery  Lujuor  5 
thirdly,  in  the  figure  of  a  volatile  fpd'it,  or  corrofiye 
Aqua-.fortis  ;  as  fiiall  be  demonfirated  below,  from  point: 
to  pointy  in  order. 


Xxi 


Point 


Tij2 


Mundi. 


Part  I* 


^olnt  L 

Jn  the  M  place  all  Foffdes,  by  the  mediation  of  this  Sab- 
jei  Jay  he  perfectly  examwed  what  Metals  they 
f  roper ly  contain^  how  many^  and  how  much  of  each. 

T^Or  the  verifying  and  demonftratingthis  firft  point, 
r  I  will  Minerals,  may  be  moft 

commodioufly  proved  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Salt  of 
the  Earth,  and  in  what  manner  this  is  to  be  done. 
Firft,  The  Mineral  is  to  be  finely  powdered,  whe- 
ther  It  be  Si/wr,  Copper,  or  Lead.  To  a  hun¬ 
dred  weight  of  this,add  three  or  four  hundred  weight 
.  of  Calcined  or  fixed  N itre,  f  Note,  That  the  fmall  Say 
iPeieht  is  here  meanf\  mix  all  very  well  together,  put 
the'^mixture  into  a  very  ftrong  Pot,  which  is  to  be 
fhut  with  its  Cover,  fet  it  upon  a  fmall  foot  in  fuch  a 
melting  Furnace,  as  is  deferibed  in  the  fourth  part  of 
my  Furnaces,  kindle  the  fire  by  degrees,  and  let  the 
minera,  or  Ore  flow  well  with  its  liquor  in  the  Pot, 
like  water,  then  pour  it  out  into  a  Veflel  fit  for  this 
purpofe,  fuffer  it  to  cool,  then  take  out  the  Regulus; 
if  it  be  ©,  ) ,  2  ,  or  h ,  weigh  it  in  a  Probatory  Ba¬ 
lance, and  you  lhall  find  how  much  ®,  >,2 ,  or  h , there 
is  in  that  Ore.  NB.  That  Iron  and  Tin  cannot  be  pro¬ 
ved  in  this  manner,  for  t?  is  not  fufible  in  fuch  a  fire, 
and  V  is  reduced  into  Scoria  by  Combuftion,  by  rea-- 
fon  of  the  Salt-  NB.  That  if  the  Regulus  of  ©  or  > 
come  not  pure,  or  contain  any  2  or  h ,  fuller  it  to  run 
uponaTeft  or  Cupel,  with  a  little  h,  till  it  fpar- 
kle  and  fliine,  and  you  lhall  have  the  Metalline,  which 
is  a  proof  that  may  fecurely  be  trufted,  and  accord¬ 
ing  tothat  a  Computation  may  be  made,  withoutany 
fear  of  fraud  orSophiftication ;  the  Regulus  of  Cop¬ 
per  or  Lead,  need  no  other  trial,  but  are  judged  good. 
NB.  That  if  the  Orebeftubborn,  and  yields  no  Re¬ 
gulus  in  the  firft  melting,  let  the  Pot  be  again  fet  into 
the  Furnace,  (if  it  be  yet  whole,  putting  to  the  Ore, 
giving  no  Regulus,  a  piece  or  two  of  Iron)  being  co¬ 
vered,  leaft  the  Coals  fall  into  it,  fuffer  it  to  flow, 
then  the  iron  entereth  into  that  untameable  Sulphur, 
exifting  in  the  Ore,  and  hindering  it  from  pafling  in¬ 
to  Regulus,  and  fuffereth  the  Gold,  Silver,  Copper, 
or  Lead,  contained  in  that  Mineral,  to  fall  down, 
which  is  to  be  poured  out  into  a  fit  veflel,  and  the  Re¬ 
gulus  will  fettle  to  the  bottom,  which  being  cold  is  to 
befeparated  from  the  Scoria  ;  but  if  you  will  prove 
whether  or  no  the  Gold  containeth  any  Silver,  or  the 
■Silver  any  Gold  or  Copper,  or  the  Lead  any  Silver 
or  Gold,  then  fuffer  the  Regulus  to  flow  upon  a  Cu¬ 
pel,  tillitfparkle  with  a  Splendour,  and  afterwards 
make  feparation  by  Aepaa  fortis^  and  you  lhall  find 
how  much  of  every  Metal  is  permixed  with  the  other. 
There  is  no  need  to  deferibe  this  feparation  at  large, 
becaufe  it  is  every  where  known,  and  now  very  per- 
fpicuoufly  taught  by  Erker,  fo  that  it  needs 

no  repetition :  Ihave  here  fhe wed,  and  proved,  that 
by  the  Mediation  of  Nitre,  Minerals  may  eafily  and 
fpeedily  be  examined.  Therefore,  this  firft  Point  be¬ 
ing  now  proved  and  verified,  I  give  thanks  to  God, 
who  1  truft,  will  further  aflift  me. 


Taint  IL 


The  Marchafites  of  Gold  and  Silver^  hein^  mtlted  by  the 
Mediation  of  this,  by  a  Jingutar  Compendium^  hi¬ 
therto  unknown,  do  afford  more  Metal  than  by  the  com¬ 
mon  way. 

THat  which  is  contained  in  this  fecond  point  is  not 
the  leaft  amongftmy  Lucriferous  Secrets.buc  one 
of  the  beft,  which  I  have  always  referved  moft  fecret 
within  my  own  Breaft.  Many  Men  have  often  allured 
me  with  fair  Speeches,  to  demonfttate  it,  but  hither¬ 
to  I  have  not  been  prevailed  with  to  do  it,  not  out  of 
envy,  or  that  my  felf  alone  fhould  have  that  artat 
command,  bnt  becaufe  Faith  is  hardly  any  where  to 
be  found,  it  is  now  reputed  an  honour  to  promife  ma¬ 
ny  things,  and  perform  few,  but  a  difparagem.ent  to 
keep  Promifes ;  for  I  have  often  learned  to  my  lofs, 
that  when  through  fair  Words,  and  Promifes  often= 
times  more  than  I  required,  I  have  been  perfwaded  to 
Communicate  this,  or  that  Secret  ;  as  foon  as  it  hath 
been  cut  of  my  hands,  I  have  found  the  quite  contra¬ 
ry,  for  inftead  of  a  Reward,  they  have  either  derided 
me,  or  began  to  quarrel  and  contend,  and  in  this 
manner, the  Benefits  which  I  have  confer’d  upon  them, 
have  been  recompenfed  with  great  Impiety. 

•  The  Procefs  followeth. 


Let  there  be  a  Furnace  built  of  good  Stone,  which 
is  able  to  endure  the  Fire, fmall  or  great,as  you  pleafe, 
or  according  to  the  neceffity  and  commodity  of  your 
Labour,  in  the  following  manner.  Firft  build  an  Arch 
about  a  Cubit  high  from  the  ground,  the  which  co¬ 
ver  and  make  level  above  with  Iron  Plates,  or  Stone 
that  will  hold  the  Fire,  which  fhall  be  the  foot  of  the 
Furnace,  the  length  of  which  ought  to  exceed  the 
breadth  four  times,  that  is,  it  ought  to  be  four  times 
as  long  as  broad  ;  by  this  Arch  or  foot  of  the  Furnace 
there  is  yet  another  Furnace  to  be  ereded,  whofe  big^ 
nefs  within  muft  be  half  the  breadth  of  the  long  Fur¬ 
nace,  and  about  two  Cubits  high  from  the  wind  holes, 
into  which  the  Wood  is  to  be  put,  and  in  that  Furnace, 
on  that  fide  which  adjoineth  to  the  melting  Furnace, 
is  to  be  a  hole,  through  which  the  flame  of  the  light¬ 
ed  Wood  may  ftrike  upon  the  Hearths  of  the  Fur¬ 
nace;  and  heat  them;  above,  let  there  tje  an  Iron  Co¬ 
ver,  to  that  end  that  when  the  wood  is  put  in,  the  Fur* 
nace  may  be  covered  with  it,  and  the  flame  may  be 
forced  to  enter  by  the  fide  into  the  Melting  Furnace, 
and  let  the  Melting  Furnace,  the  Hearth  being  now 
perfed,  be  divided  according  to  its  length,  intothree 
Chambers  or  parts,  fo  that  every  Chamber  befquare, 
that  is,  as  long  as  broad,  and  between  every  Chamber 
let  there  be  a  Wall,  with  a  hole  in  the  lower  part, 
that  the  flame  may  pals  freely  into  the  fecond  and 
third  Chamber,  between  which  two  let  there  be  alfo 
the  like  Partition  or  Wall,  with  its  hole  at  botten?, 
and  let  the  third  or  laft  Chamber  be  clofe,  faving  its 
little  door,  let  it  have  one  only  hole,  by  which  the 
flame  may  pafsout,  alfo  on  one  fide  of  the  Furnace, 
there  is  to  be  a  hole  in  every  Chamber,  by  which  the 
Hearths  may  be  difeerned,  and  the  Minerals  and  Me¬ 
tals  taken  out  and  put  in,  but  the  Chambers  are  not 
to  exceed  a  Foot,  or  a  Foot  and  a  half,  in  heighth  ;  in 
the  upper  part  of  which,  let  there  be  a  Cover  or  Cap 
of  good  Earth,  well  luted  and  accommodated  to  it  in 
fuch  manner,  as  whenfoever  need  fliall  require  it  may 
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be  removed  with  a  pair  of  Tongues,  and  put  on  again- 
All  thefe  things  being  thus  rightly  prepared,  let  a 
Hearth  be  made  in  thehrft  Chamber  of  good  Earth, 
which  can  iuftain  the  fire,  let  the  Earth  not  be  too  ratj 
or  too  lean,  but  of  a  middle  condition  *,  in  the  lecond 
let  there  be  a  Tell  made  of  Argill,  or  Wood  Allies, 
but  in  the  third  Chamber,let  there  be  a  Hearth  of  good 
Earth,  and  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  let  the  fire  be 
hindled  in  the  fide  Furnace,  that  the  Furnace  with  its 
Hearths  may  be  throughly  dried-  Which  being  done, 
let  the  Ore  of  ®  or  )  being  rightly  prepared,  be  put 
I  into  the  lafl;  Chamber,  that  it  may  be  made  hot  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  burn,  but  not  melt,  which  may  be  hinder* 
i  ed  by  the  help  of  the  little  door,  and  the  fire  may  be 
i  governed  at  a  beck,  according  as  it  (hall  be  necelihry , 
and  the  Mineral  requireth,  or  (hall  be  able  to  fufferj 
the  Minerals  are  fometimes  to  be  ftirred  and  turned 
well  about  in  all  parts,  with  an  Iron  Hook  or  Ladle, 

■  that  they  may  be  well  Calcined.  In  the  firft  Chamber 
i  let  there  be  put  fo  much  Lead  as  the  Hearth  will  hold, 

I  and  when  it  moveth  well,  put  upon  it,  fpoonful  after 
i  fpoonful,  of  the  Calcined  Mineral  in  the  laft  Cham¬ 
ber,  ftirring  it  with  the  Lead,  and  turning  it  with 
an  Iron  Ladle,  and  let  it  be  fo  long  upon  it,  till  the 
Lead  fiiallhave  attraded  all  the  Metal,  then  the  Sco- 
lise  are  to  be  taken  out  with  an  Iron  Ladle  fit  for  this 
work, and  to  be  kept  by  themfelves ;  then  again,  more 
of  the  Calcined  Mineral  is  to  be  put  upon  the  Lead, 
and  fo  the  melting,  turning,  and  taking  out  of  the 
Scoriae,  is  to  be  continued  as  long  as  there  is  any  of  the 
Mineral  at  hand,  or  as  much  as  is  fufficient  for  the 
Hearth^  and  if  during  this  labour,  the  Lead  fhould 
be  impregnated  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Gold  or 
Silver,  by  the  Mineral,  (which  may  be  perceived  by 
taking  a  little  out  in  a  Spoon,  and  examining  it  upon 
a  Cupel)  then  let  Nitre  be  burned  upon  it,  and  let 
it  be  repeated  two  or  three  timeSi  forfo  the  Lead  will 
bepurifyed,  grow  white,  and  be  rendred  dudile,  and 
palleth  freely  in  the  Tefl:,  without  wafte,  which  yet 
would  not  be  if  it  had  not  been  firft  depurated  by  Ni¬ 
tre  i  the  Lead  into  which  the  Gold  and  Silver  hath 
palled,  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Hearth  with  a  Ladle, 
and  the  Hearth  made  of  Affies,  in  he  middle  Chamber 
is  to  be  filled  with  it,  and  the  Bellows  to  be  planted 
againft  it,  to  blow  the  Coals  to  the  other  fide,  and 
according  to  the  common  manner,  the  Lead  is  to  be 
deduced  into  Salt,  and  the  Cake  of  Gold  or  Silver  is 
to  be  taken  out,  and  afterwards  to  be  throughly  depu¬ 
rated  in  good  Tells  :  Arid  fo  in  that  Furnace  may  be 
performed  three  Labours,  and  more  of  the  Gold  and 
Silver  is  retained  then  by  any  other  way,  for  blowing 
with  Bellows  waftesand  deftroys  muchpfa  Metal, 
and  reduceth  it  by  burning  into  Scoria,  which  the 
fweet  flame  of  wood  doth  not  do  j  the  Scoria  being 
taken  out,  fuller  them  to  pafs  through  a  high  Furnace, 
that  if  there  be  yet  any  Lead  among  them,  It  may  be 
faved,  to  be  ufed  again  in  the  former  Labours,  (to 
wit  for  attrafting  Gold  and  Silver,  in  the  firft  Cham¬ 
ber,  from  the  Minerals  Calcined  in  the  laft)  in  this 
manner  nothing  will  be  loft,  and  not  only  more  Gold 
and  Silver  obtained, but  alfo  without  fo  great  a  charge 
of  Coals  as  is  ufed  in  the  ordinary  way.  You  fhould 
have  always  two  of  thofe  Furnaces,  or  more  (if  you 
j  have  a  great  quantity  of  the  Mineral )  in  your  Ela- 

1  boratory,  that  whilft  you  work  in  one,  the  other  may 

i  be  repaired,  and  when  thefe  is  need,  furniffied  with 
new  Hearths. 

This  is  the  bell  and  molt  profitable  manner  of 
melting  the  Ores  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Lead,  con¬ 
taining  in  themfelves  Lune,  and  this  without  Coals, 


and  ftrong  blowing,  but  by  the  flame  of  wood  only* 
A.  the  Foot  of  the  Furnace,  B-  C-  D-  the  three 
Chambers,  E-  F.  G.  the  three  little  doors  of  the 
Chambers,  by  which  the  Minerals  and  Metals  are  put 
in  and  taken  out,  H-  the  Cover  or  Cap  of  the  Fur¬ 
nace,  I.  the  Wind  holes,  or  Regifters  by  which  the 
flame  is  governed,  K-  three  holes  in  the  Walls,  or 
Partitions  of  the  Chambers,  through  which  the  flame 
palleth,  for  the  heating  of  the  Chambers  and  Hearths, 

L.  the  Furnace  on  the  fide,  into  which  is  put  dry 
wood,  M.  the  Aflihole,  N.  its  Cover  or  Stopper  j 

M.  the  hole  in  the  fide,  by  which  the  flame  is  convey¬ 
ed  into  the  Chambers,  P-  the  Iron  Rods,  with  which 
the  Minerals  are  turned,  whilft  they  are  in  torrefying 
and  the  Scoria  are  taken  away  from  the  Lead,  ^  a 
Spoon  or  Ladle,  by  which  the  torrefied  Mineralis 
put  upon  the  flowing  Lead,  and  the  Lead  which  is 
impregnated  with  Gold  and  Silver,  is  removed  from 
the  firft  Melting  Hearth  to  the  other,  R.  the  Tongs 
with  which  the  Cakes  of  Gold  and  Silver,  are  taken 
from  the  fecond  Hearth,  S- the  Furnace  in  which  the 
Cakes  of  Gold  and  Silver  are  perfeftly  depurated^ 
T.  the  Tells,  V.  the  Cineritia-  NB-That  the  Works 
coming  from  the  firft  Hearth,  may  alfo  be  perfedlly 
finillied  in  the  fecond  Chamber,  but  it  is  better  to  do 
it  on  Tells  fit  for  this  purpofe-  [The  figure  of  this  Fur- 
nuce  is  not  printed  in  the  Latin  Copy,  nor  to  be  found  a- 
mong  the  other  Originals.'}  NB.  That  what  concerns 
this  Point,  is  of  greater  moment  than  many  will  be¬ 
lieve,  becaufe  in  our  Country,  there  are  found  in  ma¬ 
ny  places  rich  Mines,  abounding  with  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  which  neverthelefs  are  not  rightly  depurated  by 
the  common  way  of  Melting,  fo  that  they  afford 
fo  little,  that  it  will  not  pay  the  charge  of  the  Coals  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  yet  unknown  how  much  good  Metal 
they  contain,  but  it  lies  hid  in  obfcurity,  which  ne¬ 
verthelefs  might  be  very  well  perfefted  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  with  great  profit-  I  know  Mines  of  this  fort  in 
various  places,  which  I  have  found  very  poor,  accor* 
ding  to  the  common  way  of  proving,  but  according 
to  my  Method  very  rich.  What  Treafures  doth  Hun¬ 
gary^  Bohemia^  Carinthia^  Stiria,  and  Saltsburg  .pof- 
fes  in  their  Regions,  unknown  to  them,  and  yet  after 
an  eafie  manner  to  be  obtained  What  Treafures 
hath  Mifnia^  Thuringia,  Bnmjwick^^  and  Fichtelburgh^ 
hid  in  them,  and  do  no  good  ?  There  is  no  Man  of  a 
found  mind,  but  may  ealily  by  labour  and  obfervation 
difcern  what  a  great  difference  there  is  between  the 
common  way  of  Melting,  and  mine,  if  he  ferioufly 
confider  the  matter.  A  Mine  of  Lead  doth  not  want 
an  exqnifite  Art  of  melting,  becaufe  it  is  of  fmall  price, 
nor  will  the  lofs  be  great,  if  fome  of  it  be  burnt  in 
melting,  or  remain  in  the  Earth.  In  like  manner  the 
vulgar  way  of  melting  Copper,  by  high  Furnaces,  and 
ftrong  blowing,  is  fufficient-  Butthe  Minesof  Gold 
and  Silver,  are  not  to  be  treated  fo'grofly,  but  after 
a  more  fubtile  and  profitable  manner,  that  nothing  ot 
them  may  be  loft,  but  may  be  of  greater  ufe  and  pro¬ 
fit,  than  hitherto  hath  been  done.  For  the  Mineral 
of  Gold,  although  it  is  not  in  fome  great  Rocky 
Mountains,  yet  for  the  moft  part, it  is  found  in  Flints^,- 
and  Stones  containing  Iron,  or  in  any  crude  Mineral 
in  which  ofttimes  Antimony,  red  Sulphur,' and  Arfe- 
nick,  is  mixed  together  with  the  Minera  of  Gold.  As 
may  be  feen  in  Carinthiannd  its  Confines.  But  how 
fliould  fuch  a  Mine,  if  melted  with  Coals  after  the 
common  manner,  yield  its  fruit  vyithout  lofs  •,  for 
whether  it  be  torrefied,  or  not,  if  it  be  call  upon 
Coals,  and  agitated  with  the  ftrong  blaft  of  Bellows^ 
that  which  is  immature  fliethaway,  carrying  with  it 
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felf  that  which  is  good  ^  that  which  remaineth  paf- 
feth  into  Scoria.  For  although  it  mould  be  mixed 
ith  Lead,  the^Minera  of  Lead,  or  Salt  of 
they  would  not  remain  conjoin  d,  but  the  Lead  i 
eafily  melted,  floweth,  and  leaveth  the  pre,  wh  ch 
bv  llrong  blowing  is  reduced  into  Scoria ,  retain¬ 
ing  much  gold,  which  fo  is  loft,  as  well  as  the  other 
which  flyaway  in  fmoak,  and  at  the  beft  but  a  very 
little  faved,  which  hath  entred  the  Lead- 

NB-  Bur,inmy  way,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  Ore 
fliould  be  broken  and  fubdned,  and  thereby  forced 
to  yield  its  Gold,  if  it  be  well  incorporated  with  the 
lead  and  the  volatile  is  preferved  with  the  fixt  add, 
that ’the  flame  lightly  ftriking  or  playing  upon  the 
matter,  deftroyeth  nothing,  and  by  this  way,  there  is 
no  metal  loft.  That  the  thing  is  fo,  I  will  prove  by 
a  certain  fimilitude  or  comparifon-,  make  proof  in 
w’hat  manner  you  pleafe,  of  gold  or  filver  Ore,  and 
how  much  good  metal  that  contains,  after¬ 
wards  prove  the  fame  in  a  great  quantity  upon  Coals, 
and  you  fhall  find  much  lefs  in  that,  than  in  your  fmall 
proof;  when  neverthelefs  the  contrary  oughtto  be, 
becaufe  a  great  fire  hath  a  greater  force  of  afling  up¬ 
on  the  Ore,  than  a  fmall  one  ;  and  this  is  the  only 
caufe,  becaufe  a  great  quantity  requireth  a  more  vio¬ 
lent  fire  than  a  fmall  one  ;  which  is  averfe  to  all  crude 
and  volatile  Minerals.  But  by  my  way,  there  is  found 
as  much,  if  not  more,  in  a  large  quantity,  as  in  a  fmall 
proof.  Therefore  I  will  here  Ihew  yet  by  another 
manner  of  probation,  that  by  the  common  and  ufual 
way  of  melting  Minerals,  all  the  metal  cannot  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  fometimes  fcarcely  half  or  a  third  part. 
To  an  hundred  pounds  of  the  Mineral,  reduced  into 
a  fmall  powder,  add  8, 12, 16,  or  18  pound  of  gra¬ 
nulated  Lead,  or  as  much  as  the  Mineral  fhall  need, 
mix  the  Mineral  and  the  powder  of  Lead,  which  with 
a  little  Spoon  are  to  be  committed  to  a  fiery  hot  Cu¬ 
pel,  placed  under  a'Cineritium  or' Muffle,  give  a  ftrong 
heat,  and  the  Lead  will  attraa  all  the  metal  from  the 
Ore,  and  call  out  the  Scoria  or  drofs,  which  will  reft 
upon  the  moving  Lead  ;  which  being  done,  you  miift 
have  at  hand  a  hot  Iron  Rod,  with  which  you  may 
move  and  ftir  the  Scoria  every  way  well,  up  and  down 
upon  the  Lead,  to  the  end,  that  if  any  good  metal 
fliould  as  yet  remain  in  them,  the  Lead  by  that  moving 
may  lay  hold  on  it,  and  catch  it  to  it  felf ;  afterwards 
fuffer  the  Scoria  for  a  little  while  to  heat  and  burn  up¬ 
on  the  Lead,  that  it  may  flow  well  ^  then  let  the  heat 
of  the  fire  fomewhat  abate,  and  the  Scoria  will  become 
thicker  and  fit  to  be  drawn  out  with  an  Iron  rod,which 
is  to  be  broad  at  the  point,  round,  andfliarp,  that  the 
Scoria  may  be  every  where  clean  and  wholly  drawn 
away  from  the  Cupel,  which  are  diligently  to  be  kept, 
that  nothing  be  loft,  and  left  the  future  eflay  fliould  be 
falfe.  This  being  done,  drive  the  Lead  remaining  in 
the  Cupel  with  an  indifferent  heat,  then  there  will  re¬ 
main  the  gold  or  filver,  which  that  hundred  pounds  of 
Ore  did  contain  ;  that  grain  or  portion  is  to  be  taken 
out  and  referved.  NB.  That  whilft  you  are  proving 
the  Mineral,  you  may  alfo  impofe  another  Cupel,  of 
the  fame  magnitude  and  weight,  and  as  much  Lead 
upon  it  as  was  mixed  with  the  mineral,  without  it, 
fuffer  it  to  flow  alone  by  it  felf  The  grain  or  por¬ 
tion  which  comes  to  be  obtained  from  the  mineral 
upon  the  other  Cupel,  will  be  what  that  mineral  did 
contain-  Afterwards  the  two  Cupels  are  to  be  weighs 
ed  apart ,  and  as  much  as  this,  in  which  the  jOre  was 
wrought,  (hall  be  heavier  than  that  in  which  only  the 
Lead  flowed,  fo  much  of  Lead  or  Copper  that  hundred 
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weight  of  Ore  did  contain  ;  and  fo  much  gold  or  filver 
as  the  grain  or  portion  remaining  in  the  Cupel  weigh- 
eth,  and  fo  much  Scoria  or  drofs  as  was  removed  and 
drawn  out  with  the  Iron  Rod. 

NB-  Some  man  may  objedl.  That  the  Scoria  can- 
not  be  fo  accurately  and  purely  removed  from  the 
Cupel ,  but  fomewhat  will  be  left  behind.  I  an* 
fwer.  That  although  the  removing  of  the  Scoria 
fhould  not  be  exadly  done,  which  notwithftanding 
may  be  done,  if  diligence  be  ufed,  becaufe  the  Sco¬ 
ria  to  be  removed  are  not  pure  Scoria^  but  as  yet 
contain  fomewhat  of  the  Lead,  which  may  be  ea* 
fily  as  heavy,  yea,  heavier  than  the  Scoria  remaining 
in  the  Cupel,  and  which  cannot  be  removed,  never* 
thelefs  the  proof  will  be  juft  and  good.  But  if  by  a 
melting  made  in  a  great  quantity,  you  (half  find  as 
much>  or  ©,  9  or  V,  (NB.  that  Iron  and  Tin 
cannot  be  proved  in  this  manner)  as  the  fmall  proof 
demonftrated,  fi  I  think  it  Ihould  be,  if  you  fliall  not 
find  &c.  and  the  chara(fter  ¥  fliould  be  h .]  believe 
that  you  have  not  rightly  proceeded,  and  that  that 
which  is  loft  is  gone  in  fume,  or  by  combuftion,  into 
Scoria.  Seeing  therefore  that  this  proofis  of  a  great 
weight,  and  accordingly  is  to  be  made  by  a  great  mel¬ 
ting  Work,  I  will  declare  that  labour  more  copioufly. 
'e  or  example  fake.,  I  take  two  Cupels,  accomodated 
to  one  and  the  fame  form,  I  weigh  them  fingly,  if  one 
be  heavier  than  the  other,  then  with  a  knife  I  pare  or 
ferape  it  a  little  above  or  below,  fo  that  they  may 
be  of  equal  weight ,  afterwards  I  put  them  fide  by 
fide  conjunftly,  or  one  before,  and  the  other  behind, 
under  a  Cineritium  ;  when  they  are  duly  hot,  I  put 
upon  one  the  Mineral,  mixed  with  the  granulated 
Lead,  and  upon  the  other,  the  granulated  Lead  only 
then  I  fuffer  them  to  flow  together,  feafonably  ab- 
ftra(fting  the  Scoria  from  that  where  the  Mineral  is  ^ 
then  I  caufe  both  to  ceafe.  Now  fuppofing  that  I  have 
added  to  the  Hundred  weight  of  Ore,  1 200  pounds  of 
Lead,  and  alfo  wrought  1200  pounds  of  Lead  in  the 
other  Cupel  alone,  and  each  Cupel  to  have  weighed 
three  Lothones,  according  to  the  weight  of  the  City, 
and  that  I  find  in  that  Cupel  in  which  the  Mineral  was 
wrought,  a  portion  of  Gold  or  Silver,  weighing  f  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  probatory  weight)  nine  Lothones,  and 
in  the  other  Cupel,  a  portion  of  Silver  weighing  three 
Lothones,  which  the  1200  pounds  of  Lead  yielded : 
But  in  regard  that  I  alfo  added  to  the  Mineral  1200 
pounds  of  Lead,  which  alfo  have  yielded  three  Lo¬ 
thones,  which  I  fubftraeft  from  the  nine  Lothones,  and 
there  remaineth  fix  Lothones  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
which  the  Hundred  weight  of  Ore  hath  yielded. 
NB.  If  you  would  know  whether  the  Mineral  alfo 
containeth  Lead  and  Copper,  and  how  much,  then  I 
weigh  both  the  Cupels  apart,  obferving  how  much 
that  in  which  the  Mineral  was  wrought  is  heavier  than 
that  in  which  the  Lead  was  wrought  alone,  and  fo 
much  Lead  or  Copper  I  may  affirm  to  have  been,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Gold  and  Silver,  in  that  Mineral; 
fuppofe  the  Cupel  in  which  the  Mineral  was  wrought 
to  weigh  30  pounds,  according  to  the  probatory 
weight,  more  than  that  in  which  the  Lead  was  agi¬ 
tated  alone,  then  I  am  fure  that  there  was  fo  much 
Lead  or  Copper  in  that  Mineral,  together  with  the 
'gold  and  filver  (for  iron  and  tin  do  not  enter  the  Cu* 
pel,  but  pafs  into  Scoria,  but  the  ©  and  >  remain  on 
the  Cupel)  and  the  remaining  weight,  to  wit,  feventy 
pounds,  I  find  all  in  Scoria,  for  a  little  flieth  away  in 
fume:  in  this  manner  it  may  be  obferved  what  quan¬ 
tity  a  hundred  pounds  of  the  Ore  of  Leader  Cop* 
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per  containeth  of  good  Metal,  and  whether  it  have 
any  gold  or  filver  or  not  i  according  to  which  a  com¬ 
putation  may  be  made,  whether  it  will  pay  the 
Charge  in  a  great  quantity,  or  not,  and  what  gain 
may  be  bad  from  it-  This  is  a  moll  delirable  proof, 
invented  for  the  ufe  of  gold  and  filver,  which  are 
neceflarily  by  this  way  yielded  in  great  quantity  ;  if 
it  happen  other  wife,  the  errour  is  to  be  aferibed  to 
the  working ;  for  the  Mines  of  copper  and  lead,  this 
proof  doth  not  fucceed  in  great  quantity,  although 
by  it  may  be  certainly  known  how  much  of  either 
of  them  is  contained  in  an  hundred  weight  of  Ore, 
for  both  thefe  metals  are  'eaiily  burnt  by  the  fire, 
pnH  reduced  into  Scoria,  which  happeiieth  not  to 
glaS  filver, Tf  they  be  rightly  handled;  only  here 
it  is  made  appear  what  quantity  of  Saturn  ov  f^enus 
is  contained  in  an  hundred  pounds  of  Ore  of  Sa¬ 
turn  or  yenus,  which  is  itupoffible  to  extort  in  great 
quantity,  by  the  common  and  known  way  :  for  foft 
and  fulphureous  metals  of  this  fort  lofe  much,  becaufe 
part  is  driven  away  byftrong  blowing  another  part 
is  reduced  into  Scoria  ;  but  by  my  way  nothing  is 
loft:  thus,  and  but  very  little  remaineth  behind.  I 
know  yet  another  way,  and  that  better  too,  of  per- 
feding  the  Minerals  of  gold,  filver,  copper,  and  lead, 
with  a  certain  compendious  profit  •,  but  feeing  that  in 
my  Miraculum  Mundi  1  have  made  no  mention  of  a 
Work  of  this  fort ,  I  fliall  here  fay  nothing  of 
it.  1  alfo  know  a  way  of  extrading  from  very  poor 
Copper  Mines,  all  the  Copper  contained  in  them, 
without  great  labour  and  coft ;  which  Mines  are 
every  where  in  great  quantity  to  be  found,  but  are  not 
fufficient  to  pay  the  Charge  of  melting  in  the  com¬ 
mon  way  j  but  this  my  fecret  way  will  yield  great 
rofit,  for  fcarcely  one  pound  of  Copper  will  remain 
ehind,  and  be  loft  in  an  hundred  pounds  of  Scoria. 

Toint  III. 

The  volatile  and  immature  A'farcafites  of  Sol  rtnd  Luna 
a^e  fixed  in  the  fpaceof  three  hours^fo  that  they  ren¬ 
der  a  double  epuantity  of  Metaf  to  what  they  could  have 
done  before  fixation^  Src. 

THis  fixation  is  a  fingular  fecret,  in  perfeding  An= 
timonial  and  Arfenical  Minerals ,  which  are 
Wholly  crude,  which  commonly  yield  a  little  Gold  : 
For  when  Minerals  contain  much  Antimony,  Arfe- 
nick,  or  Orpiment,  and  are  torrefied  in  the  common 
way,  then  theArfenick  or  Orpiment  deftroyeth  much 
of  the  Gold,  carrying  it  away  in  fume  •,  but  if  they 
be  melted  without  a  foregoing  torrefadion,  then  the 
blowing  forceth  away  more  *,  if  from  a  Mineral  of 
this  fort ,  the  yellow  or  red  Sulphur,  Arfenick,  or 
other  rapacious  fubftances,  be  diminilhed  or  confu- 
med,by  cldfing  it  in  Earthen  Veflels,  as  many  do, 
then  by  this  means  the  Mineral  is  burnt,  lofeth  its 
flux  and  ingrefs  into  Lead,  fo  that  much  of  the  gold 
is  deftroyed  ,  and  reduced  into  Scoria  •,  to  prevent 
which,  this  following  way  is  the  beft  :  With  one 
part  of  the  mineral  mix  half  a  part  of  Nitre,  let 
it  be  kindled  with  a  Coal,  and  fixed,  then  the  Ni¬ 
tre  burncth  away  the  greateft  part  of  the  rapaci¬ 
ous  fulphur,  and  fixeth  the  reft,  fo  that  there  is  but 
little  of  the  Gold  loft,  and  it  keepeth  its  flux  and 
ingrefs  into  Lead  if  it  be  put  into  the  foregoing 
Furnace,  and  there  wrought,  it  yieldeth  all  the  gold 
and  filver  which  it  containeth,  and  nothing  is  loft. 
Here  foine  may  objed,  and  fay,  That  although  in 


this  manner,  more  gold  may  be  obtained ;  yet  the 
Nitre  maketh  the  work  dear,  which  I  indeed  con- 
fefs  to  be  true,  if  the  Nitre  be  btiught  at  a  dear 
rate,  but  if  by  an  artificial  Culture,  it  may  alwaies 
be  had  at  hand,  it  will  coft  little  ,  and  this  torre¬ 
fadion  and  fixation,  may  be  perfeded  with  great 
profit. 

^oint  IV. 

Mil  Gold  and  Silver  not  purely  melted  from  its  Marcafite^ 
may  be  fwiftly  purged  from  every  Additamenta  the 
filver  feparated  from  theGold^  by  fufion  only  ^  with 
a  fmall  labour  and  cofi^  but  in  great  weight. 

THis  way  of  purifying  ©  and  >  from  all  addi- 
tionquickly,  and  in  an  eafie  manner,  is  a  thing 
moft  profitable,  and  an  Art  highly  necelfary  to  be 
known  by  thofe  who-  handle  metals ;  for  it  is  foo* 
ner  done,  than  by  the  way  of  cupellating  or  blow¬ 
ing  off  with  Lead,  but  is  dearer,  by  reafon  of  the 
Nitre  j  neverthelefs,  the  labour  is  eafie  and  plea- 
fant,  and  it  is  done  in  this  manner:  LetaCruciblp 
of  impure  gold  or  filver  be  placed  in  fuch  a  Fur¬ 
nace  as  is  defer ibed  and  depided  in  the  Fourth  Part 
of  our  Furnaces,  let  it  be  melted,  then  call:  in  fome 
Regulus  of  Antimony,  more  or  lefs,.  according  to 
the  greater  or  lefler  impurity  of  the  Gold,  and  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  hath  more  or  lefs  need  of  cleanfing  for 
its  purification. When  all  fliall  flow  and  be  clear  in  the 
Crucible,  call  into  the  Crucible  upon  the  metal ,  at 
feveral  times,  about  fo  much  NitrCjas  there  is  of  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Gold  let  it  flow,  then  the  Nitre  at- 
tradeth  the  Regulus  of  Antimony,  together  with  _  the 
impurity  contained  in  the  Gold,  which  pafleth  into 
Scoria.  And  this  Procefs  doth  not  ferve  only  for 
impure  Sol  and  Luna,  but  alfo  for  fuch  Sol  and  Luna 
which  contain  Copper,  Iron,  Lead,  Tin,  Chalcitis, 
Aurichalcum,  and  other  metallick  and  mineral  mat¬ 
ters,  Tin  efpecially,  which  is  difficult  to  be  fepara¬ 
ted  from  Sol  and  Luna  by  Lead,  without  lofs .  But  i n 
this  manner  it  may  be  quickly  and  ealily  done.  But 
that  my  meaning  may  be  the  more  rightly  underftood 
and  the  lefs  errour  be  committed  in  working,  1  will 
here  inftitute  the  Procefs  clearly,  and  in  exprefs 
words.  Suppofe  to  ft  j.  of  gold  or  filver,  there  be 
two  lothones  of  Copper,  and  three  lothones  of  Tin 
(  a  lothone  is  half  an  ounce  )  which  I  would  feparate, 
and  if  it  be  done  by  the  known  way  of  blowing  off 
with  Lead,  there  will  need  at  the  leaft  thirty  or  forty 
lothones  of  Lead,  and  neverthelefs  one  part  of  the  Sol 
or  Luna  will  be  loft.-,  but  by  my  way  to  two  lothones 
of  Copper,  and  three  lothones  of  Tin,  adjoin  five  lo¬ 
thones.  of  Regulus  of  Antimony,  then  abftradt  the  Re¬ 
gulus,  together  with  the  addition  of  Copper  and  Tin, 
by  the  mediation  of  Nitre,  which  may  be  done  in  the 
Crucible  in  the  fpaceof  one  hour,  which  by  torrefadi* 
on  and  agitation  in  the  common  way,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  done  in  lo  or  12  hours  •,  befides  nothing  of 
the  Additaments  is  loft,  all  remaineth  in  the  Scoria, 
from  which,  afterwards,  as  well  the  V  as  the  2  and 
Regulus  of  Antimony  may  be  recovered,  to  wit,  if  the 
Scoria,  in  which  the  Vi  2,  and  Regulus  of  Antimony 
is,  be  put  into  a  Crucible,  a  live  Coal  caft  in,  and 
then  the  Crucible  covered  with  a  tyle,  let  them  flow 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  pour  all  out,  and  you  fliall  find  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Cone  a  little  Regulus,  in  which 
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they  be  not  alrehdy  pore  enough :  The  Scoria  being’ 
again  melted,  call  in  a  live  Coal,  ftfe  all  to  flow  well 
together,  again  there  will  fall  another  Regulus  from 
the  Copper,  the  v  &  ^  remaineth  and  neither  by 
Coals  nor  any  oilier  art,  can  be  brought  into  Regm 
ks-  but  ifthefe  Scoria  be  driven  througha  probatory 
Furnace  then  they  alfo  yield  the  Tin  again,  and  that, 
lirtrpT  than  it  was  before-  This  Procefs  is  not  only 
pleafanr,  artificial,  fwift  and  eafie,  by  which  gold 
and  lilver  is  puickly  and  purely  leparated  from  all 
addition?  but  there  is  alfo  hidden  in  it  a  great  my- 
ftery :  Bat  becaufe  I  have  only  propofed  to  prove 
thole  things  to  be  true  and  natural»  of  which  I  have 
made  mention  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi,  let  what  I 
have  now  faid  fuffice,  and  what  is  here  delir’d  may  be 
found  perfpicuoufly  and  fatisfadtorily  declared  in  the 
following  ProcelTes. 


^oint  V. 

Hold  and  Silver  are  eaftly  drawn  out  of  Old  Tin  or  Pewter 
P'ejfels.f  the  Tin  being  preferved  almofl  in  the  fame 
weight.^  and  being  made  better  than  it  was  before.,  may 
ferve  for  the  fame  ufes  to  which  it  is  wont  to  be  put. 


^oint  VI. 

Much  Silver  may  he  feparated  from  Bifmuth,  the  Sif: 
muth  preferved,  a  Secret  agreeing  to  thofe  places  which 
abound  with  that  Miner aU 

THis  Secret  is  not  of  fo  little  weight  as  perhaps  it 
will  feem  to  fome  ;  for  no  Man  even  to  this  day 
hath  proved  this  in  the  matter  it  felf  and  with  elFedt» 
yet  feeing  that  it  may  eafily  be  done,  viz.,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  melt  Chalcitis  in  a  Crucible,  and  caft  upon  it 
fucceffively  fo  much  Nitre,  until  all  the  Chalcitis  lhall 
pafs  into  Scoria,  or  green  Glafs»  pour  out  the  Mafs 
into  a  Cone,  then  the  Silver  will  fettle  to  the  bottom 
in  form  of  a  Regulus,  which  was  contained  in  the 
Chalcitis,  then  put  the  Scoria  of  the  Chalcitis  into  a 
Crucible  and  melt  them  well  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour, 
fo  all  the  Chalcites  will  be  revived,  rendred  Corpo¬ 
real,  and  a  little  will  be  loft-  He  therefore  that  can 
make  the  Salt-peter  himfelf,  and  needs  not  to  buy  it 
at  a  dear  rate,  will  hence  reap  great  profit,  otherwife 
notj  however  it  proveth  that  the  Salt  of  the  Earth 
can  perform  what  is  here  attributed  to  it. 


^“'His  Procefs  alfo  is  very  well  performed  by  the 
mediation  of  Nitre,  wx,.  in  this  manner.  Let 
the  Tin,  in  which  is©  or  >,  be  reduced  into  Afhes, 
even  as  Lead  is  wont  to  be  prepared,  for  the  working 
of  Minerals ;  and  let  there  be  mixed  with  it  as  much 
powder  of  Nitre,  let  the  mixture  be  put  ina  ftrong 
Pot  which  will  endure  the  fire, upon  which  put  fublim- 
ing  Pots,  let  the  mixture  be  kindled  in  the  lower  Pot 
(which  is  under  the  Subliming  Pots,  and  mull  have  a 
little  hole  in  the  fide  for  that  purpofe)  with  an  Iron 
Rod,  red  hot,  then  the  Mafs  beginneth  to  burn,  and 
fendeth  many  Flowers  into  the  Subliming  Pots,  the 
Tin  and  Salt-peter  remaining  in  the  Pot,  take  out, 
and  melt  in  a  Crucible,  if  there  be  much  Lead,  then 
thatfalleth  together  with  the  ©and  >,  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Crucible,  but  the  Tin  with  the  Nitre  paf- 
feth  into  Scoria,  which  if  the  melted  Mafs  be  poured 
out  into  a  Cone,  they  are  feparated  from  the  Regulus 
of  Lead,  and  after  cooling  maybe  taken  out,  which 
Regulus  of  Lead,  by  the  addition  of  other  Lead,  may 
again  be  wrought,  and  in  a  ftrong  Crucible  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  Scoria  with  Nitre  ^  then  there  will  remain  a 
little  Regulus  of  Lead,  which  containeth  the  ©  and 
>,  which  was  in  the  V.  Thefirft  and  laft  Scoria 
may  be  reduced  by  a  ftrong  blaft  in  a  Probatory  Fur¬ 
nace,  then  the  Tin  will  be  again  obtained,  better, 
harder,  and  whiter  than  it  was  before  ^  thereafonis, 
becaufe  the  Nitre  hath  confumed  part  of  the  com- 
buftible  Sulphur,  and  alfo  feparated  the  Lead.  Al¬ 
though  this  Procefs  is  not  done  with  any  great  profit, 
yet  neverthelefs  it  (hews  the  polTibility  ;  but  he  that 
knoweth  how  to  handle  the  matter,  will  fuffer  no  lofs, 
for  thofe  fublimed  Flowers  are  of  greater  worth  than 
Salt-peter  and  Tin,  becaufe  they  maybe  prepared  in¬ 
to  a  good  Medicine  ;  they  are  alfo  very  available  in 
thofe  curious  red  Colours  for  Cloth  {Scarlet,  or  Bow- 
^yl  exalting  them  in  a  wonderful  manner,  and  firmly 
abiding  in  the  Cloth,  fhimng,  and  giving  it  a  fiery 
ground. 


^oint  VIL 

From  old  Copper  much  Silver  is  feparated,  the  Copper  pre- 
ferved  unhurt,  by  which  Artifice  Regions  ahoundimr 
with  this  Metal,  may  reap  no  fmall  profit. 

■yHat  this  extradion  of  Silver  from  Copper  by 
means  of  the  Salt  of  the  Earth,  may  be  verified, 
you  are  to  proceed  in  this  manner :  Mix  with  the  Cop¬ 
per  its  own  weight  of  Regulus  of  Antimony,  then 
melt  both  together,  upon  which  caft  fo  much  Salt- 
Nitre  fuccelFively  or  at  times,  until  it  turn  the  Copper 
together  with  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  into  green 
Scoria,  then  make  the  fire  ftronger,  and  enufe  thelc 
Scoria  to  flow  like  water,  and  luit  a  Regulus,  which 
although  it  be  not  fufEciently  pure,  it  may  be  depu¬ 
rated  upon  a  Cupel  with  a  little  Lead,  and  it  yieldeth 
the  Silver  which  the  Copper  contained-  NB-  This 
procefs  ismoft  true,  and  will  never  deceive  any  Man, 
but  1  do  not  fay  that  he  fliall  obtain  Riches  by  this 
means,  but  only  prove  to  be  true,  what  Ihaveafcri- 
bed  to  it  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi.  NB.  But  he  that 
knoweth  how  to  fix  the  Scoria,  that  is  the  Copper 
and  Regulus  of  Antimony  with  Salt, and  to  melt  them 
into  Artificial  Stones,  or  Enamel,  fo  that  nothing  be 
loft,  he  fliall  be  fur^  not  to  undergo  the  Labour  in 
vain;  otherwife  he  may  caft  in  a  live  Coal  upon  the 
Scoria,  from  which  the  Silver  is  feparated,  when  they 
are  in  Flux,  and  let  them  flow  half  an  hour,  then  it 
leaveth  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  together  with  the 
Copper,  which  the  Nitre  hath  reduced  into  Scoria, 
and  afterwards  another  Regulus, to  be  applied  to  ufe, 
which  if  all  things  be  well  handled,  from  both,  viz.. 
from  'the  Regulus  of  Antimony  and  Copper,  (after 
their  Edulcoration)  a  green  colour  for  Painting  may 
be  extraded,  and  fo  the  Labours  will  be  compenfa- 
ted,  and  the  gain  will  be  fo  much  the  greater. 


\ 


Part  I. 


Miraculum  Mundi. 


^oint  VIIL 

Every  common  Silver  may  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  be 
exalted  into  the  nature  of  Gold. 

THis  Gradation  of  Silver  is  performed  by  the  help 
of  a  certain  Mineral  Sulphur,  to  wit,  of  (? 
and  Antimony,  in  this  manner.  _  Adjoin  to  )  as  much 
Regulus  Martis,  and  again  let  it  be  feparated  from  it 
by  Nitre,  which  labour  is  performed  in  the  fpace  of 
an  hour,  to  the  remaining  Silver  adjoin  again  as  much 
Flegulus,  which  is  again  to  be  abftraded  *,  and  let 
this  labour  be  reiterated  five,  fix,  eight,  or  ten  times, 
which  may  be  done  in  one  day,  afterwards  let  the  > 
be  dilTolved  in  Aqua*fortis,  then  the  Gold,  which  the 
Nitre  by  the  help  of  the  )  hath  obtained  from  the 
Regulus,  will  remain  in  the  bottom,  which  is  to  be 
edulcorated,  and  corporify’d  with  Borax,  the  Gold 
will  be  good  in  an  excellent  degree,  but  the  value 
thereof  is  fcarce  enough  to  pay  for  the  Regulus,  and 
Nitre.  But  he  that  knoweth  how  to  make  his  own 
Nitre,  or  can  obtain  it  without  price,  may  reap  a 
confiderable  profit :  Efpecially  if  he  know  how  to 
transferr  the  detradled  Scoria  into  further  ufe,  which 
is  not  here  fought,  but  is  only  proved  that  >  may  be 
exalted  into  ©  by  the  help  of  Regulus  Antimonij  Mar-, 
tialts, 

^oint  IX. 

Cold  may  he  feparated  by  fufion  from  every  addition  of 
Copper^  Tin^Iron, Lead firpiment^ Antimony ^Arfemck^^ 
or  the  like^  without  Cupels^  each  beincr  kept  apart. 

T^His  manner  of  feparating  of  Metals,  from  one  z- 
nother,  and  of  depurating  ®  without  Cupels,  is 
a  moft  pleaiing,  fair,  and  profitable  fecret,  by  which 
in  the  feparation  of  Metals,  much  time  and  expence 
is  faved,  and  no  detriment  to  be  feared,  which  no 
man,  even  to  this  day  could  effed,  my  felf  excepted : 
You  are  to  proceed  in  this  manner-  Firft,  the  mixt 
Metal,  whether  it  confift  of  few  or  ra,any,  is  to  be 
granulated,  the  grains  are  to  be  conjoined  with  a 
fourth  part  of  powdered  Sulphur,  fomewhat  moiften- 
ed,  and  to  be  feton  fire  in  a  Crucible  luted  according 
to  art,  which  being  done,  the  cover  of  the  Crucible 
is  to  be  taken  off,  and  the  enkindled  Metal  to  be  co¬ 
vered  with  the  fourth  part  ofits  weight  of  Antimony 
NB.  That  if  there  be  much  2,  or  ¥  in  the  mix¬ 

ture,  then  the  more  Antimony  is  to  be  adjoined,  that 
it  may  draw  to  it  felf  the  imperfed  Metals.  There¬ 
fore  when  the  Mafs  flows  with  the  Antimony,  injed 
a  little  well  purified  Nitre,  dried  and  pulverized, and 
when  it  flows  well,  the  Mafs  is  to  be  poured  out  into  a 
Cone,  and  the  Regulus,  if  there  be  any,  to  be  fhaken 
out,  which  will  contain  the  greateft  part  of  the  0 
which  was  in  that  Mafs-  NB-  If  there  fliall  be  no 
Regulus, that  is  a  fign  that  there  was  not  Nitre  enough 
to  fuffice  the  crudity,  which  is  to  be  remedied  thus  : 
Return  the  Mafs  into  the  Crucible,  and  permit  it  to 
flow,  which  being  done,  throw  in  as  much  filings  of 
Iron,  as  you  judge  there  is  Gold  in  the  Mafs,  and  mix 
it  with  the  Mafs  with  a  red  hot  Iron,  cover  the  Cru¬ 
cible,  and  give  a  melting  fire  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
pour  it  into  a  Cone,  when  it  is  cold  feparate  the  Re¬ 
gulus  from  the  Scoria,  which  will  be  about  the  fame 


weight  with  the  filings  of  Iron,  which  you  ufed  in 
the  precipitation,  purifie  the  Regulus  in-a  fmall  new 
Crucible,  by  the  injedion  of  Nitre,  if  it  yieldeth 
Gold  without  Silver,  then  it  is  a  fign  there  is  Gold 
yet  in  the  Mafs,  therefore  it  is  necelTary  to  flux  the 
Mafs  again,  and  precipitate  with  Iron,  if  the  Regu¬ 
lus  be  yet  golden,  then  it  is  to  be  depurated  apart  by 
Nitre,  and  to  be  kept;  but  if  it  hath  more  >  than  ®, 
it  is  a  fign  that  all  the  Gold  is  precipitated, afterwards 
fuffertheMafs  to  flow  again,  and  injed  as  much  fi¬ 
lings  of  Iron,  ftirring  them  well  with  the  Mafs,  with 
a  red  hot  iron,  permit  them  to  flow  well  together  then 
'  it  rendereth  as  much  Regulus  of  Silver,  asl  there  was 
Iron  put  in,  afterwards  alfo  the  2  will  be  precipita¬ 
ted,  and  lafl  of  all,  the  Scoria  are  again  to  be  fluxed 
well  being  mixed  with  Nitre,  that  it  may  appear  whe¬ 
ther  there  be  yet  any  Metal  in  them.  The  Regulus 
of  >  is  alfo  depurated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Re^ 
gulusof©: Venus, V, and  other  Additaments,are  melt¬ 
ed  by  Bellows,  fo  that  nothing  is  loft-  This  fepara¬ 
tion  of  ®  and  )  from  the  viler  Metals,  by  melting, 
hath  been  long  fought  by  many,  but  found  by  few! 
Laz,arus  Erker^  in  his  Writings  hath  taught  by  what 
means  0  may  be  feparated  from  >  by  fufion,  but  that 
feparation  is  unlike  to  this  which  I  have  mentioned^ 
becaufe  here  it  is  not  only  Ihfewed  how  0  may  be  fe¬ 
parated  from  > ,  but  alfo  from  other  Metals. 

Toint  X. 

Every  imperfeSl  Metal^  without  the  mixture  of  other 
Metals,,  may  be  ripened  by  this  Secret  alone  in  thefire^ 
inan  hours  fpace^  Jo  that  it  will  yield  Gold  and  Silvery 
but  ivithout  profit-^  an  indication  that  the  viler  Metals, 
may  by  Art  be  promoted  into  the  Nature  of  the  perfeSb^ 
to  the  great  profit  of  Metallurgifis. 

THis  is  done  only  by  the  power  and  virtue  of  Salt 
Nitre,  whereby  the  Metal  is  penetrated,  depu¬ 
rated,  and  fixed  into  amore  perfed,  or  exalted  in 
maturity,  but  cannot  be  performed  with  much  profit 
in  a  great  quantity,  but  it  proveth  that  Nitre  hath  a 
virtue  of  tranfmuting  every  imperfed  Metal  into 
perfed,  which  is  done  in  this  manner.  Let  the  Metal 
be  laminated  into  very  thin  Plates,  whether  it.  be  2 , 
,  or  ¥,  d"  is  indeed  correded  by  this  way,  but  melt- 
ethnot  in  any  Crucible,and  5  alfo  is  tranfmuted  into 
other  forms,  but  not  into  ©  or  > .  Make  in  a  Cruci- 
bl^Jiratum fuper  firatum  with  Saw-duft,  Sulphur,  and 
Nitre,  as  alfo  with  the  laminated  Metal,  of  which 
mention  is  made  in  the  fecond  part  of  Furnaces;  kin¬ 
dle  the  mixture  at  the  top,  then  a  great  and  fuddain 
flaming  fire  will  arife,  by  which  the  laminated  metal 
is  penetrated,  partly  fixed,  and  amended,  fo  that  if 
it  be  wrought  on  a  Cupel  with  Lead,  it  leaveth  fome 
or  ®,  which  neverthelefs  before,  would  have  yield¬ 
ed  neither,  whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  flame  exci¬ 
ted  by  the  Nitre  hath  correded  the  Metal.  NB-  That 
5  is  firft  to  be  coagulated,  and  Chalcitis  to  be  pulve¬ 
rized,  before  they  be  commixed  with  the  fudden  fire 
of  Nitre,  and  enkindled.  In  thefe  Labours,  although 
they  may  be  efteemed  of  fmall  moment,  a  great  ML 
ftery  is  hidden,  which  neverthelefs  will  be  valued  by 
no  man,  although  it  fhould  be  difcovered  in  plain  and 
open  words,  becaufe  the  procefs  is  mean,  cofteth  lit¬ 
tle,  and  may  be  performed  in  the  fpace  of  a  quarter 
of  an  hour. 

7,t,  Foifi 


Metals  alfvgrorv  afin  this  fabjeH  in  the  form  of  Vege^ 
tables  before  the  eye,  in  the  [face  of  two  or  three 
honrslto  the  length  of  a  Finger  ,  or  hands  breadth  wto 
many  brand  es  and  twiggs,  wuhout  Frust  wdeed,  but 
is  a  demon  fir  at  ion  that  even  Metals  themf elves  do  ger¬ 
minate  in  it  like  Vegetables. 

THis  Point  is  mentioned  only  for  this  end,  to  fhew 
that  Nitre  hath  a  power  of  making  Metals  to 
erow  after  the  manner  of  V egetables.  Which  thing 
die  Liquor  of  Flints  alfo  performeth,  of  which  mem 
tion  is  made  in  the  Second  Part  of  our  Furnaces ;  but 
the  Liquor.of  fixed  Nitre  is  better  ;  which  is  prepa¬ 
red  bv  fixing  it  with  powder  of  Coals  and  Flints, 
which  is  alfo  taught  in  the  Second  Part  of  our  Fur= 
naces  fo  that  there  is  no  need  here  to  repeat  it. 
If  therefore  the  metals  being  prepared  in  little  bits, 
be  put  into  this  liquor,  they  will  grow  and  encreafe 
after  the  manner  of  Herbs,  and  fo  quickly,  that  in  a 
few  hours  fpace  they  will  grow  to  the  height  of  a 
hands  breadth,  which  is  very  delightful  to  the  eye, 
and  worthy  of  a  fmgular  meditation,  whence  fo  fud- 
den  an  encreafe  fhould  proceed.  Certainly  many 
things  might  be  written  concerning  this  matter ,  but 
becaufe  in  this  place  I  have  promifed  no  more,  but  to 
verifie  what  1  have  attributed  to  the  fait  of  the  earth 
in  my  Miraculum  Mundi  let  wh3C  is  faid  fuffice- 

^oint  XIl. 


There  is  another  augmentation  or  encreafe  of  the  FerfeEl 
Metals,  very  gainful,  by  the  Imptrfefi,  anfwering  to 
the  (Termination  or  growth  of  V egetables^^c- 

AS  for  this  augmentation,  it  is  done  by  a  way 
far  dillant  from  the  foregoing,  in  this  Sol 

-  ’  or 


and  Luna  are  joined  with  Lead,  Tin,  and  Venus,^ 
with  Tin  alone,  where  it  is  to  be  left  for  a  convenient 
time,  then  the  Sol  attradeth  from  the  Lead  or 
imperfed  metals,  a  golden  EfTence,  is  encreafed  and 
made  heavier-  The  Procefs  is  this  :  Take  one  lo- 
thone  {or  half  an  ounce)  of  Gold,  eight  or  ten  lothones 
(which  IS  four  or  five  ounces')  of  Lead,  let  them  be  mel¬ 
ted  together ;  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  add  Tin  or 
Copper  •,  put  the  Crucible,  together  with  the  Lead 
or  other  imperfect  metals,  into  a  ftrong  Crucible,  give 
a  temperate  and  conftantFire,  that  the  Lead  with  the 
Gold  may  only  flow,  but  not  be  white  hot call;  into 
the  Crucible  upon  it  half  an  ounce  of  the  bell  Nitre, 
cover  the  Crucible  well,  that  no  Coals  fall  in,  and 
keep  it  in  a  conftant  eafie  fire,  then  in  fuch  a  time 
the  Lead,  together  with  the  other  metals,  which  were 
mixed  with  it,  will  be  turned  into  Glafs,  but  the 
Gold  being  pure,  is  feparated  ftom  the  Glafs  by  it 
felf,  and  will  adhere  to  the  bottom  of  the  Crucible, 
which  when  the  Crucible  is  broken ,  take  out  and 
weigh,  andyoufhall  find  your  Gold  encreafed,  and 
that  it  hath  taken  weight  from  the  other  metals. 
Although  this  labour  affords  no  profit,  yet  it  flieweth 
how  the  nature  of  metals  are  to  be  known.  There  is 
yet  another  way  of  trying  this  thing  ,  thus ,  viz.. 
Take  half  an  ounce  of  Gold,  join  with  it  5  or  6  ounces 
of  Lead,  and  drive  away  the  Lead  again  upon  a  good 
Tell,  till  the  Gold  fparkle  and  Ihine,  and  you  lhall  find 


^oint  Xin. 

By  the  mediation  of  this  from  all  Imftrfefi  Mttals  and 
Minerals,  yielding  nothing  in  the  ufual  Examen  of 
CupelSj  Gold  and  Stiver  is  produced  in  a  manifold 
manner,  being  an  Argument  that  the  Imperfeft  Mttals 
have  fomewhat  of  the  Perfefl  reconded  in  them,  when 
they  are  inverted,  and  Jhew  themfelves  to  our  fights 

IF  we  would  obtain  Gold  and  Silver  from  the  Imper- 
fedl  Metals,  by  the  help  of  Nitre,  an  equal  weight 
of  Regulus  of  Antimony  is  to  be  added  to  them,  that 
they  may  be  rendred  frangible,  and  fit  to  be  pulveri¬ 
zed,  fo  that  they  may  be  commixed  and  fixed  wich 
Nitre  in  this  manner  :  Take  an  ounce,  or  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  Copper ,  Lead,  Tin,  or  Chalcitis,  melt 
it  with  as  much  Regulus  of  Antimony  -,  pulverize  the 
mixture,  and  mix  with  it  its  equal  weight  of  the  belt 
Nitre,  put  the  mixture  into  a  crucible,  kindle  it  with 
a  live  coal,  then  the  mixture  will  be  reduced  by  the 
Nitre  into  Scoria,  which  muft  be  melted  by  a  very 
ftrong  fire,  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  then  the  Metal  will 
pafs  into  a  Regulus,  but  the  Regulus  will  remain  in 
the  Scoria,  which  by  the  calling  in  of  a  live  coal  may¬ 
be  precipitated  and  brought  to  Regulus  again  :  but 
weigh  the  metallick  Regulus  according  to  the  Hun* 
dred  weight,  and  drive  it  ( if  it  be  Lead  )  upon  a 
Tell,  then  you  (hall  find  it  to  contain  gold  and  di¬ 
ver,  which  the  metal  had  not  before.  If  the  metal  be 
Copper  or  Chalcitis,  a  due  proportion  of  Lead  is  ta 
be  added  to  it,  that  it  may  be  wrought  upon  a  cupel, 
then  it  leaveth  gold  and  filver,  which  without  this 
Operation  it  would  not  have  done.  This  Work  may 
alfo  be  effefted  by  another  way,  viz..  Mix  I?  or  2' 
with  its  own  weight  of  Regulus  of  Antimony,  fuf- 
fer  it  to  flow  well  with  the  metal  in  a  melting  Fur¬ 
nace,  injeft  fuccelfively  by  a  little  at  a  time,  fo  much 
Nitre  as  both  the  Metal  and  the  Regulus  did  weigh, 
then  let  the  Regulus  and  the  Metal  be  fired  by  the  Ni¬ 
tre,  that  fome  of  the  fuperfluous  fulphur  may  be  burnt 
and  the  mixture  reduced  to  Scoria,  afterwards  give  a 
ftrong  fire,  that  the  Scoria  may  be  well  melted,  then 
the  Metal  will  be  feparated  from  the  Regulus,  which 
may  be  tefted,  and  the  corredlion  of  the  metal,  made 
by  the  benefit  of  the  Nitre,  will  be  manifeft. 

As  for  thefe  13  Metallick  Labours,  they  are  in 
themfelves  very  good,  and  profitable  to  be  known  by 
every  one  handling  Metals,  fome  of  which,  if  they 
be  accurately  manag’d,  and  by  a  skilful  Artift,  will 
afford  great  Gain,  and  they  are  all  done  by  the  help 
of  the  Salt  of  the  Earth,  But  1  will  not  deny,  but 
that  thofe  Labours  may  alfo  be  performed  by  another 
way,  which  needeth  no  Nitre.  But  I  do  not  now  in¬ 
tend  to  fay  any  thing  of  that,  but  only  to  prove  that 
all  thofe  Secrets  and  Tranfmutations  may  be  effedu* 
ally  performed  by  the  contemptible  fait  of  the  Earth. 


The  Exflication  of 


Part  1- 


fPoint  XL 


your  Gold  to  be  made  much  heavier  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore,  which  weight  it  hath  drawn  from  the  Lead  only. 


t 


Part  I.  Miraculum  Mundi. 


In  Mechanicks. 


^ohit  1. 

They  Tcho  Ehgruve  or  Etch  upon  Copper^  may  of  this  fub-. 
jeB  prepaYe  a  good  corrojive  Water ,  by  which  (jhe  Cop' 

per  Plates  being  firfi  Jmeared  over  with  a  Covering  fit 

to  defend  thent.^  and  what  Images  or  Lines  they  pleafe.y 

drawn  upon  them,  with  a  flile  or  fl'ift')  by  an  eafie  and 

compendious  m anner t  they  will  be  eroded  or  eaten,  which 
otherwife  would  reepdire  a  long  time  to  be  engraven, 

THat  a  corrofive  and  graduating  Aqua-fortis  may 
be  prepared  of  Nitre  by  deft  illation  ,  needs  no 
proof,  the  way  of  making  it  being  every  where 
known,  as  a  thing  common,  only  here  it  is  proved, 
that  this  fhortening  of  the  Engraver’s  Work  may  be 
performed  by  the  bait  of  the  Earth. 

^olnt  li. 

painters  by  the  help  of  this,  may  prepare  for  themfelves 
mofi  excellent  Colours,  Ultra^Matine,  blue  Smalt, 
fine  red  or  Scarlet  Lacca,  Venice  Cerufe,  and  others 
necejfary  for  their  Vfes,  which  otherwife  they  muft  have 
from  far,  Italy,  Holland,  France,  and  at  a 

dear  rate. 


vjg 

cementation  as  long  as  need  fhall  be,  not  with  com¬ 
mon  fait  alone,  but  mixed  with  the  powder  of  coals 
and  fait  of  alhes  ^  then  the  Iron  grows  as  hard  as 
fteel,  but  fteel  is  rendered  harder  than  it  was  be-^, 
fore. 

Toint  IV. 

Embroiderers  may  put  any  durable  Colour  they  pleafe  upon 
the  Sflkjwith  which  they  work. 

IT  maybe  known,  that  Nitre,  as  being  a  depura- 
ted  lalt,  will  ealily  induce  colours,  and  conftantly 
preferve  them,  yea,  exalt  them,  which  many  know, 
they  efpecially  who  dye  cloth  with  rich  grain  co¬ 
lours,  as  Scarlet,  Crimfon,  &c.  when  they  add  the 
fpirit  of  Nitre  in  the  boiling,  to  aluminate  it,  (as 
the  Dyers  call  it)  the  colour  is  wonderfully  exalted, 
and  made  much  more  fiery,  fo  that  it  may  be  fold 
dearer  than  common  Crimfon  or  Scarlet.  This 
fpirit  of  Nitre  alfo  tingeth  Alhes,  Nails,  or  Hoofs, 
Quills,  or  Feathers,  with  a  golden  colour,  but  if  the 
Nitre  be  fixed  by  calcination,  then  it  alfo  equally 
exalteth,  but  not  into  a  red,  but  a  Purple  ^  Dyers 
ufe  Potters  alhes  for  thefe  Works,  but  fixed  Niter  is 
much  purer,  and  rendereth  the  Work  more  beautiful 
than  thofe  impure  allies. 

Toirit  Vi 


THat  excellent  colours  for  Painting,  may  be  made 
by  the  fait  of  the  Earth,  I  v\^ill  thus  prove  : 

•  Blue  Smalt  is  otherwife  prepared  of  flowing  Sand, 
Chalcitis,  and  Potters-alhes ;  But  if  inftead  of  thofe 
alhes,  you  take  the  fixed  fait  of  the  Earth,  the  fmalt 
will  not  be  only  rendred  more  open,  loofe,  and  fine, 
but  alfo  purer,  by  reafon  the  fait  of  the  earth  is  pu¬ 
rer  than  thofe  alhes.  Lacca  for  the  moft  part  is 
made  of  Flocks  Ihorn  from  crimfon  or  fcarlet  cloth 
in  the  drefling,and  by  a  lingular  lixivium  ( inftead  of 
which  Nitre  may  be  taken  )  the  colour  is  extradled, 
which  is  to  be  precipitated,  edulcorated,  and  dryed 
upon  clean  Boards  in  the  fun,  or  by  a  ftove.  Ver- 
digreafe  and  Gerufe  are  commonly  prepared  by  the 
help  of  Vinegar,  in  Iron  Velfels  put  in  Horfe=dung*, 
but  if  the  Copper  or  Lead  be  dilfolved  in  fpirit  of 
Nitre,  and  the  Copper  precipitated  by  a  lixivium  of 
fait  of  Tartar ,  but  the  Lead  by  fait  water  ,  then 
edulcorated  and  dried,  the  Copper  will  exhibit  a 
green  colour,  which  may  be  ufed  in  all  Paintings, 
and  will  not  corrode  and  deftroy  other  colours,  as 
the  common  Verdigreafe  is  wont  to  do :  And  the 
Cerufe  is  rendered  more  delicate  white,  and  pure 
than  that  which  is  prepared  by  Vinegar,  with  which 
oftentimes  much  Chalk  is  mixed  to  augment  it, 
and  is  not  fo  conducible  to  Painting,  nor  to  the 
Ihops,  as  that  which  is  made  per  fe,  without  any  mix¬ 
ture. 

^olnt  IIL 

Engravers  and  Statuaries  may  fo  harden  their  Tools, 
that  they  may  hold  their  points  long,  if  they  be  to 
cut  (tones. 

^Hat  Iron  may  be  hardened  by  Cementation  with 
Salts,  fo  that  it  may  ferve  inftead  of  Steel,  is  now 
openly  known  ■,  but  the  iron  or  fteel  is  to  be  kept  in 


•  /  '*  t  i  ^ 

They  who  Paint  Glafs,  by  an  eafie  Work ,  may  thence 
prepare  all  Colours  or  Enamels  for  Glafs,  fothat  there 
will  be  no  need  to  have  them  from  Venice. 

^  H  E  Painters  of  Glafs  foraetimes  complain ,  that 
their  fufory  Glafs  or  Enamel  will  not  readily 
flow,  and  that  the  Glafs  which  they  are  to  colour  is 
melted  firft  ;  the  Salt  of  the  Earth  being  fixed,  re- 
medieth  this,  if  the  colouring  Glafs  be  mixed  with 
it  in  a  due  proportion ,  and  again  melted,  for  by 
this  means  they  will  be  rendered  fluxible  at  plea- 
fure. 

^mt  Vi. 

They  who  work  in  Wax  ,  by  the  benefit  of  this,  niay 
whiten  it  exceedingly,  and  colour  it  as  they  pleafe. 

THat  Salts  with  Water  do  whiten  yellow  Wax, 
being  melted  thin, and  expofed  to  the  Air,  and 
often  fprinkled  with  the  Salt  Water,  is  fufficiently 
known,  and  wants  no  proof, but  not  better  than  falt- 
Nitreitfelf 


'  Toint  Vll. 

prinii(,rs  alfo  may  add  this  fubjeSl  to  their  Ink^,  which 
Will  caufe  it  to  adhere  very  firmly  to  thePaper^  andren~ 
der  the  Letters  very  fair. 

THat  fixed  Salts  will  readily  conjoin  Ink  with  Wa- 
ter,  is  not  unknown,  and  none  better  than  fix¬ 
ed  Nitre,  which  alfo  excelleth  all  lharp  Uxiviums, 
having  a  power  of  cleanfing  Lead,  Tin,  Copper,  or 
other  Veffels. 


Point 


ZZ  2 


i8o 


The  'Explication  of 


Part  I. 


Toint  Vni* 

Jt  is  convenient  for  Clock- makers^  or  Watchmakers,  if  a 
Water  be  defiillsd  from  it ,  which  folder eth  Iron  or 
Steel,  without  fire,  if  a  drop  of  that  Aqua-.fortis  be 
dropped  upon  it,  whence  the  Iron  growing  hot,  it  pre- 
fently  waxeth [oft,  as  if  it  had  been  folder ed  in  the 
Fire  by  the  help  of  Copper. 

IF  an  Jqua-fortishz  deftilled  from  Niter  and  cal¬ 
cined  Vitriol  fNB-  than  there  mull;  be  no  Water 
or  Phlegm  in  the  Spirit )  and  two  little  pieces  of  Iron 
be  melted  with  it ,  fbetween  which  there  muft  be 
little  Filings  of  Iron)  then  the  Iron  groweth  hot  by 
the  jlqua^fortis,  which  adeth  upon  it,  and  the  one  will 
be  joined  to  the  other  by  melting,  as  if  it  had  been 
done  by  the  Fire.  But  he  that  will  ufe  that  water, 
muft  know  how  to  prepare  it  himfelf,  becaufe  fuch 
is  no  where  to  be  found  to  fell. 


a  ground  being  lirft  laid  upon  the  feathers,  skins  or 
woods,  that  the  Colours  may  remain  and  endure 
firm.  Therefore  the  1 1,  12,  and  13  points  are  thus 
verified  together. 

Wmt  XlV. 

Taylors  may  take  out  Spots  or  Stains,  out  of  Woolen  Lu 
nen,  or  fdkGarments,  and  refiore  their  Beauty  ’ 

OF  fixed  Nitre  is  made  a  Soap,fofubtile  and  pure 
that  by  it  all  Spots  may  be  taken  out  of  Gar¬ 
ments- 


nim  XV. 

If  Shooemakers  put  old  Iron  to  this  fubjeH,  they  may  there¬ 
with  adorn  their  Leather  with  an  excellent  Black. 


^oint  IX. 

'^jill  Smiths  may  by  it  harden  their  Files,  and  other 
Iron  Tools,  as  durable,  as  if  they  had  been  made  of 
the  hardtf  Steel. 

Fixed  Salts  being  mixed  with  afhes  and  powder  of 
coals  or  fand,  after  that  they  have  remained  24 
hours  in  a  clofe  Fire,  do  harden  iron  like  fteel  ^  as  is 
proved  before  in  the  third  point.* 

^ohn  X.  , 


TF  Nitre  be  difToly’d  in  Vinegar,  and  old  Iron  lie 
1  fome  time  in  it,  it  will  make  an  Ink  with  which 
Hides  may  be  blacked  with  an  excellent  Black-  But 
there  IS  no  need  of  Nitre  for  this  ufe,  for  if  Iron  be 
put  to  Aqua  Calcis,  it  effecfteth  the  fame  thing  •  on¬ 
ly  mention  is  made  of  this  in  Miraculum  Mundi]  that 
it  might  be  manifeft,  that  this  Univerfal  Subjed  mav 
be  of  ufe,  to  all  and  lingular  Artificers-  ^ 


XVI. 

Weavers  may  render  their  Linen  Tkreds  fi  fine  and  Soft 
that  they  will  emulate  fUk,.  ^  ' 


Tcwterers  may  harden  their  Tin  or  Pewter,  and  give  to 
it  an  elegant  whitenefs,  fo  that  it  will  refemble  Silver 
both  in  colour  and  found  ;  neither  will  it  eafly  tarnijh, 
and  by  reafon  of  its  hardnefs,  will  lafi  longer  than 
common  Pewter. 


p.  ^  icuucib  IL  lore  and  delicate, 

feeing  that  fixed  Nitre  is  better  than  a  ftrona  Lixi 
um,  it  will  alfo  perform  this  work  better  than  a 
common  Lixivium. 


IF  Tin  be  often  melted,  and  extinguifhed  in  a  li¬ 
xivium  of  fixt  Nitre,  it  is  made  harder  than  it  was 
before  i  but  if  it  be  put  to  Nitre  in  Flux,  and  fuffe- 
red  to  melt  in  it ;  then  alfo  it  will  be  more  hard. 
NB.  But  if  the  Tin  be  reduced  into  Scoria  by  Nitre, 
and  the  Scoria  again  reduced,  it  will  be  rendered 
harder  and  fairer,  than  by  the  two  former  ways. 

'PowtXI,XlI,XIlI. 

Cabinet-makers  may  firike  an  excellent  Black^upon  Pear- 
tree,  cherry-tree.  Box,  Walnut-tree,  and  other  hard 
Woods,  which  may  be  ufedfor  curious  Works  infteadof 
^Ebony.  Skinners  or  Furriers  may  dye  their  Ermins, 
Foxiskins,  Wolf-skins,  and  the  like  Furs,  with  a  Jcar~ 
let,crimfon,or  deep blackjolour,  far  exceeding  the  na-. 
tural.  In  like  manner  Feather -dyers  may  [wiftly  give 
any  lafling  colour  to  their  Plumes. 

1'^  m -Aqua  fortis  be  deftilled  from  Nitre  and  Vi¬ 
triol,  and  a  little  filver  dilTolved  in  it,  and  Rain 
water  poured  thereon  (for  the  weakening  of  the 
ylqua-fo-.-tis)  then  not  only  all  hard  Woods ,  jare 
blacked  by  it,  fo  that  they  reprefent  Ebony ,  but 
alfo  skins  and  feathers  are  made  black  as  a  coal, 


foint  XVII. 

Dyers  by  this  may  give  fo  firm  and  unchangeable  aaroknd 
to  thetr  Cloth,  that  the  fuperinduced  Colours  (hall  not  bl 
corrupted,  or  jpoiled  by  any  Wine,  Finerrar  Vrine 
Pickles,  Air,  or  Sun.  » 


F  the  fpirit  of  Nitre  be  put  into  the  firft  boilin 

the  aluminatin 
the  Cloths,  it  Will  give  a  permanent  ground  as  i 
already  proved  in  the  fourth  point.  ^  ’ 

^ohlt  XVIII. 

Potters  may  thence  prepare  a  Glajfy  Colour,  notunlike  t 

the  Indian  Porcellane,  of  which  Fejjels  may  be  mad 

having  the  afpebi  of  Gold,  Silver,  or  Coppi  a  fin 

oular  Ornament  for  Noblemens  Tables,  hitherto  un 
known  to  the  World.  >  >^ttnerto  un 

% 

"He  Glafing  of  Earthen  VelTels,  that  thpv  n,o 
appear  like  a  natural  Metal,  is  an  egregious’ard 
but  It  doth  not  always  fucceed  for  fhr?r?  ^ 
ealily  burnt  and  deftroyed  bTto’o  mueJ  h  ^ 

noMetallick  VitrificatLcaVbTdfcrned.' ’  Vefla 


p^rt  I,  Miraculum  Mundi  i8 1 


therefore?  ought  to  be  glafed  not  in  a  common  Potters 
Furnace,  but  in  a  peculiar  Furnace,  that  the  fire  may 
be  oftner  obferved.  If  the  Vitrification  be  to  repre-- 
fent  Gold,  or  Silver,  or  Copper,  then  Gold,  and 
Silver,  and  Copper  is  alfo  to  be  taken  in  this  manner : 

I  Take  one  part  of  Gold  and  Silver,  or  Copper,  Regu¬ 
lus  of  Antimony  two  or  four  parts,  melt  the  Regu¬ 
lus  and  the  Metal,  pulverife  them  in  an  Iron  Mortar, 
i  and  mix  them  with  an  equal  portion  of  Nitre,  iufyer 
the  mixture  to  be  fixed  in  a  Crucible,  with  which  fix¬ 
ture  the  earthen  vellel  is  to  be  rubbed  over  or  gilded, 
afterwards  to  be  committed  to  a  Furnace  fit  for  this 
I  purpofe  *,  if  you  proceed  right,  you  will  obtain  a  ve- 
'  ry  beautiful  Vitrification,  as  if  the  Veflel  was  gilt 
i  with  Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper,  which  will  not  vanifii 
or  decay,  and  will  far  exceed  in  beauty  and  fplendour 
the  VelTe’ls  which  are  gilt  with  thofe  Metals, for  thofe 
1*  in  procefs  of  timelofe  their  fplendour,  but  thefe  do 

I  notas  long  as  the  leaft  i)it  remains. 

i 

foint  XIX,  and  XX. 

Souldiers^  Merchants,  Travellers,  Carriers,  Fijhermen, 
and  others,  who  are  much  in  the  o^en  Air,  may  of  this 
frepare  a  Varnifa  in  which  they  may  dip  linen  Cloth, 
which  will  not  permit  either  Air  or  Water  to  pafs 
throiwh  it,  with  which  they  may  defend  their  Boots  or 
Clotts,  fo  that  they  may  travel  dry  in  the  rain.  They 
-  who  make  Tape  (Iry,  may  reft  ere  their  faint  and  faded 
Colours,  fo  that  they  Jhall  be  ftrong  and  beautiful. 

HEre  mention  is  made  of  a  certain  mixture  in 
which  if  Lii»n  Cloth  be  dipped  and  dry ed  whl 
not  permit  water  t6  pafs  through,  and  it  is  done  in 
this  manner.  There  is  nothing  wanting  in  Linfeed 
Oyl,  but  that  the  humidity  be  taken  from  it,  which 
j  always  hindereth  its  dying  ;  now  to  effedt  that,  there 
is  no  better  way,  than  to  boil  the  Linfeed  Oyl  gently 
and  gradually  with  the  Flowers  of  Tapis  Calaminaris 
}  or  Saturn,  (which  are  fublimed  by  Nitre)  fo  long  till 
I  the  Oyl  be  tenacious,  and  groweth  hard  enough  for 
1  this  ufe-  NB.  That  a  Linen  Cloth  immerfed  in 
I  this  mixture,  and  Ihining  Talk  being  finely  laid  upon 
I  it,  may  be  coloured  of  any  colour,  which  will  very 
ftrongly  adhere  to  it,  and  may  ferve  for  the  making 
of  Tapeftry.  Therefore  in  this  manner  the  nine¬ 
teenth  and  twentieth  Points  are  confirmed. 

^omt  XXI,  ad  XXII. 

Miftreftes  of  Families, may  of  it  prepare  jme- Soap  or  Waft-, 
balls,  far  exceeding  the  V  enetian .  Nouftold  Maids, 
may  with  it  fcour  their  Metalline  iffels,  fo  as  to  ren¬ 
der  them  neat  and  beautif  »1. 

THat  fixed  Nitre  will  walh  and  purifie  Linen  cloth 
beyond  all  Soap,  no  Man  will  deny,  who  com- 
prehendeth  the  matter,  concerning  which  thing,  the 
Ancients  have  written  much,  and  not  in  vain,  calling 
Nitre  the  Soap  of  the  wife,  but  not  for  the  wafliing 
of  Womens  Linen,  but  for  the  intrinfecal  purifying 
of  the  imperfedt  Metals :  Their  External  Purgation 
may  alfo  be  performed  by  help  thereof,  fo  that  the 
twenty  fecond  Point  is  alfo  verified. 


<Pomt  XXIII. 

Women  may  change  the  Fellow,  Pale,  or  Brown  Colour  of 
their  Face,  and  hands,  into  a  beautiful  whitenefs. 

THat  an  Egregious  Cofmetick  may  be  made  of  Nis 
tre,  calcined  with  white  Talk  (by  which  ill  co¬ 
loured  skins  may  be  whitened)  is  not  to  be  doubted. 
For  if  Nitre  fixed  by  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  alone, 
performeth  that,  why  Ihould  it  not  yet  do  it  better,  if 
it  be  conjoined  with  fome  white  Mineral  Talk  in  the 
CalQination  ? 

folnt  XXIV. 

Old  Women  may  by  an  eafie  way,  take  away  the  Wrinkles 
of  their  Face  and  Hands,  as  alfo  the  Corns  of  their 
Feet,  and  boil  their  Linen  to  fuch  a  foftnefs^  that  it 
ftall  come  but  little  ftmt  of  Silk. 

IT  is  eafie  to  verifie  this,  to  wit  if  Nitre  be  fixed 
with  Regulus  of  Antimony,  and  fet  in  a  moift 
Cellar  to  run  into  an  Oyl,  which  Liquor  will  be  fo 
fiery,  that  if  any  hard  Skin,  or  Corn,  be  often  anoint¬ 
ed  with  it,  it  will  fo  foften  it,  that  it  may  be  cut  away 
with  a  Pen-  knife,  and  afterwards  other  fraooth  and 
foft  Skin  will  grow  in  its  room, 

Toint  XXV. 

Gardeners  by  this  fubjebt  may  deftroy  all  Infecis,  by  mix¬ 
ing  it  with  water,  and  pouring  it  into  thofe  places  where 
they  breed,  for  they  will  either  die  in  their  holes,  or  run 
out  to  die,  becaufe  they  are  not  able  to  abide  that  fire. 
It  alfo  ripeneth  Fruits,  if  a  little  of  this  Menftruum 
be  applied  to  their  Roots,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Spring  ; 
and  if  a  large  quantity  of  Apples  be  well  covered  over 
with  it,  they  may  thence  prepare  a  lafting  Wine,  Tine- 
gar,  or  burning  Spirit. 

IT  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  fixed  Nitre  will 
kill  all  Worms  in  the  Earth  j  I  have  often  triedit 
with  good  advantage,  and  found  it  true,  in  this  man¬ 
ner  Many  years  ago,  I  had  a  Garden,  in  which  was 
a  Bed  of  Afparagus,  which  I  covered  all  over  in  the 
Winter  with  Horfe-dung,to  defend  it  from  the  Froft, 
which  occafioned  the  breeding  of  many  fmall  Worms 
like  Threads, flicking  to  the  Roots  of  the  Afparagus, 
fo  that  they  could  by  no  means  grow  or  increafe,  only 
by  reafon  of  the  great  quantity  of  Worms,  which 
took  away  the  nutriment  of  the  Vegetable  for  them- 
felves.  And  once  by  chance  throwing  fome_  fixed 
Nitre  expofed  to  the  Air,  and  turned  into  a  Liquor, 
out  at  a  Window  into  the  Garden,  it  fell  upon  that'- 
place  where  thefe  Worms  were,  the  fixed  Nitre  was 
difiblved  by  the  following  Rain,  and  penetrated  the 
earth;  which  done,  the  Worms  in  great  numbers 
crept  out  of  the  earth,  becaufe  they  could  not  ^ide 
that  fiery  Liquor,  the  Afparagus  grew  up  in  the  fame 
place  more  plentifully  and  perfedly  than  before,which 
moved  me  alfo  to  apply  this  Liquor  in  other  places-, 
by  this  means  the  whole  Garden  was  in  a  very  uiorc 
time  freed  from  Worms. 


A  a  a  Poitif 
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T he  Explication  of  1  .  Part  1. 


(point  XXVI. 

Baktrsnmy  ttfe  it  in  pad  of  Fermentor  Teaf,  if  they 
difolve  a  few  hops  therein. 

IF  pure  Nitre  with  flower  be  throughly  moiftened 
with  warm  water  and  fet-in  a  warm  place,  then, 
by  its  own  proper  pow'er  and  virtue,  it  beginneth  to 
ferment,  elpecially  if  fome  frefh  Hops  be  put  to  the 
water,  by  which  alfo  other  things  are  promoted  to 
fermentation. 

(Point  XXVII. 

Brewers  by  its  help  may  have  very  pong  Per^  if  they  ex¬ 
tra^  their  Hops  therewith. 

IN  the  like  manner  alfo  warm  Beer  may  be  excited 
to  fermentation. 

(Point  XXVIII. 

Mead,  and  MethegUn,  as  alfo  Beer,  and  Canary  wine, 
which  are  upon  the  turn,  and  growing  fowre^  may  by 
this  be  rendred  drinkable- 

ANy  kind  of  Dr  ink,  whether  it  bd  Canary,  Me- 
theglin,  or  Beer,  which  eafiiy  fowre  in  Sum¬ 
mer,  if  you  would  amend  them,  to  a  Tun  of  the  Li¬ 
quor  put  about  two  or  three  Ounces  of  fixed  Nitre 
put  up  in  a  Linen  Rag  into  the  Bung=hole  at  the  top  of 
the  Cask,  and  let  it  hang  down  into  the  Liquor,  then 
in  a  fhort  time  the  fov«rre  Liquor  will  be  rendered 
drinkable. 

(Pmt  XXIX.’ 

Comb^makers,  and  others  who  workjn  Horn,  may  by  this 
fo  [often  their  Horns,  that  they  may  imprint  upon  them 
what  Images  they  pleafe. 

THat  every  Horn,  or  Bone  may  be  foftened,  if  it 
be  fufficiently  boiled 'in  a  Lixivium  of  Nitre, 
may  cafily  be  apprehended  ;  which  thing  another 
ftrong  Lixivium,  not  fo  fiery  as  that  of  Nitre,  will 
alfo  perform. 

Point  XXX. 

Keepers  of  Armories  may  preferve  their  polipd  Arms,  or 
Jiarnefs  free  from  rufi,  by  anointing  them  over  with 
this  Subjelb» 

IT  is  credible,  that  fixed  Nitre  will  preferve  Iron 
from  Ruft,  feeing  that  it  is  equally  contrary  to 
Corrofives,  with  a  Ample  Aqua-Calcis  which  per- 
forraeth  the  fame. 


Point  XXXI. 

Bird-catchers,  may  by  the  help  of  this  prepare  fuch  a 
Birdlime,  as  will  not  be  altered  by  Cold  or  Heat. 

IF  a  Spirit  bediftillM  from  Nitre,  and  Lapis  Cala- 
minarisdilTolved  init,  and  the  Spirit  again  drawn 
off,  there  will  remain  a  thick  and  heavy  OyJ,  with 
which  the  Glue  for  Wood  being  throughly  humected 
and  diflblved,  it  becometh  tenacious  and  vifcous, 
which  will  not  be  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  but 
keepeth  its  undtuofity  in  all  Seafons.  NB .  That  Spi= 
rit  of  Salt,  or  Vitriol,  alfo  performeth  the  fame 
thing,  if  any  Glue  bediflblved  therein. 

Point  XXXII. 

Sokldters  may  by  help  of  this  prepare  a  fulminating  powder 
from  Gold,  cf  which  the  magnitude  of  a  Pea,  put  upon 
a  red  hot  Iron  Plate,  will  give  a  greater  Clap,  than 
half  a  pound,  yea  a  whole  pound  of  Gun-powder  j  the 
fame  may  alfo  be  prepared  without  Gold,  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  Salt  of  Tartar  and  Sulphur,  as  it  ts  defcribed 
in  the  fecond  part  of  Furnaces. 

AS  for  this  point,  it  needeth  no  proof  -,  for  it  is 
fufficiently  known,  that  of  ©  diflblved  in  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Nitre  (in  which  alfo  was  di’lTolved  Sal  ArmoHi- 
ack)  and  precipitated  with  Salt  of  Tartar  ( or  Spirit 
of  Urine,  which  is  better)  then  edulcorated  and  dry? 
ed,  fuch  a  powder  will  be  made,  which  being  put 
upon  an  Iron,  Copper,  or  Silver  Plate,  and  enkind¬ 
led  by  a  light  heat,  fulminateth  more  firongly  than 
half  a  pound  of  common  Gunspowder,  concerning 
which,  I  have  treated  at  large  in  other  of  mv  Writ¬ 
ings. 

Point  XXXIII. 

Engineers,  and  makers  of  Fire-works,  may  perform  w.*- 
ny  wonderful  things,  by  the  help  of  this  Subjeli. 

THat  common  Nitre  is  ufed  in  the  making  of 
Gun-.powder,  and  other  Fife-works,  wants  no 
Teftimony,  being  a  thing  every  where  known. 

Point  XXXIV. 

Many  new  IVorl^  belonging  to  the  Weavers,  and  Smiths 
Art,  may  be  made  thence,  which  may  be  Communica¬ 
ted  to  Neighbouring  Countries,  in  lieu  of  which,  mo¬ 
ney  may  be  brought  into  a  Country  impoverijhed  by 
War. 

AS  for  this  point,  it  is  moll  Certain,  that  by  the 
mentioned  Subjedl;,  various  Manufactures  may 
be  perfected,  whi^h  thing  let  no  Man  doubt  j  but 
there  is  no  need  here  to  particularize ;  let  it  fuflice 
that  I  have  verified  (by  the  affiftance  of  God)  thofe 
things  which  I  have  named,  and  propofed  to  explain 
in  that  place. 


Point 
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Miyacuhtn  Mtindi. 


foint  XXXV. 


jf  Keepers  of  I'^ineyards^  pour  a  little  of  this  SubjeB  to 
the  Roots  of  their  yines^  they  will  have  ripe  Grapes^ 
and  new  Wine  fooner  than  the  refi  of  their  NeighboHrSj 
of  which  they  may  mahg  a  good  advantage- 

I 

PLebeians,  Country-men,  Gardeners,  Vine^dref- 
fers,  and  the  like,  who  are  converfant  about  the 
propagation  of  Vegetables  5  do  fay,  and  believe,  that 
Dung'caufeth  Fertility,  and  theincreafe  of  things : 
But  a  Philofopher,  penetrating  farther  into  Nature, 
and  who  is  a  molt  diligent  Searcher  of  her  Works, 
attributeth  that  to  the  Salt  which  is  hidden  in  the 
Dung,  and  the  matter  it  felf  is  no  otherwife,_  for  by 
digeftion  in  the  Stomachs  of  Men  and  Bruits,  the 
ellfential  Salt,  as  well  of  Animals,  as  of  Vegetables, . 
is  tranfrautedinto  a  Nitrous  Salt,which  together  with 
the  Excrements  pafleth  out  by  the  Belly,  and  is  ufed 
byxMen  for  the  propogating  of  Vegetables  of  all  kinds, 
but  another  Salt  which  doth  not  participate  with 
that,  is  feparated  by  another  way,  to  wit,  by  Urine, 
the  greatefl;  part  of  which  Salt  is  acid,  and  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  growth  of  all  Vegetables,  (although 
it  carrieth  along  with  it  fome  volatile  Salt)  it  de» 
llroyeth,  mortilieth,  and  taketh  away  from  them  the 
power  of  growing,  yea.  Life  it  felf,  if  they  be  often 
moillened  with  it but  the  Nitrous  Salt  reconded  in 
Excrements,  on  the  contrary,  viviheth  all  Vegetables, 
and  maker h  them  to  encreafe,  grow  ftrong,  and  bear 
Fruit,  which  all  men  know.  Therefore  if  it  be  pro» 
babie  that  it  is  not  the  Dung,  but  the  Salt  which  is 
hidden  in  the  Dung,  that  caufeth  fertility  and  en» 
creafe,  it  will  be  polTible,  that  an  encreafe  by  fuch  a 
Salt  may  be  procured  in  all  Vegetables  equally  as  with 
Dung  it  felf,  and  indeed  better,  for  there  is  Urine  al- 
fo  conjoined  with  the  Dung  *,  which  if  it  be  not  for 
fome  time  expofed  to  the  Air  and  the  Rain,  for  the 
wafhing  away  that  fharp  Salt,  the  Dung  would^  a» 
vail  nothing  to  the  fattening  of  the  Earth ,  which 
Country-men  know,  and  therefore  they  do  not  pre- 
fently  ufe  their  frelh  Dung,  but  lay  it  in  the  Fields 
before  Winter  *,  Vine-dreflers  in  their  Vineyards; 
and  leave  it  there  all  the  Winter,  to  that  end,  that  the 
Rain  may  walh  out  that  fharp  and  hurtful  Salt ;  and 
this  being  done ,  then  at  length  they  mix  it  with 
their  Earth;  and  the  event  teacheth  them  that  this 
fattens  more  than  Dung  carried  frelh  out  of  Stables, 
and  full  of  Urine.  Therefore  if  I  know  how  to 
make  a  Nitrous  Salt,  which  is  reconded  not  only  in 
the  Excrements  of  Men  and  Brutes,  but  alfo  in  Rain¬ 
water  and  common  Earth,  I  may  ufe  this  inftead  of 
Dung,  (  being  firft  purged  from  its  conttary  acid  j 
one  pound  of  which  will  perform  more  than  an  hun¬ 
dred  weight  of  Dung  ;  yet  in  the  mean  time  it  con- 
duceth  to  that  purpofe,  if  a  little  Sheeps-dung  be  dif» 
folved  together  with  the  purified  Nitre,  in  Water, 
with  which  the  Roots  of  the  Trees  are  to  be  moillened 
or  Seeds  throughly  wetted  with  the  fame.  And  this 
1  have  proved  more  than  once,  ai5i  found,  that  by  the 
help  of  Nitre  well  depurated  ,  an  encreafe  is  moll 
pow'erfully  and  fwiftly  promoted,  yea,  more  than  can 
be  believed-  NB.  That  I  would  have  none  under- 
lland  me,  as  if  common  Nitre  were  to  betaken,  which 
is  not  at  all  profitable  in  thefe  matters- 
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foim  XXXVi. 

Nevenhetefs  Mu  ft  and  Wine  may  he  ripened  after  ano¬ 
ther  manner  in  the  Hogjhead-,  without  this  ^rt,  fo 
that  they  who  under ftand  the  way  may  have  alwaies 
good  Wine,  when  others  have  it  fowre^  &c. 

'J^His  is  a  very  fair  and  profitable  Secret  in  thofc 
places,  where  Wines,  by  reafon  of  cold,  cannot 
come  to  maturity,  but  are  forced  to  remain  crude 
and  impotent,  which  by  this  Remedy  may  be  brought 
to  maturity  in  the  Hogfliead  ;  fo  that  Wine  which  is 
eager  and  fowre,  may  be  made  delicate,  friendly, 
generous,  and  durable.  And  although  I  here  write 
nothing  but  the  truth,  and  what  I  have  often  effe¬ 
ctually  proved,  yet  I  very  well  know,  that  but  a  very 
few  will  apprehend  or  believe  it,  which  matters  lit¬ 
tle  to  me;  I  am  fatisfied,  that  I  have  verified  what  i 
have  written  in  this  [point. 


^oint  XXXVII. 

There  remains  yet  another  thing  very  profitable  to  Country-, 
men.  The  juice  of  jipples  or  Pears  being  preJJ'ed  out^ 
by  the  help  of  this  fubje^,  fuch  an  effervefcency  or 
working  is  promoted,  as  Wine  may  be  thence  made^ 
having  the  relijh  of  the  natural,  and  but  little  inferioiir 
in  durability  and  Jirength.^  &C. 

IN  this  point  mention  is  made  how  the  juice  of  Ap¬ 
ples,  and  Pears,  may  be  corrected,  that  it  may  be 
like  to  Wine ,  keeping  many  years  uncorrupted : 
which  certainly  is  a  Secret  of  great  moment  and  pro¬ 
fit.  Apples,  when  ripe,  of  their  own  accord  fall  from 
the  Trees,  every  thing  hath  its  period  ;  what  advan¬ 
tage  may  be  made  by  this  Art  in  thofe  places,  where 
a  great  quantity  of  Fruit  groweth ;  whether  is  it  not 
better  to  make  this  ufe  of  them,  than  to  leave  them 
to  rot  and  be  loft  ?  I  will  do  what  lies  in  me,  and  not 
bury  my  Talent,  that  I  rtiay  be  rendered  excufable  be¬ 
fore  GOD  and  the  World,  although  that  which  I 
teach  may  not  be  received,  as  becometh  it  to  be  ufed- 
At  length,  after  my  Deceafe,  it  will  be  obferved,  what 
is  hidden  in  my  Writings ,  but  the  Phrygians  were 
wife  too  late.  Therefore  I  again  affirm ,  that  all 
things  contained  in  this  point,  are  purely  true,  and 
may  be  perfecftly  effefted.  f  -Jee  Jpology  againjt 
Farnner.  3 


<Pomt  XXxVIll. 

If  Hiishand-men  moiflen  their  Seed  with  this  Menftril» 
um,  it  will  fooner  be  ripe.^  and  have  larger  and  fat-- 
ter  Grains  than  ordinary  :  which  being  done.^  I  wtlj 
Jhew  by  what  means  they  may  make  great  profit  of. 
their  Grain,  &c. 


The  35  Point  confirms  the  truth  of  this.  That 
Grain  will  grow  the  more  plenteoufly,  if  it  fhall 
)e  humeefted  with  the  Nitrous  Water  above-mentio- 
led,  before  it  be  fown,  but  common  Nitre  is  not 
lere  to  be  underftood.  The  other  is  alfo  confenta- 
icous  to  Truth,  which  is  written  about  the  moft  pro- 
itable  ufe  of  Grain,  which  none  need  doubt;  for  as 
ret  more  may  be  done  in  that  than  i  have  here  fpo 


The  Explication  of 


Part  I. 


ken  of,  for  without  much  labour  and  coll,  by  that  wa¬ 
ter,  every  good  and  kernelly  fubltance,  as  I  may  fo 
fpeak,  of  Grain,  is  extradted,  which  Extrad  may  be 
kept  for  many  years,  as  a  Treafure  of  great  moment, 
of  which  afterwards,  at  any  time  or  place,  (by  ^he 
addition  of  Water  of  Hops;  good^  Beer^  may  be 
made,  and  Vinegar,  and  burning  Spirit  i  it  is  alfo  of 
fuch  a  very  Nutritive  fubllance,  that  in  cafe  ot  necelli- 
ty  it  may  be  ufed  inllead  of  Bread,  one  pound  of 
which  will  afford  more  nourifhment  than  two  or  three 
pound  of  Bread  made  after  the  common  manner.  It 
may  allb  be  kept  in  Garrilbns  with  great  comniodi- 
ly;  Alfo  it  may  be  ufed  at  Sea  ,  by  thofe  who  fail 
to  the  Indies^  and  trade  about  in  Ships,  when  they 
want  Bread  *,  of  which  by  the  addition  of  warm  wa¬ 
ter  of  Hops,  may  be  made  very  good  Beer,  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  for  it  isealily  and  vyholly  diffolved 
in  warm  water.  For  this  reafon  alfo  it  may  be  moll 
commodioufly  carried  from  place  to  place  by  Armies 
in  time  of  War,  which  in  the  Field,  at  any  time. 
Winter  or  Summer,  with  the  water  of  Hops,  it  may 
be  boiled  into  Beer,  and  there  is  no  need  to  carry  the 
water  far,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  found  in  all  places  j  nei¬ 
ther  are  Hops  of  any  great  burden  ^  therefore  in  one 
only  Tun  there  may  be  carried  of  thisExtradl  as  much 
asfnfficeth  for  the  brewing  of  fix  or  eight  Tun  of 
Beer  -,  and  which  is  more,  by  this  means,  wholefome 
Beer  may  be  made  in  the  Dog-daies^  as  well  in  Camps, 
as  in  Cities  and  Ships,  without  any  fear  of  impedi¬ 
ment  or  future  fowrnefs;  at  which  time  good  Beer 
is  not  otherwife  made,  becaufe  then  it  is  wont  pre- 
fently  to  grow  fowre  ;  and  many  other  Commodi¬ 
ties  are  procured  by  this  means,  all  which  to  declare, 
would  be  fuperfluous.  Let  what  hath  been  faid 
fuffice- 

(?oint  XXXIX. 

1  have  yet  one  thing  to  add  among  my  Wine- Arts,  con¬ 
cerning  Grain^  and  the  Fruits  of  Trees  and.  Shrubs^ 
■which  is  to  be  received  -with  Thanhfulnefs  ^  as  a  great 
Gift  of  God  to  Mankind,  viz.  Jt  is  found  by  indufiry 
and  manifold  experience^  that  from  Rie,  Wheat,  Oats, 
Rice,  Millet  alfo  from  Apples,  Pears,  Peaches,  Cher¬ 
ries,  Plumbs, Stoes,Damfcens,^inces,Figgs  •,  as  alfo 

from  Goof  e-berries.  Mulberries,  Barberries,  Plackzber-. 
ries.  Elder '.berries,  and  other  like  Fruits  of  Trees  and 
Shrubs  *,  from  all  thefe,  I  fay,  may  be  prepared  with 
little  labour  and  cofi,  a  Drink  very  like  to  Wine,  both  in 
tafie,  fmell,  and firength,beinggrateful,wholefome,and 
durable,  &c. 

IN  this  point  mention  is  made,  That  of  the  Fruit 
of  Trees  and  other  Bufhes  and  Shrubs,  a  clear 
Drink  may  be  made,  which  is  alfo  grateful  and  du¬ 
rable,  being  like  to  Wine  in  tafte,  colour,  and  vir¬ 
tue  ;  which  thing,  although  it  may  feem  ftrange  to 
thofe  who  are  ignorant  of  the  matter,  neverthelefs  it 
is  moll  true  •,  fo  that  thofe  things  which  are  contain¬ 
ed  in  this  point,  may  be  boldly  credited.  _  For  what 
fiiould  it  profit  me  to  write  thofe  things  which  1  am  not 
able  to  prove,  it  would  only  turn  to  my  difgrace  and 
For  this  reafon  1  have  determined  to 


the  Magnalia  and  wonders  of  God  may  be  made  ma-  . 
nifell,  and  We  Itirred  up  to  give  Thanks  to  the 
Giver  of  all  Good  :  Which  Elaboratory  lhall  conti¬ 
nue  open  for  one  whole  >year,  which  being  pall,  it 
(hall  again  be  fliut  up  and  ceafe  •,  for  I  purpofe  not 
to  render  the  whole  courfe  of  my  Life  obnoxious  to 
thofe  great  Labours,  but  at  length  to  enjoy  a  quiet 
tranquility  which  thing  I  am  willing  that  all  men 
fhould  know,  that  they  may  fpare  me  with  their  Let¬ 
ters,  which  it  is  irapolTible  for  me  to  anfwer,  much  lefs 
that  I  Ihould  fee  the  Perfons,  feeing  that  the  burden 
ofjournying  is  to  me  altogether  infupportable ;  but 
whatfoever  I  may  perform  at  home,  I  will  not  refufe. 
f  See  for  this  point  Apology  againfi  Farnner.] 

Here  thou  haft,  benevolent  Reader,  a  fundamental 
Explication  of  va'j  Miraculum  Mundi,  fas  for  thofe 
laft  points,  to  wit,  36,  37, 38,  and  39,  they  might  in¬ 
deed  have  been  very  commodioufly  explained  here, 
but  becaufe  this  is  done  at  large,  in  a  peculiar  Trea- 
tife,  entituled.  The  Profperity  o/jGermany  ;  there  is 
no  need  to  explain  them  in  this  place  therefore  what 
the  benevolent  Reader  finds  wanting  here,  there  he 
lhall  find  it  at  large,  to  which  I  remit  him)  whereby 
it  will  appear  to  all  men,  unlefs  to  thofe  who  are 
wilfully  blind,  that  I  have  not  aferibed  too  much 
to  the  Salt  of  the  Earth,  as  a  univerfal  fubjeit,  but 
that  I  have  proved  to  the  whole  World,  that  every 
thing  which  I  have  attributed  to  it,  is  polfible,  and 
plainly  agreeable  to  Truth.  But  that  thefe  Secrets 
which  I  have  proved,  may  be  performed  by  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Salt  of  the  Earth,  may  not  be  done  by 
other  waies,  and  perhaps  nearer,  I  go  not  about  to 
deny,  but  do  necelTarily  affirm,  that  the  mentioned 
Metallicks ,  as  well  as  the  Mechanicks,  may  be  per¬ 
formed  after  other  manners.  Only  here  it  is  verified,  - 
That  the  Salt  of  the  Earth  is  defervedly  efteemed  a 
univerfal  fubjefl,  which  no  man  will  deny,  nor  will 
be  able  to  refute  by  Arguments,  fupported  by  truth, 
how  wife  foever  he  may  feem  to  himfelf.  Therefore 
let  its  vilenefs  offend  no  man,  for  the  beft  of  things 
is  oftentimes  hidden  in  things  of  fraall  price.  Where¬ 
fore  all  men  erre,  who  attribute  good  to  outward 
fplendor,  in  which  yet  it  is  not,  but  is  .only  to  be 
fought,  found,  and  obtained  in  things  vile,  and  of  low 
efteem.  jj^otr  t^i0,  heliehe  tjigf,  ot^rctoifr  tljou  toilt 
nthcr  attain  to  anp 

But  here  fome  Man  may  objefl  in  this  manner  :  If 
Nitre  be  a  Univerfal  Menftruum  according  to  my 
praifes  of  it,  it  will  thence  neceffarily  follow,  that 
the  ftone  of  Philofophers  ffiould  be  made  by  it,  of 
which  neverthelefs  I  have  here  made  no  mention. 
To  obviate  this  Objection,  I  do  indeed  readily  con- 
fefs,  that  I  have  not  proc, ceded  in  this  fubjedl,  any 
further  than  thofe  things  which  I  have  now  proved 
but  without  doubt  it  containeth  in  it  felf  greater 
things,  than  are  manifefted  to  me  and  others.  I  have 
made  a  beginning,  I  have  ftrowed  the  way,  let  others 
follow  me,  and  profeente  the  thing  further,  if  God 
lhall  grant  it  to  them;  as  for  me  I  am  content  with 
fmall  things,  and  do  not  anxioufly,  or  follicitoufly  a- 
fpire  after  the  higheft.  Yet  in  the  mean  time,  this  I 
freely  confefs,  if  I  were  not  fo  old  as  I  am,  I  Ihould 
not  leave  this  Matter  ur. effay’d.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  many  men  have  fought  the  Univerfal  ftone  in 


detriment.  -  ,  .  , 

have  fuch  a  Laboratory  prepared,  in  which  not  only !  Nitre,  but  what  they  have  found,  that  therafelves 
the  owners  of  Metallick  Mines  (if  they  defire  it  qf^  know;  and  of  this  I  am  the  more  affured,  becaufe 


me)  may  l.earn  the  manner  by  me  newly  invented, 
for  the  compendious  melting  of  Minerals,  fo  that  they 
lhall  yield  more  Metal,  than  by  the  known  and  com¬ 
mon  manner  ;  but  will  alfo  (hew  other  Secrets,  that 


V, 


I 


there  Matter  in  the  end  of  the  Work  taking  fire,  hath 
vanilhed  like  a  Clap  of  Thunder;  hence  the  ancient 
Philofophers  have  performed  their  work  in  Winter, 
left  they  Ihould  be  hurt  by  Corrufeations ;  it  is  moll 

true. 


I 
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true,  and  void  of  all  errour,that  a  moft  noble  eflence 
of  this  fort,  obtaining  a  power  of  expelling  all  the 
Natural  Difeafes  of  Mortals,  and  of  tranfmuting  all 
the  iraperfedt  Metals  into  Gold  cannot  be  prepared 

from  an  impure  Metal,  or  Mineral, nor  alfo  of  Gold  it 

fclf.  Much  lefs  of  viler  and  more  unlikely  things  in 
which  Fools  are  miferably  Occupied,  prodigally,  and 
unprofitably  wafting  their  Goods ;  but  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  it  Ihould  be  no  other  thing  than  a  Concentrated 
Aftral  fire,  exalted  by  Art,  into  the  form  of  a  ftone, 
without  any  other  Adventitious  matter.  For  fh  the 
nature  of  things,  no  purer  ElTence  can  be  found,  than 
fire,  exercifinga  very  great  power  in  all  things,  efpe- 
cially  in  Metals  i  For  if  we  had  not  fire  (I  pray  con- 
i  fider  it)  all  Arts,  and  Mechanicks  would  grow  cold, 
and  be  involved  in  the  dark  filence  of  Ceflation.  Arts 
were  invented,  and  draw  their  Original  from  the  fire, 

'  otherwife  how  fhould  Metals  be  got  out  of  their  Mine- 
1  rals,  and  prepared  for  ufe  ?  truly  they  would  be  of  no 
ufe  at  all-  Therefore  the  fire  containeth  more  than 
:  can  be  believed.  He  that  doth  not  know  fire  to  be  a 
'  jnoft  powerful  Element,  kqoweth  nothing,  nor  with- 
:  out  this,  can  he  find  out  any  thing,  neither  by  any  juft 
i  right  can  he  aftiime  the  Name  of  a  Philofopher.  The 
fire  alone,  without  the  addition  of  other  things,  is 
'  fufficient  to  make  Metals  of  ftones,  and  particularlyj 
j  the  beft  Metals  out  of  the  vikft  ftones,  provided  we 
I  know  how  to  ufe  it ;  but  univerfally, being  concentra- 
i  ted  into  a  ftony  matter*,  which  laft  although  have 
not  experienced,  neverthelefs  I  have  obferved,  if  fby 
the  favour  of  the  Almighty)  a  man  could  exalt  the 
fire  into  a  Corporeal  fixed  fubftance,he  would  certain¬ 
ly  have  a  Tindure  for  men,  and  the  imperfed  Metals. 
But  fome  man  may  objed,  by  what  way  is  this  Crown 
i  TO  be  obtained  ?  Truly  by  no  other  than  by  Divine 
i  Revelation.  For  the  Secrets  of  God  of  this  fort,  are 
I  not  fo  eafily  to  be  found  out,  nor  will  they  be  manife- 
'  tted  to  Impious  men,  although  the  whole  World  is 
infeded  with  a  foolifli  raadnefs,  who  doatingly  think 
by  force  to  extort  Gold  from  things  in  which  it  is  not, 
and  one  that  hath  underftanding  of  the  fire  and  Me- 
I  tals,  cannot  fufficiently  admire  thofe  foolilh  and  dol- 
ti(h  Labours,  which  they  who  are  Captivated  by  the 
n  hunger  of  Gold,  undertake  for  the  making  the  ftone 
of  Philofbphers  ^  many  being  willing  to  afeend  the 
Ladder,  arc  prefently  follicitous about  the  uppermoft 
Round,  when  notwithftanding  they  are  as  yet  far 
from  the  lowermoft  ftep  :  But  this  is  a  matter  of  a 
higher  and  more  diligent  fearch-  In  the  fire,  I  fay, 
are  contained  Secrets  of  great  moment,  yea,  info- 
much  that  fome  Philofophers  ( among  whom  Tlato  is 
the  chief)  write  that  God  is  moft  clearly  difeerned 
and  apprehended  in  Fire  and  Salt.  Fire,  and  the  Im¬ 
mortal  God  alone  can  make  light  of  darknefs,  which 
is  granted  to  no  Mortal  to  do  i  without  fire  is  dark¬ 
nefs  and  death  :  Without  fire  nothing  can  live,  no¬ 
thing  groweth  or  encreafeth. 

In  fum.  Fire  is  the  moft  Noble,  and  moft  Potent 
Work  of  God  in  the  whole  Univerfe,  he  that  know- 
eth  how  to  ufe  it  rightly,  will  have  need  of  no  Art- 
Let  the  Benevolent  Reader  alfo  take  with  him  my 
I  fmall  judgment  concerning  the  great  ftone  of  the 


wife ;  let  every  man  believe  what  he  will,  and  is  a- 
ble  to  comprehend.  Such  a  work  is  purely  the  gift 
of  God,  and  cannot  be  learned  by  the  moft  acute  pow¬ 
ers  of  an  humane  mind^  if  it  be  not  affifted  by  the  be^ 
nign  help  of  a  Divine  Infpiration-  And  of  this  I  af- 
fure  my  felf,  that  in  thofe  laft  times,  God  will  raife 
up  fome,  to  whom  he  will  open  the  Cabinet  of  Nas 
tures  Secrets,  that  they  (hall  be  able  to  do  wonderful 
things  in  the  World,  to  his  glory,  the  which  I  in¬ 
deed  heartily  wifii  to  Pofterity,  that  they  may  enjoy, 
and  ufe  to  the  Praife  and  Honour  of  God,  Amen. 


The  EPlLOgVE. 

I  Doubt  not  bUtfiiany  Men  confidering  the  great 
good  that  may  be  e^(fted  by  the  benefit  of  Nitre, 
will  be  defirous  of  knowing  how  they  may  attain  it  in 
greatquantity,  that  fo  they  may  not  be  forced  to  buy 
it  at  a  deaf  rate^  which  certainly  Would  be  a  great 
help  not  to  a  few  who  labour  in  the  fire,  and  I  could 
wilh  from  my  Soul,  that  all  honeft  and  pious  Chymifts 
might  be  able  to  recover  fome  compenfation  for  the 
Coals  they  haveconfumed  without  fruit-  But  feeing 
that  I  have  made  mention  of  the  production  or  prepa¬ 
ration  of  Nitre,  in  a  peculiar  Treatife  entituled,  The 
Profferity  of  Germany ;  it  is  needlefs  here  to  repeat  it- 
But  this  I  will  fay  byway  of  predidion,  that  Nitre, 
being  throughly  known  by  my  Writings,  true  Alchy- 
my,  or  the  Tranfmutation  of  the  imperfed  Metals 
into  better,  will  in  a  Qiort  time  be  as  common,  as  it 
was  in  T^ypf  long  fince  in  the  time  of  the  Emperour 
Diodefan^  who  could  not  overcome  or  fubdue  the 
Egyptians^  until  he  had  by  many  Cruelties  extorted 
their  Books  from  them, which  he  burnt, and  fo  brought 
them  under  the  yoke  of  fervitude-  NB.  That  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  Ihould 
have  been  fo  common  with  the  Egyptians  only,  feeing 
that  Nitre  is  found  in  all  places  of  the  Land  of  Tppty 
and  the  famous  River  TJile  is  impregnated  with  Nitre* 
which  only  by  its  overflowing  (which  it  doth  twice 
in  a  year)  fo  fateneth  the  whole  Country,  that  it  is 
made  very  rich  and  fruitful  in  all  things  without  dung  j 
for  the  Eljle  aboundeth  with  Nitre,  as  the  Sea  doth 
with  common  Salt-  For  at  certain  times  of  the  over¬ 
flowing,  Viz,,  in  the  beginning,  the  inhabitants  are 
wont  to  dig  deep  Pits,  that  they  may  remain  full  of 
the  water,  which  being  afterwards  dried  up  by  the 
Sun,  Nitre  is  very  Copioufly  prepared,  as  common 
Salt  is  made  in  Spain^  and  other  hot  Regions.  This 
therefore  I  was  willing  to  difeover  for  the  informati* 
on  of  the  Reader  i  if  he  be  wife,  and  God  be  propi¬ 
tious  to  him,  he  will  believe  that  I  have  faid  enough ; 
but  if  not,  an  Explication  ten  times  clearer  will  not 
help  him.  Therefore  let  it  fuffice,  that  what  is  here 
defired,  (hall  be  had  in  thofe  Treatifes  which  are  enti* 
tuled,  The  Profperity  of  Germany,  whereby  a  man 
filled  with  the  Love  of  God,  will  be  greatly  de- 
lightedi 
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tn  which  ISlature  is  clear^  hid  open  to  the  Eyes  of  the  whole  World  i  demonftrating^  that  the 
chief  Medicine  of  Vegetables^  Animals,  and  Minerals,  may  he  prepared  of  Salt^petre,  anAthsX 
Sahpetre  truly  merits  the  Name  of  an  Uniwfal  Menflruum, 


The  PREFACE,  to  the  READER 


THis  Treatife,  M  which  I  have  give»  the  Title 
of  the  Continuation  of  Miraculum  Mundi, 
containeth  four  excellent  Arcanums,  which  J 
doubt  not,  but  will  prove  very  profitable  to 
the  publich.  Thefirfi  of  thefe  J  offer  to  Comitry^men,  as 
Husbandmen,  Vine-dreffers,  Gardeners,  and  all  fach 
who.  are  occupied  in  Tilling  and  manuring  the  Earth,  that 
they  may  learn  a  new  Method  of 'fattening  and  enriching 
their  Fields  and  Gar  dens')  without  the  ufual  and  cujlomary 
way  of  dunging,  and  thence  yearly  acquire  a  greater 
profit.  '1 

The  Second,  I  give  to  all  CitHens,  Merchants  and  o- 
thers  who  have  time  and  leafure,  and  abounding  in  riches, 
know  not  by  what  means  to  augment  or  improve  their  Gold 
and  Silver.  Which  way  I  will  Jhew  them,  and  how  to  eff 
febi  it  after  a  much  better  and  honefter  manner  than  put¬ 


ting  it  to  V jury, or  incommoding  or  oppreffing  their  Neigh¬ 
bours. 

The  Third,  I  prefent  to  all  Confcientions  Fhyficiansthat 
they  may  learn  to  prepare  Salutiferous  and  Efficacious  Met 
dicines  with  fmall  charge,  little  labour,  and  in  a  Jhort 
time  J  that  (as  becomes  Chrijlians')  they  may  help  and 
fuccour  the  Miferies  of  the  jick,  and  acquire  to  themf elves 
an  honejl  livelihood. 

The  Fourth,  I  dedicate  to  all  perfons  of  great  Name 
and  Authority,  by  the  benefit  of  which,  they  may  pre ferve 
their  Health  entire,  and  recover  it  when  lofl. 

The  Omnipotent  God  give  us  his  Divine  Grace,  that 
we  may  make  fuchufe  of  his  fatherly  bounty,  as  may  tend 
to  the  promoting  of  his  HonOur,andthe  Love  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bour.  Amen. 


Arcanum  L 

Being  a  Gift  given  to  Husbandmen,  keepers  of  Vineyards, 
Gardeners,  ^c, 

ALthough  I  had  determined  with  myfelf  to  re¬ 
ferve  the  Prefs,  mentioi^  in  the  firft  part  of 
The  Profperity  0/ Germany,  (by  which  the  juice  might 
be  prelied  cut  of  great  Trees,  the  fearching  after 
which  hath  wearied  many  Mens  Brains)  for  the  third 
part  of  the  fame  work  ;  neverthelefs,  it  feems  good 
to  me  to  deferibe  it  in  this  Treatife  for  the  good  of 
the  publkk.  And  that  chiefly  for  this  reafon,  becaufe 
the  Omnipotent  God  hath  now  revealed  to  me  other 
manners  of  extrading  Saltpetre,  in  plenty,  out  of  all 
Wood,  and  that  without  a  Prefs  •,  and  not  only  from 
^  Wood,  but  alfo  from  all  Vegetables,  Animals,  and 


Minerals,  fo  that  by  an  eaCe  bufinefs,  and  in  a  Ihort 
time,  without  a  Prefs  and  putrefadion.  Wood,  and 
Salt  may  be  converted  into  Salt-petre :  Yea,  in  the 
fpace  of  three  or  four  hours,  every  Vegetable,  or 
Animal,  as  alfo  Salts  of  every  kind,  may  be  fotranP- 
muted,  as  that  they  pafs  into  a  Fatt,  fervid  and  ful- 
phureous  Salt,  which  afterwards  by  the  benefit  of  the 
Air  is  animated,  and  converted  into  Salt-petre.  Such 
a  Salt,  although  it  doth  not  prefently  conceive  flame, 
and  burn  like  Salt-petre,  yet  it  is  now  brought--t6 
that  pafs,  that  in  the  manuring  or  dunging  of  poor 
and  barren  ground,it  doth  the  fame  thing  as  the  dung 
of  any  Cattel  is  wont  to  effed-  Hence  by  the  fame 
Salt  every  pure  Sand  deftituteof  all  fatnefs,  is  quick-- 
ly  fo  fatted,  that  it  is  rendered  fit  forthelbwihg  and 
bringing  forth  Corn.  Few  will  believe  what  Sale 
can  perform,  vyhen  fpoiled  of  its  Corrofive  force. 
Therefore  Chrift  faith  not  in  vain  to  his  Difciples, 
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T e  are  the  Salt  of  the  Earth.  That  Earth  which  wan- 
teth  Salt  is  dead  ;  nor  can  it  bring  forth  Fruit :  For 
this  inverted  Salt  ferveth  not  only  for  fandy  and  plain= 
ly  barren  fields,  but  alfo  for  thofe  which  are  fruit¬ 
ful,  that  they  may  be  fowed  every  year,  and  bring 
forth  Fruit*  Truly  it  is  a  great  Gift  of  G  O  Di  of 
which  this  ungrateful  World  is  not  worthy.  It  often 
happens,  that  a  Husbandman?  through  want  of  Dung, 
is  forced  to  let  his  Fields  lie  unfown,  till  he  can  have 
an  opportunity  to  fow  them  i  but  what  a  lofs  is  this 
to  thofe  who  in  the  mean  time  mult  pay  the  Magi- 
ftrates,  Taxes,  or  Duties,  for  them,  and  yet  make 
no  benefit  of  them.  Were  it  not  better  for  fuch  to 
polfefs  only  the  Third  or  Fourth  part  of  what  they 
have  of  fuch  Land  as  would  yield  him  every  year  an 
encreafe.  Certainly  by  this  means,  that  Land  which 
otherwife  is  fcarce  able  to  maintain  one  Country-man, 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  keeping  of  ten,  if  it  were 
fatened  after  this  manner  by  an  inverted  wood  or  fait. 
In  like  manner  alfo  Vineyards  \_and  Ho^yards~\  might 
be  fo  fattened,  that  the  Labour  bellowed  upon  them 
might  not  be  in  vain,  but  they  might  abound  in  Fruits. 

So  alfo  Fruit-trees,  and  Meadows,  and  Failures, 
which  bear  but  little  Grafs,  may  by  the  fame  Salt  be 
Vid  Profp.  amended,  as  to  bring  forth  better  Fruit 

Germ.  p.  3.  richer  Crops  of  Grafs.  But  let  this 
fuffice,  concerning  thofe  things  in  this 
place,  more  fhall  follow  (God  willing)  in  the  Third 
Part  of  The  Profperity  of  Germany  ‘  In  the  mean  time 
the  Plenty  of  Corn  and  Wine  will  be  in  partconfu- 
med.  But  I  doubt  not  but  that  this  excellent  Gift  of 
God  will  be  fought  into  by  good  Mailers  of  Families, 
be  had  in  elleem,  and  even  from  this  time  to  the 
World’s  end,  be  put  to  ufe  for  the  promoting  of  the 
Divine  Honour,  and  the  well-being  of  many  Thou- 
fandsof  men.K 

.  But  the  manner  of  exprelling  of  Wood  by  its 
proper  Fire,  and  again  of  coagulating  this  acid  juice, 
by  the  benefit  of  the  fixed  Salt  remaining  in  the  burnt 
Coals  or  Alhes,  into  a  Salt  fattening  of  barren  ground, 
or  of  reducing  it  into  Salt-Petre  by  the  benefit  of  the 
Air ,  is  indeed  an  excellent  and  lingular  Artifice, 
which  rendereth  all  unprofitable  Wood  highly  profi¬ 
table  and  beneficial ;  yea,  thefe  are  Inventions  fo 
profitable,  as  the  like  hath  been  yet  publiflied  by  no 
man*  And  this  Invention  is  much  better  than  that 
of  reducing  Wood  into  Pot-a(bes,  in  which  all  the 
acid  juice  palling  away  in  fmoak,  wholly  perilheth, 
and  is  loll,  and  from  a  great  quantity  of  Wood  a 
very  few  allies  remain,  and  out  of  them  there  is  found 
but  a  little  Salt  (fcarcely  the  Tenth  Part)  fit  for  the 
fattening,  of  ground,  or  to  be  turned  into  Salt-Petre. 
For  it  is  not  the  alhes ,  but  the  fait  contained  in 
them,  that  ferves  to  both  thofe  purpofes.  There¬ 
fore  this  my  method  of  extracting  the  juice  of  wood, 
and  converting  it  into  a  good  fait,  is  far  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  making  of  Poballies  of  Wood.  Nor 
doth  this  prefs  ferve  only  for  the  prelTing  out  the 
juice  of  Wood,  where  Wood  is  plenty,  but  it  may 
be  alfo  ufed  with  great  profit  in  Moorilh  places 
where  Wood  is  wanting,  and  which  abound  with 
Turf,  which  may  be  ufed  inllead  of  Wood.  Forthe 
juice  of  Turf  is  equally  fit  with  the  juice  of  Wood 
lor  enriching  of  Land  ;  fo  that  no  Country  hath  caufe 
to  complain  that  the  Creator  of  all  things  hath  not 
plentifully  provided  it  with  fome  part  of  that 
Treafure.  Countries  that  lie  high  abound  with 
Wood,  and  the  low  afford  abundance  of  Turf 
Therefore,  as  in  Regions  of  an  higher  feituation,  an 
Unfpeakable  quantity  of  Wood  perilheth  by  putre- 
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faftion,  and  growing,  and  again  rotting,  ferveth  for 
no  ufe  or  benefit  *,  fo  alfo  it  is  in  places  lower  fei- 
tuated,  with  Turf,  in  which  very  often  vaflTraCls 
yield  not  the  leall  profit  to  any  man,  although  in 
their  inward  Penetrals  are  hidden  great  Treafures* 
Seeing  tlfac  it  is  fo  in  Moorilli  and  Marlhy  places, 
if  they  are  overgrown  with  Grafs,  and  Bealls  fhould 
be  fent  to  feed  upon  that  Grafs,  what  profit  will  thence 
accrue  to  men  ?  But  if  they  fhall  be  invironed  with  too 
much  wet  or  plafhinefs ,  (too  boggy)  fo  that  they 
are  impaflible  by  men,  they  are  of  no  utility  at  all. 

There  are  Marfhy  trafts  which  are  covered  over 
(or  fwerded  only  with  Mofs)  which  neither  afford 
Turf,  or  nourifhment  for  Cattel,  inafmuch  as  the 
growth  of  Grafs,  and  Turf  fit  for  burning,  is  hindred, 
either  by  too  much  Sand,  or  large  Mofs.  And  yet 
thofe  very  traCls  being  prelTed  by  Fire,  yield  a  fer¬ 
tile  juice,  by  which  the  neighbouring  Fields  (efpe- 
cially  the  Sandy)  may  be  rendered  fruitful-  For 
thofe  Moors  or  Marfhes  contain  nothing  but  that  fat- 
nefs  which  the  Rain-water  hath  colleded  from  the 
neighbouring,  high,  and  fandy  grounds,  and  walked 
down  with  itfelf  into  the  Valleys,  where  it  concre- 
teth  into  Mofs  3  whence  of  right  it  fhould  be  reflo- 
red  to  thofe  barren  fandy  grounds,  to  fatten  them* 
And  by  this  means  it  may  be  brought  to  pafs,  than 
great  fruitfulnefs  may  be  conferred  on  much  defert 
and  wafle  Land,  which  brings  no  profit  at  all  to  Man¬ 
kind.  What  I  fay,  is  agreeable  to  the  Truth  it  felf 
and  perhaps  in  Procefs  of  rime,  will  be  found  moft 
true,  and  come  into  ufe  in  very  many  places.  But 
at  this  time,  thefe  things  feem  to  Country-men,  meer 
Dreams,  and  far  exceed  the  Capacity  of  their  maul- 
ted  Brains.  But  as  every  fat  Marfli  is  able  to  fatten 
the  adjacent,  barren,  high,  fandy  grounds  ;  fo  the 
Ocean  is  the  Univerfal  Medicine,  and  nutriment  of 
all  high  and  barren  Regions,  through  which  it  paf- 
feth,  and  by  the  fait  contained  in  it,  bellows  upon 
them  fruitfulnefs.  Ftd.  Nat.  Salium.  ]  Whence 
the  incredible  Providence  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs 
manifeflly  appeareth ,  for  which  uncefTant  Thanks 
are  to  be  given  to  the  Almighty  by  all  men,  for  His 
Fatherly  Care,  and  great  benefits  never  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten.  But  how  the  Sea-falt  fatteneth,  and  maketh 
fruitful  fandy-ground,  which  is  deflitute  of  all  far- 
nefs,fhall  afterwards  be  exadly  demonflrated.  Here^ 
by  the  way,  in  the  Defeription  of  my  Prefs,  for  the 
preffmgof  wood,  I  was  willing  to  mention  this  thing. 
How  much  better  therefore  is  this  my  Art  and  In¬ 
vention  of  preferring  the  juice,  and  almofl  the  whole 
pofidns  or  weight  of  the  wood  (the  unprofitable 
Phlegm  only  excepted  )  in  that  tranfmutation,  than 
the  invention  of  reducing  it  to  Pot-afhes  ?  Foy  any 
man  of  linderflanding  may  eafily  fee.  That  in  that 
open  burning  of  the  wood  the  noble  Sulphur  is  con- 
fumed  by  the  Fire,  and  can  be  of  no  benefit.  But  if 
the  bufinefsmay  be  fo  ordered,  that  the  wood  fhall 
burn,  and  not  confumeit  felf  in  burning,  but  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  fulphureous  Salt,  it  will  be  a  thing  of 
great  moment.  He  that  knoweth  how  to  perform 
this,  hath  indeed  attained  the  fcope,  and  arrived  to 
the  defired  end.  Although  a  Coal  be  deprived  of  its 
juice,  neverthelefs  it  retains  almofl  the  lame  quanti¬ 
ty  that  the  wood  had,  whereof  it  was  made.  One 
pound  of  fuch  Coals  being  burnt,  fcarce  yields  an 
ounce  and  an  half  of  afhes ,  which  afhes  afford  but  a 
third  or  fourth  part  of  Salt,  fit  to  be  changed  iiito  Salt~ 
Petre,  or  to  fatten  the  Earth.  Therefore  it  is  no 
fmall  Art  topreferve  the  Sulphur  of  the  Coals  (whofc 
Virtues  are  greatj  and  to  convert  it  into  fo  noble  a 
Salt*  B  b  b  2  For 
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For  the  acid  joke  of  wood  teing  preffed  out,  and 
reduced  to  fweetnefs ,  will  effea  far  more  in  the 
manuring  and  fattening  of  Fields  than  ?ny  one  c^n 
eafily  believe.  Hereafter,  if  I  Hiall  fte  it  necelfary 
1  toll  poblilh  yet  more  and  greater  things  i  b™  1  toll 
vet  for  fome  time  fofpend  the  publication  of  theThird 
part  of  The  Pio/perity  of  Germany,  till  I  fee  how 
things  will  prove  being  aOured  that  my  Writings 
for  time  to  come  will  te  more  grateful ,  than  to 
this  prefent  Age.  I  will  now  enter  upon  the  de- 
fcription  and  ufe  of  the  Prefs  fo  often  mentioned,  for 
the  exprelTing  and  again  coagulating  the  juice  of 
Wood. 


Of  the  Figure^  Vfe,  andVtility  of  the  Prefs,  by  rvhofehelp 
the  Juice  is  plentifully  prejfed  out  of  Wood ,  without 
great  labour^ fit  for  the  making  o/Salt-Petre. 

The  Form  or  Figure» 

FIrfl:,  Let  a  round  Furnace  be  built  with  Bricks  of 
the  fame  form  with  that  in  the  firft  Figure,  no¬ 
ted  with  the  Letter  A.  It  mult  be  like  a  Glafs- 
raaker’s  Furnace,  large  at  the  bottom ,  and  rifing 
round  by  degrees  to  a  fmall  point  at  the  top  •,  in  the 
top  mult  be.a  round  hole,  opening  about  a  foot  broad, 
by  which  the  Wood  may  be  put  into  the  Furnace.  To 
the  hole  is  to  be  fitted  a  Cover  or  Stopper,  made  of 
the  fame  matter,  with  the  Bricks,  and  burnt  as  they 
are,  tofliutup  the  hole.  On  one  fide  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  Furnace,  is  to  be  a  door,  by -which  the 
Coals  may  be  taken  out.  On  the  other  fide  is  to  be 
a  little  hole,  to  which  an  earthen  Channel  or  Pipe 
of  about  three  or  four  cubits  long,  is  to  be  fitted,  in 
which  the  fmoak  or  fume  of  the  wood,  forced  out  by 
the  fire,  may  be  condenfed  into  an  acid  juice,  and  may 
deftilinto  a  wooden  Vefiel  or  Barrel,  which  is.to'  be 
fitted  to  the  Pipe  ,  to  receive  the dellilling  acid  juice. 
See  the  firft  Figure  noted  with »3.  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  T reatife. 

A  is  the  Furnace  or  Oisen  wherein  the  Wood  is  char'^d. 
B,  The  Cover  of  the  Furnace. 

C,  The  Door  at  which  the  Coals  are  taken  out. 

D,  The  Canes  or  Pipes  wherein  the  fap  or  juice  of  the 
Wood  is  condenfed,  and  from  thence  runs  into  the  Re¬ 
ceiver. 

E  is  the  Fejfel  or  Receiver  into  which  the  Vinegar  of 
Wood  runs. 

All  things  being  prepared  in  the 'manner  aforefaid, 
let  the  Furnace  be  filled  with  wood  up  to  the  top,  and 
if  the  wood  be  not  dry  enough,  intermix  with  it,  in 
the  putting  in  from  the  bottom  to  the  top,  fome  dry 
Shrubs  or  Buflies,  or  fmall  Faggot-fticks,  by  whofe 
help  the  wood  may  be  the  more  eafily  kindled.  Af¬ 
ter  the  wood  is  kindled,  and  burns  well,  the  hole  in 
the  top  of  the  Furnace  is  to  be  clofe  Ihut  with  its 
Stopper,  that  there  may  be  no  exit  for  the  fmoak,  but 
that  it  may  be  forced  to  defeend  and  feek  its  palTage 
through  the  lower  hole,  by  the  Channel  or  Pipe. 
Therefore  when  the  wood  begins  to  burn,  and  yet  can 
emit  no  flame,  the  heat  prefTeth  out  all  the  juice,  and 
forceth  it  into  the  pipe,  in  which,  from  the  fmoak,  it 
is  changed  into  an  acid  Juice  or  Liquor,  which  deftil- 
leth  by  the  Pipe  into  the  appointed  receiving  Barrel. 
All  the  wood  being  turned  into  Coals,  and  emitting  no 
more  fume,  the  whole  Furnace,  wherefoever  it  may 
admit  the  air*,  andalfo  the  hole  to  which  the  Pipe 
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is  fitted,  is  to  be  fmeared  over  with  wet  afhes ,  that 
the  Coals  in  the  Furnace  being  fuffocated  or  choaked, 
may  remain  entire.  The  Coals  being  taken  out, 
may.be  put  to  necefTary  ufes,  being  equal  in  goodnefs 
to  other  Charcoal  which  Colliers  make  in  Woods. 
NB.  I  would  have  this  underftood,  of  fuch  wood  as 
is  of  a  pretty  good  thicknefs,  and  fiiffers  its  felf  to  be 
reduced  into  Coals  j  for  if  you  call  into  the  Furnace 
Bullies  or  fmall  Brufhy  wood,  to  prefs  out  the  juice, 
you  will  obtain  only  a  Powder  of  Coals,  which  after 
the  juice  is  prefied  out,  is  to  be  left  in  the  Furnace 
open  (not  fmeared  over,  as  we  taught  above  j  till  it  . 
pafs  into  afhes,  which  is  required  for  the  coagulating 
the  exprefTed  juice  j  as  fhall  appear  by  and  by,  when 
we  come  to  fpeak  of  its  coagulation;  NB.  When 
you  have  no  occafion  for  Coals,  or  cannot  fell  them, 
it  is  necefTary ,  that  letting  the  Furnace  be  open,  you 
fuffer  them  to  burn  to  aflies.  If  this  operation  be  in- 
ftituted  in  a  place  where  there  are  ftones  fit  to  make 
Lime  of,  it  would  be  worth  the  while  to  fill  the  Fur¬ 
nace  with  a  layer  of  Wood,  and  another  of  Stones, 
from  the  bottom  to  the  top  ,  which  Chymifts  caU 
Stratum  juper  Stratum-,  and  after  the  juice  is  prefled 
out  to  open  the  Furnace,  that  the  wood  may  be  tur¬ 
ned  into  aflies, by  doing  of  which  at  the  fame  tinll  the 
ftones  will  be  calcined,  and  changed  into  Lime,  which 
beingexpofed  to  the  air,  (  yet  fo  that  the  Rain  cannot 
come  to  it)will  fall  to  pieces  into  a  fine  powder.  To  this 
Powder,  being  mixed  with  wood-  afhes,  the  acid  juice 
is  to  be  poured,  which  was  prefled  out  of  the  wood, 
that  thofe  two  contrary  natures  may  mutually  work 
upon  each  other,  and  well  unite  :  in  which  operation 
the  fliarp  fpirit  of  the  wood  lofeth  its  Acrimony,  and 
the  fixed  Salt  of  the  wood  and  ftones  is  altered ,  fo 
that  from  both  there  proceedeth  a  contrary  middle 
nature,  and  a  Tweeter  fait  *,  which  being  long  expofed 
to  the  air,  draweth'  from  thence  a  Life,  and  is 
tranfmuted  into  the  belt  Salt-Petre.  NB.  This  mix¬ 
ture  is  fo  to  be  expofed  to  the  air,  that  lying  under  a 
Covering  or  Roof,  and  being  open  on  the  fides,  it  may 
be  defended  from  the  Rain,  and  neverthelefs  attraft 
the  air.  If  it  fliall  be  dried  by  the  air,  it  muft  be  moi- 
ftened  again  with  the  Urine  of  Men  or  Beafts,  that  it 
may  never  be  throughly  dry.  If  thefe  things  be 
rightly  performed,  you  flial]  have  plenty  of  the  belt 
Salt-petre,  from  this  matter,  in  the  fpace  of  a  year 
and  an  half,  or  two  years  at  the  moft  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  extraded,  purified,  and  boiled  up,  Ihooteth  in¬ 
to  very  pure  Cryftals.  The  reft  ofthe  matterfaeing 
again  laid  in  its  former  place,  under  the  covering  or 
filed,  and  being  ordered  in-  the  fame  manner,  as  be¬ 
fore,  will  in  the  fpace  of  two  years  produce  new  Salt* 
Petre,  which  may  be  extrafted  and  boiled  op  as  be¬ 
fore  ;  for  that  mixture  ftill  remaineth  good,  provi¬ 
ded  it  be  moiftened  with  Urine  when  dry,  as  was 
faid.  NB.  He  that  defireth  to  acquire  Salt-petre 
fooner,  after  the  conjunction  of  the  acid  fpirit  with 
the  aflies,  and  the  precipitation  and  mortification  of 
both,  from  that  conjoined  matter,  by  the  pouring  on 
of  water,  he  may  extrad  and  boil  up  the  Salt,  and 
then  diflolve  the  Salt  in  Urine,  and  digeft  it  by  Circu¬ 
latory  Veflcls ;  by  which  means  he  may  obtain  the 
belt  falt-petre  in  the  fpace  of  one  year.  This  la¬ 
bour  of  preflirg  the  juice  out  of  Wood,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  making  Stones  into  Lime,  may  be  ufed 
in  all  thofe  Cities  and  Places  where  wood  and  ftones 
are  plenty.  But  if  this  operation  were  to  be  infti* 
tuted  in  a  Woed,  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  Fur¬ 
nace  built  with  ftone,  feeing  that  the  Pile  of  Wood 
might  be  covered  all  ever  with  green  Turfs,  after 
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the  fame  manner  which  Colliers  life  in  making  their 
Charcoal,  only  with  this  difference,  that  here  muff  be  a 
hole  in  the  fide,  to  which  the  ducff  or  pipe  is  to  be  ad¬ 
joined.  The  juice  being  preffed  out,  the  pile  or  Hack 
is  to  be  every  where  well  clofed,  that  the  Air  may 
have  no  paffage,  if  you  would  preferVe  the  Coals. 
All  being  cooled,  the  Coals  may  be  taken  out  and  fold, 
or  put  to  neceffary  ufes,  fo  that  the  expreffed  juice, 
which  being  received  in  no  Veffel,  would  have  va- 
niflied  in  fmoke,  plainly  cofts  nothing but  if  youdo 
not  defire  Coals,  let  them  be  burnt  into  allies,  that 
they  may  ferve  for  the  coagulating  the  fpirit  into 
fait  and  afterwards  by  the  help  of  the  air ,  in  a 
certain  fpace  of  time  tranfinute  it  into  good  Salt- 

Pctrc» 

NB.  It  is  here  alfo  to  be  noted,  that  the  exprelled 
juice  carries  along  with  it  a  (harp  hot  Oyl  of  a  dark 
reddilh  colour,  which  is  not  to  be  call:  away,  but  h 
to  be  poured  upon  the  Alhes  together  with»the  acid 
Spirit,  that  putrefying  with  the  Salts,  it  may  with 
the  reft  put  on  the  nature  of  Salt-petre.  But  he  that 
will  may  apply  the  fame  to  other  ufes  •,  forafmuch  as 
it  is  profitable  for  other  things.  Any  Wood  expo- 
fed  to  the  Rain,  or  ftanding  in  the  Water,  eafily  rot¬ 
ting,  being  anointed  with  this  Oyl,  will  be  preferved, 
fo  that  it  will  not  fo  eafily  rot,  feeing  that  the  water 
cannot  adhere  to  the  Wood,  but  is  forced  to  Aide  off, 
or  is  hindered  from  penetrating  the  Wood  •  Carters, 
or  Waggoners  may  ufe  the  fame  inftead  of  Greafe  to 
their  Wheels  and  Axle-trees,  efpecially  when  it  is  a 
little  thickened  with  Suet  or  Rofin.  But  the  beft  ufe 
of  it  that  I  yet  know  fif  you  except  Salt-petre)  is 
to  diffolve  and  boil  it  with  a  (harp  Lixivium  made  of 
Lime  and  Alhes,  by  which  it  becometh  a  very  hot 
and  penetrant  Soap,  procuring  fertility  if  a  j^or 
fandy  ground  be  fprinkled  with  the  fame  and  moiftem 
ed  :  For  it  rendereth  it  very  fruitful ;  which  thing  it 
doth  not  only  in  Fields,  but  alfo  in  Tiees  and  Vines, 
infojiiueh,  that  one  Tun  of  it  avails  more  in  the  faten- 
ing  of  Fields,  than  ten  Cart  Loads  of  Horfe-.dung  or 
Cow-dung:  And  a  Hoglhead,  or  Tun  of  this  Soap 
may  be  carried  into  Fields  and  Vineyards,  far  remote, 
more  eafily  than  ten  Loads  of  Dung,  which  is  carried 
to  Vineyards  fituate  in  Rocky  places  with  great  la¬ 
bour,  and  no  fmall  charge. 

N  B.  If  this  Soap  be  ufed  for  the  fattening  of  V  ines, 
too  much  of  it  is  not  to  be  ufed  at  a  time,  leaft  the 
Vines  grow  too  fat  and  luxuriant  ^  therefore  its  mo¬ 
derate  ufe  is  required,  which  needs  not  that  exadt* 
nefs  in  the  dunging.of  Arable  Land :  Although  in^ 
that  an  excefs  brings  damage,  and  indeed  it  is  the  ex: 
cefs  of  good  things  that  doth  harm-  A  Tree,  or 
Vine  being  made  too  fat  by  dunging,  grows  luxuriant, 
and  putteth  forth  more  fruit  than  it  can  bear  and 
bring  to  Maturity.  The  'A^ood  it  felf  becomes  too 
fatandfoft,  fo  that  in  the  Winter  it  is  eafily  injured 
by  the  cold.  Whence  in  all  things  a  Mediocrity  ought 
to  be  obferved.  This  Black  Soap  made  of  the  Oyl  of 
Wood^  is  truly  a  very  great  gift  of  God,  in  thofe 
places  where  Sand  renders  the  ground'barren.  Hence 
the  admirable  Wifdomof  our  Creator  appeareth,  as 
it  were  thus  fpeaking  to  us :  Te  rnde^and  unsktlfnl  men^ 
Ttvherefore  do  you  leave  this  place  uncultivated  ?  Becaufe 
you  cannot  foTP  it  with  any  kind  of  Grain ^  I  will  that  it 
flail  produce  wood^  and  afford  you  atnatter^  with  whicaj 
if  you  will,  you  may  render  it  fat.  For  it  isfufficiently 
known,  that  Animals,  and  V egetables  rotting,  dung 
the  earth,  and  render  it  fat  *,  which  thing  even  the 
Rufticks  have  now  learned,  that  they  do  the  fame 
without  putrefying  or  rotting,  when  they  cut  dow.a, 


and  burn  the  Trees  and  Bulhes,  which  had  grown  up 
in  the  Fields,  during  the  long  time  of  the  War,  and 
fpread  the  Alhes  on  the  ground,  by  which  it  is  fatncd. 
But  that  they  know  not  how  to  fave,  invert,  and  ufe 
with  the  Alhes  for  dunging,  the  acid  Spirit,  and  hot 
Oyl ,  which  vanilh  in  the  burning,  ought  to  feent 
ftran^e  to  none,  feeing  that  no  man  hath  hitherto  de¬ 
clared  it  to  them.  Neverthelefs,  I  perfwade  my  felf 
that  this  way  of  dunging  of  Land,  will  come  into  ufe, 
in  procefs  of  time,  but  1  believe  hot  quickly  f  here  in 
Germany2  by  reafon  of  that  great  quantity  of  grairi 
which  every  place  affofdeth  in  this  time  of  Peace.  But 
if  hereafter,  a  new  War  Ihould  happen  (which  God 
avert)  and  the  Fields  lllould  lie  many  years  untilled, 
through  the  want  of  Men,  Horfes,  and  other  neceffa* 
ries,  then  I  believe,  and  not  before,  this  neceffary 
Art  will  be  fought  after. 

But  what  other  things  the  faid  juice  of  Wood  is  a- 
ble  to  effedt,  we  cannot  here  declare,  by  reafon  of  our 
intended  brevity;  Yet  this  I  will  add,  that  if  this 
acid  Spirit  be  redified,  it  may  be  ufed  in  the  prepara* 
tion  of  good  Medicines,  in  Mechanick  Arts,  in  the 
making  of  many  fair  Colours,  fromtheextraftionof 
Metals,  Minerals,  and  Stones,  and  for  all  things  for. 
which  common  Vinegar  is  ufed  •,  yea,  far  more  com- 
modioufly,  becaufe  it  much  exceedeth  the  common 
Wine,  and  Beer  Vinegar  in  lharpnefs.  And  even  it 
felf  alone  is  a  Medicine  which  cureth  many  incurable 
Difeafes ;  being  mixed  with  warm  water,  and  ufed  in 
a  Bath  for  wafiiing  the  Body,  is  far  more  efficacious 
than  thofe  Baths  which  iffue  out  of  the  Earth  efpe¬ 
cially  in  all  Scabs,  in  Members  relaxed  by  the  French 
Pallie,  Paralyfis  Gallica  fil  fuppofe  he  means  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Lues]  in  Fiftulous  and  ftinking  Ulcers  in  the 
Legs  and  other  parts  of  the  Body .  Alfo  in  the  Gout, 
Stone,  Cramp,  Sciatica,  Palfie,  Difeafes  of  the 
Womb,  and  all  forts  of  ficknefs  otherwife  to  be  cu¬ 
red  by  the  help  of  Baths,  which  this  Vinegar  preffed 
out  of  Wood,  far  exceedeth  in  Salubrious  Ver¬ 


mes. 

The  fame  alfo  doth  the  hot  Oyl  which  is  expelled 
3y  expreffion  with  the  Spirit,  which  exerteth  won- 
lerful  Virtues  in  curing  thofe  Ulcers  and  external  af¬ 
fects.  For  which  certainly,  as  a  great  gift,  and  to 
De  eafily  found  in  all  places,  none  of  thofe  who  are 
Durdened  with  grievous  Difeafes,  can  render  fuffici- 
ent  thanks  to  the  Almighty  :  But  efpecially  the  Poor , 
who  have  not  Money  to  buy  Phyfick. 

NB.  Here  alfo  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  thofe 
who  ufe  the  Bath  tempered  with  the  juice  of  Wood, 
[hould  before  they  enter  into  it  drink  fome  fpoonfuls 
of  this  Vinegar.  For  this  Vinegar  by  penetrating  the 
whole  Body,  cafteth  out  all  things  fuperfluous  and 
noxious  to  nature  by  fweat,  and  openeth  all  Obftru- 
Uions  of  the  Liver,  Spleen,  and  Lungs  :  And  efpe¬ 
cially  when  the  Vinegar  is  elicited  from  a  Wood,  or 
Herb,  which  is  endowed  with  peculiar  Virtues  for  the 
eradicating  of  thofe  Difeafes.  As  for  Example  -  The 
acid  Spirit  of  the  Vine,  Beech,  Birch,  and  the  like, 
takethaway  the  Obftruftionsof  the  Internal  Bowels. 
That  of  the  Oak,  and  other  hard  Woods,  cureth 
the  Corruption  of  the  Blood,  and  all  Difeafes  pro¬ 
ceeding  thence,  as  the  Pox,  Leprofie,  external  Ul¬ 
cers  of  all  forts,  Scabs,  Fiftula,  and  al  open  Sores. 
Alfo  all  Contractures  or  Cramps,  Fallmg-ficknels, 
Apoplexy,  and  Palfie-  So  the  Vinegar  of  A(h, Cherry- 
tree,  Plumb-tree,  Sloe,  or  ^llace-tree  Medlar-tree, 
Arbute-tree,  and  the  like  Trees,  which  bear  Fruits 
having  Stones  or  Kernels  cure  the  Gout,  and  the 
Stone  of  the  Reins  and  Bladder.  That  of  Balfamick 
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Herbs,  asSt- Wort,  Sage,  P^wi’s  Betony,  or 
Fleuellin»  Sanicle,  Betony>  Lung-wort,  Liver-wort, 
Saxifrage,  and  other  like,  caketh  away  the  internal 
Hurts  of  the  Liver  and  Lungs,  and  all  inward  afFedts 
arifing  from  Blows,  Falls,  So  efficacious  a  Me¬ 
dicine  is  this  juice  of  Wood,that  the  molt  coftly  Gale= 
nical  Compolitions  are  forced  to  give  it  place.  In  ma-- 
king  the  Bath  one  Pound  of  the  acid  Spirit  is  to  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  ten  pints  of  water,  and  this  quantity  to  be  aug= 
mented,  ordiminilhed,  according  to  the  condition  of 
the  Patient  and  the  Difeafe- 

Before  the  ufe  of  the  Bath,  forae  drops  of  theOyl 
may  be  adjoined  to  the  fpoonfulls  of  Spirit,  which  fo 
fortifieth  the  Spirit,  that  it  more  readily  penetrateth 
the  body,  more  forcibly  accofteth  the  Difeafe,  and 
the  fooner  expelleth  it.  In  Gouty  Pains,  and  in  the 
ftone  of  the  Kidneys,  the  fame  Oyl  being  rubbed  up¬ 
on  the  part  with  the  Spirit,  gives  a  relief  not  to  be 
contemned.  In  brief,  this  juice  of  Woods  and  Herbs,, 
if  it  be  duly  prepared  and  ufed,  is  able  to  fhame  and 
confound  all  the  Apothecaries  Shops  of  Galenical  Me¬ 
dicines,  notwithftanding  their  proud  Furniture  of 
Painted  and  Gilded  Glaffes  and  Boxes. 

And  I  do  not  doubt  but  in  procefs  of  time,  that 
Phyficians  out  of  a  good  Confcience,will  explode  thofe 
unprofitable  Codions,  and  in  their  room  inftitute  bet¬ 
ter  preparations,  that  God  may  have  his  due  praife, 
and  the  miferies  of  the  lick  receive  fuccour. 

For  although  this  acid  water  doth  not  contain  the 
Virtues  of  the  whole  Herb,  neverthelefs  it  is  to  be 
reputed  and  ufed  as  an  efficacious  water  of  Herbs,  in 
Medicine,  feeing  that  that  which  is  ufed  in  the  Shops 
hath  very  little  virtue, as  daily  experience  witnelleth : 
It  being  nothing  but  the  pure  Phlegm  of  the  Herb,  the 
chief  Virtues  and  Elfence  of  the  Herb  remaining  in 
the  fiippofed  fceces,  although  the  water  hath  carried 
along  with  it  fomething  of  the  Smell  and  Tafte-Look 
upon  any  dry  Herb,  which  the  heat  of  the  Sun  or  Air 
hath  deprived  of  all  its  Phlegm  and  Humidity,  and 
fee  whether  it  be  alfo  deprived  of  its  Smell,  Tafte, 
and  Efficacy.  And  although  in  length  of  time  it  will 
lofe  all  its  Tafte  and  Smell,  neverthelefs  its  chief 
Virtues  yet  lie  hid  in  it.  Yea,  although  its  acetum  , 
be  drawn  from  it  by  diftillation,  that  an  unskilful  man 
would  think  that  there  remained  no  virtue  at  all  in 
the  remaining  black  Coals  of  Wood  or  Herbs,  yet  the 
moft  efficacious  V  irtues  yet  lie  hid  in  the  beft  Sulphur 
and  Salt.  And  that  great  Virtue  doth  yet  remain  in 
the  Coals,  is  not  unknown  to  Rufticks,  who  in  the 
Winter  burn  them  to  warm  themfelves,  and  boil  their 
food,  which  thing  they  could  never  do  by  the  P  hlegm 
feparated  by  diftillation.  Thofe  black  and  con-, 
temptible  Coals  are  of  fo  great  vertue,  that  they  e- 
mulate  the  powers  and  properties  of  the  moft  Noble 
Creature  the  Sun,  for  which  caufe  they  merit  the 
name  of  Terreftrial  Suns.  For  whatfoever  the  Aftral 
and  Sydereal  Sun  effiefteth  in  the  fuperiour  Firma¬ 
ment,  the  fame  doth  the  Terreftrial  Suns,  viz..  Coals, 
which  are  its  Vicars,  alfo  effecft.  The  fuperiour  rem 
dereth  all  things  partakers  of  Life  and  Growth,  the 
fame  doth  alfo  the  inferiour  Suns.  In  the  Winter  time 
when  the  Sun  is  far  diftant  from  us,  all  the  Vegetables 
of  the  Earth  are  as  it  were  dead:  In  the  Spring  upon 
his  return,  all  things  revive,  grow,  move,  increafe, 
and  are  nourifhed. 

, Infers  themfelves  which  have  hid  themfelves  in 
Holes  and  Caverns  of  the  Earth  to  fly  from  Cold, 
and  have  lain  as  dead,  do  again  come  forth  into  the 
light.  All  which  effefls  are  produced  by  the  fuperi¬ 
our  Sun.  The  fame  things  alfo  the  inferiour  Sun  can 


effedl.  For  when  Flies,  Spiders,  and  other  like  In¬ 
fers  in  any  Parlour  or  Chamber,  to  Ihun  the  cold,  be^ 
take  themfelves  to  Holes  and  Chinks,  and  there  lie  as 
it  were  dead  the  firft  heat  they  perceive  by  the  ma¬ 
king  of  a  fire  in  that  room,  recover  their  former  life, 
and  again  creep  out  of  their  liiding  places,  as  upon 
the  Suns  approaching  us  in  the  Spring.  Yea,  if  in 
fuch  a  Room  made  hot,  there  had  been  before  repofi- 
ted  great  Infedts,  as  Frogs,  Snakes,  Lizards,  and  the 
like,  as  alfo  Herbs  killed  by  the  cold,  they  would  re= 
vive,  recover  ftrength  and  grow  equally  as  if  they 
had  been  illuftrated  by  the  Rays  of  the  great  Ele¬ 
mentary  Sun.  Therefore  if  this  Contemptible  Coal, 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  unskilful  is  deprived  of 
all  its  Juice  and  Virtue,  can  perform  thefe  things  ; 
what  a  Medicine  think  you  may  be  prepared  by  the  ' 
help  of  Art  of  fuch  a  Coal? 

But  fome  Putatious  Phyfician  may  here  ask ;  who 
can  prepare  any  Medicine  from  fo  dry  and  inlipid  a 
Coal  ?  It  can  neither  be  dilfolved  by  the  ftrongelt 
Corrofive  Liquor,  nor  by  the  moft  intenfe  fire,  if  no 
air  come  to  it :  of  which,  if  the  leaft  Portion  fhall 
touch  it,  it  prefently  conceiveth  flame,  and  is  confu- 
med,  fo  that  nothing  of  it  remains  but  a  few  afties 
mixt  with  a  little  Salt.  And  thofe  Virtues  which  re- 
frelh  all  things  living,  and  revive  the  dead,  allpe- 
rilh  by  Combuftion,  and  vanifli  in  fraoak,which could 
they  betaken  and  preferved, might  doubtlefs  afford  a 
Medicine  of  great  moment.  To  this  1  anfwer :  where¬ 
fore  cannot  fo  great  an  efficacy  be  preferved,  and  u- 
fed  for  the  making  of  a  good  Medicine,  before  that 
it  vanilheth  by  burning,and  flieth  into  the  air  ?  What¬ 
foever  Philofopher  is  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  effe- 
fling  this,  truly  he  is  a  weak  Philofopher,  whoought 
to  bluff]  in  that  he  letteth  himlelf  before  others,  and 
contemneth  them  who  exceed  himfelf  in  Learning 
and  Science.  He  that  knoweth  not  howtouleany 
palpable  and  coagulated  matter,  before  it  be  confu- 
med  by  burning,  and  vanilheth  away,  by  what  means 
will  he  elicit  the  fame  out  of  its  Chaos,  and  con¬ 
centrate  it  ?  But  that  the  way  of  freeing  this  Noble 
Sulphur  from  its  Bonds  and  Keepers,  is  not  known  to 
every  one,  is  no  wonder.  For  it  will  not  come  at  e- 
very  call.  Of  all  the  Philofophers,  there  is  none  who 
more  clearly  and  openly  teacheth  by  what  means  it 
may  be  delivered  from  its  Bonds,  than  Smdivogins.^ 
who  exprelly  faith,  That  this  Stdphur  lies  hid  and  is 
held  Captive  in  an  oh  [cure  or  dark^pTiJon.^^  andktpt  hy 
veryftrongkeepers.  But  that  Salt  only  tn  the  confli d  or 
him  a  deadly  ■wound..  No  Man  hath  fpoken 
more  clearly  than  this  worthy  Author.  Therefore 
he  that  knoweth  not  how  to  extricate  that  Vital  vir¬ 
tue  from  its  bonds,  and  how  to  ufe  it  in  Medicine,  let 
him  read  the  above  cited  Sandivogius.)  who  will  clear¬ 
ly  inftru(ft  him.  If  he  cannot  learn  of  him,  there  is 
no  reafon  why  any  one  ffiould  labour  to  help  him. 

I  will  propofe  the  matter  by  a  fimilitude  ;  a  Man 
is  compounded  of  three  things,  viz..  Body,  Soul,  and 
Spirit ;  The  Body  is  vifible,  immoveable,  grofs,  ear¬ 
thy,  and  corruptible :  The  Spirit  is  invifible,  movable, 
living,  and  neverthelefs  mortal  ^  But  the  Soul  of  Man, 
which  is  his  moft  noble  part,  is  immortal. 

In  like  manner,  there  is  alfo  a  certain  .>4mma  or  Vi¬ 
tal  principle  in  Vegetables  and  Minerals,  although 
there  are  few  who  know  how  to  extraft  it.  There¬ 
fore  as  in  Man  the  Soul  is  the  moft  noble  part;  to 
which  the  Spirit  is  inferiour,  and  the  Body  the  lowelfc 
or  vileft  ^  Ibitis  alfo  with  Vegetables  and  Minerals. 
To  acquire  the  .Anima  or  Vital  Principle  of  any  Vege¬ 
table  or  Mineral,  that  fixed  and  conftant  a  is  to 

be 
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be  feparated  by  the  help  of  Artjfrom  the  grofs, unpro¬ 
fitable,  and  dead  body.  For  as  long  as  the  grofs  body 
adhereth  to  this  noble  Principle,  fo  long  it  cannot 
move  it  felf  in  a  due  manner,  nor  demonftrate  its^  no¬ 
bility,  but  is  held  Captive  by  its  grofs  body,  till  it  be 
fet  at  liberty,  by  fome  body  who  knows  how  to  dif- 
folve  its  bonds.  Being  freed  from  its  bonds,  and  the 
grofs  body  laid  afide,  it  can  prefently  exert  its  power. 
Therefore  let  this  be  the  principal  care  of  Phyllcians, 
that  inftead  of  a  body  dead,  and  deftitute  of  Virtue, 
they  labour  to  attain  the  fixed  and  living  Anima  of 
Vegetables,  that  ufing  that  in  the  cure  ofdifeafesthey 
may  perform  far  greater  things  than  now  they  do.  ^ 

1  have  here  inferted  this  difcourfe,  only  for  this 
caufe,  that  I  might  Ihew  that  a  whole  or  intire  body  is 
of  very  little  moment,  and  that  that  thing  whereby 
any  Good  is  to  be  effedted  in  Medicine,  is  to  be  found 
only  in  the  raoft  noble  part,  to  wit,  the  Anima. ^ 

And  even,  as  in  Minerals,  befides  a  fixed  and  incom-- 
buftible  Sulphur,  there  is  alfo  found  another,  combu- 
ftible  and  fugacious :  fo  alfo  there  is  found  a  twofold 
Sulphur  in  Vegetables,  in  the  deflilling  of  which,  by  a 
Retort,  an  Oil  is  expelled,  together  with  the  acid  Spi¬ 
rit  and  Phlegm,  which  indeed  hath  its  virtues,  but  can 
in  no  wHe  perform  thofe  things  which  that  part  re¬ 
maining  in  the  black  Coals  is  wont  to  effea:.  For  by 
how  much  a  Medicine  fhall  be  more  fixed  and  conftant, 
by  fo  much  the  more  do  they  enter  and  encounter  long 
and  fixed  difeafes ;  fo  on  the  contrary,  fugacious  me¬ 
dicines  are  found  lefs  efficacious  in  eradicating  the 

fame.  . 

What  I  have  faid  concerning  Vegetables,  vjz..  That 
there  is  in  them  a  volatile  and  fugacious  fpirit,  and  a 
conftant  fixed  Anima  \  the  fame  is  alfo  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  Minerals,  which  befides  a  combuflible  Sul¬ 
phur,  polfefs  alfo  a  fixed  and  conftant  Anima. 

But  whofoever  knoweth  how  to  conjoin  the  Anima 
of  Vegetables  with  the  Anima  of  Minerals ,  hath  ob¬ 
tained  a  Medicine  which  is  able,  after^  a  wonderful 
manner,  to  corroborate  the  Vital  Spirit  in  Man.  For 
the  Anima  of  Vegetables  and  Minerals,  are  the  Rays 
of  the  Sun  coagulated,  which  neceffiarily  contain  a  vi= 
vifying  or  enlivening  power,  feeing  that  the  fun  ma- 
jketh  all  things  partakers  of  Life- 

And  a  man,  if  he  only  beholds  the  fun,  or  its  Vicar 
the  fire,  the  earthly  fun,  although  he  be  in  fome  very 
deep  and  cold  place  under  ground,  where  he  cannot 
feel  its  warming  and  enlivening  power  ^  yet  he  lhall 
perceive  his  Heart  to  be  recreated  and  ftrengthened 
by  the  bare  afpedl  of  it :  But  how  much  greater  a  re¬ 
creation  and  corroboration  would  he  perceive,  if  he 
fhould  take  the  Anima  of  W  ine,  or  of  fome  other  Herb 
conjoined  with  the  Anima  of  Gold,  for  the  curing  of 
his  body,  with  both  which  it  hath  a  great  familiarity, 
for  like  rejoiceth  in  like,  and  defireth  to  be  joined  to 
it :  And  therefore  it  ought  to  feem  ftrange  to  no  man, 
that  I  allert,  the  hamidam  radicals  of  the  humane  body 
may  be  augmented  by  the  Anima  of  Vegetables  and  of 
Gold  :  For  the  of  Vegetables  is  nothing  elfe 

but  an  eflential  univerfal  fait,  which  is  found  in  all 
things. 

Seeing  therefore  that  Philofophers  confefs,  that 
the  rednefs  of  gold  and  whitenefs  of  filver  may  be 
encrcafed  by  its  own  univerfal  fait,  it  is  reafonable  for 
us  to  acquiefs  in  the  fame  opinion,  and  to  maintain  it 
again  ft  thofe  that  erre.  A  vifible  and  palpable  de- 
monftration  istobe  credited.  Neverthelels  I  eafily 
perfwade  my  felf,  that  this  difcourfe  of  mine  will  not 
be  credited  by  many,  which  I  cannot  help.  It  conten- 
teth  me,  that  I  have  written  the  Truth,  and  lighted  a 
Candle  to  my  Neighbour. 


After  one  and  the  fame  manner,  of  Wood  of  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  worth,  I  have  (liewed  the  making  of  Saht 
petre ,  fox  Sonldiers^  Gardeners.,  Vintners^  and  Hashand- 
men^  fit  for  the  dunging  of  Orchards,  Vineyards, 
Fields,  and  Meadows ;  of  commodious  Baths,  for  the 
Sick  j  of  a  good  Vinegar  for  Chymifts  and  Apothe¬ 
caries,  neceffary  for  many  extradions.  It  now  re¬ 
mains,  that  I  alfo  offer  a  Gift  to  the  Owners  ofMe- 
tallick  Mines.  If  they  fhall  humedt  or  moiften  the 
Calx  'viva-t  or  Lime  made  of  ftones,in  the  Prefs,  as  we 
have  taught,  with  the  Acetum  or  Vinegar  of  Wood, 
theyfliall  obtain  a  cheap  Flux,  by  which  thofe  hard 
and  untradtable  Hones  digged  out  of  metallick  Veins, 
may  eafily  be  melted  ;  for  the  acid  fpirit  of  Wood  is 
fixed  by  the  Lime,  and  converted  into  a  fait,  caufing 
an  eafie  Flux.  Neverthelefs,  this  fait  will  be  of  grea¬ 
ter  profit  to  Husband-men,  for  the  dunging  and  fat¬ 
tening  their  Fields  (  for  whofe  fake  I  alfo  deferibeit) 
than  in  the  melting  of  Mineral  bodies.  Phyficians 
may  ufe  the  noble  and  efficacious  juice  of  Wood,  for 
the  happy  cure  of  many  incurable  difeafes,  and  to 
their  own  honour  and  profit.  This  Vinegar  of  Wood 
being  expofed  in  Hogfheads  to  the  cold  in  Winter, 
that  it  may  be  frozen  to  Ice, the  Phlegm  only  freezeth, 
but  the  ffiarp  fpirit,  with  the  Oil,  is  not  turned  into 
Ice,  but  remaineth  in  the  middle  of  the  Hogffiead  fo 
lharp,  that  it  corrodeth  metals  like  Aqua- fortis.  If 
Princes  and  Great  men  would  be  pleafed  to  take  care 
that  the  W'ood  in  their  Dominions  ( otherwife  rotting 
in  the  Woods)  might  be  turned  into  they 

would  do  well,  and  it  would  not  repent  them  of 
their  labour,  feeing  there  is  a  time  at  hand,  in  which 
Salt- Petre  will  be  much  wanted. 

There  is  yet  another  fecret,  which  for  the  fake  of 
Country-men  I  ought  to  difeover,  which  will  yield 
them  no  fmall  profit  i  which  is  this :  If  Hop- poles  be 
burnt  at  the  ends  which  are  to  go  into  the  Earth,  and 
thofe  burnt  ends  dipt  in  the  Oil  of  Wood,  that  they 
may  imbibe  or  fuck  in  that  fatnefs ,  and  afterwards 
fet  into  the  earth,  they  admit  no  humidity  or  moifture, 
which  otherwife  they  are  wont  to  do,  being  every 
year  diminifhed  in  that  part  which  ftandeth  in  the 
earth.  It  alfo  cometh  to  pafs,  that  they  communicate 
their  fatnefs  to  the  vines  and  ftalks  of  the  Hops  to 
which  they  are  joined,  and  render  them  more  fat  and 
fruitful,  by  this  means  affording  a  twofold  profit,  firfl: 
in  preferving  the  Hop- poles  from  rotting  a  longer 
time  than  they  are  wont  to  laft.  The  other  is.  That 
the  Roots  of  the  Vines  and  Hops,  drawing  fatnefs  and 
nourifhment  from  the  bottoms  of  the  poles  grow  the 
fafter,  and  are  more  fruitful.  Moreover,  thofe  ends 
of  the  poles,  in  length  of  time  growing  rotten,  yet 
there  isQolofsof  the  Oil,  butftill  the  fame  profit  re^ 
maineth,  feeing  that  thofe  rotten  ends  of  the  poles 
being  taken  up  and  planted  again  in  the  earth  with 
the  Roots  of  Hops,  they  will  afford  them  nourifhment 
for  fome  years,  better  than  if  they  had  been  dunged 
with  dung.  In  like  manner,  by  the  help  of  this  Oil 
of  Wood,  ftrong  and  durable  quick-hedges  m^y  be 
made  for  the  fencing  in  of  Vineyards,Orchards,  Gar¬ 
dens,  and  Hop-yards,  by  which  Beafts  and  Thieves 
may  be  kept  out.  For  this  purpofethe  lharp  end  of 
the  Hakes  fit  for  the  Hedges,  are  to  be  put  into  the 
Fire  till  they  grow  black,  and  then  whilft  they  are  hot, 
be  dipped  into  the  Oil,  that  they  may  well  imbibe  the 

\Vith  thefe,  being  drove  into  the  ground  after  the 
ufual  manner,  an  Hedge  may  be  made  by  planting  a 
young  ffioot  or  let  of  Thorn,  Crab-tree,  &c,  all  along 
between  the  Stakes,  Thofe  fets  or  fprigs,  which 

C  c  c  2  other- 
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otherwife,  growing  but  ^J[J[c£efs  ^ thdr 

rhev  come  to  a  requifite  height  ana  thicKneis,  cneir 

roots  now  obtaining  facnefs  and  nounftment  from 
this  Oil,  arrive  to  maturity  in  lefs  than  half  the  ufual 
time  and  become  a  thick  and  ftrong  Quick-hedge  be¬ 
fore  the  Stakes  are  rotten.  Moreover,  there  is  no 
daneer  of  wild  Bealls  coming  into  thofe  places  where 
the  Hedac  Hakes  are  imbrewed  with  this  Oib  feeing 

that  wild  Bealls  fliun  all  llrong  odours,  and  da^  not 
anoroach  them-  If  you  fhall  imbibe  Hempen-Cords, 
or  fuch  as  are  made  of  the  Bark  of  Trees  twilled  to= 
eether  with  Grafs,  with  the  faid  Oil,  and  then  bind 
them  about  Fruit-trees,  it  will  hinder  the  creeping 
up  of  Spiders,  Ants,  orPifmires,  Palmer  or  Canker- 
Worms,  and  other  the  like  Infedts,  which  are  wont 
to  damnific  Fruit ;  inafmuch  as  thofe  Infe(fls  plainly 
abhor  fuch  hot  O  ils.  By  this  means  alfo  may  Rats  and 
Mice  be  hindered  from  creeping  ay  HoveRpoJts,and  devoa- 
rlncr  the  Gram, 

There  is  yet  another  manner  of  promoting  the  dun-- 
ging  of  Fields,  and  the  happy  growth  of  Seeds,  and 
not  «nly  thofe  Fields  which  are  lean  andfandy,  to 
which  Cow-dung  may  be  ufed,  but  alfo  thofe  which 
are  hard  and  craggy,  in  which  neither  fand  nor  any 
dull  of  Earth  is  found.  .  , 

But  in  making  manifell  this  Artifice  to  the  whole 
World,  my  intention  is  not  that  the  World  fiiould 
thereby  be  inriched  with  great  profit,  as  I  have  en-- 
deavoured  by  defcribing  the  manner  of  Dunging  poor 
Sandy  Land,  by  the  acid  iuice  of  Wood.  My  Scope 
or  end  is  only  this,  That  every  man  may  fee  and  con= 
fider  how  many  wonderful  things  may  be  effedled  with 
wood  and  fhrubs,  which  are  every  where  found  in 
great  quantity,  and  neverthelefs  are  of  no  ufe  or 

profit-  .  . 

Who  would  credit  any  man,  affirming,  that  it 
might  be  effecfted,  that  not  only  Grain,  but  all  forts 
of  Trees,  and  excellent  Vines  ffiould  grow  in  any  hard 
and  naked  Rock,  without  the  addition  of  any  Earth 
or  Dung  ?  Truly,  1  believe  that  there  is  no  man  in 
the  World,  to  whom  this  will  feem  likely-  This 
will  more  amaze  Varnner-y  with  his  whole  Crew,  tipn 
my  Miracalasn  Mandi  did.  Yet  becaufe  the  thing 
may  be  done,  I  cannot  forbear  to  divulge  the  Artifice, 
only  to  this  end,  that  I  may  fubjeft  the  Divine  Won¬ 
ders  to  the  eyes  of  the  blinded  World.  But  yet  it 
cannot  be ,  but  that  it  will  be  profitable  in  many 
places,  in  thofe  efpecially  which  lie  near  Rivers,  and 
afford  Wine  \  fuch  are  thofe  which  lie  upon  the 
Mcene-,  Mofell,^  Neckevj  Rhine^  Danabcj  and  other  the 
like  P,.ivers,  where  great  and  craggy  Mountains  fre¬ 
quently  occurr  ;  in  which  having  the  heat  of  the 
Sun  all  the  day.  Vines  might  be  commodioully  plan¬ 
ted,  if  Earth  and  Dung  could  be  carried  thither. 
Certainly  Vines  grow  no  where  better  than  in  Rocks 
and  Craggs,  into  whofe  clefts  and  cracks  they  infi- 
nuate  their  roots,  that  they  may  thence  attrafl  to 
themfelves  nourilhment,  which  few  other  Plants  are 
wont  to  do  :  And  becaufe  for  the  moll  part  much 
Wood  grows  about  fuch  Rocks,  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  prefs  out  its  juice,  by  which  the  hard[Rocks 
might  be  reduced  into  a  fofc  Dull,  fit  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  Vines,  which  might  be  performed  by  this 
operation  •,  which  neverthelefs  would  not  be  neceffa- 
ry  to  undertake,  but  for  the  manifellingofthe  won¬ 
ders  of  God  to  the  unskilful,  and  file  wing  that  fuch 
things  may  be  done.  If  any  defireth  to  plant  in  a 
place  of  this  fort,  in  which  Vines  or  Trees  growing 
freely  in  rocky  and  Itony  places,  as  Cherry-trees, 


Plumb-trees,  Service--trees,  and  others,  bearing  Fruits 
which  have  Stones  •,  at  the  beginning,  a  little  hole  is 
to  be  cut  in  the  Rock  by  the  h^elp  of  Mafons  Tools, 
which  is  to  be  filled  with  the  Vinegar  of  Wood ; 
which  being  done,  the  hole  is  to  be  covered  to  keep  off 
the  Rain.  After  fome  daies ,  let  him  fee  whether 
the  Vinegar  hath  infinuated  it  felf  into  the  Rock,  and 
again  fill  up  the  hole  with  frelh  Vinegar,  and  cover  it 
with  a  Stone,  as  before.  And  this  Labour  is  to  be 
repeated  in  the  Summer  time  fo  often,  till  the  Rock 
hath  drunk  up  much  Vinegar,  and  be  thereby  fo  foft- 
ned  for  the  fpace  of  an  Ell  in  length,  breadth,  and 
depth,  that  it  may  be  eafily  dug  up  with  a  Iharp  In« 
Ilrument,  and  become  a  great  hole  }  the  matter  dig¬ 
ged  out  is  again  to  be  call  into  the  hole,  and  to  be 
again  filled  with  the  Vinegar  of  Wood,  and  covered 
with  Hones,  and  fo  left  till  all  the  rftatter  grows  fo 
foft,  that  it  may  be  crumbled  to  pieces  with  the  fin¬ 
gers.  And  in  the when  Trees  have  loft 
their  Leaves,  or  in  the  Springs  before  the  Leaves 
come  forth,  “viz..  in  the  Month  of  March^Vinesov. 
Trees  are  to  be  planted  in  the  matter  contained  in 
the  hole,  and  the  matter  to  be  trampled  clofe  down 
about  their  Roots,  then  all  to  be  wetted  by  the 
pouring  on  of  Water,  and  the  event  to  be  commit¬ 
ted  to  God.  So  the  Vines  or  Trees  grow  as  well 
as  if  they  had  been  planted  in  other  manured  ground- 
The  reafon  is  this  ;  Becaufe  the  Rocks  confilting  not 
of  Sand,  but  of  Hones,  fit  for  the  making  of  Lime, 
do  contain  much  Salt-Petre^  as  alfo  the  acid  juice' 
of  Wood,  partaketh  of  the  fame  nature,  this,  bj 
corroding  the  Rock,  diffolveth  the  Salt-Petre  in  the 
Hone,  and  fettetb  it  free,  and  at  the  fame  time  lofeth 
its  own  corrofive  Acrimony,  fo  that  it  cannot  hurt 
the  Roots  of  Vegetables,  but  is  like  to  Cow-dung  or'^ 
rather  better ,  for  it  fatteneth  and  nourilheth  the 
Roots  better-  Therefore  a  Tree  or  Vine  planted' 
after  this  manner  in  a  Rock,  if  it  lhall  once  put 
forth ,  afterwards  dieth  not,  but  the  Roots  infinua- 
ting  themfelves  into  the  Clefts  of  the  Rock ,  feek' 
their  own  nourilhment.  Neverthelefs  every  Winter 
when  the  Leaves  are  fallen  off,  fome  of  that  acid  juice’ 
is  to  be  poured  to  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree  or  Vine,, 
that  during  the  Winter,  it  may  again  foften  fome 
Portion  of  the  Hone,  which  will  afford  new  matter 
of  nourilhment  to  the  Roots.  And  by  thus  affufing 
of  frefli  juice  every  year,  there  will  be  no  need 
of  Earth  or  Dung ,  feeing  that  the  Stone  is' 
changed  into  earth  and  dung  by  the  juice  of  the, 
wood. 

Although  this  Arcanam  will  feem  a  thing  impofliblc 
to  many,  yet  it  is  moH  true,  of  which,  if  any  will 
make  trial,  he  may  eafily  do  it  in  this  manner: 
Let  him  get  a  Hone  which  doth  not  conllH  of  fand, 
but  of  fuch  of  which  Lime  is  made,  which  being  ex^. 
pofed  to  the  Sun,  let  him  pour  upon  it  the  acid  Li¬ 
quor  of  Wood  which  when  the  Hone  lhall  have  well 
imbibed  or  drank  in,  let  him  pour  on  more,  and  re¬ 
peat  this  labour  fo  often,  till  the  Hone  be  rendered 
fo  fofc,  as  it  may  be  rubbed  to  powder  between  the 
fingers.  In  this  matter,  rubbed  or  ground  fmall,  let 
him  fow  any  Seed,  which  will  fprout  forth  thence,' 
as  if  it  had  been  fowed  in  any  good  earth  :  The 
reafon  we  have  already  declared,  viz.,  becaufe  the^ 
Hone  is  converted  into  earth,  having  its  own  Salt-. 
Petre,  or  proper  Dung  in  it  felf,  and  moreover,  chan¬ 
ging  the  juice  of  wood  into  Salt.petre.  He  who 
rightly  underHandeth  and  followeth  my  Dodtrine, 
and  lhall  fee  about  the  Work  with  diligence  ,  will 
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without  doubt  attain  his  end.  But  if  he  tries,  with 
a  Sandy  ftone,  he  will  effect  nothing.  For  ftones  ot 
this  fort  want  a  nourifhing  Salt,  and  they  wholly  re¬ 
fute  folution  by  the  Liquor  of  Wood,{fo  far  are  they 
from  imbibing,  coagulating,  and  changing  it  into  a 
Dungy  Salt.  But  after  the  following  manner  any 

one  may  prove,  that  natural  Salt- Petre  may  be  made 
of  the  ftones  of  which  Lime  is  made,  and  the  juice  or 
Wood.  Let  him  take  fome  pieces  of  this  lore  ot 
Lime-ftone,  not  yet  burnt  (for  when  burnt,  it  is  much 
more  facile,  as  I  have  taught)  and  immerge  or  dip 
them  all  over  in  the  Vinegar  of  Wood,  and  dry  them 
I  in  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  or  fome  other  warm  place,  and 

I  let  him  repeat  this  labour  fo  often  until  they  be  fo  loft 

I  that  they  may  be  rubbed  or  ground  to  pieces  like 

i  Earth.  From  this  ground  raatter_  extraft  the  Salt 

'  with  Rain-water,  which  will  be  plainly  like  to  Salt- 

!  Petre.  So  of  the  Stone  is  made  Earth  ■,  of  the  Salt  or 

that  Stone,  and  the  Vinegar  of  Wood,  Salt- Petre;  or 

1  a  fait  equally  ferving  with  the  Dung  of  Cows  or  Sheep, 

j  for  the  dunging  of  all  Vegetables.  ,  _  , .  . 

Neverthelefs  we  have  not  written  thefe  things  to 
that  end,  as  if  it  were  neceffary  to  plant  Rocks  with 
Vines  by  the  help  of  the  Vinegar  of  Wood.  Our 
purpole  is  only  to  fet  forth  how  the  great  efficacy  of 
the  juice  ofWood  may  be  known,and  how  by  its  help, 
fertility  may  be  procured  even  to  the  hardeft  Rocks, 
w'hich  being  hitherto  unknown  and  unheard  of ,  my 
diligent  fearch  and  enquiry  hath  now  brought  to  light. 
Let  it  not  feem  abfurd  to  any,  that  I  aferibe  fo  great 
power  to  theVinegar  of  Wood ',  for  common  Vinegar 
doth  the  fame  thing  in  foftening  of  hard  Rocks :  Why 
then  (hould  not  this  acid  juice  of  Wood  do  it,  which 
far  exceeds  the  common  in  ftrength  and  ftiarpnefs . 
It  is  laid,  that  Hannibal  made  a  palTage  through  the 
^Ips,  for  himfelf  and  his  Army,  foftening  the  Rocks 
by  the  benefit  of  Vinegar  ;  what  Vinegar  that  was, 
Hiftories  do  not  mention-  Perhaps  it  was  the  Vine¬ 
gar  of  Wine  ;  butifhehad  had  theVinegar  ofWood, 
he  might  fooner  have  attained  his  defire. 

This  Arcanum-,  without  doubt,  v.»!!!  give  occafion  of 
finding  out  many  other  profitable  things,  by  the  help 
of  this  Vinegar.  1  have  opened  the  way,  let  another 
come,  who  by  fearching  further  may  enlarge  it,  that 
thereby  fome  perfection  may  the  fooner  be  acquired. 
There  are  many  things  lie  hidden  in  Nature,  w'hich 
through  our  floth  and  negligence  not  being  fought 
after,  yield  no  profit  to  Mankind.  But  I  doubt  not 
but  time  will  produce  fedulous  men,  who  will  make 
a  further  progrefs  in  this  Vinegar,  fothat  much  pro¬ 
fit  may  redound  from  it. 

There  is  found  another  .kind  of  ftones,  which  for 
the  moft  part  is  ufed  for  the  building  of  Houfes, 
which  being  foft,  is  eafily  cut,  fo  that  fteps  or  ftairs, 
and  Window-frames  are  made  of  it.  It  is  to  be  re¬ 
duced  by  the  help  of  Fire  into  a  Calx  of  a  white,  afhy, 
and  reddifh  colour  i  it  alfo  refufeth  to  be  melted ; 
nor  is  it  like  to  Sandy  ftones,  but  is  Partaker  of  both 
natures,  and  contains  much  Salt-Petre.  But  neither 
by  its  reduction  into  a  Calx,  nor  by  the  pouring  on 
of  water,  can  it  be  extorted  from  them,  except  it  be 
firft  prepared  after  a  fingular  manner,  for  then  it 
yields  to  water ;  concerning  which  thing  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  a  peculiar  Treatife,  which  God  willing  Ihall  fhort- 
ly  come  forth.  There  are  whole  Mountains  of  this 
fort  of  ftone,  containing  a  great  Treafureof  Salt- 
Petre,  which  hath  hitherto  been  known  to  none. 

Thefe  few  things  I  was  willing  to  offer  to  Coun¬ 
try-men,  concerning  the  preffing  of  wood,  and  the 


utility  thereof.  The  Circulatory  Veflels  in  which  the 
juice  of  the  wood,  and  all  the  falls  of  the  Air  are  ani-- 
mated  by  an  unceffant  motion,  and  converted  into. 
Salt-Petre,  I  will  not  divulge  at  this  time,  but  referve 
them  for  my  felf  and  my  Friends.  Q  Theje  are  de- 
feribedinthe  Third  Part  of  The  Profpericy  of  Cer^- 
many,  ] 

In  the  mean  time  this  excellent  Art  will  not  fleep, 
but  will  be  exercifed  in  many  places-  Now  whofo- 
ever  ffiall  need  the  fame,  he  will  know  what  is  to 
be  done.  For  I  have  determined  to  beftow  the  fame 
for  the  good  of  my  Neighbour,  left  it  Ihould  be  buried 
with  me  in  oblivion  -  - 

1  have  alfo  an  Artificial  Invention  (  which  is  taught 
in  The  Profpcrityof  Germany  )  of  turning  common  fait 
in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hovrs,  fo  that  it  ffiall  be  plainly 
like  Salt-Petre,  for  the  enriching  of  poor, lean  fields; 
and  yet  an  hundred  weight  of  it  wdll  fcarce  coft  a  Dolt, 
ler  (which  is  about  4^,  6  d.)  Which  is  indeed  a  fin¬ 
gular  Gift  of  God  in  thefe  laft  times,  which  will  be 
highly  profitable  both  to  the  Rich  and  Poor,  in  all 
places  of  the  World.  For  if  the  Culture  of  Wine  and 
Corn  ffiall  every  where  become  better,  and  more  pro¬ 
fitable,  by  the  help  of  this  Art,  it  cannot  be,  but  that 
all  men  will  receive  profit,  and  obtain  a  more  com¬ 
modious  way  of  living. 

For  by  this  Art,  not  only  all  Fields,  whether  they 
have  lately  brought  forth  Fruit,  or  whetherthey  have 
lain  fallow,  and  for  fome  time  brought  forth  nothing, 
are  brought  to  that  condition,  that  they  may  bear 
Fruit  every  year :  but  alfo  barren  places, which  w’ould 
never  bring  forth  any  Fruit,  are  rendered  fertile, 
and  fit  to  bear  Fruit ;  fo  that  no  place  can  be  found  in 
the  world,  how  barren  foever  it  be,  which  by  this  me¬ 
dium  may  not  be  rendered  fertile.  Moreover,  this 
Art  is  to  be  greatly  efteemed,  becaufe  by  it  ground 
may  be  fattened  in  thofe  places  where  no  Cattel  are 
found,  and  therefore  affbrd  no  dung  *,  feeing  that  hi¬ 
therto  no  other  than  the  ordinary  way  of  dunging 
hath  been  known- 

So  alfo  in  places  far  remote  from  the  Dwellings  of 
men,  to  which  Dung  cannot  be  carried,  this  Art  may 
be  exercifed  with  great  profit  \  efpecially  when  Dung 
is  difficult  to  be  procured,  or  cofts  dear,  and  is  not 
carried  to  thofe  remote  places  without  great  charge, 
for  which  reafon  they  cannot  be  tilled,  but  are  forced 

to  Ue  uncultivated-  ^  ^ 

Seeing  that  one  Hogffiead  of  my  fattening  Salt  can 
effefl;  more  than  Ibme  Cart-loads  of  common  Dung. 
•Neverthelefs  this  is  to  be  noted.  That  when  any  Field 
dunged  with  the  faid  fait,  is  to  be  fowed  with  Corn, 
the  feed  is  firft  to  be  macerated  or  fteeped  for  one 
night  in  watery  in  which  that  fait  is  diflblved.  For 
being  fo  prepared,  it  will  grow  fafter  than  if  it  had 
been  committed  to  the  Earth,  without  any  foregoing 


naeeration.  , 

Confidet,  when  the  Souldiers  have  taken  away  the 
dorfes  and  Carts,  carried  away  the  Oxen,  devoured 
;he  Cows  and  Sheep,  and  wafted  the  whole  Country, 
)y  what  means  ffiall  the  Wafted  Fields  be  dunged 
md  f eftored  to  the  Husband-man,  tha_t  returning  to 
;heir  former  fruitfulnefs,  he  may  reap  from  them  the 

^Indedi  in  time  of  Peace,  when  Horfes  and  Oxenj 
ibound  both  for  the  ploughing  of  the  ground  and 
naking  of  Dung,  Dung  is  alw^ies  of  worth,  there 
lever  being  too  much  of  it,  and  therefore 
mvention  may  bring  not  a  little  profit-  Whence 
t  may  be  of  a  far  greater  advantage  in  thofe  pla*^ 
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CCS,  where  (bv  the  Divine  permiffion)  thofe  Lo, 
c'fts  have  eateii  up  all  things.  Ought. we  not  then 
lo  receive  fo  excellent  a  Gift  of  God  with  all  Thank- 

^'‘'TheLmpm»t  COD  give  tom  all  Hit  Grace,that  Weaker. 
-we  mav  (hm  all  temforal  and  carnal  Security  ,  as  the 
deceitful  fnare  of  the  Devil,  and /eel^a/ter  that  which 
is  eternal,  confiant,  and  perpetual.  Amen- 


fore  it  is  neceflary,  that  this  Work  fhould  be  done 
in  foch  a  Furnace?  as  1  have  defcribed  in  the  Fourth 
Part  of  my  Furnaces,  having  its  doors ,  by  which  the 
Fire  may  be  governed,  and  rendered  ftronger  or 


After  that  the  Salt-.Petre  hath  imbibed  the  Regulus 
and  Copper?  and  turned  them  into  a  reddifli  Scoria, 
which  is  wont  to  be  done  in  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  or 
half  an  hour,  the  lower  door  being  opened?  the  upper 
one  muft  be  (hut,  that  the  Fire  becoming  ftronger, 
may  melt  the  Scoria,  till  they  flow  like  water  which 
when  you  fee,  by  Jifting  up  the  Cover  a  little,  re¬ 
move  the  Coals  about  the  upper  part  of  the  Crucible, 
and  take  off  the  Cover,  and  having  taken  good 
hold  of  the  Crucible  with  your  Tongs,  lift  it 
BemaGiftprefentedto  rich  Merchants,  that  they  out  of  the  Furnace,  and  pour  out  the  melted 
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may  improve  their  Money  and  Efiates  without  'Di 
fury. 

ALthough  I  had  determined  to  treat  of  this  uir~ 
canum,  with  other  excellent  ufes  of  Salt-Petre  m 

the  emendation  of  Metals?  in  the  Third  Part  of  ^ 

Erofperity  0/ Germany  *,  yet  for  certain  reafons  l  have 
deferred  the  publifliing  of  that  Book  for  fbme  time  j 
but  confidcring  iny  profitable  Inventions  of  msking 
Salt-Petre,  and  not  doubting  but  that  there  will  be 
found  men  who  will  put  Salt~Petre  to  better  ufes  than 
that  of  making  Gun' powder,  I  could  not  forbear 
here  to  deferibe  one  good  and  profltable  «fe  of 
the  faid  fait  in  the  emendation  of  Metals, which  is  free 
for  any  boldly  to  experience?  feeing  that  I  have 
written  the  very  Truth.  He  that  lhall  follow  the 
fence  of  my  words,  and  hath  fome  skill  in  metal" 
lick  Labours,  will  not  lofe  his  pains?  but  will  thence 
reap  no  contemptible  profit.  But  if  any  man  would 
perfwade  himfelf  that  fuch  a  work  is  to  be  done  with-, 
out  labour  and  trouble,  and  great  MalTes  of  Gold  to 
be  obtained  with  idlenefs?  he  will  be  greatly  decei- 


matter  into  a  melting  Cup  or  Cone,  g  Such  a  one  •  is 
defcribed  by  its  Figure  in  the  Fourth  Part  of  Furnaces. "J 
being  firft  heat,  and  well  fmeared  within  with  Wax  j 
in  the  bottom  of  which,  when  cold,  there  will  be  a 
Regulus  of  pure  Gold?  which  being  freed  from  the 
Scoria,  will  be  fo  much  encreafed  in  weight,  as  it 
hath  attraded  from  the  Copper  and  Regulus  Martis., 
which  will  be  the  fiftieth  part  of  the  ^weight  of  the 
Gold. 

The  red  Scoria,  which  have  a  fiery  tafte  upon  the 
Tongue,  contain  the  SaltTetre?  Copper,  and  Regulus 
reduced  into  a  Scoria ;  which  if  you  would  feparate 
from  the  Salt-petre,as  foon  as  you  have  parted  it  from 
the  Regulus,  pm.  it  again  into  the  Crucible  in  the  Fur¬ 
nace,  put  a  Coal  to  it  in  the  Crucible,  which  being 
well  covered,  let  it  again  flow  well  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  In  this  Operation,  the  Coal  or  Coals  put  to 
the  Metals?  vis:,,  the  Copper  and  of  Antimo¬ 

ny,  will  feparate  them  by  precipitation  from  the  Salt¬ 
petre,  fo  that  they  will  become  a  Regulus  together?  and 
the  fixed  Salt-Petre  will  be  feparated?  and  reft  upon 
xht  Regdus,  from  which  being  cooled?  it  may  be  re¬ 
moved  by  knocking  it  off.  If  the  operation  be  rightly 


ved,  not  confidcring  that  this  requires  his  putting  ^vill  recover  almoft  all  tfie  Regulus 

his  hand  to  ufing  gre  g  •  Copper  :  but  little  alfo  of  the  Salt-Petre  is  "loft, 

.  I  have  defcribed  the  following  Op  'twhirh  hath  nnw  nnt  nn  another  nafnrp  hprompc  fivr. 

and  clearly  ;  affirming ,  that  it  will  fucceed  to  the 


Operator,  according  to  my  defeription.  If  any 
fliall  erre  in  the  performance,  let  him  blame^  him¬ 
felf  and  his  own  ignorance?  and  not  me-  For  in  this 
procefs  all  things  are  plain,  and  to  be  underftood  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Letter,  and  may  alfo  be  performed 
by  an  eafie  imitation. 

".  7he  manner  of  the  Operation,  .;  .,  - 

R.  of  Copper  one  part,  of  Gold  or  Silver  two  parts, 
and  of  Regulus  Martis  three  parts,  all  which  melt  to= 
gether  in  a  good  and  well-covered  Crucible?  taking 
great  heed  that  no  Coals  fall  into  the  Crucible  and 
corrupt  the  Work.  All  being  melted?  and  the  cover 
taken  off,  yet  warily  that  no  Coals  fall  into  the  Cru= 
cible?caft  in  as  much  well  dried  and  pow¬ 

dered  ?  as  there  is  of  Copper  and  Regulus  in  the 
Crucible?  to  the  melted  matter,  and  again  cover  the\' 
Crucible,  with  the  fame  caution  about  the  Coals?which ' 
fo  put  about  the  Crucible,  that  . they  may  not  lie  upon 
its  Cover,  but  it  may  be  at  liberty,  to  be  commodi- 
onfly  lifted  up  with  the  Tongs  for  the  infpeding  the 
Mafs  in  the  Crucible.  For  if  the  Fire  fhould  be  too 
great,  tht  Salt-Petre  vim\d  boil  over  the  Crucible, 
and  inferr  lofs.  And  this  may  eafily  happen,  feeing 
that  the  entring  and  working  upon  the  Re¬ 

gulus  and  Copper,  fwelleth  and  rifethup.  Where- 


which  hath  now  put  on  another  nature,  becomes  fixt? 
and  anfwcreth  in  virtue  to  the  fait  of  Tartar. 
NB,  Becaufe  thofe  Scoria  cannot  be  fo  perfeftly  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Salt-Petre  by  the  Coals,  but  it  ftill 
retainet  h  fomewhat  of  the  Copper  and  Regdus,  which 
the  Coals  could  not  precipitate ;  they  may  be  kept  in 
fome  warm  place,  left  they  be  dillblved  by  the  air, 
till  you  have  a  quantity  of  them  -,  which  being  redu¬ 
ced  by  burning  Coals,  may  yield  their  Metal.  Of 
which  more  fhall  be  faid  anon. 

This  Labour,  although  it  fquares  not  with  the  cas 
pacity  of  the  rude  and  unskilful,  nevenhelefs  it  is 
eafie  to  be  done  by  thofe  who  have  any  knowledge  in 
the  melting  of  Metals.  But  all  the  mannei  s  of  opera¬ 
ting  cannot  be  fo  accurately  delivered,  that  every 
unskilful  man  fhould  prefently  be  rendered  capable 
of  underftapding  them  ;  I  write  the  Truth  openly, 
and  he  that  well  underftandeth  me,  may  rejoice  with 
profit.  I  write  not  to  unskilful  Tiro’s,  but  only  to 
thofe  who  know  how  to  handle  Metals  in  the  Fire. 
It  may  be  here  asked,  Whether  this  augmentation  of 
the  Gold  ,  arifeth  from  the  Copper,  or  from  the 
Regdus  of  Antimony  .?  I  anfwer,  from  both,  but 
more  from  the  Copper  than  from  the  Regulus,  For 
there  is  no  Copper  or  Antimony  found,  from  which 
Gold  is  not  elicited  after  the  aforefaid  manner,  feeing 
that  there  is  in  both  an  invifibjc  and  fpiritual  Gold, 
nevenhelefs  one  eor.taineth  more  than  another ;  and 
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being  melted  with  Gold,  give  it  forth  to  the  fame,' 
which  alfo  attradeth  it.  Therefore  as  often  as 
Copper,  and  Regulus  of  Antimony,  and  Salt-petre 
lhall  be  melted  together  with  Gold,  lb  often  will  the 
Gold  receive  an  encreafe  j  fo  that  this  Labour  being 
repeated  eight  or  ten  times  every  day,  there  will  be 
an  augmentation  of  the  Gold  not  to  be  contemned, 
for  befides  all  the  Coll,  it  will  afford  the  daily  Gain  of 
one  Flqren  out  of  an  hundred.  ( Floren  is  2  /.  tn 
Germany,  about  two  and  twenty  fence  value  in  our  Mo¬ 
ney.  )  This  is  certainly  a  profit  to  thofe  who  will  put 
their  Money  to  Ufury,  much  more  honouraljle  and 
fafe  than  their  trufting  it  in  the  hands  of  others. 

But  feeing  that  this  Labour  is  to  be  performed  in 
Crucibles,  fand  that  too  in  large  ones,  if  the  gain 
aforefaidbe  expefted  )  it  doth  not  want  its  trouble 
and  difficulties  *,  for  if  a  man  will  ufe  great  Crucibles, 
he  can  hardly  perform  the  Operation  above  three  or 
four  times  in  a  day  ^  and  if  he  ufe  fmall  ones,  although 
it  be  ten  or  eleven  times  repeated  in  a  day,  yet  the  pro= 
fit  will  be  very  fmall.  I  will  therefore  here  appoint, 
a  way  to  do  it  without  Crucibles,  upon  Hearths  in- 
ftead  of  Crucibles,  which  neither  let  out  the  melted 
matter  by  running  over,  or  by  their  cracking  or 
breaking,  as  Crucibles  are  wont  to  do,  but  alwaies  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Oven  or  Furnace,  fave  the  trouble  of 
putting  in  and  taking  out  of  the  Fire.  For  Cruci¬ 
bles,  how  good  foever  they  be,  being  expofed  to  the 
cold  Air,  by  taking  out,  and  thence  being  fuddenly 
again  put  into  a  great  heat,  are  very  eafdy  broken. 
From  whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  great  danger  of  lo- 
fing  fome  of  the  Gold  attends  the  ufe  of  great  Cru¬ 
cibles,  fo  chat  their  ufe  is  to  be  abftained  from,  altho’ 
the  Work  it  felf  be  of  great  profit.  But  good  ftrong 
Hearths  may  be  ufed  for  this  Labour,  without  all 
danger  ;  for  as  long  as  they  are  left  in  the  Furnace, 
fo  long  they  are  good,  and  the  melted  Mals  doth  not 
flow  out.  If  I  had  not  found  out  this  way  of  working 
with  Hearths,  I  Ihould  not  have  divulged  this  opera¬ 
tion,  which  is  as  followeth. 

The  manner  of  preparing  the  Hearths  or  Tefls, 

N  Iron  Ring  or  Hoop  is  to  be  made ,  either 
fquare  or  round,  of  the  thicknefs  of  one  fin¬ 
ger,  and -four  fingers  high  (or  deep)  one  fide  be¬ 
ing  a  little  narrower  or  leffer  in  compafs  than  the 
other-,  being  well  fmoothed  or  poliffied  on  its  infide, 
having  two  ears  or  handles,  whofe  magnitude  and 
fpace  will  be  known  by  the  quantity  of  the  matter 
whidi  is  to  be  daily  handled.  To  prepare  the  Focus 
or  Hdatth,  place  your  Ring  or  Hoop  upon  fome 
fmooth  ftone,  and  then  put  into  it,  fo  (landing,  your 
Earth,  being  firfl;  rightly  prepared,  {for  this  furpofe 
0«?- Stafford- (hire  excellentias  alfo  for  making  of 

Crucibles  to  abide  the  Fire)  fo  that  it  may  a  little  ex¬ 
ceed  the  upper  fuperficies  of  your  Hoop,  force  it  down 
(Irqngly  with  a  broad  Iron  Hammer,  by  beating  or 
knocking  it  in,  and  what  rifeth  above  the  top  of  the 
Hoop,  cutoffwithaKnife,  that  it  may  be  even  with 
the  Ring-,  then  remove  it  with  the  Ring,  and  (Irew 
upon  the  (lone  fome  fine  fand,  or  rather  the  fine  pow¬ 
der  of  broken  Crucibles,  upon  which  fee  the  Ring, 
with  the  bottom  upwards,  that  the  other  fide,  which 
before  lay  upon  the  (lone,  may  be  wrought  in  with 
the  Hammer,  as  the  firft,  fo  that  the  Ring  or  Mould 
may  be  exadly  filled  with  the  Earth.  The  Focus  or 
Hearth  being  prepared  in  this  manner,  the  larger  fide 
thereof  is  to  be  fo  excavated  or  hollowed  away  by  a 


’95 

bowed  or  crooked  Knife,  having  two  handles,  fo  that 
the  rotundity  declining  from  the  Superfices  of  the 
Ring,  even  to  its  middle,  where  inclining  it  felf,  k 
may  keep  the  thicknefs  almoft  of  a  finger  at  the  top 
or  fuperficities  of  the  Ring,  and  fo  it  will  become  like 
a  Veffel  or  Pan,'  having  a  round  or  fpherical  Cavity, 
fuch  Hearths  or  Tells  are  wont  to  be  prepared  of 
Affies,  for  the  bringing  of  Gold  and  Silver  to  a  pu¬ 
rity  in  Metallick  Mines,  Mints,  &c.  at  length  that 
hollowed  roundnefs  is  every  where  to  be  fmoothed 
with  a  fmooth  and  round  Hammer  or  Mallet,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  Ifnoothing,  the  whole  Tell  being  inverted 
with  the  Hoop,  is  to  be  fet  upon  a  Board,  without 
(lirring  it ;  if  the  infide  of  the  Hoop  or  Ring  were  be-, 
fore  befmeared  well  withOil,it  will  the  eafier  come  off 
of  the  Te(l,which  being  expofed  to  the  Air, and  dried 
a  little,  is  then  to  be  fet  in  the  heat  of  the  Sun  or 
warm  Furnace,  that  all  the  humidity  being  taken 
away,  it  may  obtain  its  requifite  drynefs,  before  it  be 
put  into  the  Furnace  to  endure  the  Fire  ;  for  except 
it  be  very  well  dried,  it  will  crack  or  chap  in  the  Fur¬ 
nace,  and  be  wholly  unprofitable  for  this  Work. 

The  Tell  being  taken  out  of  the  Ring,  and  fet  byi 
the  infide  bf  the  Ring,  is  again  to  be  anointed  with 
OilorGreafe,  for  the  making  of  another  Tell,  of 
which  fo  many  are  to  be  made  as  need  requires,  or  the 
quantity  of  the  prepared  Earth  will  allow.  The  earth 
that  was  left  in  the  hollowing  of  the  firll  being  mixed 
with  the  reft,  whilft  it  is  yet  moift,  ferveth  again,  fo 
that  there  is  no  wade  or  lofs  of  the  Earth.  The 
fame  earth  alfo  ferves  for  the  making  of  the  Co¬ 
vers  or  arched  Roofs  with  which  the  Tells  are  to  be 
covered,  to  keep  the  Coals  from  falling  into  the 
melted  matter-  *'  NB.  There  is  no  need  of  having 
two  Hammers,  feeing  that  one  fufficeth,  having  one 
end  of  a  hands  breadth,  and  fmooth,  and  the  other 
end  round. 

/ 

The  way  of  making  the  Covers  of  the  Tefis^  which 
are  called  Muffles. 

Flrft^  a  Type  or  Mold  is  to  be  made  of  Wood,  an- 
fwering  to  the  bignefs  of  the  Ted,  but  not  with 
one  Handle,  as  thofe  are  made  for  the  purifying  of  di¬ 
ver,  but  with  two  oblong  Necks,  and  without  Chaps 
or  Chinks,  which  otherwife  are  wont  to  happen,  that 
fo  the  Cover  may  remain  entire.  Then  to  this  wood¬ 
en  Mould  the  Earth  is  to  be  applied,  and  the  Cover 
to  be  wrought  in  the  ufual  manner. 

Of  the  Figure  of  the  Furnace. 

TH  E  Furnace  is  fo  to  be  built,  that  it  may  have 
within-fide  the  fpace  of  an  hands  breadth  all 
round  the  Ted  from  its  Walls,  for  Coals,  the  Ted 
ftanding  in  the  middle  j  fo  that  the  magnitude  of  the 
Furnace  is  to  be  proportionable  to  that  of  the  Ted, 
and  may  be  either  round  or  fquare,  provided  it  be 
built  with  good  Bricks,  or  fit  Stones,  and  Lute,  or 
Earth  rightly  prepared.  There  ought  to  be  at  lead 
a  fpan  between  the  bottom  and  the  grate,  which  al¬ 
fo  ought  not  to  be  faftened  to  the  Furnace,  but  ftand¬ 
ing  upon  four  Feet,  that  it  may  be  taken  in  and  out 
by  the  forefide  of  the  Furnace  (when  need  requires) 
being  alwaies  open.  Let  the  Furnace  rife  above  the 
Gratetheheighthofa  fpan,  being  everyway  clofe, 
having  no  door.  Upon  this  heighth  of  a  fpan  a  hole 
is  to  be  left  of  an  hands  breadth  and  heighth,  by 
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which  the  Teft  may  be  infpec^ed,  and  the  mixed  Me¬ 
tals  put  in  and  taken  out,  and  the  Fire  may  have  its 
pafTage.  NB.  But  if  the  Teft  fhould  be  above  a  fpan 
over,  which  would  alfo  caufi  the  Furnace  to  be  the 
greater  ^  then  that  hole  being  too  little,  would  not 
allow  a  fufficient  palTage  for  the  Fire  *,  therefore  the 
hole  is  to  bear  a  due  proportion  to  them.  From 
this  hole,  nourilhing  the  Fire  ?by  its  ventilation,  the 
Furnace  is  yet  to  be  carried  up  the  heighth  of  two 
fpans,  to  its  upper  hole  or  top,  where  the  Coals  are  to 
be  put  in.  Moreover,  an  Iron  Cover  is  to  be  made 
with  hollow  Superficies,  with  Iron- Buttons,  or  little 
Knobs  infixed,  by  which  the  Lute  being  put  on,  may 
ftick  fall ;  the  Convex  or  upper  part  of  the  Cover 
muft  have  a  Handle,  by  which  it  may  be  lifted  up 
when  the  Coals  are  to  be  put  in,  and  afterwards  put 
dowm  again  to  (hut  the  Furnace.  See  the  Figure  of  this 
Furnace^  in  all  its  farts-,  at  the  beginning  of  this  Conti¬ 
nuation  of  Miraculum  Mundi,  noted  at  the  top  with 
Pag,6i‘ 

A,  The  Furnace,  as  it  is  working. 

B,  The  lower  part  of  the  Furnace  open, 

C,  The  upper  part  of  the  fame,  ' 

D,  The  Grate, 

E,  The  Hearth  or  Tefi. 

F,  The  Mufle  that  belongs  to  the  Hearth. 

G,  The  Cover  of  the  Furnace,  with  which  it  is  to  be 
covered  when  the  Coals  arein  and  at  work. 

H,  The  rent  fr  the  Smoak. 

When  you  will  work  with  the  Furnace,  firft  put  in 
Uie  Grate,  and  upon  it  the  foot  or  prop  made  of  firm 
Lute,  and  upon  it  the  prepared  Teft,  and  upon  the 
Teft  its  Cover  or  Muffle,  theforemoft  neck  of  which 
ought  to  come  clofe  to  the  hole  on  the  forefide  of  the 
Furnace,  and  the  hindmoft  neck  to  touch  the  back 
of  the  fame.  The  foot  alfo  which  fupports  the  Teft, 
ought  to  touch  the  fore=part  of  the  Furnace,  that  ^he 
fpace  between  the  Teft  and  the  Wall  of  the.Furnace, 
may  be  well  ftopt  or  clofed.  Alfo,  if  the  neck  of  the 
Cover  or  Muffie  doth  not  fit  clofe  enough  to  the  fore- 
mbft  Wall,  the  joints  are  to  b^  well  clofed  with  Lute 

*  mixed  with  Hair,  that  the  Fire  may  have  no  paflage 
by  them,  but  may  pafs  through  the  hindmoft  neck  of 
the  faid  Cover,  and  under  the  Cover  it  felf  into  the 
Teft,  and  thence  out  of  the  foremoft  neck.  If  the 
Fire  (ball  have  any  other  paiTage  by  the  foremoft  neck, 
the  heat  will  not  be  fufficient  to  melt  the  Metal. 
Therefore  the  chief  Artifice  concerning  this  thing,  is 
the  building  of  the  Furnace  in  due  form  and  propor¬ 
tion.  An  Iron  door  is  to  be  fitted  to  the  Furnace  un¬ 
der  the  Grate,  for  the  governing  the  Fire,  by  which  it 
may  be  encreafed  or  diminiffled,  as  need  (hall  require. 
And  the  other  hole  in  the  fuperiour  and  fore- part  of 

•  the  Furnace,  by  which  the  Metals  are  put  in  and 
taken  out  of  the  Teft,  is  alfo  to  have  a  door,  that  ne- 
celTity  requiring,  the  fire  may  be  governed,  and  if 
too  great,  it  may  be  reftrained.  To  this  alfo  a  little 
Chimney  or  Funnel  is  to  be  fitted,  which  may  receive 
and  carry  away  the  noxious  fumes  of  the  Metals  and 
Coals,  that  they  may  not  hurt  the  Operator.  All 
thefe  things  being  rightly  prepared ,  the  Furnace 
being  well  dried,  is  to  be  filled  with  Coals,  and  to  be 
covered  with  its  Cover,  a  lighted  Coal  or  two  being 
put  next  the  Grate,  the  doors  are  to  be  (hut,  that  the 
Fire  may  kindle  by  degrees,  by  which  the  danger  of 
breaking  the  Teft,  and  its  Cover,  the  Muffle,  by  a  Hid¬ 
den  heat,  may,  be  avoided-  The  Furnace,  Teft,  and 


Muffle,_beingallred  hot,  the  Metals  (viz.,  the  Gold 
which  is  to  be  augmented,  and  the  Copper  and  Regulus 
of  Antimony,  from  which  the  augmentation  is  ex- 
pedled  )  are  to  be  put  upon  the  Teft  with  an  Iron  La¬ 
dle,  the  great  door  below,  and  the  little  one  above, 
are  to  be  opened,  that  the  Fire  growing  more  power¬ 
ful,  may  forthwith  melt  the  Metals  on  th^e  Teft,  which 
being  rightly  melted,  a  little  dry  Saltpetre  in  pow¬ 
der  is  to  be  caft  in  upon  them  with  an  Iron  Ladle, 
which  will  prefently  change  a  portion  of  the  melted 
matter  into  a  Scoria :  When  it  flows  no  longer,  but 
ceafeth  from  operating  on  the  Metals,  lying  upon 
them  like  Drofs,  a  little  more  Saltpetre  is  to  be 
caft  upon  the  melted  Metals,  which  will  again  change 
part  of  them  into  Scoria.  This  Injeftion  of  Salt¬ 
petre  is  to  be  continued  fo  long,  until  the  Scoria  (hall 
be  no  longer  hard,  but  remain  liquid  like  Water, 
which  is  a  fign  that  the  Salt-petre  hath  abftraaed 
the  Copper  and  of  Antimony  from  the  Gold, 
and  its  operation  to  be  finifhed.  And  fo  much  %«- 
lus  of  Antimony  and  Copper  is  not  to  be  put  upon 
the  Teft,  f  I  believe  the  word  not  is  an  errour  of  the 
Printer,  in  the  Copy,  and  ought  to  be  left  out  H  that 
it,  when  a  due  portion  of  Salt- Petre  (hall  be  added, 
may  be  full  to  the  brim,  and  the  Coals  not  be  burnt 
out  in  vain,  in  the  empty  Teft,  which  is  well  to  be 
noted.  The  fluid  Scoria  of  the  Salt-Petre,  Copper, 
and  Regulus  of  Antimony,  are  fo  long  to  be  kept  in 
Flux  upon  the  Gold,  as  you  think  the  Teft  can  fuIFer 
it ;  for  by  how  much  the  longer  the  Gold  (hall  remain 
in  its  Flux,  under  thefe  Scoria,  fo  much  the  more  of 
fpiritual  Gold  it  will  attra(ft  from  them,  and  render 
it  corporeal  ;  and  the  Gain  will  be  fo  much  the 
greater.  Neverthelefs ,  for  the  greater  certainty 
fake,  after  the  Scoria  have  lain  ten  or  twelve  hours 
in  Flux  upon  the  Gold,  they  may  be  taken  out  of  the 
Teft,  to  fee  whether  the  Teft  be  yet  ftrong  enough 
to  fuftain  them  longer  in  flux,  becaufe  in  a  continual 
flux  they  are  wont  to  attenuate  and  perforate  theTeft 
with  holes,  efpecially  if  they  were  not  prepared  of 
good  Earth,  which  is  able  to  endure  the  Fire.  There* 
fore,  if  you  find  the  teft  yet  ftrong  and  thick,  and  not 
perforated  with  holes,  you  may  again  add  the  Scoria 
to  the  Gold  lying  in  the  teft,  and  keep  them  fo  long 
influx,asjou  think  the  teft  will  hold  good.  When 
the  Scoria  condenfe  themfelves,  and  flow  with  diffi- 
cuity,  a  little  frelh  Salt-  petre  is  to  be  added,  by 
which  being  reduced  to  a  thinner  flux,  they  may  give 
nourilhment  and  encreafeto  the  Gold,  which  in  this 
operation  hath  the  place  of  a  feed,  as  the  Copper  and 
Regulus  of  Antimony  fupply  the  place  of  the  parth, 
by  affording  aliment  and  augmentation  to  the  Gold  ; 
the  Salt-petre  is  in  the  (lead  of  Rain,  which  moifte- 
neth  the  Earth,  and  rendereth  it  fruitful ;  therefore 
by  how  much  the  longer  the  Gold  iieth  and  groweth 
in  this  Earth,  fo  much  the  more  encreafe  it  obtain- 
eth.  After  the  teft  is  no  longer  fit  to  bear  the  fire,  or 
you  would  leave  working,  open  the  lower  door  of 
the  Furnace,  and  take  off  the  Cover  from  the  top, 
that  the  heat  of  the  fire  may  be  diverted  from  the 
teft,  and  the  Scoria  grow  thick,  and  the  Gold  undef 
them  hard,  draw  out  the  Scoria  by  degrees  with  an 
Iron  Hook,  from  the  Gold,  that  it  may  remain  in  the 
teft  intire,  and  in  one  compart  Mafs,  and  not  be 
mixed  with  the  Scoria,  like  Grains,  and  occafion  lofs. 
All  the  Scoria  being  taken  out,  the  Gold  is  to  be 
freed  from  the  teft  with  a  thin  (harp-pointed  Iron, 
then  taken  out  with  the  tongs,  and  weighed,  to  fee 
what  encreafe  it  hath  got. 
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N 15.  That  as  long  as  the  Teft:  keeps  firm  and  good, 
it  were  better  not  to  take  out  the  mafs,  but  to  be  left 
upon  the  Gold  in  continual  flux.  This  is  a  Labour 
not  to  be  defpifed,  feeing  that  the  firfl:  Coals  being 
burnt  out,  more  are  to  be  added  on^y  ;  fo  that  this 
operation  may  be  continued  for  fome  daies,  without 
iutermifliion, provided  the  Tells  be  well  made,which 
aifo  ought  to  be  done  if  you  exped  any  profit  •,  of 
which  you  need  in  no  wife  doubt,  if  the  operation 
be  rightly  inllituted  ;  efpecially  if  the  Antimony  and 
Iron  ,  of  which  the  Regulus  is  made ,  be  good : 
For  the  more  Gold  the  Antimony,  Iron,  and  Copper 
fliall  contain,  the  more  volatile  Gold  the  fixed  Gold 
which  is  melted  under  them,  will  attraft  to  it  felf. 

I  But  if  you  want  fuch  Metals  as  are  rich  in  Gold, 

j  and  are  forced  to  be  content  with  the  common, 

the  Gold  will  neverthelefs  get  an  encreafe  in  the 
Operation-  NB.  When  Metals  containing  Gold  are 
,  to  be  had,  there  is  no  need  to  keep  the  firfl:  Scoria 

1  in  fo  long  a  flux  upon  the  Gold,  feeing  that  prefent- 

ly  after  the  Copper  and  Regulus  of  Antimony  fliall 
be  turned  into  Scoria  by  the  Salt-petre,  they  may 
I  be  removed  from  the  Gold  with  an  Iron  Hook,  and 

i  new  Metals  forthwith  added,  and  again  reduced  in- 

!  to  Scoria  by  the  Salt-petre.  This  labour  of  remo- 
ving  the  Scoria,  and  adding  frefh  Metals,  being  long 
continued,  will  add  the  greater  encreafe  to  the  Gold, 
becaufe  Copper,  Iron,  and  Antimony  contain  much 
corporeal  Gold,  which  in  their  reduction  into  Sco¬ 
ria,  aflbciateth  it  feif  with  the  Gold.  Therefore 
when  thofe  Scoria  are  withdrawn,  and  new  Metals 
added,  it  cannot  be,  but  the  encreafe  of  the  Gold 
niufl:  be  greater  than  proceedeth  from  the  firfl  Sco¬ 
ria,  in  which  only  the  fpiritual  Gold  is  rendered 
corporeal.  The  addition  of  frefh  Metals,  and  the 
abflradtion  of  the  Scoria  repeated  lo,  15,  yea  20 
times  a  day,  mull  neceflarily  give  a  great  encreafe  to 
the  Gold,  if  the  Metals  contain  both  corporeal  and 
fpiritual  Gold.  The  abflradled  Scoria  may  be  re¬ 
duced  in  a  Tell  of  the  fame  Furnace  (of  which  Tefts 
there  ought  to  be  many  in  readinefs )  and  the  Copper 
and  Regulus  precipitated  from  them,  and  put  to 
other  ufes,  of  which  my  other  Writings  every  where 
make  mention.  And  they  are  precipitated  by  the 
Powder  of  Coals,  or  Antimony.  The  way  of  precipi¬ 
tation  is  this;  the  Salt-petre  hath  abforbed  the  Sul¬ 
phureous  Metals,  -viz.,  the  Copper  and  Rcgaltn  Mar¬ 
tis^  and  changed  them  into  Scoria-  Now,  if  to  thefe 
Scoria  fome  other  Sulphur  be  injedled,  which  theSalt= 
petre  coveteth  more  than  the  Copper  and  Regulus  of 
Antimony,  it  layeth  hold  on  that,  by  which  thofe 
Metals  which  it  had  firfl  abforbed,  are  dffmiffed,  and 
fall  to  the  bottom.  But  the  Regulus  and  Copper 
cannot  be  fo  feparated  by  precipitation,  but  that  fome- 
what  of  them  will  yet  adhere  to  the  Saltpetre. 
Thefe  may  be  fixed  together,  that  they  may  render 
Cold  again  in  fufion,  or  the  fet  Nitre  may  be  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Scoria,  with  Rain'water,to  beufed 
j  for  other  Labours  ;  as  lhall  be  taught  hereafter.  The 
refidue  of  the  Scoria  will  be  yet  of  ufe  to  Potters, 

I  to  glaze  their  Earthen  Veffels-  But  if  the  Scoria  and 
I  Salt-petre  be  not  feparated,  but  left  together,  they 
j  may  be  ufed  with  greater  profit  for  the  making  of 
j  Salt-  petre,  or  for  the  dunging  of  Land  (  of  which  we 
fhall  prefently  fpeak)  than  if  they  be  feparated.  The 
manner  of  doing  thefe  things  lhall  be  deferibedin 
their  order.  But  firfl  it  feems  good  to  me  to  exhi¬ 
bit  a  proof,  by  which  every  one  may  know  the  cer¬ 
tainty,  of  this  matter,  viz.,  that  this  work  doth  not 


only  atord  a  profit  to  the  Operator,  not  to  be  con¬ 
temned  j  but  alfb  that  the  Gold  doth  obtain  a  true  and 
certain  encreafe  ffom^ie  Copper  and  Regulus  of  An- 
tnnony,  whereby  the  Work  may  be  undertaken  with 
the  greater  boldnefs  and  confidence ;  which  I  thus 
demonflrate.  Take  a  fmall  piece  of  filver,  freed 
from.  Its  gold  by  ^qua  fortis^  that  you  may  be  fure 
diere  is  no  Gold  in  it  ;  to  which,  in  fufion,  adjoin 
fo  much  Copper  and  Antimonial  Regulus,  as  being 
redimed  into  Scoria  by  Saltpetre,  and  again  fepara- 

leave  it  malleable  and  du¬ 
ctile.  This  being  diffolved  in  Aquafortis,  will  leave 
at  the  bottom  undiflblved  a  reddifii  powder  of  gold, 
which  It  hath  attracted  to  it  felf  from  the  Copper 
and  Regulus  of  Antimony.  Now,  fo  much  as  there 
fhall  be  of  this  Gold ,  fo  much  and  no  more  cor- 
poreal  Gold  did  the  Copper  and  Regulus  contain 
which  the  Silver  hath  abforbed.  The  Scoria  polTefs 
no  more  corporeal  Gold,  but  yet  abound  with  fpiri¬ 
tual,  which  you  may  find  by  the  following  Experi-- 
ment-  Cover  thofe  Scoria  put  into  a  new  Cruci¬ 
ble  with  Powder  of  Coals,  and  fet  the  Crucible  in- 
to_a  fmall  Wind-Furnace,  that  they  may  melt.  In 
this  melting,  the  Nitre  will  rather  enter  the  Suf 
phur  of  the  Coals,  than  that  of  the  Metals  and  af- 
fociating  it  felf  to  that,  difmiffeth  the  Copper  and 
Regulus.  Which  being  done,  pour  out  the  melted 
Mafs  into  a  Cone,  and  when  it  is  cold,  feparate  the 
Regulus  feparated  to  the  bottom,  which  will  be  the 
fame  Copper  and  Regulus  of  Antimony  which  the  fil- 
yer  hath  deprived  of  their  corporeal  gold  ;  which 
IS  demonflrated  as  followeth  :  Take  a  bit  of  Silver, 
cleared  from  its  Gold  ,  which  join  with  the  faid 
Regulus  by  melting,  and  reduce  the  melted  mafs  by 
Salt-petre  into  Scoria,  as  before,  pour  the  mafs  into 
a  Cone,  and  being  cold,  feparate  the  Silver-  Tfiis 
being  diffolved  in  Aquafortis^  leaves  at  the  bottom  no 
reddifli  powder,  as  the  firfl  filver  did.  By  which  it 
clearly  appears,  that  the  Copper  and  Regulus  of  An¬ 
timony  had  yielded  all  their  corporeal  Gold  to  the 
Silver  in  fufion,  which  neverthelefs  can  afford  no 
gain,  except  the  Labour  be  many  times  repeated  with 
frefh  Copper  and  Regulus.  But  becaufe  this  repe¬ 
tition  is  wont  to  require  no  fmall  quantity  of  Cop* 
per,  Regulus  of  Antimony,  and  Salt-petre,  to  bring 
the  filver  to  a  golden  nature  ;  and  moreover,  eve* 
ry  one  knoweth  not  how  to  make  profit  of  the’ Cop¬ 
per  and  Regulus,  deprived  of  their  Gold,  or  to  put 
them  to  other  ufes,  and  that  Salt-petre  is  not  feldom 
fold  at  a  great  price,  no  great  profit  can  accrue  by 
this  Labour  to  Inch.  Neverthelefs,  they  will  obtain 
no  fmall  gain,  who  after  theextraftion  of  the  gold, 
know  how  to  ufe  the  Copper,  Antimonial  Regulus, 
3nd  Sslt-petrc,  ^vyhicli  1  h3vc  (Iiewed  in  niany  pla- 
ces  of  my  Writings.  But  thofe  Metals  being  inef* 
ted  wuh  Gold,  and  turned  into  Scoria  by  falt-petre, 
bring  far  greater  profit  than  when  wrought  with  fil¬ 
ver.  For  fomewhat  of  the  filver  is  confumed,  as 
well  as  fomewhat  acquired  by  it;  but  nothing  of 
the  gold  is  loll,  if  the  Crucible  be  firm,  thatnething 
run  out.  NB.  If  any  gain  be  e.Ypeded  from  filver, 
fuch  Iron,  Antimony,  and  Copper  are  to  be  ufed,  as 
are  pregnant  with  Gold,  and  to  be  often  abflraded 
from  the  filver,  and  the  metals  themfelves  afier- 
warcls  to  be  put  to  other  ufes,  bringing  profit,  to  fay 
nothing  of  the  Salt-petre ,  which  may  be  made  at 
a  far  cheaper  rate  (that  it  can  be  bought)  by  thofe 
who  feek  profit  from  Silver.  I  have  inllanced 
thefe  Experiments,  to  demonflrate  that  every  Cop- 
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«er  and  every  Rer^lus  Martis  contain  fomewhat  of 
SJpoJeal  Goid,  L  being  reduced  nto  Scor.a  do 
yield  it  to  the  adjoined  Gold  or  Silver,  and  th  t 
nothing  more  can  be  extorted  from  them,  except  be¬ 
ing  reduced  into  Scoria  by  Nitre,  they  be  for  fom^ 
timeltept  in  Flux  upon  thefilver,  or  Gold  which  is 
better,  that  their  fpiritual  Gold  may  mfinuate  it 
felf  into  the  corporeal,  and  augment  it,  which  the 
following  Experiment  Iheweth. 

Take  of  Copper,  and  Regulus  of  Antimony,  de¬ 
prived  of  all  corporeal  gold,  by  the  addition  or 
other  gold,  what  quantity  you  will,  melt  them  with 
gold,  and  convert  the  Copper  J  and  Regulus  into 
Scoria,  after  the  ufual  manner,  with  Salt- Petre',  which 
keep  in  Flux  upon  the  Gold  for  6, 8,  or  10  hours,  and 
then  pour  all  out  into  a  Cone  i  the  gold  being  fepa- 
rated  from  the  fcoria ,  and  weighed, _  will  fhew  what 
it  hath  gained  in  this  operation.  This  encreafe  from 
the  twofold  matter  added, ‘vis:.  the  Co/)pej^and  Regn- 
Ihs  Martis,  is  profit  ;  which  notwithftanding  pro¬ 
ceeds  more  ftom  the  one  than  the  other,  as  this  Ex¬ 
periment  will  prove.  Take  one  part  of  lilver,  which 
holds  no  gold,  and  one  part  of  Regulus  Mortis,  being 
melted  in  a  Crucible,  reduce  them,  as  hath  been  often 
faid,  by  falt-petre,  into  fcoria,  and  being  well  mel¬ 
ted,  pour  them  out  into  afmall  Ingot  ^  which  when 
cold,  feparate  the  fcoria  from  the  filver  with  a  Ham¬ 
mer ;  thefilver  will  be  pure  white,  and  of  very  ea-- 
lie  fufion,  but  will  contain  nothing  of  gold.  NB-  If 
to  the  filver  and  Regulus  of  Antimony,  you  lhali  al- 
fo  add  Copper,  and  then  turn  all  into  fcoria  by  the 
help  of  falt-petre,  and  when  well  melted,  pour  them 
into  an  Ingot,  fo  that  the  .  fcoria  flow  upon  the  fil- 
This  filver  being. feparated  from  the  fcoria 
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with  a  Hammer ,  or  by  lying  a  while  in  water, 
you  Ihall  find  that  part"  which  was  covered  by  the 
melted  fcoria,  to  be  all  over  fo  gilt,  that  you  can 
fcarcerub  it  off  v/ith  your  fingers,.  W'hich  Gold  hath 
adjoined  it  felf  to  the  Silver,  chiefly  from  the  Cop¬ 
per.  For  if  more  Geld  had  proceeded  from  the  Re¬ 
gulus,  the  melted  Silver  would  alfo  neceflarily  have 
been  gilded  by  that,  which  yet  without  the  addition 
of  Copper  is  not  wont  to  be-  Neverthelefs,  let  no 
man  perfwade  himfelf  that  theRegulus«of  Antimony 
being  omitted,  the  fame  augmentation  would  happen, 
becaufe  the  greatefl;  part  of  the  Gold  proceeds  from 
the  Copper.  For  without  the  Regulus,  the  Copper 
W'ould  not  fuffer  it  felf  to  be  reduced  into  Scoria  by 
the  Salt-petre ;  fo  that  neceffity  requireth,  that  all 
thofe  matters  fnould  be  conjoined  in  the  faid  manner, 
to  acquire  any  profit- 

Here  thou  haft,  benevolent  Reader,  Specimens  fuf 
ficient  for  the  trying  the  truth  and  certainty  of  this 
thing :  It’s  free  for  every  man  to  enter  upon  the  pre^ 
feribed  way  with  greater  and  longer  Operations,  that 
he  may  attain  the  defir ed  profit- 

What  I  have  many  times  faid,  I  fay  again.  That 
this  Operation  is  true,  and  brings  great  profit,  pro¬ 
vided  it  be  inftituted  in  a  due  manner.  The  Salt- Petre 
is  the  chief  thing  required  in  this  Operation,  which 
he  that  knows  how  to  prepare  with  fmall  coft,  and  un^ 
derftands  what  I  have  written,  may  boldly  undertake 
the  Work  ;  but  he  that  muft  buy  it  at  a  dear  rate,  I 
will  not  advife  to  meddle  with  it.  He  that  cannot 
undetftand  what  I  write,  ’tis  better  for  him  tofpare 
his  labour  and  charge,  and  employ  himfelf  in  thofe 
things  which  do  not  exceed  his  capacity. 

It  behoveth  me  now  to  ftiew  the  ufe  and  benefit 
which  the  fcoria  which  are  left  in  this  Operation  are 


of,  that  there  may  be  no  wafte  or  lofs.  But  the 
quantity  of  fcoria  in  this  Operation  will  be  more  or 
lefs,  according  as  it  fballbe  exercifed.  If  good  An¬ 
timony,  Copper,  and  Iron,  which  contain  corporeal 
Gold,  may  be  .had  in  plenty,  and  Salt-petre  alfo 
cheap,  the  lofs  will  not  be  great,  if  the  fcoria  fhould 
not  be  altogether  put  to  the  beft  advantage.  For 
if  there  be  enough  of  the  Copper,  Rcgulm.Martis,  and 
Salt-petre  to  be  had,  they  are  to  be  reduced  into  fco¬ 
ria,  flowing  upon  the  Gold,  that  with  it  they  may 
leave  the  Gold  contained  in  them.  But  here  no  re¬ 
gard  is  had  to  the  fpiritual  or  fugacious  Gold  which 
they  contain,  which  is  laid  afide  with  the  fcoria,  and 
new  Copper  and  Regulus  is  put  to  the  Gold,  and 
the  fcoria  again  laid  afide  for  other  ufes,  fo  that  in 
one  and  the  fame  day,  this  labour  of  adding  new  mat¬ 
ter,  and  a  soft  feparating  the  fcoria,  may  be  repeated 
ten  or  twelve  times.  Whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
the  Gold  is  every  time  inriched,  and  attradleth  more 
corporeal  Gold  from  thofe  matters  in  one  day, than  it 
could  do  in  fourteen  daies,  if  they  contained  only 
fpiritual  Gold.  But  on  the  contrary,  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  Copper,  Regulus,  and  Salt-petre  are  required 
for  this  labour,  which  if  they  cannot  be  had  cheap, 
the  charge  will  be  the  greater,  feeing  that  thofe  Me* 
tals  which  are  pregnant  with  corporeal  Gold,  will 
abundantly  compenfate  the  charge,  efpecially  if  be¬ 
nefit  be  made  of  the  fcoria  ,  which  we  will  prefently 
Ihew.  But  if  a  quantity  of  the  faid  matters  be  wan^ 
ting,  and  vulgar  Antimony  and  Copper  be  ufed  for 
the  extrariing  the  fpiritual  Gold  only,  there  will  not 
be  madefo  many  Scoria.  •,  but  it  fulficeth,  that  the  firifc 
fcoria  be  left  fo  long  in  flux  upon  the  gold  or  filver, 
until  they  have  yielded  fome  augmentation  to  the 
fame.  And  in  the  mean  time,  the  addition  of  no 
other  thing  is  required,  but  Salt-petre,  of  which  a 
little  is  to  be  injefled  to  the  hardened  fcoria,  to. 
render  them  more  fufile,  and  to  cover  the  Gold  the 
better  with  their  flux-  This  way  will  not  coft  fo 
much,  befides  a  good  quantity  of  Coals :  Nor  will 
the  Work  it  felf  be  fo  troublefome,  feeing  that  it  need 
be  infpedted  only  once  in  two  or  three  hours,  and 
any  Boy  may  govern  the  fire.  Or  if  the  Furnace  be 
fo  built,  that  (like  a  dull  Henry)  the  Coals  con= 
ftantly  Aiding  down ,  the  fire  may  feed  it  felf ,  the 
Operation  may  be  continued  night  and  day  without 
any  looking  after.  In  the  working  the  other  way 
with  Metals  containing  corporeal  Gold,  there  is  more 
labour  and  care,  feeing  that  every  hour  the  fcoria 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  new  metals  to  be  added. 
Therefore  every  man  may  chiAe'thaC  which  is  raoft 
convenient  for  him. 

Moreover,  where  neither  Antimony,  Copper,  or 
Iron  abounding  with  corporeal  Gold,  are  to  be  had, 
the  Operation  may  be  inftituted  in  another  manner, 
and  applied  to  the  making  of  falt-petre  in  abundance, 
and  with  fmall  cofts.  For  after  the  Regulus  and 
Copper,  in  flux  upon  the  gold,  are  reduced  to  fco¬ 
ria,  they  are  not  to  be  removed,  as  otherwife  they 
are  wont,  but  the  Copper  with  the  Regulus  muft  be 
precipitated  from  the  Nitre,  by  the  Powder  pf  Coals, 
in  which  precipitation  the  gold  taketh  to  it  felf  the 
metal  reduced  into  fcoria,  fo  that  the  fixt  Nitre  on-- 
ly  is  to  be  removed,  which  is  afterwards  to  be  put  to 
other  ufes :  And  the  Copper  and  Regulus,  by  the 
addition  of  new  falt-petre,  are  again  to  be  reduced 
to  fcoria,  and  to  be  precipitated  from  the  Nitre 
by  the  Powder  of  Coals,  and  the  Nitre  again  re¬ 
moved.  So  the  Copper  and  Regulus  will  alwaies 
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remain  in  flux  upon  the  gold  in  the  Teft,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  added  Nitre  will  be  every  time  fepa- 

NB.  This  Labour  doth  not  indeed  draw  forth 
fo  much  gold  as  that  which  hath  new  metals  added 
every  time  to  the  gold  j  but  yet  it  excelleth  that  in 
which  the  Metals  are  kept  in  a  continual  flux  upon 
the  gold,  without  the  addition  of  new  j  for  as  often 
as  the  Copperj  with  the  Regulus,  are  burnt  by  the 
Nitre,  fo  often  the  Nitre  burneth  and  confumeth 
fomewhat  of  their  fiiperfluous  fulphur,  and  by  hovv 
much  the  more  the  corhbuftible  fulphur  is  burnt  and 
confumed,  by  fo  much  the  more  the  fpiritual  gold 
in  it  is  dillblved,  and  adjoineth  it  felf  to  the  corpo¬ 
real  gold,  to  get  it  felf  a  body. 

And  this  is  the  difference  of  thofe  Operations, 
of  which  a  man  may  chufe  wflich  he  pleafeth ,  or 
rather  that  which  fits  the  matters,  he  hath  athand. 
Whichfoever  he  lhall  undertake,  it  will  afford  a  pro¬ 
fit  not  to  be  flighted,  efpecially  if  he  pay  not  too 
dear  for  his  Nitre ,  or  can  make  it  himfelf  at  a 
cheap  rate. 


’How  Proft  may  he  made  of  the  Scoria  which 
remain  after  this  Operation, 

i 

IT  behoveth  the  ftudious  of  Art  to  know ,  .that 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  fcoria  removed  from 
I  the  gold  by  the  forementioned  Operations.  Thofe 
which  are  removed  from  the  gold  only  remaining 
in  the  teft,  and  in  which  the  Nitre,  Antimony,  and 
Copper  remain  '  mixt,  are  metallick,  _  from  which 
;  the  Copper  and  Regulus  may  be  precipitated  and  fe- 
i  parated,  by  the  calling  in  of  crude  Antimony  or 
Powder  of  Coals.  The  fcoria  from  which  the  Me* 
tals  are  already  precipitated  in  the  teft,  are  nothing 
but  fixt  Nitre.  The  fcoria  alfo  differ,  in  which  the 
Metals  are  precipitated  by  Antimony,  from  thofe 
I  which  are  precipitated  by  Coals  *,  thofe  partake  more 
of  fulphur,  thefe  lefs;  for  the  fulphur  of  coals  dif- 
1  fers  in  its  nature  from  the  fulphur  of  antimony,  and 
I  requireth  that  a  difference  be  obferved,  and  that 
cither  fcoria  being  put  to  its  due  ufe,  it  may  bring 
the  defired  profit.  And  this  is  the  difference  : 
When  the  Copper,  with  the  Regnlus-Mams^  is  pre¬ 
cipitated  by  coals,  that  the  Copper,  with  the  Regu* 

I  lus  of  Antimony,  is  precipitated,  but  the  Iron  which 
!  was  in  the  Regulus  admitteth  not  of  precipitation, 

'  but  remaineth  in  the  fcoria  ^  whence  it  comes  to 
I  pafs,  that  the  Regulus,  after  precipitation,  is  found 
i  to  be  lighter  than  when  it  was  put  into  the  Cru- 

i  cible.  Therefore  what  the  precipitated  Regulus 

hath  loft,  neceflarily  remaineth  in  the  fcoria ;  for 
which  caufe  thofe  fcoria  are  of  more  hard  and  dif¬ 
ficult  fufion  than  thofe  which  remain  after  the  pre- 
j  cipitation  with  Antimony '.  For  when  the  metals  are 
precipitated  by  the  calling  in  of  Antimony,  to  one 
.  pound  of  fcoria,  an  ounce,  and  fometimes  more,  of 
Antimony,  is  call  in,  which  precipitateth  all  the 
Copper  and  the  Regulus  attraifted  by  the  Nitre,  and 
giveth  a  more  ready  fufion  to  the  fcoria*  But  no¬ 
thing  more  plainly  iheweth  the  difference,  than  the 
pouring  of  water  upon  the  fcoria,  to  make  a  lixivi- 
um.  The  fcoria  upon  which  the  coals  were  caft,yield 
a  clearer  and  Ibarpcr  lixivium  than  thofe  on  which 
Antimony  was  caft.  On  the  contrary,  the  Antimc> 
nial  fcoria,  by  reafon  of  the  Antimonial  combufti- 
ble  fulphur,  arc  of  a  drier  nature  and  property. 


The  beft  thing  in  both  the  fcoria,  is  the  fixt  Ni¬ 
tre,  which  is  to  be  drawn  out  of  them  by  Water, 
and  may  be  pUt  to  various  ufes ,  with  no  fmall 
profit. 

In  the  firft  place,  from  thofe  fcoria  a  good  Me¬ 
dicinal  Tindture  may  be  drawn  by  the  affufion  of 
fpirit  of  Wine,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  di¬ 
vers  places  of  my  Writings.  Thofe  fcoria  far  ex¬ 
cel  all  Dung,  and  alfo  common  falt-petreit  felf,  in 
promoting  of  vegetation.  Neverthelefs,  they  are 
firft  to  be  made  more  temperate,  becaufe  they  are  too 
fiery  to  be  ufed  alone.  They  alfo  effedually  promote 
the  augmentation  of  Gold,  and  alfo  the  health  of 
the  humane  body,  by  their  moft  pure  Elfence  ex* 
trafted  by  the  fpirit  of  Wine. 

They  may  without  injury  be  called  The  Thilofo- 
phick  Dtifrgi  becaufe  they  augment  the  growing  power 
in  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  neither  in 
Operations  of  this  kind  is  there  any  Equal  in  the 
world. 

Their  fmell.  is  like  that  of  humane  Excrements  5 
nor  are  they  unlike  to  them  in  Afpeft,  but  moft 
efficacious  in  their  ufe-  There  are  many  things  of 
great  moment  yet  lie  hid  in  them,  all  which  it  is 
not  for  me  to  defcribe.  Thofe  things  which  I  have 
hitherto  written,  I  have  often  done  with  my  own 
hands,  and  proved  by  many  Experiments.  What  I 
driver  is  not  from  hear-fay ,  or  the  reading  of 
others  Books,  being  refolved  to  publilh  thofe  things 
only,  which  an  infallible  Experience  hath  taught  me, 
fo  that  every  man  may  boldly,  and  without  any 
doubting,  give  credit  to  them- 
Moreover,  this  fixed  Nitre  is  endowed  with  the 
fame  virtue  with  other  ftrong  lixivi  urns  :  Never¬ 
thelefs,  it  is  more  efficacious  than  that  of  any  common 
Wood,  inafmuch  as  Nitre  exceedeth  the  fixed  fait 
of  Wood  in  its  maturity.  The  refidue  of  the  fco¬ 
ria  from  which  the  lixivium  is  extradled,  ferveth 
for  the  glazing  of  earthen  Velfels. 

He  ,'that  delireth  to  know  more  of  fixed  Nitre^ 
may  find  it  in  my  Furnaces^  as  alfo  in  my  Pharmac. 
Spagyric.  and  efpecially  in  Explication  of  Miraca-. 
lum  AFundi ;  where  he  will  meet  with  many  things 
worthy  of  admiration.  For  the  Philofophick  Dung, 
fee  the  3  5  Article  of  The  Explication  of  AFiraculum 
APundij  my  Apology  againft  Farnner^  and  the  De- 
fcription  of  my  Prefs  for  Wood,  in  this  Treatife  *, 
in  which  places  he  may  find  thofe  things  which  will 
abundantly  fatisfiehim.  Concerning  this  Univerfal 
r tho’  contemptible)  fubjed  Nitre,  we  will  treat  more, 
God  willing,  in  the  following  fecond  part  of  Miracu¬ 
lum  Mundi. 

Here  we  have  (hewed  the  well-minded  Reader,how 
by  this  one  only  Operation,  he  may  encreafe  or  aug¬ 
ment  his  Gold,  inrich  his  Fields  with  a  fruitful 
foil,  and  prefer ve  his  health  \  fo  that  there  will  be 
none  who  may  not  receive  profit  from  it. 

I  cannot  but  here  commemorate  what  fome  time 
happened  to  me  in  this  Operation-  When  the  Cop¬ 
per  arid  Regulus- Martis  were  mixed  by  melting  toge* 
ther,  and  reduced  into  fcoria  by  Nitre,  the  matter 
thence  proceeding  was  wonderful,  appearing  va¬ 
riety  of  fair  Colours,  emulating  a  Peacocks  Tail. 
Therefore  when  I  faw  fuch  various  colours,  I  pre- 
fently  thought  with  my  felf,  whetl^r  that 
might  not  be  fit  for  making  a  Tindlure,  which 
might  change  the  imperfefl  Metals  into  Gold ;  feeing 
that  I  had  read  in  fome  philofophers,  that  there  is 
more  Tindure  in  Iron  and  Copper  than  in  Gold, 
which  gave  me  an  occafion  of  confidering  whethci^ 
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this  conjund;ion  of  AUrs  and  f^emis^  might  not  be 
the  Adultery  fpoken  of  by  the  Poets,  or  rather  the 
Vitriol  of  the  Philofophers  ^  for  this  matter  retameth 
a  very  fair  greenefs?  not  only  in  the  (ire,  but  alfo  out 
of  it,  as  well  wet  as  dry.  Whence  I  began  to  per- 
fwade  my  felf?  that  Iron  was  the  Gold  of  Philofo¬ 
phers  ,  Copper  tlieir  Lima ,  and  Antimony  their 
u4rgcnt‘Viv''^  and  Nitre  to  perform  the  Office  of  a 
Solvent  or  Bath,  in  which  they  are  dilToIved  and  di- 
gelled.  P>eing  moved  with  all  thefe  things,  that  ! 
might  make  a  tVial,  according  to  my  funplicity,  '1  put 
all  the  laid  matters  into  a  Glafs,  and  committed  it  to 
rnlcan-)  (or  the  Fire)  which  being  adminillred  by  de¬ 
grees,  all  the  matter  paffied  together  into  a  black  CO'- 
lour  i  to  which  a  very  fair  greennefs,  with  variega¬ 
ted  colours  refembling  the  Tail  of  a  Peacock,  fuc- 
ceeded,  which  continued  in  the  Fire  for  fome  weeks. 
But  feeing  that  it  would  not  at  all  be  changed,  I 
being  wearied  with  the  tedioufnefs,  took  the  fair 
matter  out  of  the  glafs,  and  put  it  into  a  Cruci¬ 
ble  which  I  fet  in  a  Glafs-makers  Furnace,  that  I 
might  perform  this  Operation  with  the  lefs  La¬ 
bour  :  And  after  three  dales  I  again  took  it  out, 
and  I  found  all  the  matter  changed  into  a  glafs  of 
a  bloody  colour,  but  not  tranfparent.  The  Cruci¬ 
ble  being  broken ,  I  found  in  the  bottom  a  little 
Regulus  of  an  Iron-like  colour,  which  being  tefted 
with  Lead,  yielded  white  Silver,  which  being  dif- 
folved  in  Jejua-fortis-,  left  no  Gold  at  the  bottom. 
Being  flrook  with  admiration ,  I  began  to  think 
whence  that  Silver  (hould  proceed,  feeing  that  I  did 
net  expedl  Silver,  but  Gold  •,  at  length  being  fatis- 
fied  in  that,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  from  this  fubjed 
by  one  and  the  fame  labour,  might  be  made  both  a 
red  and  a  white  Tinflure  •,  but  I  have  not  hitherto 
had  time  and  opportunity  to  try  the  truth  of  the 
matter  experimentally.  Whatfoever  I  have  here 
written,  is  only  that  1  might  afford  matter  to  others 
who  are  defirous  of  feeking,  by '  whofe  diligent 
fearches  fome  good  may  be  obtained.  This  Ad¬ 
monition  I  alfo  think  neceffary,  That  they  who  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  any  fubjeft  to  a  conftancy  in  the 
Fire,  by  fixing,  as  the  Chymifts  call  it,  that  they 
lute  and  clofe  well  their  Veffels,  left  the  Air  (which 
is  a  great  impediment  to  the  Operation)  fhould 
hinder  the  Work. 

For  -Example.  A  Wood-coal,  for  the  greatefl 
part,  confifteth  of  a  fugacious  and  immature  Sul¬ 
phur,  mixt  with  a  few  f^ces,  being  put  into  an 
open  Crucible,  and  fet  in  a  fmall  Fire,  it  isprefent* 
ly  burnt,  and  being  all  confumed,  leaveth  nothing 
in  the  Crucible,  but  a  few  Salt-afhes  i  but  being 
put  into  a  Crucible  well  clofed  and  defended  from 
the  Air,  and  committed  to  a  great  Fire,  and  there¬ 
in  kept  for  many  years,  yet  would  lofe  nothing  of 
its  weight,  colour  and  body,  but  would  remain  a 
black  Coal,  without  any  alteration-  But  on  the 
contrary,  if  any  Mercurial  fait  be  added  to  the 
Coal  in  a  due  weight,  and  be  enclofed  with  it  in  a 
crucible  but  one  day^  and  kept  in  the  fire,  the  coal 
will  be  changed  into  a  red,  fiery,  heavy  Hone,  more 
Metallick  than  V egetable,  whofe  admirable  Virtues 
the  Tongue  cannot  declare.  Seeing  therefore  that 
from  any  fugacious  and  volatile  Vegetable  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time  a  conflant  fixed  thing  may  be  made  by 
Art,  Why  fliould  not  the  fame  be  made  much  bet: 
ter  of  fome  Mineral  or  Metal,  which  is  much  nea¬ 
rer  to  Fixity  ?  And  although  thefe  coals  black 
the  hand  ,  neverthelefs  they  contain  much  good, 
which  he  that  knows  how  toi  come  at,  will  by  the 


fame  eafily  make  his  hands  white  again,  and  draw 
that  from  it  which  is  more  conducive  to  the  health 
of  Man’s  Body,  than  from  all  the  coffly  and  fading 
things  in  the  whole  World.  ^  Word  is  enough  tom 
Wife.  Although  I  have  here  ffiewed,  that  Ifulphu* 
rated  Nitre  is  a  true  Medicine  for  Animals,  Vege¬ 
tables,  and  Minerals,  yet  I  would  not  be  underflood 
p  if  i  affirmed  there  was  no  other,  which  is  not  my 
intention,  feeing  that  if  this  Medicine  were  to  be 
generally  ufed  for  Vegetables,  it  would  be  too  cofl^ 
lyx  \iand  there  are  other  things  deferibed  in  this  Boof^ 
for  that  purpofe^  which  are  far  cheaper  3  and  I  have 
fhewed  it  only  to  the  end  that  the  wonderful  Works 
of  God  might  be  manifefl  to  thofe  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  try.  For  if  any  one  will  macerate  the  feed 
of  any  Vegetable  in  the  Tincture  drawn  from  ful- 
phurated  Nitre,  by  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  in  a  warm 
Bath,  he  may  from  that  macerated  feed  produce 
a  growmg  Herb,  in  a  few  hours  fpace. 

A  Tindure  of  this  fort  will  efieft  morein  curing 
of  Difeafes,  than  a  whole  Apothecary’s  Shop.  But 
he  that  knoweth  how  to  join  fome  fpiritual  Gold 
with  this  Tindlure,  that  the  Gold  may  thence  at- 
trafttoit  felf  nourifhment  and  encreafe,  as  a  Vege¬ 
table  doth  from  the  Earth,  wilf  eafily  obtain  allni- 
verfal  Medicine.  But  if  any  think  that  I  mean  fuch 
a  Medicine  as  changeth  the  imperfed  Metals  into 
Gold,  in  flux,  he  is  miflaken,  for  that  is  to  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Stone  of  Philofophers  only.  But  I 
call  it  Univerfal,  as  it  is  the  chief  Medicine  of  Ani¬ 
mals,  Vegetables,  and  Metals,  which  I  intend  alwaies 
to  keep  by  me,  ready  prepared,  that  I  may  render 
others  partakers  thereof  I  intend  alfo  this  Win¬ 
ter  to  prepare  a  great  quantity  of  the  Univerfal 
Medicine  for  Vegetables,  by  the  benefit  whereof 
Grain  may  be  made  to  grow  in  meer  Sand  ,  that 
fo  this  Invention  may  become  profitable  to  many 
men,  provided  they  will  but  undertake  the  work: 
Not  that  I  intend  to  prepare  this  of  Nitre,  which 
is  too  coffly  for  the  Dunging  of  Fields.  For  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  which  is  abundantly  cheaper,  in  a  few 
hours,  may  be  fo  changed,  that  lofingits  corrofive 
Nature  and  Property,  it  becomes  plainly  like  Ni¬ 
tre  in  taffe,  figure,  and  virtue ,  but  not  inflamable, 
and  excelleth  the  Dung  of  Cattel  for  dunging  of 
Land.  Neither  let  any  man  fear  that  this  Pre¬ 
paration  of  common  Salt  requireth  much  labour  or 
trouble,  or  is  difficult  to  be  done  ;  for  he  that  (hall 
fee  the  Operation  but  once,  will  eafily  be  able  to 
underffand  and  imitate  the  fame- 

Hence,  feeing  that  in  all  places  there  are  many 
barren  Fields  to.be  found,  it  cannot  be,  but  that  great 
profit  may  be  acquired  by  it. 


Arcanum  III. 

A  Gift  offered  to  all  diligent  Phyficians. 

f 

The  profitable  nfe  of  SaltsPetre,  the  Concentration  of 
Metals,  and  Preparation  of  Excellent  Medicines. 

ALthough  in  the  Firft  Part  of  Miraculum  Mundi 
I  have  deferibed  divers  concentrations  and 
emendations  of  Metals  neverthelefs  in  thofe  there 
is  nothing  common  with  that  Arcamm,  which  I  in-  i 

tend- 
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tend  here  to  defcribe.  For  thofe  Arcana  concern 
only  the  emendation  of  the  imperfed  Metals  ^  but 
this  alfo  treateth  of  the  Preparation  of  many  ex¬ 
cellent  Medicines. 

The  manner  of  concentrating  and  amending  of 
Metals  by  Nitre. 

FIrfl:,  a  Man  is  to  be  made  of  Iron  j  having  two 
nofes  on  his  head,  and  on  his  crown  a  mouth) 
which  may  be  opened,  and  again  clofe  fliuc.  This, 
if  it  be  to  beufed  for  the  concentration  of  Metals,  is 
to  be  fo  inferred  into  another  man,  made  of  Iron  or 
Stone,  that  the  inward  head  only  may  come  forth 
of  the  outward  man ,  but  the  reft  of  his  body  or 
belly  may  remain  hidden  in  the  belly  of  the  exteriour 
man.  And  to  each  nofe  of  the  head,  glafs  receivers 
are  to  be  applied,  to  receive  the  vapours  afcending 
from  the  hot  ftomach.  W hen  you  ufe  this  man j  you 
tnuft  render  him  bloody  with  fire,  to  make  him  hun¬ 
gry  and  greedy  of  Food-  When  he  grows  extream- 
ly  hungry,  he  is  to  be  fed  with  a  white  Swan  : 
When  that  Food  lhall  be  given  to  this  Iron  man,  an 
admirable  Water  will  afcend  from  his  fiery  ftomach 
into  his  head, and  thence  by  his  two  nofes  flow  into 
the  appointed  Receivers;  a  Water,  I  fay,  which 
will  be  a  true  and  efficacious  Aqna-vita  for  the  Iron 
man  confumeth  the  whole  fvvan  by  digefting  it,  and 
changeth  it  into  a  moft  excellent  and  profitable 
Food  for  the  King  and  Queen,  by  which  they  are 
corroborated,  augmented,  and  grow.  But  before  the 
Swan  yieldeth  up  her  fpirit,  Ihe  fingeth  her  Swan¬ 
like  fong,  which  being  ended,  her  breath  expireth 
with  a  ftrong  wind,  and  leaveth  her  roafted  body  for 
meat  for  the  King,  but  her  anima  or  Ipirit  fhe  con- 
fecrateth  to  the  gods,  that  thence  may  be  made  a 
Salamander,  a  wholfome  Medicament  for  men  and 
metals. 

This  manner  of  operating ,  by  which  metals  are 
wont  to  be  concentrated,  I  was  willing  to  dcfcribe 
in  this  Enigma,  that  it  may  be  known  to  be  no  Fa¬ 
ble,  but  that  the  fame  manner  hath  been  defcribed 
by  other  Philofophers  before  me.  This  appears  from 
the  fixth  Key  of  he  delivers  the  like  man¬ 

ner-  BafiUits  writeth  concerning  Salt'.Petre  fpeaking 
of  it  felf ;  IVhen  my  End  is  threatned-,  &c.  From 
which  words  it  is  manifeft,  that  he  ufed  the  fame 
way  for  the  particular  and  univerfal  emendation  of 
Metals,  as  alfo  for  the  preparing  of  excellent  Medi¬ 
cines-  But  becaufe  this  Enigma  is  a  little  too  ob- 
fcure  for  the  unskilful,  I  think  good  to  interpret 
it  word  by  word. 

The  Iron  man  is  the  deftilling  Veflel,  which  I  have 
defcribed  in  the  Second  Part  of  my  Furnaces.  This 
is  put  into  another  Iron  or  Stone  Furnace,  and  the 
fire  under  it.  To  the  nofes  or  pipes  of  the  upper 
part,  fome  Receivers  are  to  be  fo  applied,  that  at 
leaft  three  Glafs- Receivers  may  be  applied  to  one 
nofe,  the  firft  of  which  is  to  be  firmly  luted  to  the 
nofe  •,  the  fecond  muft  enter  the  perforated  belly  of 
the  firft  Glafs,  by  a  Pipe  •,  and  in  like  manner  the 
third  muft  be  inferred  into  the  belly  of  the  fecond  j 
the  Pipe  of  the  fecond  Glafs,  which  entereth  the 
belly  of  the  firft,  is  to  be  well  luted ;  the  third  is 
not  to  be  luted  to  the  belly  of  the  fecond ,  but  to 
remain  open,  that  the  expiring  gafs  may  go  out 
of  the  fecond  into  the  third-  To  the  other  nofe 
alfo  three  or  four  Receivers  are  to  be  applied  af¬ 
ter  the  fame  manner,  but  fo  that  the  laft  may  re¬ 


remain  unluted.  The  white  Swan  is  the  Amalgama 
of  Tin  and  Ar gent. vive yes  which  Nitre  is  added  ;  and 
it  is  done  as  prefently  you  lhall  hear,  f  See  the  Figure 
of  this  Furnace,  before  the  beginning  of  this  Treatife^  no-, 
ted  with  pag-  96.  3 

A  is  the  Furnace. 

B,  The  J^ejj'elinthc  Furnace, 

C,  The  FJole  with  an  hollow  V'erge-,  through  which  the 

Swan  is  conveyed  into  the  V' ffel.  '  ' 

D,  The  Tongs  holding  the  Cover  with  which  the  Te/« 
fel  is  to  be  covered  as  foon  as  the  Swan  is  jiut  in. 

E,  An  iron  Ladle-}  wherewith  the  Swan  is  put  into 
the  FeJJel. 

F,  The  Receiver. 

G,  The  Bench  that  fupports  the  Receiver‘s 

H,  The  Laborator), 

jft.  one  part  of  Tin,  melt  it  in  a  Crucible,  when  it 
is  melted,  take  the  Crucible  out  of  the  Fire,  and  pour 
out  the  melted  Tin  into  another  earthen  VelTel, 
and  mix  therewith  one  part  of  Argent-vive ,  which 
will  prefently  be  abforbed  by  the  Tin,  but  the  Tin 
will  become  lo  brittle  and  friable ,  that  it  may  be 
ground  upon  a  ftone  to  fine  powder.  With  this 
fine  powder  mix  two  parts  of  good  and  pure  Salt.- 
Petre,  by  grinding  them  well  together,  till  the  AmaU 
gama  cannot  be  known  from  the  Salt.petre^  but  one 
white  powder  be  made  of  both.  This  powder  is  The 
Swan  of  BafdiitS}  of  which  he  prepareth  Meat  for  the 
King  ;  but  I  call  it  The  Fulmen  of  Jove-,  by  which  all 
Metals  are  deftroyed  and  reduced  into  nothing.  And 
from  this  nothing,  Metals  queh  better  and  more  noble 
are  generated  de  novo.  Concerning  this  deftrudion 
and  regeneration  of  Metals,  confult  Paracelfush  Book 
ofTheJ^exationof  Alchymtfs,  and  the  Third  Part  of 
my  -Mineral  Work^}  and  you  lhall  find,  th^t  Par acelfus 
hath  involved  this  Operation  in  obfeure  words,  as 
alfo  Bafilius,  who  delivereth  the  fame  in  his  fixth 
Key,  with  the  fame  obfeurityi  which  here^  without 
any  covering,  I  have  openly  and  clearly  made  mani¬ 
feft. 

NB .  I  would  have  the  ftUdious  of  this  N oble  Science 
know,  that  Jupiter  alone,  or  Tin  mixt  with  Glafs  on> 
ly,  in  this  artificial  deftiJlation  by  the  fiery  man,  yields 
that  medicinal  fpirit,  without  the  addition  of  Ar¬ 
gent-vive  ,  and  leaveth  the  meat  or  augment  of  0 
and  >  in  the  bottom.  But  that  our  Anceftors  have 
adjoined  Mercury  or  Argent-vive,  I  alfo  by  experience 
have  found  it  profitable-  But  it  is  chiefly  done  for 
this  end,  that  the  Tin  being  rendered  friable  and  fit 
for  grinding,  may  the  better  be  mixed  with  the  Ni¬ 
tre  ;  for  it  would  be  laborious  and  troublefome  to 
file  the  Tin  to  mix  and  deftil  with  the  Nitre,  as 
Baptifta  Porta  teacheth  in  his  Natural  Magick.  This 
reduction  into  Powder  by  Mercury,  is  performed  in  a 
very  ffiort  time,  and  wonderfully  promoteth  the  La¬ 
bour,  whilft  the  Mercury  atfting  upon  the  porous  Ju¬ 
piter,  penetrateth  him,  and  rendereth  him  compaft. 
On  the  contrary.  The  Fulmen  of  Jove  burneth  the 
wings  of  Mercury,  and  maketh  him  remain  ftable  y 
fo  Jupiter  is  an  help  to  Mercury,  and  Mercury  to 
Jupiter,  and  both  become  more  noble  by  the  power 
and  efficacy  of  Salt=petre;  for  Jupiter  poflefleth  much 
combuftible  fulphur,  which  neverthelefs  burneth  not 
per  fe,  without  fome  help;  in  the  effefting  of  which 
Salt- Petre  is  a  Matter,  having  neither  fuperiour  nor 
equal.  Well  doth  Baft  fay,  that  fulphur  only  is 
^  Fff  Hi- 
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Nitre’s  belt  Friend,  and  alfb  its  vvorft  Enemy,  which 
we  have  found  to  be  mo(t  true,  in  this  operation. 

When  the  Tin  and  Nitre  grow  hot  together?  they 
take  Flame  like  Gun-powder  the  purer  part,  like 
fome  fubdle  fpirit?  vanilheth  into  the  Air,  and  the 
more  fixed,  ftable,  and  better  remaineth  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  •,  for  the  noxious  and  fuperfiuous  Sulphur  of  the 
Tin  is  burnt  by  the  Salt-Petre,  which  being  fepa- 
rated  the  reft  of  the  Tin  acquireth  a  more  compadl 
and  better  body.  The  Mercury  alfo  adjoined  in  this 
operation,  yieldeth  whatfoever  good  he  hath,  offe¬ 
ring  his  Spirit  for  Medicine,  and  his  Body  for  the 
encreafe  of  Gold  or  Silver  •,  fo  that  more  profit  ac¬ 
crues  by  the  addition  of  Mercury,  than  if  Jupiter 
were  fulminated  by  Nitre  alone.  Very  few  will  be¬ 
lieve  how  noble  a  Sulphur  there  is  hid  in  Jupiter, 
which  can  be  made  manifefl:  by  Nitre  only.  Truly 
Mercury  can  by  no  way  be  better  deceived  and 
overcomcy  than  by  the  Fulmen  of  jfow,  which  calls 
a  terrourupon  all  the  gods.  Therefore  they  are 
very  wary,  left  they  be  touched  with  that  Thun¬ 
der,  and  flain  with  fudden  death.  If  Jupiter  were 
deftitute  of  his  moft  efficacious  Thunder ,  neither 
his  father  h,  nor  ©,  nor  ;> ,  wdth  the  reft  of  the  gods, 
would  be  fubjeck  to  him.  Mars,  Venus,  and  Mercu¬ 
ry  would  only  fport  themfelves  with  him.  Mars 
would  flievv  him  his  Sword,  2  would  intangle  him 
with  her  amorous  Net,  and  5,  the  deluder  of  all 
dreaming  Alchyraifts,  would  fly  away, and  laugh  at 
him.  P^olens  nolens  they  all  fear  Jupiter,  and  muft 
allow  him  the  Empire  ;  the  converfation  of  Jove  is 
perilous  to  all  the  Metals,  even  as  it  often  brings 
fubjeftsinto  no  fmall  danger,  to  converfe  with  their 
Prince-  Hence  the  vulgar  Proverb,  Procd  jove, 
frocul  a  fulmine ;  He  that  keeps  from  the  fire,  is  not 
in  danger  of  being  burnt- 

But  leaving  thofe  things,  we  will  now_  addrefs 
our  felves  to  the  operation  it  felf,  and  plainly  fhew 
how  it  is  to  be  performed.  And  firft.  Jet  the  ftu- 
diousknow  that  this  Work  requires  a  diligent  and 
skilful  Operator ;  but  he  who  knows  not  how  with 
skill  to  handle  the  Fire,  ladvife  himtoabftainfrom 
this  Work.  The  Art  is  true  and  excellent,  fo  that 
he  that  underftands  but  a  little,  may  fee  the  whole 
Work  to  ftand  upon  a  firm  foundation  drawn  from 
Nature.  He  that  knows  the  nature  of  Metals  and 
Minerals,  knows  that  the  goodnefs  and  perfection  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  the  belt  of  Metals  ,  confifts  in  a 
ftable,  fixed,  and  incombuftible  matter,  and  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  imperfection  of  the  imperfeCt  Me¬ 
tals,  proceedeth  from  a  combnftible  and  ftinking 
Sulphur  only  ;  which  fuperfiuous  Sulphur,  if  it  ffiall 
be  any  way  feparated  from  them,  that  which  re- ' 
maineth,  ought  neceflarily  to  be  purer,  more  fufi- 
ble,  and  conftant  in  the  fire.  There  are  many  waies 
by  which  thatfuperfluous  and  combnftible  Sulphur  is 
feparated  from  Metals  ;  of  which  mention  is  made 
in  the  M.ineral  Work,  and  the  fourth  part  of  Fur¬ 
naces.  In  this  operation,  the  manner  of  feparating 
it  by  combuftion,  is  performed  by  Nitre.  In  this 
Treatife  alfo  other  waies  are  indicated,  yet  Nitre  is 
to  be  ufed  in  them  all. 

But  the  ftudious  of  Art  ought  to  know  that  in  this 
Operation,  not  only  the  fuperfiuous  Sulphur  of  Ju¬ 
piter  and  5  may  be  feparated  and  confumed  by  burn¬ 
ing  and  each  Metal  concentrated  and  amended,  but 
alfo  to  both,  or  to  %  alone  other  Metals  may  be  ad¬ 
ded,  and  by  the  help  ofSalt-petremay  be  fulminated 
and  concentred  ;  for  the  Fulmen  of  love  doth  not  on¬ 
ly  concenter  and  amend  his  own  proper  body,  but 


alfo  other  Metals  adjoined  to  him.  Nor  do  I  know 
a  nearer  way  of  deftroying  Gold  and  Silver  quickly 
than  the  Fulmen  of  ]ove-,  which  fo  deftroyeth  all  the 
Metals,  that  afterwards  without  the  addition  of  other 
things,  they  cannot  by  any  force  of  fire  be  reduced 
to  their  former  fufile  bodies,  inafmuch  as  in  melting 
they  alwaies  pafs  into  Glafs,  every  one  being 
tinged  with  that  colour  which  is  proper  to  the  metal. 
Gold  is  changed  into  a  very  elegant  glafs,  like  to 
a  Puhf,  the  glafs  of  Silver  hath  the  colour  of  a 
folyte ;  the  glafs  of  Copper  hath  a  green  and  red 
colour  like  a  Jafper  ;  the  glafs  of  Mars  differs  not 
much  from  it;  the  glafles  of  Tin  and  Lead  remain 
white.  Thefe  Glaffb  being  (  by  an  artificial  redudti- 
on  )  reduced  into  their  bodies,  are  much  better  and 
nobler  than  they  were  before.  This  fudden  fire  alfo 
clippeth  the  wings  of  Mercury,  fo  that  part  of  him 
is  conftrained  with  the  V  to  abide  the  fire.  That 
fwift  fluxing  powder  which  is  compounded  of  Nitre, 
Tartar,  and  Sulphur,  mentioned  in  the  fecond  part  of 
my  Furnaces,  is  alfo  not  to  be  contemned-,  for  when 
that  mafs  is  mixed  with  5,  and  kindled  by  a  live 
Coal,  the  5  is  altered,  as  when  it  is  to  fuffer  the 
fire,  it  maketh  a  cracking  noife,  till  it  breaks  through 
the  fire,  but  being  apprehended  by  the  Fulmen  of 
Jox/r,  it  hath  no  time  allowed  it  to  cry  out.;  for 
when  it  beginneth  to  feel  the  heat,  it  fingeth  a  Swan¬ 
like  fong,  but  before  it  can  breakout  from  the  Ful¬ 
men  it  is  killed.  B  a  films  caWeth  this  The  Song  of  the 
Swan,  alluding  to  what  the  Ancients  have  delivered 
concerning  that  Bird,  viz,.  That  when  file  is  old, 
and  ready  to  die,  fiie  fings  a  fong,  which  being 
ended,  file  prefently  dieth-  This  Saying  the  vulgar 
believe  of  that  Bird,  which  yet  is  falfe,  feeing  that 
I  never  yet  heard  any^man  fay  that  he  had  heard  the 
Song  of  a  dying  Swan.  The  ancient  Philofophers 
hereby  meant  our  Metallick  Swan.  But  let  any  one 
enquire,  whether  the  Amalgama  of  %  and  5  may  be 
compared  with  a  Swan becaufe  it  may  every  way 
be  broken,  within  and  without,  it  is  like  to  the  r 
Feathers  of  the  faid  Bird,  and  therefore  the  Phi¬ 
lofophers  have  not  unfitly  called  it  a  Swan.  As 
for  its  fifiging,  it  is  thus ;  When  the  Amalgama  is 
mixt  with  Salt-Petre,  and  wrapt  up  in  Papers,  ^rid 
one  after  another  of  them  call  into  the  Iron  man, 
the  5  with  the  v  beginneth  to  fing  a  Song  like  the 
fine  Note  of  fome  Bird,  which  endureth  no  longer 
than  the  crowing  of  a  Cock,  feeing  that  the  flame 
prefently  followeth ,  which  maketh  the  fepara- 
tion- 

But  that  any  one  may  be  more  certain  of  this 
matter,  I  will  openly  and  clearly  expound  the  Ope¬ 
ration  word  by  word. 

R.  of  Tin  and  5  eachfe  j-  make  an  Amalgama,^^^ 

I  have  taught  above  ;  grind  this  with  ft  ij.  of  pure 
Salt-Petre,  fr eed/rom  all  its  faces,  reducing  the  whole 
mafs'  into  a  minute  powder,  till  the  Amalgama  can  be 
no  more  felt  by  the  fingers.  This  fine  powder  di- 
{tribute  into  fixty  equal  parts,  more  or  lefs,  and  put 
each  part  into  a  Paper,  fo  that  every  Paper  may 
contain  about  two  lothones,  or  an  ounce,  wrap  them 
up:  This  quantity  is  not  to  be  exceeded,  efpecially 
if  the  Iron  man  and  the  Receivers  be  not  large  •,  for 
the  lelTer  VelTels  require  the  lefs  of  the  matter: 
For  the  matter  being  call  into  the  red-hot  Velfel 
in  Papers,  when  it  taketh  flame,  giveth  a  crack  or 
puff  like  Gun-powder,  which  is  kindled  with  a  Coal. 
The  Labour  is  eafie,  which  may  be  called  The  Work 
of  Women,  or  Pluy  of  Boys.  For  as  foon  as  one  Paper 
is  enkindled,  the  vapours  afeending  with  fmoak  and 
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wind,  pafs  into  the  Receivers,  which  being  quietly 
fettled,  another  Paper  is  prefently  to  be  caft  _  in, 
that  it  may  fing  its  Swandike  Song ,  and  paft  into 
the  Receivers  in  a  fume.  This  calling  in  of 
pers  is  fo  long  to  be  continued  till  they  are  all  fpent. 
You  can  fcarcely  put  in  above  ten  Papers,  or  fifteen 
at  the  moll,  in  an  hour  •,  for  if  one  Paper  be  call  in 
toofoon  after  another,  the  afcending  Spirits  or  the 
V  and  5  would  not  all  fettle,  Tut  fome  would  ny 
out  at  the  hole  of  the  lall  Receiver,  and  be  loll-  _  y 
this  means  the  Iron  man  is  nourilhed  by  degrees  with 
his  food,  the  white  Swan,  even  as  Intants  are 

fuccelTively  fed  by  their  Mothers-  ^ 

After  all  the  Papers  are  in,  the  fire  is  to  be  let  go 
out  of  its  own  accord  j  and  when  all  the  Spirits  are 
condenfed  in  the  Receivers,  the  Receivers  are  to  be 
removed  one  after  another,  in  which  is  the  A^tma  ot 
Tin  and  Mercury,  and  of  that  metal  which  was  ad¬ 
ded  of  a  white  or  afhy  colour,  if  Tin  and  Mercury 
only  were  ufed-  But  if  Gold  was  added,  it  will 
be  of  a  purple  colour  •,  if  Silver,  of  a  yellow  ;  if 
Copper,  the  colour  will  be  reddilh.  And  this  is  not 
only  to  be  underllood  of  the  matter  which  palfeth 
into  the  Receiver,  but  alfo  of  that  which  remains  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Iron  man-  The  Amma  hideth  it 
lelfin  the  corporeal  flowers  which  alcend  into  the 
Receivers,  by  which  it  is  the  more  eafily  acquired, 
and  which  otherwife,  perhaps,  by  reafon  of  its  great 
fubtilty,  would  be  very  difficult  to  obtain. .  If  you 
can  put  your  hand  into  the  Receivers,  you  may  take 
out  the  flowers  with  a  bent  fpoon,  which  hide  the 
Anima  ’,  but  if  not,  with  an  Iron  Wier  fitted  .for 
the  ferapingthem  off,  or  by  wafh'ingthem  out  with 
Water,  which  are  to  be  handled  further,  as  you 

Ihall  prefently  hear.  ,  r  ,  , 

The  mafs  remaining  in  the  ftomach  of  the  fton 
man,  being  taken  out  when  it  is  cold,  hath  a  ^ry 
nature  and  a  white  colour,  if  it  were  only  ot  Tin 
and  Nitre,  but  if  any  other  metal  was  added,  the 
colour  will  be  varied,  as  above.  This  mafs  can¬ 
not  be  reduced  to  its  former  body  by  Fire  alone, 
how  vehement  foever  it  be,  feeing  that  when  it  is 
melted,  it  runneth  into  glafs,  and  that  too  very 
difficultly.  Neverthelefs,  by  the  following  operati¬ 
on  it  may  be  reduced^o  its  prifline  Body  :  Put  it 
into  a  very  ftrong  Cruciblej  which  cover,  and  fet  in 
a  Wind-Furnace  that  ^ill  give  a  very  ftrong  Fire 
(  fuch  as  is  my  Fourth  Furnace)  the  Fire  being  rai- 
fed  by  degrees,  let  it  be  made  white-hot,  and  when 
it  is  fo,  the  Cover  being  a  little  removed,  throw 
into  the  fiery  mafs  a  little  Sulphur,  Antimony,  or 
Coals  in  fine  powder,  put  on  the  Cover  again,  and 
laftly,  cover  the  Crucible  over  with  Coals,  that  all 
the  matter  may  flow  well-  In  this  operation  the 
combuftible  Sulphur  will  enter  the  fixt  Nitre,  and  fe^ 
parate  it  from  the  fixed  Metal,  and  with  the  fame, 
whatfoever  of  Sulphur,  Antimony,  or  Coals  was  ad¬ 
ded,  will  be  turned  into  black  Scoria.  The  Tin, 
with  the  Mercury,  and  the  Metal,ifany  were  added, 
feparateth  it  felf  from  the  Scoria,  and  returneth  in¬ 
to  a  metallick  body,  which  after  it  is  poured  out 
and  cold,  is  to  be  feparated  from  the  Scoria.  ^  Ju¬ 
piter  hath  the  afpeft  of  his  former  body,  but  is  a- 
mended,  as  the  proof  will  Ihew  him  that  pleafeth  to 
make  it  •,  the  remaining  Scoria  are  to  be  kept,  be- 
caufe  an  excellent  univerfal  Medicine  may  be  made 
of  them-  The  Regulus  melted  again,  is  again 
to  be  amalgamated  with  its  own  weight  of  Mercury, 
which  Amalgama  is  to  be  mixed  with  its  equal  weight 


of  Nitre,  and  put  up  into  Papers ,  and  again  call 
into  the  Iron  man,  as  we  have  ffiewed  before,  that 
the  Flowers  and  Anima  may  be  collected  and  added 
to  the  former.  The  remaining  mafs  is  to  be  preci¬ 
pitated  with  fulphur,  as  before,  and  the  Scoria  being 
feparated  from  the  Regulus ,  to  be  added  to  the 
former,  and  the  Regulus  to  be  again  brought  with 
Mercury  to  an  Amalgama.^  that  with  Nitre  the  Flo¬ 
wers  and  Anima  may  be  again  elicited.  This  Labour 
is  to  be  fo  often  repeated ,  until  half  the  Regulus 
be  converted  into  fcoria  :  That  part  which  remains 
being  examined  by  the  Cupel,  will  fliew  how  much 
gold  and  filver  is  generated  by  this  Labour. ,  Which 
profit  will  ferve  to  buy  other  Coals  and  Metals  to 
carry  on  the  Work.  The  Anima  which  palled  into 
the  Receivers  yieldeth  a  moft  excellent  medicine  ; 
fo  do  alfo  the  fcoria  which  were  referved  at  divers 
times,  afford  one  little  inferiour  to  that  •,  and  how 
they  are  to  be  handled,  we  will  teach  in  order^ 
Therefore-by  this  only  operation  a  univerfal  medi¬ 
cine  for  humane  and  metallick  bodies  is  acquired 
particularly,  and  from  the  remaining  part,  an  amen¬ 
ded  metal  paying  the  neceffary  coils  which  arere- 
quired  for  the  continuing  the  great  Work. 

How  therefore  particularly  of  Tin  and  Copper 
-often  fulminated,  one  may  get  a  profit  not  to  be 
contemned,  I  will  clearly  Ibew  *,  forafmuch  as  I  have 
not  performed  that  labour  only  once,  but  many  times; 
in  like  manner  I  will  deliver  the  way  and  mode  where¬ 
by  an  excellent  medicine  may  be  prepared  for  the  cu^ 
ring  of  all  curable  Difeafes,  which  alfo  I  have  ofteii 
done;  But  how  a  Univerfal  medicine  may  be  pie- 
pared  of  the  Anima  of  metals,  for  humane  and  me¬ 
tallick  bodies,  I  cannot  teach ;  for  I  have  not  hither¬ 
to  had  time  and  opportunity  of  perfedling  fo  great 
a  Work-  Neverthelefs,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt,  but 
that  the  Philofophick  Hone  may  be  made  of  this 
Anima :  But  by  what  means  I  think  this  may  be  ef¬ 
fected,  (  faving  to  every  man  his  own  judgment )  I 
will  not  conceal  from  the  ftudions  of  the  Divine 
Wonders.  What  I  have  done  with  my  hands,  I  can 
render  others  the  more  certain  of  ;•  thqfe  things 
which  I  have  not  done,  I  leave  as  they  are.  The 
beginning  of  the  Labour  I  have  clearly  enough  pro- 
pofed;  from  which,  if  any  man  cannot  learn  more, 
’tis  bell  for  him  to  abftain  from  this  kind  of  La- 


30ur.  -  r- 

All  the  Philofophers  cry  out  with  one  voice,  tix 
^he  volatile,  and  volattUz.e  the  fixt.,  and  you  Ihall  have 
;he  true  univerfal  medicine.  From  which  fcope  he 
ivill  not  erre,  who  Ihall  take  good  fubjeds  for  his 
work.  Therefore,  becaufe  in  this  our  operation, 
Sold  C  befides  the  reft  of  the  metals)  being  endowed 
with  a  moft  pure  body  ,  is  rendered  volatile  and 
-ugacious,  andftriptof  its  Antma,  yerily  it  will  be 
:redible,  that  of  the  Anima  of  Gold,  if  the  Anima 
af  Mercury  Ihall  be  joined  with  it  and  digefted  to 
ixation,  may  be  made  the  Salamander  copllant  in 
the  Fire-  The  purple  Anima  of  Gold  and  Mercury 
which  hath  palled  into  the  Receivers,  I  free  fto^T^ 
the  Flowers  of  Tin,  by  waffiing  it  out  with  the 
rweet  univerfal  Water,  known  to  every  one,  hi¬ 
tring  it  through  Paper,  coagulate  it,  and  then  hx  it 
mto  a  tinging  Hone.  And  I  doubt  not,  but  fome 

good  thing  will  thence  proceed.  ^  , 

From  the  fcoria  remaining  after  the  redudion,  you 
may  eafily  extrad  a  medicine.  Neverthelefs, thofe 
fcoria  are  divers,  and  have  a  diverfe  nature;  for 
thofe  which  remain  after  the  operation  with  Tm 
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and  Argent.vive,  are  of  another  nature  and  proper-  ' 
ty  than  thofe  which  proceed  from  the  working  With 
Other  Metals  adjoined  to  thofe  two,  as  Gold,  Silver, 
Copper,  or  Iron.  Every  Metal  hath  its  own  proper 
powers  and  virtues,  which  in  the  extraftion  of  the 
Scoria  go  forth  together,  and  render  that  Extract 
more  noble,  or  elfe  diminiih  its  virtues-  Gold  and 
Silver  have  a  different  nature  and  properties  from 
Copper  and  Iron-  Neverthelefs  Copper  and  Iron 
are  not  malignant  or  hurtful  in  the  Scoria,  but  alfo 
poffefs  great  virtues.  Neverthelefs  the  greateft  vir¬ 
tues  which  are  elicited  from  the  Scoria,  areto  be  ta¬ 
ken  for  a  Tindure  of  Sulphur ;  for  the  Metals  being 
deftroyed  by  fulmination,  and  again  reduced  into  a 
body,  leave  but  a  very  fmall  part  in  the  Scoria, 
feeing  that  their  greateft  part  returneth  into  a  me- 
tallick  body.  Therefore  the  Scoria  principally  con- 
fill  of  fixt  Nitre,  and  that  Sulphur  by  which  the 
deftroyed  Metals  are  again  reduced  into  a  metallick 
body  from  the  Nitre-  The  Scoria  of  the  Metals  de¬ 
ftroyed  and  precipitated  by  Coals,  or  common  Sul¬ 
phur,  have  one  and  the  fame  nature,  virtues,  and 
properties*  The  Scoria  of  that  redudion  made  by 
Antimony,  partake  of  another  nature,  to  wit,  of  a 
groffer  and  ftronger  than  thofe  which  are  made  by 
common  Sulphur  or  Coals,  for  they  fometimes  caufe 
vomiting,  which  the  other  do  not. 

And  this  I  would  note,  that  becaufe  Antimony  as 
yet  containeth  many  Arfenical  qualities,  common  Sul¬ 
phur  containeth  but  few,  and  Coals  none  at  all  •,  that 
therefore  alfo  the  Scoria  made  by  thefe,  are  fafer 
than  the  other  •,  neverthelefs,  I  confefs  that  thofe 
arefomewhat  cruder,  and  more  immature  than  thofe 
made  with  Antimony  •,  but  being  extraded  with  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  yield  an  excellent  Tindure,  which  is 
a  kind  of  aUniverfal  Medicine'-,  for  it  is  fiifficiently 
known,  that  no  fubjeds  (  Gold  and  Silver  except¬ 
ed  )  are  found  fitter  for  Medicine,  than  Antimony 
and  common  Sulphur.  And  becaufe  Wood-Coals 
exadly  anfwer  to  this  common  Sulphur  in  their 
nature,  properties,  powers,  and  virtue,  therefore  I 
commend  the’ Scoria’s  made  by  them,  and  prefer 
them  to  thofe  prepared  by  Mineral  Sulphur  and 
Antimony  •,  not  that  there  is  a  greater  efficacy  in 
Coals  than  in  Antimony  and  common  Sulphur, but  be¬ 
caufe  thofe  of  Coals  diffolved  by  fixt  Nitre^  are  ren¬ 
dered  more  apt  and  eafie  to  render  their  virtues  to 
fpirit  of  Wine,  are  of  a  more  eafie  extradion,  and 
are  foraewhat  more  familiar  to  the  animal  nature, 
than  common  Sulphur  and  Antimony.  But  the  Me¬ 
dicine  prepared  of  either  of  thofe  fcoria,  is  effica¬ 
cious,  and  differeth  but  little  in  its  external  fpe- 
cies  and  colour.  All  the  difference  in  thofe  Tin- 
dures,  is,  That  that  which  is  extraded  from  the 
Antimonial  fcoria,  if  it  be  taken  in  a  little  the  lar¬ 
ger  dofe,  before  fixation,  caufeth  vomiting,  and 
operateth  more  forcibly  than  the  other  two.  All 
three  after  the  manner  of  fulphurs,  gild  filver,  help 
the  growth  of  Vegetables,  by  dunging,  and  nouriffi 
and  augment  Gold  being  made  fpiritual,  and  clofed 
up  in  the  moift  way. 

And  although  I  do  not  yet  know  what  it  can  per¬ 
form  in  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals,  yet  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  that  if  it  were  fixed  and  rendered  conftant 
in  the  Fire,  and  madeto  have  ingrefs  into  metals,  that 
it  would  effed  fomething  in  tranfmutation.  It  fuf- 
ficeth  me  at  this  time  to  have  indicated  the  way  by 
which  a  univerfal  Remedy  againft  all  curable  DE 
feafes,  is  to  be  prepared  of  the  remaining  fcoria. 


He  that  defires  to  know  more,  let  him  fet  to  his 
hand ,  and  fearch  farther  ;  the  way  is  opened  to 
him:  But  if  he  defires  fomewhat  better,  let  him  fet 
upon  the  Spirit  of  Mercury  and  Gold,  which  is  forced 
into  the  Receivers,  and  fearch  for  it  in  that-  As 
for  the  remaining  parts,  'viz..  the  metallick  flowers, 
and  the  running  Argent- vive,  which  paffed  together 
into  the  Receivers,  the  running  Argentwive  may  be 
feparated  from  the  Flowers,  and  ufed  again  for  the 
like  labour,  by  amalgamating  it  with  Jupiter-  The 
Flowers  are  again  to  be  reduced  with  the  fulminated 
metals,  that  nothing  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  may¬ 
be  loft  i  fo  this  labour  being  continued ,  will  give 
a  perpetual  encreafe  of  Gold  and  Silver,  befides  the 
tinging  Anima^  and  the  Expences  will  be  only  for 
the  Sait-  Petre,  which  will  be  little  to  thofe  who  know  ' 
how  tp  make  Salt-Petre  themfelves,  for  the  making 
of  which,  I  have  ffiewed  the  way  ;  fo  that  without 
any  great  labour ,  trouble,  and  coft,  not  only  an 
honeft  livelihood  may  be  gotten,  but  alfo  a  good 
medicine,  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of  theforfa- 
ken  Sick. 

But  before  I  conclude  this  my  concentration  of 
metals  by  Salt' petre,  I  think  fit  hereto  adjoin  foine 
admonitions  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftudious  of  thefe 
Labours-  When  in  the  reduction  of  the  metals  de* 
ftroyed  by  the  Fulmen  of  Jove^  the  fcoria  are  left 
too  long  upon  the  gold,  and  not  poured  off  indue 
time,  they  (after  a  certain  magnetick  manner  j  at^ 
trad  the  remaining  Anima  which  the  Fulmen  hath  left 
in  the  Gold,  and  leave  the  whole  pale.  If  Argent- 
vive  be  amalgamated  afreffi  with  this  pale  Gold,  and 
this  Labour  fometimes  repeated,  the  Gold  will  be 
wholly  fpoil’d  of  its  Amma^  being  partly  driven  in¬ 
to  the  Receivers,  and  that  which  is  left  attraded  by 
the  fcoria,  then  the  gold  lofeth  all  its  colour, 
and  the  fcoria  put  on  a  bloody  colour-  From  this 
red  fcoria  the  Tindure  is  to  be  extraded ,  by  a 
certain  Angular  Artifice,  and  to  be  ufed  in  the  known 
manner-  The  pale  Gold  recovereth  its  yellow  colour 
by  Iron,  Copper  or  Antimony. 

Moreover,  this  is  alfo  to  beobferved,  When  by 
the  Fulmen  of  Jove  the  anhna  of  ©  and  5  is  propel¬ 
led  into  the  Receivers ,  the  Receivers  being  taken 
off,  the  Flowers  which  hide  the  Anima^  are  to  be 
taken  out,  and  kept  in  Glaffes  dole  ftopt-  For  the 
faid  Anima  of©  and  5  is  fo  fpiritual,  volatile,  and 
fugacious,  that  like  a  Bird  it  prefently  flies  away, 
and  leaves  an  empty  Neft  the  truth  of  which  thing 
I  have  experienced.  He  that  will  not  believe  what  / 
fay,  let  him  try^  and  he  will  find  it  to  be  trite. 

But  that  I  may  Ihew  the  ftudious  of  the  Herme- 
tick  Medicine  how  he  may  experience  this  matter, 

I  will  declare  by  what  chance  I  my  felf  came  to 
know  it. 

At  a  certain  time ,  when  I  had  taken  the  anima 
of  Gold  and  Mercury,  made  by  the  Fulmen  of 
out  of  the  Receivers,  not  clearing  one  Receiver  fo 
well,  but  that  fomewhat  of  the  anima  remained 
therein ;  I  put  in  fome  ounces  of  Water ,  that  I 
might  thereby  the  better  walh  out  the  remaining 
Flowers :  In  the  mean  time,  fome  more  urgent  bu- 
finefs  called  me  away,  I  fet  the  Receiver  with  the  ' 
Water  in  it,  upon  a  Table  in  my  Laboratory,  be-  ! 
fore  or  near  a  Window,  and  forgetting  it,  left  it 
there  for  fome  daies  ^  the  Cold  being  then  very  ' 
fharp,  in  that  time  had  frozen  all  intake  i  I  coming 
into  my  Laboratory,  to  fee  if  fome  Glaffes,  in  which 
were  Water,  were  not  broken  by  the  Ice,  as  is  ufual, 

I  found 


« 
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I  found  fome  wholly  filled  with  Ice,  and  feeing  this 
Receiver  to  lie  there,  I  prefently  believed  that  Re¬ 
ceiver  to  be  broken  by  the  Froft  but  taking  it  up  in 
my  hand,  I  found  that  the  Water  in  it  was  not  tro- 
zen,  but  remained  clear,  therefore  I  rejoiced  that 
the  Olafs  remained  unhurt,  and  wondered  much 
whence  it  Ihould  proceed-,  but  t-cpuld  impute  it  to 
no  other  thing,  but  to  the  hot  fpirit  of  Go’d  and 
Mercury,  of  which  notwithftanding  there  couM  not 

1  above  three  or  four  grains  remain  m  the  Glafs, 

1  which  although  fo  very  little,  prefervea  fome  ounces 
of  Water  from  freezing.  From  that  time  weighing 
the  matter  more  diligeritly,  I  found  an  incredible 
heat  in  that  Amma.  Let  others  enquire  and  fearch 
what  may  be  performed  by  fuch  a  heat  ^  this  1  know, 

I  that  hereafter  there  will  be  fedUlous  Artifts,  who  will 

I  thank  me  for  this  my  faithful  Inftitution. 

!■  For  it  is  very  likely,  that  this  fubtile  and  fiery  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Gold  and  Mercury,  fuch  as  it  yet  is  before 
fixation,  may  be  prefently.  ufed  with  great  profit, 
in  the  taking  away  many  occult  Dileafes  of  the 
Body.  Moreover,  it  is  to  be  obferved  ,  That  if 
Metals,  whether  Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper  be  to  be 
conjoined  by  amalgamation  with  Tin  and  Argent- 
vive,  they  ought  firft  to  be  reduced  into  pure  and 
Alining  Calces,  that  they  may  be  the  more  readily 
received  by  the  Mercury  :  But  only  a  fourth  or  fixth 
part  of  the  Calx  is  to  be  added  in  the  Amalgama¬ 
tion,  left  the  Tip  (  by  too  great  a  quantity  of  the 
Calx;  be  hindered  in  fulminating,  for  the  whole 
operation  confifteth  in  a  right  fulmination.  But  left 
any  Ihould  erre  in  working,  he  may  firft  make  trial, 
whether  all  things  be  well  mixed  and  prepared,  by 
putting  half  a  dram  of  the  mixture  into  a  fmall 
Crucible,  and  upon  that  a  live  Coal,  and  behol¬ 
ding  the  Fulmen  with  an  intent  eye,  that  he  may  fee 
what  colour  it  gives  :  If  it  rifeth  fo  white  and 
clear,  that  it  dazleth  the  eyes ,  as  the  looking  upon 
the  Sun  is  wont  to  do,  all  things  are  rightly  and 
orderly  mixt ;  the  fmoak  is  tinged  with  the  co¬ 
lour  of  the  adjoined  Metal,  as  Purple  from  Gold, 
Blu6  from  Silver,  Green  from  Copper,  but  Tin  and 
Argent-vive  only  give  White.  Alfo  from  the  Mafs 
remaining  in  the  Crucible,  it  may  be  feen  whether 
the  tulmen  be  rightly  performed,  if  the'  Caput 
iWorf.  or  reliding Mafs  be  porous,  andfieryupon  the 
Tongue,  being  touched  therewith-  The  Colours  ah 
fo  of  that  Mafs  are  various,  according  to  the  added 
Metal  Tin  and  Argent-vive  alone  leave  a  fiery 
white  matter. 

Neither  is  this  to  be  palled  by,  being  of  no  fmall 
moment,  viz..  If  you  feek  not  a  Medicine,  but  only 
the  emendation  of  Metals,  it  is  not  necefl'aty  CO  add 


Mercury  with  the  Metals,  but  the  Gold,  Silver,  or 
Copper  may  be  melted  with  Tin,  for  fo  they  become 
a  brittle  Mafs,  which  may  be  powdered  in  a  Mortar, 
and  mixed  with  an  equal  weight’  or  a  little  more,  of 
Salt  petre,  and  put  into  a  ftrong  Crucible,  and  cove-, 
red,  then  put  into  a  circular  fire,  fo  that  the  fire  may  • 
approach  it  by  degrees,  till  the  Crucible  and  Matter 
be  hot,  dnd  at  length  taking  flame,  may  be  enkin¬ 
dled  and  difperfed.  In  which  operation  many  Flo- 
W'ersflie  away,  and  a  fiery  Mafs  remaineth  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  which  is  again  to  be  reduced  into  a  metallick 
body  in  a  ftrong  Crucible,  in  a  WindTurnace,  by 
"the  addition  of  fome  combuftible  fulphur,  and  after 
the  reduftion,  to  be  reduced  again  into  powder,  and 
mixed  with  frefli  Nitre,  and  again  treated  in  the  fame 
manner,  by  fometimes  repeating  the  former  Labour.. 
At  length  that  Mafs  being  reduced  in  a  Crucible,  the 
Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper  will  be  found  augmented  by 
the  Tin- 

NB.  Becaufe  in  this  operation,  not  a  little  of  the. 
Metals  flies  away  in  fume,  the  Crucible  may  be  fet  in 
fome  Wall,  and  on  the  Wall  over  it  fome  Veflels  oc 
fubliming  Pots  capacious  enough  may  be  faftenedi 
over  it,  that  the  Metals  being  kindled  by  the  Fulmen, 
the  elevated  Flowers  may  be  preferved  and  advanced 
to  a  purer  Metal  than  they  were  before-.  This  La= 
boiir.doth  not  differ  much  from  the  Operation  of  Ba-. 
fitius,  in  which  Salt-petre  faith,  My  Lover  is. a  cheerful 
or  f  leaf  ant  Woman  ^  &c. 

There  are  only  two  feminine  Metals,  viz..  Luna 
and.^£««x,  either  of  which  ferveth  to  this  Labour, 
yet  this  is- more  profitable  than  that,  yea,  and  the 
lame  Labour  giveth  an  augment  to  Sol,  Mars,  and  Sa¬ 
turn,  which  are  not  feminine.  W  hen  Tin  is  melted 
with  2  or  >,tliefepleafant  females  are  elevated  with 
joy,  they  ling,  dance,  and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  han^ 
died  in  what  manner  foever  it  fliall  pleafe  one  to  treat 
them,  therefore  they  are  called  pleafant  Wo¬ 

men.  This  is  an  Operation  not  to  be  contemned, 
forafmuch  as  it  Well  compenfateth  the  Labour,  and 
requireth  but  fmall  cofts  befides  the  Salt-Petre,  and' 
alfo  may  be  wrought  in  a  great  quantity,  but  our  for¬ 
mer  with  Mercury  is  better.  There  is  yet  more  lie^ 
hid  in  this  operation,  but  I  think  it  not  rieceflary  here 
to  recount  all  things-  Let  the  Reader  kindly  accept 
of  this,  andlhortly  fGod  willing)  more  and  bettef 
(hall  follow-  ,  -  ^ 

Whatfoeverl  have  here  w-ritteri,  is  the  very  truth; 
and  confirmed  by  many  Experiments,  in  which  every' 
one  may  fafely  coiifide,  and  if  he  operates  arigjit,  will 
find  the  truth  •,  for  all  things  here  delivered,  are  to  be] 
underftood  according  to  the  Letter,  and  fo  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved  in  all  the  Labours. 
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TREATISE 

Of  an  Univerfal  Medicine ; ' 

O  R, 


Crue  3lurum  potabile. 

Being  ^  accurate  Defcription  of  a  True  Lfniver&l  Medicine,  and  of 

its  admirable  Virtue  and  Efficacy  which  icflicweth  upon  the  Vegetables ^  Animals^  and 
Minerals,  A  Gift  prefented  unto  all  fuch  Noblemen  as  are  defirous  to  preferve 
their  Health, and  to  attain  to  a  Long  Life  ;  it  being  an  Uniyerfitl  Medicine,  or  A  True 


Aurum  potabile. 


AFter  that  1  had  by  GOD^S  affiftance  defcribed 
three  excellent  Frocejfes  in  the  Continuation  of 
the  Miraculum  Mundi?  and  had  befiowed  the 
fame  on  men  of  fever  al  orders^  that  thereby  they 
might  the  eaf  Iter,  and  with  a  fafer  Confcience,  provide 
themfelves  with  Food  and  Raiment  •  I  was  alfo  defroHS 
of  tendering  fome  fmall  Prefent  to  Noblemen  too^  and  fuch 
who  are  of  eminent  power  and  authority^  and  whom  I  had 
not  forgotten  to  prefent  with  fome  Gift^  which  may  ftrve 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  good  health  for  a  long  timp^ 
and  for  the  refiauration  of  at  whenloff. 

For  it  is  a  thing  of  the  greatefi  Concernment  far  the 
Nobles^  and  fuch  men  as  are  placed  in  the  degree  of  Power 
and  Authority^  to  have  the  fruition  of  bodily  healthy 
whereby  they  may  wifely  rule  over  the  fubjeSis  committed 
unto  thehi  by  God^  and  may  ufe  a  found  mind  about  the 
defence  of  the  Good,  and  the  puntjhment  of  the  "Ungod¬ 
ly .  Now  a  found  mind  inhabiting  in  a  found  body^  doth 
proceed  f^next  after  the  Divine  Grace)  out  of  a  found 
Heart  and  Brain,  And  it  cannot  be^  that  a  publick^Go- 
vernment  can  be  rightly  and  well  adminiftred  without  a 
good  Health’^  and  this  is  as  clear  and  evident  as  the  noon, 
day  light  is.  Forafmuch  therefore  as  the  fafety  and  pre¬ 
fervation  of  all  Kingdoms  and  Republic's  is  placed  in  the 
Wifdom  of  their  Rulers  and  Magtfirates.^  and  that  im¬ 
prudence  andi ignorance  of  the  Rulers  is  wont  to  ruin  their 
Subjtbis^  It  is  a  thing  of  the  highefi  confecjuence  to  fave 
the  Fiead  of  the  whole  Kingdom  or  Country  found.^  whole.^ 
clxtrful,  prudent  and  ingenious,  and  that  he  be  not  made 
unfit  or  uncapable  for  the  Government  by  difeafes,  fad- 
nefs^  ^oihfulncfsj  and  fiuptdity.  Therefore  the  love  of 


my  Neighbour  conjlrains  me  to  puhlifh  this  Xdnivtrfal 
Medicine  for  the  fake  of  the  (Areat  ones  of  the  World ^  fee¬ 
ing  it  is  fo  much  conducive  to  the  perpetual  felicity  and 
happinejs  of  a  found  and  good  Ggrvernment ;  for  no  man 
can  be  f aid  to  be  a  found  man,^  if  he  be  not  of  a  found  cons 
fiitution  of  Body.  What  benefit,  I  pray,  can  a  fick  man 
bring  to  himfelf,  or  to  other  men  f  V~ mly  none  at  all,  hut 
is  rather  an  hindrance  and  detriment  both  to  himfelf,  and 
unto  others  Itkewife  :  For  when  the  He  ad  is  ill,  there  are 
a  great  many  Members  mufl  ferve  it but  if  the  Headhe 
found  and  well,  it  exercifeth  the  governance  of  the  whole 
Body  very  happily. 

What  profit  has  a  man  that  is  tormented  with  Sicknejjet 
and  Dolours,  of  all  his  vajl  Wealth  and  Riches,  fince  he 
can  neither  ufe  them  nor  enjoy  them,  looking  upon  them 
with  a  kind  of  naufeate,and  at  laft  leaving  them  with  grief 
behind.  Certainly  a  found  body  is  to  be  preferred  far  before 
all  theTreafures  of  this  World,  and  no  body  wiU  gain-fay 
this.  He  is  to  be  judged  the  Happiefi  man,  that  poffeffeth 
thofe  two  the  greatefi  Gifts  of  God,  viz-  good  Health  and 
Riches.  Sicknefs  and  Poverty  are  to  he  efieemed  worfe 
than  even  Death  it  felf. 

We  fometimes  fee,  that  pious  Magi  fir  at  es  and  Gover- 
nours  are  fnatcht  away,  and  killed  with  fmall  Difeafes, 
which  otherwife  might  have  yet  Ruled  very  many  years 
over  their  fubjeHs,  had  they  had  but  good  Medicaments, 
by  help  whereof  they  might  have  been  fuccoured. 

.  As  for  the  way  of  Conferving  good  Health,  and  reco¬ 
vering  it  when  lofi,  this  little  Bookjioth  mofi  exabhly  fhew 
the  fame,  which  I  commend  unto  all  thofe  who  are  defirottt 
of  its  prefervation - 


Of 
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Of  a  Llniverfaf  Medicine^ 

OR, 

AURUM  POTABILE 


The  Medicine  that  is  honoured  with  the 
Title  of  Vniverfd  muft  be  of  this  pro¬ 
perty,  to  operate  univerfally  upon’ 
the  three  Kingdoms,  2:.  the  Vegetable, 
Animal,  and  the  Mineral,  and  to  be  able  to  fuccour 
each  of  them,  as  a  moll  high  Medicine  Ihould  do. 
Whatfoever  now  does  not  abound  with  fuch  an  exceh 
lent  property,  the  Title  of  Vmverfal  is  falfly  attri¬ 
buted  unto  it  ;  nor  h  it  worthy  fuch  a  Noble 
Name. 

Therefore  it  doth,  in  the  dirfl:  place,  behove  me 
really,  and  in  very  deed,  to  demonftrate  in  this  Book 
which  treats  of  fuch  a  llniverfal  medicini,  that  this 
famennedicine  which  is  fo  intituled,  doth  alfo  polTefs 
thofe  very  fame  virtues  and  properties  which  a  Uni- 
verfal  medicine  ought  to  have-  And  farther.  Such 
a  llniverfal  medicine  ought  not  only  to  be  a  molt 
friendly  Auxiliary  and  Helper,  univerfally,  to  thofe 
three  Kingdoms,  the  Vegetable,  Animal,  and 
Mineral,  but  it  is  likewife  neceflary  that  it  be  alfo 
preparable  out  of  all  thofe  three  Kingdoms,  Vege¬ 
table,  Animal,  and  Mineral,  and  that  too  out  of  each 
apart,  without  the  addition  of  any  peregrine  thing, 
and  without  any  great  labour,  for  the  benefit  and 
profit  as  well  of  the  Poor  as  of  the  Rich. 

They  therefore  do  extreamly  erre  who  are  of 
fuch  a  foolilh  opinion,  as  to  Dream  that  the  mat-- 
ter  of  the  univerfal  medicine  is  only  produced  in 
fuch  or  fuch  a  place,  and  is  to  be  fetch’d  out  of 
this  or  that  Country  with  a  great  deal  of  Labour 
and  Charges. 

This  opinion  is  Diametrically  oppofite  to  the  com= 
mon  Vogue  and  Saying  of  all  true  Philofophers,  who 
dounanimoufly  confefs,  that  their  matter  is  every 
where  to  be  found, and  every  one  has  it,  and  it  is  in  the 
poUefiion  both  of  the  Poor  and  of  the  Rich  ;  And  this 
verily  is  fo  open  and  evident  a  Saying,  that  nothing 
can  be  fpoken  more  apparently. 

For  my  part,  1  doaffirm,  that  this  Art  is  Vegeta¬ 
ble,  Animal,  and  Mineral,  and  that  there  is  not  a  man 
to  be  found  in  the  whole  World,  that  has  not  the 
knowledge  of  this  univerfal  matter,  and  that  does  not 
ufe  the  fame.  Yea  more,  I  do  alfo  affirm,  that  even  a 
new-born  Infant  cannot  live  without  it- 

I  fiave  already  accurately  demonllrated  in  many 
places  of  the  Writings  I  have  hitherto  publifhed,  that 
Nitre  is  found  in  ail  the  things  of  the  whole  World  ; 
and  fo  not  only  in  all  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Mi¬ 
nerals,  but  alfo  in  the  very  Elements  themfelves,  viz,. 
in  the  Earth,  in  the  Water,  in  the  • 

And  for  this  reafon  it  both  may ,  and  defervedly 
ought  to  be  called  a  Univerfal  matter  •,  for  without 
the  Elements  can  no  man  live.  And  now,  whether 
any  one  believes  this  which  I  here  mention,  or  does 
not  credit  it,  ’tis  all  a  cafe  tome,  what  I  have  faid  I 
have  faid,  nor  need  I  fay  more.  And  thus  much  let 
fuifice  concerning  the  univerfal  matter; 


The  Preparation  I  have  openly  enough  treated  of 
in  many  places  of  my  Writings,  but  efpecially  in  my 
Miraculum  Mitndi^  and  in  the  other  ^A'^ritings  there* 
unto  appertaining ;  and  therefore  I  forbear  to  make 
any  more  prolix  declaration,  and  to  multiply  any 
more  words  about  it. 

But  yet  notwithftanding,  I  do  here  adjoin  thus 
much,  and  confefs,  that  although  I  have  feveral  times 
prepared  that  univerfal  medicine,  yet  the  Preparation 
thereof  has  not  at  all  times  anfwered  my  defires  ^  nor 
hath  it  as  yet  been  ever  brought  by  me  unto  the  ut- 
moll  perf^ion  and  fixation,  becaufe  I  have  wanted 
both  time  and  opportunity  of  accdmplifhing  it,  and 
many  other  Impediments  have  hindered  me  front 
compaffing  the  fame  according  to  my  mind.  But  as 
concerning  what  Progrefs  1  have  therein  made,  and 
that  I  can  as  yet  perform  or  finifh  the  fame  in  three 
daies  time ;  this,  I  fay,  I  will  confecrate  to  eternal 
memory,  and  in  no  cafe  hold  my  peace,  but  fpcak 
on,  for  the  inftruflions  fake  of  Pofterity. 

And  this  I  do  to  this  end ,  that  the  omnipotence 
and  bounty  of  God  may  be  the  more  manifell ,  and 
that  His  Divine  Name  may  be  honoured  the  more, 
and  that  many  Thousands  of  Sick  people  may  be 
fuccoured  with  a  moll  prefent  and  fpeedy  Remedy. 

This  is  the  only  caufe  that  ftirred  me  up  to  make 
this  Difcourfe  of  the  univerfal  medicine  ;  for  I  nei¬ 
ther  would,  nor  indeed  ought  I  to  burthen  my  Con* 
fcience  by  the  concealment  thereof,  nor  to  hide  and 
bury  with  me  in  my  Grave,  fuch  a  noble  Gift  of  God, 
and  the  Talent  which  of  His  Gracious  Benignity  He 
hath  been  pleafed  to  bellow  upon  me. 

But  yet  I  would  not  that  any  one  Ihould  perfwade 
himfelf  that  he  lhall  (by  hisfoothing  words  and  large 
promifes  of  golden  mountains)  fqueeze  out  from  me 
the  Preparation  ofthe  fame,  whereby  he  may  make  ufe 
thereof  to  lead  hi^Life  in  Pleafures,  Pride,  and  Im¬ 
piety,  and  fo  hurt  poor  mankind.  No,  let  fuch  an 
one  be  allured,  that  I  will  never  do  fo,  for  it  is  not  in 
ray  power  to  reveal  to  every  one  fuch  a  great  Gift, 
and  which  is  of  God,  and  not  of  Man,  but  ’tis  in  the 
power  of  God  alone  fo  to  do  :  And  as  for  my  felf, 
I  would  much  rather  die,  than  to  reveal  and  prollituts 
it  to  a  wicked  man.  Befides,  I  would  not  have  any 
one  to  fuppofe,  that  whereas  I  call  this  medicine  of 
mine  Univerfal,  it  is  therefore  able  to  tranfmute  the 
ImperfeU  metals  into  *G61d,  fo  as  to  furnilh  one  with 
fuch  vail  Treafuresas  the  Philofophers  attribute  unto 
their  univerfal  medicine  :  No,  for  I  am  as  yet  igno¬ 
rant  of  fuch  a  tranfmutation,  nor  indeed  do  I  covet  it, 
or  gape  thereafter, but  give  unto  God  only  moll  great 
Thanks  for  that  medicine,  by  w'hich  (being  vouchfa- 
fed  me  of  His  meer  bounty  )  1  am  able  to  fuccour 
the  miferable,  fick,  tormented,  and  difeafed  ones, 
and  celebrate  the  glory  and  benignity  of  the  Lord. 
1  do  withal  readily  confefs,  that  I  have  notas  hither¬ 
to  received  any  benefit  at  all  therefrom  about  the  bet* 

G  g  g  a  tering- 
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J^erins  of  the  Metals  thereby  ;  hor  do  1  at  all  feek 
after  any  benefits  in  that  kind  oi  way,  being  conten¬ 
ted  with  that  Medicine,  advanced  to  fuch  a  pals,  as 
whereby  it  may  be  able  to  fnffice  me  to  get  Food  and 
Raiment  by  God’s  help.  1  covet  not  after  abundance 
of  Riches,  and  do  only  beg  of  God,  that  He  would 
neither  afflid  me  with  F^overty  and  Want, nor  belcow 
on  me  too  much  Satiety  andFulnefs,  left  flhould  be 
lifted  up  with  Pride,  and  fay,  Who  is  the  Lord  ?  Nay 
verily,  ifl  could  with  this  Medicine  get  my  felf  great 
benefit,  as  to  the  metallick  affairs,  yet  would  I  not  do 
it,  nor  would  1  lay  out  fuch  a  great  Gift  of  God, upon 
temporary  things,  thereby  to  rob  the  poor,  miferable, 
lick  people  of  the  fame,  for  whofe  fake  God  was  plea- 
fed  to  beftow  it. 

Perhaps  it  may  fo  come  to  pafs,  that  this  my  Me¬ 
dicine  may,  by  the  labour  of  diligent  fearchers,  be 
brought  to  fuch  a  pafs,  as  to  be  capable  of  exercifing 
its  power  upon  the  leffer  and  imperfed  metals,  and 
that  by  a  fruitful  or  profitable  amending  and  corred- 
ing  them ;  But  this  is  a  thing  that  God  referves  to 
Himfelfi  as  pofited  in  His  alone  good  pleafore,  whofe 
Grace  and  Favour  we  muft  with  a  patient  expedation 
wait  for 4  Mean  while  we  may  lawfully  enjoy  this 
moft  excellent  medicine,  which  being  a  moft  certain 
Arguiticnt  of  the  verity  and  power,  ariling  from  fuch 
a  notable  Art,  doth  abundantly  ferve  to  ftop  the 
fharaelefs  mouths,  and  break  the  mifchievous  Teeth 
of  all  Fcirnnerian  AfFes.  But  yet  notwithftanding 
fome  or  other  of  them  may  haply  fpuc  out  fome  poi- 
fonous  ftuff  out  of  his  fhamelefs  mouth,  and  fay, 
•With  what  right  can  I  impofe  the  name  of  Vmverfal 
Medicine  upon  this  Medicine  of  mine,  feeing  that  I 
do  not  in  the  leaft  deny,  that  it  is  not  available  to 
bring  me  any  benefit  out  of  the  metals,  but  can  only 
heal  the  Difeafes  of  the  Sick:  WhereasthePhilofo- 
phers  do  on  the  contrary  atteft,  that  their  Univerfal 
medicine  hath  fuch  virtues  as  are  wont  to  tranfmute 
the  lelfer  or  meaner  metals  into  Gold,  and  that  with 
moft  exceeding  profit. 

Foranfwerto  fuch  asthefe,  I  fay,  that  although 
this  medicine  of  mine  which  is  here  treated  of,  hath 
not  hitherto  brought  me  any  profit  by  the  meliora¬ 
tion  of  the  metals,  yet  it  demonftrates  it  felf  to  be 
univerfal,  and  to  be  worthy  that  fame  Title;  for 
I  have  been  hindered  through  want  of  time  and  other 
letts  (as  I  faid  afore)  from  .hitherto  bringing  it  unto 
perfedion  and  fixation-  And  I  pray  who  can  tell 
what  God  will  be  pleafed  to  vouchfafe  in  procefs  of 
time.  A  new-born  Infant  cannoW  well  be  upbraided 
(  if  wanting  wit  and  judgment  it  does  not  attempt  and 
effed  fome  great  matters )  and  be  on  this  wife  twitted- 
Ho!  it  is  not  a  man,  ’tis  beardlefs,  it  underftands 
nothing,  it  lies  along  and  cannot  help  it  felf,  it  has 
nothing  but  what  they  reach  out  unto  it.  Well,  well, 
let  the  Infant  but  arrive  unto  its  due  age,  and  let 
its  due  meat  and  drink  be  adminiftred  unto  it,  and 
then  in  length  of  time  it  will  attain  to  a  requifite  fta- 
ture  and  ftrength,  and  will  propagate  and  multiply 
its  own  kind.  For  if  there  be  but  once  the  humane 
form,  there  will  not  proceed  ought  elfe  thencefrom, 
but  a  perfed  man.  Juft  fo  Hands  the  cafe  with  my 
medicine,  which  is  exceeding  like  to  a  new-born  In¬ 
fant,  whereto  regard  being  had,  according  to  a  Phi- 
lofophical  manner,  there  will  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
it  win  arrive  unto  a  due  perfedion* 

And  now,  the  things  which  it  doth  even  already 
perform, do  all  of them  fufficiently  argue  and  teftifie, 
that  procefs  of  time  both  can  &  indeed  muft  produce 


thereout  of  fome  better  thing  •,  even  as  a  good  Pa¬ 
rent  wilheth  for  nothing  more,  than  that  (whilft  him- 
felf  is  living)  his  Children  may  grow  up  to  man’s 
eftate,  and  be  happily  married,  and  by  a  new  Off- 
fpring  preferve  his  Name  and  Stock,  and  yield  their 
help  towards  the  multiplication  of  mankind,  and  he 
himfelf  is  wondroully  joyed  in  his  Grandchildren  : 
But  yet  in  the  meanwhile  he  cannot  be  at  all  certain 
that  his  Life  lhall  be  fo  long  prorogued,  as  to  have  a 
fruition  of  fo  much  happinefs,  and  therefore  mult 
commit  the  whole  affair  to  God’s  pleafure,  and  pa¬ 
tiently  wait  upon  him,  and  fee  what  that  Omnipo¬ 
tent  Creator  (  who  indeed  Ihewed  unto  Mofes  the 
Promifed  Land,  but  granted  him  not  fo  long  Life  as 
to  enter  thereinto)  will  do  with  him  and  his ;  even 
To  hath  the  Lord  Ihewed  unto  me  the  Promifed  Land, 
but  whether  or  no  I  am  worthy  to  arrive  fo  far  as  to 
enjoy  the  pleafant  Fruits  thereof,  GOD  only  knows; 
His  merciful  bounty  hath  bellowed  upon  me  in  my 
old  Age  a  Philofophical  Infant,  which  doth  exceed¬ 
ingly  rejoice  me :  But  yet  verily  am  I  utterly  ignorant 
whether  or  no  He  will  vouchfafe  unto  me  fo  long 
a  Life,  as  to  fee  the  virile  or  man-like  age  there= 
of- 

Therefore,  like  as  a  Father,  onto  whom  in  his  old 
Age  the  Divine  Bounty  hath  voucbfafed  an  Heir,  tho’ 
(haply)  he  well  knows  that  the  faid  Heir  cannot  pof- 
fibly  arrive  unto  man’s  eftate,  during  his  (  vtz..  the 
Father’s)  life,  yet  neverthelefs  he  is  exceedingly  joy¬ 
ed,  in  that  he  hath  an  Heir  to  keep  up  his  Name,  and 
which  will  in  time  trace  his  Father’s  footfteps  (■v/T. 
have  more  Children):  Even  juft  fo  doth  my  new¬ 
born  Philofophical  Infant  exceedingly  rejoice  me, 
thqugh  haply  I  know  that  ray  Life  will  not  laft  lb 
long,  as  to  be  a  Poffeffor  of  the  fame,  in  the  Hate  of 
its  being  advanced  unto  perfedion-  However,  I  doubt 
not  but  that  God  will  ftir  up  other  nurling  Fathers  to 
this  tender  Infant,  that  being  educated  and  nourilhed 
by  them,  it  may  arrive  unto  a  Man-like  ftrength, 
and  unto  virile  powers  and  virtues,  and  may  become 
ferviccable  to  the  advancement  of  the  Honour  of  God, 
and  to  the  fuccouring  of  many  Thoufands  of  fick 
People.  The  way  of  attaining  this,  I  have,  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  limple  judgment,  too  and  agen,  and  peice- 
mealas  it  were,  opened  and  revealed  in  divers  places 
of  my  Work,  viz,,  how  it  may  be  moft  commodr- 
oufly  effeded,  and  therefore  I  judge  it  needlefs  to 
treat  thereof  any  farther  in  this  place. 


Of  the  Nature^  Form^  Vroperties^  and  admit  able 
Virtue  and  Efficacy  of  my  true  Aurum  Po¬ 
tabile.  ' 


AS  touching  the  form  of  this  fame  new-born 
Infant,  I  would  have  the  well-minded  Reader 
know,  that  it  is  like  unto  a  poor,  naked,  tender  Babe, 
of  no  fplendour,  of  a  fimple  afped,  but  yet  carries 
within  it  felf  all  the  colours  of  the  whole  World, 
which  by  how  much  the  older  it  grows,  fo  much  the 
fairer  colours  doth  it  yield.  The  Fire  affords  it  nu^ 
triment*,  and  clothes  it  with  Garments  of  various  co^ 
lours,  and  makes  it  ftrong,  fair,  noble,  and  potent, 
infomuch  that  it  may  not  undefervedly  be  termed  its 
Father.  Being  born  out  of  the  Earth  its  Mother,  it 

loves 
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Or,  an  Auruai  Potabile. 


loves  itj  and  ufeth  it  for  its  nutriment,  until  that 
arriving  unto  full  years,  it  becomes  like  its  Father 
the  Fire,  and  leaves  its  Mother  the  Earth,  and  like  a 
Lord  of  full  age,  bears  rule  over  its  Hereditary  Pof- 
felfions-  But  during  its  Minority  and  Infancy,  all  its 
a(ftions  are  look’d  on  as  childilh,  but  yet  fo  that  pre- 
fently  (or  even  now)  appears  what  kind  of  notable 
man  he  will  be,  making  good  that  Proverb  j  ma- 
tHTf  i^Hod  vult  Hrtica  mancre. 

!  That  which  will  a  Nettk  he^ 

Stings  betimes^  trnfi  )0h  me. 

For  feeing  that  a  new-born  Infant  doth  abound  with 
fo  much  virtue,  as  to  be  able  to  do  fo  much  good, 
What  would  not  he  be  capable  of  effeding,  Ihould  he 
attain  to  a  ripenefs  of  years  ?  It  will  be  therefore 
worth  while  to  hear  and  fee  what  virtues  it  is  able 
1  to  exercife  upon  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals  •, 
and  firft,  we  will  treat  about  the  Vegetables. 

» 


EVery  body  knows,  that  the  Vegetables  which  are 
to  grow  up,  and  be  multiplied,  mull:  be  alfo  nou- 
rifhed*  This  nourilhment  now  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
fulphureoiis  Salt,  whether  it  hath  its  Rife  from  the 
Vegetables,  or  from  the  Animals,  or  from  the  Mine¬ 
rals  •,  for  dis  all  a  cafe  to  the  Vegetables,  from  wh’at- 
foever  it  proceeds,  fo  that  they  have  but  their  nutri¬ 
ment,  by  which  they  may  grow,  be  encreafed,  and  be 
multiplied.  The  Husband-man  ufeth  the  Dung  of 
any  Cattel  or  Sheep,  to  dung  his  Lands  withal,  that 
the  Seed  fown  in  the  dunged  Earth,  may  thence  ex- 
I  trad  the  Salt,  and  convert  it  into  its  own  nutriment, 
and  fo  grow  up,  and  be  encreafed  ;  and  belides  this 
kind  of  Dunging  he  knows  none. 

But  the  true  Naturalill  makes  ufe  ofthe  Excrements 
of  other  Animals,  yea,  and  the  Minerals  themfelves 
too,  for  the  dunging  of  the  Ground  j  concerning 
which  thing,  I  have  written  at  large  in  my  other 
Writings,  and  efpecially  in  my  Miracnlnm  Mmdi  ^ 
and  therefore  there’s  no  need  at  all  of  making  any 
farther  repetition  of  the  fame  here.  Forafmuch 
j  therefore  as  my  Aurum  Potabile  is  alfo  a  fulphureous 
Salt,  but  yet  far  ftronger,  and  more  efficacious  than 
that  which  lies  in  the  common  Dung  of  Beads  and 
Gattel,  and  fo  confequently  promotes  the  accretion 
or  growth, and  multiplication  of  all  the  Vegetables  in  a 
wonderful  mauer- 1  have  judged  it  a  thing  worth  while 
to  fetdown  in  this  place  the  ufe  thereof  in  the  me¬ 
lioration  ofthe  Vegetables,  that  fo  it  may  be  evi-- 
dently  demonllrated,  that  this  my  Potable  Gold  is  the 
mod  excellent  Medicine  for  all  the  Vegetables,  and 
I  that  their  P articular  Medicine  which  doth  fird  proceed 
from  the  Dung  of  Sheep  and  Gattel,  doth  afterwards 
difplay  its  virtues  by  an  'Ontverfal  operation.  For 
if  the  Dung  of  HoiTes,  Cows,  and  Sheep  ( as  ’tis  bare- 
I  ly  Dung)  could  but  fuccour  Men  and  Metals,  like  as 
!  it  brings  a  medical  or  helping  fuccour  unto  the  Vege= 
tables,  then  might  it  by  the  fame  reafon  be  likewife 
called  Vmvsrjal, 


But  whereas  it  is  an  helper  to  the  Vegetables  on¬ 
ly,  and  hath  no  conjoining  familiarity  with  the  Mine¬ 
rals  and  Animals,  therefore  is  it  rightly  and  dcfer- 
vedly  to  be  referred  to  the  order  of  particular  Me¬ 
dicines,  which  are  helpful  to  the  Vegetables  only. 
But  yet  notwithdanding  ,  the  Salt  being  extrafled 
out  of  thofe  forts  of  Dung,  and  converted  into  Salt¬ 
petre,  (  which  is  a  thing  eafily  donej  doth  then  ad¬ 
mit  of  being  tranfmuted  into  a  Vmv.rfal  Medicine  t 
But  now,  afore  fuch  a  Tranfmutation  be  made,  it 
does  not  exceed  the  order  or  bounds  of  Particular  Me, 
dicaments.  But  this  Aarum  Potabtle  of  mine  merits 
the  name  of  a  true  Univerfal  Medicine,  as  beino-  not 
only  a  mod  high  Medicine  for  the  Vegetables,  b^t  al¬ 
fo  for  the  Animals  and  Minerals  too,  and  this  fhall  be 
perfedly  demondrated  as  follows* 

You  mud  get  fome  Velfels  made  of  the  bed  Earth, 

■  and  drong,  and  fuch  as  being  well  burnt  in  the  Fire, 
become  like  a  Stone.  And  amongd  fuch  Earths,  the 
Colen,  Siburg,  Waldenberg,  and  other  fuch-like  natured 
Earths,  are  the  fitted  for  this  Work  ^  let  them  be  made 
very  thick,  gnd  fuch  as  will  not  imbibe  any  Water.. 
If  you  want  fuch  as  thefe,  caufe  then  your  Velfels  to 
be  made  of  Glafs;  for  every  porous  kind  of  Earth, 
though  it  be  glazed  over  with  Lead-glafs,  yet  it  is 
not  fo  fit  for  this  kind  of  operation  ;  therefore  you 
mud  of  necelfity  provide  your  felf  with  fit  and  con¬ 
venient  Velfels,  and  have  a  mod  efpecial  regard  to 
this  admonition.  Let  fuch  a  Velfel  be  a  fpan  long, 
or  high,  or  deep,  and  let  it  have  the  fame  breadth  or 
largenefs,  and  let  its  bottom  be  perforated  with  fome 
fmall  holes,  like  as  thofe  Pots  which  are  made  for 
the  keeping  of  Flowers  in  are  wont  to  be  :  The  Pots 
being  thus  prepared  and  filled  up  top-full,  with  clear 
and  lean  Sand,  you  may  put  or  plant  therein  three 
or  four  Seeds  of  fuch  Herbs  that  you  have  a  mind  to 
plant, -that  fo  if  haply  one  of  them  comes  not  to  good, 
the  lecond,  third,  or  fourth  may.  When  the  feeds 
are  on  this  wife  put  in  the  faid  Sand,  and  lliall  have 
been  moidened  with  our  Univerfal  Water,  the  Pots 
mud  then  be  fet  abroad  to  the  Sun  and  Air,  that  fo 
the  Seeds  may  fpring  up  and  grow,  which  feeds,  if 
good,  and  not  too  old,  will  in  a  few  daies  time,  grow 
up  out  of  the  Sand,  as  if  they  had  been  in  any  other 
fat  Earth-  Now,  when  they  lhall  have  fprouted  up  fo 
high  as  a  fingers  length,  you  mud  leave  in  your  faid 
Pots  two  of  the  bigged  and  dronged  dalks  or  fprouts, 
and  pluck  up  the  others,  led  they  fhould  impede  each 
others  growth  ;  and  you  mud  let  them  have  room 
enough  in  the  Pot  to  grow. 

This  Veflel  thus  filled  with  fand,  and  planted  with 
feeds,  is  to  be  fet  upon  anotherdrongDilh  or  Plat¬ 
ter,  and  which  is  made  of  the  like  fort  of  Stone-like 
Earth,  that  fo  if  that  medicinal  water  lliould  happen 
to  penetrate  and  dedil  through  the  fand,  it  may  not  be 
lod,  but  being  faved,  may  be  again  poured  into  the 
pot-full  of  fand.  Moreover,  you  mud  diligently 
take  heed  that  no  Rain-water  fall  therein  and  wafh 
away  that  medicinal  water,  and  fo  take  from  the 
Herbs  their  nutriment.  The  fand  mud  not  be  too 
much  wetted,  but  lie  alwaies  foraewhat  mold,  led 
by  being  quite  dry,  or  too  wet,  the  whole  Work  be 
corrupted  by  either  the  excefs  or  defed  of  the  due 
temperament:  All  things  here prefcribed  being  du¬ 
ly  obferved,  the  Herb  fprings  up  in  alhort  time,and 
bears  Flowers  and  Fruits  fooner  and  better,  than  if  it 
had  grown  in  other  dunged  Earth-  The  Colours  be¬ 
come  fairer,  the  Odours  will  be  dronger,  the  V  irtiies 
alfo  will  be  gi  Cater,  and  thefe  Herbs  do  likewife  Ion- 

Id  h  h  ger 


By  what  way  a  Trial  is  to  he  made,  whether  or 
no  this  Aurum  Potabile,  or  Aqua-vitce  of  the 
Philofophers,  he  a  moH  high  Medicine  for  the 
Vegetables. 
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eer  keep  their  virtues»  and 

others  arc.  Afierthat  all  the  h^'dity  wh.  h  you 
poured  firlt  on,  lhall  have  been  confirmed  by  the  S“n 
and  the  Air,  lo  as  that  it  is  plainly  vandllt,  tbtre  "lu 
forrke  othei'  Rain-water  (  wherein  a  little  of  that  po 
table  Gold  lhall  have  been  dillblved  )  be  again  poured 
on  upon  the  Sand,  that  fo  the  Herb  may  have  its  due 
fuppby  of  nourilliraent,  fo  long  as  it  fliall  be  a-growing, 
for  the  whole  World  knows,  that  there  does  not 
grow  ought  at  all  out  of  fand,  which  is  only  wetted 

with  bare  Raim  water-  ^  „11 

Like  wife  by  the  help  of  thisllniverfal  Medicine  all 
kinds  of  Herbs  and  Plants  may  be_  made  apt  to  ger¬ 
minate  and  grow  even  in  mid-Winten  and  may  be 
at  any  time  amended?  if  fo  be  that  dilTolved  Liquor 
be  but  poured  on  upon  the  Roots-  So  will  they  be 
fooner  ripe,  and  yield  their  Flowers  and  Fruits  much 
fpeedier  than  thofe  that  are  dunged  after  the  cona- 
mon  way  i  yea,  and  more  too-  I  fay,  that  as  to  their 
virtues  and  efficacy,  they  are  to  be  preferred  far  be¬ 
fore  the  common  ones-  The  bare  hmple  Univerfal 
Medicine  is  wont  to  (hew  fo  much  efficacy,  as  is  here 
mentioned  :  But  now  forae  metallick  Ferment  being 
added  thereunto,  makes  it  far  mpre  efficacious  ;  for 
by  means  thereof,  the  Herbs  acquire  greater  and  bet 

ter  virtues. 

If  there  be  adjoined  thereunto  an  aureous  tei  ment, 
the  Herbs  will  not  only  get  the  virtues  of  the  Gold, but 
will  alfo  appear  fpottedhere  and  there, in  their  Leaves 
and  Flowers,  with  golden  fpots  like  little' Stars,  and 
will  wonderfully  pleafe  the  fight  by  their  delicate 

^^Tfa' Silver  Ferment  be  thereto  added,  the  Herbs 
will  be  impregnated  with  Silvery  virtues,  and  be  pain¬ 
ted  with  filver  fpots  as  they  grow.  The  Herbs  being 
by  this  means  bettered  with  a  golden  Ferment  for 
the  Heart,  and  with  a  Silver  Ferment  for  the  Brain, 
do  with  a  more  admirable  efficacy  fuccour  thofe  Mem¬ 
bers  And  if  the  great  ones  of  the  World  did  for 
their  Health’s  fake  take  care  for  the  nouriffiing  fuch 
Herbs  as  tbefe  in  their  Gardens,  there  s  no  doubt  at 
all  to  be  made,  but  that  they  would  thencefrom  ob¬ 
tain  moft  great  benefits.  For,  befides  their  wonder¬ 
fully  delighting  the  fight  with  their  beauty  and  deli- 
catenefs,  and  befides  their  admirable  virtues,  in  which 
they  far  excel  the  common  Herbs,  they  do  likewife 
bring  this  exceeding  great  profit,  'viz.-  they  may  be 
made  ufe  of  inflead  of  my  Aumm  Potabile^  which 
*  perhaps  fome  great  men  may  be  averfe  from  taking, 
through  the  perfwafions  of  their  ignorant  Phyficians, 
who  molt- an-  end  do,  by  reafon  of  their  fottiffi  ftupi-  \ 
dity  and  ignorance,  fnarle  and  bite  at  fuch  kind  of 
eminent  Medicines,  and  divert  their  Lords  and  Ma- 
fters  from  the  ufing  ot  them,  ,as  if  they  were  fo 

many  Poifons-  r  l  j 

If  therefore  (to  free  therafelves  from  that  need- 

lefs  care)  they  did  but  make  ufe  of  thefeHerbsin- 
ftead  of  my  Potable  Gold,  they  would  however,  by 
the  help  of  fuch  Vegetables ,  enjoy  fo  much  of  the 
efficacy  of  my  Potable  Gold,  as  to  keep  themfelves 
in  good  Health,  or  to  recover  it,  being  loft- 

Befides  too,  the  faid  Potable  Gold  may  be  moft 
commodioully  and  fitly  applied  to  the  ufe  of  Man¬ 
kind,  not  only  by  the  help  of  the  Vegetables ,  but 
alfo  of  the  Animals  too,  and  that  on  this  wife.  _ 
Hens  (or  Pullets,  <^c.)  are  to  be  a  while  nouriffied 
with  Oats,  Barley,  Wheat,  or  other  kind  of  Grain, 
macerated  with  the  Liquor  of  that  Univerfal  Medi¬ 
cine  i  and  being  nouriffied  therewithal,  they  will  by 
concodion  or  digeftion  tranfmute  thofe  Medicinal 
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Virtues  into  their  Fleffi,  and  fo  be  far  more  effica¬ 
cious  and  nobler  than  the  fleffi  of  other  Hens  or 
Poultry.  The  Dung  likewife  of  fuch  Fowls  may  be 
faved,  and  mi.xt  with  Sand,  and  Herbs  be  therein 
planted,  which  by  this  means  will  be  rendered  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  common  Herbs,  becaufe  they  alTume 
to  themfelves  the  Reliques  of  that  Liquor  which  the 
Fowls  did  not  confurae,  and  by  digeftion  tranfmute 
into  their  Fleffi,  and  fo  do  convert  it  into  their  proper 
juice,  fo  that  there  is  not  any  thing  at  all  of  that  Li-- 
quor  loft,  but  the  whole  of  it  pafleth  into  moft  nota¬ 
ble  profit. 

Verily  this  is  an  excellent  and  admirable  Tranf* 
plantation  of  an  Univerfal  Medicine,  into  the  Vege¬ 
tables  and  Animals,  the  which  the  tender  great  ones 
of  the  World  may  make  ufe  of  with  the  greateft  fe- 
curity. 

Such  now  as  thefe  (  the  great  ones  )  feeing 
that  this  Univerfal  Medicine  of  mine  doth  not  at  ail 
hurt  the  tender  feeds  of  Herbs,  or  the  young  Pullen, 
but  rather  beftows  on  them  a  greater  efficacy  and 
ftrength,  will  doubtlefly  be  induced  to  believe  and 
underftand  thus  much,  wz,-  that  this  fame  Medicine 
will  in  no  cafe  prove  hurtful  unto  Men,  who  as  to 
tendernefs,  cannot  be  like  the  feeds  of  Herbs,  or  like 
tenderPullen. 

If  this  Medicine  be  of  fo  great  an  efficacy  as  to  be 
capable  of  tranfmuting  fome  venenate  Mineral,  fuch 
as  Mercury  is,  into  true  Gold,  and  that  in  a  few  hours 
fpace,  as  we  fhall  fee  and  hear  by  and  by,  it  muft 
necelfarily  follow,  that  it  is  not  infeded  with  any 
malignity  or  venom,  for  the  malignity  of  one  thing 
does  not  amend  or  corred  the  malignity  of  another 
thing,  but  rather  makes  it  worfer. 

From  hence  it  is  apparently  manifeft,  that  that 
Potable  Gold  does  not  at  all  partake  of  any  maligni¬ 
ty,  but  is  a  moft  wholfome  Medicine  for  both  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals,  and  Minerals:  Which  thing,  if 
any  one  will  not  give  credit  unto,  or  ffiall  not  be 
capable  to  underftand  the  fame,  I  know  not  what 
other  help  to  afford  him  j  for  minding  my  own  affairs, 

I  have  propounded  and  fet  down  all  things  out  of  a 
good  and  fincere  mind  ;  if  fo  be  that  any  one  hath 
ought  that  is  better,  let  him  produce  it  out-right, 
and  not  defpife  thofe  things  which  he  does  not  un¬ 
derftand,  left  haply  he  hazardeth  his  good  name,  as 
that  convided  Lyar  Farmer  hath  done ,  and  be  de¬ 
rided  ,  and  made  a  laughing-ftock  to  the  common 
People. 

But  Farmer'^s  fetting  upon  me  with  his  calumnies 
and  Handers,  hath  miniftred  unto  me  an  occafion  of 
anfwering,  and  of  defending  my  felf :  Upon  this  oc¬ 
cafion  of  my  replying ,  there  have  fprung  up,  and 
come  forth  to  the  Light  moft  excellent  Secrets  and 
Arcam^s  of  Nature.  Surely  1  ffioidd  never  have  fo 
openly  publiffied  my  knowledge  in  natural  things, 
but  ffiould  have  lain  hidden  in  quiet,  had  not  that 
Blood-fucker  and  fecret  Murtherer  thrown  me  out 
of  my  tranquility  by  his  venomous  biting. 

But  that  it  may  not  feem  a  thing  ftrange  and  ab- 
furd,  that  I  write,  that  this  Aimim  Pctabtle  of  mine 
doth  induce  into  the  growing  Herbs  a  golden  Na¬ 
ture,  it  feems  a  thing  expedient  unto  me,  to  con¬ 
firm  the  bufinefs  by  fome  true  Hiftories. 

In  the  Hungarian  and  Tranfylvanian  Chronicles, 
it  is  mentioned.  That  in  thofe  Countries,in  which  the 
foil  or  ground  hath  every  where  about  in  the  Mourn 
tains,  an  aureous  or  golden  nature,  and  from  whence, 
for 'this  Thoufand  years,  even  to  this  very  day,  much 
Gold  hath  been,  and  yearly  is  digged  out  by  the  Gold- 
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Miners,  and  been  molten,  and  coined  into  Moneys, 
there  have  been  oft  times  found  fuch  Vines,  as 
have  not  only  had  their 

too  gilded  over,  as  it  were,  with  Gold,  jult  as  ir 
they  had  been  artificially  gilt.  Nor  is  this  an  old 
Wife’s  Fable,  but  a  thing  moft  certainly  true,  and 
which  many  have  affirmed  unto  W' 

doubted  Truth,  fome  of  which  Perfons  have  ^ 

Habitations  in  thofe  places,  and  otherfome  of  them 
do  even  live  there  at  this  day  •  _  About  fome  fix  years 
fince,  when  1  lived  in  Francoma,  it  chanced,  that  a  V me 
to  whofe  Roots  I  laid  Gold  opened,  and  reduced  i^n- 
to  its  firft  Ens,  produced  Bunches  of  Gi apes,  whofe 
Stones  were  gilded:  Which  Story  1  have  mentioned 
more  at  lar|e  in  the  Confolation  of  Navigators. 

And  butvery  lately  a  certain  Noblemanof 

foW  me  for  a  moft  certain  Truth,  that  not  far  from 

being  one  of  the  Mountain  Cities  of 

earia,  a  certain  Husbandman  found  m  his  Vineyard 
a  niece  of  corporeal  Gold,  above  an  Ell  long,  grown 
out  of  a  Stone,  and  twined  round  about  the  faid 
Stone  a  little  piece  of  which  was  given  me  by  the 
faid  Nobleman,  becaufe  of  the  Novelty  and  Won¬ 
ders  fake-  ^  1  •  u 

But  put  cafe  that  this  were  not  true,  which  not- 

withftanding  is  very  true  and  indubitable,  as  being 
a  thing  known  to  the  whole  World,  that  l^h  gil¬ 
ded  Grapes  are  often  found  in  Hn^garta  and  Tranjyl- 
Vania  i  yet  however,  thofe  things  that  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  and  attributed  unto  my  Potable  Gold ,  are 
moft  afluredly  true- 

Nor  can  I  allcadge  any  other  caufe  for  thefe  gil¬ 
ded  Grapes  and  Leaves  in  Hmgana^  but  this,  that 
the  Earth  there  is  impregnated  with  golden 
or  with  the  not  yet  hardened  and  coagulated  firft 
Ens  of  Gold,  and  that  aureous  water  being  mixt 
with  the  Rain-water,  infinuates  it  felf  into  Roots 
and  from  thence  afeends  up  mto  the  Boughs  and 
Grapes,  and  in  them  manifefts  it  felf,  and  becomes 

vifiblc 

Even  thus  alfo  is  it  with  my  A«r„m  (which 

is  like  to  a  ipiritual  Gold)  if  it  be  dilfolved  with 
common  Rain-water,  and  be  therewithal  commixt, 
and  the  fand  (in  which  the  feeds  of  the  Vegetables 
were  fown )  be  moiftened  with  that  Liquor,  the 
nutriment  U  attraded  out  of  the  fand  by  the  Vege¬ 
table  Herbs,  and  being  attraded,  renders  them  par¬ 
takers  of  an  aureous  nature :  And  this  experience 
teftifics  to  be  a  thing  moft  true ;  nor  can  it  be  other- 

"  By  thefe  few  things  here  fpoken,  every  body  (as 
Ifuppofe)  will  fufficiently  enough  perceive,  that  my 

jtmum  Potat, le  is  a  moft  high  Medicine  for  the  Ve- 
getables.  Now  we  will  likewife  prove  by  fome  few 
but  yet  clear  and  convincing  Arguments,  that  it  is  a 
moft  high  Medicine  for  the  Minerals  too. 


the  poffibility  thereof,  both  in  the  raoift  and  in  the 
dry  way. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  is  behoveful  for  every  one 
to  know,  that  the  faid  Anrum  Potabile^  when  brought 
to  its  due  perfeiftion,  and  fuch  as  my  felf  know, 
hath  the  refemblance  of  a  bright  and  clear  water, 
is  of  a  burning,  hot,  and  fiery  tafteupnn  the  tongue, 
and  gives  out  a  Ihlphureous,  but  yet  pleafarit 
odour. 

But  fome  may  fay,  What  can  any  fuch  virtues  be 
in  a  clear  Water  ?  What  reafon  have  you  to  call  it 
Potable  Gold,  for  that  ought  to  be  yellow  or  red  ? 
To  fuch  an  one  I  anfwer.  That  in  the  whitenefs  is 
a  rednefs  hidden,  which  is  not  difcernable  in  itS' 
tender  Infancy  ;  but  when  by  the  help  of  the  Fire  it 
arrives  to  a  greater  age,  then  it  difeovers  it  felf, 
and  ftiews  forth  its  comelinefs  and  excellency  to¬ 
gether  with  moft  eminent  ftrength  and  efficacy : 
For  thus  fay  the  Philofophers,  Vnlefs  yon  make  .nur 
Gold  white,  you  cannot  make  it  red.  And  in  another 
place,  If  nny  one  knows  how  to  defiroy  Gold.^  fo  as  it  frail 
be  Gold  no  more.,  he  hath  arrived  to  a  mofr  great  Secret. 
And  again,  in  another  place,  Oar  Gold  is  not  common 
Gold,  but  Gold  potential,  not  formal  {or  Gold  in  power,  not 
in frapeX  Such  Sayings  and  Sentences  the  whole 
Troop  of  the  Philofophers  is  full  of-,  by  which  it 
is  exafrly  demonftfated,  that  the  true  Aurum  Pota* 
bile  ought  not  to  be  prefently  red,  as  to  the  out¬ 
ward  view,  but  that  it  merits  this  Title,  if  there 
be  but  only  that  golden  and  red  virtue  and  effica¬ 
cy  lying  hidden  in  its  internal  principle.  For  if 
this  whitenefs  did  not  cover  over  an  hidden  red^ 
nefs,  it  could  never  poffibly  become  red.  Now  my 
Aurum  Potabile  being  coagulated  by  the  means  of 
fire  and  reduced  to  a  ftability  in  the  fire,  is  tur¬ 
ned  into  a  ftone  of  a  blood-red  colour ,  and  yields 
not  in  the  melting  any  corporeal  Gold,  unlefs  a 
metallick  body  be  adjoined  unto  it,  into  wh‘ch  the 
Spiritual  and  Philofophical  Gold,  betakes  it  felf,  that 
fo  cloathiiig  it  felf  with  a  body,  it  may  become  Cor* 

^^This  potable  Gold  of  mine  is,  LacTiroms^  or  the 
FirAns  A//7fe,.which  is  coagulated  with  a  fmall  heat. 
This  Coagulum  Paffeth  into  (or  becomes)  the 
blood.  Which  being  coagulated,  muft  neceffarily  yield 
the  conftant  or  durable  Salamander.  1  ccniefs,  that 
hitherto  I  have  not  prepared  it ;  nor  had  I  any  op¬ 
portunity  to  prepare  it,  but  remain  contented  with 
mv  Fac  Virginis.,  as  with  a  moft  excellent  Univer- 
fal  Medicine ,  patiently  expeding  what  the  Pivine 
Grace  will  in  time  to  come  beftow  upon  me. 

But  that  I  may  proceed  on  to  Ihew  that  my  Au¬ 
rum  Potabile  doth  likewife  heal  the  Minerals,  amend 
them,  and  make  them  golden,  I  will  here  fetdown 
fome  waies  of  doing  the  fame  both  in  the  dry,  and  in 
the  moift  way. 


Of  the  Zjfe  of  my  Aurum  Potal^iile  in  the 
melioration  of  the  Minerals. 

AS  concerning  the  bettering  of  the  Minerals  by 
my  Potable  Gold,  thus  ftands  the  cafe:  It  is 
capable  of  exhibiting  to  thofe  that  are  inquilitive 
after  the  tranfinutation  of  the  Metals,  and  would 
make  trial  of  the  fame,  fome  moft  exadt  proofs  or 


The  manner  of  trying  Qtj  the  moift  my)  rohe- 
ther  or  no  my  Aurum  Potabile  be  a  Fin 
lofophical  Volatile  Gold. 

-f^Ake  of  my  potable  Gold  %  j.  and  9  )•  or  5  fs. 

T  of  common  Quick-filver,  put  them  ‘nto^  prong 
Gffifs  Ld  fofmaufasthatit  may  be  half  full  with 
to  ma«er“  (NB-  The  gftfs  muft  hav.  a  round 
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bottom,  ,  whether  it  be  a  piece  of  fome  fmall  Bolt-  i 
head,  or  of  fome  fmall  Phial,  that  fo  the  Mercury 
may  gather  it  felf  into  one  Ball  in  the  bottom) 
and  place  your  glafs,  with  the  potable  Gold  and 
Qiiick-liKer,  in  Sand,  to  the  heighth  of  the  Liquor, 
then  heat  it,  and  leave  it  for  about  one  hour  in  a  fulE- 
cient  beat,  that  the  Phlegm  being  exhaled,  the  pota- 
ible  gold  may  flay  behind  in  the  form  of  a  white 
r^Salt  ;  This  done,  pour  agen  upon  that  Salt  fo  much 
Rain-water  as  it  evaporated  in  the  boiling,  or  fill  the 
^  glafs  fo  full  with  Rain-water,  as  it  was  before  full  of 
JnrHfn  Puta‘ ile^  ihzt  fo  lying  a  while  upon  the 
faid  Salt,  it  may  dilfolve  it,  which  is  hereby  again 
turned  into  the  fame  potable  Gold,  having  the  fame 
colour,  the  fame  tafte,  and  the  fame  virtues  as  it 
“^had  before.  The  Mercury  being  freed  from  the  faid 
potable  Gold,  which  is  to  be  poured  off,  is  found 
to  be  hard,  and  fix  in  the  bottom  like  the  bell;  gold, 
and  of  the  fame  bignefs.,  ar  quantity,  as  when  it  was 
put  into  the  glafs.  NB.  If  by  fome  errour  com¬ 
mitted  the  -Argent-vive  be  not  enough  tinged  and 
brought  to  a  due  degree,  but  hath  gotten  fome  black- 
refs,  it  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  glafs,  and  put  into 
fome  little  Crucible,  and  to  be  heated  red-hot  with 
live  Coals ,  that  fo  it  may  receive  the  due  golden 
colour  •,  which  faid  colour  it  will  get,  and  will  be  like 
the  beft  DuckatGold,  and  will  abide  good  and  firm 
in  all  trials.  But  that  Auxum  Potabile  which  was 
ufed  about  the  coagulation  of  the  Quick-filver,  may 
be  often  made  ufe  of  about  the  fame  labour  ^  but 
yet  you  are  to  note,  that  you  alwaies  take  each  time 
lefs  and  lefs  QuickTilver  to  this  operation ,  becaufe 
the  potable  Gold  doth  in  each  of  thofe  fucceffive  la¬ 
bours  lofe  by  little  and  little  its  virtues. 

This  way  qf  coagulating  of  Mercury  may  be  like- 
wife  ufed  about  the  coagulation  of  other  Minerals 
and  Metals,  provided  that  the  faid  metals  be  redu* 
ced  into  thin  Plates  or  Leaves,  and  fo  put  in  ;  for 
being  put  in  too  thick,  they  cannot  be  totally  dige- 
fted  in  fo  fhort  a  time  by  the  A^rnm  Potabile, Into  the 
due  degree  of  Perfedion,  but  remain  (as  their  infide 
part)  crude ,  and  therefore  an  accurate  regard  is 
hereunto  to  be  had.  If  this  Labour  be  rightly 
done,  the  Metals  will  be  throughly  tranfmuted  into 
pure  and  good  Gold,  and  that  of  the  fame  magni¬ 
tude,  figure,  and  form  they  were  of  when  'you  put 
them  in-,  but  yet  one  metal  is  fooner  tranfmuted, 
and  morecoramodioufly  than  another,  according  as  it 
lhall  be  of  a  nearer  affinity  unto  gold.  NB-  If  the 
Metal  be  not  in  a  due  manner  proceeded  withal,  but 
be  as  yet  black  when  it  is  taken  out  of  the  pota¬ 
ble  Gold,  it  is  then  to  be  well  heated  red-hot,  that 
fo  it  may  get  its  golden  colour.  And  if  there  be 
even  yet  any  doubt  left,  let  him  put  it  in  ,  and 
purge  it  by  the  Cineritium,  or  the  Cupel,  that  fo 
be  may  be  aflured  of  having  true  gold,  and  may  be 
freed  from  all  kindoffcruple  and  doubt  ^  for  neither 
■ft  nor  5  will  take  away  ought  therefrom  -,  which 
thing  the  proof  it  felf  will  moll  clearly  demon- 
ftrate. 


The  manner  of  making  a  Trial,  hy  the  dry  waj^ 
concerning  the  Tranfmutation  of  the  Imperjecl 
Metals,  hy  rny  Potable  Gold. 


T 


^Ake  of  my  potable  gold,  or  Lac  Virginis,  ^ 


and  put  it  in  a  glafs  difh  ;  which  done,  and  the 
difli  placed  in  fand,  evaporate  all  the  humidity,  until 
there  remain  about  almoll:  half  an  ounce  of  white 
Salt ;  put  this  Salt  in  a  Crucible,  with  9  j.  or  5  fs. 
of  the  Plates  of  Silver,  or  Copper,  or  Iron,  for  Tin  & 
Lead  need  not  be  laniinatediPiace  your  Crucible,toges 
ther  with  the  Salt  and  the  Metal,  amongfl  Wo^- 
Coals,  and  the  Salt  will  prefently  melt  like  Wax, 
and  penetrate  all  the  whole  Metal,  and  tranfmute 
it  into  gold  and  this  operation  is  done  in  one  quar* 
ter  of  an  hour,  or  half  an  hour  at  the  utmoft. 
The  molten  Salt  being  poured  forth  out  of  the  Cru¬ 
cible,  you  will  find  in  the  fame  Crucible  the  Plate  of 
the  Metal,  of  the  fame  quantity  and  lhape  it  was  of 
when  put  in,  and  throughly  tranfmuted  into  pure, 
good  gold.  The  Tin  and  the  Lead  will  be  molten 
into  Granes,  as  being  of  eafie  fufion ,  which  Granes 
will  have  the  nature  of  pure  good  gold-  If  the 
Crucible  fhould  be  too  much  heated  with  too  intenfe 
a  Fire,  it  may  alfo  happen,  that  even  the  ) ,  Copper, 
and  Iron  too  may  melt  into  granes.  And  this  I 
thought  good  to  inform  the  Studious  of. 

Thefe  (  O  thou  Lover  of  Arts )  are  the  too  Exa^ 
mens  and  Proofs  of  my  potable  gold,  and  of  trying 
it  both  by  the  dry  and  the  moift  way,  which  if 
thou  (halt  rightly  perform,  thou  Ihalt  not  erre  from 
the  mark.  But  now  I  mull  needs  confefs,  that  this 
Tranfmutation  is  not  gainful ,  and  I  have  already 
faid  before,  that  my  divulging  of  all  thefe  things  is 
only  to  this  end,  'viz,.  vifibly  to  (hew  the  poifibili» 
ty  of  the  Art.  For  although  that  the  gold  gotten 
by  thefe  proofs  be  true,  and  purely  good,  and  paF- 
ling  all  the  ufual  Trials,  yet  neverthelefs  it  brings 
no  profit,  becaufe  this  Anram  Potabile  requires  fb 
much  expencfes,  ( afore  it  arrives  unto  this  degree 
of  power)  as  that  the  gold  gotten  by  the  benefit 
thereof,  cannot  countervail  the  fame.  Nay,  if  it 
fhould  be  fomewhat  profitable  in  this  way,  yet  would 
that  man  do  much  amifs,  that  (hould  wafte  away 
and  imploy  fo  kingly  a  Medicine  for  the  getting  of  a 
little  Gold,  feeing  there  are  other  waies  to  get  Gold 
by.  And  verily,  it  w'ould  be  a  great  (in  and  (harae 
for  a  man  to  confurae  fuch  a  moft  excellent  and  emi¬ 
nent  Medicine  for  a  little  mony’s  fake-  Neither  is  it 
for  this  end,  that  I  have  thus  mentioned  what  I 
have  here  faid,  viz.,  to  ufe  it  about  the  making  of 
Gold  for  my  aim  is  only  this,  that  all  the  world 
may  fee  that  there  are  men  to  be  found  ,  even  at 
this  very  day,  upon  whom  the  Divine  Grace  hath 
bellowed  the  Art  of  preparing  and  making  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  Medicaments.  I  do  not  envy,  that  other  men 
(liould  learn  fomething  out  of  my  Writings,  and 
take  the  opportunity  of  advancing  this  Work  to  a 
farther  perfedion  :  But  I  would  not  have  the  im¬ 
pious  ones  at  all  to  perfwade  themfelves  that  they 
(liall  obtain'  this  Inftrument  to  do  evilly,  and  to 
exercife  their  wickednefs  by  God,  who  knows 
what  He  has  to  do,  will  not  do  thofe  things  which 
are  (perhaps)  liking  and  pleating  to  our  fancies-  I 
can  every  hour  demonftrate  the  truth  of  wbap  1  have 
written,  with  which  demonftration  I  reft  fatisfied. 
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Or,  an  Aurum  rofabile. 


1  can  eafily  conjeftnre  that  various  men  will  pafs 
various  cenfures  upon  my  Writings,  but  this  is  what 
1  am  not  able  to  prevent  j  nor  indeed  do  I  much  care, 
but  1  do  herein  comfort  my  felf,  in  that  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  an  undoubted  Truth,  and  can  defend  it  even  be 
fore  the  whole  World.  I  can  withal  readily  guefs, 
that  fome  or  other  rfiay  objed  agalnft  me,  and  fay 
as  followeth,  'I'iz..  That  my  Potable  Gold  is  a  bare 
folution  of  common  Gold ,  which  being  adjoined 
unto  the  other  Mitals,  is  by  them  precipitated,  and 
fo  reduced  into  its  former  body  ;  and  this  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  a  true  tranfmutation  of  the  Gold.  To 
I  refel  this  objedion  therefore,  I  demand,  Whether  or 
no  the  common  corporeal  Gold  can  be  diflblved  with¬ 
out  Ibme  corrofive  Liquor  ?  For  this  Aurnm  Potabik 
of  mine  is  void  of  all  corrofion,  apd  is  a  fiery  wa¬ 
ter,  moft  extreamly  contrary  unto  all  corrofives; 
Seeing  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  fixed  Nitre,  or  a  ful- 
phureous  Salt,  betwixt  which  Salts  verily,  and  com¬ 
mon  Gold,  there  is  no  familiarity  at  all  •,  nor  are 
there  any  fuch  virtues  therein ,  as  to  diflblve  the 
Gold  :  But  put  Cafe  it  could  fo  be,  that  the  body  of 
common  Gold  ftiould  be  difiblved  with  thofe  fixed 
Salts,  and  that  by  fuch  a  Solution  it  fhould  diflblve 
for  make)  my  Aurum  Potabik^vzxWy  it  would  necelTa- 
rily  follow,  that  fuch  a  folution  of  Gold  would  be  of 
a  yellow  or  red  colour.  But  now  ’tis  not  fo  with 
mine,  for  my  Aurum  Potabile  is  fo  clear  and  bright, 
as  that  it  far  exceeds  the  bright  tranfparency  of 
even  Fountain-water  it  felf:  Befides  too,  the  folution 
of  corporeal  Gold  tingeth  the  hair,  hands,  and  nails 
with  a  black  colour  \  but  on  the  contrary ,  my  Pota¬ 
ble  Gold  docs  not  fo  at  all,  and  therefore  juftly  and 
defervedly,  it  both  may  and  ought  to  bear  the  Title 
of  PhibfQpbical  Gold ;  for  all  the  Philofophers  that 
have  been  true  PoflelTors  of  an  Univerfal  Medicine, 
do  confefs  in  exprefs  words,  That  their  Gold^  or  the 
folution  thereof^  doth  not  at  all  colour  the  hands^by  which 
Charadter  and  Sign  they  diftinguilh  betwixt  the  vul¬ 
gar  and  philofophical  Gold. 

From  hence  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  my  Aurum 
Potabile  is  prepared  of  the  true  Philofophical  Gold, 
feeing  it  does  not  tinge  the  hands  with  any  co¬ 
lour. 

But  put  cafe  that  a  Solution  of  common  Gold 
fhould  be  made  by  the  help  of  fome  menftruum  that 
is  not  corrofive,  (  but  fuch  is  not  my  folution  )  yet 
notwithftanding,  it  would  not  throughly  tinge  the 
Iraperfedt  Metals  and  common  Quick-filver  in  dige= 
ftion  with  them,  and  tranfmute  them,  but  would  co¬ 
ver  over  fas  it  were)  their  Superficies  only  with  the 
I  Colour  of  the  precipitated  Gold,  like  as  is  wont  to  be 
with  all  other  folutions  of  Gold,  and  fuch  a  powder 
performing  the  fame  effedl,  may  be  prepared  of  com= 
mon  gold  ;  the  way  of  the  Preparation  thereof  I  have 
delivered  in  ray  Writings.  Silver  being  therewithal 
laid  over,  is  as  well  gilt,  as  if  it  had  been  done  with 
Gold  and  Qiiick-filver :  The  fuperficies  therefore  is 
only  gilded  over,  but  the  body  of  the  Silver  it  felf 
is  not  at  all  tranfmuted,  but  abides  in  its  former 
Ifate-  So  Gold  diflblved  in  fpirit  of  Salt,  doth,  by 
the  help  of  the-  Vitriol  of  Venus,  gild  over  the  Su¬ 
perficies  of  any  Iron,  but  the  Iron  retains  its  Irony 
property  and  nature  :  If  to  fuch  a  folution  plenty  of 
W'ater  bC'.poured,  and  Argert-vive^  Tin,  Lead,  Iron, 
or  Bifmiith-,  be  put  thereinto,  the  gold  is  wont  to  pre» 
cipitats  out  of  the  corrofive  water,  in  the  form  of 
a  porous  Sponge,  and  to  adhere  to  the  metal  therein¬ 
to  put.  Now,  as  foon  as  ever  the  water  is  Ihook  a- 
bout,  the  precipitated  gold  difperfeth  it  felf  abroad 


in  the  water ,  like  a  troubled  muddinefs,  and  tlie 
Metal  is  the  fame  as  it  was  before  putting  in,  with¬ 
out  any  tranfmutation  at  all. 

Moreover,  if  any  Solution  of  common  gold  could 
tinge  tlK  v;hole  body  of  the  imperfect  metals  (  but, 
yet  this  can  never  be )  it  would  neceflarily  gild  over 
the  external  fuperficies  of  the  Metals,  and  efpecially 
the  external  fuperficies  of  pure  Luna,  when  rubbed  or 
fmeated  over  with  the  fame  ;  and  even  this  now  my 
Aurum  Potabtle  does  not  do  *,  but  if  it  be  fmeared  up-- 
on  Silver,  it  colours  and  paints  it  with  all  kinds  of 
colours,  and  as  infinite  as  appear  in  the  Peacock’s 
Tail,  and  in  fuch  wife  too,  as  that  they  cannot  be 
eafily  rubbed  out ;  and  thefe  Colours  are  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  Argument,  that  this  my  Aur.um  Potabile  is mtibc 
vulgar  Gold ,  but  the  fecret  Gold  of  the  Philofo¬ 
phers. 

All  thefe,  and  other  the  like  Objedions,  I  could 
moil  eafily  prevent  by  due  and  fitting  Anfwers,  if 
they  fliould  be  objeded  againfl:  me  \  but  I  think  no 
body  will  be  fo  audacious,  as  (without  producing  any 
better  things J  to  oppofe  himfelf  againfl:  thoie  things 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  whole  World  are  ac¬ 
counted  for  good- 


Of  tht  Vfe  of  my  True  Aurum  Potabile  in 
Medicine. 

TO  what  purpofe  fliould  I  make  many  words  of 
the  moft  great  Efficacy  and  Virtues  of  my  Po¬ 
table  Gold  in  Medfcine  ?  I  do  not  deem  it  a  thing 
neceflary  to  write  a  large  Book  concerning  them, 
for  fuch  kind  of  Writings  do  many  times  more 
hurt  than  good  :  For  there  is  fuch  an  odd  cuftom 
of  Writing  fo  prevalent,  as  that  fome  men  blufli 
not  oft-times  to  aferibe  fuch  great  virtues  to  fome 
coloured  Brandy-wine,  as  can  hardly  be  attributed 
evento  Aurum  Potabile  it  felf.  I  confefs,  that  many 
times  there  lies  more  Virtue  in  fome  very  vile  mean 
thing,  than  in  precious  and  fumptuous  Pearls. 

But  feeing  that  every  one  cannot  difeern  the  true 
from  the  falfe,  and  is  conftrained  fon  the  contrary) 
to  give  credit  unto  thofe  things  which  he  draws  in  by 
his  Ears,  it  cannot  poffibly  be,  but  that  he  erre 
from  the  Truth,  and  often  chufe  the  evil  inftead 
of  the  good  i  which  defedl  is  eafily  helped  by  ma^ 
king  trial,  and  proving  them,  for  this  way  is  wont 
to  try  the  Truth  of  things. 

Should  I  but  deferibe  in  an  accurate  manner  the 
Virtues  of  my  Potable  Gold,  it  would  fill  a  large 
Volume  :  And  this  is  not  my  intent  in  this  place,  but 
fGod  permitting)  it  fhall  fhortly  be  effeded  in  a 
little  Book,  wherein  fhall  be  comprized  many  other 
of  my  beft  Medicaments,  and  fhall  fhortly  come  a- 
broad  under  the  Title  ofGlaubeAs  Pharmacopatia  : 
And  in  this  place  I  will  in  few  words  hint  out  the 
life  of  my  Aurum  Potabile, 

Therefore,  forafmuch  as  my  Potable  Gold  is  fas 
I  have  already  frequently  repeated)  a  concentrated 
Fire,  and  reduced  into  a  liquid  form,  and  all  its 
whole  Effence  may  be  faid  to  referable  nothing  elfe 
but  fome  tender  penetrating  Fire,  yet  void  of  flame, 
every  one  may  readily  conjerture  what  it  is  helpful 
for,  and  what  ufe  it  is  of  in  Medicine. 
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^mongft  all  the  Elements,  the  pureft,  fubtileft, 
molt  penetrative,  and  molt  efficacious,  is  Fire,  and 
this  is  granted  by  every  body  •,  for  the  force  o 
the  Fire,  wz„its  heat  penetrates  even  the  molt  compact 
bodies,  as  Metals,  and  Glafs;  nor  is  there  any  thing 
that  can  Itop  its  way,  the  Water,  Earth,  and  Air 
are  eafily  Ihut  out*  The  Omnipotent  God  Himlelt 
is  compared  with  Fire,  from  whom  all  things  receive 
Spirit  and  Life,  and  without  whom  nothing  can  live 
or  move  it  felf,  for  without  him,  all  things  are  dead , 
hard,  and  cold  •,  as  appears  in  the  bodies  of  men  and 
other  Animals,  which  being  alive,  are  alwaieshot, 
but  being  dead,  become  more  cold  than  any  Ice.  _ 

Therefore,  as  long  as  that  fmall  fpark  of  Life  in 
Man,  and  other  Animals,  is  fed  and  nouriffied  with 
its  due  Food  and  Drink,  fo  long  alfo  doth  it  attradt 
its  nutriment,  and  continues  in  its  vigoroufnefs. 

Butasfoonas  it  is  dellitute  of  its  nutrition,  and 
that  it  be  taken  thencefrom,  the  Life  doth  pre- 
fently  begin  to  be  debilitated,  and  to  fade,  like  as 
a  kindled  Lamp,  if  Oil  be  not  poured  thereunto, 
doth  at  lall  go  out,  and  extinguiffieth. 

Seeing  now  that  the  Life  of  a  Man  is  a  meer  fire, 
and  is  fed  and  fuEained  by  a  fuitable  Food  a^id 
Drink  only,  like  to  a  Lamp,  which  fwithout  thei 
pouring  on  of  Oil, and  without  Air,  without  which  no 
fire  can  burn,  nor  any  Life  live)  cannot  conferve  its 
light.  Some  or  other  may  demand,  What  the  rea; 
fon  is,  that  fuch  men  are  fo  ealily  feized  on  by  Di- 
feafes,  who  have  no  want  of  the  bell  Food  and 
Drink,  and  which  too  is  moll  fit  for  the  fultaini.ng 
of  Life  ?  Hereto  I  anfwer  ,  That  in  fuch  kind  of 
men ,  the  grofs,  crude,  tenacious,  and  cold  humours 
do  lliut  up  the  palTage  to  the  point  and  fpark  of 
Life,  whereby  it  is  deprived  of  the  nutriment,  be¬ 
ing  hereby  kept  back.  For  an  Example  of  which. 
Take  a  kindled  Lamp ,  in  which  the  Wiek  or  Got¬ 
ten  is  furred  and  clogg’d  up  with  the  Dreggs  of 
impure  Oil,  whereby  the  Oil  can  have  no  farther 
accefs  to  the  burning  Flame  ^  and  hence  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  it  goes  out,  and  vanilheth,  and  dies,  though 
there  be  llore  enough  of  Oil.  So  likewife  is  it  with 
an  old  Tree,  though  there  be  llore  of  Dung  there¬ 
to  applied,  yet  the  vegetation  is  not  alwaies,  and  for 
ever,  but  all  things  die  at  lall.  Now,  the  crude, 
grofs,  and  clammy  humours  infinuating  themfelves 
into  the  Roots,  do  halten  on  this  death,  and  the 
Roots  being  llopt  or  clogged,  the  due  nutriment  is 
withdrawn  or  with-beld  from  the  Tree,  like  as  is 
wont  to  happen  in  Men,  and  in  burning  Lamps,  as 
we  faid  but  now- 

All  things  have  their  natural  Caufes,  the  which 
thing  God  Himfelf  hath  doubtlelly  fo  ordained  and 
implanted  in  Nature,  that  all  things  in  their  order 
hallening  on  to  their  deltrudtion,  nothing  may  be 
found  wholly  conllant  and  liable  in  natural  things, 
but  be  all  fubjefl  to  decay  and  death,  and  that  Eter¬ 
nity  alone,  and  Divine  liability,  (or  the  durability 
of  cccleltial  things  only)  might  be  laid  open. 

Bright  clear  Water,  having  its  courfe  through 
Channels  and  Wooden  Pipes,  doth,  after  many  years 
time,  at  length  fill  them  with  Dirt,  Hops  them  up, 
and  bars  up  its  own  way  and  current-  This  is  the 
Operation  of  the  clear  and  cold  Water  of  Fountains  ^ 
the  hot  Baths  do  it  far  fooner,  as  appars  in  the  Aqnis- 
gvcine  Baths,  and  others,  in  which  the  Aquadii^s  and 
conveyances  for  the  Water  are  to  be  frequently  open¬ 
ed  and  cleanfed,  whereby  the  Water  may  have  the 
freer  palTage.  But  thofe  Waters,  which  being  hot, 
do  (when  cool)  prefently  let  fall  their  fsces  in  the 
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Veffiels,  and  Hop  or  furr  them  up,  do  mollfpee- 
dily  of  all  (hew  this  fame  operation.  The  fame  is  alfo 
done  in  open  VelTels,  if,  viz.,  the  clear  and  tranfpa- 
rent  Water  of  Fountains  be  fevera]  times  heated  in 
a  Copper,  and  be  agen  fo  often  cooled,  there  doth 
then  at  length  Hick  on  to  the  infide  of  the  Copper 
a  tenacious  lliminefs,  which  at  lall  is  turned  into  an 
hard  Stone. 

If  now  the  pure  and  bright  Water  of  a  Fountain 
elfedleth  fuch  an  operation,  What»  think  you,  would 
that  Water  do,  which  in  its  own  nature  is  troubled 
or  muddy,  thick,  faltiffi,  and  flimy.  Hence  it  is  that 
not  only  new-prell  Wines,  or  that  thickiffi,  muddyifii 
Mull,  do  let  fall  their  Eeces  to  the  bottom,  and  fallen 
their  Tartar  to  the  fides  of  the  Barrel ,  but  even 
the  old  Wines  do  likewife  do  the  fame,  butnotfo 
much  as  the  new  ones  do. 

Now  then,  feeing  that  fuch  kind  of  troubled  drinks 
are  ufed  by  men  for  nutriment,  it  is  clearly  nece- 
(Fary,  that  ( the  internal  Bowels  of  the  body  being 
llopt  by  their  dregginefs)  their  nouriffiing  property 
of  the  Life  mull  with-draw,  like  as  the  feculent  Oil 
withdraws  from  the  light  of  the  Lamp :  For  all  thofe 
things  which  a  man  feeds  upon,  and  daily  drinks, 
do  in  procefs  of  time  Hop  up  the  paflages  of  the 
internal  bowels  and  conveyances  in  the  body  of  man, 
and  fo  defpoil  the  vital  Fire  of  its  nutriment.  There¬ 
fore  by  how  much  the  more  this  nutriment  of  the 
Life  is  withdrawn,  fo  much  the  fooner  is  the  light 
or  vital  Fire  extinguiffied,  and  the  cold  and  dark- 
fome  death  approacheth  the  nearer,  and  becomes  fu- 
periour.  From  hence  arofe  that  old  Proverb,  Eat 
fuch  things  as  are  well  cooled  or  baked  5  Drink  fitch  drinks 
as  are  clear, S^eakfttch  things  as  are  trne^  that  fo  you 
may  be  longdived. 

But  now  fome  may  fay,  I  will  therefore  Ihun  trou¬ 
bled  drinks,  and  feed  upon  well-drell  and  well-prepa¬ 
red  Meats,  that  lb  by  ffiunning  the  way  for  Death’s 
entrance,  I  may  enjoy. a  long-life.  I  confefs,  ’tis  well 
faid,  for  fobriety  in  meat  and  drink,  and  the  ffiunning 
of  grofs  and  crude  meats,  and  troubled  drinks,  do 
much  help  to  conferve  health  :  But  yet  it  does  not 
follow,  that  he  ffiall  not  be  at  length  fubjed  to  Di- 
feafes,  nor  die  ^  for  there  is  no  meat  that  is  fo  well 
cook’d,  and  no  drink  that  is  fo  clear,  but  it  carries 
with  it  its  hidden  feces,  with  which  the  internal  Vef* 
felsmay  in  a  longer  procefs  of  time,  be  llopt  up,  and 
Difeafes  introduced,  even  as  we  ffiewed  but  now, 
by  an  example  drawn  from  Fountaimwater,  which  in 
procefs  of  time  Hops  up  its  own  paflages :  And  by  the 
fame  reafon  too  muH  thofe  Trees  that  are  in  the 
highell  tops  of  the  Mountains  at  length  die ,  when 
( though  they  are  nouriffied  with  moll  clear  Rain¬ 
water)  their  nutrition  is  with-held' from  them  by 
the  flopping  up  the  pores  of  the  Roots, 

But  yet  I  do  not  fay  that  an  Oak,  or  fome  other 
wild  Tree,  in  wild  places,  which  is  nouriffied  only 
with  the  Rain-water,  and  the  Leaves  which  yearly 
fall  off,  dures  no  longer  than  fome  Fruit-bearing  Tree 
does,  which  is  dunged  and  nourilhed  in  the  Gardens 
with  lingular  care  and  labour  :  No,  for  it  is  known, 
that  an  Oak  doth  many  times  endure  and  live  a  Thom 
fand  years  *,  whereas  on  the  contrary,  fuch  a  tilled  or 
tenderly-kept  Tree  fcarce  attains  to  the  Hundredth 
year,  and  this  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  diverfity  of  nu¬ 
triments.  The  Stag  in  the  Woods,  and  the  Crow  in 
the  Airjlive  above  an  Hundred  years,but  being  caught 
and  finely  fed,  they  fcarce  live  Fifty  years-  A  man 
that  lives  barely  upon  Bread  and  Water,  will  doubt: 
lefs  prolong  his  Life  to  far  more  years  than  if  he 
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ufeddelicatefood  anddrinkjand  this  is  a  moil  raanifen:  | 
thing,  and  yet  men  lay  it  not  to  heart,  but  by  enjoy¬ 
ing  too  great  a  plenty  of  delicacies,  they  burthen 
Nature  with  too  great  a  load,  from  vy hence  obftru- 
dlions  of  the  bowels  do  arife,  and  a  way  laid  for 
Difeafes  to  enter  in.  A  Tree  that  is  dunged  with 
too  much  Dongi  gets  to  it  felf»  together  and  at  once, 
too  much  fatnefsj  and  this  choaks  up  the  Roots  and 
hinders  nutrition,  whereby  the  body  and  boughs 
thereof  cannot  be  fupplied,  and  fo  confeqiiently 
Death  mult  enter  in,  and  put  out  the  Life  of  that 
Tree.  What  Counfel  now  >  You  will  haply  fay,  It 
that  obftrudioris  be  the  principal  caufes  of  Difea. 
fes  and  Death,  are  there  no  Remedies,  by  whofe  help 
fuchlikeobftrudions  may  be  prevented-,  or  (if  they 
already  are  made)  be  wholly  removed  and  taken  a 
way?  Yes,  Hay,  that  both  may  be  done, a  time¬ 
ly  prevention,  and  alfo  a  thorough  abolition  of 
them,  when  they  have  gotten  head  ^  and  this  to  be 
done  by  fuch  kind  of  Medicaments  which  are  friendly 
to  Nature,  and  contrary  unto  the  things  from  which 
thole  obftr unions  and  conftipations  have  their  rife  *, 
for  cold,  tenacious,  impure,  and  watery  humours 
mult  neceffarily  be  attenuated,  mollified,  cut,  and 
opened'  by  heating ,  attenuating,  inciding,  or  cutting, 
penetrating,  and  fiery  Medicaments  for  daily  Ex¬ 
perience  teacheth,  that  it  is  a  thing  clearly  impolTible 
for  obltruilions  to  be  taken  away ,  what  kind  fo- 
ever  they  be  of,  without  the  help  of  warming  and 
penetrative  Medicaments-  And  amonglb  all  thofe 
Medicines,  thefe  are  found  to  be  the  mofl:  certain 
and  molt  efficacious,  viz.,  the  volatile  Spirit  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  or  of  Vitriol,  void  of  corrofivenefs  *,  the 
volatile  fpir it  of  crude  Tartar  *,  the  fpiuit  of  Urine, 
and  ofSalDArmoniack,  and  other  the  like  fiery  Spi¬ 
rits,  which  do  exercife  their  V irtues  with  moll  e.x- 
cellent  fucccfs  in  the  taking  away  of  thofe  kind  of 
obftrudions.  But  forafmuch  as  thofe  volatile  fpi- 
rits  do  for  the  molt  part  fet  upon  apd  refolve  fuch 
obftrudions  as  are  but  beginning,  and  not  as  yet  con¬ 
firmed,  but  do  not  feize  upon  the  more  fixtand  inve= 
terate  ones,  Ss  having  not  fo  much  ftrength  as  to  fub- 
due  and  call  out  them,  for  they  are  to  be  call  forth 
by  their  like,  that  is,  by  the  more  fixt  Medicaments 
which  thing  no  skilful  Phyfician  will  gainTay.  The 
whole  drift  therefore  of  the  bufinefs  lies  in  this, 
njiz..  by  what  means  fuch  kind  of  Medicaments  may 
be  gotten,  as  by  whofe  help  not  only  the  newly-rifen 
obllrudions,  but  alfo  the  inveterate  and  confirmed 
ones  too,  may  be  driven  out  of  the  body  of  man. 
Now,  this  cannot  be  effieded  by  Herbs,  and  fuch- 
like  natured  things,  as  is  Efficiently  witnelTed  by  this 
prefent  Age ,  for  no  body  that  is  fubjed  to  thofe 
kind  of  obllrudions,  is  cured  by  the  help  of  the 
Herbs,  and  fuch-like  things.  For  after  that  the  lick 
Patient  hath  a  long  time  ufed  the  palliative  Cure  in 
vain.  Death  at  length  comes  forcing  in,  and  fnatcheth 
him  away  after  his  licking  in  many  Pots  full  of 
fuch  fluff,  which  notwithllanding,  by  fome  good 
Medicine  might  have  been  eafily  prevented  ;  For,  I 
pray,  how  can  it  poffibly  be,  that  a  cold,  grofs, 
crude,  and  not  well-prepared  Medicine  Ihould  draw 
forth  cold  and  grofs  humours,  which  Ihould  be 
heated,  cut,  and  mollified  ?  ’Tis  juft  as  if  a  man 
would  melt  one  piece  of  Ice  with  another  piece  of  Ice, 
and  fo  reduce  it  into  Water  -,  but  yet  it  will  never 
bedone.without  fire  or  heat.  And  therefore  a  pene¬ 
trating,  fiery,  living,  and  good  Medicament,  is  to  be 
applied  unto  thofe  cold  and  tenacious  obftruftions, 


I  to  heat,  extenuate,  and  fcowre  them  out  j  and  the 
j  Syrups,  Conferves,  and  the  cold,  dead,  and  mucous 
or  Qimy  Juleps  fhould  be  removed. 

Verily  ,  I  cannot  Efficiently  enough  wonder,  when 
I  think  upon  the  fmall  regard  that  is  had  to  the 
Life  of  Man,  and  how  raffily  and  wantonly  itisneg- 
lefted,  out  of  meer  pure  ignorance. 

The  prefent  World  is  fo  blind  and  perverfe,  as 
that  it  neither  will  nor  can  believe  this,  though  it 
be  fhown  it  even  with  ones  fingers  :  But  yet  this 
ftubborn  perverfenefs  does  not  hurt  any  fo  much  as 
it  does  the  Innocent,  who  underftand  not  thefe 
things,  and  are  even  conftrained  to  credit  thofe 
things  only  which  they  hear  of  ;  all  other  things 
they  commit  to  Chance  and  Time,  together  with 
the  reft  of  thofe  errours,  unto  which,  as  likewife 
unto  other  abufes,  this  endeavour  of  mine,  will  (if 
God  fo  pleafe)  fome  time  hereafter  adminifter  fome 
Red  refs. 

We  do  therefore  conclude  and  determine,  that  the 
principal  and  chiefeft  occafion  and  caufe  of  Difeafes 
and  Death,  are  thefe  flimy,  grofs,  tenacious  humours, 
which  by  little  and  little  feize  on  and  Hop  up  the 
internal  bowels  of  the  body,  and  withdraw  (or  with¬ 
hold)  from  the  radical  humidity  its  nutriment,  and 
fo  debilitates  the  vital  fire  more  and  more,  and  at 
length  quite  extinguifh  it. 

Now,  to  remove  and  throw  off  thefe  Furrings, 
there  is  no  other  Remedy,  but  that  the  palfages  of  the 
internal  bowels  be  kept  open  and  clean,  or  that  they 
be  opened  and  unlocked ,  as  ’twefe,  if  already 
ftopt  up. 

Now  this  thing  my  Annim  Potdile  can  perfedly 
efFed  ;  a  better  Medicine  than  which,  an^j'one  more 
apt  and  fit  to  open  all  the  obllrudions  of  the  body 
of  man,  ’twill  not  be  fo  ealie  a  matter  to  find  for 
it  is  in  its  nature  a  fubtile,  fiery,  penetrating  eflence, 
warming  all  cold  affeds,  attenuating  the  grofs,  in¬ 
ciding  or  cutting  the  tenacious,  and  confuming,  and:» 
drying  up  all  humours  and  Waterilhnefs  infomuch 
that  (btfing  made  ufe  of )  it  doth  inhibit  and  im¬ 
pede  the  generation  (or  growth)  of  all  kind  of  ob- 
ftrudions,  and  by  mollifying  and  inciding  them  when 
they  are  already  generated,  doth  wholly  take  them 
away  :  Upon  this  accompt,  by  its  corroborating  the 
radical  moifture  and  vital  fpirit,  and  preferving  it 
fafe  and  found,  it  gets  the  preheminence  over  all 
other  fuch  Medicaments  as  perform  the  fame  effed  .' 
Moll  worthy  is  it  therefore  to  be  called  and  efteem- 
ed  the  concentrated  center  of  all  Medicaments.  For 
all  thofe  virtues  which  are  found  fimple  and  divers 
or  diftind  in  any  of  the  Vegetables,  Animals,  and 
Minerals,  and  which  do,  by  a  Particular  Efficacy, 
fet  upon  Difeafes ;  are  concentrated,  in  my  Aarum 
Potabile.,  and  being  colleded  into  one,  do  difplay  all 
the  virtues  of  thofe  particulars  univerfally,  and  there¬ 
fore  do  thefe  virtues  difeover  it  to  be  well  worthy 
the  name  of  an  Univerfal  Medicine  :  For  this  Medi¬ 
cament  does  not  only  exceed  all  other  Medicaments 
in  the  moft  fpeedy  operation  of  its  virtues  in  the 
curing  of  the  bodies  of  men,  but  alfo  it  plainly  a- 
bounds  with  the  fame  admirable  virtues  in  the  bet¬ 
tering  of  the  Vegetables  and  Minerals  \  and  therefore 
it  is  to  be  preferred  beyond  all  others,  and  to  be  ex¬ 
tolled  with  the  higheft  Praifes. 

But  now,  if  in  cafe  it  ffiould  abound  with  far  more 
noble  and  more  efficacious  virtues,  (  as  to  the  taming 
and  fubduingthe  Difeafes  of  men)  then  it  already 
hath  i  and  yet,  on  the  qbntrary,  fliould  effeft  nothing 
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by  tbofe  its  virtues  in  the  melioration  or  amending^ 

of  the  Vegetables  and  Minerals,  it  could  not  pollibly 

clainj  to  it  felf  the  Title  of  an  Univerfal  Medicine, 
but  would  be  rank’d  amongft  the  number  of  Parn- 
Medicaments,  as  tending  only  to  the  curing  ot 
the  Difeafes  of  Animals-  But  now,  feeing  that 
(as  we  faid  before  j  my  ylurfim  Potabile  doth  moft  po-- 
w'erAillv  help  not  only  men,  in  the  Animal  Kingdom, 
but  likewife  in  all  the  Vegetables  and  Minerals,  (oat 
of  the  Dominion  of  which  three  Kingdoms,  Ani¬ 
mal  Vegetable,  and  Mineral,  there  is  nothing  in  all 
Nature  to  be  found )  and  is  a  mofl;  high  Medicine  un¬ 
to  them  all  ;  therefore  alfo  the  Name  and  Title  of 
a  Vniverfal  Medicim  doth  rightly  and  properly  ap¬ 
pertain  thereunto. 

The  Philofophers  do  indeed  afcribe  thus  much  un¬ 
to  their  Univerfal  Medicine,  that  it  is  able  to 
heal  all  the  Difeafes  of  Mankind,  and  of  the  imperfedt 
Metals,  and  their  defedls,  and  tranfmute  the  faid  me¬ 
tals  into  perfeft  Gold-  But  concerning  its  being 

the  fupream  medicine  for  Vegetables  too,  that  they 
are  filent  in  :  Why  they  filently  pafs  this  over,  for 
my  part,  I  cannot  certainly  tell,  nor  do  I  deem  it  ne» 
cellary  to  expound  the  fame :  ’Tis  fufficient  that  my 
felf  have  proceeded  farther,  and  do  manifeftly  de¬ 
clare,  that  it  will  perform  the  fame  inthe  Vegeta- 

But  yet  I  would  that  every  one  (hould  under ftand 
me  aright,  and  not  count  me  fo  fimple,  as  if  I  did 
-  liken  or  compare  my  Aurum  Potabile  with  that  great 
Stone  of  the  Philofophers,  which  tranfmutes  vaft 
quantities  of  imperfedl  metals  into  moil  pure 
Gold  by  projedUon  :  No,  no,  Ido  not  afcribe  fuch 
great  Virtues  unto  my  Medicine,  which  it  has  not  in 
it,  but  yet  withal  I  cannot  tell,  whether  or  no  in  pro- 
cefsoftime  fome  better  thing  may  not  arife  there¬ 
from-  ^  ^  j- 

Farther  too,  the  Philofophers  fay  of  their  Medi¬ 
cine,  that  it  can  make  varioufly- coloured  precious 
Stones-  agreeable  in  any  colour  to  the  natural  ones, 
out  of  all  kinds  of  Flints-  And  now,  perhaps  fome  or 

other  will  require  this  of  my  Aurum  Potabile  j  to  whom 
I  reply,  as  afore,  fo  agen  now  at  prefent,  that  my  Au-. 
rum  Paabile  is  as  yet  impcrfedl,  and  is  but  in  its  in¬ 
fancy,  which  haply  (being  brought  by  the  benefit  of 
the  fire  unto  perfedlion  )  will  effedl  the  felf-fame 
thing :  But  in  the  Hate  which  at  prefent  it  is^  in, 
and  whereunto  my  felf  have  brought  it,  and  ’tis  at 
prefent  conftituted  in ,  it  is  turned  in  three  hours 
fpace  in  a  covered  Crucible ,  into  a  tranfparent 
Stone,  red  like  blood,  and  refembling  a  Ruby  :  Of 
which,  if  a  little  bit  be  call  into  molten  glafs,  it 
makes  it  green,  yellow,  sky^colour’d,  or  even  black 
too ;  according  to  the  morenefs  or  lefsnefs  of  the 
quantity  thrown  in,  or  according  as  it  is  longer  or 
lelTer  while  kept  in  Flux-  If  now  it  operates  thefe 
things,  whillt  unfixt  and  immature,  any  one  may  eafi- 
ly  conjedlure  what  it  would  effedf.,  were  it  brought  to 
a  perfedlconflancy  in  the  fire- 

But  it  tingethfome  forts  of  the  white  Flints,  kept 
for  fome  hours  in  the  Fire,  with  various  colours, 
and  tranfmutes  Sulphur  it  felf  into  moft  excellent 
Gold  •,  which  effedt  makes  me  more  admire,  than  all 
the  things  that  I  ever  heard  of and  how  this  betb 
ded  me,  it  will  be  worth  the  while,  at  prefent^to  make 
mention  of.  1  did  once  put  fome  ounces  of  my  faid 
Aurum  Potabile  in  a  porcelane  dilh,  as  they  call  it, 
and  placed  it  in  Sand,  that  by  the  evaporation  of  the 
Phlegm,!  might  reduce  it  into  a  Salt :  But  whilft  1  was 


abfent,  the  heat  of  the  Fire  being  too  much  en- 
creafed  ,  a  good  part  of  the  Liquor  boil’d  over  the 
Difh,  and  fpilt  it  felf  into  the  Sand  ,  Now  when  I 
came  to  look  to  it,  I  perceived  that  the  Liquor  which 
boild  over  the  diflihad  hidden  it  felf  in  the  hot  fand,  I 
took  out  the  faid  fand, which  with  the  Aurum  Potabile 
was  gathered  into  one  body  or  mafs,  and  I  put  it  in  a 
glafs, and  poured  Rainwater  thereupon, and  placed  the 
Glafs  in  hot  Sand;  then  I  put  the  Water  with  which 
I  extraded  the  Salt,  into  a  Tunnel,  together  with 
the  fand  which  was  to  have  the  fait  feparated  from 
it,  and  fo  I  feparated  by  a  Filter  the  Liquor  thus  im¬ 
pregnated  with  the  fait,  from  the  fand,  which  faid 
Liquor  paft  through  tranfparent,  and  unchanged  in 
colour  and  tafte :  But  now  this  fand,  which  was  white 
atfirft,  was  clad  now  with  a  red  colour,  whichftir- 
red  in  me  an  exceeding  admiration,  that  this  Potable 
Gold  of  mine  Ihould  tinge  the  fand.  This  fand  I  put 
in  a  Cupel,  and  brought  it  totheTeft,  and  it  yielded 
me  pure  good  gold  ;  and  this  made  me  wonder  the 
more  •,  for  verily  it  is  a  wondrous  tranfmutation,and 
fuch  as  1  never  heard  of. 

Upon  this  account  do  I  perfwade  my  felf,  that  a 
piece  of  Cryftal  may  by  a  bare  digeftion  in  this  po¬ 
table  Gold,  be  digefted  into  a  precious  Stone,  but  I 
have  never  as  yet  tried  it,  but  yet  I  will  try  it,  if 
God  prolong  my  Life- 

Edaving  made  this  trial  with  t^e  fand,  I  prefent- 
ly  conjectured,  that  the  fand  which  I  planted  my 
Herbs  in,  and  which  I  moiftened  with  my  Aumm 
Potabile impart  the  full  virtues,  and  all  the 
qualities  of  the  gold  to  the  Herbs,  implanted  there¬ 
in,  but  did  retain  the  better  part  to  it  felf,  for  its 
own  melioration,  and  afforded  but  the  fmalleft  por¬ 
tion  thereof  to  the  Herbs :  Nor  did  this  conjedure- 
deceive  me,  for  upon  this  occafion  1  fearcht  far¬ 
ther  into  this  bufinefs,  and  found  it  even  fo.  And 
therefore,  for  the  future,  I  ufed  no  more  fand,  for 
the  communicating  the  golden  virtues  and  faculties 
unto  the  Herbs,  but  inftead  thereof,  I  ufed  Sawduft, 
in  which  I  began  to  fow  or  implant  the  Herbs,  for 
Wood  is  not  endowed  with  fuch  powerful  or  ftrong 
virtues,  as  to  be  capable  of  extraCling  the  aureous 
Eflence  out  of  the  Potable  Gold  ,  like  as  the  fand 
doth. 

Upon  this  accompt  therefore  any  rotten  Wood 
or  even  the  Sawduft  of  Wood  will  be  more  fit  for 
this  TA’ork  of  planting,  than  fand  it  felf  is,  for  the 
fand  attrafts  to  it  felf  the  moft  principal  virtues  of 
the  Aurum  Potabile^  and  thereby  doth  belter  it  felf, 
and  beftows  upon  the  Vegetables  fome  fmall  Re¬ 
liques  only.  Had  I  not  accidentally  found  this  efFeift, 
the  fand  would  have  robb’d  me  of  much  bene¬ 
fit. 

Moreover,  this  thing  likewife,  which  is  well  worth 
the  knowing,  muft  not  be  palfed  over  in  this  place, 
viz.,  that  what  herbs  foever  are  (by  the  help  of  my 
Aurum  Potabile)  grown  up,  they  are  all  of  them 
greater  and  ftronger  than  the  common  fort  are,and 
do  far  exceed  them  in  colour,  tafte,  fmell,  and  in  all 
virtuous  qualities.  The  reafon  is  this ,  becaufe  the 
faid  'iduiverfal  Medicine  is  a  meer  fire,  and  beftows 
its  fiery  vigour  upon  the  Vegetables  and  Herbs : 
For  it  is  a  thing  fufficiently  known,  that  by  how 
much  hotter  the  Countries  be,  fo  much  the  more 
efficacious  Herbs  do  they  produce. 

The  Herbs  that  grow  in  the  lower  ACoZ/W  Coun¬ 
tries,  are  not  comparable  to  thofe  which  the  upper 
(  which  is  of  a  drier  and  hotter  foil  and 

that 
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airj  doth  produce,  rieither  in  odour,  favour,  nor 
virtues-  Nor  doth  High^Cer/w^w;/ produce  Herbs  of 
that  efficacy  and  bignefs  as  France  doth»  which  is  of  a 
'  hotter  and  drier  air  than  Germany  is  j  for  in  Germa¬ 
ny  Rofemary  will  hardly  preferve  it  felf  fafe  from 
being  injured  by  the  Winter  feafon  ^  whereas  in  the 
French  Defarts  it  grows  fo  exceedingly  well,  as  that 
!  it  runs  up  like  T  rees,  capablp  of  defending  one  againft 
I  the  Rain,  the  which  thing  is  not  ufual  in  the  more 
cold  Countries.  Verily  molt  excellent  Honey  is 
brought  from f  where  the  Bees  fuck  it  out 
of  the  Rofemary  Flowers)  into  Germany^  Holland^  and 
other  Countries,  wherewith  excellent  Metheglin  is 
made,  and  other  Fruits  and  Flowers  conferved  there= 
withal.  But  that  Honey  which  the  Bees  are  wont  to 
gather  in  Holland  and  Friez^land^  about  in  the  moift 
Meadows  and  moorifh  Fields,  from  the  Flowers  there 
growing?  hath  fcafce  any  odour  at  all,  but  yet  it  is  in 
'  goodnefs  beyond  that  which  the  Bees  gather  from  the 
Rrong-fmelling  Flowers  of  wild  Trees,  or  from  the 
BlofToms  found  in  the  barren  Broomy  Thickets.  By 
this  therefore  it  appears,  that  there  is  a  vaft  difference 
between  the  V  irtues  of  the  Herbs  in  this  or  that  Coun* 

I  try,  and  that  fuch  men  are  not  a  little  deceived,  who 
^  without  any  regard  had,  efteeming  of  all  the  European 
Herbs  alikejdo  attribute  to  the  Herbs  of  the  Northern 
Countries,  as  Denmark^^  Swedeland^  Norway^  Poland^ 
i  the  felf-fame  Virtues  as  the  ancient  Phyficians  afcri- 
bed  to  theirs,  in  the  more  Southern  Countries.  And 
thus  do  our  modern  Galeniifs,  affirming  that  their 
moift  Herbs  in  thefe  cold  Countries  are  of  equi^fa- 
lent  Virtues  to  thofe  Herbs  which  the  ancient  Phy- 
licians  have  made  mention  of  j  but  Experience  fuffi- 
ciently  teftifies  what  effe(fts  they  fhew,  and  what  er- 
j  rours  the  faid  Galenifts  commit. 

uivicenn^  Averroes^  iAE.gineta^  and  the  pillager  Galen ^ 
were  not  Germans^  Swedes^  Danes^  or  Polonians-y  but 
I  dwelt  in  thofe  hot  Countries,  wherein  the  foil  or 

i  earth  was  day  and  night  heated  with  the  Solar  rays, 

and  impregnated  with  an  aureous  property,  and  fo 
communicated  to  the  Herbs  wonderful  V  irtues  and 
:  admirable  Efficacy.  Extreamly  therefore  do_  they 

erre,  that  dare  attribute  the  very  felf-fame  virtues 
to  the  Herbs  of  our  colder  Countries.  But  I  con- 
fefs,  that  by  the  benefit  of  Art,  the  felf-fame  vir- 
!  tues  may  be  bellowed  on  the  Herbs,  even  in  our  moft 
cold  Lands,  which  thofe  Authors  attribute  to  their 
Vegetables  *,  Where  Nature  ends,  there  the  Ar- 
tift  mufi  begin,  fay  all  the  Philofophers,  but  efpecially 
'  Hermes,  who'is,  as  it  were,  the  Father  of  all  the  Phi¬ 
lofophers,  doth  clearly  and  openly  teftifie  the  fame  in 

Smaragdine  Table,  faying,  That  which  is  beneath,  is 
'  like  that  which  is  above  ;  and  that  which  is  above,  is  like 
that  which  is  below,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  Miracles 

of  one  thing,  ^C. 

And  albeit  that  thefe  words  are  expounded  with 
divers  Explications,  yet  notwithftanding,  the  general 
fenfe  and  meaning  of  them  points  at  nothing  elfe  but 
the  fuperiour  andinferiour  ©,  which  generates  all 
things,  and  brings  them  to  perfedlion  :  We  cannot 
by  any  force  draw  unto  us  the  upper  0,  much  lefs 
enjoin  him  to  make  our  Lands  partakers  of  his  more 
hot  beams,  and  to  fill  the  Herbs  that  grow  therein 
with  the  felf-fame  virtues  that  the  Arabian  Vegeta-- 
bles  were  endowed  with  :  Alas,  the  Sun  neither  hears 
I  nor  knows  us ,  but  proceeds  on  in  its  accuftomed 
courfe,  and  difehargeth  that  Office  which  was  impo- 
fed  on  it  by  the  Divine  Power.  If  we  are  defirous  of 


bettering  thofe  gifts  of  Nature  that  are  vouchfafed 
unto  us,  then  mull  we  fet  about  the  Work  of  Art, 
and  fee  whether  or  no  it  (being  an  imitator  of  Na¬ 
ture)  can  afford  us  any  help.  And  this  it  will  do  very 
eafily,  infomuch  that  our  European  Earth  may  bring 
forth  as  efficacious  Herbs  as  the  Arabian  foil  doth, 
and  that  with  fmall  Colls  and  Labours  j  fo  that 
there  is  no  need  of  my  more  chargable  Aurum  Potabile 
for  the  accomplifhment  of  that  bullnefs  for  a  fulphu- 
reous  and  fluid  fait  Water  will  perfedly  effed  the 
fame,  feeing  that  in  fait  and  fulphur  the  Solar  beams 
are  abundantly  concentrated  and  coagulated.  This 
is  our  Terrellrial  ©,  by  the  virtue  whereof  all  things 
do  grow,  which  if  we  do  but  know  how  rightly  to  fit 
and  order,  we  fhould  verily  effed  the  very  felf-fame 
thing  by  the  help  of  Art,  that  the  fuperiour  and  natu¬ 
ral  Sun  operates  in  the  Herbs,  after  its  natural  kind 
of  way. 

He  now  that  neither  underllands  nor  apprehends 
thefe  things,  is  not  at  all  worthy  to  be  accounted  a 
Philofopher,  but  follows  after  blind  Leaders,  and  hur¬ 
ries  others  as  well  as  himfelf  into  darkneft-  The  Sun 
performs  its  courfe  in  the  Firmament,  according  to  its 
accuftomed  manner,  and  cannot  be  rendered  either 
greater  or  lelTer  :  But  we  have  the  inferiour  Sun  in 
our  power,  and  can  accommodate  it  to  our  Herbs  ac¬ 
cording  as  we  lift  our  felves,  and  in  what  quantity  wc 
pleafe.  « 

Upon  this  accompt  Art  doth  far  outflrip  Nature 
and  ’tis  in  our  power,  by  the  help  thereof,  ( viz.,  of 
Art)  to  outftrip  it,  if  fo  be  we  have  it  and  know  how 
toufe  it.  But  this  Difeourfe  of  mine  hath  been  mor6 
large  than  I  intended,and  minds  me  of  defining  there¬ 
from.  I  fuppofe  I  have  fpoken  enough  for  a  wife 
man’s  inftrudion  *,  and  thus  much  I  thought  it  was 
expedient  for  me  to  hint  by  way  of  a  Parenthefis. 

But  yet  however,  that  1  may  the  more  clearly  and- 
more  perfpicuoufly  fet  down  all  matters,  that  fo  eve¬ 
ry  one  may  fee  and  apprehend,  that  I  have  fet  before 
them  the  meerpure  naked  Truths  I  judge  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  infert  here  yet  more  Examples  and  Inllrudi- 
ons,  that  fo  whoever  has  a  mind  to  make  trial,  may 
in  very  deed  experiment  the  Truth  of  this  thing. 

Coagulate  my  Potable  Gold  into  a  red  Salt, and  put 
in  3,  4, 5,  6,7,  8,  12  grains,  more  or  lefs,  into  half 
an  ounce  of  Cryftal  glafs  melted  in  a  Crucible,  that 
lying  in  the  fuperficies  thereof,  the  faid  grains  of  Au¬ 
rum  Potabile  Salt  may  be  molten.  This  done,  the  glafs 
will  prefently  attraft  into  it  felf  theTindlure,  and  bd* 
come  of  a  Jacynth  colour,  and  fo  delicate,  that  it  is 
not  a  whit  inferiour  in  colour  to  the  natural  Ja:- 
cynth-  NB-  If  the  melting  be  continued  yet  longer, 
the  glafs  will  be  tinged  with  a  golden,  green,  sky-co¬ 
loured  colour,  and  at  laft  with  a  black- colour  tod, 
if  it  be  too  long  left  in  the  fire- 

He  that  defires  to  make  a  Ruby,  let  him  put  the 
bare  coagulated  Potable  Gold  (  without  the  addition 
of  any  peregrine  thing  )  into  a'pure  and  covered 
Crucible,  and  there  leave  it  in  fufion  for  forae  hours, 
and  he  will  get  fuch  a  delicate  blood-like  coloured 
glafs,  as  is  capable  of  refreffiing  a  man’s  nature,  when 
debilitated  with  the  multiplicity  of  cares,  troubled, 
and  labours,  and  this  by  a  bare  looking  thereupon- 
And  any  one  may  eafily  conjetfture  what  a  refrefliment 
it  will  be  to  a  man*s  mind,  when  (after  abundance  of 
vain- fpent  labours,  and  exceedingearneftexpedati- 

onsofthe  Bleffing  ofGoduponthem.  he  doth  at  laft 

fee  with  his- own  eyes,  that  that  thing  is  poflible  to  be 
efteifled,  which  with  fuch  an  incredible, ardent  a  deflre 
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he  hath  fo  long  a  time  fought  after, 
the  feeing  of  the  promifed  Land  did  affed  Mofesmth 
an  unexpreffible  joy,  though  he  never  entred  there- 

What  man  knows  by  looking  upon  the  feed  of  any 

thins,  what  colours  and  what  figure  the  Plant  is  ot, 

that  will  proceed  therefrom?  but  in  its  growing  up  by 
a  due  nutrition,  it  doth  at  length  become  mamtelt, 
which  afore  lay  therein  hidden :  Even  fo  the  truefirlt 
Ens  of  Gold  lies  hidden  in  my  Aumm  Potabile,  and  is 
not  vifible  to  the  fight,  much  lefs  doth  that  appear 
which  fiiali  or  may  by  Art  be  made  thereoutor,  be¬ 
fore  it  ftiall  have  arrived  unto  its  conftant  fixity  or 
fixation,  (  as  the  Chymifts  phrafe  it  j  by  the  help  o, 
the  fire-  And  therefore  muft  there  be  a  patient  ex- 
pedation  until  this  Infant  wax  ripe,  and  attaining  urn 
to  a  man-like  eftate,  it  performs  man-like  aftions- 

Who  would  ever  have  believed  that  there  lies  hid¬ 
den  in  an  Egg  the  whole  effence  of  a  Bird,  with  all  its 
Members,  Feathers,  and  whatever  elfe  appertains 
thereunto,  but  that  it  is  a  thing  fo  thoroughly  com¬ 
mon  ?  The  Mull  ot  Wine,  if  drank  m  too  great  a 
quantity,  hurts  the  ftoraach,  weakens4t,  and  caufeth 
Colick  pains ;  and  the  fame  Liquor,  after  it  is  be¬ 
come  a  Itrong  and  clear  Wine,  corroborates  the  fto- 
mach  and  the  whole  body,  and  fo  at  length  lays  off 
tbofe  virtues  or  properties  which  it  held  hidden  in  it 
felf  whilft  it  was  Muff.  He  that  knows  a  Vegetable 
Seed,  an  Animal  Egg,  or  a  Mineral  frinjam  Ens,  doth 
at  laff  alfo  come  to  know,  that  from  a  Seed  there  muff 
proceed  an  Herb,  from  an  Egg  a  Bird,  and  from  the 
firff  Ens  of  Minerals  an  Univerfal  Medicine :  But  he 
whofe  underffanding  cannot  comprehend  thefe  things, 
but  contemns  them,  as  an  abjeft  or  contemptible  Seed, 
Egg,  and  firff  Ens  of  Minerals,  wz..  a  fulphureous  Salt, 
fuch  a  one  doth  even  ignorantly  defpife  the  Herb,  the 
Bird,  and  the  Univerfal  Medicine  hidden  therein- 
Therefore  no  body  fhould  contemn  thofe  things  that 
he  has  no  knowledge  of.  And  feeing  it  is  clearly 
perceptible,  that  the  firff  Ens  of  Gold  hides  within  it 
the  true  Univerfal  Medicine,  and  which  Time,  Art, 
and  Nature  will  really  produce  unto  the  Light:  There¬ 
fore  there  is  no  reafon  why  any  one  ftiould  undervalue 
my  Potable  Gold,  or  defpife  it,  becaufe  it  is  as  yet  in 
its  infancy,  and  is  like  fome  common  fait  water  j  but 
he  fhould  rather  think  thus  with  himfelf,  that  it  is  like 
the  white  of  an  Egg,  which  hides  within  its  inward 
bowels, as  I  may  fo  fay,  its  yolk,  which  in  procefs 
of  time  will  bring  forth  a  raoft  delicate  Bird. 

But  thefe  things  which  I  have  already  fpoken  of  the 
nature  and  properties  of  my  Aurum  Potabile  may  fuf- 
fice  ;  its  Medicinal  ufe  fnall  fhortly  be  clearly  deferi- 
bed  amongff  my  chiefeff  Medicaments,  and  fo  be 
publifhed,  together  with  them.  But  he  that  is  min¬ 
ded  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  in  the  meanwhile,  may 
fafely  do  it,  and  without  any  kind  of  hazard  at  all,  for 
it  operates  nothing  elfe,  but  what  is  conducive  to  the 
good  health  of  man’s  body,  corroborating  the  debili¬ 
tated  radical  humidity  or  vital  fpirit,  and  confirming 
it,  by  which  the  life  of  manis  nourilhed,  encreafed, 
and  conferved  many  years  in  a  wifh’d-for,  healthful 
effate,  juff  as  a  Lamp  is  kept  alive  by  the  pouring  on 
of  Oil,  or  the  vigour  of  the  Fire  by  the  appofition  of 
Wood  thereunto,by  which  it  is  preferred  from  extin- 
guilhing  and  dying  :  But  yet  the  ufe  thereof  muff  be 
warily  and  judicioufly  admitted,  becaufe  being  a  meer 
pure  fire,  it  muff  be  moderately  adhibited.  At  the 
beginning  of  adminiffring  it,  one  or  two  drops  may 
be  given  in  Wine,  Ale,  or  other  Drink,  unto  the  Sick, 


but  beff  of  all  in  the  fpirit  of  Wine  :  Then  the 
next  following  day  one  little  drop  more  may  be  ad¬ 
ded,  and  fo  the  Dofe  may  each  day  be  augmented  by 
the  appofition  of  one  fraall  drop,  until  it  work  by 
Sweat  and  Urine,  and  fometimes  alfo  gently  by 


Stool- 

This  Operation  being  made  (and  on  this  wife 
aftive  )  then  the  Dofes  are  to  be  in  like  manner  daily 
leffened  by  theomiffion  of  one  drop  at  a  time,  until 
theSicknefs  be  happily  removed,  and  fo  the  Sick  need 
no  farther  ufe  of  the  fame. 

All  things  being  thus  rightly  inftituted,it  will  manis 
feffly  appear,  that  all  Sicknelfes,  yea,  the  hidden  ones 
too,  are  expulfed  by  this  Medicament,  and  even  as  it 
were  confumed.like  as  Wood  is  confumed  by  a  burn¬ 
ing  fire,  in  fuch  wife,  as  that  nothing  at  all  of  it  re¬ 
mains,  fave  the  fixed  Salt,  but  is  all  reduced  into  a 
Nothing  :  For  all  Difeafes,  as  we  (hewed  afore,  have 
their  rife  from  moift  humours,  which  nothing  can 
heal  and  remedy  more  commodioufly  and  fafely  than 
this  Aurum  Potabile  of  mine,which  is  fuch  a  vehement 
refiffer  of  all  ovet'-abounding  humidities,  opening,  in- 
ciding,  confuming,  and  difpelling  them,  juff  as  the  O 
confuraes  Water  in  a  Velfel,  and  waffs  it  away  by 
evaporation.  Hence  it  is,  that  it  both  cures,  and  by 
way  of  a  prefervative,  prevents  the  Le^rofie,  French-. 
Pox,  Quartane,  and  all  other  Fevers ;  the  Scurvy,  Efi- 
lepfie.  Apoplexy,  Hypocondriack  Melancholy,  the  Stone  in 
the  Reins  and  Bladder,  theCowfjand  all  the  Difeafes  of 
the  Matrix,hox}a.  known  and  unknown,  and  the  various 
Skkneffes  of  Women,  as  alfo  the  dreadful  Plague, mth 
all  the  evileffeds  arifing  therefrom.Forit  is  found-.that 
nothing  is  fubjedt  to  Corruption  and  Death,  but  an  .a- 
bounding  Phlegm,  or  an  immature  humidity  which  is 
wont  mod  fpeedily  to  pafs  into  a  putrefadlion. 

From  hence  it  is  clearly  manifeff,  that  the  fanguine 
man,  which  is  endowed  with  a  drier  temperature,  has 
a  far  better  fruition  of  his  health  than  the  phlegma* 
tick  man  hath,  who  abounds  withraoifture. 

Dry  Sugar  dures  many  years,  but  being  raoiffened, 
it  turns  fowre,  and  becomes  ropy  and  ill-favour’d,tho’ 
it  be  a  Salt,  and  is  mixt  with  other  corruptible  Vege¬ 
tables  to  preferve  them. 

From  hence  may  it  be  feen,  that  a  fuperfluous  humi¬ 
dity  opens  the  Gate  for  Death  to  enter  in  by,  and 
feize  upon  the  Life  :  But  on  the  contrary,  a  tempe¬ 
rate  ficcity  preferves  all  things  in  an  healthful  ftate, 
and  barrs  up  the  paifage  againft  any  corruption.  The 
Roof  of  a  curious  and  ffately-built  Koufe  being  full  of 
chinks  and  holes,  lets  the  Rain  in,  which  moiftens  all 
the  whole  ftrudlure,  and  caufeth  it  to  rot  and  fpoil : 
But  if  the  holes  in  the  Roof  be  ftopt,  and  the  windows 
by  which  the  Rain  beats  in  be  (hut,  and  the  windows 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  where  the  wet  beats  not 
in,  be  on  the  contrary  opened,  that  the  warm  Air  paf- 
fing  in,  thereby  may  throughly  dry  up  all  the  moi- 
fture,  and  fo  inhibit  or  put  a  ftop  to  the  Progrefs  of 
Putrefadion,  then  the  whole  frame  and  building  will 
be  kept  found  and  good,  which  otherwife  would  be 
rotted  and  quite  fpoi led.  Such  men  as  live  in  the 
mooriih  fenny  Countries,  and  feed  upon  a  waterilh 
Meat  and  phlegmy  Drink,  are  for  the  mod  part  of  an 
unfound  temperature,  and  troubled  with  Catarrhs  and 
the  Scurvy-  But  on  theother  hand,  thofe  that  inhabit 
high  and  lofty  places,  and  have  the  fruition  of  a  drier 
and  purer  Air,  and  that  feed  upon  fuch  meats  as  are 
more  conducive  unto  health  thefe  men  know  nothing 
of  thofe  watery  fickneffes,  but  have  flouri(hing  and 
ftrong  bodies,  and  have  firm,  compact,  and  excellently 
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well  tempered  fielh.  And  this  difference  is  not  found 
only  to  be  in  Men,  but  alfo  in  all  other  things.  For 
not  only  Bread,  Flefh,  Fruit,  and  fuch  other  things  as 
are  ufed  for  daily  food,  do  grow  mouldy  muchfooner 
in  the  moift  places,  and  lb  corrupt,  but  alfo  ^^_en 
Metals  themfelves  too  ,  as  Iron,  Copper,  Fin, 
and  the  like,  even  thefe  cannot  lliun  the  corruption 
of  the  Air,  but  are  laid  over  with  Ruft,  which  (in 
a  drier  air)  they  do  not  fo  eafily  contradt- 

By  all  thefe  circumftances  it  is  fo  clearly  eviden¬ 
ced,  that  fuperfiuous  inoifture  is  to  all  things  al- 
waies  hurtful,  and  gives  an  inlet  unto  Corruption, 
that  I  think  there  is  no  body  that  will  dare  to  fay 


any  thing  to  the  contrary*  ^  ^  t  -,  c 

And  therefore  feeing  that  this  Aurum  Potabtle  ot 
mine  doth  ( amongft  all  ocher  Medicaments ,  what 
Title  foever  dignified  with  )  moft  notably  excel  in 
the  taking  away  of  Corruptions,  and_  may  be  molt 
fafely  made  ufe  of  both  for  prefervation  from,  and 
curing  of  Difeafes,  it  oughc  to  be  accounted  and 
clteemed  of  as  an  '^ni'vcr j nl  J^iaiictnc ^  and  that  very 
defervedly,  and  which  gives  place  to  none- 

Thefe  few  things  I  was  willing  to  defcribehere  in 
this  place,  concerning  the  ufe,  efficacy,  and  virtues 
ofmyPctable  Gold,  in  the  curing  of  the  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  Animals,  and  Minerals.  There  fhall  fuddenly 
follow  more  concerning  the  fame,  in  The  Dejcnption 
of  the  ufe  of  my  Prmclpal  Medicaments. 

It  now  remains,  that  I  make  fome  brief  mention 

of  the  preparation  of  my  aforefaid  Potable  Gold,  al¬ 
though  I  have  already  often  done  the  fame  in  many 
places  of  my  Writings,  and  have  very  clearly  fhown 
the  fame,  but  yet  after  a  Philofophical  manner,  and 
without  fetting  down  any  Receipt,  but  here  and  there 
by  piecemeal  ;  as  for  example,  in  my  Miraculam 
M.undi-i  in  its  Expoftion  and  Continuation^  where  it 
is  briefly  deferibed,  fo  as  that  it  therefore  needs  not 
any  farther  illuftration. 

But  yet,  that  I  may  abundantly  fatisfie  all  men,  I 
do  (by  way  of  overplus)  ad monifli  every  one,  that 
he  do  not  think  thatthis  fubjebc  is  to  be  fought  af¬ 
ter  from  foreign  and  far  remote  places,  with  a  great 
deal  of  colts  and  charges  •,  for  the  matter  out  of 
which  my  Aurum  Potabile  is  made,  is  in  every  place, 
and  offers  it  felfeven  in  a  manner to  the  moll 
poor  as  well  as  the  richeft,  and  without  Colts,  and 
is  brought  to  its  perfection  in  three  daies  fpace  :  To 
that  perfcLlion,  1  fay,  (that  you  may  rightly  under- 
ftand  my  mind)  as  its  infancy  requires,  viz.,  fo  as 
to  become  a  Lac  Virginis.^  or  a  clear  Univerfal  Me¬ 
dicinal  Water,  which  I  cdill  Aurum  Potabile.,  and  in 
whkh  the  molt  precious  Dragon’s-blood  lies  hid¬ 
den,  which  is  to  be  tranfmuted  in  a  certain  limitted 
time,  by  fixation,  into  a  conltant  Salamander  ^  the 
which  I  have  not  as  yet  ever  effected,  and  therefore 
forbear  to  ufe  more  words,  relting  fatisfied  with  this 
my  Aurum  Potabile.,  which  I  have  many  a  time  prepa¬ 
red  by  my  labour,  and  here  treat  of,  and  forbear  to 
multiply  any  more  words  about  things  of  greater  mo¬ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  I  doubt  not,  but  that  (if  time 
and  labour  be  bellowed  hereabouts  )  Aurum  Po¬ 
tabile  would  arrive  unto  the  utmoll  fixity  and  con- 
llancy,  both  in  the  moilt  and  in  the  dry  way. 

Farthermore,  I  deny  not,  but  that  this  fame 
rum  Potabile  may  be  made  of  all  the  things  of  the 
whole  World,  but  yet  eafier  and  fooner  out  of  one 
fubjeCt  than  another.  There  is  no  Infant  that  is  born 
fo  poor,  but  that  he  nccefjarily  enjoys  that  fubjeH.,  and  can¬ 
not  live  without  it :  Therefore  fome  of  the  ancient 
Philofophers  have  written ,  That  Adam  und  Eve  had 


the  fame  matter  in  Paradife  ;  when  as  yet  they  had  no 
cloathing- 

the  Prophetefs  and  Siller  of  Mofes,  calls  it, 
The  Werh^of  three  hours ;  another  calls  it,  The  Philofo^ 
phical  Work^  of  feven  daies  :  1  Glauber-,  being  a  new 
Difciple  of  Hermes,  do  molt  truly  affirm,  That  this 
my  Aurum  Potabile,  which  I  here  treat  of,  may  be 
perfected  not  only  in  three  daies,  but  even  in  three 
hours  fpace,  and  that  out  of  fuch  fubjeCts  asareeve^ 
ry  where  to  be  found,  and  which  all  men  know  and 
make  ufe  of,  and  cannot  be  without. 

I  fpeak  the  pure  naked  Truth,  without  hiding  it 
under  any  Coverings  of  limilitudes  or  enigmatical ex- 
preffions.  And  that  no  body  may  think  that  thefe 
my  Writings  are  not  to  be  underllood  according  to 
the  Letter,  but  that  they  conceal  all  things  under  an 
hidden  meaning,  I  do  again  affirm  this  third  time, 
that  the  Aurum  Potabtle  which  1  write  of,  may  be  made 
of  any  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral,  but  yet 
fooner  out  of  one  than  another.  For  although  any 
one  may  prepare  it  out  of  a  piece  of  Wood,  Bread, 
or  Flelh,  and  out  of  an  handful  of  Straw,  Leaves,  or 
Grafs,  yet  notWithHanding,  it  may  be  eafier  made  out 
of  an  handful  of  the  fait  of  any  V egetables  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  as  being  their  concentra-  ed  center  ;  and  this  I 
bequeath  to  the  whole  World  as  an  infallible  Truth- 
But  1  wmuld  have  every  one  rightly  to  underhand  me, 
what  Salt  I  here  point  at,  viz..  1  mean  no  other,  but 
that  which  is  to  be  found  in  all  things. 

But  that  the  true  meaning  of  my  words  may  be  yet 
the  clearer  and  openlier  difclofed,  I  will  adjoin 
a  lliort  but  fundamental  Difeourfe.  It  is  not  fuffici- 
ent  for  a  lover  of  Art,  that  is  inflamed  with  a  de¬ 
fire  of  obtaining  fome  good  thing,  barely  to  read 
over  fuch  or  fuch  a  Philofopher,  and  prefently  to  per- 
fwade  himfelf,  that  by  the  meer  reading,  he  fhall 
forthwith  underhand  clearly  and  perfpicuoully  the 
Art  treated  of.  No,  but  he  muft  accurately  medi¬ 
tate,  and  conlider  what  that  is  which  he  feeks  for, 
whence  it  hath  its  original,  and  by  what  means  or 
what  way  he  may  obtain  it-  For  if  we  will  make  our 
fearch  from  the  utmoh  and  extreamell  Coalls  (  or 
Bounds  as  it  were  )  even  to  the  inmoh  bowels  or 
center,  we  Ihall  find,  that  God  was  One  and  alone  from 
Eternity,  even  till  the  time  wherein  it  pleafed  him  to 
create  vifible  things  for  His  own  glory  ancl  delight. 
And  when  He  went  about  doing  this.  He  faid.  Let  it 
be  :  Alfoon  as  this  Fiat,  or  Let  be,  was  pronounced  by 
God,  it  began  to  move  it  felf,  and  to  change  (or 
turn)  into  four  Elements,  out  of  which  Elements 
there  afterwards  arofe  all  thofe  Creatures,  which  can 
be  difeerned  with  our  Eyes,  and  without  the  four 
Elements  they  could  neither  be  nor  conlill,  and 
without  them  even  Nature  her  felf  can  bring  forth 
nothing- 

Now,  if  any  one  would  endeavour  after  what  is 
purer  and  better  than  thofe  things  which  are  gene¬ 
rated  from  the  Elements,  he  mull  make  his  attempts 
by  A  R  r,the  which,  by  overcoming  or  outllripping 
NA  TV  RE,  hath  its  tendency  to  that  Butt  where= 
unto  Nature  cannot  attain  *,  and  he  mull  there  begin 
his  operation  where  Nature  ended  hers,  asnotknovys 
ing  how  to  make  any  farther  progrefs :  For  then  is 
aQuinteffence  obtained,  which  exceeds  Nature  one 
degree ,  and  cannot  be  promoted  by  Art  any  far¬ 
ther-  ,  ^  .  , 

But  if  any  one  has  a  defire  of  obtaining  any  better 
and  greater  thing  than  this  fame  Qnmtefj erne,  he  mult 
then  proceed  fome  other  way  ;  for  (as  we  faid  but 
now)  Art  cannot  make  any  farther  progreis  beyond 
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I^ntellbnce:  And  therefore  neceffity  requires 
,lm  there  be  ttiedca  vegrefs  or  retrogradauon  jto 

the  Center  from  rvhich  the  very  Elcmen  s  themfelve 
have  their  orioinal-  Center  is  that  Divine  Fiat 

or  Vmverfal  °I-krmafhrodittck^  Salt,  participating  ot 
both  natures,  which  being  the  true  Prwmm  MoMe 
coninrehends  hidden  in  it  felf  two  contraries ,  which 
adin^g  one  upon  another,  do  bring  forth  the  three 
Principles  of  the  three  Kingdoms,  Vegetable,  Arnwa 
and  Mineral,  and  do  nourifh  them_  by  the  four  Ele¬ 
ments,  and  multiply  them,  and  this  is  the  common 

tourfe  of  nature.  r  or,,! 

But  now  Art  makes  a  much  farther  progrefs,  and 
reduceth  the  CircHmferenct  to  the  Center,  and  doth  not 
permit  unto  that  Center  or  Frimum  Mobile,  the 
patient  be  overcome  or  fubdued  by  the  Agent,  by 
the  operating  of  thofe  two  contraries  upon  each  other, 
nor  does  it  fuffer  it  to  pafs  into  thofe  three  king’ 
doms  Fegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral,  as  into 

its  Cu'cumference,  but  doth fo  fubdue,  and  keep,  and 
bridle  in  that  that  it  does  not  divide 

or  dilate  its  Virtues  by  a  large  circumferential  walk, 
as  it  were,  but  doth  in  a  manner  fwallow  them  down 
into  its  own  felf,  or  concenter  them  •,  juft  as  if  a  Dra¬ 
gon  Ihould  bite  off  his  own  venomous  Tail,  and 
therewithal  nourifh  himfelf,  when  he  cannot  light 
upon  any  other  Food,  and  fo  by  this  means  becomes 
a  moft  high  Medicine-  And  therefore  moft  wifely 
faid  Hermes,  Our  Dragon  doth  not  die,  but  by  its  Brother 
and  SiFter.  ’  It  is  a  thing  neceffary,  that  one  Fire 
Ihould  overcome  the  other,  and  tranfmute  it  intO'  a  , 
more  noble  effence-Such  a  fire  as  this, is  myAlkahefitcd 
A'  Caniim  or  x.x\XQAuritmPotabile,'^\.i\{  which  wonderful 
things  may  be  efferted.  It  is  a  tranfparem  clear 
Water,  wherein  the  colour  and  form  of  Firelieth  hid¬ 
den  and  introverted  ;  but  yet  that  internal  Fire  is 
csfily  snd  Tpecdily  rnanifcftablc^  and  educiblc  unto 
view,  by  either  the  dry  or  moift  Fire.  The  dry 
way  is  done  by  the  heat  and  fire  of  common  Wood- 
Coals  •,  and  as  for  the  moift  way,  a  well-redified 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  to  be  ufed,and  fuch  as  is  void  of 
all  its  Phlegm-  Take  therefore  of  the  dry  and  con¬ 
centrated  Fire  ^  j  -  put  it  into  §  iij.  of  the  moift  Fire 
or  Spirit  of  Wine,  which  moift  fire  will  prefently 
fwallow  up  the  dry  one-  Thefe  being  both  of  them 
digefted  by  a  due  heat  of  Fire  for  fome  hoursj  in  a 
long’ueck’d  Phial  or  Bolthead,  will  put  on  a  bloodmed 
colour,  and  will  manifeft  and  expofe  to  view  its  con¬ 
centrated  Virtues,  with  curious  colours,  and  with  a 
pleafant  tafte  and  fmell,by  which  heart-corroborating 
qualities  it  far  excels  all  other  Arotnatical  Effciices, 


that  ferve  for  the  ftrengthening  of  the  heart  *,  for 
thofe  properties  which  afore  lay  turned  inwards, 
and  were  Ihut  up  in  its  inmoft  bowels,  are  all  of 
them  drawn  forth  and  made  vifible  ,  and  become 
fubjedl  to  the  external  diftinguifhing  fenfes-  By 
this  means  the  abjedl  and  little  Infant  which  was 
clad  in  a  white  colour,  becomes  a  fpeaking,  ftrong, 
and  prudent  man,  and  try  Lac  Virginis  it  felf 
is  changed  into  the  moft  efficacious  Dragons-blood,  ■ 
This  now  is  the  moft  true  Aqua-vita,  and  the  moft 
true  Wine  of  Health,  fome  few  drops  of  which  being 
daily  taken,  do  conferve  good  health,  and  beftow 
long  Life. 

Many  honeft  men  have  with  their  own  eyes  feen  at 
my  Floufe  the  admirable  and  moft  fpeedy  effeds  of 
my  often-mentioned  true  Potable  Gold,  and  efpe- 
cially  its  operative  efficacy  in  the  tranfmutation  of 
the  Imperfed  Metals. 

If  therefore  fuch  a  one  as  is  troubled  with  grievous 
Difeafes,  and  who  finds  no  help  in  thofe  vulgar, com¬ 
monly-known  Galenical  Medicaments,  ffjall  need  the 
help  of  this  my  Aurum  Potabile,  I  will  out  of  ChrU 
ftian  Charity  willingly  beftow  upon  him  fo  much 
thereof,  as  may  be  requifite  for  the  recovery  of  his 
former  health ,  and  this  I  will  the  rather  do,  that 
the  wonderful  miraculous  deeds  of  the  Divine  Po¬ 
wer  may  be  made  known  in  thefe  laft  times. 

No  body  ffiall  fifli  out  from  me  more  Directions 
than  thofe  which  I  have  too  and  agen  hidden  in  my 
Writings,  concerning  this  Aurum  Potabile',  let  it 
fuffice  every  one,  that  he  can  find  this  Medicine  ready 
prepared  in  my  hands,  the  which  fcarce  one  of  an 
hundred  would  be  able  to  make,  were  he  a  Poffeflbr 
of  the  Secret. 

This  Medicine  fliall  lie  ready  prepared  by  me  as 
long  as  I  live  ;  I  will  not  deny  it  to  any  body  nay 
more,  I  will  openly  Ihew  the  ufe  thereof  too,  unto 
fome  of  my  fricnds,in  the  melioration  of  both  the  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals  and  Minerals  themfelves,that  fo  the 
Wonders  of  GOD,  and  the  poffibility  of  Art  may 
be manifefted,  and  come  to  light. 

And  now,  may  it  pleafe  the  Omnipotent  GOD, 
who  is  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  all  things,  to  in- 
fpire  us,  out  of  His  meer  Grace  and  Mercy,  and  im¬ 
plant  in  our  cold  hearts,  which  are  ftopt  up  with 
darknefs,  the  warming  heating  fpark  of  His  Holy, 
Eternal,  Infinite,  and  all-correCling  Light,  that  it  may 
therein,  as  in  fome  faltiffi  and  fulphureous  Earth,_be 
nourifhed,  and  grow  up  like  a  little  Seed,  and  bring 
forth  Fruit  a  Thoufand  fold,  to  the  Salvation  of  all 
our  Souls,  Amen. 
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SECOND  PART 

O  F 

Miraculum  Mundi. 

;  -j 

In  which  is  defctibed  the  Magnificent  Coming  of 

ELIAS  THE  ARTIST: 

^  And  that  the  wonderful  Salt  of  Philofophers  is  the  moll  Excellent  Medicine 

of  Vegetables ^  Animals^  and  Minerals.  i 

!  By  the  help  of  which,  not  only  Vegetables  do  grow,  and  are  multi¬ 
plied;  Difeafesof  Men  and  Animals,  whether  internal  or  external,  are  miracu- 
loufly  Cured,  and  Imperfe(5t  Metals  really  changed  into  Sol  and  Lutut ;  yea,  pure 
Sol  tendered  able  to  fuftain  the  Force  of  Fire  beyond  the  natural 
to  the  1  Sth-  degree  ;  but  alfo  from  every  Plant  namral  Sol  is  exttafted,  and  dit 

j  pofed  to  fixedmfs,  for  multiplication  of  it  felf. 


THE  PR 


Candid  Reader^ 

Mong  ancient  Philofophers  of  the  Heathen:^  as 
Chaldeesj  Egyptians,  Perfians,  Greeks,  and 
Romans,  yea^  and  the  Hebrews  themfelves, 
tt  was  a  long-received  Cnflom,  enigmatically  to 
profofe  xohat  they  efieemed  mofl  worthy  of  confideration^ 
left  fuch  Secrets  Jhonld  either  be  divulged  or  lofi ;  to  the 
endt  that  unworthy  perfons  having  regard  to  the  Letter 
only^  and  not  refpeSling  the  Sence  exprejjed  in  thofe  words, 

I  might  know  nothing  at  all  of  them  :  But  contrarily,  the 
Worthy,  enlightened  with  the  Light  of  GOD  and  Na¬ 
ture, well  under  jtanding  what  isjtgnified  by  thofe  Words, 
might  thence  reap  mofl  profitable  Fruit.  The  Truth  of 
this  is  fufficiently  proved  by  the  Writings  of  ancient  Phi¬ 
lofophers-,  alfo  by  the  Books  of  yioks,  and  the  Hi  [lories 
i  of  the  Prophets.  For  all  the fe,  or  the  greateB  part  of 
‘  them,  do  indeed  need  another  explication,  than  the  Letter 
it  felf  fee  ms  to  inferr,  becaufe  fame  occult  matter  is  in  that 
contained. 

Jn  like  manner  our  Chriflian  Philofophers,  both  ancient 
and  modern,diJcovered their  enigmatically-,  as, 

among  many  other j  Balilius  and  Paracelfus  did :  For,  al-. 


E  F  A  C  E. 


though  thefe  men  delivered  all  t hings  true, yet  they  are  un¬ 
derflood  by  very  few  •  Which  hath  been  the  occafion  of  Con¬ 
tempt  and  Reproaches,with  which  ignorant  men,  and  the 

evilly-dif pofed,  afperfe  all  Philofophers  [among  whom 
Kings  themfelves,  and  divers  Princes,  in  times  pafl  have 

been,  and  are  yet  found ')  and  fay.  There  is  no  Inch 
thing  in  Nature,  as  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  into 
a  better  ftate  ;  and  that  The  Univerfal  Xinflure  or 
Stone  of  Philofophers  was  never  found  by  any  Man. 
Truly  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  Jharp  Reproof,  and  not  to  be 
fuffered,  that  the  Chymical  Writings  of  many  excellent  pi¬ 
ous  men,jhould  ( although  mofl  cohfonant  to  Verity)  be  fo 
malicioufiy  rejebled,  and  proclaimed  falfe,  ^  This  is  rather 
due  to  Chymical  Mountebanks,  {underflanding  nothing  lejs 
than  Chymiflry)  becaufe  they  expofe  to  jale  the  Philo fo- 
phers  Stone  unto  others  :  This  fort  of  men  have  rendered 
Chymiflry  fo  vile  and  abjeB  at  this  day,  as  many  men 

jud^e  It  a  Reproach  to  be  called  Chymifls- ^  . 

hat  we  might,  as  far  as  is  pofftble,  prevent  this  evil, 
and  demonflrate  thofe  things  to  be  true,  which  the  ab^e- 
named  Writers  have  left  to  us,  under  the  Title  0/  The 
Salt  of  Ancient  Philofophers,  Paracelfus 

called  Elias  the  Artifli  ive  refolved  to  efebi  the  Jame  thus. 

Lli 
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Paracelfus  feMmir  of  thoTrMfmiaatm  of  Metals, 
(pccaufe  he  was  not  vtiilmg  to  injigniz.e  The  Salt  oi  Phi- 
lofophers 

the  Artifl;,  who,,  he  faith,  when  he  comes,  will  teach  the 
tray  by  which  the  Tranfnmtation  of  Metals  may  be  eptt. 
ed.  Here  Men  imagine  Wonders,  and  generally  regar¬ 
ding  the  ivords  themfelves,  expeti  the  corning  of ^  a  certain 
Man  fent  from  GOD,  whom  they  believe,  [hall  in  the  later 
Joes  of  the  iVorld,  difeover  occult  Arts,  and  make  known 
tloe  Secrets  of  Nature.  Whereas,  if  the  Name  Elias  the 
Artilt  be  rightly  confidered,or  a  tranfpofitionof  the  Let¬ 
ters  be  made,  we  read  Artis  Salia, thefe  Salts  indicate 
Elias  the  Artift  of  Paracelfus.  Thefe  perform  Won¬ 
ders,  fo  as  a  man  poffejfmg  the  Salt  of  Art,  or  knowing  the 
nature  thereof,,  may  cjfcSl  Wenders.  Elias  the  Artift 
to  fuch  a  man  appears  to  be  the  caufe  of  efeSUng  marvel¬ 
lous  things. 

Bafilius,  in  his  Tefi ament,  did  very  ohfeurely  deferibe 
this  Salt,  where  he  fheweth  the  way  of  making  The  Stone 
of  PhiMophevs  of  common  FitrioT,  yet  no  man  is  able 
from  thofe  Writings  to  gather  which  way  he  Jhoidd  prepare 
the  fame. 

Jlfo  he  that  confiders  the  words  of  Paracelfus,  where 
he  foretells  the  coming  of Axiifk,  will  find,  that 
in  that  he  deferihes  Fitriofboth  ohfeurely  and  openly  ',  ob- 
fcurely  indeed  in  his  7  reatife  entituled,  TheTintfture  of 
Naturalifts  •,  openly,  in  that  which  he  left,  touching  Ft- 
triol  in  Species.  He  would  not  exprefiy  fay,  that  Elias  the 
Artift,  or  The  Salt  of  Art,  was  exprefly  emtained  in 
Fitriol  ■,  only  this  he  was  willing  to  Jhew  to  Pofierity,  viz. 
That  the  Art  of  changing  vile  Metals  into  better,  was  det 
feended  from  the  Ancients  unto  him,  and  with  himfiwuld 
penfii,  until  the  coming  of  Elias  the  Artiftj  who  Jhould 
jhew  the  true  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  viz.  in  the 
year  of  the  fibwing  Age.  This  time  many  have 
expected  with  grief  and  trouble,  but  in  vain  hitherto. 

Many  Philoffhers,  Paracelfus,  haveprediSled 

yhe  Coming  of  Elias  the  Artift,  tvho  coming  from  the 
North,  attended  with  a  ftrong  Lion,  fhall  teach  Arts, 
find  out  and  manifeft  the  fecret  Treafures  of  Nature, 
and  difpofe  the  various  mutatbns  of  mundane  things  for 
the  benefit  of  Mankind.  Thefe  have  many  men  in  vain  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  fpoken  touching  fame  one  man',  for  if  we  con- 
fult  the  Writings  of  thofe  men,  who  have  fet  down  this 
Frediblion,  we  fhall  find  them  not  to  have  intended  a 
Man?  but  Salt-petre  only,  and  his  Brother  the  Salt  of 
Art :  Hence  it  is  that  they  cry  out,  O  our  Salt !  O  our 
Salt-petre  !  O  our  Radical  Salt !  Hence  alfo  it  is, 
that  they  write.  If  GOD  had  not  created  this  Salt,  it 
had  been  impoftible  to  make  our  Medicine  •,  and  vai 
rioiis  exprejfions  like  to  this,  in  many  places  of  their  Wri¬ 
tings  they  life,  as  I  have  declared  in  fever  al  of  my  TraSts, 
tfpecially  in  theThird  Part  of  The  Profperity  of  Ger¬ 
many,  where  (^among  other  things )  I  faid,  I  hoped  that  in 
time  to  come,  by  me  Ihould  be  unto  all  men  exhibited 
Salt-Petre,  or  The  Salt  of  Art,  fitting  fome  Mo: 
narch)  in  a  Triumphal  Chariot. 

I  doing  this,takeV3iV2iCtKiKOutofhis  Sepulchre,  and 
fjs  himfelf  predicted  )  turn  him  towards  the  Orient,  that 
IS,  /  expofe  him  to  the  Light,  by  which  the  verity  of  that 
Prediction  may  be  dijeerned  by  All. 

Perhaps  my  Difciples  may  do  the  fame  ■,  and  they  feeing 
the  verity  of  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  or  reftoring 
the  Sick  to  health  in  a  way  unheard  of,  draw  me  after  1  am 
dead,  or  whiljt  /  live,  out  of  the  Sepulchre  into  which  my 
evil-minded  Enemies  have  cajt  me.  And  when  they  do 
thefe  things,  they  will  effeCt fo  notable  a  mutation  in  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Alchymy?  as  indeed  for  the  future  there  will  be 
even  no  Artift, who  will  not  fee  and  underft  and  the  frauds, 
ignorance,  or  hatred  of  the  proud  and  high-flown  Adverfd- 


riesof  Art  and  Truth,  andjufily  oppofe  themfelves  again fi 
fuch  malicious  Enemies  of  true  Ferity.  Thus  may  thofe 
who  have  long  before  been  blind,  receive  fight,  profefs 
themfelves  to  have  beenOppofers  of  Truth,  and firenuoufiy 
labour  to  fupprefs  and  amend  whaPs  amifs.  In  fuch  a 
time  not  only  true  Medicine,  and  the  mofi  noble  Art  of 
Chymiftry  would  begin  to  flourifh,  but  alfo  all  Arts  would 
afeend  to  a  greater  degree  of  perfection  ;  and  fo  one  Age 
will  exhibit  it  felf  much  more  excellent  than  others. 
Wherefore  my  Prayer  is,  that  the  Gates  may  be  opened  to 
divine  and  natural  Arcanums,  that  Elias  the  Artift,  ^«<7 
the  Salt  of  Art  would  difeover  the  predicted  Golden  Age, 
and  that  the  mofi  Wife  G OD  would  unto  pious  men  grant 
an  entrance  into  the  Land  of  Promife,  that  they  may 
thence  bring  Fruits,and  pre/ent  them  to  their  Neighbours 
for  the  Honour  of  GOD  mofi  high,  and  the  folace  and  com¬ 
fort  of  the  Needy.  Amen. 

Indeed  Paracelfus  makes  fome  mention  of  this  Salt  in 
his  Works,  calling  it  Sal  Enixum  ;  but  we  in  our  Treatife 
(publifhedin  the  year  i6^3.)  of  the  nature  of  Salts,have 
fomewhat  more  targely  expounded  the  matter,  calling  that 
Sal  Mirabile.  In  the  prefent  Treatife  of  the  Salts  of  Art 
it  is  exprefiy  called  Elias  the  Artift  ;  the  verity  of  which 
Appellation,  we  fhall  by  the  help  of  COD  clearly  demon- 
Cirate,  viz.  that  Elias  the  Artift  o/paracelfusy7^»;^er 
no  other  than  the  Salt  of  Philofophers,  prepared  o/ Salt¬ 
petre,  commonSalt,  or  Vitriol.  Indeed  it  is  in  tafie 
like  Salt-petre,  yet  it  is  not  inflammable,  although  it  may 
be  procured  by  Art.  Paracelfus  <«»^7  Bafilius  made  it  of 
Vitriol,  as  fever  al  parts  of  their  Writings  Jhew,  which 
for  better  knowledge  fake  I  fhall  here  infert. 

Elias  and  Elifiia,  what  men  they  were,  and  what  mira¬ 
cles  they  wrought,  Sacred  Letters  Jhew.  The  Miracles 
they  wrought;  were  Divine  j  the  fame  almofi  is  our  Salt 
able  to  perform  in  a  natural  way  :  Therefore  not  without 
reafon  have  we  called  it  The  Monarch  of  the  World,  or 
Elias  the  Artift  j  for  there  is  no  fubjeCl  found  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  by  help  of  which  we  are  able  to  do  the  fame, 
as  maybe  eff'eCted  by  the  benefit  of  This.  ^The  truth  of 
this  all  Animals,  Fegetables,  and  Minerals  do  witnefs,  as 
we  [hall  demonflrate  varioufy  anon. 

But  fome  One  may  fay.  Since  Chymiftry  is  treated  of 
info  various  Tongues,  and  there  are  found  almofi  infinite 
numbers  ofChymical  Books,  How  comes  it  topafs,  that  this 
Salt  hath  fo  long  remained  unknown,  even  until  this  day,  * 
and  it  was  never  fo  clearly  deferibed  by  any  Writer,  as  we 
thence  could  under  A  and  what  it  is,  or  which  way  it  Jhould 
be  made  ?  I  anfwer.  Writers  and  Readers  alfo  are  found 
of  a  twofold  condition.  They,  who  writ  by  the  guidance 
of  Experience,  did  all  acknowledge,  and  ohfeurely  deferibe 
this  Salt  .'-Otherwife  they,  who  compiled  their  Books  from 
the  Writings  of  others,  being  ignorant  of  the  thing  it 
felf,  propofed  nothing  but  Fibbions,  leading  the  Reader  in¬ 
to  a  Labyrinth  and  various  By-paths. 

Writers  are  diligently  to  be  confidered  •  regard  is  not 
fo  much  to  be  had  of  their  Words  as  of  their  Sence  ;  if 
this  be  minded  by  you,  you  will  find  none  of  the  true  Wri¬ 
ters,  who  diebnot  make  mention  of  this  Salt  ,  which,  as  it 
is  manifefi  to  thofe  that  Hnderfiand,fo  it  is  hid  from  thofe 
who  are  yet  ignorant  of  thefe  things.  Tou  may  find 
very  many,  who  in  Writings  feek,  the  Stone  of  Philofo¬ 
phers,  and  yet  are  ignorant  what  they  fee  k.,  or  what  the 
Stone  ts,  whether  it  be  fomething  blacffor  white,  hot  or 
cold.  And  if  fuch  a  thing  Jhould  be  prefented  to  thofe 
men,  they  would  negleSt  it,  and  after  their  fajhion  lea¬ 
ving  the  mofi  precious  Jewel,  proceed  to  pleafe  themfelves 
in  Dung.  Many  men  handle  this  Salt  with  ^their  hands, 
yet  what  they  have  in  their  hands  they  know  not,  becauje 
they  are  blind,  and  their  arrogant  mind  infiigates  them  to 
betaks  themfelves  to  things  more  vile.  But  on  the  contrat 
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not  a  fero  may  he  found,  rcho  roill  divulge  none  of 
thofe  excellent  things  which  they  know.  Oh ,  how  hap¬ 
py  is  he  that  fiudies  Taciturnity  I  he  is  permitted  to  lead 
a  quiet  life.  /  indeed  do  ferioujly  bewail  my  fo  liber al 
Communication  of  Secrets but  1  did  that  to  difcoveirthe 
Wonders  of  GGD,  to  ferve  my  Neighbour,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  our  Art.  Egregious  things  would  often  be  exhi¬ 
bited  to  the  World^didnot  the  high  Ingratitude  of  mor¬ 
tals  deterr  the  Writer,  and  prevent  his  good  intention. 
When  they  find  a  man  endowed  with  the  Knowledge  of 
fome  things  beyond  others,  they  flock  about  him.,  entreating 
him  to  impart  his  Secrets  to  them  :  there  are  found  di-. 
vers  of  this  fort.  The  Wealthy  come,  the  Needy  come, 
and  men  of  a  middle  condition  alfo  come.  The  firflfort 
of  men  being,  for  the  mofi  part,  very  covetous,  will  re¬ 
turn  nothing  in  exchange the  fecond fort  have  not  any 
thing  to  give hut  the  third  only  we  have  fometimes 
found  grateful.  What  we  have  acquired  with  vtry great 
labour,  we  cannot  eafily  impart  to  Enemies.  let  it  of¬ 
ten  happens,  that  thofe  who  are  judged  good,  are  after, 
rvard found  evil,  and  in  a  ^2xmQx\z\\  manner,  for  Bene¬ 
fits  received,  return  Calumnies  and  Reproaches.  There¬ 
fore,  in  fuch  cafes  there  is  need  of  great  circumfpeElion, 
andwe  muft  not  difcover  all  we  know,  lefi  afterward  we 
repent.  But  as  for  my  felf,  I  have  not  changed  my 
mind,  1  have  begun  to  make  known  the  Wonders  of  the 
Omnipotent,  and  will  go  on  (GOD  willing)  and  kindle  an 
mextinguijhable  Light  to  this  blind  World.  In  this 
Treatije  /  jhall  only  defcribe  the  wonderful  Virtues  of 
the  Salt  of  Art,  referving  the  way  of  preparing  or  ufe  to 
my  Friends  ;  for  what  are  our  Arms,  we  muft  not  caft 
them  away,  left  our  Enemies  take  them  up,  and  wound  us 
with  them,  after  the  example  of  YzvnuQr. 

I  fpeak  of  the  Salt  of  Art,  the  Virtues  of  which  / 
know,  1  will  not  communicate  its  Preparation  or  Ufe  •  all 
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Jhallbe  open  to  my  Friends,  (yet  with  refpeSl  of  per  fans) 
more  than  is  fit,  is  already  dtfcovered  to  Enemies.  Is 
there  any  reafon  we  ^ould  caft  Pearls  before  Swine  ? 
If  what  others  ohfcurely  treated  of,  I  jhould  here  openly 
communicate  to  Enemies,  would  they,  think  you,  ceafe  to  do 
evil,  and  begin  to  do  well  ?  Although  Ipurpofenot  at 
all  to  difcover  the  Preparation  and  Vje  of  this  Sal  Mira- 
bil  e,  yet  I  doubt  not,  but  that  /  (hall  prepare  and  make 
eafte  the  way  for  finding  it  out-,fo  as  in  a  few  years  fpace 
all  Europe  will  fee  Alchymy  flourijh,  and  not  fo  much 
any  other  way,  as  from  the  dtfcovery  of  this  Salt. 

Of  other  Arts,  which  we  jhall  perceive  to  arrive  to 
a  more  excellent  ft  ate,  tbe  reafon  is  the  fame.  It  is 
fufficicnt  that  I  have  jhewed  fuch  an  incomparable  Salt 
is  found  in  the  nature  of  things-,  yea,  I  demonftrate  the 
'place  where  it  may  be  found.  If  Columbus  had  not  told 
us.  That  the  Occidental  part  of  the  Earth  did  abound 
with  Gold  and  Silver, who  could  have  found  the  fame,  to 
bring  fuch  Treafures  thence  to  us  f  If  fome  One  had 
not  revealed,  that  gold,  fiver,  and  precious  ftones  were 
contained  in  Caverns  of  theTarth,  and  Pearls  to  be  found 
in  the  Sea,  who  (doubting  the  event)  would  ever  have 
been  at  thofe  vaft  charges  of  Diggings  and  Fifinngs  ? 
But  now  we  all  know  fuch  Treafures  are  to  be  found  there, 
none  refufeth  to  fearchfor  them.  And  although  they  are 
not  obvious  to  all,  yet  that  they  are  in  being  no  man  doubts-, 
even  fo  I  judge  it  to  be  with  our  Sal  Mirabile.  Thevir- 
tues  of  it  I  deliver,  which  are  great,  and  with  moft  eafte 
labour,  and  a  very  little  direHion ;  other  things  may  be 
thereby  obtained.  The  only  moving  caufe  why  /  propcfe 
thefe  things,  is  the  moft  Wife  GOD,  whofe  wonderful 
Works  I  neither  would  nor  could  hide  or  keep  to  my  felf  any 
longer  * 
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I.  Of  the  Original  of  this  Salt, 


Touching  the  Original  of  this  Salt,  I  have 
before  fhewed  which  way  it  fliould  be 
made  ofF- and  common  Salt.  Yet  I  would 
not  have  thefe  words  be  fo  taken,  as  if  the 
I  fame  could  be  prepared  no  other  way  than  this.  The 
i  methods  of  preparing  it  are  various  ;  for  it  may  be 
prepared  of  G.  only, without  the  mixture  of  common 
I  fait,  yea,  of  allume,fulphur,  or  common  fait,  with- 

i  out  the  addition  of  H.  or  without  the  benefit  of  the 

I  Fire  of  any  other  fait.  No  fait  can  be  found,  which 

is  not  a  commodious  matter  for  this  fait  of  Art ; 
;  yet  it  may  be  collefted  from  one  more  eafily,  and 

j  more  copioully  than  from  another.  But  becaufe  we 

I  exhibited  one  only  way  of  preparing  that  before,  as 


well  for  other  reafbns,  as  becaufe  of  want  of  time, 
and  left  we  Ihould  be  too  tedious  to  the  Reader  •, 
therefore  we  now  think  it  convenient  to  fignifie, 
that  thefe  wonderful  falts  may  be  prepared,  and 
that  they  are  endowed  with  fpecial  virtues  denied 
to  others,  which  they  exercife,  as  well  univerfally  as 
particularly,  in  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals- 
For,  Who  can  deny  that  fait  to  be  of  another  na¬ 
ture,  which  remains  after  the  Deftillation  of  bpjcit 
of  common  fait,  and  that  which  is  left  in  the  Deltih 
lation  o(  Aquafortis  or  i?.  although  they  be  falts  of 
a  moft  diverfe  nature ,  of  which  thefe  are  prepa¬ 
red  ? 

yet. 
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SJ°JrZmuck  volatiiizeth  all  bodies  fo,  as  the  fouls 
of  them  oafs  over  by  Alembick,  m  manner  a 
Tnirit  feoarated  fi'on^  SaUArmoniack^  by  the  help  of 
C  manifefts  other  virtues  and  properties,  than  thofe 
Sit^h  are  found  in  the  Spirit  of  common  Salt-  To 
one  more  accurately  confidering  thefe,^^««iot 
g?cat  note  will  exhibit  themfelves  ••  But  more  of 
tliefe  elfewhere. 
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Part  I 


Of  the  Narne  of  this  Vniverfal  Salt. 

tN  this  Salt  we  impofe  the  name  of,  The  Vm- 
<verfal  Salt  of  Philofophers^  refpeding  thofe  ex¬ 
cellent  Powers  and  Virtues,  with  which  it  is  endowed 
above  any  other  Salt.  We  defervedly  call  it  Uni- 
verfal,  becaufe  it  is  the  higheft  of  thofe  Medicaments 
which  proceed  from  Minerals,  Animals, or  Vegetables^ 
as  in  the  following  Treatife  ihall  be  demonftrated  : 
Of  Philofophers  is  added,  becaufe  the  demonftration 
of  this  matter  is  neceflarily  grounded  on  Philofo- 
phick  foundations. 


Of  the  Virtues  of  this  Vniverfal  Salt. 


T 


'Ouching  its  virtues,  they  are  innumerable,  and 
we  judge  it  impoffible  to  difcovcr  them  all  j  for 
if  I  niould  undertake  only  to  write  what  1  knowof  the 
virtues  thereof,  a  whole  years  time,  day  and  night 
labouring,  would  fcarcely  fuffice.  Perhaps  GOD  will 
difcover  more  to  others  ‘,  perhaps  they,  who  are 
younger  than  I,  may  find  what  is  to  me  unknown.  By 
me  the  firft,  by  me  the  Guide  is  opened  to  the  Sear¬ 
cher  an  entrance  to  things  more  excellent. 

My  purpofe  is  to  communicate  to  others  thofe 
things,  which  the  moft  Bountiful  GOD  hath  large» 
ly  conferred  on  me,  for  His  Honour,  and  the  pfofit 
ofmy  Neighbour  :  I  intend,  I  fay,  to  divulge  the 
wonderful  Works  of  GOD,  but  ati  this  time  (  by 
reafon  of  various  bufinelTes  and  hindrances)  I  lhall 
only  make  mention  of  fome  of  the  virtues,  which 
1  find  to  be  in  my  Sd Mirabile,  or  Salt  of  Art,  refer- 
ving  the  more  fpecial  explanation  of  all  things  to  a 
more  commodious  time. 

This  Salt  is  rightly  called  Univerfal,  becaufe  it  is 
the  principal  Med^icament  of  the  three  Kingdoms,wz.. 
of  Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Minerals,  and  hath  po¬ 
wer  to  perfedt  and  augment  the  fame.  I  remember 
that  heretofore  I  have  attributed  to  Nitre  the  Dig¬ 
nity  of  this,  and  not  without  reafon  ^  yet  in  many 
things  it  is  inferiour  to  this  Sal  Mirabile,  fo  as  it  de¬ 
ferves  not  to  be  compared  with  the  fame.  There¬ 
fore  in  no  wife  correfpondent  to  Verity  are  thofe 
Writings,  which  teach.  That  by  the  help  of  a  certain 
Corrofive',  a  tranfparent  Salt  may  be  extradled  from 
a  Me'tai,.and  that  fait,  dilTolvable  in  water,  is  the  true 
Salt  of  the  Wife-  Such  Writings  are  of  no  other 
ufe,  than  to  feduce  the  Ignorant  by  Lyes. 


For  the  fait  in  which  a  Metal  is  dilTolved,  deferves 
no  more  to  be  called  or  efteemed  a  lira  pie  fait,  but 
receives  the  condition  of  a  metallick  Vitriol,  whether 
that  Vitriol  is  green  or  yellow,  of  So/  and  Lu}:a  -,Qx 
white,  of  Mercary,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn  -,  or  blewifh» 
green,  of  Mars  and  T' “-nus ;  for  what  is  to  be  an  Uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine,  extending  it  felf  to  all  Kingdoms, 
mult  necelTarily  have  no  extraneous  thing  mixed  with 
it.  This  is  confentaneous  even  to  the  Judgment  of 
Rullicks. 

The  true  Univerfal  Salt  Ihould  be  partaker  of  no 
metallick  matter  ^  but  altogether  pure,  and  moll;  ea- 
fily  able  to  put  on  the  nature  of  all  things  contai¬ 
ned  in  the  kingdoms  of  Vegetables,  Minerals,  and 
Animals,  and  fo  exhibit  it'  felf  a  moll  excellent  Me¬ 
dicine.  And  fince  thefe  Properties  are  moft  fully 
found  in  our  Univerfal  fait,  there  is  no  reafon  we 
Ihould  afcribe  to  it  lefs  Honour,  or  not  preferr  it  be¬ 
fore  all  falls. 

Intending  to  expofe  the  Verity  of  thefe.  fay  ings  to 
all,  we  begin  fir  ft  with  Vegetables. 


Of  the  wonderful  power  of  the  Univerfal  Salt  in^ 
the  kingdom  of  Vegetables.  ■' 

I  Said  in  my  Miracle  of  the  World,  and  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  thereof,  that  a  fulphureous  fweet  fait 
is  the  moft  excellent  Medicament  of  all  Vegetables : 
The  Truth  of  which  no  man  hath  caufe  to  doubt; 
for  I  have  Ihewed  in  various  places,  that  barren 
grounds  are  made  fruitful  by  the  addition  of  that,  Of 
this  fait,  which  we  may  ufe  inftead  of  Dung,  there 
is  great  diverfity,  for  it  is  prepared  of  Wood-alhes, 
of  Stones  burnt  to  Lime,  and  of  other  bodies  putre¬ 
fied  by  length  of  time.  But  the  Chief  of  all  thefe 
is  Salt=petre,  being  the  fait  of  Vegetables,  Animals, 
and  Minerals  putrefied,  efpecially  becaufe  it  is  en¬ 
dowed  with  a  certain  occult  and  fweet  Fire.  Alfo 
the  fignature  proper  to  it,  clearly  expofeth  to  our 
fight  its  augmentative  virtue ;  for  it  exhibits  not  it 
felf  in  a  Cubical  form,  as  is  obferved  in  corrofive 
falts,  (altogether  adverfe  to  the  augmentation  of  Bo¬ 
dies)  but  Dart' like  or  acuminate.  By  this  fignature 
Nature  intended  to  Ihew  of  what  condition  and  vir¬ 
tue  falt-pctre  is.  And  indeed,  if  Experience  be  con- 
fulted,  the  things  we  have  propofed  will  be  found 
true,  'viz..  that  in  Nitre  is  a  principal  Virtue,  aug¬ 
menting  Bodies.  As  for  example ;  R.  what  Corn 
you  will,  fteep  it  for  a  night  and  day  in  Rain-water, 
wherein  Nitre  is  diflblved,  commit  it 'to  the  earth, 
and  you  will  find,  that  it  not  only  Ihoots  up  more 
copious  ftalks  and  ears,  and  hath  a  more  fwift  ger¬ 
mination  and  ripening,  but  alfo,  is  endowed  with, a 
much  more  acceptable  tafte,  than  other  Corn  jn  the 
vulgar  manner  produced  by  the  help  of  the  Dungs 
of  Animals.  '  But  of  this  matter,  more  at  large  elfe.- 
where.  ,  • 

Pure  Nitre  is  a  fait  genited’in  old  Stables,  froni 
the  Dung  and  Urine  of  Animals.  Urine  and  Dung 
are  no  other  than  Vegetables  themfelves,  putrefied  by 
digeftion  in  the  ftomachs  of  Animals  •,  which  con- 
codlion  is  wont  to  be  perfedled  in  24  hours  fpace: 
But  Vegetables  and  Animals,  out  of  the  ftomachs  of 
Animals,  cannot  be  putrefied  without  long  time,efpc- 
cially  when  they  have  acquired  fome  undue  hard- 
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Thus  we  fee  Piitrefadion  differs  in  refped  of  time,  i 
yet  it  acknowicdgeth  no  divcrfity  ;  for  whether  it  be  I 
madt  in  the  flomach  of  an  Animal,  or  out  of  it,  it  / 
is  all  one,  and  never  different  in  virtue*:.  By  this 
we<5//«;;;the  Vegetable  kind  hath  its  propagation  and 
cncrcafe,but  altogether  in  a  ruftical  manner,  becaufe 
a  better  way  is  not  yet  known. 

indeed,  unto  Philofophers  is  known  a  more  eafie 
and  more  compendious  way  of  reducing  Vegetables,. 
Animals,  and  Minerals  to  their  firft  matter,  or  into 
a  fulphureous  fweet  Salt ;  yet  they  referved  the  fame 
among  their  ArcanHms,  left  fuch  a  moft  noble  Art 
foould  be  made  too  common. 

As  it  is  altogether  impoffible  that  the  feed  of  any 
Vegetable  fet  in  dry  Herbs  fnould  grow,  or  Man  hlm^ 
felf,  or  any  other  Animal,  Ihould  be  able  to  fuftain 
Life,  cncreafe,  or  be  multiplied,  with  the  only  ufe 
of  Sand  or  Flints  ;  but  earth  moiftened  with  a  faline 
liquor,  is  required,  unto  which  the  feed  muft  be  com-- 
micted  i  and  in  iManfuch  Aliment  muft  be  digefted  in 
the  ftomach,  as  will  eafily  be  changed  into  nutri¬ 
ment  of  the  Parts :  fo  it  is  impoffible  to  augment 
Metals,  unlefs  they  have  been  before  reduced  to  their  i' 
frft  matter,  and  fo  fpiritually  conjoined  each  to| 
other,  as  one  may  give  nouriffiment  and  encreafe  to 
the  other.  All  thefe  things  are  far  more  eafily  and 
more  readily  performed  by  Art  than  by  Nature- 

By  Art  that  all  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mine¬ 
ral  fubjeifts  may  moft  eafily  and  fwiftly  be  reduced 
to  their  firft  matter,  which  is  a  fulphureous  fweet 
Salt ;  and  by  that  means  be  multiplied,  the  true  llrii- 
verfal  Salt  clearly  demonftrates  ;  which  fait,  if  we 
obferve  its  fignatureor  long  figure)  is  not  only  more 
excellent  than  Salt-petre,  but  is  alfo  generated  eafily 
in  the  air.  We  have  difcerned  fand  or  a  ftone  to 
imbibe  this  fait,  if  expofed  to  the  air,  and  from  an 
ingenited  virtue  thence  to  grow,  yea,  and  that  which 
firll:  grew  being  taken  away,  in  a  few  daies  fpace  ano¬ 
ther  hath  ffiewed  it  felf,  and  fo  to  Infinity.  Indeed 
thefe  things  feem  impoffible,  but  they  are  not  fo  to 
him  who  rightly  knows  Nature ;  for  that  augmenta:- 
tion  is  effeded  in  a  Magnetical  manner,  of  which  we 
do  more  fully  treat  in  another  place. 

Hence,  not  without  good  caufe,  do  we  afcribe  to 
this  Univerfal  fait  the  title  of  H  E  R  O,  and  a  moft 
rich  and  liberal  Monarch. 

« 

The  PR.OCESS. 

A  mojl  eafie  Way  of  acquiring  Spirit  of  Salt  to~ 
gether  with  the  Sal  Mirabile. 

R.  of  common  fait  two  parts,  diffolve  it  in  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  common  waters  pour  A.  upon  the 
folutiori  •,  put  the  mixture  into  a  glafs  Body,  or  a  glafs 
Retort  well  coated,  or  elfe  into  an  earthen  Body  or 
Retort.  If  a  Body,  fet  on  an  Head,  and  begin  to  de- 
ftil  with  Fire  of  fand,  encreafing  your  Fire  gradually  ^ 
with  the  firft  heat  comes  off  the  unfavoury  Phlegm, 
which  gather  apart  \  when  the  Liquor  comes  forth 
fowrilh,  change  your  Receiver,  and  receive  the  fowre 
fpirit :  Continue  the  operation  till  no  h«ore  fpirits 
will  arife,  then  let  out  the  Fire,  and  permit  the  Vef- 
ftl  to  ftand  in  fand  till  all  is  cooled,  when  cold,  take 
it  out,  and  .if  it  be  unbroke,  fill  it  again  with  the 
aforefaid  matter,  and  proceed  as  we  taught  :  The 
Phlegm  is  not  to  be  call  away,  but  muft  be  kept,  that 
in  it  may  be  diffolved  Salt  fbecaufc  it  is  better  than 
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common  Water)  for  another  deftillation.  Thus  from 
every  pound  of  fait  you  will  have  ft  j.  of  the  beft  and 
moft  pure  fpirit.  Diffolve  the  fait  remaining  in  the 
Body  or  Retort  (if  neither  be  broke)  in  Water,  fil- 
ter  and  evaporate  the  Water,  let  it  cryftallize,  the 
Cryftals  will  be  white,  endowed  with  w’onderful  Vir¬ 
tues,  to  be  declared  here  following. 

Note,  If  the  Glafs  be  broke,  there  will  be  no  ne- 
ceffity  of  dilfolving  the  Salt,  it  will  be  enough  to 
take  out  the  dried  Mirabile^  and  referve  it 
for  Ufe. 

Note,  This  deftillation  may  be  performed  in  a  fll- 
ver  Body,  for  fo  doing,  we  fliall  be  free  from  all 
danger  of  breaking  ^  yet  the  Veffel  muft  be  made  of 
very  pure  Silver,  void  of  ail  Copper,  left  thofe  moft 
ftiarp  fpirits  do  attraft  the  Copper  from  the  Silver 
and  fo  the  Body  become  altogether  porous  and  foft! 
Although  in  the  fait  is  no  property  agreeing  with  fil- 
ver,  yet  every  deftillation  it  racetH  ofFfome  of  the 
fiver,  which  that  you  may  fave,  gather  the  white 
Powder  left  in  the  Filtre,  after  filtration  of  the 
diffolved  fait.  Dry  this  Powder,  moiftened  with 
a  ftrong  Lixivium^  and  melt  it  in  a  Crucible  into 
fiver ;  yet  you  muft  not  inftitute  this  melting  of  the 
filver  per  fe^  becaufe  it  hath  accjuired  fuch  volatility 
from  the  fpirit  of  fait,  as  it  will  fume  all  away.  ' 
And  although  every  deftillation  fome  quantity  of 
the  fiver  be  raced  off,  yet  you  maydeftii  the  fame 
matter  fome  hundreds  of  times  in  the  fame  Body 
before  you  ffiall  need  a  new  one.  Thus  we  ffiali 
have  the  lefs  need  of  Glafles,  and  fooner  perform 
the  deftillations,  becaufe  a  ftrong  Fire  may'be  given 
at  firft,  without  fear  of  breaking  the  Veffel- 

A  yet  more  compendious  way  is,  when  we  fet  the 
Body  alone  upon  a  Trivet,  and  by  putting  Fire  un¬ 
der  it,  extract  the  fpirit  for  fo  we  fliall  need  no 
Furnace,  unlefs  we  will,  fdr  better  conftringing  the 
heat :  Nor  will  any  great  quantity  of  Coals  be  fpent 
in  fuch  extraftion,  becaufe  ft  j.  of  fait  may  be  deftil- 
led  witli  two  or  three  ft  of  Coals. 

This  fpirit  being  of  it  felf  fufficiently  clear,  and  of 
a  grateful  tafte,  needs  no  redification. 

Yea,  it  is  able  to  effed  more  than  we  afcribe  to 
it  in  our  Writings-  Alfo  the  remaining  fait  effeds 
other  incredible  things,  befides  thofe  we  aferibed  to 
it  in  our  Treatife  of  the  nature  of  falts. 

Plainly,  after  the  very  fame  manner  as  we  have 
taught  fpirit  of  fait  to  be  prepared,  fo  may  alfo  be 
imde  'Aqiiafortis  and  Aqua-regis.  Inftead  of  fait, 
take  Nitre,  and  yoy  will  have  Aqaa-fortts ;  and  if 
to  a  folution  of  Salt  and  Nitre,  equal  parts,  you  add  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  B.  you  will,  by  help  of  Deftil¬ 
lation,  acquire  Aqua-regis, 

Therefore  fince  the  infallible  5^/?^  and  Foundati¬ 
on  of  Medicine  and  Alchymy  is  C-  or  elfe  D-  it  is  now 
known  to  us,  which  way,  and  for  little  Charge,  we^ 
may  produce  large  quantities  of  this  Medicine ; 
whereas  in  the  vulgar  way  great  Cofts  and  Labour  i? 
required-,  and  the  more  eafily  we  can  obtain  it,  the 
more  abundantly  profitable  will  it  be  to  us,  efped- 
ally  when  we  intend  to  beftowtirae  in  the  tranfrau- 
tation  of  the  more  vile  Metals-  Wherefore  its 
principal  Ufe  is  direded  to  the  Preparation  of  F.  as 
is  faid  moft  eafily.  Hence  alfo  the  fpirit  of  fait  and 
Sal  Mirabile  mzq  du’lybeufedin  true  Medicine  and 
fruitful  Alchymy. 

Of  a  Lyon  and  Pantheris  produced  a  moftfliarp- 
fighted  Lynx  ;  yea,  of  a  Lyon  and  Eagle  is  genited 
a  moft  potent  Dragon,  vomiting  Fire,  flying  on  high, 
and  carrying  up  in  the  air  an  Horfe,  with  a  man  lit- 

M  m  m  ting 
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ting  upon  him.  Although  tbefe  can  do  very  muchj 
yec  they  could  not  preferve  the  moll  noble  Art  of 
Alchymy  from  being  accounted  unprofitable  and 
•  negleded  by  evil-minded  and  ignorant  men.  Yet 
at  length  an  unfatiable  Galo  confuming  all  things, 
being  genited  of  a  Dog  and  aWolf^reftored  the  fame 
to  a  due  fplendour.  This  dares  to  demonftrate  the 
fpecies  of  Metals  to  be  mutable,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  Anftotle^  and  by  this  means  plainly  Ihew 
and  confirm,  that  Alchymy  is  moft  profitable,  and  con-- 
temned  without  caufe-  Alchymy  Hands  obliged  to 
this,  becaufe  by  the  fame  it  hath  recovered  its 
priftine  and  truly  royal  honours  to  this,  becaufe  it 
both  acquires  favour  and  praife. 


»  Of  the  Vtility  which  our  Salt  of  Art  contributes 
unto  all  Mchj  of  what  Jtate  or  condition  foever 
they  he. 

The  Utility  of  this  is  very  great,  for  if  feeds,  be¬ 
fore  they  be  fowed,  be  fleeped  in  it,  they  will 
yield  an  incredible  encreafe  *,  which  is  a  thing  of  ve¬ 
ry  great  concern  to  all  men  dwelling  on  the  Earth, 
becaufe  they  lhall  never  fuftain  the  want  of  Bread. 

And  w'ill  not  the  Husband -man,  gathering  in  his 
Fruits  for  lefs  labour  and  charge  than  in  the  vulgar 
manner,  be  able  the  more  certainly  to  pay  his  Dues 
to  the  Magiftrate  ? 

Of  Artificers  alfo  the  Reafon  is  the  fame  ;  becaufe 
they  being  hereby  better  able  to  exercife  their  Crafts, 
may  alfo  return  the  benefits  thereof  to  their  fup6- 
riours. 

Unto  Phyficians,  by  the  «help  of  this,  are  known 
more  excellent  Medicaments,  and  they  being  prefent, 
more  fpeedy  and  certain  relief  is  procured  to.  the 
fick. 

So  is  it  with  Apothecaries,  Chirurgions,  and  their 
Medicines,  Plafters,  and  Unguents,  which  by  this  are 
more  perfedly  prepared,  and  therefore  the  Cure  is 
fooner,  and  more  happily  abfolved,  than  by  Medi¬ 
cines  vulgarly  known. 

And  I  believe  every  Artificer  and  Trading  Man, 
when  he  can  perform  his  Work  with  lefs  labour  and 
charge,  and  acquire  his  Wares  for  lefs  trouble  and 
coH,  will  fell  his  Commodities  to  his  Neighbours, 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  he  could  before  he  found 
the  benefit  of  this  fait. 

Husbandmen  and  Gardeners,  and  othei;  fuch  labou¬ 
ring  men,  when  they  can  more  ealily,  fooner,  and 
more  abundantly  reap  their  Fruits  than  before,  can¬ 
not  chufe  but  fell  to  the  buyers  for  lefs  price  than 
they  could  afford  them  at  when  they  had  no  bene¬ 
fit  of  this. 

Thus  we  generally  fee,  of  how  great  Utility  our 
Sdt  of  Art  is,  or  what  benefits  may  thence  redound 
to  men  of  every  condition.  What  man,  confide- 
ring  thefe  things ,  will  not  imploy  all  his  faculties 
that  he  may  become  the  Mafter  of  fuch  a  fait,  whence 
he  may  not  only  benefit  himfelf,  but  his  Neighbour 
alfo  ? 


§ 


Of  the  Vfe  of  this  Sal  Mirabile  in  Medicine^ 

1*  ^His  fait  ought  to  be  numbred  among  Univer- 
fal  Purgers,  for  by  a  Magnetick  Virtue  it  ex¬ 
tracts  all  forts  of  noxious  humours  out  of  the  Body. 

^  2.  This  purging  Property  is  augmented  by  Metab 
lick  or  Mineral  Bodies  dilTolved  in  it- 

3-  For  expelling  all  depraved  humours,  the  moR 
profitable  to  be  diffolved  in  it,  is  Antimony ;  when 
the  Medicine  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Heart, 
Gold  ;  when  to  the  Brain,  Silver  ;  to  the  Liver, 
Spleen,  and  Reins,  Iron  •,  to  the  Lungs,  Tin  and  Sul¬ 
phur  ;  to  the  Habit  of  the  Body,  Copper  and  Mer¬ 
cury. 

4.  If  purging  Vegetables,  Minerals,  and  Animals 
be  boiled  in  the  Water  in  which  this  fait  isdifibl- 
ved,  and  that  decoCtion  be  ufed  in  a  Clyfler,  we 
know  all  corrupt  humours  will  be  evacuated  thereby. 

5.  In  all  thofe  Perfons,  young  or  old,  which  can¬ 
not  or  will  not  take  purging  Medicaments,  either  by 
the  mouth,  or  otherwife,  it  will  be  very  profitable 
to  free  their  bodies  from  corrupt  humours,  to  make 
fuppefitories  of  Honey  and  this  fait  mixed. 

6.  In  Head-achs-,  z\l  Fevers^  and  the  Epilepfie,  it 
will  deferve  the  praifes  of  a  fuitable  Purger. 

^  7.  In  Catarrhs^whQn  the  Head  is  full  ofPhlegma- 
tick  Humours,  half  a  graue,  or  a  whole  grane  of  this 
fnufted  up  the  Noftrils  early  in  the  morning,  or  ia 
the  day-time,  wonderfully  evacuates  the  Phlegm. 

8.  It  is  an  admirable  Remedy  in  AfieClsof  the 
Jaws,  and  parts  adjacent,  as  the  Tongue,  Tonfils, 
Cheeks,  and  Gums,  having  their  original  from  a 
lharp  Catarrh  falling  down,  and  oftentimes  con¬ 
joined  with  Ulceration  and  Corruption,  as  is  fre= 
quently  known  to  happen  in  Scorbutick  Difeafes. 
For  it  extracts  the  humours  caufing  the  Evil,  and 
heals  the  part  vitiated,  if  it  (dilTolved  in  Water)  be 
often  ufed  hot  as  \  Gargarifm^  and  the  ufe  of  Pur¬ 
ging  rjot  neglected. 

9.  In  like  manner,  in  the  Tooth- ach  it  performs 
Wonders,  drawing  out  the  Humours  caufing  dolour 

'  in  the  Teeth  ;  if  as  much  as  will  lie  on  the  point 
of  a  knife, or  3j.of  it,be  applied, tied  up  in  a  fine  Cloth, 
to  the  aking  Tooth,  yet^fter  the  ufe  of  fome  gentle 
Purgation- 

10.  It  is  a  famous  Medicine  in  AlFeCts  of  the  Eyes 
and  Ears,  drawing  their  Original  from  a  Catarrh^ 
provided  the  ufe  of  fome  Purging  Medicine  be  not 
neglected. 

1 1 .  This  fait  is  egregioufly  ufeful,  and  efpecially 
after  Metallick  Bodies  have  been  difl'olved  in  it, 
againll  green  Wounds  of  the  Body  and  old  Fiftula’s. 

12.  If  it  be  mixed  with  a  due  quantity  of  common 
Water,  and  thence  a  Bath  be  made,  it  admirably 
clears  away  the  Scab  and  like  AfFeCts  of  the  skin,  bet¬ 
ter  than  natural  Baths  themfelves  j  for  by  its  famous 
jaower  of  attracting  depraved  Humours,  lyingbetween 
the  skin  and  flelh,  and  producing  fuch  AffeCts,  it  heals 
and  extracts  the  lame,  efpecially  if  that  power  be 
helped  by  fome  other  Medicine. 

13.  It  extracts  Humours  of  every  kind,  fharp, 
gnawing,  or  which  are  moll  firmly  inherent  in  the 
external  parts,  or  which  often  produce  Vermin  like 
Lice,  and  cannot  be  removed  by  Baths  or  Unguents. 

14.  This  ufed  internally  and  externally,  (yht..  in 

a  Bath)  extracts  the  Water  out  of  Dropfical  per- 
fbns  ;  and  this  it  effeCts  fo  much  the  more  powerful¬ 
ly)  if  Gold  be  dilldlved  in  it.  15.  It 
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15.  It  is  a  famous  Medicine  for  removing  Dolours 
of  the  Gout,  or  diminiHiing  the  fame. 

16.  Inwardly  given,  ic  is  conducent  againft  bloody 
Fluxes  olf  every  kind. 

17.  Alfo  externally  applied,  it  wonderfully  Hops 
Blood  in  Wounds,  efpecially  if  after  it  is  calcined 
and  reduced  to  Powder,  it  be  mixed  with  Cobwebbs 
or  Peacocks  Dung,  or  which  is  better,  when  Steel  hath 
been  diflblved  in  it. 

18.  It  kills  and  expels  all  Worms- 

19.  YviFra^ures  of  Boncs^  and  in  diupt  ares,  it  is  a 
moft  excellent  Medicament. 

20.  It,  dilTolved  in  Water,  and  put  upon  the  body, 
not  only  preferves  Infedls  from  Corruption,  but  alfo 
greater  Animals,  and  Man  •,  yet  it  may  be  ufed  in  a 
more  dry  form. 

21.  It  is  an  excellent  Conditure  not  only  of  Animals 
but  alfo  of  Plants  and  Flowers. 

22.  It  preferves  bodies  diifeded  from  rottennefs, 
ftink,  and  drynefs ',  contrary  to  what  we  have  ob^ 
ferved  Turpentine,  Spirit  of  Wine,  Aloes  and  Myrrh 
to  do-,  yea,  from  decay,  as  we  have  Teen  done  in 

Salt-water.  .  ^ 

23.  It  of  Gold  produceth  an  excellent  Elixir.,  in  a 
few  dales,  fome  granes  of  which  ufed  either  liquid 
or  dry,  moft  gently  expels  depraved  ^Humours  by 
Urine,  Sweat,  and  Seidge.  Such  an  Unfverfal  Arca^ 
num  was  never  before  this  time  known  to  Mortals 
we  liberally  give  it,  for  the  Honour  of  GOD,  and 
Health  of  our  Neighbour. 

24.  It  fo  prepareth  Gold,  as  by  the  help  of  Alco- 
lizate  fpirit  of  Wine,  it  pafleth  the  Alembick  of  a 
golden  colour,  and  is  a  famous  Medicament- 

25.  Alfo  by  the  help  of  that  (although  after 
another  manner)  a  blue  Tindture  may  be  extrafted 
from  Gold,  of  excellent  ufe  in  Medicine  and  Al- 
chymy. 

26.  It  is  able  to  imprefs  the  nature  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles  on  all  Metals  ^  fo  as  Metals  this  way  prepared, 
and  added  to  the  Roots  of  Herbs,  impart  to 
thofe  Herbs  the  nature  of  the  Metal  applied.  How" 
famous  the  ufe  of  fuch  Metallick  Medicines  will  be  in 
Medicine,  it  is  ealie  to  underftand. 


Of  the  Vtilities  of  the  Salt  of  Art,  in 
'various  ARTS. 

i.tT  fuddenly  coagulates  River- Water ,  Rain: 

i  Water,  or  any  deftilled  Water,  fo  as  it  be¬ 
comes  Ice,  and  may  be  carried  in  Paper,  a  Sack,  or 
Wooden:Box  or  Cheft,  whei^foever  you  will,  and  be 
diflblved  when  need  is,  fo  as  the  fait  may  be  fepara- 
ted  from  the  Water  *,  which  fait  is  not  at  all  changed 
by  the  Water,  but  may  oftentimes  again  be  ufed  for 
like  Coagulations. 

2.  After  the  fame  manner  Wine,  Vinegar,  Beer, 
Metheglin,  and  like  Drinks,  may  "be  reduced  by  coa- 
gdation  into  a  clear  fubftance,  and  again  be  moft 
^ly  diflblved. 

3.  Alfo  by  help  of  that  may  be  coagulated  faline 
fpirits,  as,  Aqua-fortis-,  Aqua-Regis^  fpirit  of  Salt, 
fpirit  or  oil  of  Vitriol,  and  the  like,  fo  as  they  will  be¬ 
come  hard  falts,  without  any  change  or  corruption, 
portable  in  Paper  or  wooden  Boxes,  to  other  places, 
where  being  dilTolved  when  need  is,  they  exhibit 


a  Liquor  diftind  from  the  fait,  the  fait  in  the  mean 
while  keeping  its  coagulating  Virtues  intire. 

4.  To  Honey  and  Syrup  it  gives  the  confiftency  of 
fugar. 

5. _  Fountains  may  be  fo  flopped  with  it,  as  their 
flowing  to  be  ftayed- 

6.  It  changeth  wood  in  procefs  of  time  into  a  moft 
hard  ftone. 

-t.  It  abftrads  the  fuperfluous  Phlegm  from  Wine- 
Beer,  Vinegar,  and  fpirit  of  Wine,  fo  as  they  become 
the  ftronger. 

_8.  It  feparates  the  Phlegm  from  fubtile  Mineral^ 
fpirits,  whence  they  are  made  volatile  and  more  po¬ 
werful- 

9.  It  takes  away  from  Wine,  Beer,  Vinegar,  and 
fpirit  of  Wine,  its  ungrateful  tafte  or  odour,  and 
unto  them  alfo  gives  greater  clearnefs. 

10.  Alfo  itcorreds  theunfavory  fmell  ofVelTels, 
fo  as  we  may  commodioufly  ufe  them. 

I  r .  It  preferves  for  a  long  time  all  Fruits,  as  Cher: 
ries.  Apples, Pears,  Grapes,  Garlick,  yea,  Hens:Eggs, 
and  whatfoever  maybe  changed  by  the  air,  and  other# 
wife  would  be  corrupted. 

12.  Unto  Painters  it  may  benBafsfor  their  Co¬ 
lours - 

13.  The  feeds  of  Vegetables  moiftened  in  it,  are 
wonderfully  multiplied,  fo  as  from  one  only  grane 
10, 20,  or  30  ears  will  arife  :  And  the  fame  will  be 
efFeded,  if  the  fait  it  felfbe  committed  to  the  earth. 

14-  Itcaufeth  the  Earth  long  to  keep  the  Rain- 
Waters  it  receiveth.  Hence  muft  necelfarily  arife 
great  profit  to  the  Fruits. 

15.  This  applied  to  the  Roots  of  Trees,  reco¬ 
vers  them,  though  alraoft  dead  before,  and  makes 
them  fruitful. 

1 6.  Yea,  Animals  fuffocated  or  drowned  in  Wa¬ 
ters,  as  Dogs,  Cats^  Mice,  and  Infeds,  by  help  of  it 
may  again  be  rcftored  to  life. 

17.  Itattradsthe  breathings  of  many  men  lying 
together  in  one  Chamber,  and  coagulates  the  fame  as 
fnow  or  ice^  not  indeed  by  any  reall  co-touching, 
but  being  included  in  fome  Glafs,  and  hung  up  by  a 
Thread.  Even  fo,  in  a  Magnetick  manner  have  we 
obferved  fuch  breath  or  vapour  to  adhere  to  theout- 
fide  of  Glafs  like  true  Ice-  But  this  is  a  Winter  opera 
tion- 

18.  Flowers  and  odoriferous  Herbs,  by  addition  of 
this,  may  be  preferved  V/ithout  change  of  odour, 
tafte,  or  colour. 

19.  By  the  benefit  of  this  fait,  various  colours  and 
very  many  odoriferous  fpecies  may  be  prepared  ; 
whence  the  Roots  of  Plants,  if  they  be  applied  to 
them)  attract  the  colour  or  odour,  which  they  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Herbs  themfelves. 

20.  It  takes  away  the  bitternefs  of  Oil-Olive, 
rendering  it  fweet  and  clear,  better  than  boiling 
can  do. 

21.  Linfeed-Oil  being  mixed  with  it,  is  pre- 
fently  clarified,  and  freed  from  its  Aquofity>.  which 
otherwife  cannot  be  effedled  in  many  daies.  f  See 
more  in  the  Second  Century'  3 
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Of  the  Vfe  of  the  Salt  of  Art  in  Alchymy. 


I 


■TdifTolves  and  fixeth  all  Vegetables,  Animals, 
JL  and  Minerals. 

2.  In  three  hoursfpace  itreduceth  all  theaforefaid 
into  their  firft  matter, whence  moll  excellent  Medica¬ 
ments  are  made,  and  whence  proceeds  a  produdL  of 
Metals  new  and  more  excellent  than  others- 

3 .  It  demonftrates,  that  in  all  Herbs,  none  except¬ 
ed,  there  is  volatile  ©,  and  teacheth  which  way  it 
Ihould  be  fixed- 

It  adds  ftrensth  to  Jqm-forns.  Aqaa^Re^s^ 


and  fpirit  of  fait. 

5.  In  a  few  hours  fpace ,  it  extrads  the 
foul  from  Gold,  fo  as  it  afcends  by  Alembick,  and 
becomes  a  very  excellent  Medicament. 

6.  To  the  white  body  of  ©,  and  of  other  Metals, 
fpoiled  of  its  foul,  it  reftores  the  fame. 

7.  In  a  very  fhort  time  it  reduceth  Gold  to  fuch 
an  efience,  as  it  may  be  united  with  the  feeds  of 
jl^egetables,  and  communicate  it  felf  to  the  Herbs. 

*  ^8.  It  extracts  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  from  Me¬ 
tals  moft  compendioully,  and  with  very  great  profit, 
in  a  dry  way,  without  fufion  or  any  addition- 

9.  It  gives  mere  noble  qualities  to  metals,  whilft 
they  are  waflied  in  it,  fo  as  even  by  the  help  of  fuch  a 
Lotion,  Iron  can  join  it  felf  with  Mercury,  yea,  be^ 
come  fluid  and  dudile,  like  Copper,  which  is  a  thing 
very  profitable. 

10.  It  brings  imperfeft  Metals  by  graduation  to 
maturity,  and  fo  changeth  them  into  0  and  > ,  as 
well  by  the  dry  as  humid  way. 

11.  It  can  ripen  every  iron  into  fleel- 

12.  By  the  help  of  this,  Iron  may  be  changed  in¬ 
to  Copper,  Copper  inte  Silver,  and  Silver  into  Gold, 
either  by  the  humid  or  dry  way.  Alfo  every  Gold 
may  be  brought  to  the  28th.  degree,  yea,  to  a  true 
Tindure-  But  of  the  laft  I  have  as  yet  made  no 
experiment ;  ncverthelefs,  it  feems  not  to  be  impofli- 
ble,  becaufe  there  is  no  metal  which  may  not  be  chan¬ 
ged  into  another,  and  indeed  more  excellent  metal  j 
yea,  we  know  that  common  ©  keeping  its  colour, 
may  be  exalted.  And  although  the  way  of  making 
this  Tindure  is  not  yet  certainly  known,  yet  there 
will  be  fome  one,  that  fliall  fucceed  us,  to  whom  GOD 
will  grant  the  knowledge  of  the  fame,  who  fliall 
flop  the  mouthes  of  all  flanderous  and  evil-minded 
men,  and  difeover  their  malice. 

But  fome  one  may  fay,  How  fliall  we  know  this 
colour  of  Gold  to  be  true  Gold,  and  not  Copper  ? 
To  him  1  anfwer  ;  For  this  Procefs  neither  Copper 
nor  any  other  Metal  is  required  ;  only  a  Vegetable 
Sulphur  with  the  Salt  of  Art  abfolves  that-  Whence 
then  fhoiild  the  Copper  have  accefs  to  the  Gold  ? 
To  fay,  from  the  Vegetable  Sulphur,  is  nothing : 
for  that  mull:  be  numbred  among  Miracles.  Hence, 
if  that  fliould  be  Copper,  we  fee  it  ni^  well  be  de- 
moiiftrated,  that  all  Metals  yea,  and  The  Philofvphers 
(tone  it  felf,  may  be  prepared  of  Vegetables.  Which 
is  a  faying  molt  nearly  correfpondent  to  Truth  : 
for  there  is  no  Plant,  yea,  I  fay,  no  Excrement,  no 
not  humane  Dung,  which  exhibit  not  true  Gold, or 
atrue  Tindure-  Therefore  this  colour,  which  we 
find  to  have  accefs  to  Gold,  by  help  of  the  Sal  Mi^ 
rabile,zxid  Vegetable  Sulphur,  argues  not  Copper, but 
true  Gold.  The  Elementary  Rays  of  ©  have  palTed 
into  Sulphur  in  the  coagulation  in  Herbs ;  this,  by 


help  of  the  Salt  of  Art,  is  changed  into  Tindure,when 
fixed,  and  added  to  Gold,  becomes  corporeal. 

From  thefe  and  the  like,  we  judge  the  certainty  of 
theTranfmutation  ofMetalsto  be  fufficiently  mani- 
fefl:  to  every  one.  Indeed  many  have  endeavoured  to 
demonftrate  this,  but  none  more  clearly  than  1  have 
done,  becaufe  this  appertains  to  Sal  Mirabik  only. 
Therefore  let  Ignorants  ceafe  to  gain-fay  GOD  and 
'the  Truth,  left  they  be  feverely  punilhed- 

Thefe,  and  various  fuch-like  Tranfmutations,  may 
be  performed  with  very  great  profit  ^  therefore  I 
judge  it  needlefs  to  fpeak  more  of  them.  Occafion 
of  knowing  many  things  offers  it  felf  to  Pofterity,  if 
GOD  give  the  Bleffing.  For  the  Utilities  of  this 
Salt  are  daily  more  and  more  known  to  my  Difciples, 
foasit  cannot  otherwife  be,  than  that  all  Europe  by 
the  help  of  this  Salt  only,  (hall  fee  true  Alchymy 
flourifh-  Whence,  and  not  undefervedly,  it  is  cal¬ 
led  the  Salt  of  Art^  or  Elias  the  Artift^  who  entring 
into  the  World,  fliould  communicate  various  Arts  to 
the  fame.  Here  you  now  have  him,  teaching  thofe 
things  which  alvvaies  were  accounted  impofllble- 

The  World  not  contented  with  this  EUas^  muft 
neceflarily  expetft  another.  The  Jews  conlidering 
the  abjed  ftate  of  Chrift,  efteemed  him  unworthy  the 
Honours  of  the  before  prophefied  of  altho’ 

with  their  owm  eyes  they  faw  very  many  Miracles 
wrought  by  him-  If  the  fame  happen  at  this  day  in 
this  cafe,  what  wonder  is  it  ?  It  is  very  hard  to  be- 
live,  that  fuch  a  wonderful  Salt  can  be  found  in  moft 
abjed  Vitriol. 

Could  fuch  men  know  the  nature  of  common  Vi¬ 
triol  expofed  to  the  eyes  of  all  men,  they  would 
eafily  underftand  more  to  be  contained  in  the  fame, 
than  I  have  attributed  to  my  Sal  Mirabile.  It  is  bet¬ 
ter  fomething  Ihould  be  referved  to  Pofterity,  than  all 
things  laid  open  to  our  Age.  I  have  begun,  let  others 
proceed. 

Paracelfus^  in  that  Chapter  he  writ  of  Vitriol, faith. 
By  help  of  this  every  Iron  may  be  changed  into  the 
belt  Copper  ^  but  which  way,  fomething  more  excel¬ 
lent,  viz..  Iron,  may  be  changed  into  Gold,  Elias,  the 
Artifl  f  which  we  call  the  Salt  of  Art)  he  comes, 
will  demonftrate,  That  the  occult  virtues  contain¬ 
ed  in  Vitriol  may  be  more  known  to  every  man,  what 
this  Author  left  in  Writing,  touching  Vitriol,  I 
thought  good  here  to  infert- 

Therefore,  fince  1  in  this  Treatife  denominate  my 
Salt  of  Art,  Elias  the  Artifl  long  fince  predided,  fome 
one  may  properly  Glauber,  you  proclaim  your 

SalMirabilero  be  Elias  the  Artifl: ;  but  in  Paracelfus’/ 
Writings  we  read.  That  when  he  comes,  he  will  teach  the 
way  of  tranf muting  Iron  into  Gold now  Jhew  us  which 
way  your  Sal  Mirabile  can  do  this.  I  anfwer,  That 
here  is  nothing  of  impoflibility,  I  have  obfeurely  in 
this  and  other  places  fhewed  ;  but  which  way  the 
Operation  is  to  be  inftituted,  I  have  not  declared :  be¬ 
caufe  I  my  felf  have  not  as  yet  obtained  a  perfed  un- 
derftandingof  the  fame.  Neverthelefs,  that  it  is 
polTible  we  have  often  obferved  for  Iron  hath  accefs 
to  Gold,  and  fo  augments  it  even  as  it  augments 
Copper. 

For  when  Copper  is  diffolvcd  in  a  certain  fait,  ai§t 
the  folution  is  poured  upon  thin  Iron  Plates,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  Copper  and  Iron  fettle  to  the  bottom,  and  fo  be» 
comes  Copper  again,  but  alfo  whilft  the  codion  is 
performing,  a  great  quantity  of  the  Iron  hath  accefs 
to  the  Copper,  fo  as  you  take  out  more  Copper  than 
you  put  in.  1  bring  for  a  true  Teftimony  of  this  Ex- 
1  perimeiit, 
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heriment,  the  Saying  of  that  moft  true  Writer,  La. 
Z^ATUS  Erckr'i  in  his  Probatory  Book,  where  he  laith, 
He  had  often  obferved,  that  Iron  Inftrumepts  in 
length  of  time  were  changed  into  Copper?  without 
any  depravation  of  their  Figure-  Yet  it  is  credi¬ 
ble,  that  this  Mutation  is  from  Spirits ,  not  rrom 
Bodies,  becaufe  Spirits  are  endowed  with  a^greater 

penetrative  power-  •  .u  v  ric 

Since  the  Writings  of  this  man  are  in  the  hands  ot 

few ,  I  thought  good  here  to  infert  what  he  hath 
left  written,  touching  the  Tranfmutation  of  non 
into  Copper. 


Whether  Copper  may  he  made  of  Iron. 
Courteous  Reader, 

I  Did  for  a  long  time  ferfifi  in  dcnyingy  That  Iron  in 
Coppery  Waters .^[uch  as  are  made  of  Fitnol,  green 
Tartary  and  the  like.,  coiild  he  precipitated  into  Copper  ; 
mr  could  1  in  any  wife  helttve.,that  any  encreaje  cgdd 
come  to  Copper,  from  Iron-,  but  daily  Experience  hath 
taught  the  contrary,  viz-  That  in  Mines  and  Moun~ 
tains  of  Kitriol  y  were  left  Iron  Infiruments,whiqh  af¬ 
ter  Ion 7  time  were  changed  wholly  into  Copper.  For 
although  precipitation  of  Copper  is  made,  by  the  benefit 
of  Iron,  yet  the  fame  quantity  of  that,  as  ts  put  in  y  is 
not  taken  out  again.  Notwithfiandmg  this,  here  it  is 
to  be  obferv’d,  that  together  with  the  Copper,  which  ts 
fo  precipitated ,  Silver  alfo  ( if  any  be  )  fettles  to  the 
bottom.  Therefore  they  feem  to  do  well,  who  for  Era 
cipitation  of  Silver,  be  fides  Copper  cafi  alfo  into  the 
Aqua-fortis  Elates  of  Iron:  And  fo  in  one  and  the 
fame  Operation,  Silver  and  Copper  fettle  to  the  bottom,^ 
and  we  fave  all,  which  the  feparatory  Water  did  cSn-. 
tain. 

As  it  is  manifeft.  Copper  may  be  made  of  Iron, 
fo  alfo  that  the  fame  may  be  changed  into  Gold,  is 
moft  ealily  demonftrated-  That  it  is  poffible ,  I 
have  often  obferved,  although  without  profit,  becaufe 
the  true  way  of  Operating  was  then  unknown  to 
me. 

Iron  is  not  changed  into  Copper  in  every  foluti- 
on?  but  in  that  which  is  in  certain  Determinate  Salts. 
For,  if  you  diflblve  ^  fs.  of  Copper  in  Aqua-fortis, 
and  to  reprefs  the  fharpnefs  of  the  Aqua-fortis  add 
a  little  common  Water,  call  in  Plates  of  Iron,  or 
duly  inftitute  codion  *,  |  fs-  of  Copper  will  indeed 
be  precipitated  by  the  Iron,  but  the  Iron  not  chan¬ 
ged  into  Copper-  The  certain  reafon  of  this,  we 
believe,  is,  becaufe  no  Salt  having  power  of  Gras 
duation,  was  added  to  the  Aqua-fortis.  Of  Gold, 
the  reafon  is  the  fame,  if  it  be  diflblved  in  Aqua- 
regis  \  for  the  Gold  is  here  found  to  be  precipitated 
alone,  and  the  Iron  not  changed  into  Gold,  becaufe 
of  the  defed  of  fait  convenient  for  gradation- 
But  if  a  folution  of  Copper  or  Gold  be  made  in 
fpirit  of  fait,  and  Iron  caft  into  that  folution?  then 
not  only  the  Copper  or  Gold  fettles  to  the  bottom 
with  the  Iron,  but  alfo  in  this  folution  part  of  the 
Iron  palTeth  into  Copper  or  Gold,  becaufe  the  fpi¬ 
rit  of  fait  more  potently  ads  upon  the‘Iron,  and  in- 
troduceth  Tindure  better  than  Aqua-fortis. 

Although  any  Iron?  as  you  fee,  may  be  changed 
into  Copper  or  Gold,  yet  no  profit  is  thence  to  be 
expeded,  for  commonly  fome  part  of  the  Gold  re¬ 


mains  in  the  folution,  and  is  not  precipitated  •,  and 
which  way  this  may  be  feparated  from  the  Water 
is  not  known  to  all-  Therefore  it  is  better  to 
omit  this  Operation,  than  to  labour  and  be  at  charge 
to  no  purpofe :  For  redudion  of  this  Gold?  mixt 
with  the  folution,  experienced  men  are  required, 
which  will  do  all  things  with  judgment,  and  are  not 
contented  with  that  only  which  expofeth.  it  felf  to 
fight. 

Yet  I  do  not  in  any  wife  think  that  fuch  grada¬ 
tion  cannot  be  inftituted  without  profit.  If  we  can 
really  tranfmute  a  very  fmall  Particle  of  Iron  into 
Gold  or  Copper,  Why  may  we  not  alfo  do  the 
fame  in  a  greater  quantity  ?  It  is  our  faults  if  w^e 
do  it  not,  who  are  ignorant  how  to  ufe,  tightly  Salts 
of  gradation,  liifficiently  able  to  compleat  the  work* 
That  the  way  of  effeding  that  was  known  to  Earacel- 
fis,  I  doubl  not  y  yet  he  would  not  communicate  it 
to  the  ungrateful  World,  but  referred  the  divulgath 
on  thereof  to  the  coming  of  Elias  the  Artifi,  and  that 
not  without  Reafon.  I  doubt  not,  but  that  this  gra*- 
dation  may  be  performed  with  very  great  profit,  by 
hdpof  my  Sal  Mirabi/efor  Salt  of  Art yeti  cannot 
fubferibe  to  it  as  an  infallible  certainty.  I  have  other 
things  now  in  hand  to  fpeak  of;  My  Labours  and 
almoft  incredible  Charges  have  difeovered,  various  fe- 
erets,  which  I  publickly.  communicate  for  the  profit 
of  my  Neighbour-  Other  things  may  be  efieded  in 
time",  by  which  (  Darknefs  being  difeufied  )  Light 
may  be  given  to  the  World,  and  the  Miracles  of  the 
Omnipotent  G  O  D  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  all- 
d/ere  is'need  of  Labour. 

?  That  Gradation  of  Iron  may  be  made  by  the 
help  of  appropriate  falts?  fo  as  to  be  changed  into 
Copper,  Silver?  or  Gold,  our  Sal  Mirabile  plainly 
enough  declares,  whether  the  gradation  be  inftitu¬ 
ted  in  an  humid  way,  or  Cementation  made  in  the 
dry.  .  ' 

Now  it  remains,  that  wc  demonftrate?  that  fuch 
gradation  may* be  made  by  fpirits,  having  power  of 
perfeding  and  fixing?  fo  as  no  confumption  of  the 
Iron  be,  as  we. fee  done  in  the  addition  of  Aqua-fortis. 
It  is  fure  that  the  fame  gradation  which  Lax.arus 
Ercker  faid?  he  obferved  in  the  aforefaid  Mountains, 
is  of  like  condition  j  and  fince  we  poll'efs  fuch  Spi¬ 
rits,  we  alfo,  remote  from  Mountains?  may  effed  the 
fame.  I  cannot  believe  that  any  other  can  (if  he 
would  )  teach  us  the  way  of  preparing  fuch  fpirits, 
befides  Ellas  the  Artifi. 

In  what  relates  to  me,  I  fay,  that  this  gradation  of 
Iron  may  be  the  better  performed?  Copper,  Silver, 
and  Gold  muftfirftbe  reduced  into  Vitriol,  having 
power  to  effed  gradation?  and  that  indeed  by  the 
benefit  of  the  Salt  of  Art.  I  have  more  than  once,  by 
the  help  of  the  Salt  of  Arty ,  changed  filver  or  gold  in¬ 
to  a  green  Vitriol:  I  need  not  fpeak  of  Copper,  the 
mutation  of  which  is  far  more  eafie  ?  yet  the  other 
is  not  very  difficult?  and  indeed  in  an  humid  way-  For 
I  have  not  feldome  (  when  it  happened  that  the  Iron 
being  confumed,  my  labour  was  to  no  purpofe)  had 
one  end  of  an  Iron  Wier  changed  into  Copper?  and 
the  other  into  Gold.  If  time  will  permit,  for  my 
Friends  fake,  and  that  they  may  be  mindful  of  me?  I 
will  repeat  the  fame  labour.  But  the  principal 
thing?  which  infers  difficulty  in  this  Operation?  is  a 
too  great  corrofion  of  the  Iron  by  the  Vitriol. 

Note.  Befides  this?  there  are  other  things,  which 
caufe  difficulty,  and  fo  render  the  labour  invalid,  in 
the  dry  way  as  well  as  in  the  humid,  viz...  the  apt- 
nefs  of  GlalTes  to  break  in  the  humid  j  and  of  Cruci- 

N  n  n  bles 
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bles  in  the  dry  way  j  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
the  Sal  Mirabile  cannot  be  kept  in  them  a  due  time, 
but  runs  out- 

The  gradation  of  iron  into  gold,  in  what  way 
foever  made,  without  gold  can  very  difficultly  be  per= 
fefted;  andifaglafs  happen  to  break.  Who  ffiall  be 
able  to  gather  up  what  runs  out/  The  lofs  of  one 
gradation,  by  the  breaking  of  the  VelTel,  and  out¬ 
flowing  of  the  Liquor,  will  fcarcely  be  repaired  with 
5  or  6  other  gradations  compleated  without  lofs- 
Therefore  it  is  belfcto  defilt  fromfuch  Works- 

Ofthat  Operation,  which  is  performed  by  the  dry 
way,  the  reafonis  the  fame.  For  here  the  gold,which 
is  added  for  gradation,  is  almoft  all  loft,  without 
regard  to  the  breaking  of  Crucibles,  which  by  that 
means  cannot  contain  the  Salt  of  Art  its  due  time  : 
And  befides  all  this,  the  fubftance  of  the  Crucible  will 
imbibe  fome  of  it,  and  together  with  the*  fame  part 
of  the  Gold  ;  and,  Who  can  without  lofs  extraft  it 
thence  Yea,  we  ^ink  the  Crucibles  drink  in  a  grea¬ 
ter  quantity  of  the  gold,  than  we  acquire  by  the  gra¬ 
dation,  although  our  Work  fucceed  well-  By  Expe¬ 
dience  it  is  manifeft  to  me,  that  when  there  are  eight 
parts  of  Gold,  but  one  part  of  Iron  in  gradationis 
changed  into  Gold,  which  way  foever  the  Work  is 
performed.  What  will  it  avail  to  fpend  our  time  in 
perfefting  thofe  things,  the  event  of  which  is  very  un¬ 
certain  ?  This  is  the  reafon  why  very  many  with 
me  have  refuftd  this  profitable  Operation.  ■ 

We  confidering  the  poffibility  of  the  matter,  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  poflible  to  prevent  thofe  difficulties,  began 
to  labour,  but  to  no  purpofe,  a  great  while,  until  at 
length  it  pleafed  the  Higheft  Giver  of  all  Good  things 
to  hear  our  Prayers,  and  opened  to  us  the  way  of pre¬ 
paring  fuch  Glaftes,  as  falchough  not  luted,  are  able 
to  bear  the  veheraency  of  Fire  without  coating  •,  and 
Crucibles  alfo  we  know  how  to  harden  fo,  as  they 
will  continually  keep  Metals  in  Flux.  I  now  hope,  if 
GOD  hinder  not,  for  better  fuccefs. 

A  man  not  fearing  the  breaking  of  Glaftes  and  Cru¬ 
cibles,  might  perform  egregious  things,  this  way 
handling' Metals,  according  to  his  will  inftituting  gra¬ 
dations  and  fixations,  and  fo  reduce  Metals  to  due 
maturity,  even  as  the  fun,  by  continual  digeftion, 
ripeneth  Fruits  :  For  no  man,  if  he  fear  breaking  of 
his  Veftel,  and  lofs  of  his  matter,  is  able  to  keep  the 
fame  till  its  final  compleatment  inaGlafsor  Cruci¬ 
ble. 

By  the  benefit  of  either  of  thefe  inventions,  fuch 
things  may  be  effeded  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy,as 
before  were  impoftible  to  be  done. 

Yet  let  no  man  follicite  me  (  confidering  the  great 
labour  and  vaft  charge  I  have  expended  thereon)  to 
divulge  this  fecret.  Ncverthelefs,  that  it  may  not 
be  buried  with  me,  I  purpofe  to  communicate  that  to 
two  of  my  moft  loving  Friends,  adding  (befides  many 
other  Arcanums )  a  fuccind  Explanation  of  this  ft: 
cond  part  of  the  Miracle  of  the  World.  It  will  con¬ 
cern  thefe  men  to  ufe  the  fame  for  the  FJonour  of 
GOD,  and  good  of their  Neighbour.  I  did  not  this 
to  profit  our  felves,becauft  they  are  rich  enough  and  I 
live  contented  with  what  I  have,  but  only  that  the 
fuftentation  of  the  Poor  might  be  chiefly  regar¬ 
ded. 

Ivon  may  alfo  another  way  be  changed  into  Gold 


or  Copper,  'vt^.  by  the  help  of  fiery  fpirits,  which 
Salt-Petre  (the  Coufin- German  of  our  Salt  of  An) 
exhibits,  and  of  Which  I  have  very  plainly  difcourftd 
in  a  fpecial  Treatife,  not  yet  publifhed.  That  you 
may  fee  the  poffibility,  I  will  declare  the  matter  by 
example.  ^ 

Make  a  Fulmen  of  Tartar,  Sulphur,  and  Nitre 
mixt,tothisaddofthe  AZ/wr.?  (or  Ore)  of  Copper 
Silver,  or  Gold,  never  expofed  to  the  vehemency  of 
Fire,  but  ftill  endowed  with  its  own  Sulphur,  endow¬ 
ed  with  power  of  tinging  and  perfeding  Gradation 
an  eighth  part.  Put  ^  fs.  or  |  j-  of  the  mixture  in¬ 
to  a  Crucible  at  one  time,  and  ftt  this  Crucible  under 
the  Receiving  Veftels  of  our  fifth  Furnace,  and  with  a 
live  Coal  kindle  the  Fulmen,  and  then  the  Orifice  be¬ 
ing  well  clofed,  you  will  find'  and  obferve  the  Grada¬ 
tion  of  Iron  unto  Copper,  Gold,  or  Silver,  according 
to  the  diverfity  of  matter  added  to  the  Fulmen. 
Here  moft  commodioufly  maybe  ufed  Steel- Needles  • 
theft  I  have  often  drawn  out  of  a  Crucible,  wholly 
changed  into  Gold.  ^ 

Note-  He  who  intends  to  make  Gradation  with 
Gold,  muft  neceffarily  apply  Receivers,  in  which  he 
may  colled  the  volatile  Spirits  of  Gold.  If  a  man  be 
contented  with  a  very  fmall  quantity,  he  needs  not 
uft  Receivers,  afterward  (  being  firft  aftured  of  the 
certainty  of  the  Operation)  he  may  build  a  Furnace  fit 
for  it.  I  built  fuch  a  Furnace,  in  which  the  laft  Sum¬ 
mer,  for  my  Friends  fake,  I  performed  this  Opera* 
tion- 

Note.  If  a  fufficient  abundance  of  good  Metals 
be  wanting,  that  your  labour  may  not  be  in  vain,  it 
will  be  requifite  to  make  the  fame  fpiritual  with  Salt- 
Petre,  before  they  be,gdded  to  the  Fulmen.  If  you 
would  make  trial  of  graduating  into  Gold,  to  |  j.  of 
the  Fulmen,  you  may  add  3  j.  of  fulminating  Gold 
(precipitated  with  fpirit  of  Urine,  not  with  Lixiviam) 
and  your  endeavour  will  have  good  fuccefs,  if  you  pro¬ 
ceed  right. 

By  help  of  this  Fulmen,  all  Metals  may  be  changed 
into  Gold  or  Silver  ^  that  is,  the  true  Regal  Cement 
of  ancient  Philofophers,  which  they  alwaies  kept  fe- 
cret ;  only  Paracelfus,  in  his  Preface  to  the  Book  of 
Cements,  was  willing  to  make  fome  fmall  difcovery  i 
Tonmaji  ^^(faith  he)yo  much  regard  thelngredients  of  the 
Cement^  hat  the  way  of  cementing  is  only  to  be  confidered 
the  Fire  only ^  which  is  in  it^  muflbe  endowed  with  power 
of  fixing  and  graduating.  Yea,  in  his  Book  of  Vitriol 
he  almoft  fpeaks  the  fame. 

But  fome  one  may  fay ,  What  is  that  Regal  Ce* 
ment,  or  what  is  the  way  of  ufing  the  fame  ?  AI* 
though  this  hath  been  alwaies  kept  as  a  Secret,  yet 
I  in  thefe  laft  times  communicate  the  fame  to  All. 
There  is  indeed  no  Metal,  which  may  not  (evenwith- 
out  the  addition  of  any  other  thing  having  power  of 
perftcfting  Gradation)  by  the  help  of  this  only,  be 
turned  into  gold  5  as  in  our  work  offi  we  largely  Ihew. 
Yet  this  Operation  is  not  done  with  fo  great  profit, 
as  that  which  adds  Powders  perfedling  gradations 
to  the  Cement ;  neverthelefs  it  is  fufficient  to  file  w  the 
poffibility. 

But  that  the  Dodrine  of  Elias  the  Artijh  may  be 
more  manifeft  by  the  aforefaid  Paracelfus-,  we  thought 
good  here  to  fubjoin  his  own  words  at  large,  which 
take  as  follows. 
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THE  PREFACE. 


Slfice  thoH,  Sophifter,  with  foolijh  and  lying  Words^ 
hafi  reproached  me  in  all  places^  becanfe  1  was  horn 
in  Helvetia,  that  1  am  rude^  and  mderfiand  or 
know  nothing  ;  alfo^  that  being  one  Letter  more 
than  a  Thypcian^  I  rove  arid  wander  about  from  one  Regi-. 
on  to  another  :  Therefore  I  purpofc  in  this  fmall  Tremife 
■  to  dif cover  and  lay  open  to  the  World,  ignorant  and  unex- 

I  perienced  men  ^  alfo  that  in  thefirfi  u4ge  good  Arts  were 

■  in  being  •  and  what  your  Art  is  able  to  ejfeU  againji  mine 

and  mine  again fi  yours ^  and  what  is  to  be  judged  of  either^ 
j  and  how  Pofierity  in  the  Age  of  Grace  will  imitate  me. 

I  C onfider  Hermes,  Archelaus,  and  others  in  the  Firfi 

,  'Age,  what  Spagyrifts  they  were,  and  how  great  Philojo- 
phers.  That  they  were  fnch,  is  witnejfed  even  by  their 
I  Enemies,  who  are  thy  Patrons.  ( or  Idols  rather  at  this 
timej  O  Sdphifler.  But  if  this  had  not  been  tejlified  by 
I  your  Authentic k  Fathers  and  faljly- reputed  Saints  ;  yet 
I  the  ancient ‘SmardgdinQ-Tzble  difcovers  more  of  Art 
and  Experience  in  Medicine,  Alchymy,  Magick,  and 
other  like  Sciences,  than  can  ever  he  taught  by  you  and 
[  all  your  Tribe.  Jf  from  the  Precedent  you  do  not  yet  un~ 
i  derf  and  what,  and  how  great  Treafures  thefe  be^  tell  me 

why  no  Prince  or  King  was  able  to  fubjugate  the  Egypti¬ 
ans  ?  Then  why  did  Dioclefianf^e  Emperour  command 
all  Books  of  Chymijlry  (how  many  foever  they  were  he 
could  come  byj  to  be  burnt  ?  For  their  Books  being  de^ 
firoyed,  they  were  long  fince  compelled  to  bear  fuch  an  into¬ 
lerable  Poke,  as  will  in  time  fall  upon  the  neck  of  thee  and 
I  thy  Collegues,  0  Sophi  Her. 

In  this  Middle  Age  the  Monarchy  of  all  Arts  is  at  I 
length  derived  to  me ^  Theophraftus  Paracelfus,  Prince 
of  Philofophy  and  Medicine  ;  for  unto  this  am  1  chofen  by 
I  GOD,  ^  that  /  may  extinguifii  all  Phantafies  of  devifed, 

!  putatitious^  and  falfe  Works,  and  prefumptuous  Words, 

.  whether  they  be  the  Placets  of  Ariftotle,  Galen,  Avi- 
cen,  Mefue,  or  any  other  Follower  of  them.  And  my 


Theory  proceeding  from  the  Light  of  Nature,  Jhall  never 
fail  through  its  unconfiancy,  nor  be  changed,  but  be^in  to 
flour  ijh  in  the  f^th.  year  of  the  following  Age.  T (fin  the 
PraH ice  following,  it  Jhall  be  proved  by  admirable  and  in¬ 
credible  Signs,  Jo  as  it  jhall  be  openly  manifelt  to  Me- 
chanicks  and  the  Common  People,  how  conflant  and  unmo¬ 
ved  the  Paracellick  Art  flands  againf  the  Trifles  of 
Sophiflers  ;  in  the  mean  while  that  SophiflicI^  Art  hath 
need  of  Papal  and  Imperial  Privileges  ,  to  flrengthen 
and  uphold  its  Impertinencies.  But  whereas  1  am  by  thee, 
OSophifler, accounted  'a  Beggar  and  Vagabond,  the  Danube 
and  the  Rhine,  /  being  filent,  flail  anfwer  for  me  to  thee. 
Often  hath  thofe  impertinent  ly-devifed  Calumnies  of  thine 
againfl  me,  difpleafed  many  Princes 'and  Earls,  alfo  Im: 
perial  Cities,  Noblemen,  and  Knights  ;  for  I  have  a  Trea- 
fure  in  a  certain  City  of  Forum  Julij ,  called  Weiden, 
hid  in  the  Hofpital  there,  which  neither  thou  Leo  the 
Roman,  nor  thou  Charles  the  German,  with  all  your 
Subfiance,  are  able  to  purchaje.  Although  a  fignate  Star 
fell  upon  the  Arcanum  of  your  Names, yet  it  was  known  by 
none  but  the  Sons  of  the  Divine  Spagyrick  Art.  Where¬ 
fore  fince.,thou  V wminous  and  Low  fie  Sophi fler,jud(refi  the 
Monarch  of  Secrets  to  be  an  ignorant  Fool  and  prodigal 
Decoller ^  I  will  now,  inthe  tniddle  Age,  openly  difeover 
(as  an  honourable  profecution  of  thofe  things  I  have  ajfer- 
ted  j  the  K irtues  and  Preparation  of  that  TinSlure,  for 
the  profit  and  honour  of  the  Lovers  of  Truth,  and  that  the 
Contemners  of  true  Arts  may  be  reduced  to  Beggary.  The 
latter  Age  will  be  illufirated  and  honoured  with  this  Ar¬ 
canum,  as  the  Gift  of  GOD,  and  manifefi  Endowment  of 
the  true  Spirit,  fo  as  from  the  Beginning  of  the  World 
the  like  fprout  ofVnderfiandingand  Wifdom  was  fcarccly 
ever  heard  of.  In  the  mean  while,  Tice  flail  not  be  able 
to  fupprefs  the  Jufi,  nor  the  Riches  or  power  of  thofe  that 
are  evil,  be  any  Damage  to  the  Vpright. 
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I  Philip  Theophrafius  Paracelfus  Bombafi,  ^  fay, 
That  rafter  the  manifeftation  of  Divine  Grace) 
many  waies  to  the  Tinfture  of  natural  things, 
were  found  out,  which  did  all  finally  tend  to  the 
fame  fcope  and  end :  For  Hermes  TrtfmegijlHs  the 
Egyptian  kt^bovit  this  Work,  according  to  his  own 
Reafon.  Orns  the  Grecian  obferved  the  fame  Procefs. 
Hali  the  Arabian  perfifted  in  his  own  order  ^  but  AU 
bertns  Magnus  followed  a  Procefs  very  prolix.  Every 
one  of  thefe  proceeded  in  his  own  manner,  yet  they 
all  attained  to  one  and  the  fame  end  at  lall,  to 
long  Life,  and  an  honeft  fuftentation  and  Copferva- 
tion  of  the  fame  in  this  vale  of  miferies.  At  this  time, 

1  Theophrafius  Paracelfus  Bombafi^  Monarch  of  Secrets, 
am  endowed  with  peculiar  Gifts  of  GOD,  'viz,.  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  every  fearcher  of  this  high  natural 
Work  mult  needs  imitate  and  follow  me,  whether  he 
be  an  Italian^  Polonian,  French-man,  German,  or  what- 
foever  he  is,  and  wholbever  he  is.  Hither  mult  you 
all,  Philofophers,  Aftronomers,  and  Spagyrifts,  how 
high  foever  you  be,  come  after  me.  1  by  my  own 
immenfe  Labours,  will  (hew  and  open  to  you,  Alchy- 
mifts  and  Doftors,that  corporeal  Regeneration.  I 
will  teach  you  that  Tindlure,  Arcanum,  or  (^inte- 
fience,  in  which  the  Foundations  of  all  My  fteries  and 
Works  are  latent :  For  every  man  may  and  ought 
to  give  credit  to  another  in  thole  things  only, 
which  he  hath  experienced  by  Fire-  If  any  one, 
otherwife  than  by  this  experience,  offer  any  thing  in 
Chymiftry,  he  is  not  to  be  believed,  becaufe  the  true 
mult  be  feparated  -from  the  falfe  by  Experi¬ 
ence  in  Fire.  Affuredly  the  Light  of  Nature  was 
created  for  this  end,  viz.,  that  by  it  the  trial  or 
Proof  of  every  thing  fliould  appear-,  yet  to  thofe 
only  who  walk  in  that  Light.  With  this  Light  we 
lhall  be  taught  by  the  belt  demonltrations.  That  all 
thofe  who  ever  before  me  entred  this  fo  difficult  Pro¬ 
vince,  with  their  proper  phantafies  and  acute  fpecula- 
tions,  have  made  trial  to  their  own  hurt.  There¬ 
fore,  by  my  Foundation ,  many  Rulticks  have  been 
made  Noble-men  ^  but  on  the  contiary,  by  the  pu- 
tatiticus  and  opdnionative  Art  of  thofe  men?  of  No¬ 
bles,  many  have  been  tranfmuted  into  Rulticks  ^  be- 
caufe  they  could  bear  golden  _  Mountains  in  their 
Heads,  before  they  had  put  their  Hands  into  Coals. 
But  firff  are  to  be  learned  DigeBions,  Defiillations, 
Sublimations,  Reverberations,  Exprablions,  Solutions, 
Coagulations,  Fermentations,  Fixations,  and  every  In- 
llrument  requifite  for  this  Work)  is  to  be  known 


by  ufe,  as  GlalTes,  Cucurbits,  Circulatories,  VelTels 
of  Hermes,  Earthen  VelTels,  Balneuros,  Wind-Fur¬ 
naces,  Reverberatories,  and  other  fuch-like;,  as  alfo  ‘ 
a  Marble,  Mortars,  and  Coals ;  fo  may  yon  at  length 
proceed  in  Alchymy  and  Medicine. 

But  as  long  as  you  by  Phantafid  'and  Opinion  ad* 
here  to  your  Fiditious  IBooks,  you  will  be  apt  for, 
and  predeftinated  to  ncme  of  thefe. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Definition  of  the  Suhje^  and  Matter  of 
the  Tindture  of  Natural  Things. 


Be  fore  I  come  to  the  Procefs  of  the  Tindure,  it 
is  convenient  I  Ihould  difcover  to  you  the  Sub- 
jed  thereof ;  for  this  was  alwaies  kept  fecret  (with 
a  peculiar  concealment )  by  the  Lovers  of  Verity. 
Therefore  the  matter  of  the  Tindure  ( here  you 
muff  underltand  mein  a  Spagyrick  fence)  is  a  certain 
thing,  which  from  three  palTeth  into,  or  remains  in 
oneEffence,  by  the  Art  of  Vulcan.  But  that  I  may 
lignifie  the  fame  to  you  by  its  Name  j  according  to 
ancient  ufe,  it  is  by  many  called  the  Red-Lion,  but 
by  few  known.  This,  by  the  help  of  Nature,  and  the 
Art  of  the  Artill)  may  be  tranfmuted  into  a  white 
Eagle,  and  of  one  two  be  made  ;  yet  then  the  golden 
fplendour  fhines  not  fo  much  to  the  Artilt,  for  they 
two  kept  in  one  Ihine  more.  Now,  if  you  under- 
ftand  not  the  ufe  of  Caballifts  and  ancient  Aftrono¬ 
mers,  thou  art  not  born  of  GOD  for  the  Spagyrick^ 
Art,  nor  by  Nature  chofen  for  the  Vulcanitfi  IVork, 
nor  created  to  open  thy  mouth  in  Alchymifikk^Arts. 
Therefore ,  the  matter  of  the  Tindure  is  a  very 
rich  Pearl,  and  a  moll  precious  Treafure>  and  the 
nobleft  thing  (next  to  the  manifeftation  of  the  moll 
High)  and  moft  worthy  of  humane  confideration, 
that  can  be  in  the  earth.  This  is  the  LI  LI  of  AL 
chymy  and  Medicine,  which  Philofophers  have  fo  dili¬ 
gently  fought,  but  through,  defed  of  intire  know¬ 
ledge,  and  perfed  Preparation,  they  attained  not  to 
the  perfed  end  thereof.  By  their  Searchesand  Ex¬ 
periences,  a  Beginning  only  of  the  Tindure  is  given 
to  us ;  but  the  true  Foundation  which  my  Collegues 

ftiould 
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iMdl^itate,  waTleft  to  me *,  wherefore  no  man 
muft  mix  his  Vizors  with  our  Intentions.  I,  atter 
rav  Ions  Experiences,  defervedly  corred  Spagynfts 
and  feparate  the  faife  or  erroneous  from  the  true, 
bavins  by  continual  Searches  found  out  thofe  things, 
by  reafon  of  which  I  may  juftly  reprehend  and  alter 
many  anddiverfe  things.  Yet  had  I  found  the  Ex¬ 
periments  of  the  Ancients  more  excellent  than  my 
own,  I  would  not  have  fuftained  lb  great  Labours, 
as  I  willingly  undertook  for  the  fak^profit,  and  ho- 
rourofallgood  Alchymifts,  d-f.  Therefore,  fince 

thefiibieft  of  the  Tinaure  is  fo  Cifficiently  decla, 
red.  as  a  more  faithful  difcovery  cannot,  nor  mull 
be  made  between  two  Brothers,  1  will  enter  upon  the 
Preparation  thereof;  and  after  I  have  pohted  the 
Experiences  of  the  Fitft  Age,  I  will  alfo  add  my 
own  Inventions,  unto  which,  m  time  to  come,  the 
Aae  of  Grace  will  adhere,  whomfoever  thou  (  So- 
rh%r  )  from  thy  own  Philofophyin  the  mean  while 
Ihaltconllitute  Patriarchs  or  Principals. 


Seed  in  the  Earth)  for  its  due  time  ^  becaufe  be¬ 
fore  this  Corruption,  nothing  could  of  it  be  pro¬ 
duced,  nor  any  Arcanum  difcover  it  felf  j  and  after 
putrefaftion,  they  abftraded  the  humid  fpirits from 
the  matter,  until  by  the  force  of  Fire  they  were 
dried  and  fublinied ;  that  this  way  ( no  otherwife 
than  as  the'  Husband- man  waits  on  the  Seafons  of 
the  year)  the  faid  fpirits  might  come  to  maturi¬ 
ty,  as  one  thing  is  wont  to  rife  and  fall  after  ano¬ 
ther-  And  laftly,  as  after  Spring  the  Summer  ap¬ 
pears,  they  incorporated  thofe  Fruits  and  dry  Spi¬ 
rits,  and  brought  the  Magiftery  of  the  Tindure  fo 
far,  until  it  fiiould  come  to  its  Harveft,  and  difpofe 
it  felf  to  ripenefs. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Vrocefs  of  preparing  the  Tinffure  of  Nti' 
rural  Things,  abbreviated  by  Paracelfus. 


I 
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CHAP.  III.  - 

Of  the  Procefs  of  the  Ancients  in  preparing  the 
^  Ttn^ure  ;  and  of  a  more  fhort  way  found  out 
by  Paracelfus. 

ANcient  Spagyri^s  putrefied  Lill  for  a  Philofo- 
phick  Month,  and  then  deftilled  from  it  the 
humid  Spirits,  fo  long  as  until  the  dry  were  eleva¬ 
ted  *  The  Caput  Mortuum  they  again  imbibed  with 
the  humid  Spirits,  and  from  it,  by  deftillation,  ^  often 
abftraded  them  ,  and  continued  this  Operation  lo 
long,  as  until  the  dry  Spirits  were  wholly  eleva¬ 
ted  Then  they  united  the  abftraded  humours  and 
dry  fpirits  by  a  Pellican  together,  3  4  times,  until 

all  the  Lili  remained  dry  in  the  bottom- 

Although  the  firfl  Experience  followed  this  Pro- 
cefs  before  fixation,  neverthelefs  our  Anceftors  of¬ 
ten  obtained  their  wifhed  end  perfedly.  But  they 
would  have  had  a  more  fliort  way  of  coming  to 
the  Red- Lyon's,  Treafure,  if  they  had  learned  the 
Concordancy  of  Aftronomy  with  Alchymy,  as  I  have 
demonftrated  it  in  the  Apocalyps  of  Hermes.  Yet 
lince  every  day  (as  Chrift  fpake  for  the  comfort  of 
the  faithful )  hath  its  proper  Care,  the  Labour  of 
Spaffyrijis  before  me  was  vaft  and  great,  which  now 
by  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  aflifting,  will  be  eafed  and 
lightned  by  my  Theory  and  Pradice,  and  declared 
to  all  thofe,  who  abide  conftant  in  their  Labours 
with  patience ;  for  I  am  experienced  in  the  Pro¬ 
perty  of  Nature,  and  know  the  Efiences  and  Con¬ 
ditions  thereof,  and  the  conjundion  as  well  as  tefo- 
lution  of  thi  fame.  Which  is  the  higheft  and 
greateft  thing  in  Nature,  never  yet  known  to  So- 

phiflers-  . 

When  the  firfl  Age  had  the  firfl  Experience  of 
the  Tindure,  Spagyrifts  of  one  fimple  made  two ; 
but  afterward,  when  in  the  middle  Age  that  Inven¬ 
tion  was  loft,  their  Succeffors,  by  diligent  fearch, 
at  length  happened  on  the  two  names  of  that  fim¬ 
ple,  and  with  one  denomination  called  it  Lili,  as 
the  fubjed  of  the  Tindure :  Then  the  Imitators  of 
Nature  putrefied  this  matter  (no  otherwife  than  as 


ANcient  Spagyrifis  would  not  have  undergone  fd 
prolix  a  Labour,  and  made  fuch  tedious  Reite» 
ations ,  if  they  had  learned  their  Work  from  my 
)chool,  and  in  their  labour  followed  the  Rules  of 
;he  fame,  but  would  full  as  well  have  obtained 
lieir  end  with  much  lefs  Labour  and  Charge.  At 
:his  time,  in  which  Theophrafius  Paracelfus^  the  Mo- 
larch  of  Secrets,  comes,  is  the  Seafon  of  Invention, 
which  was  hid  from  all  Spagyrifts  before  me. 
Wherefore  I  only  fay  •,  Take  the  Blood  of  a  Ro¬ 
de  colour  from  the  Lyon,  and  the  Gluten  from  the 
Eagle,  which,  after  you  have  joined  them  together, 
:oagulate  according  to  the  old  Procefs.  Thus  yon 
will  have  the  Tindure  of  Philofophers,  which  in- 
dnite  men  have  fought,  but  very  few  found 
Whether  ’thou  wilt  or  no,  Sophifter,  this  Magi¬ 
ftery  is  in  Nature,'  and  is  a  wondrous  _  Work  of 
GOD  above  Nature,  and  the  moft  precious  Trea- 
fure  in  this  Vale  of  Miferies.  If  you  confider  ic 
externally,  it  appears  to  be  that  which  tranfmutes 
fome  vile  thing  into  another  much  more  noble  than 
it  was  before-  Yet  that  Miracle  is  produced  by  a 
Spagyrift,  becaufe  he  had  patience ,  and  was  not 
weary,  and  by  the  Art  of  his  Preparation  did  corrupt 
the  vile  extrinfecal  Body,  and  from  thence  raifed 
up  another  and  moft  precious  Eflence-  If  thou 
haft  learned,  or  knoweft  any  like  thing  by  the  light 
of  Artfiotle,  or  from  the  Rules  of  Serapio,  produce 
it  here,  and  bring  it  to  light  by  experience.  Now 
keep  the  Law  of  the  Schools,  as  becomes  a  Lover  of 
Honour,  and  a  Dodor.  But  if  thou  knoweft  no¬ 
thing,  or  art  able  to  do  nothing.  Why  doll  thou  con¬ 
temn  rae,as  an  irr^tionalHelvetian  Calf, and  accufe  me 
to  be  a  Vagabond- Circulator  ?  Art  is  another  Na¬ 
ture,  and  a  peculiar  World,  as  Experience  wiweffeth 
and  demonftrates  againft  thee  and  thy  Idols.  There¬ 
fore  the  Alchymift  fometimes  compounds  certam 
Simples,  which  he  afterwards,  according  to  his  ne- 
ceftity,  corrupts,  and  thence  prepares  another  thing. 
For  fo,  very  often  of  many,  one  .  thing  at  length 
made  which  effeds  more  than  Nature  per  fe  is  able 
do’;  as  is  fufficiently  manifeft  in  6«/«,  where 
ofS«lar« is  made;  inCar,»ifea,of  Lma, 

and  in 
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Tranfruucations  of  Natural  things  (fufficiently  known 
to  Magicians  )  which  bring  greater  wonders  to  Light 
than  O  md  fpeaks  of  in  his  Metamor^hofis. 

Rut  tha'-  vou  may  rightly  underltand  me,  feek  your 
Lion  in  the  One«r/and^your  Eagle  toward  the  Sonth, 
which  are  to  be  alTumed  for  this  Work-  You  can¬ 
not  find  better  Inftruments  than  Hungary ‘a.xid.  Hifiria 
produce.  But  if  you  would  deduce  that  from  Unity, 
through  Duality  into  Trinity,  with  an  equal  permu¬ 
tation  of  either,  then  you  mult  di red  your  Journey 
towards  the  South^  for  in  Cyprus  thou  canft  not  ob¬ 
tain  all  thou  defireft  ,  yet  here  we  muft  difcourfe  no 
farther  than  at  prefent  we  have  declared-  Of  thefe 
Arcanums-,  which  exhibit  tranfmutations  ?  there  are 
many  more,  although  known  by  few  i  and  Ihould 
they  by  the  Lord  GOD  be  manifefted  to  any  one, 
the  rumour  of  this  Art  would  not  therefore  pre: 
fently  break  forth,  but  the  Omnipotent,  together 
with  it,  would  give  underftanding  to  conceal  thefe 
and  other  things,  until  the  Coming  oi  Elias  the  Ar- 
tifii  in  which  time  npthing  Ihall  be  fo  hid,  as  not  to 
be  revealed-  You  very  clearly  fee  (although  there 
is  no  need  tofpeakof  this  here,  which  may  by  fome 
be  taken  in  derifion )  in  the  fire  of  fulphur,  is  a  great 
Tindure  of  Gemms^  which  indeed  exalts  them  more 
fublimely  than  Nature  per  fe  is  able  to  do.  But  this 
Gradation  of  Metals  and  Gemms  muft  in  this  place 
be  omitted  by  me,  becaufe  I  have  very  fufficiently 
writ  thereof  in  m'j  Secrets  of  Secrets,  in  The  Book,  of 
Vexations  of  Alchymf:s^  and  in  other  places.  As  I 
have  begun  our  Anceftors  Procefs  of  the  TinSiure 
of  Natural  Things^  fo  I  will  perfedly  conclude  the 
fame. 


f 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

Of  the  Conclufion  of  the  Procefs  of  the  Ancients^ 
made  by  Paracellus» 

i 

LAftly,  the  ancient  Spagyrifis,  by  a  certain  order¬ 
ly  augmentation  of  Fire,  long  continued,  fixed 
their  pellicanate  and  dry  Eili^  until  from  blacknefs, 
through  a  change  of  all  colours,  it  became  red  as 
Blood,  and  with  its  colour  had  put  on  the  conditi¬ 
on  of  a  Salamander.  Rightly  indeed  did  they  pro¬ 
ceed  in  fuch  a  Labour  ^  and  it  is  equal  and  fit,  that 
every  man,  who  would  compafs  this  Pearl,  ffiould 
proceed  after  the  fame  manner.  To  declare  this 
more  clearly  to  thee,  would  be  very  difficult  for 
me,  if  you  have  not  in  the  fchool  of  Alchymifts 
learned  to  obferve  the  degrees  of  Fire,  andalfoto 
change  your  Veffels.  If  you  have  done  this,  then 
you  will  fee,  that  as  foon  as  your  AzA'  ffiall  be  made 
hot  in  the  Phyfical  Egg,  it  will  with  wonderful  ap¬ 
paritions  become  blacker  than  a  Crow,  afterward, 
in  fficcefs  of  time,  whiter  than  a  Swan  ;  and  laft- 
]y,paffing  through  yellownefs,  become  more  red  than 
any  blood-  Seek.,  (faith  the  firft  Spagyrift)W 
you  jh  all  find^kncck^andJt  ft  all  he  opened  unto  you.  It 
would  be*  an  irapioils  and  uncomely  thing  to  put 
Meat  into  the  mouth  of  fo  perfidious  a  Bird.  He 
ffiould  rather  be  fuffered  to  ffie  out,  as-  I,  and  all 
others  before  me  were  compelled  to  do.  There¬ 
fore  follow  the  true  Art*,  for  this, will  lead  thee 
to  the  perfect  knowledge  of  That.  There  is  no 


reafon  to  fet  down  any  thing  here  more  amply  or 
clearly  than  I  have  already  done  j  let  thy  PharG 
faick^  Schools  teach  thee  what  they  will,  from  their 
own  unftable  and  tottering  Foundation,  it  will  not 
reach  their  end  or  fcope  *,  but  after  you  ffiall,  as  ac¬ 
curately  as  is  poffible,  have  learned  Alchymiftick 
Induftry,  nothing  then  in  the  nature  of  things  will 
be  fo  difficult,  but  it,  by  help  of  this  Art,  may 
be  manifeft  to  thee.  Indeed,  Nature  her  felf  brings 
forth  nothing  to  light,  which  is  brought  to  its  high- 
eft  perfeftion  *,  as  in  this  place  may  be  feen  by  the 
Unity  or  Union  of  our  Duality  ;  but  Man  ffiould,  by 
Spagyrick  preparations,  deduce  it  to  that,  unto  which 
it  was  ordained  by  Nature. 

Thus  far  have  I  faid  enough  of  the  Procefs  of 
the  Ancients,  and  of  my  correftion  of  The  TinEture 
of  Natural  Things^  as  to  its  preparation. 

Now,  we  having  this  Treafure  of  the  Egyptians  in 
our  hands,  it  concerns  us  to  convert  the  fame  to  our 
profit,  which  is  two-foldly  offered  to  us  from  this 
Spagyrick  Magiftery.  In  the  firft  way,  how  it  may 
be  applied  for  Renovation  of  tne  body  ;  in  the  fe- 
cond,  how  it  is  *.o  be  ufed  for  Tranfmutation  of 
Metals  :  Therefore,  fince  I  Theophraflis  Paracel  jus 
am  experienced  in  both  diverfly  (according  as  the 
figns  of  the  Work,  both  in  experience  and  proof, 
have  appeared  better  and  more  perfedly  to  me 
than  any  other)  I  will  deferibe  and  propofe  the 
fame. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  by  TrofePlion 
of  the  Medicine. 

IF  the  Tindure  of  Naturalifts  be  to  be  ufed 
in  Tranfmutation,  one  pound  of  it  is  firft  to  be 
projeded  upon  a  thoufand  pounds  of  ©  in  Flux  ^ 
then  your  Medicine  will  be  prepared  for  tranfmuting 
the  Leprous  humour  of  Metals.  This  is  a  wonder^ 
ful  Work  in  the  Light  of  Nature,  wz,.  that  by 
this  Spagyrick  Magiftpry  or  Operation,  that  which 
before  was  fuch.a  .Metal,  ffiould  periffi,  and  become 
another  Metal.  £ renders  Ariftotle,  with  his 
evilly-founded, i'l^ofophy,  a  Fool  :  The  Country¬ 
men  in  calling  Iron  for  a  convenient  time 

into  a  certain  Fountain  called  Zipferhrunnen,  find 
it  confumed  into  a  Ferrugo  (or  Iron  feurf)  which 
melted  in  a  ftrong  Fire  with  Bellows,  is  prefently 
pure  Copper,  which  never  more  returns  into  Iron. 
Likewife,  in  the  Mountain  Kuttenkrg  (as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  called)  they  ftrein  a  Lixivium  from  Marca- 
fites,  in  which  Iron  is  prefently  changed  into  the 
beft  Copper,  highly  gradated,  and  mire  malleable 
than  other  natural  Copper.  Thefe,  and  many  fuch 
like,  are  better  known  to  fimple  men  than  to  So- 
phifters,  for  thefe  men  tranfmute  one  fpecies  into 
another  ;  yet  thefe  Arts  remain  for  the  moft  part 
abfeonded,  by  reafon  of  the  notable  contempt  of 
Ignorant  men,  and  alfo  partly  by  reafon  of  the  juft 
Envy  of  Artificers.  In  Jfiria  I  have  often  brought  \ 
Venus  beyond  the  24  (^alias  38 j  degrees,  fo  as  the 
colour  of  Sol  could  not  afeend  higher,  and  it  was 
conftant  in  Antimony,  or  in  the  Quartal  Examen ; 
this  indeed  I  ufed  in  all  Cafes,  as  the  other-  , 
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Although  ancient  Artifts  were  earneftly  defirous  of 
this  Arcanum^  and  fought  the  fame  with  very  great 
diligence)  yet  very  few  could  after  perfed  Preparati¬ 
on  deduce  it  to  its  end.  For  the  Tranfmutation  of  a 
'  Minor-Metal  into  a  better?  brings  with  it  many  diffi-- 
culcies  and  hinderances  ;  as  when  Tin  is  to  be  tranf- 
niuted  into  Silver,  or  Copper  into  Gold.  Perha|is 
god  will  have  the  Magnalia  of  Nature  hid  from 
j  many  Men,  by  reafdn  of  their  Sins.  For  fometimes 
I  it  hath  happened,  that  when  this  Tindure  hath  been 
i  prepared  by  Artills,  and  they  could  not  bring  Proje- 

i  dion  to  effect,  that  the  farae_  (through  their  negled 

and  careleffnefs  in  keeping  of  it)  hath  been  devoured 
by  Hens,  whofe  Feathers  afterward  fell  off,  and  grew 
I  new  again,  asimyfelf  havefeen.  This  way,  by  a- 
I  bufe,  through  negligence  of  Artifts,  cameTranfmu- 
'  cation  into  Medicine  and  Alchymy.  For  when  they 
I  could  not  ufe  that  Tindure  according  to  their  own  de- 
!  iire,  they  converted  the  fame  to  Renovate  Men,  as 
I  you  lliall  hear  more  at  large  in  the  following  Chap- 
i  ter- 

I 


i 

I 

I  CHAP.  VIL 


Of  the  Renovation  of  Men, 


Some  of  the  firfl:  and  ancient  Phyficians  in 

by  this  Tindure,  lived  150  years.  Alfo  the 
Life  of  many  was  produced  and  prolonged  for  feveral 
Ages,  according  as  we  find  it  clearly  recorded  in  di= 
vers  Hiftories,  which  feems  a  thing  almofl;  incredible. 
For  its  Virtue  is  fo  admirable,  as  it  extends  the 
ftrength  and  vigour  of  the  Body  further  than  is  pofli- 
ble  by  Nature,  and  Conferves  it  in  that  degree  fo 
firmly,  as  it  lives  fafe  from  all  Infirmities.  And  al¬ 
though  it  be  grown  aged,  yet  it  appears  as  in  a  youth¬ 
ful  Conftitution.  '• 

Therefore  this  Tindure  is  an  Univerfal  Medicine, 
i  like  an  invifible  Fire  confuming  all  Difeafes,  howfoe- 
ver  they  are  predominant.  Its  Dofe  is  very  fmall,  but 
the  Operation  of  it  moll  potent.  With  it,  by  me, 
the  Leprofie,  Venereal  Lues,  Dropfie,  Epilepfie, 
Colick,  Rofy-drop,  f  Gutta.  Rof^ea  3  and  like  Di¬ 
feafes,  have  been  cured  and  healea;  alfo,  the  Wolf, 
Cancer,  Noli  me  tangere^  Fiftula’s,  and  other  internal 
Difeafes,  more  certainly,  than  can  be  believed  \  of 
which  Franccy  Italy ^  Poloniay  Bohemiaydcc. 

will  give  a  Teftimony  large  enough. 

I  Now,  thou  Sophiller,  behold  Theophrafius  Paracel- 
j  and  confider  how  your  AyolloyMachaon^  and  Hif- 

I  pocrates^  natural  Phyficians,  fought  this  Tindure  for 
I  refilling  Difeafes,  becaufe  all  Phyficians  aim  at  long 
Life,  and  by-fhis  Univerfal,  they,  for  the  moll  part, 
j  obtained  it,  and  that  very  efficacioufly  •,  and  accord- 

I  ing  to  their  own  Arbitriment,  named  it  the  Tindure 

I  of  Naturaiills.  For  in  all  Medicine,  what  can  be 

I  greater,  than  fuch  a  cleanfing  of  the  Body,  by  which 

i  every  Superfluity  in  it,  is  totally  eradicated,  and 

I  tranimuted  ?  The  Seed  being  found,  all  things  are 

I  pcrfecT-  What  profits  the  evilly  founded  purgation 

I  of  Sophillers,  fince  it  removes  nothing  of  that,  which 

i  Ihould  be  taken  away?  Wherefore  the  moll  excel¬ 

lent  Foundation  of  a  true  Phyfician  is.  Regeneration 
of  Nature,  and  Relloration  of  Youth ;  Then,  that 
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new  Effence,  expels  all  whatfoever  is  adverfe  to  its 
felf.  For  this  Regeneration,  the  Powers  and  Virtues 
of  the  Tindure  of  Naturaiills  were  llrangely  found 
out,  and  until  our  time  ufed  by  true  Spagyrills,  and 
abfeonded  as  a  Secret. 


OfFITP^lOL. 

N  Ature  generates  a  Salt,  called  Htrio!.  This  is  a 
peculiar  kind  feparated  from  all  other  Salts, 
pofleffing  alfo  Virtues  different  from  them.  Its  Vir¬ 
tues  are  fo  many,  and  fo  famous,  as  of  right  they 
ought  to  be  deferibed  in  this  Book.  For,  a  perfed 
Cure  of  the  Jaundice  is  latent  in  Vitriol,  alfo  of  the 
Gravel  and  Stone  in  the  Reins  or  Bladder,  of  all  Fea- 
vers,  Worms,  Falling- ficknefs,  &c.  AndinConllb 
pations  of  the  Body,  it  is  a  famous  Deopilative :  Irt 
the  mean  while  of  other  Virtues  in  this  Chapter  to  be 
mentioned,  I  here  am  filent.  The  Defeription  of  this 
is  to  be  direded  both  to  Medicine  and  Alchymy.  For 
in  Medicine,  it  is  an  excellent  Remedy  in  Alchymy 
it  is  profitable  for  many  other  things.  But  the  Art 
confifts  in  the  Preparation  of  Vitriol  for  Medicine 
and  Alchymy-  For  Vitriol  crude,  is  no  fuch  thing. 
It  is  like  Wood,  of  which  all  things  may  be  made. 
It  is  profitable  for  Medicine  of  the  Body ;  it  profits  al¬ 
fo  in  Chirurgery,  or  External  Difeafes,  as  the  Pfora, 
Tetter,  Hereditary  Leprofie,  and  others;  where  all 
other  Remedies  are  inefffdual,  and  as  it  were  dead  to 
the  Difeafe.  Vitriol  affaults  Difeafes  of  this  kind 
powerfully,  and  cures  them  fundamentally.  There¬ 
fore  the  true  Preparation  of  Vitriol  is  in  a  fpecial 
manner  to  be  known  by  Phyficians.  For  its  Virtues 
when  crude  are  other,  than  when  diffolved^  and  c- 
ther  when  calcined, than  when  converted  into  a  green, 
red,  or  white  clear  Oyl.  This  is  the  condition  of  it, 
that  as  often  as  it  is  reduced  into  another  form,  fo 
often  it  is  made  a  peculiar  Arcanum. 

This  confounds  all  Apothecaries,  and  Writers, 
both  Italians  and  Germans.  For  this  part  is  fuch,  as 
it  alone /Jer  fe  can  fill  a  fourth  part  of  all  their  Shops, 
and  cure  Difeafes  proportionally.  This  being  pre- 
fent,  there  is  no  need  of  fo  many  Boxes,  Pots,  Glaf- 
fes,  &c.  fet  all  of  a  row,  and  difpofed  in  order  in 
Shops.  It  concerns  a  Phyfician,  not  to  take  care  for 
fo  many  Boxes,  and  Beyo,nd--Sea  Medicines,  but  to  be 
circumfpedt,  provident,  and  wife  as  a  Virgin  ;  fince 
in  fuch  numbers  of  VelTefi?  adulterate  Remedies  are 
for  the  moll  part  contained.  If  he  ufe  the  aforefaid 
circumfpedion,  at  his  owii  doors  he  will  find  more 
choice  Remedies,  againll  all  Difeafes,  than  India^ 
Egypty  Barbary^  or  can  afford. 

Let  every  Phyfician  follow  this  Bafis,  for  it  is  now 
known  even  to  plain  Country-men,  that  meer  Frauds 
are  contained  in  thofe  Boxes  :  Which,  as  they  are  for 
the  moll  part  of  Wood,  fo  are  they  that  ufe  them 
Wooden  Doctors  and  Apothecaries :  But  like  with 
like  do  very  well  agree. 


Of 


23^  The  Second  Part  of  Parti. 


Of  the  Species  of  Vitriol. 


THere  are  many  Species  of  Vitriol?  for  they  vary 
according  to  the  Pits  out  of  which  they  are  ta¬ 
ken.  The  common  Probation  of  this  is,  as  Coperas 
is  proved  upon  Iron,  but  this  is  not  true.  The  Ge-- 
nuine  Probation  is,  that  it  be  ufed  crude  againft  the 
Worms,  in  thali  manner  as  we  will  now  explain  j  and 
accordingly  as  it  expels  Worms,  fo  is  it  more  or  lefs 
excellent  in  Medicine.  In  Alchymy, another  Probati¬ 
on  by  Cuprolity.is  more  available  •,  yet  it  may  aifo  be 
thus  proved.  If  Vitriol  change  Iron  into  Copper,  and 
that  fpeedily,  and  the  fame  be  perfectly  well  grada¬ 
ted  and  foft  under  the  Hammer,  then  is  that  Vitriol 
bell  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy-  For  there  is  a  Con- 
iunftion  of  Iron  and  Vitriol,  where  of  Iron  it  makes 
Copper  good  and  excellent.  Of  the  beft  Vitriol  the 
belt  Copper  is  made.  Let  no  man  wonder,  that  Cop¬ 
per  can  be  made  of  Iron  by  Vitriol  3  for  there  is  alfo 
this  virtue  in  Nature,  'oiz.,  that  the  Water  of  Borax 
makes  Quick-filver  of  Lead.  Alfo  experience  teach- 
eth  that  CachymirPs  tranfmute  all  Metals  into  other, 
no  otherwife  than  as  Vitriol  changeth  Iron  into 
Copper.  Nor  is  Vitriol,  only  the  tranlmuter  of 
one  Metal  into  another, but  there  are  alfo  other  things, 
which  have  like  effcdt  upon  all  Metals.  Thereafon 
■why  we  know  not  them  all,  is,  becaufe  Sophifters 
pervert  Arts  for  their  private  benefit,  ufing  them  on* 
ly  to  fuppiy  their  Purfe  and  Kitchin.  , 

In  Hungary  is  ai  River  proceeding  from  Vitriol,  or 
ver  fe  confifting  of  Vitriol,  not  coagulated  into  Cry- 
flals.  If  Iron  be  put  therein,  and  left  for  its  due 
time,  it  turns  to  a  Rubigo,  orRuft.  If  that  Rufl;  be 
melted  by  a  WindTurnace,  it  is  prefently  made  pure 
andconftant  Copper,  not  convertible  into  its  own 
Nature  of  Iron-  There  are  infinite  Mines  of  Vitriol 
found  throughout  Germany^  all  which  cannot  be  de* 
fcribed  apar  t.  Yet  the  aforefaid  Probations  are  to 
be  ufed  both  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy.  There  is  be- 
fidesthefe  another  Probation  (not  profitable  in  Medi* 
cine,  but  in  Alchymy  only )  ^  and  that  is  i  If  the  Col- 
cothar  of  Vitriol  do  from  it  felf  by  Fire,  give  or 
yield  Copper.  If  it  give  Copper,  then  in  Mydicine 
it  is  weak,  but  in  Alchymy  ftrong  Vitriol.  Likewife 
tl'.e  Colours  of  Vitriol  are  to  be  dbferved :  That  which 
is  all  over  blue,  mixed  with  no  other  Colour,  is  not 
fo  good  in  Medicine,  as  that  Vitriol,  which  is  (as  it 
.were)  parted,  and  all  over  filled  with  red  and  yellow 
Lines  and  Veins.  What  in  the  Air  inclines  to  white- 
nefs,  is  efficacious,  and  fit  for  the  green  and  white 
Oyl  of  Vitriol :  what  tur  ns  to  a  rednefs  and  yellow- 
nefs  is  more  excellent  for  the  red  Oyl.  ^  There  needs 
TO  more  to  be  faid  touching  the  Species  of  Vitriol, 
than  what  is  fuggefled  by  Probation-,  which_ every 
Phyfician  and  Alchymift  Ihould  make,  according  to 
the  ufe  he  intends  it  for.  Laftly,  this  Probation  is 
never  fallacious.  If  mixed  with  Galls,  or  Oak- 
Apples,  it  makes  good  Ink,  then  it  may  be  ufed  in  all 
Cafes ;  But  if  it  maketh  an  aqueous,  or  waterilh  Ink, 
that  needeth  many  additions,  it  is  not  fo  good. 


Of  the  Virtues  of  Vitriol  in  Medicine',  frfi^ 
of  it  Crude^  and  its  Colcothar. 

IN  explaining  the  virtues  of  Vitriol,  I  will  firft 
fpeakof  the  virtues  of  it  Crude,  and  of  its  Col¬ 
cothar.  Therefore,  know  ye,  Vitriol  is  a  famous 
Purgation,  in  grievous  and  difficult  Difeafes  of  the 
Stomach.  For  it  fometimes  happens,  that  the  Sto¬ 
mach  is  diftempered  by  Meats  and  Drinks,  and  falls 
into  a  Diuturna!  Difeafe,  which  continues  unto  death, 
and  by  depraved  Meats  and  Drinks,  it  often  comes  to 
pafs,that  the  Sick  are  either  contradted  in  their  Mem* 
bers,  or  die. 

Alfo  among  Souldiers,  through  Immoderation,  is 
frequently  happens,  that  burning  Feavers,  Dyfen- 
teries,  and  other  Difeafes  arife-  In  all  thefe  Evils, 
the  higheft,  and  moft  excellent  Remedy  is  a  Purga* 
tion  by  Vitriol,  which  rightly  and  Allegorically  is 
called  Grylltim.  Its  Dofe  is  as  much  as  you  can  take 
up  at  fix  times  upon  the  point  of  a  Knife.  If  that  O- 
peratenot,  repeat  the  fame  Dofe,  and  if  not  this 
Dofe  neither,  give  it  a  third  time,  and  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient.  To  the  Weak,  give  it  in  Wine  or  Watery 
but  to  a  ftrong  Man,  that  is  not  eafily  Laxative,  in  rich 
Wine.  It  fb  exhibited,  will  throughly  purge  upwards 
and  down  wards.  Indeed  Hellebore,  both  the  Spur¬ 
ges,  Coloquintida,  <^c.  do  farnoufly  purge  alfo  ^  yet 
not  w  ith  virtues  equal  to  V  itriol.  The  Reafon  of 
this  is,  becaufe  in  V  itriol  is  a  certain  fowrenefs,  which 
hath  a  conjoined  Sharpnefs,  Acrimony,  and  Deter- 
fion  3  by  which  faline  fowrenefs  the  Operation  ob¬ 
tains  a  full  and  perfedt  power,  which  neither  Helle¬ 
bore,  nor  toloquintida,  &c.  hath-  For  the  Nature, 
or  way  of  Purgation  is  here  two-fold  :  One  purgeth 
^er  fe,  the  other  by  Saltnefs.  Therefore  here  the  two 
virtues  are  better  than  the  only  one  in  Hellebore.  In 
Saltnefs  a  Specifick  Form  is  latent,  and  that  of  fucha 
Nature,  as  all  Worms  touched  by  it  die.  And  that 
is  a  fingular  power,  which  deftroys  Worms,  being 
what  none  of  the  aforefaid  doth.  Therefore  it  is  e* 
vident  to  every  one,  that  a  Purgation,  which  hath  in 
it  felf  fowrenefs  and  faltnefs,  together  with  a  Laxa¬ 
tive  virtue,  doth  in  a  double  way  and  manner  exqui- 
fitely  cleanfe,evacuate  and  purge.  Wherefore,  for  In¬ 
ternal  Difeafes,  it  is  twice  more  noble,  and  more  ex¬ 
cellent  than  other  Purgations.  But  becaufe  I  intend 
at  large. to  declare  to  you  the  Nature  of  Vitriol, 
there  is  no  need  I  Ihould  alfo  explain  thofe  Internal 
Difeafes:  Yet  in  general  I  fay,  that  a  Purgation  of 
this  kind  in  all  Vices  of  the  Stomach,  in  the  Falling- 
Evil  and  Vermination,  is  moft  profitable  and  moft 
fafe,  if  it  be  ufed  according  to  the  condition  of  time, 
Difeafc,  Perfon,  <^c. 

Touching  Colcothar  you  are  to  know,  that  it  is  not 
inwardly  to  be  taken,  but  only  to  be  applyed  in  Chi* 
rurgick  Difeafes,  viz.  in  putrid  Ulcers,  which  admit 
not  of  Sanation :  For  in  thefe  it  difcovers  the  way  to 
perfect  healing.  Yet  there  are  many  Chirurgick  Di¬ 
feafes,  as  Grievous,  Malignant,  Worfe  and  Worft. 
Againft  the  Worfe  and  Worft,  Colcothar  is  not  con¬ 
ducent,  yet  is  effedual  againft  thofe,  which  confift  in 
the  firft  degree  3  and  therefore  to  be  applied  to  them. 
For  the  Worfe  and  Worft  of  all,  its  Oyl  is  to  be  ufed 
according  to  the  degree  of  the  evil,  and  of  the  Oyl. 
All  Ulcers  of  this  kind,  how  many  foever  they  be,  are 
cured  by  Vitriol ;  but  according  to  the  degree,tlie  ufe 
of  it  is,  that  it  be  reduced  to  good  Colcothar,  which 
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muft  be  certain  times  extingnifli’d  in  Vinegar ;  and 

bein'^  dry,  be  fprinkled  on,  or  permixed  with  fome 
Piafter,  which  by  the  Phyfician  (hall  be  judged  apt 
and  fit  for  that  evil.  So  it  makes  an  Efcar,  which  ta= 
ken  off.  bySatnefs,  a  good  and  eafie  Cure  follows.  But 
the  Evil,  which  is  ^ot  obedient  to  this  Cure,  of  it 
you  (hall  thus  judge,  that  there  is  yet  more  ve= 
iiom  latent,  which  muft  thenceforth  be  fearched  out 
with  Oyls  applied  •,  becaufe  the  Bafis  of  the  Ulcer 
cannot  fufhciently  be  amended  with  Colcothar  for  an 
intire  Sanation-  If  crude  Vitriol  be  dilTolved  iij  Vi¬ 
negar,  and  the  Solution  thickened  with  Colcothar  into 
a  Powder,  and  fo  applied,  it  foon  cleanfeth  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Ulcer  much  more  potently,  than  of  Col¬ 
cothar  is  faid.  But  the  bed  way"  of  reducing  it  to 
Colcothar,  is  to  extraft  the  water  thereof,  and  there= 
with  to  imbibe  the  Ca^ut  mortmm^  until  it  be  confu- 
med,  afterwards  to  dry  it  leifurely  in  the  Air-  If 
this  be  ufed,  it  induceth  a  better  bottom  in  Ulcers. 
But  whatever  you  do,  mind  the  degree  of  Ulcers, 
Tetters,  &<:-  Whatfoever  of  thefe  is  not  cured,  fet 
about  the  Cure  of,  with  its  feparated  Oyl  and  Water 
of  which  afterwards. 

Although  Colcothar  anfw^er  not  the  dellred  end, 
yet  by  reafon  of  that  the  Cure  muft  not  be  defpaired 
of,  but  you  muft  think  of  correding  it  in  diftilling- 
For  by  Preparation  the  Medicine  is  brought  to  the 
higheft  degree,  fo  as  it  even  cures  all  Ulcerous  Af- 
feds,  as  the  Wolf,  Cancer,  and  the  like.  Thefe 
are  explained  more  at  large  where  we  fpeak  of  the 
Preparation  of  them. 


Of  the  Water  of  Vitriol  in  Chirurgkk,  and  In- 
ternal  Difeafes. 

ALcbymy  difcovers  many  excellent  Arts  toPhyd» 
dans ;  by  which,  wonderful  Sanations  of  ma¬ 
ny  Difeafes  are  made.  For  this  caufe  in  the  beginning 
of  Medicine,  Phyficians  always  ufed  Alchymy  3  be¬ 
caufe  this  was  the  Mother  and  Genetrefs  of  many 
Commodities.  Thefe  two  Faculties,  Medicine 
and  Alchymyd  3S  Sociates  fo  long  kept  together,  as 
until  Deceivers  and  Humorift  Sophifters  arofe,  who 
mixed  Venom  with  Medicine,  and  made  her  a  Strum-, 
pet.  Such  Medicine  as  this,  will  always  remain,  as 
long  as  Humorifts  live.  Thefe  things  I  thought  good 
to  premonilh  you  of,  that  henceforth  you  may  give 
the  more  diligent  heed  to  this  head  Chapter,  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  its  famous  Medicinal  Utility. 

But  this  is  always  to  be  premifed,  vizs.  That  as  of¬ 
ten  as  unskilful  Men  take  in  hand  any  Art,  fo  often  do 
they  every  way  defile  and  corrupt  it,  and  of  a  Pearl 
make  a  (linking  Puddle.  The  very  fame  is  alfo  com¬ 
mitted  in  Vitriol.  Atfirft,  the  Spirit  from  yitriol 
extradled,  was  wont  to  be  gradated  to  the  higheft. 
By  this  exalted,  the  Ancients  did  perfeftly  cure  the 
Falling.  Evil,  whether  Recent  or  Inveterate,  both  in 
Men  and  Women,  of  what  Condition  foever  they 
were.  But  here  unskilful  Laborators  rulhing  in,  at¬ 
tempted  otherwife  to  reduce  the  Virtues  of  Vitriol, 
and  thus  failing  of  the  firft  way  and  Arcannm,  they 
fuffered  that  to  expire,  and  then  fought  an  Oyl  in  the 
Colcothar,  which  could  not  any  way  be  made  to  that 
end,  or  have  fuch  a  Ufe.  For  what  is  to  take  away 


the  Epilepfie  muft  have  a  fubtile,  (harp,  and  penetra¬ 
ble  Spirit. 

In  that  confifts  a  faculty  of  piercing  through  the 
whole  Body,  and  of  leaving  no  one  thing  untouched 
therein.  And  by  that  pervafion,  or  penetration,  the 
Difeafe  is  afiaulted  in  its  own  place.  For  it  cannot  be 
known  certainly  and  indubitately,  whence  comes  the 
Seat,  or  Centre,  or  Period  thereof.  Hence  we  con¬ 
clude,  that  a  Phyfician  hath  only  need  of  fuch  Reme¬ 
dies,  as  can  penetrate  the  whole  Body.  This  is  the 
Reafon,  why.  fordid  Humorifts  heal  none,  but  pro- 
ftitute  all  their  DoUrine  and  Profelfion.  Therefore, 

I  pofitively  affirm,  that  in  the  Oyl,  which  thofe  La¬ 
borators  feek,  is  no  penetrating  Spirit.  AmeerTer- 
reftreity  (as  I  may  call  it)  is  by  them  ufed,  which  pe* 
netrates  not  at  all,  but  where  it  falls  there  it  lies. 
Wherefore  it  is  greatly  to  be  bewailed,  that  the  true 
Procefs  is  fuppreTl’ed  by  thatunskilfulnefs,  and  a  falfe 
fubftituted  in  its  (lead-  But  I  am  perfwaded,  the 
Devil  contrived  that,  to  the  end  the  Sick  (hould  not 
be  cured,  and  the  Sed  of  Humorifts  might  thence¬ 
forth  fpread  the  more. 

Let  us  return  to  the  beginning ;  how  the  Spirit  of 
Vitriol  was  found  out.  The  Humid  Spirit  of  Vi¬ 
triol  was  at  firft  diftilled  from  its  Colcothar  •,  then  it 
was  gradated,  by  diftilling  and  circulating  per  fe^  as 
the  Procefs  teacheth.  This  way  the  Water  began  to 
be  ufed  for  many  Difeafes,  both  Internal  and  Exter¬ 
nal,  as  for  the  Falling-ficknefs,  &c.  and  thus  a  mars 
vellous  Sanation  was  eifeded.  But  in  the  extradion 
they  were  wonderful  diligent  3  for  they  took  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Vitriol  correded,  as  above,  and  diftilled  it 
from  Colcothar  eight  or  ten  times,  with  a  moft  ftrong 
fire  ;  fo  the  dry  Spirits  were  mixed  with  the  Humid 
Spirits,  and  the  Work  fo  long  continued,  as  until  the 
dry  Spirits  came  forth  together  with  the  Humid,  by 
extrading.  Afterward,  both  Spirits  put  into  a  Phial 
were  gradated  to  the  higheft.  This  Medicine  they 
found  to  be  of  much  more  powerful  Operation  againft 
Difeafes,  and  by  that  Medicament  effeded  fo  much^ 
as  they  confounded  all  Humorifts  in  General.  Yet 
here  is  no  Corredion  added  to  it  (by  Artifts)  by  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  to  render  it  of  greater  Penetration. 

But  it  was  of  no  greater  degree,  than  as  I 
(hewed. 

Now  I  will  Cpmmunicate  to  you  my  Procefs,  which 
I  commend  to  all  Phyficians,  efpecially  for  Cure  of 
the  Falling-Evil,  the  fingular  Cure  of  which,  confifts 
in  Vitriol.  For  which  caufe.  Charity  to  our  Neigh¬ 
bour  binds  us  to  inftitute  a  more  diligent  Cure  in  this  ^ 
Difeafe.  The  Procefs  is  thus.  ....  ..  o 

I  imbibe  the  Vitriol  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  af¬ 
terward  diftil  it  from  the  dry  and  humid  Spirits:This 
being  done,  I  find  the  following  Addition  to  be  very 
profitable,  wz..  If  Spirit  of  Tartar,  correded,  be 
mixed  to  a  third  part  of  the  Vitriol,  and  Spirit  of 
Treacle-water  Camphorate,  be  added  in  a  fifth  part, 
with  refped  of  the  Vitriolate  Spirits.  Thus  I  admi- 
nifter  it,  before  the  afi'ault  of  the  Fit,  or  ce^am 
times  in  a  day-  This  Medicine  is  famoully  elfica- 
cious  againft  this  Difeafe ;  yea,  fo  excellent,  as  a  bet¬ 
ter  cannot  be  defired  from  Nature-  u  A  • 

Therefore^  the  firft  Procefs  invented  by  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  is  to  be  retained  with  the  faid 
by  imbibing  with  Spirit  of  Wine  before  diftillation, 
and  by  adding  the  Spirits  of  Tartar  and  Treacle-wa¬ 
ter  after  diftillation,  as  is  faid-  For  fo  is  attained  the 
Heart  of  Nature,  and  every  Virtue. 
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I  hope  1  (hall  notbe  blamed,  but  commended  rather 
bv  every  good  Man,  that  confiders  the  horridne  s  o 
thisDifeafe,  which  would  even  move  a  ftone  to  Com= 
miferation.  Since  fo  great  is  the  vehemency  and  hor- 
ridnefsof  this  Difeafe,  as  almoft  any  Man  may  law¬ 
fully  fay,  Curfed  be  all  Phyficians,  who  paffing  by 
fuch  Sick,  yield  them  no  relief,  but  like  the  Pnejt 
and  Levhe  in  Jencho^  who  forfaking  the  wounded 
man  left  him  to  be  cured  by  the  Samaritan.  I  pray 
hereVive  your  judgment,  what  Condemnation  were 
that  %rie(}r  and  Levite  worthy  of,  who  paffing  by  the 
diftrefled,y?op/?ei  their  Nofe.^  as  the  Proverb  is_j  Purely 
they  were  worthy  of  Hell  Fire,  from  which  is  no  Re* 

demotion.  ^  „  r,,  r  • 

And  who  can  judge  any  other  of  all  Phyiicians, 

none  excepted,  that  look  upon  this  Difeafe,  and  yet 
pafs  by  with  their  Nofe  ftopt  ?  Who  can  other- 
wife  fay,  than  that  they  muft  render  an  account 
of  it  at  the  laft  day  ?  Notwithftanding,  all  thefe 
men  are  generally  fo  difpofed,  as  they  vvill  not  wag 
their  hand,  or  beftow  one  penny,  for  acquiring  a  more 
certain  Foundation  for  the  cure  of  this  Difeafe.  Did 
they  not,  as  it  were,.-by  compad  imitate  Pnefts  and 
Levites^  but  would  'father  ft udy  to  imitate  iVtSama-. 
ritan,  GOD  certainly  would  recomj^enfe  their  fide¬ 
lity  with  a  manifeftation  of  the  Secrets  of  Nature,^ 
with  which  they  might  be  helpful  to  the  Sick- 
And  if  fuch  Virtues  were  not  incited  in  Nature, 
the  Almighty  would  Uindoubtedly  create  them  anew. 
Therefore  I  teftifie,  together  with  you  noble  and  ig¬ 
noble  men,  that  all  Dodors  generally  have  bafely 
erred  and  deviated  from  the  Truth.  Whatfoever 

thofe  Seducers,  foolifhly  deyifed, 

to  that  they  adhere,  and  relie  upon  thofe  Lyes,  fo 
far  are  they  polfelTed  with  the  Devil ,  that  they 
cannot  exercile  Charity  towards  their  Neighbours  ^ 
and  in  this  manner  they  make  themfelves  the  Sons  of 
Damnation  ^  for  their  only  ftudy  and  drift  is  to 
heap  up  Wealth.  The  Kingdom  of  GOD  is  firft 
of  all  to  be  fought,  yet  not  after  the  faffiion  of  the 
Friefi  and  Levite.,  but  according  to  the  Samaritan 
nature.  If  we  be  merciful,  and  follow  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Samaritan.,  GOD  is  with  us,  who  will  pre= 
fently  help  us  with  a  Remedy  not  yet  created  in 
Nature.  In  the  mean  while,  fince  Phyficians  deal 
with  the  Sick  Levitically  and  Priefi-like,  the  moft 
Wife  GOD  withholds  Medicine,  and  referves  it  to 
himfelf.  The  Sick  flie  to  the  Kingdom  of  GOD, 
but  Phyficians  to  the  Infernal  Abyfs,  prepared  for 
Levitical  Dodors  of  the  fame  fort-  Therefore 
open  your  eyes  and  look,  the  way  is  two  fold,  one 
leads  to  infernal  ffiades,  this  the  Ae-y/fw  follow ;  the 
other  way  leads  to  Heaven,  unto  which  the  Samari¬ 
tan  direds  his  Feet. 

That  Vitriolate  Arcanum-,  and  its  extradion,  is 
not  only  excellent  in  the  Falling  Evil,  but  is  alfo 
conducent  in  other  fpecies  like  unto  it,  as  in  Sworn', 
ingt,  Extafies,  c^c.  Alfo  it  is  after  the  fame  manner 
beneficial  in  all  Oppilations  and  inward  Impoft- 
humes ,  and  is  no  lefs  efficacious  in  precipitation 
and  fuffocation  of  the  Matrix.  Yet  in  it  are  many 
more  Virtues  acquirable  than  are  here  commemora¬ 
ted,  if  greater  diligence  in  inquiring  be  bellowed 
thereabout,  and  Phyficians  themfelves  would  be  better 
men.  But  the  Devil,  whom  they  ferve,  poffieffeth 
them,  and  ftirs  them  up  to  the  hating  of  Him  who 
loves  Verity.  Even  thus  things  are  aded  about  the 
Health  of  Good  Men. 
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It  is  further  to  be  known,  that  the  aforefaid  Re-- 
ceipts  of  the  preparation  of  the  humid  fpirit  of 
Vitriol  cannot  more  clearly  be  deferibed  i  for  to 
underftand  that,  a  fufficient  Artift  is  required  i  thofe 
fordid  Decoders  cannot  underftand  a  thing  of  fo 
great  moment.  Therefore  you  are  only  to  exped 
all- fufficient  Information  from  true  Artifis,  and  Al- 
chymiftkk^Laborators-,  fo  alfo  by  them  you  muft  be 
fully  inftruded  about  the  corredion  of  fpirit  of 
Wine.  For  the  Dodors  of  Academies  are  fo  very, 
rude,  as  they  canfcarcely  dikern  Agarick^^nd  ^ant 
na.  Yet  this  kind  of  Affies  are  created  Dodors. 
You  have  Treacle- Water  contained  in  my  pradice, 
in  the  Chapter  of  the  Cure  of  the  Falling-Evil  ^ 
what  others  there  are  of  this  kind,  are  not  here  to 
be  recited.  By  this  Chapter  you  may  learn,  That 
the  Art  and  all  Virtue  of  Vitriol,  confifts  in  well- 
extrading  the  Spiritjand  graduating  it  to  the  height, 
and  by  addition  deducing  it  to  Penetration,  where¬ 
by  it  may  fearch  out  the  center,  root,  and  feed  of 
the  Difeafe.  For  ’tis  impoffible  fo  exquifitely  to  find 
the  places,  as  thofe  Dodors  babble  of  Humours. 
Certainly,  the  Foundation  is  not  yet  known,  as  what 
it  is  that  makes  a  Difeafe,  or  where  that  lies,  or 
what  that  is,  which  calls  a  man  into  fo  grievous  a 
Fit.  Therefore  every  Operation  is  only  to  be  com* 
mitted  to  that  Arcanum,  which  Nature  hath  dired- 
ed  to  the  Difeafe ;  that  Aveamm  fenreheth  out  his 
Difeafe,  as  the  Sun  penetrates  all  the  Angles  of  the 
World.  Briefly,  I  fay,  whofoever  endeavours  to  be 
a  true  Phyfician,  ought  firft  of  all  to  learn  to  be  a 
Samaritan,  not  a  Pnefi  or  Levite.  If  he  be  a  SamaS 
ritan,  all  things  he  hath  need  of  will  be  given  him ; 
nothing  will  be  occult  to,  or  hidden  from  him.  But 
to  him  who  will  firft  be  a  Priefi  or  Levite,  nothing 
will  be  given,  unlefs  it  be  Infidelity, which  he  alfo  had 
before.  Thus  are  fuch  men  paid  in  their  own 
Coin. 


Of  the  Red  Oil  of  Ykriol 


■^011  are  alfo  to  underftand,  how  of  the  Colcothar 
by  a  Retortive  Deftillation,  in  a  Chymical  man¬ 
ner,  a  blood-like  and  moft  fowre  Oil  may  be  pre¬ 
pared.  This  Oil  Laborators  have  judged  more  effi¬ 
cacious  in  the  aforefaid  Difeafes  than  the  Spirit,' 
but  that  their  judgment  was  erroneous.  The  vul¬ 
gar  Procefs  of  preparing  it  I  think  not  to  menti¬ 
on  here ;  for  every  thing  of  moment  is  cited  in 
manual  Operation  and  diligent  Infpedion,  alfo  in 
convenient  Inftruments.  As  touching  the  Virtues 
you  are  firft  to  underftand,  that  it  is  a  fowre  thing, 
fo  far  exceeding  all  fowrenefs,  as  nothing  than  it 
is  more  fowre.  It  likewife  contains  a  corrofive 
nature,  for  which  caufe  it  had  need  be  ufed  cir*; 
cumfpeftly  and  warily,  vix..  not  ferfe,  but  in  a  good 
Concordancy  and  fuitable  mixture,  with  refpedt  to 
that  againft  which  it  is  exhibited.  We  will  explain 
this  by  Example  :  The  Viper  is  a  Serpent  moft 
venomous,  therefore  of  no  ufe  alone ,  but  in  Com- 
pofition  it  is  moft  excellently  ufefulii  for  ofit  Trea¬ 
cle  is  made.  The  very  fame  is  alfo  to  be  judged 
of  this  Oil,  viia.  That  it  is  not  to  be  ufed  alone, 

but 
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but  in  a  Compofition  fuitable  and  fit,  as  of  Trea¬ 
cle  we  have  faid-  By  reafon  of  its  fowrnefs  5  it 
profits  a  Stomach  free  from  Choler  and  an  Im- 
pofthume  •,  but  if  either  an  Impofthume  or  Choler 
be  prefent,  it  is  manifeft  by  Experience,  that  it  hath 
no  good  effed.  For  the  Impofthume  is  inraged  by 
it,  and  exafperated  by  fuch  fowrnefs,  paffeth  into 
an  unquiet  matter.  And  if  Choler  be  prefent,  a 
mutual  Ebullition  and  Strife  is  caufed,  no  other- 
wife  than  as  is  feen  between  fortis  and 
tar^  neither  of  which  can  remain  or  perfift  with 
the  other*  Therefore  diligently  and  circumfpe(ft‘' 
ly  confider,  left  you  erre  to  the  damage  of»the  Sick. 
In  Compofition  this  Oil  is  profitable  for  other  A^dts, 
as  in  all  Fevers  and  want  of  Appetite,  if  given  in  the 
aforefaid  manner,  viz.,  in  a  good  concordancy.  There 
are  many  other  Virtues  laid  to  be  in  this  Oil,  but  Ex¬ 
perience  confirms  few  of  them.  I  have  feen  and  pro¬ 
ved  thofe  to  be  egregious  Lyars,  who  have  boafted; 
that  they  could  do  Wonders  with  this  Oil. .  It  is  true, 
it  is  ufeful  in  the  Stone  and  Gravel.,  yet  I  have  known 
no  man  cured  by  it.  In  all  it  doth  fomething,  but  not 
to  purpofe :  Yet  in  my  Pradlice,  in  the  Chapter  of  the 
Cure  of  Gravel,  you  fhall  find  a  Compofition  thereof, 
for  this  and  other  difeafes-  But  as  I  faid  of  the  Cor- 
rofion  of  this  Oil,  ufed  by  it  felf,  fo  I  do  alfo  affirm, 
that  the  fame  Corrofion  hath  power  of  diminiffiing  or 
breaking  the  Stow,  and  «cpelling  yet  that  is 

done  with  fo  great  difficulty,  as  there  is  need  of  fome 
other  Invention,  than  hath  hitherto  been  pradlifed ; 
for  otherwife  it  may  not  fafely  be  ufed.  As  much  as 
any  man  hath  gained  by  Experience,  fo  much  I  allow 
oft  This  Medicine  is  new  ;  wherefore  it  daily  ought 
to  be  proved  anew,  and  as  oft  as  need  is  permixed 
with  new  Compofitions- 

But  as  to  Chirurgery,  of  this  Oil  you  are  to  note, 
It  doth  indeed  excite  great  dolours,  yet  it  inferrs pre¬ 
fent  Health,  even  in  the  moft  difficult  difeafes.  For 
in  the  Hereditary  Scab  of  the  Head,  called  ^chores, 
it  is  fo  effedlual,  as  it  takes  the  fame  offin  one  whole 
piece,  as  a  Man  pulls  off  an  Helmet  from  his  Head- 
With  this  Oil  the  whole  Head  is  to  be  anointed  with 
a  Feather,  w’here  it  is  hairy,  for  3  daies  continually  ; 
then  expedt  its  Operation.  If  you  fee  it  notfuffici- 
ent,  anoint  it  more  often,  according  as  the  Scab  fliall 
be.  The  fame  Oil  may  alfo  be  co- tempered  and 
mixed  with  Water  of  Selandine,  and  the  Head  often 
wafhed  therewith.  Yet  he  who  would  be  healed, 
muft  not  think  that  his  Cure  can  be  effedted  without 
dolour  j  for  the  condition  of the  Sick  is  the  fame  as 
of  a  pregnant  Woman,  which  brings  not  forth  'with¬ 
out  exceeding  great  pain.  So  Meat,  without  pain, 
cannot  be  prepared  for  us ;  with  dolour  and  fweat 
alfo  we  are  freed  from  difeafes.  This  way  all  Tetters, 
Scabs,  and  Itch,  together  with  all  other  Vices  of  the 
skin,  howfoever  arifing,  are  healed  j  and  likewifethe 
depraved  Tentigo,  by  anointing  herewith,  is  cured, 
and  the  IToZ/and  Cancer  expelled  and  mortified  \  yet 
in  this  cafe  you  muft  diligently  obferve,  if  the  Evil  be 
very  forcible  (that  the  Venom  fo  deeply  penetrate,  as 
the  quick  and  found  flelh  be  in  fuccefs  of  time  like  to 
be  eaten  away  and  fall  off)  to  apply  a  good  Oppodeloch 
foradefenfive. 

But  in  whatfoevereftiomenous  lllcers,other  Reme- 
dys  bedeficient,thisMedicine  yields  relief,  by  reafon  of 
the  degree  it  holds- It  will  not  be  improper  to  mix  this 
Oil  with  fome  fat  Unguent,  and  fo  apply  it.  This 
way  it  will  caufe  lefs  pain,  but  it  is  not  fo  fwift  in  ope¬ 
rating  :  Dolour  can  by  no  means  be  avoided,  no  more 


than  a  Woman  in  Travel  can  be  delivered  with¬ 
out  pains.  The  beft,  and  moft  fublime  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  this  Oil,  is  to  deftil  it  into  fpirif,  fo  a 
very  fmall  weight  will  be  fufficient  in  all  the  a- 
forefaid  difeafes,  which  are  then  removed  with  little 
trouble. 

Thefe  things  I  have  found  out  by  experience  of  the 
Red  Oil  of  Vitriol,  which  in  grievous  difeafes  is  an 
excellent  and  famous  Medicine  for  fetid  and  con¬ 
tagious  difeafes  of  this  kind,  as  are  the  Scab,  Itch, 
Tetter,  Achores,  and  other  like  Affeifts,  which  are  of 
affinity  to  the  Lepro/ie,  may  be  cured  by  this  great 
Gift  of  Nature,  which  is  here  offered  to  the  Phyfi* 
cian,  by  which  he  may  effedually  cleanfe  and  heal 
difeafed  men.  There  is  not  an  abundance  of  Reme¬ 
dies  of  this  kind,  therefore  1  will  carefully  preferve 
this  Oil,  c^c.  for  all  other  Coftures  are  nothing 
worth,  nor  do  they  remove  thefe  loathfome  difeafes, 
but  with  their  fatnefs  do  caufe  them  to  be  reincruda- 
ted  and  encreafed. 


Of  the  White  and  Green  OH  of  Vitriol. 


IT  is  worthy  of  confideration,  that  from  crude  Vb 
triol  an  Oil  is  deftilled  by  defcent,  fometimes 
white,  and  fometimes  green,  according  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Vitriol.  This  Oil  deferves  a  lingular 
commendation  ;  for  fince  it  is  prepared  of  crude  Vi¬ 
triol,  therefore  it  alfo  contains  the  fpirit  of  the  fame, 
touching  which  I  have  above  treated-  This  Oil, 
made  by  defcent,  demonftrates  by  thofe  its  Virtues 
that  it  is  an  excellent  and  admirable  Remedy  for  the 
before-mentioned  internal  difeafes-  The  fame  Oil 
whether  it  be  white  or  green,  (but  the  green  is  better) 
if  circulated  and  mixed  with  the  above=commemora- 
ted  fpirit  of  Vitriol,  is  a  certain  and  indubitate  Re¬ 
medy  againft  the  Falling-Evil,  and  all  its  fpecies.  But 
it  is  worthy  your  obfervation,  that  this  difeafe  is  feU 
dome  fo  folitary,  as  not  to  have  other  Evils  concur¬ 
rent  with  it.  Indeed,  that  fuch  a  concurrency  is, 
is  evidently  manifeft  by  all  difeafes.  Hence  it  is  now 
clear,  that  a  Remedy  againft  the  principal  Evil  is 
not  fufficient,  but  Secrets  againft  concurrent  fym- 
ptomsare  alfo  required.  For  this  caufe  in  my  Pra- 
dtife  I  have  defigncd  a  peculiar  Chapter  of  the  Fal¬ 
ling-Evil,  not  for  the  principal  Remedy  fake,  which 
in  this  place  is  Efficiently  defcribed,  but  only  for 
the  underftanding  of  thofe  things,  which  concurr 
together  with  the  firft  Affedt.  If  other  Accidents  do 
not  concurr  together  with  the  firft  Affedt,  there  is 
no  need  of  exhibiting  other  Medicaments  than  the 
principal,  which  is  fufficient.  Therefore,  touching 
the  green  Oil,  thus  do  ye :  Graduate  it  to  the  higheft, 
that  it  may  be  feparated  from  its  terreftreity  and 
faeces,  in  firft,  afterward  in  dry  Fire.  So  in 
Balneo  the  phlegm  is  taken  away,  and  the  terreftreity 
removed  by  dry  Fire,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Oil  only  is 
colledled,  which  in  it  felf  is  circulated.^  Afterward 
you  may  make  addition  with  fpirit  of  Wine,  but  there 
is  no  need  of  adding  more,  if  it  be  only  to  be  ufed 
as  a  Primary  Remedy, without  Medication  of  coherent 
difeafes. 
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It  is  to  be  given  in  Water  of  P^ony,  alwaies  before 
the  coming  of  the  Fit,  whether  it  be  frequent  or  fel- 
dome,  &c.  Therefore  mind  the  Paroxifms.  As  foon 
as  the  fpiritof  the  Oil  finds  out  the  center  of  the  di- 
feafe,  then  the  Fit  is  pacified,  and  thenceforth  waxeth 
more  and  more  gentle.  But  when  it  exercifeth  a  po¬ 
wer  of  Healing,  it  firft  of  all  excites  a  ^ ^rti^o  fenfible 
to  the  Sick,  who  notwithftanding  do  not  fall  nor 
foam,  nor  are  lhakeri,  or  quake,  nor  deprived  of 
rcafon,  but  are  feized  with  a  gentle  fleep,  and  are 
much  better  prefently.  At  length  the  °.rtt£o  alfo  cea- 
ftth,  and  the  fleep  is  ended  •,  yet  in  the  mean  while 
f  he  Medicine  mult  continually  be  applied, feveral  times 
reiterated,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  Difeafe 
and  Patient.  This  way  the  Cure  is  to  be  followed, and 
all  things  diligently  adminiftred.  This  belongs  not 
to  a  drunken  Phyfician,  or  DoSlor  Levite. 


Of  the  Vitriolate  Oyl  to  he  ufed  in  Alcliymy, 
and  alfo  of  the  Crude. 


NOw  to  fpeak  of  the  Alchymiflick  Virtues  ab- 
fconded  in  Vitriol:  I  will  firfl:  propofe  to  you 
the  Virtues  of  Crude  Vitriol ;  How  every  Crude  Vi¬ 
triol  of  Iron  makes  Copper.  For  the  Alchymifl: 
doth  not  this,  but  Nature,  or  Vitriol,  by  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Alchymifl;  performs  the  fame.  And  this 
is  the  fublime  power  of  Nature.  And  in  the  light  of 
Nature  it  is  done,  but  not  without  admiration*, 
to  fee  any  Metal,  as  it  were  put  OS'  it  felf,  and  be¬ 
come  another  which  is  almofl:,  as  if  of  a  Man,  a 
Woman  fliould  be  made.  But  in  thefe  things  Nature 
hath  her  Angular  Privilege  granted  by  G  O  D,  for 
the  fake  of  Man.  I  fpeak  this  of  Tranfmutation, 
that  you  may  underftand,  that  the  fooiifli  Philofo- 
pher  Ariftotle^vi2t.%  not  well  grounded  in  his  Philofophy, 
but  was  meerly  fatuate.  Now  I  will  give  you  the 
Receipt,  that  you  may  know  howj  in  all  places  of  Ger¬ 
many^  to  make  Copper  of  Iron ;  whence  we  may  ea- ' 
lily  gather,  what  the  power  of  Tranfmutation  is,  and 
that  many  other  Tranfmutations  may  be  made  ;  al¬ 
though  they  as  yet  be  unknown  to  Us. 

To  change  Iron  into  Copper  is  not  of  fo  great  mo¬ 
ment,  as  to  turn  Iron  into  Gold.  Therefore,  what 
isleafl,  GOD  manifelts,  but  the  greater  is  yet  hid, 
until  the  EUas  of  Sciences  lhallcorae  :  For  Arts  alfo, 
want  not  their  Elias.  The  Receipt  of  this  Tranfmu* 
tation  is  thus. 

R.  Of  the  Scales,  or  Filings  of  Iron  fwithout  all 
Other  Metals,  asCopper,  Tin,  ^c.;  tb  j.  (^licbfil- 
ver,  ft)  fs.  Put  both  into  a  large  Iron  Pan,  or  Pot,  and 
pour  on  them  one  Meafure  of  Vinegar,  and  of  Vitriol 
5  iitj.  Sall-Armoniack,  %  j.  fs.  Boil  them  together, 
and  continually  ftir  them  well  with  a  Wooden  Spatula. 
If  the  Vinegar  vapour  away,  pour  on  more,  and  add 
new  Vitriol.  ^ 

By  this  Decoftion,  Iron  is  changed  into  Copper  :  If 
it  be  made  Copper,  it  all  palfeth  into  the  Quick- 
filver,  the  boiling  being  continued  for  ten  or  twelve 
hours.  After  the  Cofture  is  ended,  feparate  the 
Qiiick'filverfrom  the  Iron  fas  much  of  it  as  is  left ) 
and  well  waQi  it,  that  it  may  be  clean.  Put  that  Quick- 
filver  into  a  Bag  made  of  Leather  or  Cotton, and  prefs 


it  out  J  fo  you  will  fee  an  Amalgaraa  left.  Suffer  that 
Amalgama  to  expire  by  Vulcanick  Heat,  and  you  will 
find  pure  and  good  Copper.  Of  this  Copper,  R.  2  fs. 
of  Silver  as  much,  make  them  flow,  or  melt  them  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  Silver  will  prefently  afcend  to  the  fix- 
teenth  degree.  This  way  you  may  prove,  that  fuch 
Copper  is  made  of  Iron:  But  that  the  degrees  are  fixed, 
is  not  true.  Yet  he,  who  in  Regal  Cement  is  able  well 
to  operate,  may  thence  receive  a  fufficient  Recom- 
pence  for  his  pains.  The  whole  bufmefs  confills  in 
the  Operation,  and  in  Judicious  labouring :  Yet  in 
this  mofl:  men  erre.  Neverthelefs,  by  the  aforefaid 
Procefs,  you  may  always  make  Copper  of  Iron.  I  fo 
often  inculcate  this,  only  to  confirm  the  tranfmutati¬ 
on  of  one  into  another. 

Alfo  of  Vitriol  fuch  is  the  Nature,  as  if  the  Col- 
cothar  thereof  be  calcined,  it  with  eafie  liquefadtion 
is  turned  into  Copper.  For  in  it  is  a  wonderful  Cop¬ 
pery  Nature,  and  in  Copper  alfo  a  Nature  of  great- 
eft  Affinity  to  Vitriol.  If  Copper  be  diffblved  in 
(jaafortisy  and  Cryftallized,  it  makes  every  Copper 
Vitriol,  and  it  is  no  more  Copper :  So  alfo  of  Vitriol, 
Copper  is  made  ^  and  that  is  no  more  V  itriol.  There¬ 
fore  the  Reafon  of  fuch  Affinity  in  Vitriol  and  Cop¬ 
per  is  very  ftrange.  What  is  Cuprous  or  of  Copper, 
makes  good  Vitriol.  So  Verdigreafe,  which  is  good 
and  highly  gradated,  gives  a  Saphyrick  Vitriol. 

Although  it  may  feem  ridiculous  for  us  to  difeourfe 
of  thefe  things;  yet  it  cannot  be  deny’d,  that  in  Vi¬ 
triol  a  Tindure  is  latent,  which  is  of  greater  efficacy 
than  many  can  believe-  Blelfed  is  he  that  underflands 
this-  But  touching  the  Oil  of  Vitriol,  further  note. 
If  the  Oil  of  Quick-Clver,  and  this  Oil  be  conjoined, 
and  fo  coagulated  in  their  Procefs,  a  Saphire  of  won¬ 
derful  Nature  and  Condition  is  produced :  Not  indeed 
a  Saphire  ftone,  but  like  unto  it,  of  an  admirable  Tin- 
dure;  of  this  I  will  fay  no  more.  Hence  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  ftupendious,  and  to  be  admir’d  Arcamms 
are  treafured  up  in  Nature,  and  in  many  other  things 
peated  by  GOD,  and  produced  by  Nature.  Now, 
it  would  be  more  commendable  for  us  to  fearch  out 
thefe  things  with  an  indefatigable  labour  and  lludy, 
than  to  confume  our  days  in  Luxury,  Drunkennefs, 
Whoredom,  &c.  But  at  this,  time,  Lafeivious 
Whoremongers,  are  in  greatefl:  Honour,  and  fo  are 
like  to  be,  until  with  thefe  Vices  one  third  part  of 
Men  be  fuffbeated,  and  another  third  part  dellroyed 
by  Peffilence ;  fo  as  one  part  of  the  World,  will 
fcarcely  remain  untainted,  or  unconfumed.  For  with 
this  abomination  the  World  cannot  long  endure,  nor 
good  Arts  flourilh.  Therefore,  of  neceffity  thefe  e- 
vil  Courfes  mufl:  be  annihilated  and  cut  off,  otherwife 
no  good  can  have  place.  But  when  this  evil  time  is 
expired,  the  Golden  age  ffiall  flourilh ;  that  is,  Man 
at  length  lhall  ufe  his  own  Underffanding,  and  live  as 
a  Man,  notas  a  Brute,  noradt  as  a  Swine,  or  lie  in 
the  Caves  of  Murtherers  or  Robbers. 

Therefore,  fince  I  have  communicated  toyoufhefe 
things  of  Vitriol,  out  of  my  good  afiedtion  to  all ;  I 
do  earneftly  entreat  all  Phyficians  in  general,  when 
they  ffiall  fee  the  unhappy  and  miferable  fick  fo  affli- 
dled  with  that  mofl;  grievous  Difeafe  the  Falling-Evil, 
ferioufly  toconfider,  what  G  O  D  the  Creator,  their 
own  Confciences,  and  Charity  to  their  Neighbour, 
command  and  require  of  them  in  fuch  a  deplorable 
State  as  this ;  and  not  contemn,  or  flightly  efteem  of 
the  Virtues,  whichbyGOD  himfelf  are  infited  in 
Vitriol,^  Let  Charity  move  you  night  and  day  to  be 
diligent  in  thefe  things :  Let  none  be  found  idle,  but 

every 
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every  one  make  it  his  bufinefs  to  help  his  needy 
Neighbour :  But  be  not  you  deterred  herefrom,  be- 
caufe  Lawyers  do  not  this.  Hear  what  Chrift  faid : 
Woe  to  you  Lawyers.  Surely  this  is  not  a  light  Saying. 

Nor  take  you  any  offence  at  becaufe  they 

rather  feek  Rewards  and  Salaries,  than  take  c^e  for 
the  lick:  Thefe  are  they»  which  in  palled  by- 

Be  ye  Samaritans^  and  prefs  after  the  Samaritan  Vir¬ 


tue  :  So  GOD  will  conferr  on  you  fuch  profound  and 
neceflary  Gifts,  as  in  curing  the  lick  you  Ihall  be  fen* 
llble  of  no  Deficiency.  All  things  you  have  need  of 
Ihall  be  given  you,  do  you  only  fearch  out  this  Trea- 
fure. 

fhus  far  Paracclfus, 


I  An  Admonition» 

»•  , 


'  A  Lthough  all  things  we  have  in  the  foregoing 
i\  Difcourfepropofed,  touching  our  5^/ 

biley  be  confentaneous  to  Verity  ;  and  the 
Virtues,  which  we  have  afcribed  to  it  in 
Medicine,  Alchymy,  and  various  Arts,  do  powerful¬ 
ly  difcover  themfelves,  yet  we  find  very  much  diver- 
iity  in  it,  according  to  the  diverlity  of  matter,  of 
which  it  is  made-  For,  that  which  is  prepared  of 
Vitriol,  is  of  a  far  other  Nature,  and  endowed  with) 
far  other  Properties,  than  that»  which  is  made  of 
Salt  Nitre.  And  what  is  made  of  common  Salt,  a- 
grees  with  neither  of  thefe  •  For  one  polTefleth  a 
greater  fharpnefs  than  another  j  yea»  this  more  than 
that,  diflblves  Metals.  The  more  potent,  are  ht  for 
Tranfmutation  and  Solution  of  Metals ;  the  mo^ 
weak  fubfervient  to  Medicine  *,  the  weakeft»  and  molt 
fweet,  profitable  for  multiplication  and  propagation 

of  Vegetables.  . 

Thefe  things,  he  who  would  reap  the  defired  Fruits 
of  his  Labours,  ought  necelTarily  to  know,  and  con- 
lider  accurately  of*  For  if  any  one,  in  hopes  of 
future  Multiplication,  committed  to  the  Earth  the 
Seeds  of  Vegetables  imbibed  with  the  ftronger  Salt, 
he  will  indeed  never  obtain  his  defired  end,  nor  will 
the  Earth  give  forth  any  Plants,  becaufe  fuch  fliarp 
Salts  do  rather  deftroy,  than  augment  Vegetables. 
In  like  manner»  Metals  are  delighted  with  a  conve¬ 
nient  Salt,  with  the  more  (harp,  as  Vegetables 
are  with  the  more  fweet.  ,  Therefore,  when  we  find 
ourlabour  to  be  fruftrated,  we  mull  not  impute  that 
to  the  Sal  Mirabtle,  but  to  our  own  Unskilful- 

uefs.  ^ 

Indeed  thefe  Salts  are  endowed  with  far  more  no¬ 
ble  Virtues  than  we  mentioned  in  the  precedent 
Difcourfe ;  but  the  high  Ingratitude  of  Men  of  this 
Age,  permit  us  not  to  difcover  the  fame.  For  if 
you^communicate  your  Secrets  to  thofe  Men,  from 
whom  you  cannot  require  a  promife  of  Secrecy  •,  be 
affurcd,  the  kncvvledge  of  thofe  Secrets  will  pre- 
fenciy  come  to  others,  who  will  proudly  ufe  the  fame 
to  thy  Difparagement.  . 

If  you  do  the  contrary,  and  keep  to  your  felf, 
whatfoever  you  have  purchafcd  by  your  own  La¬ 
bour  and  Cofts  •,  you  will  create  Enmities  to  your 
felf  So  as  which  way  foever  you  take,  you  will  fu^ 
llain  lofs. 

The  Confideration  of  thefe  things,  have  caufed 
me  to  refolve  to  expofe  my  Labora.iory,  with  all 


my  Arcaniims,  to  tlie  view  of  others.  The  end  of 
this  only  was  to  exhibit  to  the  fight  of  all,  the  truth 
of  thofe  things,  which  I  have  purchafed  with  indefa¬ 
tigable  Labour,  and  communicated  to  the  World  by 
writing  ^  that  this  way,  the  Mouths  of  the  Malevolent 
and  Ignorant  may  be  ftopped. 

'  I  could,  if  it  were  needful,  give  various  other 
Reafons,  by  which  I  was  moved  to  make  niy  Laboras 
tory  common  to  thofe  that  defired  it. 

Now  the  year  is  pall,  in  which  I  promifed  in  my 
fourth  fart  of  the  Profferity  of  Germany,  1  would 
build  a  Laboratory,  and  exhibit  the  Wonders  of 
GOD  to  my  Friends,  i  then  publickly  and  privately 
dernonftrated  various  moft  excellent  Inventions,  not 
without  labour  and  very  great  Charges,  all  which  I 
value  not,  fince  1  know,  that  by  this  means  I  have 
difcovered  the  Truth  to  many»  which  they  alfo  will 
publickly  own  to  the  honour  of  the  moll  high  GOD, 
and  Corredion  of  envious  Detraders* 

I  did  purpofe  alfo,  in  the  following  year,  to  con-, 
tinue  my  Labours  for  the  fake  of  faithful  Friends, 
but  (befides  other  hinderances)  my  Age  prevented 
that,  Neverthelefs,  thofe,  to  whom  I  have  commit¬ 
ted  my  Laboratory,  will  perform  the  fame,  and  exhi¬ 
bit  a  Light  to  this  blind  World.  This  I  was  willing 
to  fignifie  to  all,  that  they  may  for  the  future  ceafe  ta 
trouble  me  with  Letters. 

But  whilft  I  exhibit  the  Virtues  of  m^Sal  Mrable^ 
and  to  it  ( prepared  in  Glafles  after  the  above  recited 
manner j  afcribe  the  virtue  of  changing  iraperfed 
Metals  into  Silver  and  Gold,  I  would  not  have  this 
matter  fo  underftood,  asif  we  could  by  the  help  of 
it  acquire  to  our  felves  Gold  in  a  very  great  quantity, 
it  is  fufficient  to  have  dernonftrated  the  poflibility  (of 
Tranfmutation)  and  the  fame  to  be  proved  by  a  fmall 
quantity. 

It  is  moft  certain,  that  very  many  Medicaments 
may  be  prepared,  by  the  help  of  it,  againft  various 
efteds  of  the  Humane  Body*  Alfo  it  is  moft  certain, 
that  it  is  very  conducent  for  a  particular  gradation  of 
the  Minor  Metals  iqto  better.  Believe  me,  that  have 
experienced  the  fame  if  you  rightly  proceed,  you 
will  reap  no  mean  Fruits. 

But  touching  the  true  Univerfal,  I  do  queftion. 
whether  by  the  help  of  it,  it  may  be  procured.  Af- 
furedly,  if  common  Gold,  as  to  its  degree,  can  be 
changed  above  what  is  Natural,  Why  fhould  it  be 
judged  impolllble,  to  exalt  it  further,  in  length  of 
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time  ?  My  decrepid  Age  forbids  me  to  put  my  hand 
to  this  Work ;  yet  to  Pofterity  (better  able  than  1  to 
fuftain  the  heat  of  fire )  occafion  is  given,  by  Pray¬ 
ers  and  Labour  to  iearch  further  ^  perhaps,  GOD 
will  grant  to  them ,  what  he  hath  denied  to 
us. 

This  Operation,  by  which  we  peculiarly  draw 
profit  from  the  Minor  Metals,  cannot  be  performed 
in  common  Cruciblesj  as  we  before  faid  •,  becaufe  they 
are  obnoxious  to  breaking,  and  io  the  Liquors  are  ea- 
filyloft  -,  but  in  fuchaswill  not  eafily  break,  unlefs 
fitter  a  longtime,  and  will  not  permit  the  humid  Salt 
to  run  out.  Here  it  will  be  needful  to  perufe  thofe 
things  frelating  to  this  matter)  which  1  mentioned 
in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Parts  of  the  Proffemy  of 
Germany. 

To  prepare  thefe  Crucibles  is  a  great  Work,  greas 
ter  to  make  fome  Pounds  of  Salt,  or  rightly-  to 
ufe  the  fame  ;  but  greateft  of  all,  (and'  in  which  the 
fumm  of  all  confifts)  to  know  what  Metals  are  to 
be  joined,  or  in  what  quantity.  Here  many  will 
have  enough  todo,  and  beat  a  lofs,  although  they  en¬ 
joy  my  Secret  Furnace,  and  know  how  to  make  the 
Salt  of  Art  in  abundance. 

Befides  all  thefe,  we  mufl:  needs  crack  the  hard 
Nut,  if  we  will  eat  the  fWeet  Kernel.  It  is  re» 
quired  of  us  to  know  an  eafie  "way  of  feparating 
Gold  or  Silver  from  fixed  Metals  5  forfuch  a  Me- 
tallick  Mafs,  altogether  untameable,  cannot  be  fepa- 
rated  by  the  help  of  Lead,  per  fe,  as  Dudlile  Metals-, 
but  here  is  need  of  another  Separation ;  which  is  the 
principal  thing.  ,  ^ 

Nor  Ihould  any  Man  perfwade  himfelf,  that  all 
things  are  here  fo  clearly  written  by  us,  as  he  can  by 
their  literal  fence  moft  eafily  inftitute  the  Operation. 
For  there  is  need  of  along  time,  and  a  skilful Ma= 
fter.  It  would  be  a  very  inconfiderate -  thing  Lo 
fet  about  thofe  things,  of  which  we  have  no  know¬ 
ledge. 


Although  this  is  my  Admonition,  here  often  re¬ 
peated,  yet  there  will  be  fbme,  who  negledling  it 
will  fet  about  the  faid  Operation,  and  perhaps  find 
out  various  profitable  things:  In  like  manner*  i 
there  will  be  various  found,  who  following  my  Pre-  ' 
fcripts,  will  reap  much  benefit  from  the  Minor  Me¬ 
tals. 

Who  can  deny,  but  that  Mary  Ranta,  a  Brittain^ 
hath  Prophefied  truly,  viz..  That  true  Alchymy 
j  Ihould  flourifii  in  the  Year  of  Chrift,  1660? 

1 1  my  felf  have  not  feen  this  Predidlion,  but  have 
it  from  the  Relation  of  others,  whereunto  I  re* 
fer  the  Reader.  And  add,  that  if  fuch  a  Predb 
dion  were  not,  daily  Experience  doth  abundantly  : 
witnefs,  that  egregious  things  are  here  and  there  f 
performed  in  Metallicks,  by  help  of  my  Sal-Mira-  \ 
bile.  And  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  all  Darknefs  I 
•  will  daily  triore  and  more  be  difllpated  by  the  power 
of  this  Light.  j 

I  have  unto  fome  communicated  the  ufe  of  this  i 
Light  for  their  proper  benefit ;  but  thefe,  contrary 
to  my  Intention,  have  caufed  what  I  thought  to 
have  kept  fecret,  to  be  fpread  abroad  in  publick 
and^  many  have  hit  on  the  right  way  leading  to  | 

Verity.  If  this  be  done  without  my  knowledge,  ^ 

what  would  not  have  been  done,  if  my  Laboratory  ' 

had  been  open  for  a  year  longer?  Certainly  the  I 

'  World  would  have  fiiewed  it  felf  other  than  it  is,  and  : 

altogether  new  -  which  the  new  and  great  Star  ex* 
tending  it  felf  from  the  South  to  the  Well,  feems  to  i 
indicate. 

Let  the  moll  high  GOD  grant  what  are  ne-  j 

ceflary,  and  falutary  for  us,  turn  the  Ungodly  into  ! 

the  right  way,  and  give  to  his  own  Children,  RelB  j 

and  Peace,  that  his  moft  Holy  Name  and  Truth  aH,  ! 

ways  to  be  magnified,  may  not  be  totally  fupprefled  i 

by  the  Impious.  j 
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ANNOTATIONS 

UPON  THE 

CONTINUATION 

^  O  F 

Miraculum  Mundi. 

Explaining  and  Defending  the  S  EG  %E  TS  therein  contained ; 
As  alio  the  True  Aurum  Potabile  therein  mentioned. 


IT  IS  truly  faid,  that  He  who  builds  an  Houft  by 
the  Highway  expofeth  his  Building  to  the  judg= 
ments  of  all  forts  of  men,  and  to  their  cenfure 
efpecially  who  have  not  skill  enough  in  Archi- 
tefture,  to  ereft  a  Country  Cottage.  The  fame  is 
wont  to  happen  to  thofe  who  write  concerning 
things  not  common  or  unknown.  For  you  lhall  pre- 
fently  hear  People  faying,  Who  knows  whether  this  be 
true  or  not  ?  thereby  hgnitying  that  they  cannot  per¬ 
ceive  thole  things  which  exceed  their  Capacity  j  but 
neverthelefs  they  will  not  altogether  rejedl  them,  be- 
caufe  they  are  yet  in  doubt  concerning  the  truth  of 
them.  This  their  doubting  is  not  to  be  taken  ill,  be- 
caufe  it  proceedeth  from  ignorance,  but  not  from 
envy.  On  the  contrary ,  there  is  another  fort  of 
perverfe  men,  who  being  puffed  up  with  their  own 
putatitious  knowledge,  defpife  unknown  things,  not 
out  of  limplicity  or  ignorance,  but  out  of  a  meet 
diabolical  envy  to  thofe  who  have  a  greater  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  things  than  themfelves. 

This,  hath  alfo  happened,  and  doth  daily  happen 
to  me,  efpecially  lince  the  publilhing  of  my  Miracu-- 
lum  in  that  I  have  there  difclofed  Secrets  of 

great  moment,  of  which  the  Vulgar,nor  yet  the  bub¬ 
bles  of  Envy,  have  plainly  no  knowledge  j  and  there¬ 
fore  out  of  meer  Envy,  reproach  them  for  Unprofita¬ 
ble  and  Falfe. 

But  to  flop  the  mouths  of  fuch  perfons,  I  intend 
lliortly  to  build  a  fpacious  and  well-furnifhed  La¬ 
boratory,  and  in  it  to  place  a  good  Laborious  Opera¬ 
tor,  who  being  occupied  therein  with  continual  La= 
bours,  fliall  Oiew  the  Divine  Wonders  to  thofe  who 
defire  to  fee  the  fame.  Which  being  done,  I  fhall 
have  no  farther  need  to  defend  my  Writings  againll 
every  Calumniator  ^  feeing  that  I  know  there  will  be 
thofe  (GOD  willing)  hereafter,  who  will  defend  the 
truth  which  they  have  feen  with  their  eyes  and  han 
died  with  their  hands* 


In  this  Laboratory  fliall  be  feen  not  only  thofe  Ar¬ 
tificial  deftilling  Furnaces,  and  my  Prefs  for  VVood, 
with  the  circulatory  Inllruments  neceffary  for  the  ea- 
lie  making  of  Salc-Perre  ^  but  alfo  thole  things  fhall 
be  fhewed,  which  I  have  treated  of  in  my  Miracalnm 
Afmdt ^nd  its  Continuation,  yea,  and  much  more  than 
I  have  there  declared. 

Thofe  things  alfo  which  I  have  afcribed  to  my  -Ait- 
rum  Potabile  fhall  be  demonflrated  to  be  the  very 
truth,  viz-.  That  crude  Mercury,  in  an  hour  or  two’s 
time,  may  be  by  it  converted  into  pure  Gold.  Nor 
fhall  this  only  be  proved,  but  alfo  that  after  my  Aa- 
rum  Potabile  hath  tinged  and  changed  the  5 /into 
pure  and  conflant  Gold,  that  neverthelefs  it  hath  yet 
great  Virtue,  wx,.  that  any  Arfenick,  whether  white 
or  yellow,  being  digefled  in  it  for  Ibme  hours,  is 
fo  changed,  that  its  poifonous  quality  paffeth  into 
a  good  Medicine,  refilling  all  Poifon.  Nor  doth  it 
only  become  a  powerful  Medicine  againfl  venomous 
and  incurable  difeafes,  which  cannot  be  eradicated 
by  purging,  bleeding,  fweating,  and  the  like  Reme¬ 
dies,  whilfl  it  I'indlureth  the  evil  Humours  in  the 
Blood  and  other  parts  of  the  Body,  and  changeth 
them  into  good  Humours-  But  this  alfo  being  chan¬ 
ged  into  Medicine,  and  its  Venom  converted,  fheweth 
its  power  in  Metals ;  if  it  be  call  upon  melted  Cop¬ 
per,  then  the  Copper  poured  out  and  proved  on  a  Cu¬ 
pel  with  Saturn,  leaveth  behind  itfomegood  Silver 
and  Gold.  Thefe  two  proofs  are  fufficient  for  the 
defence  of  rfiy^  Aumm  Potabile.  But  that  any  one 
maybe  yet  rendered  more  certain,  after  thofe  two 
Experiments,  viz-,  the  coagulation  and  tranfmutatiqn 
of  Mercury  into  pure  Gold,  and  the  converfion  of  poi¬ 
fonous  Arfenick  into  a  fafe  Medicament;  he  may  yet 
try  a  third,  and  that  indeed  incredible,  with  the  fame 
Aar Hm  Potabile  that  hath  been  twice  ufed,  as  before, 
and  this  rot  upon  mild  or  flight  Poifons,  but  upon 
the  moil  dangerous  and  indefenfible  both  to  Men, 
Bealls,  and  all  living  things,  to  wit,  Mercury  fubli- 

mate, 
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DiatCj  which  being  digefted  for  foms  hours  in  the  faid 
Potabile,  layeth  afide  all  its  horrid  and  for- 
iHidable  Venom,  and  pafTeth  into  a  fafe  Purging  and 
Diaphoretick  Medicine,  and  lofmgits  former  white 
Colour  and  corrofive  Venom,  it  becomes  a  fweetred 
Powder,  purging  out  the  Gom^  Pox,  Leprojie,  and 
other  deteftabledifeares,and  impregnateth  Saturn  in 
Tome  meafure  with  a  Golden  Tinfture-  So  alfo  white 
Arfenick,  after  digeftion,  putteth  off  its  white  co¬ 
lour,  lofeth  its  corrofive  faculty,  and  is  changed  into 

a  fweet  and  yellow  powder. 

Thefe  Experiments  and  Proofs  fought  not  to  be 
hidden  to  the  Studious  of  good  Medicines,  but  to  be 
made  manifeft  to  the  everlafting  and  immortal  tefti- 
mony  of  the  Truth,  againit  all  ignorant  Sophifters 

whatfoever-.  ^  ^  o  j  r 

1  have,  for  my  defence,  the  moft  fharp  Sword  ot 

Truth,  whofe  edge,  if  any  defire  to  feel,  let  him  come 
forth-,  the  defence  of  the  Truth  will  be  grateful  and 
eafie  to  me,  although  the  malice  of  the  whole,  world 
fiiould  oppofe  me.  1  here  challenge  all  thofe  Calumnia- 
torswho  being  moved  by  a  diabolical  envy, have  endea¬ 
voured  to  oppofe  my  moft  true  Writings  -,  let  them 
come  forth  with  their  Lyes  into  the  open  light,  and 
into  the  view  of  the  whole  World,  and  Ihew  any  Ex¬ 
periment  like  to  thofe  which  I  here  promife  to  ftiew, 
that  we  may  fee  how  filthily  or  bafely  they  will  ap= 
pear,  like  the  darknefs  vanilhing  by  the  light  and 
fplendour  of  the  Sun.  If  they  cannot,  as  indeed  it  is 

not  in  their  power,  hath  any  knowledge  of 

thinas  never  contemneth  d  good  one')  nor  will  be  pollible 
forthemtodo;  forafmuch  as  they  know  nothing,  it 
is  but  reafonable  that  for  the  time  to  come  they  Ihould 
reftrain  their  virulent  tongues,  and  ceafeto  calumniate 
thofe  things  which  they  neither  know  nor  under- 
ftand. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  thofe  Slanderers,  attempting 
the  coagulation  of  Mercury  into  Gold,  have  erred, 
feeing  that  it  hath  fometimes  happened  to  my  felf,that. 
I  have  erred  two  or  three  times  together,  and  could 
not  effed  that  Tranfmutation,  until  thecauie  there¬ 
of  was  known  to  me  ;  For  if  through  too  much  hafte 
the  humidity  of  the  udarunt  Potabile  fhall  exhale  or 
evaporate  too  faft,  the  Mercury  being  dried  up,  can¬ 
not  be  fafficiently  penetrated,  nor  throughly  tin- 
ged. 

An  errour  allb  may  be  committed,  if  the  glafs  con¬ 
taining  the  Mercury  and  the  Jnrum  Potabile  grow 
hot  too  faft,  fo  that  the  Mercury  with  the 
■Fotabile  boil,  and  leaps,  difperfeth  it  felf  by  too  much 
motion,  and  exhibiteth  it  felf  in  form  of  a  powder, 
when  it  ought  to  remain  in  the  bottom,  concre¬ 
ted  into  a  round  mafs.  So  will  he  alfo  greatly  erre, 
who  fhall  ufe  Mercury  that  is  not  pure  and  clean,  but 
adulterated,  and  defiled  with  many  fordes  or  impuri¬ 
ties  which  Impediments  deny  ingrefs  to  the  Tindure, 
andVender  the  trial  uncertain  and  precarious.  There-- 
fore  it  is  neceffary  that  the  Mercury  be  firft  well 
ground  with  Salt  and  Vinegar,  in  a  Ugnam  vtu,  or 
Stone  or  Glafs  Mortar,  and  by  a  diligent  wafhing 
freed  from  all  its  blacknefs,  whereby  it  more  eafily 
admitteth  the  Tindure.  I  have  found  that  Mercury 
very  fit  for  this  Operation,  which  is  fublimed  by 
the  Fulmen  of  fove,  into  which  my  Jaram  Potabile  hath 
a  fwife  Ingrefs,  and  tingeth  the  whole  of  it* 

Truly  itfliews  the  great  ignorance  and  boldnefs  of 
thofe  Calumniators,  to  dare  to  fpread  fuch  falfe  cla¬ 
mours  and  rumours,  faying,  2  hat  Mercury  cannot  be 
indeed  tinged  into  Gold  by  my  Aurum  Potabilc,  bat  that 
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the  Gold  which  was  before  in  my  Aurum  Potabile  applicth 
it  felf  to  the  Mercury,  and  in  fo/ne  fort  coagiilateth  it,  but 
doth  not  render  it  fixt  and  con  Bant.  *  But  this  is  indeed 
a  very  rude  and  ignorant  Aflertion,  which  every  one 
but  meanly  verfed  in  the  handling  of  Gold  and  Met- 
cury,  is  able  to  deted  of  Folly. 

For  if  common  Gold,  diffolved  in  Water,  would 
readily  coagulate  Mercury,  what  fliould  we  further 
feek  or  defire  ?  But  this  is  greatly  wide  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  feeing  that  in  all  fuch  Solutions  the  Gold  in  di- 
geftion  adheres  to  the  injeded  Mercury  by  precipi¬ 
tation,  and  pafleth  with  it  into  a  white  oimalgama, 
the  Mercury  conftantly  perfevering  in  its  priftine 
Nature,  not  admitting  the  leaft  tranfmutation  into 
Gold,  the  which  exceedeth  not  the  knowledge  and 
capacity  of  Rufticks,  but  is  difficult  to  be  under- 
ftood  by  thofe  putatitious  Dodors,  who  believe  fuch 
things  to  exceed  all  Belief. 

It  fis  well  known,  that  the  pureft  Gold  hath  no 
more  of  perfedion  than  what  it  needeth  foritsown 
defence ;  that  hath  not  the  leaft  power  to  amend 
any  other  metal,  and  to  render  it  fixt  and  conftant, 
much  lefs  that  it  can  coagulate  Mercury,  (the  deri¬ 
der  of  all  Alchymifts  and  Sophifters)  into  Gold.' 
Of  both  is  made  a  white  Amalgama.,  but  not  hardl 
yellow  Gold  conftant  in  the  Fire.  He  that  believetlv 
not  me,  let  him  make  trial  himfelf,  and  he  fhall  find 
it  anfwerable  to  my  wprds.  Belides,  all  corporeal 
Gold  refufeth  folution  by  fixt  Nitre,  of  which  my 
Aurum  Potabile  is  prepared,  the  which,  if.it  were  yet 
poffible ,  the  Gold  would  not  be  hid  in  it,  but  the  fq- 
lution  would  be  yellow,  and  would  colour  the  skin 
with  a  fubrubid  or  blackifh  colour,  which  my  Au~ 
rum  Potabile  doth  not.  Therefore  its  tinging  Virtue 
confifteth  not  in  corporeal  Gold,  but  in  a  golden 
Tindture,  from  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold,  converted  in¬ 
to  an  Aftral  Eflence,  by  the  benefit  of  Art.  By  a  like 
reafon  the  Aftrum  of  Luna  impreffeth  Mercury  with 
the  nature  of  Silver,  the  Afirum  of  Venus  tranfmu- 
teth  it  into  Copper,  the  Aflrum  of  Mars  converteth 
the  fame  into  hard  Iron,  the  Aftrum  oi  Jupiter  of  it 
maketh  Tin,  and  the  Aftrum  of  Saturn  invefteth  it 
with  the  nature  of  Lead.  For  Mercury  is  tranfmu- 
ted  into  that  Metal,  Aftrum  it  fhall  receive.  So 
the  Aftrum  of  Mercury  changeth  all  the  metals  into 
a  running  Argent-vive,  although  this  tranfmutation 
brings  little  or  no  profit.  Neverthelefs,  I  intend  to 
prepare  the  Aftrums  of  all  the  metals,  and  thereby 
to  fhew  the  power  of  Nature  and  Art  to  the  ftudious 
of  the  Truth,  and  fo  to  manifeft  it  to  the  World. 
The  Aftrums  of  metals  being  extracted  from  their 
firft  Ens,  they  are  no  longer  metals,  but  their  tinging 
Anima’s,  which  at  length  With  Mercury,  become  cor¬ 
poreal  metals. 

This  is  the  true  and  genuine  Foundation,  upon 
which  the  whole  ftrudlure  of  my  Aurum  Potabile  is 
built.  Therefore,  as  pure  Gold,  cannot  render  Met* 
cury  partaker  of  its  own  golden  nature  ;  fo  neither 
Silver,  nor  Copper,  nor  any  other  metal,  will  com¬ 
municate  its  nature  to  Mercury,  but  being  precipi¬ 
tated,  attradteth  it  to  it  felf,  but  in  no  wife  changeth 
it.  Hence  the  Philofophers  fay,  That  the  Tindlures 
of  Metals  are  not  to  be  fought  in  the  metals  them*» 
felves,  but  in  their  firft  Ens.  As  Bafil  Valentine  j 

Qmd  prima  Entia  non  efficiunt, 

HucAuYum  ^Argentum  non  faciunt. 

Which  is  to  be  well  regarded  by  him  who  defires  to' 
attain  his  wilhes.  From 
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From  all  thcfc  things  it  appears,  that  my  Aurum 
Potabile  being  made  of  the  firlt  Ens  of  Gold,  by  Art, 
into  an  Aftral  Tindture,  ought  to  be  an  excellent 
Medicine  ;  as  alfo,  that  it  is  luch,  I  have  largely  de- 
monftrated  :  For  if  it  were  not  better  than  a  common 
Solution  of  Gold,  it  would  not  change  Mercury  into 
true  Gold,  neither  alfo  would  it  have  the  power  of 
iranfmuting  a  molt  potent  Poifon  into  an  excellent 
Medicine-  Without  doubt,  fuch  Medicaments, which 
by  the  help  of  my  Aurum  Potabile^  from  moft  violent 
Poifons,  are  changed  into  fo  falubrious  a  nature, 
as  Antidotes,  do  powerfully  refift  ocher  Poifons  and 
pertinacious  Difeafes,  and  may  be  ufed^  in  Phyfick 
with  great  admiration.  What  would  it  profit,  if 
the  Body  Ihould  be  purged  by  an  hundred  ftools,and 
at  the  fame  time  the  Difeafe  doth  not  confifl  in  the 
matter  of  ftools,  but  ftill  keeps  its  place,  and  gives  no 
vvay,  except  it  be  attacked  in  its  own  quarters  ?  Nei¬ 
ther  will  it  avail  any  thing  to  let  all  the  blood  out  of 
the  body,  if  the  feat  of  the  Difeafe  be  not  in  the 
blood.  Yea,  if  it  were  there  fixed,  and  the  whoje 
mafs  of  blood  wholly  corrupted,  it  would  be  in  vain 
to  undertake  to  amend  the  fame  by  bleeding  ;  for 
all  the  blood  cannot  be  drawn  out,  without  peril  of 
Life.  And  if,  for  example  fake,  two  or  three  pounds 
of  twenty  fliould  be  left  ,  in  the  body,  to  be  amended 
by  fanguifying  Meats  and  Drinks,  and  good  Blood 
to  be  encreafed,  yet  the  event  would  not  be  anfwe- 
rable,  becaufe  the  encreafing  blood  would  be  cor¬ 
rupted  by  the  former.  E.  g-  An  Hogfhead  of  lharp 
Vinegar,  out  of  which,  if  you  (hould  draw  all  the 
Vinegar,  leaving  only  the  feces  or  Lees,  and  fliould 
by  degrees  pour  into  it  noble  and  generous  Wine, 
the  Wine  would  be  plainly  corrupted  by  thofe  few 
feces*  Even  fb  it  is  with  thofe  fixed  Difeafes,  which 
have  taken  fuch  deep  root  in  the  humane  body, 
that  they  cannot  be  taken  away  neither  by  Purging, 
Bleeding,  nor  Sweating,  nor  by  outward  Anointings. 
Therefore  they  are  to  be  tinged  and  amended  in 
thofe  places,  to  which  they  pertiiiacioufly  adhere,  by 
the  help  ofTindures  or  Aftral  Medicines,  as  above 
Is  done  with  Mercury,  and  Mercury  fublimate,  that 
remaining  there,  they  may  put  on  a  better  na* 
ture  and  quality ,  and  no  farther  moleft  the  humane 
body.  And  this  is  the  true  and  genuine  way  of  Cu¬ 
ring  radicated  and  incurable  Difeafes.  Yet  I  would 
not  be  fo  underftood’,  as  if  I  condemned  all  Purga¬ 
tion  ^  for  Purging  being  ufed  at  a  due  time,  brings 
no  fmall  profit.  Blood-letting  alfo  being  feafonably 
ufed,  wants  not  its  utility;  but  being  often  abufed,  is 
the  caufe  of  great  mifehiefs,  and  not  feldom  haftens 
on  untimely  death* 

Moreover,  the  following  Experiment,  for  the  try¬ 
ing  the  Truth  of  my  Aurum  Potabile^  is  not  to  be 
contemned.  Rub  fome  Ar^ent-.vive  upon  a  fmall  Sil¬ 
ver  Plate,  and  what  is  fuperfluous,  and  doth  not  ad¬ 
here,  wipe  off  with  a  Linen  cloth,  after  the  manner 
of  Goldfmiths,  ( or  Gilders)  who  gild  with  the  A- 
-  nialgama  of  Gold  and  Quick-filver  :  Digefi:  the  Sil¬ 
ver  Plate  in  Aurum  Potabile -y  for  half  an  hour,  or 
an  hour,  then  take  it  out,  and  you  fhall  fee  with  how 
fair  a  Golden  Colour  it  will  be  gilt.  For  in  this  di- 
geftion  the  Mercury  is  not  fo  heated,  that  it  can  va- 
nifh  iA  finoak,  and  therefore  adhereth  to  the  Silver 
plate,  and  is  tinged  by  my  Aunun  Potabile  into  the 
beflGold*  Now  try  the  fame  operation  with  ano¬ 
ther  Silver  plate,  rubbed  over  with  Argent-vivc^  and 
digefi  it  in  a  folution  containing  corporeal  Gold,  to 
fee  if  that  Plate  will  be  gilt  like  the  other. For  thePlate 


coming  out  white, you  will  fee  a  very  great  dilference. 

1  could  here  add  more  fuch  Experiments,  if  I 
thought  it  needful.  If  Goldfmiths  (or  Gilders)  could 
gild  their  Silver  Veffels,  by  fuch  a  codion  for  dige- 
ltion)ina  folution  of  corporeal  Gold,  without  doubt 
they  would  foon  leave  the  common  way  of  gilding 
by  the  Amalgama  of  Mercury  and  Gold,  becaufe  by  its 
poifonous  Mercurial  fume,  affeding  the  bodies  of 
thofe  who  handle  it,  it  is  wont  to  caft  them  into  dan¬ 
gerous  and  lading  Difeafes.  But  becaufe  they  can 
effed  nothing  by  fuch  golden  folutions ,  they  are 
forced  to  fuperfede  their  life,  and  to  acquiefee  in  the 
old  ufual  way. 

Thefe  few  things  Aurum  Potabile^  which  is 

the  Fourth  and  Laft  Article  in  my  Continuaticn  of  Mi¬ 
raculum  MunM,  I  am  conflrained  to  publilh  for  its 
defence,  that  every  one  may  know  I  have  not  attri¬ 
buted  too  much  to  it,  but  that  it  can  perform  much 
more ;  the  truth  of  which  I  am  ready  to  exhibit.” 
Therefore  this  is  a  Medicament  mod  worthy  to  be 
prefented  to  Great  and  Noble  Men,  as  a  precious 
Gift. 

As  for  the  Third  Procefs  in  the  fame  Work,  which 
is  offered  to  Phyficians  and  Citizens,  that  they  may 
by  an  eafie  labour  obtain  good  Medicines  for  Man¬ 
kind,  and  an  honed  livelihood  ;  it  is  openly  and 
clearly  deferibed,  fo  that  in  it  not  the  lead  thing  is 
hidden  or  concealed,  I  cannot  force  any  to  believe  or 
try  the  matter  ;  I  have  enough  to  do  with  my  own 
affairs;  but  if  in  my  Youth  I  could  have  obtained 
fuch  a  Manududion,  as  I  have  hitherto  and  dill  do 
adminider  to  others,  I  fhould  not  have  been  forced 
to  the  fearching  out  of  Nature  with  fo  great  charge 
and  labours,  heavy  dinks,  and  great  danger  of  my 
Life,  as  I  have.  I  here  again  affert  that  which  I  have 
often  afferted,^.  That  by  the  fulminating  of  Salt¬ 
petre  with  Tin  and  Mercury,  much  Gold  and  Silver 
is  acquired  ;  which  thing  I  have  often  done,  and  as 
yet  can  do  it,  and  do  promife  that  in  due  time  I  will 
demondrateit  publickly  in  my  Laboratory  to  Friends. 
The  other  point,  in  which  I  have  taught  how  Rich 
men  may  augment  or  improve  their  Gold  and  Silver,, 
much  fafer  than  they  are  wont  to  do  by  putting  it  to 
Ufury,  I  have  truly  and  candidly  revealed,  and  have 
kept  back  nothing.  NB.  But  that  there  are  other 
waies  of  acquiring  Riches,  without  great  Cod  and 
Labours  at  the  Fire,  the  troublefome  Exercife  pf  Mer= 
chandife,  or  other  things,  didurbing  or  hurting  the 
mind,  1  do  in  no  wife  deny*  For  the  like  things  ara 
every  where  obvious,  in  divers  place  of  my  Wri¬ 
tings*  efpecially  in  the  2,3,  and  4  parts  of  Tfce  Pro- 
fpenty  of  Girmany-,  where  mention  is  made  of  an  Ex¬ 
cellent  Work,  by  means  of  which  ah  honed  livelihoo'd’ 
may  be  obtained  in  tranquility,  without  noife,  mel¬ 
tings,  and  blowings  of  Bellows,  and  that  by  the  help  of 
a  certain  Water  extrading  Gold  and  Silver  from 
Sand,  Earth,  Clay,  Stones,  and  Minerals,  without 
great  labour  and  cods.  And  although  there  Ihould 
not  be  at  hand  any  fuch  Earth,  Sand,  or  Stones,  which 
contain  Gold  and  Silver,  from  which  thefe  cannot  be 
elicited  by  common  melting  \  (  yet  there  is  hardly 
any  place  in  the  World,  where  thefe  matters  do  not 
occurr  )  neverthelefs  there  is  no  want  of  Lead  and 
Tin,  from  which  two  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places 
of  the  World,  Gold  and  Silver,  by  the  help  of  the 
faid  Water  ofSalt-petremay  l»c extraded-,  whioliis 
an  excellent  and  profitable  Art,  the  which,  led  ic. 

I  (liould  die  with  me,  I  have  already  dievved  it  to  fome 
Friends. 

Rrf  lalfo 
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I  alfo  here  promife,  that  in  my  publick  Laboratory 
I  win  fhew  and  demonflrate  various  Secrets.  But 
let  no  man  perfwade  himfelfthat  I  will  do  this  to  all 
men,  without  defcrimination,  or  admit  every  un¬ 
known  PeiTon  to  this  demonftration,  but  only  thofe 
vvhofe  Piety  and  Candour  I  my  felf  have  long 
known,  or  fuch  as  lhall  be  recommended  by  them, 
or  other  known  Friends- 

Moreover,  belldes  my  publick  Laboratory,  I  will 
alfo  have  a  private  one,  in  which  lhall  be  Ihewed  to 
my  Friends  the  more  curious  and  excellent  things 
which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  Writings. ' 

There,  fnall  be  Ihewed  rare  and  hitherto  unknown 
Wonders  of  Nature,  as  Vegetable  and  Mineral  Plants. 
As  for  example. 

Vegetables  of  a  Metallk\Nature  j  of  which  We  have 
fpokenin  theTreatife  of  The  Nature  of  Salts. 

Herbs  ffringing  up  or  gromng  but  of  hard^^  Flints^ 
yea.^  out  of  pieces  of  Iron. 

Metals  in  a  few  hours  growing  up  like  Vegetables.)  by 
the  help  of  a  certain  Water  *  concerning  which,  fee  my 
Defcription  of  the  Liquor  of  Flints,  in  The  Second  Part 
of  Furnaces. 

Metals  in  a  few  hours  fpace.,  like  Herbs without  the 
addition  of  any  foreign  matter^  growing  up ,  fo  that 
they  lofe  nothing  in  the  trial  of  the  Cupel. 

Alfo  divers  manual  Operations,  and  Corhpendi- 
uras  not  common  in  the  Deftillation  of  excellent  Spi¬ 
rits,  profitable  both  in  Alchymy  and  Phyfick,  fuch  are 
Spirit  of  Nitre,  Spirit  of  Salt,  Aqua-fortH)  Aqua-regis^ 
and  the  like,  by  which  they  are  fo  ealily  and  fwiftly 
deftilled,  that  with  two  or  three  pound  of  Coals,  by  a 
Body  and  Head,  in  Sand,  every  hour  may  be  deftil- 
led  one  pound  of  fpirit,  and  that  fo  pure,  fWeet,  and 
clear,  that  it  needs  no  redification. 

But  feeing  that  this  is  a  thing  unheard  of, and  there* 
fore  will  be  look’d  upon  by  the  common  Chymills  as  a 
thing  incredible,  I  cannot  forbear  here  only  to  point 
at  the  way,  by  which  it  may  appear  polTible  to  be 
done. 

Suppofe  that  I  have  need  of  fome  pounds  oflpi- 
rit  of  fait,  and  want  the  opportunity  of  preparing 
it  in  a  long  time,  by  the  force  offire,  I  ufe  the  follow¬ 
ing  preparation.  Inftead  of  a  great  and  continual 
fire,  I  ufe  a  feparatory  Art,  fevering  the  pure  from 
the  impure,  diffolving  common  Kitchin-falt,  orfalt- 
petre,  in  common  Water,  and  adding  to  the  folu- 
tion  put  into  a  Cucurbit  a  feparatory  fulphur.  The 
Cucurbit,  with  a  Head  or  Retort,  (by  which  alfo  the 
Deftillation  may  be.made)  being  fet  in  fand,  I  kindle 
afire,  by  which  the  water  containing  the  fait  may 
boil,  and  foby  the  fulphur,  in  the  boiling,  the  pure 
parts  are  feparated  from  the  impure ;  the  purer  parts 
are  rendered  very  fugacious  and  fweet  clear  fpirits  j 
the  grofler,  more  earthy  and  fixed  fait  remaineth  in 
the  Cucurbit  or  Retort,  of  a  very  wonderful  Nature 
and  Property.  And  after  this  manner,  from  one 
pound  of  fait  or  falt-petre,  may  eafily  be  deftilled 
one  pound  of  fpifit  of  fait,  or  fpirit  of  Nitre.  From 
a  pretty  large  Cucurbit,  in  ten  hours,  may  be  made 
ten  pounds  of  fpirit  of  fait,  or  fpirit  of  Nitre,  which 
two  fpirits  being  mixed  together,  make  sn  Aqua, 
regia.  The  quantity  of  your  fpirit  in  each  Deftillati¬ 
on  will  be  greater  or  lelTer,  according  as  your  Cu¬ 
curbit  is  larger  or  fmaller.  He  that  defireth  to  make 
Aqua-regia  by  the  fame  deftillation  ,  rauft  diflblve 
equal  parts  of  fait  and  falt-petre  in  Water,  and  de¬ 
ft  il  by  a  Body  or  Retort. 
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This  is  indeed  an  excellent  Compendium  for  all 
thofe  that  need  a  great  quantity  of  thofe  Spirits. 
Gold,  Silver, as  alfo  all  the  otherMetals,may  be  diilol- 
ved  without  Aqua-fortisjOv  Aqua-reAS)  and  the  like 
fpirits,  by  the  help  of  certain  falts  dilfolved  in  wa¬ 
ter,  which  truly  is  alfo  a  famous  Invention.  So  alfo 
it  is  with  thofe  other  rare  Experiments  above- mentio* 
ned  i  as  for  example,  If  a  metal  ought  to  grow  in 
height,  fomething  contrary  is  to  be  added  to  if,  for 
this,  while  it  flieth  from  its  contrary,  arifing  out  of 
the  mafs,  groweth  up  as  well  in  the  dry\s  the 
moift  way. 

If  we  would  have  an  hard  Metal  or  Flint  bring  forth 
p  Herb-,  the  Metal,  whether  it  be  gold,  filver,  copper, 
iron,  tin,  or  lead,  are  firft  to  be  reduced  into’a  trader 
Powder  by  falts,  and  that  Powder  being  put  into  an 
Earthen  Veffel,  is  to  bemoiftened  with  a  certain  pe¬ 
culiar  Water,  and  the  feeds  of  the  Herbs  to  b: 
fo  wed  of  fet  therein,  which  after  they  are  grown  to 
perfedion,  are  to  be  no  longer  moiftened,  but  the 
powder  is  to  be  expofed  to  the  Rays  of  the  Sun, 
which  again  becoming  a  metal  or  an  hard  ftonc,  plains 
ly  like  to  another  metal  or  ftone,  containeth  the  in¬ 
hering  Roots  of  the  Herb,  and  caufeth  the  Ignorant 
to  admire  how  an  Herb  fhould  grow  out  of  a  piece  of 
Gold,  Silver,  Iron,  Copper,  or  an  hard  Flint.  This 
is  alfo  certain,  and  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  faid 
Herbs  fo  growing  out  of  the  Metals,  do  obtain  the 
nature  and  properties  of  thofe  out  of  which  they 
arife. 

Although  thefe  Experiments  of  Herbs  thus  grow¬ 
ing  afford  no  profit,  yet  they  are  noble  Operations  of 
Nature  and  Art,  having  more  in  them  than  they 
promife  at  the  firft  fight,  therefore  I  have  not 
here  brought  them  in  vain,  inafmuch  as  they  are  of 
no  fmall  moment. 

But  that  I  may  here  ( at  leaft )  mention  fome- 
what  of  this  growing  faculty  of  Vegetables  qnd  Me¬ 
tals,  be  it  known  to  every  one,  that  in  my  publick 
Laboratory  fliall  be  feen  the  feeds  of  all  forts  of 
Herbs,  and  efpecially  of  Grain,  as  Wheat,  Barly, 
Oats,  and  others,  ‘viz.,  by  what  means  they  may  be  fo 
prepared,  as  to  acquire  a  fwift  faculty  of  growing, 
and  that  one  grain  may  produce  ten,  twenty,  or  thir> 
ty  ftrong  ftalks,  with  full  ears,  and  fruit  an  hundred 
fold. 

In  like  manner  fhall  be  Ihewed  to  fome  Friends,how 
Salt- Petre,  as ’the  only  promoter  and  helper  of  the 
growing  faculty,  may  befowed  it  felf,  fo  that  it  fhall 
recompence  the  labour  an  hundred  fold  ;  for  falt- 
petre  multiplieth  it  felf,  and  groweth  up  out  of 
common  fait,  like  other  Vegetables-,  whence  that 
old  Proverb  of  fowing  of  fait  might  perhaps  take  its 
Original. 

It  behoveth  that  I  here  make  mention  of  yet  a- 
nother  wonderful  thing  concerning  the  growing 
faculty,  to  be  Ihewn  (  God  willing  )  in  my  private 
Laboratory.  And  it  is  this,  that  Gold  and  Silver 
do  grow,  are  encreafed  and  multiplied  out  of  grofs 
Saturn,  even  as  the  feeds  of  Vegetables,  out  of  a 
dupged  and  fait  Earth,  fo  that  in  fifty  ounces  there  is 
daily  an  augmentation  of  one  ounce,  if  not  of  two.  He 
that  fhall  be  here  a  good  Husbandman, and  skilful  in 
ploughing  of  Saturn,  and  rendering  him  fertile,  and 
of  lowing  or  planting  in  him  a  fit  feed,  he  will  have 
a  plentiful  Harveft,  anfwerable  to  the  feed  which 
he  fowed,  and  will  eafily  gain  three  or  four  times 
as  much. 
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Therefore,  becaufe  the  growing  faculty  of  Vege¬ 
tables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  or  Metals,  taketh  its 
rife  from  the  only  and  Univerfal  Salt  of  the  Earth, 
and  this  from  the  Salt  of  the  Sea,  and  the  Sea  Salt, 
from  the  Sun,  if  the  Divine  Goodnefs  Ihall  grant  me 
Life,  I  win  Ihew  to  my  Friends,  how  by  fmall  labour 
and  charge,  the  Univerfal  Salt  fatnefs,  fit  for  the  ren* 
dring  all  barren  and  fandy  ground  fruitful,  inftead  of 
Dung,  may  be  copiouflyfeparated  from  Sea  Salt-  Yea 
if  need  require,  1  can  eafily  demonftrate,  that  alfo 
the  natural  Seed  of  Gold,  the  true  Univerfal  Medi¬ 
cine  may  be  prepared  of  the  fame,  or  that  it  may  be 
acquired  from  the  vifible  Ocean  which  is  known  to  e- 
very  Man-  But  feeing  that  belongs  not  to  this  place, 
we  referr  the  Reader,  delirous  of  fuch  fubtile  know¬ 
ledge,  to  the  Treatife  of  the  Nature  of  Salts,  where 
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he  will  find  thofe  things  which  will  fatisfie  his  de¬ 
fire. 

Thefe,  and  the  like  Experiments  Ihall  be  fhewn  in 
my  Laboratory,  among  all  which,  that  is  the  molt 
excellent,  by  which  a  Man,  without  the  incommoding 
of  another,  and  with  great  quietnefs  and  Tranqui¬ 
lity,  may  honeftly  get  his  Food  and  Raiment-  There 
fhall  he  alfo  demonftrated  thole  four  Arcanims  trea¬ 
ted  of  in  the  Continmtion  of  Miraculum  Mundi,  and 
many  other  things  treated  of  in  my  Writings,  which 
many  believe  cannot  be  effeded.  That  fo  I,  by  gi- 
ving  an  occular  Demonftration,  may  vindicate  my 
Writings  from  the  injuries  and  Reproaches  of  the  ig¬ 
norant,  and  alfo  leave  behind  me  fomewhat  for  the 
good  of  Pofterity. 


o  R,  A' 
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Clear  Delcription,  declaring  by  a  perfeft  Explanationi  the'Naturei 

Properties,  and  ufe  of  fuch  Salts  as  are  commonly  known,  as  allb-of  a  certain 
other  very  wonderful  Salt,  hitherto  unknown  to  the  World  5  by  whofe  help  all 
Vegitables  Animals  and  Minerals,  without  diminution’  of  their  weight, 
or  change  of  their  form,  may  be  tranlmuted  into  hard  and  incomb'uftible  Bo- 
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A  mod  firm  Demonftration  that  Salt  (after  God ^and  the  Sun)is  the  only  Beginning,' 
Original,  Propagation  and  Augmentation  of  all  things ;  from  which  the  greateft  Ireafure  of 
,  the  whole  World  ;  and  the  greateft  Riches  may  be  obtained. 


TH  E  P  R  E  F  A  C:E. 


manifold  and  various  forts  of  food^  rvhe~ 
H  thcr  prepared  of  Fkjh  or  Fijb^  if  brought  to 
H  the  Table  not  feafoned  with  Salt^  are  not 
j  .  JL-  grateful  to  the  Palat  •  in  as  much  as  they  neii 
I  ther  exhibit  a  pleafant  relijlj,  nor  conduce  to  the  health  of 

i  the  Body.  Every  man  will  readily  ajjent  to  the  truth  of 

If*  •  . 


this  trite  and  vulgar  Maxim^  if  he  jhaUconfider  with  att 
accurate  mind that  among  all  the  Seafanings  and  Sauces 
of  food-,  Salt  holdeth  the  chiefePi  place^  and  that  there  is 
no  other  equal  to  it^  fo  that  among  fo  many^  there  is  no 
one  to  be  preferr'^d  to  iti 

The/e^ 
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Therefore  xvhat  great  and  excellent  Treafttres^  admira" 
hie  J^trtHCSy  and  mofi  worthy  Endowments ,  in  which^  by 
diligent  fearch.,  and  inqnifttion  the  minds  of  men  may  he 
occuped.,  arc  contained  therein^  1  have  determined  in  this 
pefent  T.  reattfe  to  en^atre.  tnto^  and  declare  ^  tnafmuch 
as  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  years^  I  have  endea-. 
wnred  nothing  more.»  than  that  by  all  my  Labours  1  might 
Jerve  the  Divine  Glory^  and  the  puhlick^  good.  For  by  my 
fir (I'  endeavours  J  puhlijhed  a  Work,,  treating  of  Philofo: 
l)hic2\f  urnSiCes  in  five  parts.^  and  I  dtf covered  five  Fur¬ 
naces^  adapted  to  the  various  modes  of  Dijhillation  ;  1  al- 
fa  fhcwed  the  way  of  preparing  (by  an  artifcial  manner^ 
excellent  Medicines  which  drive  away  various  and  divers 
Dijeafes  ajflibting  the  Humane  Body.^  which  profitable  and 
artificial  Inventions.^  no  man  before  me  hath  reveal- 
ed. 

Next  follows  my  Mineral  Work,  fhewing  the  OrigU 
val.^  and  emendation  of  Metals  and  Minerals  :  To  which 
fncceedeth  my  Pharmacopoeia  Spagyrica,  in  three  parts., 
treating  of  Vegetables.,  and  by  what  means  efficacious  Me-- 
diCines  may  be  prepared  of  them. 

Next  after  thefe,  was  my  Work^  of  the  Admirable 
Nature  and  Properties  of  Salbpetrej  in  which  is  foUd- 
ly  demonfhrated,  that  that  Miracle  of  all  forts,  is  the  true 
TJniverjal  Solvent  of  Philofophers,  which  is  fubfervient 
to  the  ufe  of  all  men,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor.  That 
little  Treatife  I  have  called  by  the  name  of  Miraculum 
Mundij  which  /  have  augmented  by  an  Explication  and 
Continuation,  and  fenced  it  with  a  defence  and  .Apology, 
againji  the  wicked  Infults  of  Envy  and  Scorn,  In  all 
thefe  I  have  fet  before  the  Eyes  of  this  blind  World,  the 
Divine  Miracles  and  Mifleries  of  Nature, 

jifter  this  game  out  another  Treatife,  under  the  Title  of 
the  Profperity  of  Germany, in  four  Books,the  two  latter  of 
which  are  not  yet  Printed,  but  jhall  be  publijhed  in  a  jhort 
time,  if  Cod  Jhall  prolong  my  life,  which  contain  very 
profitable  Precepts  of  the  Oeconomy  and  Adminifiration  of 
things  familiar. 

Then  another  little  piece,  called,  1" he  Confolation  of 
Sailers  ;  teaching  how  they  may  defend  and  preferve  them- 
felves  in  alt  long  Voyages,  as  to  the  Eaft-Indies  and  other 
parts,  again fi  Hunger,  Thir[h,  and  other  incommodities 
of  that  kind,  to  which  they  are  wont  to  be  Obnoxi- 
ous. 

Moreover,^ A  'i'reatife  of  Tartar»  Vinegar,  and 
Spirit  of  Wine,  fitewing  their  eafie  attainment  and  pre¬ 
paration. 

To  thefe  I  h'avi  adjoined,  a  Treatife  6f  Aunm  Pota- 
Joile,  and  another,  of  true  Aiir  unit  Potabile,  or  the  Uni- 
verfal  Medicine,  and  other  Apologetical  Writings,  in 
which  I  have  not  only  fet  forth  the  perfidious  unfaithful-, 
nefs  of  men,  but  have  alfo  revealed  many  excellent  Scien¬ 
ces,  that  by  all  thefe  Writings  I  might  illufirate  the  Di¬ 
vine  Glory,  and  contribute  to  the  benefit  afid.pr.ofit  of  my 
.Nkghhour,  by  giving  him  as  it  were  wholfom  dhli  excel¬ 
lent  food,  whereby  both  his  Body^and  mind  may  be  -efudlly 
refrejhed.  '  ^ 

And  although  the  faid  Meats  be  wholfome,  of  a  good 
Savour.^  and  contain  their  own  Salt  •  neverthelejs,  it 
feems  to  me  necejfary,  to  fait  them  as  it  were  afrejh,  and 
to  feafon  them  with  a  certain  Sauce,  that  they  may  be  ta- 
fledwith  fomuch  the  greater  appdjte  and  pleafure,  ..  And 
/  have  fo  much  the  more  a  mindTo  do  this,  as  I  more  Jlu- 
dioufly  endeavour  to  cb ferve  that  precept  of  the  ancient 
Dolors,  that  no  Meat  Jhould  be  brought  to  the  Table 
without  Salt.  For  it  was  a  received  cuftom  in  former 
time  in  well  ordered  Familiss,  to  fet  the  Salt  fir fi:  upon 
the  Table  before  any  other  Dijh,  and  not  to  take  it  away 
till  all  other  Dijhes  were  fir  ft  removed  ’  The  which  indi¬ 


cates,  that  Salt  is  a  moft  profitable  thing,  aid  an  highly 
neceffiary  gift  of  God,  therefore  of  right claimeth  the  pre¬ 
cedency  of  other  Meats  in  jetting  upifn  the  Table,  and  of 
remaining  there,  till  they  are  again  removed.  But  that 
this  moft  Noble  and  Divine  Gift,  may  the  better  be  un¬ 
derstood  by  the  ignorant,  and  may  he  made  more  known 
than  hitherto  it  hath  been,  I  cannot  pafs  by,  but  I  mu(i 
indulge  my  felf,  as  my  time  will  allow,  in  a  few  words, 
and  as  it  were  by  the  bye,  to  fib  ado  w  out,  anddepiU:  its 
great  and  admirable  efficacy,  for  the  profit  of  Mankind. 
But  here  I  Jhall  f peak  but  of  few  things,  and  that  very 
compendioufiy,  the  fitudious  of  Divine  Wonders  may  firfid 
the  rejt  in  the  Writings  of  other  pious  and  diligent  Men 
if  he  hath  adefiiretoknow  more.  ■ 

,  As  for  the  Original  of  Salt,  which  is  drawn  out  of  the 
Ocean,  as  an  Vmverfal  Storehoufe,  Writers  are  divided 
into  divers  parts  and  Opinions.  Some  thinkthat  thofe  Salt 
Fountains,  which  in  many,  and  various  places  of  the  Earth 
break  forth  from  their  Springs,  and  by  the  help  of  boilings, 
yield  their  Salt,  do  not  take  their  beginning  from  the  Oce¬ 
an,  but  from  d  Salt  peculiarly  generated,  and  brought 
forth  in  many  places  of  the  Terrene  Globe,  like  Metals. 
And  they  eftabhjh  their  Opinion  by  this  Argument ;  That 
the  Water  of  thofe  Fountains  much  exceedeth,  oftentimes, 
that  of  the  Sea  in  faltnefis  and  on  the  contrary,  the  Sea 
Water  being  brought  by  long  and  tedious  Pafifage/  through 
the  Earth,  necejfarily  loofeth  its  faltnefs,  tnd  therefore 
leaving  its  Salt,  it  ought  to  come  forth  plainly  fweet,  or 
infipid.  This  reafon,  at  the  firjt  fight,  feemeth  fo  a- 
greeable  to  truth,  that  one  can  hardlyfhinf  the  matter  to 
be  otherwife.  But  mofii  Springs  of  fweet  Water,  in  their 
firffi  rife  were  Salt,  which  penetrating  the  pafifage s  of  the 
Earth,  have  deposited  their  Salt  in  the  fame,  to  nourifit 
the  Earth,  and  that  they  might  come  forth  fweet  for  the 
daily  uf ?  of  Mm.  Whence  they  have  given  rife  to  fo  ?na- 
ny,  and  fuch  various  Rivers,  which  again  return  in  that 
Vniverfal  Store-houfe  the  Sea,  or  Ocean,  by  which  incef- 
fant  and  Reciprocal  Flux,  they  are  impregnated  with  Salt 
and  Communicate  the  fame  to  the  Earth,  that  it  may  ne¬ 
ver  labour  under  a  want  of  due  nourifihment,  but  may  -ren¬ 
der  Minerals,  Stones,  Trees,  Grafs,  Beafis,  and  even 
Men  alfo,  partakers  of  the  fame  perpetually,  and  Jo  may 
ferveas  well  for  the  Sujlentat  ion.  Propagation,  a-ndCon- 
fervation  of  Irrational,  as  Rational  Animals,  the  which 
no  man  ef  a  found  mind  can  deny,  except  he  will  alfo  deny 
the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  in  the  Body  of  Man,  or  Mi- 
crocofm,  which  is  plainly  unknown  to  not  a  few,  and  will 
fay,  that  the  blood  in  the  little  Toe,  or  little  Finger,  or  left 
'Ear,  or  other  places,  doth  not  arife  from  the  Liver  the 
Vniverfal  Fountain  of  Blood,  but  ' that  it  is  particularly 
generated  and  produced  by  the  Fital  Spirit,  imthofe  very 
parts,  which  favourethnotalittletf  Abfurdity. 

Seeing  therefore,  that  the  confiant  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  in  theMxcxoco^jxi,  can  he  in  no  wife  deny"*  d,  why 
jhould  not  alfo  fuch  a  Circulation  in  the  Macrocofhl  be 
admitted  as  true  ?  For  as  the  Blood  of  the  Human  Bo¬ 
dy  arifing  from  the  Liver,  dififufeth  it  felf  through  all 
the  Bafifages  and  Feins  of  the  Body,  as-  well  fmall  as 
great,  and  Conferveth  the  life  of  the  whole,  nourifiheth 
all  the  parts,  and  augmenteth  the  good  juices,  which  are 
changed  into  Flefih,  Bones,  Ski»,  and  Hairs  in  the  Mem¬ 
bers  themfielves,  and  leaving  the  unprofitable  Phleam  to  be 
expelled  by  the  Pores  of  the  skin  :  So  alfo  is  it  Jtith  the 
Nutriment  and  Vmverfal  Aliment  of  the  great  World, 
while  the^  Salt  water  without  intermififion,  of  the  great 
Sea,  or  Ocean,  encompaffiing  the  whole  Globe  of  the  Earth, 
by  many  fmall  and  great  p  off  ages  or  Feins,  pafifeth  through 
all  the  parts  of  the  Earth,  and  nourifiheth  and  fufiaineth 
them  with  its  Salt^  that  Minerals,  Metals,  Stones, 
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SW,  CUy,Shriiki,Trees,  and  Grafs  may  k  marifhed 

and  .arow.  and  in  grovcing  take  their  encreaje.  i  he  rejt 

of  the  Water  being  freed  from  all  faltnefsfs  exterminated 

as  a  Caper finity  in  the  Superficies^  and  being  dtfafed  tnto 
various  Springs^  as  well  f mall  as  great,  ts  expelled^  no 
ctherwife  than  the  fuperfiuoHS  fweat  of  the  Blood  tn  the 
Microcofm,  by  innumerable  pajfages  and  pores.  But  that 
in  many  places  of  the  Earth,  the  Water  doth  not  leave  its 
fatt  hut  carrieth  it  along  with  it  Jelf ,  that  may  very 
well  come  to  pajs  for  divers  reafons.  For  firB,  the  moft 
excellent  Governour,  by  His  Di  vine  Providence^  hath  mojt 
wifely  ordained  and  appointed,  that  a  fait  tvater  this 
kind  which  men  could  in  no  wife  be  without^  \hoUid  break 
forth  out  of  the  Earth,  and  it  is  thus,  ^eSied:  The  Sea¬ 
water  every  ’tohere  pajfing  through  the  pa f ages  and  clefts 
of  the  Earth,  in  fo?ne  places  is  dried  up  by  the  Central  fire, 
and  coaaulated-into  hard  and  great  pieces,  which  being 
d'goed  up  by  men,  and  difolved  by  the  help  of  Water,  and 
freed  from  its  faces,  is  boiled  up  in  fit  Fef els,  and  redu¬ 
ced  into  a  pure  Salt.  ,  .  ^  i  i 

But  if  it  happeneth  that  other  Water  pajfing  through 
thofe  paffages,  findeth  pieces  of  Salt  of  this  kind,  it  dtf 
folveth  fo  much  of  the  fame  as  it  can  carry  along  with 
it  and  afterwards  is  boiled  into  Salt  after  various  man¬ 
ners,  according  to  the  greater  or  lejjer  quantity  of  Salt  it 
hath  carried  along  with  it. 

But  that  one  Salt  Fountain  ts  richer  in  Salt  than 
another  ,  the  caufe  of  the  difference  is  in  the  Water, 
which  pajfing  by,  doth  more  or  left  affociate  it  felf  with 
the  Salt,  and  jo  is  made  ftronger  or  weaker. 

Thefe  few  things  are  fufficientfor  the  refelling  of  their 
Opinion, who  ajfert,that  Saline  Fountains  do  not  dr  aw  their 
original  from  the  Sea,  but  are  generated  and  produced  in  a 
peculiar  manner  in  the  Earth,  by  the  help  of  the  Stars. 

But  if  this  jhould  feem  credible,  neverthelefs  it  would 
feem  more  credible,  that  the  Sun  and  Stars  cafting  their 
Bays  and  Influences  into  the  Ocean  or  Seas,  jhould  there  ge¬ 
nerate  Salt,  which  afterwards  penetrating  through  the  per¬ 
vious  pajfages  of  the  Earth,  jhould  convey  due  nourifhment 
to  the  fame. 

This  reafon  may  alfo  he  affigned  of  the  greater  or  lejfer 
quantity  of  Salt  in  Fountains  or  Salt-fprings,  that  thofe 
■paffages  which  receive  fait  water  from  the  Sea,  differ  in 
feituation  of  place,  and  are  alfo  differently  difpofed  or  al¬ 
lotted  by  the  fea-water  it  felf,  which  being -various  and 
manifold  ( in  refpeU  of  faltnefs)  differs  much  in  one  place 
from  another. 

For  by  how  much  the  nearer  the  Sea^water  is  to  the 
North,  it  contains  fo  much  the  lefs  fait,  fo  that  oftentimes 
it  fcarcely  holds  the  tenth  or  twelfth  part  of  Salt.  But 
the  nearer  it  is  to  the  South  or  the  Eaft,  it  is  inriched  with 
fo  much  the  more  fait.  For  this  reafon, in  many  places  of 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  the  fea  ahoundeth  and  fwel- 
leth  with  fo  great  a  force  of  fait,  that  when  it  is  ftirred 
up  by  the  vehement  impel uojity  of  Tempefis,  it  cafis  out 
with  its  furges  a  copious fpume  or  frothy  feum  upon  the 
Jhore,  which  being  afterwards  dried  by  the  Bays  of  the 
Sun,  the  Inhabitants  are  wont  to  ufe  for  the  falting  of 
Flejh  and  Fiji}.  Experience  teacheth,  that  in  places  of 
this  fort,  four  pounds  of  Sea-.water  yield  one  pound  of  fab, 
and  the  fertility  of  thofe  Lands  alfo  indicates  the  great 
quantity  of  fab,  which  without  any  cultivation  or  hu¬ 
man  labour,  both  Winter  and  Summer  inrich  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  with  mojl  excellent  Fruits.  But  thofe  Regions  fei- 
tuated  near  the  ArSiick^  Pole,  or  North,  do  not  enjoy  fo 
great  a  fertility,  becaufe  they  want  the  greater  and  more 
penetrating  Beams  of  the  Sun,  and  do  not  exhibit  fo  great 
a  quantity  of  Sab,  which  is  the  caufe  of  all  fertility,  ar.d 
therefore  thofe  Regions  are  denied  fo  large  and  [pontaneous 
a  fruitfulnefs. 


But  that  Sab  which  the  Unskilful  have  been  accufio-. 
medto  have  in  little  or  no  regard,  may  be  had  in  greater^ 
honour;,  I  neither  could  or  would  any  longer  pafs  by  its  due 
Name  in  filence,  and  therefore  I  have  called  it.  thegreatejb 
Treafure,and  mojt  ample  Riches  of  the  World. 

jiior cover,  that  I  may  prove  and  demonfirate,  that  this 
common  abjeft  fab,  known  to  every  man,  (  in  which  the 
life,  conjervation,  growth,  and  propagation  of  all  the  Creaii 
tur'es  confijleth,  and  which  is  the  begintting  and  end  of  all 
things')  doth  deferve  this  title,  and  that  a  greater  Trea-'^ 
fure  is  not  found  in  the  Earth  •  it  will  be  necejfary  to  do 
thiSf  that  J  make  manifejl  the  infallible  i^crity  of  the 
Myjberies  of  GOD  and  Nature, 

But  J  defire  of  the  unprejudiced  Reader,  that  he  will 
not  be  offended  at  the  vilenefs  of  abjeSt  and  contemptible 
fab,  nor  think  that  J,  in  giving  this  Title  to  it,  and  cab 
ling  it  the  greatefi  Treajure  and  chief efi  Riches  of^  the 
whole  World,  have  exceeded  or  given  it  too  great  honour. 
For  fo  great  and  honourable  a  Title  doth  of  right  belong 
to  it,  and  jhould  as  yet  be  infignized  with  a  greater,  if  a 
greater  by  me  could  be  attributed.  And  I  eafily  perfwade 
my  felf,  that  if  thofe  who  are  captivated  by  the  hunger  of 
Gold,  pall  fee  this  Book,  und  read  the  Title,  they  wilt 
conceive  no  other  thing  in  their  minds,  than  the  defcription 
of  the  great  Vniveffal  it  felf,  or  the  revelation  of  great 
Riches  and  maffy  Treafures,  which  they  will  hope  to  find 
in  this  Treatijfe,  never  dreaming  that  poor  abjeSt  and 
contemptible  fab  Jhould  be  fet  before  them,  and  therefore 
will fay.  What  is  all  this  notfe  about  a  handful  of  Sab  ? 
Who  could  have  thought  that  Glauber  would  have  dared  to 
have  given  fuch  a  Title  to  Sab  ?  But  I  earneflly  require 
of  thee,  my  Friend,  that  thou  wouldfi  patiently  read  thofe 
things  which  in  this  Writing  1  have  put  before  thine  eyes, 
concerning  Sab,  and  that  thou  wouldfi  accurately  examine 
them,  that  thou  maifi  apprehend  me  to  have  written  the 
pure  and  fincere  truth.  If  they  exceed  the  capacity  of  thy 
mind,  and  thou  hafl  not  hitherto  learned  or  underfiood  the 
fame  from  the  Books  of  others,  1  would  have  thee  to  un¬ 
der  fi  and  that  all  men  have  not  knowledge  of  all  things,  and 
that  the  Omnipotent  GOD  hath  left  many  Sciences  to 
Pofierity,  which  he  hath  hitherto  concealed  from  the 
proud  and  haughty.  Read  over  and  over  the  true  Wri¬ 
tings  of  the  ancient  Fhilofophers,  that  thou  maifi  kpow^ 
and  throughly  know,  that  thofe  men  who  have  fear ched  the 
mofi  intimate  Penetrals  of  Nature,  had  jab  in  great  efiit 
mation,  to  have  indultrioufly  concealed  its  Myfieries  and 
Arcanums  from  the  ingrateful  World,  which  now  in  thefe 
lafi  times  are  brought  to  light,  for  thee  and  all  others,  to 
be  received  as  incomparable  Gifts,  with  a  grateful  mind. 

Therefore  Reader  bend  thine  Ears,  and  open  thine  Eyes, 
overgrown  with  blindnefs  and  darknefs,  attend  to  thofe 
good  things  which  I  jhall  difeourfe  to  thee  of  fab ;  if  thou 
wilt  make  trial,  and  will  fearch  them  throughly  by  an  ac¬ 
curate  examination,  whether  they  agree  with  Cod,  Nature 
and  Truth,  I  doubt  not,  but  thy  mind  will  be  enlightened 
with  a  great  li^ht,  and  thou  wilt  become  as  a  man  renova¬ 
ted-,  but  if  with  a  proud  mind  thou  jbab  ref  ufe  to  learn 
and  under fl  and  thofe  things,  or  feoff"  or  mock  at  them,  thou 
fhalt  be  reckoned  amongfi  the  number  of  Fools,  and  perpetu¬ 
ally  abide  in  the  fame,  although  Ariftotle  himfelf ,  and 
all  the  Profeffors  and  Doctors  jhould  [it  upon  thy  long  Afst 
ears,  and  thou  with  the  fame  jhouldfi  endeavour  as  an  Afs 
with  a  fack^to  cover  thyfoolijh  Pride  and  proud  folly.  ^It 
is  much  better  for  a  man  to  know  many  things, and  meajure 
or  efiimate  himfelf  in  his  own  way  or  manner,  thanto  know 
nothing,  and  bear  himfelf  out  with  the  vain  pride  of  his 
oWn  ignorance.  J kave  never  feen  any  man  endowed  with 
true  knowledge,  who  hathpref  erred  himfelf  to  others  j  on 
[the  contrary^  I  have  found  very  many,  who  being  fiirred 
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up  by  envy^  hatred^  and  inhumane  malice^  do  nothing 
fooner  or  more  readily,  than  infult  and  make  a  mockery  at 
pious  men^  to  whom  the  Divine  Bounty  hath  granted  his 
Gifts^  and  as  it  were,  devour  them  with  their  Wolf4ih 
Teeth  f  which  diabolical  wick^dnefs  the  Divine  Juft  ice  in 


its  own  time  will  not  fujfer  to  efcape  unpunijhed. 

Thus  much  Tw as  willing  to  fay  to  the  proud  Caviller* 
now  therefore  attend  to  thoje  things  which.  I  fhall  fpeak 
concerning  Salt, 
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THat  it  may  be  demonftrated  in  a  Compen¬ 
dium,  how  many  good  things?  as  firft  the 
Tranquility  of  our  mind,  the  chiefefl; 
Temporal  Good,  the  Confervation  of  our 
Bodily  Health,  the  great  Riches  and  Treafures,  and 
other  things  which  are  neceflary  for  humane  ufe,  are 
latent  or  hidden  in  the  defpicable  Body  of  Salt ;  in 
the  firft  place  let  us  hear  what  our  Saviour  Chrift 
himfelf  faith,  who  is  the  Truth?  the  Light,  and  the 
Life,  in  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Luke,  Chap.  14.  Ver.  34. 
and  in  Mark,  Chap.  9.  Ver.  50-  Salt  (faith  he)  is  a 
goodthing.  And  in  Luke,  Chap.  id.  Ver.  19.  No  man 
({a\thhQ) is  good,  but  God  alone.  But  he  calleth  his 
Difciples  the  Salt  of  the  Earth,  and  addeth?  If  the 
Earth  wanteth  [alt,  it  is  unprofitable,  neither  doth  it  bring 
forth  Fruit.  And  Dung  it  felf,  without  Salt,  is  of  no 
ufe.  This  is  as  if  he  Ihould  have  faid.  Salt  is  the 
nioft  noble  thing  of  the  whole  World-,  and  yet 
amongft  Fools  the  moft  abjecft  and  contemptible.  Be 
ye  like  to  this,  and  do  the  Will  of  God,  and  as  Me¬ 
diators,  lead  Sinners  to  GOD, which  otherwife  cannot 
be  done.  1  am  your  Head,  your  AFafier,  and  go  before 
you  •  tread  ye  in  tny  footfieps,  follow  me,  J  am  the 
lEay,  &c. 

But  to  return  to  Salt,  we  will  hear  the  opinion  of 
others  concerning  it :  There  is  here  no  need  to  cite 
the  Writings  of  Philofophers  at  length,  feeing  they 
areat  hand,  and  from  them  it  may  be  manfteft  to 
eyery  man,  that  next  after  GOD,  the  Sun,  and 
Fire,  they  have  efteemed  it  the  moft  Noble  Crea, 
tiire,  and  have  given  to  it  Honours  as  it  were  Divine. 
The  Heathens  would  not  facrifice  to  their  gods  with¬ 
out  Fire  and  Salt.  If  you  read  the  Old  and  New 
Teftamcnt,  you  fhall  find  that  God  himfelf  hath  com- 
nianded  to  have  regard  to  Salt-  In  the  Gofpel  of 
Si- M^rk^yon  fhall  find  that  all  men  are  tobefeafo- 
ned  or  preferved  by  Fire,  and  all  facrifices  with  fait, 
and  that  the  Lamp  or  Light’  upon  the  Altar  was  never 
to  be  pat  out,  but  to  be  kept  in  continual  Burning, 


In  the  Chriftian  Church,  this  manner  is  ftill  obfer- 
ved,  that  no  Infant  is  baptized,  without  fome  Light  ot 
Candle  be  prefent,  and  the  Prieft  fprinkles  a  little 
fait  upon  the  mouth  of  the  Baptized,  with  thele 
words.  Receive  the  fait  or  feafoning  of  Wifdom  j  as  if  he 
ihould  fay.  Learn  to  underfiand  and  know  God  and  be 
notUketheBeaJl,  which  hath  no  under  [landing.'*  Thefe 
Ceremonies  are  obferved  in  fome  places  at  this  day 
The  Greek  Church  baptizeth  with  fire  and  water,  by 
that  Rite  indicating  the  Holy  Ghoft  to  be  like  to  fire 
becaufe  he  warmeth  the  cold  hearts  of  Men,  enlive- 
neth  them,  and  turneth  them  to  GOD.  God  Him¬ 
felf  calleth  himfelf  a  confuming  Fire  ^  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft  hath  alwaies  appeared  in  the  form  of  Fire  and 
fhewed  Himfelf  to  the  Difciples  of  Chrift  in’ fiery 
Tongues.  The  Abyfini  profefling  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion  in  Africa,  under  the  moft  Potent  King  and 
Prieft  PresTerJohn,  baptize  with  Fire  and  Water,  and 
make  a  fign  or  mark  in  the  Foreheads  of  the  men 
whicharebaptifedjby  Burning.  In  fhort,  there  is  not 
any  man  among  the  Heathens,  Jews,  Turks, and  Chri- 
ftians,  who  doth  not  highly  value  Fire  and  Salt,  of 
which  notwithftanding  he  knoweth  no  more  than  a 
mad'-man,  or  than  a  Swine,  or  an  Ox,  or  other  irratio¬ 
nal  Beafts,  which  pafs  their  life  without  underftand- 
ing.  But  thefe  two  Creatures  of  God,  to  wit.  Fire 
and  Salt,  are  one  and  the  fame  in  the  foundation  of 
Nature;  for  Fire  produceth  5alt,  and  Salt  is  again 
converted  into  Fire,  and  Fire  into  5alt,  fothat  by  a 
mutual  converfion  they  are  alwaies  changed  one  in¬ 
to  ^  the  other.  Therefore  Hermes  the  Father  of 
Philofophers  faith.  That  which  is  above,  is  as  that 
which  is  below,  and  that  which  is  below,  as  that  which  is 
above  ;  as  you  may  read  in  his  Smaragdine  Table.  The 
Sun  or  Fire  is  above,  Salt  is  below,  which  is  by  an  ea- 
fie  way  rendered  combuftible,  like  the  fun  or  fire-  as 
I  have  taught  in  many  places  of  my  Writings,  and’  all 
Philofophers,  with  an  unanimous  confent,  do  confefs, 
that  the  greateft  Secret  lieth  hidden  in  fire  and  fait! 
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Hence  is  the  word  Alchymy  from  fire  and  fait, which 
penetrate  all  things,  and  Fire  is  the  Symbol  of  GOD, 
who  hath  alwaies  exhibited  himfelf  to  mortal  eyes, 
in  the  form  of  Fire ;  But  Salt  is  the  Symbol  of 
Eternity,  inafmuch  as  it  defendeth  and  preferveth  all 
things  from  Corruption. 

There  are  fome  who  determine  the  Evangelift 
to  have  underltood  Hermetick  Philofophy  ;  and 
there  is  yet  extani  an  Hymn,  compofed  andfung  by 
the  ancient  Fathers,  in  honour  of  the  fame  John.^  in 
which  occurr  thefe  words  :  Who  mak^th  Gold  of  Rods 
cr  and  Gemms  of  Stones.  Neverthelefs  I  leave 

thofe  things  to  every  man’s  judgment,  and  here  1 
only  fay  this,  That  both  Heavenly  and  Earthly  My- 
fteries  were  known  to  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles. 

But  although  I  have  never  taken  in  hand  fo  great  a 
Philofophick  Work,  neverthelefs  it  is  fo  known  to  me 
from  the  Writings  of  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  and 
from  the  Light  of  Nature,  that  by  comparing  things 
Divine  and  Humane,  I  could  eafily  fubjed  it  to  the 
Eye,  but  that  power  is  not  allowed  me,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  truft  that  no  man  will  make  an  evil  Interpreta¬ 
tion  of  what  I  have  faid,  feeing  that  thereby  I  aim 
at  nothing  but  the  glory  of  God,  arid  the  profit  of 
my  Neighbour* 

There  is  no  need  for  any  man  to  feek  many 
things  from  the  Old  and  New  Philofophers,  feeing 
that  by  reading  and  confidering  the  Divine  Wri¬ 
tings  of  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles,  he  may 

obtain  his  defire,  and  may  without  doubt,  in  them, 
find  the  Stone  of  Philofophers  defer ibed,  provided  he 
Ihall  have  but  a  little  knowledge  of  Nature-  I  will 
fay  no  more,  but  that  the  infallible  Truth  occurrs 
ia  thofe.  All  thefe  things  are  to  be  taken  fo, 
that  things  Divine  may  be  underftood  in  a  Divine 
fence,  and  Natural  things  in  an  Elementary  fence, 
without  changing  or  mixing,  feeing  that  they  have 
no  Communion  among  themfelves. 

But  left  it  Ihould  feein  to  any,  to  be  abfurd,  that 
St.  John  the  Evangelift  fhould  make  Gold  ofSticks  or 
Twiggs,  and  Gemms  of  Stones,  as  the  faid  Hymn 
teacheth,  by  an  Art  indeed  great,  and  to  be  admi¬ 
red,  I  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  open  and  Ihew  to 
the  Unskilful  by  what  means  that  might  be  done. 

In  the  firft  place,  this  was  pofiible  to  St.  as 
he  was  a  man  abundantly  gifted  with  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  feafoned  with  the  Salt  of  Wifdom,  fo  that  he 
might  perform  this  ailion  fupernaturally,  as  well  as 
naturally,  feeing  that  he  was  endowed  by  the  holy 
Spirit,  without  all  doubt  he  had  alfo  the  natural  Light 
in  his  poflelTion. 

But  by  which  of  thofe  powers  he  effefted  this,  is 
not  for  us  to  know,  nor  doth  it  behove  us  to  know. 
But  becaufe  few  will  believe  chat  St -John  wrought  the 
fame  by  natural  means,  and  many  not  believing  in 
Nature  and  Art,  will  only  fay,  that  it  could  never  be 
that  Wood  (liould  be  tranfmuted  into  Gold,  and 
Stones  into  Gemms.  And  although  the  later  fhould 
be  in  fome  fort  credible,  by  reafon  of  the  alliance  or 
likenefs  between  Stones  and  Gemms,  neverthelefs  the 
former,  by  reafon  of  the  great  difagreement  between 
Woods  and  Metals,  inafmuch  as  they  belong  to  di¬ 
vers  Kingdoms,  they  olfieft,  exceeds  all  Belief,  and 
other  Obje(n;ions  of  this  fort,  may  be  found  among  the 
I  Unskilful,  by  reafon  of  the  external  fpecies  of  place 
I  But  fuch  things  are  wont  to  move  no  admiration  in 
I  Philofophers,  much  lefs  any  doubt,  feeing  that  they 
are  not  ignorant  how  great  familiarity  there  is  of 
the  Vegetable  Kingdom  with  the  Mineral,  both  which 


have  their  Rife  from  the  fame  Subjeds,  viz..  Sale 
and  Fire,  which  their  Anatomy  doth  clearly  demon- 
ftrate.  And  although  this  may  exceed  the  Capacity 
offome,  yet  it  doth  not  thence  follow  that  it  is  not 
true.  I  fall  things  were  to  be  fpoken  truly  and  open¬ 
ly,  I  confefs.  ’there  would  be  found  a  very  fmall 
number  of  thofe  who  rightly  underftand  Nature, 
feeing  that  almoft  all  men  who  have  but  frequented 
a  School  for  fome  years,  and  obtained  anything  of 
Latin,  whether  they  underftand  Nature,  or  are  igs- 
norant  of  her,  will  be  taken  for  Philofophers,  traduce 
thofe  Philofophers  who  are  illuminated  by  the  light 
of  Nature,  with  ftrarige  Cavillings  and  wicked  Lyes, 
every  where  fetting  forth  themfelves  by  their  own 
ignorance.  Therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Se¬ 
crets  of  Nature  fhould  lie  hid,  and  by  the  ignorant 
and  unskilful  of  this  fort  be  all  taken  for  Fables  and 
foolifh  Whimfies,  which  their  Sheeps  Brains  cannot 
reach.  But  who  is  able  to  cure  this  Evil  ?  Per- 
verfe  manners  are  to  be  left  with  a  perverfe  World. 
But  that  I  may  prove  and  demonftrate  that  it  is  not 
altogether  impoffible  for  Art  to  tranfmute  Wood 
into  Gold,  I  will  point  out  by  what  means  it  may  be 
done- 

Firft,  Then  it  is  manifeft  before  all  things,  that  all 
Wood  and  every  Herb  hath  its  original  from  a  certain 
fulphureous  fait,  to  which  Metals  alfo  owe  their  Rife 
and  greatly  agree  in  limilitude,  and  by  an  intimate 
agreement  in  the  fame  name ;  fo  that  how  eafily  a 
Mineral  fuffereth  it  felf  to  be  changed  into  a  Vegeta¬ 
ble,  and  that  again  into  a  Mineral,  I  have  fignified 
in  other  places  of  my  Writings.  Indeed  if  you  fhall 
look  upon  the  external  difference  of  any  Wood  or 
Herb,  and  a  Metal,  it  will  indeed  appear  great ;  but 
being  reduced  to  their  firft  matter,  they  will  not  dif¬ 
fer  in  any  diferimination  i  as  is  manifefted  in  my 
Continnatton  of  Miraculum  Mundi, 

Therefore  if  the  firft  matter  of  Vegetables  be  ad¬ 
joined  to  any  metallic]?  feed,  this  is  nourifhed  by  that  5' 
and  again,  if  a  metal  be  reduced  to  its  firft  matter, and 
any  Vegetable  feed  put  to  it,  that  will  be  changed 
into  a  V egetable  •,  which  Experience  hath  often  fhew- 
ed  me.  But  if  thofe  two  had  not  a  great  affinity  with 
each  other,  they  would  not  fo  eafily  admit  of  a  mu¬ 
tual  converfion  one  into  the  others  the  feeds  indeed 
differ  between  themfelves ,  but  they  agree  in  the  firft: 
matter,  which  appeareth  thus;  If  a  fulphureous  fait, 
not  corrofive,  be  mixed  with  fand,  and  moiftened 
with  water,  and  the  feeds  of  divers  Herbs  fowed  in  it, 
for  every  feed  doth  thence  attradc  its  own  nouriffi- 
ment,  every  one,  according  to  its  fpecies,  producing 
its  like,  endowed  with  various  colours,  fmell,  and 
proper  tafte,  powers,  and  virtues,  all  which  proceed 
from  one  only  fait,  and  are  manifefted  by  the  heat  of 
the  Sun,  and  the  operation  of  the  internal  Archeus. 
But  to  make  the  matter  more  clear,  it  is  to  be  known 
that  the  principals  of  Vegetables  are  Water,  Salt, and 
Sulphur,  from  which  alfo  Metals  take  their  original, 
and  not  from  running  Mercury,  as  many  think.  For 
that  Argent'vive.^  in  its  own  peculiar  nature,  is  alfo  a 
metal  arifing  from  the  fame  three  principles,  from 
which  the  other  metals,  and  all  Vegetables  draw  their 
original,  viz.,  from  Water,  Salt,  and  Sulphur,  which 
their  Anatomy  maketh  manifeft-  Here  the  rout  of 
Unskilful  men  will  take  Counftl  to  refel  this  my  opi¬ 
nion,  inafmuch  as  it  will  feem  worthy  of  credit  to 
few.  But  the  caufe  of  this  incredulity  is  the  rudenefs 
andunskilfulnefsofmen  of  thisfort,  who  having  no 
Experience  in  Natural  things, nor  in  no  wife  enlighte- 
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Ded  by  the  Light  of  Nature,  are  blinder  than  a 

^  Thofe  things.which  hitherto  I  have  fo  often,  and 
with  fo  many  words  inculcated,  the  fame  I  here  re 

peat  and  affirm,  to  wit,  That  a  Metal  may  be  conver- 
ted  into  a  Vegetable,  and  that  again-  into  a  Metal, 
and  that  no  Vegetable  is  found,  from  which  a  natural 
and  yeUow  Sulphur,  in  all  things  like  to  the  Mineral, 
may  not  be  prepared  •,  and  this  Sulphur  prepared  of 
any  Vegetable,  if  it  be  adjoined  to  any  fixed  metallick 
Sulphur)  it  is  maturated  by  the  fame,  into  a  metal, 
yet  not  without  a  medium  ;  as  I  have  often  indicated 
in  my  Writings,  and  that  mediwn  I  have  faid  to  be 
Salt.  Therefore  whofoever  knoweth  how  to  adjoin 
any  immature  fulphur,  whether  Vegetable  or  Mine¬ 
ral,  to  any  ripe  Metal,  the  fixed  and  conflant  fulphur 
of  Gold  and  Silver,:  will  be  nouriffied  and  encreafed 
by  the  Vegetable  or  Mineral  fulphur,  not  fixed,  and 
will  tranfraute  that  into  the  fpecies  and  property  of 
the  other,  as  the  Ferment  fhall  be  white  or  red,  in  like 
manner  as  the  feed  of  any  V egetable  doth.  So  gold 
and  filver  may  be  made  of  a  fulphureous  fait,  accor¬ 
ding  to  any  ones  will,  which  neverthelefs  requires  a 
due  time, feeing  thatatranfmutation  of  thisfort  is  per= 
fedled  gradually, and  by  a  due  heat,asalfo  in  the  propa= 
cation  of  Vegetables  &Mineralsit  is  wont  to  be  done. 
From  thefw  things  it  appears,  that  thisTranfmutation 
is  the  meer  Work  of  Nature,  which  many  Experi¬ 
ments  which  1  have  made,  and  yet  am  able  to  make, 
do  evidently  demonftrate  •,  therefore  there  is  no  rea- 
fon  why  fuch  things  ffiould  feem  fo  wonderful  or  ab- 

furdtoany.  ,  ,  ^  ^  . 

Whether  St.  Johfi  performed  the  Tranfmutation  of 
'  which  we  have  fpoken,by  the  help  of  any  natural  Art, 
or  whether  he  did  the  fame  by  a  Divine  Power,  we 
will  not  here  difpute  •,  but  let  it  fuffice  to  have  demon- 
llrated  that  fuch  things  may  be  performed  by  a  natu- 
rdlreafon. 

For  when  Wood,  Bread,  or  piece  ofa  Bone  5  or  aT 
fo  any  Herb  fhall  be  adjoined  to  its  own  fait,  in  due  ' 
manner  of  Art,  and  reduced  to  its  firft  matter,  that 
fait  tranfmuteth  the  Flower,  Bread,  Wood,  or  Herb 
into  a  fulphureous  fait,  which  encreafeth  the  growing 
faculty  of  Vegetables  and  Minerals.  A  fait  of  this 
fort  being  mixed  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  white  Flint 
reduced  to  powder,  and  melted  in  a  ftrong  Fire,  will 
give  a  red  and  pellucid  Hone  or  glafs,  which  if  it  be 
kept  long  in  the  Fire,  it  turneth  green,  and  at  length 
black,  like  a  Coal,  and  acquireth  fo  great  hardnefs, 
that  it  may  be  cut  and  polifhed  after  the  manner  of 
other  precious  Hones.  Here  the  defirous  of  Art  may 
fee,  that  by  one  and  the  fame  way,  and  in  one  and 
the  fame  time,  that  Gold  may  be  prepared  of  Wood, 
and  fair  and  pellucid  Hones,  of  various  colours,  of 
white  Flints.  But  that  the  Eyes  of  the  fludious  of 
Divine  and  Natural  things,  may  be  the  better  opened, 
I  will  more  clearly  expound  what  the  firH  matter  is. 

Therefore,  as  to  this  firH  matter,  of  which  we  here 
fpeak,that  of  it  Metals  no  lefs  than  Vegetables  may 
be  brought  forth,  it  is  to  be  known  how  eafily  k  may 
be  prepared  by  the  help  of  Fire,  and  ofa  certain  Salt 
not  corrofive,  of  Metals,  Vegetables,  and  Animals, 
and  indeed  fo  fwiftly,  that  in  the  fpace  of  three  hours 
a  piece  of  Bread,  Fleffi,  or  of  any  Metal,  may  be  tranf- 
muted  into  a  fulphureous  fait. '  The  fame  thing  alfb 
happeneth  in  the  Homachs  of  Men  and  Beafls,  in  which 
the  Vegetables  and  Animals  which  are  eaten,  Ure  con- 
fumed  in  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  and  tranfmuted  into 
that  fulphureous  fait  from  which  they  have  drawn 
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their  Rife.  But  Metals  being  too  fixed  and  compaft, 
thofe  Homachs  have  no  Jurifdidion  over  them,  inaf- 
much  as  they  are  not  able  to  reduce  them  to  their  firft 
matter,  except  the  fame  were  fo  reduced  before,  and 
fo  fhould  come  into  the  ftomach,  opened  by  a  radical 
folution,  and  fo  are  digefted  and  confumed  like  Ani¬ 
mals  and  Vegetables.  But  what  need  is  there  of  the 
help  of  humane  Homachs  to  perform  fuch  things,  fee¬ 
ing  that  Operations  of  this  fort  may  be  perfefted  by 
the  help  of  Fire  and  Art.  A  moift  putrefaction  with* 
out  the  help  of  Fire,  performeth  the  fame  thing  in 
Vegetables  and  Animals,  in  a  long  Procefs  of  time  j 
but  in  Metals  very  difficultly,  and  not  except  in  a  very 
long  time.  N either  are  humane  Stomachs  themfelves 
alike  potent,  in  reducing  every  Vegetable  to  its  firft: 
matter,  inafmuch  as  they  exercife  their  power  only 
upon  thofe  Vegetables  which  by  a  due  Preparation 
are  firft  rendered  fit  to  be  digefted  and  concoCted 
by  the  ftomach,  and  reduced  to  their  firft  matter. 

For  firft  they  are  boiled,  roafted,  or  prepared  by  fome  . 
other  way,  becaufe  thofe  things  which  are  admitted  | 
into  the  Body,  contrary  to  humane  Nature,  exercife 
nothing  but  venomous  Operations.  By  a  like  reafon, 
Metals  and  Minerals  refufetobe  brought  to  their  firft 
matter  in  a  humane  Stomach,  feeing  that  the  ftomach 
cannot  fuffer  them,as  being  averfeto  humane  Nature,' 

,but  ejects  them  as  a  certain  Venome ,  not  without 
great  peril  of  Life.  Here  1  except  Gold,  which  Me¬ 
tal  only,  being  firft  rightly  prepared,  doth  not  refufe 
reduction  into  its  firft  matter  in  the  ftomach  of  Man  j 
neverthelefs  Art  doth  it  more  eafily  and  readily.  He 
whoJ  knoweth  not  this  Artificial  Reduction,  muft  be 
content  with  the  Natural,  which  neverthelefs  is  not 
defirable,  by  reafon  of  the  toil,  ftink,  and  length  of 
time  which  it  requires.  For  which  reafon  it  is  of  lefs  . 
account  than  the  artificial.  Some  of  the  ancient 
Philofophers  have  indeed  f  not  without  reafon)  ufed 
the  Dungs  of  Animals,  by  reafon  of  the  incredible 
Virtues  which  they  poffefs.  But  becaufe  we  have 
better  and  fitter  Medicaments  at  hand,  not  without  j 
reafon  we  omit  thofe,  and  leave  them  to  them^  who  ; 
labour  under  the  want  of  better  j  which  happeneth 
to  Country  people,  who  being  remote  from  Cities 
and  Medicines,  are  wont  to  ufe  Dungs  in  various  Di- 
feafes  inftead  of  Medicines.  They  purge  the  Bodies 
of  Boys  and  Girls  with  Moufe  -  dung,  Horfe-  j 

dung,  and  Goofe-dung,  being  dilTolved  in  Wine  or  1 

Beer,  and  ftrained  through  a  Linen  Cloth,  they  ufe  ! 
in  curing  the  Falling-ficknefs  by  Sweat.  In  the  Cure 
of  an  EryJipelaSi  or  Burns^  or  Scalds^  they  ufe  Hoggs- 
dung  j  and  in  all  kind  of  SmlUngs  Sheeps- dung  ‘,  in  a 
Quinfey  white  Doggs-turd,  or  Humane  dung,  as  alfo  1 
to  other  Difeafes  of  the  Neck,  which  the  rude  and  j 
ignorant  are  wont  to  drink  againft  various  inward  ' 
and  outward  defeCls  of  the  humane  Body. 

I  remember  once  to  have  feen  an  admirable  Cure 
done  in  a  moment  by  the  help  of  humane  dung,  in  a 
certain,  long,  and  tedious  Difeafe, which  it  plainly  and 
fwiftly  removed,  drawing  thofe  into  admiration  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  reafon  of  fo  fwift  a  Cure.He  that  '  i 
underftandeth  the  nature  and  properties  of  Dung,will  i 
eafily  perfwade  himfelf,that  wonderful  things  may  be 
effedled  by  the  fame.  The  reafon  is  ready,  becaufe 
humane  Dung  is  nothing  elfe  but  Bread  and  Flefh,  re¬ 
duced  into  their  firft  matter,  all  their  Bonds  being 
loofened,  and  rendered  fit  for  the  exercifing  of  their 
Virtues  ^  and  from  humane  Dung  is  elicited,  without 
any  great  difficulty,  a  natural  Burning,  and  like  to  Mi¬ 
neral  Sulphur,  of  which  being  mixed  with  Coals  and 

Salt-pttre,  ; 
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Salt-petre,  Gunpowder  is  wont  to  be  made  ;  as  alfo 
a  certain  Saltj  not  much  unlike  the  Sal  Enixam  of 
Paracel  fas.  And  both  thofe,  to  wit,  that  Sulphur, 
and  that  Salt,  the  Humane  dung  containeth  in  it  felf ; 
the  which  may  put  forth  their  wonderful  Virtues,  by 
admirable  Operations,  I  think  may  be  doubted  by  no 
man.  Put  a  piece  of  Gold  for  a  time  into  Humane 

dung,  and  afterwards  cleanfe  it  by  walking,  you  lhall 

'  find  it  equally  yellow,  asif  ithadlain  in  a  Lixivium, 
in  which  common  Mineral  Sulphur  had  been  dilTolved. 
And  that  yellownefs  adhering  to  the  Gold  for  rather 
Stiver.,  for  the  better  dtfttnbtion^  is  but  the  Vegitable  or 
Animal  Sulphur  arifing  from  the  Food  which  the  Man 
hath  eaten. 

This  I  fay  is  the  caufe  that  the  Dungs  of  Men  and 
I  Beads  produce  fo  great  effeds,  which  Bread  and 
Flelh  otherwife  cannot  produce,  before  they  are  red  u- 
'  ced  into  their  firft  matter.  Neverthelefs,  I  do  not 
therefore  admit  them  of  value  in  Medicine,  but  only 
fhew  whence  they  have  their  Virtues  of  refilling  Di= 
feafes,  that  by  this  means  I  may  alTert  V egitables,  A- 
riinals,  and  Minerals  do  highly  exercife  their  Vir- 
i  lues,  when  they  return  to  their  firft  matter,  not  that 
it  is  at  all  necellary  to  be  done  in  the  Stomachs  of  Ani= 
rnals,  feeing  that  the  Operation  of  the  fire  alone 
ferveth  for  this  redudion. 

In  what  manner  foever  this  firft  matter  be  made, 
whether  by  the  Stomachs  of  Animals,  or  by  the  O- 
peration  of  fire,  there  is  no  great  difference,  only 
I  that  which  is  made  by  fire  is  purer,  and  not  fo  ftink- 
;  ing,  as  that  which  is  done  by  the  Stomachs  of  Ani- 
I  mals,  although  in  gilding  of  Silver,  they  are  found 
'  to  be  equal,  and  obtain  a  fulphurous  nature.  And 
hence  it  appears,  that  there  lies  hid  in  Bread,  and  in 
Flelh,  a  fugacious  and  fpiritual  Gold.  And,  for  this 
reafon  1  conclude,  that  in  all  things  of  the  World 
i  born  of  Salt,  and  brought  to  Maturity  by  the  heat  of 
1  the  Sun,  there  is  neceffarily  reconded  a  fugacious  V o- 
j  latile,  and  fpiritual  Gold,  yet  in  greater  quantity  in 
;  one  fubjed  than  another,  but  not  manifefted  till  the 
body  containing  it,  by  the  help  of  art,  returneth  to 
I  its  firft  matter. 

The  which  Art,  feeing  that  it  is  out  of  the  reach  of 
Rufticks,  it  is  but  reafonable,  that  they  Ihould  make 
ufe  of  Dungs,  without  any  ill  interpretation.  For  in 
the  greater,  and  more  powerful  Virtues  to  be  produ¬ 
ced,  Dungs  are  found  more  potent  than  thofe  things 
from 'which  they  proceed.  Bread,  Wine,  Flelh,  and 
the  like  things  deftinated  for  the  nourilhment  of  the 
Body,  are  not  Medicines,  but  only  Nutriments,  from 
which,  after  an  Animate  Body  hath  feparatedits  Ali- 
!  ment,  that  which  is  left,  obtaineth  Medicinal  Powers 
1  and  Virtues and  did  I  not  fear  that  this  dungy  dif- 
courfe  Ihould  lead  me  too  far  from  my  purpofe,  I 
.  could  declare  things  to  be  admired  of  Dungs.  For 
(  Metals  alfo  being  prepared  but  once  by  the  help  of  A- 
nimals,  may  be  wonderfully  Converted,  and  reduced 
to  their  firft  matter,  although  it  is  in  no  wife  neceffa- 
ry  that  we  Ihould  take  that  way  of  doing  it,  feeing 
that  an  eafier  and  better  way  is  at  hand,  than  that  by 
the  help  of  Animals.  But  he  that  is  ignorant  of  this 
artificial  Converlion,  muff;  be  content  with  theother, 
till  the  teachings  of  experience,  lhall  bring  him  to  bet¬ 
ter  things. 

That  incredible  Virtues  are  hidden  in  the  Dungs  of 
Animals,  Paracelfas  at  fome  time  declared,  in  the  pre= 
fence  of  fome  Noble-Men,  to  fome  Unskilful  Phyfi- 
cians,  who  being  moved  with  anger,  departed,think- 
ng  themfelves  to  be  highly  reproached  by  Paracelfas, 
i 


becaufe  they  had  asked  of  him  fome  great  Medicinal 
Secret,  and  he  had  fet  before  them  Humane 
Dung.  But  without  doubt,  he  would  have  fliewed 
them  great  Secrets  hidden  in  fuch  a  matter,  which 
exceeded  their  dull  Capacities,  but  not  the  incompas 
table  Ingeny  of  Paracelfas^  who  without  doubt  had 
revealed  to  them  thofe  Secrets  which  himfelf  had 
found,  had  they  not  gone  away  from  him  with  wrath 
and  Indignation. 

In  another  place  of  his  Writings,  he  faitli  in  ex- 
prefs  words,  that  he  that  knoweth  not  his  own  Dung, 
knoweth  nothing  at  all,  and  is  a  blind  Afs,  to  whom 
nothing  of  Heaven  and  Earth  is  manifeft ;  which 
words  do  plainly  prove  Paracelfas  to  been  able 
to  perform  many  things  with  Dung,  But  this  I  af¬ 
fert,  that  this  my  Tranfrautation,  and  Converfionof 
things  into  their  firft  matter,  doth  far  excel  that 
which  is  done  by  Dungs,  in  as  much  as  being  endowed 
with  a  greater  efficacy,  it  appeareth  not  in  the  fpecies 
of  Dung,  but  of  a  Sulphureous  Salt,  and  may  com- 
modioufly  be  ufed  by  all  Men,  and  in  all  Difeafes.  Its 
Virtues  are  not  reftrained  to  any  particular  Difeafe, 
but  operate  generally,  not  only  in  all  Humane  Difea¬ 
fes,  but  alfo  in  all  Infirmities  and  Defedts  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles  and  Minerals,  as  I  have  Ihewed  in  other  places  of 
my  Writings.  What  I  have  here  fpoken  of  Dungs, 
I  would  not  have  any  think  that  I  have  done  it  to  the 
end  that  I  would  have  them  ufed  in  Medicine,  but  for 
this  reafon,  that  I  might  fhew  the  great  difierence  be¬ 
tween  an  Herb  as  brought  forth  by  the  Earth,  and 
that  which  being  firft  digefted,  the  Animal  Stomach 
hath  freed  from  its  Bonds,  and  reduced  it  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  its  hidden  Virtues :  The  which  I  have  very 
clearly  proved  by  the  Dungs  of  Animals.  Therefore 
the  expert  and  learned  Phyfician,  fetting  afide  all 
Dungy  Medicines,  may  by  the  Spagyrick  Art,  reduce 
his  Herbs  to  their  firft  matter,  that  is  a  Sulphurous 
Salt,  and  may  perform  by  Salts  of  this  fort,  more 
and  greater  things,  than  by  the  unprofitable,  andde- 
ftitute  of  all  Virtue,Barks,  Shells,  and  empty  Husks, 
which  a  multitude  of  Phyficians  are  accuftomed  to  ufe 
at  this  day.  I  have  thought  fit  to  expofe  to  the  light 
thefe  fq'w  things,concerning  the  firft  matter  of  things, 
and  Dungs,  which  are  not  diftinguifhed,  by  any  great 
difference :  But  let  us  return  to  the  matter  it  felf,  and 
feehow  fairly  the  light  of  Nature  ftiineth  from  the 
Divine  Light. 

'As  God  formed  the  firft  Man  ^dam  of  the  Earthy 
and  breathed  into  him  a  living  Soul,  and  placed  him 
in  Paradife,  and  the  Devil  withdrew  him  from  God, 
and  Precipitated  him  into  Eternal  Damnation,  tiling 
the  Serpent  as  a  Mediator :  So  alfo, Man  who  fell  from 
his  Creator,  being  deceived  by  Satan,  by  the  Divine 
Serpent  and  Mediator,  to  wit,  Jefus  Chrift,was  again 
to  be  reconciled  to  God,  which  could  no  otherwife 
be  done,  and  God  permitted  it  f6  to  come  to  pafs, 
who  otherwife  might  have  bridled  the  Devil,  fo  that 
he  could  not  have  feduc’d  a  Man,  and  alfo  could  have 
kept  Satan  himfelf  in  his  Angelical  Eftate,  that  he 
Ihould  have  had  no  hatred  againft  God  or  Man.  Now 
this  Philofophick  Elementary  Secret  may  be  compa^ 
red,  in  all  points,  to  the  Heavenly  Miftery.  F  or  if  the 
Elementary  Sun,  in  the  feparation  made  by  God,  in 
which  he  lifted  himfelf  on  high  from  the  rude  and 
formlefs  Chaos,  had  not  ejefted  his  earthly  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  Sulphur,  and  fent  it  down  to  the  Abyfs  of  the 
Earth,  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  when  they  now  penetrate 
the  Earth,  would  not  be  hindered  to  Communicate 
with  the  Solar  Progeny  or  Iffiie,  fo  that  the  Bowels  of 
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the  Earth  would  produce  nothing  but  Gold  •,  and  the 
other  Metals?  'viz,.  Iron,  Lead,  Tin,  Copper, 
fliould  not  be,  which  neverthelefs  are  brought  forth 
impure  .owing  their  received  impurity  to  that  impure, 
ftinking,  and  earthly  Sulphur,  which  is  mixed  with  a 
Metallick  Body  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth. 

But  to  help  Metals  infefted  with  a  Sulphur  of  this 
fort,  that  they  may  become. like  to  Gold,  as  the  Son 
of  the  true  Sun,  it  is^necelTary  that  Sol  fliould  humble 
his  Son,  to  wit  Gold,  and  fuffer  him  to  put  on  a  Sa-- 
line  nature, whereby  he  may  become  the  Medium  of  re¬ 
ducing  radically  the  imperfedMetals  toperfeftion-Salt 
is  the  orfly  Medium  of  reconciling  Gold  to  common 
Sulphur,  and  of  making  of  it  a  Tindure,changing  the 
imperfed  Metals  into  perfed,  of  which  all  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  whom  few  underfland,  have  written  fo 
clearly. 

Concerning  this  matter  I  have  wrftten  very  clearly 
in  a  Treatife,  which  I  lately  publifhed,  defcribing  a 
Saline  Water,  or  jiumm  Potabile^  which  certainly 
containetha  great  Miflery,  although  very  many  can 
neither  underfland  or  believe  it.  For  becaufe  it  whoh 
ly  tingeth  Mercury,  it  cannot  be  a  folution  of  com» 
non  Gold,  becaufe  no  Water,  nor  no  Liquor  prepa¬ 
red  Of  Corporal  Gold  it  felf,  can  give  to  Mercury  a 
, conflant  Tindure.  It  may  indeed  be  done  that  Gold 
diffolved,  may  adhere  to  argent  <vive^  or  that  to  Gold, 
fo  that  both  may  pafs  together  into  a  white  Am,al- 
gama :  But  that  fuch  an  Amalgama  fltould  become  yel¬ 
low  and  hard, or  the  Argent  vive  tranfmuted  intoGold, 
will  never  happen,  although  it  fhould  be  digefledor 
coded  an  hundred  years  in  fuch  a  Golden  folution . 
For  the  fnowy  whitenefs  of  Mercury  never  fufFereth 
it  felf  to  be  tinged  or  coloured  by  common  Gold, 
but  is  obedient  to  any  tinging  and  coagulating  Sul¬ 
phur,  concerning  which  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  Mtracdum  Mmdi^  more  things  are  de¬ 
clared.  Let  thefe  few  words  be  well  examined,  in 
which  will  be  found  g  great  Miflery  -,  to  wit  the  whole 
Philofophick  w^ork  it  felf,  provided  the  light  of  Na¬ 
ture  (hall  a  little  fnine.  Neverthelefs  this  is  not  fo  ef¬ 
ficacious,  as  that  it  can  reveal  fuch  Mifteries  to  a  Man 
who  wants  Venus  to  open  his  Eyes,  with  which  he 
may  behold  the  light  of  Nature.  For  without  God, 
there  is  no  light,  and  without  light,  no  life,  nolln- 
derflanding  nor  Wifdom ;  Obfcurity  is  Death,  and 
Death  Eternal  Dellrudion. 

Salt  fpeaketh  thus  of  itfej^f;  freandlife^  and 
r.oCombufiible  Sdphur  can  be  made.Gold^  except!  be  the 
Mediator-  Saltis  the  only  Medium  between  Com- 
buflible  and  Corrupt  Sulphur,  or  the  imperfed  Me¬ 
tals,  and  Gold.  The  pernicious  Sulphur  or  Satan, 
which  lieth  hid  in  lean  Death,  is  firfl  to  be  vanquifhed 
and  overcome  in  Hell,  then  arifing  a,  Glorified  Body, 
it  occupieth  its  Royal  Throne,  and  Converteth  the 
Difeafie  Metals  into  Gold. 

But  to  delay  the  Reader,  burning  with  a  defIre  of 
Divine  and  Humane  Myfleries,  no.longer.  Twill  de» 
fcribe  the  whole  Operation  in  aPhilofophick  manner, 
briefly,  clearly,  and  truly,  as  I  have  oftentimes  done 
it  with  my  hands,  but  never  yet,  by  reafon  of  vari¬ 
ous  Obflacles  have  brought  it  to  a  due  perfedion. 

To  the  common  Salt  of  the  Earth  well  cleanfed, 
adjoin  a  Terreflrial  Sulphur  in  a  due  weight,  the  in- 
jeded  Rays  of  the  Sun  being  firfl  received  by  the  Salt ; 
the  Salt  and  Sulphur  will  fight  in  Hell  fo  long,  until 
the  Salt  overcometh  the  Devil  and  Death,  and  arifeth 
a  Glorified  Body,  by  which  its  fick  Brethren  are  to  be 
Cured,  or  Converted  into  Gold. 


This  is  the  whole  Operation,  in  which  nothing  is 
omitted,  but  the  weight,  and  the  name  of  Satan  or 
Death.  But  the  name  of  the  Salt  I  have  already 
manifefled,  and  nothing  here  remains,  -  but  that  I 
fhould  exprefs  the  name  of  Satan  and  Death,  which 
for  the  Glory  of  God  and  Profit  of  my  Neighbour,  I 
will  not  conceal. 

The  Death  and  Devil  <  :  all  Metals,  is  that  Combu- 
flible  Sulphur,  which  having  its  feat  in  all  things,  is 
equally  in  Vegitables,  Animals,  and  Minerals-  Con¬ 
join  Salt  and  burning  Sulphur,  and  caufethem  to  fight 
until  the  life  (that  is  Salt)  fhall  overcome  and  fwal- 
low  up  the  burning  Sulphur,  which  is  Death,  and 
from  both  will  proceed  a  Glorified  Body,  like  a  fair 
Ruby,  or  pellucid  and  red  Carbuncle,  by  which  the 
DifeafesofMen  and  Metals  may  be  cured -In  this  man¬ 
lier  of  operating,  delivered  in  few  words,  lierh  hida- 
miflery  of  great  moment,  which  one  of  a  thoufar.d 
will  fcarce  underfland,  and  by  reafon  of  thevilenefs 
of  the  matter,  it  will  be  to  many  ofFenfive,  and  con¬ 
temptible.  But  we  will  have  no  regard  to  Fools,  blind= 
ed  with  their  own  folly  and  madncfs,  who  feek  good 
where  it  is  not  to  be  found,  and  neither  do  nor  will 
know  it  when  put  before  their  eyes.  If  after  a  So-, 
phiflical  manner  I  fhould  have  propofed  Lome  Chy-, 
mical  Operation  with  a  long  and  tedious'  Circumflance 
of  words,  I  make  no  doubt,  but  the  blind  World 
would  more  readily  have  received  it,  than  afhort  and, 
compendious  way  of  operating  of  this  fort :  Whence 
Sendivf)gins.y  and  other  true  Philofophers,  have  not' 
faid  without  caufe,  that  if  the  true  manner  of  Ope¬ 
rating  fhould  be  revealed  to  any  man,  neverthelefs, 
by  reafon  of  the  vilenefs  of  the  matter,  it  would 
not  be  believed.  For  this  reafon,  fome  will  objedlj 
I  pray  what  good  is  like  to  be  in  fo  vile  and  abjedl  a 
thing  as  Salt  ?  And  when  was  Sulphur  wont  to  be* 
made  Gold  ?  Hence  alfo,  they  neither  will  nor  can 
believe  the  truth. 

But  that  I  may  clearly  prove,  that  there  are  Secrets 
hidden  in  Salt  and  Sulphur,  it  behoveth,  that  1  ma- 
nifeft  thofe  things  more  largely.  Salt  is  the  Symbole 
of  Eternity,  feeing  that  it  is  not  diminiflied  nor  ah 
tered,  neither  by  Fire,  Air,  Water,  or  Earth,  but 
preferveth  all  things  for  a  longtime  from  Corruption. 
It  is  a  thing  well  known,  and  converfant  in  the  fight  of 
all  the  World,  and  is  a  help  to  all  other  things,  yet 
w^nts  not  the  help  of  any  thing-  Burning  Sulphur  is 
the  Symbole  of  Death,  and  the  true  Infernal  Devil, 
which  no  Element,  nor  any  other  thing  (one  Salt  ex¬ 
cepted  )  is  able  to  vanquifh  and  overcome.  For  al¬ 
though  Sulphur  not  yet  freed  from  its  Bonds,  being 
furely  kept  in  its  Prifon  fhould  fuffer  it  felf  for  many 
years  to  be  tortured  by  the  fire,  yet  would  it  not  re¬ 
ceive  any  fenfible  mutation,  nor  any  lofs  of  weight, 
provided  there  be  no  open  pafFage  for  its  Exit.  By 
the  like  reafon,  if  it  fhould  abide  an  hundred  years, 
in  the  Air  or  Water,  yet  it  would  in  no  wife  putrifie. 
Salt  only  overcometh  it,  and  changeth  it  into  a  Car¬ 
buncle;  I  fay  into  a  Carbuncle,  fo  called,  becaufe  fhi- 
ning  with  a  pellucid  rednefs,  it  fheweth  like  a  burning 
Coal,  and  for  its  excellency  may  be  accounted  among 
Precious  Stones.  It  is  found  by  few,  but  they  who 
have  it  in  pofleffion,  hide  it,  nor  do  they  expofeit  to 
Sale  like  Diamonds,  or  other  Gemms.  It  is  not  dig» 
ged  out  of  rough  Mountains,  as  others,  but  is  fought 
by  Prayers  to  God,  and  acquired  by  the  Labour  of 
the  Hands. 

But  why  do  I  fay  fo  much  ?  Seeing  that  I  have  al¬ 
ready  exceeded  my  due  limits,  yet  I  know,  that  what 
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I  have  faid  will  exceed  the  capacity  and  iinderftanding 
of  the  Impious.  But  that  no  man  fliould  doubt,  that 
fait  and  fuiphur  are* moll  noble  Creatures,  aldiough- 
very  lightly  cfteemed,  I  will  prove  that  fait  is  the 
beginning  and  end  of  all  things.  In  the  Creation  of  the 
World  fait  was  firft  made,  from  which  afterwards  the 
four  Elements  proceeded,  fo  that  by  the  philofophcrs 
fait  is  called  The  Center  of  the  Elements  concentrated  -, 
and  by  the  fame  reafon,  by  which  it  was  the  firll,  it 
ftill  is,  and  remaineth  the  laft.  All  things  arife  from 
fait,  and  after  they  aredeftroyed  by  death,  do  again 
return  into  the  fame.  Et  fal  thefanr  os  grandes  ^  pjf- 
det  ignis.  In  Salt  and  Fire  are  contained  great  Treajmes . 
Salt  is  Fire,  and  Fire  is  Salt,  and  they  contain  in  them= 
felves  a  third  thing,  to  wit,  an  hidden  Spirit.  When 
the  moll  Omnipotent  Creator  had  pronounced  the 
word  Elat.,  and  had  created  fait,  the  Chaos  was  after¬ 
wards  parted  or  divided  into  four  portions,  and  divers 
feats  or  places  alTigned  to  each,  and  alfoeach  had  its 
Name  given  to  it ;  which  being  done,  the  Elements 
took  their  beginning, infeituting  in  thcmfelves  mutual 
actions,  and  ordaining  their  generations.  The  moll 
’  pure  and  fubtile  part  became  the  Eirmamcrt,  and  gave 
the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars  the  more  grofs  and  heavy, 
pined  together  into  a  ma's  of  Earth,  and  like  fxces 
or  dreggs,  occupied  the  lowed  place.  The  watery 
and  airy  Portions  encompafs  the  Terrene  Globe. 

Now  when  the  fuperiour  or  fiery  part,  with  the 
Stars  operate  and  immit  their  powers  upon  the  lower 
part  or  Sea,  the  Water  is  rendered  pregnant,  or  as  it 
were  vvith  young,  and  generateth  Salt  without  inter- 
miUiion.  But  led  this  continual  generation  of  Salt,  ef- 
feded  by  the  operation  of  Fire,  Ihould  be  produced  in 
the  Sea  or  Water  only,  and  the  red  of  the  Elements 
Ihould  be  idle.  God  hath  alfo  given  to’each  of  thefe  its 
proper  Gift,  wz,.  to  the  Air,  that  it  Ihould  receive  the 
feed  fent  from  the  Stars,  and  communicate  it  to  the 
Water;  to  the  Water,  that  it  fliould  didribute  the- 
received  feed  through  the  paflages  and  clefts  of  the 
Earth,  that  fo  by  this  reafon  Minerals  and  Metals 
of  every  kind  might  as  well  be  produced  within  the 
earth,  as  all  kinds  of  Herbs,  Fruits, and  Trees,  without 
it  in  the  fuperficies,  ferving  for  the  nutriment, encreafe 
and  multiplication  of  Animals-  This  thing  is  wit- 
nefl'ed  by.  daily  Experience  ;  for  if  the  Sea  Ihould  not 
difperfe  its  fait  through  the  earth,  fo  many  excellent 
Minerals  could  in  no  wife  exid  in  its  bowels,  neither 
in  its  fuperficies  could  not  fo  many  and  fo  great  Trees 
nor  fo  various  and  manifold  Herbs,  and  fuch  divers 
forts  of  Grafs,  be  brought  forth..  Foras  much  Salt 
as  Vegetables  draw  to  the  external  fuperficies,  and 
Minerals  to  the  inward  bowels,  fo  much  the  Sea  or 
Salt-water  redoreth  to  them,  £b  that  the  Earth  may 
never  labour  under  a  want  of  its  fait,  of  which  the 
Indigent  are  to  be  rendered  partakers.  For  if  the 
Sea  Ihould  not  provide  for  the  Globe  of  the  Earth  a 
continual  nourilhment,  the  Earth  it  felf  being  dedi- 
tute  of  the  fame,  would  not  be  able  to  afford  a  due 
aliment  and  encreafe  to  other  things.  For  a  Ched 
which  is  continually  exhauded  by  taking  out,  and 
nothing  put  in,  at  length  being  empty,  retaineth  no¬ 
thing.  But  becaufe  the  wife  Providence  of  God  hath 
appointed  that  the  Terene  Globe,  without  interrai- 
tion,  Ihould  be  fertile  in  bringing  forth  good  Fruit  for 
the  nourilhment  of  Mankind,  necelTity  requireth  that 
a  perpetual  aliment  fliould  be  afforded  to  the  Earth, 
from  the  Sea,  for  which  end  the  Stars  never  ceafe  in 
animating  the  Air  and  Water  with  their  influences, 
that  the  Elements,  by  mutual  helps,  might  fuccour 


one  another,  and  no  dop  or  hinderaiice  fliould  be  put 
to  the  courfe  of  Nature.  For  if  one  Element  only 
red,  and  ceafe  to  perform  its  office,  the  other  w'ould 
allb  ceafe  from  W’orking,  and  fall  into  fuch  a  Red. 

Except  the  Stars  fliould  generate  Salt,  and  the 
Water  receiving  it,  Ihould  difperfe  it  through  the 
Earth,  by  what  means  fliould  it  come  to  pafs,  thatany 
thing  fliould  be  brought  forth,  grow,  and  encreafe  ? 
The  whole  Orb  ot  the  Earth  Vv^ould  at  length  grow 
dry,  and  perilli,  which  neverthclefs  by  the  perpetual 
accefs  of  fait,  never  interniitteth,  but  is  encreafed 
and  fuftained. 

There  is  no  Stone  which  can  want  Salt,  which  ar- 
gueth  Salt  to  be  its  beginning  and  nourilhment,  and 
that  thofe  Mountains,  in  which  is  a  great  quantity  of  a 
faline  nutriment,  do  grow  and  encreafe  thereby,  as 
receiving  it  in  a  plentiful  manner  from  the  neared  fea. 
This  is  no  where  more  ealiJy  to  be  found,  than  in  thofe 
places  in  which  the  Mountainous  Goads  are  very  fer* 
tile  and  fruitful  in  Metals,  for  the  acquiring  of  which 
the  Rocks  are  to  be  digged  through  with  holes  in, 
height  or  depth,  affording  a  commddious  going  iii 
and  out.  But  when  in  places  of  this  fort  all  the  Me¬ 
tals  are  dug  out,  or  the  metallick  Veins  are  broken 
off  (&  lod)  from  tlie  tranfverfe  Wal]s,br  Iide£,or  alfq 
from  the  Hiding  or  dropping  Waters,  they  are  rende¬ 
red  unprofitable ;  and  for  that  reafon  fuch  a  Mountain 
is  to  be  deferred  ;  neverthelefs  it  doth  not  ceafe  to 
grow,  and  indeed  as  well  the  Stones  as  the  Metals,  ha¬ 
ving  their  feat  in  it.  Whence  it  is  wont  to  happen, 
that  thofe  holes  or  palfages  abovementioned,  through 
which  one  might  have  walked  upright,  in  a  long  pro- 
cefsoftime,  do  fogrow  together, and  become  fo  little 
anddrait,  that  he  who  dellres  to  go  into  the  mod 
intimate  Penetrals,  mud  doop  even  to  the  ground. 
This  is  to  be  underdood  of  fuch  forts  of  Stones  as  a- 
bound  with  fait,  for  places  not  palfable  by  fait,  are 
found  to  be  fit  neither  for  the  generation  of  Stoncs,or  - 
of  other  things,  as  alfo  thofe  which  refufe  to  admit 
Water  :  ForWater  is  the  Vehicle  which  carrieth  Salt 
through  the  whole  Globe  of  the  Earth,  and  by  it  dif- 
perfeth  its  nourifliment,  as  the  Air  is  the  Receptacle 
of  the  Adral  feed,  of  which  the  Water  is  to  be  rende¬ 
red  a  partaker. 

Thofe  things  which  I  here  write,  altho’  they  may 
feem  to  be  vile,  and  of  fmall  moment,  neverthelefs 
they  are  mod  true, and  cannot  be  rendered  more  clear¬ 
ly  and  truly  by  any  man.  ^nd  altho’  the  fame  might 
be  propofed  by  a  more  prolix  defeription,  yet  there 
is  no  need  of  thac*prolixity,  when  all  things  may  be 
delivered  more  compendioufly. 

Neverthelefs,  that  I  may  as  yet  confirm  by  a  dearer 
demondration,  that  the  Life  of  the  whole  World  is 
Salt,  and  that  of  it  all  things  take  their  original,!  will 
bring  for  witnefs  the  Univerfal  Opinion  of all  the  Phi- 
lofophers  unanimoufly  airerting,That  all  things  being 
reduced  into  their  fird  matter,  return  into  fait ;  from 
which  Saying  it  followeth,  that  they  have  taken  their 
beginning  from  Salt ;  and  this  Argument  can  be  refel¬ 
led  by  no  man. 

Now  fome  man  may  fay.  How  Ihall  I  be  lure  of 
this  ?  or,  By  what  reafon  may  all  things  be  reduced  to 
their  fird  matter  ?  To  obtain  the  knowledge  of  thofe 
Labours  and  Operations,  it  behoveththee  by  expe¬ 
rience  to  go  to  clear  Philofophers  and  Chyraids,  be* 
caufe  1  intend  not  at  the  prednt  to  treat  of  operations 
of  this  kind.  Every  Countryman  taketh  notice  of  the 
Work  of  Nature,  who  feeth  daily,,  that  every  Herb, 
every  Wood,  every  Man,  and  every  Animabafter  thac 
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it  hath  attained  its  end  by  Death,  palTeth  by  putrefa- 
fadlion  into  afulphureous  fak,  hidden  indeed  in  a  pu¬ 
trefied  Dung,  but  unknown  to  him,  although  with  the 
fame  ne  dungeth  his  poor  and  barren  Land  wanting 
fait,  and  rendereth  it  tat  and  fertile-  As  long  as  the 
Herb,  Wood,  and  Animal  enjoyeth  its  own  vital  Air, 
it  doth  not  difmifs  its  fait  by  which  it  is  preferved,but 
fuperfluous  feces.  But  as  foon  as  death  hath  taken 
away  the  vital  Air,  and  dilTolved  the  FincHhm  or 
Bond,  the  reft  of  the  parts  can  no  longer  fubfifl,  every, 
one  going  out  to  that  place  whence  it  proceeded. Rain 
dillolveth  the  fait,  and  by  al!  Rivers  carrieth  it  back 
to  its  Mother  the  Ocean,  from  whence  it  had  come 
forth the  fpirit  is  attraded  by  the  flars  *,  the  ear¬ 
thy  matter  remaineth  in  the  Earth,  to  which  it  oweth 
its  Rife.  For  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth  do  not  obtain 
this  univerfalnouriflmient  from  the  Sea,  by  right  of 
Inheritance,  but  they  take  it  .only  as  a  profitable  Ali¬ 
ment,  given  them  to  enjoy  as  long  as  they  live  ;  after 
death,  theuniverfal  Mother,  to  wit,  the  Sea,  taketh  it 
back,  and  belloweth  it  upon  others  which  flie  hath  ac¬ 
commodated  to  it.  If  thou  haft  a  mind  to  make  trial 
of  this  thing  by  another  way,  burn  any  Herb,  Wood, 
Stone,  or  Animal  in  the  Fire,  for  fo  whatfoever  is  fpi- 
ritual  flieth  into  the  air,  and  the  felt  will  remain  in  the 
afhes,  to  be  extraded  with  water,  and  feparated  from 
the  dead  earth-  Salt  therefore  in  all  things  is  the 
ginning  and  the  end,  and  moft  worthy,  which  is  accu¬ 
rately  to  be  noted,  inafmuch  as  it  is  that  which  con- 
taineth  great  myfteries  and  fecrets. 

He  that  is  ignorant  of  thefe  things,  deferveth  not  to 
be  called  a  Philofopher ,  but  rather  a  proud  Afs,know^ 
ing  and  maintaining  nothing  but  flanders  and  calum¬ 
nies,  with  ,  which,  to  conceal  his  own  ignorance,  he 
cavilleth  at  the  Truth,  and  bringeth  it  into  contempt. 
The  Ancients  were  not  ignorant  of  the  excellent  Vir¬ 
tues  hidden  in  fait,  fo  that  many  of  the  Philofophers 
have  thought  that  fomething  Divine  was  hidden  in 
fait,  and  therefore  they  have  exprefly  written,  that 
the  knowledge  of  God  can  be  drawn  from  nothing 
more  clearly  than  from  Fire  and  Salt.  Therefore 
they  at  all  times  adjoined  to  their  Sacrifices  and  Al¬ 
tars  Fire  and  Salt,  as  Symbols  of  God  and  Immorta¬ 
lity-  They  were  afraid  to  touch  any  Fire  or  any  Salt 
with  unwafhen  hands,  left  they  Ihould  draw  the  Divine 
Wrath  upon  themfelves,  if  they  ftiould  defile  thofe 
moft  noble  Creatures  with  impure  hands :  They  fwore’ 
by  Salt  and  Fire,  not  ufiim  any  greater  Oath ;  and 
in  any  matter  to  be  fearcheo  out  by  a  diligent  exami¬ 
nation,  they  propofed  to  the  interrogated  Salt  and 
Bread,  that  fo  he  Ihould  witnefs  the  truth  *,  whence 
perhaps  came  that  Proverb,  Salem  &  Menfam^  non  vio¬ 
labis.  Our  Saviour  Chrift  is  called  The  Salt  of  Wij- 
dom.  In  holy  Baptifm,  the  Prieft  putting  a  little  Salt 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Infantjis  wont  to  add  thefe  words, 
JReceivetheSahofWtfdom',  which  cuftom,  with  the 
burning  of  ^A^ax- Candles,  alwaies  adjoined  in  Bap¬ 
tifm,  that  Chrift  might  be  remembred  to  be  the  light 
of  the  world,  is  now  in  many  places  abrogated  by  In¬ 
novations  ^  fo  that  it  is  to  be  feared,  if  the  world 
Ihould  continue  long,  the  matter  would  come  to  that 
pafs,  that  it  would  alfo  be  prohibited  to  name  the 
very  Name  of  Chrift-  For  truly  it  is  already  come 
to  that  boldnefs,  as  to  prohibit  the  Celebration,  of  our 
Saviour’s  Nativity,  under  the  injundlion  of  a  certain 
penalty.  O  the  miferable  condition  oiChriflendom  at 
this  day  ! 

Chrift  himfelf  callethhis  Difciples  the  Light  of  the 
World^  znd  the  Salt  (fthe  Earth,  Luk,  19.  9.  Salt  and  ^ 
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Water,  by  Faith  and  Baptifm  unite  God  and  Man  :  fo 
alfo  fixed  Gold  and  combuftible  fulphur  are  copulated 
by  the  help  of  fait  and  water,  which  thing,  although 
it  may  feem  impolTible,  neverthelefs  it  is  very  well 
known  totrue  Chymifts ;  forwhen  they  are  minded  to 
feparate  melted  Gold  and  Silver,  they  are  wont  toin- 
jedl  a  little  fulphur,  which  interceding  between  both 
like  a  Partition  wall,  disjoineth  the  gold  and  iiiver  by 
reafon  of  the  enmity  which  it  hath  with  the  gold,  diP- 
agreeing  with  the  fulphur  by  fo  great  an  antipathy 
that  it  can  at  no  time  fuffer  it.  Neverthelefs  fait 
and  water  take  away  this  Enmity,  reducing  both  into 
favour  with  each  other,  no  otherwife  than  Chrift  the 
Salt  of  Wifdom,and  the  Divine  Light,  as  a  Mediator 
reconcileth  the  filthy  finner  to  God-  ’ 

Chriftfaithincertainplaces, or  it  is  a 
good  thing :  When  the  Earth  wanteth  fait,  being  dead, 
it  bringeth  forth  no  Fruit ;  the  fame  is  Dung,  when 
deftitute  of  fait. 

Here  I  have  the  eternal  Truth  Himfelf  my  Wit¬ 
nefs,  reproving  my  impious  Enemies,  who 

endeavour  to  refel  my  Miraculum  Mmdi  with  their 
falfe  Calumnies  and  Cavils.  In  which  Book  I  have 
deraonftrated  bymoftmanifeft  Arguments,  that  the 
Earth  is  rendered  fat  and  fertile,  not  by  Dung,  but 
the  Salt  which  is  in  it.  Thefe  Calumniators  1)eing 
convkted  by  the  true  teftimony  of  this  witnefs  of 
their  fliameful  Lyes,  muft  without  doubt  bridle  their 
venomous  Tongues,  and  for  time  to  come,  ceafe  to 
tear  me  with  their  favage  T eeth-  The  Truth  may  in¬ 
deed  he  prejfed-,  but  never  quite  born  doron  ;  for  G  O  D  at 
length  will  bring  it  to  light,  although  for  fome  time  it 
may  be  prefled  and  perplexed  by  Satan  the  Father  of 
Lyes,  and  its  capital  enemy- 

In  another  place  Chrift  faith.  None  is  good  hut  God. 
Alfo  in  another  place,5<«/f  is  good.  This  is  truly  a  molt 
efficacious  teftimony,  and  famous  praife,  by  which 
Salt  is  extolled - 

Saltis  alfo  taken  for  Underftanding  and  Wifdom, 
and  for  that  reafon  a  rude  and  ignorant  man  is  called 
dull  andinfipid,  and  in  the  fame  fence  a  fpeech  is  faid 
to  be  unfavory  or  witlefs,  as  if  having  nothing  of  fait, 
it  were  unhandfome  and  ftupid  ^  whence  the  vulgar 
Proverbs  are  wont  to  fay.  How  heavy  and  infipid  is 
this  man  ?  How  dully  and  unfavourily  doth  he  fpeak  ? 
Alfo  thatufual  faying.  That  which  relijheth,  nounjheth  y 
and  fo  on  the  contrary,  where  there  is  no  favour» 
there  is  alfo  no  nouriffiment.  There  is  nothing  can 
be  brought  forth  in  the  nature  of  things,  without  the 
medium  of  falt^  yea,  Man  himfelf  is  not  born  with¬ 
out  the  Sun,  Man,  and  Salt.  Therefore  a  certain  Phi¬ 
lofopher  faith  very  appofitely,  The  vigour  of  fait  is 
fiery,  and  of  a  Celefiial  Original.  The  fun  and  fait  are 
the  Parents  of  all  things,  which  procreate  all  things, 
and  without  which  nothing  is  proceeded  ;  Bread  and 
Fleffi,  which  are  feafoned  with  fait,  afford  more  Vir¬ 
tues  than  Sll  other  Foods  which  are  not  faked-  Salt 
being  added  to  Wine  in  its  fermentation,  rendereth  it 
ftronger  and  fweeter- 

NB.  That  neverthelefs  the  fait  here  fpokenofought 
not  to  be  common  and  vulgar  fak,which  doth  not  give 
a  good  relifh  to  Wine-  Empty  Hogffieadsmay  indeed 
be  purged  by  common  fak  dilfolved  in  warm  water, fo 
that  every  ill  tafte  or  fmell  may  be  drawn  out,  and  the 
wine  preferved  in  its  vigour.  Moreover  felt  exceed- 
eth  wine  in  corroborating  the  heart  of  Man,  and  is 
therefore  in  many  things  to  be  preferred  before  it. 
And  he  that  knoweth  how  to  conjoin  true  felt  with 
wine,  and  in  the  fame  to  dilTolve  the  Sun  of  the  earth, 

(which 


Part  !• 


257 


of  SAL  TS. 


(which  AS  Gold J  may  from  it  extraft  a  Royal 
Medicine,  as  is  Ihewn  in  other  places  of  my  Wri- 

tings.  , 

For  any  man  of  underftanding  may  eafily  fee,  that 
if  the  noble  virtues  of  thefe  three  things  Corrobora¬ 
ting  the  heart,  to  wit,  Gold,  Wine,  and  Salt  lhall 
be  joined  together,  what  a  noble  Medicine  will  pro= 
ceed  from  fuch  a  Conjancflion.  Paracelfns  hath  not 
withonjpreafon  determined  with  thePhilofophers,that 
no  true  Aurum  Potabile ^  can  be  prepared  without 
If  there  were  no  Salt  in  the  Earthy  neither  H|tbs, 
nor  Graft  would  be  brought  forth  for  the  food  of  Ar 
nimals,  nor  the  life  of  Man  fuftained.  ^  All  Animals 

alfo  do  therefore  delire  the  Salt  of  fruitfulneft,  con¬ 
cerning  which)  you  lhall  find  more,  in  the  defci  iption 
of  my  Green  Liquor.  The  Combination  of  Gold  and 
true  Salt,  reftoreth  decaying  feeds  to  their  priftine 
fruitfulneft,  and  alfo  reftoreth  to  half  dead  and  bar-* 
ren  Trees,  their  faded  greennefs,  if  that  Medicine 
be  applied  to  their  Roots-  On  the  contrary,  common 
fait  before  preparation,  is  hurtful  to  Vegetables,  and 
killeth  them  by  its  Corofion,  but  after  preparation  it 
exceedeth  dung  in  fatening  them  :  Nevertheleft, there 
are  fome  Vegetables,  which  are  able  to  bear  the  Co- 
rofive  power  of  fait,  viz.-  thofe  which  grow  fponta- 
neoufly  upon  the  Sea-lhore,  as  the  Herb  Kaly,  of 
which  the  Ancients  prepared  their  Sal  for 

being  burnt  it  leaveth  a  very  lharpfalt.  Alfo  all  thofe 
Fruits  which  are  of  afowre,  or  bitter  Tafte,  or  have 
fowre,  or  bitter  Rinds,  do  equally  bear  the  Corrofion 
of  fait,  as  Olives,  Limons,  Oranges?  Lentisk,  and 
the  Palm,  which  alfo  rejoiceth  in  common  fait  *,  as  on 
the  contrary,,  the  Vine,  Grain,  and  Fruit-Trees  are 
delighted  with  the  fweeter  Sun  ^  concerning  which, 
more  hereafter- 

I  remember  to  have  read?  that  in  the  Ifland  Sardi¬ 
nia,  near  the  City  fo  great  a  quantity  of  fait 

hath  been  digged  up,  that  it  was  given  to  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  for  their  neceftary  ufes,  for  nothing,  and  the 
reft  was  fold  to  Foreign  Sailors  and  Merchants  to  be 
Exported .  And  the  Countrey  men  fo  abounding  with 
fait,  gave  it  fo  largely  to  their  Cattel,  that  they  won¬ 
derfully  abounded  in  Milk, whence  they  made  moft  ex- 
cellentCfieefe, which  was  fold  all  Earofe  over, but  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  that  which  we  call  Parmafan^l  know  not.But 
it  appears,  that  fo  great  a  plenty  of  Milk  and  Cheefe 
proceeded  from  fait  only,  which  is  alfo  very  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Truth,  The  fame  Author  fwhofeName 
is  Bernhardus  Comefius)  alfo  taketh  notice,  that  in  the 
Wejl'Indks  there  is  a  City  ftanding  in  a  fandy  and 
barren  place,  abounding  with  a  great  multitude  of 
Fifties,  which  are  there  taken.  And  the  Inhabitants 
call  the  Heads  of  the  Fifties  into  a  pit,  or  hole  in  the 
Earth,  fprinkling  them  well  with  fait,  and  after  a 
certain  time  taking  them  out,  they  plant  or  fow  in  e- 
very  Head,  a  Corn  of  fome  Grain,  and  call:  the  fame 
into  the  fandy  Earth,  and  thofe  Grains  growing,  do 
again  bring  forth  an  hundred  fold.  That  this  might 
befodone,  isnot  dilTonant  to  the  truth,  feeing  that 
the  Heads  of  the  Fifties  preferve  the  fait  in  the  Earth, 
that  it  cannot  be  walked  away  with  the  Rain,  nor  the 
Grain  be  dejirived  of  its  Alimentary  Juice.  But  fuch 
waysof  fowing  Grain,  are  tedious  and  laborious-  1 
have  a  far  other  preparation  of  fait,  which  v^ithout 
much  coft  and  labour,  rendereth  a  great  quantity  of 
it  fit  to  make  fandy  ground  fruitful,  and  yet  is  not 
wafhedaway  by  the  Rain,  fait  is  to  be  rendered  fuL 
phurcous,  that  it  may  generally  and  univerfally  nou- 
rilh- 


NB.  Flere  fome  may  fay,  if  a  fulphurous  fait  be  the 
effefter  of  Fertility, how  is  it  that  the  Mare  Mortuum^ 
or  dead  Sea  of  5o£^3A«,abounding  with  fulphur  and  fait, 
doth  neither  bring  forth  Fifti,nor  contribute  any  thing 
to  fruitfulneft  ?  1  Anfwer,  becaufe  the  faid  Sea  is  full 
of  bitter  and  Vitriolate  Minerals,  which  by  their  Ve¬ 
nom  are  hurtful  to  all  Fifti,  and  V'egetab.'es,  and  alfo 
Fifties  themfelves  cannot  live  in  Waters  which  are  too 
fait,  which  is  to  be  obferved.  For  every  thing  that  is 
too  much,  is  turned  into  a  Vice.  But  what  Fertility 
fait  imparteth  to  natural  things,  may  be  learned  by 
Fifti,  many  thoufands  of  fmall  Fifties  at  once,  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  Spawn  of  one  Fifti,  which  isnot  granted 
to  Birds  and  Animals.  It  was  not  in  vain  that  God 
would  have  King  Pharaoh  Dream  firft  of  feven  fat 
Kine,  and  afterwards  of  other  feven  lean  ones,  de- 
feending  from  the  Earth  into  the  Sea,  thereby  fignifys 
ing  fruitfulneft  to  draw  its  Original  from  the  Sea.  Jo- 
feph  being  illuminated  by '  God,  both  by  Divine  and 
Natural  light,  underftood  this,  and  interpreted  the 
Dream :  To  wit,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  fait. 
Salt  is  infignized  with  the  Title  of  the  Fountain  of 
Philolbphers-  Hefiod,  Homer.,  Plato,  Pythagoras^ 
and  other  Philofophers,  deliver  that  of  all  things,  fait 
is  moft  affine  or  near  to  God-  I  affert,  that  by  the 
help  of  fait,  many  become  the  chofen  Sons  of  God- 
If  the  Earth  ftiould  want  fait,  there  would  not  thence 
proceed  any  fruits  affording  neceffary  Aliment  for 
Men,  whence  Mankind  would  perifh,  not  being  able 
to  draw  its  Nouriftiment  and  Multiplication  from  the 
Air,  but  is  conftrained  to  take  it  from  the  Earth.  Salt 
becometh  Milk,  Honey,  Sugar,  Wine,  Bread,  Flefh, 
and  paffeth  into  all  thofe  things  which  we  want.  Salt 
is  all  in  all  things,  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  all 
things  which  God  hath  created- 

Butfome  manmay  here  ask  •,  whether  therefore  do 
all  things  arife  from  fait  ?  Whether  it  be  neceftary 
that  fait  in  the  feeds  of  Herbs,  fhould  be  changed  into 
Herbs,  in  the  feeds  of  Animals,  into  Animals,  andia 
the  feed  of  Metals,  into  Metals?  Whether  fuch  de*^, 
grees  may  not  be  fooner  palled  by  the  quicker  progrefs 
of  Art,  correding  the  more  flow  advance  of  nature  ? 
I  anfwer ;  yea,  it  may  be  done,  it  is  poffible  for  Arc 
to  bring  fait  to  its  higheft  perfection,  by  a  far  more 
compendious  way,  than  nature  can.  But  by  what 
way  that  may  be  done,  is  not  proper  to  (hew  in  this 
place.  This  I  would  have  you  to  know,  that  won¬ 
derful  Generations  do  arife  from  the  Sun  or  Fire,  uni¬ 
ted  with  fait,  which  ot^rwife  would  not  appear. 
For  Example,  in  the  Months  of  June,  July,  and  Au- 
gufi,  fill  a  wooden  veflel  with  common  water,  and 
expofe  it  to  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  that  it  may  night 
and  day  receive  the  Aftral  Influences,  and  be  dried 
u{),  being  dried  up  fill  it  again  with  more  water,  and 
fo  keep  the  VelTel  always  full,  in  which  at  length, 
from  the  fait  contained  in  the  water,  there  will  be 
brought  forth  Vermin  of  all  forts  without  any  feed  ; 
fuch  as  is  accuftomed  to  be  brought  forth  in  other  pu¬ 
trid  Waters,  as  Frogs,  Toads,  and  Serpents. 

NB.  That -the  Veflel  muft  be  made  of  Wood,  not 
of  Metal,  leaft  the  water  Ihould  fuck  in  a  Vitriolate 
Juice  which  is  adverfe  to  the  life  of  Animals :  Alfo 
beware  that  nothing  of  Iron  or  Copper  fall  into  the 
Veflel,  and  corrupt  the  Operation.  Or  fill  the  wnie 
Veflel  with  fand,  and  moiften  it  with  vvater,  then  mb: 
jeCt  it  to  the  Sun  beams,  and  when  it  is  dry,  moiften 
it  again,  repeating  the  HumeClations,  and  by  this 
Operation  you  lhall  fee  various  and  unknown  Herbs 
to  come  forth  and  be  produced,  without  any  feed, 
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as  is  manifeft  from  other  places  of  my  Wri¬ 
tings. 

Gold  the  moll  conftant  of  all  Metallic^  Bodies,  and 
as  it  were  invincible,  feareth  not  the  violent  afl'aii Its 
of  any  other  Element,  and  fubfifteth  in  the  fire  it  feif 
with  fo  great  conftancy,  as  not  to  lofe  any  thing  of 
its  weight,  although  for  many  years  it  Ihould  be  kept 
in  a  continual  torture  of  Fire.  Neverthelefs,  fait 
draweth  from  it  its  Anima,  and  taketh  away  that  fair 
red  colour,  and  that,conftancy,  whereby  it  was  wont 
*0  refill  the  fire,  fo  .that  it  obtaineth  the  colour  of 
Lead,  and  the  brittlencfs  and  fugacity  of  Antimony. 
A  thing  exceeding  the  credit  and  belief  of  the  unskil-- 
ful,  although  experience  it  felf  witnefleth  it  to  be 
true.  Hence  it  appeareth,  that  there  is  a  greater 
pov/er  in  Sait  than  in  all  the  Elements  and  Elementa- 
jy  things,  and  therefore  we  deem  it  to  be  juftly  called 
the  Center  of  the  Elements  concentrated.  Gold  elu- 
deth  the  moll  potent  and  fubtil  powers  of  the  fire, 
which  nothing  can  refill,  and  yet  is  overcome  by  Salt, 
which  by  a  Ilupendions  Miracle  of  Art,  attradeth  its 
moll  Noble  Part,  its  Anima  being  feparated 
from  its  more  grofs  and  earthy  parts.  How  noble  a 
thing  the  Anima  of  Gold  is,  any  Man  may  ealily 
imagine,  and  without  doubt  may  fee,  that  it  hath  the 
chief  place  in  Medicine.  This  is  like  to  what  Sendivo- 
^it*s  hath  written  concerning  his  Chalybs  fpoiling 
Gold  of  its  Anima,  but  although  fuch  an  extradion 
hath  divers  times  fuqceeded  to  me  according  to  my 
wifh,  that  the  Anima  being  extraded,  the  body  of  the 
Gold  hath  been  left  brittle,  fugacious,  and  black  ^ 
yet  1  confefs,  that  the  fame  Operation  hath  not  al¬ 
ways  anfwered  my  defire  j  as  if  God  would  not  per¬ 
mit  fuch  a  fecret  to  be  commonly  known.  There¬ 
fore  I  am  well  content  with  lefl'er  things,  and  have 
jQiewed  thefe  things  only  to  the  end  that  I  might  ma- 
®ifeft  the  Powers  of  Salt,  and  teach  them  to  others : 
Neverthclefs,  1  would  not  have  any  Man  perfwade 
himfelf,  that  this  Royal  Medicine  may  be  extorted 
from  GoId,by  the  help  of  common  Culinary  faltjfor  to 
this  matter  another  Salt  is  required,  to  be  prepared 
by  Fire  and  Art.  But  of  this  Artificial  Concentrati¬ 
on  of  Gold,  the  fourth  part  of  the  P/of ferity,  of  Ger-  j 
many,  which  God  willing,  fhall  fhojrdy  be  publiflied,' 
willfhe  w  more  at  large.  More  indeed  might  be  fa  id 
concerning  Salt,  which  we  leave  for  another  time  and 
place,  feeing  that  thofe  things  which  have  hitherto, 
been  fpoken,  feem  to  me  to  be  fufficient. 

Therefore  I  conclude,  affirm  Salt  to  be  a  help 
to  all  things,  and  on  the  cOTtrary,  to  want  the  help 
of  nothing. 

Here  fome  Man  may  ask  me  and  fay,  Of  yvhat’Salt 
doll  thou  fpeak,  for  there  are  many  forts  of  Salt  ?  1 1 
fpeak  of  the  Unlverfal  Sale,  known  to  all  Men,  vyhich 
is  boiled  up  from  Sea  water,  or  Salt  Springs,  or  dig¬ 
ged  out  of  Pits  in  Mountains  or  other  places,  and 
put  to  common  and  familiar  ufes.  This  known  Salt, 
1  here  call  C and  not  injurioufly )  the  Univerfal  Trea- 
fure,  and  general  Riches  t  For  it  adminiftreth  Nou- 
rilhment  to  the  whole  World,  that  not  only  the  Bealls 
of  the  Earth,  Fifhes  in  the  Waters,  and  Birds  in  the 
Air,  but  alfo  all  Metals  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth 
may  fubfift  for  the  ufe  of  Man,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
great  and  Univerfal  Medicine,  which  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  its  benefit-  Of  right  therefore  it  meriteth  the 
Title  pf  the  Univerfal  Treafureof  the  World,  fee¬ 
ing  that  nothing  can  be  found,  which  doth  not  owe  its 
Original  to  Salt-  But  that  one  fait  is  purer,  better, 
and  more  precious  than  another,  I  do  not  deny,  that 


the  Original  and  beginning  of  all  falts,  is  one  and  the 
fame,  and  that  their  difference  happeneth  only  from 
Accidents.  For  fo  long  as  fait  is  pure,  and  mixed 
with  nothing,  as  it  is  made  by  the  Sun  in  the  water, 
it  is  one  and  the  fame,  and  pofiefleth  one  and  the  fame 
Taftc,  and  the  fame  Virtues :  But  as  foon  as  it  is  mix¬ 
ed  with  otlier  things,  or  changed  by  the  fire,  its  firffc 
nature  being  laid  afide,  it  becometh  cither  better  or 
worfe.  This  is  taught  by  Wood  and  Stones,  reduced 
by  the  fire  into  Coals  or  Affies,  in  which  part  of  the 
fait  flieth  away  with  the  fmoak,  the  reft  remaineth  in 
the  Alhes,  ffiewing  a  far  other  nature  from  that  which 
it  had  before  it  was  deftroyed  by  the  violence  of  fire. 
Indeed,  by  the  Operation  of  the  fire,  all  falts  obtain 
a  hery  and  fulphureous  nature,  and  therefore  necefla* 
rily  alTume  another  Property,  which  being  well  known 
needs  no  difpute;  The  moft  known,  moft  fimple 
,and  void  of  all  mixture  is  that  fait  which  is  elicited 
from  Sea-water,  or  fait  Fountains,  or  Mountainous 
Caverns.  _  Vitriol  and  Alum  ,  are  indeed  alfo 
falts,  but  infeded  with  an  Earthy  and  Mineral  Pro¬ 
perty,  and  therefore  unworthy  of  the  name  of  fimple 
falts. 

Salt-peter  is  alfo  numbred  among  fait,  but  it  can’ 
not  be  faid  to  be  a  fimple  fak,  fuch  as  the  Sun  opera- 
teth.  For  it  is  either  digged  out  of  the  Earth,  being 
generated  of  the  Urine  of  Men  and  Beafts,  and  elici¬ 
ted  by  water,  and  by  decodion  ffiooteth  into  Chri- 
ftals,  and  feparateth  from  other  Saks  •,  or  it  is  taken 
from  the  Mortar  of  old  walls  made  with  Lime,  or  it 
is  taken  out  of  Mountains  and  Limy  or  Chalky  Hills, 
by  the  help  of  water  •,  or  it  is  made  by  Art  of  com* 
mon  Salt,  Wood,  or  Lime=ftones.  But  which  way 
foever  it  cqmeth,  it  is  of  one  and  the  fame  nature, 
and  burneth  with  a  flame,  as  my  Treatife  of  the  Fro^ 
fpertty  of  Germany,  deferibeth  more  at  large.  Saks 
extraded  from  the  Afhes  of  burnt  wood,  do  again 
poftefs  another  nature  and  other  Properties,  and  are 
called  by  the  Name  of  Alkalies,  Alfo  there  is  ano¬ 
ther  Salt  prepared  from  Urine,  common  fait,  Soot, 
and  Bulls. blood,  knownby  theName  ofSal  Armoni- 
ack,  and  is  ufed  inftead  of  another  Sal  Armoniack, 
yvhich  wasdigged  up  in  certain  Mountains, and  brought 
to  us,  which  now  ceafeth  to  come. 

Thefe  are  tlie  moft  noted  falts,  and  ferve  for  very 
mapy  ufes,  as  Sea  fait.  Fountain  fak,  Mountain  fak, 
which  is  alfo  called  Sal- Gem,  which  are  ufed  in  the 
Kitchin  for  feafoning  of  food,  for  the  faking  of  Flelh 
gndFifli  topreferve  them  fome  time  from  Corrupti¬ 
on.  The  ufe  of  Vitriol  is  chiefly  in  Dye-houfes,  for 
dying  Silks  and  Cloth  black,  as  alfo  in  Apothecaries 
(hops,  where  k  fervetli  for  the  preparing  of  Medi¬ 
cines--  Concerning  thefe  things,  fee  morem  the  firft 
part  of  my  Furnaces. 

Alum  is  profitable  for  Dyers,  Phyficians,  and 
other  Artificers.  Of  Sak-petre  is  made  that  devil* 
iffi  thing  call’d  Gun^powdsr.  Befides  this  it  is  profita¬ 
ble  for  the  making  of  many  excellent  Medicines,  and 
for  the  Chymical  Emendation  of  Metals,  and  the  in¬ 
venting  and  utility  of  many  Mechanical  Arts,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  fecond  part  of  my  Chymical  Furnaces, 
and  the  fecond  part  of  my  Pharmacopeia  Spagyrica^  al- 
fo  Miraculum  Mtirnii^  its  Defence,  and  Continuation, 
as  aIfo,the  four  parts  of  the  Projperity  of  Germany. 

Of  fixed  falls,  thofe  which  Wood  Allies  afford, 
have  their  ufe  in' Medicine  and  Alchymy,  but  they  arc 
more  frequently  ufed  in  Dying  of  Cloth,  and  making 
Soap.  Sal  Armoniack  is  ufed  in  Medicine,  Alchymy, 
and  other  Arts,  but  all  thofe  falts  are  fo  well  known, 
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tiiat  we  fhall  fupcrfede  any  farther  Declaration  of 
them.  Thofe  therefore  which  we  have  here  mentio¬ 
ned,  are  Salts,  which  hitherto,  by  a  long  Progrefs  of 
lime,  and  continual  experience,  have  made  manifeft 
their  own  Virtues  and  Powers.  Among  thofe,  the 
Culinary  or  Kitchin-falt  is  moft  eminent  in  noblenefs, 
excellency  and  necelTity,  inafmuch  as  it  is  that  from 
which  all  the  reft  do  arife,  as  alfo  by  the  help  of  Art 
may  be  made, as  my  Writings  every  where  teach  and 
is  the  Bafis  of  all  other  Salts,  whether  known  or  un¬ 
known  ;  which  thing  is  moft  true,  and  will  alwaies  re¬ 
main  to  be  true  :  For  by  a  very  eafie  bufinefs,  by  fire 
and  the  addition  of  any  metallick  fulphur,  it  is  turned 
into  Alum  or  Vitriol  ^  by  the  help  of  Sulphur,  Fire 
and  Air  into  a  burning  Salt-petre  j  and  by  the  help  of 
a  certain  peculiar  ftrong  fire,  it  pafieth  into  an  alkali- 
!  fate  falt,and  being  deprived  of  its  fliarpnefs,  becometh 
very  profitable  for  the  dunging  and  fattening  of 
I  Fields,  and  fandy  and  barren  Land. 

Moreover,  the  common  Kitchin-falt  fuftereth  it 
I  fclf  to  be  purged  and  cleanfed  by  its  own  fpirit, 
and  by  that  purgation  and  cleanfing  acquireth  a  clea- 
rer  and  whiter  colour,  pleafanter  tafte,  and  more; 
I  excellent  powers  and  virtues  for  the  feafoning  of 
!  Food,  and  faking  of  Flefh  and  Fifli,  for  it  becomes 

'  fweet,  clear,  and  pellucid  like  Cryftal,  and  fliooteth 

into  fquare  Cryftalslike  Dice,  reduced  into  Figures  fo 
erfoft,  that  they  cannot  be  more  perfectly  formed 
y  any  inftrament. 
i  Hence  no  man  will  deny,  but  that  fuch  a  cleanfed 
fait  is  more  conducible  to  health  than  that  which  is 
grofs  and  impure. 

I  admire  at  our  fupine  negligence,  who  are  fo  little 
i  foliicitous  about  our  own  health.  We  daily  fee  with 
I  our  eyes,  that  no  man  can  want  the  ufe  of  fait,  that  it 
I  is  fubfervieot  to  the  health  of  man,  and  alfo  necefla- 
1  ryforCattel.  And  if  when  grofs,  as  it  comes  from 
the  pans,  and  as  yet  loaded  with  many  fxces,  itdoth 
;  much  good ;  without  doubt  it  would  do  much  more, 
if  it  were  cleanfed  and  prepared  by  an  artificial  pre¬ 
paration.  It  is  the  intereft  of  great  men  ( if  not  of 
!  others )  who  have  the  government  of  many  Sub- 
jeefts,  to  preferve  a  firm  health  of  Body,  and  to  caufe 
fuch  fait  to  be  prepared  for  the  ufe  of  their  Tables, 
TheCoft  required  for  the  doing  this  is  fmall,by  which 
the  fait  is  made  fo  fweet,  that  by  its  pleafantnefs  it 
will  invite  every  one  to  covet  it.  It  doth  not  pro¬ 
voke  thirft  after  the  manner  of  common  fait,  inaf- 
j  much  as  it  wanteth  thole  earthy  feces  which  yet  ad¬ 
here  to  common  fait,  but  quencheth  it,  allayeth  hun¬ 
ger  ,corroborateth  the  heart, as  alfo  the  ftomach,brain, 
and  all  the  members  of  the  body,  admitteth  no  putre- 
faftion  in  the  body,  preferveth  it  againft  all  Difeafes, 
and  excelleth  with  wonderful  Virtues,  to  which  t^t 
grofs  fait  is  in  no  wife  to  be  compared.  Truly  it  is  a 
great  Treafure  and  high  Gift  of  God,  by  which  Man: 
kind  is  fuftained,  nourilhed,  corroborated, and  encrea: 
fed,  for  which  great  thanks  are  to  be  given  to  God.^ 

!  Belides  the  commemorated  Purgation  of  fait,  ii^: 

1  verfion  and  commutation  of  common  Salt  into  Alum, 

I  Vitriol,  Salt'petre,  Alkalies,  and  the  like  faits  menti- 
1  oned  in  my  VVfitings,  there  is  yet  a  more  fecret  pur- 
j  gation  and  emendation  of  the  fame  common  fait, exal¬ 
ting  it  into  a  more  noble  and  far  more  excellent  ftate, 

I  concerning  which  I  do  not  remember  that  1  have  read 
'  any  thing  in  any  Author,  except  in  Faraceljus^  who 
I  maketh  mention  of  it  in  few  words,  in  the  Chapter  of 
the  Virtues  of  common  fait,  faying.  The  Virtues  of 
Salt  confift  in  its  preparation  ^  crude  fait  only  doth 
j  this,  that  it  preferveth  the  goodnefs  of  Flefli  and 


Filh.  But  if  it  lhall  become  a  Sal  Enixum^  k  keepeth 
all  things  in  their  ftate,  fafeand  found,  for  an  incredi* 
ble  fpacc  of  time,  it  turneth  W ood  into  Stone,  as  alfo 
duftandfandj  the  Leaves  of  Trees  remain  green  in 
it ;  whatfoever  is  befprinkled  with  this  fait,  refufeth 
all  mutation.  It  preferveth  like  a  Balfam,  and  eftc- 
deth  more,  becaufe  in  procefs  of  time  it  coagulatcth 
all  things. 

_  Thefe  are  the  words  of  that  incomparable  Phyfi- 
cian  and  Philofopher,  concerning  his  Sal  Enixnm^  but 
what  this  name  fignifies  1  know  not,  but  I  call  it  Sd 
Mirahtle.  He  attributeth  this  to  it,  that  it  is  able  to 
preferve  all  things  fafe  and  found  for  an  incredible 
fpace  of  time :  Nor  doth  he  erre  from  the  Truth,  for 
he  that  can  prepare  fuch  a  fait,  may  not  only  perform 
that,  but  alfo  much  more. 

The  manner  of  preparing  it  is  iwell  known  to  me, 
becaufe  I  have  often  made  it,  and  found  in  it  things 
incredible  ;  Whether  my  preparation  agrees  with  the 
preparation  of  Paracelfns  or  not,nevertheiefs  all  things 
which  Paracelfus  aferibeth  to  his  Sal  Enixam^  and  far 
more,  I  do  in  no  wife  tloubt  to  attribute  to  my  Sal 
Aftrabtle  neither  is  it  any  matter  to  me  or  others, 
whether  I  ufe  or  not  ufe  the  fame  preparation  that 
Paracelfus  did,  provided  my  fait  performeth  the  lame 
things  which  I  affirm  it  can  perform.  Alfo  I  would 
not  give  the  fame  name  to  my  fait,  which  Paracelfus 
did  to  his,  left  Calumniators  and  Cavillers  Ihould,  out 
of  envy  and  hatred,  take  occafion  thence  of  calumnia: 
ting  me,  and  faying, That  lay  fait  is  not  the  Sd  Em- 
xum  of  Paracelfus.,  which  hath  already  happened  to 
me,  when  I  gave  the  name  Alkahefi  to  my  UniVerfal 
Menslnmm  :  For  the  proud  Sophifters  and  ignorant 
haters  of  me,  in  their  debauclied  Gups,  have  taken  oc: 
calion  to  cry  out  againft  me  with  loud  vociferations, 
faying.  The  Alkahefi  0/ Glauber  is  not  the  Liquor  Alka~ 
hefi  of  Paracelfus  and  Helmont  j  when  neverthelcfs 
mine  exceedeth  the  Liquor  of  Paracelfus  and  Helmont 
by  many  degrees-  For  mine  is  at  hand,  and  to  be  feen, 
by  help  of  which  I  prepare  my  Auntm  Potabile^  ting¬ 
ing  Mercury  into  pure  Gold.  That  Liquor  of  Para- 
celfiis  andHelmont  is  plainly  invifible,and  can  be  prepa¬ 
red  or  procured  by  none:.^  fmall  Bird  in  the  hand  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  many  thoujands  of  great  birds  that  fiie  in  the  Air ^ 
C^canneitherbe  feen  nor  taken. And  this  is  the  reafon  why 
I  would  not  call  my  Salt  by  the  fame  name,  becaufe  I 
would  not  afford  my  haters, the  wonderful  Brethren  ot 
Ignorance,  new  matter  of  flouting,  fcolEng,  and  de¬ 
faming  me  {  although  I  weifeow,  that  my  Sd  Mir^- 
fo7edoth  not  in  the  leak  emne  b^ind  the  Sal  Emxum 
of  ParaceljMs  in  Virtue,  and  perhaps  alfo  much  to  ex¬ 
ceed  it  {  which  in  the  following  Narration  I  have  de¬ 
termined  to  make  manifeft. 

As  Paracelfus  delivereth,  that  his  Sal  Enixum  dc- 
fendeth  all  tMngs  which  are  put  into  it  from  Corru¬ 
ption,  for  an  incredible  fpace  of  time,  and  at  length, 
by  an  admirable  Met,amorphofit,tranfmuteth  them  in¬ 
to  ftone  *,  my  Sal  Mirabile  doth  not  only  perform 
chat,  but  effedteth  ten  times  more. 

But  before  1  enter  upon  the  defeription  of  the  Vir¬ 
tues  lying  hid  in  my  Sal  Mirabile^  I  thing  it  neceffary 
to  indicate,  That  Salts  of  this  fort  do  every  where  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  Earth,  and  being  diffblvcd  by  Water,  are 
carried  to  the  fuperficies ,  and  fuch  Fountains  are  enu¬ 
merated  Cerogiiis  Agricola,  ffyeviltyg  m  what  places 
they  may  be  found,  and  that  all  things  put  into  them 
are  in  a  fiiort  time  converted  into  a  ftony  matter ; 
which  other  Writers  alfo  teftifie,  and  efpecially  Celfus 
in  his  Book  T>e  rebus  metallicis.  Nor  is  there  any  rca- 
fon  why  any  man  Ihould  doubt  it,  feeing  that  Foun¬ 
tains 
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tains  of  this  fort  offer  themfelves  in  our  Germany^  al¬ 
though  few  judge  them  to  be  of  any  moment.  There 
is  fuch  a  one  in  a  certain  place  of  Helvetia^  which  in  a 
certain  fpace  of  time  converteth  all  Wood  caff  into  it 
wholly  into  Stone.  And  the  Inhabitants  of  that  place 
.  do  very  often  make  trial  of  the  thing  by  Experiments, 
by  cutting  fome  Wood,  and  reducing  it  to  the  figure 
of  a  Whet/tone,  and  putting  it  into  the  water  ofthe 
faid  Fountain,  in  which,  being  converted  into  a  Hone? 
they  afterwards  ufe  for  the  whetting  of  Sythes,  and 
other  the  like  Inftruments.  I  my  felf  have  feen  whet- 
Itones  of  this  fort,  and  had  them  in  my  hands,  from 
the  figure  of  which  it  fufficiently  appeareth,  that  they 
were  firft  wood,  and  have  been  converted  into  ftone 
, by  fo  wonderful  a  Metamorphofis.  The  matter  is 
out  of  all  doubt,  and  there  are  many  Fountains  obvious 
in  other  places,  of  the  fame  Nature.  I  have  not  feen 
that  in  Helvetia^  but  1  have  feen  the  Infant  of  Baftl 
with  Dr.  Exiusy  who  is  yet  living.  To  this  Infant, 
in  a  very  large  Glafs,  Handing  upon  a  low  fettle,  the 
Signi  or  had  poured  a  certain  peculiar  Liquor, 

which  had  preferved  it  plainly  uncorrupted  and  un¬ 
hurt,  to  that  time  that  it  was  (hewed  to  me.  And  they 
told  me,  that  the  Infant  was  by  the  Liquor  changed 
Into  ftone;  but  I,  feeing  I  did  not  touch  or  handle  it, 
cannot  affirm  that  for  certain  ;  but  I  faw  it  fitting 
with  a  full  body,  as  if  it  had  been  but  new  born,  fince 
which  time  it  is  now  above  Twenty  years,  and  then 
it  had  been  Ten  or  Fifteen  years  in  that  Water,  in 
which  alfoit  yet  remains,  as  I  have  lately  heard.  But 
no  man  knoweth  what  water  that  was  which  the  Sig- 
nior  Exitis  had  put  to  that  Infant,  whether  he  took  it 
from  a  Fountain  turning  wood  into  ftone,  or  whether 
he  made  it  by  Art.  There  is  a  Fountain  of  the  like 
nature  and  property  in  Aufiria  at  Neapolis  Viemenfis^ 
a  fenced  City  about  eight  miles  diftant  from  Vienna  j 
1  being  a  young  man, long  time  fince  travelling  towards 
Vienna,  fell  into  a  burning  Feaver,  known  by  the  name 
of  Tk  Hmgarian  Difeajhjwhkh  feldom  any  ftranger 
efcapes,  and  having  fomewhat  recovered  my  former 
health,  came  to  the  faid  Neapolis,  and  fuffering  a  Re- 
lapfe,  was  conftrained  to  ftay  there.  And  the  Difeafe 
had  fo  debilitated  the  Appetite  of  my  ftomach,  that 
it  neither  defir’d  nor  digefted  any  Food.  The  Inha¬ 
bitants  advifed  me  to  go  to  a  Well  of  almoft  an 
hours  Journey  from  the  City,  fituated  near  a  cer¬ 
tain  Vineyard,  and  to  drink  of  the  Water  to  recover 
my  loft  Appetite.  Following  their  Counfel,  I  took  a 
great  piece  of  Bread  wittf^e  to  the  Well,  neverthe- 
lefs  I  gave  but  little  credW  to  their  words,  who  told 
me,  that  1  would  eat  all  that  piece.  Coming  to  the 
Well,  I  eat  the  crumb  of  the  Bread  fopped  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  it  relifhed  to  me  very  pleafantly,  who  be¬ 
fore  at  home  loathed  the  greateft  Dainties.  I  took  up 
the  fame  water  with  my  hollow  cruft  of  Bread,  and 
drank  it,  which  fo  excited  my  Appetite  to  eat,  that 
at  length  I  alfo  eat  up  my  Cup,  which  I  had  made  of 
my  Bread  ;  returning  home  much  better  and  ftronger, 
I  declared  to  the  Inhabitants  the  event,  fucceeding  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  wifh,  who  affirmed  to  me,  that  if  I 
vrould  continue  the  ufe  of  that  water,  the  faculties 
of  my  ftomach  would  be  throughly  confirmed.  I  ask¬ 
ed  them  what  kind  of  water  that  was?  They  anfwered. 
that  it  was  water  of  Salt-petre,  which  I  believed ,being 
then  unskilful  in  fuch  things,  but  afterwards  I  found 
the  contrary  :  For  it  could  not  be  the  water  of  Salt¬ 
petre,  feeing  that  in  no  wife  conduceth  to  the  ftomach, 
but  rather  occafioneth  naufeoufnefs  and  loathing.  It 
might  be,  that  the  water  of  the  faid  Fountain  being 
evaporated  to  a  Cuticle,  might  (hoot  into  Cryftals 
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like  to  Salt-petre,  butnotwithftanding  was  not  true 
Salt-petre,  as  wanting  all  burning,  and  not  taking 
flame,  which  they  might  eafily  have  found,  if  putting 
a  little  of  that  fait  upon  a  burning  Coal,  they  had 
tried  it  after  the  accuftomed  manner  of  trying  Salt» 
petre  :  For  now  it  is  certainly  evident  to  me,  that 
that  Fountain  contained  that  Salt  which  Paracel  fas  cal¬ 
led  Sal  Enixum,  and  I  Sal  Mirahtle  j  and  alfo  that  it 
is  thenatureofthattoftioot  into  long  Cryftals,  and 
yet  not  to  conceive  flame.  That  Well  enclofed  with 
wood,  in  which  many  water-Mice  have  their  Habita¬ 
tion,  which  prefently  will  feize  and  fwallow  any 
crumbs  of  Bread  caft  into  the  water.  I  asked  why  a 
Well  of  fo  great  moment  was  enclofed  and  fenced 
with  wood,  and  not  with  ftone  ?  They  anfwered. 
That  could  not  be  done  without  damage,  for  the  wood 
being  taken  away,  which  had  now  palled  into  a  ftony 
nature,  it  would  come  to  pafs,  that  the  fand  falling 
into  the  well,  would  choak  it  up.  The  wood  which 
did  not  touch  the  water  was  now  rotten,  as  I  then 
very  accurately  obferved,  being  a  young  man  of  2 1 
years  of  age. 

Staying  in  the  fame  City  the  following  winter,  I 
found,  that  the  Moors  or  Marlhes  about  the  fame, 
which  rendered  it  fo  ftrong,  were  never  frozen  into 
Ice  by  the  cold  of  the  winter;  which  is  an  Argument 
that  a  certain  peculiar  fait  is  latent  in  that  water  ; 
which  is  the  reafon  that  the  Planks  or  Piles  fixed  into 
the  Marfhy'  ground,  upon  which  many,  yea,  the  grea¬ 
teft  part  of  the  Houfes  of  that  City,  doftand,orare 
fet,  in  along  progrefs  of  time,  are  changed  into  meer 
ftone§?  and  afford  a  firm  Foundation  to  the  Houfes 
built  upon  them. 

From  all  thofe  indications  I  have  hitherto  conjedu- 
red,  that  all  the  Springs  about  that  City  abound  with 
that  fort  of  fait  which  Paracelfus  calleth  Enixmn,  fees 
ing  that  in  the  faid  Marfhes  I  have  feen  the  Grafs 
green  all  winter,  which  is  a  certain  indication  of  this 
kind  of  fait  there  exifting.  The  watery  Animals 
which  are  in  the  Fountain  and  Marfhes  near  to  the  Ci¬ 
ty,  confirm  the  conjedure,  among  which  the  number 
of  the  water-Mice  is  not  fmall,  which  cannot  live  in 
all  waters ;  andthe(hell-Fifli,orTortoifes,  which  are 
every  where  in  an  incredible  quantity,  in  the  water 
flowing  about  the  City,  and  watering  the  Marfliesand 
Gardens,  although  wont  to  be  efteemed  by  great  men 
among  Delicacies,  are  here  of  no  account  at  all ;  and 
for  that  reafon  both  the  Citizens  and  Countrymen  put 
two  or  three  of  thofe  fliell-fiflies  into  the  veffel  in 
which  they  fave  the  wafhings  of  their  Dilhes,  to  give 
to  their  fwine,faying,that  this  fort  ofAnimals  abiding 
in  their  wa(h,  conduceth  much  to  the  fattening  them. 
And  from  thefe  things  it  appeareth,  that  water-Mice 
and  Shell-Fifh  of  this  fort,  do  delight  in  fweet  waters, 
tempered  with  a  certain  fait.  Any  man  that  hath  a 
mind  to  take  the  faid  Shell-Fifli,  orTortoife,  goetli 
into  the  Meadows  or  Paftures  in  a  morning,  which  are 
watered  with  this  kind  of  water,  where  they  wander 
about  in  the  wet  Grafs,  feeking  their  Food  ;  and  alio 
in  the  evening  after  fun  fet,  when  they  return  again  to 
to  feed.  If  they  perceive  any  body  in  their  way,  they 
prefently  betake  themfelves  to  the  water,  and  in  their 
entrance  into  the  water,  they  retrad  their  four  feet, 
which  with  their  head  and  tail  ( like  to  the  heads  and 
tails  of  Serpents)  they  hide  andfecure  in  their  (hell, 
which  is  fo  hard,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  broken  with  a 
ftrong  and  heavy  Hammer.  The  Inhabitants,  when 
they  will  boil  them,  prick  them  with  fome  (harp  In- 
ftrument,  at  the  feeling  of  which,  they  again  put 
their  head  and  tail  out  of  the  fliell,  which  they  pre- 
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fently  cut  off  with  a  knife-  The  body  being  boiled 
in  water,  the  (hell  openeth  of  its  own  accord,  out  of 
which  the  Fifli  being  taken,  is  purged,  and  prepared 
with  Butter,  Wine,  and  Spice, and  is  not  much  diffe¬ 
ring  from  Veal,  nor  of  an  ingrateful  talle,  andthere- 
fore  reckoned  araongft  delicate  Foods,  by  thofe  who 
are  given  to  feed  daintily.  Truly,  1  am  perfwaded, 
that  Animals  ofthis  fort  are  not  to  be  ufed  as  Food, 
but  are  rather  profitable  to  the  health  of  Mankind,  be- 
caufe  they  abide  in  pure  waters. 

Thefe  few  things  my  Experience  hath  adminiftred 
to  me  concerning  thefe  Waters,  by  which  Wood  is 
changed  into  Stone,  yea,  not  Wood  only,  but  alfo 
the  skin  and  bones  of  Animals.  I  have  alfo  leen  half 
a  Loaf  of  Bread  turned  into  a  Stone ;  whence  any 
inanmayconjedure,  how  great  a  fixing  power  is  la¬ 
tent  in  the  faid  fait,  concerning  which  there  is  yet 
more  to  be  faid. 

ThisTranfmutation  offA^ood  into  Stone  will  put 
all  the  Brethren  of  Ignorance  to  the  blufh,  who  with 
their  ridiculous  Mockeries  laugh  dt  and  deny  the  won- 
dersofNature  of  this  kind,  that  by  the  operation  of 
Art  emulating  Nature,  a  Body  fhould  be  fpoiled  of 
its  fugacity,  and  be  tranfrauted  into  a  conftant  and  in- 
combuffible  body.  All  W ood  being  burnt  by  the  fire, 
is  confumed,  leaving  nothing  behind  it  except  a  few 
fait  afhes,  which  neverthelefs  being  tranfmuted  into 
aitone  by  a  fixing  water  of  this  kind,  retaineth  its 
priftine  body,  and  cannot  be  confumed  by  any  fire,- 
This  is  an  infallible  Argument,  moll  clearly  refelling 
thofe  Afs-like  Deriders  of  Art.  Can  thefe  Belwea* 
thers  be  more  clearly  refuted  by  any  other  Argument 
or  Teftimony  ?  I  fpeak  thefe  things,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  a  more  eafie  belief,  and  not  to 
be  amazed  with  fo  great  admiration,  when  they  fhall 
in  the  following  Treatifehear  me  affirm.  That  any 
fubtile  Spirit  of  Wine ,  by  the  help  of  this  kind  of 
Water,  may  be  changed  into  a  fixed  Salt,  conftant  in 
the  Fire. 

Seeing  therefore  it  may  come  to  pafs,  that  by  fuch 
a  Tranfmutation  any  fugacious  Spirit  of  Wine  may 
pafs  into  a  fixed  and  conftant  Salt,  Who  will  deny, 
tut  that  the  fame  conftancy  may  be  afforded  to  fu¬ 
gacious  Metals,  by  a  water  of  this  kind  ?  But  by 
what  means  fuch  anoperation,  which  feems  impoffible 
to  every  man,  may  be  effected, may  be  worth  the  while 
to  indicate  in  few  words,  feeing  that  it  happened  to 
me-cafually,  not  feeking  it,  and  which  1  my  felf  at  that 
time  ffiould  not  have  believed,  although  any  one  had 
ferioully  affirmed  it  to  me. 

The  Sal  Enixiim  of  Paracelfas,  or  my  fixed  Salt, 
which  dillblveth  all  things,  is  endowed  with  that  vir¬ 
tue  and  efficacy,  that  it  diffolveth  all  things  by  fire  ^ 
at  a  certain  time  I  had  difiolved  Gold  with  it  by  the 
dry  way,  and  would  make  trial  whether  Spirit  of 
Wine  would  takeaTindure  from  it  or  not:  The 
diffolution  being  made,  I  would  have  poured  upon  it 
a  burning  Spirit  of  Wine,  but  by  chance  I  pour%d 
upon  it  in  the  Glafs  Spirit  of  Juniper  •,  afterwards 
perceiving  my  errour,  I  fet  the  Glafs  afide,  and  half 
a  year  after,  I  found  the  Spirit  tinged  with  a  bloody 
colour,  which  I  filtred  through  a  brown  Paper,  and 
put  the  clear  Tindure  into  a  Glafs,  to  feparate  the 
Spirit  from  it  by  the  Fire.  .  But  feeing  that  I  obtained 
not  a  Spirit,  but  an  infipid  Phlegm  by  evaporation,  1 
found  that  that  Red  Salt,  in  a  long  procefs  of  time, 
had  rendered  the  Spirit  fixed,  and  by  a  wonderful 
change  had  coagulated  it  into  a  fixed  Salt-  The  fame 
Salt  afforded  me  another  Experiment,  and  indeed  yet 
worthy  of  greater  admiration  :  A  certain  Friend  gave 


me  a  glafs  of  Oil  of  Citrons,  prepared  from  mouldy 
or  decaying  Oranges  and  Citrons ,  by  deftiilation, 
which  Oil  fmeltmuftily,  to  take  away  which  ill  fmell, 
I  would  have  poured  upon  it  Spirit  of  Salt,  but  by 
chance  put  to  it  my  Sal  Enixum  diffolved,  and  deftil- 
led  it  by  fire,  which  indeed  rendered  me  a  dear  Oil, 
but  in  fraall  quantity,  and  fcarce  the  one  half  :i  There¬ 
fore  continuing  a  ftronger  fire,  when  nothing  more 
would  deftil,  I  let  the  fire  out,  the  Glafs  being  cold, 
and  taken  out  of  the' fand,  I  found  all  the  refidus  ot 
the  matter  turned  into  a  black  Coal,  and  when  I  had 
taken  it  out  of  the  Glafs,  I  put  it  upon  a  , burning  Coal, 
to  fee  whether  or, no  any  Oil  yet  remained  but  the 
matter  being  confumed  by  the  Fire,  left  many  Affies, 
and  difeovered  the  fixing  nature  of  my  Salt,  And 
fearching  more  accuraiely  into  the  operation,  I  found 
many  wonderful  things,  which  afterwards  gave  me 
occafion  to  call  that  Salt  by  the  Name  of  Sal  Mirabile. 
Let  others  fearch  into  the  matter,  by  more  exad  Me¬ 
ditations,  that  they  may  be  able  to  penetrate  into  it 
with  a  deeper  fight.  He  that  cannot  fee  the  virtuesof 
this  Salt,  is  deftitute  of  Eagles  eyes,  beholding  the 
Rays  of  the  Sun  with  an  unmoved  afped,  and  hath  the’ 
eyes  of  an  Owl,  which  can  fee  fomewhat  in  the  dark, 
but  is  blind  at  Noon-day.  Truly,  it  is  a  thing  to  be 
admired,  that  an  Oil  fo  combuftible,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours,  ffiould  be  reduced  to  that  ftate,  that  ic 
ffiould  glow?  and  burn  in  the  fire  like  a  Coal.  There¬ 
fore  let  it  not  feem  ftrange  to  any  mansthat  any  Wood 
abounding  with  much  combuftible  Oil,  ffiould  in  a  long 
progrefs  of  time,  by  the  help  of  this  Salt,  be  tranfmu^ 
ted  into  a  Stone.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  things 
happened  to  me  by  chance  j  But  who  doubteth,  but 
that  the  ftudious  of  Art  may,  by  a  fedulous  and  accu¬ 
rate  fearch,  find  out  many  more  ?  Thefe  are  enough 
to  the  wife. 

Now  followeth  the  Praxis,  demonftrating  the 
Theory,  by  what  means  this  Salt  is  to  be  prepared, 
and  to  what  ufes  it  is  to  be  adhibited,  and  what  won¬ 
derful  and  incredible  things  maybe  performed  by  tts 
help,  as  well  in  Alchymy  as  in  Medicine. 


I.  Of  the  Preparation  of  Sal  Mirabilis. 

THis  my  Sal  Mirabile  is  prepared  and  feparated 
from  all  vulgar  Salts,  by  the  help  of  Art^  never¬ 
thelefs  more  eafily  from  one  than  from  another :  For 
it  may  be  elicited  not  only  from  the  Salt  of  the  Kitchinf 
but  alfo  from  other  fairs,  as  Salt-petre,  Vitriol,  and 
Alum:  Alum  and  Vitriol  abound  with  many  fulphu- 
reous  and  mineral  qualities,  and  therefore  occafion 
much  difficulty  and  labour  in  their  feparation  -,  and 
Salt-petre  polfeffeth  a  fugacious  and  burning  nature. 
Therefore  fetting  thofe  Salts  afide,  we  prepare  our^ 
Sal  Mirabile  of  that  common  fait  which  is  ufed  in 
Kitchins,  feparating  from  it,  by  the  help  of  Fire  and 
Water,  whatfoever  is  earthy  and  terrene ;  and  the 
fame  being  prepared,  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  we  ufe  it 
to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  the  profit  of  our  Neighbor, 

Of  the  external  Figure^  Colour-,  Tafle,  ^nd  Smell  of 
Sal  Mirabilis. 

THis  Sal  Mirabilis  being  rightly  prepared,  looketh 
like  Water  congealed  or  frozen  into  Ice  ;  it  ap-- 
peareth  like  the  Cryftals  of  Salt.petre,which  ffioot  in-, 
to  a  long  Figure  alfo  it  is  clear  and  tranfpiarent,and 
being  put  to  the  Tongue,  melts  like  Ice.  .  It  talleth 
neither  ffiarp,  nqr  very  fait,  but  leaveth  a  littffiaftrin- 
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ecncy  upon  the  Tongue-  Being  put  upon  burning 
Coals,  it  cloth  not  leap  and  crackle  after  the  manner 
of  common  fait,  neither  conceiveth  flame  like  Salt¬ 
petre,  nor  being  red  hot,  fends  forth  any  fmell  i  which 
gifts  01  endowments  no  other  faltpolfefleth. 


II.  Of  the  External  and  Internal  Vfe  of  my  1 
Sal  Mirabilis. 

JN  the  flrfl;  place  it  is  to  be  known,  .that -my  Sd  Mi¬ 
rabilis  containeth  many  great  and  hidden  Virtues, 
inafrrmch  as  it  is  not  fo  (harp  and  acute  as  other  falts? 
and  therefore  its  internal  as  well  as  external  ufe, is  ea- 
fily  admitted  in  Medicine.  Externally  adhibited»  it 
cleanfeih  ail  frefh  wounds,  and  open  Ulcers,  and  hea- 
leth  them ;  neither  doth  it  corrode  or  excite  pain,  as 
other  fairs  are  wont  to  do-  Witliin  the  body  it  exer- 
cifetb  admirable  Virtues,  efpecially  being  alfociated 
with  fuch  things  wholb  Virtues  it  encreafeth,.  and 
which  it  condudteth  to  thofe  places  to  which  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  they  fhould  arrive  :  For  Salt  is  the  Condudler 
and  Redlor  both  of  good  and  evil  Powers  or  Vir¬ 
tues,  and  carrieth  them  along  with  it  felf,  according  as 
they  fliall  be  joined  with  it-  As  the  nourifliment  of 
Vegetables  and  Minerals  conflfteth  only  in  Salt,fo  alfo 
the  nourifliment  of  Animals  dependeth  upon  the  fame. 
For  if  the  Herbs,  Bread,  Flefli,  and  all  other  things 
which  we  eat,  fliould  be  deltitute  of  fait»  they  could 
in  no  wife  fuftain,  nourifli,  and  encreafe  the  Bodies  of 
Animals,  for  by  fuch  it  would  forthwith  come  topafs, 
that  they  fliould  confume  and  die  :  Therefore  Food  al¬ 
fo  nouriflieth,  as  it  is  well  and  in  due  manner  feafoned 
with  fait  for  a  thing  that  hath  no  relifli,  is  unfit  for 
nourifliment,  according  to  the  common  ^  Proverb, 
fapit,  rnitrit dnd  that  which  hath  no  tafe^  doth 
alfo  not  nonrif.  Therefore  the  Omnipotent  GOD 
hath  given  fait  to  all  His  Creatures,  by  which  they 
are  nouriflied  and  fuftained  fo  that  there  would  have 
been  no  need  of  faking  of  Foods  with  fait appointed 
for  the  ufe  of  Man,  had  not  Sin  and  the  Curfe  debili¬ 
tated  and  corrupted  all  things,  feeing  that  they  were 
endowed  with  their  own  fait  by  Nature:  Therefore 
for  the  fuccouring  of  Nature,  thofe  things  which  con¬ 
tain  little  fait,  are  to  be  faked  with  common  and 
vulgar  Salt,  which  is  appointed  by  .God  for  this  end, 
that  it  might  afford  nourifliment  to  the  humane  Body, 
corroborate  and  flrengthen  it,  as  we  fee  that  Bread, 
Flefli,  and  all  Herbs  or  Sallets,  may  be  indeed  eaten 
without  fait,  but  not  to  aftbrd  fo  much  nourifliment : 
For  it  is  commonly  known,  that  Flefh,  Fifli,  and  Sal- 
lets  being  faked, do  far  better  fatisfie  and  nourifli, 
than  if  thofe  Foods  fliould  be  received  into  the  fto- 
inach  wholly  deftitute  of  fak-  For  this  reafon  men 
that  undergo  hard  labours  eat  Flefli,  Fifli,  Herbs,  and 
other  Foods,  plentifully  feafoned  with  fak,  whereby 
their  Bodies  are  preferved  in  their  due  ftrength  ,  but 
thofe  who  are  not  exercifed  with  fuch  labours,  feed 
upon  Foods  not  fo  fait,  but  of  a  more  eafiedigeftion- 
Salt  therefore  is  the  only  nutriment  not  only  of  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals,  but  alfo  of  Minerals;  yea,  it 
;:iaiverfaHy  nouriflieth  and  encreafeth  whatfoever  exi- 
lleth  in  the  World. 

Seeing  therefore  that  without  fait  nothing  can  exift 
orlive^  and  that  the  life  of  all  things  conflfteth  in  fak 
alone,  as  is  witnefled  by  daily  experience Where¬ 
fore  do  Fools  think  Salt  to  be  a  thing  of  fo  fmall  mo¬ 
ment  ?  lanfwer.  That  this  happens  becaufe  very 
few  know  what  Salt  is,  vHiac  Powers  and  Virtues  it 


exerteth,  and  what  is  reconded  in  its  inward  Pene- 
trals ;  As  is  faid  'a  little  before,  1  compare  fait  to  a 
Carrier,  becaufe  he  carrieth  or  conveyetii  all  thofe 
things  which  are  put  to  him,  whether  good  or  evil, 
thither  to  where  they  are  to  be  conveyed,  without  any 
labour  or  trouble,  but  eoiiiniitting  the  care  to  him, 
whotaketh  all  the  burden. 

In  like  manner.  Salt  being  mixed  with  good  things, 
which  adrainifter  g  good  nourifliment,  aflifteth  the 
nutritive  faculty,  and  is  the  conveyer,  helper,  and 
ftrengthener  of  the  adjoined  nutriment ;  Being  mixed 
with  venomous  and  hurtful  things,  it  encreafeth  and 
■confirmeth  the  Venom  with  great  detriment  to  the 
Body,  infinuating  it  into  the  Palfages,  and  Members, 
into  which,  without  fak,  the  Venom  could  not  have 
penetrated  >  therefore  with  the  good  it  is  good,  and 
with  the  evil  it  is  evil,  and  being  addidted  to  neither 
part,  is  fnbfervient  to  both,  according  to  the  will  of 
the  Artift,  making  good  the  vulgar  Proverb,  Salt  and 
Wine  quicken  the  wit  :  That  is,  when  mixed  with  good 
things,  they  be  moderately  ufed.  So  alfo  the  contra¬ 
ry  is  true,  if  it  be  faid,  that  Salt  and  Wine  deprave  ths 
Wit  ;  which  I  could  demonftrate  by  many  Examples,' 
which  for  brevity  fake  are  here  omitted.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  that  I  may  be  the  better  underftood,  I  will  in- 
ftance  in  two  things :  As  I  faid  but  now,  if  Salt  be 
mixed  with  good  fubjeefts,  containing  a  good  nourifli* 
ment,  fuch  are  Bread,  Flefh,  and  Herbs,  the  fame  are 
rendered  fitter  for  nourifliment,  if  daily  experience 
may  be  credited,  which  no  man  will  deny.  Why 
therefore  fliould  not  the  contrary  be  likely,  that  it 
fhould  render  an  evil  thing  yet  worfe,  and  corrupt  it 
more,  if  it  be  aflbeiated  with  it.  As  for  example. 
Common  Argent-vive  is  efteemed  Poifon,  and  indeed 
truly,  and  is  rendered  obnoxious  to  a  greater  or  ielTer 
poifonous  quality,  according  as  it  ftiall  undergo  this 
or  that  Preparation.  If  one  fwallow  half  an  ounce  of 
it,  it  operateth  nothing  in  the  Body,  and  pafleth  away 
without  hurt  •,  but  being  fublimed  with  falts,  and  exal¬ 
ted  in  its  venomous  quality,  being  exhibited  in  the 
weight  but  of  two,  three, or  four  grains,  is  fuffident  to 
kill  a  man. 

In  the  fame  manner  Orpiment»  as  digged  out  of 
the  Mountains,  performeth  nothing  of  good  in  an  hu¬ 
mane  Body,  exciting  frequent  and  intolerable  vomi¬ 
tings  and  ftools,  if  given  in  too  great  quantity  ;  ne- 
verthelefs  one,  two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  the  fame 
may  be  taken  without  any  danger,cauling  eafie  vomits 
and  ftools;but  being  exalted  by  fublimation  with  com¬ 
mon  fait,  becometh  fo  hurtful  a  Poifon,  that  being 
drank,  it  forthwith  killeth  Men  and  Beafts.  So  alfo 
it  is  with  white  Arfeniclc,  which  being  fublimed  with 
Salt,  obtaineth  fuch  a  poifonous  nature,  as  is  com¬ 
monly  known,  although  the  caufe  of  that  evil  be 
known  to  few,  as  the  faid  Examples  do  fuffidently 
declare.  1  will  yet  add  one  thing  over  and  above,  for 
the  fake  of  the.  Ignorant :  They  who  have  been  ver- 
fed^  in  the  Labours  of  the  Fire,  know  thofe  things, and 
want  not  my  teaching, although  their  number  be  very 
fmall,  but  of  the  Ignorant  and  Unskilful  it  is  large 
enough.  Arfenick  and  Cobolc  are  indeed  moft  ve¬ 
hement  Poifons,  but  neverthelefs  are  not  hurtful  to 
the  Body,  if  they  be  taken  in  their  corporal  form  v 
1  but  being  exafperated  by  fublimation  with  Salts,  and 
reduced  into  a  more  fugacious  nature,  arrive  to  that 
vehemence,  that  they  are  able  to  kill  a  man  only  by 
their  odour.  Thofe  who  have  mixed  Arfenick  with 
Vitriol  and  Sak-.petre,  for  the  preparing  of  gradua¬ 
ting  Waters,  as  they  call  them,  have  experienced  the 
'  Truth  of  this.  Such  Waters- are  fo  vehemently  poi- 

fonousj 
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fonous,  that  they  fmite  the  Heart  with  a  trembling 
of  any  one  that  taketh  in  their  odour  by  the  Nofe, 
and  alfo  extrearaiy  debilitate  the  Brain.  That  vulgar 
Proverb,  which  faitPoThat  SfiU  cor/ohorateth  Heart 
and  q.i'.ckcncth  tht  is  true,  when  wholefom  and 
healthful  things  are  alibciated  with  it ;  but  if  things 
unwholefomand  poifunous  be  adjoined  with  it,  it  doth 
the  quite  contrary,  fufFocating  the  Heartland  weaken¬ 
ing  tne  Brain,  both  which  I  my  fetf  have  found. 

-  Long  age,  when  I  was  young,  being  occupied  with* 
ArfenicaUVaters  of  this  kind,  it  often  happened  to 
me,  that  thofe  llrong  faline  Spirits  had  almoit  put  out 
my  Candle*  Again,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  found, 
when  I  have  mixed  corroborating  fubjeds  with  Salt, 
that  it  hath  encreafed  their  ftrengthening  Virtues, and 
exalted  them  in  a  wonderful  manner.  Therefore  it  is 
not  without  reafon  that  Paracelfas  teacheth,  That 
Gold  exercifeth  no  power  or  virtue  in  the  humane 
Body,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  Salts,  which  infinuate  the 
virtues  of  Gold  into  the  Members,  and  augmenteth 
them.  Here  fome  may  fay,  Seeing  that  other  Metals 
exert  their  powers  in  humahe  Bodies  without  Salt, 
Why  fhould  not  Gold  alfo  do  the  fame,  if  it  hath  any 
virtues  ?  I  anfwer.  That  this  is  the  reafon  of  the  dif¬ 
ference,  becaufe  the  other  Metals  being  reduced  into 
fmall  Particles,  by  filing,  do  ad  in  the  humane  Body, 
by  reafon  of  their  own  Vitriolate  Salt,  which  they 
retain  in  melting,  more  eafily  admitting  folution^is 
the  Stomach,  and  performing  their  Operations,  by 
reafon  of  that  natural  acidity,  which  Operations 
would  be  exafperated  by  the  addition  of  Salt.  But 
that  the  imperfed  Metals  effed  nothing  of  good  in 
the  body  of  Man,  is  witnelfed  by  Tin  and  Copper,  in 
a  Velfel  of  which,  Wine  ftanding  all  night,  and  then 
drank,caufeth  Vomitings  and  Cholical  pains,  as  alfo 
Palpitations  of  the  Heart  i  m  exciting  of  which,  Cop^ 
per  exceedeth  Tin,  which  doth  not  fo  frequently  ex¬ 
cite  Accidents  of  this  kind,  efpecially  that  which  is 
not  adulterated  with  Bifmuth  or  Tinglafs,  but  is  pure 
and  unmixt.  Lead  being  fwallowed,  drieth,  and  cool- 
eth  too  vehemently  :  But  the  filings  of  Iron  areufed 
medicinally,  not  without  great  profit,  becaufe  they 
kill  and  expel  the  Worms  in  Children  and  its  Cn- 
cHs  is  alfo  wont  to  be  mixed  with  aftringent  Medicines 
with  Fruit.  Silver  being  filed  and  taken,  is  of  no  ufe 
in  the  humane  Body,  becaufe  it  hath  in  it  folf  no  fait, ' 
with  which  Iron  and  Copper  are  endowed.  'Never- 
thelefs,  being  prepared  with  Salt,  it  obtains  an  en¬ 
trance  into  the  Members  of  the  Body, and  expelleth  all 
hurtful  Humours,  and  ftrengtheneth  the  Brain.  But 
being  bitterer  than  Gall,  it  is  fo  ingrateful  to  the  Pa¬ 
late,  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  betaken  than  Vitriol 
it  felf.  Gold,  the  mofl;  eminent  among  all  the  Me-- 
tals,  in  purity  and  nobility  in  its  own  nature, pofleffeth 
no 'Salt,  and  therefore  hath  no  Operation  at  all  in  the 
Body,  whether  it  be  taken  in  filings,  or  reduced  to 
a  fubiile pow'der  i  for  the  of  the  Stomach  is 

not  of  fo  great  power,  that  it  can  enter  and  divolve 
Gold,  as  it  dillolveth  Copper  and  Iron,  but  difehar- 
geth  it  vaththe  Excrements  in  the  fame  form  in  which 
it  was  taken-  Hence  the  Unskilful  have  been  fo  bold , 
as  to  exclude  Gold  from  a  medicinal  ufe,  as  a  thing 
deftitute  of  all  Virtue,  and  altogether  of  no  ufe ;  an 
errour  truly  not  Philofophick,  but  foolifli,  proceeding 
from  meer  unskilfulnefs  and  ignorance,  feeing  that 
Experience  doth  altogether  teftifie  the  contrary.  He 
that  belie veth  no  Virtues  to  be  in  Gold,  may  by  an 
eaiie  experiment  find  the  contrary,  if  he  fhall  diffolve 
it  in  Spirit  of 'Salt  well  cleanfed  and  reftified,  and 
fhail  drink  a  little  of  this  Solution  mi.xed  with  Wine 


or  Beer,  or  any  warm  Broth  or  Gruel,  for  he  niall  per¬ 
ceive  a  very  fwife  and  healthful  Oi)€ration,cafting  out 
ail  fuperfiuous  feces,  according  as  they  lhall  offend, 
either  by  Vomit,  Stool,  or  Sweat,  or  Urine,  without 
any  weakening  of  the  Body,  but  evidently  confirming 
its  ih'cngth,  as  I  have  fliewcd  in  my  book  entituled, 

1  he  Conjoldtion  of  Navigators^  in  fetv  words^  by  rea¬ 
fon  of  the  fhortnefs  of  time,  which  did  not  allow  me 
to  treat  of  this  matter  more  at  large-  Neverthelefs  I 
here  affert,  that  a  folution  of  Gold  of  this  fort  by  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  is  able  to  perform  very  much  in  Medicine, 
although  by  reafon  of  its  ingrateful  relilh,  it  is  not 
•much  to  be  elteemed  ;  For  feeing  the  fpiric  of  Salt, 
with  which  the  Gold  is  to  be  dilfolved,  ought  to  be 
very  ftrong  from  this  corrofive  Liquor,  without  which 
the  Gold  cannot  bediffolved  ;  firft,  thisincommodity 
arifetb,  that  its  ufe  is  unpleafant,  it  blacketh  the  Lips 
and  edgeth  the  Teeth  i  to  which  may  be  added,  that 
a  great  quantity  of  Liquor  is  required  for  tiiis  foluti¬ 
on,  and  the  acidity  by  degrees  bringelh  loathing  to 
the  fick,  and  fometimes  the  fick  cannot  bear  the  fharp- 
nefs.  Moreover,  if  this  folution  be  taken  in  Broth,  it 
hindereth  its  operation,  and  wanteth  the  defired  fuc- 
cefs,  of  which  it  is  not  deltknte  when  drank  in  Wine 
or  Beer.  For  this  reafon  this  Medicament,  which  in 
it  felf  is  very  noble,  and  of great  moment,  is.  difficultly 
admitted  into  ufe.  But  becaufe  we  have  faid  that 
Gold  without  Salts  is  able  to  operate  nothing  at  all, 
its  whole  folution  confifts  in  fuch  a  menfirtmm  which 
is  neither  corrofive,  nor  of  an  nnpleafant  relilh,  never¬ 
thelefs  openeth  the  Gold,  and  rendereth  it  apt  to  be¬ 
come  a  very  wholfom  Medicine;  which  endowments 
I  have  found  in  no  other  thing  but  my  Sd  Mirabtle^ 
which  being  void  ofall  correfion  and  unpleafantnefs, 
is  it  felf  an  excellent  Medicament,  and  coiciliateth  a 
pleafant  fweetnefs  to  all  things  which  it  dilTolveth  : 
For  when  it  dilTolveth  Gold,  it  doth  notHain  the  lips 
and  hands  with  any  colour,  like  other  folutions, which 
are  made  by  Aqua  Regia,  or  fpiric  of  fait ;  neither  al- 
fodoth  it  aftringe  like  other  folutions,  but  is  of  plea¬ 
fant  life,  and  exerteth  its  gift  by  a  noble  Ope¬ 
ration.  I  have  tried  many  admirable  things  with  this 
Salt,  and  at  length  obtained  a  folution,  or  rather  an 
extradtion  of  Gold ,  green  as  Grafs,  and  is  a  very 
wholefom  and  moll  noble  Medicament  t  For  he  who 
hath  brought  Gold  t-o-^a  greenefs,  hath  performed 
much,  in  praife  of  which,  many  ancient  Philofophers 
e-all  k'Tk  Blejfed  rirldky.  Blit  what  this  greenefs  may 
erfedt  in  Medicine,  belongs  not  to  this  place,  feeing 
that  I  intend  here  to  treat  of  nothing  but  Salt,  and 
to  prove  it  to  be  the  Beginning  and  End  of  all  things, 
and  that  it  encreafeth  and  exalteth  the  powers  and 
virtues  of  all  things. 

And  feeing  that  this  is  agreeable  to  Timth  it  felf, 
and  cannot  be  difp'roved  by  any  man,  it  mull  necelfari- 
ly  be  granted,  that  a  Salt  brought  to  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  of  Purity,  (as  mine  is  j  miifi;  be  far  better,  and 
more  noble  than  any  grofs  and  impure  Salt.  Alfo 
becaufo  it  amplifieth  and  exalreth  the  virtues  ofall 
Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  and  that  Gold 
exceedeth  jn  noblenefs  all  other  Creatures  which  are 
found  under  the  Sun,  it  is  eaiie  to  conjetSuije,  ^at  it 
the  pureft  and  mofl:  noble  part  of  Salt  fliall  be  aflocia- 
ted  with  Gold,  that  alfo  a  mofl  noble  Medicine  mult 
thence  arife  :  For  Salt  and  Gold, being  the  OfF-fpring 
of  the  Sun,  are  (as  it  were)  immortal  and  incorrupti¬ 
ble,  and  therefore  afford  help  to  all  mortal  and  cor¬ 
ruptible  thingsp  and  defend  them  from  puttefailion 
and  corruption. 

Never» 
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Ncverthelefs,!  would  not  have  any  man  perfwade 


himfelf,  that  in-thefe  words  I  go  about  to  albert  any 

Immortality,  ray  purpofetendetb not  thither,  feeing 
that  I  am  not  ignorant  that  there  is  no  Medicine  a- 
gaind  Death.  I  would  only  ligni  he  this,  that  from 
the  alTociation  of  Sals  and  Gold^there  mull:  necellarily 
proceed  an  excellent  Medicament-  If  Salt  carrieth 
and  promotcth  the  Virtues  of  other  things,wherefore 
alfo  Ihould  it  not  promote  and  convey  the  Virtues  of 
Gold  ?  Truly  there  is  found  no  Herb  fo  abjeft,  no 
Stone  fo  vile,  nor  no  Bone  fo  contemptible,  that  doth 
not  poUefs  its  own  Virtues  :  Who  then  can  deny 
that  Gold,  as  the  mod  Noble  Creature  of  God  (after 
the  Sun  and  Salt,  of  which  it  is  generated )  diould  pof- 
fefs  Gifts  and  Endowments,  to  be  preferred  to  thofe 
of  the  more  vile  Crciitures  ?  That  nothing  of  evil 
can  proceed  from  two  excellent  fubjefls,  to  wit.  Gold 
and  Salt,  every  unskilful  Rudick  can  underdand ; 
Wherefore  then  cannot  thofe  proud  and  idle  Scoffers 
perceive  it  ?  I  think  it  to  be,  becaufe  they  v/ould  not 
be  numbred  among  rude  and  ignorant  Ades,  iffub- 
fcribing  to  my  words,  they  Ihould  confefs  fuch  a  Medi: 
cine  to  be  inrtrum  natura^  and  notwithdanding  to  be 
ignorant  of  its  Preparation.  But  it  were  better  for 
them  nor  to  envy  thofe  who  have  received  fuch  Gifts, 
nor  to  aflault  the  Innocent  with  fo  many  filthy  Ca¬ 
lumnies  and  Slanders,  but  to  leave  thofe  things  to 
them  which  exceed  their  own  Capacities. 

I  now  make  mention  of  my  Green-Lyon,  whofe 
wonderful  Virtues  areto  be  declared  and  manifeded 
to  the  whole  World  although  I  well  know,  that  this 
Green-Lyon  will  not  find  fewer  enemies  than  my  white 
or  red  ^nnimTotahile  hath  done' :  For  the  Devil  can 
in  no  wife  differ,  that  any  thing  which  is  profitable  to 
Mankind  Ihould  be  made  manifed,  therefore  heufeth 
all  his  power  and  arts  to  hinder  the  knowledge  of  the 
Truth,  by  calling  dumbling  blocks  in  its  way.  What 
various  Arts  have  been  excogitated,  to  bring  my  Au¬ 
rum  Potabile  into  Contempt,  and  indeed  by  fuch  a  fort 
of  men,  who  might  eafily  think  that  I  Ihould  not  grant 
one  drop  of  it  to  fuch  haters  of  the  Truth,  although 
they  diould  petition  me  for  it- 

And  feeing  thofe  Pot-  Companions  could  not  ask  it 
of  me,  they  have  endeavoured  to  extort  it  from  me, 
under  pretence  of  the  fickjnot  that  they  would  ferve, fhe 
dek,  but  only  get  an  occafion  of  contemning  it,  apd 
of  bringing  it  into  an  Odium  with  the  Sick,  led  by  it 
they  Ihould  recover  their  former  Health.  Have  they 
not  taken  connfel  together  in  their  Meetings,  one  of¬ 
fering  this,  another  another  thing,  fo  that  by  every 
way  poffible  they  might  oppugn  my  Annim  Potabile  ? 
But  this  Hatred  and  Envy,  carried  on  againd  me  with 
great  dudy,  I  leave  to  the  Divine  Vengeance  j  and  al¬ 
though  many  watery  and  obfeure  Clouds  may  endea¬ 
vour  to  hide  the  Sun,  and  to  overfpread  his  warm  and 
vivifick  Beams  with  darknefs,  neverthelefs  they  diall 
effetd  nothing  •,  for  at  length  being  difperfed  into  va¬ 
pours,  and  vanifliing  in  Clouds,  they  will  give  place 
to  the  Solar  Rays.  There  is  nothing  able  to  extin- 
■guifh  tile  Truth,  which  may  indeed  be  pred,but  never 
overcome,  and  is  therefore  like  the  Light,  never  whob 
ly  extiuguifhed.  The  Air  is  never  filled  vvith  fo  ma¬ 
ny  dark  Clouds,  but  at  length  they  being  didipated, 
the  Sun  again  appears  to  fight.  By  a  likereafon  al¬ 
fo  the  T ruth  at  length  freeth  it  felf  from  the  fnares  of 
lyes,  and  cometh  forth  into  the  Light :  Therefore  I 
may  without  fear  propofe  the  Truth,  although  there 
be  many  that  can  but  ill  bear  my  liberty  of  fpeech  i 
for  GOD  is  to  be  obeyed  rgther  than  Men  and  the 
benefits  due  to  Good  men  are  not  to  be  omitted  for 


for  the  fake  of  thofe  which  are  Evil- 

Therefore  (  in  the  Name  of  God )  I  will  go  on  in 
declaring  the  Virtues  of  my  Sal  Mirabile becaufe 
I  havefaid  in  the  precedent  difeourfe,  that  Salt  is  the 
Redor  or  Difpofer  of  all  things,carrying  their  virtues 
conjoined  with  it  felf,  to  their  due  place ;  therefore  it 
is  not  fit  that  evil  and  venomous  things  Ihould  be  ad¬ 
joined  to  it,  but  fuch  as  are  good  only,  if  any  thing  of 
good  be  expeded  from  it. 

But  there  is  no  Creature  under  the  Sun  more  noble, 
excellent,  and  pure  than  Gold,  nor  which  more  refift- 
eth  the  dedrudion  of  all  the  Elements,  which  with¬ 
out  a  true  folution ,  as  we  have  faid,  cannot  render 
the  Body  of  Man  partaker  of  its  Virtues, and  all  corro¬ 
ding  folutions  are  found  to  be  unfit  to  diflblve  it  ^ 
therefore  fuch  a  folution  is  required,  as  may  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  help  of  a  Salt  which  is  not  corrolive 
therefore  taking  fuch  a  one  in  hand,  we  will  fee  what 
good  is  to  be  expeded  from  it. 


Of  the  Vfe  of  my  Sal  Mirabilis ,  as  well  in  the 
Solution  of  Metals f  as  in  the  f  reparation  of 
Medicines. 

FIrd,  it  is  to  be  noted.  That  not  only  Metals,  but  al¬ 
fo  all  Stones,  and  Bones  themfelves,  refufing  the 
folution  of  all  corrolive  Salts,  may  be  radically  didbb 
ved  by  ray  Sal  Mirabile^  and  mod  things  fo  diflblved, 
whether  they  be  Metallick,  Vegetable,  or  Mineral, 
put  on  a  green  colour,  of  fomeof  which  the  greenefs 
remaineth,  but  of  others,  in  procefs  of  time,  is  chart-; 
ged  into  a  yellow  or  red  colour. 

Concerning  this  wonderful  mutation  and  folution,' 
I  could  write  a  great  Vollime,ifI  had  notdefigned  this 
Labour  for  another  place,  iniending  here  only  to  de- 
feribe  the  folution  of  Gold,  becaufe  another  better 
cannot  be  found.  I  have  found  the  folution  of  the 
red  of  the  Metals  which  are  adhibited,  to  be  unfit 
either  for  the  prefervation  or  recovery  of  Health,  as 
I  have admonilhed  a  little  before-,  but  I  have  found 
Salt  and  Gold  to  be  mod  noble  fubjeds,  of  which  an 
excellent  Medicine  mud  necefl'arily  be  prepared :  For 
Salt  exalteth  the  Powers  and  Virtues  of  all  things  to  a 
high  degree  of  perfeflion,  and  infinuateth  them  into 
the,  humane  body  :  Thisfeerasto  me  not  unlike  the 
volatile  and  fugacious  Spirit  of  Vegetables,  as  of 
Wine  and  Beer,  &c.  which  coming  into  the  Body  of 
Man,  addeth  drength  to  the  Animal  Spirit,  that  it 
moveth  it  felf  more  readily,  and  with  greater  alacrity. 
Indeed  every  other  Meat  and  Drink,  whether  it  be 
Bread  or  Water,  coramunicateth  fome  drength  to  the 
Body,  but  not  fo  powerfully  and  efficacioudy  as  an/ 
generous  Wine,  whofe  Spirit  is  very  pure,  efficacious, 
and  fubtile  ;  fo  that  its  too  plentiful  ufe  awakeneth  all 
things  that  lie  hid  in  a  Man,and  brings  them  to  light. 
In  fame  manner  Salt  encreafeth  and  confirmeth  all 
things, &  being  united  with  them,  maketh  manifed  all 
their  hidenVirtues,which  withoutSalt  would  remain  in 
darknefs:  Who  could  have  manifeded  to  us  thatgreat 
Poifon  which  lies  hid  in  Arfenick,  if  Salts  had  not  re¬ 
vealed  it  ?  If  any  melancholly  Perfon(who  otherwife 
in  his  own  nature  is  prone  to  dilnefs,  like  one  dead  J 
lhall  drink  any  fpirituous  Wine,  or  drong  Drink,  his 
Spirits,  that  were  before  dull,  and  as  it  were  buried  in 
a  Dream,  will  prefentiy  be  awakened,  and  his  Tongue 
fet  at  liberty.  The  fame  doth  Salt  perform,  which 
addeth  an  encreafe  to  the  powers  of  all  things,  efpe* 
cially  of  the  Metals,  which  it  rendereth  manifed  and 

known. 
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known.  And  indeed  without  Salt  Poifons  could  not 
have  been  known,  as  I  have  faid  a  little  above,  con¬ 
cerning  Arfenick  and  Jlrgent'Vive :  \(  Salt  worketh 

thofe  things  in  evil  fubjefts,  by  dilating  and  encrealing 
their  malignity.  Why  Ihould  it  not  effeft  the  fame  in 
cood  fubjefts,  by  augmentingtheir  goodnefsj’  J.betej 

fore,  bccaufe  among  Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineial 

fubjcifls,  there  ai  e  none  more  noble  and  eminent  than 
Gold  and  Salt,  which  have  their  ori^nal  from  the 
Sun,  it  would  be  ill  done  to  pafs  them  by,  and  to  feek 
viler  fubjeds,for  the  making  of  an  excellent  JMedicine, 
feeing  that  if  we  take  Wine,  Salt,  and  Gold,  there  are 
no  other  things  which  afford  us  fo  excellent  Virtues^ 
Therefore  acquiefcing  in  thefe,  we  will  endeavour  or 
them  to  make  a  molt  noble  Medicament. 

the  P  ROC  ESS. 


"Ake  three  or  four  parts  of  Sd  Mirahile-t  and  one 
part  of  Gold  (rightly  fitted  or  prepared  for  this 
Operation)  mix  them,  and  put  the  mixture  into  a 
ftrong  Glafs  Retort, well  luted,which  place  in  an  open 
fire,  encreafing  the  fire  by  degrees,until  the  Glafs  be 
rtd  hot,  urge  the  fire,  and  continue  it  ftrongcr,  for  an 
hour,  then  ceafe,  and  let  all  cool,  take  out  the  Retort, 
and  free  it  from  the  Lute,  that  it  may  not  be  mixed 
with  the  matter  contained  in  the  Glafs,  but  that  may 
remain  pure,  which  is  to  be  accurately  feparated  from 
the  Glafs,  and  together  with  what  is  fublimed  into  the 
neck  of  the  Retort,tobe  put  into  a  clean  glafs  *,  which 
matter  will  look  of  a  greenifh  colour  ;  To  this  matter 
pour  fome  Rain- water,  that  it  may  be  diffolved  in  an 
eafie  heat,  and  the  Salt,  with  part  of  the  Gold ,  may  be 
mixed  with  the  Water.  Filter  this  grafs-green  Solu; 
tion  through  Paper, '^d  draw  off  fome  part  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  by  deftillation,  that  the  green  Liquor  may  remain, 
not  corroding  nor  tailing  fharp,  nor  yet  too  urinous, 
but  fit  to  be  drank  in  aH  Vehicles.  The  Gold  which 
the  Sd  BmxHm  hath  not  diffolved,  you  will  find  after 
the  folution,  which  .you  may  again  ufe  for  the  like 
Work  i  but  the  green  Liquor  you  may  prefently  ufe, 
as  well  in  Medicine  as  in  Alchymy,  which  will  afford 
you  many  profitable  things.  He  that  will  draw  off  all 
the  Phlegm  to  a  green  Salt,  and  then  extraft  that  fait 
with  an  alkalized  Spirit  of  Wine,  will  obtain  a  Medi¬ 
cine  yet  more  efficacious :  For  the  Spirit  of  Wine  will 
not  be  tinged  with  a  green,  but  a  red  colour,  and  will 
be  very  fweet,  rendering  the  Golden  Virtues  of  the 
Salt  more  efficacious,  and  more  commodioufly  and 
readily  infinuateth  them  into  the  Members  of  the  Hu¬ 
mane  Body. 

NB.  This  is  to  be  noted, That  the  Sd^  Emxim  doth 
not  imbibe  the  whole  mafs  of  Gold  in  diffolying,  but 
only  its  purer  part.  .Now,  if  you  repeat  this  Opera¬ 
tion  upon  the  fame  pure  mafs,  as  yet  once  more,  you 
will  extra(ftthe  greatefl  purity,  and  without  all  doubt 
obtain  a  moil  noble  Medicament,  which  no  man  can 
refute,  although  he  be  a  capital  Enemy  to  the  Truth. 
TJiis  is  the  Operation,  no  lefs  compendious  thaif  true, 
of  preparing  a  great  Medicine  of  Gold,  Salt,  and 
Wine,  meriting  the  name  of  an  Aurum  Potabile^yjhoiQ 
great  Powers  and  Virtues  are  now  to  be  manifelted 
to  the  neceffitous  Sick. 
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Of  the  Powers  and  Virtues  of  my  Green-Lyon, 
Vitriol  of  Sol,  or  Wonderful  Golden  Salt. 

'T'His  green  golden  Liquor  may  be  fafely  and  plea- 

fantly  ufed  by  all,  whether  young  or  old,  Tick  or 
in  health,  without  any  difference  of  Pcrfor.s,becaufe  it 
containech  nothing  which  is  evil  Or  prejudicial ;  For 
a  cleanfed  Salt  and  Gold,Tiever  inferr  any  ill,  but  are 
alwaies  profitable,  exerciling  their  wholefom  Opera¬ 
tions,  as  well  inVegctables,as  Animr^ls  and  Minerals, as 
in  thefollowingTreatife  fhall  be  clearly  demonflrated- 
Firfli  This  green  liquor,only  by  its  external  afpedt, 
cheereth  the  Heart ,  Brain,  and  all  the  vital  Spirits  ^ 
feeing  that  of  all  colours  there  is  none  fuperiour  to  the 
Green  in  pleafantnefs,  of  which  all  men  are  witnefs, 
who  have  overcome  the  intenfe  cold  of  a  fliarp  Win¬ 
ter,  behold  Uie  renewfng  greennefs  of  the'  Trees  half 
dead,  and  Herbs  extin(fl,  in  the  Spring  time,  with 
great  delight  and  pleafure,  and  feel  all  the  Blood  in 
their  Body  to  be  renewed  and  revived. 

Secondly,  This  Golden  Liquor  being  drank, ftreng- 
theneth  and  confirmeth  the  whole  humidum  radiede^ 
Stomach,  Brain,  and  all  the  inward  parts  of  the  body, 
beyond  all  other  Medicines  which  I  have  hitherto 
known.  Alfo  it  expelleth  Melancholly ,  and  all  anxie¬ 
ties  of  Mind,  taketh  away  Palpitations  of  the  Heart, 
openeth  Obftrudtions  of  the  internal  yelfels ;  it  hea- 
leth  the^hurtsofthe  inward  parts,  as  Liyer,Lungs,c^c. 
and  cureth  all  Inward  Exulcerations  j  it  cureth  Gia- 
vel  and  Stone,whether  in  the  Reips  or  Bladder^it  keep- 
eth  the  Body  foluble  ;  expelleth  Wind,with  the  pains 
of  the  Cholick ;  preferveth  the  Blood  from  Corru¬ 
ption  ;  cureth  the  Leprofie,  Scabs,  and  Fevers  of  all 
forts  i  in  procefs  of  time  it  taketh  away  the  Gout ;  to 
the  infulting  Apoplexy  and  Epilepfie  it  affordethpre* 
fent  Cure ;  it  cleanfeth  the  Blood  infeded  by  the 
Scurvy,  Plague ,  and  other  contagious  Difeafes  i  it 
preferveth  and  freeth  from  all  internal  Ullcers ,  de- 
fendeth  the  Lungs,  Liver,  and  other  parts,  and  remo- 
veth  Exulcerations  already  arifen,  and  takes  them  a- 
way  radically.  It  To  tingeth  all  the  inward  parts  of  a 
Man  with  its  Balfamick  Virtue,  that  not  being  eafily 
obnoxious  to  Difeafes,  they  enjoy  a  found  and  long 
Life.  Outwardly  ufed,  it  healeth  all  frelh  wounds, 
no  lefs  than  old  and  open  Ulcers,  without  any  Gmt- 
ments  or  Plaflers ;  for  in  curing  Ulcers  of  this  fort, 
there  is  nothing  in  Animals,  V  egetables,  or  Minerals, 
which  anfwereth  to  this  in  Virtue  ^  as  alfo  inwardly 
it  cureth  Ruptures. 

This  is  the  nature  and  property  of  Gold,  that  it 
moft  potently  taketh  away  all  filths^  and  alfo  altring* 
eth  ;  which  two  things  are  neceffarily  required  in  the 
Cure  of  all  Ulcers.  This  Salt,  by  its  own  help,  com= 
modioufly  doth  the  fame,  and  alfo  wonderfully  pro¬ 
motes  the  Virtues  of  the  Gold :  The  faid  Liquor  very 
quickly  taketh  away  the  Ulcers  of  the  Mouth  and 
Throat,  with  all  their  fcorbutick  InfeUion,  which 
are  wont  to  give  way  but  very  flowly  to  other  Medi-- 
cines ;  And  this  it  doth,  although  the  pnguc’  UvuH, 
and  all  the  Palate  fhould  be  fullof  Puflules. 
for  the  taking  away  all  internal  and  external  Ulceis, 
I  think  no  Medicine  preferrable  to  this  Liquor  ,  but 
all  other  defedts  of  the  Body  which  it  cureth,  for  bre¬ 
vity’s  fake, I  will  pafs  over.  ,. 

Moreover,  this  green  and  golden 

nature  and  property,  that  to^gll 

caraents,  it  conciliateth  a  wonderfal  fertility  to  al 
things  as  its  fignature,  the  wit,  the  green  colour,  and 
my  diVerfe  infallible  Experiments,  do  truly  teftifie; 
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Hence  the  feeds  of  all  Vegetables  being  macerated  in 
the  lame  Liquor-.and  fet  in  ineeiinaked  Sand^ithey  put 
forth  golden  Sprouts  and  Plants,  having  a  fmell  much 
fhongcr  and  pleafanter,  a  fairer  colour,  and  greater 
length  than  ihofe  which  grow  out  of  a  fat  Earth. 
Therefore  this  green  Liquor  holdeth  the  chief  place  in 
rendering  Vegetables  green  and  fruitful,  and  augmen¬ 
ting  their  growing  faculty  j  fo  alfo  among  all  the  Me» 
dicines,  1  know  it  hath  no  equal  in  conciliating  and 
preferving  fertility  in  the  humane  body  :  For  in  all 
theUifeaYesof  Mankind  it  bringeth  great  help  and 
comfort,  and  efte^tech  more  in  allifting  the  fruitful- 
nefs  both  of  Male  and  Female,  than  can  be  believed, 
and  is  fo  great  an  exciter  of  Venus,  that  it  bringeth 
great  folace  not  only  to  Old  men,  who  being  baulked 
by  their  younger  Wives,  are  forced  to  lie  ftill,  but  al¬ 
fo  tofuch  Wo'men  who  are  barren  in  their  flourifli- 
ing  age,  and  therefore  deftitute  of  Heirs. 

I  write  not  dreaiTiing,but  am  taught  by  Experience, 
having  leen  forae  men  fo  ftrengthened  by  this  Medi¬ 
cine,  that  they  have  fee'med  to  themfelves  never  to 
have  been  weak,  the  which  alfo  forae  Wom^n  have 
experienced-  Neverthelefs  fuch  Medicaments  are 
not  to  be  adminiEred  too  frequently  to  this  Sex,  fee¬ 
ing  that  without  this  fort  of  help  they  are  wont  to  be 
fometimes  exagitated  by  a  more  falacious  Itch  than  is 
convenient :  Its  ufe  is  more  fafe  to  Old  men,inafmuch 
as  it  cannot  do  them  the  leaE  damage.  Nor  ought 
thofe  things  which  I  here  deliver,  to  feem  a'  wonder 
to  any,  for  they  have  their  certain  and  undoubted  cau= 
fes  of  Operation. 

Let  thofe  two  fubjefts,  of  which  the  Green-Lyoh  is 
compofed,to  wit, fait  &  gold, be  infpefted;  they  are  the 
teft  of  things,  &  necellarily  required  to  the  generation 
of  all  things  5  for,what  herb  can  be  brought  forth  with¬ 
out  feed  and  falt?not  indeed  the  leaft  :  for  if  the  earth 
or  fand  wanteth  fait,  the  feed  of  the  Herb  can  neither 
have  nutriment  nor  produdion  .;  Yea,  if  the  feed  it 
felf  be  alfo  fowed  in  a  fat  Earth,  and  yet  be  deftitute 
of  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  it  can  in  hb  wife  grow  out  of 
the  Earth,  but  will  be  fuffbcated  and  perilh ;  the  which 
thing  is  not  hid  to  Rufticks,  who  after  they  have  fow¬ 
ed  their  feed,  do  ardently  exped  the  warm.  Sunlhine. 
Therefore,  for  adefirable  coming  up  of  Vegetables 
out  of  the  Earth,  and  their  encreafe,  there  is  required 
a  fat  and  fait  Earth,  as  alfo  the  warm  and  fruitful 
heat  of  the  Sun,  with  neceflary  Rain  i  which  alfo  is 
to  be  underftood  of  the  generation  and  multiplication 
'of  Animals. 

NB.  In  Jttritm  Potabile  fait  fupplies  the  room  of 
fatnefSjGold  is  the  Sun,  and  the  Spirit  of  Wine  per- 
formeth  the  Office  of  the  warm  and  fruitful  Rain  ;  fo 
alfo  no  Minerals  are  procreated,  but  by  the  help  of  the 
fun,  and  labour  of  fait.  They  ex'ercifing  their  ope¬ 
rations  upon  the  Water,  generate  Minerals,  as  the 
Writings  of  the  ancient  i^hilofophers  teach. 

Some  ignorant  man  may  here' bbjed  and  ask.  How 
it  can  be,  that  the  Sun,  by  operating  in  the  depth  of 
the  Earth, ffiould'  generate  Minerals  and  Metals  of  fait? 
Let  him  know,  that  the  Sun,  by  his  hot  Rays,  doth  ex» 
cite  the  central  fire  in  the  profundity  of  the  Earth; 
which  central  fire  is  not  unknown  to  thofe  who  are 
occupied  in  digging  Metals  out  of  the  Earth,  who 
fometimes  feel  fo  ftrong  a  heat,  that  laying  afide  their 
Clothes,  they  nre  conftrained  to  labour  very  leifurely, 
yea,  fometimes  wholly  to  intermit  it ;  as  I  havetaught 
in  The  FiVfl  Part  of  my  Mineral  Work-  Therefore  no 
man  of  a  found  mind  will  dare  to  pppofe  thefe  things, 
feeing  that  it  is  wholly  agreeable  to  Truth,  that  ge¬ 
neration  and  encreafe  in  all  Animals,^  Vegetables,  and 


Minerals,  do  arife  from  the  fun  and  fait,  to  which 
water  is  wont  to  be  an  help. 

Seeing  therefore  that  my  golden  Liquor  is  prepared 
of  fuch  fubjedts,  it  can  operate  no  ocher  thing  than 
fertility,  and  thereby  figned  by  Nature  with  that 
beautiful  greennefs,  by  which  it  hgnifieth  its  endow¬ 
ment  to  render  all  things  fruitful :  God  adorrieth  no¬ 
thing  with  His  marks  and  figns  in  vain  ;  from  which, 
as  from  His  lignatures,the  powers  and  virtues  may  be 
more  clearly  known,  than  from  Books.  For  the  fig- 
nature  with  which  things  are  lignedbyGOD  and  Na¬ 
ture  never  erreth  i  but  the  Books  and  Writingscom- 
piled  by.  Men  very  often  erre.  Wherefore  did  the 
ancient  Philofophers , and  Poets  worlhip  the 

Goddefs  of  Love  and  of  Generation,  and  attribute  to 
her  a  beautiful  green,  generated  of  the  fpume  or  foam 
ofthefea  ?  What  is  the  foam  or  froth  which  thefea 
cafteth  out  upon  the  lhore,but  fait,  which  being  dried 
up  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  is  reduced  to  fait  ?  And  the 
Poets,  efpecially  Ftrgil  and  who  were  men  of 
great  literature,  would  not  have  handled  fuch  things 
with  fo  prolix  an  ambage  of  words,  but  that  they  were 
willing  by  their  Fabulous  writings  to  reveal  that  great 
Philofophick  Myftery  to  the  world :  Therefore  I  cpn- 
ftantly  adert,  That  this  green  Liquor  is  the  chief  Me¬ 
dicine  of  all  things  to  grow  or  be  encreafed,  as  its 
pleafant  Viridity  and  infallible  Experience  do  teftifie. 
The  Ocean,  the  Mother  of  all  fertility,  Iheweth  alfo 
its  greennefs,  efpecially  in  thofe  places  where  it  is  rich 
in  fait,  and  ftrongly  irradiated  by  the  Beams  of  the 
Sun.  This  is  well  known  among  Seamen,  who  from 
the  change  of  the  water  into  a  greener  colour,  pre- 
fently  colled,  that  they  are  near  to  hotter  Regions,  in 
which  the  Sun- beams  are  more  ftrongly  projeded  ; 
for  in  fuch  places  the  Sea  is  fo  felt,  that  it  Ihineth  like 
fire:  The  Urireofthofe  pilling  out  of  a  Ihip,  falling 
into  the  Sea,  Iheweth’ like  fparks  of  fire  ^  there  four 
parts  of  water  are  found  to  contain  one  part  of  fait. 
The  Mediterranean  Sea  is  not  fo  full  of  Salt,  as  that 
which  is  between  and  France  ^  and  again,  in  this 
it  felf  is  found  not  a  little  difference,  feeing  that  the 
Sfanifi  fide  exceedeth  the  French  in  faltnefs  ^  and  the 
Ocean  it  felf,  by  how  much  the  nearer  it  is  to  the 
North,  by  fo  much  it  is  lefs  fait  *,  for  which  reafon  al¬ 
fo  the  fait  is  weaker,  and  of  lefs  Virtue,  being  more 
remote  from  the  beams  of  the  Sun.  Therefore  the 
DanesySweeds^  and  other  Nations,  inhabiting  the  Nor» 
them  parts,  although  they  have  plenty  of  Sea-water, 
neverthelefs  they  do  not  make  fait  of  it,  but  fetch  it 
from  France  ov  Spain  j  which  is  a  Teftimony  evident 
enough, that  fait  is  elaborated  in  the  water  by  the  moft 
ardent  Beams  of  the  Sun,  and  produced  for  the  fake 
of  an  univerfal  fertility. 

This  is  indicated  by  the  German  name  of  the  Sea, 
‘Meer^  which  is  all  one  as  if  we  ffiould  fay  Fcmeer,that 
is,  Encreafe^  Enlarge.  An  Appellation  very  well  agree¬ 
ing  with  the  thing,  becaufe  without  the  Sea  nothing 
would  encreafe  in  the  Earth,  but  on  the  contrary,  all 
things  live,  and  are  encrealed  by  it. 

Hence  the  green  colour  is  a  manifeft  Index  and  Sig¬ 
nature  of  Frulcfulnefs,  which  might  be  demonftrated 
by  infinite  examples,  which,  for  the  avoiding  of  pro¬ 
lixity,  is  not  here  necelTary,  feeing  that  the  thing  it 
felf  is  fo  manifeft. 

Some  profligate  Deriders,  who  love  to  oppofe  the 
Truth,  may  lay,  That  this  green  colour  doth  not 
proceed  from  Gold,  but  from  Copper,  that  fo  they 
may  drawhoneft  men  away  from  the  Truth,  becaule 
noGold  feemeth  to  them  to  be  of  ufe  in  Medicine-, 
with  which  Cavil  they  have  before  now  accofted  my 
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Am  Potahile.  That  I  may  flop  their  impure  mouths 
and  obviate  the  frivolous  Objedions  of  this  fort,  1  f^y , 
that  I  indeed  confefs,  Copper  among  the  Metals  doth 
obtain  a  green  colour,  if  it  be  diflblved  in  Aqu^fortth 
and  other  corrofive  Liquors  of  that  kind :  But  Gold 
being  diflblved  in  the  fame,  appeareth  in  a  yellow  co¬ 
lour,  and  not  a  grefen,  wMch  is  known  to  every  body. 
But  who  would  think  me  to  be  fo  ftupid  and  rude,  to 
impofe  upon  any  fo  open  a  Cheat  ?  Who  alio  in  any 
wife  could  hide  fuch  a  Cheat  ?  For  Copper  being  dil- 
folved  in  fait  waters,  would  prefently  difcover  the 
Fraud,  by  its  evil  naufeating  and  Vitnolick  tafte,  or 
which  but  one  drop  being  fwallowed  down,  would  ex¬ 
cite  violent  Vomitings,  and  would  not  be  a  Medicine, 
but  rather  a  Poifon.  Moreover,  if  you  put  a  Knire 
into  fuch  afolution,  it  will  be  prefently  covered  m^er 
with  the  Copper,  and  appear  to  be  Coppery .  I  he 

contrary  plainly  happeneth,  if  any  pure  Iron  be  dip= 

ped  in  my  GreenTyon  *,  for  it  will  prefently  appear 
to  be  gilt  with  the  colour  of  Gold,  and  that  more  fair 
and  eminent  than  any  Ducat,  or  other  piece  of  golden 
Mony  exhibiteth.  If  any  Iron-Wire  be  put  into  it, 
and  there  left  for  a  certain  time,  it  will  at  length  be 
changed  into  a  pure  Gold,  which  is  an  infallible  telli- 
mony-  that  that  Liquor  doth  not  draw_  its  original 
from  Copper,  but  from  Gold.  Again,  it  may  be  ob- 
iedted,  that  a  vulgar  folution  of  Gold  by  Aqua  Kegta, 
alfo  tingeth  Iron  with  a  golden  colour,  and  adhereth 
to  the  fame ;  therefore  this  is  no  ftrange  thing,  foraf- 
rauch  as  it  is  common  and  known  to  every  man.  I  an- 
fwer.  That  fuch  a  folution,  not  green ,  but  yellow, 
doth  indeed  by  precipitation  adhere  to  the  Iron,  and 
diflblveth  the  Iron  it  felf,  and  reduceth  it  into^  a 
Mud,  but  doth  not  penetrate  it ,  and  preferve  it  in  its 
form,  as  my  green  Liquor  doth,  which  therefore  is 
pot  to  be  numbred  among  thofe  copofive  folutionsy 
but  that  which  is  done  by  the  Eiixurn^  is  rather  to 
be  called  an  Extradion  than  a  Solution  :  For  my  Sd 
Mirai  ile  is  of  that  nature,  that  it  doth  not  throughly 
diflblve  any  fine  Powder,  or  Calx  of  Gold,  but  only 
extradeth  from  it  whatfoever  is  moll  pure,  and  lea- 
veth  the  reft  like  a  black  Powder.  Moreover,  that 
Solution  is  not  corrofive  ;  for  if  it  were,  it  would  cor-t 
rode  and  diflblve  the  Iron,  and  not  tinge  it  with  the 
colour,  and  advance  it  to  the  degree  of  Gold,the  Iron 
remaining  whole*  By  a  like  reafon  the  green  Soluti¬ 
on  of  Copper,  made  with  the  vulgar  corrofive  waters, 
aflbeiateth  it  felf  with  the  Iron,  in  a  green  colour, 
corrodeth  it,  and  forlaketh  the  Copper,  But  if  Cop¬ 
per  be  diflblved  with  my  Sd  Mtrabile^  that  folution 
doth  not  penetrate  Iron,  but  tranfmuteth  the  whole 
in  its  own  form  into  Copper,  yet  not  prefently,  but  in 

a  long  progrefs  of  time.  *  j-tr 

From  all  thefe  things  maybe  feenthe_  great  diffe¬ 
rence  between  the  vulgar  corrofive  folutions  of  Gold, 

'  Copper,  and  other  Metals,  and  mine,  void  of  all  cor  - 
rofion,  which  is  performed  by  my  Sd  ^■firabtlej  diffbl- 
ving  the  Bodies  of  the  Metals,  after  a  far  other  man¬ 
ner  than  thofe  corrofive  folutions  are  made.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  not  to  be  reckoned  among  vulgar  folutions, 
feeing  that  it  poffelTeth  far  other  Virtues-  The  vulgar 
folution  of  Gold,  made  by  AqM  Regia,  hurteth  all 
things,  as  a  corrofive  Poifon  ;  a  little  of  it  being  put 
to  any  Vegetable  feed,  depriveth  it  of  all  its  growing 
faculty,  and  throughly  killeth  it.  Some  drops  of  it 
being  drank  by  a  Man,  would  corrode  his  throat  and 
ftomach,  like  Poifon.  A  Liquor  of  this  fort,  by  its 
corrofive  and  gnawing  faculty,  converteth  the  Metal 
put  into  it  into  flimeormudd.  That  folution  which 
is  made  by  the  redified  Spirit  of  Salt,  may  fafely  be 


taken  by  any,  when  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Water  is 
mixed  with  it ;  but  it  is  not  fweet,  it  conftringeth  the 
Tongue,  and  Itaineth  the  Hands ;  this  doth  not  my 
green  Liquor,  for  it  neither  coloureth  the  Hands,nor 
aftringeth  the  Tongue,  nor  yet  corrodeth  the  feeds  of 
Vegetables,  but  rather  exciteth  them  to  ferti lity- 

Whenceit  appears,  that  my  fdd  Sal  Mi-rabile  is 
not  corrofive,  but  by  it  felf  is  a  good  Medicine  for  ail 
Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals, which  Experience 
it  felf  moft  evidently  argueth:  Therefore  it  can  work 
nothing  but  good,  becaufe  prepared  without  any  Cor¬ 
rofive,  and  reprefented  to  the  eye  by  a  wonderful  fig- 
nature,  to  wit,  the  fair  Green  colour. 

This  fignature  is  an  undoubted  token  of  its  extraor» 
dinary  Virtues,  in  rendering  all  living  things  vegete 
and  fruitful,  which  lie  abfeonded  in  its  inward  Pene- 
trals-  And  this  I  think  fufficient  to  be  faid  to  thofe 
foolilh  and  idle  Cavils  of  ignorant  Scoffers, with  which 
they  may  infult  over  me- 

Whatfoever  I  have  here  aferibed  to  my  Green 
Lyon,  my  red  Aii^am  Potabile  ,  extrafted  with  Spirit 
of  Wine,  alfo  performeth  the  fame,  and  that  as  well  in 
Vegetables  and  Animals,  as  in  Minerals  i  for  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine  can  hurt  none  of  them,  but  rather  iniinua- 
teth  the  virtues  of  Gold  into  V egetables  and  Animals, 
and  rendereth  them  more  efficacious.  But  concerning 
the  folution  of  Gold  by  my  Sd  Mirabile,  anditseinca- 
cy  and  operation,  this  may  fuffice  for  the  prefent. 

As  for  the  folution  of  the  other  Metals,  there  is  no 
need  to  make  many  words,  or  to  write  a  large  Vo¬ 
lume  about  it,  feeing  that  from  what  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  faid,  any  man  may  eafily  conjedlure,  that  folii- 
lions  of  this  fort,  made  by  the  help  of  Sd  Mirabile, 
are  far  better  than  thofe  made  by  Corrofives.  JThe 
Vitriol  oiVemis  made  by  its  help,  doth  not  hurt  V  ege* 
tables,  as  common  Vitriol,  which  killeth  the  fame  by 
its  corrofion  *,  but  the  Vitriol  made  by  :Sal  Mirabile 
wonderfully  promoteth  the' .growing  faculty  in  ^Ve¬ 
getables,  fo  that  Lunar, Venereal,  Martial,  Jovial, and 
Mercifrial  Herbs  may  be  produced,  which  will  have 
wonderful  effea;s,efpecially  if  the  Vegetative  faplties 
of  Lunar  Herbs  be  encreafed  and  promoted  by  the 
Salt  ofLuna ;  of  Venereal,  by  the  Salt  of  Venus,  .and 
fo  of  the  reft. 

Enough  hath  been  fpoken  to  the  W ife.  but  he  that 
hitherto  cannot  apprehend  what  1  have  faid,  is  an  Afs, 
and  iinworthy-of  fuch  Arcanums.  From  this  Foun¬ 
dation  a  diligent  Phyfician  may  eredl.q  far  other  me¬ 
thod  of  Curing,  and  may  prepare  for  himfelf  fuch 
Medicines,  by  which  he  may  obtain  Honour  and 
Wealth.  1  have  for  many  years  obferved,  that  Herbs 
are  wont  to  acquire  Martial  faculties  and  pi  operties, 
if  they  grow  out  of  a  reddilh  Martial  Ea^^th,  although 
they  were  not  before  of  a  Martial  nature,  but  of  a  So 
lar,  Lunar,  Venereal,  Jovial,  Saturnine,  or  Mercurial 
Property. 

But  hov>r  much  more  would  the  inn^ate  properties 
and  virtues  of  Herbs  be  ftrengthened  and  euxrea- 
fed,  if  they  were  notnouriffied  by  the  Dung  ot  Ani¬ 
mals,  but  fet  in  pure  fand  and  watered  viath  Sd 
rabik  impregnated  with  the  virtues  of  Metals,  ana 
thence  acquire  the  promotion  of  their  7 

ty.  Truly  other  Herbs  of  far  greater  Vii  cues,  and 
other  odours  and  tafts,  would  be  brought  ' 

the  common,  which  are  wont  to  be  produced  by  the 
DuncofAnimaIs,.and  the  fimplc  Salt  of  the  Earth. 
Bv  this  means  foft?ong  an  attradlive  Power  may  be 
c  JndtoS  the  Seeds  of  dl  Herb^  hg- 

T^erick  newer  they  may  attraft  to  thcmielvcs  tne 
Altral  powers  and  influences,  and  fo  «“«eafe^char 
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Virtues,  that  without  any  Preparation  they  might  be 
able  to  cure  all  Difeafes  to  admiration-  Nfi.  That 
it  is  neceflary,  that  he  that  would  exadtly  underftand 
the  nature  of  Herbs,  Ihould  know  how  to  promote  the 
vegetative  faculties  of  Solar  Herbs,  with  Solar  Salt  i 
ofLunar  with  Lunar,  and  fo  of  the  reft,  and  not  that 
he  Ihould  intermix  the  one  with  the  other,  without  any 
conlideration  *,  which  without  doubt  would  be  a  hin- 
drancexo  the  defired  fuccefs. 

Confider  thefe  things  with  an  accurate  Meditation, 
as  great  Secrets  and  Arcanims^  which  will  not  be  re¬ 
vealed  to  the  perverfe  World.  A  word  to  the  Wife 
is  enough  •,  therefore  I  will  add  no.more ;  but  1  make 
no  doubt,  but  that  this  Revelation  of  my.  Mirabile^ 
in  procefsof  time,  will  be  accepted  by  diligent  Phy* 
ficians,  and  bring  fo  much  beneht,  that  they  will  by 
the  fame  effeft  much  good  in  comforting  and  curing 
the  Sick.  All  things  have  their  time,  fo  alfo  this  Ar¬ 
canum,  which  in  its  time  will  be  in  vigour ;  but  I 
would  not  have  any  man  perfwade  himfelf,that  he  may 
iilhoutof  me  the  Preparation  of  my  Sal  Mirabile,  I 
will  not  cafi  Pearls  before  ingrateful  Svfine,  but  will  re¬ 
ferve  them  for  Friends.  But  left  an  occalion  fliould 
be  given  to  ignorant  Deriders,  and  thofe  that  hate  me, 
of  calumniating  and  flandering  me, as  if  I  my  felf  were 
ignorant  of  preparing  of  a  Salt  of  this  fort,  I  have 
determined  to  deliver  fome  fmall  portions  to  divers 
prudent  men,  not  of  this  Salt  only,  but  alfo  of  thofe 
Salts  which  are  endued  with  the  Virtues  of  Gold,,Sil= 
ver,  and  other  Metals,  that  at  any  time  they  may  be 
able  to  exhibit  a  clear  Teftimony  of  the  Truth :  And 
‘  I  will  produce  thofe  Herbs  themfelves,  that  I  may  have 
them  in  readinefs  to  fliew  to  others- 

Therefore  let  no  man  trouble  me  with  his  Letters, 
to  ask  of  me  this  fait,  or  other  Medicines,  for  I  will 
communicate  them  to  none,  but  fuch  as  I  know,  and 
with  whom  I  am  familiar. 

Great  Thanks  are  to  be  given  to  Almighty  GOD, 
who  hath  made  this  prefent  unworthy  W  or  Id  partaker 
o^fvich  Magnaha.  I  have  fought,  and  have^pehed 
the  way  to  others  let  another  alfo  feek,  and  enter  by 
the  way  I  have  (liewed,  that  infilling  in  my  footfteps, 
he  may  by  the  eafier  labour,  obtain  a  greater  light  of 
Nature. 

But  that  I  may  omit  nothing  which  pertainethto  the 
good  Inftitution  and  Dodrine,  and  concerneth  the 
glory  and  honour  of  Salt,  Fwill  yet  over  and  above  add 
one  infallible  Teftimony,  by  which  any  rude  and  ig¬ 
norant  man  may  evidently  fee,  that  all  fertility  con- 
flfteth  in  Salt  only,  and  that  it  is  the  moft  precious 
Treafure  of  the  whole  Worlds  for  the  health  of  the 
Body,  and  that  in  it  lie  hid  moft  ample  Riches. 

Fertilities  indeed  already  demonftrated  in  many 
foregoing  Teftimonics ;  but  becaufe  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Prophet  EUfha  agreeth  more  than  a  little  with 
thefe  my  fayings,  and  may  be  a  clear  Teftimony  to 
them,  I  have  thought  fit  here  to  adjoin  it.  We  read  in 
2  Kings,  2-  19  •  that  the  men  of  the  City  faid  to  Eli. 
jha.  Behold,  it  is  good  to  dwell  in  this  Ciiy^  as  my  Lord 
feeth  but  the  water  is  naught,  and  the  ground  about  it  is 
■  barren:  Bringhither  to  me  a  newKejfel  full 

of  Salt,  Which  being  brought,  he  went  to  the  Spring 
into  which  he  call  the  Salt,  faying.  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
I  have  healed  this  Water,  from  henceforth  there  fhall  no 
dearth  and  barrennefs  arife  thence.  So  the  Water  was 
healed  even  to  this  day,  according  to  the  word  of  E- 
which  was  fpoken.  * 

That  this  great  Myftery  may  the  better  be  under- 
ftood,it  wiU  be  necelfary  firft  a  little  to  confider  the 
Hiftory  it  felf,  froiji  which  it  may  be  known  by  what 


means  the  Salt  of  Ehfja  became  fo  ftrong,  that  it  ex¬ 
pelled  Death,  and  rendered  the  Water  good ,  and  the 
barren  Earth  fruitful. 

"Wh^n  Elias  was  to  be  carried  up  into  Heaven,  he 
faid  to  Elipa,  Ask  of  me  what  1  fliall  do  for  thee,  be¬ 
fore  1  am  taken  from  thee.  EUjha  asked  of  Elias,  thzi 
he  would  grant  to  him  a  double  porjtion  of  his  Spirit ; 
Elias  anfwered.  It  is  a  hard  thing  which  thou  haft  asked  -, 
if  thou  ftalt  fee  me  when  I  am  taken  from  thee,  it  pall  be 
as  thou  deftreft,  but  if  not,  thou  jhalt  obtain  nothing.  And 
when  they  went  on  together  talking,  behold,  there 
cometh  a  fiery  Chariot  with  Horfes  of  Fire,  and  par¬ 
ted  themafunder^  fo  £//<3^  was  carried  to  Heaven  in 
a  fiery  Chariot  •,  and  EHpa  feeing  this,  cried  out.  My 
Father,  my  Father,  &c,  Liften  therefore.  Wherefore 
did  Elias  fay  to  Elipa,  If  thou  palt  fee  me  when  /  pall 
be  taken  from  thee,thou palt  have  thydeftre,otherwife  not  ? 
And  why  with  this  condition  ?  Could  not  Elias  at  his 
own  will  have  rendered  EHpa  the  poflefibr  of  his 
wifh  ?  Perhaps  very  eafily,  but  Elias  would  not  with* 
out  fome  medium,  becaufe  £////»<«  was  to  be  doubly  fea- 
foned  with  the  Celeftial  Fire,  by  which  he  was  fepa- 
rated  from  Elias,  for  Fire  bringeth  forth  Salt  the 
Celeftial  Fire  bringeth  forth  a  Celeftial  Salt,  and  the 
Elementary  Fire  an  Elementary. 

Inthis  FJiftory  is  fet  before  our  Eyes  the  eternal 
Divine  Light,  and  alfo  the  natural,  although  few  dif- 
cern  either  of  them,  inafmuchas  their  hearts  are  har¬ 
dened  and  obfeured  by  a  horrid  blindnefs.  And  both 
“the  Old  and  New  Teftament  are  full  of  fuch  Myfte- 
ries  ;  fothat  I  dare  boldly  affirm.  That  all  the  Trea* 
fures  both  of  Soul  and  Body  may  bejound  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  if  we  will  ^  and  that  we  have  no  need  to 
read  the  Writings  of  the  Hea'then  Philofophers-  ladi 
this  one  thing,  That  it  is  of  God  alone  to  open  the 
Eyes  of  thofe  who  defire  to  underftand  Divine  and 
Natural  Myfteries*,  for  without  divine  illumination, 
all  things  are  dead  and  buried  in  darknefs.  This 
Truth  putteth  to  flight  the  diabolical  Cavils  and  Slan¬ 
ders  of  all  fcoffing  Mountebanks  and  Jack-pudding?, 
But  which  of  them  will  oppofe  this,  and  feek  fertility 
from  any  other  thing  than  Salt  ?  Truly,  I  believe  no 
man,  except  that  moft  profligate  Farnner,  with  his 
wretched  Follovyers,  who  determine.  That  Salt  doth, 
not  fatten,  but  Dung  ^  when  neverthelefs  this  is  to 
be  aferibed  to  the  former,  and  not  to  the  later.  But 
thofe  Afs-like  Brethren  of  Ignorance,  being  convinced 
of  their  filthy  Lyes  by  the  moft  evident  Truth,  will  I 
hope  have  their  impure  and  fhamelefs  mouths  more 
than  fufficiently  ftopped.  I  therefore  acquiefee  in 
this  demonftration,  in  which  I  think  I  have  evidently 
proved,  That  the  Sun  and  Salt  are  the  moft  noble 
Creatures  of  God,  and  that  Salt  is  by  me  rightly  and 
defervedly  called  the  greateft  Treafure,  and  thegrea- 
teft  Riches  of  the  Worlds  becaufe  after  an  earthly- 
manner  of  fpeaking,  nothing  can  be  more  defirable  for 
fruitfulnefs.  Salt  is  the  Original  of  all  fertility,  the 
Sun  is  the  original  of  Salt, and  God  the  Creator  of  all 
things,  of  the  Sun,  to  whofe  Name  be  Honour  and 
Glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

But  although  this  demonftration,  which  doth  evi¬ 
dently  fhew,  that  fait  is  the  greateft  Treafure  in  the 
world,  be  moft  clear,  and  beyond  all  doubt  j  never¬ 
thelefs,  I  doubt  not,  but  it  will  not  fatisfie  the  Cove¬ 
tous,  who  will  fay.  Where  is  the  Stone  of  Philofophers 
which  we  expedted  from  thee, as  the  greateft  Treafure 
of  the  whole  world,  that  it  being  known  and  acqui¬ 
red,  we  might  lead  a  brave  life  ?  Butftay,  my  friend, 
until  fome  man  fhall  come  and  render  fordid  men  par¬ 
takers  of  fo  great  a  Gift :  For  thinkeft  thou  that  if  I 
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its  pdTefTor,  that  I  would  defcribe  fo  great  a  Mvftery? 
in  fuch  clear  words  as  1  have  defcribed  the  fertility  of 
the  Earth  :  Not  at  all-,  nor  have  I  the  power  of  do¬ 
ing  that,  feeing  that  a  man  cannot  give  to  any  thofe 
things  which  are  not  his  own,  but  God’s.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  that  the  pious  fearcher  after  Truth  may  have 
forae  manududion  to  a  Work  of  fo  great  moment,  1 
cannot  but  hold  forth  to  him  that  fmall  Light  gran¬ 
ted  me  by  Divine  Grace,  provided  he  hath  not  Owls 
eyes,  Ihunning  the  light  of  Nature,  becaufe  they  can¬ 
not  bear  its  fplendour  which  if  he  hath  not,  it  cannot 
be,  but  he  will  give  credit  to  a  manifeft  Truth-  And 
concerning  lb  great  a  work,  this  is  my  opinion,  That 
it  is  altogether  polTible,  that  the  moll  noble  univerfal 
Pearl,  to  wit,  the  Medicine  and  Stone  of  Philofophers, 
reftoring  the  difeafie  Bodies  of  Men  and  Metals  to 
their  pnftine  health  and  ftate,  may  be  prepared  of 
common  fait:  But  of  the  Preparation,  which  is  un¬ 
known  to  me,  I  can  affirm  nothing  certain ;  but  that  it 
may  be  done,  manifold  and  infallible  Experience  hath 
caufed  me  to  believe  ;  which  Experience  I  keep  to  my 
felf,  and  will  not  part  with  it  to  any,  although  I  could 
very  freely,  if  I  might  or  durft  make  pious  men  par¬ 
takers  of  it :  But  becaufe  Faith  is  effeded  in  us  by  God 
alone,  it  is  to  be  fought  from  Him  by  Prayer,  and  not 
to  be  expeded  from  Men- 

Therefore  that  faccording  to  my  promife)  I  may 
demonftrate.  That  the  Stone  of  Philofophers,  lying 


hid  in  fait,  may  be  got  out  of  it  by  the  benefit  of  Art,  I 
dcfire  only  this  thing  of  the  ftudious  of  divine  My- 
fteries,that  he  would  fearch  after  thofe  things,  in  my 
Writings  lately  printed,  which  I  have  fpoken  concer¬ 
ning  the  little  Filh  Echir,eis^  viz,,  by  v/hat  means  he 
may  be  taken  with  a  Net  out  of  the  fait  Sea,  for  there 
he  will  find  a  fufficient  matiududion,  of  which  it  is  not 
necefi’ary  that  1  Ihould  here  fay  any  more-  Thofe  are 
the  things  -which  I  was  willing  to  add  in  honour  of 
that  noble  creature  fait :  He  that  will  not  believe  the 
moil  noble  Pearl,  of  a  univerfal  and  particular  Medi- 
cinq,  to  be  included  in  the  inward  Penetrals  of  Salt,  I 
cannot  help  him  ;•  it  is  free  for  every  man  to  feek  and 
walk  in  anoflicriway. 

Would  it  not  be  too  tedious,  I  could  alfo  plainly 
prove,  thacfrom  marine  Bodies,  (as  Coral,  Mother  of 
Pearl,  Oyfter-lhells,  and  the  like  things,  being  dillbl- 
ved  into  water,  and  precipitated  j  may  be  extraded 
corporal  Gold,  which  I  have  done  with  my  own  hands, 
and  therefore  can  boldly  witnefsit. 

But  I  will  fhut  up  the  Tables,  what  I  have  hitherto 
fpoken  being  fufficient  for  this  time  -,  from  which  I 
hope  and  believe  that  others  will  receive  benefit : 
Which  1  heartily  wifh,  together  with  the  divine  bene- 
didion  to  all  pious  men.  uimn. 
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of  the  Signature  of 
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A  Fundamental  Infticution  evidently  fliewing  by  what  means  not  only  the  Virtues, 
Signification,  Nature,  and  Properties  o? Salts,  Metals,  and  Planets,  may  be  eafily  ^own,  but 
alfo  the  reafons  of  their  Names  and  Appellations,  and  this  not  from  Books  or  Writes,  but  from 
their  naked  Signature,  to  be  obtained  and  known  by  the  help  of  the  Circle  and  Quadrant. 


mzitten  f02  tWt  mo  tieUslit  m  tfie  profitable  arm  fiigblb  iQcceJTarp  €on- 

templation  of  Dibme^ttaclesf* 


To  the  well  minded  READER. 


'T  is  a  common  faying.  Beware  of  thofe  whom  Nature 
hath  marked  the  which  is  indeed  true,  if  it  be 
underftood  conferning  men  who  are  infignized 
with  foine  preternatural  marks,  or  of  the  abor¬ 
tions  of  Nature,  but  concerning  other  things  it  is  falfe. 
For  the  Almighty  God  hath  figned  all  His  Creatures, 


as  well  fmall  as  great,  equally  with  their  own  certain 
fignatures,  and  hath  as  it  were  fubjefted  their  depict¬ 
ed  Lineaments  to  the  Eyes  of  men,  by  which  they 
might  know  what  the  nature  and  property  of  ^  evei  y 
thing  is,  and  what  Commodity  and  Profit  it  may 
bring  to  mankind.  Hence  not  only  all  Vegetables,  as 
°  Z  z  z  Herbs, 
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Herbs,  Shrubs, and  Trees,  but  alfo  Animals,  as  Beafts 
of  every  kind,  yea,  and  Man  himfelf, which  abide  upon 
the  Earth,  the  Fiihes  inhabiting  the  Waters,  and  the 
Birds  of  the  Air  ;  but  alfo  all  things  moveable  and 
immoveable,  he  hath  ligned  with  their  peculiar  forms 
and  figures,  to  fignifie  to  us  by  thofe  their  figns,  of 
what  ufe  every  Herb,  every  Animal,  every  Bird,  and 
every  FiOi  is,  and  for  what  purpofe.it  ferveth.  And 
this  is  the  Divine  Infcription  which  the  Divine  Finger 
hath  written  upon  all  things,  and  by  which  the  nature 
of  all  things  fhoukl  haVe  been  learned  by  us- 

But  after  that  Men  began  more  and  more  to  de¬ 
cline  from  the  humane,  to  a  brutifh  nature, and  ceafed 
to  have  the  Reafon  of  fo  noble  a  Signature,  prefer¬ 
ring  their  brutal  Conceptions  to  the  Divine  Works, 
and  poflponing  the  Signatures  incited  in  all  things  by 
Nature-,  it  came  to  pafs,  that  in  a  long  procefs  of 
time  that  true  Signature,  or  Divine  Infcription,  being 
obfcured,  perifhed  by  degrees,  and  wholly  vanilhed  } 
fo  that  but  a  very  few  are  found  in  this  Age,  who  are 
endowed  with  any  knowledge  of  fo  great  a  Science  ; 
for  the  greatell  part  of  men  are  wont  to  follow  the 
dud  of  Books  and  Writings,  and  ftudy  to  learn  the 
Virtues  and  Proprieties  of  rtiings  out  of  them.  Nei¬ 
ther  could  this  ftudy  be  difapproved  of,  if  the  true, 
i  icorrupted,  and  entire  Writings  of  the  ancient  and 
iingularly^experienced  noble  Authors  remained  with 
us.  But  becaufe  in  a  long  Series  of  time  their  fre¬ 
quent  defcriptions,  emendations,  and  interpretations 
have  fo  corrupted  them,  that  fcarceany  thing  of  truth 
is  to  be  found  in  them  •,  it  were  far  better  that  fuch 
mangled  and  corrupted  Writings  were  not  fo  much 
followed,  but  that  rather  that  old  foundation  laid  by 
God  himfelf,  upon  which  all  thofe  Writings,  all  Cha- 
radersfand  all  Signatures  do  reft,  and  from  whence 
they  have  received  their  beginning,  fhould  be  again 
brought  out  of  Darknefs  into  Light,  and  the  nature 
and  properties  of  things  learned  from  thence.  This 
would  be  the  ^ue  way  of  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
Nature,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  without  fo  many  er- 
rours,  to  which,  by  thofe  falfe  Writings,  a  man  can¬ 
not  come  in  many  years. 

Some  perhaps  may  ask,  where  that  ancient  Founda- 
•  tion  laid  by  God  ought  to  be  fought,  or  where  it  may 
be  found  ?  I  anfwer,  Every  where,  inafmuch  as  it  is 
before  the  e^es  of  every  man,  but  efpecially  fhewing 
itfelf  in  the  Heavens,  where  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  all 
the  Stars  are  conftituted  by  God  in  a  round  Figure, 
fignifyingto  us  that  all  Forms  and  Figures  take  their 
beginning  from  a  round  Circle,  and  thgt  a  Circle  or 
Rotundity  it  felf,  as  a  moft  perfed  thing,  pertaineth 
to  the  Heavens,  and  to  GOD  Himfelf.  The  Ancients 
certainly  puffin  that  manner,  that  by  a  round  Cir¬ 
cle  they  migffT'denote  thofe  things  which  they  could 
neither  comprehend  by  number,  pronounce  by  words, 
nor  conceive  by  their  ingeny  ^  and  on  the  contrary, 
thofe  things  which  did  not  exceed  their  capacity,  in¬ 
geny,  nor  number,  they  ligned  with  a  fquare  Figure : 
So  that  things  celeftial,  and  exceeding  humane  capa¬ 
city,  they  have  denoted  by  a  Circle,  but  things  vifible, 
earthly,  and  fubjed  to  humane  capacity,  by  a  Square, 
proceeding  from  a  Circle. 

And  although  the  fame  ancient  Philofophers,  attri¬ 
buting  a  Circle  to  God  only,  were  of  the  opinion,  that 
God  could  not  be  more  aptly  expreft  byany  thingthan 
a  Circle,  having  ( like  Himfelf )  neither  beginning  nor 
end:  Neverthelefs  all  thofe  things  which  after  God 
they  elteemcd  great,  they  alfo  noted  with  a  Circle, 
to  wit,  the  Sun  in  the  Firmament,  and  Gold  in  tne 
Earth}  the  firft  of  which,  fome  of  thofe  Philofophers 
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thought  to  be  God  himfelf-  Others  of  thofe  Heathen 
Philofophers  have  feigned  for  God  the  Effigies  of  a 
Serpent,  winding  himfelf  into  a  round  Circle  and  all 
earthy  things  of  a  celeftial  original,  they  have  repre- 
fented  by  a  Square,  and  fo  they  have  lhadowed  out  the 
Celeftial  and  the  Terreftrial,  by  the  Circle  and  Qua¬ 
drant. 

Therefore  as  they  obferved  how  much  of  the  Ce¬ 
leftial  or  Terreftrial  Nature  were  in  the  things  to  be 
figned,  fo  much  of  the  Circle  or  Square  they  added  or 
fubftrafted,  and  according  to  that  they  varied  their 
Figures :  And  not  only  in  the  Celeftial  Lights,  to  wit, 
the  Sun,  Moon,  and  other  Planets,  but  alfo  in  all  earth¬ 
ly  Creatures,  produced  in  the  Earth  by  the  operations 
of  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  the  reft  of  the  Planets  and 
Stars,  viz..  Gold,  Silver jCopper, Tin,  Iron,  Lead,  and 
Argentwive  •,  they  have  ufed  this  manner  in  figning 
them  all  with  Charafters  of  this  fort,  and  have  noted 
them  with  the  fame  Charaders  which  they  have  given 
to  the  Celeftial  Lights,  producing  and  effecting  the 
Caufes  of  thofe  inferiour  Creatures.  So  the  Sun 
and  Gold,  as  the  moft  perfedt  Creatures  of  God,  art 
figned  with  a  Circle  having  a  point  or  center  in  the 
middle }  the  Moon  and  Silver  appear  in  the  figure  of 
an  half  Circle, or  of  two  femicircles,ata  fmall  diftance 
from  one  another ;  which  ffiew  their  Bodies  not  to  be 
abfolutely  perfedt,  but  as  yet  to  labour  under  fome  de- 
fedt.  The  Charadlers  of  the  other  Planets,  as  y, 
d ,  2 ,  and  5 ,  are  alfo  the  Charadlers  of  the  reft  of  the 
Metals, Lead,  Tin,  Iron,  Copper,  and  Argent= 
vive,  becaufe  they  are  much  more  vile  and  imperfedt 
than  Gold  and  Silver, and  are  noted  with  more  imper¬ 
fedt  Charadlers  •,  fuch  are  an  half  Circle  and  half 
Square,  fignifying  that  they  fcarce  anfwer  to  the  per* 
fedlion  of  Silver  in  the  half  part,  and  hardly  to  the 
fourth  part  of  that  of  Gold. 

But  that  I  may  propofe  the  thing  more  clearly,  I 
think  it  neceftary  to  inclofe  the  Charadlers  of  the 
Celeftial  Lights,  as  5,  2,  d*,  ¥,  and  ft ,  and 
of  the  Terreftrials,  as  Gold,  Silver,  Argent- vive, Cop* 
per,  Iron,  Tin,  and  Lead,  which  the  ancient  Aftrono- 
mers  and  Philofophers  have  irapofed  upon  them,  in 
Squares, confifting  of  the  fame  magnitude, that  by  thofe 
it  may  appear  in  what  degree  they  differ  from  each 
other  in  perfedtion* 
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Here  thofe  Charadleriftick  Figures  of  the  Signa¬ 
tures  are  enclofed  as  it  were  in  little  Houfes,  which 
are  the  Squares :  Now,  if  into  one  of  thofe  I  put  the 
Charadter  of  the  Sun  or  Gold,  viz.  a  round  Circle  no¬ 
ted  with  the  letter  B,  it  touchetii  four  parts  of  the 
Square,  marked  i,  2,3, 4>  3iid  filleth  it  up,  fignifying 

thajT 
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that  among  Celeftial  and  Terreftrial  Creatures,  thel 
Sun  and  Gold  do  excell  all  other  things,  in  their  per- 
fedion. 

The  Character  of  the  Moon  or  Silver,  under  the  let= 
ter  C,  toucheth  three  fides  of  the  Square,  to  wit,  the 
fuperiour  with  the  top  of  her  Horn,  marked  i,  the 
lower  fide  marked  3,  and  the  bending  of  her  back 
toucheth  the  third  fide,  marked  2  ;  but  by  reafon  of 
the  incurvating  concavity  of  her  Superficies,  Ihe  can¬ 
not  touch  the  fourth  fide,  marked  4. 

The  Charader  of  Mercury the  letter  D,  with 
both  his  horns  toucheth  the  upper  fide  of  the  Square, 
marked  with  number  i ,  and  with  the  bottom  of  the 
Crofs  the  lower  fide  number  3  :  the  other  two  fides,  2 
and  4,  heleaveth  untouched,  fo  that  the  half  part  of 
the  Square  remaineth  untouched  by  Mercury.  Luna 
toucheth  three  fides  or  the  fame,  and  Sol  or  Gold  is 
contiguous  to  all  the  four  fides. 

or  Copper,  under  the  letter  E,  alfoadhereth 
only  to  two  fides  of  the  Square,  to  wit,  to  the  fuperi¬ 
our  number  i,and  to  the  inferiour,  marked  with  the 
number  3,  but  the  fides,  2  and  4,  remain  untouched- 

In  like  manner  alfo  Mars^  or  Iron,  toucheth  only 
the  upper  and  lower  fides,  as  you  fee  under  the  letter 
F.  So  alfo  Saturn.^  or  Lead,  under  G ;  And  Jupiter  or 
Tin  under  H,  you  fee  touch  but  two  fides  of  their 
Squares.  Therefore  from  this  figure  may  be  feen 
in  what  degree  of  perfeftion  the  Metals  exceed  one 
another,  fo  that  he  who  hath  refpedl  to  this  figure, 
cannot  erre  in  difeerning  the  faid  degrees. 

The  Ancients  have  not  impofed  thefe  Characters, 
neither  by  chance  nor  in  vain,  but  they  have  directed 
the  whole  reafon  of  charaClerifing  to  this  end,  that  the 
Character  might  exactly  agree  with  the  Nature  and 
Property  of  the  thing  figned  i  as  the  great  agreement 
between  the  Celeftial  Luminaries  or  Planets,  and  the 
Metals,  doth  clearly  manifeft.  Neverthelefs  thefe 
things  are  not  to  be  difeerned  by  all  men,  but  by  thofe 
only  who  are  able  throughly  to  infpeCt  the  nature  of 
Metals,  and  from  that  knowledge  of  the  Metals,  to 
know  the  faid  degrees  of  perfection  h  for  fo  much  of 
rotundity  as  exhibits  it  felf  in  the  Character  to  the 
fight,  fo  much  alfo  of  purity  and  perfection  is  in  the 
figned  body  •,  and  fo  much  as  it  Ihews  of  the  fquare,  fo 
much  alfo  it  hath  of  imperfection  :  And  this  is  a  Chy- 
mical  Axiom  or  Precept  altogether  infallible,  and  fo 
certain,  that  he  who  in  the  emendation  of  Metals  lhall 
follow  it,  will  not  eafily  erre. 

Gold,  the  moft  perfeCt  of  the  Metals,  by  touching 
the  four  fidcs  of  the  fquare,  argueth  its  great  perfe- 
^ion:  Silver  is  not  far  from  the  perfection  of  Gold. 
And  among  the  reft  of  the  Metals,  Argent-vive,  Iron, 
and  Copper  have  the  half,  but  Lead  and'^in  only  the 
fourth  degree  of  perfection. 

Thefe  few  things  we  think  fufficient  for  thofe  who 
aredefirousof  fo  great  knowledge.  He  that  defires 
to  know  more  of  thefe  Harmonical  Signatures,  of  the 
Celeftial  Lights,  and  Terreftrial  Bodies,  let  him  accu¬ 
rately  exarain  this  Foundation,  and  he  will  find  thofe 
things  which  neither long  ago,nor  ourSchools 
at  this  day,  have  had  any  knowledge  of.  This  I  dare 
aflert  for  truth.  That  the  Ancients,  in  the  Egyptian 
Schools,  have  hidden  great  Myfteries  under  the  Cha¬ 
racters  of  their  Signatures, and  not  only  in  thofe  figns 
impofed  upon  the  Sun,  Moon,  Stars, and  Metallick  Bo^ 
dies,  but  that  they  have  raanifefted  great  Secrets  by 
the  very  Names  which  they  have  given  to  all  things, 
which  was  not  by  chance  that  they  have  given  to  this 
thing  fuch  a  Name,  and  to  that  another  ;  But  when 
after  times  changed  many  Names,  thence  it  happened, 


271 

that  thofe  Signatures  fell  into  great-  uncertainty,  and 
are  now  perplexed  with  many  doubts.  The  Names 
which  from  and  their  Pofterity,  were 

in  ule  with  the  Egyptians,  Chaldeans^  and  the 

Greeks  alfo  had  in  ufe,  and  from  the  fame  Foundation 
called  things  by  due  and  true  appellations.  The  La- 
tins  have  taken  no  care  about  thofe  derived  to  them, 
although  the  only  and  true  Foundation  of  every  In- 
1  veftigation  of  thofe  Secrets  is  placed  in  thofe.  In- 
1  deed  I  being  ignorant  of  the  Egyptian.^  Chaldean,  and 
Tongues,  know  not  how  to  interpret  thofe 
Names  with  their  fignature.  But  one  that  is  skilful 
in  thofe  Languages,  and  endowed  with  fome  know¬ 
ledge  of  natural  light,  by  applying  himfelf  to  fuch 
fearches,  by  a  prudent  inquifition,  will  find  the  Truth 
of  thofe  things  which  I  have  here  written,  to  wit, 
That  the  Nature  and  Property  of  all  things  are  po- 
fited  in  their  Names  and  Characters :  I  will  expedite 
the  matter  by  a  clearer  Explication, and  in  a  few  words 
expound  the  Circle  and  Quadrate-  In  my  Treatife  of 
the  Nature  of  Salts.,  I  have  clearly  taught  and  demon- 
ftrated,  that  all  things  in  the  World  have  their  ori¬ 
ginal  from  the  Sun  and  Salt-  The  Ancients  have  de* 
figned  the  Sun  by  a  Circle,  and  Salt  by  a  Square :  But 
as  a  Circle  is  firft  drawn  before  that  a  Square  can  be 
put  to  it  j  and  as  a  Circle  by  right  is  preferred  before 
a  Square,  inafmuch  as  that  is  the  Original  of  this^ 
fo  alfo  the  fun  is  to  be  preferred  to  fait,  to  which  it 
hath  given  Rife,  and  which  it  hath  preceded  in  itsexi- 
ftency,  and  which  being  compared  with  the  fun  its 
Original,  is  lefs  to  be  efteemed  :  Hence,  without  the 
fun,  fait  generateth  and  produceth  nothing  ;  nor  yet 
the  fun  without  fait,  becaufe  in  every  generation  and 
production  there  is  neceflarily  required  the  conjunCli-» 
on  of  Male  and  Female,  the  fun  performing  the  office 
of  the  male,  and  the  Moon  of  the  female- 

So  Eve  the  Female,  as  a  Square,  arofe  from  Jdaml 
as  from  a  Circle,  and  from  both,  to  wit,  from  the  cir¬ 
cle  and  the  fquare  conjoined,  the  fertility  and  propa¬ 
gation  of  mankind  hath  drawn  its  original.  The  Poets 
have  attributed  this  propagation  to  Venus,  and  noted 
it  with  a  fign  compofed  of  a  Circle  and  a  l^uare,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  the  Goddefs^ew^/ was  born  of  the  froth  or 
foam  of  the  Sea  and  Salt,  and  dried  up  by  the  Rays  of 
the  fun. 

The  Character  of  V ^nus  being  weighed  with  an  ac¬ 
curate  confideration  of  mind,  very  perfpicuoufly  (hew- 
eth  how  wifely  and  prudently  the  Ancients  have  fha- 
dowed  out  the  Myfteries  of  Nature  by  their  Cha¬ 
racters- 

Venus  is  figned  with  a  round  Circle,  with  a  Crofs 
pendant  from  the  Circle  ;  the  Circle  denoteth  the 
Sun-,  the  Crofs,  Salt :  For  when  four  Tines  are  con¬ 
joined  in  their  extremities,  they  make  a  Crofs,  all  the 
ends  meeting  in  one  point.  But  if  all  thofe  Lines  be 
difpofed  fourfquare,  they  form  a  Quadrate.  There¬ 
fore  in  things  figned,  the  Crofs  and  the  Square  differ 
only  in  their  external  Figure,  and  fignifie  one  and  the 
fame  thing- 

That  thisMyftery  may  be  the  better  apprehended, 
I  will  interpret  the  true  fignature  or  thofe  principal 
Creatures  of  God,  (to  wit,  the  Sun  and  Salt,  from 
which  all  things  proceed)  attributed  po  them  by  the 
Ancients^  according  to  their  Latin  lignincatiofls  Sol 
and  Sal,  that  their  degrees  and  difference  in  noDility 
and  goodnefs  may  evidently  appear  :  For  the  more 
Circles  there  are  confpicuous  in  thofe  words,che  more 
of  purity  and  goodnefs  they  argue  to  be  in  the  things 
which  they  denote  ;  and  the  more  Iqu2;es  there  are 
in  a  Word,  the  more  of  earthinefs,  imperfection,  and 
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impurhy  is  lliewn  lo  be  in  the  thing  thereby  fignified. 
But  this  Rule  holds  only  in  thofe  words  which  were 
impofed  upon  things  by  the  Ancients,  in  others  not. 

Seeing  therefore  that  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that 
thole  two  words,  Sol  and  S<?/,  were  by  the  Ancients 
impofed  upon  the  things  they  lignifie,  according  to  a 
true  lignature  j  we  will  therefore  further  explain 
them. 

And  here  it  is  firll  to  be  noted,  that  all  the  forms 
and  hgurcs  of  V'^egetables, of  Trees,  Herbs,  and 
other  things  growing  out  of  the  Earth,  and  alfo  of 
Animals,  whether  Men  or  Bealls,  alfo  of  Minerals,  do 
take  their  original  only  from  the  circle  -and  fquare, 
fo  chat  by  thofe  it  may  be  known  what  bodies  or  mem= 
bers  are  round  or  long ;  for  the  Body  of  a  Man,  as  al¬ 
fo  the  Trunk  of  a  Tree,  have  not  only  around,  but 
alfo  an  oblong  figure,  and  the  joints  of  every  finger, 
and  the  leaves  and  branches  of  Herbs  and  Trees  fliew 
forth  the  fame  figure,  fo  that  in  thofe  the  Circle  and 
the  Qiiadrate  are  every  where  found- 

And  not  only  all  the  Creatures  of  God  are  noted 
with  the  fame  fignature,  but  alfo  all  Writings  and 
Letters,  proceeding  from  Adam^  Noah^  and  their 
Fofterity,  have  taken  their  beginning  from  the  Circle 
and  Square.  As  for  example  :  All  the  Latin  Letters, 
even  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  you  lliallfind  to 
be  compofed  of  a  circle  and  a  fquare.  A  containeth 
two  lines  and  a  half  of  a  fquare  ■,  B  conlilleth  of  two 
femicircles ,  and  one  line  of  a  fquare  ;  C  isa  femicir- 
cle-,  is  formed  of  a  femicircle,  and  one  line  of  a 
fquare  *,  E  hath  three  lines  and  a  half  of  a  fquare  i 
F  tw'o  and  a  half  of  the  fame  j  G  conlilleth  of  a  femi- 
circle,  and  half  a  line  of  a  fquare  •,  and  fo  on  to  the 
lall  Letter  of  the  Alphabet ;  So  that  all  the  Letters  be' 
ing  compofed  of  a  circle  and  a  fquare,  were  left  by  the 
Ancients  to  lliadow  out  and  lignifie  thofe  Mylleriesto 
Pofterity. 

Therefore  feeing  that  in  my  Treatife  of  the  nature 
bf  Salts  I  have  evidently  demonllrated  the  Sun  and 
Salt  to  be  the  beginning  of  all  things,  I  think  it  necella- 
ry  to  interpret  thofe  two  words,  Sol  and  Sal-,  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  nature,  and  to  prove  that  they  are  the 
true  beginning,  and  true  end  of  all  things. 

Between  the  words  Sal  and  Sol  there  is  no  other 
difference,  but  the  middle  letter,  which  in  Sal  is  Alpha^ 
but  in  Sol  Omega  ;  by  which  tvyo  Chrilt  manifelled 
himfelf  to  Sr.  %hn :  But  the  initial  and  final  letters  of 
both  words  are  the  fanfe,  they  are  dillinguilhed  only 
by  the  middle  letters.  Alpha  and  Omtga^  and  that  not 
Without  great  reafon  ^  for  as  Sol  geiierateth  Sd  from 
the  beginning,  and  all  things  which  are  take  their  ori*- 
ginal  from  hrhi,  fo  alfo  the  end  of  all  things  lhall  hap¬ 
pen  at  the  lallJday,  when  all  things  born  and  arifen 
from  the  Sun  and  Salt,  lhall  again  be  eonfuraed  by  fire, 
as  Peter  writeth,  to  wit,  that  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  all 
the  Stars,  lhall  fall  from  Heaven,  and  that  the  whole 
Earth  lhall  be  reduced  to  Alhes. ,  Therefore  in  Sol  and 
S^/,  the  beginning  and  end  of  ah  things  are  perfedly 
difeerned.  Neither  dothefe  two  words  only  fet  be¬ 
fore  our  eyes  the  beginning  and  end  of  all  things, 
with  the  deflrudlion  of  this  earthy  and  fading  World, 
but  they  alfo  make  manifeft  the  whole  My  fiery  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  which  I  could  very  ealily  demonflrate. 

But  becaufe  the  Learning,  built  upon  the 

foundation  of  Nature,  is  loll,  and  in  the  robm  there¬ 
of  Sophiflical  Schools  have  grown  up,  which  by  their 
vain  loquacity  have  altogether  opprefled  and  banilhed 
the  truth ;  it  mi^ht  eafily  happen,  that  I  might  bring 
a  Nell  of  Hotmets^^about  my  Ears,if  1  Ihould  write  fuch 
things  publickTy,  as  fly  the  knowledge  of  the  learned 


multitude.  Therefore  it  is  better  to  be  filent,  than 
to  incumber  my  felf  with  iinncceiTary  contentions. 

Bur  that  we  may  fee  there  have  alfo  been  other®, 
who  were  not  ignorant  of  the  Myllcries  hidden  in  fait 
It  feems  fit  to  me,  m  the  end  of  this  Difcourfe,to  fub- 
join  the  opinion  of  a  certain  learned  man,  explaining 
the  Greek  word  Chap.  13.  Book  4.  and  as  it  were, 
bringing  into  view  the  great  MylleryofGod  hidden 
in  the  fame,  that  fo  we  may  be  invited  to  read  the 
learned  Book  of  the  faid  Author,  concerning  fair 
which  containeth  many  things  highly  worthy  to  be 
read,  and  of  the  reading  of  which  no  man 'will  re¬ 
pent  the  name  of  the  Author  is  Bernardns  Gomefius 
printed  at  Franhford,  in  the  year  i6cj,  a  Book  truly 
worthy  of  any  man’s  reading,  and  as  fuch  I  ffudiouflv 
recommend  it  to  thofe  who  are  delirous  of  learning 
any  thing  of  good. 

But  to  return  to  my  purpofe,  I  fenoufiy  affirm,  that: 
the  nature  ^nd  property  of  Metals  may  be  learned  and 
openly  known,  not  only  from  the  fignature  affigneef 
them  by  the  Ancients,  but  alfo  from  that  which  the 
fire  introduceth  into  them,  and  this  fignature  procee¬ 
ding  from  the  fire,  is  far  to  be  preferred  to  chat  of 
the  Philofophers  ;  not  therefore  becaufe  the  Ekmenn 
nuM  ^  greater  authority  or  might  than  all 

Phtiolophers  ever  had  or  can  have ;  But  becaufe  the 
Fire  alwaies  performeth  immutable  aeffions,  and  cora- 
mitteth  no  errours,  nor  can  it  commit  any,  provided 
the  Operator  who  handleth  the  fire  doth  not  deviate 
from  the  manner  of  operating,  forat  all  times  in  one 
and  the  lame  manner  it  llieweth  the  fignatures  of  the 
metals.  ' 

The  nature  of  the  fire  is  fuch,  that  whenfoever  we 
will.  It  exhibiteth  to  us,  by  a  lingular  fignature,  the 
^cult  nature  and  hidden  properties  of  the  metals  ^ 
for  even  as  any  burning  fpirit  of  Vegetables,  or  vo¬ 
latile  fait  of  Wine,  being  drank  by  men,  flirreth  up 
their  nature  and  properties, and  expofeth  thofe  things 
to  view,  which  before  lay  dorment,  and  which  would 
not  have  been  known,  if  the  warm  fpirit  of  the  wme 
had  not  manifelled  them  :  So  alfo  is  it  with  Salt, 
which,  as  we  have  taught  in  the  precedent  Treatife  of 
the  nature  of  falts,  hath  a  power  and  faculty  of  exci- 
ting  the  nature  of  metals,  and  of  manifelling  their  me¬ 
dicinal  Virtues.  But  the  Fire,  of  which  we  here  treat» 
hath  the  faculty  offubjeding  their  perfedion  to  our 
eyes. 

For  as  by  the  pure  fpirit  of  Wine  the  vital  fpirit 
ofaMan  IS  prefently  cheered,  and  being  awakened, 
the  hidden  fignature  forthwith  goeth  out  of  the  in¬ 
ward  Penetrals  of  the  heart  i  fo  that  the  Sanguine  ling 
dance,  play,  a^nd  are  occupied  in  Amours  ;  the  Cho- 
lerick  bre#  forth  into  quarrels  and  fighting  •,  the 
Phlegmatick  grow  drowfie  and  lleepy,  and  the  Melan¬ 
choly  gietaken  up  with  fpeculations,  meditations, 
and  fearches.  Thefe  fignatures  the  fpirit  of  Wine 
can  draw  forth  from  the  molt  inward  recelTes  of  men. 
By  the  fame  reafon  the  fignature  of  Metals  is  awa¬ 
kened,  excited, and  educed  by  the  operation  of the  fire, 
when  they  are  melted  in  a  Crucible ;  for  the 
fmoak  or  fume  going  out  from  them,prefeBtly  indica- 
teth  the  nature  and  property  of  every  of  them.  Pure 
Gold,  and  free  from  all  addition,  emitteth  no  fume 
alone,  but  being  melted  with  fair,  giveth  a  purple  ex¬ 
halation.  Silver  alwaies  exhaleth  fomewhat  of  a 
blue,  bitter,  and  unpleafant  fume :  The  fume  of  Cop¬ 
per  is  green,  and  Rinketh :  Of  Iron  not  fo  much  as 
Coppei,  being  alfo  red,  llriketh  the  Nollrrls  with  a 
Rink  .  Lead  and  Tin  fend  forth  a  v^ite  fume,  Rink- 
ing  and' poifonous :  Argent' vive,  m  its  whole  fub- 
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ftance,vanilheth  in  a  venomous  fume,  and  thefe  are 
the  ligns  of  the  fumesjby  which  melted  Metals,  when 
they  are  not  mixed,  are  wont  to  be  diftinguiflied  and 
known  from  one  another.  But  if  Copper,  or  any 
other  imperfed  Metal,  (hall  be  mixed  with  Gold  or 
Silver,  it  changeththe  fume,  and  rendereth  the  proof 
or  examen  doubtful  and  uncertain :  Nevertheleft  of 
the  judging  of  the  perfedlion  of  Metals  by  the  Fire, 
this  Experiment  is  of  all  the  moft  perfedt  and  certain, 
viz,  when  they  are  fo  melted  by  a  very  ftrong  fire, 
that  they  move  themfelves,  and  are  as  it  were  turned 
or  whirled  about  in  the  Crucible,  and  by  how  much 
the  rounder  this  motion  (hall  be,  and  the  higher  it 
elevateth  it  felf,  by  fo  much  it  Iheweth  the  Metals  to 
be  more  perfed ;  the  more  deprefled  and  equal,  and 
the  plainer  the  fuperficies  (hall  be,  the  lefler  of  pcrfedi= 

!  on  is  in  that  melted  Metal.  The  trial  of  this  thing  is 
eafily  made,  by  which  it  is  found,  that  among  all  the 
Metals  Gold  is  chiefly  moved  on  theTeft,  orin  a  Cru¬ 
cible’,  by  a  round  or  fpherical  motion  next  Silver  j 
next  to  that  Copper;  next  to  Copper  Iron*,  after 
Iron  Lead  ;  and  laftly,  after  that  Tin- 

The  fame  difference  of  perfedion  and  imperfedion 
is  fhewed  by  the  pouring  of  a  melted  Metal  upon  a 
Porphyry  ftone,  or  any  the  like  well  levigated,  and 
put  into  a  Kettle  of  Water,  fo  that  the  water  may  not 
touch  its  fuperficies,  which  is  to  receive  the  melted 
i  Metal :  This  therefore  being  poured  out  upon  the 
faid  Stone,  leapeth  and  divideth  it  felf  into  many 
grains,  greater  or  lefler,  more  round,  orlefs  round,ac- 
cording  as  the  Metal  fhall  be  more  or  lefs  pure.  But 
of  all  the  Metals,  there  is  none  more  imperfed  than 
Tin,  which  by  effufion  upon  fuch  a  Stone,  very  rarely 
difperfeth  it  felf  into  grains,  but  if  the  effufion  be  dex-- 
troufly  made,  it  dilateth  it  felf  in  breadth  in  a  very 
thin  form,  like  to  writing  Paper,  fo  that  it  may  be 
writ  upon  (by  a  ftile  or  ftift)  like  Paper,  and  folded 
and  fealed,  and  fent  to  others,  after  the  manner  of 
other  letters :  Such  letters  made  of  Tin,  are  hurt  by 
no  Water,  fo  that  they  may  be  of  great  ufe,  where  ne- 
ceflity  requireth  fecrefie  in  fending  letters. 

But  that  Tin  fpreadeth  it  felf  into'  fuch  broad 
1  leaves,  and  doth  not  feparate  into  grains,  after  the 
!  manner  of  Gold  and  Silver,  the  reafon  is  its  imperfe- 
ftion,  which  its  before-mentioned  fignature  evidently 
argueth,  containing  but  little  of  roundnefs,and  taking 
the  greateft  part  from  the  fquare. 

The  knowledge  of  a  metallick  perfedion  is  alfo  ac¬ 
quired  from  the  rotundity  of  the  metallick  motion  in 
the  Examen  of  Saturn,  or  the  feparation  which  is 
made  by  Lead  in  a  Cupel,  where  Gold,  before  all  the 
reft  boileth  with  a  fpherical  roundnefs,and  all  the  lead 
being  fent  away  in  fume,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire, 
remaineth  on  the  Cupel  or  Teft,  in  a  pure,  round, or 
fpherical  body,  efpecially  when  there  fliall  not  be  too 
great  a  quantity  of  Gold. 

Silver  doth  not  anfwer  to  Gold  in  its  round  body, in 
which  it  remaineth,  yet  it  exceedeth  Copper  in  round-- 
nefs.  Which  foraetimes  alfo  remaineth  pure  and  round, 
if  it  be  in  a  fmall  quantity. 

Iron  and  Tin  do  not  admit  the  Examen  of  Lead  by 
the  Cupel,  for  indurating  the  Lead,  they  deprive  it  of 
all  flux,  fo  that  by  combuftion  it  is  reduced  into  a 
powder. 

Argent-vive  is  by  the  Fire  wholly  driven  away  into 
the  Air,  in  which  neverthelefs  keeping  a  perpetual 
1  flux,  its  fignature  of  perfedion  may  be  judged  of  in  the 
Cold,  which  perfedion  exceedeth  that  of  the  other 
imperfed  Metals,  and  cometh  near  to  gold  and  filver  ; 
for  being  diffufed  into  fmall  grains,  it  exhibiteth  in 
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running  a  round  or  fpherical  body,  imitating  melted 
Gold  So  chat  it  is  not  without  reafon,  that  the  An¬ 
cients  in  its  fignature  have  ufed  the  figns  of  0,  ) ,  and 
a  fquare  ;  being  within  wholly  Gold  and  Silver,  if  it; 
be  coagulated  •,  the  truth  of  which  many  Experiments 
have  demonftrated  to  me,  made  by  the  Waters  ofgra= 
elation,  as  they  are  called  ;  Experiments,  I  fay,  which 
I  have  performed  in  fmall  Inftruments,  for  hitherto  I 
could  not  make  them  in  great  ones,  and  in  a  large 
quantity.  If  any  youngman  fhall  nave  a  defire  to  try 
the  fame,  let  him  in  the  firft  place  beware  that  he 
ufe  not  corrofive  and  eating  waters,  and  by  this  means 
render  the  Argent-vive  more  fugacious. 

It  behoveththat  he  feek  and  know  true  fulphur, 
which  if  it  fliall  be  red,  he  fliall  alfo  bind  it  with  a  red 
bond  ;  but  if  white,  he  (hall  preferve  its  colour  con- 
ftant,  and  bind  it  with  a  white  bond,  otherwife  it  is 
wont  to  vanifli  in  fume. 

,  Thefe  few  things  I  could  not  pafs  by,  but  fignifie  to 
the  ftudious  of  the  Divine  Signature  of  Metals  and 
Planets.  Let  every  one  occupy  the  powers  of  his 
Ingeny  in  the  exercife  of  this  Science,  that  he  may 
become  expert  in  the  wonders  of  things,  efpecially  of 
thofe  which  lie  hid  in  the  words  or  names  iiripofed  up^ 
on  things  figned  by  the  Ancients,  who  have  found  out 
great  Secrets,  as  well  Celeftial  as  Terreftrial,  and 
have  comprehended  them  in  thofe.  Some  fuch  words 
of  the  Ancients  I  would  have  interpreted  here,  but 
that  in  fo  doing  I  fhould  have  divulged  thofe  things 
which  are  not  vulgarly  known,  for  which  caufe  it  is 
better  to  pafs  them  by  in  filence.  He  that  will  bend 
his  endeavours  to  fo  great  a  SdencCj  may  obtain  ma¬ 
ny  wonderful  things ;  but  of  thefe  enough ;  it  fufficeth 
at  the  prefent  to  have  laid  the  Foundation,  the  reft  I 
leave  to  him,  who  being  prompt  to  the  ftudy  of  feek- 
ing,  fliall  bring  his  mind  to  the  acquiring  of  this 
knowledge ;  if  he  fliall  once  get  into  the  right  path, 
he  will  find  out  more  than  he  feeketh  or  defireth.  Alfo 
Mountains,  Woods,  and  Countries,  by  their  fignatures 
do  not  only  indicate  the  Treafures  and  Riches,  given 
them  by  God,  but  are  alfo  wont  to  foretell  their  own 
Fates,  as  their  Rife,  Encreafe,  and  Deftrudion-  It 
remains,  that  we  briefly  examin,and  take  a  fliort  view 
of  the  fignatures  of  falts,  with  what  notes  or  marks 
they  are  figned  by  God,  and  alfo  by  what  they  figni¬ 
fie  their  natures  and  properties ;  for  without  doubt, 
they  have  their  fignatures,  and  efpecially  the  common 
and  vulgar  Salt,  the  which,  wherefore  fliould  it  not 
have  its  fignature,  feeing  that  it  is  the  original  of  all 
other  things  ?  There  is  not  found  any  Herb  or 
Weed  fo  vile,  any  Worm  fo  abjedt,  which  wanteth  its 
marks  given  it  by  God,  by  which  it  manifefteth  to  us 
its  nature  and  virtues.  I  have  above  indicated  the 
Sun  by  a  Circle,  and  Salt  to  be  defigned  by  a  fquare 
added  to  it  :  and  in  the  Sun  and  Salt  all  earthly  things 
as  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  to  have  thebe- 
ginning  and  end  of  their  generation,  propagation,and 
encreafe  j  alfo  all  things  being  rifen  from  the  fun  and 
fait,  to  be  figned  by  the  Almighty  God,  with  certain 
fignatures,  from  which  their  nature,  powers,  virtues, 
and  properties  may  be  known  ;  neither  have  I  only 
afferted,  but  alfo  affirmed,  that  all  the  Myftcries  of 
Languages  and  Words  may  be  fearched  out  and 
known  by  thofe  figns,  to  wit,  the  Circle  and  Qua¬ 
drate. 

Thefe  things  are  fo  certain  and  true,  that  they  are 
beyond  all  confutation,  which  I  will  make  plain  to 
every  one,  by  one  only  Argument,  not  exceeding  the 
Capacity  ofafimple  Boy,  if  the  envious  Brethren  of 
.  Ignorance,  being  lifted  up  by  their  great  pride,  (hall 
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refufe  to  undertake  it-  That  the  Sun  is  convenient¬ 
ly  and  appolitely  (igned  with  a  Circle,  no 
deny,  becaufe  it  never  ikevvetb  it  felfto  the  fight  in 
any  other  figure  than  a  round  fiery  Sphere,  whi^ 
lian  being  attt  ibuted  to  the  Sun,  by  tne  Ancients,  lO 
remaineth  even  to  this  day. 

The  Ancients  have  alfo  figned  Salt  with  a  Iquare, 
which  by  the  length  of  time,  and  the  negligence  of 
men,  hath  vaniflied,  fo  that  every  one  hath  figned  the 
fpecies  of  falts  according  to  his  pleafure,  one  in  this, 
another  in  another  manner  and  by  this  occafion  pe¬ 
culiar  Charadlers  are  invented  by  almofl:  every  Chy- 
iniif,  whence  one  ufeth  not  that  which  another  doth. 
But  at  this  day  among  them,  for  the  moff  part,  Salts 
are  figned  in  the  following  manner.  The  common 
Kitchin  Salt  hath  the  Charafler  of  a  Circle,  cut  by  a 
line  tranfverfe  :  Salt-petre  hath  a  Circle  reprefenting 
the  form  of  an  Egg,  and  cut  by  a  line  drawn  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  ;  But  who- was  the  Author  of  thofe 
Charaders  to  thefe  Salts,  I  know  not,  neither  h  it 
much  matter,  whether  a  man  know,  or  not  know  it  \ 
but  witlx)ut  doubt  they  were  men  who  had  never  feen 
Salts  brought  to  their  higheft  Purity :  For  vulgar 
falts,  as  they  are  every  where  found,  have  not  their 
proper  figure  and  form  which  they  ought  to  have,  and 
which  they  obtain  after  their  cleanfing:  So  the  vul¬ 
gar  and  firaple  fait,  as  it  is  made  from  the  Sea,  or  fait 
Fountains, or  dug  out  of  the  Earth,hath  notits  true  and 
proper  fignature,  neither  can  it  have,  by  reafon  of  its 
many  earthy  feculencies  ^  but  after  all  its  feces  are 
removed,  and  it  hath  obtained  a  great  purity  and 
cleannefs,  its  own  true  fignature,  to  wit,a  fquare  then 
appeareth,  and  indicateth  the  fign  which  is  due  to  it. 

I  have  already  demonftrated  this  to  'be  true  in  my 
Treatife  of  the  Nature  of  Salts,  where  I  have  taught 
by  what  means  every  common  Kitchin  Salt  is  to  be  fo 
purged,  that  it  fliall  be  no  longer  rough,  foul,  obfcure, 
and  aftringent,  but  clear  and  tranfparent  likeCryftal, 
both  in  fmall  grains,  and  greater  pieces,  of  a  fweet 
favour,  and  a  fquare  or  cubical  figure,  and  which  way 
foever  it  is  thrown,  alwaies  exhibiteth  four  Angles, 
like  to  a  fquare,  as  if  it  were  formed  by  Art :  Going 
forth  in  this  moft  pure  form,  it  feemeth  thus  to  fpeak 
to  Mortals  :  Here  ye  fee  my  tnie  and  natural  form-)  given 
to  me  by  the  Sun  my  father^  in  the  hcdy  of  the  Water  my 
mother^  which  the  Earth  indeed  bath  covered  with  a  rough 
and  vile  Garment^  but  Art  hath  a^ain  taken  itoff(prai- 
jed  be  God)  rcfloring  to  me  my  prifiine  form^  to  the  future 
advantage  of  matjy  fief  ^  therefore  as  I  was  created  from 
the  beginning-)  fo  now  1  appear ^  without  any  impediment ^to 
perform  thofe  things  for  which  I  was  appointed  by  Divine 
Creation.  ' 

If  the  Sun  in  the  Firmament  could  by  any  accident 
be  fo  defiled  and  corrupted,  that  he  Ihould  lofe  his 
Light,  it  could  in  no  wife  be  that  any  thing  in  the 
whole  World  could  remain  alive  for  one  day.  Which 
thing  Experience  it  felf  fhevveth  us,  when  the  Moon 
interpofing  between  the  Sun  and  our  Eyes  but  for  one 
hour,  depriving  us  of  his  Rays;  in  which  Cafe  the  Sun 
in  no  wife  fuffereth,  nor  is  in  any  manner  corrupted, 
but  only  hindred  for  that  little  time,  from  tranfmit- 
ling  to  us  his  vivifying  Rays-  Therefore  if  fo  fmall 
an  Impediment  in  the  Orb  of  the  Earth  can  caufe  fo 
many  Difeafes,  and  other  Incomraodities  to  men,  why 
fhould  not  alfo  the  feces  obfcuringSalt,  eclipfing  its 
natural  form,  and  rendering  it  more  ignoble,  bea  de= 
criment  and  impediment  to  its  Powers  and  Virtues  ? 
Let  every  man  judge,  ifa  grofs  and  impure  Salt  can 
be  as  commodious  to  all  Men  and  Bealls,  as  that  which 
hath  been  rellored  to  the  higheft  purity  of  its  Body. 


Seeing  therefore  that  it  is  the  great  intereft  of 
Mankind  to  enjoy  fuch  a  pure  Salt,  I  have  determined 
to  prepare  a  quantity  of  it,  according  to  that  manner 
of  purging  it,  preferibed  in  my  Treatife  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Salts I  may,  be  able  to  accommodate  many 
therewith.  I  have  hope,  that  at  length  the  Eyes  of 
Mortals  will  be  opened,  that  they  may  fee  how  for  a 
long  time  they  have  been  feduced  by  blind  Leaders, 
and  finding  this,  will  have  a  greater  regard  to  their 
own  health.  Truly  there  is  but  a  very  fmall  Labour 
and  Coft  required  for  the  cleanfing  of  common  Salt, 
to  free  it  from  its  earthy  feces,  and  render  it  clear, 
tranfparent,  and  in  the  Water  of  a  Cubical  Figure, 
and  that  without  the  addition  of  any  foreign  thing, 
only  by  folution,  filtration,  and  coagulation  of  its  owfl 
proper  fpirit- 

If  by  thefe  Operations  you  lhall  bring  fait  to  its 
higheft  purity,  you  may  boldjy  aflert,  that  you  have 
acquired  fuch  a  fait  as  the  pure  Sun  operated  in  the 
pure  Water  at  the  beginning ;  when  the  Sun,  feated 
in  the  height  of  the  Firmament,  would  very  freely  per¬ 
form  his  Office,  yet  being  hindered  by  grofs  and  tur- 
bid'Clouds,  interpofing  between  him  and  the  Earth, 
whereby  he  cannot  render  us  partakers  of  his  all- war¬ 
ming  Rays,  we  ought  not  to  impute  the  fault  to  the 
fun,  inafmuch  as  he  is  not  in  fault,  but  rather  to  thofe 
thick  and  dark  Clouds,  which  hinder  us  of  his  fplen- 
dour  and  efficacy. 

So  alfo  is  it  with  Salt,  which  would  freely  exercife 
the  Gift  beftowed  upon  it  by  the  Almighty  Creator^ 
were  it  not  hindred  by  its  terreftrial  feces ;  therefore 
this  impediment  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  fait,  but  to 
the  intervening  faeces,  which  hinder  its  falutary  vir¬ 
tues.  If  it  were  in  our  power  to  remove  thofe  thick 
Clouds  from  the  fun  at  our  pleafure,  as  it  is  to  fepa- 
rate  the  earthy  feces  from  Salt,  we  might  every  year 
make  our  felves  a  very  commodious  Summer,  which 
neverthelefs  cannot  be  done,  feeing  that  God  the 
great  Pater  familias  rekrved  this  alone  to  His 

own  Power. 

As  for  the  fignature  of  Salc-petre,  that  certainly  is 
very  unequal,  by  reafon  of  the  great  diverfity  of  this 
Salt,  arifing  hence,  that  it  is  well  or  ill  purged,  is  de¬ 
filed  with  more  or  fewer  feces,  or  other  ftrange  falts- 
The  Common,  which  is  required  for  the  making  of 
Gun-powder,  is  never  perfectly  pure,  but  alwaies 
mixed  with  other  Salts,  which  cannot  be  feparated 
from  it  by  the  accuftoraed  and  ufual  manner  of  foluti¬ 
on  and  coagulation  :  Hence  alfo  you  lhall  find  no  falt- 
petre,  which  can  have  that  true  and  genuine  fignature, 
which  God  and  Nature  hath  given  it- 

For  by  whatfoever  vulgar  labour  and  pains  the  Salt¬ 
petre  which  is  got  out  of  Stables,  is  purged  by  Soluti¬ 
on  and  Coagulation,  it  is  yet  irapolfible  that  it  Ihould 
obtain  its  due  cleannefs  and  fignature.  But  to  acquire 
that,  it  behoveth  to  ufe  the  following  Operation. 

Firft,  fome  pounds  of  Salt-petre  are  to  be  taken, 
which  are  to  be  purged  by  Solution  and  Coagulation, 
and  that  to  be  fo  of  ten  repeated,  untill  it  acquire 
that  purity  which  it  is  wont  to  admit  by  this  vulgar 
Operation.  Being  fo  cleanfed,  it  is  to  be  divided  intQ 
two  equal  parts,  and  one  of  them  to  be  mixed  with 
w’hite  Potters- earth  (or  Tabaco-pipe-clay)  of  which 
little  Balls  are  to  be  formed,  to  be  dried  in  the  Sun,  and 
put  into  a  Glafs  Retort  well  coated,  or  an  Earthen  one 
which  will  hold  the  fpirits,  that  the  pure  fpirit  of 
Nitre  may  be  Elicited  by  Diftilation,  and  received  in 
a  large  Glafs  adjoyned  to  the  Retort,  containing  fome 
Water,  into  which  the  fpirit  entreth  freely-  Theo- 
'  cher  part  of  the  cleanfed  Salt  petre,  being  put  into  a 
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Crucible,  is  to  be  reduced  into  a  fiery  fixed  Salt,  by  the 
caftine  in  of  Charcoal, Tar  tar,  or  the  Stellate  Regulus 
of  Antimony,  then  to  be  dilTolved  in  rain  Water,  and 
filtred  through  brown  Paper:  So  much  only  or 
this  Liquor  of  fixed  Nitre,  is  to  be  poured  drop  by 
drop  to  the  diftilled  fpirit  of  Nitre  as  will  fuffice  for 
the  fixing  it.  This  Operation  ftirreth  up  a  great 
noife,  hifling  and  bubling,  which  ceafmg,  admomfiieth 
to  leave  off  pouring  in  any  more,  and  mdicateth  that 
thofe  two  contrary  Natures, to  wit,  the  acid  fpirit,and 
fixed  liquor  of  Nitre  have  mutually  fatiated  one  ano¬ 
ther,  a?d  the  covrofive  fpirit  hath  loft  its  corrofive 
nature,  and  the  fixed  fiery  liquor  its  fiery  quality,  both 
returning  to  the  priftine  nature  of  Salt-petre.  From 
rhis  liauOT  the  Glafs  being  impofed  in  fand,  the  un- 
profitalile  Phlegm  is  to  be  diftilled  off  fo  long  untill  a 
Cuticula  or  thin  skin  appear  at  the  top  of  the  matter, 
the  fand  being  cold,  glafs  is  to  be  taken  out,  and 
fet  in  a  cold  place,  and  let  ftand  for  one  night  to 

Ihoot  into  long  and  lharp  Chryfta  s,  to 
the  reft  of  the  liquor,  by  pouring  it  off.  This  liquor 
is  again  to  be  freed  from  its  unprofitable  Phlegm  by 
diftillation,  and  again  to  be  expofed  to  the  cold  to 
SiryftallifL  Whatfoever  lhall  remain  after  eveij 

Operation,  is  again  to  be  Evaporated  in  fand  till  the 
Cuticle  appear,  and  to  be  reduced  to  Chryftals  in  the 
cold,  which  Chryftals  may  be  ufed  as  common  Salt- 
petrl  The  Chryftals  of  the  two  firft  Operations  are 
once  more  to  be  diffolved  in  Rain  Water,  Filtred, 
vaporated  and  again  Chryftallifed,  which  are  now 
white  as  fnow,  and"  extend  themfeives  into  length, 
thin,  fexangular,  and.fo  equal,  as  if  they  were  fmooth- 
ervJith  a  plain  :  For  not  the  lead  yoaghnefi  or  un- 
evennefs  is  to  be  feen  in  thetr  foperficies  bnt  they  Ex- 
hibit  the  true  and  natural'Signature  of  Salt-petre.  Ir 
Ly  one  fliall  be  defirous  of  brining  this  Salt  yet  to  a 
higher  purity,  he  may  again  divide  this  purified  Salt 
into  two  parts,  and  from  one  araw  the  Coi  rofive  fpi* 
ritby  diftillation,  and  fix  the  other  with  Coals,  and 
deftroy  both  by  Commixion,  repeating  the  Operate 
ons  as  we  have  already  taught,  he  will  prepare  a  Sal  - 
petrefar  more  Excellent  as  well  in  Chymical  as  Medi¬ 
cinal  Operations,  as  is  manifeft  in  many  places  of  my 

If  you  Operate  rightly  all  the  Chryftals,  none  ex¬ 
cepted,  will  be  ftraight,  fexangular,  and  equal  in 
length,  without  any  roughnefs,  or  unevennefs,  which 
is  the  true  and  genuine  fignature  of  well  purged  Salt- 

^^NB.  The  fixed  liquor  of  Nitre,  being  left  in  the 
Air  for  a  long  time,  and  afterwards  Evaporated  to  a 
Cuticle, Ihooteth  into  fmall  Chryftals  ,reprefenting  the 
Effigies  of  Stars,  whofe  figure  appeareth  in  a 
dity^  fo  neatly  and  pleafantly  Conftituted,  that  thofe 
fix  Rays  proceeding  from  the  little  body  in  the  center 
or  middle,  feem  to  be  moft  exaftly  difpofed  and  di 
ftributed  to  an  equal  diftance  and  length,  as  in  a  cir¬ 
cle.  Truly  it  is  an  admirable  and  ftupenuious  work 
of  Nature,  and  a  fignature  very  unlike  to  the  former, 
in  as  much  as  the  fix  Angles  of  this,  are  comprehend? 
after  a  Cirtular  manner,  but  in  the  other  th^  ex¬ 
tend  themfeives  only  in  length  and  ffiarpnefs.  Thoie 
things  which  we  have  here  delivered  concerning  the 
true  fignature  of  common  Salt,  and  Salt-petre,  the 
fame  are  alfo  to  be  underftood  of  the  fignature  of  O' 
ther  Salts,  which  muft  be  free  from  all  their  forces 
and  fasces,  before  they  can  ffiew  forth  their  true  fig¬ 
Vitriol  and  Alum,  which  always  flioot  in  a  knotty 
and  uneven  Figure,  after  they  have  laid  afide  their 


I  defilements,  exhibit  clear  and  _  pellucid  Chryftals^ 
which  yet  will  be  much  clearer  if  purged  by  feveral 
Operations.  Yea,  being  reduced  to  their  higheft  pu¬ 
rity,  they  put  on  a  Cubical  figure  like  common  Salt, 
neverthelefs  in  Elegancy,  Beauty  and  Pleafantnefs, 
giving  place  to  that.  Hence  it  is  manifeft,  that  nature 
is  always  ready  for  the  gracing  and  adorning  of  her 
own  fruit,  if  a  helping  Hand  be  afforded  her  by  Art- 
'  Before  I  put  an  end  to  this  Treatife  of  the  fig¬ 
nature  of  Salts,  1  think  it  fit  to  point  out  in  what  de¬ 
grees  of  Dignity,  thofe  two  Words  Sol  and  Sal  differ, 
and  are  diftinguiflied. 

The  word  5o/,  containeth  two  Circles  and  the  half 
part  of  a  fquare,  O-  is  a  whole  Circle-,  S.  hath  two 
I'emicircles,  which  being  conjoined,  make  an  entire 
Circle-,  this  being  cut  in  the  middle,  and  the  half  of 
the  feftion  turned  upwards,  towards  the  right 
hand,and  the  other  half  downwards,  towards  the  left*, 
giveth  two  femicircles  forming  the  Letter  S.  L.  is  the 
half  part  of  a  fquare. 

The  word  Sal  hath  only  one  Circle,  to  wit,  the  Let¬ 
ter  S.  confifting  of  two  femicircles :  Alfo  one  fquare, 
conftitutingthe  Letters  A  and  L,  which  argueth  that 
the  good  which  is  in  Salt  is  partly  tempered  with  the 
other  Elements,and  partly  combined  with  Earth.  The 
Sun  far  exceedeth  Salt  in  purity,  neverthelefs  it  is 
not  abfolutely  perfed  becaufe  the  Letter  L  containeth 
the  half  of  a  fquare,  which  ffieweththat  it  cannot  be 
endowed  with  an  abfoluteand  perfedpurity,  neither  is 
it  as  Telefcopes  at  this  day  demonftrate,  by  whofe 
help  thofe  folar  fpots  have  been  obferved  in  thofe 
times.  Neither  alfo  ought  it  to  have  an  abfolute  per- 
fedion,  the  which  belongs  only  to  God,  and  not  to  a- 
ny  creature»  in  the  number  of  which  is  the  Sun:  Ne- 
verthftefs  that  he  is  the  pureft  of  all  creatures,  there  is 
no  Man  dare  deny.  Hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  ig¬ 
norant  Heathens, attributed  to  the  Sun  Divine  Honour; 
thinking  that  befides  the  created,  there  was  as  yet  ano¬ 
ther  uncreated  Sun*,  That  is,  the  Omnipotent  God 
himfelf,  the  Creator  of  the  Elementary  and  Ibining 
Sun,  which  according  to  the  Words  of  Chrift  lhall  alfo 
perilh  at  the  end  of  the  World.  By  a  like  reafon  there 
is  a  twofold  Salt,  one  Eternal,  Divine  and  Cele- 
ftial the  other  Terreftrial  and  fading.  Arid  as  the 
Holy  Spirit  proceedeth  from  the  Eternal  Light,  and 
Divine  and  Celeftial  Salt,  for  the  warning  and  en¬ 
lightening  the  Hearts  of  Men  involved  in  darknefs,and 
for  the  defending  our  fouls  againft  the  crafts  and  de¬ 
ceits  of  Satan  i  fo  alfo  from  the  Elementary  Sun  or 
Fire,  and  the  Terreftrial  Salt,  proceedeth  that  moft 
noble  faline  fpirit  for  the  ftrengthening  of  humane  Bo¬ 
dies,  defending  them  againft  various  Difeafes,  and 
preferving  them  in  good  Health.  Therefore  theie  is 

an  Eternal  and  Divine  S3/,  a  Celeftial  ^ 

Spirit  -,  and  alfo  an  Elementary,  frail  Sun,  Salt  and 
Spirit.  But  it  is  our  Duty  to  Love,  Praife,  Honor,  and 
Adore  the  Eternal  Sun,  and  to  him  to  commend  the 
health  of  our  fouls.  And  to  ufe  and  ^mporal  and 
fading  things  for  our  neceffities,  with  thankfgiving. 


The  Explication  of  the  IVord  or  Sal,  hy 
Bernhardus  Gomefius. 

UT  before  we  undertake  to  expound  &cli  exce> 
Icnt  Dlacesdt  behoveth  us  to  lOToke  the  divine  Be- 
ine  ■  thatilhat  which  cannot  be  for4-<!^™  bv  any  Au- 
pi^v  and  Divinationi  we  not  erringybdt  being  le  y 
fhe  Divine  infpiration  and  inftinft,  niSy.at  lengj^^e^x- 
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pound  •,  feeing  that  in  the  treating  of  things  fo  Di¬ 
vine  and  unfpeakable  (that  being  wanting)  if  we  fhould 
erre,  it  might  be  unpardonable,  but  if  we  fhall  pioully 
and  happily  profecute  the  matter,  univerfal  thanks 
and  praile  may  be  given  to  God  alone,  and  to  Chrift 
the  great  giver  of  Salt-  Firll:,therefore  we  are  to  fliew 
what  the  belelHal  Salt  is,  and  by  what  means  it  may 
he  didingniOicd  from  the  Terreftrial  Salt,  of  which 
Chrift  fpeaketh  in  the  Gofpel.  And  becaufe  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Words  of  Chrift  will  be  of  great  force  to  us  in 
the  fpeakingofit :  And  feeing  that  Chrift  when  he 
would  grace  the  Apoftles  with  a  high  Title,  called 
them  the  Salt  of  the  earth  :  we  think  it  not  improper 
to  call  him  the  pure  and  undefiled  fait  of  Heaven.  For 
there  is  fcarce  any  thing  of  fo  many  preparations  of  an 
infcriour  nature  which  excels  the  (as  it  were)  Divine 
Itrength  and  efficacy  of  Salt  in  this  part :  For  Chrift 
and  his  bleffed  Humanity  is  the  only  Salt  that  is  placed 
upon  the  Table  of  the  Bleffed.  In  whom  Salt  is  the 
fullnefs  of  his  infinite,  inexhaufted,  and  never- 
ending  divinity ;  which  abundantly  filleth  both  Hea¬ 
ven  and  Earth  and  all  things  therein ;  and  then  again 
making  himfelf  palatable  to  us,  he  exhibits  himfelf  to 
be  tailed  moll  fweetly  by  all  Men-  For  from  that  all 
things  that  are,  and  ever  were  and  that  fhall  be  here¬ 
after,  have  both  received  their  being,  and  are  made 
perfect,  and  without  it  could  not  be,  for  his  Divine 
leafoning,  or  become  palatable  to  the  feafoner. 

So  this  fait  endeavours  to  exprefs  his, in  whofe  name 
are  both  in  Greek  and  Latin  three  Letters  in  one  fylla- 
ble  ;  or  rather  to  adumbrate  this  one  and  the  fame 
Divinity  common  to  the  three  Perfons.  For  thor’ 
the  Divine  myflery  and  facred  things  are  fhut  up  in 
Letters  chiefly  with  theChaldees  and  Hebrews^  becaufe 
GOD  fpakebythem;  Yet  they  don’t  alway)§want 
the  Elements  of  the  tongues,  efpecially  the  Greeks 
which  was  both  derived  from  them,  and  words  con- 
Itrued  from  thefe  things  are  not  impofed  from  their 
power  but  from  their  propriety,  as  PUto  thQ  greatefl 
oftheCrcf^  fuppofes ;  For  that  the  divine  infinity 
and  Immenfity  is  expreft  and  explicated  in  Greek  let¬ 
ters,  is  fhewn  in  the  ji}ocalyfs^  Cap.  i.  where  John 
faw  and  heard  our  Lord  Chrift  preaching  of  himfelf, 
1  am<*  and  the  Beginning  and  the  End. 

For  as  the  fun,  when  it  lightly  touches  with  its  per- 
fpicuous  light,  by  that  its  image  and  fplendour  it  is 
forthwith  given :  So  the  Heavenly  and  Infinite  Divi¬ 
nity,  with  all  Goodnefs,  as  it  were  His  Brightnefs, 
does  not  only  leave  His  impreft  Image  in  the  things 
themfelvesjbut  alfo  in  Letters, with  which  thofe  things 
are  enlightened  and  made  perfpicuous.  The  like  we 
have  found  in  Salt,  defign’d  in  Greek  notes  j  for  that 
which  in  Latin  is  called  Sal^  in  Greek  is  called  ex- ' 
prefs’d  by  the  fame  Letters,though  chang’d  in  order, 
and  extended  in  three  Letters,  but  one  Syllable  i  but 
the  Greek  word  expreffeth  both  more  plainly. 

For  the  firfl  Letter  of  it  is  which  by  its  infinite 
roundnefs,  as  with  two  Horns,  feems  to  be  brought 
into  the  following  Letters  *,  which  note  plac’d  with 
the  Holy  and  Divine  Trinity,  fignifies  the  firfl  perfon 
of  it,  to  wit  the  Immenfe  Father  :  Who  as  is  an 
infinite  beginning  in  himfelf ;  fo  the  fame  pours  out 
and  infinitdy  communicates  his  Nature  to  other  two 
Divine  Perfons  proceeding  from  himfelf:  in  one  of 
which  by  Generation  the  Son  •,  but  in  the  other  by  in- 
fplration  he  produces  the  Holy  Ghofl.  And  further, 
as  ct,  Qiews  it  felf,  its  certain  divine  Operation  follows 
that  Eternal,  Infinite  and  never  ending  Power  of  the 
fame  Mighty  Father,,  which  alfo  he  fometime  pour’d 
out  from  his  Almighty  Infinity,  to  procreate  the  Uni- 


verfe.  As  alfo  in  two  horns,  I  mean  Benedictions  one 
is  found  to  be  in  Creatures  by  the  Creation  of  things; 
and  the  other  in  their  Prefervation  ;  both  by  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  Omnipotent  Son,  and  by  the  Goodnefs  of 
the  Holy  Spirit- 

But  the  middle  Letter  a,  is  a  Note  full  offweetnefs: 
which  is  expreffed  with  a  Face,  round,  and  compofed 
for  Mirth  ^  and  its  Figure  is  not  unlike  a  Circle.  For 
from  the  fuperior  Angle  two  fides  flr-etching  back¬ 
wards,  feem  to  make  a  Triangle,  yet  without  a  bafe 
and  without  end,as  the  Letter  it  felf  expreffes.  Which 
note  again  relates  to  the  fame  Trinity,  and  reprefents 
the  fecond  Perfon  of  it,  to  wit  the  Son,  or  Word  pro¬ 
ceeding  out  of  the  moll  fweet  Mouth  of  the  Father  :  In 
which,  two  eternal  Relations,  as  they  call  ’em,  as  to 
Infinite  fides, are  found  :  the  one  whereby  he  relates  to 
the  Father,  from  whom  he  proceeds  by  his  eternal 
Generation  ;  the  other  whereby  he  is  Related  to  the 
Holy  Ghofl,  whom  he  breathsTOgether  with  the  Fas 
ther  by  an  eternal  and  infinite  habitude,  and  without 
anyintermifiion. 

But  this  note  a,  I  mean  Chrift  the  Son  of  GOD, 
and  Mediator  between  GOD  and  Man,  is  never  when 
time  prefents,wanting  in  his  mofl  beneficent  Actions ; 
that  he  who  had  taken  the  Human  nature  to  the  Di¬ 
vine,  and  was  made  the  Corner  llone,  might  (as  he 
has  done)  conneCt  the  two  Walls,  to  wit  the  Jfraelites 
zxtdiGetitiles  as  tvyo  fides,  when  he  built  in  himfelf  a 
llrong  and  fafe  SanCluary  for  them  both,  that  flying  to 
Him,  they  might  efcape  the  fearful  fentence  of  ever- 
lafling  damnation-, 

Laflly,  the  Letter  ?,  concludes  this  Monofyllable.’ 
This  note  is  defign’d  with  a  certain  finuous  and  Cir- 
cumflext  line  drawn  from  hence  and  thence,  wh^ch 
going', from  the  two  extreams  in  the  middle,  defigns  as 
it  were  two  diflinCt  femi-circles ;  out  of  which  is  Sewn 
that  they  are  made  and  contlituted-  Which  linear 
ment  compar’d  with  the  Trinity  it  felf,  adumbrates 
the  third  Divine  Perfon,  to  wit  the  Holy  Ghofl.  For 
that  fpirit  proceeding  out  of  the  Bofomofboththe 
Father  and  of  the  Son,  by  one  and  the  fame  Infpirati- 
on,  fo  knits  thofe  two  diftinCt  Perfons,  to  whom  he  is 
co-equal  and  co-eternal,  by  an  Infinite  tie  of  Love, 
that  he  remaining  a  diflinCt  Perfon,  might  agree  with 
them  in  their  mofl  limple,  individual,  and  immenfe 
nature. 

But  as  to  the  other  Perfons,  fo  alfo  his  Communica¬ 
tion  is  attributed  to  the  Holy  Ghofl  in  time ;  which  is 
wonderfully  exprefled  by  the  fhape  of  this  Letter  i : 
Yet  if  we  confider  its  lower  extream,which  feems  as  it 
were  to  arife  of  the  former  Letters  of  the  Monofylla- 
ble,  that  is  how  it  comes  to  be  flretch’d  chiefly  to¬ 
wards  the  right. hand:  then  from  right  to  left,  is 
wrefled  a  little  by  afeending  by  a  finuous  derivation  : 
and  thence  at  lafl,  with  the  like  following  obliquity  it 
ends  again  on  the  right  hand.  For  the  fame  Holy 
fpirit  proceeding  from  thofe  two  eternal  and  infinite 
Perfons,  as  from  an  immenfe  Fountain  of  Infinity, 
whilefl  from  time  to  time  he  communicates  his  Gifts 
to  the  World,  firfl  thofe  on  his  right  hand,  that  is 
into  the  hearts  of  Men,  he  pours  out  to  them  that  are 
illuflrated  and  endued  with  the  Divine  Light  of  Na¬ 
ture  :  Then  the  fame  Light  remaining,  as  it  were 
bending  from  the  right,  afeending  a  little  to  the  left, 
he  brought  forth  the  Mofaick  Law  written  with  the 
Finger  of  God,  that  is  Dictated  by  him  to  the 
Jjradites.  Lallly,  leaving  the  Mofaical  Law  on  the 
left,  he  return’d  to  the  right  hand,  and  feafonM  the 
Evangelical  Law  deliver’d  by  Chrift  our  Saviour, 
with  his  mofl  Wife  and  Loving  fait  of  Grace- 
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From  all  which  that  which  pertains  to  the  bufinefs,  with  thefe  ComrFaildsan  equal  Manlionof  Blellcdnefs 
anuearsfrorathoft  three  Letters  of  54/,  making  one  to  be  given  rotbem  ,  though  neverthelefs  their  both 
SySc-,  and  again,  this  unfolding  it  felfin  thofe  come  to  the  fanu  felicity,  by  a  different  way  of  men- 


three  Letters,  fhews  us,  that  there  is  in  Sal  a  certain 
imprefs  or  image  of  the  Sacred  and  Individual  Trinity, 
which  we  worfhip,  Three  in  One,  and  One  in  Three. 
Whith  Trinity  we  fhould  have  had,  as  an  infinite, 
eternal,  and  inexpreflible  thing,  commonly  unknown, 

,  and  incomprehenlible,  and  as  a  molt  remote  Salt, never 
'  heretofore  put  into  an  humane  or  Angelick  Saltfeller, 
we  flioLild  have  left  untouch’d ;  unlefs  at  length  the 
Divine  Perfon  of  thisTrinity,  the  Word,  in  taking 
the  Humanity  to  himfelf,  as  it  were  Salt  into  a  Salt¬ 
feller,  had  prefented to  ourtafte  fo  much  Divinity, 
for  this  very  Saltfeller,  both  in  figure,  is  covered  with 
the  eternal  fplendour  of  the  Father,  as  alfo  pointed 
and  illultrated  with  the  embroidered  Notes  ot  His  Pab 
fion,  and  likewife  adorned  with  the  Undion  ot  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  a)  waies  placed  upon  the  Heavenly  Ta¬ 
ble  of  the  Bletled,  to  feafon  their  Food  and  lolemn 
Banquets,  after  an  eternal  and  ineffable  manner ;  for 
in  him  all  divine,  and  moft  fweet  rehfhes  and  excellent 
taftes  of  His  eternal  Wifdom  are  feafon’d  anew  ;  for 
Chrift  Himfelf  is  not  only  the  Heavenly  and  rnoft 
Wife  feafoner  of  the  moft  opulent  Feaft,  but  alfo  the 
very  feafoning,  and  thing  ftafoned,  and  the  Food 
which  is  fo  placed  •,  for  by  Him  his  Heavenly  father, 
the  King  of  kings,  and  magnificent  Lord  of  lords,who 
out  of  His  Goodnefs,  and  as  He  loves  His  good  things, 
gives  moft  liberally  to  all  People  a  very  large  raeafure 
of  Salt,  that  is,  the  help  of  His  Grace  to  feek  Him,  and 
askof  Him  Heavenly  things.  ,  , 

True,  that  they  who  are  called  to  the  Heavenly  Ban¬ 
quet  may  prepare  themfelves  to  come  in  this  meafure, 
and  moft  happily  fit  down  in  it ;  but  if  (like  fools; 
they  refufe  to  come,  the  Meafure  being  taken  from 
them,  they  will  be  plung’d  into  eternal  punifhraent.  In 
which  refpea  they  may  be  likened  to  Flelh  and  Bones 
put  into  a  Pot  together,  and  water  and  fait  put  to 
them  hung  over  the  fire  to  boil,  and  afterwards 
brought  to  the  Table :  Of  which  the  Bones,  which 
will  be  neither  feafoned  by  fait,  nor  foftened  by  water, 
are  thrown  under  the  Table,  to  be  broken  by  Doggs  ■, 
but  the  Flelh,  becaufeit  is  made  tender  by  heat  and 
water,  and  takes  the  feafoning,  is  again  fprinkled  with 
a  purer  fait  on  the  Table,  and  eaten  with  the  greateft 
pleafure :  For  as  Bones  are  to  Flelh ,  fo  are  Evil  men 
mingled  with  Good:  Of  which  thefe,  when  they  will 
neither  relilh  the  Salt  of  Divine  Grace,  nor  be  walhed 
nor  foftened  by  pure  Water,  nor  warmed  by  the  heat 
of  the  Heavenly  Word  to  be  willing  to  divine  things, 
will  by  the  fevere  Judgment  of  the  great  Tafter  Chrift, 
at  his  magnificent  Table,  be  referyed  to  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  punilhments  :  Which  obftinate  and  unfeafon  d 
Fools,  He,  tor  their  hardnefs,  finding  unworthy  his 
heavenly  Table,  plucks  out/rom  among  the  Righte- 
ous,  3nd  throws ’em  down  into  Hell?  there  to  be  torn 
in  pieces  and  devoured  by  thofe  infernal  Dogs,  to  all 

Eternity.  ,  , 

But  the  Good,  who  have  been  feafoned  not  only 
with  the  former,  but  alfo  the  later  Salt,  1  mean  with 
antecedent  (as  we  fay)  and  confequent  Grace,  a 
are  not  only  adorned  with  Virtue,  but  havefufFer’d 
crofl'es  and  afflidtions  of  this  Life  for  Chrift  :  Thefe, 
as  Flelh  worthy  His  Table,  the  divine  Tafter  offering 
to  God  the  Father,  He  feafons  with  the  new  Salt  of 
Glory  ;  and  though  Aliens  and  Strangers,  places 


ting  it.  For  iVom  vvhag  thofe  above  Angelical  Ci¬ 
tizens,  from  the  very  beginning  of  things,  and  fince 
firft  a  full  delire  feiz’d  them,  they  have  preferred  the 
Heavenly  Suppers  of  Chrift  to  the  mid-day  Dinners  of 
the  inoftinfolent  Luctfer  ;  they  have  deferved  to  fol¬ 
low  thofe  Oppipary,  and  (as they call’cm)  Princely 
Banquets  feafoned  vvith  the  moft  fweet  Salt  of  Grace, 
and  made  refplendant  with  the  Ihining  light  of  glory. 

But  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth,  and  Men,  ftran- 
gers  of  Heaven,  oppreftby  the  great  weight  of  a  Body, 
and  involved  in  the  thick  darknefs,  have  made  fo  long 
a  Journey  to  the  Country,  by  a  far  more  tedious  way 
of  travelling ;  for  the  Univerfal  occafion  of  defert  is 
not  fo  be  fnatch’d  by  thofe  in  the  Journey  of  Life  it 
felf,  and  thofe  under  the  terminacive  moment  follow¬ 
ing  the  Creation  i  but  they  ought  rather  ftudioufly 
and  laborioufly  to  take  this  by  a  continual  and  daily 
period  of  life,  even  to  their  death  :  Belides  that,  the 
Journey  to  the  Country  is  fo  hard  and  wearifome,and 
expofed  to  fo  many  dangers,  brings  fo  many  anxieties 
upon  ftrangers  every  where,  leads  them  into  fo  much 
anguilh  of  mind  and  troubleforae  folicitudcs,that  it  is 
plain,  that  not  humane  ability,  but  divine  grace  muft 
caufe,  that  ftrangers  are  not  deficient  in  the  way,  or 
that  they  do  not  wander  from  the  true  fcope  or  end  of 
their  Journey :  Which  would  be  the  fortune  of  every 
one  in  the  World,  unlefs  Chrift,  by  divine  Counfel 
conftituted  the  Parochian  of  the  whole  World, who  gi: 
veth  to  his  ftrangers  every  where  Salt  and  Wood, 
doth  recreate  and  refrefh  them,  and  alfo  lead  them 
into  the  way  that  direds  to  the  fame  Heavenly  Coun¬ 
try. 

This  may  fuffice  to  be  fpoken  of  the  fignature  of 
Salts.^  Metals^  and  Planet s.^  at  this  time.  He  that  dili¬ 
gently  weighs  it,  will  fearch  Nature  deeply  enough : 
If  God  grant  me  life,  I  fliall  publiih  a  Trad  of  the  Stg-. 

natures  of  Vegetables^  uinimals-,  and  Adinerals  \  alfo  in 

which  I  fhall  deliver  many  things  good  and  profitable 
for  all  forts  of  Men. 


O  Eternal,  Almighty ^  Bountiful^  and  Merciful  GOD 
.  and  Father,  the  Heat,  Light,  and  Sun  of  JufiicCy 
enlighten  and  warm  the  hearts  of  all  men,  overwhelmed 
with  a  Jleefy  numbnefs^Jhadowed  with  thick^darknefs,and 
made  rigid  by  an  horrid  coldnefs)  that  they  may  fee,  know, 
love,  and  fear  thee^  and  give  thee  due  Thanks  and  Praifes 
for  all  thy  benefits,  and  at  lafi  awakened,  they  tnay  receive 
that  fight  they  had  before  lofl • 

f^Eternal  Word  of  God, mofi  fweet  fwholfom,  and  pa- 
latable  Salt,  Jefus  C^rifi,  recreate  and  refrefh  our 
ftek^and  miferable  fouls,by  thy  Divine  Virtue  and  Efficacy^ 
that  we  being  corroborated)  neither  Death  n$r  the  Devil 
may  hurt  us.  > 

Holy  Ghofi,  the  only  Leader  to  Truth,  who  proceeded 


them  among  the  Angels  and  Citizens  of  Heuven,  and 


from  the  Eternal  Fire  and  Heavenly  Salt, comfort 
all  the  fudden  and  defarted  Sheep,  wandering  thispoiforPd 
f^MarJh  and  Valley  of  Mi fenes,  among  devouring  Wolves, 
^  and  corroborate  them,  that  they  may  patiently  endure  fheir 
Crofs  •  and  hereafter  feparate  them  from  the  ftinking 
GoatS)  and  bring  all  the  EleSi  into  the  green  and  heavenly 
Paftures,  that  there  they  may  continually  behold  the  eternal 
Lioht,  tafie  the  heavenly  Salt,  and  enjoy  the  fulnefs  of 
Joy,Pe4cej  Grace)  and  Mercy  for  ever.  Amen. 


Bbbb 


THE' 


t 


CONSOLATION 

NAVIGATORS. 

In  which  is  Taught 

How  they  who  Travel  by  Sea  may  prelerve  themfelves  from  Hunger  and  Thirft,' 

as  alfo  from  Difeafes,  which  are  wont  to  happen  to  them  in  long  Voyages. 

jittm  fo?  t^z  Ip,  Comfort,  anti  ^latt  of  all  tjofe  toSo  mafee  long  SUo^age^  fpj  (0o()ti  of  t^ziv  Country» 


THE  PR 

Reader, 

VR  SAVIOVR  C  HRiSThathfrefcri- 
hed  to  us  this  DoSirine,  that  we  jhould  behave 
our  felves  towards  our  Neighbour,  as  we 
would  that  he  fhould  do  to  us ;  yea^  that  we 
fhould  love  him  as  our  felves:  T-his  He  hath  earneftly 
commended  unto  us^  as  the  in'diffenjible  Will  of  Gody  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  But  although  there 
he  few  who  confder  this^  and  all  men  feekjonly  their  own, ' 
yet  one  or  other  is  fill  founds  who  calleth  this  duty  to  mind^ 
and  as  far  as  he  cany  taketh  every  opportunity  or  occafonof 
ferving  his  Neighbour,  Although  alfo  there  may  he  fome 
who  hear  a  love  to  others ^and  defire  to  affifi  them  with  their 
counfel  and  helpy  and  yet  are  deflitute  cf  a  power  of  giving 
them  any  thing  ;  for  no  man  can  di (tribute  more  than  he 
hath.  Jldoreovery  Covetoufnefs  and  Envy  fo far governeth 
fomCy  who  have  plenty  enough  to  beflow  upon  othersythat  they 
will  do  good  to  none  but  themfelves  ;  of  which  fort  there 
are  many  now  to  be  found  in  the  W or Idy  and  hence  Chari¬ 
ty  towards  our  Neighbour  is  wholly  vanijlsed. 

Seeing  therefore  that  the  Almighty^  of  His  flngular 
Grace  y  hath  befooled  on  me  a  f mall  Talent  y  in  fearching 
out  the  Secrets  of  Naturey  it  iSy  without  doubt y  to  the  end 
that  J  [hould  thereby  do  good  to  others  ^  which  Talent  I 
would  not  bury y  but  have  puttoufein  writing  particu¬ 
larly  from  year  to  y ear y  for  the  publickGocdy  and  being  af. 
febled  towards  my  Neighbour y  have  made  them  publick- 
/have  alfo  deter minedy  if  time  fhall  permit y  to  publijb  yet 
more  and  better  things  of  this  nature.  But  after  that  jome 
defcribed  Voyages  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies, 
and  other  far  difant  placeSyhai  happened  into  my  handsy 
J  perceivedy  not  without  great  admiration  what  immenfe 
dangers  occurr  on  the  SeaSy  not  only  from  Robbers  and  Py- 
rateSy  but  aljo  the  adverjitys  of  violent  Winds  ^  (to  pa/s  bv 
many  other  Calamities  in  flence')  by  which  the  Shipy  toge- 


E  F  A  C  E. 

ther  with  all  in  it  that  draw  breathy  are  overwhelmedy  and 
perijh  :  And  when  I  further  contemplate  thofe  things  with 
an  intent  mindy  nothing  feems  to  me  more  grievous  and  ins 
tolerable  than  Hunger  and  ThirfyOr  the  want  of  Meat  and 
Drinks,  which  jometimes  happeneth  to  Ships  by  adverfe 
Portune  :  For  when  they  are  overcome  by  the  hand  of  an 
Enemy-t  they  are  wont  indeed  to  jujfer  the  lofs  of  their 
GoodSybut  the  Lives  of  the  men  are  for  the  mcjbpartfa- 
ved ;  which  lofs  of  Goods  they  may  again  eafily  repair  by 
MerchandiHng  •  and  although  they  jhould  be  adjudged  to 
deathy yet  their  pain  would  quickly  have  an  end.  But  if 
through  an  ill  fate  of  necejfity  one  be  de/iitute  of  Bread  and 
Watery  and  be  forced  to  tear  another  in  pieces  to  eat^ 
that  is  of  all  the  highefi  misfortune  y  and  death  it  felfwere 
more  defir  able,  than  to  fuftain  extremities  and  mt jerks  of 
this  fort.  And  although  the  want  of  Food  doth  not  fo  fre¬ 
quently  happen^  yet  the  want  of  Water  often  falls  out 
whence  Seamen  are  grievoujly  tormented  with  Thirfty  to 
whomy  as  in  a  mofi  urgent  Calamity y  Mercy  and  Chrijiian 
Compaffion  ought  to  be  admini fired 'y  but.  Who  can  carry 
them  fuccour  afar  offy  and  in  a  tempefiuous  Sea  ?  And 
feeing  that  the  Profperity  o/Maritime  Countries  (where 
for  the  mofi  part  there  is  no  WinCy  no  Fruit s^  no  Mines  as 
in  the  upper  Germany,  and  other  places')  confifieth  only  in 
Navigation y  it  were  very  well  worth  the  while  that  this 
jhould  be  promoted  to  the  utmofi.  J  have  therefore  dili- 
^ntly  confidered  the  matter  with  my  [elfy  and  have  found 
a  Remedy  may  be  applied  to  this  Evij  viz.  the  want 
of  Meat  and  Drink^y  by  providing  in  time  an  Appara¬ 
tus,  or  certain  matter  to  be  carried  in  ShipSy  which  is  of 
far  greater  efficacy  in  mitigating  Hunger  and  Thirft, 
than  common  Bread  and  Water  •,  yeay  is  able  to  prevent 
and  expel  that  Difeafe  which  is  fo  familiar  to  Seamen,  to 
wity  the  Scurvy,  which  is  often  a  great  hindrance  to  Sai¬ 
ling  :  So  that  this  matter  may  be  carried  together  with  the 
ufual  ProvifionS)  as  a  PrefervativCy  and  m  cafe  of  necejfi- 
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ty  as  if  the  Ship  he  overmuch  harafs'd  with  Storms^  or  be 
hindredby  other  infelicities^  or  detained  longer  in  the  Voy- 
aqe  than  expeSled,  it  may  betaken  and ufed.  It  were  in¬ 
deed  to  be  wijhedj  that  thefe  materials  might  never  be  wan¬ 
ted  in  any  Ships,  but  as  the  old  Proverb  hath  it,  A  fuper- 
fluous  Caution  never  doth  hurt  •,  therefore  it  ts  alwaies 
better  to  have  a  thing  in  readtnefs,  which  we  do  not  aje, 
than  to  want  it  when  its  ufe  is  necejfary.  Sat  what  thofe 
materials  are,  of  which  1  [peak,  and  how  they  are  to' be 
ftfedwhenneedis,  I  fhaU  communicate  to  my  Neighbour, 
for  the  publickGood,  not  at  all  doubting,  but  that  this  in- 
ventionwill  prove  highly  pro^table  to  many  who  uje  the 

^^lie  Reader  now  under  ft  ands  what  hath  moved  meto  write 
this  Treatife,  viz.  the  love  of  my  Neighbour,  and  that  / 
have  not  compofed  it  only  for  the  fake  of  fome  few,  but 
that  I  have  emitted  it  to  the  punlick,  to  the  end,  that  thoje 
hiqhly  profitable  Inventions  might  afford  help  and  comfort 
to  aU  Mankind,  and  efpecially  to  alt  that  ufe  the  Seas,  and 
fuchwho  are  infirm  in  their  health  :  Nor  do  I  doubt  but 
that  this  my  fincerity  of  mind  will  be  agreat  prefervative, 
comfort  and  relief  to  thofe  who  pafs  the  Seas,  when  they 
are  in  danger,  by  the  benefit  of  which,  they  may  efcape  va¬ 
rious  Chances  and  many  Misfortunes,  or  beware  of  them 
for  the  future :  For  by  this  means  which  I  jhall  here  pro¬ 
duce  aqainft  Hunger  and  Thirfl,  or  other  Difeafes  which 
are  wont  to  affiilt  Sailors,  it  will  be  found,  that  what  I 
afcribe  to  them  may  be  fully  deduced  to  the  defired  effe^- 
jind  therefore  many  Thoufands  of  men  may  thence  receive 
Fruit  and  Profit,  as  long  as  the  World  Jhall  endure  ;  fothat 
all  who  travel  the  Ocean,  and  are  ajfitbled  with  any  Di- 
feafe  ouaht  to  rejoice,  and  give  Thanks  to  God. 

Now,  if  any  one  Jhould  yet  doubt  of  the  Juccejs  of  this 
matter,  (which  neverthelefs  is  Jhewed  from  fo  clear  and 
irrefraqable  Fundamentals )  I  leave  him  to  his  freedom, 
whether  he  will  put  the  matter  into  examination,  and  cer- 
tifie  himfelfofthe  Truth,  before  he  give  credit  to  it: 


Which  alfo  may  be  proved  in  a  fnall  (quantity ,  and  uot  on-, 
ly  on  the  Seas  in  F'oyages,  but  on  the  Land  alfo  in  the 
Hoiife,  amono  both  the  Sound  and  the  Sick.  Therefore  let 
no  man  vilifie  what  he  doth  not  under fl and,  but  let  him 
commit  the  thing  to  trial,  and  fee  its  reafon  and  cjuality, 
before  he  contemneth  it,  or  pafs  an  immature  Judgment , 
lefi  his  curiofity  or  imaginary  Wifdom  from  a  vain  tn- 
JlinSt ,  deceive  him,  or  confound  him  with  Jhame,  when  the 
proof  jhall  jhew  it  to  be  better  than  he  could  psrfwade  him-. 
Jelf. 

But  that  in  fome  places  I  have  ufed  obfeure  words,  and 
have  not  propofed  all  things  /0  clearly,  as  that  every  man 
will  be  able  to  under fiand  them,  let  no  man  wonder  at  this 
for  I  have  certain  reafons  for  fo  doing for  no  man  will 
have  any  prejudice  or  injury  thereby,  feeitig  that  neverthe¬ 
lefs  there  are  fuch  points  of  this  fort  elucidated,  which  will 
remain  after  me  jafe  and  found  :  Therefore  whatfoever 
the  Reader  Jhall  here  find  written,  let  him  ejieem  it  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  received  and  embr^aced,  as  the  Gift  of  God  the 
which,  if  I  find  to  be  gratef ally  accepted,  more  (God  wil¬ 
ling)  jhall  follow.  Alfo  to  all  thofe  who  Jhall  have  need,  I 
offer  the  Medicaments  afore faid,  profitable  againjh  Hun¬ 
ger  and  Thirfi,  and  all  Sea-faring  Difeafes,  a  good  quan¬ 
tity  of  which  I  will  caufe  to  be  prepared,  that  every  man 
may  uj'e  them  that  tpill,  and  thence  fatisfie  his  defire. 

Wherefore  it  is  the  interefi  of  any  to  whom  I  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  Preparation  of  this  Medicine,  to  betake  himfelf 
to  it,  and  when  need  Jhall  be,  he  will  not  be  unwilling  to  ufe 
it.  I  have  not  fought  my  felf  in  thefe  things,  being  con¬ 
tent  to  ferve  my  Neighbour  out  ofChrifiian  Chanty,  And 
although  this  my  good  Will  Jhall  not  be  accepted  by  foohjli 
and  ungrateful  men,  neverthelefs  G od  Jhall  have  the  praije, 
who  hath  committed  to  us  a  mutual  participation  of  love 
and  good  will,  which  alfo  in  his  own  time  will  grant  the 
beneff  of  this  to  be  derived  and  redound  to  my  Children 
after  me,  by  fome  pious  Souls,  of  which  /  make  no  doubt:, 
and  therefore  readily  acquit  fee  in  my  prefent  condition. 
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Now  to  come  to  the  Work  it  felf,  we  will 
point  out  the  Remedies,  whofe  ufe  is  fo 
neceflarily  required  in  Navigation,  and 
which  is  able  to  preferve  us  not  only  from 
the  prefTures  of  Hunger  and  Thirfl:,  but  alfo  from  the 
injury  of  Difeafes  and  they  are  no  other  than  Corn 
and  Water  concentrated,  or  reduced  into  a  more 
compact  and  narrow  compafs,  the  one  for  the  extin- 
guifliing  of  Hunger,  the  other  of  Thirfl:  •,  and  how 
they  are  both  to  be  concentrated,  and  adminiltrea  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  I  will  exaftly  deferibe  and  teach. 
And, 

I.  Of  the  Concentration  of  forrt  or  Grain, 

As  for  this,  it  is  fufficiently  explained  in  the  Fir fi 
Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany  ;  fo  that  it 
might  be  here  patTed  over neverthelefs  I  will  make 
this  fhort  repetition. 

Make  a  Malt  of  Wheat,  Barley,  Oats^  or  any  other 
Grain,  as  is  ufual  for  the  brewing  of  Beer, 


full Defeription,  Projp.  Germ.  p.  i .  tap. 2,]  and  extract 
all  the  ftrength  with  Water,  as  if  Beer  were  to  be 
made  thereof;  Afterwards  boil  this^  Liquor  away 
gently  in  broad  and  {hallow  Veflels  or  Coppers,  to  the 
confiftency  of  Honey  :  The  Dreggs  or  Grains  ferve 
for  Food  for  Cattel,  but  the  mPpilTated  liquor  or  juice 
may  be  commodioufly  carried  by  Sea,  and  at  pleafure 
may  be  made  into  Beer  with  a  mixture  of  Hop^and 
Water.  And  becaufe  for  the  mofl:  part  eight  Tuns 
of  Grain  afford  one  Tun  of  the  inffpilfated  Juice, every 
Tunof  Grain  m'aketh  aTunandan  half,  yea,  two 
Tuns  of  Beer,  for  eveVy  .Tun  of  Liquor  maketh  at  the 
leafl  eight,  ten,  twelve,  or-more  Tuns  of  Beer,  accor¬ 
ding  as  you  will  have  it  ftronger  or  ^ 

fore  it  is  eafier  and  cheaper  to  cary  in  a  fhip  one 
of  this  Juice,  than  ten  or  twelve  Hogfheads  of  Beer, 
which  eafily  corrupts  and  grows  fowre;  but  on  the 
contrary,  this  Liquor  being  kept  from  the  Air,  retai- 
neth  its  goodnefs  ^  and  this  is  of  Angular  advantage, 
feeing  that  good  freffi  Beer  may  be  made  of  this  juice. 
To  this  alfo  belongs  another  great  Commodity, 
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that  if  this  ]uice  be  mixed  inftead  of  \A  with 
Wheat  flower,  and  baked,  it  makes  an  efflcacious 
Bread,  which  afFovdeth  far  more  nouiilhment  to  lai- 
lers  than  their  common  Bread,  and  containelh  in  tt 
feif  fo  great  power,  that  it  can  refrefli  and  cheer' the 
Sick  :  For  which  reafon  onr  Anceftors  did  not  in  vain 
ufe  to  temper  fine  Flower  with  clarified  Honey  inftead 
of  Water,  and  make  Bread  thereof,  which  they  cal¬ 
led  Cakes  of  Life,  becaufe  they  were  a  great  fupport 
to  the  Humane  Body,  and  as  it  were  excited  the  Life 
it  felf:  Butin  our  daies  all  things  being  fubfervient 
to  Avarice,  you  may  fee  thofe  fweet  Cakes,  made  up 
with  common,  impure,  and  unclarified  Honey, which 
cannot  generate  much  good  blood,  or  juices  •,  but 
this  our  Bread  will  approve  it  felf  to  be  of  a  greater 
fweetnefs,  nobility, and  efficacy,  inafmuch  as  the  eli¬ 
cited  juice  of  Grain,  affiordeth  a  far  better  nourilh- 
inent  than  Honey.  But  if  any  defire  to  proceed  far= 
ther  with  it, this  concentrated  Liquor  of  Corn  will  yet 
afford  a  greater  utility,  vt^.  if  being  infpiffated  or 
brought  to  a  thick  confiftency,  it  be  mingled  with  fine 
Flower  of  the  befl:  Mault,  and  Bread  made  thereof, 
which  after  it  is  baked,  is  to  be  cut  into  pieces,  and 
again  pur  into  the  Oven,  till  it  be  dry  and  hard,  and 
then  put  up  into  Chefls  or  Hogflieads,  to  preferve  it 
from  the  Air,  and  fo  carried  to  Sea;  for  then  this 
Bread,  when  neceffity  requires,  may  be  infufed  in 
warm  Water  with  a  few  Hops,  and  excited  to  the  re¬ 
paration  of  its  feces,  and  it  will  acquire  the  fubftance 
of  Beer  :  But  that  which  doth  not  pafs  into  the  Li¬ 
quor,  nor  become  Beer,  may  be  heat  in  a  Kettle,  and 
Lome  Butter  put  to  it,  which  will  very  much  comfort 
the  languifhing  ftomachs  of  Seamen,  as  well,  or  better 
than  the  eating  of  Bread  foftened  in  Beer.  But  in 
regard  that  bitter  Potions  are  not  agreeable  to  all  Pa¬ 
lates,  it  may  alfo  be  made  into  Beer  without  Hops,  by 
mixing  the  bread  with  good  water  only,  and  after¬ 
wards  boiling  it  fortheevaporating  the  more  phlegma- 
tick  part,  which  will  have  a  pleafant  tafle.  But  this 
Bisket  alfo,  or  twice  baked  Bread,  may  be  ground 
fmall  in  a  Mill,  and  put  up  clofe  in  Casks,  and  prefer-- 
vedon  fhipboard.  Afterwards,  when  need  (hall  re¬ 
quire,  you  may  temper  it  with  warm  water,  and  in  an 
open  Hogfhead  ( which  yet  mult  have  a  bottom)  fuffer 
it  to  fettle,  and  clear  it  felf',  fothe  flower  afeendeth 
upwards,  and  the  w'ater  attradfeth  the  fweet  liquor, 
and  hence  becqueth  excellent  and  v.'holfom  Beer, 
which  if  it  be  drawn  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  Hogfhead 
runneth  as  clear,  as  if  it  had  been  made  fome  Months  s 
for  there  is  now'  a  reparation  made  of  the  pure  part  of 
the  Bread,  from  the  impure  orgrofs,  and  when  that 
which  is  fine  is  drawn  off,  the  grofs  part  may  alfo  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Velfel,  which  being  boiled  with  but¬ 
ter,  affords  a  fingular  pleafantnefs  to  thetafte;,  yea, 
alfo  is  of  a  greater  falubrity,  and  better  digeftion  in 
the  ftomach,  than  Peafe,  Beans,  or  French  Barley  boi¬ 
led  :  So  that  here  is  nothing  loff,  Bread  or  Meal  of 
this  fort  affording  good  Beer,  and  alfo  a  wholfom 
Food  to  eat.  And  thus  on  Ihipboard  one  may  at  any 
time  of  the  year  not  only  have  good  frefh  Beer,  but 
alfo  thence  may  be  made  good  Vinegar.  And  this| 
may  fuffice  to  have  briefly  taught  the  manner  of  miti¬ 
gating  Hunger  and  Thirft  by  concentrated  Corn. 

I  fliall  now  treat  of  the  Cure  of  Olfeafes,  to  which 
Seamen  are  liable,  and  whichoften  bring  death. 

Now,  if  you  regard  the  Nature  of  Man,  you  fhall 
generally  find,  that  he  ufeth  no  meafureor  mediocrity 
in  eating  and  drinking,  but  father  puts  down  fo  much 
till  his  belly  will  hold  no  more-  W'hich  Vice  one  man 
obtrudeth  upon  another,  under  the  Ihew  of  kindnefs 


and  good:will,  from  an  old  cuftom  and  enormous  a- 
bufe,  although  in  this  one  offends  more  than  another. 
Therefore  while  the  Appetite  is  more  liberally  indul¬ 
ged,  than  admitteth  of  a  good  digeftion,  the  Liver 
affiimeth  a  Chyle  which  is  fcarce  half  concoded : 
Whence  alfo  a  grofs  blood  is  generated  ;  and  fo  in 
procefs  of  time  the  Vifeera  are  filled  and  obflruded 
with  crafs  and  vifeous  humours  •,  hence  they  cannot 
perform  their  office  as  they  ought,  but  rather  many 
and  divers  Difeafesdo  arife,  according  as  the  heap  of 
crudities  encompafs  the  Fleih  covering  the  Joints,  ob- 
ftrud  the  Veins  and  Nerves,  and  deprave  all  the  me- 
dmms  of  nourifhment ;  therefore  when  the  Evil  com- 
eth  to  that  pafs, and  grows  prevalent,  the  whole  body 
is  fenfible  of  it,  but  chiefly  in  that  place  where  it  fix- 
eth  its  feat ;  And  hence  necelfarily  one  partfuffereth 
by  the  hurt  of  another,  till  at  length  all  the  powers  go 
to  decay,  and  the  whole  body  languifhelh,  and  cannot 
help  it  felf,  and  unlefs  fuccoure.d  by  Art,  dyetk 
•  For  thefe  caufes  Phylick  was  invented,  that  thofe 
Difeafes  arifing  from  intemperate  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing,  might  be  met  in  the  v;ay,  the  perverfe  Enemy  or 
primogenial  Vice  of  the  body  be  removed,  the  vifeous 
and  phlegmatick  Saburra  of  the  depraved  humours 
dilTolved  and  opened,  and  the  oppreffed  Members  ex- 
purged,  that  fo  the  body  may  again  recover  its  former 
healthful  effate ;  the  which  is  wont  to  be  done  by  di¬ 
vers  means,  and  in  various  manners,  according  as  .  the 
Phyfician  underftandeth  the  Difeafe  to  be,  fo  he  alfo 
affords  his  help,  vtz..  taking  it  away  by  Evacuations 
upwards  or  downwards,  by  Sweat  or  Urine,  or  by 
other  means,  as  the  nature  of  the  Difeafe  requireth. 
But  by  which  way  foever  the  recrements  of  the  malig¬ 
nity  bedilfipated  and  expelled,  and  the  inward  parts 
be  freed  from  them,  it  is  well,  and  the  Phyfician  hath 
performed  his  Office,  alfo  meriteth  Thanks  and  a 
due  Reward,  Therefore  \Vhofoever  well  underftan¬ 
deth  the  nature,  rife,  and  birth  of  difeafes,  and  alfo 
pofleffeth  a  good  Medicine,  or  can  obtain  one,  is  fitly 
qualified  for  a  Phyfician  ;  but  he  who  knoweth  not 
the  difeafe,  nor  is  alfo  furniffied  with  fit  and  cffica' 
cions  Medicines,  nor  knoweth  how  to  obtain  them» 
grievoufly  erreth  by  trying  Experiments  fo  long,  till 
the  Evil  more  and  more  encreafing,  the  Sick  at  length 
expires  ^  the  which  is  fo  well  known  that  it  needeth 
no  proof  i  fo  that  many  who  have  contraded  difeafes 
from  immoderate  eating  and  drinking,  are  afraid  to 
commit  themfelves  to  an  unskilful  Phyfician, but  chufe 
rather  to  cure  themfelves  by  abftinence  and  faffing, 
which  way  is  indeed  fafe,  although  it  be  tedious  and 
full  of  delay. 

Others  again  ufe  vulgar  and  trifling  Medicines,  and 
yet  recover  their  health,  tho’  late,  thinking  that  this 
happened  by  the  ufe  of  their  Medicine,  when  never- 
thelefs  the  length  of  time,and  the  fparingnefs  of  their 
meat  and  drink,  during  their  illnefs, whence  the  fuper- 
fluous  pravity  of  humours  hath  gradually  waff:ed,hach 
efFeded  this  j  which  alfo  fometimes  happens  to  thofe 
who  take  no  Phyfick  •,  but  by  how  much  the  greater 
the  pravity  of  the  humours  is,  by  fo  much  the  lon- 
j^er  it  will  be  before  Nature  will  be  able  without  help 
ll^overcome  and  expel  them.  The  which,  if  it  take 
4,  5,  or  6  weeks  to  accomplilh,  a  Phyliciari  fby  the  bes 
nefit  of  good  Medicines)  might  effed  it  in  2  or  3  days. 
So  great  is  the  difference  between  a  Cure  which  Na¬ 
ture  performeth  in  a  long  time,  and  that  which  is 
quickly  done  by  Art. 

But  here  it  may  be  objeded,  that  all  difeafes  take' 
not  their  beginning  fo  much  from  an  evil  and  fuper- 
fluous  humidity,  as  from  manifold  other  caufes,  one 
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from  this,  another  from  another  caufe-  j  receive  pleafure  or  piofit  by  it :  Therefore,  ifTaba- 

To^hk  lanfwrr,  that  all  thofe  affefts  of  the  Body  co  or  any  o:her  vulgar  ^lant  can  perform  o  many 
1  OtillS  i  aniv' pv  rrrpot-  ili.nrrc  h^jtiCT  v.-r  rm.lc.  Wiihour.  anv 

which  exiil:  in  the  skin,  and  do  not  proceed  trom  ex¬ 


ternal  accidents,  as  wounds,  bruifes, falls,  whence 

the  bruifing  of  the  body,  and  alfo  Death,  at  length 
haopcns,  do  draw  their  original  from  the  intempe-, 
ranee  of  eating  and  drinking,  which  adminifter  occa- 
fion,  and  furnilh  matter  to  noxious^  humours,  which 
hence  occupy  and  infeft  divers  Members for  one  part 
affeaeth  another,  till  the  whole  bocly  abounds,  and 
is  imbued  with  a  multitude  of  vifcous  _  humours- 
When  the  Stomach  is  over-gorged,  and  its  tone  is 
fpoiled,  it  centraaeth  cold  crudities,  andfal  s  into  a 
dangerous  eftate.  How  then  (hould  it  rightly  digeft 
the  Food  ?  and,  What  good  can  it  tranfmit  to  the  Li¬ 
ver  ?  And  feeing  the  Liver  receiveth  nothing  but 

what  is  evil  and  depraved.  What  can  that  procreate 
of  good,  and  difFufe  throughout  the  whole  body? 
Therefore  as  1  have  faid,  one  Member  mull  by 

another,  till  the  errour  become  common.  Whilll  a 
Tree  or  an  Herb  in  the  ground  remains  temperate, 
that  it  be  neither  too  wet  nor  too  dry,  its  root  draw- 
eth  from  the  earth  virtue,  and  imparteth  it  to  the 
trunk,  and  the  trunk  to  the  branches,  leaves,  flowers, 
and  fruit,  and  is  able  to  produce  fruit  conducible  to 
health,  for  many  years.  But  if  the  root  be  ill  placed, 
the  Salt  being  ill  difpofed,  whatfoever  the  flock  there 
finds,  it  affociates  to  it  felf,  and  alfo  communicateth 
the  fame,  and  no  better  to  the  branches :  _  And  it  it 
Hand  too  wet,  it  brings  forth  an  infalubrious  Fruit, 

which  by  reafonoftoo  much  moifture,  falleth  oft  be- 

fore  it  isripe.  in  whofc  ««d. 


and  fo  great  things,  being  yet  crude,  without  any 
preparation,  What  would  net  an  Extrahi  or  concen¬ 
trated  Effence  of  all  the  Vegetables  do,  being  rightly 
made  ?  which  nevertheiefs  ought  to  be  of  that  na- 
ture,  that  it  may  not  only  difpel  every  heap  of  malig¬ 
nant  humours,  but  alfo  llrengthcn  the  inward  parts, 
and  preferve  from  all  things  which  may  happen  in  the 
generating  of  a  Difeafe. 

Such  a  Medicine  is  that  which  I  hereprefent  to  all 
thofe  who  continually  ufe  the  Seas,  and  befides  the 
Scurvy, undergo  many  other  Difeafes  i  by  which  they 
may  not  only  efficacioufly  proteft  themfelves  againfl 
theaflaultsofDillempers,  and  hinder  their  progrefs 
when  already  began,  but  alfo  under  the  prefent  want 
of  Meat  and  Drink,  may  make  found  an  infirm  body  : 
But  how,  and  from  what  Ingredients  this  Euporifl 
may  be  made  and  prepared, needs  not  to  be  imnifefled 
to  everyone.  This  is  a  great  Gift  of  God, which  ought 
to  be  honoured,  and  not  prollituted  to  the  Unwor¬ 
thy.  Let  it  fuffice  at  this  time ,  that  fuch  a  Medica¬ 
ment  may  be  obtained  at  a  fmall  price  i  1  vyill  not  fuf- 
fer  it  to  be  buried  with  me,  but  will  leave  it  to  others, 
who  may  keep  it,  and  fell  it  to  thofe  who  defire  it  at 
a  reafonabic  rate. 

This  is  given  in  form  of  an  Electuary,  and  may^  be 
taken  fora  Prefervative,  daily,  or  every  fecond, third, 
or  fourth  day,  as  occafion  requireth,  in  the  quantity  of 
half  or  a  whole  Peafe,  upon  an  empty  floraach, falling 
tw'o  hours  after  it,  if  need  be,  but  if  nor.  Food  may 
be  taken  prefently  after  it,  although  it  is  better  to 


fore  it  isripe,  abftain  fome  hour^  :  But  when  a  Difeafe  hath  already 

anfing  from  putrefadion,  fpring  p,  invaded  a  man,  whether  it  be  Feyer^  Scurvy,  Heud.tcf}^ 

Catarrh,  or  any  other  Difeafe  infefling  Seamen,  let 
the  Patient  forthwith  fwallow  down  of  this  Eiedlua- 
ry  the  magnitude  of  an  ordinary  Peafe  (for  it  hath  no 
unpleafant  tafle)  and  fweat  if  he  can  •,  if  not,  let  him 
keep  however  a  very  moderate  Dyetall  the  day,  and 
in  Summer  time,  as  much  as  he  can,  avoid  the  intenfe 
heat,  and  in  Winter,  the  extremity  of  Cold  •,  the  next 
day  let  him  take  the  quantity  of  a  Peafe  or  two,  and 
fo  let  him  encreafe  or  diminifii  the  dofe,  according 
to  the  flate  of  the  Difeafe-  Thefe  things  being  well 
obferved,  all  Sicknefles  vyill  give  place.  _ 

If  a  man  carry  with  him  but  half  an  ounce  of  this 
Medicine  to  Sea,  in  a  long  Voyage,  he  will  poirefs  a 
Panacea,  both  for  the  preventing  and  curing  all  Di¬ 
feafes  incident  to  his  body.  _  •  1,  f 

This  is  of  very  great  ufe  and  profit  efpeciaily  tor 
Mailers  of  Ships,  to  whom  1  alfo  highly  recommend 
it  as  fuch,  and  not  to  them  only,  but  alfo  to  all  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  Earth,  to  whom’  it  promifeth  no  lets 
fuccefs.  If  a  Medicine  can  be  invented,  (befides  that 
univerfal  one  of  the  Philofophers)  accommodated  to 
all  difeafes,  truly  this  is  one',  and  will  perform  all, 
or  even  more  than  I  have  attributed  to  my  CathoUcon 
in  the  Second  Part  of  my  pharmac.  Spagyr.  that  is  a 
Powder,  but  this,  of  which  I  now  difeourfe,  an  Eleau- 
ary  prepared  of  certain  good  Ingredients  and  Sugar. 

I  affirm  again,  That  there  is  no  difeafe,  whether  inter¬ 
nal  or  external,  for  the  curing  of  which 
doth  not  fuffice  ;  for  it  doth  not  only  refill  me  te- 
ver  Scurvy,  and  Pox,  but  even  the  Gout  an  p  ly 
it  felf,  provided  they  be  not  too  much  fixed  and  radi¬ 
cated  ;  yea,  although  they  be  very  ^ 

cannot  be  throughly  rooted  out  by  this  Medicine, 
nevertheiefs  it  gives  relief  in  them,  and  tendei  s  t^hem 
more  tolerable,  and  hinders  the  accefiion  of  he  daily 
fits,  and  keeps  it  under.  Certamlj^whei  e  this  Med^^ 


do  not  endure  long. 

Again,  if  the  Root  Hand  too  dry,  it  cannot  whence 
have  juice  fufficient  to  nourifh  the  Tree,  and  bnng 
forth  Fruit,  but  will  by  degrees  wither  away  and  die. 
So  alfo  it  is  with  Men,  and  their  Difeafes  ^  for  accor¬ 
ding  as  their  Bodies  are  treated,  they_  are  healthful 
and  fruitful, or  elfe  difeafie.  Now  feeing  that  I  have 
proved  Difeafes  from  redundancy  or  humidity,  or 
from  drinefs,  it  will  be  eafie  to  provide  preventive 
Remedies  againfl:  them  ;  or  if  any  errour  or  delay 
fhould  happen  in  this,  it  may  be  amended  in  the  cu^ra- 
•tive  part,  by  which  the  Evil  may  be  abolifhed-  Thele 
are  required  to  be  of  that  nature  and  property,  that 
they  attrad  the  fuperfluous  and  pernicious  humours 
from  all  theVifeera  and  principal  Internal  Members 
of  the  whole  Body,  into  the  Ventricle,  conciliate  a 
new  concoftion  or  digelllon,  feparate  the  pure  from 
the  impure,  adjoin  the  one  to  the  Liver,  and  ejed 
the  other  by  Seige :  And  fo  the  body  is  not  only 
freed  from  depraved  burthen  fora  humours,  but  alfo 
recovereth  its  ilrength,  and  is  cured  of  all  Infirmities. 
Which  manner  of  Curing,  at  this  day,  the  more  the 
pity,  is  known  but  to  few  ^  feeing  that  it  is  not  to  be 
efieded  with  common  Herbs,  but  fomewhat  better  is 
required,  than  what  the  Philofophy  of  old  VV omen 
prefevibeth  :  Nevertheiefs  thereis  a  great  elfica^  in 
certaht  fiimoles ;  as  may  be  feen  in  Hellebore  or  He  e- 
borafiu,  hi  whofe  bentfit  the  Ancients  prolonge^ 
their  lives,  bv  the  daily  ufe  of  a  certain  dole  of..^ 
Moreover,  Tabaco  where  it  cometh  to  maturity,  ef- 
feilerh  thhrgs  to  be  admired,  being  rightly  prepared 
and  adminilired  •,  yea,  even  that  which  (being  crude) 
is  taken  in  Piper,  coolethand  refreiheth  the  body,  and 
alfo  in  lome  meafure  relieves  againfl  Hunger  and 
Thirlt  i  which  common  experience  daily  witnefieth- 
But  whence  this  Virtue  happens.  Tabaco  takers  nei¬ 
ther  know  nor  care,  but  acquiefee,  in  that  they  either 
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( ine  can  yield  no  help,  Nature  mufl;  be  wholly  ruined 
and  tired  out.  What  I  have  here  written,  is  the 
Truth,  which  I  am  able  to  prove  by  experience  j 
however  it  is  free  for  every  one  to  believe  or  not  be= 
lieve  me,  as  he  pleafeth:  Chriftian  Charity  to  my 
Neighbour  hath  compelled  me,  if  it  be  well  taken,  it 
is  well,  if  not,  I  have  done  my  part,  and  difeharged 
my  Confcience.  Nor  will  I  infill  any  farther  on  the 
praife  of  this  Panacea^\  have  faid  enough  to  thofe  who 
believe,  or  can  underftand  me. 

And  thus  1  have  fee  before  the  whole  World,  that 
Medicament  which  can  preferve  from,  and  cure  the 
mofl;  grievous  Difeafes  accompanying  Ships  and  Voy= 
ages,  and  alfo  relieve  in  the  extremity  of  Hunger. 

This  being  done,  there  yet  remains  another  Remedy 
whereby  the  Body  may  be  relieved,  and  refrelhed  in 
extremity  of  Thirft,  when  drink  is  wanting  •,  and  this 
is  done  by  Water  concentrated,  which  is  offo  great 
virtue,  tb.at  it  giveth  fuch  a  refrigeration  to  a  thirfty 
Palate,  that  in  the  whole  World  there  is  not  the  like. 
Seeing  therefor-e  that  in  long  Voyages  Water  is  often 
wanting,  and  putreheth  and  ftinketh,  it  will  be  very 
necelTary  here  to  declare  and  fiiew,  how  Thirft  may 
be  retrained  and  rendered  tolerable  in  time  of  necelTi- 
t3%  Then  alfo  how  common  Water  may  be  prefer- 
ved  from  corruption  ;  moreover,  that  one  Tun  may 
effed  as  much  for  the  quenching  of  Thirft,  as  other- 
wife  2  or  3  Tuns  of  common  Water  can.  Which  is 
not  only  my  faying,  but  the  Truth  it  felf;  as  I  will 
here  p^'ove  by  manifeft  teftimonies :  And  this  is  to  be 
done  as  I  have  faid,  by  Water  concentrated  and  coa¬ 
gulated.  But  whatthaf  is,.  I  will  firft  Ihew,  and  then 
by  vvhat  means  it  is  to  be  prepared  and  ufed. 

To  explain  the  genuine  Property  of  concentrated 
Water  to  many,  may  feem  unnecelfary,  in  regard  that 
Seamen  are  not  skilled  in  fuch  difeourfes,  nor  careful 
about  them ;  and  that  they  rather  belong  to  Thilofo- 
phers,  and  the  Contemplators  of  Nature,  that  they 
may  render  the  knowledge  of  them  familiar  to  them- 
felves :  But  this  T reatife  without  doubt  will  come  in: 
to  the  hands  of  wife  and  experienced  men,  as  well  as 
into  thole  who  ufe  the  Seas,  and  therefore  perhaps  I 
ih all  not  lofe  my  labour,  if  1  fomewhat  more  exadly 
deferibe  the  nature  of  that  water. 

It  is  fufficiently  evident  to  all  thofe  who  have  falu- 
tedbuttheThrefiiolds  of  Nature,  that  the  Omnipo: 
tent  God,  in  the  firft  Creation  of  the  World,  hath  fe= 
parated  the  Elements  from  the  rude  Chaos,  as  alfo  the 
Elements  from  one  another,  placing  the  Earth  in  the 
bottom  or  foundation  of  the  Center,  and  over  that  the 
Water,  over  the  Water  the  Air,  and  over  the  Air  the 
Fire  ;  fo  that  every  of  them  holdeth  its  own  recepta¬ 
cle  and  feat,  from  whence,  without  the  will  of  God,  it 
cannot  recede.  Neverthelefs,  we  find  that  one  al- 
waies  participates  of  the  other,  and  none  is  found 
without  another,  although  one  be  predominant  and 
vifible  ;  but  the  reft  exift  in  it  invifibly,  and  by  the 
skill  of  an  Artift,  may  vifibly  be  deduced  from  it.  So 
from  the  Earth  we  elicite  Air,  Water,  and  Fire ;  from 
the  vifible  Water,  natural  Earth, Air,and  Fire  ^  again, 
from  the  Air,  Earth,  Water,  and  Fife  -,  and  from  the 
Fire,  Air, ’Abater,  and  Earth.  Hence  the  Elements 
are  continually  circulated  from  one  fpecies  into  ano¬ 
ther,  which  indeed  we  do  not  obferveor  perceive, and 
no  Element  can  want  an  Element,  but  draweth  its  life 
and  nutriment  from  another.  The  Fire  cannot  burn 
without  Air  3  the  Fire  operateth  upon  the  Water, and 
of  it  maketh  Air  ;  the  Water  reftethinthe  Earth, and 
moifteneth  the  fame  3  the  Fire  impregnateth  the  Air  •, 
she  Air  infinuateth  the  Seed  into  the  Earth  j  the  Earth 
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nourilheth  and  cherifteth  the  Seed  unto  perfeiftion, 
and  afterwards  bringeth  to  light  what  it  hath  coricei* 
ved,  and  carried  in  its  belly. 

_Thefe  things  are  only  hinted  at  by  the  way, and  not 
without  caufe. 

But  to  return  to  our  concentrated  water,  that  we 
may  explain  its  nature,  know,  that  water  is  princit 
pmm  or  beginning  of  all  the  Elements  ;  which  thing 
is  fufficiently  manifeft,  and  may  be  feen  daily,  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  fdterraneaa  Mines  of  Metals,  whofe  inward 
bowels  are  fo  penetrated,  that  there  is  not  only  water, 
but  we  alfo  fee  it  to  be  quickly  tranfmuted  into  vari¬ 
ous  forms  ofMineral  Bodies,  the  which  without  is  fa¬ 
miliar  3  and  the  more  limpid  or  clear  the  water  is 
the  brighter  Stones  and  purer  Minerals  it  generateth : 
Of  which  you  may  read  more  in  that  Treatife,hri3e5e- 
cofidPart  of  the  Mineral  Workf}  where  I  have  deferi* 
bed  the  generation  of  Minerals  3  alfo  that  Flints  and 
Sand,  in  the  Earth,  Rivers,  and  Seas,  receive  their  en^ 
creafe  from  water, is  fufficiently  manifeft ;  for  all  fand 
was  primitively  water  only,  and  hath  pafied  out  of 
water  into  hard  fand  or  ftones,  and  into  which  it  may 
again  be  changed.  But  th  is  is  not  to  be  ufed  as  a  Re¬ 
medy  againft  Thirft,  becaufe  it  is  now  too  hard  and 
difficultly  returneth  to  its  firft  matter,  viz.^  Water 
except  by  the  benefit  of  another  fubjea:,  which  is  a  ml 
dwm  between  Sand,  Flints,  Cryftal,  and  common  wa¬ 
ter,  VIZ..  Salt,  which  hath  an  agreement  with  the  na¬ 
ture  both  of  common  water  and  that  of  ftones,  and 
may  be  eafily  changed  into  either  of  them  ^  as  you 
lhall  hereafter  hear.  But  this  concentrated  vvater’ 
which  I  here  propofe  for  the  vanquiffiing  of  Thirft 
and  refreffiing  of  the  body,  is  fait  prepared  and'  con* 
centrated,  either  of  the  waters  of  Mountains,  or  of  the 
Sea,  which  are  of  the  fame  goodnefs :  Of  which  after¬ 
wards  is  prepared  by  Art  a  water  fo  excellent,  that 
for  repreffing  of  Thirft  and  refreffiing  a  languid  body 
there  is  no  Remedy  in  the  world  may  be  compared  ta 
it- 

Here  fomeone  ignorant  of  natural  things  may  ob- 
jedt,  and  fay.  How  can  it  be  that  Salt  ffiould  repel 
Thirft,  feeing  that  when  it  is  eaten,  it  exciteth  and 
encreafeth  the  fame  ?  To  this  I  anfwer.  That  com¬ 
mon  fait,  as  it  is  firft  extrafted  or  boiled,  can  in  no 
wife  reftrain  the  Appetite  of  drinking, but  rather  pro* 
yoke  it,  except  its  pravity  be  firft  corredled  and  depu¬ 
rated  ;  for  every  fait  feems  to  have  laid  afide  its  na¬ 
ture  and  property,  fo  long  as  it  contains  earthy  and 
grofs  feces,  which  neverthelefs  may  be  removed  from 
it  by  fblution,  filtration,  and  coagulation  j  whence  al¬ 
fo  it  is  bitter,  aftringent,  and  hard  ;  but  this  harffinefs 
and  terreftreity  being  removed,  the  fait  remaineth  no 
longer  hard,  but  is  reduced  into  a  foft  and  fluid  Li*  ' 
quor,  not  fweet,butpleafantly  acid,  tailing  like  an 
Apple  or  the  ftones  of  Grapes.  And  this  purification 
mull  be  made  by  the  force  of  Fire,  viz.,  when  the  fait 
in  deftilling  is  fublimed  in  earthen  Veflels,  by  ftrong 
Flames ;  and  then  the  pureft  and  moll  noble  part  on¬ 
ly  afcendeth,and  the  more  grofs  and  earthy  remaineth 
in  the  bottom,  and  is  of  no  ufe ;  but  the  purer  part  is 
o^great  power  and  virtues,  not  only  againft  Thirft, 
hurts  alfo  very  neceflary  for  many  other  things,  as 
ffiall  hereafter  be  demonftrated.  That  otherwife  in 
impure  common  fait  a  great  Virtue  is  latent,  let  no 
man  doubt,  feeing  that  it  may  be  daily  obferved  • 
Wherefore  that  excellent  Philofopher  Plato  writeth” 
ihat  in  fait  there  ts  fomewhat  divine  3  and  accord  mg  to 

the  opinion  of  other  great  and  wife  men,  GOD  hath 
openly  manifefted  Himfelf  in  Fire  and  Salt,  and  the 
ancient  Philofophers  were  hence  taught  to  prepare 
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their  “Vnivcrfal  Medicine  •  which  Art  of  preparing 
they  have  called  Alchymy,  or  The  melting  of  Salt ;  but 
I  fpeak  not  this  by  experience,  in  regard  that  I  never 
yet  durfl:  attempt  fo  great  a  Secret,  being  contented 
vvith  fmaller  things ;  but  this  I  know,  and  have  divers 
times  done,  'viz,.  that  by  a  certain  Artifice)  I  have  pre¬ 
cipitated  from  common  Salt  forae  corporeal  Gold,  al¬ 
though  vyithout  profit,  and  only  to  fee  the  poffibility, 
which  without  thofe  precipitations  remaineth  fpiri- 
tual,and  at  length  by  them  obtaineth  a  corporeal  fub- 
Itance. 

Indeed  the  greatefl:  Myftery  of  the  whole  World 
confifteth  in  Fire  and  Salt,  and  with  thofe  two  C after 
God  j  nothing  may  be  compared  ;  for  the  Flame  rai- 
feth  Light  out  of  DarknefS)  which  otherwife  none  but 
God  can  do.  It  is  alfo  fit  to  reltore  life  to  the  dead) 
no  otherwife  than  the  warm  Sun  or  Oven  reviveth 
Worms,  Frogs,  Serpents,  Flies,  and  other  Infers, 
which  have  been  killed  by  the  Cold  ;  of  which  I  have 
made  mention  in  the  fecond  part  of  my  Pharmacop, 
Sp^gyr.  as  alfo  in  Miraculam  Mundi ^  and  its  Explica¬ 
tion.  Many  men  ufe  Fire)yet  know  not  what  they  have 
or  ufe :  So  alfo  it  happeneth  with  fait,  all  men  ufe  it 
out  of  cultom,  but  obferve  not  what  they  tafte.  Salt 
is  a  thing  of  great  moment  •,  by  it  we  give  ftrength  to 
relifl:  Corruption,  both  to  the  living  and  the  dead. 

And  fo  it  is,  that  if  men  had  not  fait,  or  at  the  leafl: 
thofe  Plants  and  Fruits,in  which  it  dwells,  they  would 
putrefie  while  yet  living.  Which  would  alfo  happen 
to  Cattel,  if  they  did  not  eat  Grafs,  which  contains  in 
it  felf  its  own  fait,  and  fufficeth  them  in  feeding  •,  ne- 
yerthelefs  if  fomething  better  were  given  them  with 
it,  it  would  be  very  profitable  for  them  ;  for  if  to  hor¬ 
ned  Beafts,  as  alfo  Hogs,  fome  faltnefs  were  given 
with  their  meat  and  drink,they  would  thereby  acquire 
much  ftrength  and  fatnefs. 

Seeing  therefore  that  Salt,  whilft  it  is  yet  grofsand 
rude,  and  defiled  with  many  impurities,  performeth 
fuch  things  in  living  Creatures,  and  preferveth  Flefh 
and  Filh,  as  alfo  all  Herbs  and  Grafs,  long  from  Cor¬ 
ruption  •,  What  could  not  fuch  a  fait  do,  which  by  the 
help  of  Art  hath  received  a  greater  purity  than  Na¬ 
ture  hath  bellowed  upon  it  ?  For  the  Fire  containeth 
a  power  ofcorreding  and  purifying  fait,  and  conver¬ 
ting  it  into  a  finer  and  better  fubftance-  The  common 
falts  which  we  daily  ufe,  do  indeed  give  a  relifh  to  all 
Edibles,  and  preferve  them  from  putrefadion ;  yet 
neverthelefs  they  dry,  aftringe,  and  bind  the  belly^  ah 
fo  excite  Xhirft  j  butfalt  being  redified  and  depura¬ 
ted,  communicateth  a  fweet  and  grateful  tafte,  alfo 
more  powerfully  refifteth  Corruption  than  the  other, 
neither  doth  it  bind  the  belly,  but  keepeth  it  foluble, 
expelleth  Urine ;  nor  doth  it  caufe  Thirft,but  rather 
taketh  it  away  both  from  the  fick  and  found  :  So  great 
a  difference  is  there  between  the  common  and  corro¬ 
ded  and  depurated  fait,  which  Rufticks  little  under- 
ftand.  The  nature  and  property  of  common  fait  is 
known  to  every  one,  as  far  as  concerns  the  Kitchin, 
but  the  redified  is  known  to  few :  And  the  Spirit  of 
Salt,  which  is  in  ufe  in  Apothecaries  Ihops,  and  which 
tney  alfo  fell,  being  for  the  moft  part  not  rightly  pre- 
pared,  effedeth  little,  and  therefore  not  frequently 
ufed  :  But  if  it  were  made  and  redified  as  it  fhould  be. 

It  w'ould  not  only  have  a  pleafanter  tafte,  but  alfo  a 
better  operation.  So  many  things  bear  Names  which 
are  not  agieeable  to  the  thing,  and  therefore  cannot 
perform  what  is  expeded  ffom  them. 

The  Ancients  have  aferibed  great  Virtues  to  Spirit 
of  Salt  in  Medicine,  which  it  indeed  hath,  if  after  its 
deftillation  it  be  well  redified  and  dephlegmed  ^  but  if 
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it  be  admmiftred  fo  cru^ is  it  afcendTthe  firft  time* 

Sood,  inafmuch 

as  a  great  deal  of  terreftreicy  comes  over  with  it 
which  in  the  redify.ing  remaineth  in  the  bottom  of  the 

rhnnan^v"  ^^^ingent  fait.  And  al- 

IpI?  enough  known  to  foine,neverthe- 

the 

ipirit  in  redification  lofeth  a  great  part  of  its  weight 
by  feparating  its  fuperfluities.  ^^^sweignt, 

I  taught,  many  years  fince,  how  to  prepare  the  fpi- 
nt  of  fait  in  quantity,  whofe  defeription  is  alfo  exad- 
y  fet  down  in  the  firfi  and  fecond  part  of  my  Furnaces, 
It  alfo  demonftrateth  its  utility  in  Metallicks ;  as  ma- 
nifeftly  appears  in  the  firfi  part  of  my  Mineral  Work-, 
where  the  manner  of  extrading  Gold  fromStones,by 

tald  bp  Altho’the  fpirltfor  that  work 

mould  be  prepared  after  another  manner,  than  that 
w  mh  IS  to  be  ufed  at  Sea,  or  on  Ihore,  for  the  curing 
Difeafes  or  reprefling  of  Thirft ;  wherefore  I’ll  firft 
teach  the  way  ofmaking  this,  and  then  alfo  fliew  its 

As  for  the  manner  of  anatomiflng  Salt  by  Fire  and 

Art,  and  tranfmutingir  into  a  pure  and  fweet  fnirit. 
It  IS  various,  for  one  ufeth  this,  another  another  way, 
as  I  alio  have  taught  divers  waies,  in  the  firfi  andfccold 
part  of  my  Furnaces-.^  but  here  I  will  appoint  another 
which  IS  the  beft  and  moft  commodious  for  theufts 
treated  of  in  this  Book,  and  is  thus  to  be  performed. 
Get  fome  ftrong  Retorts  made  of  good  Earth  (but 

following  mixture 
of  Salt  and  Earth,  then  according  to  Art,deftil  thence 
a  fpirit  gratefully  acid,  which  duly  redifie,and  it  will 
be  prepared  for  Ufe.  The  fait  is  to  be  thus  prepared' 
fordeftillation:  Fill  a  great  Crucible  with  Sea-falt' 
which  cover  with  an  earthen  Cover,  and  by  degrees' 
put  Fire  about  it  of  flaming  Coals,  encreafing  it,  until 
the  fait  be  all  over  red-hot  i  this  being  done,  prkent- 
ly  remove  it  from  the  fire,  and  let  it  cool ;  by  this 
means,  if  any  greafie  fordes,  or  other  combuftible  iin- 
puriqes,  to  the  falt,they  will  be  confumed  and 
vanilh.  ^  DilTolvc  the  fait  in  common  water,  filter  or 
ftrain  it  through  a  fine  clofe  Linen  Cloth,  that  the 
feces  may  befeparated;  the  clear  Liquor  evaporate 
in  an  earthen  glazed  VelTel,  till  the  Cuticula  appear 
then  make  little  balls  of  clay  and  fand, about  the  big- 
nefs  of  Walnuts  or  pigeons  Eggs ;  dry  them,  and  heat 
theni  red-hot  in  an  earthen  V eflel,  and  fo  the  fat  fpi- 
nt  of  the  Earth  will  be  burnt  away ;  then  imbibe  thofe 
balls  with  your  ftrong  fait  water,  by  letting  them  re¬ 
main  in  It  for  fome  hours,  that  they  may  drink  in  as 
much  of  it  as  they  can,  then  take  them  out,  and  drv 
them  :  With  thefe  fill  your  Retorts,  and  adminifter 
Fire  by  degrees,  and  at  length  urge  with  the  ftrongeft 
flames,  ft  long,  till  they  emit  no  more  fume,  for  then 

forth  ;  The  Receiver  muft  be 
of  Glafs,  and  very  large,  in  whofe  bottom  muft  alfo  be 
a  little  water,  to  attraft  and  condenfe  the  fpirit-  The 
Deftillation  being  finilhed,  the  fpirit  is  to  be  rectified 
by  It  felf  in  a  low  Cucurbit  in  fand,  and  firft  the  water 
or  phlegm  will  come  over,  fwhich  you  may  keep  for 
another  deftillation  J  then  the  pure  and  fweet  fpirit 
will  rife  limpid  and  clear,  and  an  unpleafant  fait  will 
remain  in  the  bottom,  which  is  to  be  caftaway,  and 
the  fpirit  to  be  kept  for  theufes  to  be  fliewed  here¬ 
after. 

But  ifyou  defire  to  have  the  fpirit  yet  more  pure, 
and  eflicacioiis,  you  may  reftifie  it  again  upon  calcined 
or  powdered  Flints,  which  will  retain  in  the  bottom 
whatfoeverisyet  grofs  or  impure,  and  the  fpirit  will 
be  rendered  very  pure  and  fubtile  i  for  the  Flint  at  the 

firft 
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firfl  was  Water  and  Salt,  and  hence  both  contain  i^n 
Themfelvesfo  llreight  a  communion. ,  This  may  oe 
f-eii  arnonn  the  Giafs-niakers,  who  reduce  Sand  or 

Finns  into  clean  nefs  by  melting  tta  thence  ^ 

make  Durc  Glafs  •,  for  Sait  in  the  Fife  dillolvethSand, 
Flint  Cr V If al,  and  together  with  them  receiveth  the 
Eflb  ce  of  Glafs  I  yeJ,  and  thefe  very  fpec.cs  and 
n  aaers,  by  the  help  of  an  Salt,  are  refolved  in. 

diaphlnons  Glafs,  which  being  pnt  into  cona^^oon 
Water,  melt  like  Sait ;  of  '^bich  1  have  difcom  e 

the  Third  Part  of  ny  Furnaces,  When  we  deltil  the 
aforefaid  redified  Spirit  of  Salt  ag'fin  from  pow^ered 
Flints,  from  the  innate  love  which-  it  hath  tp 
Flints,  it  carrieth  fome  part  of  them  upwards  with  it 
felf,  and  is  made  better  for  ufe  in  all  Difeafes,  erpeci- 
ally  in  the  Droffle,  Stone,  and  Gout  it  is  an  excellent 
Medicine.  The  Flinty  remaining  in  thebottomoyielcl 
a  water  which  diflblveth  thehardelfc  Cryftals,  and  is 
acid  like  the  fpirit  of  Salt, and  nothing  elfe  but  paitot 
it  coagulated  with  them,  and  n.a^  be  admmiltredinall 
cafes  as  the  Spirit  of  Salt.  . 

Let  no  man  wonder  that  I  afcribe  more  to  this  Spi¬ 
rit  redlified  with  Flints,  than  to  any  other  common 
fpirit  of  fait;  for  few  know  what  Virtues  are  latent 
in  flints  or  fand.  All  Birds  and  fourTooted  Animals 
ufe  fand.  Many  men  adminifter  the  powder^ot  F  lints 

and  Crvftal,  for  the  corroborating  of  weak  Itomaehs. 
Hens  devour  Sand  and  fmall  Pebbles,  that  they  niay 
thence  have  matter  for  their  Eggfhels,  and  being  de^ 
barred  of  it,  lay  Eggs  without  Ms.  ^ 

affirm,  That  this  fpirit  of  Salt,  abftraded  from  flints, 
to  be  better  in  many  Difeafes  than  the  common  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  efpecially  the  Cryftals,  or  fpirit  of  fait  coagu- 

lated,ofwhich  we  have  above  made  mention. 

Let  thisfuffice  concerning  the  Preparation  ot  ipirit 
of  fait.  Now  we  will  alfo  teach,  how  it  is  to  be  admi- 
niftred  either  at  Sea  or  on  Shore,  for  the  repelling  or 
Thirft’,  and  the  Cure  of  Difeafes :  To  what  other  pur- 
pofesthe  fpirit  of  fait  ferves,  befides  Medicine,!  have 
(hewed  elfewhere  ;  here  my  intention  is  only  to  lig- 
nifie  of  what  great  ufe  and  profit  it  may  be  in  V  oyages 
to  Sea,  which  was  the  only  occafion  of  writing  this 

Treatife.  r 


Of  the  Vfe  of  Spirit  of  Salt  in  Ships ,  againjl 
Thirfl^  and  alfo  the  Scurvy. 


N  the  firft  place, this  fpirit  is  profitable  to  the  body, 
^  when  a  fmall  quantity  of  it  is  put  into  the  Hogffieads 
of  Water,  whereof  Seamen  and  Souldiers  drink,  to 
which  it  gives  a  grateful  acidity,  like  that  of  Wine, 
and  is  far  more  effeftual  in  quenching  of  Thirft,  and 
in  lefs  quantity  than  other  Water,  and  befides  pre- 
lerves  the  Water  from  corruption  and  ftinking,which 
otherwife  in  long  Voyages  it  is  wont  to  fuffer, contra- 
dting  a  mnddinefs,  blacknefs,  and  breeding  Worms, 
which  generate  the  ;  for  the  Water  containing 

the  fpirit  of  fait,  cannot  corrupt ;  which  fpirit  alio 

preferveth  other  things,  both  living  and  dead,  front 
putrefadion.  And  becaufethe  water  with  the  acid 
fpirit  of  fait  extinguiffieth  Thirft  more  than  any  other, 
it  necelTarily  follows,  that  fo  great  a  quantity  of  water 
need  not  be  carried  fora  Voyage,_as  otherwife  is  ufu- 
al.  Moreover,  feeing  that  the  fpirit  of  fait  refifteth  all 
putrefaction,  it  fuffereth  not  the  Scurvy  to  take  root, 
for  it  refrefheth  and  exhilarateth  a  man  with  great 
vigour,  corroborateth  the  ftomach,  and  all  the  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  body,  it  confumeth  pituitous  matter  in  the 
Reinsand  B ladder, expelkth  Urine  and  Stone,. keepeth 
the  Belly  foluble,  promoteth  digeftion  ;  it  fuflereth  no 
Difeafe  to  grow  from  corruption  of  the  Blood,  to 
which  otherwife  Sea-faring  men  arefubjeCt:  Moreo-, 
ver,  it  exerteth  its  falutiferous  Virtues,  if  a  little  of  it 
be  mingled  with  Wine  and  Beer,  in  Ships,  which  will 
long  preferve  it  in  its  goodnefi.  and  finterity,  caufing 
it  the  better  to  reprefs  Thirft,  and  therefore  to  go  the 
farther  in  ufe.  Alfo  Beef,  Mutton,  and  Veal  may  by 
it  be  preferved  a  longtime-,  if  they  be  put  into 
ftone  pots,  and  powdered  or  condited  wth  lome  fair, 
diffolved  in  the  fpirit  of  fair.  N'everrhelcfs  it  beho- 
veth  that  the  Flefli  be  withoui:  many  Bones,  and  that 
all  the  legs,  ffiins,  or  fiianks  be  cut  oiF.  Moreover,  3 
very  fmall  quantity  of  the  fpirit  being  adoed  to  the 
water  in  which  Fiffi  is  to  beboiled,  maketh  the  Fifli 
eat  firm  and  clofe,and  of  a  much  folider  reliffi  than 
when  fprinkled  with  Vinegar.  So  alfo  Raifins  being 
put  into  water  impregnated  with  fpirit  of  fait,  will 
■  grow  fofc,  and  fwcll,  and  will  recover  their  ftrength 
and  fweetnefs,  as  if  they  were  freffi  plucked  from  the 
Vine,  which  will  afford  a  great  refrelhment  to  thofe 
who  frequent  the  Seas. 

In  a  word,  this  fpirit  may  commodioufly  be  ufed, 
not  only  in  Water,  Wine,  or  Beer,  but  alfo  in  all  forts 
of  Food  in  Ships*,  foritgivetha  very  pleafant  tafte 
to  all  meat  and  drink,  and  correClech  them  fo,  that 
they  become  more  whollbm.  It  hath  alfo  another 
very  profitable  ufe,  viz..  If  in  hot  weather  but  one 
drop,  or  fo  fmall  a  part  of  the  coagulated  fpirit, as  the 
magnitude  of  an  Hempfeed,  be  mixed  with  fugar  and 
held  upon  the  Tongue  ;  for  it  fo  cooleth  the  mouth, 
and  allayeth  Thirft,  that  there  will  be  no  need  of  bad 
Water  or  Beer,  by  which  the  body  is  more  violated 
than  corroborated,  through  drinking  often  and  much 
of  them.  Nor  is  this  the  leaft  of  its  virtues,  that 
when  in  a  long  Voyage  there  is  a  want  of  water,a  lit¬ 
tle  more  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  may  be  put  into  it  than 
will  ferve  for  a  grateful  acidity ;  for  fo  it  will  quench 
Thirft  for  a  longer  time,  and  in  a  lefs  quantity  than 
otherwife  a  greater  quantity  of  water  can  do  Yea, 
although  the  Ship  Ihould  be  call  away,  and  the  men 
forced  to  betake  themfelves  to  their  Boat,  or  broken 
pieces  of  the  Ship,  as  it  often  happens,  if  they  have 
but  an  ounce  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  in  a  Glafs,  or  half  ft> 
much  ofit  coagulated,  in  defect  of  Drink,  they  may 
fuftain  their  lives  and  health  therewith  fo  long,  till  it 
pleafe  God  to  afford  them  a  means  of  getting  to  fhore; 
nor  will  they  be  forced  to  drink  their  own  Urine,  or 

Sea-water,  which  is  pernicious. 

Thefe  and  the  like  Virtues  the  fpirit  of  fait  fhew- 
eth  in  Ships,  which  for  brevity  fake,  are  not  all  decla- 

^^1  have  alfo  meditated  how  the  Sea- water  may  be 
made  fweet  and  drinkable  by  precipitation,  which 
would  be  very  defirable  in  want  of  water  :  And  fo  far 
I  have  attained,  that  I  can  precipitate  a  good  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  fait  from  the  water,  which  alfo  becomes 
much  fweeter,  but  yet  not  fo  fully,  but  fome  faltnefs 
remains  in  it-  Although  in  cafe  of  neceffity  this  wa¬ 
ter  may  be  ufed  in  Ships  for  the  boiling  of  Peafe  and 
Beans,  as  alfo  for  the  fermenting  of  concentrated  Corn, 
What  I  now  know  concerning  this  precipitation,  I 
will  make  manifeft  for  the  good  of  my  Neighbour, and 
ffiewa  good  beginning  how  Sea- water  may  be  made  fit 
to  drink- 


There  is  a  certain  kind  of  Mineral  called  Mary‘>s 
Ice’  it  is  not  the  ATifcovian  Glafs,  as  peihaps  fbm? 
may  think,  but  another  thing  ;  when  it  is  heat  reddiot 

in 


Part  I. 


of  Navigator f. 


in  the  fire,  anjl  fo  call  into  Sea-water,  it  is  prefently 
reduced  to  a  tender  and  white  powder ;  which  being 
done,  the  Water  will  be  agitated  and  moved  hither 
and  thither-,  then  the  ^Powder  attradleth  to  it  felf 
part  of  the  Salt  from  the  Water,  and  fettleth  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Vellel,  and  the  Water  groweth  clear, 
which  may  be  poured  out,  and  if  this  labour  be  once  or 
twice  repeated,  the  Water,  by  this  precipitation,  will 
indeed  be  made  fwecter,  but  not  altogether  potable. 

'  Alfo  the  fait  or  folution  of  Saturn  difmifieth  much  of 
I  the  fait  from  Sea-.water,  yet  by  that  it  is  not  rendered 
'  drinkable.  Thebeft  way  which  I  now  know,  is  this 
!  which  follows, but  it  is  fomewhat  coftly  :  Neverthelefs 
I  when  necelTity  urgeth,  fweet  and  good  water  profiteth 
!  a  man  more  than  a  Bond  of  an  hundred  pieces  of  Gold. 

!  Hence  this  Art  deferveth  to  be  honoured,  although  it 

I  be  coftly  ;  for  a  man  ready  to  die  with  Thirft  would 

give  all  he  hath  for  a  draught  of  Water  to  fave  his 
'  Life  :  Wherefore  fomewhat  of  this  precipitation  may 
i  be  committed  to  Ships,  for  their  prefervation,  which 
I  may  be  ufed  in  great  neceflity,  but  if  no  fuch  be,  it 

I  may  be  brought  home  again,  and  kept  for  another 

i  Voyage,  feeing  that  it  will  in  no  wife  decay,  but  be  as 
good  after  an  hundred  years,  as  the  firft  day  of  its  pre- 
j  paration. 

!  But  what  this  is,  there  is  no  need  openly  to  divulge, 

■  but  he  who  defireth  it,  may  come  to  me  and  haver  it : 
But  for  the  information  of  thofe  who  are  skilful  in 
Chym'firy-,  I  will  intimate  this ;  That  the  precipitation 
;  of  Salt  from  Water,  is  neceflarily  to  be  performed  by 
a  fingular  fand,  which  doth  not  only  drive  fait  down¬ 
wards,  but  alfo  all  Phlegm,  Sordes,  and  Impurities ;  fo 
that  although  the  water  Ihould  be  like  to  a  Fen  or 
Dunghill  in  filth  and  ftink,  by  the  benefit  of  this  pre¬ 
cipitation,  in  a  few  hours,  it  Ihould  become  like  clear 
Fountain  water,  becaufe  the  evil  odour  and  tafte  would 
alfo  be  precipitated. 

The  fame  may  be  done  in  all  Waters,  how  nafty 
and  muddy  foever,  and  not  only  in  Waters,  but  alfo 
in  all  potable  Liquors,  as  Wine  and  Beer,  although 
the  Wine  werered,  feeing  that  the  precipitation  taft- 
eth  to  the  bottom  all  muddinefs,  colour,  and  ftink. 
i  And  hence  not  only  thofe  Liquors,  which  are  changed 
j  red  by  corruption,or  other  accident, but  alfo  Cryftals, 

!  which  are  red  by  nature,  may  be  reduced  to  a  perfpi- 
cuous  clarity  -,  which  is  a  thing  very  profitable  for 
Vintners^  for  otherwifethe  Sea- waters  become  fweet 
when  they  are  carried  far  through  common  fand, which 
imbibeth  their  fait  -,  for  thofe  two  have  a  mutual  com¬ 
munion  and  communication,feeing  that  both  are  gene= 
rated  of  Water  ;  hence  alfo,  by  the  fire,  they  are  re- 
•  folved  into  a  dry  Water,  or  pellucid  Glafs.  Whence 
any  man  knowing  in  the  nature  of  things,  may  appre- 
i  hend,  that  this  precipitation  of  Sea=water  is  built  upon 
j  a  foundation  agreeable  to  Nature. 

I  My  uilexipbarmac-,  or  Mineral- Eledtuary,  before 
mentioned,  as  alfo  the  Spirit  and  Cryftals  of  Salt,may 
be  adminiftred,  as  well  at  Land  as  on  Sea,  againft  the 
i  Scurvy^Fevers^  and  other  Difeafes. 
j  And  although  in  the  Second  Part  of  my  Pharmacop. 

I  have  already  deferibed  a  certain  Mineral  Remedy, 
under  the  Title  of  zPanacea^  and  commended  it.a- 
1  gainft  all  Difeafes,  by  which  admirable  Cures  are  e’ry 
I  where  done,  yet  I  prefer  my  Mineral  Eledluary  before 
;  that,  becaufe  it  is  more  accommodated  to  ufe,  feeing 
j  that  when  need  requires,  it  may  be  taken  out  of  a  Box 

!  with  a  Knife  only ;  neither  is  there  need  of  any  Vehi- 

1  clc,  as  Wine,  Beer,  or  others,  which  are  necelTary  to 
I  be  ufed  with  the  Panacea  \  neither  is  there  need  of 
.  weighing  it,  but  tnay  be  proportioned  by  the  Eye,  ac¬ 


cording  to  the  age  and  ftrength  of  the  lick.  Thofe 
who  are  of  full  age  and  ftrength,  may  take  as  much  of 
the  Eledtuary  upon  a  failing  ftomach  as  will  equal  the 
tnagnitude  of  a  Peafe,  and  fall  fome  hours  after  it,  if 
time  and  opportunity, perm  it  -,  alfo  Jet  the  Patient 
avoid  the  cold  Air,  and  the  heat  of  the  Sun  in  hot  fea- 
fons.  It  is  to  be  taken  twice,  four  times,  or  oftner,  in 
a  week,  according  to  the  neceflity  of  the  lick, to  which 
it  muft  alfo  be  proportioned  by  encreafing  or  dimini- 
fliing  the  Dofe ;  for  if  one  grain  Ihould  not  work,the 
Patient  may  take  tw'o,  afeending  to  3  or  4,  if  need  be. 
Whena  fmall'Dofe  is  adminiftred, it  works  infenfibly; 
if  a  little  more,  then  it  worketh  by  ftool,  and  foroe- 
times  by  vomit,  when  it  findethdifealie  matter  in  the 
ftomach;  if  it  findeth  depraved  fait  humours,  itcaft- 
eth  them  out  by  fweat,  fpitting,  or  urine,and  through¬ 
ly  purgeth  the  body  from  every  evil.  In  brief,  I  lly, 
it  greatly  purifieth  the  Blood,  openeth  all  obftruftions 
of  the  internal  principal  members,  as  the  LiverySpleen^ 
and  Z«?7^;,beyond  all  Phlegmagogues :  It  hindereth  the 
growth  of  all  Apoftemations  both  within  and  without 
the  body  ;  it  confumeth  f /«ww  and  Catarrhs^  which 
fall  upon  the  Eyes,Ears,and  Teeth  it  exterminateth 
the  venereal  Bow  in  a  Ihort  time;  it  alfo  cureth  the 
Dropfe^  Leprofie^  Gom^  and  F ailing. ficknefs^  both  in  old 
and  young ;  expelleth  the  Stone  both  of  the  Kidneys 
and  Bladder  ;  cureth  all  forts  of  Fevers  •  and  laftly, 
it  healeth  all  inward  and  outward  Wounds  and  Vlcers^ 
being  taken  inwardly ,  and  a  due  Diet  obferved. 

This  is  a  fafe  and  approved  Medicine  in  the  cure  of 
all  curable  difeafes,  nor  doth  it  fail  to  help  in  invete¬ 
rate  affedts,  viz,,  when  a  difeafe  hath  been  long  grow¬ 
ing,  and  is  now  firmly  rooted  and  fixed,  that  it  cannot 
be  totally  expelled,  as  thzGout  and  Stone,,  yet  then  this 
Medicine  mitigateth  the  pain,  and  maketh  the  Fits 
,  flower  and  more  tolerable,  and  fuftcreth  not  the  Di-. 
I  fea[e  to  encreafe,  but  to  be  more  and  more  abated  and 
diminifhed.  It  cures  all  Scabs  and  Ringworms,,  or  Tar¬ 
ter/,  proceeding  from  an  impure  Blood  and  Liver,  on¬ 
ly  by  taking  it  inwardly,  without  any  outward  unfti- 
ons.  What  lhall  I  fay  more  }  This  Medicine  cannon 
be  fufficiently  praifed,  feeing  that  it  operateth  univer- 
fally  againft  all  the  difeafes  both  of  Men  and  Beafts : 
But  I  muft  forbear,  for  if  I  Ihould  (hew  all  its  Virtues, 
this  Treatife  would  fwell  to  too  great  a  bulk. 

In  Towns,  and  other  places  where  the 

Scurvy  is  regnant,  a  better  Medicine  than  this  cannot 
be  found, for  it  removethall  pravity  of  Humours,  from 
which  fuch  difeafes  proceed  ;  itpreferveth  from  the 
Plague,,  and  other  Contagions, and  happily  cureth  their 
Infeftions  it  ftrengtheneth  the  Memory,  Heart,  and 
Brain;  preferveth  from  the  and  its  Concomi¬ 
tants  :  In  time  it  reftoreth  thofe  who  have  their  Mem¬ 
bers  contrafted,  and  their  Nerves  reprelfed  and  im¬ 
movable,  after  the  being  anointed  with  Mercury,  for 
the  cure  of  the  Pox.  He  that  will  take  it  every  week 
or  once  in  3  or  4  weeks  as  a  prefervative,  (hall  not 
have  the  Tocth-ach,,  nor  {hall  his  Ears  be  troubled  with 
ringing  or  other  noifes,  nor  fhall  his  Eyes  be  troubled 
with  lharp  Rheums;but  by  the  benefit  of  thisjthofecon- 
tinual  inveterate  Corroders'of  the  Body,  Fi- 

fiula.  Cancer,,  and  other  almoft  incurable  fymptoms, 
are  throughly  cured. 

Hence  both  Rich  and  Poor,  and  thofe  efpecially 
who  go  long  Voyages  to  Sea,  and  want  Phyficians, 
ought  to  efteem  this  Aii’xipharmac,,and  provide  them- 
felves  with  it  againft  a  time  of  necellity.  if  any  man 
carries  with  him  halfan  ounce  ol  it,  it  will  be  fufficient 
for  prefervation  and  curation  for  more  than  a  year,  in 
many  difeafes.  If  a  Ship  going  to  the  Eufi  or  Wefi  In- 
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dies,  carry  with  them  half  a  pound  of  it, they  may  fave 
the  Lives  of  many  men  ;  one  of  which  is  of  ten  times 
more  value  than  the  price  of  the  Medicine,  by  help  of 
which  the  lives  and  health  of  many  Hundreds  of  Men 
may  be  preferred,  and  being  Tick,  may  be  reduced  to 
their  former  health. 

Nov/  it  is  farther  necelTary  to  defcribe  the  Virtqes 
which  the  Spirit  of  Salt  iheweth  on  Shore ;  for  that 
which  is  profitable  to  the  lick  on  (liipboard,is  not  hurt» 
ful  for  thofe  who  dwell  at  Land  :  For  this  fpirit  may 
be  ufed  in  all  Houfes  in  their  ufual  drink,  as  Beer  or 
Wine,  efpecially  in  thefe  moift  Regions,  where  the 
Scurvy  commonly  reigneth  i  fo  that  there  is  fcarcely 
an  Houfeto  be  found,  in  which  there  is  not  one  at  the 
leafl  infeded  with  this  Difeafe  •,  for  the  drink  is  here¬ 
by  made  clear,  fo  that  it  well  dilateth  the  Urinary 
pairages,moreover  hindereth  the  growing  of  the  flone 
in  the  Kidnys  and  Bladder  ^  it  alfo  gives  a  pleafant 
tafleto  the  Wine,  removeth  its  fuperfluous  Tartar 
and  precipitateth  it  to  the  bottom,  fo  that  Spar/ijh  and 
FrenchSNinQ  acquire  a  clearnefs  like  to  Rhenijh  wine> 
In  Summertime,  after  Liquors  have  once  wrought,  it 
fuffereth  them  not  to  fret,  grow  muceius,  or  work  a- 
gain,  but  kcepeth  them  from  many  Accidents.  French 
Wines," as  fold  in  many  places,  have  neither  odour 
nor  talle,  but  good  Wine  is  endowed  both  with  a  Vi¬ 
nous  relifti,  and  a  grateful  odour  ;  and  when  thefe  are 
wanting ,  the  name  agrees  not  with  the  thing.  But 
the  Spirit  of  Salt, with  the  Elfence  of  Wine, conciliates 
to  French  wine  the  fmell,  tafte,  and  colour  of  RhenijJ] 
wine.  Hence  alfo  being  fo  meliorated,  it  will,  like 
Rheni^^  keep  many  years,  which  otherwife  will  hardly 
hold  good  two  years.  Moreover,  by  the  fpirit  of  fait 
that  quality  may  be  taken  away  from  Honey,  which 
renders  its  tafte  fomewhat  ungrateful,  and  its  hidden 
Impurities  may  be  precipitated,  fo  that  an  excellent 
wholfom  drink  may  be  made  of  it.  Which  is  a  famous 
Art  to  be  ufed  in  thofe  places  where  there  is  no  wine ; 
for  when  Honey  is  well  depurated,  and  the  unpleafant 
tafte  taken  from  it,  it  becomes  as  a  comforting 'Bal- 
fam  to  Man  ;  as  that  old  Souldier  had  experienced, 
whom  Alexander  asked  what  he  had  ufed  to  prolong 
his  Life  to  fo  great  an  Age,  he  anfwered,  That  in¬ 
wardly  he  had  ufed  Honey,  and  outwardly  Oil.  And 
it  is  evident  to  many,  that  there  is  a  great  virtue  in 
Honey,  but  by  reafon  of  the  unpleafant  tafte,  it  is  loa¬ 
thed  j  which  yet  is  removed  by  the  fpirit  of  fait,  fo 
that  a  drink  prepared  of  fuch  pure  Honey,  is  as  who!» 
fom  as  the  heft  wine  :  which  hath  alfo  this  benefit, that 
every  Houfekeeper  may  have  this  drink  at  his  Table, 
at  any  time  ofthe  year.  This  honied  Nedar  alfo  hol- 
deth  good  many  years,  after  the  manner  of  the  beft 
Rhenijh  wine,  and  is  made  for  a  fmall  charge,  and  will 
be  a  great  comfort  to  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  go  to 
the  price  of  wine.  Moreover,  every  one  may  make 
his  own  drink  as  ftrcng  and  as  fweet  as  he  pleafeth  ; 
which  is-the  principal  head  of  the  Art,  to  take  away 
the  ungrateful  tafte  from  the  Honey,  which  being  re¬ 
moved  by  the  fpirit  offalt,the  drink  will  become  clear, 
to  which  you  may  add  a  little  French  or  Rhemjh  wine 
for  tafte  fake.  You  may  thence  alfo  make  good  Beer, 
which  will  hold  its  goodnefs  i  o  or  20  years,  or  more, 
'tiz..  ifinftead  of  common  water  you  take  the  water 
of  Hops,  to  dilTolve  the  purified  Horiey,  to  which  ( if 
you  pleafe)  you  may  give  divers  tafts,  by  putting  into 
it  divers  Herbs,  as  is  wont  to  be  done  in  v/ine  and  beer. 
But  this  you  are  efpecially  to  regard.  That  for  this 
bufinefs  you  do  not  ufe  unredified  fpirit  of  fait, for  fuch 
would  fpoil  the  tafte,  and  corrupt  the  drink,  butab 
waies  take  that  which  is  wellredify’d,  which  I  have 


fuSiciently  taught  the  manner  of  doing  of, both  in  this 
Treatife,  and  divers  other  places  of  my  Writings- 

NB-  There  is  no  need  to  put  the  fpirit  into  a  Vef- 
fel  of  Wine  or  Beer,  but  it  fufficeth  to  keep  it  in  a 
fmall  glafs,  and  as  often  as  you  have  occafion  to  put 
forae  drops  of  it  into  a  Bottle  of  Wine  or  Beer,  and 
fo  to  drink  of  it*^  Every  one  therefore  may  make 
his  drink  as  he  will,  by  putting  in  more  or  kfs  ofthe 
fpirit,  according  to  his  Palate  •,  which  doth  not  only 
ferve  to  make  the  wine  and  beer  clear  and  diurctick, 
but  may  alfo  be  ufed  in  Fountain- water,  in  hot  wea¬ 
ther,  for  the  allaying  of  wine;  For  if  Ibme  drops  of 
it  be  put  into  a  bottle  of  w'ater,  it  giveth  it  a  grateful 
acidity,  not  much  unlike  to  the  natural  Mineral  acid 
waters,  and  in  hot  weather  allayeth  the  over-great 
heat  of  the  Blood,  and  quencheth  Thirft,  fo  thatthere 
is  no  need  of  burdening  the  ftomach  with  much  wine 
or  beer.  Alfo  all  thofe  drinks,  as  wine,  beer,  and 
water,  which  are  mingled  with  the  well-redlified  fpi¬ 
rit  of  fait,  are  far  wholfomer  than  other  ordinary 
drinks.  If  a  little  pure  Steel  be  dilTolved  in  fpirit  of 
Salt,  and  then  put  to  fair  water,  it  will  have  alnioft 
the  fame  tafte  with  the  5g4u?:water,  and  if  fome  quan» 
tity  of  it  be  drank,  itloofeth  the  belly, and  evacuateth 
black  Excrements,  whence  a  man  grows  lively  and  vi¬ 
gorous,  as  if  he  had  drank  of  the  Sg^^iPiwaters. 

And  this  benefit  may  accrue  by  it  to  all  Travellers, 
who  carrying  with  them  a  little  fpirit  of  fait  in  a  glafs’ 
may  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  correft  and  amend 
their  beer  or  wine  in  their  T uns,  and  give  it  a  better 
relifh  :  But  becaufethis  fpirit  is  more  liable  to  be  loft 
in  a  liquid  form  by  any  accident  befalling  the  glafs, 
therefore  being  coagulated  into  a  dry  form,  it  may¬ 
be  more  commodioufly  carried  about  in  a  Paper  or 
Box,  of  which  the  magnitude  of  a  fmall  Pcafe  drank 
in  one  cup  of  water,  quencheth  Thirft  better  than  a 
great  quantity  of  water  alone.  This  fpirit  or  fait  will 
be  ferviceable  to  men  of  all  forts,  but  to  none  more 
than  to  Seamen  or  Souldicrs,  in  war-like  expeditions, 
of  which  fometimes  more  die  through  want  of  water, 
than  by  the  fword,  who  alfo  for  the  moft  part  contrad: 
their  Difeafes  from  the  filths  in  Ships,  which  might 
eafily  be  prevented-  What  will  it  profit  a  Captain 
ofaManofWar,  or  the  Commander  of  a  Merchant* 
ftiip,to  have  many  men  for  his  defence  and  fervice, 
if  they  are  difabledby  a  Difeafe  ?  Were  it  not  then 
better  to  ufe  all  diligence  to  preferve  their  health,arid 
to  reftore  it  when  loft?  Which  may  be  done  with  fmall 
Labour  and  Coft.  A  General  brings  an  Army  fome 
time  into  the  Field,  of  10,20,  or  30  Thoufand  Men, 
and  feeing  that  thofe  obferve  no  due  order  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  being  deftitute  of  Medicines,  if  the 
Flagne,  Fever,  or  Bloody-Fbtx  comes  among  them,they 
drop  off  one  after  another  like  Flies  in  Winter ;  when 
notwithftanding  they  might  be  fuccoured  and  helped 
in  thofe  Difeafes  by  my  Eleduary,  f  This  EleEluary  I 
thinkjo  he  the  Panacea  Antimonij  made  up  with  SugarRl 
Salt  of  Salt,  or  Spirit  of  Salt,  infpifiated  or  thicke-- 
ned  with  Sugar.  The  fpirit  of  fait  hath  alwaies  been 
highly  efteemed,both  by  ancient  &  modern  Phyficians, 
for  its  great  virtues  which  it  Iheweth  both  inwardly  & 
outwardly  ;  befides  which,  it  is  of  great  ufe  in  other 
Arts,  as  I  have  Ihewed  in  the  frB  and  fecond  Part  of  my 
Furnaces.  And  that  the  Reader  may  fee  that  I  am  not 
lingular  in  what  I  have  aferibed  to  the  fpirit  of  fait,  I 
will  here  fet  down  the  Experience  of  that  no  lefs  lear» 
ned  than  famous  Phyfician  Conradus  Kunrath^  of  the 
fpirit  of  fait,  as  he  hath  exprefted  it  in  his  Medulla, 
Dediilhitoria,  ]}nniQdzz  Rd  am  burgh  ^  Anno  1638.  in 
thefe  words,  Part  1 .  pag.  59. 
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The  Great  and  Efiedual  Operations  which  are 
attributed  to  the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  SA  L  T. 

Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt  is  not  of  fo  acrimonious  a 
^  tafe.^  as  Salt  commonly  is :  Nor  hath  it  fo  great 
an  acidity  as  the  Spirit  of  f’ltriol,  but  it  tafieth  almofl 
like  the  juice  of  wild  Af pies,  withfomewhat  of  fweetnefs 
intermi.xt.  It  difcnjfeth.^  dijjoheth.^  confumeth,  and  dry- 
eth,yet  it  doth  not  heat  too  much.,but  hath  a  temperate  na¬ 
ture,  mitigating  and  comforting  the  natural  heat, which  it 
alfo  encreafeth^  and  dtfpelleth  all  things  contrary  to  Na¬ 
ture,  preferveth  the  fate  of  found  humours  unhurt,  efpeci- 
ally  prof  table  for  thofewho  are  phkgmatich ,  whofe  vijeous 
Saburra  of  humidities  it  confumeth,  taketh  away  Catarrhs 
which  fall  from  the  Head,  and  preferveth  from  all  Difea-. 
Jes  which  arife  from  a  noxious  Vttuity,  Mucor,  and  Flu¬ 
xes  .Tea,thofe  whoufe  labour  and  fudy,  fall  perceive  their 
Strength  to  be  rejiored  by  it,  and  as  it  were  renewed. 

Experience,  the  Mifiris  of  things,  witneffeth,  That  it  is 
aprefent  Remedy  againfi  tk  Falling- ficknefs,  being  admi- 
nifred  in  good  Aqua-vit;E  :  Againfi  fk  Apoplexy, Pal- 
fie,  or  lofs  of  Speech ;  as  alfo  the  trembling  and  beating 
of  the  Heart,  and  all  dejeBions  of  Mind  j  as  alfo  in  the 
time  of  the  Plague,  or  in  any  infeblious  Air,  it  may  be  ad- 
minifired  with  profit,  by  mixing  half  an  ounce  of  the  Spirit 
or  OU  of  Salt  with  two  ounces  of  the  Juice  of  f^iolets,  and 
as  much  of  the  EleSiuary  of  Juniper-berries,  in  a  Stone  or 
Glafs  Mortar,  and  the  Patient  taking  the  quantity  of  a 
Filberd  in  tne  morning  upon  an  empty  fiomach. 

This  Compound-. Medicine  being  given  to  Women  with 
Child,  facilitateth  the  Birth,  and  is  highly  profitable  a- 
gainfi  various  fymptoms  of  Women  in  Child-bed,  without 
any  danger.  If  any  defire  to  pre ferve  their  native  heat, 
let  them  often  ufe  this  Alexipharmack. 

Whoever  is  bur denedweith piper fiuous  moifiure,  let  him 
take  this  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt  daily,  in  Wine  or  fame  other 
Vehicle. 

In  Coldnefs,  and  continual  Fluxes,  which  fiop  up  the 
Breafi,  it  conduceth  much,  and  taketh  away  inveterate 
Coughs  and  grievous  Aflhma’s,  which  are  fiirred  up  by 
thofe  Fluxes.  It  dijfolveth,  confumeth,  and  dijfipateth 
depraved  humours,  collelded  and  indurated  in  the  fiomach  •, 
and  although  of  it  felf  it  communicateth  little  nourijhment, 
yet  it  excites  the  Stomach  to  a  good  Appetite,  and  difpofeth 
the  Meat  to  a  good  digefiion  andpajfage  through  the  body. 

/ 1  helpeth  in  the  Tartarous  and  indurated  Obftrud ions 
of  the  Liver  and  Spleen,  which  it  openeth  and  relieveth, 
and  hence  remov'eth  and  taketh  away  the  Jaundice,  Drop- 
lie,  Hypocondriack  Melancholy,  and  pains  and  affebis 
of  the  Kibs  and  VifcQr 5,  and  alfo  whatfoever  arifeth 
from  Wind  and  Flatulency,  and  other  fymptomes  proceed- 
ing  from  the  faid  Caufes,  it  efpecially  abfumeth  the  Ana- 
farca,  or  Water  under  the  skin,  and  throughly  removeth 
Watery  Tumours  in  the  Genital  Members  or  Legs,  which 
for  the  mofi  parthappen  to  thofe  who  are  Hydropic al,Phthi- 
fical,  or  labour  under  a  Difiemper  of  the  Liver.  It  alfo 
taketh  away  the  great  Thirfi  in  thofe,  which  otherwife  in 
this  kind  of  dtfeafes  doth  not  lightly  afflilt,  fo  that  the  Pa¬ 
tient  fijaU  have  no  defire  of  drinking,  but  may  remain  fome 
daks  without.  The  fame  is  alfo  a  Remedy  againfi  all  pu¬ 
trid  Fevers. 

In  tormenting  Pains  of  the  Belly,  and  Cholick,  which 
are  excited  by  the  vifeofity  of  humours,  or  intemperature  of 
flatulency,  or  force  of  cold,  and  a  denfe  and  tough  Phlegm 
driven  into  the  Intefiines  •,  this  fpirit  rejolveth  and  confu¬ 
meth,  and  jo  openeth  thejlopt  pajfages  of  the  Bowels,  and 
hojeneth  the  Belly,  that  it  eafeth  the  lliack  pains,  whether 
it  be  taken  at  the  mouth,  or  admini fired  Clyjlerwife»  In 


Lientery,pyfentery,or  Uxmovvhzgt,itisto  beaiven 

It  //  Nephritick  Difeafts,and 

the  dolorous  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  which  it  difpelleth  and 
exterminateth. 

Hernia  and  Enterocele,  let  fame 
drops  be  given  daily  in  good  Wine  •,  let  the  Tumour  of  the 
bcrotum  be  alfo  often  anointed  with  this  Spirit  or  Oil, and 
cherijhedbyafit  Trufs,  or  fome  other  bandage, and  in  a  few 
dates  the  fick  will  recover  his  former  health. 

V  Worms  in  the  Body,  cafieth  them  out, and 
prohibits  their  breeding  again. 

nf contaAon 
°M»e  nzg\.\y,  and  alfo  IS  very  conducible  to  thofe  who 
are  already  tnfe^ed.  It  alfo  wonderfully  profit eth  fitch  as 

have  eaten  Potfonous  Mujhrooms  or  Opium,  as  alfo  thofe 
who  are  hurt  by  Serpents,  Vipers,  Spiders,  and  the  hkeve- 

omons  In  felts,  it  is  accommodat  ed  both  to  inward  and  out- 
ward  Hje,  becaufe  it  confumeth  virulent  humidities  For 
thefiingingofWafps  and  Hornets,  it  is  to  be  applied  topi- 

_  For  fat  Women,  and  thofe  who  are  troubled  with  impu¬ 
rities  of  the  Matrix,  from  afuperfluous  phle^matick  hu¬ 
mour,  It  IS  very  profitable  for  by  the  benefit  of  it,  everv 
redundancy  and  mcommodity  of  Phlegm  is  purified,  confu- 
med  and  dried  up,fo  that  the  jeed  may  more  eafily  reft  in 
the  W mb,  and  fertility  be  greatly  promoted. 

H  protuberant  Excrefcencies  of  the  Eyes,  Films,  Ca- 
taraas,BIifters,Puftles,  ..Spots,  Dimnefs  Tb.vl 

neis  or  fight?  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  a  good  CoUyry,  or  other 
commodious  Vehicle  /«Blows,  Bruifes,  or  Falls,  when 
the  Blood  IS  congealed,  {which  we  call  black  and  blue  j  in 
the  Eyes  or  Face,  let  a  bit  of  a  Sponge  or  Lint  be  wetted 
with  the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt,  and  applied  to  the  place  a  f. 
fected  5  or  elfe  diffolve  in  the  fame  a  little  red  Myrrh 
and^  with  the  Diffolution  mix  a  little  Honey  and 
anoint  with  it.  It  driveth  away  noife  and  pain  of  the 

ars,  alfo  when  the  Ears  fend  forth  an  ulcerous  and  pu¬ 
rulent  matter,  the  fame  Medicine  may  be  adminifired  with 
an  happy  fuccefs .  And  in  thefe  Symptoms  it  is  to  be  mixed 
with  Wine-Vinegar,  and  dropped  into  the  Ears,  and  rub¬ 
bed  upon  the  difeafed  parts. 

In  the  Thrulh)  und  other  fore  mouths  of  fucking;^  Chil¬ 
dren,  alfo  in  the  glandular  or  kernelly  Swellings  of  the 
Neck,foulnefsof  the  Tongue,  fwe lied  and  rotten  Gums 
Scurvy  in  the  Mouth,  Tooth- ach,  fuperfluous  humours 
and  filths  adhering  to  the  Teeth  and  Gums,  this  Spirit  or 
Oil  of  Salt  is  an  excellent  Remedy  ;  as  alfo  in  preferving 
from  thofe  Evils,  it  is  to  be  conjoined  with  clarified  Ho¬ 
ney,  and  the  Mouth,  or  parts  ajfelled  in  it,  to  be  anointed 
therewith,  Againfi^  the  evil  Affelts  andU leers  of  Wo¬ 
mens  Breafis,  fome  linen  rags  are  to  be  humelied  with  the 

Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt,  and  t  hey  will  be  quickly  healed.  The 
7»oi7?  Itch,  Tetters,  Ringworms,  and  other  contagious 
Ajfelts  of  the  Skin,  are  happily  cured  by  both  the  inward 
and  outward  ufe  of  this  Sfrit.  Ulcers  and  fungous  Ta- 
mours  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  or  others, if  we  would  bring 
them  toafuppuration,  the  Oil  of  Salt  will  ejfelf  it,  being 
applied  either  alone, or  mixed  with  other  convenient  Reme¬ 
dies.  For  the  healing  of  venomous  U leers,  which  pierce 
the  Bone  it  felf,  as  alfo  all  virulent  Apofiems,  the  Spirit 
or  OH  of  Salt  is  to  be  mixed  with  White-wine,ahd  Barley- 
Flour  ,  into  the  confifi ency  cf  a  Plafier,  which  is  to  be  applis 
ed  to  the  Sore. 

Alfo  in  cancerous,  eating,  and  fpreading  ^Ulcers,  it  is 
very  profitable, being  mixed  with  the  juice  (f  Rhue,and  apt¬ 
ly  applied. 

That  I  may  fummarily  exprefs  its  ufe  both  inwardly 
atjd  outwardly,  it  refifieth  all  fluid  and  corroding  Vices 
and  layeth  the  foundation  of  their  Cure.  In  luxated 
fimtened,  or  contrail  ed  members  and  joints,  it  afordetl) 


288  _ 

p,fm  Wp, 

'’"/«  2 4  Warts,  (!>;<  Spjnt  u  to  he  mixed 

mththejmeof  Marigold, ,emd  a, pi, edto  them:  It  alfo 

taheth  away  Corn,,  ,j  after  they  are  foftened  w, th  warm 
water,  they  he  well  cat  and  anointed  wtth  th,  0,1.  In 
the  Enlipelas,  St.  Anthony’s  F,re  th,  king  mtxed 
xoith  Elder^mgar^arid  (if^ltedy  ts  of  great  viuue. 

The  Hands  or  Feet  being  corrupted  or  chapt  by  Colabar e 
recovered  by  the  benefit  of  this  Medictne.^  7  his  Spint  or 
Oil  ereatly  conduceth  to  help  the  weartnejs  and  weaknejs  of 
the^Fetf  and  other  Members.^  refioring  to  them  then 
ftrength  and  vigour,  if  they  be  well  bathed  therewith  before 

Moreover,  in  the  dolorous  Gout  it  is  a  famous 
and  a  profit  able  Anodinz  for  allaying  the  pain,  if  be  fides 
its  internal  ufe  it  be  alfo  applied  topically  •  ^ 

Medicine  are  to  be  joined  Oil  of  Turpentine,  Oil  of  Wax 
Oil  of  Camomile,  or  alfo  Oil  of  Cow^ips,  with  which  the 
parts  affebied  are  to  be  well  anointed.  But  where  the  mem¬ 
bers  are  contrabled  Fluxions  and  Catarrhs, pt  Fomen¬ 
tations  are  alfo  to  be  ufed,  andbefides  our  Oil  or  Spirit, t  e 
dulcified  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  pure  Oil  of  Turpentine,  are  to 

be  mixed  together,  and  the  parts  to  be  therewith  anointed 
before  the  fire.  And  hence  the  Nerves  and  Joints  are  fo 
comfortedy  that  they  will  not  foeafi’.y  admit fuch  Fluxions 
apain.  Alfo  if  there  be  Tophes  or  Nodes  m  the  Joints, 
they  will  be  difeuffed  beyond  belief-,  being  duly  anointed 
■with  this  Oil,  mixed  with  the  dulcified  Oil  of  Titriol. 

It  is  alfo  ufed  with  great  profit  both  inwardly  and  out- 
wardlfyagainfl  the  Cramp  and  Convulfion  of  the  Nerves 

by  Cold.  , 

In  external  Wounds  and  Symptoms  there  often  happens 
a  Putretude,  and  alfo  proud  Flefh  fometimes  fiarteth  up, 
and  caufeth  great  pain.  Theje  Protuberances  being  anoin- 
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rations  in  the  body  of  Man,  inafmuch  as  in  all  Difeafes 
and  Infirmitiesyof  what  name  foever,  it  givethprefent  help, 
and  in  all  dejeflions  of  the  vital  fpirit,  although  they  tend 
to  the  fatal  period,  it  ‘giveth  fuch  relief,  that  life  and  vi¬ 
gour  may  be  yet  fomewhat  farther  protr ailed,  iftwo,rhree, 
or  four  drops  be  adminiflred  as  occafion  fhall  ferve  in  a 
good  Ac\W3l  Tit'S,  or  Cor  dial  Water,  In.  like  manner,  if 
three  drops  be  adminiflred  once  a  week  in  generous  Wine,  or 
Aqua  vitie,  or  other  fit  \C ehicle,  it  t  enovateth  a  man, makes 
him  youthf  ul,  changethgray  Hairs,  produceth  new  Nails, 
and  Skin,  preferveih  fromivarious  and  diverfe  fymptoms 
of  Difeafes,  and  preferveth  the  body  in  fuch  a  flate,  even¬ 
to  the  prefixed  hour  of  the  Divine  appointment. 

Thefe  are  the  very  words  of  that  famous  Philofo- 
pher  and ChymicalPhyficianCo«»''«<^«.»  Kmrath,\r[,\\\% 
Medulla  Deslillatoria  as  the  Reader  may  there  fee- 

Now  any  may  eafily  conjecture,  that  although  this 
learned  man  had  found  out  many  things,  yet  that  he 
knew  not  all,  but  what  was  known  to  him,  that  he  di¬ 
vulged.  But  that  as  yet  more  might  be  done  by  that 
Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt,  than  what  he  had  fet  down,  ea¬ 
fily  appeareth  from  that  which  he  fheweth  at  the  end, 
concerning  the  Oil  or  Liquor  of  Gold,  prepared  by 
the  Spirit  of  Salt,  which  words  are  Truth  it  felf,  and 
much  more  may  be  done  by  the  benefit  of  that  folu- 
tion.  He  bath  written  what  Experience  hath  taught 
him,  the  reft  he  hath  left  to  the  ftudy  and  fearches  of 
others. 

Seeing  therefore  that  I  alfo  (not  to  fpeak  boafting- 
ly)  have  often  handled  Furnaces  and  Coals,and  among 
others,  have  found  this  Liquor  of  Gold  or  Aurum  Po¬ 
tabile,  made  withOil  of  Salt, to  be  of  great  virtue,  and 
knowing  its  great  ufe,  power,  and  virtue  by  experi¬ 
ence,  1  will  deferibe  it  in  an  open  ftile,  left  fo  noble  a 
Medicine  fliould  be  buried.  Such  a  Liquor  of  Gold  as 


fumed,  and  alfo  preferved  from  future  corruptions 

In  brief,  this  is  a  mofi  excellent  Medicine,  overcoming 
many  Difeafes.  Moreover,  the  Reader  is  to  know,  that 
this  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt,  {befides  thofe  Virtues  which  I 
have  decU  'ed)  if  it  be  diligently  prepared,  and  rightly 
prefcribed,  may  be  ufed  for  the  preparing  of  many  excellent 
and  precious  things  in  the  Chymical  Art-,  for  it  diffol- 
veth  Gold,  Gemms,  and  other  Stones,  Pearls,  Corals,  dx.c. 
fo  that  they  are  reduced  into  excellent  Adedictnes^in  a  lie^uid 
or  potable  form,  highly  ufeful  for  Mankind  •’  But  how 
thofe  Proceffes  are  to  be  infbituted,  I  jhall  here  pretermit. 
But  he  that  hath  drawn  a  good  foundation  of  working  from 
that  information  which  my  Medulla  Deftillatoria  hath 
faithfully  propounded,  let  him  weigh  the  matter  with  an  ac¬ 
curate  mind,  and  put  his  hand  to  the  Work,  there  is  no-- 
thing  in  it  fo  tedious ,  but  he  will  eafily  conceive  ;  moreo¬ 
ver,  let  him  affociate  him  felf  with  honefi,  fincere,  and 
skilful  Artifis,  and  take  their  counfel,then  he  will  find  out 
■many  Secrets  of  Nature,  aud  fingular  Arcana’s,  and  will 
fee  that  his  care  and  diligence  hath  not  been  in  vain  :  Then 
let  him  ufe  that  Experience  to  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the 
help  of  his  needy  Neighbour. 


The  Virtues  or  moH;  efficacious  Operations  of 
the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salty  in  which  Gold  is 
rightly  diffiolved,  according  to  Art ;  or,  when 
it  ffiall  be  made  an  Aurum  Potahilc. 


PHilofophers  and  Phyficians,  endowed  with  the  gi eat 
Exercife  and  K nowledge  of  I  hings,  have  attr  ibuted 
to  the  Spirit  or  Oil  of  Salt,  in  which  Gold  is  rightly  diffol- 
Vid,  or  the  Aurum  Potabile  made  with  it ,  very  great  ope- 


and  the  moft  highly  rectified  and  again  concentrated 
Spirit  of  Salt  :  The  Sol  is  to  be  firft  melted,  and 
throughly  purged  with  Antimony,  then  to  be  diftbl- 
ved  in  Aqua  Regia,  and  precipitated  with  5 ,  to  be 
edulcorated  and  brought  into  a  fubtile  Calx,  which 
muft  be  heat  red-hot  (to  free  it  from  the  5 )  and  then 
dilTolved  in  ftrong  and  well-prepared  Oil  of  Salt  5  be¬ 
ing  diflblved,  abftraCt  part  of  the  fpirit  of  fait  from  it, 
and  a  very  yellow  Liquor  of  Gold  will  remain  at  the 
bottom,  which  yet  is  not,  fit  for  ufe  alone,  feeing  that 
the  Oil  of  Salt  containeth  too  much  Acrimony 
therefore  a  drop  of  it  is  to  be  mixed  with  a  fpoonful 
of  Beer,  Winej  or  warm  Broth,  before  it  be  admini- 
ftred  to  weaken  the  fpirit  of  fait ;  but  if  any  defire  to 
have  it  fweeter,inftead  of  Wine,  Beer,  or  Broth,  it 
may  be  mixed  with  melted  Sugar,  or  fyrup  of  Rofes. 
The  Dofe  for  a  man  of  ripe  age,is  two  or  three  drops, 
which  if  he  lliall  perceive  not  to  operate  fufficiently,he 
may  encreafe  to  three  or  four  drops,  fo  long,  til)  he 
fhall  find  an  evident  operation,  which  appearing,  let 
him  encreafe  the  Dofe  no  longer,  but  rather  diminifh 
it  a  drop  ;  and  when  the  Oil  of  Gold  rightly. perfor- 
meth  its  operations,  thefe  figns  will  appear:  In  the 
firft  ufe,  a  certain  loathing  or  naiifeoufnefs  of  thefto- 
mach,  will  be  perceived,  when  the  Oil  ofGold  findeth 
there  a  vitioiis  pitiiity,  and  endeavouring  to  expel  it, 
driveth  it  downwards,  and  ejeCteth  it  by  ftool.  2.The 
Excrements  are  as  black  as  a  Coal,  and  during  the  ufe 
of  the  Medicine,  the  fick  maketh  a  difeharge  by  ftools 
at  leaft  twice,  fometimes  three  or  four  times,  without 
any  impediment  or  fence  of  neceffity,  as  is  wont  to  be 
in  the  working  of  Purges.  The  Urine  will  alfo  be 
thick  and  turbid,  becaufethe  Medicine  diffolveth  the 
Tartar  and  Phlegm  in  the  Reins  and  Bladder,  and  by. 


Part  I 


of  Navigatorf. 


degrees  expelleth  it.  NB-  That  by  the  black  Excre¬ 
ments,  it  is  manifefl:,that  Gold  may  be  radically  diflbl- 
ved  in  the  ftomach  of  a  Man,  which  fome  think  to  be 
impollible..  The  humane  ftomach  hath  a  greater  po¬ 
wer  in  the  deftrudtion  of  things  than  the  ftrongeft  fire, 
as  may  be  here  feen  by  theGold  :  Yea,  all  things 
which  are  eaten  or  drank,  in  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  it 
throughly  diflblveth  and  tranfmuteth  into  a  new  form 
of  Excrements. 

I  If  the  ftomach  of  a  man  can  effed  fuch  things,  why 

not  Art  alfo  ?  Yea,  hence  it  is  exprelly  proved,  that 
the  colours  of  Gold,  at  length,  when  it  is  radically 
I  diffblved  and  deftroyed,  do  appear,  and  may  be 
known,  feeing  that  in  Colours  Blacknefs  hath  as  it 
were  the  firft  and  chief  place,and  containcth  all  others 
hidden  and  concentrated  under  it.  ^ 

I  NB.  That  thefe  black  Excrements  fliould  not  be 
•  caft  away,  but  the  radically- diftblved  Gold  ought  to 
'  be  feparated  from  them,  with  which  perhaps  fome 
I  great  thing  may  be  effected. 

I  fome  time  fince  adminiftred  this  Oil  of  Gold,  for 
i  eight  or  ten  daies  fuccelTively,  to  a  certain  Infant,  for 

I  the  freeing  his  body  from  Mercury,  which  had  been 
1  imprudently  given  him  for  the  iWorms ;  I  ordered 
i  the  Excrements  to  be  faved,  for  fome  Experiment, 
'•  which  neverthelefs,becaufe  they  flood  long  and  bred 
Worms,  I  could  not  ufe,  but  commanded  them  to  be 
put  to  the  Roots  of  a  young  Vine,  which  had  not  yet 
born  Grapes^being  but  of  two  years  growth,  which 
produced  a  fmall  Grape  with  large  ftones,  which  had 
golden  fpots  like  Stars,  admirable  to  behold.  This 
Example  is  worthy  of  a  profound  confideration.  It  ah 
fo  feems  to  me,  that  the  Urine  of  thofe  who  continu¬ 
ally  ufe  the  aforefaid  golden  Liquor  fhould  be  aurife¬ 
rous,  although  it  appear  not  in  the  colour.  The  thing 
is  out  of  doub^t,  feeing  that  men,  in  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
Medicine,  attraft  only  a  certain  hidden  virtue  from 
the  Gold,  and  again  fend  the  reft  forth  of  the  body, 
that  that  Gold  is  better  than  other  common  Gold  : 
The  Benignity  of  the  Divine  Being  hath  difpofedand 
ordained  every  thing  in  the  World  for  the  beft. 

Seeing  th^ft  in  the  Stomach  of  Man  or  Beaft  the  F ood 
'  is  deftroyed  and  putrefied,  Nature  taking  a  little  from 
it  only  for  nourifhment  fake,  cafteth  out  the  reft  by 
I  liege,  which  yet  is  not  of  fo  abjeU:  a  condition,  as  to 
I  want  its  virtues  ?  for  if  thefe  Excrements  be  mixed 
I  with  any  Earth,  moiftened  with  Rain-water,  and  ex- 
pofedtotheopen  Air,  there  will  thence  fpring  forth 
divers  Herbs,  without  the  addition  of  any  feed  5  but  if 
the  feed  of  any  Herb  be  adjoined,  then  is  alfo  brought 
forth  fruit  of  the  fame  fubftance  and  quality  ^  fo  that 
j  thefe  Excreqjents  may  degenerate,  and  be  converted 
I  into  whatfoever  Fruits  we  will:  From  which  Foun- 
i  tain  the  multiplicatiottofHerbs  and  Metals  may  per- 
i  haps  take  its  original.  Therefore  it  is  neceflary,  that 
I  Putrefaction  ftiould  go  before  Multiplication  ;  which 
I  our  Saviour  himfelf  told  his  Difciples,  faying,  Except 
I  a  grain  of  W  heat  fhalLfall  into  the  Earthy  and  die ^  it  re- 
<  maineth  alone  \  but  if  it  die  ^  it  hringeth forth  much  fruit. 

\  The  Axiom  of  Philofophers  is.  Where  Nature  endeth^ 
j  andleaveth  the  Workjmperfebl^  there  Art  ought  to  begin. 

\  But  the  manner  of  proceeding  farther  they  have  invol¬ 

ved  in  filence.  Nature  from  the  beginning  hath  fub- 
!  limed  a  Mineral  Ensj  or  firft  matter  of  Metals,  as  much 
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as  it  could,  and  brought  it  to  the  royal  feat,  or  higheft 
perfection  :  Art  hath  deftroyed  the  molt  perfect  bo¬ 
dy  of  Gold  by  corrofives,  and  being  deftroyed,  hath 
again  diftblved  it  in  the  body  of  Man :  But  if  any  know 
the  manner  of  proceeding  farther  with  it,  he  may  ea li¬ 
ly  reduce  that  Eftenceof  thediftolved  Gold  into  a  bet¬ 
ter,  and  multiply  it :  But  I  would  not  have  this  taken 
for  an  Oracle,  feeing  thefe  are  only  my  Cogitations. 

The  Ufe  of  this  Medicine  is  to  be  continued  tjll  the 
body  is  freed  from  all  ill  fymptoms ;  nor  arc  any  other 
Remedies  to  be  intermixed  with  it,  that  its  operation 
maynot  be  hindered:  But  before  this  Medicine  be 
adminiftred,  a  Dole  01  two  of  my  Panacea  ou°ht  to 
be  given,  (of  which  the  Second  part  of  my  Pharmacop, 
treateth)  for  then  its  effects  are  to  be  admired. 

This  Oil  of  Gold,  or  Aurum  ^ Potabile^  is  of  much 
greater  force  in  all  thofe  Difeafes,  in  which  the  fim- 
ple  fpirit  of  fait  is  conducible,  becaufe  the  Oil  of  fait 
hath  double  the  ftrength  of  the  fpirit,  and  alfo  diffii- 
feth  its  virtues  much  ^better,  by  reafon  of  the  Gold 
which  is  anatomized  in  it ;  the  which,  becaufe  it  is  of 
a  hot  and  dry  property,  agreeth  very  well  with  the  Oil 
of  fait,  whofe  nature  is  hot  and  moift :  and  hence  it 
effectually  refifteth  all  Corruption  which  may  arife  in 
the  humane  body.  ^ 

Befides,  the  Virtues  which  the  fpirit  of  fait,  and 
efpecially  the  Oil  of  Gold  prepared  with  it,  manifeft 
both  within  and  v/ithout  the  body  ^  it  is  an  egregious 
prefervative  againft  Drunkennefs, which 
is  the  root  of  many  Difeafes,  and  the  Spirit  of  Salt^ 
gate  by  which  many  evils  enter  :  For  ^ 
ftrong  Wine  or  ftale  Beer  being  drank,  fennefs. 
fuffer  nothing  in  the  ftomach,  becaufe  it 
cannot  reftrain  their  fubtile  fpirit,  which  prefently 
flieth  up  into  the  Head,  and  difordereth  and  confoun- 
deth  all  the  fenfes.  But  if  in  the  drinking,  a  little  fpL 
rit  of  fait  be  mixed  with  the  Wine,  it  openeth  the  O- 
rificeofthe  ftomach,  and  fufFers  not  the  fpirits  to  fly- 
upward,  but  reftraineth  and  bindeth  them,  alfo  miti- 
gateth  and  reprefleth  that  unnatural  Thirft,  which 
otherwife  the  Wine  caufeth  in  excelTive  drinkings : 
Nor  doth  the  Wine,  which  Is  mixed  with  fpirit  of 
falt,fo  eafily  hurt  the  Liver  foras  the  fpirit  of  wine 
heats  and  inflames  the  Liver,  fo  the  fpirit  of  fait  cor¬ 
rects  and  cools  it.  Add  that  the  fpirit  of  fait  permits 
not  the  liquor  to  lie  lurking  in  the  ftomach,  but  pre¬ 
fently  cafteth  it  out  by  Urine :  and  the  foonsr  the  fu- 
perffuous  Wine  is  caft  out  of  the  body,  the  lefs  hurt  it 
can  do.  But  this  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  fpirit  of 
fait  well  rectified,  andTubtilly  prepared- 

In  fliort,  I  might  fooner  want  Paper  to  write,  than 
matter  to  exprefs  what  good  the  fpirit  of  fait  coagu¬ 
lated  can  do,  being  taken  in  drink  ;  I  have  faid  enough 
for  the  prefent ;  in  my  erf  table  Work^  I  will  more 
fully  difeourfe  of  this  matter, in  which  I  now  acquiefee. 
Whatfoever  I  have  here  written  of  a  Medicine  againft 
all  Sea- faring  Difeafes,  and  of  the  concentration  of 
Corn  and  Water,  againft  Hunger  and  Thirft  ;  35  alfo 
of  the  moft  efficacious  ufe  of  Spirit  of  Salt,  againft 
Drunkennefs,  and  of  the  melioration  of  >  Wine,  Beer, 
Water,  and  other  Drinks,  is  built  upon  the  pure  fouq- 
dation  of  Truth,  which  Experience  it  felf  will  fuffici- 
ently  teftifie  ;  with  which  I  put  aq  End  to  this  Dif 
cOurfe. 
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Part  fj 


'S^W?5»  «^W*  «4-^  /3^cSj  '^-Ss^  “^S^S?  • 


A  True  and  Perfed: 

escription 


Extracting  good  X  A  R  X  A  R 

fromthe 

J,et0  of  IKittt,’ 

And  that  after  a  Plentiful  Manner. 


..s^ — - S..  J.-— . — — i- -  -  -  -"-t 

To  the  mojl  (I(eyerend  <?%1KCE  JOHN  PHILIP,  Lord  ArchMjhop  of  Mo* 
guntina,  High  Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  and  EkHor,  ^ijhop  of  Herbipolenfis, 
of  Franconia,  7ny  moft  Honoured  Lord» 


IPrefume,  you  remember  (moft  Reverend 
and  Noble  Lord  Arch-Bifliop  and  Eledor) 
that  about  Two  Years  fince,  I  crav’d  Your 
Lordlliip  s  Licence,  to  Extrad  Tartar  from 
the  Lees  of  Wine  ;  which  your  Highnels  was 
pleafed  to  grant  me.  From  which  Work,  feeing 
I  have  been  hitherto  hindered  by  the  multipli¬ 
city  of  other  bufinefs,  and  the  great  Wafte  and 
Lofs  which  is  daily  fuftain’d  in  the  Eledorate 
diMoguntina^  and  Bidioprick  of  Herhipolenfis, 
proceeding  from  the  Ignorance  of  the  Lees,  dai¬ 
ly  troubles  me;  I  have  determined  to  dedicate 
this  gainful  ExtraBion  of  Tartar  from  the  Lees 
of  Wine^  to  your  Eledoral  Reverence,  under 
whofe  Patronage  I  may  be  fafe,  and  for  this 
Reafon  efpecially,  Becaufe  none  of  the  Princes 
of  Germany  enjoy  a  greater  Vintage  than  your 
Reverend  Highnels  ;  to  whom  not  only  a 
good  part  of  the  Trad  of  the  Rhine,  but  al- 
moft'the  whole  Jurifdidion  of  together 
with  Franconia,  by  Divine  Providence,  belongs  ; 
being  very  fruitful  in  Wines;  where  allb  much 
Lees  are  caft  away,  thro’  Ignorance  of  the  way 
of  extrading  their  Tartar,  for  the  Good  of 
the  Country,  from  which  a  good  Spirit  of  Wine 
might  firft  be  drawn  by  Dellillaticn ;  the  Tar¬ 
tar  contained  in  the  thick  Lees,  and  remaining 


in  the  bottom  of  the  Still,  is  by  all  Men  cafi 
away,  as  unprofitable,  a  few  excepted,  who 
with  great  Labour  dry  them ,  and  of  then! 
make  clavellated  Afhes :  Which  Wafte  or  Lofs 
of  the  L'ees,  feeing  that  it  makes  every  year  an 
incredible  Lofs  Tartar,  I  have  thought  fit  to 
expofe  the  Knowledge  of  this  Myftery  to  the  ' 
Eyes  of  all  Men,  for  the  Good  of  my  Country,' 
by  which  fbme  being  inftruded,  may  fet  about 
the  Extra^ion  of  Tartar  with  great  Gain,  not 
doubting,  but  many,  when  they  fhall  fee  this 
Labour  to  be  profitable  to  others,  undertaking 
the  fame,  will  bring  great  Profit  to  their  im- 
poverifh’d  Country. 

Therefore  I  truft,  this  Little  Work  will  be 
acceptable  to  your  Reverend  Highnefs.  And  I 
pray  the  Giver  of  all  Good  Things,  to  furnilh 
both  your  Soul  and  Body  with  His  Graciou# 
Benefits,  who  ftudy  to  be 

Your  Highnefs’s  moft 
Humble  Servant, 

y.-  ^{d,  Ghuher, 


'  — _ _ _ — -  '  -  -  — 

Part  L 


A  True  and  PerfeB  Defcripion  of  ExtraBing  good  T  A  RT 

from  the  LEES  of  Wl  NE^  &c. 


Flrfl  of  all,  we  mull  know  what  Dregs  are,  or 
what  is  their  Eflence  and  Nature,  how  they 
are  refolv’d  into  Parts,  and  the  Good  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Unufeful,  becaufe  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  thiug  we  can’t  give  a  right 
'judgment  of  it,  but  mull  erre  :  Therefore  it  is  nece- 
I  iTary  that  we  know  what  we  have  in  our  hands,  that 
we  may  the  fafer  handle  it»  For  this  caufe  1  lhall 
i  Ihew  the  Ignorant  what  are  properly  Dregs, and  which 
way  the  better  part  may  be  extradled,  that  hereafter 
i  fo  great  a  Good  may  not  by  ignorant  fluggilhnefs  be 
'  laid  afide,  but  converted  to  the  profit  of  all. 

All  thick  matter,  whether  it  be  of  Wine,  Beer,  Vi- 
!  negar,  or  the  like,  when  it  has  flood  a  little,  fends 
i  the  earthy,  heavy,  and  more  thick  part  of  it,  to  the 
^  bottom,  which  we  call  Dregs  or  Lees,  upon  which  the 
i  dearer  part  flows»  to  be  feparated  from  the  impurity, 
j  as  in  the  making  of  common  drinks  may  be  feen. 

;  There  was  no  ufe  of  thefe  Dregs  heretofore,  except 
the  making  Brandy  with  e’m,  and  the  reft  to  be 
thrown  out  of  doors,  in  which  was  much  Virtue, 
which  Men  did  not  think  of  :  But  that  all  things  are 

not  unprofitaj)le  which  the  Vulgar  pronounce  fo,  and 
that  there  may  be  great  Virtue  in  ordinary  Matter,  I 
'  lhall  demonflrate  by  this  Excrement  of  Wine, 
i  When  the  Juice  out  of  the  Wineprefs  is  put  into 
I  Hogiheads,  that  there  working, the  dregs  falling  to  the 
!  bottom,  the  clean  Wine  may  come  out,  the  fuperflu- 
ous  Salt  of  new  Wine,  while  it  is  fqueez’dout  of  the 
Grapes,  with  thelamelabourisfeparated,partflick" 
ing  to  the  fides  of  the  Veffel,  which  we  call  Tartar  \ 
but  the  greater  part  of  this  Salt  or  T artar,  imply  d  in 
j  the  turbid  dregs  like  Sand,  finks  to  the  bottom.  Be- 
1  lides,  this  is  the  property  of  Salts,  that  by  a  hot  hu- 
;  mour  they  make  a  thin  water,  the  humour  growing 
i  cold,  not  being  able  to  keep  all  the  diffolv’d  Salt  that 

!  is  compell’d  to  feparate,  which  excluded  the  Vehicle, 
feeks  a  new  place.  If  you  put  into  the  Solutions  Sticks 
i  or  Strings,  that  Cryflalline  Salt,  in  a  cubical  or  angU’ 

I  lar  figure  agreeable  to  its  nature,  will  flick  to  them  ; 
i  or  otherwife  it  cleaves  to  the  fides  of  the  Veffel. 

’Tis  beyond  all  Controverfie,  that  the  Grape  above 
j  all  Vegetables  has  much  Salt,  not  fenfible,  unlefs  it  is 
i  fermented  with  a  minute  heat,  which  working  by 
I  Nature,  endeavours  a  feparation,  while  the  purer  and 
1  more  liquid  part  retains  fo  much  Salt  as  the  Wine  has 
i  need  of,  the  thicker  Salt  being  exturbated,  part  of 
which  incruflates  the  fides  of  the  V  eflel,  part  of  much 
thicknefs  flicks,  and  fubfiding  with  them,  gets  the  ap- 
;  pellation  of  dregs,  from  which  the  vulgar  are  wont  to 
!  deflilaSpiritor  Brandy  Wine  :  But  thefe  dregs  are 
;  not  a  ufelefs  matter,  as  they  have  been  hitherto 
■  thought,  for  much  Tartar  may  be  cxtradled  out  of  ’em 
with  little  cofl. 

But  he  that  fhall  fearch  more  narrowly  into  the 
thing,  will  find  a  way  whereby  poor  and  decaying 
I  ^^Vine  may  be  made  good. 

In  fbme  places,  as  fuppofe  in  Frar.conia^  j^lfatia-, 
!  jinjtria^  and  the  khemj}}  IratJ,  mofl  fruitful  for  ftore 
I  of  wine, thefe  lees  of  wine  are  made  nothing  ofjbut  are 
given  to  Swine  and  ocher  Cattel  to  dnnk,  by  which 


means  the  Tartar  in  it  fo  purges ’em,  that  they  are 
foon  fat  j  they  feldom  try  to  draw  the  fpirit  thence. 
Otherwhere,  where  wine  is  not  made,efpecially  where 
they  fetch  their  wine  a  great  way, they  are  much  eflee» 
med  of, not  only  becaufe  wine  may  be  drawn  from  ’em? 
but  alfo  put  in  fmall  Hempen  facks,  are  preffed  in  ada¬ 
pted  Prefl’es,  a  good  mixt  wine  flowing  thence  faleable 
to  others ;  yet  this  being  but  a  fmall  wine,  many  have 
deflinated  it  for  Vinegar,  to  which  it  befl  agrees  i  but 
he  that  knows  how  to  reftore  to  it  what  it  lofl  in  pref- 
fing,  may  make  a  palatable  flrong  wine,  not  inferiour 
to  what  it  Was  at  firft :  But  this  Secret  belongs  to  ano¬ 
ther  place,  I  fliall  here  only  treat  of  V  inegar  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine. 

In  Holland^  France-,  Italy.^  this  prefling  of  the  dregs 
and  preparation  of  Vinegar  is  of  frequent  ufe,  and 
very  profitable  to  many,  who  get  nothing  but  what 
theyfqueeze  out  of  the  dregs  they  have  of  the  Vint¬ 
ners,  and  convert  the  Wine  into  Vinegar ;  the  refidue 
of  the  dregs  they  put  into  Barrels,  and  fell  it  to  Hat* 
ters,  which  being  boil’d  in  water,  they  thicken  rough 
Hats  with  it^  for  Wool  is  brought  into  a  little  coni- 
pafs  by  hot  water,  and  by  how  much  the  hotter  that  is, 
the  Hats  are  made  the  thicker  by  it :  For  fince  it  is 
the  nature  of  Tartar  to  make  the  water  wherein  ’tis 
diluted  hotter  than  fire,  and  fince  there  is  much  Tar¬ 
tar  in  the  dregs,  by  virtue  of  which ,  water  acquires  a 
more  intenfe  degree  of  heat,  which  the  ignorant  Hat¬ 
ters  aferibe  to  the  limofity  of  dreg»;,  rather  to  be  at-  * 
tributed  to  the  inherent  Tartar,  hence  they  put  fo 
much  dregs  in  every  pot  as  they  know  to  be  needful 
to  the  conllipation  of  the  wool. 

And  this  is  the  ufe  to  which  prefl:  Lees  are  put,  but 
if  they  have  a  greater  quantity  than  the  Hatters  ufe, 
fometimesthey  are  corrupted,  part  turns  to  Worms> 
and  afterward  to  a  moll  (linking  dirt  fit  for  nothing. 
When  they  fell  them  to  the  Hatters,  then  the  Vinegar 
made  of  the  wine  prell  out  of  them,  which  coll  them 
little,  brings  ’em  great  profit,  otherwife  they  would 
not  gain  much  by  their  own  Art,  if  they  were  not  eas’d 
by  the  Hatters  taking  the  refidue. 

But  after  what  manner  Vinegar  may  be  made, I  lhall 
briefly  (hew :  V inegar- makersdifpofe  many  Hogiheads 
upon  Stands  afoot  high  from  the  ground, under  which 
a  pot  to  receive  the  Vinegar  is  fet,  erefted  in  a  hot 
place,  the  upper  head  being  taken  out,  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Hoglhead  they  place  two  pieces  of  Wood 
acrofs,  fullaining  another  foraminous  bottom,  upon 
which  they  put  the  Vinous  dregs,  filling  the  Vellel 
even  to  the  top,  then  they  cover  it  with  the  head  or 
fome  good  fquare  Cover,  that  little  Air  may  enter; 
when  in  two  or  three  daies,  by  putting  in  your  hand, 
fufficient  heat  is  perceiv’d,  the  wirfe  which  before  was 
prell  out  of  the  dregs,  is  to  be  pour’d  to  that  the 
wine  may  be  above  the  dregs,  fo  the  Hoglhead  dofe 
covered  is  left,  till  on  the  oppofite  row  another  Hog- 
fliead  can  be  filled  with  the  like  dregs  and  grow  hot ; 
th^nthe  Wine  being  drawn  out  of  the  firll  hoglhead, 
is  poured  into  this,  till  the  dregs  in  the  firll  hoglhead 
begin  again  to  be  hot,  which  are  again  to  be  macerated 
in  the  firft  Wine.  This  mutual  affufion  and  dqiletion 


I 


The  Ey.tr aBion 


Part  h 


292 

of  the  Wine  is  to  be  repeated  till  a  juft  acidity  follows, 
which  may  be  done  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  weeks 
according  to  the  heat  of  the  Air  i  which  will  be  good 
and  permanent  Vinegar,  to  be  kept  for  fale  in  another 
HoRhiead.  Prefently  the  firft  dregs  being  hot,  frelh 
wine  is  to  be  pour’d  to  them, doing  all  things  as  before, 
till  this  wine  alfo  lhall  become  good  V inegar.  If  you 
have  many  Hoglheads,  you  may  make  Vinegar  all 
Summer  only,  but  if  you  will  alfo  work  in  Winter, the 
place  may  be  made  hot  by  the  help  of  a  Furnace. 

After  this  manner  in  France  and  HolUnd  many  Fa^ 
milies  are  maintain’d  and  enriched,  by  the  dregs  of 
.Wine  preft  and  converted  to  Vinegar. 

And  now  I  (hall  produce  my  Invention, a  good  Gift 
of  God,  as  I  take  it,  to  good  men  ;  ’Tis  certain,  that  in 
ViniferousCountries, where  much  dregs  are  boughtfor 
a  fmall  price,  they  may  obtain  a  profit  to  themfelves 
not  to  be  defpis’d  ;  for  which  (next  to  God)  they  are 
beholden  to  me,  who  by  unwearied  toil  have  found 
this  Science ,  and  let  ’em  (liew  their  gratitude  towards 
Needy  Perfons,  left  they  incurr  the  difpleafure  of 
God,  and  fo  turn  this  BlefTing  into  a  Curfe. 

Firft  of  all,  let  there  be  a  good  Prefs,  with  a  long 
Beam, from  which  hang  weights,  let  there  be  put  in 
final!  bags  at  leaft  5  or  6  Firkins  of  Lees,  and  them 
foundly  preft. 

The  wine  that  comes  out  by  preflion,you  may  turn  to 
Vinegar,  either  by  the  help  of  other  Lees,  or  fome 
other  method  ;  pour  as  much  of  the  thick  in  the  facks 
with  a  due  proportion  of  water  into  a  Still,  let  it  not 
boil  in  ftilling,  the  Head  being  on,  apply  the  refrige¬ 
ratory,  manage  the  deftillation  as  otherwife  Spirit  ^  of 
Wine  is  wont  to  be  drawn,  keep  the  Spirit  proceeding 
thence  till  there  is  a  good  quantity  of  it,  which  you 
ought  to  retftifie  or  clarifie  by  feveral  deftillations : 
(tho  this  Spirit  is  not  abundant  in  the  dry  dregs,  yet 
there  is  fufficient  to  pay  for  the  making  of  the  Vine¬ 
gar  and ’Tartar)  when  there  comes  an  infipid  water, 
take  out  the  fire,  open  the  Pipe  or  Cock  coming  from 
the  Still,  let  the  water  with  the  dregs  run  through  the 
Channel  into  a  great  fack  put  to  the  Prefs,  when ’tis 
clofe  ty’d,  prefs  it,  that  the  moift  may  be  feparated 
from  the  dry  :  the  Liquor  cooling  in  a  peculiar  Vef- 
fel,  and  congealed  into  Tartar,  will  ftick  to  the  lides, 
the  reft  falls  down  like  fand:  Take  out  the  dregs  re¬ 
maining  in  the  fack,  dry  them  in  the  heat  of  the  Sun, 
burn  them  under  a  Still  as  wood,  and  you  will  have 
very  (harp  alhes,  commonly .  called  clavellated  alhes, 
ufefulfor  Dycrs^  the  price  of  which  (at  leaft)  exceeds 
th?:4)refrion  and  preparation  of  Tartar-  When  you 
have  finifhed  one  deftillation  with  the  Prefs,  fill  the 
empty  Deftillatory  with  frefh  water  and  dregs, as  be¬ 
fore,  and  while  you  draw  fpirit  thence,  prefs  the  firft 
dregs,  and  continually  put  the  deftillation  to  the  fame 
Prefs,  which  coming  out  hot,  don’t  put  it  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  but  give  proper  VelTels  to  each  deftillation.  The 
day  after,  put  the  firft  water  from  which  the  Tartar 
went  to  the  bottom,  to  the  third  deftillation,  inftead 
of  frefh  water, that  is,  by  diftblving  and  dcftilling  new 
dregs  in  it,  as  I  have  taught :  Let  the  feces  of  the 
fourth  deftillation  be  pour’d' in  the  fecond  water, which 
hath  let  fall  its  Tartar,  and  fo  afterwards,  by  which 
Compendium  you  will  make  no  wafte  of  Tartar,  but 
what  remains  in  the  water,  may  take  encreafe  from 
the  new  dregs  to  which  it  is  pour’d,  and  it  will  give 
its  Gain  :  But  if  you  will,  you  may  animate  that  acid 
water  from  which  the  Tartar  is  feparated,  and  with  a 
fmall  charge,  by  Grain  and  Fruits  of  Trees, give  it  life 
and  foul  again,  that  it  may  again  be  made  Wine,  not 
unlike  the  firft  preft  from  the  Lees,  after  the  fame  me= 


thod  it  is  turn’d  into  Vinegar,  (  bccaufe  ’tis  already 
(harp,  the  life  or  foul  only  that  preferve  from  Cor¬ 
ruption  being  wanting)  the  way  of  proceeding  will 
bring  great  Gain  to  him  that  undeiftands  it. 

Ifyouxknow  not  the  adminiftration,  do  as  I  have 
order’d,  and  inftead  of  common  water,  diljolve  the 
hard  dregs  in  this  acid,  and  you  will  have  good  Tar¬ 
tar  i  but  that  languid  water  may  alfo  be  adhibited  to 
other  ufes,  which  I  (hall  fet  down  in  the  end  of  this 
Book :  This  do,  that  the  feces  be  not  burnt  by  too 
great’a  fire,  nor  the  fpirit  ftink,  and  the  ftill  be  fpoil’d, 
which  you  may  prevent  if  you  anoint  the  bottom  with 
Lard  before  you  put  in  the  heavy  water,  and  draw  off 
the  fpirit.  Here  I  might  (hew  a  Compendium'where- 
by  the  dregs,  tho’  dry,  fhould  not  be  in  danger  ofbur- 
ning,  but  it  would  be  Jong  and  tedious  to  the  Reader. 
But  if  you  mind  diligently  what  I  have  written,  yon 
will  get  enough. 

When  you  have  gotten  a  good  quantity  of  Tartar 
from  the  Lees,  not  neat  to  outward  appearance,  but 
Very  like  dirt  or  fand, purge  it  yet  more,  that  either  ic 
may  be  reduc’d  to  a  very  fair  Cryftal,  or  till  itcleaves 
in  great  Fragments  to  the  fides  of  the  VelTel,  which 
you  may  effetft  by  the  following  Way.  FiD^reJica 
with  limpid  water,  almoft  to  the  top,  put  a  little  gra¬ 
nulated  Tartar  into  that  water,  foundly  boiling  to 
dilTolve,  putting  a  ftick  to  the  bottom,  you  may  fee 
when  it  is  difiblv’d,  add  more  by  degrees,  till  no  more 
will  melt  in  the  water,  which  you  may  thus  find  out : 
Fill  a  Pewter  Saucer  with  this  Liquor,  if  it  contrads; 
a  little  skin  or  cream,  it  (hews  that  it  has  enough  Tar¬ 
tar  to  produce  Cryftals,  but  if  not,  add  more  T  artar, 
till  you  fee  this  fign  in  the  pot  •,  while  it  boils, add  the 
feum  taken  o(F with  a  perforated  Brafs  Ladle,  to  the 
dry  Lees,  which  by  reafon  of  the  Tartar  adhering, 
when  burnt,  conduces  to  the  clavellated  a(hes ;  when 
the  boiling  has  drawn  Tartar  enough,  let  it  be  let  out 
thro’  the  Pipe  of  the  Still  into  a  clean  Receiver,where 
while  the  water  cools,  the  Cryftals  will  incruftate  on 
the  fides*,  apply  the  reft  of  the  water  to  the  fame  ufes, 
you  will  do  better ;  if  you  (hall  change  it  into  Wine  or 
Vinegar,  let  the  Cryftalline  roughnefs  remain  in  the 
VefiTel,  for  if  you  add  a  new  boiling,  greater  and  fai¬ 
rer  forts  of  Cryftals  will  be  made,  becaufe  by  how 
much  the  thicker  this  Tartar  is,fo  much  the  dearer  ’tis 
held ;  and  thus  you  may  conciliate  thicknefs  to  your 
Cryftals.  When  it  (hall  feem  enough,  pour  the  reft 
of  the  Solutions  into  ahother  VelTel,  in  which  the  firft 
Tartar  has  concreted,  let  it  dry  of  it  felf,  afterwards 
ftrike  the  fides  of  it  with  a  great  blow,  and  great  Frag¬ 
ments  of  Tartar  will  fall  down,  which  you  may  fell 
for  profit,put  the  velTel  to  the  fame  labour  again. 

This  is  the  exadl  defeription  of  producing  good  Vi¬ 
negar  and  Tartar  neceftary  for  many  Arts,  from  the 
bafeft  dkgs,  and  of  juftly  getting  much  profit  with  lit= 
tie  pains. 

Now  I  proceed  to  make  the  Wine  which  fome  call 
Aduft,  or  Spirit  of  Wine,  of  the  Lees  of  Wine,  with¬ 
out  any  Cofts. 

After  the  defecated  Wine  is  pour’d  out,  put  the  fe¬ 
ces  into  the  Still,  add  as  much  water  as  the  dillolution 
of  the  inherent  Tartar  requires,  kindle  a  fire,  ftir  it 
at  the  bottom  with  a  wooden  Ladle,  that  it  may  not 
burn  to  *,  when  you  can  no  longer  bear  the  heat  ofthe 
water  with  your  hand,  and  the  fpirics  break  forth, take 
out  the  Ladle,  put  on  the  Head,  and  deftil  till  you  per¬ 
ceive  no  fpirit,  but  meer  Phlegm  the  remaining  Li« 
quor  draw  out  into  a  fack  clofe  ty’d,work  it  in  the 
Prefs,  and  you  will  have  fpirit  of  wine  by  deftillation, 
and  alfo  Tartar  by  exprellion,  concretion,  cryftalifa- 
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tion,  with  double  er.creafe*,  as  I  (hall  (hew  more 
clearly  by  and  by,  that  before  you  begin  towork)you 
may  be  fure,  how  much  you  hope  to  gain  thereby,  left 
you  labour  in  vain,  maturely  confult  that  you  may  di- 
fcern  by  a  premis’d  computation  what  is  to  be  done. 

For  inftance,  Iffive  Firkins  of  Lees  coft  halfaDol- 
ler  each,  five  Firkins  will  yield  two  R-  Dollers  and  an 
half ;  from  thefe  1  prefs  out  two  Firkins  of  Wine, 
two  Firkins  remain  in  the  facks,  one  Firkin  is  fup- 
pofed  towafteinthe  transfufion,  when  yet  a  Vellel 
feldom  foaks  up  four  quarts :  I  turn  the  two  Firkins 
of  Wine  into  Vinegar ;  the  two  Firkins  of  thick  Lees 
being  diluted  with  Water,  I  draw  Spirit  of  Wine,and 
prefs  out  the  Tartar^  this  Wine  drawn  by  tfte  Fire, 
together  with  the  dregs  left  of  the  Tartar,  being  re¬ 
duced  by  burning  into  clavellated  allies,  do  equal  the 
Charge  of  making  theVinegar&Tartar,buttwo  firkins 
of  dregs  afford  from  40  to  ico  pounds  of  Tartar,  as 
the  Wine  is  fweeter  or  more  acid,  (tho’  the  harffi 
affords  more  Tartar  than  the  fweet)  but  if  they  yield 
but  40  pounds,  this  Tartar  refunds  the  price  of  the 
Leesi  the  fpirituous  Liquor  and  clavellated  A(hes,re- 
corapence  the  Wood,  and  the  two  Firkins  of  preffed 
wine  you  have  over-plus  to  be  turn’d  into  Vinegar. 

Or  if  you  buy  two  Firkins  of  Lees  for  one  R.  Dol- 
lerjfirft  you  may  draw  off  the  fpirit ;  after  that,  you 
may  prefs  out  about  ten  pounds  of  Tartar,  both  toge¬ 
ther  faleable  at  one  Doller,  as  much  as  the  Lees  coft  ^ 
all  the  Liquor  of  the  Spirit  will  be  clear  gain,  by  an 
egregious  Ihort  labour  to  grow  Rich.  Suppofe  a  Fir¬ 
kin  to  coft  a  Doller,  and  to  yield  not*above  9  pound 
of  Tartar,  each  of  which  is  worth  two  Bazeins  •,  tho’ 
fome  Lees  are  better  than  others,  yet  feldom  any  arc 
found  fopoor,  that  do  not  afford  their  value  in  Tar¬ 
tar  *,  even  the  RhenijhyFranconian^zndiAnfirtan^QinQ.  Fir¬ 
kin  yielding  one  Doller,  oftentimes  affords  fifty  pound 
of  Tartar,  or  more.  Befides,  we  muft  note,  if  the 
Lees  are  dear,  Tartar  and  burning  fpirit  of  wine  can’t 
be  cheap,  becaufe  the  dearnefs  of  them  depends  on 
the  fcarcity  of  wine ;  But  if  the  Lees  are  dear,  the 
the  Vinegar,  Spirit,  and  Tartar  cheap,  (  which  yet 
was  never  known)  fo  that  the  quantity  of  Tartar 
will  not  yield  the  price  of  the  Lees  •,  neither  alfo  can 
you  have  the  Vinegar  and  fpirituous  gratis ;  yet 
you  (hall  have  this  profit  above  others,  living  on  Vine- 
•gar  and  burning  wines  only,  tliat  the  Tartar  and  cla¬ 
vellated  A(hes  colleded  from  the  refufe  of  the  eliqua- 
ted  wine,  by  others  reje(fl;ed,you  may  get  an  help, tliat 
you  may  fell  the  fpirit  of  wine,  that  coft  you  little,  for 
more  thanotherwife.  If  therefore  he  gains  by  only 
preffing  wine,  or  deftillation  of  the  fpirit,  how  much 
rather  you  that  acquire  both  Vinegar  and  fpirit  of 
wine  from  thofe  dregs  for  a  gratuity  ? 

One  thing  more  I  add  for  confirmation :  If  8  Fir¬ 
kins  of  Lees,  that  coft  4  Dollers,  make  4  or  6  Firkins 
of  vinegar,  or  one  of  burning  wine  or  brandy,  that 
vinegar  or  brandy  yields  10  or  12  R.  Dollers:  The 
preft  or  deftilled  dregs,  if  they  give  fifty  or  fixty 
pound  of  Tartar,  they  equallize  the  firft  price  of  the 
dregs  5  but  if  there  be  a  lefs  quantity  of  Tartar,  the 
vinegar  or  fpirit  will  ftand  you  in  but  little,  which  be= 
ing  made  better,  or  fold  cheaper  than  ordinary,  you 
(the  feller)  will  allure  buyers  before  others. 

Some  man  may  fay,  the  Art  indeed  has  been  un¬ 
heard  of,  and  is  gainful,  but  does  not  agree  with  every 
age  and  condition  ;  for  all  don’t  underhand  Merchan- 
diling,  but  rather  fome  abhor  it,  feeing  the  Scriptures 
compleatiy  teftific,  that  the  fraud  between  the  buyer 
and  feller  flicks  as  faff;  as  a  Pin  between  the  ftones  of  a 
wall  •,  to  whom  I  anfwer,  that  to  every  Chriftian  an 
honeft  Occupation  is  permitted  by  Divine  Providence 
for  the  fuftentation  of  him  and  his,  but  he  need  not 
burden  hfs  Meighbour  in  any  cafe.  For  that  it  is  law¬ 


ful  to  endeavour  a  livelihood  this  way,  or  that,  is  at- 
tefted  to  by  a  laudable  example,  in  both  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament. 

This  is  the  true  way  of preffmg  wine  from  Lees, and 
reducing  it  to  Vinegar,  and  drawing  out  Brandy  and  • 
Tartar,  and  incinerating  the  refufe-  ,  » 

It  remains  that  I  fet  down  the  ufes  to  W'hich  the  reft 
of  the  water  from  the  Tartar  may  be. adhibited  with 
profit  ^  but  we  muft  know  by  the  way,  that  the  four- 
nefs  in  that  water  is  nothing  but  Tartar  diliblved, 
which  does  not  fake  a  Cryffalline  form  at  the  lides  of 
theVeffel  :  there^re  this  acid  water  performs  what- 
foever  is  effedtedby  Tartar  diluted  in  common  water. 

Since  there  is  no  man  but  knows  how  to  diffolve 
Copper  in  tartarifed  water,  without  the  help  of  fair, 
as  in  the  dealbation  of  ordinary  Coins  and  Silver  Vef- 
fels  among  the  filver-workers,  may  be  feen,  who  take 
away  the  Copper  flicking  in  the  uipcrficies  of  money 
or  filvcr-veflels  by  boiling,  the  filver  appearing  as  if  it 
had  nothing  of  copper  mix’d  with  it  :  to  this  work 
the  afqrefaid  water  may  be  very  profitably  applied  ; 
and  feeing  that  a  great  quantity  of  it  remains  in  the 
working  of  the  Leesftt  can  fcarceiy  be  better  imploy’d 
than  by  the  follqwing  method,  ^f  thg  viler  Marcafites 
of  Copper,  every  where  obvious,  and  which  cannot 
otherwife  be-meited  with  profit, ias  alfo  the  Scoria  or 
drofs  of  Copper,  which  is  thrown  away,  be  boil’d  in 
this  water,  it  will  attradl  the  Copper  to  it  felf  •,  caft 
in-FilingsofIron,and  they  will  be  exalted  into  Cop¬ 
per,  and  the  extradled  Copper  will  be  precipitated 
■from  the  water  by  the  addition  of  the  Iron.  This 
gradation  of  Iron  into  Copper  being  done,  which  in 
outward  appearance  will  be  like  a  dirty  Mudd,  it  is  to 
be  edulcorated  with  clear  water,  and  tlicn  throughly 
melted  by  the  force  of  fire,  which  will  yield  a  very  fair 
Copper  ,no  way  coming  fhort  of  other  Copper  in  gcod- 
nefs.  Which  Labour  is  very  profitable,  becaufe  a 
great  quantity  of  tartariz’d  water  proceeds  from  this 
Worki  but  that  it  may  the  more  eafily  aft  upon  the 
Copper, in  extrafting  it  from  the  ftone  or  Marcafitc,a 
little  fait  is  .to  be  added  in  the  boiling. 

But  if  the  Marcafite  or  Copprious-fto.nc  abound  with 
too  much  fulphur,  which  yet  feldom  happens  in  the 
more  ignoble  Marcafites,  they  muft  firft  be  torrefied, 
that  the  fulphur  may  be  burnr,then  to  be  ground,  and 
boil’d  with  thetartaris’d  water,  and  precipitated  with 
Iron ;  which  way  more  Copper  is  acquir’d  than  was 
in  the  Copprious=ftone  it  felf, becaufe  while  it  is  preci¬ 
pitated,  part  of  the  Iron  is  exalted  to  Copper,  part 
turns  to  Vitriol  unlike  to  the  natural  in  hardnefs',  for 
a  green  folution  remains,  whereby  Cloth  and  Yarn 
are  made  as  black  as  with  common  Vitriol alfo  it  af¬ 
fords  the  beft  Black  for  Shoemakers  to  colour  their 
Leather,  and  is  naturally  adapted  with  Oak  to  conci¬ 
liate  a  black  colour  to  W ood. 

If  this  vitriolated  Water  be  boil’d  in  an  Iron  Pot 
till  it  be  dry,  and  the  refidue  melted  in  a  ftrong  fire, 
you  will  obtain  a  moft  tenacious  or  tough  Iren  of  won» 
derful  virtue,  if  not  to  be  preferr’d  to  good  Copper, 
at  leaft  to  be  compar’d  with  it.  And  fo  ^tlie  common 
Copprice-ftone  of  Iron  is  better  than  the  filings  or 
fcales  of  Iron,  if  with  the  Lees  of  wine  it  be  reduc’d  oy 
the  fpirit  of  the  world  into  fmall  Balls, vvhen  you  melt 
them,  a  very  duflile  and  pure  Iron  v/ill  come  out,  fit 
for  more  ufes  than  common  Iron ;  which  labours  if  any 
will  enter  upon, they  will  reap  fruits  not  to  be  defpis  d. 

It  would  not  be  befide  the  matter  to  annex  the  man¬ 
ner  how  you  might  ufe  both  your  Tartar  and  Allies, at 
home,  neither  that  you  might  be  forc’d  to  fell  them  a- 
broad,  but  it  would  be  too  long,  and  rather  inu  tful 
than  profitable  to  the  prefent  bufinefs.  Tills  I  think  to 
treat  of  farther  another  time,  by  the  Grate  of  God- 
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Wherein  is  Treated  of 


The  Concentration  of  Wine,  Corn,  and  Wood,  and  the  more 
profitable  ufe  of  them,  than  hath  hitherto  been. 


T  o 

All  thofe  Patrons  that  Love  GOD,  and  favour, their  Country, 

health.  ' 


Te  PioHs^  Prudent^  and  your  Conntry-loving  Patrons. 

E  Moft  Excellent  Glorious  God,  and 
I  our  moft  Merciful  and  Bountiful  Father, 
1  hath  ( out  of  his  great  Love  unto,  and 
Fatherly  Care  of  us,  from  Eternity)  fet 
Nature  before  our  Eyes,  that  he  might  fignifie  to  us 
fiis  Will  which  faid  Nature,  is  no  other  thing  hut 
the  proper,  eternal,  and  only  Will  of  God-  To 
this  Nature,  God  hath  (as  to  his  obedient  and  faith¬ 
ful  Inftrument)  abfolutely  delivered,  and  committed 
his  Will  and  Command  to  be  by  her  faithfully  and  dili¬ 
gently  performed ;  Ihe  accomplifheth  the  Task  impo- 
fedon  her,  without  interm ilTion,  nor  refteth  ftie  one 
moment  of  time  from  doing  the  Divine  Will  with 
her  utmoft  ftudy  and  endeavour. 

Therefore,  defervedly  ought  we  to  learn  to  know, 
worlhip,  and  love  the  Creator  above  all  things  elfe 
whatfoever,  feeing  the  Creator  is  known  by  the  Crea¬ 
tures. 

If  his  Creatures  be  great,  and  unperceivable  to  our 
fight,  and  fo  wonderful  ■,  certainly  it  of  necelTity  fol¬ 
lows,  Chat  the  Creator  is  far  greater,  and  far  beyond 
all  Human  Underftanding  •,  and  this,  every  one  may 
eafily  underftand:  ’Tis  therefore  clearly  and  evi¬ 
dently  manifeft,  that  God  Created  ail  things  for  the 
fervice  of  man,  that  he  might  thereby  acknowledge 
the  Divine  Bounty,  and  Honour,  and  fear  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  andbeftower  of  all  good  things;  and  yield  him 
due  Thanks  for  his  Gifts. 

But  feeing  that  it  may  fo  be,  that  the  moft  juft  Gcd 
willfometime  or  other,  at  laft  (being  provoked  by 


the  perfidious  malice  of  men,  avenge  himfelf  on  the 
moft  Impious  living  of  this  perverfe  World,  by  bring¬ 
ing  fcarcity  of  Food,  (War,  and  the  Plague j  ;  and  I 
feeing  that  it  may  fo  be,  as  that  the  fmall  Company 
of  the  Pious,  lying  hid  amdngft  the  Impious  Crew  of 
the  wicked,  may  partake  of  the  fame  punifhment : 
Therefore  I  thought  it  very  expedient,  with  a  cheer¬ 
ful  mind  to  publiih  (to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  my 
Country,  and  for  the  comfort  and  folacing  of  its  Pi¬ 
ous  Inhabitants )  the  Talent  that  God  hath  vouchfa- 
fed  unto  me,  by  the  help  of  which,  very  many  fuch 
Calamities  as  may  come,  "viz..  Famine,  War,  and 
the  Plague,  may  be  prevented. 

But  the  way  I  have  pitched  on  to  ferve  my  Country 
in,  doth  chiefly  confift  in  the  manifertation  and  Reve- 
lation  of  thofe  moft  great  Treafures  that  lie  hidden 
in  Germany^  being  fuch  as  by  the  regardlefnefs  of  Men 
have  been  hitherto  unknown,  unfought,  and  not  got* 
ten  forth.  I  have  therefore  endeavoured,  faithftilly 
to  manifeft  in  this  prefent  Treatife,  by  what  means 
thofe  T reafures  are  to  be  fought  for,  and  rightly  or¬ 
dered  for  the  profit  of  my  Country  *,  and  withal,  to 
open  the  Treafures  of  the  Noble  State  of  Germany 
wherewith  it  is  moft  abundantly  enriched,  beyond  all  t 
the  other  Countries  of  Europe,  and  hath  hitherto  cn* 
joyed,  and  tiled  (but  not  fo  well  as  it  fliould  iiave  I 
donej  wz..  Wine,  Corn,  Wood,  Minerals,  and 
Metals-  For  Ungrateful  Men  have  extrcamly  wafted 
unprofltably,  the  moft  wealthy,  and  rich  Benediction 
of  God,  who  hath  beftowed  \Atneaud  Corn  on  them, 
in  abundance,  and  the  Rclicks  (which  they  fpent  not) 
have  they  fufFered  to  corrupt  and  pcrifli  with  lying. 
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Nor  is  there  any  body  that  doth  in  the  leaft:  entertain 
any  thoughts,  by  what  means  fuch  an  abundance  of  fo 
great  Gifts,  might  be  kept  and  preferved  for  future 
years,  which  may  be  accompany’d  with  extream  fear- 
city  and  Dearth.  Every  one  fhifts  for  himfelf  and  his, 
with  that  plenty  of  Goods  he  enjoys ;  and  leaves  ano- 
t  ther  to  take  care  for  himfelf,  and  to  fee  for  time  to 
i  come,  that  he  provide  himfelf  for  things  necelTary 
whereon  to  live-  And  it  is  come  to  fuch  a  pafs,that  the 
overplus  which  remains  of  the  abundance  of  the  Blef- 
ling  of  God,  is  mecrly  call  away  through  a  carelefs 
difregard,  andfo  nothing  is  preferved  for  after  times. 
And  yet  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  when  he  fed 
many  thoufands  of  Men  with  Bread,  commanded  his 
Difciples  carefully  to  preferve  the  remaining  Crumbs, 
that  nothing  might  be  loft^  the  which  without  all 
doubt  he  did  for  no  other  end,  but  that  we  mighthave 
the  Gifts  of  God  in  high  efteem.  But  where  (liall  we 
i  find  fuch  as  will  imitate,  and  do  the  fame  ^  certainly 
:  no  where,  which  is  inexcufable  with  God  and  good 
Men.  Certainly  fuch  a  largefs  of  Divine  Gifts,  is 
not  bellowed  on  us,  that  they  (hould  miferably  perifh, 
or  be  call  away  •,  but  we  (hould  rather  labour  and  take 
care  of  diligent  laying  up  and  preferving  (likefoma; 

I  ny  Laborious  Ants )  all  that  overabundantnefs  which 
we  cannot  make  ufe  of.  Let  it  be  but  confidered,  I 
pray,  in  what  great  heaps  Corn  lies  heaped  hoarded 
up,  and  is  fpoiled.  And  is  it  not  the  fame  with  Wine, 
i  which  being  gathered  in  fuch  over-great  quantities,  is 
become  vile  and  abjed,  or  call  away  ? 

What,  cannot  there  be  ftore  laid  up  out  of  this 
very  plenty  (which  now  isgrutched  at,  as  ’twere)  as 
fo  many  great  Treafures  for  future  Calamitous 
Years  ? 

Well  hov,  ever,  though  as  yet  this  hath  been  left  un= 
done,  yet  I  am  confident,  that  fome  good  Houfhqld- 
ers  will  be  found,  that  will  not  defpife  this  Inftrudion 
I  and  Admonition  of  mine,  but  will  condenfe  the  fo 
much  fuperfluity  of  Wine,  and  Corn,  and  preferve  it 
againfl:  future  Years  fcarcity.  Nor  do  I  at  all  doubt, 
but  that  others,  after  they  have  by  this  Book  well 
I  learned  the  manner,  will  turn  the  fuperfluous,  and 
call  away  \yood  (which  lies  and  rots,  and  is  reduced 
!  to  nothing)  into  Salt'-petre  in  great  quantities ;  that 
by  its  help  the  Enemies  may  be  refilled,  andthelnha- 
i  bitants  defended.  But  in  the  three  following  Parts, 
j  which  treat  of  the  Concentration  of  Metals,  and  Mi- 
!  nerals,  wherein  all  kinds  of  Medicaments  refilling  na- 
I  tural  Difeafes,  lhall  be  taught,  1  know  that  every  one 
1  will  find  refrelhment,  and  help,  againll  the  future 
:  Plague,  and  Contagious  Difeafes.  So  then,  when  we 
I  have  Food  and  Drink  necefiary  for  a  Livelyhood,  and 
I  Salt-Nitre  to  defend  us  againll  our  Enemies,  and  Me- 
i  dicinesferving  for  the  prefervation  of  us  in  Health, 
i  there  remains  nothing  elfe  we  can  define,  fave  a  little 
I  Gold  and  Silver,  by  which  we  may  exercife  Trade,  or 
j  Merchandife,  and  furnilh  our  felves  with  Outlandifli 
!  Wares.  The  which,  that  we  alfo  may  get  out  of 
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thofe  Mountains,  we  every  where  meet  withal,  and 
out  of  thofe  abjetl,  and  given-over  Mine- pits, 

I  quellion  not,  but  ( God  permitting)  to  elfe^T  it, 
and  clearly  to  lltew  it  in  the  three  following  Books 
of  the  Concentration  of  Minerals  and  Metals.  Upon 
this  account  I  would  no  longer  keep  by  me  this  fmall 
Book  of  the  Concentration  of  things,  but  publilh  it 
to  the  Honour  of  God  and  my  Country,  (it  being  a 
Talent  vouchfafed  me  by  God-) 

I  do  therefore  Dedicate  it  to  all  Pious,  Faithful, and 
Good  Houlholders,  hoping  that  my  fincere  Admoni¬ 
tion,  and  Inllruftion,  will  find  fome  place,  and  not 
be  rejedled. 

The  three  Parts  I  promifed,  lhall  fiiortly  follow : 
Furthermore,  I  offer  my  moll  faithful  help  to  every 
one  in  the  opening  and  revealing  the  faid  Concentra¬ 
tion  of  Wine,  Corn,  Wood, Minerals,  and  Metals  j 
for  all  things  being  in  a  readinefs,  1  can  eafily  Ihew 
the  manner  of  Concentration*  And  feeing  I  am  ig¬ 
norant,  how  long  a  time  the  molt  Merciful  God  will 
vouchfafe  unto  me,  the  ufe  of  life  and  light  ;  I  would 
not  willingly  bury  with  me  a  Science  fo  eminent,  fo 
Noble,  and  fo  profitable  to  my  Country.  But  if  now 
it  Ihould  fo  fhll  out, that  few  or  none  Ihould  at  all  mind 
it,  yet  have  I  done  my  part,  and  fatisfied  my  Confei- 
ence  •  Though  indeed  Ido  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but 
that  there  will  be  fome  good  and  faithful  Houlholders, 
by  whom  thefe  Profitable  Inventions  of  mine,  will  be 
regarded,  and  be  made  ufe  of  for  God’s  Honour, 
and  for  the  Confervation  of  the  Country,  and  its  In¬ 
habitants. 

This  I  certainly  know,  that  if  this  Counfel,  or 
Direction  of  mine,  concerning  the  Concentration  of 
Wine,  Corn,  Wood,  and  Minerals  (which  proceeds 
from  the  fimplicity  and  fincerity  of  my  mind)  (hall 
find  any  place  of  entertainment,  that  our  moft  praife- 
worthy  Country  of  Germany,  will  in  a  few  Years 
fpace  become  moft  exceeding  happy,  and  be  fo  enrich¬ 
ed,  that  both  high  and  low  will  be  much  joyed,  and 
praife  God,  and  give  him  thanks. 

But  I  eafily  conjedure  with  what  various  and  diffe¬ 
rent  Judgments  this  Off-fpring  of  my  Brain,  will  be 
expounded.  One  will  haply  give  credit  to  the  things 
I  have  faid ;  but  another  will  condemn  and  difdain 
them,  as  mere  Irapofiibilities,  and  Dreams.  But  how¬ 
ever,  the  truth  will  at  length  break  forth,  and  the 
work  it  felf  will  purchafe  to  its  Mafter  due  Praife,  and 
herein  I  content  my  felf.  The  moft  BlelTed,  moft 
Merciful  God,  and  our  Father,  that  great  Houlholder, 
bellow  on  us  his  Divine  Benedidion,  that  fo  we  may 
inftitute  in  moft  places  of  this  our  moft  dear  Country 
this  Concentration  of  Wine,  Corn,  Wood,  and  Mi¬ 
nerals  and  may  by  the  help  thereof  obtain  fuch 
Treafures,  as  may  ^erve  for  the  fuftaining  of  our  life, 
in  time  to  come,  atd  for  the  refilling  of  our  enemies, 
and  for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  help  and  fuccour 
of  very  many  needy  ones  in  Diftrefs. 
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F  the  Proverbs  of  the  Ancients  are  to  k  embraced  as 
Kholfom  Do^rinesj  then  certainly  this  (being  none 
of  the  leaf')  is  not  to  be  rejected  \  and  is  thus  ^  That 
he  that  will  not  hear,  ’tis  fit  he  fhould  afterwards 
feel,  '^he  meaning  of  it  is  this  -^Jf  fo  be  anyone  be  re- 
^ardlefsof  a  vearning^  and  focome  to  damage-,  everyone 
is  mnt  thus  to  fay  of  him.  He  is  but  jiiftly  rewarded  why 
did  he  not  yield  to  afaithfd  warning  f  who  will  help  him 

But  however-,  J  have  endeavoured  (^for  the  Honour  of 
God  of  the  Magifrate,  and  of  my  Country-,  and  the  be' 
nefit  of  my  Nekhbour)  to  fliew,  by  good  Admonition, 
and  by  a  prof  table  Teflimony,  by  what  means,  that  great 
plenty  we  have  in  thefe  as  yet  profperous  times,  wherein  we 
have  abundance  of  Corn,  iVine,  and  other  things  in  great 
plenty  throughout  all  Germany,  may  not  unproftably  be 
lojl  ;  but  be  preferved  for  fupport  in  thofe  years  of  jear- 
city  that  arc  next  to  come,  according  as  Jofeph  that  mofl 
excellent  Steward  mentioned  in  Holy  Writ  is  faid  to  have 

done.  .  ■  f 

And  now  that  there  may  be  as  much  prevention  as  is  poj~ 

ftble  that  the  Wine,  and  Corn  perift  not  with  lying,  but 
be  preferved  again f  a  future  Jcarcity,  I  have  publified 
this  little  Book,  for  every  ones  view,  concerning  the  Con¬ 
centration  of  regetablcs.  Animals,  Minerals,  and  Me. 
tals,  in  which,  the  profperity  and  felicity  of  all  Germany, 
and  indeed  the  Vnivcrjfal  Treafure  and  Wealthinefs  of  the 

tvhole  World,  is  feated-  „  t  r  i- 

And  becaiife  fuch  an  abundant  plenty  of  all  thefe  things 
begets  a  naufeating  and  loathing,  as  it  were,  of  thofe  Mi¬ 
nerals,  Metals,  Wine,  and  Corn,  wherewith  Germany 
exceeds  all  the  other  Countries  of  Europe’,  1  judged  it 
■well  worth  while  to  conftringe,  or  concentrate  this  plenty 
into  a  lit  tie  room,  and  prefer  ve  it  from  the  lofs  and  dejtru- 
a ton  of  the  fame,  arijing  from  Negligence  and  Contempt. 
For  when  Juch  vile,  or  cheap  things  are  driven  into  a  [mall 
compafs,  the  bafer  and  unprofitable  part  goes  of  ,  and  the 
nobler  and  better  part  is  driven  together,  and  preferved^ 
and  doth  not  foeafity  become  corrupt  as  afore,  -when  both 
cood  and  had  are  commixed  together . 

**  this  is  to  be  Hvderfioodof  the  AUttevals^y  ^nd  Jl4e^ 

tals,  and  of  Wine,  Corn,  and  Wood.  For  where  the  Wa¬ 
ter  is  feparated  from  the  Wine  and  Beer,  and  the  more 
Noble  Parts  are  Concentred,  as  it  were  into  a  Centre,  you 
may  even  preferve  them  as  long  as  you  lift .  And  when  you 
need  either  Wine,  or  Beer,  the  concentrated  parts  maybe 
relaxed  by  the  appofition  of  Wt$ter,  and  be  enlarged,  tnfo- , 
much,  that  one  Htf el  will  hold  fix  Vefelsof  Wme-,  and 
this,  "'taking  up  but  one  place,  and  yet  contains  fix  times 
thecjuannty,  there  will  not  need  fo  muchcofls,  nor  will  fo 
much  Wine  be  [polled  by  vapouring  away,  as  would  be  by 
fix  Wine  y'efels,  which  must  always  be  kept  full.  Be  fides, 
this  farther  benefit  arijeth  hencefrom,  viz.  That  out  of 
fuch  concentred  Juices  (^if  they  be  at  hand)  there  may 
be  made  every  Autumn  new  Wines  fooner  than  ordinary, 
4  <, or  ^  weeks  time  or  more,  and  be  fold  at  a  bigger  rate, 
than  in  the  very  Autumn  Scafon,  when  the  Crapes  are 

ripe,  and  every  Body  fn-niifhed  with  Wine. 

jyjg.  For  fuel}  a  wcrkthcre  is  recjuifiie  a  certain  pecu¬ 
liar  Infirumcnt ,  and  artificial  knack.,  by  the  help  of  which 
the  Adufi  may  be  holpento  a  fpeedy  fermentation  ;  tkece 
are  al/o  ether  Conveniences  ie  inch  arije  from  thefe  thus 


concentred  APufis,  which  for  Brevities  fk  we  here  omit. 

So  likewife  Beer  being  after  the  fame  manner  cohccntrcd, 
doth  bring  a  many  more  Utilities  than  ordinary  Beer.  Fejf 
that  Corn  which  eight  Barrels  were  fcarce  fuficicnt  to 
contain  afore,  need  no  more  but  one  here,  the  which  being 
put  in  the  Beer  V ?fel,  will  not  turn  into  V rrmin  j  nor  wdl 
it  flie  out  of  the  Barn,  but  may  be  ufed  after  i  o  or  zo 
years.  Such  Artificial  FaPlitious  Ales,  feeing  they  are 
(in  their  conden fat  ion)  befed  a  longer  while,  are  far  bet» 
ter  than  the  common  forts  which  are  made  of  dried  Corn, 
or  Malt,  Whofoever  therefore  fiiall  in  a  great  plenty  of 
Grain,  buy  up  Corn,  and  condenfe  it  by  fuch  Artificial 
Concentrations,  and  fo  lay  it  by,  till  a  fcarcity  comes, 
will  gain  abundantly,  and  will  not  only  get  to  himfelf  an 
honefi,  and  to  others  no  ways  injurious  profit ;  but  will 
withal  (.being  thus  fiudious  of  Charity  and  Mercy)  de¬ 
ferve  exceeding  well  of  his  Neighbour,  if  he  helps  him  in 
his  great  necejfity,and  he  will  readily  pay  him  for  his  Corn, 
whereby  he  may  get  Money  to  fufiatn  his  Family  and  be  a 
profitable  gainer. 

So  then,  no  body  is  injured  by  this  condenfation, and  con¬ 
centration  of  Ale,  or  Wine,  but  both  the  Buyer  and  Sel¬ 
ler  are  Gainers,  and  this  fhould  of  right,  bs  in  every 
Man's  heart,  what  condition  foever  he  be  of.  It  would 
be  well  done  of  Noble  Men,  Princes,  Kings,  Emperors, 
and  other  Alagifirates  and  Common  Wealths,  if  they 
would  provide  tn  their  Store-houjes  for  Warfare,  fuch 
kitd  of  condenfed  Liquors,  and  Juices,  that  fo  the  poor 
may  ima  time  of  fcarcity  be  made  partakers  of  that  plenty, 
and  they  will  have  no  lofs  thereby,  but  rather  benefit. 

But  the  Condenfation  of  Wood,  and  turning  it  into  Salt* 
petre  or  Nitre,  is  far  more  profitable  than  that  of  Wine  or 
Ale  ;  for  wood  may  be  had  even  as  it  were  gratis,  and  be 
with  a  very  [mall  Cofl  tranf muted  into  Nitre  •,  the  which 
may  be  kpt  without  hurt  in  the  Storehoufes  for  a  long  time,  1 
feeing  it  is  not  wont  to  corrupt  or  perijh,  and  be  there  con- 
ferved  until  it  be  made  up  into  G un-powder  with  Coals  and 
Sulphur,  both  which  are  alfo  not  fubjeH  to  corruption  j  fit 
that  it  is  not  fo  very  necejfary  ( nay,  rather  it  is  hurtful ) 
to  have  fuch  vafi  quantities  of  Gun-powder  in  their  Caftles 
and  fenced  places.  There  are  examples  enough  of  Towers 
in  which  Gun-powder  hath  been  (lirred  up,  which  either 
through  negligence,  or  elfe  by  lightning,  being  fired,  have 
in  lefs  than  a  moments  time  o'returrPd  whole  Cities,  and 
/lain  abundance  of  men.  Now  this  mighty  iriconveniency 
may  eafily  be  prevented  by  this  only  Remedy,  yh.,  Jf  the 
Powder  be  not  madeupfut  the  matter  thereof  (yh..  Nitre-» 
Sulphur,  and  Coals)  be  only  kept  in  readinefs,  wherewith 
the  faid  Powder  may  be  made,  as  necejfity  requires  :  Be- 
fides,  herein  alfo  doth  the  concentration  of  Wood  exceed  (as 
to  profit)  the  condenfation  of  Wine  and  Ale,  not  only  be-* 
caufe  there  lie  vajl  heaps  of  Minerals  in  GQvmzny, (which 
not  containing  a  fixt  and  corporeal  Gold,  are  thcrefore  dif 
efieemed)  that  admit  of  a  feparation  of  their  better  part, 
and  fixation  of  it  by  Nitre ;  but  withal,  the  meaner  Me¬ 
tals  (their  fupe'rflnous  S/dphitr  being  burnt  up)  may  be  tranf  ■■ 
muted  into  bet  nr  ;  and  the  perfebl  Metals,  viz.  Cold  and 
Silver,  may  (  by  the  help  thereof  )  be  deBroyed,  and  be  tn* 
forced  or  concentred  into  a  better  part  •,  the  which  thing 
the  following  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Parts  treat  cf . 

So  then,  this  Tranf  mu  at  ion  of  Wood  into  Salt- petre  or 
Tar  tar, of  both  which  not  only  great  quantities  may  be  fold. 

Lilt 
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hut  maybe  alfo  af filed  tofundry  ufes^  will  bring  to  our 
noble  Conwy  a/ Germany  (w  which  there  is  an  incredi¬ 
ble  quantity  of  Wood  to  be  had  almofi  every  where  gratis) 
a  mofi  notable  encreafe  of  Power  and  Strength,  not  only 

againli  its  future,but  its  prefent  Enemies. 

Whofoever  therefore  jhall  have  abundance  ofWood,jhaU 
I  likewife  be  enriched  with  fiore  of  Wealth,  provided  he  will 
I  butfet  his  hand  to  the  work^,  and  not  fear  that  ever  Salt¬ 
petre  vpill  be  fuch  a  Drug,  as  to  be  of  no  value ^  and  not 
vendible:  Andyetifitffouldfo  he,  yetintheExplica^. 
tion  of  my  Miraculum  Mundi>  already  publijhed^  1  have 
,  manifeftedfo  much,  and  will,  in  the  three  following  parts 
of  this  Book,  mamfefi  fuch  things  as  concern  the  ufe  of 
■  this  Salt  that  there  will  never  want  fuch,  as  penetrating 
into  the  knowledge  of  thefe  Secrets,  wi II  not  full  well  know 
its  Vfe. 

■  He  that  hath  Eyes,  let  him  look  about, and  ufe  them,  for 
the  time  comes, yea,  and  by  little  and  little  approacheth,  in 
which  Knowledge  will  be  a  profitable  thing  •,  and  it  wiU  be 
''  well  for  thofe  who  are  feafoned  with  the  knowledge  of  things 
profitable.  Kcrily,  Knowledge  is  better  than  fiore  of  Goods, 

for  no  body  can  carry  them  with  him,  nor  (in  fame  cafes') 

help  either  himfelf  or  his  Friends  with  them.^  Happy  is  he 
that  can  fay  with  the  Philofopher,  All  that  is  mine  do  1 
:  carry  with  me;  How  injuriou^y  do  they  fpeakof  the  mofi 

bountiful  Lord  God,  who  accuje  Him  for  that  He  hath 
forborn  the  befiowing  of  Wine,  plenty  of  Corn,  Pome-Ci- 
(  irons,  and  Cold  on  fome  Countries,  and  yet  fully  as  great 
i  Treafures  are  to  be  found  there,  if  the  Eyes  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  were  not  darkened  ?  If  there  were  nothing  elfe,  yet 
'  certainly  there  is  Wood  to  be  found,  which  without  any  la- 
!  hour,  cofis,  or  trouble  of  Rich  or  Poor,  doth  grow  night  and 
day ^ and  offers  it  felf  unto  us,  and  as  it  were,  faith  unto  us 
I  in  thefe  words  ■,  What !  am  I  of  no  ufe  ?  Do  not  I  come 
^  forth  to  thy  view,that  thou  maift  by  contemplating  on 
meacknowledgthe  Divine  Bounty, and  makeuleofme 
=  withthankfuinefs?  There  is  not  therefore  any  reafon  why 
one  Country  fimld  exalt  it  felf  before  another,  becaufe  tt  ts 
better  •,  or  contraniy  complain,  that  the  Divine  Benedi- 
btion  lefs  re^ arded  it  than  other  Countries  j  no,  each  Count 
I  f^y  hal^  enough,  if  it  would  but  be  content  with-  what  it 
poffeffeth..  As  for  thofe  Countries  which  are  even  defiitute 
i  of  Wood,  they  do  never thelefs  abundantly  enjoy  the  Divine 
;  Benediction  ;  witnefs  Ifland,  and  other  cold  Northern 
Countries,  which  have  their  Corn,  and  other  Neceffaries 
for  Life,  brought  them  out  of  other  Countries.  But  now 
on  the  other  hand,  thefe  Countries  afford  Cod  or  Stockefifi 
I  dried",  and  fo,  though  they  want  Trees,  Fruit,  Corn,  and 
W^ine  yet  they  do  not  want,  and  are  equally  as  well  nouri- 
Jhed  by  the  Divine  Bounty  as  the  reft  be.  Though  they 
want  Wood,  yet  have  they  Pit-Coals  ;  for  the  Earth  there 
is  very  fulphureous,and  at  the  JlTountain  Hekla  it  burns 
perpetually,  and  cafis  out  fire,  fmoak,  and  ajhes,  and  yields 
to  the  Imabitants  a  great  quantity  of  Brim fione, which  they 
dig  out  and  fell  to  our  Country  Mariners  and  Traffiquers, 
thereby  fufiaining  themfelves. 

Someone  or  other  may  cbjeCi  to  me  and  fay.  Seeing  that 
Salt-petre  is  to  be  accompted  of  as  an  Univerfal  Subjeft , 
and  to  be  found  in  all  things^  it  muff  neceffarily  be,  that 
feeing  Ifland  has  no  Wood  at  all,  the  Salt'petre  is  to  be 

found  in  the  dry  Stockzfifi^,  for  otherwife  this  Salt  can^t  be 

faid  to  beVLeiiytt^zl,  as  being  not  to  be  found  in  fuch  or 
fuch  a  C ountry. 

Well  then,  to  clear  this  doubt,  I  do  affirm,  (as  J  f  aid  be¬ 
fore')  that  Nitre  is  in  Fijhes  alfo,  though  not  in  fuch  plenty 
aS  in  other  fubjeCls,v\z.  in  Wine,  Wood,  and  Corn  :  But 
it  is  found  far  more  plentif idly  and  potently  in  Stones,  with 
which  thofe  Countries  are  well  fiored  ;  and  any  one  may 
eafilyguefs  what  Riches  they  would  produce,  were  they  but 
Verftd  in  the  knowledge  how  to  extraCl  it  j  for  in  Stones 


which  by  burning  are  turned  into  Lime,  (the  which  may  be 
done  without  Wood,  even  by  dried  Turf  or  Pit-coal,  and 
that  eaflyj  Nitre  is  as  abundantly  hidden,  as  in  Wood, 
and  in  other  F" getablcs  :  Nor  is  there  ought  elj e  requifite, 
jave  the  knowledge  of  the  way  of  its  extraction. 

If  therefore  that  harfh  and  wild  kind  of  Country, where¬ 
in  nothing  grows,  be  put  in  the  Philofophical  balance,  with 
the  mofi  rich  Country,  it  would  (feeing  it  contains  hidden 
in  its  Earth  and  Stones  fuch  great  Treafures')  eafily  ex¬ 
ceed  it,  and  obtain  the  chief  efi place.  There  is  therefore  no 
reafon  why  any  one  fhould  complain  before  God :  A  fmall 
man  doth  ufually  exceed,  as  to  fwijtnejs  and  agility,  one 
that  is  big  :ind  tall:  A  weak  man  may  oppofe  the  acutenefsof 
his  wit  againfi  the  firength  of.  the  lufiy  :  A  poor  man  en- 
joys  Qmetude,  and  patiently  undergoes  his  more  hard  for¬ 
tunes  j  but  contrariwife,  the  rich  \is  invirened  with  cares. 
And  this  may  be  alfo  under  food  of  other  living  Creatures. 
Thefe  things  being  well  confdtred,  every  one  may  under- ' 
fiand  and  perceive,  that  God  hath  fatisfied  every  one,  and 
that  there  ts  no  Creature  that  canjufily  complain. 

It  is  reported  of  the  Peruvian  part  of  America, ^  hat  it 
is  enriched  with  the  moCt  abounding  Silvery  Mountain  P0“ 
tofij  fated  in  a  part  of  that  Region,  and  is  about  fome 
German  miles  in  compafs,anfi  that  it  doth  by  its  exceeding 
cold  Air  hinder  the  growing  of  any  Vegetables,  andyet  noti 
withfianding,  there  is  fuch  a  notable  power  and  excellency 
obtained  by  the  Riches  of  that  place,  that  the  City  there 
founded  doth  abound  with  the  befi  Wine,  Corn,  Sugar, and 
other  fuch- like  neceffary  things,  and  is  farce  inferiour  in 
bignefs  and  fair  Buildings  to  any  City  of  Germany?  and 
from  this  very  Mountain  only  receiveth  it  this  felicity .  It 
is  hence  evident,  that  all  fuch  things  are  not  unprofitable, 
which  (  by  reafon  of  the  meannefs  of  the  outward  fhape  ) 
are  not  fo  well  known  to  every  body ;  for  fometimes  a  Coun¬ 
tryman  throws  a  Stone  at  a  Cow,  which  is  far  more  worth 
than  the  price  of  the  Cow  is,  andyet  it  is  contemned,  be- 
cauf  unknown. 

The  external  and  fuperficial  Figure  therefore  of  a  thing 
is  not  alwaies  to  be  regarded,  but  its  inward  parts  are  to  be 
f  arch’d  into  and  viewed  j  and  that  we  may  attain  hereun¬ 
to,  Alchymy  points  out  to  us  the  way,  ( fie  being  the  Infir u- 
ment  of  the  true  praif e-worthy  Philofophy)  and  opens  the 
Gate,  whereby  we  may  fearch  into  the  inmofi  bowels  of 
every  thing. 

He  who'wed  knows  the  fire,  and  the  ufe  thereof,  will  not 
be  difireffed  with  want.  And  he  that  has  no  knowledge  of 
the  fame,  neither  will  he  throughly  fearch  into  Natures 
Treafures  :  From  thefe  things  it  is  evident  what  Treafures 
we  Germans  do  unknowingly  poffefs,  and  yet  convert 
them  not  to  our  ufe-,.  And  were  not  foreign  parts  as  igno¬ 
rant  too  of  thefe  things  as  we  our  f elves  are,  they  would 
readily  have  upbraided  us  Germans,  that  we  fpend  more 
time  in  eating  and  drinkjng ,  than  on  good  Arts  and 
Sciences. 

Now  as  concerning  my  writings  about  the  concentration 
of  Wine,  Corn,  andWood,andthecondenfationof'em, 
I  Jhall  never  be  bettdf  able  to  prove  and  confirm  the  Truth 
of  the  fame,  than  by  producing  it  to  manifefi  light,  thatfo 
the  Eyes feeing  it,  all  admiration  may  ceafe,  and  ad  incre¬ 
dulity  vanifi.  There  is  credit  therefore  to  be  given  to  alt 
the  things  mentioned  in  this  Book,  us  to  an  experienced 
Truth,  and  which  are  not  made  public for  any  other  ends, 
favconly  that  thofe  natural  Sciences  may  tendto  the  utili¬ 
ty  and  benefit  of  my  Neighbour.  Whoever  therefore  fiall 
believe  them,  willpurchaje  Honour  and  Profit  ;  and  con¬ 
trariwife, he  that  will  not  believe ,  will  get  only  di fi¬ 
g-race  and  detriment. 

Iwill  therefore  prediU  or  foretell, that  this  one  only  Arts- 
Ece  of  making  Salt  pctre  in  fuch  great  plenty,  aud  the  way 
of  ufing  it  to  mtaltitte  works,  mil  bring  incredible  Trea- 
^  ^  ^  '  Gggg  furet^ 


The  Firfi  Part  of 


Part  I. 


f»r««0»r Germany, 

i«r,orfa  i,  flip  hy  a fl.,gg.fl>  floO>M  «<™;f »'/'•  ^  *  «- 

rily  bdkvetha  ifGoddoth  y»m«chf4e  m  om  yi^ 

uL  fha  tllisfaid  Aniflce  o/Salt-petre  mll  bepnfitMe 

,i  iery  mam  ;  h»  iffi  tc  'V" 

®>»e  MiiciJy  to  prolong  my  Ufefoflmt  a  tmeyt  ijtay  how¬ 
ever  k  accomted  of,  that  God  hath  indeed jhewed  ns  Ger- 
mans,  as  heretofore  he  dti  to  Mofes,  the  Land  of  Pro- 
mife,  but  hatl\  hy  reafon  of  onr  flat  and  ineredidtty,  jhut 

Up  the  afaiftfi  wj.  , 

Blit  that  I  may  abfolutely  ftrve  my  N.t^hhoivr^  and  that 
he  mas  have  no  caetfe  to  complain,  as  if  /  had  ferved  him 
hut  by  halves,^  in  that  I  have  not  deferibed  the  Prejs  fir 
Wood,  together  with  the  appertaining  Inflruments,  I  do 
now  therefore  certife  every  one,  that  all  the  things  necejfa- 
ry  and  requifite  fir  the  concentrating  of  W^f,  C*or«, 
and  Wood,  are  to  be  feen  in  my  cufiody  in  perfimon.  _ 
If  now  any  one  be  defirous  of  receiving  benefit  from  bis 
Wine.  Corn,  or  Wood,  and  that  he  find  it  highly  to  concern 
him  to  eet  this  knowledge  he  will  well  know,  by  the  tnfpeth- 
on  of  the  Work  prejented  afore  him,  wherein  lay  the  defect 
as  to  the  gettimr  this  thing,  and  what  means  the  fata  de¬ 
feat  is  to  be  hotpen  hy  •,  but  the  Infir uments  that  I  have 
mentioned,  Jhall  be  no  longer  to-be  feen,  than  from  the  Ca¬ 
lends  0/ March  to  the  Calends  0/ September,  thisprejent 
year  1656.  viz.  fix  months  time  j  for  /  have  purpofed  to 
ffiy  felf,  not  to  render  my  life  bardenfome  alwaies  unto  my 


felffiy  carrying  fuch  trouble fome  burthens  about  to  and  fro, 
but  at  lafi  to  get  a  quiet  feat  and  abode.  So  then  it  will, 
by  this  here  fpoken,  be  evidently  manifefi  to  every  one, what 
he  is  to  do  as  touching  this  matter. 

The  three  other  Parts  concerning  the  concentration  of 
Minerals  and  Metals,  jhall  Qf  Cod  permit")  fhortly  alfo 
follow. 

But  becaufe  Nitre  is  the  alone  Jnfirument  of  that  work, 
and  that  no  body  can  get  any  eminent  fiofit,  unlefs  he  can 
have  Nitre  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  it  is  wholly  neceffarf 
that  fome  labour  be  befiowed  about  the  procuring  it,  which 
if  you  can  get  good  fiore  of  cheap,  then  will  the  hoped-for 
profit  be  perceived,  both  out  of  Minerals  and  Metals :  If 
not,  vain  will  it  he  fir  you  to  make  your  Jearch  mo  that 
Mineral  kingdom. 

Well,  /  do  affirm.  That  by  the  benefit  of  Nitre,  things 
wonderful  may  be  efiebiedin  Metallici^ Labours-,  yea,  ten 
times  more  than  what  /  have  deferibed  in  my  fm  ill  Trea- 
tife,  called  MiraculunvMundi,  or  dare  to  deferibefir  the 
future  fir  all  things  reqmfite  to  true  Alchymy,  may  be 
perfeblly  accomplijhed  in  it,  by  it,  and  with  it. 

Herewith  1  conclude  this  Preface.  Whatfoever  is  here 
wanting  in  this  Treatife,for  brevities  fake,the  demonfirot. 
non  vifihly  expofed  to  view,  will  afterwards  compleatly  re- 
compence,  infomuch  that  any  one  will  eafily  wind  himfslf 
out  of  all  doubts.  And  here  we  refi  fir  this  ti me. 


THE  FIRST  PART 

O  F 


tChe  ^^otperitp  of  (germanp,  &c. 


IN  the  Name  of  the  molt  Holy  Trinity  do  I  begin  j 
to  deferibe  the  moft  great  Wonders  of  God, that  I 
may  manifelt  to  everyone  (without  concealing  I 
ought)His.  Grace  and  Mercy ,which  He  embraceth 
Mankind  withal  j  and  I  pray  God, the  Father  of  us  all, 
the  merciful  Creator  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  to  guide 
and  direa;  this  Work,that  it  may  ferve  to  His  Divine 
Honour,  and  tend  to  all  our  welfares.  Amen, 

We  will  enter  into  Franconia,  and  lee  what  a  weal* 
thy  and  large  Benediftion  of  God  is  to  be  found  there¬ 
in  :  And  1  will  firft  begin  with  Wine,  none  of  the 
leaft  of  the  moft  noble  Creatures  of  God,  and  will  de- 
moi^ft rate  how  ungrateful  we  Ihew  ourfelvesto  the 
beftower  of  all  good  things,  and  how  bafely  we  abufe 

His  Goodnefs-  , 

Every  one  knows  what  a  noble  Creature  wine  is, 
how  ftrained  from  the  Grape  and  made, and  therefore 
this  thing  needs  no  further  defeription,  forafmuch  as 
'Others  have  hertoforefufficiently  enough  done  this  task 
and  daily  Experience  is  an  abundant  teftifier  of  the  ufe 
of  the  fame.  It  is  behoveful  here,  that  we  only  flgni- 
fie  how  it  ought  to  be  handled  better  than  it  has  hi¬ 
therto  been,and  may  fo  likewife  bring  a  greater  profit 
and  utility  to  the  tillers  thereof  than  hitherto.  E  very 
one  knows,  that  wine  is  the  nobleft  amongft  all  drinks, 
and  moft  conducive  to  health,  and  may  and  ought  to 
be  called  the  Pureft  drink  :  It  cherilheth  old  men,  and 
heats  the  cold,  but  fuch  as  are  of  a  tender  age,  Ihould 


defervedly  fhun  wine,  becaufe  being  drunk  too  loon,  ft 
eafily  inflames  the  Liver,  and  dries  it  up,  and  ftirsup 
various  Dileales,  and  at  laft  caufeth  Death  it  felf.  So 
then,  there  is  nothing  fogood,  but  may  alfo  do  hurt, 
nor  is  any  thing  fo  evil,butdoth  fometimes  bring  fomc 
benefit,  according  as  the  difference  of  the  ufe  is  which 
it  is  applied  unto;  as  is  here  evident  in  Wine;  the 
which  being  drunk  moderately,and  at  due  feafons,doth 
not  only  excellently  well  digeft  and  concod  the  Meat 
in  the  Stomach,  but  likewife  evidently  ftrengthensthe 
Heart,  Brain, and  Vital  Spirits, and  generates  pure  and 
found  Blood  and  Flefh.  Contrariwife,  being  immo¬ 
derately  taken,  it  overflows  as  ’ewere  the  Stomach, 
Lungs,  and  Liver,  fills  thofe  Velfels  with  many  evil 
humours,  and  obftruds  them,  fo  that  they  cannot  well 
perform  that  office  whereto  they  are  deftinated  by 
GOD  zvA  Nature,  but  are  overwhelmed  with  whole 
Troops  of  Difeales ;  for  the  Heart  and  Brain  is  fee 
upon  by  their  fpiritual  efficacy  and  hot  nature  and 
property, and  is  weakened,  and  the  vital  fpiritis  over¬ 
come  and  fuffocated,  as  we  fee  in  the  fire,  the  which 
when  greater  doth  alwaies  fupprefs  and  overcome  the 
lelTer* 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  men  that  load  them- 
felves  with  daily  drinkings ,  do  little  differ  from 
new-born  Calves  and  Geefe,  and  are  wont  to  be 
neither  profitable  to  God,  nor  to  Men,  nor  to  them* 
fekes. 

In 


Part  I. 


the  Profperity  of  Germany. 


In  the  Name  of  God,  therefore  we  will  proceed  on  in 
the  matter  we  have  propofed,  and  fee  by  what  means 
more  profit  may  be  reaped  from  Wine  than  hath  hi¬ 
therto  been. 

In  the  firlt  place,  he  that  aims  at  the  bettering  of 
any  thing,  mull:  know  what  the  thing  is  which  he  ftu- 
dies  the  amending  of, and  of  what  parts  it  confifteth. 

Therefore,  as  concerning  Wine,  it  confifteth  as 
well  as  the  other  Vegetables  of  three  principles,  viz.. 

Salt,  Sitlphur,  znd  Mercury  (that  I  may  ufe  the  Phi- 
lofophers  terms).  The  Mercury  Is  its  infipid  moifture, 
and  the  Sulphur  is  that  burning  Spirit  which  is  extras 
(fted  or  drawn  out  thereof.  You  (hall  thus  know  the 
thing,  by  this  following  Experiment*  Put  a  Cucurbit 
full  of  Wine  in  a  B-  and  with  a  gentle  heat  draw  off 
what  will  come,  but  yet  fo,  that  tl;e  parts  which  in  the 
deftillation  alter  or  change  themfelves,  be  each  of 
them  received  apart  in  its  peculiar  Receiver.  For 
example;  If  there  were  12  parts  of  wine,  or  12  mea- 
fures,  there  afcends  firftonly  one  part  of  fpirit,  which 
is  the  foul  and  life  of  the  wine ;  after  it,come  ten  parts 
or  meafures  of  infipid  watery  the  remainder  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Glafs  is  a  thick  and  auftere  or  harfh 
iretter,  which  being  the  Tartar  or  Salt  of  the  wine,  is 
alfo  almoft  one  part  or  meafure  of  the  wine.  Of 
ihefe  three  parts  all  wine  is  compounded,  but  yet  par¬ 
takes  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  Principles,  more  or 
iefs,  according  to  its  being  more  or  lefs  tpature,  or  its 
growing  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  place.  As  for  example-, 

1  The  Auftere  Wine  hath  alwaies  more  Tartar  and 
Jefs  Spirit  than  the  Ripe  Wines ;  and  contrarily^  the 
ripe  wine  doth  abound  with  more  Spirit  than  Tartar, 
as  the  Spanijf}  and  other  extraneous  wines  witnefs, 
which  do  alwaies  abide  Iweet,  and  plainly  have  no 
Tartar  in  them  *,  thereafon  is  this,  Becaufe  in  thofe 
warm  Countries  they  are  brought  by  the  Sun  to  meer 
fweetnefs,  and  fo  are  ripe  -,  fo  that  the  auftere  Tartar 
or  Salt  is  throughly  changed,  and  conco(fted  into  a 
fweet  Sugar.  Hence  it  comes,  that  the  faid  wines  do 
not  in  the  afore-propofed  Examen  leave  any  auftere- 
nefs,as  our  wines  in  Germany  do,but  rather  yield  twice 
as  much  fpirit,  and  fcarce  the  half  part  of  infipid  wa¬ 
ter  :  Whenas  auftere  Wine  yields  about  a  twentieth 
part  of  fpirit,  thcxx^Q  German  wine  yields  almoft  a 
twelfth  part,  and  the  Spanip  a  fixth  part  of  fpirit, four 
parts  of  water,  and  one  part  of  fseces  without  Tartar. 
So  that  from  good  German  wine  there  comes  (as  1  faid 
afore)  one  part  of  fpirit,  ten  of  water,  and  one  part  of 
auftere  or  fowrilh  matter- 

He  that  knows  thefe  things,  will  eafily  contrive  and 
prepare  for  himfelf  by  the  help  thereof,  at  all  times, 
be  it  hot  or  cold,  good  and  conftant,  or  durable  wine. 
Neither  is  there  any  room  left  a  man  here  of  complai- 
nmg,asif  God  fhewed  greater  bounty  to  men  one  year 
than  another.  The  fault  of  this  defedt  is  not  to  be  im¬ 
puted  to  God,  but  to  our  own  felves,  who  know  no¬ 
thing,  nor  are  willing  to  know,  nor  ftudy  how  to  help 
Nature ;  for  Art  can  bring  an  affiftance  and  help  to 
Nature  when  (he  is  impeded  in  her  work,  and  is  una¬ 
ble  to  bring  her  Fruits  unto  a  maturity,  provided  the 
Artift  removes  away  that  which  the  wine  naturally  a- 
1  bounds  withal, and  addeth  thereunto  what  it  is  defti- 

i  tute  of. 

For  example.  Let  us  examin  a  thin  wine, which  be- 
I  ing  not  fufficiently  concodted  and  ripened  by  the  Sun, is 
I  endowed  with  too  much  fliarpilbnefs  and  water,  and 
t  contrarily  has  but  little  of  fpirit  \  if  now  to  fuch  a 

'  wine,  when  it  begins  to  boil  or  ferment,  fome  fpirit 

ftiall  be  added,  fo  that  it  may  work  together  with  it, 
j  it  will  be  even  as  well  ripened  in  the  wine-vefleljby  the 


benefit  of  this  fiery  fpirit,  as  if  it  had  been  ripened  by 
the  Sun,  as  it  hung  upon  the  Vine-,  infomuch,thatby 
this  means  there  mought  be  made  excellent  wines  eve¬ 
ry  year,  if  any  had  but  the  knowledge  of  thus  helping 
them. 

NB.  But  now  fuch  a  fpirit  muft  not  be  fuch  an  one 
as  that  common  Aduft  or  Brandy-wine  is,  but  a  grate¬ 
ful  and  pure  Effence  of  wine  the  manner  of  making  it 
I  have  defcribed  in  my  Fegetahle  Work^.  Now  by  how 
much  the  more  this  Spirit  ftiall  ferment  or  work  with 
fuch  a  wdne,fo  much  the  ftronger  and  more  efficacious 
doth  the  wine  become  5  Forafmuch  as  all  the  Virtues 
of  all  the  whole  wine  confift  in  the  Spirit  only,and  the 
Tartar  or  Salt  doth  by  its  muchnefs  make  it  auftere 
and  ftiarp.  But  Mufis  being  by  fuch  an  Artifice  made 
ftronger  and  more  efficacious,  do  keep  a  longer  time 
afterwards  without  corrupting,  and  may  be  carried  or 
tranfported  whitherfoever  one  pleafe  ;  whence  ig 
comes  to  pafs,  that  they  are  never  fpoiled,  as  they  are 
otherwife  ufually  wont  to  be,  when  ’tis  not  of  ripe 
growth. 

From  thefe  things  ’tis  evident,  that  out  of  one  Muft, 
grown  in  one  and  the  fame  Aatamn,  there  may  .with 
eafe  be  made  wines  of  3, 4,  or  more  kinds,  according 
as  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  this  fpirit  added  to  the  Mafi 
and  fermented  with  it.  > 

There  is  alfo  another  way,  by  the  help  whereof  eve¬ 
ry  auftere  wine  is  eafily  correded  and  amended,  thus : 
In  the  Vintage  time,  let  the  liquor  of  the  Mafi^  or  of 
the  expreffed  juice  of  the  Grapes,  be  fo  boiled  in  pecu¬ 
liar  Veflels,  that  the  unprofitable  moifture  or  taftelefs 
water  do  exhale  by  little  and  little,  until  thou  baft  as 
much  as  thou  wouldft,  or  as  the  efficacy  of  the  wine, 
or  the  degree  thou  wouldft  by  correding  reduce  it  to, 
ftiall  require  :  For,  in  the  exhalation  of  the  fuperflu- 
Qus  moifture  nothing  goes  away,  fave  that  infipid  wa¬ 
ter  ‘,  but  the  fweetnefs  and  the  aufterenefs  remains  in 
that  thick  and  condenfate  juice,  like  to  Honey  fo  that 
that  boiled  mafti  comprehends- all  the  ftreugth  and 
virtues  of  the  wine,  concentrated  as  it  were,  and  con¬ 
denfate,  and  will  again  difclofe  them,  if  it  doth  again 
work,  with  water  thereto  added  in  a  due  proportion  ; 
but  the  ufe  of  this  condenfate  Mufi,  which  as  yet  hath 
not  wrought  or  fermented,  is  this,  That  it  can  be  at  all 
times  carried,  and  moft  profitably  fold  in  far  remote 
Countries,  which  thing  could  not  afore  be  done- 

For  every  one  knows,  that  when  there  is  a  cold 
Rummer,  Wines  become  immature  and  acid,  and -are 
not  wont  to  keep  -,  for  as  foon  as  they  come  to  be  a 
year  old,  they  are  covered  over  with  a  filmy  skin,  and 
being  raouldy,corrupt,  becaufe  they  have  not  in  them 
fpirit  enough-  From  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
many  times  Vintners,  or  Vineyard-keepers,fuffer  great 
lofs, after  that  they  have  diligently  betook  themfelves 
to  drefs  the  Vineyards  for  an  whole  year,  and  havelii 
ved  fparingly  and  hardly,  and  working  hard,  have 
fuftained  their  lives  with  Bread  and  Water,  hoping 
that  upon  felling  their  wine  they  ftiould  ferape  toge¬ 
ther  a.  little  Money,  to  buy  them  fome  Clothes  and 
other  Necefl'aries  for  their  Family’s  fupportation ;  for 
the  expeded  plenty  of  the  wine  hoped  for,  and  of  the 
profit  accruing  by  the  ftore  of  Money  for  it,  when 
fold,  hath  prop’d  them  up  with  this  hope  ^  but  now 
the  wine  fading  and  deluding  their  hopes,  and  turning 
into  an  acid  and  auftere  tafte,  they  cannot  fell  it,  fee¬ 
ing  ’tis  fcarce  worth  the  carriage  -,  or  if  it  be  fold,’cis 
at  fuch  a  mean  rate,  as  fcarcely  fufficeth  to  difeharge 
the  Coft  of  dreffmg  it  -,  and  what  (hall  now  be  done  for 
Food,  Drink,  Raiment,  and  other  Neceffaries  to  fu- 
ftain  the  Family  ? 
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And  yet  the  Vines  muft  be  drefled  for  the  next  year 
too,  and  more  Monies  laid  out  upon  them^  but  from 
whence  (hall  Monies  come  for  Food  and  Raiment,  in 
the  mean  time?  Alas,  what  courfewill  they  take  it 
fome  fuch'like  years  thould  follow  one  another  toge^ 
ther  ?  Either  the  poor  miferable  men_  mull,  together 
with  their  Wives  and  Children,  fami(h,  or  elfe  turn 
5ouldiers,  and  be  kill’d,  or  be  made  fo  defperate,  as  to 
betake  themfelves  to  thieving  and  robbing,and  fo  finilh 
their  daies  by  an  Halter  :  For  the  prefent  world  is  fo 
much  eftrangd  fromMercy,that  one  willnot  ufe  fo  wwfc 
Chriftian  Charity,  as  to  help  another  in  his  neceffity. 

And  befides,  the  ingratitude  it  felf  of  men  doth 
fometimes  make  others  flow  and  fearful  of  admini- 
flring  and  affording  a  mutual  help  ;  forafmuch  as  very 
many,  when  they  are  rid  out  of  their  incumbrances, do 
refufe  to  reftore  thofe  things,. or  by  labour  to  requite 
or  make  amends  for  the  things  by  which  they  were 
delivered  out  of  their  Straits. 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  he  who  does  a  friendly 
good  turn,  for  fuch  an  ingrateful  man,  lofeth  his  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  by  reafon  of  that  fo  ill  placed  formerly,  ab¬ 
hors  the  lending  his  helping  hand  again. 

Now,  that  fuch  great  inconveniences  may  be  remo¬ 
ved,  and  the  Vine-dreflers  fomewhat  holpen,  fo  as 
that  they  might  every  year  fell  their  wines  at  a  bene= 
ficial  price,  and  may  never  be  opprefled  with  that  fore- 
faid  detriment ;  it  may  very  conveniently  be  done  by 
the  help  of  this  concentration  or  condenfation,  by  eva¬ 
porating  the  to  the  confiftence  of  Honey,  the 
which  may  profitably  be  carried  into  far  diftant  pla¬ 
ces,  in  which  no  wine  is  accuftomed  to  grow,  and  be 
there  fold.  Such  now  as  buy  up  fuch  Muft  thus  con- 
denfated  bj^oiling,  do  now  know  how  by  dilating 
it  with  Water  )to  reduce  it  again  into  good  wines.This 
Artifice  therefore  being  fo  laudable,  will  be  helpful  to 
bothjtothe  Vine-drefler,  in  yielding  him  prefcntly 
ready  Money  for  his  Muft,  and  to  the  Merchant,in  ea- 
lilier  furnifhing  him  withWincjand  quitting  him  of  fo 
much  Charges  in  the  Carriage. 

But  that  the  bufinefs  may  be  yet  the  better  and  more 
clearly  underftood,  let  us  fee  by  making  computation, 
what  the  benefit  and  profit  of  this  condenfation  is. 

Let  usfuppofe  then,  that  a  Wine  not  ripe  remains 
add  and  weak,  and  that  a  Franconian  Urn,  or  half  an 
•Hoglhead  of  Frankfort  meafure,  yields  fcarce  a  Flo¬ 
rin,  or  a  Doller  at  the  utmoft.  Such  a  Wine  as  this  will 
not  quit  the  Cofts  of  tlie  Carriage,  though  but  for  12 
miles-,  {^aOexm^Liifnileis  three  of  onrs.~^  for  it  dege¬ 
nerates  by  the  carrying  it,  and  becomes  mouldyifh,  as 
’twere,and  turns  fowre,fo  that  the  Huckfter  can’t  fell 
the  fame,  and  he’l  have  a  care  how  he  buys  fuch  wines 
another  time  ;  and  the  Vineyard-keeper  is  even  en¬ 
forced  to  keep  them  to  his  great  lofs,  forafmuch  as  all 
his  fafety  or  dependance  is  built  thereupon. 

'  As  for  the  Rich  men.tho’  they  have  fome  acid  wine, 
they  are  not  undone  by  the  lofs,  for  they  have  ftill  by 
them  other  better  wines,  which  they  mix  thofe  worfer 
and  more  acid  wines  withal,  and  fo  fell  them  off-,  or 
clfe  they  keep  fuch  thin  wines  till  the  Autumn  comes, 
'with  more  plentiful  and  riper  Grapes, and  to  the  Muft 
proceeding  from  them,  do  they  pour  this  thin  Wine, 
and  let  it  work  therewith  anew,  and  by  this  means  it 
becomes  vendible.  But  yet  the  Gain  arifing  hence- 
from,  is  fufficiently  poor  and  mean :  For  by  how  much 
the  thinner  the  acid  wine  is  than  it  ought  to  have  been, 
tho’  it  be  mixt  with  good  Wine,  yet  doth  this  become 
fo  much  the  worfer ;  nay,  it  fometimes  happens,  that 
both  are  corrupted  and  loft  for  as  much  of  help  as 
,  the  acid  Wine*gets  from  the  good  wine,  fo  much  of 
"  goodnefs  doth  depart  even  from  the  good  wine.So  that 


fuch  a  kind  of  bettering  after  whatraanner  foever  it  be 
inftituted, cannot  be  very  profitable  or  advantageous. 

For  example,  that  I  may  be  the  better  underilcod, 
let  us  inftance  in  two  pieces  of  Gold,  each  of  which 
(hould  be  the  value  of  25  Imperials ;  Let  them  be  put 
in  the  Balance  and  examined,  and'being  examined, let 
one  of  them  be  the  due  weight,  and  let  the  other  be 
lefs  m  weight  or  price  the  value  of  four  Imperials.  If 
now*  you  are  minded  to  take  fo  much  away  from  than 
piece  which  is  of  current  weight,  as  to  make  them  both 
of  alike  weight,  you  may  indeed  fo  do,  but  yet  you 
are  no  waies  benefited  thereby,  but  rather  fuffer  lofs : 
Forafmuch  as  you  took  away  from  that  piece  that  was 
of  due  weight, and  added  unto  the  other  piece  that  wan* 
ted  of  weight,  fo  much  of  its  value  is  departed,  and 
both  pieces  will  be  unfit  to  go  in  payment,  as  wanting 
their  due  value  and  weight.  What  profit  therefore  can 
hence  redound  unto  any  man  ?  Even  fo  is  the  cafe  with 
the  Wine,for  if  one  Ihould  get  fome  two  load  of  wine, 
and  could  fell  one  of  them  for  20,  and  the  other  but 
for  10  Imperials,  and  yet  fhould  not  be  accounted  of 
as  vendible  Wine,  and  now  the  Merchant  fhould  mix 
that  thin  wine  with  the  better,  that  they  may  both  be 
equal,  would  not  that  better  wine  become  worfe,  and 
that  thin  wine  be  rendered  not  much  the  better  ?  For 
my  part  therefore,  I  cannot  fee  that  fuch  a  kind  of 
meliorating  can  bring  much  profit. 

But  as  for  my  bettering  and  corredion,it  is  always 
profitable,  whereby  the  acid  wines  are  not  corrupted 
by  the  acid, but  the  good  and  fuperfluous  humidity  on¬ 
ly  is  feparated  by  the  benefit  of  Art, and  the  good  part 
being  condenfate  in  it  felf,  and  by  it  felfis  reduced  in¬ 
to  a  narrower  compafs- 

NB.  He  that  is  fo  minded,  may  feparate  from  the 
fweet  Muft,  a  fourth  part  only,  or  a  fifth  or  fixth  part, 
by  evaporation,  and  prefently  bring  it  to  fuch  a  pafs, 
as  to  work  or  ferment ;  for  they  become  fb  much  the 
better,  by  how  much  the  more  water  hath  been  con- 
fumed  by  evaporation :  If  the  Quintefence  of  wine 
be  added  to  that  working  Muft,  the  wines  become  the 
better,  and  the  more  generous.  This  kind  of  way 
may  be  made  ufeof  in  thofe  places  in  which  the  wine 
doth  for  the  moft  part  remain  acid;  for  there  needs 
not  this  Art  to  thofe  Vines  that  Nature  hath  ripened. 

Befides,  the  wines  may  be  condenfated  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  Honey,  that  they  may  be  thereby  rendered  the 
fitter  for  Tranfportation.  SixHogfheads,  or  of 
Muft,  may  be  fo  condenfated,  that  one  Hogfhead  will 
hold  them  ;  the  which  (if  need  be)  may  again  by  the 
appoTition  of  5  Hogflieads  of  water,  which  quantity  it 
loft  in  the  condenfation,  make  6  Hogflieads  of  wine 
of  the  very  fame  goodnefs  and  efficacy  as  it  would 
have  been  ofbefore  the  condenfation,  if  it  never  had 
been  condenfated,  but  been  prefently  put  out  of  the 
Prefs  into  the  Barrels,  to  have  fermented  and  work’d 
into  wine  after  the  nfual  manner. 

NB.  But  now  if  any  be  defirous  of  making  his 
wine  better  and  more  noble  than  it  would  have  been 
afore  the  Concentration,  then  he  muft  not  put  five, but 
only  4  parts  of  watcrjfor  fliould  he  add  but  threeHog- 
(heads  or  parts,  it  would  be  yet  better  and  nobler  by 
one  degree  than  the  others.  Hence  is  it  raanifeft, 
That  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Artift  to  make  and  alter 
thefe  wines  at  his  pleafure,  and  to  render  them  ftrong, 
ftronger,  and  middling,  and  by  the  addition  of  water 
to  give  them  even  what  efficacy  and  what  virtues  you 
lift.  But  now,  to  all  the  mixtures  he  may  add  the  foul 
of  wine,  if  he  has  it,  that  the  wines  may  thereby  be 
the  fooner  clear  and  pure.  FortheQjjintelfenceofany 
wine  being  conjoined  with  new  Mulls,  and  w'orking 
with  them,  brings  them  in  a  fiiort  fpace  of  time  to 
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clarity  and  purity,  fo  that  they  become  tranfparent, 
but  principally  when  they  are  tartarized,  or  full  of 
Tartar^  for  the  Spirit  of  Wine  brooks  not  any  Tar¬ 
tar,  but  precipitates  it  in  the  fermentation  to  the 
bottom»  or  drives  it  away  from  it  felf,  and  fo  by  con- 
fequence  makes  the  Wine  clear  and  tranfparent.^  But 
as  concerning, what  means  the  Tartarized  f'Spirit  or) 
Eflence  of  Wine  is  to  be  artificially  prepared  by,  ’tis 
needlefs  to  repeat  here ,  forafmuch  as  it  is  already 
,  defcribed  in  divers  of  my  Writings  hitherto  publi- 
Ihed,  but  efpecially  in  the  Vegetable  Work. 

Befides,  it  is  not  fo  convenient,  that  every  one 
Ihould  know,  by  what  means  the  concentrated  Mufts 
may  be  prepared  with  water,  and  the  Tartarized 
Quinteflence-  It  is  fufficient  in  this  place,  to  know 
how  the  Mufts  are  to  be  concentrated,  or  brought 
into  a  narrow  compafs,  that  fo  they  may  be  tran- 
fpocted  and  fold.  Let  this  be  the  care  of  the  Mer¬ 
chants  to  know  how  to  ufe  them  when  they  have 
bought  them.  For  the  Brains  of  the  Vineyard  keep¬ 
ers  are  incapable  of  thefe  things.  Yet  neverthelefs, 
there  will  be  fome  Men  who  will  know  how  to  make  a 
due  ufe  of  fuch  boiled  and  condenfed  Mufts,  if  they 
can  but  get  them,  and  every  one  may  be  Mafter  of 
this  Affair,  if  he  has  but  Coppers  and  Kettles,  necef- 
fary  for  fuch  an  Operation;  whereby  he  may  make 
ftore  enough  of  Juice.  But  yet  every  Countryman 
can’t  get  fuch  Kettles,  neither  will  it  be  worth  while, 
forafmuch  as  a  fmall  Portion  of  Wine,  will  not  be 
able  to  quit  the  Cofts.  But  whofoever  beftows  his 
Study  and  Moneys  in  exercifing  this  Artifice,  will  reap 
thence  from  a  great  deal  of  Utility  and  Advantage. 
But  whether  he  does  thefe  things,  or  does  them  not, 
he  neither  benefits,  nor  injures  me.  ’Tis  fufficient, 
that  I  have  evidently  demonftrated  to  the  Vineyard 
Mafters,  by  what  means  they  may  always  fell  their 
Wines,  whether  they  be  ripe,  or  haVe  come  ffiort  of 
their  Maturity- 

But  for  the  better  inftrudion  of  the  Courteous 
Reader,  1  will  compute  the  Charges  of  this  Opera¬ 
tion,  and  Ihow,  what  gain  is  to  be  expected  from 
the  Condenfation  of  thefe  Mufts- 
In  the  firft  place  therefore,  let  us  buy  fome  Mufts 
in  thofe  places,  in  which  they  are  thin,  and  are  fold 
for  a  mean  price,  wz.,  twelve  Urnes, or  fix  Hogffieads, 
or  Oma’s,  for  xij.  Imperials ;  fan  Imperial  is  about 
4  6  <^.]this  Muft  we  will  condenfe  to  the  Confiftency 

of  Honey,  fo  that  there  may  be  but  one  Hoglhead, 
or  Oma  remaining.  Let  the  Cofts  requifite  to  this 
Concentration  falways  provided  you  are  furnilhed 
with  the  Copper  V clfel )  be  Valued  at  h^l||^  Dollar, 
or  thereabouts ;  and  the  charge  of  the  \^od  we’ll 
count  an  Imperial  for.  The  Wine  Cask  which  is  to 
be  filled  with  this  condenfate  Juice,  we  Will  Value  at 
half  an.Imperial,  its  carriage  forty  Miles,  we’ll  rec: 
kon  fix  Imperials  for*  All  which  Charges  being  fum* 
raed  up,  make  nineteen  Imperials  and  an  half.  And 
fo  much  will  be  the  Charges  of  one  Hoglhead,  or  one 
Oma  of  this  Condenfate  Muft,  and  its  Carriage 
forty  Miles.  This  Muft  now  being  brought  into  fuch 
a  place  where  Wines  are  dear,  you  may  at  any  time 
of  the  year,  by  the  addition  of  Water,  and  by  Fer¬ 
mentation,  tranfmute  into  good  Wine-  Ahd  that 
'  one  only  Hoglhead  being  the  condenfate  Juice  of  fix 
I  Hogffieads  of  Muft, will  yield  thee  fo  many  Hogffieads 

,  of  fuch  Wine  as  the  Muft  would  have  been  afore  its 
j  Concentration.  And  if  thou  defireft  to  have  thy 
!  W  ine  ftronger  and  nobler,  than  as  it  comes  out  of 

!  the  Prefs,  and  than  it  jcould  be  afore  this  Condenfati^ 

!  on,  you  may  omi^  the  putting  thereunto  fo  much  wa» 
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ter  as  it  loft  ih  the  Condenfation,  and  leffcn  it  prO- 
portionably,  thatfo  thofe  fix  may  make  no  more  than 
four  Hogffieads,  and  they  will  be  the  more  generous ; 
the  which  thou  ffialt  far  better  have  by  this  means,  if 
You  know  how  thereunto  to  adjoin  a  Quintef 
fence. 

If  now,  that  one  Hoglhead  of  juice,  which  afore  its 
Condenfation  was  fix  Hogffieads,  doth  again  yield 
four  fand  no  more]  it  muft  of  neceffity  be  much  bets 
ter,  and  more  noble  than  otherwife  it  would  have 
been,  had  it  been  made  after  a  Natural  manner,  (viz,. 
juftas  it  came  from  the  Prefs.)  And  by  this  means 
tooj  it  will  laft  the  better,  and  may  be  the  eafilier 
tranfported  and  fold. 

So  then,  if  in  fuch  a  place  as  is  40  Miles  diftant 
from  Wine-making  Countrys,  an  Hoglhead,  or  Oma, 
is  fold  but  for  twelve  Imperials,  and  you  have  of  fix 
Hogffieads  of  thin  Wine,  made  four  of  better,  and 
each  of  thefe  you  fell  for  but  12  Imperials,yet  you  ffiall 
have  48  Imperials’j  out  of  which  fubftradl  your  19 
and  i  Charges,  you  ffiall  have  clear  Gains  2  8  Impe¬ 
rials,  and  i.  But  I  haVe  fet  a  nioft  low  price  on  thi^ 
Wine,  for  in  fuch  places  which  are  about  fome  4d 
Miles  from  thofe  Countries ,  in  which  abundance 
of  Wines  grow,  an  Hoglhead,  or  an  Oma,  is  not 
ufually  fold  at  the  Rate  of  12,  but  of  24  Imperials. 
The  gaih  therefore  of  about  a  Wayn-load  of  fuch  d 
thin  Wine,  which  haply  would  have  corrupted  with 
lyingj  and  never  yielded  any  profit,  doth  at  theleaft 
yield  above  fifty  Imperials. 

Every  one  now  may  eafily  fee  how  much  Gains  this 
Artifice  of  the  Concentration  of  Mufts  doth  bring. 
For  befides  this  Commodity  arifing  from  this  Labour, 
viz,.  That  the  Mufts  being  prefently  fold,  yield  rea¬ 
dy  Money ;  there  is  thisalfo;  that  the  Money  being  a- 
gain  prefently  disburft,  opens  the  way  for  the  next 
years  profit.  The  Merchant  alfo  has  this  benefit  by 
this  Labour,  that  he  is  not  enforced  to  pay  fo  much 
Water's  carriage  fo  long  a  Journey ;  and  that  be  may 
even  at  his  pleafure  make  his  Wine  more  or  lefs  ftrong 
and  efficacious ;  for  what  a  deal  of  profit  is  this,  fo? 
to  have  all  the  Wine  of  fix  Hogffieads,  carried  in  one 
Hoglhead. 

Befides,  the  Merchant  doth  not  only  gain  the  pried 
of  the  carriage  of  thofe  five  Hogffieads,  but  alfo  is 
quitted  of  the  fear  of  the  Carter’s  corrupting,  or 
fpoiling  that  Juice  by  the  way,  as  is  ufual  with  them 
to  do  with  Wiiie,  drawing  it  out,  and  filling  up  the 
Veffels  again  with  Water.  This  danger  thefe  juices 
are  not  fUbjeftunto }  and  may  be  kept  in  great  plen¬ 
ty  in  fruitful  years  of  Wine,  until  yoti  nded  them. 
For  they  are  not  \Vont  to  be  corrupted,  if  they  are  but 
kept  in  pUre,  and  well  ffiut  Veffels.  By  this  means 
every  Vintner  may  in  fuch  exceeding  plentiful  years, 
furniffi  him  felf  with  a  great  Treafure,  and  ftore  of 
Wines,  and  fo  afterwards,  when  a  dear  year  comes, 
reduce  his  Juices  into  Wine,  and  enjoy  a  great  deal  of* 
profit-  \ 

I  have  to  this  end  deforibed  this  fo  faraods  an  Art/ 
that  the  common  Vine-Mafters,  may  have  prefenc 
fale  for  their  Muftsi  and  not  be  enforced  fo  long  to 
keep  them,  till  fome  Carrier  comes  and  enquires  af¬ 
ter  Wine,  but  may  prefently  get  their  Moreys,  arid 
may  profit  themfelves  by  bellowing  them  to  the  ufe  of 
their  Family.  So  then,  it  fares  not  only  well,  which 
the  Vine-Mafters,  and  the  Merchants,  but  alfo  with 
all  fuch  as  dwell  in  thofe  places  which  yield  no.  Wine, 
becaufe  by  the  benefit  of  this  Medium  (or  Artifice) 
they  may  alfo  drink  Wine  at  a  cheaper  rate-  For  it 
&ny  Honeft  Citizen  provides  himfelf  with  an  whole 
'  Hhhh  Hogffiead/ 
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HogQiead,  or  half  an  Hogfliead  of  this  Juice,  he  may 
turn  it  into  ftronger?  and  weaker  Winesjand  all  times 
of  the  Year  make  new^  and  as  yet  fermenting  iweet 
Mufts,  whenfoever  he  pleafeth,  and  as  oft  as  his  need 
reouiresjand  may  by  theappofition  of  Spices, orHerbs? 
make  Aromatical,  or  Phyfical  Wines  *,  which  thing 
cannot  be  etfefted  witnout  thefe  Condenfate  Juices  j 
forafoiuch  as  Sweet  cannot  be  carried  by  Land 

to  any  other  place,  for  that  they  prefently  ferment, 
and  boil  up,  and  will  either  break  out  of  the  Veflels, 
or  rend  the  Cask,  and  be  loft,  which  fby  having 
thefe  Juices  J  is  not  at  all  to  be  feared.  I  do  there¬ 
fore  think  that  I  deferve  exceedingly  well  of  very 
many,  by  the  faithful  manifeftation  of  this  Artificp  •, 
which  deed  of  mine,  whether  it  be  praifed,  or  dif- 
praifed,  yet  will  it  not  be  defpifed  by  fuch  men  as  ftiall 
apprehend,  and  perceive  the  benefit  and  Commodity 
of  fo  great  an  Artifice. 

It  remains  now,  that  we  alfb  deferibe,  and  fet  afore 
your  Eyes  the  Inftruments  and  Veffels  ferving  to  this 
Condenfation,  f without  which,  this  Concentration 
cannot  be  efleded)  and  withal  fliew  the  manner  of 
proceeding,  which  is  to  be  thus  ordered. 

In  the  Firft  place,  provide  a  Copper  of  fuch  a  big- 
nefs  as  you  fhall  judge  needful  for  the  great,  or  lefs 
quantity  of  Juice  you  have ;  let  it  have  a  plain  and  e- 
ven  bottom,  and  let  it  have  the  fides  about  a  Span 
high,  and  get  it  well  Tinned  over  in  the  infide,  and 
not  Leaded,  the  which  Veftel  you  muft  put  in  a  Fur¬ 
nace  of  a  lizeable  bignefs,  and  fo  order  it,  that  being 
fet  in  the  Furnace,  the  Flame  may  come  but  only  to 
the  bottom,  and  not  be  able  to  touch  the  fides.  The 
Walls  of  the  Furnace  are  to  be  fome  two  foot  high, 
and  muft  have  an  Iron  front,  or  Stone  Door,  ferving 
for  the  putting  in  the  Wood,  and  legiftring  the  Fire, 
by  opening  and  lliutting  it.  At  the  backfide  is  to  be 
an  hole  of  fuch  a  bignefs,  as  may  fuffice  for  making 
the  Fire  burn  by  the  accefs  of  the  Air,  and  for  car¬ 
rying  away  the  Smoke  and  Flame.  But  it  muft  be  fo 
ordered,  as  to  be  covered  with  a  broad  ftone,  if  need 
be,  that  fo  the  fire  may  on  fuch  wife  be  regiftred,  that 
the  Juices  may  not  boil  over  by  the  overmuch  fire,  or 
tafte  of  burning.  Thefe  Juices  are  to  be  folong  boil¬ 
ed  with  the  wood,  until  they  begin  to  wax  thick,  and 
then  more  new  Muft  is  to  be  thereunto  added,  this  ad= 
dition  is  to  be  fo  long  made,  and  fo  often  repeated, 
until  the  Copper  be  almoft  filled  with  thofe  thick 
Juices.  Then  the  holes  of  the  Furnace  that  ferve  for 
giving  air,  are  to  be  fhut  both  above  and  below,  that 
there  may  be  no  flame  under  the  Copper,  but  the  bare 
heat  of  the  fire,  and  a  fweet  and  gentle  warmth,  which 
will  bring  the  Juices  by  a  fweet  decodion  to  the  con- 
liftence  of  Honey,  and  will  condenfe  them  without 
any  aduftion,  infomuch  that  they  will  become  as  fweet 
as  Sugar. 

Thefe  Juices,  you  may  let  out  by  a  Pipe,  or  Cock 
placed  near  the  bottom  of  the  Vcilel,  and  Ihutting  it 
again,  pour  in  more  to  be  condenfed  after  the  fame 
manner,  until  all  the  Mufts  are  condenfed,  but  you 
ihuft  not  prefently  put  the  Condenfate  Juices,  aflbon 
as  ever  they  come  hot  out  of  your  Copper,  into  your 
Barrels,  but  let  them  run  firft  into  fome  wooden  Vef- 
fel,  and  be  there  left  fo  Jong  till  they  are  cool,  then 
put  them  up  in  your  Barrels,  and  Ihut  them  up  tight, 
and  fo  may  you  keep  them  whole  and  found,  and  free 
from  Corruption,  even  as  long  as  you  lift  :  For  if  you 
Ihould  put  them  hot  into  yourBarrels,andfolhut  them 
up,  the  Barrels  would  burft,  or  elfe  when  you  open 
them, would  (by  reafon  of  the  pent-up  Vapours,  which 
tan  have  no  exhalation^  break  or  run  out. 


NB.  And  here  comes  a  notable  Secret,  which  I 
think  good  to  add.  When  the  Juices  have  refted  fome 
iwo  or  three  weeks,  and  be  afterwards  dillblved  with 
warm  water,  the  refidue  of  the  Tartar  which  would 
have  made  the  wines  acid,  will  fall  down  undiflblved 
to  the  bottom,  in  the  form  of  fmall  and  big  Cryftals, 
and  being,  walked  with  common  water,  may  be  ufed 
inftead  of  Tartar  forafmuch  as  it  is  nothing  elfe 
than  a  meer  abfolute  Tartar.  Now  this  feparation  of 
the  Tartar,  is  of  great  concernment  as  to  the  Wine, 
for  it  thereby  becomes  much  better  than  if  thofe  Cry¬ 
ftals  had  remained  dilTolved  with  it-  Nor  is  any  thing 
loft  by  this  means,  for  that  the  Tartar  is  of  as  much 
value  as  the  Juices:  And  befidcs,  the  Wines  will  be 
by  this  means  freed  from  their  acidity,  and  rendred 
better  and  fweeter  5  which  thing  verily  deferves  to 
be  efteemed  of  as  a  great  and  profitable  Artifice ;  and 
which,  many  there  are  that  will  know  to  ufe  it  to  their 
great  profit. 

V  erily,  he  that  is  of  fo  dull  an  Apprehenfion,  as  not 
to  be  capable  of  underftanding  thefe  thingsj  that  are 
fo  clearly,  and  evidently  manifefted,  will  not  be  any 
whit  the  better  by  larger  Difeourfes.  But  he  that 
has  a  defire  of  fetting  about  this  work,  will  infinuace, 
or  work  himfelf  by  a  farther  Meditation  into  thein- 
moft  centrality  as  ’twere  of  this  fo  great  an  Artifice, 
and  will  with  a  far  jufter  mind  bear  with  me,  in  that  I 
have  not  fo  much  time  at  prefent,  as  to  ufe  a  more 
prolix,  or  larger  Stile. 

But  if  fo  be,  any  do  defire  to  have  this  Artifice  de¬ 
clared  unto  him,  by  a  more  clear  delivery,  let  him 
read  my  Explication  of  the  Appendix  adjoined  to  my 
Fifth  part  of  thePhilofophical  Furnaces  *,  as  alfo  the 
Vegetable  work,  and  there  he  lhall  find  more  fuch 
Artifices.  Or  if  haply  it  concerns  him,  he  may  fee 
in  my  Laboratory,  the  Furnaces  and  Coppers  requi* 
fiteto  fuch  a  work,  together  with  the  Manual  Opera¬ 
tions. 

I  am  even  conftrained  briefly,  and  as  it  were  by 
the  bye,  to  infert  thus  much,  that  if  fome  more  than 
ufually  unskilful  Men  cannot  underftand  thofe  things 
which  I  have  declared  concerning  the  three  Principles, 
Wz-.  That  all  Wine  muft  meeds  confift  of  the  fame,  to 
wit,  Salt,  Water,  and  Spirit  ^  I  dare  boldly  and  con¬ 
fidently  averr,  that  he  who  knows  how  to  conjoin  (ac¬ 
cording  to  art)  thefe  three  Principles,  may  every 
where  make  good  Wine. 

NB.But  yet  I  would  not  have  fuch  an  oneperfwade 
himfelf  that  he  can  do  any  good,  if  he  mixeth  Tar¬ 
tar,  Water,  and  Spirit  of  Wine  together,  no,  no, 
thatisnoj^fiewayfor  hiratobeMafterof  his  defirc. 
There  ar  *ar  other-guife  Manual  Operations,  requi- 
fite  to  this  Artifice,  and  fuch  as  1  think  it  inexpedient 
to  manifeft  in  this  place.  Let  every  one  be  content 
with  the  things  at  prefent  (hown  him,  haply  God  will 
fometime  or  other  beftow  fon  him)  better. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

Treateth  of  Corn :  Shewing  whut  means  it  is  to  he 
Concentred^  and  Condenfated  hy^  fo  as  to  he 
Exported  in  great  Quantities  into  other  Coun- 
trieSy  whereby  hath  Gain  and  Moneys  may  he 
thereof  made. 

IHave  inftruded  you  in  the  foregoing  Chapter,  af* 
ter  what  manner  fuch  Wines  as  are  of  a  mean 

price. 
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price,  may  by  the  help  of  Concentration  be  conve¬ 
niently  tranfporced  out  of  one  Country  into  others 
171  ore  remote)  where  no  Wines  grow,  and  produce 
good  profit.  The  which  Artifice  may  be  of  moft 
great  benefit  to  the  Inhabitants  of  fuch  Countries  as 
abound  in  Wine,  and  want  fometimes  Chapmen  or 
Merchants  for  the  fame. 

I  ’Tis  very  well  known  to  every  onejthat  in  moft  pla» 
I  ces  of  Germ,iny  fbut  efpecially  in  Franconia^  and  in  the 
i  other  Countries  adjoining)  Corn  is  fo  exceedingly 
!  plenty,  and  of  fo  vile  a  price^that  theinhabitants  know 

not  what  to  do  therewith  :i  and  for  that  reafon  it  lies 
I  and  rots  in  their  Barns  and  Granaries,  the  exceeding 
I  abundance  thereof  either  hindring  the  fale  of  the  fame, 

or  the  great  cofts  and  charges  of  Carriage  hinder  the 
Tranfportation  ofit  into  the  lower  Countries  of  Gtr- 
i  many,  where  ’tis  dear  enough* 

Hence  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  miserable  Inhabi¬ 
tants  have  indeed  Wine  and  Corn  enough)  but  want 
’  Moneys  to  pay  the  Tributes  due  to  the  Magiftrate  ^  fo 
that  tho’  they  have  fuch  plenty  of  the  Divine  Gifts, 
and  fo  much  RicheS)  yet  for  all  that  they  are  in  great 
penury  and  want,  in  that  they  cannot  fell  off  fo  much 
.  astopay  their  Family’s  expence,  'viz..  Men-fervants 
!  and  Maid-fervants  wages,  or  fo  much  as  to  fuftain 
'  them.  Verily,  this  is  a  punilhment  from  the  hand  of 
God,  and  a  lingular  one  too,  by  which  he  corredts  us 
i  ungrateful  men.  In  time  of  the  Wars,  when  a  huge 
i  Scarcity  pinched  the  Inhabitants  of  Germany^  then  the 
:  common  outcry  went  up  to  HeaveU)  and  promifed 
largely  an  amendment  of  life-,  but  when  the  War 
was  over,  and  all  quiet,and  a  moft  wilht-for  Peace  re¬ 
turning)  then  all  men  generally  became  worfer,  and 
I  more  wicked,  tho’  the  goodnefs  and  bounty  of  God 
I  had  beftowed  on  them  fuch  a  great  plenty  of  things 
I  fo  exceeding  necelfary ;  And  now  fuch  great  Fulnefs 
I  being  enjoyed,  they  now  gape  after  Money  too,  and 
j  murmur  againft  God,  as  the  Ifraelttes  did,who  loath¬ 
ing)  as ’twere,  the  plentiful  abundance  of  things  ne- 
i  cclfary,  murmured  at  Mofes. 
j  The  reafon  why  Corn  is  fo  exceeding  plenty,is  this : 

'  After  the  making  of  Peace)  and  fending  away  the 
Souldicrs)  many  Commanders  being  weary  of  war- 
I  fare,  and  abounding  with  Money  and  Horfes,  bought 
(or  rather  fqueet’d  out )  of  the  poor  InhabitantSjevery 
where  deftitute  of  Money,  moft  notable  Farms,  for  a 
very  mean  price)  and  did  fet  themfelves  with  the  ut- 
'  moft  of  their  Induftry  to  till  the  Earth,  which  had  lain 
fallow  a  longtime  ;  which  Lands  became  fo  fruitful 
i  that  it  even  amazed  all  men.The  poor  Inhabitantstoo, 

!  who  no  w  had  gotten  a  little  Money,  they  alfo  fet  their 
hands  to  the  Plough, and  ufed  even  the  utmoft  of  their 
endeavours  in  the  tillage  of  the  Earth  t  From  hence 
it  came  to  pafs,  that  they  were  fo  furnilhed  with  fuch 
'  a  vaft  deal  of  Corn  in  a  few  years  fpace,  that  they 
knew  not  at  all  what  to  do  therewith.  As  for  carry- 
i  ing  it  into  far  diftant  Countries,  the  troublefomenefs 
and  charges  of  the  Carriage  were  too  great  an  hin¬ 
drance  :  To  lay  it  up  in  the  Granaries,  that  the  Air 
will  not  fufter  them  to  do,  tho’  in  the  time  of  jofeph 
fuch  a  thing  was  done  in  £)y'pf)  where  the  Air  being 
Nitrous,  dry,  and  not  fo  ealily  fubjeCt  to  corrupting, 
Ss  ours  is,  preferred  the  Corn  from  Corruption. 

What  1  have  here  written,  hath  proceeded  forth 
from  a  good  mind  and  fincere  intention,  and  I  hope 
’twill  do  more  good  than  hurt.  1  know  thatthe  eyes 
of  many  will  be  opened  to  fee  what  a  Babylonijl}  Confu- 
lion  the  prefent  World  is  in  ;  1  pray  God  to  be  an  hel¬ 
per  to  the  Good,  and  to  be  a  reducer  of  the  Wicked 
i  from  the  courfe  of  their  Impiety,  into  the  Right  way . 


The  Procefs  of  Gomentratmg  Corn  is  this  ' 

IN  the  firft  place,  you  arc  to  make  a  ?,^alt  of  your 
Early,  Wheat)  Oats,  Spelt)  or  any  other  kind  of 
Grain  or  Coni)  the  which  dry  either  in  the  Sun  or 
in  the  Air,  or  clfe  in  an  Oven  heated  a  little,  and  not 
to  be  fcorched  and  parched  as  it  were  after  the  Bre¬ 
wers  cuftom ;  for  fo  the  (liarp  fume  of  the  wood  would 
ftick  thereunto,  and  make  it  black  and  bitter,  and  it 
may  eafily  be  conjeduredjthat  there  would  be  no  good 
come  of  it,  for  by  this  means  the  fmoak  of  the  wood 
would  ftick  on  to  the  Corn  and  the  Sprouts  it  has  thruft 
forth,  and  are  moiftcned,and  fq  would  make  the  Ale 
that  is  boil’d  thereoutof  unwholfome,  and  of  an  un^ 
grateful  bitter  favour :  But  now  fuch  Malt  as  is  dried 
in  the  Air,  Sun,  or  in  a  warm  Stove  or  Oven,  has  no 
fuch  ungrateful  tafte  as  comes  from  the  fmoak  of  the 
wood,  but  remains  fweet  and  pleafant. 

NB.  Elfe  you  may  do  thus*,  The  Corn,  after  it 
hath  fprouted  and  hath  been  thrown  abroad  on  fome 
Floor,  open  to  the  air,  and  thereby  been  a  little  freed 
of  fome  of  its  moifture,may  be  dried  purely  and  quick¬ 
ly  too  in  the  Brewers  great  Coppers,  in  which  they 
are  wont  to  boil  their  Ale  or  Beer,  provided  it  be  con¬ 
tinually  ftirred  about  with  fome  wooden  ftick  without 
ceafing,  that  it  may  be  all  over  hot,  and  fo  become  dry. 
But  yet  you  muft  have  a  care  that  yout  fire  be  not  too 
ftrong  under  your  Copper  wherein  you  dry  your  Malt, 
and  fo  burn  the  Corn,  and  make  it  tafte  uiitowardly 
this  done,  the  dried  Malt  is  to  be  ground  as  other 
Malt  which  is  ufed  to  make  Ale  withal  is  wont  to  be, 
but  yet  ifo,  that  it  be  not  too  finely  ground  nor  too 
grofly  j  for  if  it  be  too  grofs,  and  the  Grains  be  un¬ 
broken,  the  water  cannot  fufficiently  get  out  the  Vir¬ 
tues  and  Juice  in  the  boiling)but  that  the  beft  part  will 
remain  in  the  boiled  Grains,  and  fo  be  thrown  away 
on  the  Beafts  in  their  nutriment  j  but  if  it  be  ground 
too  fmalfit  will  run  into  heaps,  and  hinder  theftrain- 
ing  out  of  the  Ale  \  therefore  a  mean  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved,  and  care  taken  that  no  errour  be  committed,  by 
either  excefs  or  defed.  The  Malt  being  on  this  wife 
prepared,  every  one  may  boil  his  Ale  according  to  his 
cuftom,  and  fo  much  thereof  as  his  Veffels,  Copperss 
and  Coolers  will  admit  of :  Some  do  pour  boiling  wa¬ 
ter  on  their  Malt,  and  mix  them  both  by  ftirring  them 
well  together,  and  then  let  them  fettl-e  for  fome  time 
that  the  water  may  take  into  it  felf  the  ftrength  of  the 
fame  *,  then  they  draw  out  that  water  by  a  Tap,  and 
pour  on  more,  and  repeat  the  Infufions  fo  often,  until 
the  water  can  get  out  no  more  fweetnefs,  and  there 
remain  nothing  but  the  infipid  Husks,  the  vVhich  ara 
nourilhmenc  for  Cattel. 

NB.  Otherfome  that  have  no  Velfels  to  extirad  the 
.Virtue  out  of  the  Malt  in,  by  boiling  water,  do  put  the 
prepared  Malt  in  wooden  Velfels  or  Tubs,  and  pour 
thereon  warm  water  or  cold, and  ftir  it  very  well  about, 
and  leave  it  fo  for  fome  hours,  that  the  Malt  may  be 
macerated  ^  then  do  they  put  it  in  a  Copper, and  pour 
thereunto  fo  much  water  as  may  keep  the  Malc^  from 
burning  to  in  the  boiling;  and  having  boiled  it  for 
half  an  hour,  they  pour  it  out  upon  a  bed  offtraw,  fit¬ 
ted  for  that  purpofe,  and  placed  over  a  Cooler, and  fo 
ftrain  the  Ale  :  This  Labour  of  pouring  on,  boiling,- 
and  draining ,  is  fo  oft  repeated,  till  the  water  fucksj 
no  more  fweetnefs  out  of  the  malt-  1  his  man’aer  of 
boiling  Ale  is  ufed  by  thofe  only  who  want  ftore  of 
Vellcls,  and  pretty  large  ones :  The  former  way  is 
not  only  better  and  more  commodious,  but  likevvifj 
more  fit  for  the  boiling  of  a  greater  quantity  of  Ale* 

NB.  This 
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NB.  This  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  place,  when  the 

belt  and  firfl:  juice  or  Extraftion  is  drawn  out  of  the 
Veffel  by  a  Tap,  and  fredi  boiling  water  poured  a  fe-- 
cond  time  on  the  malt  in  the  Copper^and  again  drawn 
bffby  the  Tap,  thofe  two  waters  in  which  thechiefeft 
Virtue  of  the  malt  is,  may  be  boiled  and  thickened  by 
little  and  little  irt  a  plain  or  flat  Copper.  The  third 
and  fourth  pouring  on  are  indeed  as  yet  good,  but  yet 
not  fat  enough,  and  feeing  they  are  not  very  ftrong, 
are  not  worth  the  boiling  away,  for  they  won'*!  quit 
the  colls  of  the  Fire,  and  therefore  are  to  be  applied 
to  fome  other  ufes.  Now  when  a  man  is  about  this 
work,  he  may  fo  order  his  boilings,  as  to  have  feve- 
ral  of  them  one  after  another  ;  and  then  thofe  pou¬ 
rings  on,  wz..  the  fecond  and  third,  remaining  of  the 
firlt  courfe  of  boiling  may  be  poured  on  the  fecond 
courfe  of  boiling,  in  the  Head  of  bare  water  :  And 
fo  is  it  to  be  handled,  that  alwaies  the  firft  and  fecond 
pouring  on  f  and  which  contain  in  them  the  chicfefl: 
Virtues  of  the  malt)  may  be  boiled  to  the  confiftehcy 
of  Honey  in  a  Copper  made  for  that  purpofe,  of  Eva¬ 
poration-,  and  the  third  and  fourth  pouring  on  may 
be  alwaies  kept  for  the  next  following  courfe  of  boi¬ 
ling,  and  be  poured  on  the  malt  in  the  room  of  bare 
water,  and  fo  are  to  be  condenfed  by  evaporation  in  a 
Copper,  as  the  firft  and  fecond  pouring  on  were  done 
withal  in  the  fifft  courfe  of  the  boiling  ^  and  fo  always 
the  ^d.  and  4.-th.  pouring  on  of  the  former  courfe  of 
boilihg,  is  to  be  the  firft  and  fecond  in  the  next  follow¬ 
ing  courfe  of  boiling  ;  and  this  way  of  proceeding 
draws  out  of  the  malt  its  belt  and  chiefeft  Virtues, and 
lelTens  the  charge  of  the  boiling :  For  the  Cofts  would 
be  far  greater,  if  the  third  and  fourth  pouring  on  were 
to  be  boiled  off  per  fe. 

NB.  The  Coppers  and  Pans  neceffary  for  the  thus 
reducing  thefe  extradted  Juices  to  the  conliftency  of 
Honey,  are  already  defcribed, where  mention  is  made 
ofthe  Concentration  of  Wines.  He  that  can’t  well 
enough  underftand  me,  may  take  the  pains  to  come 
and  fee  my  Furnaces,  Coppers,  und  other  Inftruments 
appertaining  to  this  work  5  as  likewife  the  manual 
Operation,  for  I  cannot  help  him  any  other  way- And 
as  fora  larger defcription of  thefe  things,  my  time 
will  not  permit  me  at  this  inftant  to  make  it.  The 
Juices  being  condenfate,  areto  be  drawn  out  of  the 
Copper  by  a  Tap  faftened  therein,  or  laved  out,  and 
being  cool,  put  them  up  in  Barrels,  and  Ihut  them  up 
tight,  that  the  external  air  may  not  get  thereinto ;  for 
thus  may  you  keep  them  uncorrupt,  even  as  long  as 
yoli  pleafe. 

N  B.  In  your  boiling  them  you  muft  be  very  diligent 
that  the  Juices  be  not  burnt  to,by  theovermuchnefs  of 
youf  Fire,  or  that  by  being  heat  too  hot,  they  boil 
not  over  ;  all  which  may  be  prevented  by  Regifters(as 
the  Chymtfts  call  them)  deftinated  for  the  regulating 
of  the  Fire-  This  is  a  moft  compendious  way  of  ex- 
tfaffingthe  Virtues  out  of  Corn,  and  of  reducing  them 
into  a  narrow  room, the  which  if  you  order  according 
to  Art,  that  nothing  of  your  Juices  be  fpilt  or  loft,  8 
Barrels  of  Malt  will  yield  you  one  full  of  Juice,  and 
which  contains  all  the  Virtues  that  were  in  thofe  eight 
Barrels  -,  the  refidue  ferves  to  fatten  Beafts  withal. 

NB.  He  who  knows  how  to  convert  thofe  remains 
to  his  ufe,  in  another  kind  of  way  will  do  better,  and 
extraft  thereoutof  fo  much  as  he  is  conftrained  to  lay 
out  in  buying  his  Corn,  infomuch  that  he  can  have  his 
Juices  as  it  were  even But  of  thefe  things 
more  hereafter. 

As  touching  thefe  Juices,  they  coffiprehend  in  them 
the  whole  Virtue  ofthe  Corn^  out  of  which  you  may 


when  you  pleafe  boil  Ale, make  Aduft  or  Brandy-wine 
or  bake  fpiced  Cakes  ^  for  if  it  be  ufed  to  them  inftead 
of  Honey,  it  makes  them  much  the  fweeter.  Thefe 
Juices  therefore  are  to  be  prepared  in  thofe  pla¬ 
ces  in  which  Corn  is  fold  at  a  very  mean  rate,  and 
which  cannot  be  exported  to  foreign  parts,  and  is 
there  in  fuch  great  plenty»  as  that  the  Country-men 
know  not  what  to  do  therewith,  but  there  it  lies  in 
great  Stacks  and  rots.  Farther,  they  are  yet  prepa¬ 
red  with  greater  benefit  and  more  gain  where  the 
plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  wood  is,  the  which  yields  no 
fmall  encreafe  and  addition  to  the  Gains, 

But  that  the  natufe  and  condition  of  this  Labour 
may  be  the  better  underftood,  the  following  Compu¬ 
tation  will  (hew.  Suppofe  I  take  8  Barrels  full  of  Cora 
and  bring  them  into  Malt,  then  boil  it  into  Ale  after 
the  aforefaid  way, and  condenfe  itintoa  Juicejwhere- 
withal  I  fill  one  Barrel :  This  one  Barrel  now  is  far 
more  commodious  to  be  carried  into  foreign  places  ei¬ 
ther  by  Waggon  or  by  Ship,  than  thofe  8  barrels, and 
will  bringme  double  or  treble  the  profit  that 
ni  (a  Meafure  containing  fome  fix  bu(hels,or  the  eight 
barrels)  of  Corn.  Why?  becaufe  the  greateft  labour 
is  already  over,  and  there  remains  but  very  little  to 
boil  the  Ale  out  of  the  Juice, as  the  following  Example 
will  demonftrate, 

I  buy  me  eight  barrels  in  that  place  where  Corn  and 
Wood  are  to  be  had  at  a  mean  rate,  and  there  paf- 
feth  fome  River  or  other  by  the  place,  as  the  Mhenein 
Franconia.^  Nicer  in  Snevia^  V ifnrgis  in  and 

the  Dukedome  of  in  Saxony  and 

Mifnia  j  for  in  all  thefe  places  there  is  abundance  of 
Corn,  and  ftore  of  Wood,  and  the  price  of  each, mean 
enough  in  confcience.  If  now  one  Medimnus  (or  fix 
bufhels)  of  Corn  be  efteemed  at  the  price  of  one  Impe¬ 
rial,  eight  Medimni  will  yield  eight  Imperials  -,  the 
Wood  will  coft  one  Imperial,  the  Labour  one  Florin : 
The  juice  out  of  the  8  barrels  of  Corn  may  be  put  in 
a  Fir- Cask,  as  they  ufe  to  do  with  Honey,  that  fo  in 
paying  the  carriage,  it  may  not  be  accompted  for 
Wine  or  Ale,  but  fome  dry  Goods,  and  fo  valued  by 
the  hundred,  as  other  dry  Wares  are  priced  *,  fo  then 
the  Barrel  will  coft  the  Carriage  by  Water  to  fome 
of  the  Maritine  or  Sea-coaft  Cities,  two  Florins.  Now 
if  we  fum  .up  all  thefe  Expences  upon  the  Corn,  Car¬ 
riage,  Fire,  and  Labour,  they  come  to  il  Florins  or 
8  Imperials.  But  now,  out  of  that  one  Barrel  of  Juice 
there  may  be  made  eight  Barrels  of  the  beft  Ale,  and 
if  you  will  have  it  fomewhat  fmaller,  then  ’twill  make 
I  o  or  12,  according  as  you  boil  your  Ale  to  a  ftronger 
or  weaker  degree.  However,  this  is  certain, that  one 
Barrel  of  Corn  will  yield  more  than  a  Barrel  of  good 
Ale  ;  fo  that  out  of  one  Barrel  of  Corn  may  be  made 
one  and  an  half  of  ftrong  Ale.  Now  then,  if  one  of 
thofe  Barrels  of  Ale  yield  three  Imperials,  the  eight 
Barrels,  which  coft  the  buying,  and  reducing  into  one 
Barrel,andthetranfportingit,  eight  Imperials,  may 
there  be  fold  for  24  Imperials ;  from  which  the  eight 
being  fubftraded,  the  remainder  of  the  Gains  is  16 
Imperials, which  verily  is  enough  upon  thofe  SBarrels^ 
But  put  cafe  the  Corn  were  dearer,  and  the  Carri¬ 
age  of  the  Juices  to  thofe  places  did  coft  more, and  that 
thofe  8  Barrels  of  Corn ,  or  one  Barrel  of  Juice,  did 
yield  (befldes  all  the  cofts)  only  8  Imperials  profit, yet 
would  this  be  profit  enough,  and  may  well  content  a 
Man.  I  forbear  to  mention  the  other  benefits  and 
profits  arifingover  and  above  befides  this  Gains  j  for 
by  this  kind  of  way  is  laved  and  made  vendible  that 
Corn  which  would  elfe  be  fpoiled  :  Befides  in  a  plen¬ 
tiful  time  the  mean- prized  Corn  may  be  bought  up, 
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concentrated  and  kept  till  a  fcarcity  come.  Nor  is 
there  any  caufe  of  fear  that  it  will  be  devoured  by  the 
IVlice  and  Rats,  or  be  fpoiled  with  lying,  or  wax 
piouldy,  or  be  any  other  way  corrupted. 

Nay  more,  it  occupies  lefs  room  than  the  Corn 
would; for  where  one  Barrel  of  Juice  lies, there  (hould 
have  lain  eight  Barrels  of  Corn. 

I  Beftdes,  the  Magiftrates  and  Subjeds  may  by  this 
i  means  reap  much  profit  and  help.  The  Magiftrate 
i  may  be  fatisfied  by  taking  Corn  of  the  Inhabitants  in- 
Ilead  of  tribute.  The  Subjeds  may  by  the  benefit  of 
this  Medium  fatisfie  the  Magiftrate,  and  there  will  not 
i  need  the  felling  his  Cattle,  or  Sheep  in  the  Fold,  or  to 
borrow  Money  upon  ufe,  and  to  give  his  Wife  and 
Children  for  pledges.  For  there  is  requilite  no  other 
I  labour  than  that  the  Magiftrate  appoint  a  place  to 
1  boil  his  Ale,  in  which  the  Corn  may  be  malted,  boil¬ 
ed  and  thickned  into  Juices.  As  for  Wood,  that  he 
has  himfelf  and  needs  not  lay  out  a  farthingupon  that. 
So  now,  by  this  means  may  a  Country  be  brought  to 
I  that  degree  of  happinefs  as  never  to  want  Money, 
Corn,  or  any  other  neceflary  things-  For  where  the 
Juices  can  be  but  brought  to  the  Sea-towns  many  thou- 
j  fand  Barrels  full  may  be  fold  to  thofe  Magiftrates  and 
i  Merchants  which  fend  their  Ships  into  the  Eafi  and 
WeH’lndks ;  in  which  Countries  may  be  made  good 
Ale  at  any  time  of  the  Year,  even  in  the  midft  of  Sum¬ 
mer,  or  in  the  Dog-daiesthemfelves,  if  you  have  but 
;  Hops  and  Water  at  hand ;  the  which  is  far  better  and 
I  more  profitable. 

j  For  in  the  room  of  this  one  Barrel  of  Juice,  there 
j  muft  have  been  flowed  8  Barrels,  and  yet  that  fome- 
1  limes  turns  four  too, and  is  fpoiled,the  which  never  be- 
I  tides  thefe  Juices-Now  fuch  Ale  prepared  of  the  Juices 
by  means  of  Hops  and  Water  are  much  wholfomer 
j  than  the  common  Ales  are,  becaufe  that  the  Fire  hath 
i  confumed  all  the  Crudities  *,  in  the  boiling  of  the  Jui- 
!  ces  or  hath  corrected  them, and  this  every  one  will  fea- 
j  dily  believe  or  aflent  unto. 

j  Nay  more,  thefe  Juices  may  (and  that  with  very 
I  great  profit  too )  be  fent  into  thofe  places  wherein  (by 
I  reafon  of  the  abundance  of  People  there)  Corn  and 
I  Ale  is  much  efteemed,as  in  Holland^  and  the  border- 
1  ing  Countries.  If  the  Ale-.brewers  could  but  once  get 
fuch  Juices,  without  doubt  they  would  not  be  at  the 
I  eofts  to  brew  it  out  of  the  Corn,  for  they  would  not 
I  need  fo  much  time  to  brew  in,  nor  fuch  Coppers,  nor 
ib  many  Mens  help,  all  which  they  muft  neceffarily 
I  have  in  the  common  way  of  brewing.  In  thefe  Juices, 

I  there  is  much  fparing  of  Fuel,  (the  which  makes  the 
I  common  way  of  brewing  Ale,  more  coftly,)  and  Of 
I  Men’s  labour  which  doth  likewife  prove  chargable. 

!  Nor  are  we  filently  to  pafs  over  that  great  benefit 
!  which  they  have  hereby, for  that  good  Ale  and  fuch  as 
1  will  not  four  may  be  made  without  any  danger  even  in 
j  the  midft  of  the  Dog:days-  Every  one  knows  what  it  is 
i  to  brew  Ale  (then,)  and  that  the  brewing  is  at  other 
times  fufficiently  troublefome,  viz^.  fo  to  order  it  as  to 
prevent  the  danger  of  fouring.  Butnow  this  brewing 
( that  I  mention)  is  void  of  all  this  kind  of  fear  of 
i  fouring;  whereas  the  ufual  kind  of  brewings  do  for 
the  moft  part  (in  the  Summer  feafon)  become  four  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  ftraining  it  through  the!  Grains,  or  by 
ftanding  in  the  Coolers :  but  thefe  labours  are  in  our 
'  brewingalreadydifpatched,  and  that  in  thofe  places 
where  the  charges  of  Labourers,  Wood,  and  Room 
fit  for  boiling  it  in,  are  not  fo  great. 

This  work  therefore  is  of  mighty  profit  both  to  the 
I  buyer  and  feller :  For  the  feller  can  afford  his  Corn 
at  a  reafonablc  rate.  And  the  buyer  need  not  be  at  any 


other  charges  in  brewing  good  and  wholfome  Ale  at 
anytime  of  the  Year  fa  ve  only  the  hire  of  one  man 
that  may  prepare  or  fit  the  Juices,  and  Hops,  and  Wai 
ter  for  the  boiling,  and  fet  it  a-working.  or  fermen¬ 
ting  and  pour  itinto  the  Veflels.  Whereas  on  the 
contrary  in  the  common  brewing  of  Ale  there  needs 
many  mens  help,  huge  Coppers, and  wooden  Flats  and 
a  great  deal  of  room  to  brew  in,  and  ftore  of  Fire 
which  is  fufficiently  dear  in  fome  Countries ;  all  which 
are  avoided  in  the  brewing  with  the  Juices.  Do  but 
confider  I  pray  what  a  notable  and  profitable  thing 
this  would  be  in  great  Cities,  and  efpecially  in  thofe 
places  where  Houfes,  Fuel,  and  Mens  labour  are  very 
dear,if  fuch  kinds  of  Juices  were  fettofale;  that  fo 
every  Mafter  of  a  Family  might  buy  up  fome  Barrels 
of  this  Juice,  and  diffolve  them  at  his  own  home  with 
Water  and  Hops,  in  a  fmall Copper  according  to  his 
pleafure,  and  make  the  faid  Juices  into  Ale,  as  fat  or 
as  lean  or  fmall  \  and  as  bitter  or  as  fweet  as  he  lift^ 
eth  ;  and  then  put  it  up  in  his  own  purified  and  welj 
cleanfed  Veflels,  and  he  and  his,drink  thereof  all  the 
whole  year  *,  and  if  need  be,might  make  eitherphyfick- 
drink  or  Spiced-ale.  And  would  it  not  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  buying  fuch  Ales  of  the  Brewers^  which 
are  fometimes  either  too  new  or  too  ftale,  and  oft- 
times  acid,  impure,  not  well  boiled, and  (linking,  and 
inftead  of  Hops  have  Aloes,  Xanthiura  or  Burr,  Hen¬ 
bane  and  fuch  like  Herbs  put  in  them.  For  in  fome 
places,  the  Brewers  ufe  fuch  kinds  of  Herbs  and  the 
like  hurtful  things,  inftead  of  Hops,  to  make  their 
Ale  bitter,  and  to  fave  a  few  charges  in  the  making 
their  drink-  Therefore  all  filch  as  ufe  to  drink  of 
fuch  kind  of  Beer  are  never  wont  to  be  in  compleat 
health',  and  efpecially  in  watery  and  ihoift  places 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  afflifted  with  the  Scurvy, 
Melancholly,^c.  which  is  the  ufual  fruits  of  fuch  kind 
of  Drinks,  for  they  obftruift  the  internal  parts  of  the 
body  and  the  principal  members,  and  ftir  up  fuch 
Difeafes-  But  our  Ales  that  are  made  of  the  Juices  and 
good  Hops  do  not  only  not  ftir  up  fuch  Diftempers, 
but  do  even  (by  their  purity  and  clear  nefs)  refifl  them, 
and  preferve  men  from  them ;  but  efpecially  if  fuch. 
Juices  be  made  of  fuch  Malt  as  has  not  a  fmatch  of  the 
finokeof  Wood,  but  is  dried  in  the  Air,  and  which 
are  fo  handled  in  the  fermentation  or  working  of  them 
as  that  all  the  defilements  fettle  to  the  bottom  ;  for 
then  will  you  have  fuch  Ale,  as  doth  both  in  whole- 
fomnefsand  fweetnefs exceed  fuch  Wines  as  are  infe- 
(fted  with,  or  have  a  tang  of,  Sulphur,  or  that  grow  in 
a  foil  abounding  with  Chalk-  They  dull  not  the 
head,  they  do  not  caufe  windinefs,  they  puff  not  up  the 
body  after  the  manner  of  other  Ale ;  they  do  not 
ftop  the  Urine  but  provoke  it,  and  keep  the  Belly  fo- 
luBle:  They  are  Medicinal  without  the  addition  of 
Phyfical  Herbs,  are  fweet  and  vvholfome,  and  of  an 
excellent  taft,  and  fuch  as  the  like  of  them  cannot  be 
made  without  this  medium  or  way. 

Such  Ales  deferve  a  peculiar  praife,  and  many 
would  there  be  who  would  drink  of  Ales  often,  could 
they  but  get  fuch;  and  would  leave  off  the  drinking 
troubled,  unwholfome,  and  fulphured  Wines.  For 
my  own  part  I  will  make  ufe  of  fuch  kind  of  Ale,  ana 
Wine,  in  my  own  houfe  for  the  fuftainingol  mine  own 

Family.  .  r  \  w 

I  could  mention  much  more  concerning  lucli  Ales 

if  the  time  would  permit  me,  but  I  have  fpoken  e- 
nough  already.  And  as  for  what  remains  unwritten 
here,  may  be  gotten  out  of,  (or  underftood  by)  the 
things  here  deferibed.  I  queftion  not  but  that  good 
‘  (or  provident)  Mailers  of  Families  will  fet  about  this 

1  i  i  i  bufinefs 
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bufinefs  of  preparing  thefe  Juices, 
them  into  fuch  places  where  they  may  be  fold  to  Ships 
that  are  bound  for  far  Countries,  and  fo  might!  y  en 
rich  thofe  Countries  with  ftore  of  Money  that  abound 

with  Corn.  ,  •  . 

Befides  the  Brewers  of  Ale  or  Beer  that  are  in  great 

Cities  will  not  difdain  fuch  an  excellent  Art,  but  will 
themfelvesbuy  fuch  Juices  at  a  conllderable  rate. 

Princes,  Nobles,  and  great  Cities,  will  alfo  pro¬ 
vide  ( or  buy  up)  great  quantities  of  fuch  Juices,  and 
lay  them  up  in  their  Forts  and  Caftles,  and  in  their 
Store- houfes  as  a  good  Trtalure,  that  fq  they  may 
have  it  to  ufe  in  time  of  necellity  •  Nor  will  good  (or 
provident)  Houfiriolders  negled  to  furnilh  themfelves 
therewith,  that  fo  they  may  have  wherewithal  toiu- 
ftainthem  and  theirs  in  a  time  of  fcarcity- 

In  the  time  of  Wars,  eminent  Captains  and  other 

Military  chieftains  will  take  care  to  have  them,  and 
carry  them  into  their  ftrong  holds,  and  there  loolen 
them  (or  put  a  proportionable  quantity  of 
them)  and  turn  them  into  good  Ale  j  as  for  Water, 
there’s  to  be  found  (enough)  ofthat  every  where,  aiw 
fo  need  not  ffore  up  that,  and  as  for  Hops  that  is  eaiie 
enough  to  be  bought. 

So  then,  there  will  be  a  notable  benefit  by  this  Ar¬ 
tifice  to  ftrong  Holds  and  C allies,  and  fuch  fenced 
Places  as  fear  a  Siege.  Briefly,  Words  cannot  ex" 
prefsthe  benefit  and  profit  which  will  redound  to  aB 
places,  by  thefe  Juices,  in  times  both  of  Peace  and 

Wsr*  f 

Therefore  every  Magiflrate  who  has  a  care^  of  his 
Subjerts  health  and  prefervation,  will  worthily  and 
with  his  iitmoft  diligence  carefully  provide  for  the 
havingfuch  prepared  Juicesjthatfo  in  times  of  neceluty 
•'  they  may  be  at  hand  for  ufe. 

But  now,  forae  may  objedtand  fay  ;  I  perceive  and 
w'ell  fee  that  this  Artifice  is  good  and  profitable,  but 
’tis  not  fo  eaiie  a  matter  for  every  one  to  purchafe 
himfelf  Coppers  requifite  for  this  work  ?  To  fuch  I 
anfwer.  ’Tis  not  fo  needful  that  every  one  fhould  fur¬ 
nilh  himfelf  with  fuch  (utenfils)-,  if  there  be  in  every 
city  but  one  man  only  that  is  imployed  thereabouts, 
who  may  buy  offhis  Neighbours  Corn  and  pay  them 
their  Money  for  the  fame,  ’tis  fufiicient.  And  if  o- 
thers  alfo  betake  themTelves  thereunto,  there  will  be 
the  more  Money  gotten,  and  the  Country  made  the 
richer-,  neither  is  any  reafon  to  fear  or  doubt,  but 
that,  if  he  (hall  bring  eight  thoufand  Barrels  of  Corn 
condenfed  into  a  thoufand  Barrels  of  Juice  unto  the 
Cities  on  theSea  coaft,he  will  fell  it  off  for  ready  money. 
Will  a  thoufand  Barrels  (think  you)  be  fufiicient  (or 
be  a  drug)  in  fome  populous  City  wherein  are  daily 
drunk  fome  thoufarids  of  barrels  of  Ale  ?  V  erily  he  that 
fliall  expofeto  falein  fuch  a  like  City  many  thoufand 
Barrels,  would  not  ftay  long  there,  but  would  be  loa- 
den  (or  furnilhed)  with  ready  Money  for  the  fame,  by 
thofe  who  knew  the  Art  of  making  Ale  with  fuch 
Juices- 

I  do  verily  believe  that  it  would  be  altogether 
much  better  to  fell  Corn  after  fuch  a  manner,  and  fo 
to  have  profit  by  it,  than  let  it  perifli  with  lying ; 
which  is  a  great  fin  before  God,  and  a  lhameful  dif- 

graceful  thing  before  Men. 

But  further.  It  may  be  objefeed  and  faid.  If  this 
Artifice  of  making  Ale  were  fetup  in  thofe  places,  in 
which  there  is  wont  to  be  a  certain  Tribute^paid  the 
Magiftratesfor  every  Barrel  (of  Ale,)  it  would  not  be 
allowed  of,  becaufe  by  this  means  the  Tribute _oy  Cm 
floms  due  to  the  Magiflrates  would  be  diminilhed. 
This  inconvenience  is  eafily  prevented,  if  the  Magi- 


Ilrate  impofe  the  fame  Tribute  of  Ale  on  the  Juices. 
For  by  this  means  the  Tributes  or  Cuftoms  would  not 
beat  all  diminiflied,  but  be  equally  as  profitable  upon 
the  Juices,  as  upon  Ale.  The  like  may  be  done  with 
the  condenfate  Juices  of  Wine. 

So  then  ’tis  clearly  evident,  that  there  cannot  pof- 
fibly  arife  any  detriment  from  thefe  Juices,  but  ra¬ 
ther  infinite  profits  and  commodity.  And  therefore 
every  Magiftrate  Ihould  ferioufly  caufe  hisSubjedls  to 
make  thefe  kind  of  Juices  of  fuch  Corn  as  they  cannot 
fell,  and  inftead  of  fpoiling  it  get  riches  by  it.  Cer¬ 
tainly  this  would  be  far  better,  and  far  more  profitae 
ble  for  fuch  Subjefts  as  are  very  poor  and  go  mifera- 
bly  tattered  and  naked,  and  have  nothing  to  help 
themfelves  (of  which  fort  there  are  not  a  few.  J  V eri¬ 
ly  there  would  be  no  want  of  any  thing,  but  the  Sub- 
jedsas  well  as  their  Rulers  would  have  enough  :  And 
for  this  reafon  have  1  willingly  undergone  this  trouble 
and  this  labour  in  manifefting  and  laying  open  this 
Artifice. 

And  although  I  am  not  to  exped  any  reward  from 
any  body  for  manifdling  a  thing  of  fo  much  concern¬ 
ment  (for  this  is  an  unthankful  World)  yet  have  I 
obeyed  the  will  of  God  and  have  out  of  a  Chriftian 
love  benefited  my  Neighbour,  and  in  this  well=doing 
do  I  reft,no  ways  doubting  but  that  God  the  rewarder 
of  every  good  (adion)  will  rccompenfe  in  another 
place,  this  my  welhdoing  which  I  bellow  upon  the 
World. 

Farther,  I  can  in  a  kind  of  a  Prophetical  manner 
predid,that  if  regard  be  had  of  this  mywholfome 
Dodrine  and  Admonition,  many  Countries  will  in  a 
very  Ihort  time  recover  their  former  happinefs,  and 
both  the  higheft  and  loweft  will  live  in  a  profperous 
condition  -,  but  efpecially  thofe  who  firft;  fet  upon  this 
bufinefs  afore  it  becomes  common,  will  get  great 
riches*  Now  then,  whofoeyer  they  be  that  by  the 
help  and  benefit  of  this  way  fliall  get  the  blefling  of 
God,  let  them  not  forget  the  poor,  but  bellow  that 
blefling  on  the  cherrilhing  and  comforting  poor  Or¬ 
phans  and  Widows,  to  the  Honour  of  God.  For  the 
Treafures  and  Riches  in  this  temporal  Life  cannot  be 
[letter  laid  out,  and  laid  up,  than  in  diftributing  them 
amongft  the  poor.  For  by  that  means  there’s  no  fear 
of  being  fpoiled  of  them  by  Thieves  and  Robbers; 
And  more,  in  the  Life  to  come,  thsy  lhall  be  recom- 
penfedwith  a  ten-fold  reward. 


C  'H  A 


I  I 


Of  the  Concentration  of  Vegetables. 

WE  have  already  taught  in  the  two  foregoing 
Chapters  by  what  means  Wine  and  Cora 
areto  be  by  an  Artificial  condenfation  reduced  into  a 
narrow  compafs,  and  brought  to  be  a  gainful  Mer- 
chandice.  It  now  remains  to  (hew  the  way  conducing 
to  a  condenfation  of  the  Virtues  lying  hid  in  Herbs,Bu- 
fhes.  Shrubs,  and  Trees :  (which  Vegetables  do  moll 
plentifully  abound  in  moll  places  and  yield  no  profit) 
that  fo  even  out  of  them  as  well  as  from  Wine  and 
Corn  may  be  reaped  a  very  great  profit.  No  body  is 
ignorant  of  this,^’i^..  That  there  is  nothing  more  vile 
and  of  lefs  elteem  than  the  Grafs  (or  Herbs )  of  the 
Field,  and  Briars  or  Bufhes,  and  Shrubs,  and  lofty 
Trees  too,  efpecially  when  being  at  a  good  diftance 
from  Men’s  dwellings  they  cannot  be  applied  to  any 
ufe,  and  upon  this  account  are  they  not  valued  at  all, 

cor 
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nor  by  reafon  of  their  diftance  profitable  to  any,  but 
there  they  grow  and  perifh  id  thofe  vaft  woods  and 
defarcplaces.  And  this  is  to  be  feed  in  thofe  moft 
hu.ge  Woods  of  Germany^  fuch  as  are  the  Ingrioms^ 
the  Wood  Ardenne^  the  OttonicMe^  Hercinian^  Semanc^ 
and  Bohemian  Woods,  and  the  woods  of  other  Coun¬ 
tries,  in  which  woods  there  rots  and  is  fpoiled  above 
tentimes  more  wood  than  men  make  ufe  of. 

Now  no  body  hath  hitherto  known  what  ufe  to  put 
thofe  Woods  unto  ;  fuch  Woods  as  are  not  too  far 
off’from  Cities  or  Villages,  do  Men  make  ufe  of  for 
buildingjfor  firing}- for  boiling,  or  brewing}  and  for 
I  baking,  and  other  occafionS}  fo  that  the  Wood  which 
is  daily  ufed,  and  every  year  fetch’cffrom  the  borde¬ 
ring  Woods  or  Forefls,  is  thereby  faved  from  rotting 
I  and  being  fpoiled- 

I  But  as  for  fuch  wood  as  is  in  Mountains  and  Woods , 

I  fcituated  far  off from  mens  dwellings,  and  which  are 
I  not  frequented)  that  is  not  of  any  ufe  at  all,  they  are 
Dens  and  lurking  places  for  cruel  Bealls,  as  Bears  and 
1  Wolves  i  which  laid  wild  beallsdoannoy  and  hinder 
I  otlier  profitable  ones,  a^  Staggs,  DoeS)  Boars,  Hoggs, 

I  Sheep,  from  feeding  on  the  wild  Fruits  of  fuch 
j  places.  But  who  is  there  will  amend  it,  and  bring 
j  fuch  places  to  a  due  or  good  ufe  ?  What !  fhould  fuch 
I  vafl  Woods,  which  are  the  receptacle  of  thofe  cruel 
I  wild  Beafts  be  cut  down  and  lie  a  rotting,  or  be  con- 
j  fumed  by  Fire,  fo  to  deflroy  thofe  wild  bcafls  ?  Sure- 
i  ly  no  body  will  attempt  it)  as  fearing  the  toilfomnefs 
requifite  hereunto :  And  befides ,  forafmuch  as  no 
other  profit  is  to  be  thereby  expedcd,  fave  an  extir¬ 
pation  of  thofe  wild  beafls}  there’s  no  body  will  take 
that  Task  upon  him-  Nor  is  it  a  thing  fo  behoveful 
to  Fire,and  burn  down  fuch  huge  Woods,  as  we  read 
in  Hiflory,  that  fome  have  heretofore  done,  ■y/^.mofl 
great  Wo^s  have  been  burnt,  meerly  to  deflroy  In- 
feds  and  other  hurtful,  wild,  and  ravenous  beafls. 
There  is  an  hazard  run  in  fo  doing, for  fuch  a  Fire  may 
j  fprcad  wider,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  mifchief. 

I  There  are  fuch  Examples  which  may  be  produced, 
j  which  witnefs  how  that  Fire  being  put  to  Heaths, have 
I  (by  burning  thereof)  crept  into  the  bordering  Woods 
qnd  deflroyed  them,  and  mightily  injured  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Inhabitants :  And  therefore  ’tis  not  fo  advi- 
i  fed  a  Work  to  confume  Woods  by  Fire  ;  and  to  cut 
j  them  down,  that  fb  they  may  lie  and  rot, and  be  there¬ 
by  rooted  out,  cannot  be  done,  becaufe  of  the  great 
!  cofls  thereto  requifite. 

So  that  fuch  places  mufl  of  neceffity  even  remain 
i  the  Receptacles  of  hurtful  Beafls  and  Thieves  j  for , 
I  albeit  that  fometimes  the  Glafs-makers  do  in  fuchlike 
I  places  build  their  Furnaces  or  Glafs-houfes,  yet  they 
I  fall  far  fhort  of  confuming  fo  much  Wood  by  their 
1  making  of  glafres,for  thofe  Woods  are  fcarcethe  thin¬ 

ner  or  leffer  for  that :  Tho’  they  fpend  daily  in  every 
I  fuch  Glafs-houfe  twenty  loads,  yet  fuch  a  vafl  quaflti- 
j  ty  as  that  is, will  not  decreafe.  Befides, the  Glafs-men 
;  do  not  ufe  all  the  wood  without  making  any  difference, 
but  make  choice  oftheflreightefl  and  fmoothefl  wood, 
fuch  as  they  may  befl  and  eafiefl  cleave :  As  for  fhrubs 
'  and  knotty  Oaks  and  Beach^  thofe  they  touch  not.  So 
then  the  befl  Trees  only  are  ufed  about  their  Glafs 
Works,  and  the  brufhy  woods,  as  Briars^  Thorns^  &c. 
and  which  arethe  moll  commodious  hiding  places  for 
!  the  wild  Beafls,  are  unmeddled  withal,  as  being  un¬ 
profitable  for  the  Glafs-makers  :  Nay,  they  let  moll 
curious  arms  or  branches  of  Beach  lie  a  rotting,  and 
•  make  ufe  only  of  the  body  of  the  Trees.  Moreover, 

I  in  fuch  Woods  as  are  far  off,  the  Glafs-makers  build 
i  CO  Houfes,  but  do  ereft  them  as  near  aspoffible  they 


can,  to  fuch  places  as  are  inhabited,  becaufe  they  mufl 
of  neceffity  have  commerce  with  men. 

Farther,  ’tis  not  a  little  wood  that  is  fpent  in  the 
Mines  about  Metals,  efpecially  in  fuch  Mines  where 
Iron  is  molten  3  but  what  we  faid  but  now  touching 
the  Glaffinen,the  fame  is  to  be  obferved  here  ;  for  fuch 
mctal'-melting  Houfes  are  never  erefled  on  the  high 
Mountains, or  are  built  in  far  remote  Woods,  becaufe 
they  mufl  have  theaffiflanceof  Men,and  water  to  drive 
their  bellows-mil]s,and  befides  the  place  mufl  be  fuch, 
as  that  all  Necefiaries  may  be  brought  them  in  Wag¬ 
gons,  and  their  Iron  tranfported  into  the  Cities  or 
Towns.  Nor  do  the  Metal-melters  indifferently  ufe 
any  wood  they  meet  with  5  nor  make  they  their  Chaff- 
coals  of  every  kind  of  wood,  but  leave  the  fhrubs  and 
bufliy  woods  as  unfit  for  coaling.  And  therefore  thofe 
great  and  vafl  woods,  tho’  there  be  Glafs-houfes  and 
Metabmelting'fliops  in  many  places,  do  remain  un¬ 
touch’d,  becaufe  nobody  knows  the  ufe  of  them. 

But  now,  forafmuch  as  I  have  all  my  life-time  mofl 
accurately  fearch’d  by  a  diligent  obfervation  into  the 
wonders  of  God,  and  have  not  fparedany  labour  or 
cofls  about  the  fecret  wonders  of  Nature,  and  have 
learned  from  Nature  her  felf,my  inflrufting  Millrifs, 
that  God  being  a  true  and  juft  Lord  over  his  Family, 
did  neither  do,  make,  or  create  ought  without  certain 
and  juft  caufes,  which  notwithflanding  is  not  regar¬ 
ded  by  the  moft  part  of  us  men,  who  imitate  the  irra¬ 
tional  beafts,  andalwaies  live  without  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  of  His  Works.  Verily,  we  have  no  colour 
of  Reafon  at  all  for  it,  not  confidering  that  men  were 
created  and  appointed  by  God  for  another-guife  end, 
than  the  brute  beafts,  which  are  void  of  all  Reafon  ^ 
and  we  regard  not  the  Truth  of  that  old  Saying,  God 
and  Nature  never  make  any  thing  in  vain. 

So  then,  whereas  this  is  a  Truth  fas  affuredly  it  is) 
certainly  we  may  fee  that  thefe  huge  Woods  were  not 
in  vain  made,  but  that  they  have  fome  benefit  (for  fo 
they  have) ‘S'/x..  a  moft  great  Treafure  for  fuch  who 
know  it,  and  knov/  how  to  ufe  it.  Which  I  will  there*, 
fore  fhew,  as  clear  as  the  Noon-day  Sun,  and  will  fo 
fet  it  afore  the  eyes  of  the  blind  and  darkfom  world, 
that  the  Deriders  and  Contemners  of  natural  Philofo- 
phy,  fuch  as  is  to  be  Learned  only  by  the  fire,  and  not 
out  of  Ariftotle^  may  be  even  enforced,  will  they,  nill 
they, to  confefs  and  grant  that  the  Fire  is  the  true  Tea¬ 
cher  and  Mafler  of  natural  Arts,  and  fo  will  be*,  for 
whofoever  they  be  that  are  Ignorant  as  to  the  Five, 
and  that  know  not  its  wonderful  efficacy,  tho’  they 
may  be  moft  skilful  proficients  in  foreign  Tongues  or 
Languages  (  which  in  the  more-fecret  Philofophy 
makes  not  at  all  to  any  purpofe)jyet  neverthelefs  they 
will  not  be  able  to  accomp.lifh  any  theleaft  matter  in 
things  of  fo  great  a  moment :  I  do  therefore  fay,  that 
fuch  men  as  are  skilled  in  natural  things,  are  not  of 
right  to  be  contemned  jor  fecretly  back^bitten  by  thofe 
who  fay, Believe  not  fuch  a  man  that  hath  not  attained 
the  empty  vain  Title  of  a  Dodor  in  the  Univerfities- 
I  confefs  ingenioufly,  that  I  never  frequented  the  Uni- 
verfities,  nor  ever  had  a  mind  fo  to  do  ;  for  fhould  I 
have  fodone,  haply  I  fhould  never  have  arrived  to 
that  ^knowledge  of  Nature ,  which  I  mention 
withSut  boafting,as  I  now  poffefs ;  neither  doth  it  ever 
repent  me,  that  I  have  put  my  hands  to  the  Goals, and 
have  by  the  help  of  them  penetrated  into  the  know? 
ledge  of  the  Secrets  of  Nature;  I  do  not  defire  to  di- 
fturb  any  one  in  this  way,or  to  thruft  any  out  of  their 
places ;  I  never  was  willing  to  live  on  the  cofls  of 
great  men,  but  have  with  my  own  hands  gotten  me  my 
Food  and  Raiment,  alwaies  advifedly  thinking  on 
that  moft  known  Verfc ;  —Admus 
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- - Alterius  nW ft  qui  fuus  effe  potefl. 

Let  not  him  amt  hers  be^ 
iVho  van  of  himfelf  ive  free. 

But  to  return  to  ray  concentration  of  Wood,  I  can 
With  truth  affirm, and  will  experimentally  demonftrate 
it,  that  the  greateft  Treafureof  the  World  ;  yea,  as 
great  or  greater  than  is  in  Wine  or  Corn,  lies  hidden 
in  Wood.  Wine  and  Corn  do  require  the  Labour 
of  Man  for  its  growth  out  of  the  Earth  \  but  Leaves» 
Grafs,  Briars  or  Bullies,  Shrubs,  Twigs,  all  forts  of 
Trees  great  and  fmall,  do  come  forth  out  of  their 
feeds  and  fprouts  and  grow  up  and  encreafe  infinitely 
without  any  help  of  man  at  all. 

Therefore  I  fay  that  more  profit  may  be  reaped 
of  Wood  than  of  Com  and  Wine,  were  the  Art  of 
extrading  thencefromfogreat  a  benefit  but  known  to 
any. 

So  then»  forafmuch  as  this  little  Book  (as  being  the 
firilpartoftheTreatifeof  concentration  of  things) 
treats  of  the  emendation  of  Vegetables  only ;  and  that 
of  wine  and  Corn  is  already  finifhed  •,  I  will  now  in 
the  name  of  God  fet  about  Wood,  Leaves, and  Grafs, 
and  lay  open  thofe  moil  great  and  hitherto  hidden 
Treafures  and  Riches,  and  fet  them  forth  before  the 
Lyes  of  the  whole  World-  And  I  pray  God,  the 
Omnipotent,  Wife, linfearchable  and  Merciful  Lord 
and  Father  of  all  Creatures  in  Heaven,  in  the  Earth, 
Water  and  Air,  that  he  would  fo  govern  and  guide 
my  hand  that  I  may  here  write  and  teach  nothing 
fave  only  fiich  things  as  ferve  for  the  Glory  of  his  DR 
vine  name  and  the  health  of  all  Mankind.  Amen. 

We  have  fiiewn  in  the  two  foregoing  Chapters 
how  Wine  and  Corn  are  to  be  condenfed  into  their 
Juices,  that  fo  they  may  be  commodioully  fent  into 
thofe  places,  in  which  profit  may  be  gotten- 

Here  now  falls  in  this  queftion,  How  the  Juices  are 
to  be  fqueezed  out  of  Herbs,  Twigs,  Shrubs  and  great 
Trees,  and  being  prelfed  out  what  good  they  ferve 
for,  feeing  they  are  not  of  ufe  for  meat  and  drink 
like  thofe  which  are  extracted  out  of  Corn  and  VVine^ 

To  this  queftion  1  make  this  reply,  that  indeed 
there  is  not  any  food  to  be  prepared  from  them,  but 
that  yet  other  things  are  thence  preparable,  and  fuch 
as  men  cannot  be  without,  viz.'  Wholefome  MedL 
cines,  arid  likewife  Gold  and  Silver  wherewith  a  man 
may  alfo  buy,  befides  Wine  and  Corn,  other  neceifa- 
ries  as  Garments  and  other  appurtenances  which  men 
Land  in  need  of,  befides  meat  and  drink. 

But  to  begin  the  work  it  felf,  we  fliould  in  the  firft 
place  teach  the  way  how  Juices  may  be  fqueezed  out 
of  Leaves,  Grafs,  Shrubs,  and  then  afterwards  fhew 
their  ufe.  But  forafmuch  as  none  is  of  fo  weak  a 
judgment  as  to  lay  out  Moneys  or  things  valuable,  and 
to  beftow  his  labour  and  fweat  on  fuch  a  thing  whofe 
life  and  profit  he  is  ignorant  of  •,  ftis  therefore  necef- 
fary,that  (before  we  come  to  teach  the  way  of  fqueez- 
ing  out  the  juices )  we  firft  fhew,  what  benefit  and  pro¬ 
fit  arifeth  from  that  kind  of  work  \  that  fo  a  Man’s 
labour  may  not  be  fpent  in  vain  :  To  give  fatisfadtion 
herein,  I  affirm,  that  the  greateft  and  beft  virtues  of 
all  Vegetables  are  hidden  in  a  certain  Salt  which  the 
Phyficians  and  Philofophers  call  the  Elfential  Salt^ 
OFthis  Salt  all  Vegetables  are  full,  but  yet,  one  fuller 
than  another  as  experience  teftifies.  Such  Herbs  as 
have  not  much  tafte,  as^ Lettuce,  Coleworts,  Rapes 
and  fuch  like  have  a  lefs  portion  thereof,  and  are 
therefore  eafily  putrefied .  But  fuch  as  are  fharp  and 
bite  the  Tongue,  as  Water-rohbtn-y  Arjmart,  Laure f 
P  pp'r-wort  Scitrvy-_^rafs.^2\\  the  kinds  of  CreJfes^aU 
thQ  ihvts  of  Radijhcs^  Lec^j  Onions ^GarltckfMuffardj 


and  fuch  like  ;  alfo  all  bitter  Herbs,  as  Carduus  bene»- 
diStus^  Wormmody  Fumitory.^  Efula.,  all  fuch 
thefe  are  full  of  it.  Befides,  all  fuch  Vegetable  plahtS 
as  are  naturally  four,  yield  much  of  that  Saltj 
amongft  w'hich,  may  be  reckoned,  unripe  Grapes ^  folit 
Apples^  four  Cherrtes\  Wild  Plums ^  rough  (or  Wild) 
Grapes, tho  unripe  Mulberries  or  Blac^-berries^^thc  Un» 
ripe  Barberies,  c^c.  But  yet  fome  of  them  yield  morfe,  , 
others  lefs  Salt  ^  which  inequality  and  changableuefi! 
is  accidental,  for  they  areas  to  their  natural  found  a* 
tion  like  each  other* 

NB.  Some  Herbs  and  chiefly  thofe  which  have  a 
notable  bitternefs,  as  Carduusbenedtbtus,  Wortnmsdi 
Fumitory.,  do  (after  their  being  fqueezed,  and  whefl 
their  Juice  is  depurated,-and  the  Phlegm  draw  oflf^ 
and  the  remaining  Juice  concreted  or  condenfed  ift 
the  cold,)  yield  natural  Nitre,  and  fuch  as  being  put 
upon  a  burning  Coal  will  prefently  burn  up  in  a  flame» 
like  the  common  Salt-petre  which  is  ufually  extraded 
out  of  the  Earth  digged  in  Stables,  and  fo  concreted) 
or  cryftallized )  :  As  for  other  Herbs  and  Fruiti 
which  are  not  bitter,  but  have  a  piercing  Iharpnefs,  as 
all  the  Creffes^  they  ( after  their  expreffion  or  f^Uee^» 
ingj  yield  a  volatile  Salt,  which  does  not  burn  like 
that  which  is  drawn  out  of  bitter  Herbs :  Such  as 
have  an  acidity  in  them,  as  Sorrel.,  Barberries.,  Riht'ss 
curled  Grapes.,  wild  Apples  and  Orchard  ones,  and  O* 
ther  unripe  Fruits,  do  yield  another  Salt,  'Viz..  a  Said 
tailing  like  the  acid  tafte  of  Wine,  and  refemblihg 
Tartar  of  Wine, in  taftejvirtue,  efficacy  5c  propriety* 

And  now  albeit  that  thefe  three  kinds  of  Salts  are 
unlike  in  tafte,  yet  nowithftanding  the  one  is  moll  ea* 
lily  tranfmuted  into  the  other,  infomuch  that  Tartar 
may  be  made  Salt-petre,  and  Salt-petrc  Tartar, 
The  third  fort  which  is  more  volatile  than  the  othersf 
and  which  proceeds  from  the  Crejfes,  Muflard^  Aro»^ 

Pepper^wort^a^c.  will  eafily  be  turned  into  cither  of  thg 

former. 

But  as  concerning  this  laft,  it  is  virtubOs  in  Medk 
cine,  as  I  have  hinted  to  you  in  feveral  places  in  my 
other  Writings,  but  (fet  afide  its  Medicinal  ulb)  and 
it  is  of  but  little  benefit*  The  two  latter,  viz..  The 
Nitrous,  and  Tartarous  are  of  various  ufe.  The 
Dyers  ufe  Tartar  in  Dying  their  Cloths,  and  Salt* 
petre  is  ufed  to  make  Gun-powder  withal,  and  for 
the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  and  other  fuch  like 
Arts,  as  I  have  clearly  proved  in  my  Explication  of 
my  Miraculum  Mundi.  Forafmuch  therefore  as  both 
forts  of  Salt  are  ufed  in  great  quantity  throughout 
the  whole  World,  and  that  there  can  fcarcely  be  had 
fo  much  as  ferves  for  neceffiary  ufe,  and  upon  that  ac» 
count  are  always  good  Commodities;and  that  Salt- pe» 
tre  is  twice  the  value  of  Tartar,  therefore  ^tis  but 
fitting,  and  well  worth  while  to  extradl  Salt-petri 
out  of  the  Juices  of  Herbs  and  Trees,  it  being  of 
more  value,  and  better  price  than  other  Salts.  But 
if  it  (hould  fo  be,  that  there  ftiould  be  fo  much  Salt» 
petre  as  that  it  fhould  be  of  a  poor  price,  then  may 
the  Juices  be  turned  into  Tartar.  But  forafmuch  as 
it  will  not  eafily  fo  happen,  that  there  fliould  be  fuch 
a  glut  of  Salt-petre,  it  will  be  the  beft  way,  toim» 
prove  thofe  Juices  on  the  making  of  it  \  and  fpecially 
becaufe  it  may  at  all  times  ferve  for  the  profitable  bet¬ 
tering  of  Metals  •,  nor  can  ever  fo  great  a  quantity  bl 
produced,  but  that  it  will  fometime  fell  off.  ’Tismorg 
profitable,  and  better  to  ufe  it  for  the  bettering  of  the 
meaner  Minerals  than  to  make  Gun=powder  with  it 
and  were  not  that  moft  pernicious  Art  already  too 
well  known,  it  were  better  to  be  without  it,  than  to 
make  it,  fo  far  (hould  it  be  (from  any  one)  to  de^ 
feribe  the  manner  of  making  Gun-powder.  But 
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But  forafmuch  as  neither  my  defire  nor  will  tends 
to  be  any  occafioner  of  hurting  my  Neighbour  by  the 
help  of  Salt-petre>  but  inclines  rather  to  benefit  him 
thereby,  and  to  this  end  1  have  already  clearly  enough 
difclofed  many  mofl;  profitable  Arts  which  proceed 
therefrom,  'viz..  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi ^  and  in  the 
Explication  of  the  fame,  and  moreover  fhall  do  in  the 
following  third  and  fourth  part  of  this  Book,  about 
the  bettering  and  concentrating  of  Metals  •*  1  am,  ve¬ 
rily,  confident,  that  none  will  interpret  it  in  the  worft 
part,  if  I  (hew  the  way  of  making  Saltpetre  out  of 
Wood  and  other  things^  that  fo,  our  Country  may 
by  the  benefit  of  ffuch)  Herbs,  Grafs,  and  Wood, 
which  otherwife,  ly  a  rotting,  and  are  of  no  pro¬ 
fit,  be  enriched  ( if  it  be  only  fold  ;  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  Treafure,  and  may  afterwards  be^fpent 
on  raoft  profitable  Arts,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Mtra- 
culmn  Mundh  and  in  the  Concentration  of  Minerals 
and  Metals.  So  that  he  that  would  not  make  it  into 
Gun-powder,  has  no  need  foto  do- 

Belides  thefe  Virtues  of  Salt-petre  which  we  have 
reckoned  up,  there  do  daily  more  and  more  new  and 
admirable  ones  fpring  up  out  of  the  dark,  all  which, 
were  they  here  to  be  fummed  up  they  would  even 
draw  the  whole  World  into  an  admiration  of  them- 
But  we  will  forbear  to  multiply  more  words  concern'- 
ing  things  of  fuch  moment  j  for  it  may  eafily  be  per¬ 
ceived  from  what  has  been  hitherto  demonflrated, 
and  from  thole  Publications  I  have  made  (by  my  Wri¬ 
tings)  that  many  more,  and  greater  things  lie  hidden 
in  this  Subjeft,  which  neither  I,  nor  others  know  of. 
Defervedly  therefore  may  Salt-petre,  or  Nitre,  be 
termed  an  Univerfal  Sub]e(ft,  and  Wonder  of  the 
World, notwithftanding  many  rude  and  unskilful  Fel¬ 
lows,  will  upon  this  faying,  (brink  up  their  Nofes, 
and  audacioufly  contradid  me  (and  fay)  that  Nitre  is 
not  the  true  and  Univerfal  Dillolvent. 

But  if  Nitre  be  not  that  Univerfal  Subjed, then  let 
thofe  that  prate  againft  this  Judgment  or  Opinion  of 
mine,  produce  another  and  better  Subjed  j  which, 
yet,  in  my  Opinion  they  will  never  be  able  to  do.  If 
it  were  not  an  Univerfal  Subjed,  how  comes  it  to  be 
fo  plentifully  found  to  be  in  all  things.  Is  it  not  found 
in  all  Vegetables  ?  Is  it  not  in  all  living  Creatures 
that  live  either  under  the  Earth,  or  in  the  Waters,  or 
in  the  Air,  or  on  the  Earth  ?  Is  it  not  met  with  (or 
found)  in  the  inmoft  Bowels  of  the  Mountains,  and 
even  in  the  molt  hard  Stones  ?  I  will  demonftrate  it 
in  this  fmall  Treatife  by  rnoft  clear  Arguments,  and 
will  raoft  evidently  evince  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  that  all  Vegetables  have  it,  is  al¬ 
ready  clearly  demonftrated  and  proved,  for  I  my  felf 
(and  1  am  the  (irft,as  I  know  oOmade  trial  and  turned 
tueir  juices  into  natural  Salt-petre.  But  I  will  now 
fo  evidently  (hew  the  truth  of  this  thing,  that  even 
thofe  blind  Back- biters  and  Detraders  (hall  feel  it 
with  their  hands. 

In  the  firft  place  therefore,  I  demand,  whence  the 
common  Nitre  is  gotten?  Is  it  not  out  of  the  Earth, 
which  is  digg’d  out  of  the  Stables  where  Beafts  ftand  ? 
For  it  has  infinuated  it  felf  into  (or  joined  it  felf  with) 
this  (Earth)  paffing  out  of  the  Excrements  of  the 
Beafts  in  length  of  time,  and  hath  coagulated  it  felf 
therein,  out  of  which  it  is  at  length  drawn  by  pour¬ 
ing  on  of  water,  and  then  is  boiled  up  into  Salt-petre- 
Who  can  deny  this  ?  I  think  no  body  can.  So  then  if 
this  be  granted,  that  Nitre  is  found  in  the  Stables 
where  Cattle  ftand,  the  Queftion  is,  By  what  means, 
and  way  it  came  into  the  Stables  ?  It  is  by  the  help  of 


the  Urine  and  E.xcrements  which  the  Beafts  have  there 
caft  forth.  Then  again,  I  ask  whether  or  no  thofe 
Beafts  have  thofe-Excrements  from  their  Meat  and 
Drink,  or  from  elfewhere  ?  They  cannot  arife  from 
water,  forafmuch  as  they  drink  nothing  but  Water; 
So  that  they  muft  neceffarily  have  their  rife  from  the 
food  they  eat,  and  that  con  lifts  of  the  Vegetables, 
Grafs,  and  Herbs.  Therefore  we  alFirtn,  that  the 
Salt-petre  was  of  neceffity  in  thefe  Herbs,  and  Grafs, 
afore  the  Beafts  feeding  on  them.  For  if  it  had  not 
been  there  it  could  never  have  been  made  in  the  Beafts 
Bodies  that  which  it  was  not  afore.  For  their  Sto¬ 
machs  contribute  nothing  to  this  Operation,  fave  i 
bare  putrefadion-  And  befidesi  the  Countreymen 
do  even  the  fame  thing,  for  they  gather  up  Stubble, 
the  Leaves  that  fall  from  the  Trees,  the  Grafs,  and 
fuch  like  things,  and  put  a  greatquantity  of  them  in¬ 
to  a  Pit  together,  and  there  leave  them  fo  long,  till 
by  the  help  of  Putrefadion  they  are  all  turned  into 
Dung,  and  therewith  do  they  afterwards  Dung  their 
Ground  fin  fuch  wife)  as  is  wont  to  be  done  with  the 
Excrements  of  Beafts.  Therefore,  forafmuch  as 
that  putrefiedGrafs  and  Stubble  doth  diingthe  ground 
and  render  it  fruitful,  fas  well)  as  the  E.xcrements  of 
Beafts,  it  muft  needs  be  granted,  that  they  have 
likewife  Salt-petre  in  them.  For  it  is  not  the  Dungj 
but  the  N  itre  in  the  Dung,  that  is,  the  Author  of  that 
Dunging  Impregnation  and  Fertility,  as  t  have  al¬ 
ready  confirmed  by  Arguments  in  ray  Miraculum  Mun^ 
di,  and  which  will  be  fufficiently  convincing  proofs 
here  in  this  place. 

I  would  therefore  fain  fee  that  Man  that  dares  be  fo 
bold  and  heady  as  to  deny  this  thing,  that  the  Elfen- 
tial  Salt  neither  is,  nor  can  be  made.  Nitre. 

And  now  we  come  to  treat  of  the  Beafts  in  the 
Fields,  of  the  Fi(h  in  the  Waters,  and  of  the  Birds 
in  the  Air,  that  fo  by  a  thorough  examination  of  all 
thefe  forts  we  may  fee,  whether  or  no  they  are 
enriched  with  SalDpetre,  and  whether  or  no  their  Ef- 
fential  Salt  be  like  the  Elfential  Salt  of  the  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  and  can  by  the  fame  means  pafs  into  Nitre- 

In  the  firft  place,  and  above  all,  this  is  here  to  be 
confidered,  as  a  main  principle,  f^z,-)  That  all  thofe 
things  which  dung  the  Fields  and  Lands,  and  fatten 
them,  moft  necefiarily  contain  in  them  Salt-petre. 
For  from  this  only,  and  alone,  comes  all  the  fertility 
throughout  the  whole  Earth,  which  Axiome  cannot 
-be  gainfayed.  But  now,  that  the  Animals,  or  Beafts* 
Birds,  and  Filhes  are  Partakers  of  the  fame  Virtues,  I 
firm  ly  gather  front  hence. 

Firft  of  all,  it  is  not  unufual  for  the  Gardiners  to 
put  the  Horns,  Hoofs,  and  Bones  of  Beafts, 
to  the  Roots  of  Trees,  and  fo  cover  them  over  with 
Earth,  and  that  on  this  account,  becaufe  they  make 
them  exceeding  fruitful.  This  now  is  every  where 
ufed  :  Likewife  the  Gardiners  do  every  where  buy  up 
Hens  Feathers,  Hens,  and  Pidgeons  Dung  ;  as  alfo 
from  the  Tanners  and  Curriers  the  Offals  or  Shavings 
of  the  Beafts  Skins,  and. their  Hairs,  andufethemto 
enrich  their  Gardens.  The  Vine-dreffersalfo  buy  up 
the  (havings  of  Horns  of  the  Conlb'makers  in  many 
places  where  they  can  get  them,  by  which,  they  fat¬ 
ten  their  Vines,  far  better  than  with  Dung,  and  that 
laftsfor  nine  or  ten  years.  The  Gardiners  do  like- 
wifebuy  up  from  theTailorSibits, or  pieces  of  WopHeri 
and  Linen  to  dung  their  Gardens  when  they  plant 
Colworts.  If  they  did  not  find  any  Nitre,  or  Fer¬ 
tility  in  them,  to  what  end  v^ouldthey  lay  out  their 
Money  on  fb  bafe  a  Matter  ?  To  the  Ignorant  and 
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Unskilful,  thefe  things  may  feem  wonderful  and  in¬ 

credible,  becaufe  fuch  a  kind  of  dunging  Land  is  not 
every  where  in  ule.  He  that  is  incredulous,  let  him 
goto  cden  on  the  Rhine,  and  there  he’ll  find  that  I 
have  fpoken  nothing  but  the  truth.  All  thefe  things 
do  the  Gardiners  make  ufe  of  according  to  their  anci¬ 
ent  cuftora,  for  from  their  PredecelTors  learned  they 
thefe  Secrets.  Nor  know  they  what  other  reafon  to 
alledge  for  their  doing  this,  but  only  tell  you,  that 
they  ferve  exceeding  well  to  enrich  their  Fields  and 
Vineyards. 

But  1  do  aflliredly  affirm,  that  ’tis  the  Nitre  that  is 
hidden  in  thefe  things,  performs  this  effeft :  There 
is  therefore  far  more  abundance  of  Salt-petre  in  the 
Superfluities  (as  Nails,  Horns,  Hair,  &c.')  than  in 
their  Excrements,  or  Dung.  And  I  thus  prove  it. 

Firft,  Becaufe  they  will  give  you  for  one  Sack  full 
of  the  Shavings  of  Horns,  half  an  Imperial,  which 
is  as  much  as  will  buy  four  or  five  fuch  facks  full  of 
Cow,  or  Sheeps  dung. 

Secondly,  They  will  give  the  Tanners,  or  Curri¬ 
ers,  above  an  Imperial  for  one  Cart-load  of  the  Sha¬ 
vings  of  the  Hides,  whereas  with  the  fame  Money 
they  may  buy  three  or  four  Load  of  dung.  Rags  are 
fold  for  a  quarter  of  an  Imperial.  Were  they  not  vir¬ 
tuous  or  efledual,  why  ffiould  they  be  fo  dear  ?  This 
here  fpoken,  we  have  proved  fo  to  be,  by  the  cufto- 
mary  praiflice  of  the  common  men  only,  as  Husband^ 
men  and  Gardiners.  Were  it  lawful  for  me  to  re-- 
vealforaewhattothe  purpofe,  I  could  teach  how  to 
extraft  out  of  every  hundred  weight  of  Bones,  in 
Beafts,  Birds,  and  Fiffies,  ten  pound  of  Salt-petre- 
But  this  is  not  to  be  divulged- 

Now  it  remains  in  the  next  place,  to  confirm,  that 
Nitre  does  not  only  lie  hidden  moft  plenteoufly  in  the 
'  Vegetable  and  Animal  Subje(fts,but  that  it  may  be  dig¬ 
ged,  or  gotten  out,  and  prepar’d  of  Stones,  Rocks, 
Cliffs,  Hollows  of  Mountains,  and  out  of  the  plain 
Field  in  a  very  many  other  places ;  and  this  is  undeni¬ 
able,  for ’ds  evidently  known,  and  if  need  were,  I 
could,  for  witnefs  fake,  make  mention  of  many  fuch 
Teftimonies.  He  that  is  defirous  of  knowing  more, 
as  touching  this  fait  of  the  Earth,  let  himperufethe 
antient  Philofophers.  Butforafmuch,  as  every  one 
hath  not  thofe  Books  at  hand,  and  that  many  Men 
cannot  underftand  them  j  I  will  for  Amplifications  fake 
add  yet  one  demonftration,  to  Ihew  whence  that  Ni¬ 
tre  arifeth,  which  fticks  on  to,  or  fwells  out  of  thofe 
moift  and  old  Walls  of  Houfes.  ^  Comes  it  not  from 
the  Mortar,  with  which  the  Bricks  are  joined  toge¬ 
ther  ?  Not  only  all  Smes  are  fit  for  making  Calx, 
or  Lime  of,  but  alfo  all  kinds  of  Stones,  which  break, 
or  grow  in  the  Waters,  like  Drops,  or  Pebbles; 
Likewife,  thofe  ftony  things  which  grow  in  the  Sea, 
as  Coral,  the  Pearl  ffiells,  or  Mother  of  Pearl,  and 
Shellffilh  of  all  forts,  which  being  burnt,  moulder  in 
the  Air,  have  in  them  plenty  of  Nitre,  and  will  eafily 
yield  it  forth  to  thofe  who  have  the  way  ofextrafting 
it  difclofed  unto  them.  But  this  is  not  the  place  to 
mention  itin,  becaufe  I  have  determined  to  treat  here, 
of  only  expreffingthe  Juices  of  theVegetables, concen¬ 
trating  them,  and  making  them  gainful  or  profitable. 

Foraimuch  as  we  have  hitherto  underftood  (or 
fhewn)  that  Nitre  or  Salt-petre  may  be  had  from  all 
things,  VIZ.,  from  Herbs,  Wood,  fourfooted  Beafts 
and  creeping  Things,  from  Birds  in  the  Air,  and  Fi¬ 
ffies  in  the  Water,  yea  from  the  very  Elements  them- 
felves,  as  Earth,  Water,  Air,  and  Fire  ;  It  mud:  needs 
follow  that  it  is  that  fo  much  fpoken  of  Univerfal 
Spirit  without  which  nothing  can  either  be  or  live ; 


It  is  the  begetter  and  deftroyer  of  all  things  ^  in  which 
all'  things  are,  as  I  have  deraonftrated  in  my  Mir  Mu¬ 
lum  Mundi,  out  of  the  moft  ancient  Philofopher 
Hermes.  I  therefore  hope,  that  no  body  will  any  more 
doubt  thereof  or  oppofe  himfelf  with  a  perverfe  ftub- 
bornnefs  againft  a  truth  fo  manifeftly  known.  Were  not 
the  ffiortnefs  of  time  an  impediment  unto  me  I  could 
moft  eafily  produce  more  arguments  and  thofe  too 
more  pregnant.  If  any  one  is  minded  firmly  to  cleave, 
to  his  own  ftubborn  perverfenefs,even  Hermes  himfelf 
ffiould  he  arife  from  the  dead,would  lofe  his  Labour  id 
teaching  him  •,  and  therefore  let  them  keep  their  con¬ 
tumacy  to  themfelves. 

We  have  Efficiently  confirmed  and  that  by  argu¬ 
ments  enough,  that  Salt-petre  is  an  univerfal  Subjed, 
and  ei^ery  where  to  be  found.  Hence  it  may  be  eafily 
believed  that  it  mayalfobe  met  with  in  woods, and  that 
more  ftrong,  more  powerful,  more  corporal,  palpa* 
ble,  and  vifible  than  in  any  other  Subjed :  Upon  this 
account  therefore  is  it  to  be  alfo  fought  for, and  drawn 
forth  out  of  them  too.  But  forafmuch  as  fuch  an 
Extraction  cannot  be  made  afore  that  the  Juices  are 
preftoutof  the  Wood,  out  of  which  Juices  the  Ni¬ 
tre  is  to  be  drawn  forth,  the  whole  Art  confifts  in 
fqueezing  out  thefe  Juices,  but  yet  by  another  kind  of 
way  than  is  done  with  Flerbs.  Therefore  the  due 
PrelTes  being  fitted  ready,  I  ffiall  be  able  to  ffiew  him 
who  requefteth  it  at  my  hands  (fo  as  he  does  not  enda¬ 
mage  mej  the  way  of  fqueezing  them-  For  to  pro- 
ftrate  a  work  of  fuch  great  moment  to  every  ones 
view,  whereby  thofe  that  are  unworthy,  ffiould  par¬ 
take  of  fuch  great  Secrets,  and  by  which  a  thing  of 
fo  much  value  ffiould  be  obnoxious  to  a  common  A- 
faufe,  is  not  verily,  either  neceffary,  profitable,  or 
laudable-  Let  not  any  one  therefore  take  it  amifs, 
that  I  have  fo  careful  a  regard  of  things  fo  confidcra. 
ble-  Let  it  fuffice,  that  1  have  deteded  the  thing, 
wherein  fuch  great  Treafures  have  hidden  themfelves, 
which  hitherto  are  profitable  to  no  body,  but  are  ea¬ 
fily  acquirable,  or  to  be  had.  Do  but  look  a  little 
upon  thofe  moft  vaft  Woods  of  Germany ,,  which  arc 
ftored  with  fuch  mighty  abundance  of  Trees,  that 
wood  is  of  no  account.  There  hath  been  none  as  yet 
that  has  converted  them  unto  their  ufe,  favc  a  few, 
who  in  fome  places  make  Pot-affies  of  the  wood  they 
burn and  yet  they  have  but  fraall  gains  therefrom, 
becaufe  they  can’t  have  vent  Efficient  for  as  much  as 
they  could  make  by  their  burning  the  wood,  nor  do  a* 
ny  ufe  them,  but  Soap-boilers,  and  Dyers. 

Befides,  I  never  as  yet  faw  the  Man  that  duly  at¬ 
tempted  that  Artifice,  and  fo  adminiftred  it  as  to  get 
therefrom  a  greater  gain.  For  fometimes  they  ga¬ 
ther  fcarce  an  hundred  weight  of  Pot-affies  out  of  the 
burning  of  ten  or  twenty  great  Trees,  and  they  can 
hardly  have  above  five  or  fix  Imperials  for  it*  And 
nowconfider  but  the  great  Labour  and  Sweat  in  burn¬ 
ing  fo  much  Wood  into  Affies,  and  of  boiling  the 
Allies  into  a  black  Salt,  and  then  of  making  this  Sale 
red  hot  in  peculiar  Furnaces,  that  it  may  become 
white,  green,  or  blueiffi  •,  all  this  confider’d,  ’twould 
make  a  Man  admire  what  ’tis  that  could  ftir  up  thofe 
that  follow  this  work,  or  order  it  to  be  done,  to  Ef¬ 
fer  fuch  a  quantity  of  Trees  to  be  burnt  up,  for  lb 
very  little  profit.  But  what  need  many  words  ?  They 
have  the  wood  for  nothing,  and  (as  the  Proverb  runs) 
The  half  White  of  the  Egg,  is  better  than  the  empty  Jhe/t, 
Haply  if  they  knew  how  to  make  any  thing  better,or 
more  profitable  out  of  their  Wood,  they  would  not 
omit  fo  to  do. 

How  many  hundred  weight  of  wood,  arc  they  to 

burn 


Part  I*  ,  the  Profperity  of  Germany. 


burn  afore  they  have  one  hundred  of  Pot-afhes  ?  But 
now  if  the  Juices  that  are  fqueezM  out  of  them  were 
boiled  into  Sak-petre,  they  would  get  ten  times  the 
profit  with  far  lefs  trouble. 

Let  us  compute  the  cafe,  and  fuppofe  that  out  of 
an  hundred  pounds  of  Wood,  there  are  fqueezed 
forth  twenty  pounds  of  Juice,  and  that  from  thefe 
twenty  pounds  of  Juice,  you  have  fome  4  or  5  pounds 
of  Nitre,  and  that  a  midling  Oak  or  Beach  will  load, 
when  clefti  fome  ten  Carts,  and  each  load  hold  twen¬ 
ty  hundred  weight.  Now  then,  one  hundred  yielding 
I  five  pound  of  Nitre,  a  load  of  twenty  hundred, yields 
I  an  hundred  pound  of  Nitre  ^  the  Tree  that  is  about 
ten  load,  yields  a  thoufand  weight. 

Now  we’ll  put  cafe  that  a  hundred  weight  of  Nitre 
j  yields  twenty  Imperials,  which  being  ten  times  raul- 
i  tiplyed,  makes  two  hundred  Imperials  for  ten  loads, 
or  for  that  one  Tree  divided  into  ten  loads. 

But  to  wave  fo  accurate  a  computation,  and  not  to 
j  extend  it  too  far,  we  will  fuppofe  a  hundred  of 
I  Wood  to  hold  only  three  pound  of  N itre,  and  a  load 
1  to  be  about  twenty  hundred  of  Wood  ^  this  load  will 
1  yield  Sixty  pounds  of  Niter,  and  the  Tree  ten  loads, 

1  lb  there  will  be  Six  hundred  pounds  of  Niter.  If 
!  now  one  hundred  (of  Nitre )  will  coft  ten  Imperials, 

I  that  Tree  will  yield  fixty  Imperials  for  the  fix  hun- 
I  dred  pounds  of  Nitre.  The  fmallnefs  of  the  coft  (in 
j  making  it)  makes  the  labour  the  more  profitable  ^ 
nay,  if  by  this  invention  of  mine,  the  price  of  Nitre 
fhould  fall  down,  even  to  ten  Imperials  (which  not- 
withftanding,  will  not  fo  eafily  come  to  pafsj  yet 
would  the  gain  thereby  be  great,  yea  ten  times  more 
than  that  which  comes  from  the  Pot-alhes.  But  he 
that  knows  how  to  ufe  this  Nitre,  for  the  concentra¬ 
ting  of  Metals,  (concerning  which  the  three  follow¬ 
ing  parts  of  this  Book  lhall  treat)  will  not  have  any 
taufe  of  fear,  that  this  Nitre  will  lie  on  his  hands  and 
yield  him  no  profit. 

By  what  hath  been  faid,  the  well-minded  Reader 
will  eafily  perceive  what  vaft  treafures  are  oft-times 
*  before  his  eyes,  and  through  ignorance  lie  as  yet  un* 
known,  and  not  ufed  to  advantage.  What  man 
knows  God’s  end,  in  producing  to  light  fuch  great 
i  Myfteries  and  Secrets  of  Nature,  in  this  moft  filthy 
I  Dregs  of  the  World?  To  give  thereof  a  Reafon,  we 
j  will  not  tire  our  underftanding,  but  give  moft  huih- 
i  ble  thanks  to  God  for  fuch  great  myfteries  that  he 
;  hath  revealed  for.the  comfort  of  many  men,  and  will 
I  pray  unto  him  gracioufly  to  beftow  on  us  bis  fatherly 
'  blelTing,  to  the  end  that  we  may  well  ufe  fuch  great 
gifts  fo  freely  beftowed . 

But  now  if  any  Ihould  be  of  the  mind  that  it  is  whol¬ 
ly  unneceflary,  that  this  Art  (hould  be  made  publick- 
i  ly  known,  bccaufe  that  Gun-powder  is  made  of 
Sak-petre,  and  that  by  Gun-powder  many  Cities  and 
1  moft  ftrong  holds  are  overthrown,  and  nothing  is  to 
!  be- expected  thencefrora,  but  Slaughters  and  De= 

:  ftrudion:  To  fuch,  I  anfwer.  That  it  was  not  for 
;  this  end  that  I  difclofed  this  moft  great  and  moft  pro» 
fitable  Art,  that  by  its  bafe  abufe  I  might  help  on  thefe 
I  hopid  (Calamities ;  but  my  aims  have  been  chiefly  at 
this,  if  haply  any  new  Foreign  Enemies  Ihould 
invade  our  moft  dear  Country  ( which  is  a  danger  we 
£eem  not  far  off  from)  we  might  be  able  to  receive 
i  them  with  like  Arms  or  Weapons,  and  by  a  |uft  de¬ 
fence  drive  away  fuch  a  Calamity. 

And  withal,  that  thofe  moft  thick  and  vaft  Woods 
being  defpoiled  of  their  thicknefs,  may  not  for  the 
time  to  come  be  a  Iheker  fot  Thieves  and  Robbers, 
as  likewife  for  wild  beafts,  all  which  oftentimes  do 
much  raifehief. 
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And  farther,  That'many  thoufands  of  Men  may  get 
their  Food  and  Rayraent  more  Cornmodioufly  and 
more  eafily,  and  may  make  good  Gold  and  Silver 
from  the  unprofitable  Wood,  tor  by  means  of  this 
Art,  thoufands  of  moneys  may  be  gotten  in  our  Cer- 
^Countries,  without  any  hurt  to  our  Neighbour’. 
Nor  is  it  needful  to  ciitdown  any  great  Tree,  for  the 
fuperfluous  Branches  or  Loppings,  and  the  Ihrubby 
briary  Underwood  which  is  all  about  the  Trees,  and 
doth  chiefly  afford  a  paflage  to  the  Stags,  and 
hiding  places  to  other  Hurtful  Creatures,  will  befuffi- 
cient  for  this  kind  of  life  or  imployment. 

The  other  T rees  that  grow  up  aloft  may  be  prefer- 
ved  to  build  Houfes  withal,  which  may  be  employed 
about  Hunting:  And  befides,  when  the  Trees  are 
freed  from  that  thicknefs,  and  have  thereby  a  free  ac- 
cefs  of  Air,  they  will  the  more  eafily  dilate  their 
Boughs ,  and  grow  up  taller.  And  then  too,  thofe 
wild  Beafts  that  are  profitable,  will  (wheii  fuch  vaft 
deal  of  underwood  or  Ihrubbinefs  is  taken  away)  meet 
with  fatter  pafture,  and  with  more  plenty  of  Grafs, 
pd  efcape  by  having  a  freer  Courfe  from  the  purg¬ 
ing  Woolvcs,  which  now  they  arc  letted  from  by 
thofe  moft  thick  Shrubs  and  Bullies.  But  yet  if  fo  be 
that  in  fuch  places  in  which  is  fuch  a  deal  of  Wood, 
and  to  no  man  ufeful ;  a  good  part  even  of  the  great 
Trees  Ihould  likewife  be  cut  down,  and  ufed  about 
this  Artifice  of  ours ;  yet  notwitbftanding  there  would 
not  arife  to  the  PolTeflbrs  thereof  any  lofs,  but  much 
Profit ;  aiid  when  all’s  done,  there  would  be  yet  re¬ 
maining  a  huge  multitude  of  T rees .  Confider  I  pray 
thofe  moft  fpacious  Woods  the  Ardhemef  Ottonickj, 
Semane,  and  Bohemian  Woods,  and  many  others 
which  the  Countries  in  Germany  are  cloathed  (or  en¬ 
vironed)  with. 

Can  it  be  imagined,  that  they  can  at  all  be  leflened 
by  the  Glafs  Furnaces,  or  the  melting  of  Minerals  and 
Metals. 

Thefe  places  that  are  one  year  bm’ed  by  cutting 
down  the  Trees,  you  (hall  fee  in  few  years  covered 
over  again,  by  the  benefit  of  nature,  with  new  Trees  j 
fo  that  it  cannot  pofTibly  be,  that  though  even  a  very 
great  many  Prefies  Ihould  be  ufed  to  prefs  the  Juices 
out ;  fuch  a  vaft  immenfnefs  of  Woods  fllould  be  c^- 
haufted,  and  make  any  fenfible  diminution  of  the 
Wood. 

But  now,  if  any  one  lhall  believe  thefe  writings  of 
mine,  and  lhall,  after  the  afore-mentioned  way,  fet 
about  the  Concentration  of  Wine,  or  Corn,  or  Wood  i 
1  do  faithfully  affirm  unto  hitri,  that  I  have  in  this 
Book  openly  propofed  the  very  naked  Truth,  with¬ 
out  any  difimulation,  and  have  not  omitted  any  thing 
fave  the  revealing  of  the  Prelfes,  which  for  certain 
caufes  I  conceal. 

And  therefore  I  certifie  every  one,  that  I  will  not  as 
yet  divulgethis  rpoft  wonderful  fecrcc,  of  thus-boiling 
Nitre  out  of  the  Juices  of  Wood,  of  elfe  I  would  have 
deferibed  the  Prefs  too.  Befides,  though  a  man  Ihould 
even  fee  the  Prefs,  and  know  how  to  make  it,  and 
were  ignorant  of  the  purification  and  concentration  of 
the  Juices,  he  would  not  bring  the  Art  to  elFedt ;  fo 
that,  without  my  inftrudtlon,  the  work  cannot  fo 
eafily  b&  made  publickly  known.  ^  And  though  this 
feems  to  be  a  thing  fo  mean,  yet  this  fqueezing  out  of 
the  Juices  of  Wood,  is  far  beyond  ( or  richer)  thani 
the  operations  on  V  Vine  or  Corn.  But  I  doubt  not 
but  that  many,  well  confidering  of  this  unheard  of,  and 
very  gainful  Artifice,  will  begin  to  think  whether  or 
no  good  Nitre  may  not  likewife  be  gotten  out  of  o- 
ther  Subjeds  eafie  to  come  by.  Now  then  I  muft  me- 
thrnks  needs  i'nftrud  thefe.  The 
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The  common  foflile  Salt, and  Sea  Salt  may  by  the  be- 
Befit  of  this  Art,  be  alfo  turned  into  Natural  Nitre  , 
but  I  indae  it  needlefs  to  fpeak  more  of  this,  for  as 
much  as  mat  which  1  have  already  mentioned  concei^ 
ina  the  Wood  fecms  abundantly  enough-  Brally,God 
doth  in  all  places  fet  before  our  eyes  His  Omnipoiency, 
where  he  gives  not  V  Vood,  there  vouchfafes  He  Stones 
and  Bones,  out  of  which  Nitre  may  as  wellbe  extraft- 
ed  by  thofe  that  are  skill’d  in  this  Art,  as  it  may  out 
of  other  things.  And  where  Fire  is  wanting,  there  is 
V Vater  however-  But  I  know  that  it  is  certain,  and 
paft  all  doubt,  that  by  the  certain  experience  of  Art, 
olent  V  of  good  Nitre  may  be  made  out  of  Sea  Watei^ 
Now  if  any  fliall  objed  and  fay  i  Thou  affirmeft 
that  Nitre  is  to  be  found  in  all  places  of  the  World, 
butefpecially  in  Wood  and  Stones  ^  but  yet,  that  there 
are  many  places  which  have  neither  Wood  or  Stones, 
&  have  only  a  MarOiy  Moorilh  Soil,  which  brings  forth 
Grafs  only  :  By  what  means  can  Nitre  be  there  or 
in  what  things,  or  what  places  Ihould  it  be  fought  for, 

thinkeft thou  there?  _  ^ 

I  anfwer  ;  I  have  already,  in  what  hath  been  faid 
afore,  confirmed,  that  Nitre  may  be  drawn  in  large 
quantity  even  out  of  Grafs-,  but  verily  there  s  nofuch 
reed  here  of  fo  doing,  to  rob  the  beafts  of  their  food, 
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andTo'ufe'^the"  Grafs  about  Nitre-malcing:  For  the 
Chcefe  and  Butter  that  come  from  the  Grals,  will  ea- 
fily  yield  more  than  the  Nitre  that’s  made  theieot, 
would;  God  deals  not  founjuftly  or  unwifely  with 
the  Creaturesas  togive  his  bleQings  with  a  liberal  hand 
to  one,  and  take  the  fame  away  from  another  :  No, 
110-  The  Treafureof  his  Riches  is  inexhauftible,  and 
he  gives  his  Creatures  largely  to  partake  of  them  -,  nor 
doth  that  axiome  (or  maxime)  which  is  fo  very  ufual 
in  this  perverfe  World,  prevail  at  all  with  him, 

The  fall  of  one  is  the  rife  of  another ;  but  his  will  is, 
that  all  Ihould  have  their  neceffaries  abundantly  iu\> 
plyed  that  every  cne  Ihould  have  enough,  and  that 
every  thing  fliou Id  come  to  perfection.  Therefore  il. 
is  not  at  all  nccelfary,  that  Nitre  Ihould  be  cxtradec 
out  6f  the  Food  which  the  Beafts  live  on,  becaufe  it 
may  eafily  be  extracted  out  of  other  Subjects  which 
which  bring  not  any  profit  to  Man  or  Beaft,  and  this 
in  great  quantity  too.  For  in  fuch  plain  low  Coun¬ 
tries  and  moift  watery  grounds,  where  you  fhall  not 
meet  with  eithei'  Mouniains  or  Vallies,.  or  Stones,  or 
Wood  :  The  moft  gracious  God  hath,  like  a  pro- 
V'ident  and  wife  houfholder  provided  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  giving  them  a  certain  kind  of  earth  inlaid  with 
many  Roots  anti  Fibers  that  grow  therein,  which  the 
Dutch  call  "STort*,-  we  Tmfs^  the  which  they  ufe  inftead 
of  Woods,  to  boil  with,  and  about  other  neceffary  u- 
fes fo  that  they  may  eafily  be  without  the  wood, 
which  is  yearly,  brought  them  in  fuch  vaft  quantity  out 
of  other  Countries.  Now  thefe  fame  Turfs  contain 
in  them  the  like  Effential  Salt  as  Wood  does  which 

Nitre  is  extraCfed  outof.  .  ,  ^  , 

As  concerning  Stones,  they  do  not  in  thofe  places 
fliew  themfelves  to  light  (as  lying  deep)  if  you  except 
fuch  as  are  burnt  (or  Bricks)  and  which  are  brought 
hither  to  build  houfes  withal,  yet  God  hath  beftowed 
on  them  a  matter  fufficiently  apt  to  make  Lime  withal, 
fo  that  they  may  be  without,  even  Stones  themfelves^ 
The  Shell-fifhes  of  all  Sorts  (ferve  to  this  work),  and 
fornetimes  the  raging  of  the  Sea,  drives  the  Fifiies  Qiells 
alhore  by  heaps,  and  like  little  hills,  the  which  being 
carrved  by  the  Inhabitants  into  the  Cities  and  Villages, 
they  put  them  in  the  Lime-Kilns,  and  reduce  them  by 
a  It  long  fire  into  good  Lime,  and  that  by  means  or 


ftitute  of  Wood  and  Stones,  there  (liould  be  found  lefs 
Sait-petre  than  in  others,  in  which  huge  quantities 
both  of  Wood  and  Stone  are  found.  Nay,  rather  I 
affirm,  that  there  is  more  there,  than  is  in  almoft  any 
Country  of  Europe'^  for  do  but  compare  the  price  of 
Turf  and  Wood,  the  Wood  is  dearer,  the  other  chea* 
xr  ;  belides  the  Wood  is  harder  to  prefs  out, and  this 
yields  its  juice  more  eafily- 

So  then,  from  all  the  foregoing  deiponftrations  I 
abfolutely  conclude,  that  there  is  not  aky  place  in  the 
whole  World,  wherein  great  quantities  of  Salppetrc 
may  not  be  made- 

And  if  1  Ihould  fay,  that  there  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  world  any  places  in  which  Nitre  may  be 
eafier  and  plentifullier  made  than  in  the  low  Countries 
of  Germany j  Brabant^  Holland^  Zealand^  Flanders^ 
Friefelandy  the  Groningen  Fields^the  County  of  Emdane^ 
and  all  thofe  Countries  which  run  as  far  as  the  German 
and  Baltici^Se^yin  this  their  moorifh  kind  of  ground ; 
verily  I  Ihould  not  fpeak  untruth,  but  if  need  were,  I 
could  witnefs  it  of  a  certainty. 

But  left  my  Writings  Ihould  remain  too  obfeure  and 
unknown  to  fuch  as  are  unskilled,  and  that  fuch  may 
not  overmuch  torment  their  Brains  by  unneceflary 
Pleadings. how  this  may  be  efFeded,  I  judge  it  altoge¬ 
ther  neceffary  openly  to  confefs  the  Truth  before  eve* 
ry  one,  and  fay,  That  Nitre  or  Salt-petre,  were  but 
its  true  ufe  known,  is  juftly  and  worthily  to  be  accoun¬ 
ted  of  as  the  greateft  Treafure  of  the  whole  world,as 
being  a  thing  by  the  help  of  which,  good  Health,  Ho¬ 
nours,  and  Riches  may  be  purchafed  ^  and  this  we 
ffiall  confirm  in  the  three  following  parts.  If  then  that 
this  be  granted,  then  this  alfo  will  be  yielded  too, that 
the  Subjed-matter  out  of  which  it  is  extraded,  is  not 
to  be  defpifed,  but  to  be  highly  valued ;  and  therefore 
ought  Wood  and  Turf  to  have  their  due  Honour  given 
them,  concerning  which,  I  have  by  many  Arguments 
affirmed,  that  the  one  of  them  is  every  where  in  the 
upper  Germany  in  great  plenty,  and  the  other  in  the 
low  Countries  of  Germany^  (nor  doth  thefe  at  all  come 
fhort  of  the  others )  and  that  both  may  and  ought  to 
yield  Nitre.  Befides,not  only  the  bare  Turf  is  here¬ 
to  ufefuhbutlikewife  the  hitherto  thrown-away  affies/ 
which  are  every  where  caft  out  as  unprofitable. 

NB-  They  are  notufeful  in  wafhing,  as  wood^affies, 
with  which  the  Laundreffes  make  Lyes,  and  being  they 
are  not,  they  are  thrown  away  as  good  for  nought. But 
yet  there  is  in  them  a  great  quantity  of  a  certain  fait, 
which  being  inverted  by  Art,  paffeth  into  Nitre  ; 
therefore  through  raeer  ignorance  is  there  caft  away, 
together  with  thofe  Turfy  affies,a  vaft  quantity  of  un¬ 
ripe  Salt  petre,  from  whence  a  mighty  profit  might 
redound  to  thofe  Countries,  but  being  improvidently 
thrown  away,  is  meerly  loft.  But  yet  I  would  not 
have  any  imagine,thac  the  Salt  which  is  made  of  the 
Lee  ofTurf-affies,  isprefently  SalDpetre  ;  no,for  ’tis 
needful  that  the  fubtilcy  of  Art  befirft  thereto  nfed, 
afore  fuch  a  Salt  be  brought  to  that  pafs,  as  to  burn 
like  Salt-petre  :  But  yet  care  is  to  be  taken,  that  that 
Art  become  not  common,  for  then  fb  Noble  a  thing, 
and  fo  profitable  to  our  Countries,  will  be  known  by 
Enemies  as  well  as  Friends ;  which  to  prevent,  it  muff: 
be  warily  handled,  and  the  principal  work  here  requi* 
fite  isthis, That  it  may  not  be  publifhed  fo  im¬ 
prudently,  as  to  render  the  ungrateful  and  unworthy 
partakers  of  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  thankful  and 
worthy  ones- 

By  thefe  things  here  fpoken  may  every  one  fee  and 
gather, that  God  is  no  relpeder  of  Kingdoms  and  Prin* 


bur  now  •  fo  that  I  do  cipalities,  and  provides  for  fome  better  than  for  other 

^  KaSy  SuSs  dt  ,  all  Me/a.  HU  Creatures  and  Heirs  of  all  HU 
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Goods,  iffo  be  they  be  but  willing,  and  do  not  ftub- 
bornly  oppofc  and  flight  the  Divine  Grace,  and  do 
not  wantonly  call  it  away  and  negled  it :  Concerning 
which  we  fliall  fpeak  more  in  the  following  part, 
touching  the  Concentration  of  Minerals. 

This  we  muft  yet  farther  add,  viz,.  That  tomrtion 
Salt-Nitre  is  in  all  Coafts,  in  all  Trads  or  Continents, 
and  in  all  Countries ;  yea,  even  in  all  thofe  placfes  in 
which  there’s  neither  Wood,  nor  Stones,  nor  Leaves, 
nor  Grafs,  nor  Earth,  nor  any  bottom  of  Earth  :  As 
for  example  •,  Near  Greenland^  where  the  Sea  is  faid 
to  have  no  bottom,  where  the  Whales  are  caught,and 
which  do  greatly  inrich  the  Merchants  with  their  fat 
or  oil :  Did  they  but  know,  that  the  remaining  Flefli 
and  Bones  were  even  yet  of  great  ufe,  and  knew  they 
but  how  to  turn  them  into  Salt- petre,  they  would  pre- 
ferr  it  far  before  their  Fat,  for  the  fake  of  which,  fo 
much  labour  and  trouble  is  undertaken^  for  in  the  flefli 
of  one  Whale  only  ( which  as  it  is,  is  not  at  all  profi¬ 
table  to  any  man)  I  dare  fay,  that  there  may  be  found 
20, 30, 40,  $0,  yea,  foraetimes  100  Centenaries,  or 
hundreds  weight  of  Salt-petre.  And  fo  likewife  the 
Intrails  of  the  dried  Stock-fifli  thatare  caught  in  Ij^^nd 
and  Norway)  Ihould  I  affirm,  that  they  would  even  al- 
moft  excel  the  Fifli  it  felfin  value,  I  fliould  not  be  de¬ 
ceived.  I  find  no  difficulty  that  might  hinder  me  from 
affirming  this  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Truth. 

t)o  not  the  Salt-petre=men  prefer r  the  Nitrous 
Earth  that’s  found  in  old  burying  places  (if  they  can 
have  it)  far  beyond  other  Nitrous  Earths  And  this 
among  others,  that  moft  excellent  Examiner  of  Me¬ 
tals,  L4z:<?r«j£rci^fr,inhis  Book  of  examining  of  Me¬ 
tals,  affirms,  and  gives  this  Earth  the  chiefeft  place. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at, that  of  late  in  Poland^  to¬ 
wards  Mnfeovy ,  where  formerly  great  Battels  have 
been,  and  many  thoufands  of  men  flain,  and  by  reafon 
of  the  multitude  of  them, have  f  after  the  BatteU  been 
thrown  into  deep  Caverns  of  Mountains  for  the  eafier 
burying  them)  there  hath  been  a  great  quantity  of 
Salt=pecte  extraded  out  of  the  Earth.  Were  there  not 
gain  and  profit  to  be  ptten,  thofe  men  that  are  im- 
ployed  in  the  extrading  and  boiling  it,  would  not  lay 
out  fo  much  Money  on  unprofitable  Afhes  of  Carcafes. 

But  to  pafs  this  by,  let  any  one  make  but  this  Expe¬ 
riment  :  Fill  fome  Veffel  with  Bulls  or  Ox-blood, and 
put  it  in  a  warm  place  till  it  putrefie  and  be  turned  as 
it  were  into  Earth  then  extrad  a  Lye  out  of  this 
Earth,  and  boil  it  fo  long,  till  a  little  skin  appear  on 
the  top,  then  lay  it  by  in  a  cold  place,  to  fhoot  into 
Cryftals,or  little  Stones,  and  thefe  will  be  true  Nitre. 

NB.  There  is  another  and  more  compendious  way 
of  extrading  Salt-petre  out  of  the  blood  of  Animals, 
which  belongs  not  to  this  place  to  treat  of  \  let  us  but 
compute  the  account  a  little.  If  there  are  yearly  kill’d 
in  fome  great  City  fome  ten  thoufand  Oxen,  belides 
Calves,  Hogs,  Sheep,  and  Goats,  and  the  blood  be  call 
away  as  unprofitable,  [[  novo  an  hundred  weight  of  blood 
yields  fome  5,  6,  7,  or  8  pound,  or  more,  of  Nitre.  ]  the 
queftion  is.  How  many  Hundreds  of  Salt  petre  is  loft  ? 
That  this  may  be  the  more  clearly  evidenced,  "viz,. 
That  there  is  much  Salt-petre  in  all  Beafts,  Filhes,and 
Birds,  take  another  Experiment:  Let  a  Beaft,  Bird, 
or  Fi^  be  laid  in  fome  warm  place,  where  no  Rain 
comes,  to  putrefie,  out  of  the  Carcafs  there  will  come 
Worms  ;  of  thefe  Worms  or  Maggots  take  about  one 
pound,  more  or  lefs,  put  them  in  a  Glafs  with  a  nar¬ 
row  neck,  ftop  the  glafs  with  Paper  only,  and  fet  it  at 
the  Sun,  but  not  too  hot,  and  in  a  few  daies  the  worms 
or  maggots  will  be  turned  into  water  •,  then  pour  out 
this  water  into  a  Copper  Velfel  tinn’d  over,  clarify  it 
with  the  whites  of  Eggs,  as  Vegetable  juices  are  wont 


to  be  clarified  j  then  evaporate  the  clarified  Juige,  by 
little  and  little,  by  decodion,  fill  it  be  covered  over 
with  asking  as  we  have  taught  you  in  the  Vegetable 
Juices  5  then  fet  it  by  in  a  cold  Cellar,  and  there  will 
fhoot  good  and  natural  Nitre,  but  efpecially  if  that 
Liquor  fliall  have  ftood  a  while  afore  in  the  air. 

The  felf-fame  Experiment  may  any  one  make  with 
other  Vermin  that  arife  from  Flefh  or  Cheefc,  and  he 
fliall  find  that  even  living  Creatures  have  Salt-petre  in 
them :  fo  then  there  is  nothing  to  be  found,  wherein 
that  Univferfal  fait  of  the  World  is  not  feen  to  be  j 
but  in  fome  the  fait  doth  fooner  put  on  a  Salt-petre  na¬ 
ture,  and  in  others  it  is  already  made  Salttpetre  by 
Nature.  . 

Let  this  ferve  a§  an  example,  viz..  The  Eflential  oi* 
Univerfal  fait  of  Vegetables, Animals, &Minerals, is  in* 
deed  in  its  own  nature  nitrous,  but  it  does  not  con¬ 
ceive  any  flame  afore  it  has  attraded  life  and  flame 
from  the  Air.  Further,  one  fait  attrads  that  Life 
fooner  and  willinglier  than  another  does,  according  as 
it  is  by  Nature  framed.  By  how  much  the  more  vola¬ 
tile  and  urinous  the  falts  are,  fo  much  the  fooner  do 
they  change  themfelves  into  Nitre ;  and  by  how  much 
the  more  biting  and  more  corrofive,  fo  much  the  more 
difficultly  and  (lowly  do  they  put  on  the  nature  of 
Salt-petre.  But  becaufe  Nitre  is  a  fait  that  partakes  of 
both  naturej,^^.  of  a  Urinous  and  Corrofive  Nature, 
and  is  compounded  as  it  were  of  both  a  Urinous  and 
a  Corrofive  Salt,  therefore  by  the  help  thereof  one 
skill’d  in  Nature  may  eafily  help  the  falts, and  make  of 
them  whatfoever  he  pleafeth.  Nor  is  there  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things  any  fait,  but  may  by  the  help  of  Art  be 
turned  into  Nitre  but  efpecially  thofe  falts  which 
are  fublimed  by  fire,  and  are  elevated  by  the  force 
thereof  i  as  likewife  thofe  that  are  in  the  Urine  and 
Excrements  of  all  Animals ;  yea  more,  Animals,  Vege* 
tables,  and  Minerals  themfelves  do  eafily  affume  the 
nature  of  Nitre  :  This  now  is  the  firft  degree  of  falts. 
Another  degree  of  falts  are  thofe  that  are  fomewhat 
fixer,  (as  the  Sons  of  Art  call  them)  and  are  fuch  as  are 
left  in  the  fire,  from  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Mine¬ 
rals  :  Thefe  do  more  hardly  pafs  into  the  nature  bf 
Nitre ;  but  the  bardeft  of  all,  are  thofe  falts  which  are 
in  the  third  degree, as  common  falt,Sea-falt,Mountairt 
or  Foffile  fait,  Alume  and  Vitriol ;  for  by  Art  are  eveil 
thefe  brought  to  that  ftate,  as  to  pafs  into  true  Nitre^ 
but  harder  than  the  former,  for  they  need  a  longer 
time  for  tranfmutation,  than  the  abovenamed  flyingi 
volatile,  and  urinous  falts-  And  therefore  I  would 
not  have  any  of  you  to  opinionate,  that  when  I  fay  iri 
my  Writings,  that  this  or  that  fait  may  be  converted 
into  Salt-petre,  aflbon  as  ever  it  is  extraded  out  of  the 
Lixivium,  or  by  barely  calcining  with  fire, that  (I  fay) 
it  fliould  prefently  be  true  burning  Salt-petre  ■,  no, there 
is  a  yet  farther  time  thereto  required,  whereto  it  may 
attradits  life  and  foul  out  of  the  Air,  and  become 
burning  or  inflamabie.  . 

Every  common  Barber  arid  mean-pated  fellow, 
knows  that  the  moft5<«/r-|?efre  hitherto  made, hath  beeii 
boiled  out  of  a  Lee,  drawn  out  of  the  Earth  taken  out 
of  old  ftables,  wherein  Sheep  and  other  beafts  have 
ftood.  And  why,  I  pray,  but  of  the  old  ftanding  pla¬ 
ces  of  Sheep,  Oxen,  and  the  like  Cattel,  and  not  like- 
wife  Out  of  the  new  ?  It  is  on  this  account,  becaufe 
old  Stables  do  not  only  in  long  Procefs  of  time  imbibe 
more  fait  out  of  the  Excrements  and  Urine,  and  con- 
fequcntly  yield  more  Salt-petre  i  but  alfo  thofe  very 
falts  (that  come  from  the  Excrements  of  the  beafts) 
and  which  is  the  main  thing,  have  in  long  procefs  of 
time  received  their  foul  or  life  from  the  air,  wluch. 
new  falls  have  not  as  yet.  attained  unto  :  For, 
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let  any  one  boiL  and  try  his  conclufions  on  the  frefh 
Dung  and  Urine  of  Animals,  as  much  as  he  lift,  they 
will  never  become  Nitre, unlefs  they  draw  their  Life 
out  of  the  Air.  Let  any  one  take  forne  good  Salt¬ 
petre,  and  mix  it  with  Earth,  and  deftil  off  the  Spirit 
in  a  Retort,  there  will  come  over  into  the  Receiver 
fucha  Hrarpand  corroding  water,  as  will  diffolve  Me¬ 
tals,  Stones,  and  all  other  even  the  hardeft  Mercurial 
Bodies,  and  yet  the  Salt-petre  was  not  corroGve  be¬ 
fore, but  it  bath  gotten  that  degree  of  corroGvity  from 
the  ^e's  operation-  Contrariwife,  let  fome  good  Salt 
Nitre  be  taken»  and  be  calcined  in  a  Crucible,  with 
burning  Coals  or  fuch-like  other  matters  as  will  burn 
or  calcine  it :  By  this  operation  it  will  be  changed  in* 
to  a  very  Gery  and  Gxt  Salt,  but  not  fo  corrofive,  and 
thus  it  willdiG’olve  all  Fat,  Oils,  Greafes,  and  fulphu" 
reous  Bodies,  which  thing  the  former  corroGve  Spirit 
will  not  do  i  for  fuch  bodies  as  arc  diflblveable  by 
this  Gxt  and  urinous  Salc,the  former  acid  Spirit  leaves 
them  untouch’d  •,  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  dif¬ 
folve  thofe  bodies  which  cannot  be  dilTolved  by  the 
Gxt  Salt,  and  yet  are  they  both  extracted  out  of  one 
and  the  fame  Subjed,  by  the  help  of  the  Grc.  Hence 
may  it  eaGly  beconjedured,  that  this  is  an  Herma- 
phroditical  Salt,  and  partakes  of  both  natures,  feeing 
it  puts  on  both  (or  either)  of  them  ^  for  the  Philofo* 
phical  Maxim  .witnefleth,  that  every  thing  hath  its 
Original  out  of  that  into  which  it  can  be  changed  and 
refolved. 

Now  when  I  pour  the  acid  Spirit  that  deftilled  over 
into  the  Receiver-.on  that-Gxt  Salt  again, they  are  both 
of  them  divefted  of  their  nature  and  property ;  the 
Spirit  lofeth  his  Giarpnefs  and  acidity, and  the  Gxt  fait 
puts  off  its  Gery  nature, and  fothey  both  become  again 
an  HermaphroditicalSaIt,butyet  not  prefently,  but 
’tisneceffarytoallowthemfometimeof  ftanding  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Air,  whereby  they  may  receive  that  life 
and  that  burning  nature  which  the  Fire  hath  depri¬ 
ved  them  of.  But  yet  notwithftanding,  this  comes 
fooner  to  pafs.in  this,  than  in  other  contrary  fubjeds, 
becaufe  thefe  two  Contraries  have  heretofore  already 
been  one  Salt-  petre ;  for  fuch  as  never  have  been  Ni¬ 
tre.  but  are  hereafter  to  be  fo,  require  a  longe?  abode 
iq  the  Air.  Thefe  inftrudions  we  give  to  thofe  that 
might  haply  think  that  Salts  may  be  animated  without 
the  help  of  the  Air. 

And  now,  that  I  may  perfedly  demonftrate  that 
Salts  do  get  their  life  out  of  the  aft,  without  any  en- 
creaGng  in  weight  thereby,  and  not  from  elfewhere,  I 
will  give  you  this  following  example.  Take  i  L  of 
Honey  or  Sugar,  and  let  it  be  diffolved  in  ten  pounds 
of  Water,  and  let  this  Water  be  fet  for  fome  weeks  in 
a  warm  air, the  Honey  Pr  Sugar  will  be  as  a  magnet  to 
this  Water,  and  will  byattradinga  life  out  of  the 
air  turn  it  into  Giarp  Vinegar,  and  that  without  any 
thing  at  all  encreaGng  the  weight  of  the  fame-  By  this 
means  Water,  by  the  addition  of  Honey,  Sugar,  Malt, 
or  any  other  Vegetable  Juice,  will,  by  the  operation  of 
the  hidden  and  attrading  effential  Salt,  pafs  together 
with' it  into  excellent  Vinegar.  But  now  fome  or  other 
may  imagine  that  the  Honey,  or  the  juice  of  the  Fruit 
and  Corn,  have  in  them  an  hidden  acidity,  which  by 
the  help  of  the  warm  encompaffing  air,  hath  revealed 
it  felf,  and  fo  did  not  attrad  its  birth  out  of  the  air : 
But  I  will  Giew  you  the  contrary,  as  follows  :  Take  a 
pound  of  Honey,  Sugar,  or  fome  other  Vegetable 
Juice,  and  force  it  over  in  a  Retort  into  a  Receiver, 
and  you  will  find  that  there  will  deftil  over  lo  or  12 
lots  for  half  ounces)  of  iuGpid  Water,  and  fo  many 
of  acid  water  jthe  remainder  is  a  dead  aGies,and  have 


nothing  in  them  •,  the  V  inegar  and  Phlegm  that  afcen'- 
ded,  will  not  yield  one  pound  of  Liquor,  and  the  Vi¬ 
negar  it  felf,  with  its  acidity, will  fcarcebefo  ftrong  iii 
tafte  as  thofe  ten  pounds  of  water  that  are  turned  into 
Vinegar  by  the  air. 

This  now  deraonftrates,  that  there  was  not  in  the 
Honey  any  more  acidity  than  what  was  thence  drawn 
out  by  the  help  of  deftillation,  for  the  remaining  afhes 
have  not  any  tafte  at  all.  But  put  cafe  that  the  acidi¬ 
ty  which  is  driven  out  of  the  Retort  into  the  Recei¬ 
ver  by  the  force  of  Fire,  Ihould  be  as  (harp  as  Aq.  for¬ 
tis^  (when  as  tho’  it  is  fcarce  as  fowre  as  Vinegar  j  yec 
vyouid  it  hardly  make  ten  pounds  of  Water  fo  acid  as 
to  be  compared  with  the  other  which  is  made  by  the 
effential  Salt  and  the  Air ;  fo  that  it  is  evident  that 
the  addityf as  being  a  life)is  drawn  by  the  Magnetick 
Virtue  of  the  Honey  out  of  the  air. 

But  as  touching  this  Effential  Salt  of  Vegetables, its 
being  a  Magnet,  to  extrad  an  acetous  fpiric  out  of  the 
air,  and  communicate  it  to  the  dead  water.  You  arc 
here  well  to  obferve,  that  the  univerfal  fpirit  or  foul 
of  the  World  may  be  drawn  out  of  the  Air  many  and 
fundry  waies.  In  the  aforementioned  Example  of  Vi¬ 
negar  is  a  fpirit  extradited,  which  is  fit  for  the  con¬ 
verting  ofVegetable  Liquors  into  Vinegar.  InHerma- 
phroditjcal  falts,  the  Univerfal  Nitrous  fpirit  becomes 
burning,  as  in  Wine,  Ale.  and  Metheglin.  All  thefe 
are  fo  made  by  the  means  of  air,  without  which  no 
Wine  or  Ale  can  ferment,  and  without  fermentation 
it  is  impoflible  for  a  burning  fpirit  to  be  generated ; 
which  faid  fpirit  is  eafily  afterwards  turned  intoVine- 
gar,  and  this  Vinegar  into  Nitre, and  this  Nitre  again 
into  a  burning  Spirit  or  Vinegar  •,  for  every  Life  is  of 
one  and  the  fame  original,  and  may  by  the  benefit  of 
Art  be  changed  out  of  one  nature  or  property  into  a- 
nother. 

So  likewife  the  fame  is  to  be  nnderftood  in  the  gene¬ 
ration  of  Salt-  petre,  all  Salts  of  Animals,  V  cgetables, 
and  Minerals  aredead,afore  they  get  themfelves  a  life 
after  a  magnetical  manner  out  of  the  Air, and  be  made 
into  Salt-petre  ^  for  amongft  all  falts,  none  deferve  to 
be  called  a  Lhe  Salt^  but  that  one  of  Sait-petre,  which 
by  the  Philofophers  is  called  the  Watchful  Dragon^  : 
which  likewife  at  the  beginning  was  dead, but  hath  got 
himfelf  a  Life  out  of  the  air-  By  all  which  it  is  moft 
dearly  manifeft,  that  the  life  of  all  things  arifeth  out 
of  the  air,  and  that  thofe  Creatures  which  come  not 
into  the  air  want  Life.and  that  fuch  things  as  already 
have  life,  arc  choakM  and  die  if  the  air  be  taken  from 
them.  Hence  comes  the  death  of  all  things,  by  a  fup- 
preffmgor  taking  away  of  air,  (in  which  air  the  Life 
of  all  things  confifts)what  way  foeverit  be  done  by, 
as  the  aforefaid  example  of  the  Vinegar  teacheth  •, 
for  if  Honev  or  Sugar  were  not  made  thin  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  there  would  never  have  hapned  chat  changing  in* 
to  Vinegar.  So  likewife  Grapet,  Apples^  Pears,  Bar-^ 
ley,  Oats^  Wheat,  were  they  not  moiftened  with  water,  , 
but  remained  dry,they  never  would  get  the  nature  and 
property  of  Vinegar,and  that  for  this  reafon,becaufc 
the  air  could  never  infufe  its  life  into  a  dry  and  lhut--up 
body. 

This  they  well  know  who  are  imployed  in  making  a 
quantity  of  Vinegar  ;  and  upon  this  account  do  they 
in  Summer  time  fet  their  Veffels  open  to  the  Sun,  and 
in  the  Winter,  they  keep  them  in  warmftoves  near  the 
fire,  and  both  afore  and  behind,  and  at  the  bottom  do 
they  make  holes  to  give  the  Air  entrance,  that  fothey 
might  the  fpeedilier  promote  the  changing  of  the 
Wine,  Ale  and  Metheglin  into  Vinegar. 

They  likewife  know  this  too,  that  even  ftrong  Vi¬ 
negar 
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negar  if  it  be  a  longtime  fhuc  and  kept  from  Air,  cor¬ 
rupts  and  dies.  The  which  thing,  feeing  it  is  to  be 
as  well  underftood  of  other  Subjeds,  as  of  thefe  here, 
'VIZ..  Salt-petre  and  Vinegar, we  may  affirm  thus  much, 
That  by  how  much  the  more  of  warm  Air  comes  to 
the  Wine  or  Ale,  fo  much  the  fooner  will  they  pais 
into  Vinegar-  And  by  how  much  the  more  of  warm 
Air  the  Salts  draw,  fo  much  the  fpeedier  will  they 
!  draw  a  Life  thereout-of,  and  put  on  themfelves  the 
I  nature  and  property  of  Salt-petre.  This  is  the  rea- 
fon  why  the  Salt-petre  boilers  do  fometimes  turn  or 
dig  up  the  Earth  from  whence  they  have  had  Salt- 
,  pctre,  and  moiften  it  with  water,  that  fo  the  Air  may 
the  more  commodioufly  penetrate  that  Earth  by  its 
operation,  and  infufe  Nitre  thereinto.  But  yet  this 
I  bufinefs  goes  (lowly  on,  and  may  be  compared  with 
that  where  a  man  preffieth  out  Grapes  or  Apples  a  lit- 
!  tic,  and  then  expofeth  thofe  Reliques  of  the 

I  prefs’d  Grapes  or  Apples  to  the  Air,  or  elfe  grinds 

Malt  fomewhat  grofly  and  moiftens  it  with  water  and 
!  fo  fets  it  by  that  it  may  be  endued  with  the  nature 
i  and  virtues  of  Vinegar:  It  would  indeed  come  to  pafs, 

:  but  yet  much  flower  than  if  Wine,  Ale, or  other  Drinks 
I  werefetbyfo,  without  the  huskinefs  or  bran:  The 
fame  is  to  be  obferved  in  the  making  of  Salt-petre. 

,  By  how  much  the  more,  the  Air  toucheth  the  Salts,  fo 
much  the  fpeedier  will  it  reduce  them  into  living  Ni- 
i  tre-  This  may  be  feen  in  old  walls  that  are  built  in 
moift  places,  you  fee  how  the  Lime  fprouts  out  and  is 
converted  into  Salt-petre.  We  fee  not  the  fame  thing 
I  done  in  the  iniide  of  the  wall,  where  the  Air  can  can- 
!  not  penetrate  into  it.  Hence  know  I  of  a  truth,  that 
it  is  not  the  husks  of  the  Grapes,  nor  the  husks  or  bran 
j  of  the  Corn  grows  four,  but  it  is  the  thin  Juice  or  Li¬ 
quor  that  is  either  preifed  out  of  them,  or  extracted 
with  water.  And  I  likewife  fee  that  Ms  not  the  Affies, 
nor  Calx  vive,  nor  the  like  calcined  things  that  be¬ 
comes  N itre,  but  only  the  Salt  that  is  hidden  in  them. 
Therefore  feeing  that  all  calcined  things  being  moiit- 
'  ned  with  water  and  for  a  long  time  expofed  to  the 
I  warm  Air  do  extraft  a  Life  and  become  Salt-  petre,and 
that  the  Alhes  and  Calx  are  like  a  dead  Earth  and 
never  yield  Salt-petre,  but  remain  a  dead  Earth. 
Likewife,  forafmuch  as  fuch  Earth  doth  not  at  all 
conferr  ought  to  the  generation  and  making  of  Salt- 
•  petre,  but  is  rather  every  where  an  hindrance  there¬ 
unto,  whereby  the  Air  cannot  aflbeiate  it  felf  to  the 
Salt  -,  therefore  do  I  feparate  the  earth,  body,  (hell, 
and  ufelefs  garment,  and  keep  the  Salt,  and  I  introvert 
itby  the  Air  and  turn  it  into  Salt-nitre,  but  yet  not 
without  the  addition  of  Water, in  which  the  Salt  is  dif- 
folvedandrendred  mote  fit  for  extrading  a  Life  out 
of  the  Air  ;  for  otherwife  ihould  the  Salt  remain  dry 
this  tranfrautation  would  be  a  tedious  while  a  bring¬ 
ing  to  the  defired  end. 

If  therefore  the  Salts  that  are  prepared  by  the  fife 
are  diffiolved  in  water, and  the  water  be  together  with 
It  kept  by  peculiar  Inftruments  in  perpetual  motion, 
and  fomeheat  be  alio  thereto  adjoined,  fo  that  there 
be  not  the-  lead:  Atoms  of  the  Salts  to  be  found  which 
have  not  the  unceflant  penetration  of  the  warm  air, 
and  which  are  not  animated,  f  becaufo  the  warm  air 
and  motion  do  in  all  places  touch  and  vivify  the  Salts) : 
Such  an  operation  as  this  does  more  in  four  Weeks, 
than  if  the  Salt  lay  in  the  heaped  up  Earth  and  open 
to  the  air  (far  longer)  wherein  it  would  not  in  a  whole 
years  time  attain  to  fo  great  a  change.  But  this  per¬ 
petual  agitation  and  heating  confifteth  in  a  certain 
wooden  Inftrument  which  may  of  its  own  accord  by 
'an  unccafing  motion  heat  the  Salt-water,  fo  as  that 


every  Week  a  growing  alteration  may  be  evidently 
feen  and  perceived.  It  is  not  of  any  great  charge,  and 
one  may  get  ready  as  many  Veflels  to  be  filled  with 
Salt-water  to  make  Salt-petre  with  (as  he  pleafeth  ) 
ror  one  Man  can  manage  an  hundred  of  them  or  more 
and  conlerve  them  in  continual  heat  and  motion,  fo 

fuch  an  Arc  fecrec  as  long  as  he 
pleafeth.  And  as  concerning  the  ordering  the  fait  by 
the  help  of  the  fire  and  getting  it  a  magnecick  and  at- 
tracxive  faculty  afore  it  be  diffiolved  in  water  to  be  put 
into  the  Veflels  j  and  alfo  how  the  Veflels  are  to  be 
prepared,  this  cannot  be  conveniently  declared  in 
writing,  but  it  is  expedient  that  as  well  the  manual 
operations  requifite  for  the  endowing  of  fait  with  a 
magnetick  faculty, as  the  inftruments  neceffiary  for  the 
Salt‘petre  be  alfo  well  lookt  into,  with 
all  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging.  Any  one 
will  eafily  comprehend  them  all,  and  be  able  to  imi¬ 
tate  them  j  yea  far  eafier  than  any  grofs  or  great 
work,  and  it  may  be  improved  in  anyfubje(ft  whatever. 
It  is  not  any  fordid  kind  of  operation,  but  pure  and 
clean,  it  needs  not  any  making  of  Lixiviums,  nor  any 
decoflion,  nor  any  evaporation,  but  perfedteth  it  felf 
without  impediment  or  retarding  the  work,  and  coa¬ 
gulates  the  Salt  into  Nitre*  Verily  it  is  a  moft  deli¬ 
cate  and  moft  profitable  invention,  from  which  many 
others  may  have  a  beginning  and  flow. 

Thus  have  we  declared  and  proved  that  the  foul  of 
the  World  vivifying  dead  falts,  and  turning  them  in¬ 
to  Salt-petre,  adds  not  unto  them  either  weight  or  en* 
creafe,  and  yet  neverthelefs  it  is  of  fuch  abundant  ef¬ 
ficacy  and  power  as  to  reduce  them  all  to  Life,  which 
Life  is  no  ocher  thing  but  the  little  Bird  of  Herms^ 
and  eafily  admits  of  being  efteemed  for  the  moft  no¬ 
ble  amongft  all  the  Creatures  GOD  hath  made,  fee  a- 
nde  but  the  foul  of  Man,  and  may  by  the  help  of  Art 
beagain  extracted  out  ofthe  Salt-petre. But  that  I  may 
mention  the  thing  more  openly  and  more  clearly^j 
I  fay,  that  the  fairs  rauft(by  the  help  of  Fire  and  Art) 
firft  get  a  magnecick  and  attra(5l:ive  power  and  faculty 
afore  they  can  draw  a  Life  out  of  the  air.  Now  then, 
after  that  the  univerfal  Life  of  the  World  is  caughC 
and  fettered  as  it  were  by  the  falts,  and  hath 
turned  the  dead  falts  into  living  nitre,  yet  that  life 
lies  hidden  in  that  Salt-petre  invifibly,  and  can  but  a 
little  or  fcarce  any  thing  at  all  (hew  out  or  difpay  its 
virtues  by  reafon  of  the  Grols  body  of  the  fait. 

NB.  If  fo  be  that  any  one  (halibut  knowhow  to 
draw  out  this  Life  again  out  of  the  Nitre,  and  bring 
It  into  a  body,  and  make  it  vifible,he  (hall  have  a  thing 
fo  admirable  that  he’ll  fcarce  find  the  like  fas  I  be¬ 
lieve)  in  all  natural  things.  For  there  is  fuch  a  fweec 
and  red  Liquor,  as  to  light,  thence  had,  that  one  only 
fmall  drop  will  tinge  a  thoufand  parts  of  water  with 
a  Golden  colour :  which(faid  Liquor)  I  have  not  as  yet 
brought  to  a  conflantor  fixed  Medicine,  but  do  make 
ufe  of  it  in  Medicine  (as  it  is)  and  I  find  in  it  things 
wonderful.  But  this  little  Bird  (as  far  as  I  know) 
cannot  be  again  extraflcd  out  of  the  Nitre  by  any  o- 
their  fubjeift  than  with  a  net  artificially  prepared  of 
Shceps-skins. 

Such  a  worthy  thing  as  this  is,  do  I  rank  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  great  fecrets  and  rayfteries,  and  I  fuppofe  it  to 
be  that  work  which  the  knowledgedefiring  be¬ 
ing  hoi  pen  by  Medea  who  was  moft  skilful  in  the 
Chymical  Art,  took  away  from  the  Dragon,  and 
called  it  the  Golden  Fleece  :  But  1  would  not  have  any 
bne  perfwade  himfelf  that  I  foeak  here  of  fuch  a  Tin- 
flure  as  is  extracted  out  of  fixt  Nitre  (and  likewife 
the  fame  is  extradable  out  of  Salt  of  Tartar)  by  Spi- 
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Admonition^  adjoined  as  an  Over-fins. 

\ 

IN  the  firft  Chapter  of  this  firft  part  of  the  concen¬ 
tration  of  things,  have  I  plenarily  manifefted,  by 
what  means,  new  Wines  and  Mufts  are  (by  the  help  of 
an  Artificial  condenfation J  to  be  brought  into  a  nar« 
row  compafs,  that  fo  they  might  be  carried  into  far 
remote  places  wherein  there  are  no  Wines,  and  may 
there  be  fold  to  great  profit.  But  yet  I  forgot  to 
fhew,  by  what  means  the  favour  which  the  winy  Jui¬ 
ces  contracted  in  their  concentration,  is  wholly  to  be 
taken  away  in  the  fermentation  when  they  are  again 
diffolved  in  water,  that  fo  the  Wines  made  of  thofe 
Juices  may  not  have  any  untoward  and  unpleafant 
tafte.  ’Tis  an  Artifice  without  which  no  man 


rit  bf  Wine.  No,  that  is  no  true  Tinaure,  but  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  fomewhat  altered  and  tinged  by  the 
fixt  fait.  But  that  Liquor  of  mine  is  the  true,  occult, 
andinmoft  Tinaure,  Virtue,  and  Life  of  the  Nitre, 
and  is  of  a  golden  Nature,  but  plainly  flying  and  vola¬ 
tile,  one  drop  whereof  doth  fo  gild  an  whole  Impe: 
rial,  as  if  it  were  gilt  over  with  Ducket  Gold. 

This  Tincture  cannot  be  changed  or  altered  by  any 
contrary  Menftruum,  be  it  Corrofive  or  Urinous,  no 
nor  by  ortis  Liquor  of  Salt  of  Tartar ;  the 
like  of  which  is  fcarce  to  be  found  in  all  nature. 

For  if  there  be  a  moft  delicate  colour  drawn  out  of 
the  Vegetables,  asCochenele,  Saffron,  and  fuchlike, 
by  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  there  be  dropt 
therein  but  one  only  drop  of  Ac^na-f  ortis-,  the  colour 

will  prefently  turn  pale,  and  if  you  add  more,  it  will  I  talte.  '1  is  an  Artmce  witnouc  wmen  no  man  can 
vanifh  for  altogether.  Or  elfe  if  a  drop  of  the  Liquor  eafily,  quit  himielf  in  this  Art  of  making  Wine.  But 
of  Salt  of  Tartar  fhould  be  put  therein,  it  would  pre-  that  I  may  certify  every  one  hereabouts,  the  Medium 
fently  change  colour  and  become  duskyifh.  But  now,  j  (or  Bafis)  neceffary  about  the  precipitation  in  this 
this  true  Tindture  of  Nitre,or  Soul  of  the  World  fuf-  work  is  no  other  thing  but  common  Snlfhnr  excellent- 
fers  not  any  change  from  either  of  the  contraries,  ly  well  purified,  a  little  'portion  whereof  (according 
And  fliould  one  have  even  a  metallick  TinUure,  or  ex-  to  the  nature  and  property  or  difpofitionofthe  Juices) 
trad  even  from  Gold  it  felf,  yet  would  it  not  ftand  in  is  to  be  hereto  added,  which  muft  boil  up  (or  ferment) 
this  tryal,  but  would  be  precipitated  either  by  the  with  the  Wine,  that  fo  it  may  draw  to  it  felf  all  the 
acid  or  the  fixt  falt,and  feparate  from  the  Menftruums.  filths,  and  all  the  ftrange  odour,  and  favour  or  tafte  in 
But  ours  doth  conftantly  abide  in  every  trial,  and  re-  the  fermentation, and  by  precipitation  caft  them  down 
fills  both  the  contraries.  to  the  bottom,  which  being  done  the  Wines  become 

1  do  therefore  repeat  what  I  have  often  faid,  that  fweet,  clear,  and  get  a  good  favour.  Furthermore  it 
there  is  more  lies  hidden  in  Nitre  than  many  thoufands  is  to  be  known  by  what  means  (feeing  that  there  are 
of  Men  can  perfwade  themfelves  of.  But  becaufe  it  many  feces  and  defilements  that  will  feparate  them- 
is  fo  vile  and  abjedt  a  thing,  no  body  thinks  that  there  felves  out  of  thofe  kinds  of  Wines  as  well  as  out  of  o- 
lies  hidden  any  thing  of  good  therein.  But  do  but  thers,  and  fettle  to  the  bottom;  even  they  are  to  be 
read  the  chiefeft  of  the  Philofophers,  and  you  fhall  put  to  fome  ufe,  that  fo  there  may  not  beany  lofs, 
thereinfindthatthey  do  enigmatically  point  at  Nitre,  but  that  the  gain  may  be  by  fo  much  the  greater, 
and  do  call  it  the  Dragon  which  is  to  be  flain  by  its  Divers  ways  are  there  of  making  profit  from  them ;  as 
Brother  or  Sifter  afore  it  parts  with  its  Treafure  i  for  inftance,TheremainingWines  may  by  prelfedouc 
But  enough  of  this.  in  bags,  or  elfe  they  may  be  turned  into  Vinegar,  or  a 

The  things  hitherto  mentioned,  have  I  produced  fpirit  may  be  thence  deftilled,  and  the  remaining  gtofs 
for  this  end, that  my  Neighbour  may  be  the  better  cer-  matter  be  boiled  in  water,  and  the  Tartar  therein  dif* 
tified  concerning  them.  All  the  Philofophers  Books  folved,and  preft  out  in  bags,  that  it  may  fo  (hoot  into 
-  are  full  of  this  thing,  amongft  whom,  Hermes^  and  Tartar.  But  as  touching  this  exprelfion  I  have  taken 
Bafil  Valentine  excel,  who  have  written  moft  clearly,  care  to  have  a  peculiar  Book  publifhed  at  Norimherg., 
Paracelfns  faith  openly,  Alchimy  hath  found  it  in  Nitre.  (ylz.TheTreatiJe  of  the  Lees  of  mne.^So  that  it  is  wholly 
The  late  Philofopher  Nnlfment^  hath  publifhed  a  needlefs  to  make  any  mention  of  the  fame,  in  this 
Treatife  of  the  Salt  and  Spirit  of  the  World,  and  is  place.  The  Courteous  Readerjmay  ufe  it  to  his  occa- 
verily  moft  worthy  the  reading,  which  (faid  Book )  lions,  as  being  fuch  a  Book,  in  which  he  will  find  the 
I  commend  to  the  Reader  that  ftudies  thefe  things,  faid  prefling  out  the  Wine  and  Tartar,  and  alfo  the 
Therefore  do  I  here  again  repeat  what  I  have  fo  oft  making  of  Vinegar ,clearly  deferibed,  with  all  the  cir- 
reiterated,  viz..  That  Salt-petre  is  the  moft  admira-  cumftances  thereabouts,  and  without  all  queftion  if  he 
ble,themoftexcellent,  and  the  moft  powerful  Subjedt  rightly  underftands  me,  andfets  about  the  work,  he 
of  the  whole  World, whofe  wonderful  properties  can-  will  do  himfelf  a  great  deal  of  good, 
not  be  enough  fearch’d  into.  But  becaufe  it  hath  its!  NB.  But  iffo  be  that  any  fhall  know  the  Art  of 
rife  from  dung  and  putrid  rotten  things  the  greateft  I  turningthe  Tartar  ofthofeF^ces  into  Salt'petre,  (and 
company  of  foqlifh  ones  do  defpife  it,  but  the  fmall  fuch  a  thing  may  be  done  and  that  in  a  very  fho.rt 
company  of  Philofophers  and  Wife-men  (who  are  I  time)  he  will  get  twice  the  profit,  that  is  to  be  gotten 
thofe  that  know  what  admirable  virtues  it  has)  do  moft  I  by  making  Tartar  of  them  j  forafmuch  as  he  need 
highly  efteem  it,  and  fet  thereon  a  great  value.  The  not  put  himfelf  to  the  inconveniency  of  preffing  them. 
V  ell  difpofed  Reader  will  clearly  find  more  as  to  its  In  the  fecond  Chapter  of  this  firft  part  where  men- 
virtue  and  efficacy,  in  the  three  following  parts.  jtion  is  made  of  the  concentration  of  Corn,  therein 
O  thou  the  original  of  all  good  things,and  Treafure  1  has  been  alleadgcd  that  the  remaining  husks  or  branny 
of  all  TreafureSjVouchfafe  that  we  may  well  and  right- 1  parts  which  remain  after  the  extraction  of  the  Juices, 
iy  improve  this  earthly  and  fading  Treafure,and  may  1  may  be  made  to  yield  as  much  yea  more  Moneys  than 
fo  fearch  after,  and  ufe  it  unto  the  end,  that  we  lofe  I  v/ill  pay  the  cofts  about  the  Corn.  But  it  is  well 
not  the  chiefeft  good,  but  may  rather  find  and  keep  known,that  thofe  reliques  that  are  left  in  your  boiling 
thee  for  ever.  1  up  of  Ale,  are  improved  to  fatten  Beafts  with.  If 

I  now  nMedimnusfz  meafure  of  about  fome  6  bulhels)  of 
1  Corn  doth  coft  half,  nay  even  a  whole  Imperial,  thofe 
I  reliques  (that  are  left  of  it  in  working)  can  fcarce 
I  coft  lefs  than  one  eighth  part  of  that  Imperial.  And 
1  now  out  of  fuch  a  Medimnns  or  meafure  of  fuch  re- 

liques,’ 
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'liques,  they  would  very  hardly  when  turned  in  the 
Beafts,  into  nutrimenc,havemade  in  them  two  pounds 
growth  of  dedi,  the  price  of  which  (faid  two  pounds  j 
would  not  amount  to  the  eighth  part  of  the  faid  Im¬ 
perial  :  Whereas  now, if  thofe  reliques  were  handled 
after  the  afore-mentioned  way  of  reducing  Wood  into 
Juices,  they  would  eafily  yield  as  much,  or  more  Salt¬ 
petre  than  the  price  of  the  Corn  was  at  the  beginning. 

So  that  here’s  an  enriching  Treafure  offers  it  felf  to 
the  pious  and  diligent  Houfholder,  whereby  he  may 
do  good  to  thofe  in  need. 

In  the  third  Chapter  of  the  firft  part,  jS  mention 
made  only  of  the  Concentration  of  Wood, of  the  pref¬ 
ling  th^  Juices  9ut  of thf,Wo9d;,  §hd  pf  t|ie  m^fcfng 
Nitre  -,  But'Becaufe  there  is  not  eyer-y  where  fuch 
great  quantity  of  Wood,  as  to  imploy  it-  td  the  ma¬ 
king  of  Salt'petre  without  omitting  the  more  neceffa- 
ry  ufe  bfif,yet  notwithftanding  the  cafe  may  be  fo  or¬ 
dered  aslhgt  a  great  quantity  \of  Salt-jaitrp  may  be 
made  ofthe  LeaVes  of  the  Trees  and  th*e  Ci  rats'  that 
grows  under  theTrees, and  there’s  no  need  to  tuVdowh 
the  Trees,if  a  Man  has  no  mind  fo  to  do.  Belides  too, 
in  fuch  places  where  there’s  but  little  Wood  and  much 
■Corn,  even  the  very  ftubbleor  ftraw  ( of  the  Corn)  is 
fit  enough  to  be  made  into  Salt-p^re.  So  that  there 
is  no  place  where  there  is  not  matter  found  for  the  j 
making  of  Salt'petre.  J  , 

And  therefore  1  cannot  forbear  but  mull  needs  teach  | 
all  piousHoufholders  f  whether  they  have  their  Houfes: 
in  Cities  or  in  Villages)  a  certaimeafie  Artifice^by  the 
help  of  which  they  may  gather  a  Treafure  for  their  j 
Children,  without  any  labour  and  edits,  and  fuch  a  one . 

as  Thieves  can  never  rob  them  of.  ^  '  | 

And  now,  feeing  t  have  revealed  in  this  fmall 
■  Book,  for  the  benefit  both  of  Rich  and  Poor,  high 
and  low,  three  Artifices  or  Workmanfhips  by  which, 
iWine,Gorn,.and  Wood  may  be  made  more  profita¬ 
ble  •,  but  yet  have  not  brought  any  affifting  'help  to, 
fuch  as  yvant  both  Wi!l^,-CPrA>_3nd  Wood,  J.  have 
Judged  it  worth  the* while  (that  fo  eventhey  who  have 
nothing,  and  -yet  n^verthelefs  defiye  to  provWc  for 
their  Wives  and  Children  infome  honeft  way)  to  be¬ 
llow,  on  thrm  a  fecret  Art,  .\y hereby  they  niay  fe^k 
their  advantage  or  profit.  And  Ihope  the  thing  vyill 
^redound  to  the  Honour  ofOpdjandto  all  our  Healths. 

Befides,  1  will  Ihew  away  tpjfuch  as  have  ©p  inheri¬ 
tance  left  them  from  their  Parents,  nor  have  anything 
cometothem'.by  Marriage, by  what  means  they  may 
vwithout  labour  and  trouble  get  a  Treafure  for  their 
.Children. 

Firft  ofall,  Let  fuch  a  one  take  care  to  have  fome 
lhade  or  hovel  made,  to  join  to  that  fide  of  his  dwel¬ 
ling  that  lies  in  the  middle ’twixt  the  North  and  the 
Eaft  part  of  Heaven,  or  fome  other  more  convenient 
place,  fo  as  to  admit  the  Sun  and  Air  to  it,  but  to  keep 
off  the  Rain.  Under  thisPept-houfe  or  Hovel,  let 
him  dig  a  large  Pit,  and  with  the  Earth  he  digs  out  let 
him  make  banks  round  the  PitS'-mouth  that  fo,  it  may 
keep  the  Rain  off  of  every  fide*  This  donei  let  him 
each  day  in  every  year,  or  whenlbever  he  can  conve¬ 
niently  carry  and  throw  into  that  Pit  thefe  following 
matters,  fo  long  till  his  neceffity  forcethihim  to  dig 
all  out  again,  and  to  fee  hpw  much  Treafure  he  hath 
-  gotten,  even  whileft  he  flept.  Now  thefe  matters  are. 
All  (harp  and  bitter  Herbs,  growing  in  by  places,  a- 
mongft  buihes,  and  iri  the  way  fides,  and  fuch  as  the 
Beafts  feed  noton,  ^isEfula ^Cicuta  or  Hemlock,  Hen^ 
bane,  Fumitory,  the  thick  ftalks  of  Tabaco  that  are 
thrown  away  in  thofe  places  where  it  is  planted,  the 
hard  ftalks  of  Col  wort,  which  the  Beafts  eat  not  of. 


and  likewife  all  "thol^ things  they  leave  in  their 
Troughs-,  likewife  Firr  tops  or  Apples  if  you  have 
them' ap  band ;  alfo  the  Leaves  that  fall  from  the 
Tree^  iA  'Autumn are to'be  gathered;  alfo  Pigeons- 
dung,  and'Hens-dung,  Birds  and  Hens  Feathers  ;  all 
the  Aihes  which  VVomen  ufually  make  their  Lees 
with,  and  other  Afhes  that  are  not  fit  for  that  ufe,  as 
alfo  fuch  out  of  vy  hichthe  Lixivium  or  Lee  is  already 
eXtrafted ;  the  foot  of  Chimneys,  Hogs  hairs,  the 
horns  of  Oxen  and  Cows,  and  the  bones  which  the 
Dog?  eat  not  of.  All  thefe  matters  may  he  throw  in¬ 
to  his  i^it,  and  that  he  may  the  fooner  fill  it,  he  may 
gather  as  much  as  ever  he  can  from  the  bordering 
pjagei  and  throw  it  tlierein,  that:  fo ’in  one  or  two 
years  thjiehe  may  with  all  thofe  things  fill  up  his  Pit. 
Mean  while  he  muftpour  into  the  Pit  the  pifs  gather¬ 
ed  in  his  Houfe,and  that  he  may  have  enough  he  muft: 
alfo  get  as  much  as  he  can  from  his  Neighbours,  fo  ai 
to  keep  thft  things  thrown  in  the  Pit  in  a  continual 
moifture,'whereby  they  may  the  fooner  putrefy.  In 
warit^oT  Urine,  common  Water  may  be  taken-,  if 
Sea- water  or  other  Salt-water  can  be  had,  it  will  be 
the  better.  Alfo  the  Brine  of  Fiihes-pickle,  and  the 
faking  or  falt-water  that  Fleih  is  macerated'  (or’pick- 
led )  ifi  are  of  good  ufe  in  this  bufinefs ;  likewife  the 
Blood  of  Oxen,  Cows,  Calves,  Sheep,  which  you  may 
eafily  have  at  the  Butchers }  all  thefe  things  putrefy¬ 
ing  together  do  put  on  the  nature  and  property  of 
Salt-petre. 

If  now,  all  thofe  matters  in  your  full  pit  Ihall  have 
well  putrefied,  then'ceafe  from  pouring  on  any  more 
mpifture,  and  all  the  things  are  to  be  left  fo  long  till 
they  aredried.  And  then  if  you  need  Money,  let  'a 
Salt-petre  maker  be  fought  for,  and  bargain  with  him 
about  the  price  of  drawing  out  your  Salt-petre  by  W3« 
tecofmaking  it,  and  felling  it-  This  done,  call  the 
remaining  Earth  again  into  the  Pit,  together  with  the 
remaining  Lixivium  that  fliot  not  into  Nitre^  and 
thexej.eaye  jt  for  a  year  or  two,  and  moiften  it  fome- 
times  with  Urine,  or  if  you  have  not  this,  with  com¬ 
mon  vW  a^r.  .  T his  Earth. will  again  yield  Salt-nitre, 
but  not  above  half  fo  much  as  at  firft. 

NB*  If  you  ftand  not  in  need  of  Money,  let  the 
matter  lie, and  as  oft  as  it  dries,  fo  often  moiften  it  a- 
gain  with  thfe  aforefaid  moifture,  that  fo  the  Nitre 
may  niorp  and  more  grow  and  increafe.  By  this 
means  (hall  fuch  a  one  gather  a  fecretTreafure;&  Ihall 
not.know  almoft  how  he  came  by  it-  If  he  needs  it  not 
himfclfjbis  Children  will  find  it.  Thieves  &  Souldiers 
will  not  fteal  it  away*  If  one  Pit  be  full  then  ano¬ 
ther  may  be  made,  that  fo  nothing  at  all  of  thofe 
matters,  which  otherwifeare  moftbafcj  (but  in  this 
cafe  moft  fuitable )  may  be  loft.  Now  if  there  were 
but  only  one  in  every  Village  that  were  appointed  to 
exercife  this  Labour,  there 'would  be  found  out  as  it 
were  in  a  fmall  Country  many  thoufand  hundreds  of 
Salt-petre,  and  fo  thefe  matters  ftill  ferving  for  the 
fame  ufe,  there  would  never  be  any  fcarcity  of  Salt* 
petre.  And  now,  N itre  being  prefent.  Gold  aud  Sib 
ver  are  not  far  off.  Let  every  one  obferve  this,  and 
efteem  it.  Men  will  fometime  or  other  at  laft,  become 
thrifty  and  wife,  and  will  fee  what  blindnefsthey  have 

been  poffeffed  with.  ,  ,  r, 

Give  GOD  the  thanks,  and  be  helpful  to  thy 
Neighbour.  GOD  hath  beftowed  on  me,  I  beftow 
on  thee,  do  thou  likewife  beftow  fomewhat  upon 
thy  Neighbour,  and  it  will  be  well  with  us  all. 

M  m  m  m  THE; 


>■  — 
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Clje  of  (germanp. 

Wherein  is  fliewn, 

By  what  means  Minerals  may  be  Concentrated  by  Nitre,  and  turned  into 

Metalick,  and  better  Bodies. 


For  thehenefit  of  my  Country^  and  of  all  fetch  as  affectionately  and indnferiovfly  follow  after 

Metalick  Affairs, 


Friendly  Reader» 

Have  taught  in  the  firfi  fart  of  this  by  what 
way  the  V^egetables^  as  iVine^  and  Ale^  are  to  be  con¬ 
centrated^  whereby  they  may  yield  more  frofit  than 
hitherto  they  have  done ^  andalfo^  how  Wood  is  to  be 
reduced  into  Salt-petre.  In  this  prefent  Second  part^  fhall 
be  taught j  how  the  Salt*petre  is  to  be  ufed^  and  how,  by  it 
Minerals  may  be  Concentrated^  and  wrought  into  Metal- 
ick  Bodies.  And  as  to  this  Concentration,  thus  fiands 
the  cafe  j  that  is  to  fay,  for  af much  as  a  good  part  of  Mi¬ 
nerals  are  of  very  little  ufe,  and  lienegleSled  as  things  of 
no  worth,  and  prove  not  profitable  to  any  one,  (whereas  if 
there  were  Men  that  underflood  but  the  Art  of  it,  there 
might  redound  a  great  benefit  to  the  Lands  where  they  are. 
It  hath  feemed  to  me  worth  while  to  declare  it  to  my  Coun¬ 


try,  nor  doubt  /  but  that  there  Wilt  arife  fome  diligent 
genuities,  who  will  lay  the  thing  to  heart,  and  take  t^arg 
thereabouts,  and  will  even  fet  their  hands  to  the  work  it 
felf,  and  thence  get  much  profit  •  which  to  me  would  h 
very  pleafing  and  acceptable.  Therefore  (in  the  Namt 
of  God)  will  I  fet  about  the  manifeflation  of  the  Gifts 
of  God  (which  lie  every  where  unknown,  and  wholly  dif» 
efleemed,  and  which  yield  no  Man  any  fruit)  and  lay 
them  open  before  the  Eyes  of  the  whole  World,  that  fo  they 
may  be  better  known  hereafter,  and  be  of  more  benefit  to 
the  Country.  And  I  befeech  the  mofl  Wealthy,  and  the 
mofl  Ancient  Houjholder, our  mofl  merciful  Father,  to  be* 
flow  a  Blejfing, and  good  fuccefs  on  this  my  endeavour, that 
it  may  tend  to  the  Honour  of  his  mofl  Holy  Hamt,  and 
the  health  of  all  our  Souls.  Amen. 


Of  the  difference  of  Minerals,  and  what  ismderftood  ly  the  Marne  of  Minerals, 


AS  concerning  the  veoxA  Mineral,  why  all  Fof- 
file  and  Metalick  Mines  are  fo  called  afore 
they  have  been  wrought  upon,’  and  brought 
by  the  fire  into  Malleable  Metals,  I  judge  it 
but  of  fmall  moment  to  make  any  tedious  Comment 
thereupon-,  befides,  others  have  long  ago  throughly 
treated  of  that, and  yet  it  makes  but  little  to  the  thing 
it  felf.  But  my  purpofc  is  (at  prefent)  to  teach,what 
means  fuch  little  efleemed  Minerals  may  be  made  ufe- 
ful,  and  profitable  by  ;  but  afore  I  begin  this  work,  I 
■will  recite,  and  fhew  the  many  forts  of  Minerals  that 
there  be  ;  then  next  that,  I  will  fhew  how,  by  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  fire,  and  the  hands  of  the  Artificer,  they  may 
be  converted  into  better  bodies,  and  become  ufeful, 
and  profitable  for  Mankind. 

Under  the  Name  of  Minerals  arc  comprehended, 
or  reckoned  thefe  following,  viz..  Antimony,  Auri- 
pigment.  White,  Yellow,  and  Red  Arfenick,,  Cobolt^ 
Lapis  Calaminaris,  Zink,,  Bifmute,  or  the  Silvery 
Man hafite,  likewife  the  C olden  Marchafite,  Pyrites,  or 
Copperas  ftones,  f^itriol  of  various  kinds-,  as  alfo, 
its  kindred,  may  be  added  to  the  number  of  Minerals. 
And  albeit,  that  fome  do  aJfo  referr  Alume,  Salt¬ 
petre,  Sal-Armoniack,  Sal  Gem,  and  others  of  that 
kind  to  the  rank  of  Minerals,  yet  cannot  1  acknow= 
ledge  them  for  fuch,  or  reckon  them  up  amongft  the 
number  of  the  above  mentioned,  feeing  there  is  no¬ 
thing  Metalline  to  be  found  In  them  :  Such  only  there¬ 
fore  do  I  call  Minerals,  that  have  in  them  a  Metalline 
nature,  and  which  do  admit  of  being  joined  with  o¬ 


ther  Metals,  and  of  being  molten  together  with  thefll 
in  the  fire,  and  out  of  which  the  known  Malleable 
Metalsj  may  be  extrafted.  Thefe  are  they  which  t 
intend  to  treat  of,  and  will  fee,  what  good  isthente- 
from  extraftable. 

And  firft  of  all  we‘ll  f])eak  of  Antimony. 

Antimony  is  the  nobleft  Mineral  of  all,  not  only 
becaufe  it  doth  for  the  molt  part  conta^in  Gold  in  it» 
but  upon  this  account  too,  becaufe  more  eminent  Me¬ 
dicines  may  bethencefrom  prepared  for  the  ufe  of 
Mankind,  dn  the  Mine-.pits  it  has  its  peculiar  Veini 
that  which  is  found  in  Tranfilvania,  hath  fome  little 
bigger  portion  orGqldin  it,  and  isaccompted  of  as 
the  belt  in  all  Europe,  mext  that  is  the  Hungarian  5 » 
which  likewife  doth  fometimes  contain  no  contemp¬ 
tible  portion  of  Gold;  next  is  the  Fechtenbergfck,Yi\{{zh 
is  found  at  a  fmall  Town  call’d, in  the  German  Tongue, 
Gold-Gronack^\  the  Polonian  fort^  and  that  Which  is 
found  in  moft  places  of  Germany,  contains  but  little 
Gold,  or  none  at  all  -,  but  there  is  fomc_  which  has 
much  Silver  in  it,  and  (for  the  moft  part)  is  nei¬ 
ther  wont  to  be  ufed,  nor  defired,  or  fought  foFjfave 
by  the  Letter  Founders,  and  thefe  ufe  it  to  make  their 
Matters  flow-  Alfo  many  do  ufe  it  (viz..  5  )  in  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  do  much  good  therewith,  but  it  hath  cer¬ 
tain  Enemies  who  are  none  of  the  wifeft,  and  fo  is  ha¬ 
ted,  and  reje<fted.  But  yet  there  lies  in  it  more  hid¬ 
den  good,  than  all  its  Enemies  are  able  to  conceive  of» 
witncfs  my  Panacea^  which  is  mentioned  in  the  fe- 
cond  part  of  my  Ph;,rmacop<xia  SpagyriCa, 
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And  Bafil  If  detitine^^  certainly  an  excellent  Philofo- 
pher,  writ  the  Triumphant  Chariot  in  its  Honour, 
which  is  an  exquifite  Book  and  profitable  to  read. 

But  as  concerning  the  way  of  making  a  Regulus  out 
of  Antimony,  and  as  to  the  ufes  it  ferves  for,  that  1 
have  defcribed  in  the  fourth  part  of  my  Furnaces. 
Moreover,  as  to  the  manner  of  depurating  Gold 
thereby,  and  cleanfing  it  from  all  Heterogeneous  mix-* 
tures,  and  as  to  the  graduating  of  filver,  thereby, 
that  k  may  become  Golden,  all  this  have  I  fpoken  of 
in  the  Explication  of  my  Miraculum  Mundi  j  and  as 
to  what  other  effeds  may  profitablybe  done, therewith 
in  Metalick  Operations,  lhall  be  Ihown,  partly  in  this 
Treatife,  partly  in  the  third  and  fourth  enfuing  parts. 
As  concerning  the  way  of  feparating  it  in  quantity 
out  of  the  Ore,  per  defeenfum^  is  to  be  feen  in  George 
jigricola?s  Book,  that  he  wrote  of  the  Metalick  Art, 
and  in  others ;  nor  indeed  belongs  it  to  this  place  to 
fpcak  thereof. 

Of  Arlcnick. 

jirfenick  likewife  is  a  good  FofUle,  or  profitable 
Mineral,  and  is  put  to  many  Ufes.  It  alfo  hath  its 
lingular,  or  diftindt  Veins  in  the  Earth,  whence  it  is 
taken;  it  is  forced  out  of  the  Ore  by  Afeenfion,  and 
Defcenlion,  and  is  purified  for  ufe :  It  is  found  white, 
yellow,  and  red.  Alfo  foine  lilvery  Minerals  or  Ores 
do  in  their  folution,  or  meltings  yield  much  Arfe- 
nick,  which  the  Melters  of  the  Ores  do  catch  in 
Chimneys  or  Funnels  made  for  that  purpofe,and  keep 
it  for  ufe’,  concerning  which,  you  may  read  in 
jigricoU\  Writings.  So  likewife,  Coboit  yields  Arfe- 
nick,  and  fo  do  fome  Golden  Minerals,  or  Ore ; 
that  which  is  feparated  from  a  Minera  of  Gold,  per 
defeenjum,  is  very  red,  and  auriferous-,  and  this,thofe 
that  deal  with  Metals,  have  experience  of ;  which, 
if  they  feparate  not  from  the  Gold  Ore  afore  they 
melt  it,  it  carrys  away  a  great  part  of  the  Gold, 
and  hides  it  in  its  Belly  in  the  melting,  fo  that  they 
would  not  have  fo  much  Gold  as  there  is  in  the  Ore. 
For  indeed,  fuch  a  kind  ,of  Arfenick,  is  an  unripe 
Gold,  as  lhall  be  hereafter  proved :  So  then,  there  lies 
more  hidden  in  that  Contemptible,  and  Venomous 
Arfenick,  than  any  one  will  eafily  perfwade  himfelf 
to  believe.  There  are  alfo  Medicines  prepared  out 
of  it,  but  fuch,  as  ferve  only  to  be  externally  ap¬ 
plied,  in  inveterate,  and  virulent  Evils,  as  the  Can¬ 
cer,  and  Fiftula.  It  is  alfo  ufed  in  Cblduring  and 
Dying  Cloaths,  concerning  which, -you  may  perufc 
my  other  Writings. 

Of  Aurlpigment. 

This  Mineral  is  in  a  manner  of  the  fame  Elfence 
that  Arfenick  is  of-,  but  this  does  not  come  forth  of 
Minera’s,  or  Metalline  Ores,  but  hath  peculiar  Veins 
of  its  own,  in  which  it  is  generated  -,  it  is  an  unripe 
Mineral,  and  doth  for  the  moll  part  alfo  contain 
Gold.  It  is  exceedingly  Poifonous  and  Volatile,  and 
therefore  it  is  but  little  ufed,  fave  only  by  Painters. 
It  can  be  fixed  by  Nitre,  and  it  makes  Copper  white, 
and  brittle,  as  Arfenick  doth :  And  it  fulFers  it  felf  to 
I  be  fablimed  out  of  its  yellownefs,  into  Tranfparent 
I  Rubies,  which  are  ufed  for  Ornaments  fake. 

j  Of  Cobolt. 

■  Amongll  all  the  Minerals  that  are  to  be  found  Co. 
bolt  is  the  moll  pdifonous  j  it’s  an  untipe  filver,  and  it 
ofttimes  yields  in  melting  good  filver,  yet  one  fort 
more  than  other  i  fome  aifo  there  is  which  hath  not 
any  Silver  at  all,  andis  ufed  about  the  skymolour’d 
Smalt,  to  help  make  it,  with  an  addition  of  Fufile 
Sand,  and  Potters  Alhes.  But  when  they  meet  with 
that  which  has  Silver  in  it, they  feparate  it  thencefrom 
byfufion;  belides,  it  may  be  fofixt  by  the  help  of 


Salt-petre  as  to  yield  permanent  Silver,  as  lhall  anon 
be  fpoken  of. 

Of  the  Silvery  Marchafife. 

The  filver  Marchafite,  or  Wifmuth,  is  a  knowA 
Mineral  it’s  every  where  found  to  and  again  in  the 
filver  Mine-pits,  as  well  as  Cobolt  is,  but  yet  it  is 
much  more  fixe  than  Coboit ;  neither  is  it  of  fo  poi¬ 
fonous  a  Nature.  It  is  gotten  out  of  its  Ore,  or  Mi., 
nera,  moll  eafily  by  a  fmall  flame  of  wood  fire,  and 
is  ufed  by  the  Pewterers  to  make  their  Pewter  hard; 
founding,  and  fluxile.  Likewife,  out  of  its  fcoria 
or  drolTy  parts,  iS  the  blue  Smalt  alfo  prepared, 
which  the  Potters  ufe  to  glaze  their  Pots,  and  the 
Glafs=men  to  make  sky-colour’d  GlalTes.  It  doth  ve¬ 
ry  frequently  abound  with  much  filver,  and  ’cis  rare 
to  find  any  that  is  wholly  void  of  filver :  And  if  it 
holds  fo  much  filver,  as  is  of  more  value  than  the 
Marchafite  can  be  fold  for  (as  ’tis  barely  Bifmutej  they 
feparate  it,  if  nbt,  they  leave  it  in  it.  FPr  if  an  hun¬ 
dred  w'eight  doth  hot  contain  20  or  3d  Lots,  or  half 
Ounces  they  do  not  feparate  it,  becaufe  the  Marcha¬ 
fite  will  yield  fo  much.  But  now,the  Silver  may  be  got¬ 
ten  out  of  the  Marchafite,  by  Salt-petre,  fo  as  that 
the  remaining  Marchafite  lhall  lofe  nothing  of  its 
goodnefs  nor  be  at  all  fpoiled,  as  1  have  Ihewed  in  the 
Explication  of  my  Miraculum  Mundi. 

Of  the  CoUen  Marchafite. 

The  name  of  Marchttfite  is  proper  to  every  linripe  Me» 
tallick  matter(and  is  jbf  as  many  forts  as  there  arc  Me- 
tals-,hereupon  the  matter  which  has  Gold  in  it,is  called 
theGoldenMarchafite;  that  which  has  Copper,theCop- 
pery  -,  that  which  has  Iron,the  Irony,and  fo  that  which 
abounds  withSulphurds  called  the  SulphureousMarcha# 
fite.  But  now  there  is  Sulphur  in  all  theMarchafites,and 
fometimes  Arfenick  too,  but  (the  Golden  ones)  have 
mbrfe  of  Gold  than  the  other  Marchafites  have ;  Be¬ 
lides,  out  of  all  kinds  of  Marchafites  proceeds  (for  the 
moll  part )  a  Vitriol,  which  Ihews  the  natlire  of  that 
Metal,  which  the  Marchafite  contains  *,  one  while  Cop¬ 
per,  fometimes  Iron  ’tis  rare  to  find  a  Marchafite 
that  hath  no  Metal  at  all  in  it  ^  if  it  hath  nothing  of 
Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper,  .yet  has  it  Iron,  and  gives 
out  of  it  felf  a  Vitriol  ufcfui  for  Dyers,  and  which  llich 
as  prepare  jiquaf ortis  cannot  be  without. 

0/2ink. 

Zwl^is  a  Volatile  Mincral,or  a  half  ripe  Metal  when 
it  is  drawn  out  of  its  Ore.  It  is  much  clearer  and* 
brighter  than  Tin,  yet  not  fo  malleable  and  fluxile 
as  Tin  is,  and  it  is  ufually  put  to  Tin  to  make  it 
brighter  and  harder.  VVe  have  it  riot  much  grow* 
ihg  in  Germany.^  but  great  quantity  of  it  is  every  ycar 
brought  us  by  the  Merchants  out  of  the  Eaft-Indies. 
The  way  hoWtoi  prepare  it  for  Medicinal  ufes,  have 
I  defcribed  in  the  firll  part  of  the  Philolbphical  Fur¬ 
naces.  It  is  a  golden  but  an  unripe  Mineral,  it  gives 
Red  Copper  a  l?^ellow  Colour  and  trirns  it  into 
Brafs,  as  Lapis  C alaminaris  doth  ;  and  indeed  that 
fame  Stone  is  nothing  elfe  but  unmeltable  and 
this  Ziw^raay  properly  be  Called  a  fufile  Lapis  Calam- 
naris  ^  for  as  much  as  both  of  them  partake  of  one  na¬ 
ture.  But  with  Zink^-  there  is  moll  an  end  Conjoined 
Lfead  too,  and  then  it  is  not  fit  to  riiake  Brafs  of,'unlels 
the  Lead  be  firll  taken  thereoutbf ;  fo  it  is  at  Gojlaria, 
where  together  with  the  Minera  or  Ore  of  Zink  is 
Lead  alfo  digg’d  out  iriixt  amongll  it,  arid  is  called  a 
Lead  Ore,  though  there  be  contained  in  that  Ore, 
four  times  more  of  Zink  than  there  is  of  Lead,  and 
yet  they  burn  up  the  Zink  for  to  have  the  Lead,  which! 
Lead  hath  fome  Silver  in  it.  In  the  melting  it  flies  a- 
way  in  fume,  and  it  is  a  volatile  and  combullible  Mi¬ 
neral;  and  fublimes  it  felf  up  into  the  holes  of  th? 

Furnace,' 
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Furnace,  whereupon  the  Melters  or  fo«ndersare  con- 

itrained  to  knock  it  off  frequently,  leaft  it  ftould  too 
much  leffen  the  Furnace  ;  this  matter  they  ^npck  ff, 
they' call  Calmei  (which  is  Lapis  Calaminaus)  and 
which  turns  red  Copper  into  Brafs,  with  encreafe  (of 
its  weight)  ;  and  fo  verily  by  means  of  the  not^know- 
lag  or  bei4  skilM  in  this  Ore, a  great  quantity  is  year¬ 
ly  burnt  up  and  loft.  Sometimes  the  founders  do  ga¬ 
ther  fomewhat  of  the  Zink,  which  is  moft  excellent  y 
excellent ;  but  that  Ore  might  be  melted  with  far  grea¬ 
ter  profit,  if  they  did  not  fo  burn  up  the  Zink,  and 
force  it  into  fume-,  but  feeing  men  are  hardly  drawn 
back  from  an  oldcuftora,  it  muft  be  born  with.  _ 

But  yet  (1  fay  again)  if  that  Ore  were  handled  in  a 
due  manner,  there  would  redound  greater  proht 
thencefrom  than  now  doth*  Such  a  kind  of  Mineral 
as  this  is  doth  Weftphalia  alfo  yield,  which  the  foun¬ 
ders  there  accompt  for  a  Leaden  Ore,  becaufe  it  has 
fome  load  mixed  with  it,  but  when  it  comes  to  be 
'freed  or  molten  it  goes  (all)  away  in  fume,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  fay,  it  is  alfo  a  Calmei  or  Calaminaris  Ore, 
and  fo  it  lies  unuled. 
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0/ Calmei  or  Lapis  Calaminaris. 

■  Calmei  Ore  is  digged  out  in  many  places  in  Germany^ 
but  there  is  none  of  fuch  note  as  that  which  is  found 
at  j^qaiferrane-,  for  that  i,s  wholly  void  of  all  kind  or 
Leadynefs,  and  much  different  from  that  of 
tvWefi^halia  ^  and  therefore  it  is  alfo  very  fit  tornake 
Brafs  of,  which  is  there  made  in  plenty,  and  farther, 
this  has  Gold  in  it,  tiioughnot  fo  much  as  to  quit  the 
Cofts  of  feparating  it.  But  there  is  no  Mineral  timber 
v^ith  Gold  than  this,  and  could  it  but  be  ripened  (and 
I  doubt  not  at  all  of  the  poffibility  of  fo  doing)  a  good 
deal  of  Gold  might  be  drawn  out  from  thence-  ^ 

As  concerning  what  elfe  may  be  performed  with 
that  Mineral,  1  have  formerly  told  you  in  my  Firft 
and  Second  Part  of  Furnaces,  nor  is  it  needful  to  treat 
of  the  fame  thing  more  at  large  in  this  place. 

Of  Common  Sulphur. 

Sulphur  or  BriMfione  is  the  molt  known,  moft  ufed, 
and  moft  combuftible  Mineral  of  alb  As  touching 
its  ules  in  Medicine,  and  in  Alchimy,  about  the  fepa- 
ration  of  Metals  j  may  you  find  fomething  mencidned 
by  my  felf,  in  the  writings  I  formerly  publiftied,  and 

in  the  writings  of  others  too.  , 

-But  at  prefent  we  will  only  mind  you  of  this,  'vtz. 
That  it  is  the  very  Foundation  and  Root  of  all  the 
Metals  i  for  tis  rare  to  find  any  mine  vih^rtia  Sulphur 
does  not  Ihew  it  felf.  V ery  many  places  in  the  W 0^*10, 
is  Sulphur  both  made  and  digged  put  of  the  Earth,  in 
very  great  quantity,  &  that  chiefly  in  IJlam^  and  in  /- 
taljL  nightothofe  always  burning  Mountains,  Heckla 
and  Fefuvius ;  ft  is  alfo  drawn  out  of  Marchafites  per 
Lefeenfum  in  many  places  oiGermany^  fo  that  enough 
of  it  may  every  where  he  had  fora  little  money- 
Thefe  are  the  chiefeft  Minerals  that  I  ever  knew  of, 
and  thefe  are  they  which  are  commonly  fought  after, 
and  applied  to  ufe.  But  now,’  befides  thefe,  there  are 
fo  many  various  kinds  of  Foffiles  and  Minerals  to  be 
met  withal,  that  one  cannot  reckon  them  all  up,  or 
p;ive  them  peculiar  Names.  One  contains  Sulphur, 
and  Arfenick,  another.  Cobolt  and  Sulphur ;  ano¬ 
ther  Antimony,  and  Arfenick,  and  of  that  bind  are 
there  very  many  more.  But  yet  thofe  that  we  have 
reckoned  up,  are  the  moft  known,  and  moft  in  ufe, 
and  therefore  (hall  at  prefent  be  fufficient  for  us  to 

Having  now  taught  what  Minerals  are,  and  vvhich 
of  them  are  moft  known  &  ufed ;  I  will  now  teach,  in 
the  next  place,by  what  means  they  may  (by  the  help  or 
Salt-petre,  &  of  other  Subjects)  be  fixed,  concentrated, 


imbodied,  or  brought  into  Metals,  fo  as  to  be  ren- 
dred  profitable  for  the  ufe  of  Mankind,  and  which  o« 
therwife  lie  every  where  to  and  again  negleded  and, 
are  wont  to  be  of  no  efteem. 

And  as  to  the  Concentration  of  Minerals,  thus  ftands 
the  Cafe  with  them  •,  they  are  either  to  be  fix«d  &  fub- 
dued,  as’twere  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  that  fo  they 
may  not  fo  fuddenly  fly  away  in  fume  in  the  fire,  and 
be  burnt  up,  but  may  abide  the  fire  and  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  molten  •,  or  they  are  to  be  reduced  into 
bodies  by  the  help  of  Metals,  that  fb  they  may  come 
in  ufe,  and  that  by  augmenting  the  Metals,  as  Lapis 
Calaminaris  does,  or  they  are  to  be  purifyed,  fepara- 
ted,  and  made  better,  as  (hall  be  mentioned  of  Sul¬ 
phur^  Antimony^  and  the  others,  that  fo  thofe  kind  of 
Minerals  of  which  there  lies  to  and  again,  at  prefent» 
great  quantities,  wholly  negledled,  and  profitable  to 
no  body, may  hereafter  be  of  ufe  and  benefit. 

And  firft  of  all,  as  to  the  fixation  of  the  Minerals, 
the  way  of  proceeding  is  thus,  ‘oiz,.  The  Mineral  is 
to  be  powdered,  and  to  be  mixt  with  equ^l  weight 
of  burning  Salt-petre,  and  fo  to  be  fired,  that  the  com¬ 
buftible  and  volatile  part  of  the  Sulphur  may  be  forc’d 
away,  and  the  Mineral  may  afterwards  brook  the  fire 
the  better,  and  be  molten  and  forced  downwards  (per 
de[cenfum)f  which  operation  I  have  treated  of  in  the 
explication  of  my  A^iraculum  and  therefore 

think  it  needlefs  to  repeat  the  fame  thing  again  here. 
By  this  mean  therefore  may  Arfenick,  Aurtpigment, 
Cobolt^  Zmk,  Bifmute,  and  other  Volatile  Minerals 
be  in  fome  fort  fixt  by  the  inflaming  and  burning  up 
with  Salt-petre,  fo  as  afterwards  to  endure  the  fire, 
and  to  yield  forth  t^ie  good  they  have  in  them.  There’s 
alfo  another  way  of  imbodying  Volatile  Minerals, 
'Viz.,  by  the  benefit  of  Metals ;  if  the  Metals  and  Mi¬ 
nerals  are  joined  together  in  a  due  meafure,  and  be 
likewife  united  together  by  the  virtue  of  a  Cementing 
fire;  then  doth  the  volatile  Mineral  penetrate  it  felf 
into  the  Metal,  and  becomes  Metalline»  and  doth  al¬ 
fo  encreale  the  Metal,  as  is  evident  in  Calmei  or  La¬ 
pis  Calaminaris,  which  being  joined  with  red  Copper 
and  cemented,  enters  into  it,  augments  and  encreaf. 
eth  it,  and  turneth  it  into  Brafs  i  whereas  there  can¬ 
not  be  any  Metal  educed  out  of  the  Calmei  by  the  u- 
fual  way  of  melting.  In  like  manner  may  all  Arleni- 
cal  minerals  be  (  by  cementation )  introduced  into 
Copper,  &  made  corporeal  *,  and  thefe  do  not  colour 
the  Copper  yellow  as  Calmei  doth, but  make  it  white, 
nor  is  theCopper  rendred  maleable  thereby  but  britle^ 
but  yet  ’tis  not  without  profit ;  for  if  that  white  Cop¬ 
per  be  handled  after  a  convenient  manner  of  taming 
or  over-maftering  it,  then  the  Gold  and  Silver  that 
was  in  the  Arfenick,  betakes  its  felf  into  Regulus’s, 
which  are  to  be  depurated  in  a  Teft  or  Cupel,  or  elfe 
by  the  help  of  Salt-petre  ^  but  there  cannot  any  me¬ 
talline  body  be  made  out  of  Arfenick,  Auripigment, 
or  cobolt,  by  bare  melting.  The  way  of  proceeding 
with  it  is  thus  •,  The  Copper  is  to  be  cut  into  fraall 
bits,'  and  to  be  moiftned  over  with  Linfeed  Oil,  and 
the  Arfenick,  Auripigment,  Cobolt  or  any  other  Real- 
g3r  is  to  be  powdered  snd  ftrewed  thereupon^  snd  fo 
a  bed  of  Copper,  and  a  bed  of  Arfenick  to  be  put  one 
a  top  of  another  in  a  melting  Pot;  then  the  Pot  is^  to 
be  well  covered  and  fenced  with  Lute,and  placed  in  a 
circulatory,  fire,  and  the  fire  is  to  be  put  nearer  and 
nearer  to  it,  until  the  Pot  is  through  red  hot,  then 
let  it  cool,  and  you  lhall  find  that  the  Arfenick  hath 
gotten  ingrefs  into  the  Copper,  and  makes  it  black 
and  brittle.  The  Copper  thus  burnt,  may  be  reduced 
into  powder,  and  burnt  with  good  Salt-petre,  whereby 
the  Volatile  Gold  and  Silver  which  was  contained  in 
the  Arfcflick,is  made  corporeal, and  abides  as  conftant 
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upon  the  Teft  as  other  fixt  Metals  do lb  that  by  this 
means  permanent  and  g9od  Gold  and  Silver  may  be 
gotten  out  of  every  fort  of  Arfenlck'Auripigment, Co¬ 
bolt,  and  the  other  volatile,  venomous  and  bafe  mine- 

fdls* 

NB.  This  kind  of  operation  is  very  dangerous  to 
thofethat  are  unskilful,  and  who  being  unverfed  in 
the  Chymick  Art,  have  not  learned  to  take  heed  to 
themfelves»  And  therefore  it  behoves  every  one  to 
beware  of  doing  ought  raflily  or  heedleOy.  He  that 
knows  not  how  to  carry  himfelf(or  his  bufinefs)  wa¬ 
rily,  let  him  forbear  to  meddle  at  all  with  this  labour 
orprocefs:  But  as  for  one  who  is  better  verfcd,  and 
:prettv  well  experienc’d,  he  may  fet  about  this  work 
iafelv  and  will  gain  by  it :  Bccaufe  there  is  oftentimes 
found  Arfenick  and  Auripigment  that  hath  in  it  much 
hidden  volatile  Gold  and  Silver,  and  which  can  not  be 
retained  in  the  common  way  of  melting  by  Fire,  but 
will  totally  fly  away :  But  now  if  it  be  imprinted  in  the 
Copper  by  Cementation,  and  fixt  in  the  fame  by  Salt* 
petre,  and  then  precipitated  by  means  of  Lead  or  Iron 
infb  Regulus’s,  it  will  render  all  that  fixt  which  afore 
wasunfixt  and  flying-  But  as  concerning  fuc  ^ 
mentation  and  Fixation  to  be  done  by  Nitre,  will  be 
manifefted  by  the  following  proctfs. 

NB.  But  you  are  carefully  to  obferve,  that  one  mi¬ 
neral  mull  help  another  in  the  reparation  of  their  Gold 
and  Silver  (if  you  would  undertake  this  Labour  tor 
profit) :  For  fo  each  will  produce  what  it  has  in  more 
abundance,  and  thou  wilt  have  a  greater  reward 
for  thy  pains  and  cofts-  For  example,  I  prove  and 
try  Auripigment  or  Arfenick,  and  find  that  it  is  auri¬ 
ferous,  and  I  have  a  mind  to  perfed  icand  turn  it  un¬ 
to  my  ufe  i  hereupon  do  I  look  for  fuch  Copper  as  is 
like  wife  auriferous,  (and  indeed  there  s  plenty  enoug 
of  fuch  every  where) :  Into  this  Copper  do  I  intro¬ 
duce  my  auriferous  Arfenick  by  Cementation,  and 
that  I  may  not  need  to  cupellate  (or  blow  on  )  the 
fame  upon  a  Teft  (for  the  very  Labour  of  fo  doing  will 
coft  more  than  the  gains  will  be  of  that  feparati- 
on)  I  do  precipitate  the  Gold  that  is  therein  into  a 
Regulus,  which  Regulus  being  purified,  1  obtain  the 
Gold  that  was  contained  in  that  Arfenick  and  Copper, 
neither  is  there  any  need  of  cupellating  all  the  Cop¬ 
per-  Butthatthe  precipitation  of  the  Regulus  may 
be  the  more  commodioufly  done,  I  proceed  on  th^ 
wife.  1  find  out  fome  Antimony  of  a  good  fort,  and 
which  is  of  a  Golden  nature  •,  likewife  fuch  Iron  as 
hath  Gold  in  it,  both  which, the  Iron  and  the  An- 
timonyjmay  eafily  be  gotten, and  then  I  fet  on  the  repa¬ 
ration  which  I  thus  inftitute.  .  r  •  ,  *  u 

Firft  of  all  1  implant  the  auriferous  Arfenick  into  the 
auriferous  Copper  (if  fuch  may  be  had)  then  reduce  I 
thefe  into  powder,  and  fire  them  with  an  equal  ad- 
mixt  weight  of  burning  Salt-petre',  by  this  means  the 
Arfenick  is  made  a  little  more  fixt, and  fuffers  it  felf  to 
be  the  better  dealt  withal  in  the  fire  ^  but  if  you  are 
well  skilled  in  this  kind  of  labour  you  may  fpareyour 
Salt-petre  and  may  melt  down  your  Copper  (burnt 
with  the  Arfenick  and  powdered Jwith  unequal  weight 
of  Antimony.  And  if  of  its  own  accord  it  lets  fall  a 
Regulus  out  of  it  felf,  then  there  needs  no  precipita¬ 
tion,  the  Regulus  may  be  laid  by,  and  that  which  re¬ 
mains  may  be  likewife  precipitated  into  a  Regulus 
with  common  Iron  ;  and  this  (laft  Regulus)  isalfo  of 
ufe,  as  (hall  hereafter  follow :  But  if  not  (that  no  Re¬ 
gulus  falls)  then  that  Mafs  may  again  be  put  into  a 
Crucible,  be  molten,  and  a  little  Iron  filmgs  be  caft 
in  to  make  it  fettle-,  the  which  muft  be  ftirr’d  about 
with  a  red  hoc  Iron  rod,  and  when  it^s  well  molten. 


’tis  to  be  poured  out  into  an  Iron  Cone ;  which  being 
cool,  the  Regulus  may  be  knockt  off,  in  which  Regu¬ 
lus  will  you  have  the  Gold  that  was  in  the  Arfenick, 
Copper,  Antimony  and  Iron-  This  Regulus  muft  be 
cupellated  either  by  Salt-petre  in  a  Crucible,  or  with 
Lead  upon  a  Teft  ^  which  done,  you  will  have  the 
Gold  that  lay  hid,  andfliutup  in  the  afore-mention¬ 
ed  Minerals. 

But  now,  if  one  hath  a  mind  to  make  that  feparati- 
on  yet  more  compendious,  and  to  have  greater  bene¬ 
fit  thereby,  he  may  add  to  that  Copper  burnt  by  the 
Arfenick,  fome  Silver  burnt  with  Brimftone,  and  fo 
melt  it  with  the  Antimony,  and  by  the  means  of  ^ars 
precipitate  them  into  a  Regulus  then  the  Silver  will 
fo  much  the  better  draw  to  fit  felf  the  Gold  out  of  the 
Arfenick  and  Antimony,  and  yield  (in  the  fepara- 
tion)  greater  benefit.  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ^ 

NB-  If  fo  bea  man  be  not  skilfuUn  this  operation^ 
let  him  forbear  his  Silver  a  little,  and  add  fome  Sil¬ 
ver  to  the  Regulus  by  melting  them,  and  th^n  after¬ 
wards  purifie  the  Regulus  by  Salt-petre  i  for  fo  the 
Gold  that  is  in  the  Regulus  alTociates  its  felf  to  the 
adjoined  Silver,  and  inricheth  it  with  no  little  in? 
creale,  viz.,  according  as  the  Minerals  have  had  more 
or  lefs  Silver,  in  the  making  their  feparation-, 

And  this  is  fuch  a  work  as  feems  fufliciently  able 
commodioufly  to  fuftain  lifei  but  it  requires  an  ex¬ 
perienced  Artift,  not  a  giddy  headed  fellow*  Nei¬ 
ther  have  I  written  this  procefs  for  thpfe  who  are  not 
as  yet  well  verfed  in  Py  rptechny,  but  for  fuch  who  arc 
well  skill’d  and  dexterous  j  and  although  this  kind  of 
operation  needs  no  great  ftore  of  Art,  yet  notwith- 
ftanding,  every  one  will  not  rightly  perfect  it,  and 
therefore  do  I  warn  fuch  as  are  not  well  skill’d  in  Py- 
rotechny  to  defift  from  this  labour,  and  betake  them- 
felves  to  fome  other,  and  fet  themfelves  dbout  doing 
fuch  things  in  which  haply  they  are  better  skill’d,  and 
not  to  lay  the  blame  on  me,  when  they  arc  fruftra- 
ted  of  their  expedlation,  as  if  I  had  not  dealt  faith¬ 
fully  and  fincerely  in  my  writing,  but  let  them  rather 
impute  it  to  their  own  prepofterous  ralhnefsand  un- 
skilfulnefsi  and  what  lofs  foever  they  bring  upon  them-* 
felves,  let  them  impute  it  only  to  their  own  (mifeon- 

ceptions).  ,  i  .  1 '  'j 

To  deal  plainly  with  you,  that  labour  Rcon)oyned 
with  fome  difliculty  j  but  yet  if  any  one  be  diligent  and 
well  exercifed  in  the  Pyrotechnical  Art,  the  operati-^ 
on  will  fucceed  in  fuch  an  ones  hands  very  pleafantly  } 
nor  will  he  want  a  worthy  profit,  efpecially  if  he  takes 
fuch  Minerals  as  arc  richeftjandule  them  about  this  ft® 
paration.  But  fome  perhaps  will  fay,  Wh^ceftiall 
I  have  thofe  fo  good  Minerals  ?  Who  deraonftrates  to 
liie,  which  are  auriferous,  and  which  are  not  aurife¬ 


rous,  which  are  good,  and  which  are  to  be  rejeded, 
that  foleaft  being  deluded  in  this,  I  Ihoiild  loft  all 
my  labour  ?  I  would  have  fuch  a  one  know,  that  if  he 
has  not  gotten  fo  much  skill  and  experience  as  to 
proye  a  Mineral,  whether  it  be  auriferous,  or  .not, 
he  is  not  at  all  fit  to  take  upon  him  this  Labour  of  fe¬ 
paration,  and  he  were  far  better  ad vifed,  if  he  whol¬ 
ly  abftained  from  fetting  about  it.  But  yet  that  I  may, 
not  omit  ought  which  may  feem  to  be  defired  ttom 
me  I  will,  over  and  above  add  here  in  this  place, 
what  way  Minerals  may  be  proved  by,  whether  tfley^ 
be  auriferous  or  not,  and  ’tis  on  this  wife  to  be  done  } 
all  Realgars,  as  Arfenick,  Auripigment,  Cobolt, 
and  others  of  that  kind,  arc  firft  of  all  to  be  implant¬ 
ed  into  Copper  by  cementation,  then  are  they  to  be 
molten,  or  throughly  purged ,pd  fubdued  with  Lead. 

(like  as  you  do  with  a  crude  Mineral)-,  after  thisjtherc 
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comes  out  a  certain  little  iilvery  Pellet)  and  this  you  j 
3rc  to  prove  35  you  would  for  Gold.  Now  3ccording  | 
to  the  morenefs  or  leffhefs  of  the  fame)  fo  is  the  bu» 
hnefs  to  be  ordered,  and  compute  to  be  made,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  the  faid  Mineral  is  vyorth  the  pains  ot  le'- 
p3r3tion  3S  aforersid*  Likewife  the  Copper  it  Iclf 
may  be  cupellated  with  Lead  alone,  and  then  the  re¬ 
maining  filver  Pellet  be  proved  for  the  Gold,  with 
Aqua-Fortis  5  but  as  for  the  Antimony»  and  Iron, 
they  may  be  well  melted  jointly  together  in  a  Teft 
under  a  Cover  or  Muffel,  or  in  a  clean  Crucible  in  a 
Wind  Furnace,  with  this  obfervation,  that  there  be 
uied  twice  as  much  Antimony  as  Iron,  and  foa Regu¬ 
lus  will  fettle,  which  is  to  be  purged  or  tried  with 
Lead  in  a  Teft,  and  kept  flowing  till  all  the  fugacious 
parts  are  evaporated,  which  done,  there  is  found  a 
lilver  Pellet,  which  is  to  be  proved  with  Aqua* fortis, 
how  much  Gold  it  has. 

NB.  This  probation,  or  trial  is  to  be  accounted 
of  as  a  certain  and  lawfol  trial,  but  fuch  though  as 
you  may  ealily  err  in  the  doing  of,  and  fo  may  have 
nothing,  though  it  had  in  it  a  good  part  of  Gold  i 
for  the  Antimony  will  not  ealily  fuller  it  felf  to  be 
Vanquifhed,  or  go  olT,  but  it  will  break  the  Teft,  or 
Cupel,  and  the  little  Pellet  which  is  the  probatory 
Globulus  betakes  it  felf  (by  reafon  of  the  fiercenefs, 
or  eating  penetrativenefs  into  the  Teft)  fo  that  the 
Proba  or  trial  it  felf,  may  moft  ealily  become  fallaci¬ 
ous,  and  yield  no  certain  difeovery.  Which  to  re¬ 
medy,  the  bulinefsisto  bethus  managed,  after  that 
your  two  parts  of  Antimony  lhall  have  been  well 
melted  in  the  Crucible,  with  your  one  part  of  Iron, 
there  muft  be  put  thereinto  a  little  dried  Salt-petre 
powder,  and  the  Pot,  or  Crucible  muft  again  be  co^ 
yered  over,  and  care  taken  to  make  theni  melt  well 
together',  then  arethey  to  be  poured  out  into  an  Iron 
Cone  firft  fraeared  over  with  Wax,  and  when  ’tis 
cold,  the  Regulus  is  to  be  knocktofF  from  the  Scoria, 
to  which  muft  be  added  twice  or  thrice  the  weight 
thereof  of  Lead,  and  the  Regulus  of  the  Antimony 
doth  in  the  meltIng=pot  feparate  it  felf  by  Salt-petre 
from  the  Lead,  and  the  Lead  is  to  be  afterwards  cu¬ 
pellated,  and  fo  that  goes  all  off,  and  the  true  weight 
is  had.  But  albeit,  that  this  defeription  be  clearly 
enough  delivered,  yet  certain  I  am,  that  one  in  ten 
will  not  underftand  it  aright,  and  therefore  it  is  be- 
hoveful,  more  fully  to  inform,  and  clearly  to  Ihew 
the  Reduftion  of  that  Regulus  into  fcoria  by  Salt¬ 
petre.  To  make  this  trial  or  proof ’tis  not  needful 
to  take  a  huge  vaft  pot  to  fill  with  Iron,  ’tis  fufficient 
to  take  of  Iron  100  /.  of  the  fmaller  probatory  weight, 
and  200/.  of  Antimony;  both  which  are  to  be  mol¬ 
ten  together,  and  to  be  precipitated  with  a  little 
Salt-petre,  for  fo  the  Regulus  doth  the  better  fepa- 
rateitfelf  from  the  fcoria’s,  the  which  is  then  to  be 
waflit  and  purified  by  Lead  and  Salt-petre.  This 
Regulus  that  comes  from  the  Antimony  and  Iron,  put 
with  three  times  its  weight  of  Lead  in  a  clean  Cruci¬ 
ble,  and  make  them  well  to  flow  in  a  wind  Furnace, 
but  cover  yodt  pot  clofe  that  no  Coals  fall  in,  and  fo 
hinder  the  work,  then  take  off  the  cover  and  throw 
in  a  little  powdered  Salt-petre,  and  again  cover  the 
Crucible,  and  above  all  things  have  a  care  that  there 
fall  not  in  any  Coals,  and  let  them  lie  and  operate  a 
little  upon  each  other,  then  the  Salt-petre  imbibes  all 
the  Antimony,  Iron,  and  Lead,  and  thereby  becomes 
hard.  This  being  done,  fome  more  Salt-petre  is  to 
be  again  call  in,  and  you  muft  make  them  flow  toge¬ 
ther,  and  fo  all  the  whole  parcel  of  Antimony,  Iron, 
and  Lead,  betake  tliemfelves  into  the  Salt-petre,  and 


pafs  into  fcoria,  but  part  of  the  Lead  remains  whole 
or  free,  and  is  not  fcorified,  and  therein  will  the  Gold 
be,  which  the  Antimony  and  Iron  had  immixed  in 
them,  which  if  it  be  blown  off  on  a  probatory  Cupel, 
or  Teft,  under  a  Muffel,  there  will  then  remain  the 
true  weight. 

NB.  But  it  is  expedient,  that  there  be  a  juft  pro¬ 
portion  obferved  in  this  kind  of  Work,  that  yon 
take  not  overmuch  Salt-petre  to  this  dblution,  or 
converting  it  into  fcoria,  and  fo  bring  all  the  Lead 
into  fcoria,  but  the  bufinefs  is  fo  to  be  managed, 
that  there  be  left  remaining  one  third  part  at  leaft,  of 
thofe  three  parts  of  Lead  you  took,  which  is  not  re¬ 
duced  into  fcoria  with  the  Antimony  3  then  may  it 
be' poured  out  into  a  Cone,  and  when  *tis  cool,  the 
Regulus  is  to  be  knockt  off  from  the  fcoria,  and 
Cupellated. 

NB.  He  that  is  minded  towafh  Metals  after  this 
manner  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  and  to  reduce  them 
into  fcoria,  muft  have  an  efpecial  care  that  not  a 
Coal  falls  into  the  Crucible,  for  they  will  much  hurt, 
and  will  again  precipitate  them,  which  the  Salt-pftre 
hath  already  imbibed,  and  fo  render  the  operation 
invalid.  Befides,  it  is  worth  the  while  to  admonilh, 
and  tell  you  that  all  Arfenick,  and  Antimony  is  au¬ 
riferous,  but  yet  fo,  as  that  one  fort  is  richer  than  a- 
nother,  and  that  abundance  of  Copper  andiron  hath 
like  wife  in  it  Gold,  which  no  body  finds  out,  nor  can 
it  be  feparated  by  that  old  beaten  way  of  Cupellating 
it  with  Lead.  But  fome,  or  other  might  here  fay» 
Where  lhall  1  find  Arfenick,  Antimony,  Copper,and 
Iron,  which  have  Gold  in  them  ?  Had  they  any  thing 
of  worth  in  them,  others  would  doubtlefly  have  ex¬ 
tracted  it,  and  not  have  fuffered  it  to  come  to  my 
hands  whole  and  found  ?  To  fatisfie  fuch  an  one,  I 
anfwer  thus,  tho’  thofe  that  work  on  the  Metals,  do 
for  the  moft  part  know,  that  there  is  in  Arfenick  and 
Antimony,  a  Volatile  Gold,  yet  know  they  not  how 
to  extract  itthencefrora  with  profit,forthefeparating 
way  they  take  would  coft  more  than  the  Gold  they 
Ihould  have  would  yield,  becaufe  (according  to  their 
ufual  way  and  cuftom  of  working)  all  of  it  would 
vanilh  away  with  fume.  And  this  is  to  be  underftood 
of  Arfenick,  Auripigment,  Cobolt,  and  Antimony, 
all  which  may  (by  the  way  we  have  here  mentioned) 
be  tamed  and  introduced  into  Copper,  and  be  made 
permanent  and  fixt. 

But  now,  thattherefhould  foraetimes  be  Gold  im¬ 
planted,  naturally  in  Copper,  and  Ihould  there  allb 
be  left  remaining  untoucht,  is  fo  done  on  this  account, 
becaufe  there  is  not  in  it  fo  much  as  to  pay  the  Cofts 
of  thefeparatingit  by  Lead  (for  verily  the  Cupella¬ 
ting  it  with  Lead  on  a  Teft,  requires  great  expences.) 
This  is  the  reafon  why  Gold  lies  immixed  in  the  Cop¬ 
per  oftentimes,  and  cannot  be  thence  extracted  with 
profit. 

The  fame  is  to  be  underftood  of  Iron,  for  a  Vein 
of  Iron  doth  oftentimes  offer  it  felf,  which  is  very 
much  impregnated  with  the  more  precious  Metals, 
and  yet  no  body  either  knows,  or  obferves  it.  For 
the  Ore  of  Iron  is  for  the  moft  part  wont  to  be  for¬ 
ced  out  by  unskilful  Men  who  have  no  care  at  all  of 
the  Gold,  but  only  of  fuch  an  Ore  as  contains  a  good 
portion  of  good  and  malleable  Iron  •,  and  fuppofc 
they  did  certainly  know,  that  there  were  in  100/.  of 
Iron,  fome  Lots  of  Gold,  by  what  means  (I  pray) 
would  they  extract  it  thencefrom  ?  For  Iron  cannot 
be  dealt  withal  by  Cupellation  on  the  Teft,  much  lefs 
can  it  be  feparated  (as  Copper  is)  by  the  means  of 
Lead  j  fo  that  there’s  no  reafon  for  any  one  to  won¬ 
der 
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der  that  there  are  To  few  to  be  found,  that  promife 
themfelveS)  or  feek  after  much  good  out  of  Iron,  fee¬ 
ing  it  is  not  fo  apt  a  Subject  to  be  feparated,  and  fub- 
I  dued  as  Copper  is-  But  by  the  help  of  Arfenick, 
Auripigment,  or  Antimony,  ’tis  no  difficult  matter 
to  tame,  and  bring  it  under,  fo  as  to  make  it  yield 
iorth  what  it  has :  And  ’tis  thus.  This  Iron*  which  is 
auriferous,  may  firft  be  cemented  with  Arfenick,  as 
we  have  afore  taught  of  doing  fo  with  Copper,  then 
is  it  to  be  precipitated  into  Regulus’s  by  means  of  An-- 
timony,  which  Reguli  being  imbued,  or  mixed  with 
Lead,  and  reduced  by  Salt-petre  into  fcoria,  and 
cupellated,  the  Gold  doth  at  laffi  offer  it  felf  (which 
was  hidden  in  the  Minera’s,  or  Ores,  and  fo  defpifed) 
and  that  with  no  contemptible  profit-  But  now  if 
iany  hath  a  mind  to  have  the  bufinefs  yet  more  perfed, 
he  may  inftead  of  Lead,  add  fome  Gold,  and  then 
ireduce  the  Regulus  into  fcoria’s,  by  Salt-petre,  and 
abftrad  it  from  the  Gold  ;  for  fo  the  Gold  you  put 
thereto  doth  the  better  hold  that  other  Gold  which  it 
hasattraded  outof  the  Regulus,  and  there  is  made  a 
much  more  plentiful  encreafe,  than  if  the  Regulus  had 
been  fcorified  upon  Lead.  Nor  are  the  fcoria  to  be 
thrown  away, but  they  may  be  precipitated  by  thrown 
ing  in  live  Coals,  whereby  .the  Salt-.petre  doth  again 
let  fall  the  Regulus  which  it  hath  fwallowed  up,  and 
which  Regulus  you  may  feparate  from  the  drofs  when 
’tis  cold.  This  Regulus  may  be  afterwards  commo» 
dioufly  ufed  in  other  Metalick  Operations,  that  fo  it 
may  yield  anew  out  of  it  felf  the  Gold  ^  concerning 
which  bufinefs  there  will  a  place  fall  in  to  fpeak  of  by 
and  by.  And  befideS)thofe  droffiy  Offals(which  for  the 
grateft  part  are  fixt  Salt-petre)  are  alfo  of  good 
worth,  which  may  be  referved  for  the  fubfequent  Me- 
taliick  Operation,  which  may  be  ftiled  a  perpetual 
Metallick-working  artifice  j  fo  that  there  is  nothing 
at  all  wafted,  but  all  things  are  of  ufe.  And  this  way 
of  the  feparation  of  Metals  is  fo  very  profitable,  as 
that  any  one  may  get  himfelf  fufficient  gain  for  to 
fupply  the  neceffities  of  Life-  But  if  you  have  no 
fan  fie  to  meddle  with  Arfenick,  or  Auripigment-  and 
would  willingly  ffiun  them  by  reafon  of  their  poifon- 
ous  nature,  they  may  even  be  omitted,  and  you  may 
cement  that  auriferous  Iron,  with  the  Golden  Mar- 
chafite,  melt  it  with  Antimony,  and  precipitate  it 
into  Regulus’s.  For  even  by  this  means  too,  the 
Gold  that  was  in  the  Marchafitc,  is  brought  in  ufe, 
and  yields  an  increafe  to  that  Gold  which  is  extra- 
fted  out  of  the  Iron  and  Antimony.  But  if  fo  be 
there  be  no  Golden  Marchafite  to  be  gotten,  that  fe¬ 
paration  may  be  ordered,  even  with  Iron  and  Anti¬ 
mony,  and  if  the  Iron  be  but  auriferous,  the  Labour 
will  not  be  without  profit. 

This  kind  of  feparation  or  edudion  of  Gold  out  of 
the  volatile  Minerals,  and  bafer  Metals  will  be  an 
egregious  aid  or  benefit  to  fuch  as  have  learned  right¬ 
ly  to  operate  in  the  Fire,  and  whom  (otherwife)  a 
grievous  want  of  things  and  fmall  eftate  afflids  •,  for 
there  is  enough  of  the  aforefaid  Minerals,  every  where 
bbvious,  but  they  cannot  be  well  handled,  or  wrought 
upon  by  reafon  of  their  unfixednefs  and  immaturity, 
and  therefore  do  they  lie  negleded  and  as  it  were 
wholly  ufelefs,  and  are  not  made  beneficial  to  any. 

1  know  that  fome  do  well  underftand  the  way  of  fixing 
Cobolt,  and  Bifrauth  by  Salt-petre,  and  do  thence  get 
an  abundance  of  Silver  ;  and  likewife  there  are  fome 
that  know  how  to  tame  and  fubdue  Arfenical  Realgars 
by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  fo  that  they  fuffier  them- 
felves  to  be  molten,  and  yield  forth  their  hidden  Gold 
and  Silver.  But  he  that  ffiall  fb  manage  the  bufinefs 


as  to  adjoin  thereto  the  auriferous  imperfed  Metals, 
fuch  an  one  will  make  a  more  fuccefsful  work  thereof^ 
efpecially  if  he  gets  himfelf  fome  auriferous  Iron,  the 
which  he  may  get  for  a  fmall  matter :  And  befides,  if 
he  makes  his  Salt-petre  himfelf,  then  all  that  whole 
operation  of  fixing  or  feparating  the  volatile  Mine¬ 
rals  would  be  done  with  very  little  cofts,  and  yield 
,  much  gain. 

NB.  But  now  if  any  one  would  yet  get  more  profit 
by  this  feparatory  operation, then  he  muft  contrive  the 
doing  it  not  in  Crucibles  or  Pots, but  in  hearths(or  fur¬ 
naces)  where  a  great  heap  of  the  volatile  Mineral  may 
by  fixing  Nitre  melt  together,  and  be  precipitated  in¬ 
to  Regulus ;  then  the  Regulus  may  be  feparated  from 
the  Scor i  a,  and  be  depurated  by  N  itre  in  other  Furna¬ 
ces,  and  be  fitted  for  ufe  •,  and  fo  by  this  means  may 
there  be  fo  much  gain  gotten,  the  like  whereof,  the 
great  heaps  of  Ores  which  Men  are  ncceffitated  to  dig 
out  of  the  bowels  of  the  Earth  with  fo  much  expence 
and  charges,  will  fcarce  afford. 

Likewife  all  Minerals  may  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre 
be  fixed  by  the  moift  way,  fo  as  to  yield  permanent 
Gold  and  Silver*,  whereby  (without  doubt)  full  as 
much,  if  not  more,  is  obtained,  as  is  by  the  dry  way- 
The  way  of  operating  is  this.  Diflblve  a  volatile  Mi¬ 
neral,  be  it  Cobolt,  or  Zink,  Wifmuth,  Calmei, 
Arfenick,  Auripigment,or  any  other  the  like  mineral, 
in  aftrong  Aquafortis  ^  the  folution  being  made,  fe¬ 
parate  the  Aqua-f  ortis  again  j  then  ffiall  you  have  re¬ 
maining  a  white  Calx,  which  is  fixed  by  the  virtue  of 
the  Aqua-fortis ;  So  that  now  it  will  admit  of  being 
molten  with  Lead-,  of  being  feparated  from  the  Scoria, 
and  of  being  cupellated.  But  he  that  knows  how  to 
melt  that  Calx  with  Antimony  and  to  precipitate  it 
with  auriferous  Copper  and  Iron,  gets  more  Gold 
than  by  that  operation  with  Lead.  But  haply,  every 
one  can’t  perform  that  feparation ;  for  the  exco,ftioa 
or  melting,  the  redueftion  into  Scoria,  and  Cupellating 
upon  the  Teft,  are  operations  more  known  and  eafier 
to  be  done- 

Moreover^  there  are  alfo  fome  Minerals,which  may 
be  fixed  with  the  moift  fire,  that  is,  with  a  moft  ftrong 
Aq.  fortis j  fo  as  to  yield  their  Gold  and  Silver  in  the 
Scoria^  but  efpecially  Tin,  Quick-filver,  and  Lead  : 
If  a  vehemently- ftrong  Aq.  fortis  be  but  once  abftraft- 
ed  from  Tin,  it  makes  it  fo  fixt,  as  that  it  will  not  fly 
away  in  the  greateft  Fire,  but  will  melt  into  a  white 
Glafs.  But  now,  if  you  would  have  it  to  yield  forth 
its  Gold,  you  muft  melt  other  Metals  with  it,  into 
which  the  Gold  may  infinuate  it  felf,and  be  made  cor* 
poreal,  fuch  as  arc  Silver  and  Lead.  Lead,  if  it  be  dil^ 
folved  in  Aq.  fortis,  and  precipitated  by  Urine,  it  gets 
fuch  a  hardnefs,  that  it  will  fcarce  melt  in  a  Crucible ; 
if  you  precipitate  it  with  a  Lixivium, it  becomes  glafly; 
if  with  Salt-water,  it  is  rendered  exceedingly  volatile  i 
for  common  Salt  makes  all  Metals  Volatile,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  Nitre  fixeth  them  both  by  the  moift  and 
by  the  dry  way,  binds  theffi,  and  conftrains  them  to  a- 
bide  in  the  Fire  ;  and  this  you  are  to  k*:6w  aforehand- 
Now,  for  the  better  confirmation  of  this  thing,fee  how 
eafily  the  common  Mercury  is  made  to  abide  the  fire,, 
if  Aq.foTtis  ffiall  have  been  feveral  times  drawn  off 
therefrom,  infomuch  that  it  will  fuffer  it  felf  to  be 
made  wholly  red-hot-  But  now,  if  the  fame  be  fubli- 
med  with  Spirit  of  Salt,  it  becomes  more  and  more 
volatile,  fo  amongft  all  Salts  there’s  not  one  that  fix¬ 
eth  Minerals,  fave  this  moft  noble  Nitre,  and  this  hath 
a  natural  aptnefs  to  do  it  both  by  the  moift  and  dry 
way,  as  hath  been  even  now  demonftrated- 

And  verily,  this  way  of  fixing  the  imperfe(n;  Metals 
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^which  IS  done  by  the  help  of  Nitre,  by  either  the 
moift  or  dry  way)  is  to  be  preferred  far  before  that 
which  is  done  only  with  a  Fire  of  Wood,  not  barely 
on  this  account,  becaule  it  isfooner  and  fpeedilier  per¬ 
formed,  but  for  this  reafon  too,  becaufe  it  fixeth  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  durably  :  For  if  any  one  lhall  endeavour 
to  make  Arjenick^^  Cobolt^  or  other  volatile  Minerals, 
permanent  or  fixt,  by  the  bare  force  of  common  hre, 
How  much  time,  I  pray,  mull  he  allow  it  ?  Haply  it  will 
require  fome  months  for  this  kind  of  Work,  if  not  a 
whole  year, yet  at  leall  half  a  year  ’twill  need  \  where¬ 
as  by  the  means  of  Nitre  it  may  be  done  in  one  or  two 
daies  :  For  if  a  volatile  Mineral  be  mixed  with  N  itre, 
do  fulminate,  and  be  edulcorated,  and  that  fulminati- 
on  be  repeated  3  or  4  times,  it  will  afterwards  endure 
a  fufficiently- vehement  melting  Fire-  Or  if  a  Mineral 
be  only  dillblved  in  Aq.fort.  and  th^lAq.  fort,  again 
drawn  off  therefrom, it  will  even  by  this  means  be  ren¬ 
dered  fixt  and  conllant  in  the  Fire-,  fo  great  is  the 
force  and  virtue  that  lies  hid  in  Salt-petre  •*  And  this 
the  ancient  Philofophers  well  knew,  and  therefore  faid 
that  the  moll  vehement  Fire  of  all  was  to  be  ufed  to 
the  fixation  of  volatile  Minerals  •,  and  this  Fire  is  hid 
only  in  Nitre,  and  is  no  where  elfe  to  be  found  for  the 
Central  Fire  hath  too  foon  withdrawn  it  felf  from  the 
volatile  Minerals  and  bafer  Metals,  and  left  them  un¬ 
ripe,  and  they  can  be  advanced  to  a  maturity, both  by 
our  common  Wood-fire,  and  by  the  fire  of  Salt-petre, 
and  be  fixed.  And  now  I  fuppofe  that  I  have  more  than 
fufficiently  proved,  by  what  I  have  faid.  That  Salt-pe¬ 
tre  fixeth  Minerals  and  Metals,  both  by  the  dry  and 
moift  way  j  nor  can  anyonereafonably  deny  the  fame. 
Moreover,  I  judge  it  not  fit  to  pafs  this  too  over  in  fi- 
iQncQi  viz..  That  Salt-petre  doth  likewife  make  vola¬ 
tile,  not  only  the  unripe  Minerals,  but  alfo  the  fixt  Me¬ 
tals  themfelves ;  fo  as  that  they  fuffer  themfelvcs  to  be 
fublimed  and  deftilled  wholly  (like  common  Sulphur  or 
Mercury)  fave  the  feces,  which  are  fomewhat  black- 
iffi  and  ftay  behind.  Any  underftanding  man  may 
eafily  confider  here  what  benefit  is  to  be  hoped  for 
from  fuch  a  Deftillation  of  Metals  *,  for  feeing  that  all 
things  are  by  deftillation  brought  to  thehigheft  puri¬ 
ty  (as  is  clearly  evident)  it  may  well  be  concluded, 
that  when  in  impure  metals  the  pure  parts  are  fepara- 
ted  from  the  impure,  fomething  of  excellency  rauft 
therefrom  proceed. I  will  fay  no  more  of  this  matter  at 
prefentjforl  have  already  clearly  enoughdemonftrated 
and  plainly  enough  delivered  this  kind  of  deftillation 
or  purification  of  mettls,  in  the  third  part  of  my 
Spagyr.  Pharmacop.  and  have  there  (hewn,  that  every 
imperfedl  metal, if  it  (hall  be  deftilled,  yields  volatile 
Go’d,and  that  that  volatile  Gold  may  be  made  corpo* 
real,  without  almoft  any  Coft  in  a  particular  way, (and 
haply  alfo  in  auniverfal,  which  Iconfefs  I  have  not 
as  yet  proved )  thither  therefore  referr  I  the  ftudious 
Reader  of  Hermetick  and  truly  Philofophical  Arca¬ 
na  and  Secrets. 

But  that  the  difference  of  thofe  waies  of  fixing  or 
concentrating  the  volatile  Minerals,  and  likewife  the 
imperfed  Met^s,  may  rightly  be  perceived  and  laid 
open,  and  that  it  may  appear  how  much  more  com¬ 
pendious  and  eafie  that  way  which  is  done  by  Nitre  is 
than  that  which  is  done  with  common  fire  •,  it  will  be 
a  good  help  to  fet  down  here  fome  procefs  for  an  ex¬ 
ample,  by  which  it  will  be  manifeft  how  laborious  this 
way  of  doing  it  barely  withWood  is,  and  contrarily 
how  eafie  that  way  of  doing  it  by  the  moift  Fire  of 
Nitre  is. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fix  Arjenick,  Auripigmern^Cobolt, 
and  fuch-like  as  thefe  are  without  the  help  of  Salt¬ 


petre,  unlefs  they  are  firft  introduced  into  other  me- 
tallick  bodies,  and  are  together  with  them,  burnt  witii 
a  Fire  of  Coals,  and  reduced  into  Afhes,  and  turned 
into  Scoria,  and  wholly  deftroyed,  and  then  at  laft 
reduced  again  into  a  metalline  form,  by  the  force  of 
the  intenfe  fire  of  a  Blaft  or  Bellows :  All  which,  that 
they  may  be  dexteroufly  performed,  you  muft  proceed 
on  this  manner,  as  followeth. 

Firft  of  all,  the  Coholty  Arfenick^^  or  any  Realgar 
like  thefe,  that  is  auriferous^  is  to  be  introduced  into 
Copper  or  Iron  by  cementation,  in  the  way  that  we 
have  aforementioned  ;  then  the  Copper  or  Iron  thus 
cemented  with  the  Realgars,  is  to  be  reduced  into  fine 
powder,  and  to  be  commixed  with  Antimony,  Cal- 
mei,  or  Calaminaris,  the  Marchafite,  and  fuch  order 
is  to  be  taken,  ( if  for  Gains  fake  you  would  do  a  grea¬ 
ter  heap  of  matter)  to  have  them  (lowly  and  by  little 
and  little  made  red-hot  in  Furnaces  or  Ovens,  fuch  as 
in  which  the  flame  may  have  room  to  play, and  as’twere 
brandifh  it  felf  at  top  of  the  matters,  and  ftir  them, 
and  fo  let  them  be  calcined  and  burnt  into  a(hes,  until 
they  emit  no  more  fume,  and  this  will  be  in  fome  few 
daies then  are  they  to  be  reduced  in  a  convenient 
Furnace,  and  reftored  to  their  metalline  form  *,  then 
again  muft  they  be  put  into  the  former  Oven,  and 
there  be  calcined  and  bifrnt  into  a(hes,  ftill  ftirring 
them  to  and  fro,  and  the  a(hes  are  to  be  reduced,  by 
the  vehement  Blaft  of  Bellows,  and  this  alhifying  and 
redudlion  is  to  be  fo  long  repeated,  till  there  be  a  Re¬ 
gulus  found  in  the  redudion,  and  all  the  refidue  turni 
into  unprofitable  Scoria.  This  Regulus  then  is  to  be 
reduced  on  a  Teft  into  Scoria,  and  the  Regulus  being 
cupellated,  the  Gold  and  Silver  which  the  volatile  Mi¬ 
nerals  contained  in  them,  doth  (hew  it  felf. 

NB.  Altho’  this  feparation  is  attended  on  with  in* 
different  labour,  yet  notwithftanding  fif  there  be  a 
great  quantity  of  matter  dealt  in )  it  is  alfo  gainful, 
efpecially  where  Minerals  and  Coals  are  to  be  had  for 
a  fmall  price,  and  alfo  the  other  imperfed  metals  (as 
Lead,  (popper,  and  the  like )  that  concurr  in  this  kind 
of  Operation  ;  by  which  it  alfo  comes  to  pafs,  that ' 
there  is  a  greater  quantity  of  Gold  and  Silver  extru¬ 
ded-  For  example,  I  burn  Copper  or  Iron  with  Arfe- 
nick, Cobolt,  and  other  poifonous  volatile  Reel  ^arsjor 
with  bare  (ialmei  only,  which  alfo  avails  to  con- 
ftringe  or  bind  fall  •,  with  thefe  I  mix  Antimony, 
Bifmuth,  Zink,  and  Lead,  and  melt  them  toge¬ 
ther  :  Hence  arifeth  a  brittle  mafs,  which  is  to  be 
reduced  into  a(hes,eithet  in  Ovens, as  isalready  afore- 
(hewed,  with  the  (lame  of  Wood,  which  darts  it  felf 
at  top  of  that  mixt  matter,  and  by  heating  ripens  it, 
or  by  live^Coals  in  a  peculiar  Furnace,  and  that  on 
this  wife :  Let  there  be  built  a  great  or  fmall  Furnace, 
( of  good  Bricks  or  Tiles  that  will  endure  the  Fire)aG- 
cording  to  the  quantity  of  your  matter  which  you  take 
to  prepare,  let  it  be  at  leaft  a  foot  over  in  the  infide-: 
in  the  forepart  let  it  be  open  a  foots  heighth  from  the 
Pavement  or  Ground,  to  this  end,  that  the  Grate  may 
be  put  in  and  taken  out,  as  need  is.  Then  fome  2  or 
3  foot  higher  than  the  Grate,  let  a  door  be  made, 
whereby  you  may  throw  in  the  Coals,  and  above  or  at 
top  of  the  Furnace  are  to  be  made  Chimneys,  fitted  to 
receive  and  condenfe  the  fume  of  the  metal,  that  it 
may  not  fly  into  the  air,  but  being  there  cool’d,  may 
be  taken  out.  All  this  being  done,  fill  the  Furnace 
with  Coals,  and  when  they  are  well  kindled,  caft  in  a 
portion  of  your  metalline  mixture,  which  will  quickly 
melt,  and  being  melted,  will  run  through  the  fiery 
Coals,  and  ftill  k^eep  fuming,  and  elevate  it  felf  up  intx» 
the  appointed  Chimneys ;  that  which  melts  dowrr 
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through  the  Coals  and  Grates,  and  is  in  the  form  of 
metal  under  the  Furnace,  f  which  bottom  mufl:  be 
made  fomevvhat  (helving,  that  the  metal  which  falls 
down  may  run  into  a  hole  or  pit,  is  to  be  taken  up 
with  an  Iron  Spoon,  and  again  thrown  in  upon  the 
Coals,  and  this  is  to  be  fo  often  repeated,  and  fo  long, 
till  all  your  whole  mixture  be  burnt  into  afhes,  or  car¬ 
ried  up  in  fume,  and  fo  (hall  be  alhified  and  fublimcd 
in  the  appointed  Tunnels  or  Chimneys,  which  Flores 
br  metalline  Fumes  you  mult  take  and  reduce  them  in 
a  reducing  Furnace,  fo  part  of  them  will  pafs  into  a 
fufile  Mctahbut  brittle.This  Metal  now  mud  be  again 
alhify’d  in  that  roafting  or  burning  Furnace,  and  be 
i  deduced  by  blaft  of  Bellows ;  and  this  afhifying  and 
reduction  is  to  be  fo  often  repeated,  till  all  be  feeriturs 
ned  into  Drofs  or  Glafs ;  which  Drofs  or  Scorias  are 
then  to  be  reduced  with  the  mod  vehement  blad  of 
Bellows,  and  fo  they  will  produce  a  Regulus  which  is 
to  be  cupellated  with  Lead,  as  is  abovefaid . 

'  ‘  NB.  But  if  fo  be  that  of  the  lad-made  Scoria  a 
Regulus  cannot  be  made  by  the  blad  of  the  Bellows, 
and  that  the  Scoria  remain  Scoria,  ’tis  a  lign  that 
you  have  taken  too  much  Tin,  or  that  your  Fire  hath 
been  too  intenfe ;  and  therefore  you  mud  take  fuch 
Scorih,  and  beat  them  to  powder,  and  mix  them  with 
a  little  of  either  the  fluid  Ore  of  Lead,  or  Spume 
!  thereof,  and  make  them  flow  in  a  reducing  Furnace, 

[  then  the  Lead  draws  the  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the 
I  Scoria, which  may  afterwards  be  cupellated.Butascon- 
i  cerning  the  manner  ofmaking  the  roading  or  alhify ing 
Furnace,  as  likewife  the  fufing  or  reducing  Furnace,  I 
cannot  indeed  atprefent  hcredecipherin,but  Iwilldo  it 
,  in  the  Third  Part  following,  where  more  fuch-like 
concentrations  of  Metals  (hall  be  mentioned  and  trea¬ 
ted  of.  And  farther,  the  well-minded  Reader  mud 
!  alfo  know,  that  this  kind  of  Concentration  is  not  at 
t  all  written  for  thofe  that  are  as  yet  wholly  ignorant  of 
i  the  Art  of  melting  metals,  but  for  fuch  only  as  have 
already  fweated  at  the  Fire,  and  have  been  often  and 
much  verfed  in  fuch  Separations  or  Liquefadions. 

I  I  quedion  not,  but  there  will  be  many  that  will  de- 
!  ipife  this  my  way  of  operating,  and  count  it  an  im- 
I  poITible  thing,  fuch  are  to  be  left  to  pleafe  themfelves 
{  with  their  own  fancies.  But  withal,  fome  will  be 
found,  to  whom  the  nature  of  metals  is  known,  and 
thefe  will  give  credit  to  what  I  fay,  and  will  abundant¬ 
ly  profit  themfelves,  efpecially  in  thofe  places  where 
1  Minerals,  Coals,  and  other  things  requifite  are  to  be 
had  for  a  fmall  price.  The  greated  Expence  in  this 
way  of  Concentration  is  the  Coals,  which  too  cannot 
be  any  thing  much  in  thofe  placd  where  there  are 
fuch  vad  Woods.  Every  one  may  have  his  liberty 
to  try  it  or  let  it  alone. 

NB.  But  I  do  openly  affirm,  that  iffobc  any  one 
lhallknow  how  rightly  to  handle  and  manage  this 
Work,  it  may  be  compared  with  the  perpetual  or  al- 
waies-lading  mines ;  and  where  minerals  may  be  had, 
it  will  be  mod  gainful  j  but  I  will  not  perfwade  any  to 
attempt  it  in  thofe  Coads  where  all  things  are  dear. 
Nor  do  I  think  it  amifs  to  diifwade  them  that  have  no 
experience  in  thefe  kind  of  Operations,  led  upon  the 
ill  management  of  the  Operation,  the  effed  (hould  not 
fucceed  fo  luckily  as  they  hoped  for, and  that  then  they 
(hould  lay  the  blame  upon  me.  That  which  I  have  at 
prefent  written,  is  agreeable  to  the  Truth,  and  may 
be  fuccefsfully  and  gainfully  performed  by  an  experi¬ 
enced  Artid  or  Laborator  .•  And  therefore  as  I  have 
afore  warned,  fodol  again  advife  the  unexpert  toab- 
ftain  from  this  Work,  unlefs  he  means  to  lofc  his  La¬ 
bour  and  Expences. 

Such  things  as  I  have  here  omitted  for  brevities 
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fake  to  fpeak  of  the  Concentration  of  Metals^  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Part  (hall  abundantly  declare  \  but 
whoever  he  be  that  (hall  know  how  to  bring  to  pa(s 
fuch  a  Concentration,  either  by  the  means  of  Salt-pe- 
tre,  by  the  dry  way  of  a  flame,  or  the  moid  way,  by 
the  help  o^Aq^fort.  (hall  have  a  better  effed  than  he 
that  ufeth  the  Fire  of 'A^ood  ^  but  on  the  other  hand, 
this  Fire  by  Wood  is  of  lefs  Cod  than  the  adminidra- 
tion  of  the  Work  of  Salt-petre  is-  Alas !  What  a 
deal  of  cods  and  labours  have  I  bedowed  in  itiy  life, 
in  fearching  out  and  trying  thofe  kind  of  bufinelTes, 
and  having  how  brought  it  to  this  pafs, as  to  be  able  to 
yield  me  the  Reward  of  my  Pains,  I  am  not  abl6  to 
manage  fo  vehement  a  fire,  and  to  order  the  matters 
which  requirefo  great  an  heat }  Therefore  do  I  novV 
with  a  willing  mind  make  an  oIFef  of  thtfe  my  Experi* 
ments,  to  thofe  who  are  of  a  vigorous  age,  and  have 
Bodies  capable  of  undergoing  the  toiling  in  the  Fire. 
But  that  I  may  return  to  the  things  afore  fpoken  of, 
and  that  thatafliifying  and  redudion  may  notleem  to 
the  unexperienced  altogether  impoflible  and  incredi¬ 
ble,  I  will  for  their  fakes  bring  undeniable  Reafons  or 
Arguments,  whereby  it  (hall  be  fuificiently  enough  evi¬ 
denced,  that  fuch  a  cineration  or  turning  into  Scoria, 
hath  its  foundation  in  Nature,  and  that  after  this 
manner  .•  Whofoever  he  be  that  hath  feen  dr  experi¬ 
enced  fomewhat  in  metals,  knows,  that  the  (eparatioa 
of  the  more  excellent  metals  from  the  more  vile,  istd 
be  done  by  the  benefit  of  the  Fire:  for  if  fobe  that 
Gold,  Silver, Copper,  Iron,  Lead, Tin,  (hould  be  mel¬ 
ted  together  into  one  mafs,  and  you  would  feparate 
them  by  the  Fire  the  one  from  the  other  *,  this  can¬ 
not  be  done  any  other  wayi  but  by  adding  to  that 
mixture  fome  other  adventitious  and  deftrudive  thing 
whereby  the  bafer  metals  may  be  dilTipated  and  de¬ 
prived  of  their  metallick  form,of  which  fort  is  common 
Sulphur  and  fuch-like ;  for  this  works  firft  on  the  ims 
perfed  metals,  deftroys  them,  or  brings  them  intci 
fcoria  and  drofs,  which  when  they  are  fo,  and  nd 
more  metals,  they  have  no  communion  with  metals, 
nor  defire  or  loVe  to  be  cotnniixt  with  thetti  after¬ 
wards  :  and  by  how  much  the  more  fulphureity  ther6 
is  in  Metals,  fo  much  the  eafier  doth  common  Shlphur 
deftroy  them  and  turn  them  into  Scoria :  But,  by  how 
much  the  nobler  the  metals  (hall  be,  fo  much  the  lefs 
detriment  doth  Sulphur  bring  upon  them,  and  the  lefs 
able  is  it  to  difturb  ( or  alter)  them.  But  be(ides,S«/- 
phur  does  not  only  do  this,  but  even  the  Fire,  and  Salt¬ 
petre  both  in  the  moift  and  in  the  dry  way.  It  is  done 
with  Sulphur,  if  the  metallick  mixture  be  granulated 
and  burnt  therewithal,  or  that  it  be  defpoiled  of  the 
metalline  Nature,  then  mufl:  it  be  molten  and  by  pre¬ 
cipitation  be  driven  or  be  feparated  into  divers  Regu- 
lus’s.  For  the  Sulphur  converts  the  Mafs  intC)  Scoria, 
which  when  they  are  molten,  that  which  in  them  is  the 
moftiioble  doth  always  feparate  it  felf  from  the  Sco¬ 
ria,  and  fettle  to  the  bottom  *,  then  next  the  mofl:  no¬ 
ble  part  comes  other  which  is  excellent,  but  yet  (hort 
of  the  former,  and  fo  confequcntly  it  defeends  fronl 
one  degree  to  another^  as  from  Gold  to  Silver,  from 
Silver  to  Lead,  from  this  to  Copper,  from  Copper  to 
Iron,(^c.  as  hath  been  by  my  formerly  deferibed  fepa^ 
ratory  Art  fu(Kcicntly  enough  (hewn.  But  Nitre  per¬ 
forms  the  reparations  it  makes  in  a  dilfetent  manner : 
For  after  that  the  metallick  Mafs  is  molten  in  a  Cru¬ 
cible,  and  that  this  (viz..  Nitre)  hath  been  thereinto 
put,  it  doth  in  the  firfl:  plate  let  upon  the  fulphufeous 
part,  and  turns  that  into  Scoria,  then  the  bafer  Metal, 
and  thus  it  does  on,  fo  long  till  it  hath  attraOied  all  the 
imperfed  Metals  to  it  felf,  and  reduced  them  into  Sc6- 
ria :  and  fo  the  perfe(fl:  Metals  remain  alone,  pure  5^ 
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which  order  or  governance  of  Operation,  is  alfo  to 
an  again,  extant  in  my  Writings. 

Again,  the  bare  fire  is  wont  to  keep  another  diffe¬ 
rent  way  of  deflroying  and  fcorifying  Metals,  than 
Sulphur  and  Nitre  do. 

For  if  a  Metalline  mixture  be  put  in  the  fire,  the 
more  imperferi;  part  thereof  is  confumed  in  the  firft 
place,  and  driven  into  afhesj  the  more  excellent  part 
gathers  up  it  felf  into  a  globular  form^and  as  long  asit 
finds  any  confumablething  therein,fo  longdoes  it  work 
and  ad  thereupon,  nor  leaves  it  off  afore  it  hath  re¬ 
duced  all  into  afhes.  But  that  part  which  is  of  a  con¬ 
flant  and  durable  nature?  remains  unhurt  by  the  fire  j 
but  yet  if  the  combuflible  part  be  too  much  bigger  in 
bulk  than  the  abideing  part»  it  does  not  only  carry 
away  with  it  the  filver,  but  fometimcs  alfo  a  good 
part  of  the  Gold,  and  brings  it  into  afhes.  And  now, 
if  thofe  afhes  (hall  be  molten  with  a  ftrong  fire,  then 
the  afhes  which  arife  out  of  the  iraperfed  Metals,  are 
turned  into  Glafs,  or  fcoria,  but  the  afhes  of  the 
perfed  Metals  do  reduce,  and  reftore  themfelves  into 
a  malleable  Body,  whether  it  be  Silver  or  Gold,  ac¬ 
cording  as  it  had  this  or  that  Metalline  mixture  in  it  j 
and  if  you  proceed  yet  farther,  with  melting  the  a- 
forefaid  fcoria  in  the  fire,  there  will  a  new  Regulus 
fallout)  which  contains  in  it  that  Meta],  which  is  the 
noblefl  next  Gold  and  Silver,  'viz..  Lead,  and  Cop¬ 
per  i  the  Tin,  and  Iron  do  for  the  mofl  part  abide  in 
the  fcoria  :  Even  as  it  is  in  Cupcllation,  or  the  re¬ 
paration  of  the  Metals  by  the  Cupel,  the  reparation 
is  there  alfo  done,  by  the  bare  fire  only,  and  when 
the  fire  ads  upon  the  mixture,  it  reduceth  the  Lead 
into  fcoria,  or  fpume,  or  Litharge,  and  while  this 
is  reduced  thus,  itfparesnotthe  Tin,  Iron,  or  Cop¬ 
per,  forafmuch  as  they  are  likewife  combuflible,  and 
of  affinity  thereto,  but  turns  thefe  together  alfo  into 
fcoria,  wfiich  faid  fcoria  do  then  creep,  or  fink  in¬ 
to  that  penetrable,  and  porous  Cineritious  VefTel,  or 
Teft,  as  longas  any  of  it  remains :  But  the  Gold  and 
Silver  which  know  not  how  to  be  thus  burnt  up  into 
fcoria  or  afhes,  like  the  other  imperfed  Metals  are 
left  depured  and  cleanfed,  upon  the  Cupel :  The  like 
alfo,  is  to  be  jud^d  of  tHe  aforefaid  incineration  of 
Volatile  Minerals,  or  imperfed  Metals  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  when  they  undergo  the  force  of  the  fire,  they 
cannot  but  go  into  fcoria  and  afhes,  and  if  they  have 
in  them  fomewhat.that  is  eipecially  good,  and  dura¬ 
ble,  yet  tlie  greater  part  being  combuftible,  has  the 
prevalency  ^  fo  that  the  more  excellent  part  which  is 
in  it,  is  converted  together  into  afhes  and  fcoria. 
But  yet  it  may  be  afterwards  reduced,  for  by  the 
vehement  blall  of  Bellows,  it  feparates  it  felf  from 
the  more  bate  part,  and  again  affuraes  a  tody  Me¬ 
talline,  whether  it  be  Gold  or  Silver. 

By  this  Bifeourfe  any  one  that  is  not  wholly  void 
of  all  Metalliek  knowledge  may  fee,  that  the  Metal- 
lick  Incineration  and  Redudion,  which  we  have  afore 
delivered,  is  built  upon  a  firm  foundation :  But  he 
that  cannot  underfland  or  apprehend  thefe  things,  is 
uncapable  of  being  holpen  by  any  art.  But  the  fol¬ 
lowing  third  and  fourth  parts  will  yield  a  more  clear 
light,  or  inflrudion.  Furthermore  you  are  to  ob- 
lefve,  that  there  are  likewife  other  ways  whereby 
Metals  are  reduced  into  fcoria,  and  the  better  and 
more  excellent  part  is  afterwards  extraded  out  of  the 
fcoria,  'Viz.,  byithehelp  of  Terreflrial  things  which 
are  together,  fulphureous^  of  which  fort  is  all  Sand, 
Flint,  and  the  like.  If  ought  of  this  kind  be  per- 
mixtand  molten  with  the  metalline  Calxes,  it  retains 
with  it  the  viler  part,  and  lets  go  the  more  excellent  j 


as  for  inllance,  there’s  the  Glafs  of  Lead :  For  if 
the  afhes  of  Lead  be  molten  with  Sand,  or  Flints  all 
the  Lead  together  with  the  Flints  is  converted  into 
Glafs,  or  fcoria,  but  the  Silver  or  Gold  which  was 
in  the  Lead  feparates  it  felf  like  a  Regulus,  and  de¬ 
fends  to  the  bottom. 

Some  kinds  of  Salts  alfo  are  able  to  make  thofe  fco¬ 
ria  ”s,  viz.,  thofe  Salts  which  are  extraded  out  of  burnt 
afhes,  and  are  commonly  called  Alkalies,  fuch  as  arc 

the  burnt  feces  of  Wine,  the  Tartar  of  Wine  Pot- 

ters-alhes  made  of  the  alhes  of  Wood,  and ’other 
fuch  like ;  thefe  alfo  love  to  diflblve  the  fulphureous 
parts  of  metals,  and  do  leave  the  Gold  and  Silver 
that  is  therein  whole  and  found,  and  fo  make  a  fepa- 
ration  of  the  good  from  the  evil,  and  give  them  a  no¬ 
table  fplendour  :  Concerning  which  wafliing,  we  will  ' 
treat  more  fully  in  the  following  third  part-  -  ^ 

Belides  too,  even  common  Salt  deftroyeth  and  re¬ 
duceth  the  imperfed  metals  into  fcoria,  but  not  af. 
ter  fuch  a  manner  as  Alkalies  do  by  walking,  but  by. 
diflblving  and  extrading.  For  if  a  metalliek  Calx 
or  Ore,  be  powdered  and  mixt  with  common  Salt* 
and  molten  together,  the  Salt  doth  more  readily  feize 
upon  the  metal,  than  on  the  reft  of  the  drollinefs,  dif- 
folves  It,  and  turns  it  into  as  it  were  fcoria.  But  to 
illuftrate  this  thing  by  an  Example,  If  I  would  fepai 
rate  a  mineral  which  hath  in  it,  Iron,  Copper,  Gold, 
and  Sliver,  and  Ihoultimelt  it  thus  mixt  with  the  I 

Salt,  then  the  Salt  would  the  firft  time  lay  hold  on  the  ^ 

Iron  only,  and  leave  the  other  metals ;  but  if  fobe 
there  were  not  fo  much  Iron,  as  for  the  Salt  to  fatisfy  i. 

Its  devouring  felf,  it  would  dilfolve  the  Copper  too, 
the  Silver  and  Gold  remaining  untoucht ;  for  Salt  is  a 
common  Enemy  to  Silver,  but  a  Friend  to  the  Iron 
and  Copper,  which  it  willingly  diffolves  in  the  melt-  I 
ing,  and  atcrads  to  it  felf,^  whether  it  be  each  apart  ^ 
by  themfelves,  or  both  jointly  together,  which  if  you 
are  minded  again  to  feparate  each  from  the  orher.you 
muft  powder  that  molten  Mafs,  and  pour  water  there¬ 
upon,  and  boil  it ;  fo  the  Iron  and  Copper  enters  in¬ 
to  the  water,  together  with  the  Salt,  whereinto  if  you 
afterwards  put  fome  Iron  Rods,  the  Copper  precipi¬ 
tates  It  felf,  and  the  Iron  abides  in  the  fait  water  and 
is  made  very  fit  to  ufe  in  dying  like  Vitriol ;  but  if  it 
will  not  be  coagulated  like  Vitriol,  then  the  Copper 
(which  hath  precipitated  it  felf  about  the  Iron)  is  to 
be  walhtand  molten,  out  of  which  comes  purer  Cop* 
per.  But  yet  fuch  a  Copper  may  be  converted  to  bet¬ 
ter  ufe  than  to  be  molten,  of  which  more  fhall  be 
fpoken  in  the  third  part. 

By  this  means,  may  one  feparate  and  bring  into  ufe 
thofe  Coppery  Minerals,  which  have  much  Iron  ia 
them,  and  by  which,  the  Copper  is  otherwife  ren¬ 
dered  unmalleable  and  unprofitable :  and  this  is  fuch 
an  Evil,  as  the  Metal-workers  have  hitherto  little 
known  what  reinedy  to  apply  i  whereas  in  the  mean 
while  there  lie  in  many  places  no  contemptible  Mine* 
of  Copper,  negleded  and  unmedled  withal,  becauft 
they  have  Iron  commixt  with  them.  Some  there  have 
been,who  have  endeavoured  to  extradlthe  Iron  by  the 
help  of  a  Load-ftone,  but  this  way  is  too  troublefora, 
and  fo  is  not  profitable ;  but  it  may  be  aptly  and  con¬ 
veniently  done  after  this  manner,  did  they  but  know 
how  rightly  to  ufe  here  that  aforefaid  fait  water,  and  { 
the  precipitated  Copper :  For  the  fait  exalteth  the  h  * 
ron,  and  the  Iron  doth  again  exalt  the  fait,  and  ani¬ 
mate  it,  fo  as  that  it  may  afterwards  with  a  little  la¬ 
bour  and  cofts  be,  all  of  it,  and  without  any  lofs,  con-  i 
verted  into  good  Salt-petre.  But  fome  or  other  may 
fay,  what  profit  would  there  redound  unto  me,  if  I 

/hould 
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(hould  feafon  one  or  two,  or  more  Copper  minerals 
with  fait,  whereby  the  Copper  may  be  thence  drawn 
out }  I  would  have  fuch  an  one  to  know,  that  in  that 
Operation,  fome  hundreds,  or  thoufand  pounds  may 
be  done  together,  and  the  bufinefs  may  be  ordered 
upon  fire  in  diftind  Furnaces,  that  fo  a  great  profit 
may  begotten;  and  not  only  thus,  but  the  fame  may 
likewife  be  done  without  any  Furnace  or  Oven,  with 
many  hundred,  or  thoufand  pounds  in  one  Operati- 
I  on,  at  the  open  Air  in  the  Field,  or  in  a  Wood,where 

1  that  Ore  and  fait  are  to  be  found ;  fo  that  the  fait 

'  may  ferve  as  a  covering  to  the  mineral,  and  the  mi¬ 
neral  as  a  covering  to  the  fait,  and  the  Wood  may 
j  ferve  both  for  the  F urnace  and  fire. 

This  now  in  my  judgment  is  an  artificial  extraction 
of  Copper  out  of  the  Mines,  (efpecially  when  ’tis  fuch 
[  an  Ore,  which  (otherwife)  is  not  of  any  profit  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  imraixt  Iron,  or  elfc  confifts  of  fuch  a  lean 
I  V ein  of  Copper,  as  will  not  fuffice  to  quit  the  colls  of 

j  getting  it  out,  but  yet  it  may  by  this  means  be  fepara- 
ted,  with  no  contemptible  profit.  For  there  are 
'  every  where  almoft  fuch  poor  Copper  Ore  as  this 
which  lie  and  are  not  dreamt  of:  For  indeed  it  cannot 
be  expected,  that,  (if  when  a  Copper  Mine  (or  Ore) 

I  doth  contain  in  it  fome  fmall  matter  ofCopper,it  being 
I  fo  overwhelmed  as  ’twere  with  the  muchnefs  of  hete- 
yogeneal  raedlies  or  mixtures,  that  it  cannot  precipi= 

I  t^te  it  felf  into  Regulus’s  but  paffeth  into  Scoria)  it 
I  ihould  anfwer  the  colls  that  are  to  be  fpent  on  the  for- 
i  cing  it  out-,  and  therefore  fuch  Minera’s  mull  of  ne- 
celfity  remain  without  ufe.  And  how  many  fuch  kind 
of  Ores  have  I  found  in  Germany^  which  a  man  may 
have  by  heaps,  but  no  body  regards  them,  for  that  ( as 
we  have  already  faid)  they  are  too  barren  or  poor : 
W  hereas  notwithllanding  they  maybe  moll  eafily  per* 
feCted  by  the  help  of  Salt,  fo  as  to  be  made  very  gain- 
I  ful,&  the  colls  exceedingly  well  repaid  that  (hall  be  laid 
I  out  upon  them,  efpecially  in  thofe  places  where  there 
is  fuch  an  abundance  of  Salt,  that  the  Inhabitants 
know  not  what  to  do  with  the  plenty  they  have  of  it. 
Many  fuch  places  there  are  in  Germany^  as  Tirok^ 
Saltz.bHrg^  Bavaria,  and  the  Diocefs  that  we  call 
Bergtef-gaden  ;  in  which  places  all  the  whole  moun¬ 
tains  do  not  only  abound  with  Salts,  but  have  no  fmall 
portion  of  Copper  too:  Nor  is  it  fo  in  thofe  places 
only, but  likewife  every  where;  Salt  is  common  and  of 
g  fmall  price  throughout  all  Germany, 

And  as  we  have  already  Ihown  you,  that  Iron  and 
'  Copper  may  be  commodioully  extracted  out  of  the 
Ores  by  melting  it  with  common  Salt,  and  maybe  a- 
i  gain  feparated  from  each  other  by  precipitation  :  So 
likewife  may  the  fame  be  done  in  a  moifl:  way  by  boi¬ 
ling  ;  and  is  thusjif  the  Qre  be  ground  and  a  long  while 
:  boiled  with  very  Salt-water,  the  Copper  will  be  dif- 
i  folved  and  paffeth  into  the  Salt-water,  out  of  which  it 
is  to  be  precipitated,  and  fo  fitted  for  ufe.  But  now, 

I  if  the  Salt  be  diftilled  into  a  Spirit,  then  is  it  apt  not 
I  (inly  to  extract  Copper,  but  alfo  Gold  out  of  the  Ore, 
i  and  will  be  of  exceeding  much  profit :  But  this  ope¬ 
ration  hath  already  been  long  ago  deferibed  fby  me, 

1  in  the  Firft  Part  of  the  Mineral  Work. 

’  NB.  But  it  \yill  be  yet  more  profitable  and  gainful 
I  to  prepare  that  water  out  of  the  Salts  and  efpecially 
'  out  of  Nitre,  which  water  is  but  of  fmall  price,  and 

yet  notwithllanding  it  is  of  that  Power  and  Virtuejas 
I  >  to  diflblve  or  extraCt  aU  the  Metals  out  of  the  Ores : 
j  and  as  well  the  Silver  as  the  Gold  and  Copper  in  the 
^  folution,  may  be  again  precipitated  Angularly  or  each 
/’rr/c  one  after  another;  and  this  kind  of  water  may 
you  likewife  ufe  about  all  Foffiles  or  Ores  with  a  moil 
wonderful  abbreviation. 


But  now,  if  you  ufe  common  Ajua-fortisy  it  extraCls 
only  the  Silver  and  Copper,  and  leaves  the  Gold : 
and  if  you  take  common  Aqm-regia^^  it  attraCls  only 
the  Gold  and  Copper,  and  leaves  the  Silvery  fo  that 
neither  ofthefehath  (as  we  ufe  to  fay)  all  the  points 
in  it,  efpecially  feeing  fuch  a  kind  of  Water  ferves 
but  once  only ;  nor  is  there  as  yet  any  one  found  who 

knows  how  to  feparate  the  metals  in  the  folution  one 
from  another, fb  as  that  the  water  may  flill  remaingood 
and  fit  for  other  the  like  ufes.  But  as  concerning  this 
Water  of  mine,  thus  Hands  the  cafe,  One  Metal 
may  be  precipitated  after  another  out  of  the  Water 
and  each  diflindlly,  and  yet  for  all  this,  the  Water 
lofeth  not  ought  of  its  Virtue,  but  may  be  many  times 
ferviceable  ;  certainly  it  is  a  molt  profitable  inventi» 
on,  which  fin  the  doing  orperfefting  fome  metals  and 
minerals)  is  to  be  preferred  many  degrees  before  any 
melting  by  Fire.  For  if  that  there  are  feveral  Metals 
of  diverfe  kinds, in  one  Ore;  as  Gold, Silver, Iron, Lead 
(and  this  often  happens  fo)and  they  fhould  be  forced 
out  by  Fire,  they  would  yet  reitiain  mixt  together ; 
and  there’s  a  great  deal  of  work  to  feparate  them! 
For  firft  they  are  to  be  cupellated  on  Tells  with  a  great 
deal  of  Lead,that  fo  the  imperfeCl  Metals, as  the  Iron 
Copper, Tin  and  Lead  if  therein, may  go  off;  then  the 
Gold  is  to  be  feparated  alfo  apart,  or  by  a  particular 
operation,  by  the  help  of  a  feparating  Water,  and  this 
is  not  every  bodies  work,  nor  have  all  fuch  as  are 
skill’d  in  the  Art,  in  all  places  nccelfary  provifion  at 
hand.  But  on  the  other  hand,  there  needs  not  in  that 
other  kind  of  way,  any  thing  fave  the  Water  and  fome 
Glalfes,  with  tliefe  may  you  manage  and  compleat  all 
the  whole  bufinefs,  and  get  a  great  deal  of  gain  with¬ 
out  noife  and  trouble.  For  as  to  fuch  a  one  as  betakes 
himfelf  to  this  kind  of  work,  his  Neighbours  cannot 
accufe  him, that  he  will  (one  time  or  other)  ruinc  their 
Fortunes  and  Houfes  by  Fire, for  they  hear  no  blowing 
of  the  bellows,  nor  fee  they  any  Coals  carried  into  his 
Houfe.  Nor  will  the  Smiths  fay  that  ’tis  his  fault  that 
Coals  are  fo  dear,  as  ’twas  objefted  to  him  who  called 
himfelf  the  little  Country  fellow.  Befides  too,  he 
will  fliun  the  fufpicion  qf the  Magiftrates,  nor  will  he 
give  them  occafiqn  to  fufped  him  to  be  a  rich  blade, 
and  fo  torment  him  with  the  more  grievous  exadli- 
ons  and  with  quartering  of  Souldiers. 

And  now  yet  more.  This  kind  of  extradion  does 
not  only  appertain  to  the  getting  out  the  Gold  and 
Silver  out  of  the  Ores  or  Minerals  and  fuch  as  are  vo¬ 
latile  and  crude,  and  which  are  every  where  to  be  met 
withal,  and  may  without  detriment  to  any,  and  with  a 
fafe  confcience  be  fixed  and  feparated  by  the  help  of 
thisWater :  But  you  may  alfo  by  the  mediation  of  thi^ 
Water,  profitably  and  with  very  fmall  Labour  fepa¬ 
rate  all  metallick  mixtures,  fuch  as  are  mixt  at  their 
firft  forcing  out  of  the  Ores,  or  are  melted  into  one 
Mafs  on  any  other  account,  and  fo  obtain  each  Metal 
pure  and  free  from  all  heterogeneities-  As  for  ex¬ 
ample.  Put  cafe  I  have  in  my  hands  a  certain  metal- 
lick  Mafs,  which  hath  in  it  Gold,  Silver,  Lead,  Tin, 
Iron,  and  Copper :  Now  I  would  willingly  feparate 
the  Gold  &  Silver  therefrom :  hitherto  there  hath  been 
no  other  way  known  of  obtaining  it  but  by  cupellating 
fuch  a  Mafs  or  mixture  upon  the  Teft  with  Lead,  and 
fo  depurating  it ;  in  which  cupellation,  the  Copper, 
Tin, and  Iron,  do  pafs  together  with  the  Lead  into  the 
Teft,  but  the  Gold  and  Silver  remain  behind,  which 
are  to-be  afterwards  feparated  with  Aqua-f ortis,  that 
you  may  have  each  by  it  felf.  But  the  Iron,  Copper, 
Lead  and  Tin  do  remain  intermixt  with  each  other  in 
the  Teft,  and  Ihould  you  again  melt  them  even  by  the 
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ftrongeft  blafl:,  yet  will  they  be  corhmixt,  ai^  c 
^ardly  be  icparated  the  one  from  the  other,  du  y 
^his  way  of  ouirs  if  they  be  diflblved  in  the  water  to* 
gether,  you  may  continually  precipitate  thence  one 
Metal  from  another,  and  take  them  each  apart,  an 
not  only  the  Gold  and  the  Silver  by  themfelves,  but 
the  Copper,  Tin,  Iron,  and  Argcnt-vive  (each  apart). 

But  it  is  not  fo  necelfary  (if  in  fuch  a  metalline  Mals 
wherein  are  contained  fo  many  Metals,  the  Gold  and 
Silver  be  but  the  fmaller  part)  to  diflblVe  all  the  other 
bafer  metals  together,  to  get  out  the  Gold  and  Silver', 
this  will  not  be  advifedly  done,  but  it  Would  be  bet¬ 
ter,  (irlfto  purify  that  Mals  upon  a  Tell  with  Lead, 
and  foto  feparate  the  Gold  and  Silver  by  the  help  of 
that  water,  or  elfe  that  Mafs  may  be  burnt  with  Brim- 
ftone,  and  the  Gold  be  thence  precipitated  and  de¬ 
puted-  But  if  the  Mafs  hath  lefs  ot  Iron,  Copper, 
and  Tin,  than  of  pold,  there  will  not  be  fufch  ne^  o 
purifying  the  Mafs,  by  firft  burning  it  upon  a  Tele, 
and  then  feparatlhg  it  by  ^qua-forttSf  as  is  common¬ 
ly  known  and  iifed  to  be  done but  the  whole  mix¬ 
ture  mull  be  diffolved,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver,which 
you  pleafe,  be  feparately,  or  apart  precipitated  into 
a  clean  Calx,  then  the  Copper  alfo  apart,  then  the 
Tin  ;  but  as  for  the  Iron,  you  may  forbear  to  preci¬ 
pitate  that,  becaufe  there  are  no  great  matters  to  be 
performed  with  its  Calx,  and  it  will  be  better  to  draw 
off  the  Jqua-fnis  thence,  whereby  it  may  again  be 
had  pure,  and  fit  for  ufe- 

Then  t*ie  Iron  w'hich  abides  behind,  if  it  be  made 
red  hot,  yields  a  molt  excellent  Crocus  Martis,  and 
a  molt  excellent  Ingredient  for  Chirurgeons,  for  all 
their  Wound'-balfams  and  Exicatory  Emplafters^  it  is 
Itidick  ^  it  will  alfo  be  ferviceable  to  Painters  to  make 
exquifite  colours  therewithal,  fo  that  the  Iron  which 
is  the  bafefi:  Metal  in  the  whole  mixture,  if  it  fiiall  be 
thus  wrought 'upon  and  brought  into  good  Crocus 
Martis,  yields  the  money  that  was  laid  out  upon  the 
water,  and  yet  this  very  water,  after  its  abltrading 
from  the  Iron  is  not  lefsfit  for  ufe, but  is  better  than  it 
was  before.  For  in  its  abltraftion  from  the  Iren,  it 
brought  over  w  ith  itfome  Goldennefs,  which  Golden 
property  doth  afterwards,in other  metallick  folutions, 
afiociate  it  felf  to  the  Metals,  is  imbodyed,  and  yields 
as  much  Gold  as  theprice  almoft  (of  the  water)  afore 
(thus  ufed )  couldbe  judged  at. 

So  likewife there’s  no  need  ofreducing  the  Calx  of 
Venus  into  Copper,  but  it  is  twice  more  precious  than 
■  other  good  common  Copper,  becaufe  it  can  in  a  few 
hours  l^jace  be  changed  into  excellent  Verdigreafc,and 
fo  is  4  or  6  times  the  valuelof  Copper  it  felf.  ^  Furs 
ther,  it  is  not  needful  to  melt  down  the  precipitated 
Calx  of  Silver  without  any  farther  profit,  but’tis  bet¬ 
ter  to  melt  it  by  the  means  of  the  liquor  of  Sulphur  or 
Antimony:,  for  by  this  operation  will  it  become  auri¬ 
ferous,  and  be  meliorated.  Finally,  you  are  not 
bound  to  melt  even  the  Calx  of  Sol,  without  any 
profit  in  melting,  but  you  may  even  thereoutof  draw 
fome  profit^  for  ific  be  amalgamated  with  the  Mer¬ 
cury  of  h  or  J  it  becomes  more  augmented  from 
the  h  and  5  ',  or  elfe  it  may  be  ufed  by  the  Gold- 
fmiths  to  Gild  withal,  and  by  Painters,  if  its  bright- 
nefs  and  fplendour  be  firft  reftored  unto  it,  for  fo  it 
may  be  ufed  about  Painting  or  writing.  So  then,  from 
this  operation  doth  refult  a  manifold  benefit,  and  both 
the  Iron  and  Copper,  as  alfo  the  Gold  and  Silver  are 
rendered  better,  and  more  precious  than  they  would 
have  orherwife  been,  if  they  had  been  feparated  each 
from  the  other  after  the  common  manner,  by  the  fire. 

Therefoie,  there  is  not  only  a  great  benefit  gotten 


in  that  way  of  operating,  in  thus  extrading  Gold  and 
Silver  out  of  their  Ores,  and  out  of  the  Crude  Mine¬ 
rals,  and  in  this  fo  compendious  a  reparation  of  a 
Mafs  (or  mixture )  of  Metals ;  but  alfo,  that  repara¬ 
tion  brings  more  profit  than  the  commonly  ufed  and 
perceived  way  of  feparating  Gold  and  Silver  by 
(jHd-fortis  doth,  in  which  way  the  Mafs  is  to  be  firft 
burnt  to  purity-,  and  all  the  heterogeneities  are  to  be 
taken  away  upon  a  Teft ;  then  the  Silver  is  to  bediF- 
folved  in  Aqua-foms^  and  to  be  feparated  from  the 
Gold  i  this  done,  then  the  the  diffolved  Silver  is  to 
be  precipitated  either  by  Copper,  or  by  putting  wa¬ 
ter  thereunto,  or  elfe  the  water  is  to  be  thencefront 
diftilled  from  whence,  there  is  not  only  to  be  ex- 
peded  no  greater  profit  than  what  is  had  (or  gotten^ 
out  of  the  Gold  feparated  from  the  Silver,  but  with¬ 
al  even  half  the  water  is  loft.  But  now  here  (in  my 
way)  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jqtta-f  ortis  is  preferved, 
and  is  indeed  meliorated  (if  there  were  Tin  or  Iron 
in  the  Mafs)tbe  Very  bareCrocus  Martis  only  yields  as 
much  as  the  water  coft,&  the  Flos  ^ris  is  meer  gains  j 
the  Calx  of  Silver  is  by  a  folution  of  Antimony  en  ¬ 
riched  with  Gold,  the  Golden  Calx  is  augmented  by 
Saturn,  and  Luna,  fo  that  the  gain  is  fourfold,  be- 
fides  that  Gold  which  is  gotten  by  reparation  out  of 
the  Silver  and  now  may  not  I  juftly  call  this  an  Ar¬ 
tificial  eXtradion  or  feparatiop  of  the  Metals,'  by  the 
moift  way  •,  but  now, like  as  this  is  a  very  notably  pro* 
fitable  way  of  extrading  thcMetals  out  of  theOres  or 
Minerals, &  of  artificially  feparating  themby  the  moift 
way  j  fo  likewife  may  the  fame  be  done  in  the  dry 
way  byfufion-,  if  Quiz..)  the  MinCra’s  are  diffolved 
by  Antimony  or  Lead,  &  one  of  the  Metals  after  ano¬ 
ther  (hall  be  thencefrom  precipitated  5  fo  that  it  is  not 
fo  altogether  nocelTary  to  cupellate  fuch  a  Mafs,  and 
by  the  feparatory  water  (or  Aqna-f ortis  to  feparate 
that,  which  (by  that  burning  on  the  Teft)  fhallhave 
been  throughly  purged  ;  But  if  all  the  Metals  fhall  be 
molten  together  into  one  Mafs,  there  may  (firft)  be 
precipitated  the  Gold,  then  the  Silver,  then  alfo  the 
Copp’er,  and  by  the  help  of  Nitre  be  rendred  pure  and 
malleable-,  and  this  too  may  be  done  without  much 
labour  or  cofts-,  fo  that  as  well  by  the  moift, as  alfo  by 
the  dry  way, all  the  Metals  may  be  very  commodioufly 
and  compehdioufly,  and  in  fhort  time  feparated  the 
one  from  the  other  by  the  benefit  of  Salt-petrc.  Sup- 
pofe  I  have  a  Mafs  that  has  Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper 
and  Iron  in  it,  and  I  would  have  it  fuddcnly  depured ; 
therefore  1  may  only  burn  it  with  Sulphur,  and  by 
the  help  of  Saturn  precipitate  one  Metal  from  ano» 
ther,  and  purifie  the  Regulus,  by  Nitre,  and  fuch  a 
Mafs  though  it  were  100  pound  weight  could  I  fepa* 
rated  with  the  eafylabour  of  one  day,&  for  3  or  4Do/«. 
/ars  cofts  i  but  as  for  fuch  an  one  as  hath  no  ufe  for 
folution  &  precipitation,  or  hath  not  convenient  melt* 
ing  Pots  and  Furnaces,  he  may  granulate  fuch  a  Mafs, 
and  thence  precipitate  the  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper, 
each  apart,  and  draw  off  the  water  from  his  Mars ; 
then  the  Mars  y  ields  him  the  price  of  the  water  j  the 
Calx  of  Venus  yields  the  reward  of  his  pains  and  la¬ 
bour,  and  the  augmentation  or  melioration  which 
happens  to  the  Calx  of  Sol  and  Luna  in  the  redudtion 
is  clear  gain  5  fo  that  the  Gold  and  Silver  are,  as  it 
were  gratis,  and  without  any  expence  feparated  from 
each  other,  and  that  both  by  the  dry  way  and  by  the 
moift  way  j  for  the  Silver  is  equally  as  well  gradua¬ 
ted  and  made  auriferous  in  the  dry  way,  by  th6  fulion 
or  melting  in  the  operating,  or  by  the  transfufing  (or 
through  melting)  with  the  Antimony  •,  fo  then  good 
Gold  may  by  this  way  be  precipitated  out  of  any  Silver 

which 
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not  aureous,  provided  the  bufinefs  be  but  dexteroufly 
nisns^cd* 

In  the  firft  part  of  this  Book,  (where  I  treated  of 
the  concentration  of  wood  J  I  wrote,  that  a  Juice 
iniglit  be  prefTed,  by  a  peculiar  PrefS)  out  of  any 
wood,  which  afterwards  might  be  turned  into  good 
Salt'petre  by  the  benefit  of  the  Air  and  time :  I  like- 
wife  there  added  fomereafons,  whereby  it  might  be 
evinced,  that  it  was  poffible  for  Art  to  perform  fuch 
things,  which  are  no  o«icr  but  the  Rewards  Nature 
her  felf  yields,  and  that  the  Salt-petre  which  is  wont 
to  be  every  where  digged  out  of  the  Stalls,  or  Sta¬ 
bles  of  Cattle,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  effential  fait  of 
Vegetables,  and  Animals,  which  is  in  a  longtraft  of 
time,  and  by  the  hidden  virtue  of  the  Air,  turned 

into  Salt' petre.  v  r  ,  u-  r,f 

But  now  if  any  one  fhould  haply  perfwade  himfelt, 
that  if  he  expofeth  that  Juice  of  the  Woods  to  the 
Air  for  forae  Days,  or  Weeks,  that  it  will  prefently 
become  Salt  petre,  certainly  he  would  be  much  be- 
fides  his  aim,  neither  indeed  is  it  lawful  to  preferibe 
Nature  the  time  of  her  Operation. 

Does  not  a  Husbandman  deferve  to  be  called  Afs, 
or  Blockhead,  if  fome  few  days  after  he  hath  fown  his 
Corn,  he  Ihould  go  into  his  Field  to  fee  if  his  Corn 
were  ripe  or  not?  Juft  thus  are  you  to  conceive  of 
this  work,  for  in  all  things  muft  you  exped  the  due 
time,  in  the  Generation  both  of  Animals,  Minerals, 
and  Vegetables,  fo  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  need  of 
any  farther  proof  of  this  matter;  For  every  Gene¬ 
ration  requireth  its  own  proper  time. 

But, that  very  many  haply  have  wearied  themfelves 
with  imagining  about  that  kind  of  Prefs,  which  I 
have  mentioned  in  the  firft  part  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany^  and  yet  have  not  found  it,  is  not  to  be  much 
wondred  at.  However  it  is  afluredly  true,  that  fuch 
a  Prefs  may  very  eallly  be  prepared,  by  which  you 
may  daily  prefs  a  great  quantity  of  Juice  out  of 
Wood,  be  it  believed  or  not  believed-  But  fee¬ 
ing  that  fuch  a  Prefs  hath  been  feen  with  me,  and  hath 
been  beheld  prepared,  and  wood  fqueezed  out  there¬ 
withal,  and  fet  to  ripen  in  the  Air,  fure  it  cannot  be 
long  ere  the  truth  will  raanifeft  it  felf  and  publitkly 
vindicate  it  felf  from  all  its  flanderers. 

I  fay  again,  that  fuch  a  Prefs  is  found  by  me,  and 
that  it  is  an  artificial  one,  and  is  of  lefs  cofts  than  will 
be  eafily  believed.  Nay  rnore,  every  day  brings  forth 
new  and  better  Compendiums,  fo  that  there  will  not 
hereafter  be  any  ufe  or  need  for  the  Prels,  to  fqueeze 
the  wood  out  by  :  but  every  Vegetable  and  Animal, 
may  without  labour  and  trouble  be  in  a  (hort  time, and 
without  the  prefs.  tranfrauted  into  good  Salt-petre,  fo 
that  many  hundred  weight  Salt-petre  may  be  ge¬ 
nerated,  or  produced  (by  the  labour  of  only  one 
perfon)  out  of  the  bare  Wood,  Leaves,  and  Grafs, 
(where  they  may  commodioufly  be  had)  and  yet  tis 
not  the  perfon  aforefaid,  but  the  air  that  caufeth  this 
Generation ;  for  the  perfon  doth  no  more  but  expofe 
to  the  air  the  fubjedt  matter,  upon  which  it  may  ope¬ 
rate,  and  out  of  which  it  may  bring  forth  Salt-petre. 

But  there  is  nothing  which  1  admire  more  at,  then, 
that  this  prefent  Age  is  fo  fluggilh  and  averfe  from 
fearching  after  the  fecrets  of  Nature.  Whereas, 
were  but  the  Properties  only  of  that  ftupendious,  or 
wonderful  fubjedt Salt- petre,  w^ell  known,  there  might 
well  be  a  forbearance  of  reading  many  Chimical 
Books  feeing  that  by  it  alone  may  many  wonderful 
things  be  performed.  1  have  a  little  afore  fhown,  how 
both  a  moift  and  dry  extra£lion  of  Gold  and  Silver,& 
the  other  metals  is  to  be  done  by  Salt-petre  ;  and  if 
Nitre  were  of  no  other  ufe  but  this  only,  yet  were  it 
well  worthy  to  be  beloved  and  efteemed  by  all,  and 
they  fhould  as  much  as  in  them  lies  labour  not  only  to 
produce  it  in  plenty  out  of  vile  things,  but  withal  to 
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know  how  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  with  profit. 

But  whereas  I  have  not  fo  very  openly  and  clearly 
deferibed,  or  publifhed  the  precipitation  which  is 
done  as  w^ell  by  the  moift,  as  by  the  dry  way  of  the 
extraction  and  feparation  of  metals-,  I  would  not  that 
any  one  (liould  take  it  in  evil  part  9  for  there  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  weighty  reafons,  that  make  me  fear  to  pro  • 
ftitute  fuch  excellent  Inventions,  or  to  chew  meat  (as 
it  were )  and  thruft  it  into  every  Alfes  mouth.  Let 
it  fuffice,  that  1  have  (liewed,  that  fuch  things  are  pof- 
fible.  But  yet  the  Art  lies  not  fo  fixed  in  my  breaft, 
nor  is  it  my  mind  to  fuffer  it  to  lie  buried  with  me;No, 
God  hath  bleffed  me  therewithal  meerly  for  this  end, 
that  1  might  help  and  fuccour  others,  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  which,  I  am  moft  ready  and  willing ;  but  yet 
not  every  one  without  any  exception,  but  /uch  as  are 
ingenious  Lovers  of  the  Wonders  of  God,  and  know 
how  decently  to  ufe  all  things, leaft  I  being  too  impro- 
vidently  liberal,  fhould  put  new  Weapons  into  the 
hands  of  mine  enemies. 

1  could  have  buried-over  thefe  things  in  filence,  and 
haply  been  at  more  quiet,  but  it  was  no  ways  poflible 
for  me  to  fupprefs  the  wonderful  Works  of  God,  fo 
as  to  withhold  them  from  coming  abroad  to  light, 
and  to  the  view  of  Men,  to  the  Honour  of  God.  And 
whenfoever  it  fo  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  things  deli-r 
Vered  at  prefent  in  this  fecond  part,  and  which  fhali 
be  delivered  in  the  following  third  and  fourth  parts, 
fhall  be  believed,  and  be  brought  to  effeCf  Und  be 
clone :  then  all  the  crew  of  Slanderers  and  Enemies  of 
the  truth  fhall  be  confounded  with  fiiame,  before  the 
whole  World,  and  that  Genuine  Alchyray,  (hall  a- 
gain  be  embraced,  and  honourably  flourifh :  For  Salt¬ 
petre  muft  be  the  Mafter,  as  Paracelfus  faith,  in  a  cerr 
tain  Chapter  where  he  treats  of  common  fait,  and 
mentions  Salt-petre  with  a  commendable  Teftimony. 
Nor  hath  Bafil  Faletnint  done  a  lefs  faithful  Work  as 
to  his  Nitre  ^  but  few  there  are  that  underftand  it. 

I  am  not  of  the  mind  to  boaft  of  the  knowledge  of 
many  things,  but  yet  thus  much  1  find,  that  there  is 
not  in  all  nature  any  fubjeCt  given  that  may  in  good 
deed  be  compared  with  Nitre,  as  to  eminency  or  ex- 
lency  ^  much  lefs  deferves  to  be  preferred  before  it- 
Let  not  the  Lover  of  this  Art  be  difquieted  in  his 
mind,  fo  long  as  there  are  two  parts  to  follow,  and 
come  forth  :  For  then  men  will  fee,  and  be  even  ep 
forced  to  confefs  thefe  things  which  afore  they  did 
not  believe.  And  upon  this  fcore  do  I  fhorten  this 
part,  that  I  may  the  fooner  come  to  the  third  and 
fourth  parts :  In  which  parts  (God  willing)  there 
fhall  bedifclofed  many  moft  highly  profitable  inven¬ 
tions  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  but  yet  they  fhall 
bevelled,  after  that  fame  way  dnd  manner,  as  others 
afore  me  haveufed  to  do,  that  fo  Pearls  may  not  be 

caft  afore  Swine.  ' 

But  that  I  may  return  to  my  purpofe,  and  fhew 
that  what  I  have  faid  is  true,  and  that  great  things 
may  be  done  (as  to  the  melioration  of  Metals  J  by  tl^ 
help  of  Salt-petre,  it  will  be  neceflTary,  that  thoft 
things  which  we  have  already  written  in  this  fecond 
part  be  made  a  little  more  clear,  and  may  be  viubiy 
demonftrated  to  the  unskilful  and  incredulous,  in 
what  it  is,  that  this  profit  we  at  prefent  fpeak  or,  is 

And  firft,  as  concerning  the  Generation  of  Sal^pe-. 

tre,  there  hath  been  enough  faid  already,  ihat 

it  may  be  prepared  by  heaps  out  of  othpwife-unpro- 
fitable  Wood,  Shrubs,  Briars,  &c.  which  rather  en¬ 
damage  the  Ground,  than  do  any  good  ,  b^aufe  they 
become  a  refuge  for  cruel  Beafts.  wjich  fuftain  thein« 
felves  upon  the  great  ruining  of  the  other  Wild 
ones '  Nor  needs  this  work  any  greater  colts  than  to 
caufe’a  Houfe  to  be  built  in  the  Woods,  under  which 
the  wood,  together  with  the  circulatory  VelTel,  may 
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Hand  dry  5  andbefides  too,  one  man  is  fufficiently  a--  ' 
ble  to  manage  the  whole  bufmefs,  nor  is  there  any 
thingelfe  required  but  thofe  unprofitable  underwoods, 
briars,  ^c.  or  if  you  have  not  fuch,  ^then»  the 
Leaves  that  the  wind  blows  off  from  the  Trees. 
And  if  alfo  you  add  fome  Salt  thereunto,  even  it 
will  be  likewife  turned  by  the  help  of  the  wood  into 
Salt-petre,  and  hereby  will  arife  a.  greater  profit ; 
Neither  is  there  any  necellity  of  taking  the  Salt  we  ufe 
to  feafon  our  meat  withal.  But  yet  if  you  can  have 
it  in  plentiful  quantity  (as  may  be  in  many  places  of 
Germany^  where  it  much  abounds)  it  will  be  well,  but 
if  it  be  not  to  be  fo  ealily  had,  the  wood  it  felf  will 
make  Salt-petre  enough  ;  nor  needs  there  any  other 
thing,  but  to  begin  the  work?  and  let  Nature  alone  to 
perfeft  it,  and  to  produce  the  Salt-petre._  But  far¬ 
ther,  ssGermany  doth  never  want  (tore  of  wood,  fo 
wants  it  not  fait,  for  there  are  whole  Mountains  of 
fait,  which  to  exhault,  is  a  thing  impoffible  ;  efpeci- 
ally  in  theTerritories  of  the  Arch -bifhop  of  S  alt 
in  the  Eledlor  of  Bavarians,  Country,  the  Diccefs  of 
Berchtsyaden  as  we  call  it^  which  places,  befides  their 
abounding  with  Salt,  do  alfo  abound  with  ftore  of 
Wood.  Have  I  not  reafon  to  believe  that  great  Trea- 
fures  and  Riches  may  be  hence  reaped-  Salt  they  have 
at  their  Feet,  and  vail  Defarts  at  hand,  which  are 
of  no  ufe  ;  O  improvident  Mankind  !  What  account 
fhall  we  give  that  fo  behave  our  felves  in  our  Steward- 
Ihip.  Would  it  not  be  much  more  praife- worthy  to 
have  drawn  forth  thofe  Treafures,  to  the  Honour  of 
God,  and  not  to  have  fuffered  them  to  have  remained 
without  being  ufed,  and  unmanaged  y  what  is  the 
greatnefs  of  the  charge  requifite  to  the  carrying  on 
this  Work  that  deterrs  them-^  What  expence  1  pray  is 
it,  feeing  that  ai  little  fliead  may  eafily  be  built  in  the 
Woods?  Andbefides,  where  great  Woods,  and  ma¬ 
ny  Trees  are,  there  are  alfo  found  Minerals  both  ripe 
and  unripe,  and  the  ripe  may  be  forced  out  by  Wood, 
or  Coals,  the  unripe  may  be  fixed,  or  ripened  by  the 
help  of  Salt-petre,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver  alfo  may 
be  afterwards  thence  feparated  by  the  Salt-petre- 

And  now  I  pray,  would  not  the  Country  be  en¬ 
riched  hereby  with  vaft  Treafures,  and  ftore  of 
Wealth  ?  But  put  the  worft,  if  every  Country  did 
not  abound  with  ftore  of  Wood,  yet  hath  it  a  great 
deal  of  fuperfluous  Grafs  and  ftubble,  and  this  yields 
as  good  Salt-petre  as  the  Wood  does.  And  if  in  cafe 
every  Country,  or  Seignory  had  not  Minerals  of  their 
own,  which  might  be  ripened  by  Salt-petre,  and  from 
whence  Gold  and  Silver  might  be  drawn,  yet  never- 
thelefs  may  they  be  had  out  of  the  bordering  Provin-- 
ces-  Nay  more,  if  fo  be  the  already  excoded  Me¬ 
tals  fiiould  be  advanced  to  a  maturity  by  the  means  of 
Salt-petre,  yet  would  not  even  this  kind  of  work  be 
without  an  acceptable  gain,  and  it  would  be  better 
for  us  fo  to  do,  than  to  hang  them  up  at  the  Walls  in 
ourHoufes,  for  Ornament,  and  Pride’s  fake.  If  an 
Enemy  comes,  one  Ounce  oT  Gold,  is  better  than  a 
Thoufand  pounds  of  Tin,  or  Copper,  which  the 
owner  thereof  mull  necefiarily  be  conftrained  to  leave 
behind  him,  whereas  he  could  carry  away  the  Gold 
with  him  j  which  kind  of  concentration  we  (hall  treat 
of  in  the  following  third  part :  and  in  the  fourth  part 
fhall  be  taught,  by  what  means  even  Gold  and  Silver 
may  be  concentrated,  that  fo  it  may  lie  hidden  from 
the  Enemy,  and  be  iranfported  (under  another  kind 
of  form  or  fliape)  into  fuch  places,  where  it  may  be 
free  from  the  Enemies  Clutches. 

And  farther,  that  water  which  we  fpeak  of,  ferves 
not  only  to  extrad  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  Ores, 
or  Minera’s,  (which  otherwife,  could  not  be  drawn 
forth  by  any  excoding  or  forcing)  but  alfo  for  the 
taming,  and  bringing  to  ufe  that  which  is  in  huge 
Stones,  Flints,  and  the  bafer  Fofiiles  (in  which, Gold 


and  Silver  are  only  as  it  were,  a  little  flicking,  and 
will  not  be  thence  had  by  any  art  of  melting)  and  that 
with  profit  too  well  worth  the  Labour.  So  that  there 
is  fcarce  required  6  or  7  Loths  of  water  to  extrad  the 
Gold  and  Silver  out  of  100/.  of  Ore;  and  if  there 
were  but  2,  3,  or  4  Lots  of  Silver  at  the  moft,jn  1  oo  /. 
of  fuch  matter,  yet  would  it  be  a  gainful  extradion, 
efpecially  if  the  things,  or  fubjed,  be  Arfenical,  or 
as  yetVolatiie,and  cannot  brook  the  intenfenefs  of  the 
fire,  but  are  driven  away  by#ftrong  blaft.  For  in  that 
cxtraflion  by  the  water,  that  which  is  volatile^  isjixed^ 
and  retained  together,  that  it  afterwards  admits  of  be¬ 
ing  fufed,  or  molten,  and  that  this  is  fo,  will  evident¬ 
ly  appear  to  any,  experimentally.  Let  him  but  take 
Arfenick,  and  diUblve  it  in  Aqua-fortis,  and  again 
drawoff  the  water,  and  he  will  be  able  prefently  to 
melt  the  Arfenick,  and  make  it  red  hot.  Quickfilver 
is  well  known  to  be  a  very  V olatilc  matter,  but  yet 
even  that,  (if  the  water  of  Salt-petre  be  feveral  times 
drawn  off  thencefrom)  is  made  fo  fixt  as  to  ftand  and 
abide  wholly  in  a  raoft  intenfe  fire-  For,  that  which 
Wood  and  Coals  do  (in  a  long  time)  perform ;  the 
very  fame  doth  fuch  a  water  effed  in  a  few  hours 
fpace. 

But  fome  or  other  may  oppofe  or  queftion  thus ; 
How  can  it  poffibly  be,  that  if  thofe  matters  be  fo  ve¬ 
ry  poor,  8  or  10  pound  of  water  Ihould  be  fufficient  to 
extrad  the  Gold  &  Silver  which  is  contained  in  them ; 
for  it  feems  as  if  8  or  10  pounds  of  water  w’ere  hard¬ 
ly  enough  to  raoiften  1 00  /.  of  Ore  or  Minera,  but 
would  be  loft  amongft  fuch  a  deal  of  Stuff  •*  Let  fuch 
an  one  know,  that  what  I  have  written  is  poflible  and 
true  ;  I  can  prove  it  and  demonftrate  it  even  to  the 
fight  ^  but  as  concerning  the  adminiftration  of  that 
Work,  ’tis  not  fit  it  fhould  be  made  too  common. 

And  verily,  in  this  flicks  the  main  difficulty,here  is 
the  Art  and  Skill  ;  ’ris  not  for  every  one  to  acquit 
himfelf  here,  and  if  that  the  gold  and  filver  were  ex- 
traded  by  means  of  this  Water,  yet  even  then  th6 
chiefeft  of  the  Art  is  to  know  how  to  precipitate  the 
pure  Gold  and  Silver  thencefrom,  and  incorporate  it, 
which  knack  I  juftly  referve  for  my  Friends ;  for  ve¬ 
rily,  this  is  fuch  an  Art,  as  by  the  benefit  of  it  alone  I 
fhall  renew  ancient  friendfhip  with  many,  and  moreo¬ 
ver  purchafe  me  more  new  friends  :  And  therefore 
let  no  body  be  angry  at  me,  or  count  it  amifs,  that  1 
would  not  publickly  difclofe  fo  excellent  an  Invention, 
and  put  new  Weapons  into  mine  Enemies  hands  to 
hurt  me  withal.  HThis  is  tanght  in  the  following  parts.'} 
And  if  I  fhould  do  fo  much  as  clearly  to  mention  eve« 
ry  thing,  yet  neverthelefs  fhould  I  incurr  the  enmity 
of  many  men,  as  much  as  if  I  never  had  done  it ;  and 
befides  too,  it  cannot  pofj^bly  be,  that  all  things  fhould 
befo  nakedly  and  plainly^ decyphered  to  the  unskilful, 
as  that  they  fhould  prefently  be  able  to  do  every  thing: 
If  they  once  make  trial,  and  cannot  do  the  bufinefs 
that  they  aimed  at  in  their  minds,then  they  curfe  him 
that  writ,  and  beftow  many  a  bitter  wifh  on  him,  as  if 
he  had  been  too  obfeure  in  expreffmg  himfelf,  and  fo 
they  defpife  that  which  is  otherwife  laudable. 

But  if  fo  be  that  the  poflibility  of  a  thing  is  only  de- 
monftrated,  and  no  Receipt  added,  then  they  will  not 
undertake  any  fruftraneous  Labours,  nor  will  have 
caufe  of  curling  any.  But  fome  or  other  may  here  en* 
quire,  Where  fhall  I  find  fuch  a  fort  of  Minerals  and 
fofriles,out  of  which  I  may  extradl  Gold  and  Silver.? 
If  any  fuch  had  been  to  have  been  found, they  would  not 
have  lain  idle  &  waited  for  my  coming ;  others  would 
have  taken  them  away  long  ago,  and  converted  them 
to  their  own  ufes.  I  think  it  expedient  to  demand  as 
well  of  fuch  a  one,  who  thofe  others  fiiould  be,  that 
fiiould  have  taken  them  away  before  thee  ?  If  their 
Experience  be  as  little  as  thine,  and  thine  no  greater 
than  is  theirs,  there’s  no  danger  of  your  fore-prevent- 
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ing  or  deceiving  one  another,  feeing  you  are  all  alike 
ignorant  of  the  thing. 

Think’ft  thou  that  the  number  ofthofe  that  are 
experienc’d  in  Metals  is  fo  large  ?  ’Tis  confeft,  there 
are  enough  Excoders  or  Metal-Separators, but  yet  they 
nnift  per  force  leave  that  untouch’d  which  they  cannot 
find  our,  feeing  they  know  no  other  way  of  ordering 
their  Affairs,  but  the  old  Road.  It  oftentimes  hap¬ 
pens,  that  there  is  more^Gold  driven  away  into  the  air 
by  thefe  Excoders,  than  is  left  behind  in  the  fire,  and 
yet  forfooth  that  Crew  arrogate  to  thcmfelves  abun* 
dance  of  knowledge,  and  perfwade  themfelves,  that 
!  they  Hand  not  in  any  need  of  any  ones  advice.  Nor 
indeed  do  1  invite  them  to  any  new  Studies  and  Ope¬ 
rations  •>  let  all  fuch  as  lift,  ufe  the  fame  way  of  ex¬ 
coding  or  feparation  that  they  have  learned  but  if 
there  be  among  them  ihofe  that  are  not  afhamed  to 
learn  better,  fuch  may  be  counfelled.  My  purpofe  at 
prefent  is, to  do  fome  acceptable  Service  to  thofethat 
i  have  no  Mine- pits,  and  who  cannot  feparate  Minerals 
I  or  Ore  in  grots,  as  I  may  fay,  and  yet  would  be  very 
glad  to  enjoy  in  private  fome  little  fmall  gleanings  as 
’twere  of  the  bits  or  fmall  pieces  that  the  Excoders 
leave,  whereby  they  may  get  fufficient  gain  for  the 
commodious  fuftaining  of  Life.  Thefe  are  they  whom 
I  I  have  a  mind  to  aflift  ^  the  Richer  fort  have  enough 
already  to  fill  or  fatiate  themfelves  withal  ?  nor  need 
‘  they  any  information  of  mine  *,  as  for  the  Poorjthere’s 
I  no  regard  had  to  them.  T  he  whole  Artifice  therefore 
1  confifteth  in  the  extrading  (when  there’s  but  a  very 
little  W ater  ufed)  and  then  in  the  precipitation  of  the 
,  Metals,  fo  that  the  Water  may  remain  good,  and  fit 
I  for  other  ufes.  There’s  plenty  enough  of  poor  Mi¬ 
nerals  and  Fofliles  even  every  where,  and  which  no 
I  body  regards  and  knows.  It  would  not  be  amifs  to 
I  look  upon  or  confider  of  all  Flints ,  Rocks ,  and 
j  Stones  you  meet  with,  and  confider  what  property 
'  they  are  of. 

i  Concerning  this  I  have  written  in  the  Firft  Part  of 
I  thz  ^^i»crallVorl^^  viz..  How  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
j  Gold  may  be  extraded  out  of  a  Flint :  But  as  hither: 
j  to,  few  there  are  that  have  fet  about  that  Work,part: 

•j  ly  becaufe  they  could  not  prepare  the  fpirit  of  Salt, 
and  partly  becaufe  they  knew  not  how  to  precipitate 
j  from  it  the  extraded  Gold,  nor  knew  how  to  melt 
'  the  extraded  Calx  of  Sol  with  Antimony  ;  all  which 
;  I  muft  needs  confefs,  is  not  for  every  one  to  perform, 

'  But  now  this  Extradion  which  is  made  by  the  Water 
!  of  Salt-petre,  doth  extrad  the  Silver  too,  which  be¬ 
ing  thence  precipitated,the  water  remains  as  virtuous 
as  afore  ;  and  indeed,  if  a  comparifon  be  made  ’twixt 
this  and  that  Extradion,  there  is  as  much  difference 
:  as  is  between  black  and  whit^  and  between  the  day 
and  night ;  therefore  I  fay  that  this  is  a  thing  worth 
'  the  learning,  for  it  may  be  of  exceeding  much  profit 
I  in  times  of  afflidion-  Greatly  is  that  pledge  to  be  e- 
I  fteemed  of,  Which  (2s  the  old  Proverb  is )  redeems  its 
!  Lord.  Art  is  no  burthen  to  a  man  to  carry,  but  it 
I  rather  carries  or  bears  up  a  Man,  eafeth  him,  and 
makes  him  be  of  a  cheerful  mind,  becaufe  it  is  a  thing 
on  which  we  may  fafely  truft.  It  is  more  precious 
than  Gold  and  Gems,  which  may  be  loft,  but  this  a- 
bides  firm  and  conftant  even  to  the  Grave,  and  doth 
I  abundantly  enrich  its  mafter. 

This  Extradion  doth  likewife  ferve  for  the  draw- 
i  ing  forth  Gold  out  of  Silver,  tho’  it  be  not  gilt, which 
to  do  is  not  in  every  ones  power,  tho’  many  know  that 
Silver  hath  Gold  in  it,yet  if  it  be  not  of  fo  much  value 
as  to  quit  the  Cofts  that  are  neceflarily  to  be  expen¬ 
ded  upon  it,  it  is  left  as  it  is  •,  and  now  there  is  no 
where  feparated  Gold  out  of  Silver,  unlefs  it  be  gilt, 
and  they  fee  it  flicking  thereupon.  Any  other  filver 
whatfoever,  how  much  gold  foever  it  poffeffeth,is  not 
feparated,  when  as  though,  foimimes  there  might  be 
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made  more  gain  Chencefrom.  But  I  muft  needs  confefs, 
that  the  feparation  of  the  Gold  from  the  Silver,  the 
ufual  and  known  way  is  conjoined  with  abundance  of 
labour,  and  not  worth  the  cofts  fpent  about  making 
the  reparation,  unlefs,  haply,  the  filver  partakes  much 
of  the  Gold :  ^  Whereas  on  the  contrary,  this  my  way 
of  feparating  is  done  with  light  labour  and  fmall  cofts, 
and  therefore  may  be  ufed  about  all  filver  whatfoever, 
though  it  has  in  it  never  fo  little  Gold. 

But  that  the  bufinefs  may  be  yet  more  clear,  and  the 
better  perceived, it  will  be  uleful  to  add  this  informatis . 
on.  When  you  would  feparate  the  Gold  from  the  Sil¬ 
ver  by  Aqua-fortis,  it  muft  firft  be  purified  with  Lead; 
by  burnnig  it  upon  a  Teft,  nowin  this  work  there’s 
the  Teft, Fire, the  fufficient  portion  ofLead, the  labour 
and  time  fpent  hereon  to  be  confidered,  and  when  all 
this  is  done,  then  the  Lead  has  entred,  together  with 
the  Copper  that  was  in  the  Silver,  into  the  Teft,  and 
may  be  efteemed  of  but  as  a  thing  juft  kept  froni 
being  loft.  Befides  too, the  Copper  carries  away  with 
it, a  good  part  of  the  filver  into  the  Teft.  And  altho’ 
that  by  a  moft  vehement  blaft  of  Bellows  the  Teft  may 
be  molten, and  part  of  the  Lead,Copper,and  Silver  res 
covered, yet  the  expences  neceffarily  requifite  to  this  o* 
peration,are  more  than  the  regain’d  Metals  are  worth, 
fo  that  thefe  cofts,  charges, and  troubles  are  too  great. 
Then  finally,  when  all  this  is  done,  and  that  the  filver 
ffiall  have  been  deputed  by  burning, then  it  muft  after 
all  this,  be  granulated,  and  this  is  fome  charge,  and 
then  when  all  this  is  done,  it  may  be  feparated  by  A- 
qua-fortis,  and  being  feparated,  be  again  molten  in¬ 
to  a  Mafs.  , 

_  Now  my  way  of  working  is  freed  from  aU  thefe 
kind  of  linked  Iabours,and  fo  much  trouble  and  lofs 
of  expences  and  time  may  be  avoided ;  for  when  I 
take  on  me  to  feparate  any  Silver,  whether  it  has 
much  or  little  Gold,  I  cut  it  into  bits  about  the  length 
and  bredth  of  my  Finger,  fo  as  that  I  but  put  it  into 
my  feparatory  Veffel  \  then  I  make  it  gently  or  by  de¬ 
grees  red  hot,  to  the  end  that  the  defilements 
may  be  the  better  waffit  off, and  the  feparatory  water 
may  the  better  work  upon  it.  Then  pour  I  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  fuffer  the  Gold ,  Silver  and  Copper 
to  be  diffolved  ;  then  (after  this)  do  I  precipitate  the 
Gold,  then  the  Silver,  then  the  Copper  ;  all  which 
operations,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  are  done 
in  three  or  four  hours  fpace,  nor  requires  it  any  ex- 
pence  fave  only  the  water,  and  a  little  fire,  to  keep 
the  water  warm,  that  it  may  the  more  ftrongly  work 
upon  and  diffolve  the  Silver  ;  the  Metals  thus  Separa¬ 
ted  from  each  other  and  edulcorated,  may  be  melted  5, 
and  now  from  thence  may  any  one  fee,  how  much 
difference  there  is  betwixt  ours  and  the  common  fepa¬ 
ration  of  metal,  by  the  moift  way  5  and  if  there  be 
any  one  that  would  ufe  this  way  of  mine,  of  repara¬ 
tion,  he  Would  doubtlefsly  get  much  gain  and  riches, 
neither  could  any  one  endammage  him  by  way  of  pre¬ 
vention,  and  he  would  get  hirafelf  an  exceeding  pro¬ 
fit  wherefoever  he  be,  not  only  out  of  guilt  Silver,  but 
alfo  out  of  any  other  ^  for  there  is  not  a  City  fo  fmall, 
but  it  bath  a  Silverfmith,  who  buys  up  the  old  Silver, 
and  feparates  it  his  own  way,  which  is  very  laborious 
and  coftly,  and  therefore  he  would  the  willinglier  give 
his  Silver  to  another  to  feparate,  whereby  himfelf 
might  be  fpared  the  labour  and  coft,  were  there  but 
any  one  that  would  offer  him  his  help  thereabouts. 

And  feeing  that  all  Copper  holdi  Gold  hidden  in  it, 
and  that  that  Copper  is  not  any  impediment  in  this  my 
way  of  feparation,  but  is  refolved  together  with  the 
Silver,  therefore  doth  it  always  bring  fome  increafe 
to  the  Gold  and  confequently  more  gain  ;  but  the  la¬ 
bour  Will  be  yet  more  gainful  if  it  be  prepared  with’  a 
feparatory  water,  which  hath  other  Golden  fpecies  or. 

'  things  added  thereto  inthe  making,  and  which  render 

the 
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^he  water  aureous,  fuch  as  are  Lapis  Calaminans, 
Zink,  the  Minerals  for  Ores)  of  Iron  and  Copper  ,ror 
hereby  is  made  a  water  that  is  in  it  felf  aurifei  ous,  and 
which  doth  readily  (in  the  feparation)join  its  volatile 
Gold  to  the  Silver,  and  fufFer  its  felf  to  be  incorpo¬ 
rated  ;  in  fo  much  that  even  fuch  Silver  as  hath  alrea¬ 
dy  bCenfeparated  and  purged,  will  yield  Gold  enough 
in  the  reparation,  if  it  be  diffolved  with  fuch  a  fepa- 
ratory  water,  which  hath  been  impregnated  by  gra¬ 
duating  things.  ^  .  j 

And  even  as  this  fame  extradion  which  is  done  in 

the  moift;  way, by  the  water  of  Salt-petre  is  exceedmg- 
ly  eminent  and  of  much  ufc,  as  being  fufficient  to  fup- 
ply  many  thoufands  of  men  with  food  and  necelTaries 
for  life,  fo  as  that  they  need  not  at  all  to  be  compelled 
to  deceive  or  damnify  one  another*,  fo  like  wife, no  lels 
excellent  is  the  extraction,  which  is  done  by  the  dry 

way,  if,  -y/i.  the  Volatile  An timonialMineras,  or 

Ores  (whether  they  contain  in  them  Gold,  or  Silver, 
or  Copper,  Iron,  or  Tin,  and  what  metals  foevei  they 
contain  in  them)  be  molten  with  twice,  thrice,  or  tour 
times  as  much  Antimony  in  a  Crucible,  and  be  Cby 
the  means  of  lron)precipitated  into  Regulus’s  *,  for  by 
this  work,  what  good  foever  there  was  in  the  f^tes, 
and  even  the  Metals  thcmfelves,may  be  obtained  each 
apart :  for  when  the  Antimony  hath  extracted  the 
Gold  out  of  the  Minerals,  the  Gold  may  then  be  nrft 
precipitated,  then  the  Silver,  laflly  the  Copper  *,  and 
all  of  them  w'ith  a  very  fmall  coll  and  little  labour,  in- 
fomuch,  that  in  one  days  time  many  pounds  of  Gold 
and  Silver  may  be  drawn  by  this  art  out  of  the  Mine- 
ra’s :  and  this  too  by  a  little  fire.  For  the  Antimony 
penetrates  the  mineral  like  water,  and  diffolves  what 
is  good  in  it  ^  and  as  for  that  which  is  of  an  earthy 
nature  it  calls  off  from  it  felf,  and  brinp  it  into  fco- 
ria.  But  it  brings  the  Metal  to  a  Metalline  form  in  the 


precipitation,  which  mull  then  be  cupcllated,  or  pu¬ 
rified  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre-  And  if  haply  you 
cannot  get  Antimony  for  this  work,  than  common 
Brimflone  may  ferve  in  its  Head,  and  it  will  perform 
the  fame  thing,  if  the  Minera  be  ground  and  mixt 
therewith,  and  be  molten  in  a  covered  pot  or  Cruci¬ 
ble,  and  be  precipitated  by  Iron,  for  fo  the  Metals 
falls  down  in  a  Regulus,  and  the  Sulphur  abidesbe- 
hind  in  the  fcoria.  But  this  kind  of  work  requires  a 
skilful  Artifl  or  Melter,  who  hath  already  been  long 
and  much  verfed  in  precipitations  •,  for  elfe  he  will  be 
intangled  therein,  and  not  find  the  wifh’d  forfuccefs. 

■  N  B.  This  is  to  be  under  flood  of  that  kind  of  Mi¬ 
nerals  and  Fofliles  which  partake  oi  Antimony,  Ape- 
nick^-,  Cobolt^A^archaJite  or  Sulphur,  being  (uchas  Anti- 
mony  and  Sulphur  loveto  feize  upon  and  difiblve  in  the 
melting:  fuch  Minerals  or  Ores  as  have  fand  and 
Hones  among  them,they( viz..  Antimony  orSH'phurJmW 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them  *,  of  this  kind  are  Gra- 
nates,  T alk,  and  fuch  like :  fo  neither,  doth  the  water 
of  Salt-petre  in  the  moifl  way  eutend  its  virtue  to  all 
the  Minerals,  nor  extracts  it  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  all 
of  them  •,  butefpecially  it  aClsnot  atall  on  themvvhich 
are  very  fulphureous,unlefsthey  are  firll  Terrified  or 
Calcined  as’twere,and  fo  freed  from  the  Sulphur^  then 
at  length  the  water  performs  its  office  elfe  not.  Nor 
doth  the  water  aCt  upon  Granates  or  other  Minerals 
and  Foffiles  which  are  (as  to  the  outward  appearance) 
fmooth  and  as  it  were  glaffy.  And  therefore  all  fuch 
mull  fird  ofneceffity  be  matter’d  by  an  incenfefire, 
and  fubdued. 

There  are  likewif^  to  be  found  fome  Minerals  and 
Foffiles  which  fuffer  not  what  they  have  in  them  to  be 
introduced  intoeither  Lead  or  Antimony, or  tobellow 
their  Treafure  upon  them*,  nor  will  they  be  forced 
out  nor  cupellated,  but  both  are  and  remain  fcoria>and 
do  retain  that  form  of  glafs  which  they  afore  hadiun* 
lefs  haply  you  make  them  Hoop,  and  mailer  them  by 


a  moll  ftrong  blall  *,  for  by  this  means  they  fuffer 
their  Gold  and  Silver  to  be  wrelled  from  them  •*  But 
they  may  be  mallered  too,  if  you  thereto  add  in  the 
fufmg  fome  Potters-affies,  or  fait  of  the  Lees  of  Wine, 
or  Alhes  made  of  Wood,  and  melt  them  together,  for 
fo  by  this  means  alfo  will  they  be  obedient  to  thee*,  for 
falts  dilfolve  in  flux  all  llony  Minerals,  and  fuch  as  re- 
femble  glafs  and  (coria,  which  otherwife  no  other  fire 
is  able  to  do.  But  to  make  any  more  accurate  deferi- 
ption  of  that  thing,  appertains  not  to  this  place,  but 
to  the  following  Third  Part  of  this  Book',  that  which 
we  have  here  minded,  is  only  to  make  light  touches  as 
’twere  about  Ihewingthevariety  of  Foffiles  and  Mine¬ 
rals*,  and  that,  if  haply  any  one  Ihould  light  on  fuch 
a  Mineral,  out  of  which  he  cannot  extraCl  the  metal, 
neither  by  the  help  of  Antimony,  nor  by  the  water  of 
Salt-petre,  he  Ihould  not  think  it  void  of  every  thing 
or  that  he  has  not  dexteroully  and  conveniently  e- 
nough  handled  the  fame,  but  may  know,  that  the  on¬ 
ly  caufe  is,  the  property  of  the  Mineral  it  felf. 

And  now,  even  as  the  Sulphureous  minerals  do 
cheifly  admit  of  being  feparated  by  Antimony  admix¬ 
ed  in  the  melting,  and  thofe  that  are  Ilbny,  not  fo  *, 
even  fo  the  water  of  Salt-petre  doth  more  willingly 
extraCl  the  ftony  Minerals,  than  the  fulphureou  ones  *, 
but  yet,  if  the  fulphur  be  taken  from  them  by  Torre- 
faClion,  it  is  able  to  dilfolve  even  thefe  too. 

But  it  chiefly  loves  thofe  that  have  Stria,  and  arc 
a  fpotted (€luartjl0:)  fandy,  poor  kind  of  Minera: 
which  (otherwife)  you  cannot  extraCl  commodioufly 
neither  by  Fufion  or  by  Mercury  :  But  that  you  may  ne¬ 
ver  be  deceived  here,  it  will  be  altogether  expedient  to 
be  acquainted  with  both  ways, both  with  this  which  is 
done  by  flux,&  with  that  moift  way  which  is  done  with 
Water;  both  ways  are  good,  and  exceedingly  pro¬ 
fitable  in  the  reparation  of  the  Minera’s  or  Ores ;  and 
that  not  only  of  fuch  as  may  be  every  where  had,  but 
likewife  of  metalline  mixtures :  whether  it  be  by 
melting  them  together,  or  elfe  by  fome  fad  mifchance 
of  your  Houfes  being  burnt ;  or  finally,  if  it  proceed 
from  thence,  that  Gold  and  Silver  do  lie  hidden  un¬ 
known  in  copper.  Tin,  Iron,  or  Lead  now  they  may 
with  eafe  be  feparated  from  each  other  by  both  thofe 
aforefaid  ways,  and  on  fuch  wife  as  that  nothing  may 

The  ancients  knew  not  how  to  extraft  the  Gold  and 
Silver  out  of  Copper  as  the  modern  Refiners  are  wont 
to  do,  but  took  them  together  as  they  lay  and  fo  ap¬ 
plied  them  to  any  ufes  whether  to  make  Bells  great 
Guns.  Neither  was*the  feparation  by  Atpua-fomsfo 
much  in  ufe  in  thofe  days  as  in  ours :  Nay  more,  if  in 
a  Mark  of  Silver  there  was  no  lefs  than  the  quantity 
of  a  Ducket  of  Gold^et  notvyithftanding  they  did 
not  feparate  it,  but  dM  make  it  up  into  money  as  it 
was,  as  the  old  Coins  do  fufficiently  teftify.  For  it  is 
evident  that  all  Silver  almoft,  partakes  of  Gold,  and 
ancients  being  unexercifed  and  not  well  verfed  in  the 
Art  of  feparation, all  the  Silver  though  never  fo  aurife¬ 
rous  was  Coined  into  Money,  or  put  to  other  ufes  *,  but 
their  fucceflburs  fmelt  out  whatthey  had  done,  and 
therefore  bought  up  all  fuch  Money, and  feparated  it,& 
made  thereof  an  exceeding  gain :  fothat  there  is  not 
in  our  age  fo  much  as  a  Dollar,  Schrenckbergick, 
Grofs  Crucifer,  even  to  the  fmalleft  half  Penny, 
of  Gdd  Coin  to  be  had  throughout  all  Germany, 
all  being  changed  and  bought  up  and  wiped  off  the 
Gold.  But  yet  there  is  Silver  enough  left,  both  made 
into  money,  and  wrought  up  by  the  Gold-fmtthsp 
Mark  whereof  contains,  i  or  i  of  a  Ducket  of  Gold  ^ 
and  therefore  feeing  the  common  way  of  feparati¬ 
on  by  Aqna-fortis  cannot  be  of  ufe  here,  becaufe  the 
colls  are  too  great,  and  the  little  portion  of  the  Gold 
will  not  countervail  the  fame ;  it  may  be  done  this 


way,  and  feparated  by  either  the  moift,  or  by  the 
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dry  way,  and  that  with  profit,  though  there  Ihould  be  lefs 
than  |th  part  ofaDucket  in  a  Mark  of  Silver.  And  befides, 
Bells  ever  have  much  Silver  in  them,  neither  was  it  fepa- 
rated  therefrom  by  the  ancients  (as  we  have  faid  afore) : 
and  likewife  old  Tin  hath  a  great  deal  of  Gold  and  Silver 
in  it,  which  was  of  old  wont  to  be  molten  and  wrought  up 
with  theCopper  into  Bells  or  great  Guns.  Many  there  are 
that  well  know,  that  there  is  Gold  and  Silver  in  thefe 
things,  but  how  to  extraft  them  thence,  they  know  not : 
^or  Copper  admits  not  of  being  cupellated  (or  purified) 
by  Lead, much  lefs  of  being  feparated,&  yet  more  difficult 
is  it  to  do  it  by  Aqua- fortis.  But  yet,  it  may  be  effeded 
and  that  with  a  great  deal  of  profit  by  the  way  which  we 
have  ffiewn,  both  the  moift  and  dry  too.  And  therefore 
he  that  fltall  be  well  skill’d  in  thefe  operations,  doing  it  ei¬ 
ther  by  melting  with  Antimony,  or  by  the  Water,  will 
get  abundance  of  profit  out  of  your  old  and  broken  pieces 
of  Bells  :  Nayffiould  he  buy  them  whole,  yet  would  he 
get  no  fmall  matter,  for  he  may  extrad  their  Gold  and 
Silver,  and  then  melt  them  anew-  For  there  is  not  barely 
in  Bells  that  portion  of  Gold  &  Silver  which  the  Copper 
and  Tin  had  naturally  in  them,and  of  which  the  Bells  are 
made  ^  but  alfo,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  ancients,  (when 
a  new  Bell  was  molten  or  founded,)  to  call  fome  God-fa¬ 
thers  or  WitnefTes  (according  to  their  ancient  cuftom) 
who  named  the  Bells  afote  they  were  baptized ;  And  like 
as  it  is  even  at  this  day  the  ufual  cuftom  every  where 
throughout  Chriftendom  in  the  baptizing  of  Infants  for 
the  God- fathers  to  give  their  God-child  fome  Money  for 
plate)  as  a  remembrance  *,  fo  the  ancients  did  do  in  the 
baptizing  of  their  Bells,  as  they  were  flowing  in  the  Fur¬ 
nace  they  call  thereinto  Gold  and  Silver,  to  teftify  their 
affedion  to  Holy  ufes,  and  alfo  that  the  Bells  might  fufe 
the  better,  and  yield  a  clearer  found.  Upon  this  account  I 
fay,  that  ’tis  no  fmall  gain  that  may  be  gotten  out  of  old 
Bells,  feeing  there  never  is  a  Bell  which  is  deftitute  of 
Gold  ahd  Silver. 

■  And  novV  the  welbiiiindedReader  fees  what  ufe  this  ex- 
tradion  and  precipitation  of  Gold  &  Silver  which  is  done 
either  in  the  moift  or  in  the  dry  way,  is  of  ^  and  that  not 
only  in  Minerals  and  Foffiles,  but  likewife  in  metalline 
mixtures  too,  out  of  which  there  can  nothing  be  obtained 
by  any  other  way. 

Who  I  pray  Will  not  now  magnifie  or  highly  efteem  of 
Salt-petre,and  take  care  about  having  it  prepared  in  great 
plenty,  and  fo  convert  it  to  his  proM,  feeing  it  is  clearly 
manifeft  that  fo  much  good  may  be  .done  with  it  both  in 
Metalline  Affairs  and  Medicine  ?  I  do  what  I  am  able,  I  of¬ 
fer  my  felf  to  all  good  Men :  1  f  they  will  not  liften  to  me, 

1  am  not  to  be  blamed  but  am  void  of  fault.  Man’s  Life  is 
too  fhort,  than  for  one  Man  to  be  able  to  deferibe  all  the 
things  that  may  be  done  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre ;  nei 
ther  indeed  is  it  to  be  wiffied  that  many  fhould  know  it. 

But  feeing  I  but  now  treatfh  of  the  precipitation  of  Me 
tals  and  Minerals,  I  think  it  worth  while,to  fhew  the  caufe 
of  that  precipitation,  that  fo  the  ftudious  of  Art  may  have 
a  more  certain  foundation  of  this  thing.  That  which  is  to 
be  feparated,  muft  of  neceflity  be  a  bound  up  or  faft  knit 
body, for  elfe  it  would  not  need  any  feparation  ;  therefore 
forafmuchas  one  Metal  knits  up, or  inclofeth  another, they 
cannot  be  feparated  from  one  another, but  by  the  breaking 
or  deftrudlion  of  the  bonds  which  they  are  tied  withal, arid 
knit  each  within  another  •,  this  deftruftion  now,  is  to  be 
done  by  the  Fire,  both  in  the  moift  and  likewife  in  the  dry 
way.  Copper ,Tin,Tron,and  Lead,  may  in  the  dry  way  be 
feparated  from  Gold  and  Silver,if  they  are  Cupellated  to¬ 
gether  on  a  Teft :  For  then  thefuperfluousor  burning  Su!- 


nefs ;  This  is  the  feparation  of  the  good  from  the  bad,  or 
the  combuftible  from  the  incombuftible, which  is  done  by 
the  force  of  Fire  only,  and  folely:  by  which, the  Imperfe&l; 
Metals  are  by  the  help  of  Lead  converted  into  brittle  fco- 
ria,and  fo  creep  into  the  Tefts,  and  feparate  themfelvcs 
from  the  perfect  Bodies;  and  this  is  a  very  eafie 
work,  and  well  enough  known  to  every  body,  and  is  by  the 
Refiners  called  Cupellation.  But  now  in  this  feparation, 
there’s  only  a  feparation.  made  of  the  imperfect  Metals 
from  the  perfe(ft,but  the  Gold  and  Silver  remain  inixt  to¬ 
gether, and  if  you  would  have  each  apart  too,  then ’tis  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  one  be  dilfolved  and  feparated  from  the 
other  by  amoft  ftrong  Aqua- fortis.  But  if  the  portion  of 
the  Silver  be  more  than  the  Gold,  then  the  Silver  is  dif- 
folved  by  a  common  Aqua- fortis  made  of  Salt-petre  and 
Vitriol,  and  fo  the  Gold  will  fall  to  the  bottom  :  and  this 
way  of  feparation  is  well  enough  known  and  ufed  by  all  the 
Refiners  and  Goldfmiths;  but  if  there  be  more  Gold  than 
there  is  Silver,  then  do  they  diflblve  the  Gold  by  Aqiu~ 
rc^i^,and  fo  the  Silver  remains  undilfolv’d  ^  nor  is  the 
Aqua-regia  any  thing  elfe  but  a  ftrong  water  of  Salt-petre, 
in  which  fome  Sal-armoniack^h  diflblved ;  for  the  commori 
or  Ample  water  of  Salt-petre  doth  diflblve  the  Silver  on¬ 
ly  and  leaves  the  Gold  ;  and  contrariwifethe 
diflblves  the  Gold  only,  and  meddles  not  with  the  Silver ; 
but  if  they  know  not  the  right, way  of  ordering  the  Aqua- 
they  are  wont  to  add  to  the  Gold  in  the  melting  fo 
much  Silver  as  may  make  up  three  tihies  the  weight  that 
there  is  of  the  Gold,  and  fo  they,  feparate  it  by  Aqua¬ 
fortis^  which  (kind  of  operation )  we  call  (hie  ^uartj)* 
There  is  yet  another  way  of  feparation, which  is  known 
unto  themjand  this  is  done  by  Cementation, if(w2:.)divers 
Metals  are  commixt  together,and  they  are  mixt  with  Vi¬ 
triol,  Sal  tj  and  Tiles,  Stratum  fufer  firatum^  and  fo  kept 
together  a  while  for  fome  due  time  in  a  continual  fire;theri 
the  Salt  and  Vitriol  doalTume  to  themfelves  theimperfedt 
Metals, and  leave  the  moft  perfeft,that  is  the  Gold,  alone. 
Cementing  doth  alfo  attraft  Silver  and  Iron,  Copper  and 
Lead  ;  but  this  kind  of  feparation  is  only  ufed  to  im¬ 
pure  Gold,  perfedly  to  purifie  it; 

There  is  yet  another  way  of  feparation,  which  is  ddne 
by  Antimony,and  is  likewife  only  ufed  to  Gold,tocleanfe 
it  from  its  impurity  and  vitiofity-  There  is  alfo  another 
way  of  feparating  by  fufidn,  in  which, if  you  would  have  a 
metalline  mixture  which  hath  Gold,Silverj  Copper,  Iron  j 
Tin, and  Lead  in  it,to.be  feparated  into  its  feveral  kinds  j 
theri  the  mixture  muft  be  granulated  and  burnt  with  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  being  burnt, it  muft  be  melted  in  a  Pot,  and  fo 
by  precipitating  it  either  with  Lead  or  Iron,  one  Metal 
muft  be  feparated  orderly  from  another which  way  is 
wont  to  be  ufed  (as  far  as  I  know)  but  by  few,  becaufe 
they  are  notfo  underftanding  in  Nature,  nor  know  any, 
caufe  why  one  Metal  feparates  it  felf  from  another,fooner 
and  more  readily  out  of  the  mafs  or  metalline  mixture; 
and  fettles  to  thebottorti. 

But  that  the  ingenious  Lover  of  Art  may  have  fome  dl- 
redory,  as’twere,  and  fome  occafion  to  confider  with 
himfelf  more  deeply, and  may  have  a  willingnefs  to  under¬ 
take  fo  excellent  and  profitable  an  Art,  1  have  a  mind  toi 
difeover  the  caufe  of  the  precipitation.  It  is  fufficiently 
evident,  that  hke  rejoicethmth  Uke^and  that  there''s  a  dif- 
agreemer.t  ’twixt  unlike  things. Oil  loves  to  be  mixt  with 
Oil,&  Water  is  willingly  united  with  Water  jbut  not  at  all 
with  Oil, left  by  a  medium  intervening. Hence  it  is, that  for 
afmuch  as  oneMetal  is  of  a  different  nature  from  another, 
that  fuch  as  are  alike,  love  each  other,  and  fuch  as  be  un¬ 
like  do  abhor  and  fliun  each  other  ;  arid  therefore  when 
there  are  divers  Aletals  in  one  mars,and  that  you  would  fe- 


yi»/<r,ln  the  imperfedtMetals,ads  upon  it  felf  and  reduceth  .  . 
its  own  proper  Body  or  Metal  into  Scoria,  and  feeihgthat  parate  them,  it  is  neceflary  that  yon  do  it  by  adding  inch 
there  is  a  great  part  of  Lead  therein, thofe  Scoria  are  flux-  a  thing  as  is  of  affinity  to  the  more  imperfeCf  part,  and  is 
ile  and  it  doth  by  little  &  little  (as  much  of  it  as  goes  into  at  Enmity  with  the  perfeifter  part.  As  for  examp. Sulphur 
fcoria)  infinuate  it  lelf  or  Aide  into  the  porous  Tefts  or  is  a  friend  to  all  the  Metals;  fave  Gold,  and  that  it  hates  \ 


ia) 

Hearths-  But  the  Gold  and  Silver  which  have  no  fuperflu- 
onsS«''pfc«r,  do  remain  unhurt  upon  the  Tcft,  waffitand 
Clean;&  do  now  Ihew  themfelves  in  their  clarity  bright 


but  yet  it  loves  (even  in  the  imperfedt  Metals)  one  hettef, 
than  another  ;  for  by  how  much  the  more  like  they  are 
thereunto, and  the  mere  imperfedt/o  much  the  more  rea- 

Q_q  q  q  _  dll 
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dily  is  it  a  friend  or  enemy  thereto.  And  therefore  when 
the  Sulphur  (hall  have  been  put  into  the  mafs  in  the  com- 
bullion,  then  the  moft  noble  parts  flie  offjand  do  Iheir  beft 
to  free  themfelves  from  the  fellowlhip  of  the  imperfedl; 
and  unclean  metals*,  but  yet  they  cannot  rid  themfelves 
without  fome  aiTiftance  *,  and  therefore  if  fome  fulphure- 
ous  or  imperfeftMetal  (liall  be  put  to  the  fulphureous  mafs, 
then  the  fulphur  laies  hold  upon  it,  and  lets  go  the  more 
perfed  part,  tho‘  not  fo  pure  as  yet, but  it  needs  a  greater 
purification  ;  concerning  which  there  may  be  read  more 
at  large  in  the  Explication  of  my  MiracuhmMnndi.This 
work  is  called  Precipitation^  when  the  more  perfeft  part 
is  precipitated  and  feparated  from  the  more  vile, and  that 
out  of  one  and  the  fame  mixture-  The  fame  reafon  is 
there  in  the  precipitation  made  in  the  moift  way,if 
Jome  Metalsior  all  together, be  diflolved  in  the  water, one 
is  thence  precipitated  after  another  orderly-  Firfl:,That 
which  is  the  moft  noble  and  moft  perfed,  then  the  2  &  3 , 
and  fo  regularly,  until  they  are  all  precipitated-  This  is 
that  moft  excellent  and  hitherto  wholly  unknown,  and 
moft  gallant  Invention  wherewith  I  hope  to  become 
ferviceable  to  my  Friends. 

He  that  well  underftands  this  precipitation, will  gain 
much,but  if  he  only  meddles  with  this  operation  in  a  care* 
lefs  manner,  and  meerly  cuftomary  as  ’twere,  and  fo  not 
know  the  reafon  it  felf,  why  fuch,  or  fuch  a  thing  is,  he 
may  worthily  be  compared  to  an  Afs  that  carrys  a  fack, 
but  knows  not  what  is  therein  contained,nor  whither  he  is 
to  carry  it.  Therefore  I  will  yet  farther  add  a  more  clear 
information,  Iron  precipitates  Copper  out  of  both  the 
dry  and  moift  folution  *,  Copper  precipitates  filver  both 
in  the  moift  and  dry  folution  :  Mercury  doth  chiefly  pre¬ 
cipitate  Gold,  and  altho’  Copper,  Iron,  Tin, and  Lead, do 
alfo  precipitate  Gold  and  Silver,  yet  each  Metal  hath  its 
own  peculiar  precipitation,  and  farther  note,  that  Pre¬ 
cipitations  done  with  Salts  do  exceed  thofe  done  with  the 
Metals,  for  by  them  may  all  the  Metals  be  precipitated  j 
and  this  hath  even  hitherto  been  kept  fecret- 

And  be(Ides,one  Metal  does  not  only  precipitate  ano¬ 
ther,  but  doth  likewife  change  or  alter  it.  As  for  examp- 
If  I  put  the  Plates  of  Copper  in  a  folution  of  Silver,  then 
(whether  the  folution  or  operation  be  done  cither  in  the 
moift  way  or  in  the  dry  way)  the  filver  precipitates  it  felf 
by  means  of  the  Copper.  And  if  I  but  know  how  to  ma¬ 
nage  that  bufinefs  knowingly  and  skilfully,  the  Silver  will 
alfo  graduate  fome  of  the  Copper  into  Silver  in  the  pre¬ 
cipitation,  and  there  will  be  gained  more  filver  than  was 
put  in  the  folution.  In  like  manner,  if  I  precipitate  Cop: 
per  with  Iron,  out  of  a  folution  of  Copper,  then  doth  the 
Copper  precipitate  it  felf  by  reafon  of  the  Iron,  but 
withal, fome  part  of  the  Iron  doth  exalt  it  felf  in  the  pre¬ 
cipitation  into  Copper ;  and  feeing  that  this  kind  of  ope¬ 
ration  is  confirmed  by  often  Exper!ence,there  is  none  can 
fafely  queftion  it-  But  I  do  not  fay,  that  in  fuch  a  grada¬ 
tion  all  the  Iron  is  turned  into  Copper,  or  all  the  Copper 
into  Silver;  nor  did  I  ever  try  it ;  but  yet  I  readily  be¬ 
lieve,  that  it  is  a  thing  poflible  to  be  done  by  reiterated 
workings.  Mercury  precipitates  Gold  moft  willingly, 
but  only  in  the  moift  wa^f,  for  in  the  dry  way  it  cannot 
fubfift  j  but  to  precipitate  it  in  that  way.  Iron  ferves  ex* 
ceilently  well*.  Copper  alfo  and  Lead  are  profitably  ufe= 
ful  hereabout  alfo,  but  yet  Iron  is  better. 

There  is  a  Angular  precipitation  of  Silver  with  Mercu: 
ry,  which  I  will  here  mention.  TheChymifts  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  years  ago,  made  Silver  out  of  Cinnabar,  but 
without  any  benefit  or  profit;  neither  did  their  filver  they 
got  come  from  the  Mercury,  but  from  that  filver  which 
they  added  to  theCinnabar-They  took  commonCinnabar, 
made  ofQuick'filver  and  Brimftone,  and  brake  it  into 
fmall  bits,  about  the  bignefs  of  the  Nail  of  ones  Finger, 
and  made  Layes,  or  Stratum  fuper  ftratum^  thereof,  with 
filings  of  pure  Silver,  then  they  luted  up  all  well,  and  kept 
it  in  a  moderate  heat  for  20, 30,  or4o  hours,  and  by  this 
way  they  found  that  their  Cinnabar,  which  at  firft  was 
red,  was  made  black ;  this  matter  they  cupellated  with 


Lead  upon  a  Tell,  and  fo  got  as  much  Silver  as  was  the 
weight  of  the  Mercury  in  the  Cinnabar. 

NB.  As  much  filver  as  they  got,fo  much  wanted  there 
of  the  filver  they  put  unto  it,  and  fo  there  was  no  Gain 
made  from  hence  ;  and  they  fuppofedfbut  falfly)^at  the 
Quickfilver  extradled  the  foul  out  of  the  filver  put  there¬ 
unto,  and  that  therefore  the  faid  filver  was  rendered  vo¬ 
latile.  Nor  indeed  is  it  contrary  to  Reafon,  that  Argtm* 
"vive  (hould  extraft  the  foul  from  Silver,|  thereby  convert 
it  felf  into  filver ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand, this  exani* 
mated  filver  be  made  wholly  volatile, if  it  benot  animated 
anew  by  other  Metals ;  and  this  is  what  fome  have  done 
and  attained  to,  by  the  help  of  Lead. 

But  the  Operation  which  I  treat  of  at  prefent  is  rather 
an  attraftion  or  precipitation  of  filver  by  Mercury,  atid 
this  precipitation  is  to  be  done  in  the  moift  way,  and  i» 
moft  wondrous  eafie ;  nor  is  it  without  Encreafeor  Gain, 
provided  you  are  willing  to  wait  its  time,  and  ’tis  thus. 

If  one  part  of  purer  filver  be  dilfolved  in  Aq.  /or/#/,and 
in  the  folution  two  parts  of  Rain-water  be  added  to  one 
Part  ofy^^./omV,  and  there  be  likewife  thrown  in  three 
or  four  parts  of  ^uick-Mercury,  and  all  this  be  left  fome 
dales  or  weeks  in  a  cold  place,  unmoved,  then  the  filver 
precipitates  it  felf  out  of  the  Water  to  the  Mercury,  and 
the  Mercury  diflfolves  it  felf  into  the  Water,  and  both  to¬ 
gether  yield  a  wonderful  reprefentation  of  growing 
things,  like  Mountains  and  Vallics,  and  certainly  is  of  a 
moft  pleafant  afpedl.  The  refult  of  which  is  this,  viz., 
if  they  ftandfo  a  long  time  and  (hall  be  afterwards  edul¬ 
corated  and  reduced  by  Lead, then  the  Silver  gets  no  fmall 
encreafe  from  the  Mercury :  But  yet  there’s  no  gain  to 
be  thence  had  unlefs  thofe  out  growings  ( or  reprefentati* 
ons  of  fine  things )  be  fuffered  to  operate  and  germinate 
above  a  Year  :  And  this,  few  operators  will  yield  to  do» 
and  to  be  withheld  fo  long  atimefrom  tlie  fruits  of  their 
Labours.  Now  the  reafon  of  this  operatiem  is' thus t 
The  is  a  moift  and  cold  Fire,  ana  ripens  as 

well  as  the  dry  and  hot  Fire,  but  he  need  be  a  skillful  Ar- 
tift  that  fets  upon  this  Work. 

It  is  evident  that  fome  of  the  ancient  Philofophcrs  ma¬ 
turated  theirllniverfalMcdicine  by  a  moift  fire, as  you  may 
fee  in  Artephius  and  others.  Other  fome  Philofophcrs  ex- 
trailed  a  certain  fecret  water, or  univerfal  Menftruum  and 
dilTolvent  out  of  the  NitrousSea,and  did  thereby  perform 
moft  notable  things, but  they  always  kept  it  fecret,  and  the 
deferiptionthey  have  made  thereof, hath  been  obfcurcd,or 
painted  over  with  Riddles, or  dark  expreflionsjwhen  they 
fay,  that  h  draws  his  fecret  water  out  of  the  Sea,  of  as 
clear  brightnefs  as  the  Moon :  which  way  of  drawing  it 
belongs  not  to  this  place  to  (hew ;  only  thus  much  is  hinted, 
that  out  of  Nitre  may  be  drawn  an  Univerfal  MenftruUm, 
which  is  more  excellent  than  the  Corrofive  Spirit  of  Ni¬ 
tre,  which  faid  Spirit  doth  ifdeed  diflblve  all  things,  but 
after  the  manner  ofcorrofivesjwhercas  this  which  li  draws 
and  is  of  the  clear  brightnefs  of  the  Moon, hath  nothing  of 
Corrofivity  in  it,  but  is  mild  and  fweet,  and  wets  not  the 
hands, or  tingeth  them, as  that  Corrofive  doth  ^  and  altho’' 
fuch  a  water  be  Volatile, and  not  fixt,yet  is  it  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture  as  to  conftringe,  and  fix  other  fugitive,  and  ilnfixc 
things.  ’Tis  a  thing  moft  worthy  of  admiration  to  confi- 
der  how  thofe  Natures  have  a  mutual  love  each  to  the  0* 
ther,and  embrace  one  another,  and  are  converted  the  one 
into  the  other-  And  thus  much  may  fuffice  to  have  been 
fpoken  concerning  the  precipitation  of  the  Metals  out  of 
both  the  dry,  and  moiJft  folutions- 

Let  no  body  feek  to  fifli  ought  more  out  of  me  by  their 
Letters;  but  as  for  fuch  as  formerly  have  been  ray  friends, 
and  even  now  are,  or  (hall  hereafter  be, to  thefe  I  will  not 
deny  any  thing,  always  provided,  that  nothing  be  done  a- 
gainft  a  decor um{2.%  they  ufe  to  fay)or  a  difereet  behaviour* 

But  now  if  any  one  thinks  that  (if  he  comes  flying  frorri 
the  Eaft  or  Weft)I  muft  prefently  lay  afide  all  my  bufinefs, 
and  only  attend  upon  doing  and  anfwering  what  he  de¬ 
mands  :  No, that’s  a  thing  my  Affairs  won’t  permit  me  to 
do,  for  I  have  fomewliat  elfe  to  manage-  And  therefore 

would 
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would  Iforewarn  fuch  an  one, that  he  enters  not  on  fuch  a 
Journey  afore  he  be  certain  whether  or  no  it  Hands  with 
my  convenience  or  not.  For  this  hath  many  a  time  already 
happened  unto  me,t;/z,.  for  fome  one  to  come  with  a  defire 
of  knowing  this  or  that  fecret,  who  f  when  I  would  have 
told  it  him,  but  that  I  had  no  time  then  to  accommodate 
him)  hath  gone  away  ftomaching  at  me,  and  began  to  re¬ 
proach  me  publickly  af..i  e  allMen,as  if  I  were  fome  inhu¬ 
man®, or  mercilefs fellow, and  would  not  fatisfy  his  requeft. 
Some  alfo  there  have  beea,  who  out  ofthe  raeer  malice  of 
I  their  mind  have  divuJgedjthatImy  felf  have  nothing,  fee^ 
j  ing  they  can  get  nothing  from  me ;  there  are  many  fuch 
i  pcrverfe  kind  of  men  to  be  found,  who  make  no  Conicis 
cnce  of  enervating,  or  fucking  out  the  very  Marrow  of 
I  the  Bones  of  others,  fo  as  they  may  be  but  benefited  there- 

I  by  themfeives;which  verily  is  agreatevil  and  inhumanity. 

How  often  have  fuch  kind  of  men  come  unto  me,  whom, 

;  (when  they  have  fpoken  with  their  kind  words  unto  me, 

I  and  alfo  carry  the  garb,  and  outfide  fhow  of  very  honeft 
'  Men,  and  promifed  all  decent  thankfulnefs)  I  have  fatis- 
1  fy’d,  and  yet  have  afterwards  fled  off  from,  and  broken 
their  Faith :  Therefore  it  is  the  bell  way  for  him  who  has 
i  any  lingular  thing,  to  bury  it  over  in  filence,  and  fo  he 
s  need  not  fear  of  being  drained  by  others,  that  know  how 
(by  the  perfwafive  flattering  Art )  to  get  out  his  skill, 
and  give  no  thanks  afterwards  for  the  fame. 

If  1  had  not  already  began  to  deferibe  the  Profperityof 
certainly  I  would  not  now  begin  ^  but  forafrauch 
as  1  have  taken  upon  me  to  finifh  what  I  have  begun,  I  will 
ftand  to  my  promife,and  will  in  like  manner  Ihortly  pub- 
lifli  fif  God  lhall  fee  it  good)  the  third  and  fourth  part. 

And  feeing  that  in  both  the  following  parts,the  melioras 
tion,  or  concentration  of  theMetals,ischiefly  tobedone 
by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  1  was  willing  more  amply  to 
confirm  in  this  fecond  part,  that  which  I  wrote  in  the 
grft  part  of  the  Generation  of  Salt-petre.  And  I  do  again 
and  again  averr  with  the  greateft  afleveration,  that  fuch 
a  generation  of  Salt-petre  out  of  wood  is  very  true,  and  is 
founded  on  Nature  her  felf. 

Now  mull  I  proceed  a  little  onwards,  and  withal  de- 
monftrate  to  the  fimple,  that  the  putrefaftory  Stomack, 
in  which  the  wood  is  digefted  and  putrefied,  and  which 
tranlmuteth  all  wood,and  refolves  likewife  all  Leaves  and 
Grafs  in  a  Ihort  time,  tranfmutes  and  reduceth  it  into 
ij  t)ung,  is  as  the  ftomack  of  Animals  is,  and  this  may  be 
(  done  in  a  moll  vail  Quantity,  as  hath  been  proved  in  the 
'  firll  part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germafjy  ^  and  this  no  Mortal 
Man  can  ever  refute,  viz,,  that  the  elTential  fait,  or  fait  of 
Nature, is  no  other  thing  but  Salt-petre,  but  is  not  as  yet 
burning, or  flaming  upiuntil  it  be  animated  by  the  airjand 
conceivea  life  thencefrom,the  eflential  fait  of  Vegetables, 
barely  fuch,  is  not  fo,  viz..  Salt-petre,  as  hath  been  fuffici- 
ently  manifefted. 

Now  whatfoever  gives  fertility  and  power  of  grovyth, 

.  is  Nitrous ;  if  therefore  there  lay  hid  no  Nitre  in  Mine¬ 
rals, as  in  Hones,  why  would  the  Gardiners  carry  flackt 
Lime  into  their  Fields, and  ule  it  initead  of  Dung  to  dung 
their  Fields  withal  ?  Whence  doth  the  Salt-petre  come 
that  grows  on  upon  old  Walls,  if  not  from  the  Lime  ? 

I  What  is  the  reafon  that  the  Salt-petre  men  do  feek  after 
!  old  ruined  walls,  to  make  Salt-petre  thereout  of, were  no¬ 
thing  in  them  ?  I  verily  believe  that  this  is  an  indubitable 
Argument,  that  there  is  Salt-petre  hidden  in  all  things  *. 

I  For  the  lalt  of  the  World,  or  the  Univerfal  Eflential  fait, 
I  is  nothing  elfe  but  Salt-petre,  when  it  hath  after  a  due 
S  time  attrafted  a  life  out  of  the  air,  to  which  end  my  fecret 
circulatory iiiHrument  was  invented,  tha^fuch  an  anima- 
\  tion  might  be  the  more  conveniently  brought  to  pafs. 
j  ^J^or  do  the  other  kinds  of  falts,  viz..  Sal- Gem,  the  fait 
i  made  out  of  the  natural  fait  fountains,or  fea-falt,  likewife 
all  falts  which  are  made  out  of  the  Lees  of  Wood  a(hes,or 
of  Lime, alfo  Alume  and  Vitriol, all  thefe  are  not  fo  widely 
different  from  falt-petre,  but  they  may  eafily  be  tranfmu- 
ted,and  converted  into  falt-petre  by  the  animation  of  the 
air, by  the  help  of  my  circulatory  vcffel ;  but  for  the  better 
perception  of  the  operation,  I  will  fubjoin  this  Example. 


lil 

Diflblve  as  much  Sal-Gem,  fea  fait,  or  fait  made  out  of 
the  fait  fountains, or  common  fait  which  is  frequently  ufed 
in  boiling  of  meats,or  fait  made  of  Wood  alhes,or  of  the 
Hones  of  Calx-vive,  in  Aq.  fortis,  as  much  as  the  water 
will  afliime  to  its  felf,  or  be  able  to  dilTolve,  and  let  it  a- 
gain  cool ;  then  the  fait  does  not  concrete  or  Ihoot  granu- 
larly,any  more  but  into  longiftlCones  like  falt-petrc.Pour 
offthe  Aq.fortis,or  Salt-petre  water,and  diflblve  ity  Vtz,» 
the  fait,  again  in  a  Lixivium  of  Lime,  and  criHallize  it,  fo 
lhall  you  have  therefrom  a  Natural,  or  Genuine  Salt-pe- 
trc,and  no  lels  combuHible  than  any  other  Salt-petre  that 
is  digged  out  of  the  Hables  where  Cattle  have  Hood; 
Then  again  may  there  be,  by  the  faid  Salt-petre  water, 
more  fait  prepared,  either  common  fait,*  or  fait  out  of 
Herbs,or  Wood,  and  bedilTolvedandcryftallized,  froni 
whence  refults  a  new  falt-petre,  and  this  operation 
may  be  fo  long  repeated, until  all  the  falt-petre  water  be 
turned  together  with  the  fait,  into  falt-petre. 

This  tranfmutation  of  falt-petre  is  perfected  in  fome 
hours,  and  from  hence  may  a  worthy  reward  for  your 
pains  be  reaped,  could  it  be  otherwife  performed  than  iii 
Glaffes ;  and  indeed,out  of  one  pound  of  falt-petre,  would 
there  come  an  hundred  pounds  of  petre,  if  a  part  of  the 
tranfmuted  fait  be  Hill  diHilled  anew  into  water,  and  more 
new  fait  be  by  it  again  tranfmuted.  But  there  is  no  fuch 
need  of  fetting  about  a  work  fo  laborious,  feeing  there  is 
at  hand  a  far  fpeedier,  or  more  dexterous  way  of  doing 
the  fame,  if  viz.,  thofe  falts  lhall  be  animated  by  the  air^ 
by  the  circulation  that  I  have  contrived,  and  fo  be  turned 
into  falt-petre  in  great  quantity ;  which  animation,  or 
hatching  as  ’twere,may  be  done  in  valt  quantity  by  eafie 
labour,  and  little  coHs,  the  air  fas  we  ufe  to  fay)  turning 
or  making  both  fides  of  the  Leaf:  For  one  portion  con¬ 
tinually  kindles  and  animates  another,  no  otherwife  than 
as  a  little  Leaven  doth  a  greatMafs  of  Dough, and  as  a  lit¬ 
tle  Foeces,  or  YeaH,  yea,  as  little  as  will  lie  in  a  Spoony 
ferves  to  ferment  a  whole  Veflel  of  Ale;  the  fame  is 
done  here.  And  indeed, common  falt-petre  may  be  im» 
planted  into  other  falts,  even  as  a  Vegetable  Seed  is  fowri 
in  the  Earth,  fo  as  thence  to  get  in  a  Ihort  fpace  of  time 
a  great  encreafe,  even  an  hundred,  or  a  thoufand-fold. 

But  the  fluggilh  Companions  who  had  rather  fatten 
themfelves  with  eating'drinking,  and  fleeping,and  wholly 
give  themfelves  to  lazinefs,  who  is  able  to  wait  fo  longiii 
the  expedtation  of  this  thing?  Alal^ft>ryc,  yeflbUthful, 
lazy,  and  devouring  Gluttons, with  what  face  dare  ye  fo 
manifeHly  to  betray  your  lazinels  ?  I  pray,  if  you  put  out 
your  Money  to  Ufe, and  have  5  or  6  psr  C.as  we  life  to  lay» 
a  Year,  muH  you  notexpeftthe  years  revolution  afore  yc 
receive  it  ?  And  befides,  you  run  here  a  hazard  too,  leaft 
your  Debtor  breaks,  and  defraud  you  of  the  very  Princi* 
pal  it  felf :  If  you  lay  out  your  Moneys  on  building  Hou- 
fes,  fo  to  make  a  great  gain  thereby,  may  not  your  Te¬ 
nant  be  reduced  to  fuch  wants  as  not  to  have  wherewithal 
to  pay  you,  unlefs  haply,  out  of  the  very  Stubble,  or  Lit¬ 
ter  of  his  poverty  ?  May  not  your  Ships  which  float  about 
in  the  Sea,  be  caH  away  by  Storms  and  TempeHs,  or  be 
taken  by  Pirates  ?  Why  are  ye  not  as  Patient  in  your  e.x* 
peftation  as  the  Husbandman  is,  who  after  he  hath  fowii 
his  Grain,  muH  wait  a  whole  year  afore  he  reaps  with 
advantage  what  he  hath  fown.  Nay,  yet  more,  if  he  be 
pretty  fortunate,  he  fcarce  gains  6  in  the  i®o,  the  coHs 
and  pains  being  reckoned  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he  is  in 
fear,  left  the  Corn  Ihould  be  blited  by  the  cold,  or  being 
near  ripe,  fliould  by  a  bad  feafon  be  fpoiled  and  corrupted 
in  the  field. If  there  happens  a  year  that  is  droughty ,thert 
the  Corn  cannot  grow  up  high,  or  ’tis  eaten  by  the  Mice ; 
but  now  in  the  preparation  of  Salt-petre  all  thofe  Cares 
arefaVed,and  100  Dollars  may  yearly  yield  thee 2,  5,4» 

I  or  more  gains,  and  that  without  any  wronging  thy  Con- 
fcience,  and  without  endamaging  any  other,  and  without 
Extortion  ;  for  if  thou  haft  much  Salt-petre,  thou  maift 
promife  thy  felf  much  gold  and  filver  alfo,  for  there  will 
alwaies  be  fuch  as  buy  it  up ;  and  if  thou  attentively  hee- 
dcH.thou  h-"H  fo  much  delivered  thee  in  my  Writings,  as 

that 


The  Second  Part  of,  &c. 
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'that  thou  thy  felf  maift  fpend  it  aU  on  the  meliorat  on  and 
feparation  of  Metals :  Nor  needcft  thou,  if  thou 
it  good  ,  fell  any  of  the  fame.Nor  there  any  teafon  that 
thou  iliould  be  afiianlM  or  repent  of  fuch  a  ^ ^rk^becauf 
one  man  is  fufficient,  without  any  others  help,  to  m  g 
the  greatefl;  operation  :  nor  need  there  great  exP^nce,fave 
only  a  little  to  build  a  fmall  Cottage, wherein  the  Salt-pe- 
tremay  be  kept  dry.  If  you  have  huge  Woods  at  hand, 
■you  may  make  your  Salt-petre  out  of  wood  5  if  you  want 
wood,  then  out  of  the  dung  of  Horfes,  Oxen  ,  or  other 
Beads,  and  Sheep, or  elfe  out  of  even  common  Salt, which 
we  life  infeafoningour  Meats,  out  of  wood-alhes,  and  out 
of  Lime :  Whatever  it  be  prepared  from,  it  will  not  colt 
much,  for  1 1.  of  Salt  will  yield  theei  L  of  Salt-petre.^ 
But  haply  fomeor  other  may  be  in  the  mind  to  think 
of  demand,  why  Glaubey  himfelf  fets  notabout  this  work, 
and  referve  the  whole  Gain  to  himfelf  ?  To  thofe  I  an- 
fwcr,’that  I  am  not  of  fuch  a  greedy  delire, as  towmi  tor  all 
to  my  felf  ;  nor  will  it  at  all  be  unacceptable  to  me,  it  a- 
nother  hath  likewife  fomewhat  •,  nor  will  it  be  at  aU  lefs 
lawful  for  me  to  do  for  my  felf  fo  much  as  feemeth  me 
good,  as  for  any  other  to  take  his  liberty,  and  to  do  to 
himfelf  as  feemeth  him  good.  Befidestoo,  lam  tiot  ot 
the  rail^^^ake  the  thing  fo  very  common,  but  will  lee 
whofif  ftdthmunicate  ought  unto,  that  fo  it  may  be  ap-- 
plied  to' good  ufes,  and  not  come  into  the  hands  of  the 

Llriworthy.  __ 

The  fir  ft  ten  years  however  Salt-petre  will  not  be  ol  lo 

vile  a  price,  but  that  it  may  be  made  and  fold  to  profit , 
Who  know’S  whether  or  no  he  fliall  live  fo  long  ?  And  11 
at  the  utmoft  it  fhould  after  20  or  30  years  be  of  fo  mean 
a  price,  becaufe  of  this  Invention  of  mine,  yet  in  the  in* 
'■  -t-crim  they  may  all  that  while  enjoy  the  profit  of  the  fame*, 
and  it  may  be  expeftedfrom  the  hands  of  God,  that  He 
will,  for  the  time  to  come,  provide  for  them  fome  other 
Rut  never  will  it  be  fo  vile,  as  to  be  worth  no- 


and  if 


,  _ it  were  fo,  that  you  could  not  make  any 

Money  of  it,  C tho’  it  is  irapolfible  that  it  (liould  ever  be 
fuch  a  drug)  yet  fby  that  manuduTion  which  I  have  afore 
given  in  the  1,2,  and  4ffi.  Parts  ofmy  furnaces as  alfo 
in  The  Explication  of  Miraculum  Mundi ;  in  the  id.  &  ^d. 
Part  of  my  Pharmac.  Spagyr.  and  in  This  Second,  and 
fhallbein  the  following  Third  and  Fourth  Parts  of  the 
^rofperityofCermanyf)  it  may  be  improved  about  many 
eminent  ufes,  and  fo  Gain  be  thereof  made  *,  for  Salt-pe¬ 
tre  is  fuch  a  Subjed,  as  you  can  never  have  too  much  of, 
and  is  therefore  worth  our  labouring  after,  and  our  en¬ 
deavouring  how  to  prepare  it  hi  good  quantity,  and  with- 
aljof  finding  out  what  benefit  it  is  naturally  able  to  afford 
us  ^  for  it  is  even  a  wonder  to  confider  how  great  things 
may  be  done  by  the  help  thereof :  It  is  the  greateft  Poifoa 
and  yet  may  a  moft  excellent  Medicine  be  thereoutof pre¬ 
pared  :  Colder  it  is  than  Ice,  and  yet  hotter  than  any  fire. 
It  is  the  Generator  of  all  things,  and  alfo  their  Corrup¬ 
ter  *,  it  vivifies  and  kills  all  things ;  it  is  heavier  than  gold, 
and  yet  lighter  than  the  Wipd;  it  is  alfo  Fire  and  Water, 
Air  and  Earth,  Male  and  Female  ^  it  impregnateth  and 
fuffereth  it  felf  to  be  impregnated  ;  it  is  light,  and  is  alfo 
darknefs  j  it  is  black  and  white :  There  are  in  it  as  many 
Colours  as  the  world  affords  *,  it  is  fixt  and  volatile,  cor¬ 
poreal  and  fpiritual ;  it  kindles  and  burns  all  things,and 
doth  alfo  quench  all  burnings  *,  it  is  the  Beginning  of  all 
things, and  yet  it  caufeth  the  End  of  all  things ;  that  which 
is  foft,  it  makes  to  be  congealed  and  become  ftiff  ^  aod 
again,  that  which  is  ftiff  or  hard,  it  makes  foft.  . 

OThou  Creator  of  all  things,  How  great  a  vaftnefs  is  there  of  thy 
wonderful  Works?  and  what  a  fewnefs  is  there  of thofe  who 
underhand,  or  know,  or  labour  to  know  it  !  O  thou  eternal  Light! 
illuminate  the  dark  breafts  of  the  loft  Sons  of  the  World  •,  O  thou 
vivifying  fire,  mollifie,  enkindle,  heat  the  ftubborn  hearts  of  ft  uggifti 
Mankind,  that  areopprefled  with  fleep,  and  frozen  with  cold,  that 
fo  they  may  feek  thee,  and  know  thee,  and  learn  to  fear  thee  in  true 
Humility, and  to  honour  &  worftiip  thee  without  Hypocrifie.  Amen. . 


waies 


An  Admonition,  and  fhort  Repetition  of  thofe  things  which  are  treated  of  in  this  Treatife. 


TBat  tie  Friendly  leader  msy  mtikethis  Bookyet  of  more  ufe  and  bene- 
pt  to  himfelf,  1  though  it  worth  while  by  way  of  an  Overplus,  again 
to  jet  Sere  afore  his  eyes  thofe  Secrets  which  have  been,  herein  mentioned, 

what 'lis  that  the  ufe  of  them  doth  confijt  property  in. 

Firft  of  all,  it  hath  been  Jhown,  how  by  the  means  of  Salt-petre,  ail 
Volatile,  and  immature  Minerals  are  to  be  brought  to  a  ripenefs  both  in 
I  the  mcip  way  and  in  the  dry  way,  thatfo  they  may  yield  forth  out  of  them- 
■  felves  in  the  melting,  good  durable  Gold  and  Silver.  Then  I  taught  by  what 
'  way  tkeFolatik,  Arfenical,  Coboltick,,and  Antimonial,  Aurif  erous  .and  Ar¬ 
gentiferous  Minerals,  may  by  an  eafy  labour, be  by  an  artificial  fufion,  and 
extraBton,and  alfo  by  a  precipitation  into  Reguius’s,  and  by  the  purification 
or  cupellation  of  the  faid  Regulus' s,  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  converted  or 
brought  intOTfJe'dn  the  dry  way,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver  hidden  in  them  be 
drawn  forth.  Thirdly,  1  have  Jhown  the  extraflion  of  Gold  and  Silver  out 
of  all  the  barren,  or  poorer  fort  'of  Minera's  or  Ores, which  are  not  worth  the 
charges  of  excoFting,or  the  ufual  way  of  proceeding,and  of  the  drawing  them 
cut  by  a  'fingular  Art,  with  the  water  of  Salt-petre,  and  of  rightly  working 
them'-!  which  way  is  to  be  preferred  far  afore  any  ufual  excotlion  of  thofe 
poorer  kjnds  of  Minera's,  not  only  becaufe  fuch  an  extrahi  ion  is  performed 
without  a  melting  fire,  and  a  Furnace'-,  but  alfo,  becaufe  in  this  extra- 
Hion  there  is  more  obtained  than  is  by  exccHien  or  forcing  ouf.And  yet  far- 
■  ther,  that  which  was  Volatile  in  them  is  fixed  together,  and  retained,  by 
that  Water  of  Salt-petre  -which  would  otherwife  in  a  melting  Fire  fly  away 
in  fume.  And  more  than  this  too.  Gold  and  Silver  may  by  this  moifi  way 
and  that  with  very  eafle  Labour  be  e  \  trafled  and  in  a  due  manner  perfecled, 
and  that  commodioufly  and  with  no  fmall  jirofit,  out  of  any,  the  vileH  Foffi- 
Jet  {or  things  dig'd  out  of  the  Earth)  as  out  of  dife  deemed  Earths,  Dulls, 

.  SandsyindL  Flints  from  whence,  otherwife  you  cannot  extrafl  any  thing  nei- 
,  tier  by  Exechbion  nor  by  Mercury :  So  that  in  all  places  of  the  World  what 
coffoever,  fo  it  be  fomewhat  a  dryijhfoil,  is  to  be  found  fuch  kind  of  Earth, 
Clay  {or  Marie)  Sand,  Flints,  and  fuch  like  which  contain  in  them  a  thin 
cr  [p.tring  kjnd  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  from  rbhlch  they  may  mfitabJy  be 
e3tr.icled.  Verily  it  is  a  dainty  Art  whichmay  be  ufed  in  all  parts  of  the 
World, 'nor  is  it  at  all  burdenfom  to  carry,  but  may  be  excellently  (well,  or 
fafely)  prejerved  till  needre:^uiers.  But  this  is  to  be  notedthat  thefatter 
Earth  or  Clay  mud  frd  be  made  red  hot  and  burnt  afore  It  be  moiftned 
with  the  Water  of  Salt-petre.  For  without  fo  doing, the  Earth  would  al¬ 
ways  remain  thickjor  clammy,)  would  drinkup  much  water,  and  it  would 
not  eaflly  he  fep sr.tted,  but  being  burned,  it  fuffers  it  felf  to  be  extraSed  no 
ether  than  as  if  it  were  Sand.  So  neither  do  the  Ore  or  FoJJiles  of  Iren 
■  which  are  auriferous  and  abound  with  lron,fufier  the  Gold  to  beextralled 
end  p  ecipitated  out  of  them  as  readily  as  other  Minera's  or  Ores  do.  But 
the  Jniijif  there  be  tvirmuth  of  it)  makes  the  Waterthick.  ttnd  pappy  like 


Mud.  And  therefore  you  mufl  put  into  that  folution  a  part  of  common  Was. 
ter,  to  make  it  the  thinner,  that  fo  the  Gold  and  Silver  may  he  the  eafilief 
trecipitated  thencefrom.  The  auriferous  Coppery  Ores  are  to  be  burnt  firfl, 
if  they  are  fulphureous,  if  not,  they  may  then  be  extrabled,  though  not  burnt,  t* 
The  fandy,flonj,  brittle,  and  pebblijh,  FoJJiles  need  no  other  preparation  '  ^ 
but  to  be  burnt  and  ground. 

Likewife  ail  aurif  erous  Irony,  or  Coppery  Ores,  may  be  feparated  by  com* 
mon  fait, without  a  Furnace,  or  melting  flre,  and  that  in  the  open  air  (as  we 
[aid  afore  where  we  treated  of  the  poorer  Coppery  Minerals,  or  Ores ; )  and 
many  hundreds  of  pounds  may  be  done  at  one  time,  and  with  one  labour,  ' 
and  the  Gold  which  is  extrabled  mixtly  with  the  Iron  and  Copper,  may  be 
feparated  out  of  the  folution,  by  the  moifi  precipitating  way  there  delivered, 
and  that  with  a  mighty  profit  and  gain,  becaufe  that  fame  precipitation:, 
hurts  not  in  the  kali  either  the  Copper,  or  the  Iron,  as  to  their  malleability. 

In  like  manner  may  you  prfcipitate  the  Gold  cut  of  any  Vitriol  water, and 
that  in  quantity  (when  it  has  any  in  it ) ;  and  on  f  uch  wif  r  too,  that  the  pre-  f 
cipitation  of  the  Vitriol  fhall  not  at  all  change  ought  of  its  nature and  this  . 

\  is  fo  com.pendieus  a  way,  as  that  if  there  were  contained  no  more  than  on$  ' 
quarter  of  a  Drachm  of  Gold  in  loo  1.  of  Vitriol, -yet  -would  not  that  pre¬ 
cipitation  be  of  no  ufe  or  profit.  And  on  this  wife  and  manner  may  a,U  other  ■ . 
Mineral  waters  be  precipitated.  '  ■ 

Moreover,  as  concerning  the  means  of  eafily  preparing  the  fait  fo  as  tb 
ferve  for  the  extrabling  the  Copper,  in  all  Countries,  but  efpeciaUy  on  the. 
Sea  Coafis,theConcentration  of  fait  out  of  the  waters,  or  the  Sea  will 
afford  you  no  mean,  or  obfeure  Documents  touching  that  thing-,  which  con- 
tration  it  treated  of  in  the  Book_lntitukd,The  Confolation  of  Navigators. 

ButforafmUch  as  there  is  mention  made  inthis  Treatife  of  a  yet  other  cer-  , 
tain  Artificial  feparation  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  imperfebl  Metals,  in 
which,  Antimonial fcoria  have  place,  in  a  forenamed  extrablion,  which  I 
would  willingly  (but  as  yet  have  not)  delivered -,  let  no  body  foconflrue  it, 
as  if  I  either  purpofely,or  carelefly  omitted  tie  fame ;  No  !  The  Cafe  it  far 
otherwife,  and  this -s  the  true  reafon  •,  feeing  this  Bookjnow  in  hand  is  be- 
come  more  prolix  than  I  intended,  1  determined  with  my  felf  to  referve  that 
moQ  profitable  procefs  for  the  f  ollowing  third  part,  which  God  willing,  / 
wib  very  fiortly  publifi),  till  then,  I  entreat  the  Friendly  Reader  to  Apebl 
or  wait  for  it  with  a  good  and  patient  mind. 

Mean  while  he  may  acquiefee  with  thefe  two  ways,  viz.  the  dry  and  the 
moifi,  and  delight  himfelf  herein,  and  withal  take  care  (as  far  as  in  him 
lies)  to  have  ready  by  him,  Jome  quantity  of  Salt-petre  for  the  following 
third  part  jhaU  treat  of  nothing  elfe  but  the  performing  and  doing  of  procejfes 
by  the  help  of  Salt-petre.  He  therefore  that  knows  how  to  naks  it  in  pkny 
at  a  [mail  rate,  may  hope  for  fo  much  the  greater  bereft  -,  and  this  1  ju.iged 
expedient, to  add  here  for  admonitions  fake.  More  fhall  bedifcoverea  {Cod 
willing)  in  the  third  and  fourth  following  parts.  IHd 
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Part  I. 


The 

THIRD  PART 

OF.  THE 

of  (§trmatt)>. 

In  which  is  Delivered, 

The  way  of  moft  eafily  and  plentifully  extrafting  Sdt-tetre  oiit 
of  Various  Subjeds  every  where  Obvious  and  at  Hand. 

TOGETHER 

With  a  iuccind  Explication  offaracelfus  his  Prophecy ;  that  is  to  lay, in  what  manner 
it  is  to  be  underftood  the  Northren  Lion  will  Inftitute  or  Plant  his  political  or  ci- 
vilMonarchy  j  and  thsit  far  acelfus  himlelf  will  not  abide  in  his  Grave  •  andthar 
a  vaft  quantity  of  Riches  will  offer  it  felf.  ^ 

LIKEWISE 

What  an  one  that  Artift  Elias  is,  of  v/hofe  coming  in  the  laft  Days,  and  his  dilclofing 
abundance  of  Secrets,  Paracelfm  and  others  have  predided.  ° 


To  the  READER. 


Friendly  Reader^ 

ALthoHgh  there  are  very  many  Caufes  that  might 
dijf vade  me  from  Pablijhwg  this Third  and  the 
Fourth  following  Part  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany  Prints  {beeauf  of  the  inconveni- 
encies  and  hurt  done  me  by  the  perfidious  Farnner,  againjt 
whom  no  body  hath  hitherto  oppofed  himfelf  ^  but  all  have 
connived  and  winkl,d  thereat and  confequently  have  every 
one  left  fuch  a  perfidious  Treachery  unpunijh’d)  and  incou~ 
rage  me  to  leave  Germany,  a  mofl  ungrateful  Germany 
as  it  is.  Tet  notwithftanding.^  the  Love  to  my  Neighbours 
(among jl  whom  there  are  many  honefi  and  good  Men  to  be 
foundj  who  lead  a  trouble fome  Ifind  of  Life  to  get  their  daily 
food)  hath  compelled  me.  To  fuch  therefore  as  thefe  arty 
would  I  willingly  give  [or  hand  forth']  a  Torch  [fo  to  dt- 
reff  them]  that  they  may  for  time  to  come  fare  better  and 
more  eafily  get  things  neceffary  to  uphold  Life  withal ;  but 
yet  after  fuch  wife^  as  that  they  fet  their  Hands  to  the 
for  the  Gods  fell  not  ought  to  thofe  that  Labour  not, 
but  all  good  things  are  fought^  and  found  out  by  daily  La¬ 
bour  and  diligent  fearch. 

Now  albeit^  that  all  thofe  things  which  are  throughly 
handled  in  this  book  are  true^and  fo  confirmed  by  experience 
as  that  any  one  may  eafily  under fiand  and  imitate  them^ 
yet  notwithflanding^  /  am  certain  that  there  will  be  a  very 
many  who  by  reafon  of  their  ignorance.^  cannot  under  fiand 
them,  and  apply  them  to  ufe  j  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of 
mankind  are  too  much  addibled  to  laHnefs^  and  do  for  the 
moft  part  ref  ufe  to  apply  their  Limbs  to  work.^  but  would 
rather  walk^abroady  and  difeourfeof  a^rts  when  they  are  in 
their  cups, 

J fay  that  thefe  fecrets  of  msnewill  no  ways  profit  fuch 
kind  of  Men  ^  for  fuch  [muft  fir  ft  learn  in  what, manner 
the  [neceffary]  Tnftruments  are  to  be  handled^  and  how  the 


Operations  are  to  be  rightly  inftituted  and  managed  in 
feemly  Order.  ^ 

Thereareabundanceof  Men  who  (tf  they  hap  to  read 

fome  Chymical  Writings,  or  hear  others  talk,  of  the  pro¬ 
fit  ablenefs  of  them,  it  hey)  are  prefently  inflamed  with  fuch 
a  love,  that  they  will  even  wholly  devote  themfelves  to  Chy- 
mtftry  on  the  hopes  of  growing  rich.  And  now  when  they  , 
have  propofed  any  thing  to  themfelves,  and  attempt  to  do  it  I 

if  they  hap  to  have  a  fparkle  of  Fire  light  on  their  hands 

or  that  by  reafon  of  fome  other  ohftacle,  all  things  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  fadge  to  their  mindset  hey  throwaway  the  Tomrs 
and  the  Crucibles  upon  the  Ground,  and  deteft  (or  curfe) 
the  Author.,  becaufe  he  hath  not  Written  clear  enough  and 
that  they  do  not  prefently  ex  trait  great  (tore  of  Gold.  ’ 

Let  not  fuch  as  thefe  at  all  perfwade  themfelves  that  they 
can  receive  any  inftruHton  from  thefe  my  Writinas-  for 
my  Writings  require  Men  that  are  diligent,  whoft  minds 
are  never  wearied  with  labour,  and  who  are  not  floathful, 
and  impatient  of  Labour.  Now  to  the  ftudious  (fear- 
chers)  and  efpecially  to  fuch  Children  (or  Difciples)  ado¬ 
pted  or  chofen  by  God, all  thefe  things  will  be  unto  them  clear; 
manifeftly  evident,  and  eafie  to  be  imitated. 

Forafmuch  therefore  as  1  have  fpoktn  many  things  in  the 
Firft  and  Second  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany, 
concerning  the  making  and  ufe  of  Nitre,  /  do  now  go  on  in 
Goa^s  Name,  and  do  teach  in  this  thirdpartfby  what  eafie 
ways  Nitre  may  be  varioiifly  made,  and  he  fruitfully  and 
profitably  ttfed  both  by  Noble  Men  and  common  Men  \  fo 
that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  whole  World,  but  may  (if  he 
\  plea fe) get  great  benefit  thereby. 

The  Omnipotent  God, the  Author  and  giver  of  every  good 
thing,  befiow  upon  us  to  be  able  to  enjoy  and  make  ufe  of  his 
Gifts,  that  all  things  may  tend  to  the  Honour  of  hts  moft 
Holy  Name,  and  to  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  us  alt. 
Amen 


O  F 
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Part  I; 


T'he  Third  Tart  of 


Of  tho  Pre^irdtion  ofSAL  T^P  E  T  K 


I  Shewed  in  the  Firfl:  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Ger¬ 
many^  the  way  whereby  Wood  may  be  concen- 
tratS  and  turned  into  excellent  Nitre, and  which 
otherwifeis  every  where  for  the  mod  part  con- 
fumed  by  lying  rotting  in  the  Woods,  and  yields 
no  benefit  at  all  unto  any  Man- 

This  Operation  is  to  be  done  with  the  help  or  a  cer¬ 
tain  Prefs  artificially  contrived  for  that  particular  bu- 
Jinefs,the  due  for  right )  defcription  of  which, we  gave 
you  in  the  Continuation  of  Miraculam  Mundt.  But 
the  circulatory  Velfels  by  which  the  Lixivium  of  the 

wood  (or  the  diftilled  Liquor  out  of  the  wood)  is  to  be 
excited  and  heated  by  the  Air, have  not  as  yet  been  de* 
fcribed  j  and  therefore  we  have  determined  to  do  it  in 
this  Third  Part.  This  Figure  therefore  reprefents 
them,  audits  ufe-,  and  is  as  follows- 
'  There  mud  be  two  Boxes  (as  ’twerej  made  or 
Boards,  each  of  them  of  like  bignefs  and  capacity,  as 
the  Figure  (or  Letter)  A  (hews.  Thefe  Boxes  are  to 
be  fo  placed,  that  a  Vefiel  may  be  fet  under  one  end  of 
each  BoX)  to  receive  in  it  (if  need  be)  the  Lixivium 
poured  into  them  :  Let  one  of  the  Boxes  or  Velfels  be 
filled  top  full  of  Horfe-dung,  Hens,  or  Pigeonsdung  i 
or  elle  with  the  Leaves  of  the  Trees,  amongd  which 
Fir-tree  Leaves  are  bed  then  pour  thereupon  fo  much 
of  this  Lixivium  which  we  fliall  make  a  defcription  of 
by  and  by,  fo  much  as  may  fuffice  to  moiden  the  Dung 
or  Leaves  contained  in  the  Box  or  Velfel,  and  a  little 
to  over- top  it.  The  next  day  { after  you  have  fo  done) 
when  you  judge  that  all  the  matter  is  throughly  -wet¬ 
ted,  let, the  Lixivium  run  out  by  a  Tap,  the  which  faid 
Lixivium  you  mud  pour  into  the  other  Box  filled  with 
the  like  matters,  and  which  dands  jud  againd  it-  Let 
thefe  things  dandthus  wetted  for  fomedays^  In  the 
mean  time,  the  matter  contained  in  the  fird  Box, grows 
hot,  and  the  ufelefs  moidure  being  ipod  plentifully  re'- 
folved  into  Vapours  out  of  the  Lixivium,  the  faid 
matter  doth  daily  get  more  and  more  efficacy.^  As 
longas  you  obferve  the  heat  of  this  Box  to  continue, 
and  the  evaporation  of  moidure  to  lad,  fo  long  mud 
it  be  left  in  the  fame  pofiture  whereby  the  Lixivium, 
thus  poured  on,  may  by  its  notable  power  confume  and 
dilTolve  the  Dung,  or  the  other  matters  contained  in 
the  Box,  and  turn  them  into  Water.  And  here  you 
areto  obferve  this  diredion.  You  mud  always  put  in 
new  matter  indead  of  that  which  is  turned  into  Li¬ 
quor,  and  fo  one  Box  may  be  always  at  all  times  kept 
full  of  the  matters.  But  now  when  your  materials  be= 
ingputinthe  fird  Box,  begin  to  cool,  the  Lixivium 
which  now  lies  in  the  fecond  Box  or  VefleL  mud  be 
poured  upon  the  matters  yet  warm,  in  the  fird  Box, 
that  fo  it  may  again  Contrad  a  heat  thence-from  by 
little  and  little,  and  fo  may  dilTolve  thofe  matters. 
And  now  whild  thefe  things  are  thus  detained  in  the 
fird  Box  or  Velfel,  the  materials  that  are  in  like 
manner  put  in  the  fecond  Box  do  heat  each  other,  and 
the  unprofitable  Phlegm  evaporateth :  Now  as  long  as 
this  fecond  Box  vaporateth,the  Lixivium  mud  not  be 
drawn  out  of  the  fird  Box  and  be  poured  thereinto,but 
all  the  matters  are  to  be  left  to  heat  or  burn  fas  it 
were)  themfelves-  And  when  you  perceive  that  the 
materials  cool,  then  the  Lixivium  mud  be  drawn  off 
from  the  matters  in  the  fird  Box,  and  be  poured  upon 
them  in  the  fecond  Box  ■,  and  hereby  the  matters  con- 
aiaed  in  the  fird  Box  will  again  wax  hot,  be  burntjand 


be  turned  into  Liquor.  By  how  much  the  oftner  and 
longer  this  repeated  pouring  cm  of  Lixivium  is  done, 
fo  "much  the  more,  and  fooner  are  the  materials  con- 
fumed  ;  from  which  matters  thus  confumed,  a  mod 
excellent  Salt-petre  may  afterwards  be  made,  for  the 
heat  makes  the  matters  rot.  Now  then  to  make  trial 
(if  it  be  well  enough  done)  take  fome  of  this  Lixivium 
boil  it  away  toa  fufficient  height  for  Chrydallization, 
fet  it  in  a  cold  placeto  dioot,  dry  the  fait  you  find, 
being  dry,  put  it  on  a  live  Coal,  which  if  you  find  it 
burn  up,  it  is  a  fign  that  it  is  full  time  to  draW  off,  and 
take  all  your  Lixivium  to  the  intept  that  Salt  petre 
maybe  thereof  made  by  due  evaporation  and  coagula¬ 
tion.  But  if  you  chance  to  findit  otherwife,and  that 
the  fait  does  not  flame  up,  the  Lixivium  mud  lie  lon¬ 
ger  in  the  Boxes  to  be  heated  and  animated  by  the  Air 
which  is  magnetically  attraded  by  means  of  the  heat : 
This  labour  being  rightly  ordered,  there  may  be  made 
excellent  Salt-petre  out  of  the  faid  matters  by  the  help 
of  a  convenient  Lixivium,  in  ten  or  twelve  Months 
fpace  without  any  cods,  fave  fomeffflall  trifle  about  the 
Lixivium;  neither  is  the  Work  fo  grievous  or  trou- 
blefome,  fbr  there  is  nothing  more  required  but  that 
the  Lixivium  be  feveral  times  poured  out  of  one  Box 
into  the  other. 

NB.  There  are  yet,  befides  the  other  aforenamed 
feveral  forts  of  matters  that  offer  themfelves,  out  of 
which,  Salt-petre  may  be  made  by  the  help  of  the 
Boxes,&  a  due  Lixivium  far  fpeedilier  &plentifullier ; 
but  1  judge  it  not  needful  to  divulge  every  thing :  Like- 
wife  there  may  be  made  a  convenientLixivium  to  pre¬ 
pare  Salt-petre  fooner,  by  and  after  another  manner, 
to  wit,  in  a  dry  form,  without  fuch  putrifying  as  is 
done  in  the  Boxes  or  Circulatories ;  but  even  this  Ar¬ 
tifice  too,  will  I  referve  yet  a  little  longer  for  my 
Friends. 

Nay  yet  more,  there  may  be  (by  a  yet  fecreter  and 
(horter  method)  excellent  Salt-petre  extradled  by  the 
means  of  fuch  a  Lixivium  in  three  hours  fpace,  and 
that  with  mod  great  profit :  And  this  way  of  prepar¬ 
ing  Salt-petre,  I  do  preferr  before  all  the  others,  and 
have  found  it  the  mod  excellent  (Petre )  of  them  all. 


the  Lixivium  is  on  this  wife  made. 

MAke  you  a  drong  Lixivium  of  Wood-afhes,  and 
when  you  burn  the  unprofitable  Wood  in  the 
Woods  into  afhes,  make  by  the  fame  labour  of  your 
Fire  fome  good  Lime  of  dones  fit  for  fuch  a  purpofe ; 
ThenquenchthisCalxor  Lime  with  Water,  that  fa 
it  may  fall  into  powder,  then  pour  thereon  as  much  of 
the  Lee  of  the  Wood-aflies  now  fpoken  off,  as  is  fufli- 
cient,  mixt  it  with  a  wooden  Spatula^  and  repeat  this 
mixing  and  dirring  it  very  often,  fome  days  following, 
that  fo  the  Lee  may  be  made  the  dronger  by  reafon  of 
the  Lime,  and  be  like  Fire,  the  which  has  an  excellent 
virtue  to  putrefy  the  vegetables  and  animals,  and  to 
turn  them  intoburning  Salt-petre.  (Seethe  foregoing 
Figure  belonging  to  this  Operation  noted  at  the  top 
page,  I.) 


Hm 


Part  I. 


the  Profperity  of  Germany. 


Here  the  Cock  fts  that  hatches  the  Bajtlisk^,  hy  the  top  of 
the  ChejL 

A  A  Are  the  two  Chefls. 

B  The  appearance  of  the  Chejis  within. 

C  The  Horfe-dmg.^  or  Leaves  of  Trees wherewith  the 
Chefls  are  filled. 

D  The  Ciflern  or  Fejfel  to  receive  the  Lixivium. 

'E  The  Pump, 

F  The  Man  that  pumps  the  Lixivium  out  of  the  Ciflern., 
upon  the  matter  in  the  Chefls. 

'  G  The  Bottom  of  the  Chefls  full  of  holes, 
j  H  The  fecond  or  lowermofl  Bottom  where  the  Lixivium 
is  kept  without  running  out. 

\ 

I  - 

Another  ivay  of  making  Excellent  Salt- pet  re  in 
great  ^uyintity  out  of  Lime  and  the  Lee  of 
Wood. 

j 

Take  the  aforefald  Lime  and  Wood-aflies,  of 
each  as  much  as  you  will ;  and  twice  as  much 
I  Horfe-dung  or  Cows-dung,  mix  thefe  matters  exaftly 
in  a  wooden  Veflel  or  Tub,  with  Mans  Urine  or  beafts 
Pifs,  and  make  it  of  the  thicknefs  as  the  thicker  fort 
I  of  Mortar  that  the  Mafons  ufe,is  wont  to  be  of.  You 
muft  have  good  ftore  of  this  Pafte  made.  Then  make 
a  certain  arch  of  boards,  which  faid  arch  muft  be  fome 
I  three,  four,  fix  or  more  feet  broad,  and  deep  or  high, 
and  the  length  of  it  muft  be  double  to  that  (or  twice 
as  much,  as  broad, and  deep,  or  high)  according  to  the 
I  conveniency  of  the  place,  and  the  quantity  of  Salt¬ 
petre  you  would  make.  The  arch  thus  made,  muft  be , 
all  over  dawbed  with  the  aforefaid  mixture,  the  thick* 
nefs  of  an  hands  breadth,  juft  as  we  fee  Vaults,  or  Ar- 
;  ches  built  up,  of  Stones  and  Lime  upon  wooden  arches. 
Now  when  all  is  duly  ordered,  there  muft  be  put  forae 
Fire  in  under  the  vault  of  the  arch,  at  firft  it  muft  be 
very  gentle,  leaft  the  arch  (of  wood)  as  being  the  very 
foundation  and  fupporterof  the  (other)  arch  ihould 
prefently  kindle  and  be  burnt,  which  muft  not  be,  but 
be  kept  whole  rather,  Untill  the  arch  or  covering 
thereon  which  is  made  of  Lime,  Alhes,  and  Dung,  be. 
perfedly  dried.  This  done,  there  muft  be  dawbed  on, 
upon  the  faid  arch  formerly  made,  more  of  the  afore- 
j  faid  prepared  Calx,  of  about  an  hands-breadth  thick- 
I  nefs,  and  you  will  find  that  the  humidity  of  this  latter 
mafs  or  fecond  arching  will  be  in  a  Ihort  time  attrafted 
!  by  the  firft  arch,  and  that  this  fecond  pargetting  will 
foou  be  dried  :  When  this  is  done,  there  muft  be  again 
the  third  time  made  another  dawbing  on,  after  the 
afore-prefcribed  manner.  And  this  Operation  is  to 
I  be  fo  long  and  fo  often  repeated  untill  the  arch  be  a 
j  foot  or  two  in  thicknefs,  which  when  fo,  it  is  ftrong 
1  enough,  nor  needs  it  any  more  its  wooden  prop, 
and  therefore  now  the  Fire  may  be  put  thereto,  and  it 
I  may  be  burnt.  And  thus  have  you  a  vault  or  arch  pre- 
1  pared, which  is  a  raoft  commodious  inftrument  to  make 
I  a  quantity  of  Salt-petre  by :  And  now  if  occafion  re- 
I  quire,  and  the  condition  of  the  place  will  permit,  there 
i  may  be  built  or  made  three  or  four  arches  after  the 
I  fame  manner  ;  though  it  be  better  to  have  them  pla¬ 
ced  one  by  another,  and  to  be  of  lefs  magnitude  or  ca- 
pacioufnefs ;  for  fo  they  are  more  convenient  for 
Operation,  as  any  one  that  pradifeth  hereabouts  will 
j  eafily  apprehend  and  find- 

I  Likewife  it  is  better  to  build  this  arched  Vault 
I  which  we  have  called  an  Arch,  long  and  narrow,  than 
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lliort  and  broad,  becaufe  the  Fire  being  put  under  one 
part  of  fuch  a  long  Chimneydike  Vault,  will  very  well 
diffufe  its  heat  to  every  place  thereof,  and  fo  keep  the 
arch  continually  hot- 

When  this  Chimney  like  vault  is  wholly  dry,it  muft 
be  again  moiftned  with  Mans  or  Beafts  Pifs,  that  it 
may  thence  contradi  more  new  humidity, which  we  ob- 
ferve  will  eafily  be,  feeing  w'e  know  that  it  is  made  up 
of  Hqrfe  or  Cows- dung,  and  not  barely  of  Lime,  for 
then  it  would  not  fo  readily  and  eafily  receive  the  hu¬ 
midity,  as  when  Dung  is  mixt  with  it  ^  the  wetted 
Chimney-arch  muft  be  dried  by  the  force  of  Fire  put 
thereunder,  the  which  may  alfo  be  a  little  augmented 
proportionable  to  the  bignefs  and  thicknefs  of  the 
vault  or  arch. 

NB.  You  muft  take  good  heed,  that  the  Fire  you 
put  under  be  not  too  much  augmented,  and  fo  hurt 
your  arches,  but  let  it  always  be  fuch  as  may  fuffice 
to  dry  your  arch  by  little  and  little,  or  elfe  the  Dung 
will  be  burnt  up,  and  the  already  generated  Salt-petre 
will  be  fpoiled,  for  the  Fire  can  eafily  endamage  the 
Petre. 

But  now  when  we  fhall  have  often  thus  moiftned  the 
faid  arches  with  Pifs,  and  fhall  take  notice  that  they 
iyix..  the  arches)  do  attrad  no  more  thereof  {viz.,  of 
the  Pifs )  as  being  already  filled  with  the  Salt  of  the  11= 
rine,the  which  may  be  done  in  fome  four  or  fix  Weeks 
time,  there  muft  be  little  bits  broken  off  with  an  Iron 
Inftrument  in  feveral  places  of  the  arch,  and  thefe  bits 
muft  be  powdered  and  be  dilTolved  in  Water  fo  to 
make  a  Lixivium  of  it,  be  filtredjand  after  a  due  eva* 
poration  made,  muft  be  Chryftallized  and  dried  ;  the 
dried  Salt  matter  muft  be  put  upon  the  Fire  to  fee  if 
it  will  flame  or  not  :  If  we  lhall  find  it  thus  to  be 
and  to  burn  like  Salt-petre,  we  muft  break  down  all 
the  arch,  and  by  the  help  of  a  certain  Mill,  re¬ 
duce  it  into  powder  very  fine,  and  pour  hot  Water 
thereupon,  to  extrad  the  Lixivium  with,  then  eva¬ 
porate  it  as  much  as  is  convenient,  and  fet  it  by  in  a 
cool  place  to  Chryftallize  *,  this  artifice  of  Boiling  and 
Chryftallifing  fliall  be  declared  in  proper  Figures  or 
Cuts  in  the  end  of  this  Work-  But  now  if  fo  be  we 
perceive  that  the  Salt  extraded  out  of  thofe  little  bits 
of  the  arch  do  not  as  yet  flame  up, ’ris  a  fign  that  it  is 
not  as  yet  fufficiently  animated  by  the  air :  For  the  air 
gives  life,  which  the  Fire  ftrongly  attradeth,  fb  that 
by  the  help  of  the  Fire  the  air  and  life  are  attraded» 
whereby  the  Salt  is  animated  and  made  inflammable. 
The  Fire  therefore  here,  is  to'  be  again  adminiftred 
(or  put  under )  and  the  arched  matter  to  be  continually 
moiftned  with  Rain  watery  and  that  Rain  water  is 
beft,  which  (if  it  may  be  had)  falls  down  when  the 
Wind  is  in  the  North  •,  though  when  there  is  no  Rain 
water  to  be  had,  other  water  may  be  fubftituted  in  its 
ftead.  This  pouring  on  of  water  is  to  be  fo  long  con¬ 
tinued  (always,  permitting  the  Furnace  or  Arch  to  be 
rightly  dried  afore  it  be  fprinkled  with  new  water) 
untill  the  Salt,  fticking  in  the  arch, be  found  to  be  fuffi¬ 
ciently  animated  by  the  benefit  of  the  fire  and  air,  and 
be  inflammable  when  you  make  trial  thereof  by  the 
aforefaid  method. 

This  is  a  compendious  way  of  making  good  Salt¬ 
petre  in  quantity  enough,  by  only  Lime,  Wood-alhes, 
and  Mans  or  Beafts  Pifs.  If  you  proceed  rightly  on, 
you  may  get  you  a  great  quantity  ot  Salt  petre  in  a  moft 
Ihort  fpace  of  time, and  that  for  fmall  cofts,&:  in  a  man¬ 
ner  no  labour  at  all.  The  Lime  and  Allies  from  whence 
the  Petre  is  extrafted,  may  be  mixed  again  with  new 
lime  and  new  allies,  and  other  arched  vaults  be  made 
I  thereof,  upon  which  Uiine  muft  be  continually  poured 
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in  like  manner  as  we  taught  alore,  that  fo  they  may 
be  animated  by  the  help  of  hre  and  air  into  Salt-pctre- 
But  if  you  have  always  at  hand  new  Calx,  or  Lime  and 
afhes,  it  is  better  to  make  new  arches,  thereof  in  the 
place  of  thofe  you  hav6  pulled  down,  and  to  imploy 
the  relidue  ofthat,  outof  which  the  Salt-petre  hath 
been  already  extracted  about  dunging  fome  barren 
Soil,  efpecially  the  moifter  fort  of  Ground,  becaufe  it 
is  impolTibJe  fo  thoroughly  to  feparate  all  the  Salt  that 
nothing  abides  behind  in  the  reliques- 

This  way  I  communicate  to  all,  but  I  referve  for  my 
Friends  only  the  way  by  which,  with  the  help  of  other 
Waters  that  coft  nothing,  and  may  be  had' in  every 
place, a  far  greater  quantity  of  Salt-petre  may  in  a  yet 
fhorter  time  be  prepared  by  the  faid  arches,  than  is 
done  by  the  help  of  Mans  or  Bealls  Urine.  Nay 
more, there  are  fome  waters  which  in  eight  days  time, 
we  have  obferved  to  have  been  coagulated  into  burn 
ing  Salt-petre,  which  f^cret  verily  may  be  pradically 
improved  with  molt  notable  benefit  in  all  parts  of  the 
World  that  Men  live  in- 

Befides  the  fubjeds  already  mentioned,  here  offer 
themfelves  to  our  Hands  many  others  which  are  obvi¬ 
ous  to  all,  of  which  fuch  arches  may  be  made,  and 
which  will  yield  more  Salt-petre  than  the  afore 
recited  matters  will  ;  but  let  what  has  already 
been  delivered ,  fuffice-  I  cannot  here  forbear, 
but  muft'teli  you  that  there  are  fome  fubjeds  to 
be  found  which  (without  the  making  the  aforefaid 
arches, though  there  lie  notwithftanding  abundance  of 
fecrets  therein)  will  bring  a  mofl:  notable  benefit,  and 
that  belong  not  to  this  place,  and  which  may  be  chan¬ 
ged  in  three  hours  fpace  into  excellent  Petre  •,  which 
labour  (or  operation^  I  keep  for  my  Friends,  and 
fhould  it  be  divulged,  it  would  bring  nothing  but  hurt, 
and  therefore  it  is  better  to  be  filent:  There  fhall 
more  fecrets  be  delivered  in  the  following  difeourfe, 
where  we  fpeak  of  the  Northern  Mcnarche  ;. 


Here  follows  another  way  of  plentifully  extrali- 
ing  Salt-petre  out  of  Rocks  and  Stones  with' 
out  Vegetables  or  Animals. 

TO  the  intent  therefore  that  it  may  be  fufficient: 

ly  evidenced,and  that  I  may  prove  it  to  be  true, 
that  Salt-petre  is  an  univerfal  Salt  or  Subjed,  and 
Is  confequently  contained  in  all  the  things  the  World 
pofielTeth,  I  judge  it  a  thing  worth  while  to  fet  down 
here  fome  proofs  or  trials  thereto  accommodated. 

It  hath  been  fufficiently  enough  already  fhown  in 
the  firft  partof  the  Profperity  of  Germ  any  ^thaz  good 
Salt-petre  may  by  Art  be  extraded  outof  all  the  fub¬ 
jeds  of  the  World:  But  the  way  of  fo  doing  was  not 
at  all  difclofed-  For  as  much  therefore  as  all  Men  do 
fo  greedily  deiire  it,  I  determined  with  my  feif  to  de- 
feribe  firft  of  all,  the  Prelfes  requifite  to  the  extradi- 
on  of  Salt-petre  out  of  Wood,  to  the  end  that  fo  it 
may  evidently  appear  unto  all  Men,  that  it  is  a  thing 
agreeable  to  nature,  and  that  it  is  moft  eafily  accom- 
plilhable,to  prefs  a  juice  out  of  any  Wood, which  may 
be  turned  by  the  air  jnto  good  Salt-petre.  But  as  for 
the  circulatory  V  elTels,  I  was  not  willing  (then)  to 
.communicate  them,  but  rather  kept  them  a  little 
longer  for  my  Friends,  which  faid  Veflels  I  have  not* 
witliffandingfet  down  in  this  Third  Part- 

Likewife  it  feemed  not  expedient  unto  me  to  reveal 
unto  fuch  as  are  enemies,  the  transformation  (or 
(hangingj  of  Animals,  much  lefs  of  Minerals  into 


Salt-petre.  Yet  however  I  have  done  fo  much  by  my 
Manududion,as  for  any  wife  Men  eafily  to  under  Hand 
the  fame  by  what  hath  been  exhibited,  and  I  have  in 
fome  fort  opened  it,  that  fuch  things  are  pofiible  to  be 
done.  But  I  have  not  fo  clearly  Ihown  the  way  of  ef- 
feding  the  fame,  leaft  1  fhould  take  away  the  occafion 
of  other  Mens  exercifing  their  ingenuity  in  bethinking 
themfelves  how  it  is  to  be  done  :  Otherwife,  it  is  not 
prohibited  any  one  to  feek  a  fuller  information,  from 
thofe  that  have  knowledge  in  thefe  affairs. 

Therefore  forafmuch  as  the  way  of  extrading  Salt¬ 
petre  out  of  Stones,  is  look’d  on  as  a  moft  impoffible 
thing  by  fuch  as  are  not  skill’d  in  this  Art,  1  have  de¬ 
termined  to  deferibe  the  fame,  for  the  fake  and  bene¬ 
fit  of  fuch  as  fucceed  us  3  The  knack  of  this  Artifice 
confifteth  more  in  the  knowing  of  the  Stones,  than  in  ‘ 
the  extrading  of  the  Salt-petre  out  of  them,  for  the 
extradion  is  not  any  other  way  to  be  done,  than  as  the 
making  of  their  Lee  out  of  the  common  Nitrous  Earth 
is  wont  to  be,  concerning  which  thing,  Laz,arus  Ercker 
hath  written  at  large.  The  knowledge  therefore  of 
the  Stones,  and  the  preparation  of  them  whereby  they 
may  communicate  (or  let  go)  their  Nitre  unto  Water, 
is  the  principal  thing,  and  without  that,  there  cannot 
beany  thing  done  in  this  Operation. 

Firft:  of  all  therefore ’tis  iiecellary  that  the  lover  of 
Chymiftryknows,that  there  are  various  Stones  to  be 
found  that  yield  Salt=petre,  wz.  all  fuch  Stones  of 
which  (being  commonly  calcined  by  the  force  of  the 
fire)they  make  Lime  for  to  build  houfes  withal.  For 
there  lies  hidden  in  thefe  kind  of  Stones,  abundance  of 
Salt-petre,  which  cannot  be  gotten  out  thence  by  the 
help  of  common  Water  by  any  kind  of  way  or  me¬ 
thod  :  But  when  they  are  burnt  with  a  violent  Fire, 
they  yield  an  hot  Salt,  extradable  by  the  benefit  of 
common  water;  which  Salt  indeed  is  not  Salt-petre, 
but  yet  may  moft  eafily  be  turned  by  the  air  into  Petre, 
like  as  it  was  formerly  Salt-petre  afore  the  Stone  was 
burnt,  and  now  firft  got  another  nature  by  the  burn-  m 
ing.  '■f.’l 

The  truth  of  this  thing,  viz..  That  there  refides  na-  1 
tural  Salt-petre  in  all  Stones,  which  may  be  burnt  into 
Lime,  may  be  proved  on  this  wife  following  : 

'  Take  of  thefe  Stones  which  Lime  may  be  made  of, 
l/f.  or  y.  powder  it  very  fine, pour  thereupon  as  much 
of  the  befi:  Aquafortis :  place  the  Glafs  in  which  this 
matter  is  contained,  in  a  warm  place  upon  afhes  or 
fand,that  the  ftone  may  be  dilTolved  in  theAqua-fortis : 
After  it  hath  thus  ftood  for  about  one  quarter  of  an 
hour,  take  out  your  Glafs  out  of  thealhesor  fand, 
though  the  ftone  be  not  wholly  diffolved  as  yet,  and 
pour  thereon  drop  by  drop,  fome  Lixivium  of  wood, 
untill  the  ebullition  of  the  Lee  or  Lixivium  poured 
upon  the  diffolved  ftone  ceafeth,  and  (the  noife  cea- 
fing)  you  (hall  perceive  fome  kind  of  Salt  produced 
from  them  thus  commixt,  viz.,  from  thediflblved  ftone 
and  the  Lixivium.  Pour  fome  common  Water  upon 
this  Salt,  fo  much  as  may  ferve  to  diffolve  the  Salt  in  a 
warm  place,  the  folution  being  made  let  the  Liquor  be 
filtred,  or  be  ftrained  through  fome  thin  Linen  cloth^ 
that  fo  the  part  of  the  ftone  undiflblved,  and  the  feces 
may  abide  behind  in  the  Filter  or  Linen  cloth:  The 
filtred  Liquor  muft  be  coagulated  into  Salt  -by  evapo¬ 
rating  it  away  in  a  brafs  Veffel,  then  you  are  to  weigh 
it:  And  now  that  we  may  exaftly  know,  how  much 
Salt-petre  was  in  that  ^fs.  of  the  ftone,  you  muft  pro¬ 
ceed  on  farther  thus : 

Take  the  fame  quantity  of  Aquafortis  as  you  ufed 
but  now,about  the  folution  of  the  Lime-fi:one,and  pour 
thereon  likiwife  the  fame  quantity  of  Lixivium,  that 

you 
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you  ufed  about  the  precipitation  of  the  diflblved  ftonc, 
and  let  there  be  made  a  precipitation,  let  the  preci¬ 
pitated  matter  be  coagulated  into  the  fubftance  of  a 
fait,  and  then  alfo  weigh  how  much  this  quantity  of 
fait  is :  and  now,  as  much  lefs  weight,  as  you  obferv6 
to  be  in  thi^ fait  than  in  the  firft  fak  in  which  the  Lime- 
i  ftorre  is,  fo  much  Salt  petre  was  there  in  that  half 
I  ounce  of  Lime-ltone.  This  is  a  moll  certain  trial, 
i  and  by  this  means  may  we  molt  ealily  find  how  many 
;  pounds  of  Salt'pecre,  are  contained  in  an  hundred 
!  weight  of  ftones- 

NB.  To  the  end  that  the  proof  you  make,  maybe 
moll  certain,  we  mull  ule  the  Idler  Centenary,  or 
'  hundred  weight,  as  being  more  ufual,  .and  more  ac¬ 
commodate  for  the  tryingfof  Metals- 
And  albeit,  that  the  ufing  of  Aqua-  fortis  to  this  O- 
'  peracion,is  altogether  without  profit, where  you  would 
extrad  that  fak  in  great  plenty  out  of  the  Hones,  yet 
I  notwithftanding,  it  is  not  fo  flight  or  trivial  a  thing 
to  know  a  certain  way  of  trying  what  ftones  do  moft 
abound  with  Salt- petre,  that  fo  if  we  have  a  mind  to 
extrad  Salt-petre  out  of  them,  we  may  take  thofe,  in 
which  it  lies  in  a  plentiful  manner*  ■  . 

Belides,  thofe  ftones  which  do  commonly  yield  a 
i  Calx  or  Lime  by  Calcination,  and  which  the  Brick- 
;  layers  ufe  ;  there  are  found  other  ftones,  out  of  which 
there  cannot  be  made  any  Lime  by  Calcination,  and 
yet  neverthelefs,  abundance  of  Salt-petre  may  be 
thence  extraded  without  any  previous  Calcination. 
He  that  delights  himfelf  inthiswork,  muft'^exadly 
know  aforeband  fuch  kind  of  ftones :  Forafmuch  as  no 
body  wouldeafily-perfwade  hirafelf.th-at  Salt-petre  is 
contained  in  them.  Nor  do  I  think  that  ever  afore 
I  this  time  the  way  of  extrading  Salt-petre  out  of  thefe 
kinds  of  ftones  was  ufed  ;  but  whether  there  was  no 
,  body  that  knew  that  there  was  fuch  a  Salt  contained  in 
i  them,  or  judged  it  a  thing  not  to  be  regarded,  this  I 
know  not-  But  this  I  know  well  enough  that  that 
way  of  extrading  Salt-petre  out  of  them  was  never 
[  obferved  and  ufed  in  G’frzw.i«y,though  there  lies  a  moft 

i  notable  quantity  of  Petre  in  them,  and  eafily  extra¬ 
dable  thence,  did  we  but  know  the  way. 

'  Therefore,  forafmuch  as  there  is  plenty  enough  of 
!  fuch  ftones  in  all  places,  and  that  Salt-petre  may  eali« 

i  lier  be  made  of  them,  than  of  wood,  1  could  not  for¬ 
bear,  but  muft  needs  open  and  difclofe  this  artifice  for 
I  the  good  of  the  Country,  and  clearly  explain  it  in 
this  place- 

Therefore,  as  concerning  thofe  ftones  which  are 
here  mentioned,  there  is  fuch  a  plentiful  ftore  of 
them  in  moft  places,  that  they  even  make  whole  Moun¬ 
tains*,  they  are  in  fubftance  like  a  foft  and  tender 
ftone,  whitilh  in  colour,  for  of  a  fliining  colour] 
alhy  colour’d  or  reddifli,  and  arc  eafily  broken,  and 
may  be  falhioncd  into  all  kind  of  fliapes,  or  figures ; 
and  therefore  they  are  frequently  ufed  about  building 
Houfes,  for  the  making  various  Ornaments  about  the 
Houfe,  as  for  the  corners  of  the  Houfes,  the  Doors, 
Windows,  Steps  or  Stairs,  or  other  External  Orna¬ 
ments.  As  long  as  they  are  yet  in  the  Mountain,  and 
not  expofed  to  the  air,  they  are  of  a  conliderable 
hardnefs  enough,  and  do  always  hold  it-  When  being 
ufed  about  Buildings,  they  are  put  in  fuch  places, 

.  whe^  they  may  abide  at  all  times  dry,  or  elfe  always 
inoilr. 

But  if  fo  be  they  are  one  while  dry,  and  another 
while  moift,  and  are  always  obvious  to  the  air  for 
weather]  they  eafily  become  foft,  and  there  fcales  off 
from  them  yearly,  a  little  portion  of  the  back  of  a 
-Knifes  thiclbefs,  like  Meal,  fo  that  they  are  yearly 


leffen’d ,  and  are  not  at  a  II  fit  to  build  ftable,  or  dura- 
Die  Houfes  with-  The  Stone-Cutters  can  eafily  di- 
ftinguilh  thefe  kind  of  ftones  from  others,  nor  do  they' 
willingly  ufe  them  where  there  is  plenty  of  others  to 
behad.^  And  now,  if  you  ftiould  go  about  to  make 
your  trial  with  thefe  ftones,  like  as  you  did  wdth  thofe 
that  they  make  Lime  of,  ac.cording  to  the  afore  deli¬ 
vered  Probation,  fo  to  kndvv  what  quantity  of  Salt¬ 
petre  is  contained  in  them,  it  will  not  fucceed  fo,  fae- 
caufe  the  Salt-petre  becomes  Volatile  in  the  Calcina¬ 
tion  of  It,  and  4:6th  for  the  moft  part  fly  away  into 
the  air  .  and  nluch  lels  can  you-'^.tth.fbare]  water  ex- 
traft  ought  out  of  the  Crude,  ate^t'Calcined  ftones  - 
for  fuch  do  not  yield  any  Salt-petre  at  all,  unlefs  the/ 
have  fceen  placed  in  dmoift  air  for  about  half  a  years 
fpace,  _  whereby  ttfdy  may  of  themfolves  fall  in  pieces  ; 
for  being  fo  ordered,  they  eafily  yield  forth  their  fak* 
nefs  to  the  water  that  is  poured  on  them,  and  confe- 
quently  yield  plenty  of  Salt-petre.  Of  which  thing, 
this  IS  a  moft  certain  Teftimony,  if  (viz..)  fuch 
ftones  are  laid  in  fome  dry  place,  whereto  the  Rain 
cannot  come,  and  we  do  moft  frequently  fprinkle 
them  with  common  water,  and  they  do  thereby  turn 
into  a  powder-  And  if  it  fall  out  otherwife,  ’tis  a 
flgnthat  there  is  very  little  Salt-petre  to  be  found  in 
them,  and  that  the  labour  you  fhallbeftow  about  them 
will  be  in  vain.  But  fuch  ftones  as  grow  foft,  and  fall 
in  pieces,  in  fix  or  eight  Months  time,  do  promife  no¬ 
table  Rewards  for  your  Labour,  vix,.  a  great  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  wifht  for  fait  5  an  hundred  weight  of  thefe 
kind  of  ftones  thus  fallen  in  pieces,  will  eafily  yield 
you  ten  pound  of  Salt-petre,  more  or  lefs  according 
to  the  Condition  of  the  ftone.  The  extraffing  of  the 
Lee,  or  fait,  is  done  with  common  water,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Lixivium  is  otherwife  extraifted  out  of 
that  Earth  which  is  ^igg’d  lip  in  the  Stables  where 
Beafts  Hand  ;  which  way  of  extradling  Salt  petre,  of 
coagulating  and  perfefting  it,  is  clearly  and  perfeiftl/ 
enough  deferibed  by  Laz^ams  Enker.,  heretofore  the 
Enlperours  chief-  Overfeer  of  the  Metallick  Affairs, 
in  his  moft  experienced  Book  of  his  Arc  of  the  proving 
of  Metals;  infomuch,  that  lefteem  him  to  have  ren- 
dred  the  hardeft,  or  moft  difficult  part,  very  clear, 
and  therefore  I  will  referr  the  well  minded  Reader 
thither. 

But  for  as  much  as  every  one  cannot  buy  himfelf  a 
Book  of  fuch  great  bulk,  only  to  get  thereby  the 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  extrafting  and  evaporating 
Salt-petre,  I  have  judged  it  worth  while  tofet  down 
here  for  the  fake  of  the  Chymical  Students,  fuch  dt- 
redions  as  the  aforefaid  Laz.arifs  Ercker  hath  deliver¬ 
ed  us  hereabouts.  For  I  was  never  of  the  mind  to 
caft  off  fuch  things  as  have  been  well  delivered  by  o- 
ther  men  ;  I  only  add  unco  them,  thofe  things  that  are 
mine  :  Let  others  do  the  like,  that  are  the  Authors  of 
any  new  thing,  that  fo  there  may  arife  fbme  benefit 
thereby  unto  our  Neighbours,  for  whofe  fake,  that  we 
may  (ytz..)  ferve  them,  the  moft  great  and  blefTed 
God  hath  bellowed  on  us  fuch  various  knowledge. 

_  But  that  we  may  get  a  certain  knowledge  of  di- 
ftinguifhing  the  faid  ftones,  I  chink  it  altogether  necef- 
fary  to  treat  of  them  more  at  large. 

•  Therefore  although  this  kind  of  ftones  are  plenti¬ 
fully  enough,  to  be  found  every  where  in  the  World, 
yetthey  are  not  known,  or  regarded,  becaufe  we  can¬ 
not  perfwade  our  felves,  that  there  is  any  the  leafl 
portion  of  Sak-petre  containeid  in  them  *,  for  albeit, 
that  an  hundred  pounds  of  fuch  ftone  fhould  contain  in 
it  ten  pound  of  Salt-petre,  and  we  fhould  reduce  the 
fame  into  a  moftfubtile  powder,  and  fhould  labour  to 
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euraa  from  thence  a  Lixivium  or  Lee,  with  either 
cold  or  hot  water,  yet  Ihould  we  i^t  hereby  get  fo 
much  as  one  Ounce  ot  Salt- petre.  The  reafon  ist  iis, 
becaufe  there  is  not  to  be  found  in  fuch  a  ftone  as  foon 
as  ever  it  is  digged  out  of  the  earth,  any  Corporal 
Salt metre,  which  may  be  extrafted  by  means  ot  wa¬ 
ter,  but  there  lies  hidden  only  a  certain  Soul  or  Mag¬ 
net  of  Salt'petre,  by  the  virtue  of  which,  that  which 
rives  a  Corporeity  thereunto  is  to  be  tirft  attracted 
put  of  the  air,  to  the  end  that  Salt-petre  may  aiile 
thencefrom.  And  this  is  hereby  evident,  for  were  it 
otherwife,  and  were  there  in  that  ftone  any  Corporeal 
Pctreatthe  firft  digging,  it  muft  necelfarily  be  extra- 
tied  thencefrom  by  the  help  of  water-,  but  we  hnd  it 
impofllble  to  make  any  fuch  extratlion,  unlefs  that 
ftone  be  before  laid  for  forae  certain  time  in  the  air, 
and  doth, together  with  its  foftnefs, acquire  (or  make) 
Salt-petre  in  a  Magnetical  manner. 

But  for  all  this,  we  know  that  this  our  reafon  fo  ex- 
teedingly  well  founded,  will  not  yet  fatisfiethe  unskil¬ 
ful,  unlefs  we  make  it  yet  more  clear  unto  them  with 
other  ExpreHions,  and  various  Examples  i  but  I  pray 
howls  it  pollibie  to  declare  all  fuch  Circumltances  to 
one  that  is  utterly  ignorant.  ’Tis  too  much  labour  to 
boil  Meat  for  another,  and  to  thruft  it  into  his  Mouth 
too.  It  is  furely  fuflrcient  enough  to  have  fhown  the 
truth,'  and  difcovered  the  w^ay  by  which  the  operation 
is  to  be  contrived,  though  all  things  be  not  founded  on 
fuch  palpable  Reafons. 

But  forafmuch,  as  the  work,  which  I  treat  at  pre- 
feuc  of,  is  an  altogether  new  thing,  and  unknown  to 
any  men,the  neceffity  of  the  thing  requires, that  we  do 
h  little  more  openly  and  clearly  exhibitfand  let  down) 

the  whole  knack.  , 

-  We  prefuppofe,  that  it  is  a  thing  well  known  alrea¬ 
dy,  even  to  all,  that  each  thing.hath  in  it  its  peculiar 
iiiagnet,  by  the  benefit  of  which,  it  attrafteth  unto  it 
felf  from  the  air,  or  earth,  whatfoever  is  profitable 
f6r  if,  andefpecially,  becaufe  we  have  largely  treated 
thereof  in  our  Works  *,  infomuch,  that  we  deem  it 
Altogether  ntedlefs  to  repeat  the  fame  here.  However 
’tis  requifite  that  1  add  thus  much,  viz..  That  the  Mi* 
nerals  do  abound  with  a  certain  Magnetick  Virtue, 
more  than  other  things  do  ;  and  that  they  do  attrad 
their  Life,  Figure,  or  Shape,  andElfence,  out  of  the 
air,  like  as  thejAnimals  do,,  that  fo  they  may  be  nou- 
iillied,  andjcncreafe  ; ; but  being  deftitute,  or  depri¬ 
ved  thereof,  they  are  obferved  to  be  as  it  were  dead, 
and  bound,  or  wholly  void  of  vigor. 

As  for  Example-  Let  the  Mlnera,  or  Ore  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  or  Aiura,  bp'digg’d  out  pf'the  Earth,  that  the 
Vitriol,  .or  Alum  , in  this  Minera,  be  already  duly  di- 
geftqdand  ripened,  tlje  fait  may  even  prefeptly  be  ex* 
traded  thereout  oE^^witb  conrmon  watef  But  if  they 
fiavejiot  as  ye^  attained  their  full  maturity,  ithere  is  po 
fait  extraded:  thence,  unlefs  the  Minera  be  firft  terri¬ 
fied, 'or'calciried.  Nay  more,  a’Minera,  or  Ore,  that 
IS  yet  iefs  fipe,  will  not  yield  any  Salt,  neither  by 
the  force  bf  . the  fire,  nor  withoutit ;  but  mull:  be  yet 
Tartherixppfed  tothe  ai?  for  feme  time,  that  fo  it 
inay'fii-.fl.’attr,ad  that  out-  of  the  air,  that  is  requifite 
to  make ‘Vifriofor  Alum- of,  and  thus  (thefe  things 
bein^firft  done)  the  Alum, ior  Vitriol,  is  moft  eafily 
gotten  thereout  of,  by  a  copvenient  Extradion  and 
Evaporation-  '  . 

■  We  nia<^  ntehtion  in  the  lecqpd  part  of  the  Fhtio- 
fo^hical  purnAces^_  of  a  certain  Minera,  or  Qre  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  whic(i  is'  plentifully  foup'd  at  [^Herckerodet  in 
nicking  ^ in  that  Earth,  which  in  that  place 
•they  make  their.  Crucibles  or 'ftois,  in  great  quantity 
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with  j  and  we  fhewed  a  way  of  making  a  red  and 
fweetOil  of  Vitriol  thereof,  yet  with  this  Caution, 
vi7i.  That  we  fhall  not  have  from  the  faid  Minera,  not 
theleaft  portion*t  all  of  this  Oil,  if  we  do  not  ex- 
pofe  it,  bFPken  in  bits,  to  the  cold  air,  for  half  a 
year,  that  fo  it  may  fall  into  powder.  Such  as  have 
heeded  this  going  to  work,  have  made  thereof  amoft 
fweet  Oil  i  but  fuch  as  havenegleded  the  doing  this, 
which  I  publiOied  out  of  a  lincere  heart,  and  have  re¬ 
duced  the  faid  Mineral  into  fine  powder,  and  labour¬ 
ed  to  extrad  a  fait  thencefrom,  by  boiling  it  in  fim* 
pie  water,  beftowed  their  labour  in  vain,  becaufe  of 
their  refufingto  expofe  that  Minera  for  a  while  to  the 
air,  and  they  received  not  fo  much  as  one  Grane  of 
Vitriol;  and  thereupon  they  tookoccafion to  flander 
me,  and  toaccufe  me  of  Lying. 

But  now,  when  they  have  oblerved  that  this  Mine¬ 
ral  that  they  call  away,  being  expofed  to  the  air,  had 
attraded  therefrom  a  fait  by  its  Magnetick  Virtue, 
when  it  had  Iain  fo  long  as  to  mould  into  powder  of 
its  own  accord,  and  that  thereout  of  a  Vitriol  doth 
proceed,  they  were  enforced  to  believe  that  there  lay 
hidden  fome  Vitriol  in  thofe  ftones ;  which  notwith- 
ftanding,  could  not  be  extraded  by  means  of  water, 
and  fo  they  have  afterward  publickly  confelTed,  that 
what  they  afore  gainfay’d,  or  oppos’d,  was  agreeable 
to  the  truth. 

Thus  likewife,  there  are  various  forts  of  Copper 
fOres)  endued  with  an  attradive  power,  and  upon 
that  account,  there  cannot  be  feparated  any  Metal,  by 
fu-fion,  when  it  is  firft  taken  out  of  the  Earth,  unlefs 
we  have  firft  expofed  it  for  fome  Months  unto  the 
Air- 

Every  Nitrous  Earth,  out  of  whi-ch  Salt-petre  hath 
already  been  extraded,  doth  (when  it  is  again  expo- 
fed  to  the  air  J  attrad  Salt-petre  anew,  and  this  we 
obferve  to  happen  in  all  Wood-alhes,  but  efpeciallyin 
Lime- ftones  Calcined ;  for,  it  attradeth  more  fait 
out  of  the  air,  than  its  weight  was  afore  its  being  Cal¬ 
cined.  For,  at  the  firft  time,  you  will  fcarce  get  ij, 
or  fiy.tb.  of  fait  out  of  a  centenary, or  hundred  weight-, 
now  by  how  much  the  longer  it  lies  expofed  to  the  air 
afterwards,  fo  much  the  more  plenty  of  fait  doth  it 
yield,  as  is  fufEciently  well  known  already.  He  that 
is  ignorant  of  that  we  fpeak,  or  elfe  cannot  under- 
ftand  it,  let  him  make  trial,  and  he  fhall  find  that 
what  we  fay  is  a  truth.  Such  as  are  Ideots  do  extreara- 
ly  need  thefe  kind  of  Admonitions,  that  fo,  the  bufi- 
nefs  being  the  better  underftood,  we  may  take  from 
them  all  occafion  of  ignorantly  detrading  from  my 
Writings. 

1  fay  again,  that  if  the  ftones  which  we  here  treat 
of,  are  but  well  known,  though  they  do  not  at  the  firft 
yield  any  fait,  by  endeavouring  to  extrad  it  with  fim- 
ple  water,  yet  isthere  no  difficulty  at  all  therein,  nor 
Ihould  we  at  all  mind  that,  but  let  them  only  be  left 
in  the  air  for  fome  due  time,  and  by  this  means  they 
will  plentifully  enough  attrad,  and  yield  us,  by  a  con¬ 
venient  extradion,  good  Salt=petre.  The  Ancients 
did  extrad  Sak-petre,  chiefly  out  of  ftones,  which 
way  of  Extradion  is  now  wholly  loft,  or  out  of  ufe* 
All  the  Europeans  do  now  extrad  their  Salt-petre  out 
of  the  Earth  of  the  Stables  where  Beafts  ftand  ^  al¬ 
beit,  that  the  very  Name  it  felf  of  Salt-petre, doth  de¬ 
clare,  what  matter  it  was  firft  produced  out  of,  wz.. 
out  of  Rocks  and  ftones :  For  kis  as  much  as  to  fay, 
fait  educed  out  of  Rocks. 

Nay,  even  to  this  day  there  is  Sftt-petre  extraded 
out  of  Rocks  in  the  E.tJt- Indies^  the  which  they  tran- 
fport  thence  in  Ships  into  our  Lands :  Our  Common¬ 
wealth 
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wealth  of  Amfterdam  only  doth  yearly  receive  fome 
thoufands  of  hundreds  of  that  Salt,  which  is  extradled 
out  of  the  bare  Rocks  without  the  addition  of  any 
other  thing ,  I  wonder  what  the  reafon  is,  that,  that 
way  of  extrading  is  unknown  to  us  Germans ;  furely 
!  I  impute  it  meerly  to  the  want  of  skill  to  manage 
I  this  bufinefs. 

Thus  therefore  do  we  think  we  have  fufficiently  de= 

:  dared  that  Nitre  may  in  very  deed  be  extraded  out 
i  of  ftones  ;  and  that  fo  clearly  that  I  cannot  fee  what 
reafon  any  have  to  misbelieve  my  words. 

But  now  that  the  certainty  of  the  thing  may  be  the 
i  more  apparent,  and  that  no  body  may  think  it  a  fable, 
that  Salt-petre  may  be  extraded  out  of  ftones,  we  will 
i  Ihew  fome  places  in  which  Salt- Petre  lies  in  the  ftones 
;  in  a  molt  plenteous  manner :  And  although  that  there 
are  fundry  fuch  places  that  off'er  themfelvcs  unto  us, 
i  where  the  ftones  contain  Salt-petre  in  them,  we  will 
i  demonftrate  the  verity  of  this  in  thofe  places  we  have 
;  lived  in,  for  ’cis  irapoflible  for  us  exprelly  to  pronounce 
I  fuch  or  fuch  a  Mountain  in  this  or  that  Country  full  of  * 
i  Salt'Petrej  which  places  we  never  faw.  *Tis  not 
:  given  us  to  fearch  all  places  of  the  Earth,  but  fuch 
I  places  as  we  have  feen  and  come  to,  we  have  left  but 
j  few  things  in  them  untoucht,  whofe  nature  we  have 
'  not  throughly  examined. 

,  Therefore  for  Examples  fake,  we  will  take  fome 
I  part  out  of  our  own  Country,  and  exhibit  or  (hew  unto 
all  Men,  thofe  ftones  which  are  therein  found  to  parti- 
i  dpate  of  Salt-petre,  any  one  that  is  ftudious  in  thefe 
I  affairs  may  do  the  fame  in  other  places,  and  make  a 
I  diligent  inquiry  into  them,  and  he  will  find  that  almoft 
all  Mountains  are  filled  therewith,  and  yet  is  known  to 
none  or  at  leaft-wife  to  but  a  very  few.  In  Francia^ 

\  (pvFraticonia')  and  indeed  at  Kuaing  where  I  dwelt  be¬ 
fore  I  came  to  Holl.mdy  I  often  went  into  the  Field  in 
clear  weather,  with  an  intent  to  fearch  out  Minerals, 
i  and  although  that  fundry  Men  ignorant  of  (fuch)  bufi- 
neffes,  do  report  that  there  are  not  any  Minerals  atall 
j  to  be  found  in  Franconia^  and  that  never  any  Veins  of 
;  Gold  or  any  other  Metal  have  been  found  there,  be- 
caufe  all  the  Inhabitants  do  live  contentedly  with  the 
plentiful  prove nue  of  Wine  and  Corn  ;  nor  do  they 
labour  about  finding  out  any  other  Treafures  (for  there 
is  not  any  Country  in  all  Germany  in  which  is  gathered 
i  more  abundance  of  Wine,  and  of  a  better  fort,  than  in 
I  Franconia  aforefaid  i  which  gathering  of  Wine  is  to  be 
I  accorapted  to  the  Franks  or  Franconians  inftead  of 
i  Mine-pits,  and  yield  them  imployraent  enough)  yet 
i  neverthelefs  forafmuch  as  my  mind  was  ever  bent 
i  that  way,  and  I  was  naturally  inclined  to  fearch  very 
I  inwardly  into  thofe  things  which  offer  themfelvesunto 
I  us,  amongft  the  wonderful  works  of  the  moft  great 
i  and  glorious  God,  I  could  not  omit  the  vifiting  fuch 
;  places,  which  feemed  to  all  Men  as  unfit  for  bringing 
forth  Minerals,  and  which  were  judged  to  be  clearly 
i  void  of  the  fame,  as  being  willing  to  try  whether  or 
'  no  fome  things,  that  others  knew  not  of  might  not 
offer  themfelves  unto  me.  Nor  was  my  hopes  in  vain, 
for  I  found  far  more  than  my  expedation  was,  and 
ifnecefiity  required  I  could  (hew  thofe  very  places. 

But  forafmuch  as  I  have  propofed  to  my  felf,  here 
to  (hew  fuch  places  only  in  which  Salt-petre  may  be 
plentifully  made,  I  will  at  this  timepafs  by  the  other 
'  Minerals  in  filence :  Yet  fo,  as  not  wholly  to  leave 
fuch  things,  as  offer  themfelves  in  the  way,  untoucht. 

J  will  therefore  take  in  hand  fome  part  of  the  Rhme^ 
which  is  between  and  and  will 

!  will  very  briefly  (for  my  purpofe  is  not  to  write  a 
1  Chronicle )  (hew  what  trealhres  the  moft  Great  and 


Bieffed  GGD  hath  vouchfafed  unto  thofe  places,  be- 
(ides  Wine  and  Corn  fo  plentifully  abounding  there. 

Kitz^ing  is  an  Eminent  1  own  and  well  built,  belongs 
to  the  Bilhoprick  of  Wurtsburg^  and  is  founded  upon 
Lime-ftone,  and  therefore  the  foil  is  very  fruitful  ; 
and  yields  Wine  and  Corn  in  abundance.  But  as 
foon  as  ever  we  are  pad  over  the  Bridge  of  the  Mhene^ 
the  Earth  begins  to  be  fandy,  and  has  abundance  of 
Flints  in  it,  which  contain  in  them  fome  Gold  as  welf* 
as  Iron.  The  manner  of  extra<fting  it,  is  deferibed  in 
the  fecond  Part  of  the  Profptrityoj  Germany  ^  and  is  con 
firmed  in  this  third  Parr. 

About  a  mile  diftance  eppoflte  to  the  faid  City  is 
fituated  an  high  Mountain,  very  full  of  huge 
Trees,  in  this  Mountain  are  various  Caftles  for 
Houfes)  the  chief  of  which  is  the  CojJH  Caltle,  which 
is  the  Hoilfe  belonging  by  fucceflion  to  -the  Lords  of 
the  County  Cojfel :  At  the  bottom  of  the  Mountain 
there  is  a  Village  of  the  fame  name,  belonging  to  the 
faid  Caftlefor  Palace- )  In  this  Village  there  are  a- 
bundanceof  Springs,  the  Waters  of  moft  of  them  I 
have  often  times  tafted,  and  have  perceived  th*em  to 
be  mightily  impregnated  with  Salt-petre,  infqmuch 
that  the  Beafts  do  altogether  (hun  ttie  drinking  of 
them,  much  lefs  can  Men  ufe  them  about  the  boiling 
of  their  Viduals  :  Yet  fome  of  them  yield  fweec  wa¬ 
ter  very  fit  for  dorneftick  affairs.  Thefe  Nitrous 
Fountains  are  of  no  ufe,  nor  do  they  efied  ought,  favo 
that  they  drive  fome  Mills,  and  ruiiithrough  the  Village 
a  particular  way  afore  they  fall  into  the  Mhene, 

And  forafmuch  as  the  aforefaid  Earls  have  known 
that  the  chief  part  (or  moft  part)  of  the  faid  Foun¬ 
tains  are  wholefome  by  reafon  of  the  plenty  of  Salt¬ 
petre  in  them  ;  they  have  therefore  taken  care  to  have 
a  great  Houfe  built,  that  fo  the  place  may  be  rendred 
commodious  for  thofe  that  by  reafon  of  fome  difeafe 
(hould  come  unto  this  place  for  the  fake  of  walking 
theiy  lick  bodies  ;  and  there  are  abundance  known  to 
come,  that  are  ill,  in  the  Summer  time,  from  places  far 
remote  i  feveral  of  them  too  by  a  due  ufing  this  Bath 
arereftored  to  their  former  health. 

They  know  not  any  other  ufe  of  thefe  nitrous 
Fountains  than  what  is  aforefaid;  whereas  if  they 
did  but  know  how  to  add  fome  Virtues  to  the  faid 
waters  by  thebenefitofthe  Juice  of  the  wood,  of  which 
there  is  great  ftorein  that  place,  they  would  find  by 
the  ufe  of  them  then,  many  wonderful  effeds  in  the 
curing  of  Difeafes. 

Being  therefore  earneftly  intent  upon  the  fearch 
hereof,  from  whence  thefe  nitrous  Waters  (hould 
chiefly  proceed,  I  found  that  the  Mountain  nigh  that 
place,  extending  it  felf  for  fome  miles,  was  every 
where  full  of  Salt-petre,  and  that  itftiick  in  the  Rocks 
themfelves,  out  of  which  whatfoever  is  on  the  Moun** 
tain  grew.  I  did  therefore  diligently  fearch  our, 
what  condition  thofe  Stones  were  of,  which  the  wmrk- 
men  dig’d  out  in  thefe  places,  and  I  knew  that  there 
was  a  great  quantity  of  Saltpetre  contained  in  them, 
infomuch,  that  as  many  Mountains  as  here  (abouts) 
feem  to  be  replenilhed  with  the  fame :  Nay  more,  if 
you  lhall  break  one  or  two  of  thofe  Stones  with  which 
the  lioufes  of  the  Village  of  Coffel  are  built,  you  (hall 
find  every  where  in  them  abundance  of  Salt-petre. 

I  went  to  vifit  the  place  it  felf  where  thofe  Stones  are 
digged  out,  but  found  not  any  Salt- petre  among  the 
digging,  becaule  the  Air  had  not  as  yet  dilplaied  its 
Virtues  thereupon:  But  I  obferved  that  in  thofe 
ftones  expofed  a  while  to  the  Air,  there  was  plenty  of 
Salt-petre.  He  that  would  fee  it  with  bis  own  Eyes, 
let  him  go  into  any  Houfe  of  the  Cojfel  Village,  whofe 
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Walls  are  of  ancient  itanding,  andhethall  find  that  j  There  are  likewife  fuch  kind  of  ftones  alfo  that 
thcie  is  abundance  of  Salt-pecre  in  thofe  ftones,  and  they  cut  or  dig  forth  at  the  near  the  City 

u  ithal  that  the  Pillars  belonging  to  the  Bach^houfe  do  ter/feldc^  but  they  have  not  in  them  fo  much  Salt-petre 
yearly’vvax  lefs,  for  as  much  as  fcalings  of  the  thicb  as  thofe  have  that  are  found  in  the  Cojfel  and  SwariJ. 

nefs  ofthe  back  ofa  Knife  do  (till  fall  off,  by  the  power  We  Mountain. 

of  the  feparated  Salt=petre,  as  1  have  often  very  ac-  There’s  abundance  of  fuch  ftones  in  feveral  places 
curatcly  and  curiouny  obferved.  If  the  Earls  or  infr^»«,butmypurpofe  is  not  to  mention  them  all. 
Counts  did  but  know  the  true  ufeof  this  excellent  and  for  I  wasminded  to  mention  fuch  only  as  my  felf  have 
o  cult  Trealurc,  they  would  get  far  greater  riches  out  feen,  and  that  are  near  bordering  upon  the  Mhene. 
of  that  bare  Mountain  only  than  by  all  the  County-  They  that  have  a  mind  to  deal  with  them  may 
1  doubt  not  but  that  feeing  1  have  in  this  place  deteded  make  their  fearch,  and  they  will  find  inallCountrys  of 
this  Trcaiure,  there  will  fome  be  found  that  will  the  Earth  fit  ftones  for  their  purpofe,  the  which  we 

■  may  hereby  know,  if  being  kept  a  while  in  the  Air, 


labour  for  their  ov;n  profits  fake  to  find  it  out.. 

Not  far  oft’  from  the  faid  Mountain  the  whole 
Earth  abounds  v^ith  Iron,  not  in  the  form  of  'Veins 
but  of  Reins,  infomuch  that  the  Metal  of  Iron  offers  it 
felf  in  various  particles  or  pieces  of  diverfe  magni- 


they  wax  foft,  and  fcale  off  in  moft  thin  leaves,  and 
there  fticks  to  your  Fingers  in  rubbing  them  off,  a  red- 
difh.  Meal. 

Befides  this  too, you  may  have  a  moft  certain  fign  of 
tudes-,  form  fomeplacesit'is  found  as  bigas  an  Ha*  I  fuch  Petry  places  by  thofe  Spiders  that  have  a  fmall 
2le-nut,  cran  Acorn-,  in  other  places  as  big  as  an  Egg,  body  and  round,  and  long  feet,  for  they  ftick  to  thofe 
or  ones  Fill,  yea  and  as  big  fometimes  as  ones  Head,  ftones  in  abundant  meafure :  For  fuch  Spiders  do  not 
which  by  the  force  of  the  Fire  is  made  facile  and  yields  feed  upon  hearbs,  grafs,  flies  or  other  infefls,  but  on 
abund^ce  of  Iron  ^  nor  did  I  ever  yet  meet  with  any  old  Walls,  and  they  feat  themfelves  chiefeft  of  all  on 
Metal  of  that  fort  more  excellent  than  that  is,  but  no  thofe  aforefaid  ftones.  They  are  not  all  venemous  as 
body  knows  it,  though  it  may  be  coramodioufty  pre-  the  common  houfe  Spiders  are,  and  therefore  the 
pared  or  fitted  for  the  ufe  of  Man,  bccaufe  there  is  in  Children  do  gather  them,  and  are  much  delighted 
this  place  plenty  enough  of  Wood  and  Water  to  be  with  them.  Now  they  fticking  on  to  the  fofter  fan- 
had  ffor  fuch  a  purpofe-ft  difli  ftones  do  moft  certainly  demonftrate  that  Salt* 

This  Mountain  ftretcheth  out  it  felf  fome  miles,  petre  is  contained  in  them  ;  for  tis  that  which  they 
reaching  as  far  as  Jphovia^  and  the  jurifdiaion  of  the  are  nourifhed  with,  and  conferve  their  life  by,  and  this 
City  of  IVunz^burg  •,  fo  that  the  chiefeft  and  greateft  I  was  willing  to  fignify  unto  you.  But  put  cafe  that 
part  thereof  is  feared  in  the  Bilhoprick  of  Wnridonri :  that  no  fuch  nitrous  ftones  were  to  be  found,  yet  how= 
And  therefore  might  immenfe  and  vaftTreafures  be  ever  there  is  not  the  opportunity  denied  us  of  making 
gotten,  were  there  but  fuch  as  were  lovers  of  Art  and  SalDpetre  of  the  common  Lime-making  ftones, and  of 
would  make  themfelves  skill’d  in  the  Operation.  them  there  is  every  where  plenty  enough,  if  they  are  cal* 

Befides,  this  Mountain  yields  abundance  of  white  cined  by  the  benefit  of  Wood,  and  made  nitrous  with 
and  red  Gypfum,  which  may  be  reduced  to  an  exceed*!  the  juice  of  wood. 

ing  whitenefs  by  the  force  of  the  Fire.  What  (hall  I  fay  of  the  Calcined  feces  of  Tartar 

Befides  this  too,  we  have  known  Marble  and  Alaba-  which  are  yearly  gathered  up  and  thrown  away  In  valt 
fter  digg’d  out  hence,  and  yet  it  has  not  been  very  du-  quantities,  in  all  that  tradt  which  lies  on  the  Ri- 
rable,  for  it  becomes  nitrous  after  it  hath  lain  expofed  ver  Mhem,  between  Bamberg  and  Frattebfort,  whereas 
a  while  to  the  Air,  and  falls  to  powder , and  yields  plen*  notwithftanding  fome  hundreds  of  hundreds  weight 
ty  of  Salt-petre,  were  it  but  rightly  managed,  for  of  Salt-petre  might  be  extradled  thence-from,  did 
there’s  no  want  of  Wood  here.  they  but  mind  it-  For  whatfoever  Tartar  is  therein 

There  is  yet  moreover  found  in  the  faid  Mountain  contained,  is  all  of  it  Salt-petre  when  ’tis  duly  boiled 
another  Caftle  which  is  called  Swambarg^  and  belongs  with  a  Lixivium  of  Lime,  and  being  hence  ftrained, 
to  the  Bilhoprick  of  IVartzbarg, where  the  Soldiers  did  and  a  fufficient  evaporation  made,  it  be  fet  by  to  Chry- 
heretofore  ufe  the  Metallick  Rods,  to  fearch  after,and  ftallize.  For  it  attrads  the  foul  after  a  magnetick 
to  fee  if  they  could  find  (by  the  uling  them)  fome  Trea-  manner,  vyhich  Operation  if  rightly  inftituted,  there 
fures ;  and  they  tried  whether  or  no  f  the  Caftle  be-  may  be  prepared  thence*frqm  a  moft  mflammable  nitre 
ing  burnt  by  theoccalion  ofthe  War  J  any  fuch  Trea-  1  inthreedays  fpace,  the  which  islikewileof  far  greater 
fares  lay  any  where  hidden.  What  they  found  I  do  profit  than  the  getting  out  the  Tartar  by  the  help  of  a 
not  yet  know  :  But  this  I  know,  that  the  faid  Rods  Prefs,  and  with  a  great  deal  of  labour  j  or  elfe  than 
did  Ibew  good  Metal  to  be  every  where  fthereabouts)  j  the  making  Potalhes,  as  we  fee  ufually  done. 

The  which  thing  gave  occafion  of  explaining  or  un-j  Befides  too,  there  are  found  other  ftones  that  being 
folding  the  faid  matter  in  its  proper  places.  Befides  burnt  do  yield  abundance  ofSalt*petre,fuch  as  are  the 
^his,  they  digged  up  nothing  elfe  but  fuch  ni-  Tophi  for  foft  fandy  ftones)  which  may  be  . abundant- 
irous  ftones  for  fome  fathoms  depth.  I  once  viewed  ly  gathered  near  Triefelftetti^  which  is  a  Monaftery  fi- 
this  place,  and  found  that  the  ftones  extradled  fome  tuate  on  the  and  in  other  places  oi  Germany 

years  afore  out  of  this  Mountain  were  altogether  brit- 1  they  make  even  whole  Mountains :  So  t)iat  it  is  evi- 
tle,  and  is  a  manifeft  token  that  the  whole  Mountain  is  dent  that  there  is  no  where  any  want  of  convenient 
fill’d  with  Salt-petre.  matter  to  gather  Salt-petre  from,  if  Men  would  but 

There  is  befides  this  Mountain,  another  nitrous  one  fet  their  hands  to  the  work.  Thefe  ftones  are  obvi- 
that  I  know  of,  of  the  like  condition  in  the  mid- way  ous  unto  all ;  and  who  knows  what  Treafures  the 
’twixt  Kitz-ing  and  Wernfdd^zvA  is  about  a  miles  di-  Woods  (which  we  do  not  at  all  fearch  into )  abound 
itance  from  Carlftadt)  but  that  which  is  here  had,  dif-  withal  ?  Would  time  permit  me  I  could  Ihewthat  va- 
fers  from  the  former  in  this,  viz,,  that  the  ftones  jrious  kinds  of  Metals  are  conferved  in  the.  Mountains 


which  it  exhibits  are  of  a  red  colour,  nor  are  they  fo 
much  impregnated  with  Salt-petre,  as  thofe  of  Kit- 
zzing  aforefaid,  for  they  are  richer  in  Petre,  and  are  of 
a  more  afliy  colour. 


fituate  between  iutz,w^and  Franckfort,  and  efpcci- 
ally  in  the  SpepjardenJtne  (Mountain, )  the  difclofing  of 
which,  fome  other  more  commodious  place  will  admit 
of, 

Now 


Part  I. 


the  Profperity  of  Germany. 


Now  follows  what  we  mentioned  of  the  aforefaid 

LAZARUS  ERCKER. 


Of  the  manner  of  'Bolling  Salt-petrc. 


AND  FIRST 


By  vohat  means  a  Lixivium  is  to  he  made  out  of  a  Nitrous  Earth, 


1'  F  you  are  minded  to  make  a  Lixivium  of  fuch  an 
Earth,  dig  it  as  deep  as  you  fliall  find  by  proving 
it  to  be  either  good  or  naught,  efpecially  if  you 
intend  to  make  it  in  great  quantity,  and  keep  it 
in  a  dry  place.  Then  take  care  to  have  fomc  great 
j  wooden  Tubs,  or  Veflels  made,  fo  large,  that  each 
I  of  them  may  hold  about  fome  ten  Wheel-barrows 
I  full  of  the  Earth,  and  whereby  you  may  be  able  to 
prepare  Lixivium  enough,  anfwerable  to  the  work 
you  have  propofedto  yourfelf  to  do,  andtothebig- 
nefs  of  your  Copper.  Now  there  are  commonly  re¬ 
quired  for  fuch  a  work,to  one  Copper  Pan  that  weighs 
two  hundred  weight,  eight  Wooden  Veffels  which 
are  to  be  placed  in  fuch  order,  that  on  each  fide  there 
may  ftand  four  in  a  roWjOppofite  to  each  other.  Thefe 
fame  1  ubs  are  to  be  fo  far  diftant  from  the  next  Col¬ 
lateral  Velfels,  as  is  requifite  for  the  Wheel-Barrow 
wherein  the  Earth  is  brought  to  come  between  ;  Yea, 
and  it  is  necelTary  that  there  be  half  an  Ell’s  fpace  be¬ 
twixt  the  faid  Tubs  and  the  Earth,  or  Ground,  it  felf, 
whereon  they  are  placed.  Likewife,  each  of  the  Vef¬ 
fels,  or  Tubs,  muft  have  a  hole  in  the  fore- part,  and 
towards  the  bottom  thereof,  fit  to  put  in  a  Plug  (or 
Tap)  at :  Then  finally, there  muft  be  put  under  thofe 
Plugs,  a  long  VelTel  like  a  Channel-pipe,  which  may 
receive  in  it  the  Lixivium  running  out  of  the  Tubs, 
and  may  guide  it  along  into  a  peculiar  Wooden  Vef- 
fel,  as  into  a  common  Store- houfe  fet  in  the  Earth 
hollowed  for  that  purpofe,  to  receive  the  faid  Lee 
in. 

All  y^ur  Tubs  being  thus  rightly  ordered,  put  in 
upon  every  Tubs  bottom  another  (falfe)  wooden 
bottom,  perforated  with  many  Holes,  and  let  it  lie 
two  Fingers  breadth  diftant  from  the  true  bottom  : 
Upon  this  (falfe)  bottom  lay  yet  another  made  of 
Bull-rulhes,  or  your  fmall  fort  of  Reeds  which  grow 
plentifully  in  Ditches  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  quarter 
of  an  Ell ;  In  want  of  thefe  Reeds  throw  in  upon  the 
aforementioned  perforated  bottom,  the  quantity  of 
a  Span  (thick)  of  Chopt  Hay,  or  Straw,  laying  fome 
I  very  thin  boards  thereon,  thatfo  it  may  not  be  fcat- 

i  tered  (or  float)  abroad.  And  your  Veflels  are  made 

i  compleatly  ready. 

Now  then,  put  of  the  Earth  you  have  already  tri- 
j  ed  and  gathered,  as  much  into  each  of  your  Tubs,  as 
they  can  hold,  yet  with  this  Caution,  That  tfie  top 
part  of  your  VelTel  be  empty  a  Spans  heighth-  And 
obferve  this,  that  .if  you  can  get  fome  old  alhes  of 
the  Curriers,  or  Soap-boilers,  as  much  of  it  as  two 
or  three  Wheel-barrows  will  carry,  it  muft  be  put  in 


upon  the  topmoft  fmadej  bottom  of  the  Tub,  afofe 
the  Earth,  but  now  fpoken  of,  be  put  in.  At  the  top 
of  the  earth,  lay  a  Cover  made  of  T  wigs,(or  Withes) 
and  faften  it  with  a  wooden  ft ick  at  the  topof  the 
earth.  This  done,  pour  common  water  upon  the 
earth  contained  in  the  Veflel,  an  Hands  breadth  in 
heighth,  fo  as  that  it  may  rather  touch  (or  be  poured) 
on  the  Twigs,  than  the  Earth  it  felf,  leaft  the  faid 
earth  become  unequal  thereby,  and  hollowed  in  feve* 
ral  places.  Let  it  ftand  thus  for  eight  hours,  which 
time  being  overpaft,  draw  your  Plug  out,  and  let  the 
water  you  poured  on,  run  out  at  the  hole  beneath, 
which  as  longas  it  is  muddy,  you  muft  always  pour  in 
again  into  the  Veflel,  repeating  this  fo  often,  rill  it 
comes  out  clear,  then  keep  it,  and  this  water  is  cal¬ 
led  a  weak  Lee  or  Lixivium. 

This  done,  pour  common  water  again  upon  the 
earth  from  which  the  Lee  hath  been  already,  once  fe' 
parated,  that  fo  it  may  extraft  the  refidue  of  the  Li* 
xiviura  out  of  the  earth  j  and  this  Lee  is  of  no  ufe, 
fave  that  it  may  be  poured  on  upon  new  earth, 
inftead  of  Ample  water;  for  it  oftentimes  doth 
even  yet  contain  a  great  deal  of  Nitre,  infomuch, 
that  you  may  fometimes  extrad:  out  of  an  hundred 
weight  thereof,  three  oir  four  pound  of  Nitre. 

This  Extradion  being finiflied,  takeout  theunpro^' 
fitable  earth  out  of  the  Veflel,  and  put  jn  new,  and 
continue  the  Operation,  after  the  aforefaid  manner, 
reiterating  it  fo  long,  and  fo  often,  until  you  have 
gotten  ftore  enough  of  the  Lixivium,  that  the  work 
of  boiling  be  not  intermitted  for  want  of  Lixivium. 

Befides,  there  muft  be  fome  Wooden  Veflel  placed 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  Copper  which  this  Lixivium 
is  boiled  in,  out  of  which  may  run  fb  much  Lixivium 
into  the  Copper  as  is  wafted  away  by  boiling,  that  fo 
there  may  be  ftill  kept  the  fame  order  of  boiling,  and. 
the  fame  quantity  of  Lixivium  in  the  Copper.  This 
boiling  is  to  be  on  this  wife  continued,  until  a  Cente¬ 
nary,  or  hundred  weight  of  Lixivium  in  the  Copper, 
yields  according  to  thelefs  aflay  (or  weight  j  twenty 
five  pounds  of  Nitre  ;  and  this  may  be  done  in  two 
Days,  and  one  Night. 

This  being  thus  done,  you  muft  have  ready  yet  two 
Tubs,  or  Veflels  (more)  of  Wood,  made  after  the 
afore  prefcribed  manner,  and  furnilhed  with  a  (falfe) 
perforated  wooden  bottom,  befides  its  owm  bottom, 
and  likewife  with  fuch  a  bottom  as  is  made  of  Reeds 
(or  Bull  ruihes)  ;  only  you  arc  to  obferve  this  here  ; 
That  there  muft  beput  yet  another  perforated  wooded 
I  bottom  upon  this  topmoft  bottom  of  Reeds,  upon 
'  T 1 1 1  -  whicSk 
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which  there  raufb  be  firft  call  in  fotne  chop  d  So  aw, 
then  forne  Alhes  of  Fitr,  Beach,  or  Tree, 

fo  much  in  quantity  as  may  overtop  the  Straw  w 
Eli  or  Cubit,  lVl»a3  high ;  or  rather  (  if  it  luay  be 
had  for  a  very  mean  price)  as  much  as  may  fill  the 
Tubs,  or  Vefi'els.  But  yet,  thefe  Afbes  are  not  to  be 
iuftfimply  thrown  in  fas  they  are)  upon  the  Straw, 
butafoi^e  this  is  done,  they  muft  be  firft  ^eHmixt  to¬ 
gether,  then  moiftened  with  fome  of  ^ 

Lixivium,  that  there  may  be  made  a  Mafs.  Then 
when  the  Afhes  are  on  this  wife  prepared,  and  PUt  in 
the  Vehefthe  Lixivium  boil’d  to  its  heighth,and which 
yields  inthe  proof  twenty  five  pound,  muft  be  poured 
thereon,  ashotas  pofiibly  it  may,  and  is  to  be  orten 
drawn  off  by  the  lower  hole,  until  (if  troubled  or 

muddy)  it  becomes  clear.  .  u  «-u 

After  that  all  the  Lee  hath  thus  paffed  through  the 
Alhes  of  both  Tubs  (the  which  is  done  upon  this  ac= 
count,  That  all  its  fatnefs  may  pafs  into  (or  be  left 
with)  the  Allies,  which  Alhes  arp  hereby  rendred 
ftronger  to  wafh  withal)  keep  it  in  a  peculiar  Vellel. 

Then  pour  the  common  Lee  or  Lixivium  upon  the 
Afhes  remaining  in  the  Tubs,  which  when  it  paf¬ 
fed  through  the  Alhes,  is  called  the  fecond  ftronger 
Lixivium:  Then  again  pour  on  yeta  third  time,  hot 
Lixivium,  and  when ’tis  drawn  off,  it  is  called  the  fe- 
cond  weaker  Lixivium  ;  Laftly,  the  common  Le^ or 
Lixivium,  may  be  poured  on  cold  upon  the  Afhes, 
that  fo  all  the  virtue  of  the  fame  may  he  wholly  ex- 
tradted. 


perforated  for  full  of  holes)  feveral  times,  even  to 
the  bottom  of  the  Copper,  and  if  the  Lixivium  lets 
fall  out  of  it  any  Salt,  you  will  find  it  at  the  bottom 
the  which  you  may  take  up  with  your  Ladle.  ’ 

Notealfo,  That  the  Scum  which  at  the  end  of 
this  foiling  is  plentifully  gathered,  muft  be  carefully 
taken  away  :  Now  then  try  the  readinefs  of  your  Lixi. 
viums  Cryftallization,  on  this  wife :  Put  either  two 
or  three  drops  on  a  cold  Iron, or  on  a  Polilh’d  Plate  of 
Iron,  and  if  it  Hands,  or  grows  hard  i  that  is,  if 
when  you  turn  the  Iron  up  and  down,  it  does  not  run 
for  flow)  down,  thefe  are  figns  of  the  fitnefsof  your 
Liquors  Cryftallization.  Or  elfe,  you  may  put  fome 
of  the  Lixivium  in  a  Brafs  Vellel,  and  fetit  in  cold 
water,  and  fo  you  lhall  fee  whether  the  Liquor  be  fit¬ 
ted  enougli  to  Cryftaliize  ;  for  alToon  as  ever  the  Lixi¬ 
vium  lhall  be  cold,  there  will  be  plenty  of  Salt-petre 
generated  :  Nay,  even  the  very  Brafs  Spoon  it  felf 
denotes  the  goodnefs  of  the  Liquor,  it  being  put  into 
the  Liquor,  and  again  taken  out,  it  will  Ihow  it  ftick^ 
ing  on  it,  as  if  it  were  Oil. 

Out  of  a  Centenary,  or  hundred  weight  of  Liquor 
thus  perfedly  prepared,  there  will  proceed  more 
thanfeventy  pound  of  Salt-petrc. 


The  my  of  rightly  ufing  the  Liquor  for  the  Gene-' 
rating  of  a  more  Crude  Salt-petre. 


The  Figure  before  going  {Numh.  i.)  will  fliew  you 
the  way  of  placing  the  T ubs,  of  preparing  the  Lixi- 
yium,  and  ordering  the  boiling. 

A  uivt  the  ci'jht  J^ooilen  vaherein  ths  earth  is 

B  Charnels,  or  Conveyances^  hy  which  ths  water  rms 
into  the  faidlnhs. 

C  Channels^  or  Gutters-,  by  which  the  Lixivium  is 
conveyed  into  a  “jfel  fet  thereunder . 

D  The  Feffel  in  which  the  Lixivium  is  gathered,  or 

received. 

E  The  little  Feffel  out  of  which  the  Lixivium  runs  in-, 
to  the  Copper. 

F  The  Furnace. 

G  The  Copper. 

H  The  door  of  the  Furnace  whereby  Wood  is  put  in  un¬ 
der  the  Copper. 

I  The  Lower  Wind-draught  (or  Jfa-hole)  of  the 
Furnace. 

K  The  inward  fhape  of  the  Furnace. 

L  An  Iron  Grate-,  which  the  Wood  is  put  upon. 


The  manner  of  f reparing  the  Liquor,  out  of  which 
Salt-petre  may  he  made  by  Boiling. 

Firft  of  all,  pour  your  fecond  weaker  Lixivium  in¬ 
to  your  Copper,  and  let  it  a  boiling,  then  let 
your  fecond  ftronger  Lixivium  run  thereinto  by  little 
and  little  •,  and  then  laftly,  the  firft  Lixivium  it  felf, 
and  which  is  the  chiefeft  of  all,  until  the  Copper  be 
almoft  fiOed,  and  the  Lixivium  be  boil’d  enough 

to  fhoot.  .  ... 

And  now  v/hen  you  perceive  that  your  Liquor  is 

made  ftrong  enough  by  boiling,  put  in  a  Brafs  Ladle 


POur  your  Liquor  prepared  after  the  afore- 
Ihown  manner,  out  of  the  Copper  into  a  narrow 
Tub,  or  Veflel,  made  of  Firr,  or  Pine-tree  woodj 
wherein  let  it  remain  quiet,  till  it  be  a  little  refrigera¬ 
ted, andthe  muddinefs,or  flimynefsfiZ.iw«j]appear,and 
you  find  that  the  fait  fticks  on  in  Granes  to  the  lides  of 
the  V elfel ;  now  when  you  perceive  your  Lixivium  fo 
cooled,  as  that  you  can  put  your  finger  thereinto 
without  burning,  pull  out  the  Plug,  wherewith  an  hole 
made  in  this  long  VelTel,  about  a  Ipan’s  heighth  from 
the  bottom,  wasfliut,  orftopt,  and  fo  let  the  Liquor 
run  forth,  into  very  great  Wooden  V eftels,  and  deep, 
purpofely  made  for  fuch  a  bulinefs  \  or  elfe  into  Cop¬ 
per  Pans,  buried  almoft  (up  to  their  Necks)  in  the 
earth,  (for  the  cooler  the  place  is,  which  they  Hand 
in,  fo  much  the  better,  and  the  more  plenty  of  Salt¬ 
petre  is  gathered,  and  Cryftallizeth)  and  you  will  find 
that  your  crude  Salt-petre  will  Ihoot  therein,  the 
thicknefsof  almoft  two  fingers  breadth,  partly  of  a 
whitifli  colour,  partly  yellow,  and  partly  blackilh. 

After  that  this  boil’d  Liquor  hath  flood  for  two 
days,  and  fo  many  nights  in  the  Veftel,  the  Lixivium 
of  the  Salt-petre  which  fwims  at  top,  muft  be  taken 
away,  which  you  may  mix  with  the  ftrong  Lixivium, 
and  pour  a  fecond  time  upon  Alhes,  for  elfe  the  Lixi¬ 
vium’ will  contraft  too  much  fatnefs,  and  there 
will  be  no  Salt  generated. 

Sometimes  it  happens,  that  when  the  Alhes  are  not 
good,  there’s  no  fait  at  all  gathered  in  the  Liquor,  in 
which  cafe  there  is  no  prefenter  Remedy,  than  to  mix 
fuch  a  Lixivium  ftronger  than  is  fit,  with  another,  and 
fo  pour  ic  again  upon  new,  and  good  Alhes,  and  then 
let  the  boiling  be  again  perfeded  after  theafore-pre- 
feribed  manner- 

Likewife,  when  in  the  boiling  you  find  the  Lixivi¬ 
um  very  muddy,  whereby  the  Colledion  of  the  Salt 
is  oft-times  hindred,  it  muft  betaken  away,  and  Jet 
the  Waflier' WomenjorLawndrefl’es  have  itjand  other 

muft 
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muft  be  fubftituted  in  its  room, and  be  farther  purified 
by  the  help  of  Alhes. 

The  Figure  ligned  (Numb.  2.)  fliews  the  manner  of 
preparing  the  Liquor  by  boiling,  and  of  extrading 
and  gathering  the  Salt  thereout  of. 

A  Lovg  narrovo  Tnbs-,  or  Vejfds,  pn  which  the  deco¬ 
ded  Liquor  of  the  Lixivium  is  cooled. 

\  B  The  Furnace  wherein  the  Copper  fiaftds. 

C  The  Man  that  manageth  the  boilings  and  extraSls^ 
or  draws  out  the  fait  with  a  Ladle^  the  which  he  lays  in  a 
Withy  Basket  placed  on  the  Copper,  that  fo  the  Lixivium 

I  (in  it)  may  again  run  down  into  the  Copper. 

'  D  The  little  Basket, 

j  E  The  little  Tub  out  of  which  the  firong  Lixivium  runs 
(by  little  and  little)  into  the  Copper. 

F  Coolers^  or  F -Jfels^  in  which  the  Crude  Salt'petre 
Jhoots. 

'  G  Four  Brafs  Fans  put  /«  the  Earthy  hollowed  for  the 
purpofe,  in  which  Ukewife  the  Salt-petre  it  generated  (or 
fijoots.) 

H  ^  firong  Fejfel  whereinto  the  Lixivium  remaining 
after  the  generating  (or  Jhooting)  of  the  Salt-petre,  ts 
put. 

I 


The  way  to  purijie  the  Crude  Salt-petre. 

WHen  all  thefe  things  are  thus  done,  and  the 
Lixivium  that  fwims  at  the  top  of  the  Salt¬ 
petre  is  taken  away,  lift  up  thofe  Velfelsj  or  Brafs 
pans,  containing  that  fait,  and  turn  them  up  and 
down  in  fome  convenient  place,  that  fo  the  refidue  of 
the  Lixivium,  that  lies  as  yet  in  them  may  flow,  or 
run  clearly  out,  into  another  Veflelfet  thereunder. 

This  done,  take  the  Salt-petre  out  of  the  Cool¬ 
ers,  or  out  of  the  Coppers  (or  Brafs  Pans)  with  an 
Iron  Spatula,  or  rather  with  fuch  an  Inftrument  as 
your  Piafterers  ufe  (tmettUe,  a  Truel)  and  put  it  in 
g  Tub  that  has  a  hole  in  the  bottom  thereof,  that  fo 
the  Lixivium  may  be  perfectly  feparated  therefrom- 
They  that  fell  that  crude  Salt-petre,  and  not  at  all  pu* 

I  rifled,  for  the  Salt-petre  Boilers,  do  pour  thereon 
pure  (or  clear)  Well-water,  by  the  means  of  which, 
it  is  made  more  white,  that  which  is  thencefrom  fepa¬ 
rated  they  do  again  mix  with  other  ftronger  Lixivium 
and  fo  boil  it  up  for  the  following  ufe. 

But  if  you  have  a  mind  to  purifie  this  crude  Nitre 
from  its  fait,  and  all  its  Impurities,  that  it  may  be 
rendred  fair,  and  white,  you  are  to  proceed  thi3  fol¬ 
lowing  way  : 

Takealmoft  as  much  Well-water  as  isfufficient  for 
the  diflblution  of  the  Salt--petre,  put  it  in  the  purifying 
Copper  VeflTel,  firft  cleaned  with  water,  and  dried 
i  with  a  cloth,  and  put  the  fire  under  it,  and  make  it 
I  moll  exceeding  hot,  then  throw  in  your  Salt-petre 
by  little  and  little,  and  in  pieces,  continually  ftirring 
the  Salt-petre  that  flicks  at  the  bottom  with  a  fpoon, 
that  it  may  be  the  eafier,  and  fooner  dilTolved  ^  this 
1  only  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  is  required  a  more 
!  gentle  fire,  while  the  Salt-petre  is  caft  into  the  Cop- 
I  per,  fo  as  the  water  may  be  kept  always  hot. 

!  When  all  the  Salt-petre  is  almofl  diffolved  in  the  wa- 
I  ter,  promote  the  boiling  thereof,  by  augmenting  the 
!  fire,  then  try  if  there  be  any  fait  in  a  (biggifh)  grofs 
I  form,  refiding  in  the  bottom  of  the  Copper  Veffel, 


which  if  you  find  to  be,  (for  indeed,  the  Salt-petre 
it  felf  is  not  fo  very  eafily  diilolved,  nor  doth  its  be¬ 
ing  admixt  in  a  more  copious  manner,  at  all  benefit  the 
LixiviumJ  take  it  forth  with  a  Spoon,  for  Ladle.) 

This  done,  feparate  the  Scum  fwimming  at  top  of 
the  boiling  water,  then  have  ready  a  Brafs  Veflel  that 
win  hold  about  ^y./^.of  Liquor,fill  it  half  full  with  the 
Lixivium,  fet  the  Veflhlin  cold  water  to  cool,  and 
you  fhall  find  your  Nitre  prefently  to  Cryftallize,  or 
fhoot  therein. 

Hereby  may  you  try  whether  your  Purgative  water 
be  firong  enough,  or  not  ^  for  if  it  be  ftronger  than 
is  fit,  you  will  fi^nd  a  little  skin  fpread  it  felf  over  the 
matter  contained  in  the  Veffel,  and  when  it  comes' to 
be  fo,  add  thereunto  more  hot  water,  keeping  the 
fire  in  that  degree  of  heat,  as  may  fuffice  to  keep  the 
water  contained  in  the  Copper,  gently  boiling. 

Now  when  you  have  kept  it  thus  boiling  for  fome 
feafon,  try  the  goodnefs  of  your  water  again,  after 
the  aforefaid  manner ;  and  if  you  fliall  find  a  Cry- 
ftallization  therein,  and  no  Concretion,  or  heaping- 
together,  leaving  a  gaping,  orchap  in  the^midft,  the 
bulinefs  is  well  done ;  but  if  it  be  otherwife  (than 
thus  well  done)  fothat  it  be  wholly  fhut  in  f  or  gathers 
a  skin  all  over)  at  top,  pour  on  hot  water,  until  your 
Matters,  come  to  fucceed  after  the  manner  afore= 

I  faid. 

Then  after  all  this,  take  of  the  beft  Wine  Vinegar, 
about  one  pound  thereof,  and  pour  it  into  the  faid 
waters  and,  you  will  prefently  fee  a  blackifh  fpurae, 
or  filth  arife^n  plenty  at  the  top  thereof,  and  when 
you  have  lefly'  it  fo  a  while,  it  may  be  eafily  taken  off, 
becaufe  of  jthe  thicknefs  it  contrads. 

The  'boiling  being  yet  a  while  longer  continued, 
pour  in  the  fame  quantity  of  Vinegar  again,  and  di¬ 
ligently  feparate  the  Scum  as  afdre :  This  pouring  on 
of  V  inegar,  and  feparating  of  the  Scum,  may  be  re¬ 
peated  yet  a  third  time,  and  oftner,  whereby  the 
purgatory  water  may  be  made  altogether  pure,  and 
that  there  appears  not  any  more  fpume. 

When  all  this  is  done, caft  in  upon  this  water  two  or 
three  Ounces  of  Burnt; Alum,  moft  finely  powdered, 
ftir  all  well  with  a  Spatula,  whereby  the  Salt-petre 
may  Ihoot  into  longer  Cryftals. 

Then  after  this,  pour  out  the  purgatory  water  in¬ 
to  the  aforementioned  deep  Vellels,  and  cover  them 
over  with  Linen  Cloths,  that  the  Liquor  cool  not. 
Let  it  ftand  thus  one  hour  or  two  at  moft,  and  a  yel-' 
lovy  flime  will  fettle  to  the  bottom  :  Then  let  the  wa¬ 
ter  while  it  is  yet  warm  flow  out  hence,  into  other 
Vefiels  made  of  wood,  and  efpecially  of  Elm,  and 
which  are  large  enough ;  or  elfe,  you  may  let  it  run 
into  Copper  Pans  fet  deep  in  the  Earth,  for  the  better 
coolings  fake,  which  cover  over  very  neatly  with 
Cloths,  that  (b  the  Cryftallization  may  begin  from 
the  bottom,  and  not  at  the  upper  part,  as  we  fee  it 
wont  to  happen,  where  it  is  not  kept  by  Coverings 
from  the  External  coid  :  And  we  alfo  obferve  therein 
too,  that  the  Cryftals  flioot  not  into  that  length,  as 
when  the  Cryftallization  begins  from  the  bottom. 

Let  them  ftand  thus  for  two  or  three  days,  until  you 
fee  no  more  Cryftals  generated,  which  you  may  on 
this  wife  try. 

Put  fome  of  the  Lixivium  in  your  (little)  proba¬ 
tory  Veflel,  wherein,  if  you  find  that  there  are  no 
more  Cryftals  generated,  you  may  take  out  the  reft 
of  the  Lixivium  :  Then  take  out  the  Petre  with  an 
Iron  Spatula  (or  Truel )  and  put  it  into  a  VelTel  that 
is  full  of  holes  in  the  bottom,  that  fo  all  the  Lixivium 
may  be  the  better  feparated  therefrom-  And  you  (hall 

have 
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have  your  Salt-petre  pure  and  white,  and  freed  from 
its  Scilt  •* 

Forafniiich  as  the  Lixivium  here  (eparated  hath  as 
yet  feme  faltnefs  in  it,  it  may  be  mixed  with  ot^r 
ft rong  Lixiviam  to  be(agen)boilM  up,for  the  producti¬ 
on  of  the  Crude  Salt-petre  is  ufually  holpen  forward 
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The  way  therefore  how,  and  the  initruments  by 
which  crude  Salt-petreds  purifyed,  is  ftiown  by  the 
6  and  8  Figure  (in  Lazarus  Enftr^s  Book  1  think 
he  means.) 


there-withal.  . 

Some  there  are  that  for  the  better  purifying  the 
Petre,  do  put  Calx  vive  in  together  (with  it)  whereby 
the  water  becomes  moft  white  like  Milk,  and  the  Salt¬ 
petre  gets  a  greater  fairnefs.  ’  . 

You  muft  withal  obferve  that  during  the  time  that 
the  purifying  water  is  contained  in  the  Copper, 
fire  muft  be  moft  gentle,  leaft  by  overmuch  boib 
ing  you  get  fome  damage,  for  a  little  fire  is  3- 
ble  eafily  to  caufe  (a  too  vehement)  ebullitiouj  and 
when  it  has  got  ftrength  (or  the  ftart  of  you)  it  ^ 
hardly  allayed  again.  The  feura  vvhich  you  take  oii 
from  it  you  may  pour  upon  allies  as  if  it  wereaLixm- 
um,thatfo  nothing  ffrom  whence  any  profit  can  be 

hoped  for)  may  be  loft.  _ 

There  is  fometimes  feen  to  ftick  to  the  bottom  ot  the 
Copper  fefpecially  when  it  is  ufed  about  many  boil¬ 
ings)  a  certainftony  and  hard  fubftance  like  Tartar, 
which  unlefs  it  be  taken  away,  your  Copper  will  eafily 
luffer  damage  under  that  fame  matter  and  be 

burnt.  .  .  . 

The  earth  and  alhes  left,  after  the  weak  Lixivium 
(hath  paft  through  them)  are  to  be  laid  up  in  fome 
convenient  place,  and  there  kept  for  four  years  or 
more,  that  fo  they  may  be  again  apt  to  yield  a- new 
more  Lixivium  byextradion  which,  that  it  maybe 
the  better  and  eafier  done,  there  muft  be  made  in  them 
(many  weeks  afore  they  are  wrought  upon)  by  digging 
fome  Pits  or  Gutters,  that  fo  they  may  be  freed  by 
the  heat  of  the  Sun  fr5m  that  moifture  wherewith  they 
as  yet  abound.  Nor  do  the  ancients  fo  much  wander 
from  the  Truth  in  that  they  fuppofe  it  much  better 
and  more  profitable  to  keep  all  the  earth  under  a  roof 
or  ftied,  and  that  it  will  be  far  fooner  reduced  unto 
a  fitting  goodnefs,  than  to  lie  open  to  the  weather,  for 
much  of  the  Salt-petre  is  corrupted  (or  fpoiled)  with 
;an  abundance  of  moifture, efpecially  with  the  Rain  it 
felf :  For  it  needs  only  a  little  wetting  whereby  it  may 
be  generated,  and  extreamly  ftiuns,  or  is  injured  by 
too  much  moifture. 

Befidesthefe  ways,  there  are^  many  that  mix  with 
this  earth  that  is  yet  contained  in  the  Tub  the  Saw- 
duft  of  Firr,  or  Ibme  other  Wood  (the  height  of  ) 
a  Fingers  length  (on  it) :  And  they  perfwade  that 
Salt-petre  is  alfo  generated  and  multiplied  from  that 
fatnefs  which  is  mixed  with  the  Saw-duft,  and  that 
the  earth  prepared  on  this  wife  can  be  fo  changed  in  a 
years  fpace  (fo  it  be  kept  in  a  dry  place)  that  it  may  be 
again  made  ufe  of  as  afore.  Yea  and  they  fuppofe  too 
that  they  can  do  much  here,  if  they  pour  upon  fuch  a 
barren  (or  lean)  earth,  thus  lying  in  a  dry  place,  the 
reliques  or  remains  of  the  dyes,  which  the  Dyers  are 
otherwife  wont  to  throw  away,  and  evident  it  is  that 
they  are  aluminous,  but  yet  not  fo  frequently. 

Belides  fuch  waters  of  the  Dyers  they  are  wont  alfo 
to  mix  foot  with  their  earth,  (yea  and  the  alhes  too  of 
which  Lawndreflesdo  commonly  make  their  Lee;  ) 
that  fo  it  may  be  made  the  more  fruitful  and  may  be 
the  fooner  brought  to  ufe. 

This  only  is  to  be  noted,  that  there  are  fometimes 

found  earths  that  give  a  thick  black  Lee,  which  being 
ufed  by  it  felf  is  too  fat,  to  whicli  is  to  be  added  a 
leaner  ad  dryer  earth,  that  fo  the  Salt-petre  may  be 
the  better  and  more  plentifully  generated. 


The  manner  of  purifying  the  grofs  and  hlackifh 
Salt  that  comes  out  of  the  Salt  petre. 

THat  black  or  rather  afhy  colour  Salt,  which  is 
found  in  the  Copper  while  the  nitre  is  prepared  . 
by  boiling,  and  likewife  in  the  narrow  Tub  or  VelTel, 
may  be  reduced  into  very  good  Salt,  and  very  conve¬ 
nient  for  daily  ufe,  and  no  ways  at  all  hurtful  to  Man» 
if  it  be  but  duly  purified  ^  which  faid  purification  is 
to  be  thus  ordered. 

The  Copper  being  well  cleaned  fill  it  with  molt 
clear  Well-water,  put  fire  under  it  and  make  it  boil, 
throw  in  the  faid  Salt  by  times  (not  all  at  once)into  the 
boiling  water,  that  fo  it  may  be  diflblved  •,  which,thac 
it  may  be  the  fooner  and  better  done,  ftir  it  continually 
with  a  when  you  think  that  it  is  all  diftolved 

pourout  the  Lixiviuni  into  fome  V eftel  or  T ub,  &  you 
(hall  fee  the  grolTer  part  will  fettle  to  the  bottom,  and 
the  Lixivium  will  clear  up  :  When  you  perceive  this, 
pour  this  clear  Lixivium  again  into  the  cleanfed  Cop¬ 
per,  and  boil  it  fo  long  till  the. Salt  fettles  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  which  take  out  of  the  faid  Copper  with  a  perfo¬ 
rated  Ladle,  and  put  it  in  a  Basket  that, is  placed  over 
the  Copper,  that  fo  allthe  fuperfluous  Lee  or  moifture 
may  again  run  down  into  the  Copper,  and  yields  for 
leaves)  the  Salt  perfed  and  dry. 

Some  there  are  who  afore  they  ufe  this  Salt  about 
domeftick  affairs,  do  decrepitate  itfirft,  and  perfwade 
themfelves  that  it  becomes  thereby  the  more  virtuous 
(orftrong.) 

What  remains  behind  of  the  Lixivium  in  the  Cop¬ 
per,  you  may  boil  it  up  like  as  you  would  any  other 
Lixivium  appointed  to  be  Cryftallized,  then  pour  it 
out  into  the  Vcffels  deftinated  to  that  purpofe,  and 
you  lhall  fee  Salt-petre  to  be  generated  in  them;  for 
feeing  the  faid  Salt  proceedeth  out  of  the  Salt-petre, 
this  Lixivium  cannot  be  wholly  void  of  Salt-petre, 
and  therefore  may  it  be  feparated  from  that  Salt  by 
the  aforefaid  way,  and  be  purified. 

But  you  are  to  note  here,  that  where  there  is  too 
great  a  quantity  of  Salt-petre  permixt  with  the 
faid  Salt,  or  that  the  Salt  it  felf  is  too  black  and  im¬ 
pure,  that  Salt  cannot  get  its  due  luftre  and  whitenefs 
by  barely  one  fuch  a  purifying  Operation,  and  there¬ 
fore  there  is  requifite  a  reiteration  of  this  Operation, 
fo  that  it  be  again  dilfolved  in  new  water,  and  be  pu¬ 
rifyed,  whereby  it  may  become  altogether  white. 

However,  fuch  a  black  and  impure  Salt,  may  be  pu¬ 
rified  even  by  this  way  ( following)  Pour  the  folution 
it  felf)  while  ’tis  yet  hot,  (the  water  I  mean  in  which 
the  Salt  is  diffblved)  upon  the  alhes  which  a  Lixivium 
hath  been  already  poured  on  before,  and  you  fliall  fee 
the  Salt  Lixivium  to  be  wholly  purified :  But  yet  all 
the  Salt  which  is  extracted  thence,  is  not  fufficiently 
white,  but  that  which  is  gathered  laft  of  all  is  yellow- 
ilh,  and  therefore  muft  be  yet  once  again  purified. 
Note  alfo  here,  that  when  fuch  a  Lixivium  of  Salt  is 
poured  on  the  alhes,  they  muft  be  well  edulcorated 
(rfter  the  operation  is  finilhed)leaft  the  Salt  ftickingin 
the  Reedy  or  Bull-riifh-bottomfhouldgive  an  unfitting 
faknefs.to  theLixivium  that  is  nextpoured  thereupon. 

And  thus  have  you  the  common  method  of  boiling 
and  preparing  Salt-petre,  in  which  you  meet  with 
*  what 
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what  may  be  well  difallowed  or  rejected,  it  is  ex- 
treamly  tedious,  nor  is  it  at  all  gainful,  for  out  of  a 
j  centenary  ofLixivium,  wehave  no  more  than  three  or 
I  four  pound  of  Petre  i  to  get  which  too,  all  the  reft  of 
the  water  muft  be  done  off  by  evaporation,  which  is 
a  longtime  doing,  and  requires  no  fmall  cofts.  Yet 
I  will  (hew  in  what  follows,  by  what  means  this  incon- 
■  venience  may  be  prevented,  which  I  have  proved  by 
mine  own  experience. 


77je  way  of  augmenting  the  Crude  Lixivium 
afore  its  boiling. 

TH  E  Salt  petre  boilers  have  hitherto  varioufly 
fought  after  the  way  of  augmenting  [  or  fortify¬ 
ing)  the  Lixivium  of  Salt-petre,  that  is,  of  caufmg  a 
more  plentiful  provenue  of  Salt-petre,  in  the  Water 
remaining  of  the  extraftion  of  Salt'petre,  but  in  vain, 
becaufe  they  were  ignorant  of  the  lefler  proof  which 
•  all  things  here  are  tried  by.  Its  augmentation  is  done 
on  this  wife- 

Take  of  a  Lixivium, a  Centenary  of  which  contains 
iiij.  ft.  of  N  itre,  pour  fo  much  of  it  as  a  T  ub  or  V  effei 
will  hold ,upon  new  earth  ,let  it  ftand  for  twelve  hours  j 
then  draw  off  the  Lixivium,  and  as  much  as  you  find 
wanting  of  what  you  poured  on  (which  may  ealily  be 
known  by  the  emptinefs  of  the  meafure  which  it 
was  in,  afore  you  poured  it  on,  and  in  which  it  is  now 
gathered  or  received  again)  pour  fo  much  fimple  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  Earth,  which  draw  off  in  like  manner,  and 
mix  it  with  the  Lixivium,  and  you  will  then  have  the 
fame  quantity  that  you  had  in  your  Veffel  afore.  This 
done  try  the  Lixivium  by  the  leffer  experiment  or 
proof  and  you  will  find  it  to  contain  'zy.ft.  of  Nitre. 
Pour  this  Lixivium  that  contains  in  it  -ojAh  of  Nitre 
upon  other  new  earth,  and  proceed  on  the  manner  a- 
forefaid,  and  you  fhall  have  your  Lixivium  to  contain 
Lv.ft.  of  Nitre.  You  may  pour  this  a  third  time  upon 
other  new  earth  &  proceed  on  with  it  after  the  afore= 
faid  manner, and  you  fliall  yet  have  more  Nitre  out  of  a 
Centenary  ofLixivium.  But  you  muft  be  always  wary 
in  this  Operation,  that  you'draw  off,  neither  more  nor 
lefs  Lixivium  from  the  earth  than  you  had  before,  in 
the  Veffel.  Thefe  things  it  pleafed  me  to  add,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fecond  pouring  on  of  water,  meerly  for 
the  experiments  or  proofs  fake,  whereby  we  may  be 
made  certain  of  the  augmentation  thereof  (forafrnuch 
as  the  Lixivium  doth  by  this  means  hold  in  it  more  Ni= 
tre)  and  that  we  may  be  forced  to  ackdowledge  its 
augmentation  even  in  that  way.  Then  after  this  is 
done,  you  may  ufe  the  weaker  Lixivium  inftead  of  wa¬ 
ter,  to  fill  up  the  firft  meafure,  and  fo  the  Lixivium 
will  be  the  eafier,  and  more  augmented ;  and  we  may 
in  a  Ihort  time  have  fufficient  quantity  hereof  for  to 
boil.  And  although  this  augmentation  of  the  Lixivi¬ 
um  requires  a  great  deal  of  labour,' yet  are  all  the 
(pains,  &c.)  recompenfed,  becaufe  we  hereby  get  in 
one  Weeks  fpace,and  with  lefs  expence  of  Wood,  far 
more  Nitre  than  by  the  other  common  ways :  But  yet 
there  are  requifite  more  VeflHs  for  this  kind  of  work¬ 
ing,  wherein  the  feparated  Lixivium  may  be  kept. 

1  will  aifo  give  the  Reader  a  manuduftion  here,  by 
what  way  the  boiling  of  the  Lixivium  is  to  be  ordered, 
or  contrived:  Firft  of  all,  this  is  well  to  be  regarded, 
that  fcrafmuch  as  a  great  boiling  requires  a  great 
quantity  of  earth,  and  yet  there  does  not  at  all  times, 
earth  of  a  like  goodnefs  offer  it  felf  (cfpecially  feeing  a 
Man  cannot  make  proof  of  it  all )  upon  which  the  cofts 
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and  labours  (neceffary  about  it )  may  be  well  (or  at 
the  beft  hand)  bellowed  ;  It  feems  wholly  expedient, 
not  to  makefuch  a  great  Coeftion  (or  boiling-trade) 
but  to  do  it  with  only  three  or  four  Tubs,  that  fo  we 
may  choofe  only  the  beft  convenient  earth,  which  we 
may  dig  in  the  Cities  (or  Towns)  out  of  Houfesof 
long  ftanding,  and  out  of  Stables,  but  yet  not  too 
deep :  Such  a  Lixivium  as  contains  in  an  hundred 
weight  of  it  eight  pounds  of  Nitre,  maybe  increafed 
to  eighteen  or  twenty  pounds,  if  vve  proceed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  aforefaid  method.  And  therefore  fuch 
Nitre  boilers  as  inhabit  thofe  regions  where  there  is 
fcarcity  of  Wood  may  give  hereunto  good  heed. 

Now  the  Lixivium  augmented  on  this  wife,  doth 
not  attrad  all  the  nitre  out  of  the  earth  it  fclf.but  there 
doth  yet  fome  always  remain  behind  ;  And  therefore 
you  need  notprefently  throw  it  away,but  pour  there¬ 
upon  fome  fimple  Waters,  which  after  it  hath  flood 
thereon  for  fome  hours,  draw  off  again,  and’you  lhall 
have  a  weak  Lixivium, which  you  may  try  by  the  proof, 
and  proceed  on  therewith  in  the  method  of  augmen¬ 
ting  it,  and  fo  you  will  have  a  continual  labour.  ^ 

Thislikewifeis  tobeobferved  in  an  efpecial  mam 
ner,  let  the  Worff-houfe  in  which  this  boiling  up  of 
your  Salt-petre  is  done,  be  very  low,  and  covered  with 
thatch,  that  fo  the  heat  may  be  the  better  kept  about 
the  Tubs,  and  this  Operation  may  be  done  as  well  in 
the  Winter  as  in  the  Summer,  and  that  the  weak  Li¬ 
xivium  may  not  at  all  congeal. 

And  now,  even  as  Salt-petre  is  made  by  boiling,  out 
of  the  Lixivium  which  is  made  of  Earth,  even  fo  is  it 
ofthat  Lixivium  which  is  gotten  out  of  Stones  or  the 
Lime  (and  Dung)  Arches  (afore-fpoken  of  ^ )  only 
there  is  this  difference,  That  this  laft  way  of  my  con¬ 
trivance  (with  ftones  &c.)  is  eafier,  and  yields  more 
Nitre.  Such  as  are  pleafed  with  this  kind  of  work 
may  fet  about  it,  nor  will  they  beftow  their  Labours  in 
vain ;  there  may  be  abundance  of  things,  and  thofe 
wonderful  ones  too,  effedled  with  Salt-petre,  as  I  have 
abundantly  demonftrated  in  my  foregoing  Writings, 
andfliall  in  my  following  ones  too, more  clearly  demon- 
ftrate  ifGodvouchfafe  ftrength  and  abilities. 

But  before  1  come  to  the  praff  ice  it  felf,  and  to  de- 
feribe  the  benefits  of  Salt-petre  in  fpecie  for  in  parti¬ 
cular)  it  is  wholly  neceffary  to  fhew  how  wonder¬ 
ful,  yea  how  incomparable  a  fubjed,  that  Salt-petre  is. 
And  this  thing  I  have  already  handled  at  large  in  the 
Second  Part  of  the  Philofophical  Furnaces.^  in  the  Second 
Part  of  the  Pharmacofoeta  Spagyrica^hwi  efpecially  in  my 
Mir  aculam  Mandi,  and  in  the  Explication^  and  Conti¬ 
nuation.^  and  Defence  of  the  fame. 

Here  the  Author  runs  oat  into  a  large  digrejfion  in  his 
own  vindication^  upon  the  occafion  of  certain  Letters  fent 
him  hy  one  I.  H- S.  who Stiledhimjelf  the  Son  of  Sendi- 
VOgiuSi  in  which  Letters  he  highly  extols  the  Her- 
mettek  learning  of  the  Author  .^hut  blames  him  for  Writing 
fo  plainly  of  great  fecrets^  add  exhorts  him  to  be  more 
fparing  and  obfeure  for  the  future.  Withal  offering  his 
fervice(,and  begging  the  Authors  leave')  to  defend  hts  Per-‘ 
fon  and  Writings  againft  Farnner  and  others.  The  Au¬ 
thor  not  taking  his  advice  nor  yet  accepting  of  his  fervice 
(^fufpebling  him  to  be  a  felf  defigner )  this  I,  H.  S.  after¬ 
wards  publijhed  a  Book  entituled  Lucerna  Salis  Philofo- 
phorum.  In  which  he  offers  to  teach  the  m'akin^  of  the 
Philofophers-ftone  at  aprice  or  reward  ;  and  reproacht 
eefi  Glauber  whom  he  before  had  fo  highly  magni  fed  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  Letters.^  advifing  People  to  avoid  his  ventings  as  So- 
phtjlical.  In  this  Treatife  he  mentions  a  Prediction  or 
Prophecy  of  three  'Monarchs  that  were  to  appear  in  .the' 
.  U  u  u  u  World  ' 
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World:  The  firfi  of  concerning  E\hs  the  Ar^ 

tf(}.  Secondly,  'I  hat  of  Cofmopolita  of  the  coming  of  the 
Northern  Monarch-  Thirdly,  That  qf  Jacob  Behraen, 
That  a  Lily  iring  forth  Flowers  from  the  North. 

'  He  intimates  that  himfelf  is  the  Elias  of  Arts.  Secondly, 
Thai  fome  Northern  Monarch  do  mighty  things  m 
the  World :  And  Thirdly,  that  the  Writings  of  Jacob 
Behmen  fhbuld  be  again  Printed  a  new.  After  the  Author 
hath  fhnved  the  ill  dealing  of  this  I.  H.  S.  with  him,  and 
•vindicated  himfelf,  then  he  proceeds  brie  fly  to  Comment  ag¬ 
on  thefe  three  Frediftions  er  Proghecies. 

By,  what  hath  been  faid^maythe  Candid  and  well' 
minded  Reader  judge  what  judgment  is  to  be  had  of 
this  Monarch  of  Arts  I.  H.  S-  Every  one  that  reads 
them  will  find  whether  or  no  fuch  a  Monarchy  is  to  be 
expecT;ed  from  fuch  a  ones  Writings.  But  now  ttiat 
1  my  felf  may  likewife  here  produce  my  opinion?  con¬ 
cerning  Paracelfus  his  meaning  where  he, writeth,  1  fny 
that  the  mofl  eminent  Secrets  will  not  be  known  afore  Elias 
the  Artift  jhall  come  and  teach  them :  (But  I  pray)  what 
hath  the  holy  Man  Elias  to  do  with  Arts  ?  verily  no 
thingat  sll. Paracelfus  minded  or  pointed  at  fome  other 
thing,  he  well  knew,  that  no  body  comes  unto  fnch 
knowledge,  unlefs  by  Revelation  from  God,  by  godly 
Prayers,  and  by  fearching ;  This  is  the  true  Elias 
which  Paracelfus  fpeakethof,  if  (ws..)  the  word  Elias 
be  read  backwards,  and  E  changed  into  A :  For  then 
’tis  the  fame  with  SaUa(fX\zt  is,Salts)  fuch  as  thefe(w?:.. 
falts)are  known  untojto  them  is  Ehas  a  mailer  or  teachs 
er-  And  where  the  faid  Paracelfus  fpeaketh  of  Salts  he 
zdds  Alchimy  finds  it  (to  be )  tn  Nitre  :  FT ereby  (hewing 
and  pointing  at  Salia,  Salts,  which  word  being  read 
backward  is  Elias  ?  And  this  is  my. opinion  as  touch¬ 
ing  the  coming  of  Elias  thQ  Artiil,  and  Ido  yet  (again) 
fay,  that  to  him  to  whom  Salts  are  known,  hath  Elias 
appeared.  And  let  this  be  fufficient  to  have  fpoken 
of  the  firil  Monarchy  of  !.  H-  S.  and  what  is  to  be 
judged  thereof. 
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that  the  Lion  (hall  be  expeded  out  of  the  North,  if 
Paracelfus  did  by  it  underftand  or  mean  Salt-petre,  for 
that  cannot  be  faid  to  be  expeded  (or  waited  for  j 
which  hath  always  been  ?  Surely  the  approach  of  this 
Northern  Lion  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  or  thought  to  be 
as  to  the  outfideafped  and  known  ufe, but  only  accord= 
ing  to  the  internal  virtue,  &  the  Trealiire  thereinihid- 
den;,  concerning  which,  the  Philofophers  have  writ¬ 
ten  many  things  enigmatically,  and  kept  up  all  things 
moft  fecretly.  Verily  he  to  whom  the  infide  of  Salt¬ 
petre  is  known  will  be  able  to  report  wonderful  things, 
for  'tis  that  only  that  is  the  true  Monarch,  and  is  able 
toinftitutea  good  governance  for  thofe  that  pofTefs 
and  know  it.  This  Monarch  will  not  be  to  any  one  a 
flirrer  up  to  kill  others,  and  to  take  from  others  their 
Goods  and  Kingdoms,  and  to  difquiet  the  whole 
World, as  we  fee  other  Monarchs  do,but  he  will  bring 
Peace  and  Concord,  and  will  perfwade  the  Soldiers  to- 
Hay  at  home  and  to  get  their  food  by  the  labour  of 
their  hands,  and  not  to  (bed  the  blood  of  the  innocent ; 
he  will  injoin  the  greedy  Ufurers  to  be  beneficial  to 
the,  poor  &  to  put  an  end  to  their  immoderate  ufury  •, 
he  will  (hew  to  the  Divines,  that  all  their  contenti¬ 
ons  are  vain,  and  that  they  caufe  nothing  but  inquie¬ 
tude,  dilfention  and  difeord  amongft  Men,  and  will 
require  at  their  hands  to  Preach  concerning  friendfiiip 
to,  and  love  of  ones  Neighbour,  whifh  under  this  un¬ 
profitable  contending  is  wholly  loll,  and  to  banilh 
away  all  hatred  and  contrary=wife  to  ftrive  after  pa¬ 
tience  and  Chriftian  humility-  Thefe  kind  of  Do- 
(Irines  and  governance  the  inward  or  infide  knowledge 
of  the  Northern  Lion  will  bring  with  him,  and  not 
any  Warorfheddingof  Blood.  But  afore  the  faid 
Lion  is  tamed  and  made  gentle,  he  is  very  ravenous, 
and  the  venomous  Bafilisk,  and  devouring  Dragon, 
preying  both  upou  Men  and  Bealls,  demolilhing  Cities 
and  Callles,  and  deftroying  Goods  and  Men  together. 
Thus  have  I  in  brief  expounded  my  opinion  of  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  Lion  from  the  North,  let  every  one  believe 
it  as  helilleth.  Aud  thus  much  (hall  fuffice  for  the 
Second  Monarchy,  and  how  it  is  tobeunderllood. 


Now  follows  the  Second 

AS  for  thefecond  Monarchy, he  alledgeth  the  Pro¬ 
phecy  of  Paracelfus,  which  runs  thus :  A  Eton 
jhall  come  from  the  North,  and  become  the  Adonarch  of  the 
World:  Which  Prediftion  is  not  at  all  to  be  under-- 
food  according  to  the  Letter.  What  has  Paracelfus 
to  do  with  the  Northern  Lion  ?  What  bufinefs  has  he 
with  the  Monarch  of  the  World.  Some  there  are  that 
endeavour  to  attribute  that  Prophecy  to  one  or  other 
of  the  Northern  Kings,  but  yet  that  was  notin  the  leaf 
Paracelfus^s  meaning, he  drove  at  a  far  other-guefs  bu- 
f  nefs,  and  by  that  Lion  he  meant  Salt-nitre,  which  is 
wont  to  be  broughtunto  us  by  the  Northern  Winds, 
Rain  and  Snow,  and  that  feveral  times  yearly  as  is 
well  known  unto  all ;  hereupon  many  amongft  the 
Philo(ophers,and  fome  of  them  the  latter  Philofophers, 
have  filled  great  VelTels  with  the  Rain  and  Snow  that 
comes  out  of  the  North,  and  aimed  at  the  preparation 
of  a  Tinfture  thereout  of,  but  they  found  nothing  elfe 
but  Salt-petre,  which  to  get,  I  have  Ihown  a  much 
Ihorterway. 

Paracelfus,  Baflltus,  and  others  have  Written  many 
things  of  the  green  and  red  Lion,  all  which  are  to  be 
underftood  of  Saltmicre, which  may  moft  eafily  be  tran- 
fmuced  into  the  green  or  red  Lion,  concerning  which 
thing  I  ray  felf  have  made  mention  in  many  places. 

But  fome  or  other  may  reply,  How  can  it  be  faid 


Nflw  follows  the  third  Monarchical  Prophecy. 

AS  for  what  concerns  the  third  Prophecy  which 
LH.S.  doth  alfo  make  mention  of,  (&  will  have 
it )  to  concern  a  certain  Writer,  whofe  name  is  Jacob 
Behmen,s\i\YO  exercifed  the  Shooe-.makers  Cvah,3nd  pub- 
liihed  many'Theological  and  alfo  Chymical  things, 
which  John  Beth  doth  again  Print :  As  far  as  I  know 
by  his  writings,  he  was  an  honeft  Man,  but  I  do  not 
know  what  he  underftood  in  Alchimy  ;  but  however 
this  is  evident,  that  he  never  exercifed  or  pradtifed 
Chymical  Operations,  and  that  his  Chymical  writings 
are  moft  difficult  to  be  underftood,  but  bis  Theologi-- 
cal writings  are  read  by  many.  My  opinion  concerning 
the  bufinefs  is  this,  that  this  fame  I.  H.  S.  was  minded 
to  quarrel  with  me,  that  fo  there  being  a  brawling 
bred  between  us  he  might  make  his  Books  the  more 
faleable.  I  have  therefore  thus  plainly  anfwered  him, 
but  if  he  proceed  on  incontraryihg  and  oppofing  me, 
I  (hall  be  conftrained  Nolens  T dens  to  meet  with  him 
another  kind  of  way,  for  I  am  even  wearied  and  glut¬ 
ted  with  contention.  If  he  will  needs  brawl  and  ftold 
let  him  do  it  with  thofe  that  have  no  work  to  do,  fuch 
as  hehimfelf  &  his  alTociates  are,  who  have  no  Family 
to  rule  and  look  after,  I  can  for  my  own  part  beftow 
my  time  better  than  in  thofe  contentions,  which  bring 
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no  profit,  but  only  to  the  Bookfeller,  whofe  Books  be¬ 
fore  they  are  known  fell  well. 

But  to  conclude,  I  will  in  a  few  words  open  the  ill 
^  afFe(fted  mind  of  J.  H.S.  to  the  Candid  Reader.  When 
I  had  lookt  into  his  Treatife,  and  perceived  that  he 
had  ranked  me  amongft  the  Sophifters,  I  fhowed  to 
fome  of  my  faithful  Friends,  the  Letters  which  he  had 
written  unto  me,  that  fo  I  might  hear  their  Judgment 
concerning  them;  verily,  there  was  not  one  amongfl: 
them  all,  but  wondered  at  the  wicked  mind  and  falfe- 
nefs  of  this  Man:  Yea,  one  of  them  did  afterwards 
inform  him  by  his  Letters,  what  way  I  had  purpofed 
to  take,  “Viz.,  again  to  wipe  off  that  undeferved  Title 
he  had  put  upon  me,  and  to  defend  my  felf  againft 
fuch  Monllrous  Impiety,  To  which  he  received  from 
the  faid  J.  H.  S.  an  Anfwer,  which  he  likewife  fliew- 
ed  me,  wherein  (’raongft  other  things)  he  pretends, 
that  the  caufe  of  his  hatred  [  againft  me  ]  was, 
becaufe  I  had  in  fome  places  written  fo  very  clearly  of 
the  Univerfal  Medicine  :  Yea,  and  he  farther  adds, 
that  it  is  no  fuch  great  defpillng  one,  or  Contempt  to 
call  one  a  Sophifter;  for  Gekr  was  accounted  fora 
Sophifter,  and  yet  was  he  a  King.  And  that  if  I  wrote 
againft  him,  he  would  do  the  fame  againft  me,  and 


endamage  not  only  me,  but  my  Children  too  ;  which 
Epiftle  is  yet  kept  fafe.  Now  let  any  Honeft  Man  con- 
flder  whether  this  be  a  Human,  or  Diabolical  adion. 

Some,  when  they  heard  this,  perfwaded  metopafs 
overall  in  filence,and  that  there  would  come  of  it  fuch 
another  brawling  bufinefs  as  was  with  whofe 

Exhortation  I  yielded  to,  that  I  would  not  fo  much  as 
once  anfwer  him,  how  great  Lies  foever  he  told,  but 
rather  purpofed  by  referring  all  till  the  next  Spring,  to 
get  me  Friends  by  the  benefit  of  my  very  eminent  Ins 
ventions  (God  willing^  which  lliould  not  only  inter¬ 
cede,  orftandup  for  me,  butalfo  for  my  Children 
too,  after  my  Deceafe  :  1  doubt  not,  but  that  there 
may  be  fome  principal  perfons  found,  which  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  overturning  fuch  Inhuman  Perverfenefs. 

Thefefew  things  was  I  conftrained  to  add  (in  a  Pa- 
renthdis)  for  the  defence  of  my  Writings,  thereby 
topaintoutthedeceitfulnefsof  Men,  and  to  difcover 
what  is  to  be  opinionated  concerning  fuch  turn-coated 
Foxes:  The  which  I  entreat  the  Reader  not  to  take 
in  evil  part,  but  to  accept  of  the  Secrets  laid  open  in 
this  Treatife,  as  a  Reward  for  his  pains  in  reading  this 
Apology. 


Now  follows  the  Moft  Potent  Lion,  and  Monarch  of  the  North; 
to  whom  none  in  the  World  may  be  compared,  nor  did  ever  any 
excel  him  in  Glory  and  Power,  or  Jhaff  be  like  unto  him. 


BUt  before  1  begin  to  write  any  thing  of  that  Om¬ 
nipotent  Monarch,  I  have  thought  it  profitable 
to  add  here  in  this  place,  for  the  better  knowledge  of 
the  fame,  Paracelfushis  Prophelle,  as  I  met  with  it, 
whereby  any  one  that  is  skill’d  in  nature,  may  fuffici- 
ently  fee,  that  Paracelfts  did  not  mean  a  King,  but 
the  great  Philofophical  Miftery,  and  would  point  that 
out  unto  us :  His  Words  therefore  are  as  follows. 

The  Prophefie  of  Dr.  Thilip  TJ:)eophraTtus 
^aracelfus  of  the  Northern  Lion, 

THey  will  not  have  me  in  my  Sepulchre,  but  will  hale 
me  out  thence,  and  lay  me  down  towards  the  Eafl  : 
Jlnd  1  do  foretell  unto  you,  that  there  are  three  great 
Treajures  hidden, 

i .  The  Firfi  is  at  Weyda,  at  the  Alps  of  Julia. 

2.  The  Second  is  between  Suevia,  Bavaria  •'  The 
place  I  do  not  poine  at,  becaufe  of  avoiding  the  being  the 
original  of  many  evils,  and  becaufe  of  the  fheddimr  of 
Bloud. 

3 .  The  Third  is  between  Spain  and  France. 

JTe  now  that  fh all  find  thefe,  will  be  carried  in  Trh 
umph,  and  be  admired  by  all :  Likewife  between  Suevia 
(or  Scawben)  and  Bavaria,  there  are  Books  which  con¬ 
tain  no  mean  and  common  ulrtifces,  that  will  offer  them- 
filves  together  with  precious  Stones  and  a  Carbuncle. 

I  will  here  likewife  declare  the  Jge  of  fuch  as  fhall 
find  them. 

The  Firfi  will  be  years  old. 

The  Second  50  years  old. 


The  Third  28  years  old. 

^ndthefe  fhall  be  found  not  long  after  the  exitf or  ruine'f 
of  the  Auftrian  Empire,  and  it  fhall  happen,  that  in  this 
very  fame  time)  a  Fellow  Lion  jliall  come  out  of  the  North, 
which  fhall  be  Ferfecutorof  the  Eagle,  and  at  length  its 
Conquerour*  Tie  fisall  fubjebt  under  this  Empire  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  a  part  of  Afia  and  Affrica,  and  fhall  profefs 
the  good  and  Chriftian  Religion,  and  fhall  have  many 
Followers  thereof.  It  fhall  firfi  of  all  be  a  mofi  trouble- 
fom  work^for  him  to  chafe  away  the  Claws  of  the  Eagle 
out  of  the  Empire  \  but  afore  this  comes  to  pap,  there  will 
arife  extreamly  great  Diffentions,  and  various  Grudges 
among fi  all  Men  in  all  Countries ;  the  Inferior  will  rtfe 
againft  the  Superior,  fothat  there  will  be  a  great  tumult, 
but  yet  notwithfianding  the  Members  fhall  fuffer  the  pu- 
niflments  of  their  wickednefs,  and  the  head  abide  fafe. 

Nor  fhall  here  be  an  end,  but  there  fhall  be  kindled  a 
great  fire,  which  fhall  turn  all  into  afhes,  but  the  Omni¬ 
potent  God  will  be  at  hand  to  help  his  own  people,  for  there 
fhall  yet  remain  a  fmall  fparkje  of  Piety,  which  will  take 
rooting,  andencreafe  by  little  and  little )  and  fir  ike  a  ter- 
rour  into  the  plundering  Robbers,  and  make  that  alive, 
which  feems  to  be  dead.  The  Enemies  and  Perfecutors  of 
Chrifi,  will  call  themfelves  powerful,  and  every  where 
bring  in  great  Devafiations,  infomuch  that  there  will  feem 
to  be  an  end  of  our  AHions. 

Now  whilfi  the  Enemy  is  placed  in  the  very  topmofi  pitch 
of  fortune,  the  mofi  Jufi  God,  will  (by  the  help  of  a  fmall 
company J  defiroy,  and  utterly  root  out  the  Northern  Lion, 
accompanying  him,  together  with  all  his  Clerks  ;  yet  abun¬ 
dance  fhall  be  Converted,  and  believe  on  his  Omnipotence, 
and  in  the  mofi  Holy  Name  of  Cod. 

When  therefore  this  Lion  hath  gotten  the  Eagles  Scepter, 
everybody  will  reverence,  and  run  after  his  Majefiy  :  He 
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jhall  he  power/ hI  in  Deeds  and  Connjcls^  and  the  Subji/h 
that  now  refitfe  hintyjhali  receive  hint  with  t  he  great  e/t  joy  ^ 
and  ackyowlcdg  him  their  Superior, 

Then  nnift  the  aforefaid  Treajdre  ’nrm  Suevia  and 
Bavaria  he  found^  which  is  equivalent  to  the  Riches  of 
twelve  Kingdoms^  where  alfo  lies  hid^  a  Carhunile,^  as 
hij  as  an  Egg-)  richer  than  any  price- 

The  other  Treajurc  that  lies  between  Spain  and  France, 
is  indeed  great  and  potent,  hut  yet  it  gives  place  to  the 
former,  it  Jhall  he  manifefied  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lion 
that  Comes  from  the  North-)  and^  which  jhall  tt,  kj  the 
Eagle,  and  then  at  length  jhall  men  confidcrwell  what  1 
'ThcoiihYziimhave  been- 

Now  when  the  praifed  Northern  Lion  hath  jinifhed  his 
Cowfe,  and  hath  broken  the  edge  of  the  Eagles  Claws, 
then  jhall  Peace  and  Concord  every  where  fpeedily  and  ve¬ 
hemently  fly  thereunto,  but  yet  he  will  fend  afore,  forne  figns 
and  tokens  by  which  it  fh all  appear  unto  us,  that  the  Mef- 
fengers  fent  forth  fall  declare  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 
There  is  yet  one  ordy  thing  that  I  Theophraltus  do  beg  at 
your  hands,  that  ye  do  not  any  of  you  impute  unto  me  the 
things  which  I  now  lay  open  -,  jor^Jmuch  as  I  cannot  be  a-- 
gainfi  the  Will  of  God,  which  J  muji  put  in  execution  in 
the  Nature  of  things. 

Thefe  are  thoje  Secrets  of  Secrets  that  I  was  willing  to 
open  U'.to  you-  This  Treafure  far  exceeds  other  Trea- 
fures  ■,  my  Arts  are  hidden  in  that  place  betwixt  Suevia 
^nd  Bavaria,  and  they  are  thefe,  viz-  The  true  Tranf- 
mutation  of  Metals  of  alhortway:  The  Univerfal, 
more  than  perfed  :  The  fo  much  talked  of  Aurum  Po¬ 
tabile,  and  Philofophers  ftone  :  But  he  that  by  the  gui¬ 
dance  of  God  has  an  entrance  opened  to  the  finding  of 
them,  fall  there  f-nd  (befdts  other  fiones )  a  precious 
Carhuncle,which  lies  hidden  in  a  little  Box  cunningly  made 
by  Men,  and  covered  over  with  Gems  -,  the  Key  of  the 
little  Box  is  in  a  Golden  Coffin,  the  Golden  is  put  tn  a  Sil¬ 
ver  one  ',  the  Silver  one  in  a  Tin  one  ;  and  it  lies  in  fuch  a 
place  as  God  hath  chofen,  or  appeimed- 

The  Omnipotent  God  will  befiow  upon  him  that  finds 


The  Eftafih  of  Theophraftiis  ParacelfuSi  ' 
which  is  to  be  Jeen  Rngrdped  on  d  Stone  at 
Sakzburg,  in  the  Hof  fit  al  of  St.  Seba- 
ftian,  ere  Bed  againfi  the  Wall  of  the 
Church. 

Ere  lies  Buried  Thllififius  Theophyafius, 
an  Eminent  Dodor  of  Phyfick  : 

Who  by  a  Wonderful  Arc,  took 
away  chofe  Dire  Maladies,  the  Leprofie^ 
Gout.,  Vropfie,  and  other  the  Incurable 
Difeales  of  the  Body ;  and  Honourably 
Diftributed,  and 'gave  his  Goods  unto 
the  Poor.  He  Died  the  zT^th,  Day  of’ 
\  September 


How  could  he  be  pofTibly  more  praifed  after  his 
Death,  than  I  fee  to  be  done  by  this  Epitaph.  But 
yet  I  would  not  have  you  think  that  I  defire  you  to  ac* 
count  of  my  Opinion  as  if  it  were  Gofpel.  It  pleafed 
me  here  to  put  it  for  this  end,  to  flrew,  what  my 
thoughts  are,  as  concerning  this  thing,  every  one 
may  believe  as  lifteth  him,  but  as  for  my  part  I  will  in 
no  cafe  believe,  that  the  Predidion  is  to  be  explained 
according  to  the  Words  or  Letter :  But  whereas  it  is 
faid,  that  he  (hall  be  taken  out  of  his  Sepulchre,  and 
put  in  another  towards  the  Eaft,  I  do  thus  interpret 
it  :  That  if  any  (liall  underftand  his  Writings,  they 
(hall  thencefrom  perceive  what,  and  how  great  a  one 
them  his  Divine  BenedibHon  in  all  his  Affairs,  and  will  j  he  was, and  fo  will  make  his  Caufe  their  own, and  will 


give  him  power  to  opprefs  all  evil,  and  to  draw  out  good  ; 
tvhereby  things  neceff'ary  may  likeivife  be  obtained  from  God 
who  is  able  again  to  reduce  the  world  he  made  of  nothing, 
into  a  nothing  :  Let  the  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  be  alfo  with 
,  the  Blcjfed  Trinity,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


us. 


Fird  of  all,  Paracelfus  in  this  his  Prophefie, 
that  Men  (hall  draw  him  out  of  his  Grave,  and  place 
him  towards  the  Eaft  5  who  is  fo  fimple  as  to  think 
that  this  is  to  be  underftood  according  to  the  Letter  t 
What  Profit  and  Honour  would  thence  arife  to  P ara~ 
celfus,  if  his  Bones  were  digg’d  forth,  and  tranfiated 
into  another  place  ?  Whereas  if  he  were  even  now  li¬ 
ving,  he  could  not  delire  a  better  and  more  excellent 
Tomb,  than  that  he  lies  in.  Whilft  he  was  living, 
he  was  not  fo  proud  5  he  very  well  knew  that  the  Ho¬ 
nours  of  this  World  are  fading  and  vain.  Nor  did 
he  ever  require,  that  any  Epitaph  (hould  be  ereded 
to  his  Honour  ;  Although  (when  his  Friends  had  ta¬ 
ken  care  to  lay  him  in  a  decent  place.)  The  Magiftrate 
commanded  a  very  notable  Epitaph  to  be  engraven  on 
his  Tomb'ftone  for  a'Teftimonial  of  his  Deeds,  the 
which  Epitaph  will  bring  him  Praife  enough  while  the 
World  lads.  The  faid  Epitaph  runs  thus. 


defend  his  Writings  againft  Inimicitious  Zoilifts  ( or 
Carpers )  and  Ignorants,  who  as  well  fince  his  Death, 
as  whilft  he  was  alive,  entreated  him  very  inhumanly, 
and  as  it  were,  opprefied  him  with  Lies,  and  Infamous 
Libels,  and  fo  do  they  take  him  as  it  were  out  of  his 
obfeure  Tomb,  and  place  him  towards  the  Eaft,  by 
which  it  may  appear  to  every  one  wliat  an  incompa-^ 
rable  Man  he  was  5  to  the  performance  of  which,  I  will 
not  refufe  to  lend  ray  poor  help,  though  fmall,  ( God 
permitting.) 

He  doth  afterwards  add,  that  there  are  three  great 
Treafures  hidden,  which  whoever  (hall  find,  (halltri* 
umph  very  nobly  *,  the  places  which  Paracelfus  points 
at,  and  where  thofe  Treafures  are  hidden,  are,  where 
the  Metals  are  digged  and  indeed  fuch  places  they 
are,  as  in  which  there  lies  hidden  the  higheft  Tindture, 
and  which  other u'ife  is  not  to  be  found  neither  in 
Gold,  nor  Silver,  nor  in  all  the  other  Metals,  or  Mi¬ 
nerals. 

I  do  think  that  Par  ace! fits  knew  thefe  Minerals,  and 
made  a  Tinfture  of  them,  and  thereupon  was  willing 
thus  obfeurely  todeferibe  fuch  Treafures- 

He  that  fiiall  find,  that  is  dig  it  forth,  and  (hall 
know  the  way  of  preparing'a  Tindlure  thencefrom 
(hall  doubtleily  be  magnified,  efpecially  if  he  will 
difclofe  them  unto  others. 

Now  I  believe  that  if  thefe  Treafures  ihould  be 
digged  out  by  forne  godly,honeft,  and  wife  Man,  (for 
the  finding  them  is  denied  unto  reprobates)  would 
not  hunt  after  or  afiedf  vain  Glory,  but  be  contented 
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in  that  he  knows  it :  But  it  is  not  convenient  to  open  or 
difclofe  what  this  Miner  a,  is,  wherein  God  hath  put 
fuch  a  fingular  Tindure,  and  which  he  hath  hidden 
from  the  proud  and  covetous.  But  feeing  that  all 
things  refide  in  the  hands  of  God,  who  can  give  unto 
his  own  People  that  which  he  denies  unto  others,  1  do 
not  at  all  fear  any  one’s  exhaulling  fo  eafily  aTreafure 
lying  fo  profoundly  hidden,  although  1  Ihould  make 
known  this  fubjed. 

Thus  much  I  have  experienced,  that  there  lies  in 
them  a  much  more  excellent  Tindure  than  in  the  other 
Metals  or  Minerals,  but  I  do  not  boafl:  that  I  have 
thence  drawn  the  univerfal  Tindure  and  made  it  fix, 
i  for  time  and  occafion  would  not  as  yet  permit  it. 

.  But  I  have  often  times  in  a  particular  way  inftituted  a 
i  graduation  of  Lmn^  by  the  help  thereof,  infomuch 
that  it  hath  left  fomefix’d  Sol  i  Whereby  I  have  obfer- 
ved,  that  many  excellent  and  profitable  things  may  be 
cfFeded,  when  that  volatile  Tindure  is  by  the  rule  of 
i  Art  made  fix'd  and  fluid.  However  I  will  make  trial, 
if  God  fhall  vouchfafe  me  life  and  ftrength,  and  fee 
what  I  fhall  thence  obtain. 

^  As  concerning  the  name  of  the  fubjed?  it  is  called 
Magnefia  Saturnina :  which  is  found  between  France 
and  Spain  in  the  Piedmont  Mountains',  ’its  commonly 
called  the  Piedmontmagnefia,  but  ’tis  very  much  un¬ 
like  (to  one  another  J  for  fome  of  it  is  of  a  yellow  co¬ 
lour,  and  this  the  Glafs-men  ufe,  when  they 

make  Glafs,  that  it  may  become  pellucid  and  tranfpa- 
rent.  The  Glafs  doth  at  firfl  become  of  a  purple  or 
Araethifl;  colour,  but  this  colour  abides  not  one  hours 
fpace  in  the  fubjed,  but  it  evaporates,  becaufe  it  is  not 
fix’d  enough  as  yet, and  then  the  Glafs  becomes  wholly 
tranfparent  and  bright,  but  if  they  would  have  the 
Glafs  hold  the  purple  colour,  they  prefently  work  it 
■  up  as  foon  as  ever  the  Magnefia  is  therein  molten- 
Many  years  agoe,when  I  attempted  operations  about 
things  of  lefs  moment,  and  changed  Cryftals  into  va- 
rioufly  colour’d  Glafles,!  found  that  this  purple  colour 
was  not  fix’d  in  the  Fire ;  and  that  the  Magnefia  had  in 
it  many  impurities,  whereby  my  Glaffes  were  obfeur- 
ed  :  But  yet  I  attempted  to  extrad  from  thence  the 
pure  Tindure  by  Art,  and  to  free  it  from  its  unclean 
faeces,  and  to  this  end  ufed  various  Menftruums,  but 
yet  effeded  nothing ;  until  at  length  I  faw  that  by 
mixing  chat  magnefia  with  fix’d  nitre, it  was  by  boiling 
them  in  a  ftrong  Crucible,  opened  by  the  Nitre,  from 
whence  proceeded  a  delicate  purple  colour.  I  poured 
I  out  the  Mafs  and  powdered  it,  and  extraded  it  with 
I  hot  Water,  and  paffedthe  Liquor  through  a  Filter, 
j  and  then  had  I  a  molt  dainty  purple  fiery  liquor, 

I  which  did  almofl  every  hour  (ftanding  but  only  in  the 
I  cold)  change  colour,  fo  that  it  became  one  while 
i  green,  then  sky  colour,  another  while  of  a  blood  co* 
j  lour  of  its  own  accord,  then  again  prefently  it  received 
other  moft  elegant  colours.  Out  of  which  liquor  I 
j  did  a-new  feparate  the  more  pure  part,  and  I  ufed  this 
\  red  powder  to  tinge  my  Glafles,  the  which  thing  I  in¬ 
deed  obtained,  but  becaufe  the  Tindure  was  more  fu- 
file  than  the  green  ftone  it  felf  which  it  was  extraded 
j  from  1  was  conftrained  to  leave  it  off.  However  this 
;  I  experienced,that  there  lies  a  mighty  Tindure  hidden 
j  in  the  faid  Magnefia,  and  thenceforward  1  pondered 
I  upon  the  bufinefs  more  deeply,  and  adjoined  the  Mag- 
i  nefia  thus  fufile  unto  Luna,  and  then  1  found  fome  Sol  •• 
i  but  1  could  not  bring  the  work  t5  any  fuller  perfedion 
becaufe  of  the  want  of  time,&  ftore  of  bufinefs.  I  am  of 
that  opinion  that  (by  Gods  permiflion)  a  Tindure  may 
thence  be  extraded  for  Metals  and  Animals..  Thefe 
are  my  conceptions,  but  I  well  know,  that  theighd- 


vnnt  Mofftns,  or  Carper,  will  hence  take  occafion  of 
mocking  at  me,  but  this  I  cannot  at  all  hinder. 

This  Saturmne  Magnefia  in  the  ^Ips  of  "Julia  is 
much  purer  and  excellenter  than  that  Piedmont  Mag- 
nefiafii,  and  there  is  in  it  more  Tindure,  the  which  we 
may  extrad  mofl:  eafily  by  the  help  of  Nitre,  and  al¬ 
beit  the  Miner  a  be  of  a  yeilow  colour,  yet  is  there  ex- 
traded  thencefrom  by  the  benefit  of  Salt-petre,  a  moft 
elegant  Tindure,  of  a  greenifh  colour,  and  is  likewife 
one  while  purple ;  then  sky  colour,  then  again  red, 
and  by  and  by  again  it  aflumes  a  green  colour,  the 
which  alfo  is  fo  lulile,  it  fixeth  every  Luna,  and 
doth  in  fome  fort  make  it  golden.  Thefe  two  Mine¬ 
rals!  have  often  times  handled,  and  jhave  thencefroiii 
gotten  the  green  Lion,  but  have  not  proceeded  any 
farther. 

The  third  Treafure ’twixt  Swu'rf  and  Bavaria,  is 
not  much  unlike  unto  thefe  two,  and  without  doubt 
fuch  kind  of  Treafures  will  offer  themfelves  even  in 
many  other  places  where  fuch  Mountains  &  Mine- pits 
are  found  out,  were  but  the  right  way  of  digging  out 
and  ripenning  them,  but  known  unto  us ;  which 
knowledge  is  only  granted  unto  the  Sons  of  GOD. 

Thefe  things  was  I  willing  to  mention,  that  fo  it 
may  be  known  what  my  opinion  is  as  touching  thofe 
Treafures.  For  I  am  firmly  perfwaded  that  the  uni? 
verfal  Medicine  may  be  thence  prepared,efpecially  out 
of  that  which  very  much  abounds  fhining  in  Metal  re- 
fembling  a  vein  of  Lead,  and  yet  yields  not  any  Metal 
by  fufion,  bucaufe  of  its  exceeding  volatility,  and  of 
wholly  flying  away  in  the  form  of  a  vapour ;  Yet  ne4 
verthelefs,  that  Northern  Lion  is  able  to  mafter  it  and 
to  fatten  its  young  ones  thereby.  And  if  GOD  fhall 
vouchfafe  any  one  fuch  a  Treafure,he  will  verily  find 
more  Art=containing  Books  than  is  indeed  needful. 
And  whereas  Paracel/us  adds  that  the  Lion  out  of  the 
North  will  fafter  he  hath  found  the  aforefaid  Trea¬ 
fures)  become  a  Potent  Monarch,  jthis  is  eafie  to  be 
believed,  for  he  is  enriched  with  the  digged- out  Trea¬ 
fures,  and  is  able  to  manage  his  affairs  as  lifleth  him. 
He  will  be  able  to  give  whole  Kingdoms  unto  others, 
and  yet  his  power  will  not  be  diminifhed,  he  will  in 
like  manner  be  able  to  inffitute  good  precepts  and  go», 
vernment,  and  there  will  be  a  notable  affluence  of  all 
things,  infomuch  that  there  will  be  nothing  wanting. 
There  are  many  Men  would  lead  an  honeffc  Life,  were 
they  not  conftrained  by  poverty  and  need  to  do  evilly. 

The  Northern  Lion  is  able  (when  he  hath  found  the 
Treafure  to  abolifh  all  thefe  vices,  and  contrary  wife 
recover  a  good  political  Governance,  Peace  and  Qui¬ 
etude-  For  Wealth  and  Riches  are  able  to  tranfmnte 
Strife  into  Peace,  and  thefe  the  Northern  Lion  can  a- 
bundantly  exhibit,  infomuch  that  he  may  defervedly 
be  Stiled  a  moft  Potent  Monarch.  But  if  fo  be  that- 
evil  companion^'y/T.  Sulphur  be  joined  unto  him,which 
may  provoke  him,  he  becomes  more  venomous  than 
the  Bafilisk,  and  is  able  to  kill  in  a  moment  of  time, 
both  Men  and  Beafts,  yea  to  ruin  Caftles,  Mountains, 
and  Fortifications,  and  to  annihilate  them.  But  on  the 
contrary  when  he  hath  found  the  Treafure,  he  becomes 
tame  and  libera],  and  lays  off  his  anger,'  and  beftows 
on  all  Men  fundry  moft  acceptable  gifts. 

Furthermore,  Paracelfus  faith  that  a  yellow  Lion 
fhall  come  out  of  the  North,  which  fhall  dull  the 
Eagles  Claws ;  all  which  verily  is  to  be  only  under- 
ftood  concerningSalt-petre’s  tranfmuting  virtue  much 
conducing  to  a  perfeefter  augmentation  of  the  Metals, 
from  whence  ©  and  D  together  with  the  Carbuncle 
may  be  atchieved  ;  and  not  at  all  ofa  certain  Northern 
King  and  the  Roman  Eagle.  For  the  yellow  and  fiery 

X  X  X'  X  Lion 


The  Third  Part  of 


354_ _ „ 

Lion  wliich  is  here  treated  of,  is  fixt  Nitre,  and  if  it 
be  joined  to  the  volatile  Eagle,  that  is,  totlie  volati.e 
Corrolive  Salt ;  this  (  Eagle  )  is  overcome  by  tnat 
(fixt  Salt)  and  is  tamed,  becaufe  the  Corroave  viitiie 

which  it  abounded  withal,  IS  taken  away:  So  that  he 

that  is  skill'd  in  Chymiftry  may  well  enough  und.r- 
ftaridwhat  Paracdfm  Arms  at,  and  that  he  does  not 
at  all  mean  thofe  Monarchsand  Rulers,  as  may  be  ga¬ 
thered  out  of  his  Manual,  where  he  Writes,  t^hat  the 

Blood  of  the  red  Lion  is  to  be  commixt  with  the  li¬ 
quor  of  the  w-hite  Eagle,  and  that  from  them  by  a 
due  Cotlion  is  the  univerfal  Tinfture  to  be  extraded. 

Therefore  they  do  evilly  that  interpret  the  Wri¬ 
tings,  and  thefe  predidions  Par  ace  IJ^ns  othevv^ik., 

they  earneftly  exped  external  Monarchs,  but 
ence  hath  taught  that  thofe  Lions  do  bring  vvith  them 

nothing  but  an  hungry  Stomach,  which  can  hardly  be 

well  filled  (or  fatisfied)  with  the  Sheep  and  Lambs  of 
all  Countries.  And  I  pray  God,  turn  them  dom  us 
and  continue  unto  us  Peace  and  Concord, which  is  molt 
of  all  to  bewilhed  for. 

Moreover  Paracelfus  further  faith,  that^  he  was 
conftrained  to  deted  this  Treafure  and  hidden 
crets,  to  (hew  the  nearefl:  way  to  the  defcription  or  the 
Philofophers'-ftone,  which  (Stone)  whoever  find^s  and 
knows  how  to  open  the  Gate,  he  lhall  find  a  Carbuncle 
as  big  as  an  Egg,together  with  other  Gems, which  are 
conferved  in  a  Cheft  made  of  Gold  and  Gems, and  this 
Cheft  in  a  Golden  Sepulchre,  the  Golden  one  in  a  Sil¬ 
ver  one,  the  Silver  one  in  a  Tin  one,  on  which  the 

Key  is  placed.  r  i-n 

And  now  will  there  be  any  one  fo  foolifh  as  to  inter¬ 
pret  this  according  to  the  alleaged  Words  :  No  cer¬ 
tainly  unlefs  he  be  deprived  of  the  light  of  Namre. 
It  was  never  heard  off,  that  ever  theie  was  any  Car¬ 
buncle  found  of  the  bignefs  of  an  Egg  :  neither  the 
Roman ^  nor  Grecian^  nor  Perjtan  Monarchs  are  re 
ported  to  have  had  fuch  an  ope,  and  from  vvhence 
then  (liould  Paracelfus  only  havef  the  fame  .  All  Men 
therefore  fee  that  this  Prophecy  is  notat  all  to  be  un- 
derllood  barely  according  to  the  Letter.  Now  in 
that  he  calls  the  univerfal  Medicine  a  Carbuncle^  he 
does  not  therein  offend,  becaufe  even  other  Philofo* 
phers  have  impofed  upon  their  Tinfture  this  very 
name,  and  this  meerly  becaufe  of  the  form  it  has,  for 
if  there  is  to  be  a  certain  TincSure  that  (hould  tinge 
the  white  Metals  into  yellow  So/,it  mull;  of  necellity  be 
red  ^  and  therefore  fome  of  the  Philofophers  have 
likewife  called  their  Tinfture  for  likenefs 

lalce*  ' 

Nay  more,  forafmuch  as  it  is  mentioned  of  the  Car¬ 
buncle  that  it  fhines  in  the  night  like  a  burning  live- 
Coal,  and  yet  fuch  a  ftone  was  never  any  where  leen 
or  found,  it  neceflarily  tollows  that  thofe  things 
which  are  delivered  thereof  are  not  to  be  underftood 
according  to  the  Letter.  The  chiefefl:  Lapidaries  do 
Witnefs  that  they  never  faw  it ;  the  Oriental  Rubies 
are  thechiefelt  red  Gems  that  we  know  of)  of  which 
there  is  fcarce  one  found  that  is  bigger  than  ones 
which  notwithftandingjif  it  be  pure  and  [hining,is  fold 
for  many  Thoufands  of  Duckets.  In  like  manner, 
Granates  are  red,  and  of  a  meaner  price,  and  fhine  no 
more  in  the  Night  than  Rubies  do.  But  that  a  fiiim 
ing  in  the  Night  like  a  live-Coal,  fhould  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  a  Carbuncle,  is  not  done  without  caufe  veri¬ 
ly,  theAuthorsof  thatthingare  not  at  all  to  befip^ 
pofed  to  be  fuch  Merchants,  continual^  hanoling 
Gems,  (as  if  they  had  ever  feen  fuch  a  done)  ;  No, 
but  they  were  the  Philofophers  themfelves^,  vvhole 
words  which  they  wrote  of  the  prepared  1  in^tuie 
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the  after  Writers  did  falfiy  cbnPruc  their  meaning 
and  underftood  it  literally,  perfwading  themfelves 
that  there  was  fuch  a  Carbuncle  in  the  nature  of 
things.  Therefore  we  have  no  reafon  to  induce  ns  to 
believe  that  the  ancient  Philofophers  did  in  very  deed 
deferibe  or  mean  fuch  a  Stone  as  (liines  by  night,  but 
let  ns  rather  perfwade  our  felves  as  being  thereto  con- 
ftrained  by  the  Verity  of  the  thing,  that  they  did  not 
in  the  leafi;  mean  a  natural  Hone,  but  a  ftone  prepared 
by  Art,  and  their  Tindure.  And  this,  the  very 
Name  it  felf  feems  to  point  out  5  for  Carho  fignifies  a 
greater  Coal  j  and  Carbunculus  fignifies  a  little,  or  lef- 
fer  Coal. 

Now  if  fo  be  that  any  one  would  endeavour  to 
Drove  with  Oaths  to  this  blind,  proud,  and  wicked 
World,  that  fuch  a  red  ftone  fliining  by  night,  may 
be  made  of  a  Wood,  or  ftone  Coal,  certainly  every 
body  would  mock  at  him,  and  would  fay ,  That  he 
propoundeth  meer  Lyes ;  and  therefore  no  body  ever 
dared  C though  he  were  never  fo  certain  of  the  Truth 
of  the  thing)  to  write  ought  of  the  fame. 

But  fome  or  other  will  fay.  Whence  come  you  to 
know  thefe  things,  and  by  what  Notes  or  Teftimonies 
do  you  prove  that  you  areto  be  credited,  as  touching 
this  Bufinefs,  feeing  no  body  ever  writ  that  thefe 
things  were  fo  ?  To  fuch  an  one  1  anfwer.  That  I 
leave  every  one  at  his  liberty  ^  for  whether  he  believes 
my  Sayings,  of  believes  them  not, ’tis  all  a  cafe  to  me. 
However  I  fay,  that  I  can  change  by  melting,  a  meer 
black  Coal  by  the  help  of  a  Salt  (but  not  common 
SaltJ  into  a  moft  red  ftone  in  one  hours  fpace.  For 
Coals  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  fixt  and  volatile  Sulphur, 
which  if  we  will  fix  it,  will  be  fixt  ;  if  we  will  volati¬ 
lize  it,  it  will  be  fo.  A  wood  Char-coal  fthough 
there’s  much  difference  amongft:  them)  fliould  it  lie 
(hut  up  firmly  &  moft  tight  in  an  Iron  Veftel  even  for 
an  hundred  Years  fo  as  that  no  air  get  in,  and  fhould 
be  (all  that  while)  kept  in  a  moft  vehement  fire,  yet 
would  it  notfhew  theleaft  fign  of  being  confumed  or 
changed,  but  let  but  the  air  come  unto  it,  and  it  will 
be  reduced  into  afhes  in  a  moment*  If  now  you  have 
underftanding  and  fenfe,  confider  with  your  felf  more 
largely  as  touching  this  thing,  and  you  will  find  many 
profitable  and  good  things  if  GOD  fhall  open  unto 
you  the  Eyes  of  your  mind:  This  red  ftone  haying 
the  form  of  Glafs,  being  poured  out  of  the  Crucible, 
fhines  in  the  dark  like  a  burning  Coal,  according  as  is 
the  Coal  you  prepare  it  of.  And  albeit  that  this  Glafs 
can  perform  many  good  things  in  Medicine  and  Alchi- 
my,  yet  it  is  not  at  all  the  Stone  of  the  Philofophers, 
which  they  calla  Carbuncle,  for  that  muft  be  fixt,  and 
relift  the  Fire,  both  which  are  denied  to  this  Glafs  to 
be,  for  it  is  volatile,  and  can  eafily  be  changed  by  the 
Fires  force. 

I  have  feveral  times  made  this  ftone  of  Salt  and  a 
Coal,  but  never  had  time  as  yet  to  bring  it  to  a  perfedl 
fixation,  and  therefore  I  cannot  determine  certainly, 
what  may  be  farther  hereof  made.  However  I  would 
not  have  the  lover  of  the  wonders  of  GOD  to  be  un¬ 
acquainted  with  this,  that(y^'y..)  my  faid  Stone  of  a 
Coal,  or  my  red  Carbuncle,  if  it  be  dilTblved  in  the  air, 
it  yields  a  green  fiery  Liquor,  which  if  fmeared  upon 
any  Silver  it  gilds  it  as  Sulphur  does.  If  the  Divine 
Clemency  fliall  fupply  me  with  life  and  ftrength  and 
that  my  enemies,  and  opportunity  fliall  permit,  I  will 
fome  time  or  other  fet  about  the  work  of  fixation, 
that  fo  it  may  appear  what  is  thence  to  be  hoped 
for. 

And  now  friendly  Reader  who  art  not  addicted  to 
either  party  tell  me,  whether  or  no  there  does  not  re¬ 
dound 
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the  Profperity  of  Germany. 
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dound  unto  thee  more  light  from  thisimoft  brief 
treating  of  the  Carbuncle,  than  from  the  obfcure  Lh- 
cm/rf  or  Candle  of  1.  H.S.  in  whofe  Book  there  are 
indeed  the  names  of  a  many  Authors  cited,  but  none 
of  their  Writings  are  explained,  and  therefore  it  is 
rather  a  bringing  others  into  a  Labyrinth,  than  a  Iho vy¬ 
ing  of  the  true  way. 

paracdfiis  adds,  that  this  Carbuncle  is  hid  in  a 
little  Chelt  made  of  Gold  and  Gems,  this  Cheft  in  a 
Golden  Coffin  Cor  Tomb  this  in  a  Silver  one,  and  fi¬ 
nally  this  Silvery  one  in  a  Tin  one  ^  which  fayings  ve¬ 
rily  are  to  betaken  or  underftood  in  a  far  other  fence 
^than  they  are  uttered, as  well  as  the  words  foregoing  : 
•""For  to  what  end  fliould  there  be  fuch  a  multitude  and 
[  variety  of  Coffins  ?  My  opinion  hereabouts  is  this : 
i  Forafmuchas  there  lies  in  Tin  (as  Paracelfus  teftifies 
in  his  Book  of  Vexations ^  when  he  faith,  thztj has 
much  Gold  in  it,  and  not  a  little  Silver)  a  fpiritual 
Gold  and  Silver  hidden,  and  that  )  contains  ©,_and 
®  contains  Tin(!dure,we  are  to  underftand  thefe  things 
of  them,  they  being  as  fo  many  Coffins. 

But  fonie  may  fay,  to  what  ufe  ferve  the  Tin  and 
Silver,  if  they  are  to  be  removed  afore  we  can  come 
to  the  Golden  Coffin,  and  get  to  that  which  contains 
the  Carbuncle,  may  we  notprefently  even  at  firftdaffi 
feek  fuchaftonein  andleave  Tin  and  )  untoucht? 

I  could  moil  eafilyfatisfie  fuch  an  objection,  and  give 
afufficient  reafon  of  Paracelfas  his  Writing  fuch 
things,  but  that  I  judge  it  inconvenient  to  communi¬ 
cate  fuch  things  of  fo  great  a  confideration  (or  mo¬ 
ment)  to  wicked  Zoililts  or  Carpers. 

However  I  cannot  here  let  this  flip,  that  there 
lies  hid  in  V  an  excellent  Mercurial  Liquor,  which  is 
r  thence  extraClable  by  the  benefit  of  that  Key  which  lies 
upon  the  Sepulchre  or  Tomb,  viz,,  by  the  be'nefit  of 
Salt'pctre.This  mercurialLiquor,loofens  the  bonds  of 
)  ,  and  makes  it  fit,  fo  as  to  be  extrafted  (or  made  into 

I  the  belt  • ,  out  of  which  the  Carbuncle  is  to  be  after¬ 
wards  made,  for  every  (kind  of)  @  doth  not  at  all  re- 
femblethe  nature  of  a  feed,  but  fupplies  the  place  only 
of  an  Houfe  or  covering,  which  containeth  feed  in  it, 
and  which  (covering)  muft  of  neceffity  be  removed  by 
him  who  defires  the  feed  it  felf. 

I  have  in  other  places  ffiown  how  properly  the  me: 
talline  ftock  or  nature  may  be  compared  to  a  V egeta- 
ble  Apple :  Saturn  is  the  root  of  the  Tree  *,  Mars  the 
Trunk  or  Body;  Jupter  the  Bark  of  the  Trunk; 
Mercury  the  Juice  contained  betwixt  the  Bark  and  the 
Trunk  ;  Venus  the  green  Leaves ;  Luna  the  white 
Flower  or  Bloflbni ;  Sd  the  Fruit  or  Apple  of  the 
Tree  containing  the  feed  of  the  Vegetable. 

Now  then,  even  as  it  is  a  thing  evident  to  all,  that 
the  Apple  it  felf  is  not  the  feed  of  the  Tree,  but  the 
Nut  or  Kernel  is  hidden  in  its  inward  part,  fo  that  the 
Apple  doth  o*nly  keep  or  hold  in  it  the  feed  ;  even  fo 
in  like  manner  @  is  not  at  all  to  be  accompted  as  the 
feed  of  Metal,  but  only  as  a  preferver  (and  coverer 
over)  of  the  feed.  He  now  that  lights  on  the  true 
Key,  which  Paracclfus  hath  put  upon  the  Golden 
Coffin,  (viz.,)  the  infide  of  Salt-nitre,  he  will  bea- 
ble  to  open, not  only  the  Tin  Coffin,  but  the  Silver  and 
Gold  Coffin  too,  and  to  take  that  Coffin  thereout 
of,  which  contains  the  Carbuncle  and  other  Gems. 

Thefe  are  the  things  I  was  willing  to  publiffi  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  opinion,  concerning  that  great  Carbun¬ 
cle  lying  fo  deeply  hidden  in  thofc  Coffins:  I  permit 
others  to  expound  themotherwife,  for  I  do  not  offer 
thefe  things  to  the  old  Men  who  ffiffly  contend  for 
their  own  conceptions  as  it  were  for  the  bell  thing 
they  have,  it  being  an  hard  matter  to  tame  an  pld  dog ; 


but  I  prefent  them  to  fuch  only  as  are  the  younger 
ftfidencs  of  the  true  Hermetick  Phyfick  or  Medicine, 
and  who  are  not  already  drawn  into  various  errors  by 
the  reading  of  many  Authors.  And  he  that  refuieth 
to  believe  that  even  the  greatefl;  Arcana  may  be  han¬ 
dled  or  treated  of  in  a  meer  Ample  or  plain  Stile,  and 
that  they  need  not  at  all  any  prolixity,  lhali  never  at¬ 
tain  his  wiffi’d  for  end,  though  he  were  able  to  recite 
by  heart  even  all  the  Philofophers  Books.  And  thus 
much  may  fuffice  in  this  place-  ^ 

Laftly,  Paracclfus  adds  at  the  end  of  the  Prophecy, 
that  the  mofl:  Great  and  Bleffed  G  O  D  will  grant  to  the 
finder  out  of  thefe  Treafures  notable  Power  and  Forti¬ 
tude,  whereby  he  may  opprefs  all  evils,  deteefl:  good 
things,  and  get  every  profitable  thing,  certainly  who¬ 
ever  he  be  that  lhall  find  fuch  an  univerfal  Treafure, 
he  will  labour  to  fupprefs  every  noxious  thing,  and  to 
difclofe  (on  the  other  hand  j  whaifoever  is  any  ways 
profitable  for  man-kind,  and  necenary,and  this  to  the 
very  utmoft:  of  his  power-  For  the  Philofophers  fay. 

Our  Art  doth  either  find  a  Man  honejl  and  godly,  or  it 
even  makes  him  fuch  an  one  ;  that  is,  it  is  altogether  im: 
poffiblefor  fuch  an  one  that  lights  on  fuch  Treafures 
to  be  an  ungodly  Man,  fo,  as  for  thofe  highly  preci¬ 
ous  gifts  of  God  not  to  llir  him  up  to  godlinefs  and 
Mercy.  _ 

1  could  render  this  Prophecy  of  Paraceljus  more  . 
clear,  but  that  I  ftudy  to  be  brief,  and  could  manifeffly'-  ^ 
provejthat  it  is  not  to  be  underllood  according  to  the 
bare  Letter,  but  that  Paracelfns  had  regard  to  this 
great  univerfal  of  the  Philofophers,  which  is  clearly 
enough  hinted  in  thefe  words  which  are  mentioned  at 
the  end  of  the  faid  Prophecy,  viz,.  That  all  evils  may 
be  kept  under j  (or  abolijhed)  and  that  all  good  things  may 
be  drawn  forth  or  advanced,  and  withal.^  all  necejfary  and 
ufeful  things  may  be  gotten.  Thefe  words  do  openly  6= 
nough  point  at  the  univerfal  Treafure  of  the  Philofo¬ 
phers,  by  which  all  evil  is  kept  under,  and  all  good 
educed,  and  all  neceflary  and  profitable  things  acquir¬ 
ed.  On  this  wife  are  ray  Conceptions  of  them,  let  a- 
nother  interpret  them  according  as  feems  him  good. 

For  when  the  Lion  ffiall  have  found  the  faid  mineral 
Treafure,  he  will  be  incited  or  llirred  up  to  fuch  a 
great  paffionate  wrath  and  power,  that  is  able  eafily 
to  dull  the  edge  of  the  Eagles  Claws,  that  is,  his  ad- 
verfaries.  ’Tis  impoffible  for  the  Eagle  to  get  fuch  a 
Treafure,  but  a  thing  mofl:  eafie  to  the  Lion;  For 
there  is  not  a  fubjeft  in  all  nature  that  can  make  the 
Lion  fo  fiery  and  powerful  as  the  magnefia  Saturr.ina 
can,  and  therefore  it  eafily  tames  all  Corrolives,  and 
cuts  off  their  Claws.  Experience  confirms  the  things 
I  here  mention,  and  therefore  I  will  fay  no  more;  Yet 
however  I  think  it  expedient  to  add  this  one  thing 
more  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  Lion  and 
Eagle. 

It  is  fufficiently  manifelt,  that  the  Eagle  is  called 
the  King  of  all  Birds,  and  the  Lion  the  King  of  all 
four-footed  Beafts.  Not,  as  if  the  Eagle  were  the 
greatefl:  amongfl:  the  Birds,  and  the  Lion  the  flrong- 
efl:  and  greatefl  Animal  amongfl  the  Beafts:  No,  no, 
There  are  bigger  Birds  and  Beafts  than  the  Eagle  or 
the  Lion ;  Geefe,  Swans,  and  our  Country  Storks  are 
bigger  than  an  Eagle,  ( I  omit  to  fpeak  of  the  other 
huge  Birds  in  Afia.,  Africa.,  &c.  Amongfl  which  the 
Oftrich  is  reckoned  for  one,  which  is  as  big  almoft 
as  a  Horfe,  and  runs  fwifter  than  a  Horfe.)  Then, 
for  Beafts,  there  are  fome  of  the  (like  proportionable 
flature)  as  the  Rhinoceros  and  Elephant,  which  fear 
the  Lion  no  more  than  the  Oftrich  and  other  (great) 
Birds  do  the  Eagle ;  yet  neverthelefs  do  they  ac¬ 
knowledge 
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Knowledge  the  Lion  and  Eagle  for  King?  and  that  de- 
fervedly  too,  becaufe  of  the  Velocity,ftrerigthj  vaiour, 
and  other  virtues  thatthofe  Creatures  have. 

But  yet  Hiftorians  rank  the  Griffin  and  Dragon 
amongil  the  Birds  and  the  greatefl  Aniinals-  They 
paint  (or  defcribe)  the  Griffin,  a  winged  Animal,  one 
half  part  refembling  a  Lion,  the  other  half  part  an 
Eagle-,  the  Claws,  Wings  and  Head  like  an  Eagles, 
the  other  part  of  the  body  like  a  Lions.  But  this  is 
a  Philofophicaf  and  Poetical  Fable,  by  which  they 
would  difclofe  and  lay  open  other  Myfteries  and  Ar¬ 
cana’s-  For  there  is  never  to  be  found  in  all  this  whole 
compafs  (of  the  World )  fuch  a  Dragon  as  flies  in  the 
Air  or  fpits  out  Fire;  but  all  thefe  fayings,  point  at 
Salt^petre.  They  likewife  feign  the  Griffin  to  be  of 
filch  power  as  to  be  able  to  carry  away  through  the 
air  an  armed  Souldier  on  Horfe  back;  thefe  and 
greater  things  than  thefe  can  Salt-petredo ;  for’tis 
able  to  blow  up  wholeCallles  and  Fortrefles  with  many 
myriades  of  Men  into  the  air ;  and  would  to  God  this 
were  not  fo  well  known.  The  Philofophers  have  on¬ 
ly  ffiadowed  out  their  Dragon  amongft  other  Birds. 
Our  Dragon  never  dies  but  by  the  help  ofhisBros 
ther  and  Sifter,  that  is  of  the  fixt  Lion,  and  corrofive 
fluid  Eagle,  the  which  thing  may  be  likewife  faid  of 
^  (J  the  Griffins.^For  of  the  fixt  burning  Lion,  and  fluxil 

r^T  fluid^corrofive  Eagle,  there  is  created  no  other 
/  W  thing  but  a  Griffin,  part  Eagle  and  part  Lion,  which 
(or  blows)  up  Mountains  of  moft  vaft weight; 
when  they  fight  each  with  the  other  they  kill  one  ano¬ 
ther  and  are  raifed  up  again  out  of  the  dead  Carkafs. 
And  thus  there  are  regenerated  (or  again  born)  other 
Lions  and  other  Eagles  out  of  the  Griffin,  and  (if  you 
are  fo  minded )  both  the  Lion  and  alfo  the  Eagle 
may  be  fed  and  fatted  with  the  common  Flefli  of  other 
Wild  Bealls,  fo  as  thence  forward  they  may  generate 
innumerable  Griffins,  which  you  may  ufe  not  only  in 
time  of  War  againft  the  Enemies,  but  alfo  in  the 
Mountains,  to  dig  out  Treafures  thence,  and  being 
digged  to  carry  them  into  the  Neft, 

N  B.  It  is  reported  of  the  Griffin  that  he  gathers 
much  Gold  which  he  carries  v^^ith  him  into  his  Neft 
But  all  thefe  things  are  to  be  underftood  of  the  ftrength 
and  virtues  of  Salt- petre  ;  concerning  which  I  could 
be  much  more  prolix  and  more  clear  were  I  not  even 
conftrained  to  over«pafs  it  and  let  it  alone  becaufe  of 
the  ungodly  crew  of  wicked  men. 

And  now  let  us  enter  with  the  Philofopher  Virgil^ 
into  the  dark  Cave  or  Den  of  the  Sybtll^^ind  let  us  fee 
whether  or  no  we  can  find  the  Book  theref  that  is  Salt¬ 
petre)  wherein  are  found  all  the  fecrets  of  nature :  Or 
rather,  let  us  enter  into  the  Stable  with  the  three  wife 
Men  or  Kings  that  came  from  the  Eaft,  and  letus  there 
ftekthe  Son  that  was  born  of  a  Virgin, who  is  the  King 
of  the  World  &  the  King  of  all  Kings, and  let  us  appa: 
rel  or  adorn  him  with  due  gifts  or  prefents,  that 
his  age  &  ftrength  may  grow  up  and  be  augmented,  & 
he  may  at  length  drive  away  the  Difeafes  of  his  three 
brethren,  •y/.e..  of  the  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mine¬ 
ral.  This  Infant  needs  not  Gold,  Myrrh,  andFranc- 
kincenfefor  hisfuftentation,  but  we  will  beftow  upon 
him  inllead  of  Gold  Myrrh,  and  Franckincenfe,  three 
other  things  for  multiplications  fake ;  common  Sul¬ 
phur  fnallfupply  the  room  of  Gold ;  common  Salt, of 
Myrrh  ;  the  external  green  boughs  of  Firr  or  Elder, 
of  Franckincenfe  ;  thereof  will  we  make  his  Bed,  and 
thefe  (hall  be  bis  coverings. 

1  he  Salt  which  is  animated  by  the  Sulphur  and  con¬ 
verted  into  Milk  fliallbe  his  food,  fo  long  until  he  be- 
coi^es  great  and  ftrong  enough,  yea  a  Potent  Mo¬ 


narch,  and  then  will  he  gainfully  reward  his  Tutor 
Cor  Guardian)  jfo/ep/j,  for  his  laborious  Wardfltip. 

The  Magi  and  Philofophers  obferved  the  Star 
of  our  Infant,  which  (hiaeth  fo  brightly  as  that  it  da- 
zles  the  light  of  the  beholder ;  nor  can  any  one  look  > 
long  upon  it  without  hurting  his  fight,  and  thereupon; 
it  is  worthily  called  the  Son  of  the  0  :  For  there  is  not; 
any  clear  or  bright  light  without  the  Sun,  the  Country 
fellows  therefore  do  not  perceive  fuch  a  light,  but  the'  . 
Chymifts  can  (whenfoever  pleafeth  them)  make  and 
fee  fuch  a  light.  V 

The  things  which  I  here  declare  concerning  the  na-: 
tivity  of  Salt- petre, are  moft  eafie  to  be  underftood., 

It  is  generated  or  born  in  the  Stables,  The  ©  is  its  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  >  is  its  Mother,  the  Wind  conveys  the  Pa-,- 
ternal  feed  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  into  the  moift  Earth: 
of  the  Stable,  by  which,  the  Virgin  Earth  being  im*i 
pregnated  doth  after  due  time  produce  its  young  ta 
light.  ^ 

N  B.  .That  Earth  which  produeeth  and  conferves 
Herbs,  Grafs,  and  Metals  is  called  the  Mother ;  and.i 
that  Earth  which  doth  not  produce  (as  in  Stable3,&c.)  1 
is  asyettobe  accompted  as  a  Virgin,  which  doth  af< 
terwards  yield  fo  noble  an  offspring.  No  Earth  out( 
of  which,  Herbs,  Trees,  and  Minerals  are  born  dothr; 
ever  conceive  again,  or  ever  intermits  the  produdion:  >■ 
of  fuch  things,  andfor  that  reafon  is  it  called  the  Mo-.U' 
ther  of  all  things.  But  now  that  Earth  that  is  found 
in  Stables,  which  conceives  neither  the  So/<jk  nor  Lu~ 
nar  beams,  nor  is  moiftned  with  either  Rain'  or  Dew,,||( 
cannot  produce  any  thing,  unlefs  the  beams  are  con-,'^" 
veyed  thereinto  from  the  Sun  by  the  Air,  then  the  im-  »■ 
pregnated  Virgin  in  the  Stables,  brings  forth  an  off- m 
ipring,  which  is  by  the  Philofophers  prefented  for  its  ^ 
fuftentat-ion,  with  a  threefold  kind  of  gifts ;  to  wit, , 
Sulphur  inftead  of  Gold,  and  that  being  in  like  man-. 
nerfixt  and  moft  pure;  with  Salt  inftead  of  Myrrh, 
which  is  pure  and  prefer vative,  and  with  the  Juice  or/  .. 
Relin  ofthe  Firr-tree,  or  Elder, inftead  of  fweetfmeU 
ling  Franckincenfe.  Thefe  three  things  are  the  AIK 
ment  or  food  of  the  new  Infant ;  The  Green  Boughs  i  ' 
ofthe  Firr  or  Elder,  do  furnilh  him  with  a  Bed  for; ;.V 
his  Cradle*,  The  Sulphur  and  Salt  yield  him  fweeti  V 
milk  to  nourilh  him  ;  fo  that  there  needs  not  any  v 
thing  elfe  but  a  good  overfeer,  Jofephy  that  may  keep  , 
off  the  Rain  and  the  cold  Air  from  this  Infants* 
Bed. 

By  fuch  a  means  as  this  may  we  nourilh  our  moft 
tender  Infant  and  advance  him  to  his  Kingly  Mo¬ 
narchy  ',  when  he  lhall  arrive  thither  he  can  make  all  his 
Brethren  found  and  rich  :  For  the  Vegetables  do  only, 
delire  profitable  and  convenient  food,  or  forae  fat  - 
earth,  whereby  they  (being  well  and  found). may  attain i 
to  their  perfedion  and  encreafe  themfelves;  which, 
thing  Salt-petre  does  better  than  any  other. 

Nor  do  the  Minerals  defire  ought  elfe  but  that  the 
impurity  and  fuperfluous  Sulphur  be  taken  away  from 
them,  that  fo  they  may  (after  a  perfed  Purification)  ', 
caft  forth  their  feed,  that  is  Gold  ;  and  this,  Salts . 
petre  does  moft  perfedly.  Then  Laftly,  the  Animals 
feeknot  after  other  food  than  what  the  Earth  fupplies . 
them  withal,  which  to  effed,  Salt-petre  muft  of  necef- 
fity  be  at  hand. 

Salt-petre  therefore  is  the  only  preferver  of  all  Ve* 
getables  Minerals  and  Animals,  but  the  foul  of  Man  ', 
doth  notat  all  belong  thereunto,  for  it  is  the  proprie* 
ty  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  but  as  for  the  bodies,  Salt-petre'is 
the  moft  profitable  medicament-  Whatfoever  I  have 
here  produced  in  this  place,  I  have  already  Written 
the  fame  in  ocher  places  of  my  Treatifes,  in  another 
•  '  kind 
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kind  of  manner  and  expreiTionj.and  therefore  I  fuppofe 
it  to  be  plainly  needlefs  to  make  any  farther  additi= 
on  :  He  that  will  not  be  able  to  light  his  dark  Candle 
at  this  finning  light,  will  be  blind  all  his  life  time,  and 
confeqiiently  incurable. 

As  concerning  the  preparation  of  Sulphur  with  Salt? 
how  it  is  to  be  made  a  Lac  f^irgims  1  have  already 
mentioned  it  abundantly  in  many  places.  And  as  for 
the  making  of  the  Cradle  or  Bed,  and  what  form  ’tis 
of  I  (hewed  about  the  beginning  of  this  Work:  So 
that  now  there  remains  nothing  behind  but  the  apply 
ing  the  hands  to  the  work,  if  we  defire  to  get  honour 
and  goods  from  ( this)  principal  Monarch- 
A  Salt-petre  is  the  only  Artificer  to  reduce  Metals  un* 
to  their  firft  matter,  or  of  making  them  Aflral.  For 
the  Stars  are  nothing  elfe  but  pure  fire.  They  exercife 
fiery  Operations,  and  produce  fiery  things ;  like  as 
the  Vegetables  do  putrefy  by  the  Salt-petre  in  the 
Dung,  and  are  reduced  unto  perfedlion  and  multipli¬ 
cation,  without  which  putrefying  there  can  never  be 
made  any  multiplication  of  the  Vegetables,  asChrift 
himfelf  witnelTeth;  if  the  Wheat  does  fnoOputrefy  in 
the  Earth  it  can  produce  no  fruits.  The  like  is  in  the 
Animals  too,  yet  efpecially  in  the  Eggs  of  Birds, which 
faid  Eggs  mull  ftink  and  rot  afore  the  hatching  of  the 
Chicken  comes.  Therefore  in  vain  have  many  tried 
fo  to  defile  (or  putrefy)  Metals  and  reduce  them  to 
their  firfl; matter.  Nowthoughthe  Philofophers  tell 
us  that  Metals  are  to  be  firft  putrefied  afore  they  can 
be  multiplied,  yet  they  meant  not  fuch  a  putrefaction, 
but  the  putrefadion  of  Metals  muft  be  done  by  the  help 
of  fire,  and  withal  muft  be  fo  effeded  by  Artificers, 
here  below,  as  the  Metals  are  wrought  by  the  Stars  in 
the  Heaven,  for  we  muft  imitate  Nature-  And  foraf- 
rauch  as  nature  generates  all  Metals  by  a  Celeftial 
Fire,  therefore  the  Artift  muft  go  no  other  way, 
but  muft  imitate  nature  if  Jhe  would  do  any  good 
on't. 

As  for  Vegetables  and  Animals,  we  willingly  allow 
themamoift  putrefadion,butfor  the  Metals,  a  dry 
and  fiery  putrefadion  fuits  with  them,and  which  may 
be  perfeded  in  two  or  three  hours  fpace,  as  may  be 
feen  in  my  Continuation  of  Miraculum  Mundi^  and  in 
f  myj  Teftimony  of  the  T ruth^  j^or  Explication  of  Mtra- 
culum  Mundi :  3  And  this  is  the  only  caufe(or  rock;a: 
gainft  which  many  have  fallen,  and  fo  have  not  gotten 
any  good  thing,  (or  profitable.)  Now,  afore  putrefa¬ 
dion  it  cannot  be  enceafed  *,  and  every  thing  which 
induceth  a  putrefadion  into  other  things  muft  of  ne- 
celTity  confift  of  two  contraries  in  its  nature:  Water 
poured  upon  Water  remains  Water,  and  there  is  no 
change  wrought ;  but  from  Fire  and  Water  do  many 
wonderful  things  proceed.  If  we  pour  thecorrofive 
Spirit  of  Nitre,  of  Salt  or  Vitriol  upon  another  corro- 
five  Spirit,  they  eafily  embrace  each  other  and  are  com- 
mixt  without  noife,  and  there  is  not  thence  generated 
any  new  thing,  but  it  always  remains  an  acid  corrolive 
Spirit.  If  we  put  oneftrong  Lixivium  to  another  like 
Lixivium,  there  is  no  noife  (or  hilfing)  ftirred  up,  nor 
any  change  made  ;  but  now  if  we  mix  that  fame  Li¬ 
xivium  with  a  corrofive  Spirit  the  one  operates  upon 
the  other, being  both  contraries,  and  there  is  genera¬ 
ted  of  them  both  fomewhat  of  a  middle  nature, which 
has  not  the  likenefs  of  either.  This  now  is^  clearly 
evident  in  ftrongfixt  Nitre,  or  any  other  Lixivium  of 
Wood,  when  it  is  poured  into  Aqtm-fortis^  and  they 
ad  one  upon  the  other ;  then  of  them  both,  there  pro- 
^-ceedeth  a  certain  middle  thing,  'viz..  burning  Salt= 
'  petre,  which  brings  all  things  to  putrefadion,and  pro: 
motes  or  advanceth  their  multiplication,  the  which 


thing  IS  after  a  fort  known  in  the  Vegetables, and  Ani» 
mals  i  but  as  for  the  Metals,  the  Philofophers  have  acr 
compted  it  as  a  fecret  even  to  this  very  day ;  and 
therefore  hence  comes  it  to  pafs  that  there  hath  been 
fo  much  erring  in  putrefadion  ( which  is  the  very  key 
of  the  Art)  and  nothing  hath  hitherto  been  brought 
untothe  wifhM  forend,  - 

f  orafmuch  therefore  as  Metals  ought  to  be  putrefi- 
ed  by’theFire,  we  do  not  find  any  thing  more  commo¬ 
dious  than  Salt-petre, which  in  one  hours  (pace,  putre- 
fieth  all  the  Metals  prepared  aforehand,  and  multiplie$ 
them,  when  a  commodious  and  moift  Matrix  is 
put  into  the  Fire,  wherein  ( a  man)  may  put  his  (me¬ 
talline)  feed  to  be  therein  multiplied  \  for  feed  (s 
not  multiplied  without  a  Matrix,and  this  is  daily  ob- 
fervableinthe  Vegetables  and  Animals. 


^  Novy,  as  a  Vegetable  feed  needeth  forks  multiplica¬ 
tion  a  fat  and  moift  Earth, and  an  Animal  Matrix  j  fb 
likewife  the  feed  of  Metals  needs  a  metalline  Ma¬ 
trix,  without  which  it  cannot  be  multiplied ;  And 
by  how  much  the  more  apt  and  commodious  the  Ma¬ 
trix  is,  fo  much  the  more  noble  is  the  Fruit,  and  fo  on 
the  contrary. 


So  then,  by  this  time  all  men  know  that  by  hovv 
much  the.ftronger  and  better  the  contraries  be, fb 
much  the  better  are  the  fruits,  as  hath  been  already 
faid.  The  ftronger  the  Aqua-f  ortis  is,  and  the  more 
fixt  the  Salt  or  Lee  is,that  are  mixt  together,the  better 
and  the  more  plenty  of  Salt-petre  is  there  generated- 
But  efpecially  if  we  concentrate  corrofive  Spirits  by 
Metals  &  do  make  them  (thereby)  yet  more  corrofive, 
asalfo  if  we  concentrate  fixt  Salts  by  Flints,  and  fo 
make  them  yet  more  fiery,  they  do  then  perform  many 
wonderful  Operations.  For  whereas  the  bare  contra¬ 
ries  do  yield  but  only  Salts  5  being  concentrated,  they 
do  yield  forth  fruits  that  break  out  as  if  it  were  Trees : 
Concerning  which  you  may  fee  in  the  fecond  part  of 
the  Furnaces,  about  the  Liquor  of  Flints.  This  is  that 
which  we  fee  and  believe,  -viz,,  that  by  how  much  the 
more  the  contraries  are  contrary  to  each  other,  fo 
much  the  greater  product  is  there  of  Fruits.  But  be^ 
caufe  Fire  and  Water  are  naturally  exceeding  contra¬ 
ry  to  each  other,  therefore  do  they  alfo  produce  the 
greater  fruits,  viz..  Metals,  which  are  greater  than 
either  the  Vegetables  or  Animals  are. 

N  B.  If  the  Artift  can  think  upon  a  yet  hotterTire 
than  the  common  Fire  is,  and  a  colder  Water  (than 
ufual )  and  know  where  to  find  them,  fuch  will  of  ne* 
ceffity  likewife  produce  Metals  that  are  more  excellent 
than  the  Vulgar. 

But  feeing  that  amongft  all  the  fires  there  is  not 
given  a  hotter  than  Salt-petre,  a  cold  wife  is  to  be 
alfociated  unto  him,  and  the  wedding  is  to  be  celebrai 
ted  in  Hell,  then  will  both  of  them  leave  (behind  them) 
Sons  of  Riches  and  Health. 

’Tis  an  ufual  cuftom  throughout  sll  Germany ^haply 
other  Kingdoms  have  the  like,  that  when  two  con- 
trad  Matrimony,  the  Bridgroom  and  the  Bride,  are 
ied  into  the  baches  two  or  three  days  afore  the  Wed¬ 
ding  is  Celebrated,  and  they  are  there  walh’d,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  be  the  more  acceptable  to  each  o: 
ther :  And  although  they  put  on  their  beft  apparel 
and  do  adorn  themfelves  with  moft  clean  dreffings, 
yet  do  they  at  laft  put  off  all  their  fine  Ornaments 
when  they  defire  to  conjoin  themfelves  and  multiply- 

The  fame  is  here  to  be  underftood  of  the  new  metal- 
lick  multiplication :  If  each  party  be  but  only  found 
&  of  a  good  conftitution(though  the  outward  raiment 
be  vile)  yet  are  they  able  to  beget  as  fair  Children» 
as  Royal  Perfons,  (who  are  loaden  with  Gold,  Silver, 
X  y  y  y  pr^cioafs' 
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precious  Stones,  and  Pearls,;  can.  Hence  it  is  appa- 

t-ent,  that  the  Garments  contribute  K 

ners,but  that  the  multiplication  doth  folely  depend 

upon  the  foundnefs  and  .JJ.  , 

bodies  •,  and  this  Pythagoras  knew,  a^d  w  llingly 
left  it  to  pofterity,for  he  obferved  that  the  fou  of  the 
fc_Metals  beina  by  Art  forced  out  of  the  body  did  pre^ 
pafifntobhe  rnghell  bodies  and  after  the, r 
death,  again  into  the  next :  Hence  it  was,  that  he  fell 
into  a  great  errour,  when  he  concluded,  that  the  fam 
was  alfo  true  as  to  the  tranfmigration  of  the  foul  ot 
man,  and  the  order  therein  the  fame  *,  to  wit,  that  the 
foul  of  one  man  did  notprefently  pafs  into  a^otner 
man,  but  as  well  into  Sheep,  Birds,  Filhes,  &c  Ana 
for  that  reafon,  his  fucceflours,  (a  great  part  of  whom 
inhabit  Africk)  will  not  to  this  day  kill  fo  itiuch  as  a 
little  Worm,  fearing  lead:  that  they  jhould  kill  fuch 
an  Animal,  as  contains  in  it  the  foul  of  their  Fathei  or 
Mother.  Befides  too,  he  fignified  that  the  foul  of  a 
man  was  better  and  more  pleafant  in  Frogs  than  in  the 
moft  potent  King.  Without  doubt  this  errour  arofe 
from  hence,  viz.,  his  feeing  the  fouls  of  Metds  that 
are  forced  out  of  their  bodies,  to  occupy  or  pollels  the 
neareft  and  more  commodious  fubjeds.  By  how  much 
the  purer  the  Subjeft  is  that  the  foul  of  Metals 
lights  on  in  its  departure  (or  going  off  from  the  Me¬ 
tals)  the  willinglier  doth  it  polTefs  it.  We  Chriftians 
have  a  more  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  foul  given  us 
than  was  given  Pythagoras,  but  if  we  fpeak  of  Metals, 
then  this  faying  of  Pythagoras  hath  good  foundation, 
which  thing,  no  experienced  Philofoph^  will  ever  be 

able  to  gain- fay  or  confute  with  truth.  This  we  know 
ihofl:  certainly,  that  God  doth  efteem  the  foul  of  a 
beggar  as  much  as  of  a  King  *,  the  bodies  do  indeed 
make  the  difference  for  fome  bodies  are  better  ador¬ 
ned  than  other  fome.  Likewife,  the  noble  and  nij 
adulterated  Alchimy  teacheth  us  that  the  foul  ot  .0 
or  2  is  as  good  as  the  foul  of  0  is  5  herein  is  the  diN 
ference  between  them,  that  their  bodies  are  bigger  and 
ftronger,and  fo  their  noble  foul  is  contemned  and  re- 
iefted  by  the  ignorant,  becaufeof  the  rude  groffnefs  of 
their  bodies.  Hereupon,  the  curious  fearchers  ot 
nature  have  laboured  to  ddlroy  thofe  grofs  bodies, 
and  to  draw  out  their  pure  foul,  that  they  might  tran- 
flate  it  into  better  and  purer  bodies,  (the  which  thin^g 
alfo  fucceeded  according  to  their  defirej  and  by  the 

extrafled  fouls  they  tranfmuted  the  imperfect  aud  im* 
pure  bodies  of  the  Metals  into  moft  pure  Gold  :  Nor 
were  they  ignorant  of  the  Artifice  of  particularly  pnn- 
fying  the  grofs  and  impure  bodies  of  the  Metals,^  like 
as  the  fl'ck  bodies  of  men  being  purified  by  the  virtue 
and  help  of  medicaments  are  reftored  to  their  former 
health  and  vigour.  For  when  an  impure  Patient  meets 
with  an  expert Phyfician  whom  he  ("viz..  thePhyfician) 
undertakes  to  cure,  he  doth  firft  of  all  (if  his  Patient 
haps  to  have  the  Itch,  Scabs,  the  Scnr't)y,Liios  Venerea, 
Tunnies  and  other  ftinkirlg  fores)  preferibe  bini  n 
purge  whereby  all  the  impurities  may  be  firft  expelled. 
Then  he  permits  the  fick  perfon  to  ufe  a  fweating- 
houfe  or  ftove,  in  which  he  may  fweat  fo  much  as  to 
be  very  much  debilitated  by  the  heat.  Laftly,  he 
^  brings  him  into  a  Parlour  or  Chamber  that  has  a  pure 
air  in  it,  to  refrefh  him,  and  therein  he  manageth  the 
cure  of  him,  until  he  hath  recovered  his  former  health 
and  purity  *,  and  if  the  fick  be  not  made  clean  or  pure 
by  the  firft  purgation  and  fweating,  he  reiterates  the 
fame  remedies  as  cfien  as  need  fhall  require,  and  till 
the  fick  be  perfedly  freed  from  impurities.  ^ 

Juft  fo,  doth  the  skilful  Chymift  proceed  in  the  pu- 
tiheation  of  the  imperfect  Metals,  for  he  expels  all  the 


excrements  which  they  are  in  an  efpecial  manner  en¬ 
dued  (or  fbilM;  withal, the  impure  and  ftinking 
Sulphur  by  the  help  of  the  fire, and  by  the  help  of  little 
appropriated  ftoves  (or  pots)  even  until  they  get  their 
due  purity ;  Art  therefore  imitates  Art.  But  if  fo 
be  that  all  Phyficians  were  skill’d  in  Alchimy  and 
Aftronomy  we  fhould  not  need  fuch  plenty  of  Coffins, 
for  in  them  (-yi 2..  Alchimy  and  Aftronomy)  one  true  ■ 
Art  doth  continually  produce  out  of  it  felf  another-  ■ 
The  Aftronomer  when  he  would  give  a  man  his 
judgment  as  to  the  manner  and  term  of  his  life,  doth 
firft  of  all  look  to  the  hour  of  the  nativity,  and  fiftieth 
out  what  condition  that  afpeft  is  of,  that  doth  at  that 
time  bear  chief  rule  in  the  Firmament,  which  when 
hath  found  out  he  doth  by  the  means  of  calculation, 
predift  what  good  or  what  evil  things  will  befal  the 
Child  (or  party)  whileft  he  lives. 

Although  thefe  prognoftications  are  not  at  all  In¬ 
fallible,  yet  are  they  not  therefore  by  any  means  to  be 
totally  rejedted.  For  we  oftentimes  find  many  things 
true  by  experience  which  otherwife  we  would  not  cre¬ 
dit  :  Nor  is  it  fo  much  without  reafon  that  we  fo  e- 
fteem  them,  but  this  ought  not  to  be  done  compulfive- 
ly  for,  as  if  they  forced  us)  for  ’tis  the  ufual  Proverb, 
The  Stars  incline,  but  do  not  necejfitate.  For  like  as  a 
man  that  is  born  under  an  evil  afpedl;  may  by  dodtrine 
and  information  be  made  good,  fo  that  here  the  a- 
fpeds  may  be  of  no  moment  5  fo  on  the  other  hand,  we 
often  find  that  ftuh  an  one  as  is  born  under  a  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  afpedl  is  corrupted  and  depraved  by  his  con- 
verfation  with  evil  men.  And  thefe  very  things  doth  e-- ' 
ven  Alchimy  demonftrate  the  truth  of ;  For  even  as  foon 
as  ever  the  Infant  is  bbrn  &  begins  to  fuck  in  the  air, he 
doth  even  then  attradl  fuch  influences  (according  to 
the  opinion  of  Aftronomers)  as  the  Stars  do  that  very 
hour  emit  from  themfelves  upon  the  infsriour  bodies 
f or  things  here  below,)  and  fo  confequently  he  imi¬ 
tates  the  nature  of  thefe  ;  Even  fo  the  new  born  Metal* 
lick  Infant,  doth  in  the  moment  of  his  birth  attradl 
a  metallick  Aftrum  or  Conftellation,  like  to  that 
which  did  at  that  time  bear  the  chief  fway,  and  fo 
confequently  receiveth  qualities  like  the  qualities  of 
this  Star  or  Aftrum.  And  although  that  the  metal- 
lick  Infant  were  made  a  partaker  of  a  good  Star  (or 
afpedl ;  the  firft  time  of  its  nativity,  yet  notwithftand- 
ing  it  may  be  accidentally  infedled  afterwards,  fo  as 
thence  to  become  an  evil  Metal :  And  on  the  other 
hand,  that  which  was  bad  at  the  firft  may  be  reduced 
to  that  pafs  by  Art  and  a  convenient  difcipline  of  the 
fire,  as  that  thebeft  Metal  may  thencefrom  proceed  , 
and  this,  experience  witnefteth  every  day,  nor  can  it 
be  denied  by  any  but  fuch  from  whom  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture  lies  hidden.  r  , 

If  now  the  fuperior  Stars  canexercife  fuch  great  Vir¬ 
tues, what  hinders  but  that  the  inferiour  ones  may  exer- 
cifethe  fame  if  not  greater,  provided  we  but  rightly 
govern  and  tame  them.  The  fuperiour  Stars  are  not 
at  all  fubjedlunto  our  power, they  are  fubmitted  or  put 
under  God’s  guidance  only.  But  the  inferiour  ones  may 
be  handled  by  us  according  to  our  pleafure.  The 
phyfician  may  apply  them  to  Medicine,  the ‘Chymift 
may  apply  them  to  Alchimy.  He  then  to  whom  the 
knowledge  of  ufing  the  inferiour  Aftrums  aright,  is 
granted,  may  ufe  them  with  moft  great  honour,  and 
eminent  benefit,whether  he  be  a  Phyfician  or  a  Chymift, 
which  f  faid  Aftrums)  others  are  conftrained  to  leave 
untouch’d  to  their  great  difgrace  and  lofs.  But  men 

now  adays  are  too  much  given  to  lazinefs  and  floath 
fo  that  there  are  but  few  to  be  found  that  will  fearcli 
after  nature’s  Secrets.  A  many  there  are’ that  chal¬ 
lenge 
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lenge  tothemfelves  the  title  of  learned  Philofophers 
and  yet  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the  foundations  of 
true  Philofophy.  There  is  not  in  this  age  fcarce 
any  efteem  at  all,  of  true  Philofophers,  though  not- 
withftanding  they  deal  with  us  fo  finc^rely  and  do 
clearly  fet  afore  our  Eyes, the  interiours  of  nature, and 
leave  us  excellent  Writings.  So  Vythagoras  whom 
we  mentioned  afore  did  upon  this  accompt  fiippofe, 
that,  (becaufe  he  faw  the  fouls  of  Metals  to  be  carried 
^out  of  one  body  into  another,  and  to  Operate  as  well 
,'in  this  body  as  in  the  other  former,  and  confe- 
quently  to  animate  this,  and  make  it  more  perfert,) 
the  cafe  was  the  very  fame  with  the  human  foul  and 
by  this  means  he  direrted  as  it  were  his  fuccelTours  to 
tbe  tiniverfal  and  particular  work  of  Metals.. 

And  even  juft  after  the  fame  manner  hath  Virgil 
done,  when  he  would  that  his  Carcafs  Ihould  be  cut 
into  pieces,  and  be  reduced  unto  a  Life  by  a  continual 
inftillation  ( or  dropping  in)  of  burning  Oil.  Perhaps 
the  occafion  of  his  falling  into  thofe  cogitations  was 
this,  either  becaufe  he  obferved  that  the  dead  metal- 
lick  bodies  were  by  the  operation  of  the  Fire,  and  ad¬ 
dition  again  animated,  and  fo  he  perfwaded  himfelf 
that  the  like  might  polTibly  be  done  in  man  •,  or  that 
well  knowing  the  impolTibility  of  doing  this  thing  he 
would  give  an  occafion  to  fuch  as  came  after,  more 
ciirioufly  to  fearch,  and  fo  was  willing  to  point  out 
with  his  Fingers  as  it  were  at  the  multiplication  and 
propogation  of  the  metallick  bodies  fas  Pythgoras,  of 
the  fouls.) 

Moll  certain  it  is,that  it  will  not  be  any  difficulty  to 
him  that  knows  Nitre  aright,  and  can  fo  order  it  as  to 
Operate  in  metalline  bodies  in  the  form  of  fire,  to  mul¬ 
tiply  Sol  (in  anuniverfal  way)  and  to  make  the  viler 
Metals  moredperfert  (in  a  particular  way . )  And  this 
I  was  willing  here  to  add.  ’Tis  well  for  him  that  ufeth 
the  gifts  granted  him  by  God,  to  his  glory  and  the  be¬ 
nefit  his  neighbour. 

And  thus  much  may  fuffice  tohavebeen  fpokenin 
this  place  concerning  the  nativity  and  multiplication 
of  Salt-petre,and  the  Potent  Monarchy  ;  more  lhall  be 
fpoken  upon  forae  ocher  occafion  if  God  pleafe- 


Naiv  follows  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  Salt*petre. 

HAving  thus  Ihown  the  Generation  of  Salt-petre 
out  of  every  Kingdom,  of  the  Vegetable, 
Animal,  and  Mineral  Kingdom  ^  it  now  remains  yet, 
briefly  to  flilw  what  wonderful  things  the  fame  doth 
effert  in  Medicine  and  Alchiray,  which  thing  we  do 
not  find  that  ever  any  one  of  the  Philofophers  did  per¬ 
form,  but  kept  all  to  themfelves  for  fecrets. 

Forafmuch  therefore  as  I  havemiade  a  beginning  of 
thething  already  in  the  fecond  pan  of  this  Book,where 
1  fpakeof  a  certain  moift  feparation  •,  that  is,  I  there 
delivered  that  it  is  poffible  to  extrart  Gold  and  Silver 
cut  of  all  ( yea  even  the  mod;  vile)Metals,by  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  nitrous  Water,  fo  as  that  any  one  that  will  but 
fet  his  hand  to  the  work  may  thence  get  his  fuftenance 
moft  plentifully,  icfeems  a  thing  ngceffary  tofinifli 
what  hath  been  already  well  begun. 

Now  forafmuch  as  I  did  in  that  place  let  pafs  the 
defer ibing  the  manner  it  felf  of  Excrartion,  a  many 
Friends  have  much  defined  an  illullration  of  the  things 
there  fpoken,  but  I  could  not  hitherto  by  any  means 
fatisfie  their  petition,  becaufe  that  the  abundance  of 
my  imployments  denied  me  the  time  of  Writing. 

Now  therefore  I  have  determined  both  to  gratifie 
thefeand'others  by.  opening  this  moft  noble  artifice, 
y  ►  '  i  •'  ^  ‘ 


but  yet  fo,  as  that  I  will  referve  fome  things  unto  my 
fell,  that  fo  all  things  may  not  be  made  fo  common  to 
my  Enemies.  Andiffo  be  that  any  of  my  Friends 
defire  a  more  plain  explication,  and  defire  an  addi- 
on  of  the  things  I  have  omitted  here,  it  will  be  an 
eafie  matter  unto  me  to  fatisfie  their  requefts. 

1  his  Art  therefore  doth  not  only  conduce  to  this, 
viz,.  to  extrart  fixt  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  all  fand, 
earth,  ftones,  yea  and  out  of  the  more  vile  Metals  (or 
Ores  of  Gold  and  Silver ;  (but  alfo  to  extrart  the  vo¬ 
latile  and  immatureGoldj,and  Silver,and  to  make  ichx, 
and  that  in  fuch  a  compendious  manner  as  that  it  will 
be  a  matter  of  (in  a  manner)  nocofts  or  labour;  Nay 
more,  if  fo  be  there  cannot  be  had  any  poor  Metals, 
Stones,  or  fuch  like  fubjerts  that  contain  in  them 
Gold  and  Silver  (though  even  thefe  are  plentifully  e- 
nodgh  to  be  had  in  every  part  of  the  World)  :  Yet 
neverthelefs  may  that  Art  be  exercifed  with  profit, 
about  even  the  imperfert  Metals  fuch  as  d*,  2,  Y, 
b ,  5 ,  Calmei^  Ztnk-,  Bifnntth^  Cadmia^  Arfeniclf^ 
Aitriftgmem-,  Gr anates^  Tdk\  SmirisfHematitis^  and 
fuch  kind  ofFoffiles,  are  \  and  which  contain  ©  &  ), 
partly  fixt,  and  partly  volatile,  and  may  be  commodi- 
oufly  extrarted  by  the  help  of  a  nitrous  Water. 

Befides  too,  moft  excellent  Gold  may  be  in  like 
manner  profitably  feparated  out  of  all  fuch  things  as 
are  made  by  Art  of  Silver,  whether  they  be  gilded 
with  Gold,  or  not,  infomuch,  that  if  there  be  but  a 
moft  few  grains  contained  in  a  large  portion  of  Silver, 
they  may  be  feparated  with  gain.  And  if  fo  be  any  be 
fo  minded  to  impregnate  the  feparated  3  again  with 
Gold,  that  fo  it  may  again  yield  Gold  by  a  following 
feparation,he  may  moft:  eafily  do  fo  j  yea,  this  operar 
tion  may  be  fo  often  repeated  after  this  wife  until  all 
the  >  pafs  (by  Graduation)  into  Sol^  which  thing  may 
be  compared  to  a  perpetual  durable  Mine-pit  of  Gold, 
and  is  perferted  by  the  benefit  of  Saltpetre  only ;  and 
therefore  it  both  may  and  ought  to  be  called  and  that 
defervedly  a  Store-houfe  and  comfort  for  mankind, 
For  when  we  prepare  that  Salt-petre  of  medicinal  Sub- 
jerts,  all  the  Salt-petre  doth  not  put  on  the  form  of 
chrifi:als,but  much  of  it  abidespermixt  with  the  water  j 
I  whih  water  doth  abound  with  a  moft:  notable  nitfous 
virtue  of  thoroughly  promoting  Chriftallization,info- 
much  that  the  feeds  of  Rye,  Wheat,  Millet,  Oates, 
Beech=wheat,  and  fuch  like,  when  they  are  macerated 
or  fteeped  therein  fome  due  time, afore  they  are  fown 
in  the  Earth,  do  multiply  themfelves  extraordinarily  j 
fothat  we  fee  3,  4,  6,  yea  and  fometimes  20  plants 
fpring  forth  out  of  one  fingle  Grain. 

W  ith  the  fame  nitrous  Liquor  too,  (fo  it  be  pre-? 
pared  of  true  medicinal  things,  may  be  made  a  moft 
excellent  Medicine  (which  may  be  in  a  manner  coni" 
pared  with  potable  Gold,  and  by  the  help  of  which, 
great  difeafes  and  as  it  were  incurable,  are  happily 
healed)  and  that  in  a  few  hours  fpace. 

Forafmuch  therefore,  as  fuch  a  Kingly  medicament 
(of  which  I  have  made  fome  mention  in  the  Second 
Part  of  my  Pharmacofceia  Spagyrica-,yihQT:e  I  treated  of 
nitre)  &  fuch  a  moft  excellent  &  incomparable  dung¬ 
ing  of  the  Ground,  may,together  with  the  Salt-petre, 
be  prepared  &inft:ituted-,  fo  moft  eafily  &  almoft  withs 
outcoft,  (on  which  depends  the  health  of  the  body, 
and  fertility  of  the  Ground,  whether  you  refpert 
Corn,  or  Wine,  or  Hops,  or  any  other  things,  that 
man  ufeth  inftead  of  Meat  and  Drink- for  the  fuftain- 
ing  of  Life  ^  or  elfe  the  extrartion  of  @  and  >  out  of 
all  the  moft  abjert  Subjerts  every  where  found )  may 
we  notjuftly  pronounce  thus  much  of  Salt-petre,  that 
it  is  altogether  profitable  and  TOmmodioUs  to  all  men  ^ 

and 
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and  therefore  well  worth  the  fearching  after)  and  the 
application  to  the  ufe  of  Man. 

Therefore  like  as  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre,  we  fee 
we  are  able  to  get  all  fuch  things  as  anhoneftman 
feems  to  need, fuch  as  are  Food, Drink, Health, yea  and 
©  and  y  too,  and  all  this  moft  plentifully  and  perfed* 
3y:  fo  on  the  contrary,  the  ufe  of  thisSalt-petre  is 
very  hui  tful  when  it  is  ufed  for  evil,  and  this  is  fuffici- 
ently  feen  in  the  time  of  War.  Yet  neverthelefs  we 
fliould  not  efteem  lefs  of  it  than  it  really  is,  becaufe  of 
its  being  abufed,  but  rather  the  benefits  attending  it 
fwhich  are  very  many)  fhould  ftir  up  our  minds  to 
make  a  diligent  enquiry  into  it-  The  end  of  the 
World  is  at  hand,  and  fundry  things  are  deteded, 
which  the  ancients  refervcd  amongft  the  higheft  Se¬ 
crets^  but  they  are  but  little  efteemed  j  fome  of  them, 
1  will  here  exhibit  and  fliow  unto  you. 


Now  follows  the  Procefsj  Operation^  or  Manner  of 
extraBing  Sol  ana  Luna  out  of  all  the  Me¬ 
tals  with  Profit. 

T Hat  you  may  gainfully  extrad  h  out  of  the  Me 
tal(or  Mineral)  of  Silver,  Litharge,  ftones,  and 
fhe  like  folTiles,  which  have  y  in  them,  Firft  of  all 
you  mull  commit  them  to  the  fire,  that  they  may  be 
made  red  hot  (but  yet  this  needs  not  be  done  with 
fand)  then  powder  them,  and  put  them  in  a  Glafs  Cu- 
curbite,  pour  thereupon  as  much  Jcfna-fortis  as  is  fuf 
ficient,  put  this  Cucurbite  in  a  pan  full  of  fand,  and 
then  heat  the  fand  by  little  and  little  by  putting  Fire  • 
thereunder  j  that  fo  the  Aqua- fortis  may  by  the  help 
thereof  attrad  the  3)  out  of  the  powder  ^  then  pour 
off  the  Aqua- fortis  from  this  powder,  and  pour  it  upon 
the  other  like  conditioned  powder,  that  it  may  alfo 
txtradthe  3)  out  ofthattoo,  and  this  decanting  and 
pouring  on,  mull  be  repeated  fo  often  until  there  be  no 
more  diflblved. 

The  Aqua-fortis  is  always  diminifhed  or  wafted  be¬ 
caufe  fome  of  it  adheres  to  the  Metal,  and  therefore 
muft  there  always  be  other  Aqua-fortis  put  in  the 
room  of  that  which  is  wafted  ^  The  Aqua-fortis  which 
adheres  to  the  Metal  is  to  be  thence  feparated  by  the 
benefit  of  boiling,  on  this  wife  j  Pour  compion  Rain¬ 
water  upon  the  Metal  contained  in  the  Cucurbite,  and 
mix  it  well  by  ftrong  fhaking  of  the  Glafs,  then  heat 
the  fand  fo  as  to  make  it  boil,  and  fo  that  hot  water 
will  draw  to  it  felf  the  Aquafortis  out  of  the  Metal, 
which  faid  water  contains  J>  in  it.  Then  when  this 
water  is  abftraded  by  inclination  or  pouring  off,  put 
on  fome  Rain-water  a  fecond  time  upon  the  powdered 
Metal  remaining  in  the  Cucurbite,  and  this  will  ex- 
trad  that  which  the  former  water  left  of  the  Aqua¬ 
fortis  partaking  of  3)  (unwafti’d  off :  )  and  fo  let  no¬ 
thing  of  the  3)  remain  in  that  metallick  powder-, 
when  it’s  thus  done  the  matter  is  to  be  thrown  away  as 
altogether  unprofitable,  unlefs  there  lies  hid  therein 
any  Gold  ;  which  if  it  be  fo,  we  muft  pour  fome  Aqua- 
thereupon,  and  order  the  operation  according 
to  the  foregoing  method  ;  then  mix  both  the  ftrong 
waters  together,  both  that  which  extraded  the  3)  and 
that  which  extraded  the  ®,  mix  them  diligently,  and 
there  will  thence  arife  a  certain  whiteWater,and  the 
folution  will  be  like  Milk;  For  the  )  cannot  abide  the 
A_qua-Regia,  but  there  will  precipitate  a  white  pow¬ 
der  which  fnatcheth  (or  precipitateth)  down  with  it 
felf  out  of  the  Waters  the  Gold  too.  We  may  make 
ufe  of  the  decanted  Water  to  extrad  O  out  of  the 


other  Metals ;  for  the  pouring  on  of  the  Aqua-fortis 
with  the  3)  in  it,  to  the  Aqua-ReAa^doth  not  at  all 
take  away  ought  of  the  virtues. 

Upon  the  precipitated  powder  of  O  and  >  hot  Rain¬ 
water  is  to  be  feveral  times  poured,  that  fo  all  the 
lharpnefs  of  the  Aqua-fortis  may  be  extraded.  The 
powder  of  the  )  is  to  be  put  upon  fome  Cap- paper 
a'fl^  dried.  And  as  for  the  way  of  feparating  the  3) 
from  the  O  we  will  prefently  teach  in  what  follows. 

’  The  edulcorating  waters  as  well  of  O  as  of  >  ,are 
to  be  all  of  them  mix t  together,  and  then  the  )  will 
fettle  to  the  bottom,  and  attrads  the  O  which  was  in 
the  other  water  (or  walkings  j :  fo  that  there  remains 
not  any  either©  or  3)  in  the  edulcorating  Water  (or  ^ 
waftiings) :  nor  are  thefe  waters  of  any  farther  pr^t 
as  to  the  work  of  feparating  as  afore,  yet  notwith*  ] 
ftanding  there  may  be  made  excellent  Salt-petre  of 
them,  as  we  lhall  mention  in  what  follows. 

When  you  have  rightly  edulcorated  and  dried  the 
precipitates  of  0  and  3) ,  they  are  to  be  put  into  a  ^ 
ftrong  Crucible,  this  Crucible  is  to  be  placed  in  a  Gen-  : 
tie  fire,  until  the  matter  therein  contained  doth  flow, ' 
which  is  eafily  done,  for  it  is  very  fluxile ;  as  foon  as 
ever  you  perceive  it  flow,  turn  it  out,  for  fear  leaft  a- 
ny  of  it  Ihould  penetrate  the  Crucible,  and  fo  bring 
damage  or  lofs  to  the  Operator.  When  the  >  is 
poured  forth,  you  will  find  the  0  flicking  to  the  fides 
and  bottom  of  the  Crucible  like  pale  Gold,  altogether 
Crude  and  not  at  all  fluxile.  The  3)  turn’d  out  is 
brittle,  fufile,and  volatile,  and  is  by  the  Chymifts 
call’d  HornyTuna,  but  I  call  it  the  2  of  > ,  it  being  of 
excellent  ufe  in  Alchimy,  as  lhall  be  Ihown  in  what 
follows. 

The  Crucible  in  which  that  0  remained  may  be 
kept  to  melt  fuch  like  precipitates  of  ©  jSc  !•  in  again; 
when  this  hath  been  done  pretty  often  (in  the  lame 
pot)  melt  down  this  ®  by  adding  a  little  borax,  and 
you  lhall  receive  a  palilli  Gold,  becaule  in  this  firft 
melting,  fome  of  the  >  doth  adhere  thereunto. 

This  now  is  the  common  way  of  feparating  thefe 
precipitates  of©  and  >  from  each  other,  there  fliall 
follow  a  better  way  in  what  enfues. 

NB-  That  if  fo  be,  both  the  Metals  are  boiled  in  a 
ftrong  Lixivium  after  their  edulcoration  ;  or  if  fome 
fixt  Salt  made  of  a  Lixivium,  be  powdered  and  per- 
raixt  with  it  afore  melting,  then  the  0  and  >  are  re¬ 
duced  together,  and  may  be  afterwards  feparated  by 
the  help  of  Aqua-fortts :  There  is  yet  a  more  accurate 
way;  (and  it  is  this)  when  we  mix  the  edulcorated 
Calxes  of  Luna  and  Sol  with  ( A.  )|  and  being 
mixt  put  them  in  a  coated  Retort,  and  put  fire  there- 
under  by  degrees  (as  is  wont  to  be  done  in  deftilling) 
and  keep  it  for  6  or  8  hours  in  a  continual  Cementati* 
on  ;  and  fo  the  volatile  ?  of  >  is  made  fixt  by 
the  help  of  (  A-  ^and  corporeal  :  Yea  and  tin- 
geth  fome  part  of  the  added  ( A.  j  fo  that 
by  the  benefit  of  this  Cementation,  the  >  is  made 
more  Golden.  This  Cement  is  to  be  moft  finely 
powdered  and  to  be  reduced  by  the  following  melt¬ 
ing  :  and  you  will  find  your  ©  and  >  augmen¬ 
ted.  The  melting  is  thus;  Take  of  the  beft  Salt¬ 
petre,  and  (A*^  each  alike:  mix  them,  and  fepa- 
rate  the  Spirit  of  Nitre  by  a  Retort,  which  (Spirit) 
is  much  fitter  for  feparation  than  fimple  Aqua¬ 
fortis  :  The  Caput  Mortuum  remaining  behind  in  the 
Retort, is  to  be  powdered,  the  fixt  Nitre  is  tobeex- 
tradled  with  Rain-water  out  of  the  powder.  This 
Lixivium  or  extrafling  Liquor  will  be  of  a  green  co¬ 
lour  which  is  to  be  coagulated  .into  a  Salt  by  a  due 
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to  make  aureous  or  Golden,  yea, and  to  reduce  the  Ce¬ 
mented  5  (of  ?  too-  -  ,  ,  , 

NS.  It  is  better  to  mix  the  fixtSalt'petre,  or  the 
Green  Lyon  fimply  with  the  horny  ) ,  to  cement  it 
in  a  Retort,  than  ( to  take  it  )  out  of  the  Retort, 
(and)reduce  it  with  a  ftronger  fire’,  and^  we 
have  an  excellent  augmentation  of  ®. 

NB.  The  Mivenry  of  cemented  with  (  A'X 
may  be  likewife  reduced  by  this  means,  (  'vizj.  with 
this  flux  )  that  we  take  one  part  of  Flints  that  will 
melt  in  the  fire,  and  of  the  fixt  fait  of  afhes  fouroi 
five  parts,  and  fornix  them  together,  and  melt  them 
into  a  white  glals ;  ’tis  able  to  reduce  the  belt  Ce¬ 
ments-  And  this  is  the  beft  way  of  all  of  ledudtion. 

Befides,  all  thofe  ways  of  reducing  a  Cement,  there 
may  even  this  way  too  be  inftituted  ,  and  that  not 
unprofitably.  Take  of  the  fufile  Glafs  of  Lead  four 
parts,  of  the  cementing  Powder  one  parti  melt  them 
in  an  iron  Crucible  in  a  ftrongFire,  and  fomeof  the 
Lead  will  be  reduced  out  of  the  Glafs  of  Lead,  and 
will  be  near  (  or  partake  of  )  ^  ^  This  Lead  is  to  be 
blown  off  on  the  Teft,  and  you  fhall  find  an  aureous )  : 
But  for  as  much  as  the  Lead  feparated  from  the  Glafs 
of  Lead  in  the  iron  Crucible,  contrads  a  blackifli  co¬ 
lour  from  the  Iron  ;  it  is  profitable  to  add  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  the  fufing  or  melting,  fome  Salt  of  Allies,  as  be¬ 
ing  that  by  which  the  Lead  becomes  depurated, and  fo 
is  eafily  feparated  on  the  Teft. 

■  But  if  fo  be,  that  (for  this  work)  the  Metals  (or  Mi¬ 
nerals)  of  ®  &  )  cannot  be  had  to  precipitfite  the  Mer¬ 
cury  of  >  out  of  them,  (then)  the  artificially- made 
(  veflels  or  plate)  whether  fimply  Silver,  or  elfe  guilt 
with  w,  may  be  made  ufe  of  •,  let  thefe  be  diflblyed 
with  the for. left  after  the  precipitation, &  precipi¬ 
tated  with  Salt  water  or  Aqm  and  be  edulcora¬ 
ted  and  mixt  with  C  A  )  and  be  fixt  in  a  Retort- 
•  Now  this  Operation  is  to  be  done  in  a  Retort,  that 
fo  the  precipitated  )  that  is  altogether  volatile,  may 
not  be  wafted,  which  in  a  Crucible  evaporates  away, 
a  good  part  of  it, which  cannot  be  fo  done  in  a  Retort ; 
for  in  a  Retort,  that  which  flies  up,  fticks  in  the  Neck, 
and  may  be  feparated  thencefrora,  and*be  mixt  with  o- 
ther  Cements :  And  befides  too,  the  Cement  is  eafily- 
er  feparated  from  the  Glafs,  than  from  an  uneven 
Crucible;  for  fome  part  always  fticks  thereon,  and 

cannot  be  gotten  off.  .  r 

When  you  are  minded  to  purifie  this  Cement  loon- 
■er  (or  more  fpeedily )  it  may  be  molten  with  an  equal 
weight  of  Antimony,  and  there  will  arife  from  your 
golden  >  a  Regulus,  which  muft  be  purified  with  Salt¬ 
petre.  Concerning  which  work  of  Reduction  ,  and 
which  is  far  eafier  than  that  which  is  done  by  the  help 
of  the  Glafs  of  Lead,  I  have  moft  clearly  and  fully 
handled  it,  in  my  Teftiraony  of  the  Truth,  or  the  Ex¬ 
plication  of  my  Miraculum  Mnndi.  By  this  means  e- 
very  5  of  >  may  be  rendred  aureous,and  that  as  oft  as 
one  will,  yea,even  until  all  the  )  be  changed  into  Gold 
by  Cementation  and  Gradation-  Now  if  you  would 
otherwife  feparateoughfeof  the  aureous  or  golden  )  ,or 
extradtthe  Metals  (  where  neverthelefs  you  would  re: 
duce  the  feparated  0  and  >)  it  may  be  efferted  by  this 
means  moft  coramodioufly  and  moft  gainfully  of  all, 
becaufe  the  Calx  of  ^  is  made  aureous  byCeraenta- 
.  tion  -  .This  labour  yields  a  continual  augmentation  of 

0,  by  which  we  may  -live  very  well  and  plentifully. 


Another  Augment  or  Encreafe  of  Sol. 

Dlffolve  >  or  h  in  Aqua  Fortis  ,  alfo  ¥  in  Aqua 
Regia  :  (  NB.  Let  there  be  alw^ays  thrice 
as  much  Silver  as  Tin  •,  )  mix  the  folutions  very 
accurately  ,  and  when  you  fee  that  all  the  matter  is 
fallen  down  (or  precipitated)  to  the  bottom  ;  pour  off 
the  water,  which  faid  water  will  very  commodioufly 
ferve  inftead  of  Aqua  Regia^  to  diffolve  other  ¥  in. 
NB.  If  your  Aqua  Regia  be  not  ftrong  enough,  it  will 
not  at  all  diflblve  the  Tin,  therefore  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
you  may  pour  on  the  Tin,  Aqua  Fortis  mixt  with  Am¬ 
ple  water,  which  after  they  have  a  while  aded  upon 
each  other,  there  muft  be  fome  fait- water  poured 
thereupon,  that  fo  the  )  or  h  may  be  precipitated  to 
the  bottom  of  the  Velfel,  in  which  (VelTel)  the  white 
afhes  of  the  Tin  ly.  This  matter  lying  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  is  to  be  edulcorated  ,  dryed,  and  reduced  by  a 
ftrong  fire,  by  which  operation  you  ^ve  not  only  an 
augmentation  of  your  Lma^  but  kR  likewife  made 
golden. 

NB.  This  bufinefs  may  alfo  be  thus  managed,  Flrft, 
diflblve  h  or  )  in  Aqua  Fortis  •  to  the  folution  add 
an  equal  quantity  of  Rafn-water,  pour  this  mixture 
upon  ¥,and  let  the  folution  be  made  in  a  pretty  warm 
place  with  fand  ;  feparate  that  which  is  diffolved, 
the  matter  that  is  yet  foraewhat  harder,  by  decant¬ 
ing  or  pouring  it  off,  then  make  the  precipitation  with 
falt-water,  edulcorate  it  dry  it,  and  melt  it,  and  you 
lhall  have  Encreafe- 

But  if  thisMafs  will  not  fo  eafily  melt,  then  powder 
it,  and  mix  it  either  with  Antimony,  Glafs  of  Lead, 
or  with  a  fluxing  matter  made  of  fait  of  allies  and 
flints,  that  thereby  it  may  be  made  fluxile  or  meltable ; 
That  which  is  made  fufile  by  the  help  of  the  Glafs  of 
Flints,  is  prefently  pure  ;  fo  is  not  that  which  is  done 
by  the  help  of  the  Glafs  of  Lead,  for  that  muft  be 
hence  feparated,  and  be  (  by  the  benefit  of  5  and  if) 
reduced  into  Reguiufes,  and  be  purified  and  wafhed  by 
Salt-petre.  Therefore  it  is  the  better  way  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  melting,  with  the  Glafs  of  Flints  than  with 
Antimony,  becaufe  the  >  may  be  afterwards  fepara¬ 
ted  without  Lofs,  which  is  not  foeafie  a  thing  for  e- 
very  one  to  do  (c^herwife.) 

The  Redudion  which  is  made  by  the  help  of  the 
Glafs  of  Lead,  is  indeed  (otherwife  a  moft  eafy  way, 
but  by  that  way  which  is  done  with  Antimony,  we  get 
more  0  than  by  any  other  way. 


Another  way  of  Augmenting  Sol. 

TAke  the  golden  Talck,  Granates,  Smiris,  Hema- 
titis,  the  aureous  Scoria’s  of  Copper,  the  green- 
ifh,  reddi (h, golden  Flint, Sand,  or  Clay  ;  extract  their 
volatile  Gold  with  a  ftrong  Aqua  Regia  •  pour  into  the 
folution,  a  folution  of  Lead  made  by  Fortis- 
mix  it  well ;  when  the  matter  is  fettled,  feparate  the 
Aqua  Fortis  by  inclination ;  edulcorate  the  faid  Calx" 
of  h  with  water,  and  dry  it,  and  fo  have  we  gotten 
the  volatile  Gold  extraded  out  of  the  Aqua  Regia 
by  the  h  ;  This  volatile  Gold  is  inade  fixt  on  this 
wife.  Take  the  moft  fubtle  Powder  of  ®,  or  its 
moft  thin  Leaves,  add  thereto  thrice  as  much  of  this 
5  of  h  ;  or  four  times  as  much,  or  fix  times,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  quantity  of  it,  by  which  we  formerly  got 
(or  filh’d  out)  the  volatile  Gold  :  Set  it  in  fuch  a  place 
Where  it  may  have  a  gentler  heat,  fo  as  that  the  2  of 
Z  2  z  z  Tj  may 
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Tj  may  juft  flow,  and  not  fume  *,  the  matter  is  to  be 
thus  kept  in  this  heat  for  fbme  hours,  or  lathei  days, 
that  fo  the  filings  of  ®  or  its  thin  Leaves  may  by  little 
and  little  attraft  the  volatile  Gold  out  of  the  S  or  h , 
and  confcq-uently  be  therewithal  augmented. 

NB.  But  feeing  it  is  a  m.oft  difficult  thing  to  keep 
fuch  a  very  temperate  heat  as  that  nothing  at  all  of 
the  5  fliall  fly  away,  and  the  ©  (hall  not  melt  in  the 
Crucible:  It  is  better  to  put  the  ©  mixtwith  the  5 
of  h  in  a  coated  Retort,  and  fet  it  at  a  ftrong  Fire  for 
a  j  feafon  for  fo  nothing  of  the  5  of  h  flies  away,  or 
penetrates  the  Crucible.  That  which  afeendsup  to 
the  Neck  of  the  Retort  may  be  feparated,  and  be  kept 
for  common  S  of  h ,  out  of  which  may  be  prepared  a 
moft  excellent  Medicine. 


Another  Augmentation  of  Sol. 

TAke  of  red  Arfenick,  Auripigraent,  Hungarian 
Antimony^  or  Cinnabar  one  part,  of  2  of  h 
three  parts,  an^fome  thin  Plates  of  Gold  ;  let  them 
Hand  in  a  Glafs  Retort  in  a  pretty  hot  place,  and  fo 
the  ®  will  attraft  the  volatile  Gold  out  of  the  added 
Minerals,  and  will  thereby  augment  it  felf.  And  if 
fo  be  that  there  be  any  thing  fublimed  up  to  the  neck 
of  the  Retort  it  may  be  taken  thencefrom,  and  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  kind  ofTinaure.  And  fo  we  may  here 
have  a  particular  augmentation  of©,  and  a  matter 
whereoutof  a  Tiniflure  may  be  prepared. 

NB.  The  veffel  that  is  moll  fit  for  the  fixation  of 
the  Tiinfiure,  is  fuch  an  one  as  is  made  of  fixt  h . 

NB-  The  ?  of  tj  or  >  may  be  reduced  by  a  fecret 
fufion  for  futile  matter  j  whereby  it  prefently  yields 
an  aureous>  or  h  :  but  efpecially  this?  of  ^  or  h  ,by 
the  help  of  which, there  hath  bin  a  fixt  or  volatileGold 

extiafted  QUt  of  the  earth.  Hones,  fand,  and  fuch  like 

Minerals,  is  to  be  on  this  wife  reduced,  whereby  we 
may  receive  fand  get)  as  w'ell  the  volatile  Gold 
as  the  fixt. 

Likewife  too,  the  ?  of  5  or  h  may  be  artificially 
dlHilled,  purified, and  prepared  for  a  Angular  Medica¬ 
ment  ;  But  yet  let  no  body  perfwade  himfelfthat  fuch 
a  diHillation  is  to  be  perfected  after  the  common  vyay 
with  retorts  or  cucurbites,for  it  is  a  meerly  vain  thing 
to  hope  for  the  feparationof  the  pure  from  the  im* 
pure  that  kind  of  way,  for  becaufe  the  fire  forceth  up 
the  good  and  bad  alike,  the  which  thing  is  not  atall  fo 
done  by  my  more  fecret  Philofophical  diHillation ;  for 
by  it,  the  moH  pure  foul  only  of  the  Metal  is  driven 
up  i  as  for  the  terreHreity  that  remains, it  is  feparated 
of  it  felf  by  that  more  impure  (thing)  to_  which  it  is 
conjoined,  and  makes  a  dirtyilh  flime-  The 
purer  part  will  be  found  (by  the  help  of  the  Cementa- 
tory  (popple)  to  contain  both  0  and  >  \  as  well  the 
purer  part  of  that  which  is  prepared  by  it  felf  of  this 
(bare)?  of  and  :  as  that  which  is  prepared  of 
fuch  (a  ?,)  as  by  whofe  help  fixe  and  volatile 
Gold  hath  been  educed  (or  gotten)  out  of  the  nitrous 
Water ;  which  way  alfo  is  a  moH  compendious  one, , 
of  reducing  the  (extraded)  volatile  and  fixt  Gold. 
For  when  we  reduce  this  ?  of  i»  or  fi  by  the  help  of 
fafing  things,  fomc  part  of  the  ©  may  calily  perifli  and 
evaporate:  But  now  here,  nothing  at  all  periflieth  : 
For  that  which  does  not  remain  (behind)  in  the  faid 
artificial  diftillation, and  fo  feparate  it  felf  from  im¬ 
purities,  goes  out  (or  pafTeth  over)  and  yields  a  moil 

excellent  Medicament  more  excellent  than  ©  it  fell, 

which  you  are  well  to  obferve. 

Belides  too,  it  is  a  thing  molt  eafic  to  be  done  to  fix 


the  foul  of  J»  or  h  r that  is  carried  fior  forced)  up,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  volatile  Spirit,)  in  the  faid  inHru- 
ment  with  0 ;  which  to  effed,  there  (otherwife)  needs 
a  longer  time.  Therefore  even  by  this  one  only  pro* 
cefs  is  both  made  a  moH  excellent  Medicament,  and 
withal,©  is  gotten  too-  Thefe  things  we  have  here  ex- 
poftd  in  very  few  and  plain  Words  moH  agree¬ 
able  to  the  truth,  and  domoHexadly  anfwer  to  ex¬ 
perience  ;  nor  is  there  any  reafon  of  blaming  me  be¬ 
caufe  of  my  fpeaking  fomewhat  obfeurcly,  feeing  it 
is  evident  that  not  one  of  my  Predeceflbrs  did  ever 
exhibit  (or  publilh)  any  of  thofe  things.  Well,  whac 
(hall  I  fay  ?  Excellent  Gold  may  be  extraded  out  of 
all  the  kinds  of  Metals,  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre ;  yea 
with  fo  much  facility  ;  that  it  would  feem  an  incre* 
dible  thing  to  moH  Men,  though  I  Ihould  clearly  fet 
down  all  the  circumflances,  word  for  word  :  But  yet 
this  (extradion  is)  not  (to  be  done)  without  the  be» 
nefit  (or  help)  of  O  and  >  :  For  when  we  have  a  pur- 
pofe  of  augmenting  any  thing,  there  muft  in  the  firft 
place  of  neceffity  be  the  feed  of  the  thing  that  is  to  be 
augmented,  and  according  to  the  quality  of  the  feed 
there  muH  be  a  fit  matrix  in  which  it  may  take  its 
growth  or  increafe.  For  example  v  When  we  feek 
for  the  increafing  of  any  vegetable  feed,  we  prepare 
a  convenient  Earth  for  the  fame,  to  which  Earth  we 
commit  that  feed,  and  fo  the  like  fort  of  Herb  buds 
forth,  which  doth  again  produce  thoufands  of  feeds ; 
which  feeds  are  again  put  into  the  Earth,  and  fo  arc 
multiplied  even  to  infinity.  This  multiplication  of 
Vegetables  is  fufficlently  enough  known,  and  a  moft 
cafie  work  it  is  to  multiply  a  Vegetable, if  we  have  but 
its  feed,  and  that  it  be  well  confer ved  leaft  it  die.  ^  So 
likewife  out  of  one  Fire  may  be  made  many  yea  infi» 
nice  other  Fires,  for  one  is  always  kindled  by  another. 
But  when  all  the  feed  is  dead,’tisan  impoflible  thing 
to  produce  a  new  feed. 

Therefore  the  moft  Great  and  Blefled  GOD,  hath 
moft  excellently  ordered  it,  fo  that  the  feed  of  Vege¬ 
tables  may  be  kept  the  year  about  ;  for  if  it  (hould  not 
be  fo,  we  might  well  fear  the  deftrudlion  of  the  chief 
Herbs  in  theWinter  feafon,which  now  (by  the  benefit 
of  their  feeds  fowed  in  the  Earth)  we  are  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  new. 

Now  the  progrefs  or  order  of  the  feed  of  Animals 
is  widely  different  from  thefe, although  that  even  they 
are  committed  to  fuch  like  Animal  bodies,  as  being 
their  fruitful  foil,  for  multiplication  fake :  But  yet 
this  fowing  is  done  by  a  vaftly  different  way  from 
that  of  Vegetables  •,  For  we  can  keep  the  feed  of  the 
Vegetables,  and  carry  it  from  place  to  place  and  fo 
plant  or  fow  it  in  any  part  of  the  Earth  we  pleafe  i 
which  cannot  be  done  with  the  feed  of  Animals  for  we 
cannot  fo  conferve  that,  or  tranfport  it  out  of  one 
place  into  another,  or  fow  it  as  lifteth  us  our  felves. 
But  it  muft  be  committed  unto  the  matrix,  in  that  very 
moment  of  time  that  it  paffeth  out,  for  it  cannot  be 
fruitful  and  entire  if  it  be  but  a  moment  of  time  out  of 
the  body.  The  fowing  therefore  and  conception  are 
performed  both  together  by  both  bodies,  viz.,  by  the 
Male  and  Female.  The  caufe  of  this  thing  is  chu?, 
becaufe  the  feed  of  the  Animals  abounds  with  a  vola¬ 
tile,  invifible,  and  living  Spirit ;  which  once  loft  the 
work  of  multiplication  is  wholly  taken  away.  There¬ 
fore  like  as  one  fAniraal)  multiplication  is  perfected 
fo  is  the  other,  nor  may  we  by  any  means  tranfgrefs 
the  courfe  of  nature. 

In  like  manner  are  the  Minerals  alfo  multi¬ 
plied,  and  by  the  fame  manner  that  it  is  once  per- 
fedted  by,  is  it  to  be  always  after  perfected  by. 

The 
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The  Multiplication  of  the  Vegetables  and  Animals 
is  well  enough  known  to  every  one, and  is  every  where 
done,  nor  (by  reafon  of  its  being  fo  very  common) 
doth  it  at  all  caufe  in  any  one  an  admiration ;  But  the 
I  multiplication  of  the  Minerals  is  not  fo  publick  a  thing, 
for  there  are  but  a  very  few  that  underltand  it, 

I  though  it  be  as  eafie  as  the  multiplication  of  Vegeta- 
I  bles  and  Animals,  infomuch  that  I  alfo  believe,  that 
I  there  is  not  any  one  to  be  found,  that  is  fo  ftupidly 

;  fooiilh,  that  would  not  be  able  prefently  to  appre- 

!  hend  and  do  the  fame,  were  the  way  but  Ihown  unto 
him.  Now  that  there  are  fo  many  that  erre,and  who 
walk  in  an  unlawful  or  contrary  path,  this  is  not  to  be 
'  imputed  to  the  art  it  felf,  but  to  thofe  that  meddle 
therewithal  fo  inconliderately,  and  do  not  imitate  na^ 
ture,  who  always  keeps  her  courfe  allotted  her  by  God. 

!  The  Multiplication  therefore  of  the  Metals  doth 
!  folely  confifl:  in  the  knowledge  of  the  feed  ;  for  as 
the  condition  or  quality  of  the  feed  fown  is,  like  fruits 
will  follow,  fuch  nature  as  the  feed  you  fow  is  of,  fuch 
I  fruits  will  you  reap,  and  no  other-  For  Example,  I 
feek  after  ©  :  Therefore  I  muft  firlt  of  all,of neceffity 
■  have  the  feed  of  ©,at  hand,afore  I  can  fow  it-or  mul- 

,  tiply  it.  Now  to  have  this  feed,  we  muft  not  fet  about 
i  it  with  words  or  imagination,  but  by  fgetting)  the 
I  knowledge  of  nature  ;  for  fhe  Ihews  us  the  fafelt  way, 

:  if  vye  did  not  yvithdraw  our  felves  from  hearing  her 
teach  us.  Now  like  as  Ihe  commits  ©  and  I»  to  the 
Earth,  even  fo,  and  no  otherwife  muft  we  alfo  do,  if 
:  wc  hope  for  any  good  fuccefs. 

And  as  wefaid  above,  that  there  lies  hidden  in  e- 
very  Vegetable  and  Animal  feed,  a  certain  vital  or 
procreating  Spirit,  without  which  it  is  wholly  unht  for 
ought  *,  even  fo,  there  refides  a  certain  Spirit  in  the 
Minerals,  which  vivifies  and  effedfeth  all,  which  being 
.  abfent,  death  it  felf  follows.  This  fpirit  is  of  no 
I  weight  or  form,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  feen  by  us 
I  but  only  the  habitation  or  houfe  wherein  it  dwells ; 

fo  that  fcarce  the  thoufandth  part  of  the  feed  is  life 
I  and  fpirit,  all  the  reft  is  dead-  The  truth  of  this  thing 
I  doth  (among  other  things)  appear  even  from  hence, 

!  VIZ,,  if  fome  Vegetable’  feed  be  kept  beyond  its  due 
I  and  naturally  appointed  time,  whereby  the  V egeta- 
!  rive  virtue  and  fpirit  vanilheth,  it  doth  not  yield  any 
fruit  at  all.  nor  can  it  multiply  it  felf,  though  it  hath 
its  former  lhape,  bignefs,  and  former  weight.  And 
[  therefore,  there  is  not  any  thing  in  the  three-fold 
I  Kingdom  of  either  Vegetables,  Animals,  or  Minerals, 
but  is  procreated  and  multiplied  meerly  and  folely  by 
the  benefit  of  this  fpirit  and  implanted  Life. 

Therefore,  even  as  all  the  Metals  were  firft  wrought 
after  a  fpiritual  manner  by  the  Stars  in  the  Earth  ( in 
a  convenient  Matrix)  by  the  Stars,  and  made  fix  5  10 
according  as  the  Matrix  it  felf  is  pure  or  impure,  fo 
pure  or  impure  Metals  are  generated  \  now  the  Matrix 
of  all  things  is  water  or  moift  earth,  in  which  the  Stars 
are  congregated  (or  united  together)  are  made  cor¬ 
poreal,  grow  up,  and  are  multiplied.  Here  there¬ 
fore,  if  Art  would  imitate  nature,  there  are  required 
Male-like  Aftrums  and  Feminine  Matrixes,  in  which 
the  Aftrums  may  exercile  their  operations.  There¬ 
fore  by  how  much  purer  the  metallick  Aftrum  or  feed 
is,  and  the  Matrix  purer,  fo  much  the  nobler  efied  is 
produced  and  fo  on  the  contrary. 

But  feeing  that  there  is  not  any  Star  nobler  than  0, 
nor  Matrix  nobler  than  > ,  there  is  no  more  required, 
but  that  we  make  common  ©  Aftral  by  Art ;  and  that 
we  prepare  >  on  fuch  wife,  as  that  it  may  be  inftead 
of  a  Matrix,  wherein  the  Aftrums  of  ©  may  exercife 
his  operations,  and  fo  without  doubt,  there  will  thence 


come  fuch  Children  as  will  be  like  their  Parents.  Not¬ 
is  there  any  ground  for  any  one  to  think  that  there  is 
any  other  way  allotted  to  augment  ©  and  J ,  befides 
that  afore  mentioned  wdiich  is  tobe  inftituted  in  a 
fpiritual  manner :  After  this  manner  the  World  it 
felf  was  Created,  where  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  up¬ 
on  the  Water  and  impregnated  it  j  and  even  as  we 
daily  fee  that  the  Stars  do  impart  to  the  inferiour 
things  their  virtues,  and  they  are  thereby  multiplied  ; 
cvenfo  may  we  dothe  fame  by  art  in  thefe  inferiour 
things ;  for  fuch  as  are  above,  are  allb  beneath, 
Thofe  above  are  beyond  our  reach  ;  but  the  inferiour 
ones,  not  fo:  For  art  can  do  the  fame  with  or  upon 
the  infeiiour  things,  as  the  Stars  upon  the  fuperiour 
ones.  As  Hermes  doth  clearly  demonftrate  in  the 
Smaragdine  Table.  He  that  underftands  thefe  my 
fayings,  will  alfo  underftand  thofe  things,  which  Para-. 

delivers  in  his  P^ookohh&P^exationof  Alchymifis, 
in  the  Rule  efpecialiy  of  D  ;  and  Baftl  (Talem me) 
where  he  treats  of  Sulphur. 

It  is  a  thing  moft  eafie  to  be  done,- but  moft  difficult 
to  be  found  out,  to  multiply  even  the  moft  vile  Me¬ 
tals, by  the  help  of  the  Aftrums, and  by  this  fecret  way. 
He  that  well  knows  Salt-.petre  and  can  rightly  handle 
the  fame,  will  by  the  help  thereof  perform  a  many 
profitable  things-,  for  as  it  is  altogether  impoftible  to 
get  0  out  of  the  viler  Metals,  without  it:  So  on  the 
contrary  it  is  moft  eafie  fo  to  do  by  its  help.  Briefly, 
He  that  knows  how  to  handle  Salt-petre  aright,  he 
will  excellently  well  underftand  the  Writings  of  the 
Philofophers,  and  let  him  know,  that  he  has  a  light 
given  him,  to  arrive  unto  great  Secrets- 

For  we  may  extrad  O  and  > ,  out  of  all  the  com¬ 
mon  meaner  or  viler  Metals,  fo  that  an  expert  Chy- 
mift needs  not  feek  after  peregrine,  or  ftrange  Mate¬ 
rials.  An  excellent  purification,  fixation,  and  aug¬ 
mentation  may  perfedly  be  done  by  the  help  of  Salt¬ 
petre,  which  being  a  thing  that  but  few  know  of,  fb 
feems  it  impoftible,  and  yet  the  things  I  propound  aro 
moft  true.  It  makes  bodies  volatile  and  fpiritual,  and 
by  and  by  again  makes  them  fixtand  compad :  So  that 
unto  it  alone  is  that  faying  of  the  Philofophers  due, 
(Make  the  fixt  volatile^  and  the  volatile  fixt)  and  to  no 
other  Subjeds :  Now  if  Metals  be  not  fpiritualized, 
there’s  no  hopes  oftheir  augmentation.  Of  fomething 
mafi  a  nothing  be  made.^and  again  out  of  the  nothing  muf 
fomething  froceed  :  So  faith  Paracelfas.^v^\)xc]\  likewife 
is  very  true,  though  there  are  but  a  few  that  believe 
the  fame. 

The  melting  together  of  varioufly  mixt  corporeal 
things,  yields  forth  neither  ©  nor  :  But  contrary- 
wife  a  fpiritual  Union  which  is  done  with  a  moft  ftrong 
heat,  is  a  notableauthor  (or  promoter) of  Multiplica* 
tion  i  for  the  Spirits  do  moft  notably  penetrate, and  by 
varioufly  ading  upon  each  other,  do  induce  alterati¬ 
ons  and  meliorations,  which  is  denied  to  dead  bodies 
to  perform.  The  Spirit  doth  diverfly  beftow  a  life, 
and  vivifieth,  but  the  body  isof  no  other  ufe,  but  to 
yield  an  houfe  or  habitation  to  the  Spirit  i  the  which 
is  well  to  be  regarded- 

Thofe  metalline  Spirits  (when  the  work  is  finifhedj 
do  infinuate  themfelves  anew  into  other  bodies,  which 
bodies  they  make  far  better  than  the  former  were,  and 
all  this  by  the  help  of  Salt-petre. 

Bafil  brings  in  Salt-petre  fpeaking  of  it  felf  on  this 
wife.  He  that  intends  ray  death  needs’  be  a  prudent 
Man,  that  fo  he  may  expel  (or  force  out)  my  foul  from 
me  ;  when  this  is  done,  I  adventure  upon  all  the 
things  I  am  able  to  do,  but  I  can  do  nothing  that  has 
in  it  firmnefs  (or  fubftantially)  in  the  bottom,  (gr  ra¬ 
dically  ;) 
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dically)  :  my  chearful  Woman, whom  (in  this 

place  j  I  take  to  Wife,  but  the  wedding  is  celebrated 
in  the  very  inward  parts  (or  center;  where  the  fweat 
hows  out  of  us  both  in  a  molt  plentiful  manner.  So 
the  fubtile  (part )  in  us,  expelleth  all  defilemenp, 
whence  it  is,  that  we  leave  behind  us  moft  rich  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  do  referve  (or  keep  in  flore)  mpfl  eminent 
Treafurcs  for  the  dead  bodies,  which  we  give  them  by 
our  Will  and  Teflament.  Who  would  fpeak  more 
clearly,  and  would  not  underftand  thefe  words  of 
themieives,  (or  as  they  are)  without  any  interpreta- 

tion.  .  ,  T 

The  ancient  Philofophers  wrote,  that  at  the  riling 
of  the  Sun  is  a  Bird  found  in  thofe  hotter  Countries  j 
which  builds  his  neft  with  Gold-,  and  when  he  is 
grown  old,  and  can  live  no  longer,  he  gathers  toge¬ 
ther  exceeding  dry  Wood,  which  being  kindled  by 
the  heat  of  theO,  confumes  both  the  Nell  and  the 
Bird  too,  from  the  alhes  moiftned  with  rain  Water, 
they  fay  there  arife  Worms  which  will  be  again 
changed  into  other  Phoenixes. 


and  partly  by  expreffion  from,  the  coagulated  or 
cheefy  fubftanoe  wrapt  up  in  a  Linen  cloth,  that  fo  a 
Cheefe  may  thence  be  made. 

Juflfo  do  we  proceed  in  the  making  of  onr  mctallick 
Cheefe  ;  for  when  we  pour  Salt-water  or  Spirit  of 
Salt  upon  thejolution  of  )  or  h  mixt  with  that(folu- 
tion)  which  is  of  agoldnifli  Nature,  Ws..  of  2  or  ¥  : 
we  prefently  fee  a  precipitation  made  ;  which  done 
weabftradthe  clear  water  fwimming  at  top  of  the 
precipitated  matter,  by  inclination  or  pouring  off', 
the  which  we  may  keep  for  farther  ufes,  principally 
for  the  folution  of  other  Metals  and  golden  Subjedls, 
We  put  the  Cheefe  or  white  Coagulum  abiding  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Velfel,  into  a  Linen  cloth,  and  by  ftrpng 
fqueezing  it  free  it  wholly  from  the  waterinefs,  which 
faidjwater  is  to  be  kept  as  well  as  the  former,  for  being 
nfed  abont  making  new  Cheefes,  it  makes  them  of  the 
better  favour,  and  moreaureous  and  vendible. 

This  Whey,  or  that  water  which  is  plentifully  ga¬ 
thered  in  the  making  the  Cow- milk  Cheefes,  though  it 
afFordsvarieties  of  Profit  to  mankind,  whether  they 


anuea  lllLO  ULUCi  ri:tcuiAts.  - -  _  r  •  l  r  \ 

Thefe  fayings  We  indeed  Fabulous,  yet  neverthe- )  give  ittheir  Hogs  to  fatten  them,  or  ufe  it  themfelves 
~  f  •  _ rL  1  r _ ktr  *-iipin  •  fBr  rhf»Ir  rloilu  HrinW-  pfnpriallv  in  Summer  time,  or 


lefs  there  is  a  molt  high  fecret  difclofed  by  them : 
for  if  werightly  confider  all  circumftances,we  lhall  find 
that.,  Salt-petre  is  hereby  meant,  which  gathers  the 
Gold  into  his  Neft,  that  is,  extrads  the  Gold  out  of 
Metals,  Stones,  and  Minerals,  arid  doth  afterwards  in- 
creafe  his  Family  by  the  burning  them.  This  to  a 
wife  man  is  enough.  *  «  i 

Now  that  this  Arcanum  may  be  the  more  manifeft, 

I  will  add  over  and  aboVe,  another  way  of  extrading 
the  fixt  and  volatile  Gold  out  of  Stones  and  all  kinds  of 
Minerals,  by  the  help  of  Salt'-pctre,  and  of  making 
them  corporeal. 

We  may  very  well  compare  this  work  to  a  fiflfing 
Trade,  concerning  which  the  Philofophers  have  writ¬ 
ten  many  things,  but  very  obfeure  •,  Sandivog^  hath 
more  clearly  treated  of  that  thing,  but  Ifanc  HolUnd 
cleareft  of  all.  Verily  this  Philofopher  was  an  excel-- 
lent  fifher  of  Pearls  and  an  excellent  prefTer  of  Cheefe, 
and  for  this  very  rcafon  he  afiumed  to  himfelf  fuch  a 
name.  For  Ijacus  by  tranfpofition  of  Letters  is  the 
fame  with  Cnfus^(^ov  Cheefe.;  So  that  it  may  be  faid 
to  be  Holland  Cheefe ;  not  that  Hollandtfsy/^s  in  very 
deed  a  maker  of  the  ufual  Cheefe  with  milk,  but  that 
he  bears  fome  kind  of  refemblance  (in  his  work)  with 
fuch  Men  :  For  hebeftowed  abundance  of  labour  about 
working  on  that  Univerfal,  that  hath  fome  Cheefe-like 
fafliion  in  it. 

Even  as  the  Hollanders  gather  the  greateft  quantity 
of  Milk  more  than  all  Nations  befides,  out  of 
which  they  prels  their  Cheefes,  and  fo  fuftain  them 
aivl  theirs  *,  fo  the  more  skilful  Chymifts  do  frame  or 
make  Cheefes  after  a  Philofophical  manner,  and  that 
out  ofMetals,  Salts,  and  Herbs :  and  this  very  much 
agreeable  to  that  method,  according  to  which  we  fee 
the  Hollanders  proceed  in  making  their  Sheep- milk 
Cheefe,  where  they  boil  in  the  Milk  fome  green  Herbs, 
and  fo  do  thence  extratft  a  colour  afore  they  fet  about 
the  coagulatingor  curdling  of  it.  That  Is,  they  dif- 
lolve  h  or  >  in  Aqua- fort  is,  and  a  Golden  matter, 
though  it  be  but  2  or  (if  they  have  not  at  hand  any 
better)  in  -Aqua  Regta :  They  mix  together  l)oth  folu- 
tions having  both'W  them  the  form  of  Virgin-milk, 
and  they  addas  much  Saltas  is  fufficient.  (NB-  ’Fis 
better  to  add  Salt-water,  or  Spirit  of  Salt,)  and  you 


for  their  daily  drink,  efpecially  in  Summer  time,  or 
apply  it  to  other  ufes  as  we  fee  daily  done,  yet  do  not 
I  fee  any  better  benefit  than  that  which  it  yields  to 
i\\Q  Curriers.  For  they  put  in  It  fome  old  Iron,  and 
when  the  folution  is  made,  they  moiften  with  that 
water  the  hide  already  perfefl  (or  ready  drefled;and 
,  when  ’tis  dry  they  moiften  it  therewithal  again,  and 
this  they  do  three  or  four  times,  until  it  hath  gotten  a 
fixt  colour,  blacker  than  a  Coal.  They  do  alfo  fome- 
times  adminifter  fome  of  it  unto  Children  ( with  good 
fuccefs)to  kill  and  expel  the  Worms:  Nay  more, 
they  are  likewife  wont  to  make  a  Bath  thereof  very 
profitable  for  thofe  that  are  troubled  with  the  Scabs 
or  Itch,  becaufe  it  hath  gotten  a  drying  force  from 
the  and  thereupon  it  makes  the  skin  fmooth  and 
hard  :  and  feeing  that  the  Country  Fellows,  and  La¬ 
bourers  can  do  fo  much  with  it,  what  hinders  but  chat 
we  may  inftitute  fuch  a  curing  more  per  fed,  and  that 
on  this  wife. 

Take  fweetCoW'milk,  or  (which  is  better)  Goats- 
milk,two  meafures,  boil  it  over  the  Fire,  put  therej 
into  while  it  is  yet  warm  of.  or  of/,  of  Spirit  of  Salt, 
mix  it  well,  and  you  fliall  fee  the  coagulurn  or  curd 
prefently  feparate  from  the  whey  i  out  of  which, Chee¬ 
fes  may  bfe  made  by  expreffion,  which  are  far  better 
thanothers,  by  reafon  of  the  addition  of  the  Spirit  of 
Salt,  whereto  ifyou  add  fome  Cummine,Carraway,or 
fome  fpices,  they  are  yet  better  and  more  to  be 
preferred.  The  Whey  here  feparated  is  of  a  grateful 
favour,  and  by  reafon  of  theadmixtion  of  the  Spirit  of 
Salt,  isfomewhat  acidiffi,  and  a  moft  certain  and  moft 
fafe  loofner  or  abfterger,  being  adminiftred  to  Infants 
that  are  troubled  with  the  Worms,  or  even  to  Elder 
ones  that  are  feeble.  How  many  Infants  have  we  ob* 
ferved  to  die  unexpededly  after  they  have  been  for 
fome  while  and  often  afflided  with  a  burning  Fever, 
the  Convulfion  fits,  and  other  fuch  like  effeds,  and 
meerly  becaufe  we  will  not  j^erfwade  onr  felves  that 
they  have  the  worms, &  fo  forbear  the  ufing  any  reme¬ 
dies  to  purge  them  out  ?  Now  in  fuch  a  cafe  this  whey 
is  exceedingly  excellent,  being  nfed  after,  this  manner. 

Take  of  the  moft  fubtile  filings  of  fteel  as  much  as 
will  lie  upon  a  knife’s  point, mix  it  with  as  much  honey 
as  isfufficient,and  give  it  the  Children  :  and  for  their 
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ftiall  prefently  fee  that  milk  to  be  coagulated,  like  as '  ordinary  drink,  let  them  ufe  the  faid  Whey,  and  lo 

(when  we  pour  on  fome  Salt-water  or  Spirit  of  Salt  by  this  means, that  filings  being  difiolved  by  the  Wliey 

upon  Cow  or  Sheep  milk)  we  obferve  daily  to  happen:  kills  the  Worms,  in  the  ventricle  or  ^omach  and 

where  the  Water  is  partly  ferarated  by  decautaticu,  drives  them  out,  and  verily  isa  moft  excellent  e  i- 
•  f  f  ^  esrnent » 
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cament;  erpedally  iftakentwoor  three  days;  nor 
have  I  hitherto  met  with  a  nobler,  than  this  is.  And 
fo  there  will  redound  fome  profit  to  Children  and 
Infants  too,  by  this  our  way  of  making  Cheefe,  tor 
which  we  owe  immortal  thanks  to  the  Great  and 

Glorious  God.  ,  .  1.  1 

Befides  this,  I  have  likewife  obferved  the  fexTCl- 
lentufe  of  this  Whey,  in  the  adminiftration  of  my 
panacea  of  Antimony,  if  there  be  taken  a  draught 
or  two  thereof,  at  the  end  of  the  Purgation  ;  for  it 
gently  carries  ofF  the  reliques  that  Itick  to  the  in 

He  likewife  that  Is  fo  minded,  may  befoie  his  drop¬ 
ping  in  the  fpirit  of  Salt?  add  fome  Anife  -  ieed  01 
Fennehfeed  to  the  milk  as  it  boils,  thereby  to  cor- 
reft  its  Flatulency  or  Windinefs.  ,  1 

And  I  do  moft  curteoufly  intreat  the  well-minded 
Reader  to  take  it  in  good  part,  that  I  have  been  fo 
prolix  in  declaring  the  virtues  of  our  Whey  i  necel- 
Jity  it  felf,  and  the  love  of  my  neighbour  forbad  my 
concealing  of  them  :  For  very  many  Infants  are  killed 
with  the  Fever,  and  Epilepfy,  or  Convulfion-nts,  and 
fo  fuddenly  die,  for  no  other  caufe  but  our  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  Worms,  which  their  bodies  are  full  ot, 
beine  ignorant  of  convenient  remedies. 

Now  then  to  return  again  to  our  Cheefe,  and  to  de- 
monftrate  the  moft  eminent  benefit,  both  of  it,  and  of 
our  water  which  is  thence  feparated  ;  we  are  firft  of 
all  to  know,  that  even  it  is  alfo  able  to  tinge  (fo^e) 
fubjefts  with  a  certain  colour,  not  with  fuch  a  black 
colour,  indeed,  as  the  Whey  of  Milk,  prepared  asa- 
forefaid,  dyes  the  Curriers  Hides  with, but  with  a  yel- 
low  colour,  and  more  durable  than  that  which  is 
given  to  the  hide,  for  that  we  therewith  extraft  a 
Tinfture  out  of  J  and  other  aureous  Subjefts,  and 
with  the  Tinfture,  do  fometimes  anoint  (or  tinge) 
Luna.  If  now  the  water  abound  with  fuch  vir¬ 
tues;  what  virtues  will  not  the  Cheefe  it  lelf  a- 
bound  withal  ?  And  like  as  our  Cheeles  are  d^erfly 
impregnated  with  fpices,  fo  are  they  of  different 
favour,  and  price,  and  more  or  lefs  wholfome.  But 
now  if  that  virtue  which  is  in  V  is  alfo  added  to 
our  Cheefes,  there  will  proceed  from  thence  admira¬ 
ble  Cheefes  i  and  this,  that  Philofopher  was  min¬ 
ded  to  point  at,  who  writes  that  by  the  help  or 
the  Saturnine  net,  he  is  able  even  in  a  clear  night 
to  extraft  the  little  Fifh  Efchinels  out  of  the 

The  Ultimate  (or  extream  j  letters  of  this 
viovd  Efchineis  and-f.  if  conjoined  together,  fo  as 
that  the  letter  2;.  be  thereof  made  ,  and  then  the 
word  read  backward,  it  will  found  in  the  German 
tongue  the  fame  with  Zienefeh^  the  afl^s  of 

Tin ;  but  yet  let  not  any  one  perfwade  himfelf  that 
thofe  afhes  of  Tin  are  fuch  as  are  made  by  means 
of  the  (bare )  fire,  but  are  prepared  by  the  benefit 
of  the  fpirit  of  Nitre. 

Saturn  does  not  only  claim  (or  merit)  the  prai- 
fes  of  being  a  husbandman,  but  alfo  of  being  a 
good  fiflier,  and  hunter,  as  (among  other  writers) 
Bafd  Valentine  doth  egregioufly  fhew. 

When  ©,  J ,  ¥,  and  d'  purfue  (or  hunt)  the 
wild  beafts,  h  is  bound  to  carry  the  net :  AT  B.  the 
hunting  dogs  here  are  Salts,  the  hare  that  is  caught, 
is  much  like  the  colour  ofthe  hares  skin,  being  ftript 
of  the  fame,  he  will  yield  excellent  flefli,  which  the 
Princes  can  as  little  want  as  the  Subjefts  can.  See  the 
foregoing  Figure  ofthe  Hares  and  Hounds-,  with  a  Flam- 
ing  Hearty  and  the  word  VE  NV  S. 

Common  Vitriol,  but  that  efpecially  which  is 


found  in  thofe  places  where  Gold  is,  is  the  green  Sea 

containing  excellent  fifhes. 

Neither  was  Ifaac  Holland  an  excellent  maker  of 
Cheefe  only,  as  we  faid  but  now,  but  withal,  he  was 
a  fingular  filher  of  Pearls ;  for  with  the  net  of  h  (the 
night  being  clear)  we  may  catch  moft  excellent  Pearls, 
but  yet  ^is  a  very  hard  thing  to  take  them  out 
of  the  net,  nor  can  they  be  feparated  but  with  a  great 
deal  of  prudence  and  art,  from  the  threds  ofthe  nets, 
to  which  they  do  flick  fo  firmly . 

But  yet  this  feparation  is  beft  of  all  done  in  a  clear 
Light,  the  Sun  fhining  upon  the  Earth  with  his  beams, 
and  wholly  diffipating  the  Vapours,  leaft  it  fhould  be 
hindred  by  their  being  prefent.  For  the  parts  being 
expofed  to  the  Air  in  a  (perhaps  he  means  unfeafona- 
ble)  feafonable  weather  are  corrupted,  nor  does  any 
'  thing  remain  behind  but  the  fhells.  And  even  thelc 
fhells  do  in  their  infide  fhew  forth  fuch  diverfity  of 
delicate  colours,  as  that  the  moft  ingenious  Painter 
cannot  imitate  them  with  his  pencil,  and  fuch  they 
are  as  with  which  the  other  fliells  of  mother  of  Pearl 
or  the  commoner  fort  cannot  at  all  compare ;  Foi  in. 
one  place  they  reprefent  pure  0,  in  another  pure  ^ , 
in  another  they  are  of  a  Green  colour,  Sky  colour, 
Red,  Yellow,  and  varioudy  coloured,  fq  that  they 
much  exceed  in  beauty ,  the  Peacocks  Tail.  If  then 
the  fhells  are  fo  fair  as  that  we  cannot  fufficiently 
enough  admire  them ;  what  I  pray  will  the  beauty 
of  the  Pearls  themfelves  be  ?  Nor  let  any  one  put- 
fwade  himfelf  that  I  do  here  caft  Pearls  before 
fwine  by  too  much  divulging  fecrefies^  (no)  for 
there  are  yet  many  necelfary  things  hereto  requifite 
to  make  the  Pearls  come  in  fight  j  and  if  lo 
be  that  any  one  fhould  know  the  way  ofdexteroufly 
extrafting  them  out  of  the  net  it  felf ;  yet  the  fix- 
ing  of  them  doth  require  abundance  oflnbour^  itilly 
whereby  they  may  be  able  to  defend  their  fairnefs 
and  excellency,  againft  all  the  Elements ;  however, 
in  the  mean  time  the  lover  of  Chymiftry,  may  de¬ 
light  his  mind  with  thofe  fhells,  and  admire  at  the 
moft  admirable  variety  of  the  colours  in  them. 

Some  haply  there  will  be,that  when  they  have  taken 
the  faid  Pearl,  by  the  help  of  h  and  ^ ,  will  think  it  a 
moft  eafie  thing  to  feparate  it  from  the  net,  by  the 
benefit  of  deftillation  •,  but  let  thofe  good  men  know, 
that  this  is  a  thing  impoffible  to  be  done  ^  for  I  my 
felf  bellowed  abundance  of  labour  in  vain  on  this 
operation,  and  this  hath  to  my  knowledge  fo  hap¬ 
pened  to  others  too  •,  for  in  the  common  deftilla¬ 
tion,  that  Pearl  being  commixt  with  the  net,  even 
the  Mother  together  with  the  Daughter  do  jointly 
afeend  and  get  out ;  and  thus  to  do  is  not  at  all  a- 
greeable  or  helpful  for  the  great  work  •,  though 
neverthelefs  an  excellent  particular  Medicament  may 
thencefrom  be  made.  Concerning  whichj  I  have  fpo- 
ken  in  the  fecond  and  third  Part  of  my  Pharmacopma 
Spagyrica  ;  nor  may  we  expeft  (by  fuch  a  deftillation) 
the  thing  we  wifh  for.  But  if  fo  be  you  de  ire  to 
fee  the  Mother,  wrap  the  net  together  with  >^he  In¬ 
fant  in  pure  linen  ,  firft  mundifyed,  and  wafht  in 
the  fire  •,  or  put  them  in  a  glazed  Stove,  and  put 
fire  thereunder  by  degrees,  and  make  the 
Pearl  to  fweat  largely,  which  being  kept  apart,  yields 
a  fingular  Medicament,  for  to  quench  all  the  Inter 
ml  heat  of  the  Body,  and  always  to  cool  the 

^“The^p^ovmaaon  of  the  fweat  being  finijht,  break 
the  fweating  glafles,  and  look  for  your  ^rl,  and 
you  ftall  find  that  it  is  gone  out  of  the  (Itells,  by  the 

force  of  the  heat,  and  is  roafted  (as  it  were)  top 
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ther  with  the  Net,  and  cannot  poffibly  be  (as  yet) 
leeii  j  yet  neverthelefs  it  is  brought  to  a  farther  ma¬ 
turity,  and  doth  yield  fome  profit  in  an  efpecial  (or 
particular  )  way.  But  the  Sudatory  it  felf,  con¬ 
tracts  incomparable  Colours  from  the  fweat  of 
the  Pearl. 

Now  then,  live  contented  with  the  moft  beauti¬ 
ful  mother,  and  delight  thy  mind  by  barely  behold¬ 
ing  it,  until  it  fiiall  pleafe  God  to  give  unto  thee,  the 
infant  alfo.  When  it  was  my  hap  atfirft  to  behold 
that  beauteous  mother,  my  mind,  that  was  wearied 
with  the  long  labour  of  fearching  thereinto,  was  fo 
refrefhed,  that  1  can  fcarce  declare  it  with  words  ^  yea 
I  was  fo  delighted,  that  I  placed  that  deleCtable  mo¬ 
ther  in  fuch  a  place,  where  it  might  lie  always  o- 
pen  to  my  fight,  and  that  fo  long  till  file  fliewed 
me  her  infant  likewife,  which  Infant  verily  was  not 
unlike  to  Cit^d.  Do  you  alfo  feek,  and  you  will  find 
what  you  wilh  for :  Implore  God,  and  he  will  give  un¬ 
to  you  ;  Knock  at  his  doors,  and  they  will  be  open¬ 
ed  unto  thee,  if  fo  be  that  GOD  fliall  find  thee 
worthy  •,  for  he  bellows  his  Grace  and  Mercy  upon 
none,but  fuch  as  are  of  an  humble  and  thankful  mind. 
Take  for  an  example  of  this  fome  Tinder,  or  Touch- 
wood,  which  being  handled  with  dirty  fingers,  re- 
fufeth  to  take  fire,  though  it  be  never  fo  copioufly 
fmitten  out  of  the  Steel  with  the  Stone  (or  Flint.) 

All  things  depend  on  the  mercy  of  G  O  D,  nor 
can  we  effeCt  any  thing  by  our  labour.  Him  only 
fiiould  we  feek,  and  he  will  manifeft  himfelf  by  the 
works  of  nature,  even  as  the  nature  of  a  man  is  known 
by  Chiromancy,  and  Phyfiognomy. 

Two  contraries  do  always  produce  a  third  thing, 
and  are  the  caufe  of  every  generation,  and  change 
of  things  j  if  fire  be  added  to  fire,  there  arifeth  no 
new  thing  from  thence  ^  neither  if  you  put  water 
to  water  j  but  water  and  fire  being  conjoined,  there 
are  produced  new  Generations  ■,  for  the  fire  adts  up¬ 
on  the  water,  and  impregnates  it  according  to  the 
nature  and  properties  of  (both)  the  water  and  fire  ^ 
from  whence  there  proceed  things  pure  or  impure, 
according  to  the  purity  or  impurity  of  the  water 
and  fire. 

The  thing  for  operation)  it  felf,  muft  be  accu¬ 
rately  known  and  handled,  if  you  would  have  any 
good  to  redound  from  thence  unto  you.  The  Sun 
is  in  himfelf  always  good,  yet  doth  he  operate  as 
well  evil  as  good.  If  this  fame  Sun  bellows  his  Rays 
or  Beams  upon  the  Rain  as  it  falls  down,  the  Rain 
doth  thence  contrad  (or  get)  a  honeyifli  dew,  which 
falling  upon  the  blofldming  of  Trees,  makes  them  cor¬ 
rupt,  Now  we  cannot  rightly  impute  this  evil  to  the 
Sun  or  to  the  honey  it  felf  5  but  we  fee  that  it  proceed- 
eth  from  hence, ('^/^Obecaufe  that  honeyed  dew  is  not 
dnely  and  fpeeclily  enough  walht  away  with  the  rain, 
but  is  evaporated  by  the  heat  of  the  © ;  whence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  the  bloffoms  wither,  and  worms 
are  generated  in  them,  and  fo  the  whole  bloffom  is 
corrupted. 

We  will  fet  down  here  yet,  one  more  fimilitude 
for  the  fake  of  fuch  as  love  the  truth.  Put  cafe  thus 
then  •,  a  diligent  Gardiner  walks  abroad  in  his  Or¬ 
chard  for  his  recreation,  and  if  he  happens  to  find 
a  large,  great  and  curious  principal  Apple  lying  on 
the  ground,  he  prefently  takes  it  up,  and  does  not 
only  well  view  and  confider  of  it,  but  tails  it  too  •, 
which  if  he  finds  to  be  of  an  acceptable  favour,  he 
feeks  out  the  Tree  it  felf,  with  an  intention  to  pluck 
off  more  fuch  like  conditioned  Apples ;  having 
found  out  the  Tree,  he  much  fets  by  it,  or  efleems 


it,  becaufe  the  fruits  thereof  do  exceed  all  the  reft 
in  the  Orchard,  both  in  taft  and  fairnefs,  and  he 
takes  care  about  that  more  than  the  reft,  dungs  the 
roots  well,  prunes  oft'  the  withered  branches  with  a 
fharp  crooked  knife,  and  artificially,  cuts  offthofe 
that  are  unprofitable,  and  ufualiy  called  fuckers,  that 
draw  away  the  juice  from  the  fruit  -  bearing  boughs. 

Even  juft  after  this  manner  doth  a  diligent  Chy- 
mift  aft  •,  if  therefore,(as  he  walks  in  his  Laboratory,) 
fearching  out  the  fecrets  of  nature,  he  happens  up¬ 
on  a  Golden  Apple,  he  feeks  after  the  tree,  that  bears 
fuch  fruit,  and  having  found  it,  he  very  charily  keeps 
it,  and  minifters  unto  it  all  fuch  things  as  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  its  confervation,  that  fo  he  may  thence  re¬ 
ceive  more  fuch  like-conditioned  Apples ;  and  there¬ 
fore  gardiner  -  like  he  puts  dung  to  the  root,  that  is. 
Nitre;  he  prunes  off  the  dry  barren  wood,  and  al¬ 
fo  the  hurtful  fuperfluous  boughs,  that  is,  the  fuper- 
fluous  Sulphur,  with  a  fharp  red  hot  iron,  whereby 
that  fame  tree  may,  for  the  future,  yield  egregious 
or  feled  fruits,  without  any  impediment,  which 
thing  he  alfo  finds  to  come  to  pafs* 

N  B.  Paracelfus  doth  very  openly  fet  before 
us  this  labour  in  his  Coelum  Philofophorum^  in  the 
fixth  Rule  of  Mercury  ,  where  he  faith  ,  Sacri¬ 
fice  the  fat  Vervains  (or  fuperfluous  fuckers) ;  and 
yet,  thefe  words  of  his,  are  only  fuperficially  lookt 
on,  moft  people  not  underftanding  what  Paracelfus. 
means  by  thofe  words,  though  he  hath  clearly  .and 
perfpicuoufly  enough  figned  his  writings. 

It  is  a  neceflary  thing  here  for  the  Chymift 
to  know,  how  the  cafe  ftands,  as  concerning  the  me¬ 
talline  tree,  and  what  is  to  be  accompted  its  Root, 
Trunck,  Bloffoms,  and  Fruits ;  h  is  the  Root ;  ^ 
the  Trunck  or  Body,  V  the  Bark  about  the  Trunck ; 
5  the  nutritive  Juice  between  the  Bark  and  the 
Trunck^  5  the  green  Boughs  and  Leaves;  )  the 
pleafant  Flower,  or  Bloffom ;  and  ®  the  ripe  Ap¬ 
ple  containing  in  it  felf  the  feed  of  the  Tree. 

That  Apple  which  yet  flicks  on  the  tree,doth,when 
it  hath  arrived  to  its  full  maturity,  fall  down  up¬ 
on  the  earth,  of  its  own  accord,  if  it  be  not  gather¬ 
ed  by  the  Gardiner ;  and  then  afterwards  the  leaves 
themfelves,  when  the  weather  is  fomewhat  colder, 
fall  off,  which  do  as  it  were  bury  the  apple,  which 
lying  hidden  under  the  leaves,  is  confumed  by  rot- 
tennefs,  by  little  and  little;  but  the  feed  affuming 
to  it  felf  a  natural  humidity  from  the  putrefying 
tree  (or  fruit  rather)  inftead  of  nutriment,  begins 
to  take  root  in  the  fpring  time;  out  of  which  there 
grow  up,  in  procefs  of  time.  Apple-trees,  which 
are  to  be  in  their  fit  feafon  tranfplanted  :  this  tranf- 
planting  being  finifhed,  the  Gardiner  joins  to  fuch 
a  wild  tree,  generated  from  the  feed,  the  Scions  of 
fuch  fruit  as  he  has  a  mind  to,  and  that  by  either 
ingrafting,  or  inoculation.  And  fo  an  induftrious 
gardiner  may  get  from  the  fruit  of  one  tree,  an  in¬ 
numerable  company  of  great  trees,  and  thofe  of  fuch 
a  nature  and  kind,  and  grateful  a  favour  as  he  likes 
beft. 

Even  on  this  wife  doth  the  Chymift  do,  joining 
fruitful  Scions  to  wild  truncks  or  ftocks,  by  inoc- 
culation,  fo  that  he  never  wants  good  fruits. 

He  that  cannot  learn  ought  from  thefe  things,  I 
cannot  help  him  any  other  way,  for  I  do  not  fee 
how  I  can  fet  down  thofe  things  clearer  than  I  have 
done. 

But  for  the  undertaking  of  this  labour,  there  is 
required  an  Artift,  no  lefs  diligent  than  ingenious. 
And  of  how  much  the  better  quality  the  dung  is, 
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that  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  (by  how 
much)  the  knife  which  the  boughs  are  cut  off  with¬ 
al,  is  the  lharpcr  (that  fo  it  may  not  hurt  the  green 
(or  growing)  bark  of  the  tree,  and  fo  the  nutritive 
juice  flow  forth,  fo  much  the  better  are  the  fruits  ge¬ 
nerated.  As  it  is  eafie  for  a  wife  man  to  reap  hence 
fomc  things ;  fo  it’s  difficult  for  an  imprudent  man. 

I  doubt  not  but  that  there  will  be  fome,  that  be¬ 
ing  judicious  men,  will  know  that  there  is  an  op¬ 
portunity  given  them  by  my  writings,  publilhed  out 
of  a  fincere  mind,  of  making  farther  inquiry  after 
a  true  tranfmutation,  and  confequently  of  efteeming 
;  it,  more  than  we  find  to  be  ufually  done  (becaufe 
that  moll  things  are  oft-times  propoled  craftily  and 
i  cautioufly. 

1  But  that  fuch  a  noble  art  may  be  freed  from  a- 
I  ny  farther  contempt,  I  have  purpofed,  the  next  fol- 
;  lowing  Spring,  to  frame  a  convenient  laboratory,  and 
'  to  demonftrate  the  truth  thereof  to  my  friends-  And 
although  my  endeavours  fliall  be  to  prohibit  any  en- 
!  trance  by  any  means  to  the  faithlefs  brethren  of  Farn- 
1  nerus^  yet  notwithftanding,  I  know  I  cannot  fo  pre- 
j  vent  and  forefee,  but  that  one  or  other  may  adjoin 
I  himfelf  to  the  number  of  the  true  lovers  of  Chymi- 
I  Itry,  and  feigning  friendlhip,  lay  fnares  for  me. 

But  put  cafe  that  fuch  a  thing  fliould  not  happen, 
it  cannot  be  but  that  the  Arcana’s  will  be  divulged  j 
for  fuch  things  as  this  or  that  man  fees,  and  writes 
down,  may  reafona^ly  be  thought,  will  come  to  o- 
ther  mens  hands  after  they  are  dead ;  efpecially  if 
the  preparation  of  Salt-petre  be  afore  inllituted,nr  fet 
j  up  in  divers  places  •,  for  nothing  can  be  done  in  Alchi- 
I  my,  faith  Paracelfus  without  Nitre  i  Alchimy  is  found 
!  to  refide  in  Nitre  fay  I-  Salt-petre Ihewed  us  Alchi- 
i  my,  or,  Alchimy  was  found  out  by  Nitre. 

;  He  therefore  that  has  abundance  of  Salt-petre,  can 
i  perform  egregious  things  in  Alchimy.  Had  not  the 
I  ^.gy^tUns  been  polTelfors  of  great  plenty  of  Salt-pe- 
j  tre,  verily  they  v/ould  never  have  beenfo  skilful  in 
I  Alchimy  ^  nor  could  they  have  had  thofe  riches,  by 
I  which  they  were  able  to  avert  (or  decline)  the  yoke 
I  of  the  Roman  Monarchy. 

1  As  long  as  they  knew  the  ufe  of  Sulphur  (Salt- 
;  petre  I  believe  he  means)  they  enjoyed  Monarchy 
( without  fervitude  to  others)  (and  this  was  even  to 
I  the  time  of  Dioclefian  the  Emperour,  who  knowing 
I  their  power,  commanded  all  the  Books  they  ufed, 
to  be  burnt)  and  then  their  Monarchy  and  their  Art 
it  felf  perifhed  together. 

The  Poets  have  feigned  many  ftories  of  Jupiter's 
Golden  Ihower  ^  certainly  did  we  but  know  the  man¬ 
ner  of  duely  managing  Salt  -  petre  and  V  together, 
we  Ihould  be  likewife  able  to  produce  the  golden 
I  ihower. 

,  Jupiter^  when  ilirred  up  with  anger,  doth  with  his 
i  Thunder  and  Lightning,  ftrike  a  terrour  into  all  the 
;  Gods,  and  into  whatfoever  is  upon  the  Earth;  and 
I  yet  the  rain  that  falls  then,  at  fuch  a  time,  is  of  an 
excellent  Quality,  and  makes  the  Earth  more  fruit¬ 
ful  than  the  rain  that  commonly  falls  is  wont  to  do  ; 
becaufe  there  is  a  certain  tinging  and  penetrating 
fpirit  flicking  in  the  Thunder,  that  tingeth  the  air 
and  the  rainj  and  animates  it ;  if  therefore  we  can 
(by  the  virtue  of  Nitre,  and  this  fame  Vj  produce 
fuch  Thunders,  &  can  give  to  the  Thunder  fire  &  air, 
by  which  it  might  operate ;  verily  there  would  nothing 
hinder,  but  that  we  might  like )  make  a 

■  Golden  ihower  too.  The  purer  the  ¥  fhall  be,  and 
:  the  more  clear  the  Air,  fo  much  the  purer  will  the 
I  Rain  be,  and  the  Air  is  more  impregnated  and  fil¬ 


led  with  the  common  Vital  Spirit. 

He  now  that  knows  how  to  feparate  the  life  out 
of  the  water  and  air,  rightly  animated,  gets  a  true 
aumm  potabtle^  or  the  Soul  of  the  world  :  befides  this 
too,  there  offer  themfelves  apparently  fuch  things 
to  be  done,  as  are  able  to  exhibit  his  daily  food. 
And  thus  much  let  fuffice  for  this  time. 

He  verily  that  perceives  (or  underitands)  not 
thefe  things  fo  clearly  propofed,  furely  he  will  not, 
though  all  the  Gods  themfelves  ihould  relate  them, 
underitand^  ought  of  thofe  things  that  are  taught.  In 
the  mean  time,  1  hope  that  my  friends  will  fee  with 
their  Eyes,  and  feel  with  their  Hands,  the  molt  cer¬ 
tain  truth  of  thefe,  and  the  like  operations ,  and  cons 
fequently  of  my  writings,  in  a  laboratory,  which 
God  willing,  I  will  ina  Ihorttime  ereft,  and  will  then 
defend  me  againit  all  envious,  and  carping  men. 

This  one  thing  I  will  yet  add  over  and  above,  that 
the  ailrum  of  Gold  doth  tinge  his  own  proper  Mer¬ 
cury,  or  (the  2  )  of  the  firit  ens^  (therefore)  chiefeil 
of  all:  The  Ailrum  of  h  ftingeth)  D  ;  the  Allrum 
of¥,  common  2  ^  the  Ailrum  of  2  ^  for  thofe 
three  fuperiours  do  always  operate  upon  thefe  three 
inferiour  (Planets ; )  fo  that  they  are,  as  it  were,  up¬ 
per  men,  and  lower  women :  O  he  is  left  in  the 
midil,  which  whofoever  adds  unto  the  others  for  the 
compleating  of  the  operations,  will  perform  excel¬ 
lent  things. 

But  he  that  knows  how  to  make  that  Ailrum  of  ® 
corporeal  and  fixt,  he  may  tranilate  the  Ailrum  of 
©on  this  wife  prepared,  out  of  one  place  into  a- 
nother,  and  conferve  it  like  a  Vegetable  feed,  to 
be  implanted  into  all  the  Metals,  in  time  and  place 
convenient ;  which  bleifing,  we  rightly  attribute  to 
the  bleifed  great  GOD,  the  giver  of  every  good 
thing,  in  the  firil  place,  and  then  to  Salt-petre  as  be¬ 
ing  the  Northern  Monarch. 

It  now  remains,  that  we  briefly  iliew,  by  what 
means  that  Nitrous  water,  out  of  which  that  moil 
noble  Pearl,  ©  and  Gems  are  taken  with  the  Net, 
may  be  prepared  for  farther  ufes,  fo  that  fuch  a 
fiihing  may  need  but  very  fmall  coils,  and  may  ne- 
verthelefs  fbefides  the  daily  food  which  it  moil  plen¬ 
tifully  provides  us )  bellow  on  us  a  moll  excellent 
medicament. 

We  have  taught  in  the  foregoing  diredions,  how 
we  may  by  the  help  of  ^qua-fortis  or  Aqua-regia  moil 
eafily  extrad  both  the  fixt  and  volatile  0  and  >  out 
of  the  Metals,  flints,  Sand,  Clay,  and  fuch  fubjeds 
as  are  every  where  obvious,  and  precipitate,  coagu¬ 
late,  dry,  and  reduce  it  into  a  fixt  metallick  body. 

Now  in  doing  thefe  things,  part  of  the  feparato* 
ry  water  here  ufed,  is  as  yet  good  enough,  and  may 
be  kept  for  farther  ufes ;  but  part  thereof  (viz..) 
that  which  is  extraded  out  of  the  Metals  by  the 
help  of  common  water,  is^  by  reafon  of  the  mixing 
fweet  or  fair  water  therewith,  rendred  too  weak  for 
operating  withal,  and  therefore  muil  it  be  correded 
and  amended  by  fome  certain  fingular  way,  fo  as 
it  may  be  again  ufed  about  doing  the  fame  work. 

Were  it  not  for  coils  and  labours  we  might  fepa¬ 
rate  that  fair  water  from  the  Aqua-fortis  and  Aqua- 
regia.^  by  the  benefit  of  a  glafs  Cucurbite,  but  foraf 
much  as  there  is  given  us  a  more  cocipendious  way, 
we  will  make  choice  of  that. 

For  lie  that  intends  to  get  himfelf  riches  by  the 
benefit  of  this  feparatory  work  delivered  by  me,  or 
by  the  extradion  of  O  and  2),  will  need  a  great 
deal  of  Aqua- fonts  and  Aqua- Regia.,  for  what  profit  is 
it  if  you  would  e.xtrad  them  out  of  (but)  a  few  Metals 
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or  Minerals  ?  Seeing  that  fcarce  the  one  half  of  thofe 
ftrong  Waters  can  be  feparated  by  pouring  off  tioni 
thofe  fubjeels  upon  which  they  are  poured,  but  the 
chiefeftfor  biggell;)part  of  them  fticks  to  the  faid 
metalline  Matters,  and  contains  in  it  as  much  ©  and 
J'  7  as  that  which  we  have  abftracftcd  by  decanting  it, 
and  requifite  it  is  that  we  thence  abftrad  the  fame  by 
the  benefit  of  fair  Water  by  due  boilingifrom  whence 
it  comes  to  pafs  that  there  will  be  alfo  gathered  a 
great  deal  of  finfipid  or  ufelefsj  Water,  (over  and 
above-)  ^  . 

Thofe  that  are  poured  off,  and  nold  in 

them  ©  and  I ,  when  they  are  inixt  together,  the 
and  0  precipitates  to  tlie  bottom  of  theGlafs  like 
powder,  fo  that  there  remains  nothing  of  the  Metal 
in  either  water,  nor  is  that  water  arifing  from  the 
mixing  of  the  Aqua-fortis  wherein  the  I  was  diffolved, 
and  of  the  Aqua-re^ta  wherein  the  O  was  dilfolvcd  jat 
all  the  weaker,  but  it  retains  the  virtues  of  extracting 
®  but  not  of  1' ,  becaufe  that  the  Aqi^a^re^ia  being 
added  to  the  Aqua-fort  is  gonverts  it  all  of  it  into-^^y^^" 
rc^ia. 

This  precipitation  being  made,  and  the  dear  water 
feparated  from  the  precipitation  by  decanting  it,  you 
may  extract  that  acid  Water,  which  yet  adheres  to  the 
precipitate, 'with  fair  Water  ;  butfor  as  much  as  the 
virtues  thereof  are  thereby  much  weakned,  ’tis  better 
to  proceed  after  another  kind  of  way,  and  we  preferr 
this  wmy  fas  bell.) 

.  Take  the  Calxes  of  ©  and  5  as  they  lie  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Aqua-regia  (or  the  acid  mixt  Spirits)  and 
put  them  in  a  Linen  cloth  placed  in  a  Funnel  or  over  a 
Glafs  with  a  wide  mouth,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Aqna-.regta  will  {train  through  into  the  Glafs fet  there-- 
under  ;  when  no  more  water  drops  out,  which  we  find 
is  wont  to  be  within  half  an  hours  fpace,  tie  up  your 
cloth  with  a{trongthred,that  fo  nothing  of  the  calx 
therein  contained  may  get  out ;  put  it  under  fome 
weight  or  heavy  matter,that  fo  all  the  Aqua-regia  rnay 
be  fqueezed  out,  and  the  calx  only  may  remain  behind 
like  Curd  or  new  Cheefe. 

But  for  as  much  as  the  Calxes  of©  and  J  are  not 
edulcorated,  hence  it  comes  ta  pafs  that  the  Cheefe 
thence  prepared, after  the  manner  now  fpoken  of, is  as 
yet  corrofive,nor  is  it  eafily  dried.  Both  of  them  (® 
and  i  )  we  may  eafily  correCt,  if  we  only  admix  there¬ 
with  (as’tis  laid  in  a  difii)  a  fourth  part  of  fixt  Salt, 
for  by  the  virtue  thereof  even  the  corrofive  Spirits 
{ticking  as  yet  therein  are  mortified,  and  the  exficca- 
tion, cementation,  fixation, &  reduction  thereof  is  pro¬ 
moted.  The  Reduction  being  made  of  ©  and  >  which 
w'e  are  now  made  partakers  of,  that  goldenilh  filvery 
Malle  is  to  be  granulated,  and  to  be  dilTolved  in  new 
Aqua~f ortis precipitated  with  that  Aqua-regia 
by  the  help  of  which,  ©  hath  been  extracted  out  of  the 
Metals;  the  Cheefe  is  to  be  freed  from  the_  water  by 
fqueezing  it,  and  is  to  be  fprinkled  over  with  a  fixt 
Salt,  and  to  be  melted-  And  all  thefe  Operations  are 
to  be  fo  often  repeated  as  neceiTity  fhall  require,  and 
there  (hall  be  at  hand  any  Metal  whereout-of  Gold  may 
becxtraCled ;  and  fo  there  may  thence  arife  a  continual 
Labour,  which  is  beneficial,  becaufe  that  Aquafortis 
may  (when  the  Labour  or  Operation  is  finilbed)  be 
ufed  about  other  fuch  like  extractions,  and  that  which 
is  the  weaker  fort  may  be  prepared  into  Salt-petie  . 
out  of  which  may  he  made  anew,  cxcc\knt  Aquafortis 
by  the  addition  of  Vitriol  or  Copperas,  and  fo  deltil- 
ling  them.  The  Veilcls  wherein  the  precipitation  of 
Metals  is  performed,  yea  and  the  prelfes  too  by 
help  the  water  is  fqueezed  out  of  the  Cheefe,  mult  be 


framed  of  Rrong  Glafs  or  of  glancing  Earth  well  - 
glazed- 

But  for  as  much  asthe  Ve'lTels  of  Glafs  are  very 
fubjeCt  to  be  broken,  and  earthen  Veflels,  unlefs  they 
have  the  folidity  of  Glafs,  wafte  abundance  of  water, 
and  fo  moulder  away;  it  would  feem  more  convenient 
in  my  judgment  to  make  the  exprefllon  of  the  water  out 
of  the  Cheefe,  between  two  Plates  of  Silver,  for  the 
water  of  the  Cheefe  -doth  not  at  all  corrode  the  h  : 

Yea  and  if  the  Tunnels  requifite  to  this  work  were 
madeof  D, it  would  not  beamifs,  nor  would  there  be 
any  fear  of  their  breaking. 

NB.  The  ExtraClion  alfo  of  ©  Aqua- 

regia  may  likewife  be  put  into  a  Silver  Cucurbite, 
whereby  the  work  may  be  facilitated,  and  all  lofs  and 
damage  which  otherwife  may  be  iookt  for  (feared ) 
from  the  ufing  of  Glafiesjinay  be  prevented*  And  fup- 
pofe  a  Cucurbite,  a  Prefs  and  two  Tunnels  did  co(t  one 
hundred  imperials ;  yet  notwithftanding  the  certain¬ 
ty  and  celerity  of  the  Work  will  repay  thofe  coils  very 
eafily,  feeing  that  all  things  are  hereby  done  much 
fafer,and  much  more  fpeedily  :  Befides  too, there’s  no¬ 
thing  loft  but  the  price  of  the  falhioning  your  Veflels, 
for  the  Silver  is  always  of  the  fame  value,  and  may  a- 
gain  be  fold  at  your  pleafure-  But  he  that  wants  fuch 
like  Silver  Velfels  or  cannot  buy  them,  he  may  make  ) 
ufe  of  Glafs  onesfo  long  till  he  can  get  Silver  ones ; 
but  it  is  neceflary  that  the  Silver  of  which  thefe  Vefs 
fels  are  made  be  very  pure,  and  bave^o  Copper  in  it  ^  . 

leaft  ibz  Aqua-.regia  zyiXxzOi  the  Copper  thereout- ofj 
and  fo  the  Velfels  (efpecially  the  Cucurbites)  do  in 
procefs  of  time  get  an  undue  foftnefs. 

The  manner  of  extrading  Metals  by  the  help  of 
this  Cheefe=water,  is  already  difclofed  in  the  fore¬ 
going  ( writings)  •,  however  this  I  am  conftrained  to 
advife  here,  that  it  is  much  more  expedient,  to  ufe 
prefently  at  the  beginning  for  the  extradion  of  0,  re- 
dified  Spirit  of  Salt  actuated  with  Aqua-fortis^  than 
Aqua-regia^  becaufe  that  by  thus  doing  there  will  b^ 
more  plenty  of  0  gotten  in  the  redudion  than  when 
the  operation  is  accompliflit  by  Aqua-regia.  It  would 
be  too  long  to  reckon  up  the  caufe  of  this  thing  in  this 
place  r  ’tis  fufficient  that  I  have  fliown  which  is  good, 
which  ill.  Nay  more.  Spirit  of  Salt  is  cheaper  than 
Aqua-regia,  if  prepared  according  to  my  defeription : 
Nor  is  there  any  reafon  to  give  credit  to  that  flander- 
ous  fellow,  F armer  us  if  fuch  a  Spirit  made  by  Vitri¬ 

ol,  according  to  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  firft 
part  of  the  Philofophical  Furnaces,  were  not  of  any  , 
ufe,  or  at  leaft^wife  could  not  be  prepared  in  great 
quantity  by  the  aforefaid  way  :  For  when  all  circum-  - 
ftances  fall  not  out  as  is  wiflit,  the  blame  is  not  to  be 
imputed  to  my  defeription,  but  to  the  ignorance  and 

unaptnefsofthe  Chymifthimfelf. 

If  now  thofe  good  men  cannot  accomplifh-fuch  ope¬ 
rations  which  are  word  for  word  faithfully  deferibed 
unto  them;  how  would  they  be  able  then  to  arrive 
by  fpecnlations  and  various  trials  to  the  knowledge  of 
any  thing,  as  I  my  felf  have  done  ?  I  do  therefore  at- 
teft  here  too,  that  we  are  able  moft  eafily  to  prepare 
not  barely  lo  or  20,  but  even  30, 40,  50  pounds  and 
more  every  day  with  one  only  Furnace. 

Nay  more, if  men  did  moreaccurately  ruminatenpon 
this  bufinefs,  they  would  find,  that  out  of  one  pound  of 
Salt  may  be  made  in  a  Glafs  cucurbite  in  fand,  one 
pound  of  the  belt,  moft  grateful  Spirit  of  Salt  needing 
nore^^;ification,  and  that  in  one  hours  fpace:  And  by 
the  benefit  of  a  Furnace  fcarce  a  fpan  wide,  and  with  a 
very  few  Char-coal,  fcarce  exceeding  three  pound 
wei'^ht.  Verily  if  there  beany  artificial  deftillation 
°  this 
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this  is  it :  And  now  let  the  Find-faults  look  about  them 

and  fee  if  they  can  underftandthefe  things  we  have  fpo- 

ken-  we  can  at  all  limes  demonftrate  the  truth  hereof. 

Ic  is  altogether  inconvenient  to  Ihew  fuch  an  artificial 
deftillation  unto  fwinifh  Men,  it  is  only  due  to  the  Lovers 
of  the  truth,  ofiwhich  fort  there  are  to  be  found  but  a 

very  few  in  this  prefer^  age,  no.-,. 

And  that  this  is  true,  that  a  molt  grateful  Spirit 
ofSalt  may  molt  eafily  be  prepared  in  vaft  quantity,  doth 
even  hencefrom  molt  evidently  appear,  in  that  there  are 
fome  in  thefe  places  who  having  followed  my  informa¬ 
tion,  do,  becaufe  of  their  making  it  in  great  plenty  and 
without  any  great  L*abour,  ftlfia  pound  thereof  for  an  im¬ 
perial-  For  my  own  particular  affairs  do  not  permit  me 
to  take  on  me  that  Labour,  yet  notwithftanding,  I  have 
bellowed  the  artifice  on  fuch  Men  as  now  know  it  as  well 
as  I  my  felf  do,  and  who  likewife  do  make  that  Spirit  in 
fuch  quantity  as  may  fupply  all  But  fqrafmuch 

as  I  did  not  heretofore  find  out  fo  far,  as  toieS'  ft  yxcel 
jlcjua'Tepia  in  the  extrai.T;ion  of  Gold  out  of  fuch  Stones, 
Sand,  and  Clay  as  contain  Gold  in  them,  and  which  are 
every  where  obvious»  I  could  not  omit  the  commend 
ing  of  it  in  this  place,  moft  highly  unto  all  Men  •,  for 
that  Spirit  hath  an  efpecial  delight  in  ©,  not  only  in  that 
which  is  fixt,but  alfo  with  that  which  is  volatile,  where¬ 
by  it  extrads  it  and  renders  it  fixt.  There  are  fome 
Minerals,  Stones,  Sand,  Earths,  which  have  in  th^em  a- 
bundance  of  volatile  Gold,  which  is  not  in  the  leaft  dura¬ 
ble  (or  fixt,;  but  is  carried  up  (or  forced  away)  m  the 
form  of  a  vapour  and  vanifheth  into  the  air,  aim  fo  con- 
fequently  not  at  all  to  be  accounted  for  true  ©,  feeing 
it  cannot  brook  the  force  of  the  melting  Fire-  B^des 
this,  there  do  oft-times  occur  moft  precious  Treafur^ 
of  no  profit  to  any  man,  which  may  be  brought  to  moft 
eminent  ufes  (or  benefit)  by  the  Extradion,  Precipitati¬ 
on,  Cheefe-making,  and  Liquefadion  delivered  by  me. 
for  fuch  Metals  as  the  Spirit  of  Salt  do  not  tie  and  make 
fixt  in  the  extradions,  D  or  h  makes  them  fuch,  with 
which  we  have  taken  or  fifht  the  Sol  out  of  the  A<jiia^regia 
or  Spirit  of  Salt  j  to  the  obtaining  of  which  this  is  alfo  of 
much  conducement.  If  the  Cheefe  now  made  be  altoge¬ 
ther  fixt  by  the  help  of  an  artificial  Cement,  and  the  gra- 
datory  fluxing  matter  be  efpecially  reduced  in  fuch  a  Vef- 
iel,out  of  which  not  fb  much  as  the  leaft  volatile  part  can 
evaporate :  by  which  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  not  only  the 
volatile  Gold  you  have  caught  is  made  fixt,  but  even  a 
part  of  the  net  of  J  or  h  is  by  graduation  made  aure- 
ous  I  For  every  volatile  Gold  doth  exercife  its  operati¬ 
ons  in  the  Fire  upon  other  Metals,  and  makes  them  au¬ 
reolis, fo  that  the  Sol  arifeth  thence  to  be  of  a  greater 
quantity,  than  that  was  which  by  the  help  of  the  filve- 
ry  or  leaden  Dart  was  taken  out  of  the  extrad.  Heed 
thefe  things  and  proceed  on  in  a  legitimate  courfe,  and 
you  [ball  find  fuch  things  as  you  cannot  as  yet  conceive  of. 
The  Fifhing  is  clearly  enough  deferibed  in  this  place, and 
foisthe  Cementation  andRedudion  of  the  Cheefe  clear¬ 
ly  propofed,  and  may  may  be  moft  eafily  perfeded. 

But  God  (if  thou  becomeft  acceptable  unto  him)  can 
yet  Ihew  unto  thee  a  much  more  compendious  way  of  per- 
feding  this  work  with  lefs  labour,  and  of  obtaining  great- 
•  er  things.  » 

Be  content  for  this  time  with  what  hath  been  at  pre- 
Icnt  taught,  give  God  the  thanks  and  forget  not  the  Poor, 
and  He  will  then  (hew  unto  thee  more  and  piore  compen; 
dious  ways,  of  cheerfully  managing  the  vvdrk'  (here)  de- 
’  feribed,  to  his  Honour,  and  the  Comfort  of  the  Poor, 
and  without  any  wronging  thine  own  Confcience,  or 
hurting  of  thy  Neighbour. 

You  need  not  be  much  follicitous  about  fuch  kind  of 
Earths,  Stones  or  Sand,  from  which  you  may  extrad  the 
Gold,  for  every  land  is  every  where  ftored  with  fuch, 
nor  need  wefpend  much  time  in  fearching  after  them. 
Likewife  it  will  be  a  moft  eafie  thing  for  thee  by  my 


writings  to  make  Salt-petre,  of  Sa]t:peti-e  to  make  Aqua¬ 
fortis  and  Aqua-regia  :  One  bare  pound  Aqua- for  its 
may  be  fufficient  for  thee  to  begin  the  operation  withal, 
for  there  is  not  much  of  ic  loft  in  the  work  it  felf-,  and 
what  of  it  is  wafted  may  eafily  be  repaired  by  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  common  Salt:  And  as  for  the  extrading  both 
the  fixt  and  volatile  Gold  and  Lma  out  of  the  Earth, 
and  of  perfeding  it,  thou  haft  no  reafon  to  hope  of  find¬ 
ing  a  more  compendious  way  than  that  is  which  1  have 
here  exhibited  unto  thee. 

You  may  leave  fuch  Metals  for  Ores)  as  have  in 
them  plenty  of  Sol  and  Lu?7a^  unto  others  *,  and  take  only 
the  fcoria  as ’twere,  and  thencefrom  extrad  your  part, 
and  none  will  forbid  you  that.  But  it  fo,  bethou  canft 
be  but  a  partaker  of  an  aureous  Earth  ( or  Ore)  then  will 
all  things  fadge  the  better. 

NB.  The  ®  and  2)  that  is  in  the  Extradions  may  be 
precipitated  by  the  help  of  5,  but  much  more  charg- 
ably  and  more  difficultly  than  by  >  or  E,  becaufe  the  ^ 
ufed  in  this  operation  cannot  be  ufed  a  fecond  time- 

NB.  The  ©and  )  may  be  alfo  extraded  from  the 
water  without  precipitation  by  abftrading  the  Aqua- 
regia  from  the  ©  and  the  Aqua-fortis  from  the  )  :  but 
belides  this  kind  of  proceeding  being  full  of  Labour,  we 
ffiould  receive  but  little  fixt  Metal,  and  fcarce  the  one  half 
of  what  is  gotten  by  the  aforementioned  way;  For  the  1> 
and  ©  do  retain  with  them  fome  part  of  the  Aqua-fortis 
and  Aqua-regiay  and  thereby  become  fliarp  or  four  which 
is  a  thing  contrary  (or  an  Enemy)  to  all  Fluxes, and  which 
alfo  does  not  only  caufe  an  evaporation  of  fuch  V olatile 
Gold  and  Silver  as  is  therein,  (but  withal  fome  part  of 
that  which  is  fixt  too,)  in  the  melting-  But  now  in  this 
Fiffiing  trade  that  I  have  deferibed,  being  caught  it  is 
either  edulcorated,  or  the  corrofive  power  is  extinguiflic 
by  the  addition  of  a  fixt  Salt ;  fo  that  hereby  the  "S  or 
E  holds  with  it  felf  as  well  the  volatile,  as  fixt  Gold 

and  ^  ’  .  .  , 

NB-  He  that  (hall  inftitute  this  operation  aright,  will 
find  that  the  volatile  Gold  will  (in  the  fecret  RedufJ^on) 
yet  farther  tranfmute  part  of  the  3)  and  E  ®  by 
Graduation,  and  fo  will  reap  a  double  (portion  of)  © 
for  which  God  is  deferved  to  be  thanked-  _ 

I  have  herein  been  more  prolix  than  I  intended,  which 
I  entreat  others  to  accept  in  good  part;  It  could  hard¬ 
ly  be  that  the  things  I  have  delivered,  could  be  couched 
in  fewer  words.  Wile  Men  indeed  need  not  many  words^ 
but  where  are  fuch  ?  Better  is  it  therefore  to  fet  down 
things  at  large- 


AToiP  it  follows  that  we  f^ew  hy  what  means  we  may  have 
benefit  out  of  the  edulcor atory  Water^  and  not  be  forc¬ 
ed  to  throw  it  away. 

WE  have  taught  in  the  precedent  difeourfe,  how 
thofe  waters  which  ©  is  extradied  and  precip^a- 
ted  with,  may  be  ufed  for  a  farther  extradion  of  ©: 
For  when  the  Aqua-fortis  in  which  2)  or  "E  is  diffiolved 
is  mixt  with  the  Aqua-regia,  wherein  ©  is  dilTolved,  there 
arilhth  not  any  mutation  or  changing,  but  that  or  E. 
only  which  was  in  the fettles  to  the  bottom, 
fo  that  this  water  wherein  fuch  a  precipitation  is  made, 
may  afterwards  ferve  inftead  of  Aqua-regta,  ana  lo  con- 
fequently  with  it  may  ©  be  extraded  out  of  the  Metals, 
But  feeing  that  the  precipitated  2)  or  ?  mull  be  ex¬ 
cellently  well  edulcorated  by  often  pourinp  on  o  wa  er, 
afore  it  be  dried,  hence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  there 
thered  a  vaft  deal  of  fuch  eflulcoratory  Waters.  Nov  • 
that  even  this  may  not  be  thrown  away  as  ufelels,  an 
that  nothing  may  be  loft  in  fo  nobie  a  work,  I  hav^  lere*. 

'  determined  briefly  to  declare,  by  what  means  we  may 
likewife  catch  fome  benefit  even  out  of  that  loa.  ^ 

To  do  this,  ’tis  necelTary  that  the  ufelefs  water  be  fe- 
narated  from  the  Aquaferns  now  fuch  a  reparation  can^ 
^  Bbbbb  KO, 
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not  be  efFcdcd  in  nietalJick  Vellcis  becaufe  ot  the  llvarp- 
r.els.of  the  Aqtui-.fonis  •,  lealt  in  length  of  time  they  Ihouid 
f)e  diilolvcd  :  But  to  perform  the  fame  in  Veil'els  ofGiais 
would  take  up  much  time  and  fire  ;  there  is  therefore  of 
iieccfiiry  another  way  here  required  to  perform  the  fame ; 
and  a  better  than  this,  which  l  will  here  deliver,  I  think, 
can  hardly  be  contrived.  Make  you  therefore  an  Arch 
of  Lime,  Afliesiand  Hoi  fe-dung,  according  ito  the  afore 
preferibed  manner,  where  we  treated  of  making  Salt  pe- 
rre  (about  the  beginning  of  the  book)  d«y  icby  putting 
fire  thereunder,  &c.  The  Arch  being  dryed.  pour  on, 
by  little  and  little,  fo  much  edulcorating  water,  as  the 
Arch  is  capable  of  attrading,  and  until  you  fliall  find  it 
to  be  made  thoroughly  rnoilt’3  the  Arch  being  on  this  wife 
moiilned,  dry  it  again  :  and  being  dryed  moiften  it  again 
as  afore,  and  fo  repeat  this  work  of  moilfning  and  dry¬ 
ing  fo  long  till  the  Arch  will  receive  into  it  felf  no  more 
water.  Tin's  done,  there  remains  no  more,  but  to  do 
thus,  viz,,  L;t  the  fnid  Arch  be  broken  to  pieces,  and  be 
ground  with  a  Mill  into  fine  powder  ;  upon  the  powder 
let  be  thrown  fair  water,  and  fo  let  there  be  made  a  Lixi¬ 
vium,  out  of  vvfhich  by  due  boiling  may  be  made  moll  ex¬ 
cellent  and  delicate  Saltpetre. 

But  here  mud  be  very  good  heed  taken,  that  you  ufe 
about  the  building  of  the  Arch,  Wood-Aihes,  and  Lime 
made  of  Stone  (or  Chalk) ;  whereby  the  fharpnefs  of  the 
edu'eoratory  water  may  beextinguiiht  (or  mortified)  by 
the  fixt  Salt  inherent  in  the  afires  and  lime,  and  the  cor- 
rofivicy  be  taken  away,  and  mod  excellent  Nitre  may  a- 
rife  thencefrom^  for  if  Aquu-f ortis  be  permixt  with  the 
fixt  Salt  of  w’ood- allies,  both  of  them  iofe  their  Nature, 
and  Nitre  is  made  thereof. 

But  that  the  operation  may  more  luckily  fucceed,  and 
wemay  be  the  more  certain  of  the  event,  it  will  be  the 
bed  way,  to  put  in,  by  little  and  little,  fome  Lee  of  wood- 
alhcs  fird  of  all,  (afore  the  edulcorating  water  be  thrown 
upon  the  Arch)  and  this  putting  on,  to  be  fo  long  conti¬ 
nued  till  all  ebullition  and  noife  ceafe,  whereby  all  the 
fiiarpnefs  of  that  water  may  be  tuken  away  j  this  done, 
that  water  is  to  be  poured  upon  the  Arch,  and  you  are 
to  proceed  on  according  to  the  afore^preferibed  method  j 
and  fo  fliall  you  have  e.xcellent  Salt-petre,  whether  your 
Arch  be  made  of  Lime  and  Allies,  Or  of  Mud  and  Alhes. 

N  B.  If  this  taking  awaV  of  the  fharpnefs  of  the  edulco- 
ratory  water  by  the  benefit  of  a  wood-alhes  Lee,  be  not 
finillicd,  and  done  before  it  be  poured  upon  the  Arch,  it 
is  clearly  requifite  that  it  be  done  in  the  Arch  it  felf,  by 
the  good  nefs  of  the  Lime  and  the  faid  alhes,  by  which  that 
fiiarpnefs  may  be  extinguifiied- 

It  is,  I  confefs,  all  a  cafe  whither  that  fiiarpnefs  be  ex- 
linguilht  with  a  Lixivium  afore  ;  or  elfe  be  done  in  the 
Arch  it  felf.  Yet  neverthelefs,  feeing  that  Operation  is 
thefafer  which  hath  aforegoing  taking  away  of  the  diarp= 
nefs  afore  it  be  poured  on  the  Furnace,  therefore  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  fo  to  inftitute  it ;  fpccially, feeing  it  then  matters  not 
at  all  any  thing,  what  condition  the  matter  is  of  which 
the  Arch  is  made  with  ;  becaufe  then  fuch  a  water  needs 
no  mm'e  but  an  unfolding  (or  evaporation)  and  coagu¬ 
lation,  and  this  may  as  well  be  done  by  the  help  of  an 
Arch  made  of  mud,  as  by  one  made  of  Lime :  Otherwife 
if  tlic  fiiarpnefs  of  the  edulcoratory  water  be  not  taken 
away  by  the  Lixivium^  an  Arch  made  of  mud  is  of  no  ufe, 
for  by  this  means  you  would  not  get  any  Salt-petre  at  all, 
but  rather  all  the  water  would  be  confumed  by  evapora¬ 
tion,  which  need  not  be  at  all  feared,  if  we  ufe  an  Arch 
made  of  Lime  and  Afnes,  feeing  that  that  water  is  by 
this  means  mortifyed. 

And  fo,  by  this  means,  that  edulcoratory  water  may 
be  moll:  commodioully  prepared  for  farther  iifes,  and  the 
Salt-petre  which  is  extracted  thence,  is  exceeding  good 
to  make  Aqua- fort  is  with  ;  and  we  may  gather  as  much 
in  quantity  thereof  as  the  extraction  of  5  and  O  out 
of  the  Metals,  Stones,  Clay,  and  Minerals  requires. 


NB.  If  any  one  be  deiirous  of  more  excellent  bene-- 
fits,  let  .him  difl'olve,  in  that  edulcoratory  water,  (Bb)^ 
or  (d^nd  in  the  Lixivium  ( let  him  difiolve)  (Dil  then 
mix  both  Solutions:  When  the  fermentation  is  ovet',  he 
will  have  double  the  quantity  of  Nitre,  than  what  he 
would  otherwife  have  trom  the  bare  mixtion  of  the  con¬ 
traries  together,  and  pouring  ^hem  on  the  Arch  ^  the 
reafon  of  which  thing  is  this ;  becaufe  (£^  is  nothing 
elfe  inwardly  but  Nitre,  but  it  cannot  come  forth  to 
light  before  the  body  be  broken,  and  till  that  fait  which 
Kicks  (or  lies  hid)  within,  be  wholly  freed  (of  its  bonds) 
whereby  it  may  be  together  with  th^orrolivc 

Spirit 

The  like  is  to  be  unaerftood  of  (T^bec'^fe  evem 
that  alfo  is  broken  (as  I  may  fay  )  to  pieces  by  the  Lee 
of  the  wood-alhes,  and  fo  the  Salt  that  lies  hid  within, 
and  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  Nitre,  Ihews  it  felf  to  fight, 
and-pa&th  with  t^  other  Salt  of  the  Lixivium  into  Ni- 

Certainly  this  labour,  viz.-  the  mortification  of  the 
edulcorating  water  by  a  Lee  of  wood-alhes,  and  the  con¬ 
centration  of  Nitre,  upon  the  Arches  made  of  lime  or 
mud,  is  an  egregious  invention ',  nor  do  I  think  that  this 
bulinefs  can  be  better  managed  any  kind  of  way,  than  by 
what  hath  been  here  fliewn,  efpecially  if  the  Species,  here 
notified,  be  alfo  thereto  adhibited  (or  made  ufe  of)  (1 
know  not  I  fay,  any  way)  by  which  greater  plenty  of  Ni¬ 
tre  may  be  gathered  3  for  the  coagulation  cannot  be  done 
in  a  Copper  or  Iron  pan,  becaufe  not  only  the  Pan  would 
be  corroded  and  wafted,  but  the  Nitre  would  be  rendred 
impure.  But  if  now  the  operation  be  inftituted  aright,  we 
ftiall  get  more  Niter  than  indeed  is  requifite  for  the 
extradting  0  and  >  out  of  the  Metals  ^  fo  that  we  may  get 
us  O  and  D  withot  any  cofts :  which  invention  verily  is  a 
moft  noble  one  even  in  all  parts  of  the  World,  and  a  molt 
high  gift  of  God :  for  which,  we  have  good  reafon  a- 
bove  all  things  to  render  Him  deferved  thanks,  and  next 
Him,  to  thofe  who  open  fuch  a  Noble  and  Unheard-of  In¬ 
vention,  and  which  is  fo  profitable  to  all  Men. 

But  this  Invention  will  be  efpecially  profitable  in  thofe 
places  of  the  World,  where  Aqtia-fortis  ismuch  ufed,and 
is  prefently  after  the  firft  ufing  thereof,  thrown  away  as 
unprofitable,  ask  ufually  happens  in  the  Mint  hoofes, 
where  a  bundance  of  >  and  O  is  feparated  in  great  quan¬ 
tity,  and  confequently  abundance  of  Aqua- fortis  con  fam¬ 
ed,  fo  that  by  the  benefit  of  this  invention  of  mine,  wc 
might  get  much  every  year  but  moft  of  all  in  thofe  pla» 
ces  where  are  found  fuch  Stones  and  Sand  which  are  en¬ 
dued  with  Gold,  but  yet  will  not  yield  any  by  the  help 
of  the  ufual  melting- 

Belides  too,  this  invention  is  exceedfng  profitable  for 
fuch  kind  of  Metals  of  ©  and  2> ,  that  have  not  as  yet  got¬ 
ten  their  due  ripenefs  or  fixity,  and  fo  fly  away  in  the 
melting,  and  yield  either  none  at  all,  or  at  beft  but  very 
little  of  Gold.  For  the  common  melting  fire  forceth  away 
the  Volatile  Gold,  and  J  that  relides  in  the  Metals  (or 
Ores)  which  is  not  at  all  fo  here,  for  all  (of  it)  is  made 
fixt  by  the  Aqua- fort  is,  and  preferved. 

I  do  believe  that  there  is  not  a  place  to  be  found,where 
fuch  kind  of  Stones,  Sand,  or  Clay  may  not  be  gathered, 
as  hold  in  them  Gold  and  either  fixt  or#Vo]atile,  and 
which  may  be  extrafted  thencefrom  molt  eafily,  and 
with  exceeding  profit  according  to  the  way  aforefpo- 
ken  of. 

Blit,  for  as  much  as  there  are  many,  who  pretend  that 
fuch  like  Stones,  Sand,  Clay,  and  Minerals  as  have  Gold 
in  them,  are  no  where  to  be  found,  and  that  confequent¬ 
ly  this  invention  of  mine  is  altogether  in  vain :  To 
fuch  as  rhefe  I  thus  apply,  viz.  That  fuch  like  Subjefts 
arc  therefore  unknown,  becaufe  few  there  are  that  feek 
after  them,  or  are  willing  to  experience  ought,  butre- 
mainconrented  wdth  fuch  things  only  as  the  Ancients  have 
taught,  and  perfwaded  themfeives  iliac  ©  and  .> .cannot 
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be  feparated  out  of  the  Metals,  but  only  by  the  force  of 
fire,  where  as  notwithftanding  the  operation  may  be  far 
eafilier,  and  more  profitably  inftituted,  according  to  the 
method  by  me  prefer ibed,  but  efpecially  in  thofe  Metals 
(or  Ores J  of  ®  and  > ,  which  either  require  too  much 
expence  for  their  melting,  or  are  as  yet  unripe  and  vo¬ 
latile,  and  fo  fly  away  in  the  melting  •,  for  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  O  and  >  may  be  extracted  with  a  little  quantity 
of  Jqm-fortis ;  yea  the  extradion  being  duly  made,  and 
to  the  belt  profit,  there  may  be  thereof  made  Salt-petre  \ 
fo  that  fuch  an  extradion  of  0  and  >  requires  but  very 
little  cods.  ■ 

’•If  any  one  defires  an  eafier  way  of  extrading  O  let 
him  ufe  Spirit  of  Salt  prepared  after  the  manner  by  me 
delivered,  which  faid  Spirit  he  may  fortify  by  adding  a 
fourth  part  of  Salt-petre,  which  very  fame  (when  the 
Extradion  is  finifht)  may  be  reduced  into  Salt-petre,  like 
as  we  have  faid  of  Aqua-fortis  that  hath  been  already 
ufed. 

NB.  An  eafier  operation  yet  then  all ^^efe,  i|tlvs 
which  may  be  performed  the  dry  way.| 
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Take  the  Metal,  Stones,  or  Mineral,  reduce  them 
into  powder,mix  them  with  the  Salt  (G)f  and  make  them 
with  clay  into  Balls  about  the  bignefs  of  a  little  Head. 
Make  thefe  balls  red  hot,  and  by  this  means  the  Salt 
will  dillblve  the  Sol  in  the  Fire,  and  attrad  it  out  of 
the  Metals.  This  done,  grind  the  Balls  or  Pellets,  and 
extrad  thencefrom  in  a  large  Pot  or  VelTel  a  Lixivium 
with  boiling  hot  water,  for  the  Salt  which  hath  attra- 
-  ded  the  0  in  the  Cementation,  mixeth  it  felf  with  the 
Water:  Out  of  this  Salt-water  mayefl:  thou  afterwards 
catch  the  0  by  the  help  of  a  folution  of  l? ,  added  for  the 
precipitation ;  now  out  of  the  Salt  it  felf  mayed  thou 
make  excellent  Salt-petre-  So  that  you  may  moll  eafily 
extrad  out  of  the  Earth  both  fixt  and  volatile  ®  and  > 
withoutany  melting  it.  Nay  not  only  >  and  0  but  even 
Copper  too,  whether  we  proceed  the  dry  way  or  the 
moift  way  :  For  we  may  extrad  good  Sol  out  of  the 
fcoria  of  Sol  and  Lma  and  P" which  are  caft  away, 
yea  and  out  of  Mars  it  felf  too,  and  by  the  afbre-fliown 
way. 

NB.  The  reafon  is  this,  becaufe  the  Iron  being  purged 
in  a  ftrongFireis  heapt  up  as  it  were  into  goldenifh 
Scoria  which  but  few  know  of,  and  will  believe,  though 
it  be  molt  true-  For  when  a  Metal  is  fo  burnt  with  fuch 
a  vehement  Fire  as  to  refemble  glafly  Scoria,  it  hath 
gotten  to  it  felf  a  more  noble  nature,  and  thenceforth 
is  able  to  exhibit  or  yield  good  Sol :  Yea  though  they 
be  the  Scoria  of  2  lor  ,  which  thing  that  excellent 
Metallurgifi  Jfaac  Hollandiis  did  alfo  know,  when 
he  faid,  If  any  one  makes  5 , 5  or  into  Clafs,  and  redft- 
ceth  it^  it  will  not  be  2  ,  or  ,  bm  O  ;  And  if  any  one 
flail  turn  0  into  Glafs^  and  then  rednee  it.  it  will  not  be  0, 
but  Tinbiure. 

Nor  was  this  knack  unknown  to  Brace  fens,  who  taught 
the  making  of  the  Philofophers  done  out  of  the  fcoria  of 
Iron,  but  he  is  laught  at,  by  another  Philofopher,  though 
undefervedly.  Though  I  do  not  know  the  wayofex- 
trading  the  Tindureout  of  Iron,  yet  this  I  know;  that 
there  have  been  many  who  have  extraded  good  Sol  by 
Aqua-regia  out  of  the  very  green  Scoria  of  Iron,  when 
notwithftanding,  the  d  ft  felf  out  of  which  the  Scoria 
came  was  deftitute  of  Gold  •,  the  caufe  whereof  we  Ihowed 
but  now- 

Now  if  they  had  but  known  my  invention  of  moft 
eafie  preparing  a  convenient  Menftruum  for  the  extrad¬ 
ing  of  the  Tindure,  and  then  the  manner  of  afterwards 
feparating  the -So/  again,  without  lofing  the  Water,  cer¬ 
tainly  they  would  have  b?enable  to  perfed  that  Extra¬ 
dion  with  a  great  deal  of  benefit,  whereas  (not  having 
thisj  they  only  beheld  the  poflibility  of  the  thing  without 
profit. 

^  For  if  this  Labour  be  inflituted  according  to  my  inven¬ 
tion  afore  written,  we  may  extrad  the  ^ which  com¬ 


monly  is  in  the  poorer  Minerals)  out  of  them,  and  that 
with  much  profit  and  in  great  quantity,  and  the  extradi¬ 
on  being  made,  (  whether  it  be  done  the  moift  way  or  the 
dry)  we  may  by  the  benefit  of  the  folution  of  D  or  h ,  get 
out  the  0  thence  whileft  it  is  yet  mixt  with  the  water,  yea 
and  afterwards  by  the  benefit  of  the  Copper  it  felf. 
He  now  that  well  underftands  the  reafon  of  this  Fifhing 
and  redudion  needs  not  to  fearch  after  the  Metals  (or 
Ores)  of  Sol  Luna^  for  whatfoever  Metals  (or  Ores) 
of  contain  but  even  a  very  little  portion  of  them, 
Will  be  able  to  furnilh  a  man  with  necefiaries  fufficiently 
enough. 

But  that  the  Reader  may  not  think  that  thefe  fayings 
or  mine,  viz,,  that  there  are  fubjeds  to  be  in  all  places 
found  that  are  endued  with  Gold,  are  fidions,  and  are  not 
founded  upon  any  experiments,  (for  I  doubt  not  but  that 
abundance  will  not  only  account  thefe  fayings  for  falfi- 
ties,  but  deride  them  too)  I  thought  it  not  much  from  the 
purpofe,  if  I  (hewed  fome  little  place  only,  where  you  may 
find  fuch  Metals(or  Ores)  as  are  endued  with  Gold, which 
notwithftanding  were  never  brought  into  ufe,  that  fo  it 
may  hence  appear  that  fuch  Golden  fubjeds  rauft  be  like- 
wife  found  in  many  places* 

Let  us  therefore  caft  an  eye  to  a  part  of  the  Mhene, 
and  let  us  get  out  thofe  Treafures  that  are  there  hidden, 
and  at  prefent  are  not  profitable  to  any,  which  neverthe- 
lefs  may  be  of  mighty  conducement  and  benefit  to  the 
whole  Inhabitants  of  thofe  parts. 

^  The  Mhene  is  a  River  moft  abounding  with  Boats  and 
Fijh ;  It  hath  its  rife  out  of  a  very  high  pine-bearing  Moun¬ 
tain,  it  is  in  fome  fort  conjoined  with  three  bordering  well 
known  Rivers,  Sata^  Adrana,  and  Nava',,  which  again 
fpread  themfelyes  unto  the  i  quarters  of  Heaven,  as 
South,,  and  North.  (This  jiniferous  Mountain  is  not  barely 
one  Mountain,^  but  confifls  of  many  which  are  exceeding  full  of 
Pine-trees,  Beech,  Oakes,  Birch,  and  other  T rees  fet  very 
thicks  together^  and  fo  yields  an  Harbour  for  both  wild  and 
tame  Beads. 

This  Pine- bearing  Mountain,  and  which  is  the  higheft 
in  all  Germany  (and  of  which  Gafpar  Brufehius  wrote  a  par¬ 
ticular  Treatife,  which  is  exceeding  profitable  for  fuch  as 
ftudy  metallickaftairstoread,)is  ftored  with  many  nota¬ 
ble  Metals  (or  Ores.)  For  there  was  not  only  Gold  dig* 
ged  out  plentifully  in  various  parts  of  that  Mountain, 
many  years  fince,  (and  thereupon  there’s  a  City  called 
Goltgangh  by  the  Germans,  as  if  you  Ihould  fay  a  Vein  of 
Gold :)  But  withal  the  other  more  common  Metals  that 
lie  here  hidden  do  for  the  moft  part  all  of  them  contain 
Gold,  with  notwithftanding  is  not  at  this  day  by  reafon 
oTthe  ignorance  and  unskilfulnefs  of  .Men  feparated  from 
them.  Nor  are  the  bare  Metals  only  of  that  place  all  of 
them  endued  with  Gold,  but  almoft  all  the  Earths,  Sand? 
and  Stones  have  So/ in  them.  Yea  even  in  this  time  even 
Antimony  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  is  digged  out  in  that 
place.  Therefore  it  may  moft  eafily  be  proved,  that  this 
Mountain  out  of  which  the  Mhene  flows  for  th  is  ftuffed 
with  So/ both  in  the  outfide  and  infide  parts,  with  which 
proof  I  muft  at  prefent  in  this  place  reft,  leaft  I  Ihould  be 
too  tedious.  All  fuch  as  are  skill’d  in  metallick  Affairs  do 
well  kno  w,  that  all  the  metalline  Ore,  that  they  get  in  and 
about  this  Mountain,  is*  endued  with  Gold. 

The  moft  ftudious  fearcher  of  nature  Matliefus  in  Sa¬ 
repta  teftifies  that  he  faw  an  Iron  Stone  or  Ore  endued 
with  Veins  of  fixt  and  malleable  Gold. 

The  afore- praifed  Brufehius  in  the  defeription 

of  this  «Mountain,  mentioneth  amongft  other  things,  that 
in  a  little  Town  called  (f I'nfftDd,  fituate  near  the  faid 
Mountain,  was  a  Tin- mine  heretofore  found,  by  the  Trea* 
fures  of  which  the  aforefaid  little  Town  was  built.  There 
did  a  certain  Metal-man  called  Sigijmund  (ELlanS  learn 
from  an  Italian  Woman,  whom  he  married  after  the 
I  death  of  her  former  Hufband,  how  Sol  was  to  be  fepa¬ 
rated  from  Jupiter :  From  whence  he  got  him  fo  much 
,  riches,  that  even  afore  he  died,  he  caufed  an  egregious  Ho- 

fpital 


372 

fpitalto  be  built,  and  withal  contributed  thereto  many  | 
ihoufands  of  Crowns,  with  which  twelve  ancient  Men,  1 
and  three  Priefts  Ihould  be  always  nourifhed  •,  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  which  there  is  verily  a  great  deal  of  Gold  | 
required  yearly. 

This  now  is  not  to  be  at  all  accompted  as  a  meer 
fable,  but  the  very  pure  truth;  For  in  that  edifice, 
the  Effigies  of  the  Founder  Sigifmmd  Cillansi,  and  the 
Foundreis  Barbary,  are  yet  to  be  feen  even  at  this 
very  day.  Of  which  likewife  Matthew^  Merianus 
in  his  Defcriptionof  Franconia^  maketh mention.  But  it 
is  fnfficiently  enough  evident  (befides  thefe  Teftimonies) 
that  this  Mountain  is  repleat  with  Metals  (or  Ores)  and 
efpecialiy  with  Golden  ones,  both  withinand  without,  and 
hence  arofe  that  Proverb  of  the  ancients,  'viz..  That  the 
Country-man  doth  in  this  Pine-bearing  Mountain  often¬ 
times  throw  a  ftone  at  an  Oxfor  Cow,)  that  is  more 
worth  than  the  Ox  it  felf.  Strangers  give  credit  here¬ 
unto,  as  Italians  and  others,  and  do  yearly  vifit  this 
Mountain,  and  dig  the  Gold  out  of  thofe  places  where 
they  know  there  lies  much  hidden,  and  take  it  up  at 
their  backs,  and  carry  it  away  with  them :  And  ma¬ 
ny  fuch  there  have  been  with  me,  who  have  afforded 
their  help  to  ftrangers  in  digging  out  Gold  :  Who  for- 
afmuch  as  they  knew  not  the  manner  of  extrading  it 
(and  that  they  underftood  by  others  that  I  alfo  dealt  in 
Metals,)  brought  me  various  kinds  of  Earths,  Stones, 
Sands,  Clays,  that  I  might  try  whatwas  in  them :  and 
they  did  all  of  them  abound  with  Gold. 

The  Country- men  that  live  about  that  Pine-bearing 
Mountain  do  daily  for  Gaine’s  fake  carry  fuch  earths  and 
flones,  endued  with  Gold,  unto  Norimberge ;  which  one 
or  other  likewife  buys,  extrading  thence  by  melting  ex¬ 
cellent  Gold. 

But  now  if  fo  be  thefe  men  did  but  know  the  extradion 
of  by  the  help  of  ulpa-fortis  only  (without  melting) 
out  of  the  earths  and  Hones  (as  is  here  taught) :  the  needy 
Country-men  might  live  like  the  richeft  Citizens,  the 
Citizens  like  the  Nobles,and the  Nobles  like  Princes; 
which  feeing  it  hath  not  fo  pleafed  God  (to  have  it)  all 
(thefe)  things  have  remained  hidden.  Every  one  may  ea- 
fily  believe  the  things  I  here  utter,  feeing  it  is  already 
taken  (or  granted  that  this  Mountain  doth  abound  with 
egregious  Metals  (or  Ores)  and  efpecialiy  with  Golden 
.ones.  Upon  this  accompt  therefore  the  moft  Noble 
Marquefs  of  Jrfpach  who  is  Lord  of  this  Pine-bearing 
Mountain  hath  prohibited  any  Foreigner  from  exporting 
fuch  Earths  (or  Ores)  thence  for  the  timeto  come;  and 
though  he  hath  thereby  done  fomething  to  it,  yet  he  can¬ 
not  wholly  hinder  it,  forafmuch  as  that  Mountain  is  too 
vaH  and  large. 

But  now  when  I  pafs  down  from  this  pine-bearing 
Mountain  along  the  Mhene  downwards,  to  fuch  places  as 
are  more  plain  (or  even  ground )  where  Wine  and  Corn 
grows, there’s  nobody  feeks after  So/ and  1,««^  there,  but 
each  man  profeffieth  himfelf  well  enough  content  with 
the  Wine  and  the  Corn,  nor  hath  there  been  any  Metal 
digged  thence  or  there  fought  for  many  years :  Becaufe 
they  thought  that  no  plains  can  produce  Metals,  which 
thing  I  judge  to  be  falfe,  and  do  gain-fay  it ;  and  con¬ 
trary-wife  affirm  that  there  are  .fome  parts  in  plains, 
that  as  to  the  produdUon  of  Metals  may  be  compared 
with  the  moll  high  Pine- bearing  Mountain.  Now,  elfe- 
where  there  ly  high  Mountains  of  each  fide  of  all  the 
Mhene,  out  of  which  there  comes  a  mighty  quantity  of 
Wine,  but  the  Metals  ly  hid  to  all. 

Befides  thefe,  I  my  felf  tried,  that  there  are  Ores  of 
all  kinds  to  be  found  on  both  fides  the  Mhene  throughout 
all  the  Ealt  of  Franconia  even  to  Magmtia  where  tV^Mhene 
runs  into  into  the  Rhewe^  but  yet  as  far  as  I  know,  there 
is  not  any  Metal  anywhere  digged  but  Iron  only ;  and 
therefore  neither  can  I  pofitively  ffiew  and  diredt  to  fuch 
or  fuch  Mine- pits,  out  of  which  you  may  apparently  get 
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Gold  and  Silver, but  as  is  faid, there  are  every  where  found  '  , 
fome  footings  (as ’twere)  that  contain  Gold  and  Silver,  1  ; 
and  that  fuch  Stones  in  the  Mhene  are  rarely  without  Me-  |  \ 
tal;  But  no  body  proves  or  tries  them,  or  puts  them  to 

ufe.  ...  i 

At  Bamberg  (viluch  is  an  Epifcopal  Metropolis)  men 
are  become  more  diligent,  infomuch  that  they  have  found  i 
outfeveral  places  wherein  is  to  be  had  the  Metal  (or  Ore) 
of  Sol :  Such  as  this  Metal  ( or  Ore)  of  Sol^  hath  been  very 
oft-times  brought  me  by  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City, bun 
all  of  it  in  a  manner  did  contain  a  fluxile  and  immature 
Gold,  which  canhot  be  extradfed  by  the  common  way  of 
melting,  but  vaniflieth  away  into  the  Air,  and  fo  1  did  not 
at  that  time  much  eftcem  it,  but  left  it  as  an  unprofitable 
Ore.  But  now  I  have  found  that  fuch  fluxile  Metals  (or 
Ores)  of  So/  may  be  brought  in  ufe,  not  by  the  help  of  a 
vehement  melting,  but  only  by  a  nitrous  Water,  in  which 
this  kind  of  fluxile  Metal  (or  Ore)  of  Sol  is  fixed  in  the  ex- 
tradting  it,  and  then  Hays  in  the  melting,  and  yields  per- 
fedt  Sol.  ^ 

Conc^fmilgfucfi^a  fixation  of  fluxile  Sol  in  Hones,  by  a 
nitrous  Water,  I  did  not  at  that  time  know  it,  otherwife 
this  knowledge ofi mine  would  have  been  extraordinarily 
profitable  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  places.  Yea  and  the 
Biffiop  of  Bamberg  himfelf  who  is  a  great  Lover  of  the  Me? 
tals  gave  me  fome  proofs  of  his  Clemency  for  fervices  of  1 1 
no  moment  that  I  did  him,  fo  that  I  would  then  gladly  |l 
have  beHowed  my  utmoH  power  in  lieu  of  his  favours,  but  T 
nothing  could  be  effedled  by  the  way  of  melting, becaufe  of  i ) 
the  volatility  of  fuch  a  Metal.  But  now  there  may  be  ga-'  i  ‘ 
thered  very  confiderable  TreaHires  by  the  benefit  of  ni-  i  1 
trous  Water.  For  not  far  from  Bamberg^  there  is  found  a*  ; 
Stone  ofgreatbignefs  that  is  exceeding  full  of  Granates,  i 
which  are  about  the  bignefs  of  Millet  or  HempTeed:  ' 
Befides  too,  all  [the  Mountains  of  that  place  do  moH  plens  i 

tifully  abound  with  Metal  (or  Ore)  of  Sol,  | 

There  is  fuch  a  V ein  of  unripe  Gold,  not  far  from  Bam- 
berg,  that  lies  thwart  the  Mhene,  which  much  hinders  the  1 
Veffels,  and  efpecialiy  thofe  Boats  which  are  wont  to 
bring  vaH  quantities  of  Boards,  Beams,  &c.  yearly ;  in-  j 
fomuch  that  they  cannot  always  get  over  it,  but  at  fuch  | 
time  only  when  the  waters  are  increafed.  Now  in  the  ^ 
Summer  time,  when  Rain  hath  not  fallen  awhile,  this  ^ 
Vein  is  feen  bare,  when  the  water  is  fallen  away  fome  I 
Ells  height ;  and  hereupon  the  Mariners  havefmote  a-  I 
gainH  it  with  force,  and  Tools  therreby  to  remove  it,  j 
if  poffible,  but  all  in  vain-  ; 

But  for  as  much  as  I  never  was  minded  to  run  thither,  '  j 
nor  jet  am  fo  conditioned,  as  that  envious  Dog,  who  |! 
having  hay  under  his  pofTeffion,  could  neither  eat  it  him- ,  | 
felf,  nor  would  fuffer  the  Ox  to  eat  the  fame ;  therefore  i 
I  was  willing  to  lay  open  thefe  things :  I  cannot  at  pre-  [  | 
fent  fay  any  more  of  this  fluxile  Ore  of  © ;  yet  if  any  '  ; 
one  deiires  more,  let  him  repair  to  anlnhabitant  and  Ci-  '  | 
tizen  of  Bamberg,  by  name  N.  N.  a  Farrier,  who  many 
times  delivered  to  me  that  kind  of  ore  during  my  aboad  at ;  ' 
Kitz.ing.  This  man  will  fatisfy  every  ones  requeH,  and  ‘  j 
will  ffiew  where  it  is  to  be  found. 

There  have  verily  been  others  that  have  brought  un-  ' 
to  me  various  kinds  of  Ores  but  I  have  long  fince  for-  i  • 
gotten  their  names.  If  you  only  feek,  you  will  find  in  J 
that  place,  abundance  of  fuch  Golden  Metal  (or  Ores)  ; , 
but  all  of  them  in  a  manner,  fluxile  (or  crude,)  andpof-  '  ij 
feffing  but  little  fixt  Gold,  and  although  they  ffiould  not  |  ‘ 
have  in  them  any  fixt  0,  and  that  not  any  thing  could  |  ^ 
thence  be  extradled  by  the  way  of  melting,  yet  notwith-  ■  f 
Handging  it  is  now  known  to  D.  G.  by  what  means  (by  ' 

the  liquid  way  of  Nitrous  water)  all  the  fluxile  (or  crude)  i 

0  may  be  abundantly  extraHed  out  of  the  Hones,  be 
fixed,  and  be  turned  into  good  ©  with  abundance  of 
profit.  _  : 

The  Mhene  near  is  occupied  with Veflels or 

Ships,  and  I  my  felf  have  failed  along  the  Mhene,  and  on 

both 
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both  fides  of  the  Mhene  from  Bamberg  even  to  Wirtz.ber^ 
did  light  upon  various  kinds  of  Metals  (  or  Ores  )  which 
were  not  void  of  ©  and  out  of  which  much  ©  ancl  I* 
may  be  extraded  by  the  help  of  this  invention  of  mine, 
by  the  moift  w'ay  by  Nitre  water,  if  men  would  but  only 
apply  themfelves  to  the  work. 

But  indeed  the  Corn  and  the  Wine  which  God  hath  fo 
abundantly  vouchfafed  to  thofe  Countries,  is  the  caufe 
that  no  body  minds  any  thing  elfe,  for  they  have  enough 
to  fuffice  them,  and  therefore  leave  the  Metals  for  Ores) 
of  ©  and  ^  untoucht- 

Without  doubt,  the  whole  Wood  that  reacheth  from 
lVtrtz.berg  or  Kitz.ira^  even  almoft  to  Bamberg^  is  .full  of 
Metals  (or  Ores)  and  yet  (as  far  as  I  know)  there  is  not 
digged  any  of  the  Metal  (or  Ore)  of  Sol  or  Lima  therein. 

it  is  reported  that  there  was  Sol  and  Luna  digged 
up  heretofore  at  CaJJel  •  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Mhene^ 
towards  the  Town  which  thcGermans  call  lRonni0ft;Orf£n, 
in  the  Mountain  they  call  there  was  heretofore, 

Copper  digged,  which  now  is  left  of,  becaufe  the  Copper 
is  notfulile  enough, nor  hath  it  any  fulphureous  flint  joined 
with  it,  by  the  help  of  which  it  is  made  fluxile  (but  is) 
inclofedina  Sandifli  Stone.  Now  out  of  loo  weight  of 
this,  there  can  hardly  be  extrafted,  by  the  help  of  a  ftrong 
melting  fire  UijAh.  for  the  Sandy  Stone  being  deftitute 
of  a  fulphureous  flintinefs,  doth  in  the  melting  turn  the 
Copper  it  felf  together  into  Scoria  ;  yetnotwithftanding 
we  are  able  by  the  help  of  Vinegar  to  extract  above  xij. 
or  xvj.  Ife.  of  Copper,  and  this  I  have  tryed  more  than 
once.  But  whether  or  no  that  Metal  (or  Ore)  of  Cop¬ 
per,  contains  in  it  any  Volatile  Gold,  I  never  tryed,  but 
that  there  is  Tome  I>  therein,  is  true yea,  and  the  Cop= 
per  is  very  malleable,  and  we  can  thence  extradt  by  the 
help  of  Vinegar,  that  which  is  moft  fair,  and  this  I  hum¬ 
bly  declared  to  the  moft  noble  Mognraine  Eleaor,he  be¬ 
ing  at  this  time  Bifliop  of  Wirtz^herg ;  but  by  theTryers 
(or  Refiners)  of  that  place,  it  is  haply  accounted  of  as  un= 
profitable  becaufe  it  yields  but  little  by  thehelp  of  Fufion. 

I  muft  needs  confefs  that  but  little  can  begotten  out  by 
melting,  but  fuch  Copper  may  be  profitably  extradted  by 
the  Acetum  of  the  Wood,  which  Grows  in  the  places  all 
about  in  abundance,  and  may  be  had  for  nothing. 

Adhene  doth  every  where  yield  fuch  kind  of  Flints 
as  are  endued  with  Gold.  Near  CarlHadt  there  offers  it 
felf  in  a  Wood  a  certain  white  and  fat  Earth,  and  after 
fome  fort  filverifh,  otherwife  firm  (or  ftrong,)  and  is  fit 
for  making  of  Crucibles,  and  other  Inftruments  (or  Vef- 
fels)  to  be  ufed  about  the  Fire. 

You  may  likewife  find  fuch  conditioned  Earth  at  Ltin^ 
oenberg  upon  the  Athene,  where  moft  excellent  Wine 
grows,  which  th^Glafs-makers  of  Spechart  ufe  to  make 
the  Crucibles  or  Pots  in  which  they  melt  their  Glafs. 

It  hath  not  as  yet  been  known  that  there  hath  been  any 
Ore  found  in  the  County  of  Wenheimen  where  great  plen¬ 
ty  of  Rufelletn  Wine  is  gathered  •,  yetneverthelefs  I  have 
proved  feveral  Earths,  which  I  found  about  Breiberg^ 
which  is  the  inexpugnable  Caftle  of  the  Lord  Charles  Fer¬ 
dinand  the  Count  of  Wert  heimen^  in  which  I  found  there 
was  contained  much  Gold. 

Befides  thefe,  I  found  oppofite  to  Wertheimen  where 
there  are  Vineyards,  an  Iron  ftone  (white  like  fnow,  co¬ 
vered  over  with  other  ftones,)  which  is  endued  with  > 
and  © :  as  to  the  external  (hape  it  refembles  a  white  Flint, 
very  weighty,  fo  as  that  itfcarce  yields  to  the  weight  of 
apiece  of  Iron  of  like  bignefs  :  But  it  is  nothing  regar¬ 
ded,  and  is  accompted  of  as  a  common  ftone. 

The  County  of  Erbach  doth  indeed  yield  plenty  of 
Iron,  but  there  is  nothing  at  all  found  of  other  nobler  Me¬ 
tals*,  yet  my  opinion  is, that  even  in  this  Iron  are  contain¬ 
ed  both  0  and  1  :  becaufe  that  there  is  fand  found  in  fe-- 
veral  places  thereof  which  yields  good  Gold,  as  I  have 
obferved  more  than  once  •,  the  extraftion  of  which  may 
be  excellently  well  performed  by  the  benefit  of  Salt¬ 
petre. 
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Likewife  Talk  of  fundry  kinds  is  found  in  the  faid  pla¬ 
ces,  which  is  endued  with  ©and  >  :  and  it  would  eafily 
yield  them  forth,  were  it  but  rightly  handled,  and  dealt 
with  according  to  the  W'ay  by  me  preferibed  ':  which  hi¬ 
therto  we  never  heard  to  have  been  done  by  any. 

The  County  of  Erbach  and  likewife  of  W ertheimen  do  a- 
bound  with  Iron  Metal  (or  Ore)  and  all  kinds  of  Mine¬ 
rals,  which  contain  in  them,  ©  and  ?  . 

Nor  are  the  Metals  (or  Ores)  of  lefs  goodnefs  that  are 
in  the  Specharten  Wood, and  the  bordering  Countries^  and 
yet  notvvitbftanding’tis  evident  that  it  yields  nothing  at 
all  fave  this,  viz..  That  there  is  excellent  Salt  made  there 
and  Glafs,  in  great  plenty.  It  is  a  thing  well  enough 
known  to  all  men  that  here  are  various  Metals  (or  Ores) 
found,  but  never  bath  any  fo  procured  as  to  have  them 
wrought  upon,  and  thereby  to  enjoy  them. 

We  find  in  feveral  places,  an  Earth  impregnated  with 
white,  black,  and  yellow  Talk,  efpecially  (in^  that  part) 
which  is  near  to  Afchibiirg.^  and  which  contains  both  > 
and  © :  which  notwithftanding  by  reafon  of  the  fmaN 
nefs  of  the  quantity  thereof  have  never  hitherto  been 
thencefrom  feparated. 

Not  far  from  a  Village  vyhich  the  Germans  call  Schilt^ 
ko;  there  offers  it  felfaftony  Talk,  fomewhac  ruddifb, 
which  befides  Copper  contains  alfo  volatile  ®,  and  of  no 
ufe  at  all  becaufe  there’s  but  little  2  therein  contained, and 
that  the  O  is  volatile  and  cannot  be  obtained  by  the  means 
of  melting.  Perhaps  this  Talk  was  known  even  of  old 
time,  for  the  place  where  it  is  found  in  plenty  is  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  that  place  called  the  Gold-pit  even  to  this 
day :  for  it  is  not  incredible  but  that  there  was  Gold  found 

there.  *  ,  c- 

However  there  is  notat  this  time  any  extracted  out  ot 
that  Talk.  I  have  very  often  extrafted  thence  moft  beau¬ 
teous  V  erde- greafe  by  the  help  of  deftilled  Vinegar.  For 
feeing  that  there  is  plenty  of  Wood  to  be  had  in  that 
place,  and  confequently  requires  no  cofts,  we  rnay  get  us 
vaft  quantities  of  Acetum  gratis.,  (or  for  nothing)  :  and 
by  the  help  thereof  extract  the  Copper  out  of  the  faid 
Talk :  Verily  many  noble  Nen  would  have  (thencefrom) 

whereon  to  live  honourably. 

NB.  But  if  we  make  a  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  with  it  being 
fortified  with  a  fourth  part  of  Nitre,  extrad  the  Copper 
and  the  ©  out  of  the  faid  Talk,  and  then  firft  catch  the  0 
by  b ,  and  then  precipitate  the  2  by  d ,  we  fhall  not  only 
have  very  malleable  Copper,  but  (hall  likewife  receive 
even  pure  ©  *,  and  this  I  teftify  upon  my  own  knowledge. 

He  that  hath  determined  the  experimenting  of  thefe 
things,  and  yet  fees  that  he  does  not  rightly  perceive  the 
thingswe  have  here  mentioned,!  advife  him  to  come  unto 
mein  a  friendly  way, and  I  will  not  be  wanting  unto  him  to 
ferve  him  and  the  Country  by  any  farther  information. 

Verily  there  lie  hidden  incredible  Treafures  in  thofe 
places,which  none  know  of, and  which  yield  nothing  at  all 
by  the  help  of  Liquefadion,  and  which  we  are  conftrained. 
if  we  would  have  them  fixt  and  metalline  to  make  them  fo 
by  the  benefit  of  a  lharp  Water,  and  this  I  was  willing  to 

open  and  notifie  for  the  Countries  fake. 

O  thou  Zoilift  or  Carper  that  underftandeft  notthjs 
knack,  pafs  not  thou  thy  judgment  hereupon,  but  rather 
examine  thy  Wines,  and  tell  us  which  is  beft,  either  the 
Heubachen,  K linaenbergick^.,  or  Wertheimen  fort .  Verily 
neither  of  thefe  Liquors  though  they  are  ftrong,  are  con* 
venient  for  the  extrading  of  renus  and  Sd  out  of  that 
Talk :  There  is  a  far  ftronger  required,  to  wit,  lomv.  ni¬ 
trous  Spirit  of  Salt,  or  Spirit  of  Nitre  acuated  with  com* 
mon  Salt.  When  the  extradion  is  ended  there  may  be 
gathered  plenty  of  Nitre  out  of  the  remaining  ^enftru- 
um.  Infomuch  that  there  is  nothmg  elfe  required  but 
labour,  for  the  cofts  eXpended  on  the  work  are  not  at  all 
confiderable  ;  And  thus  in  a  little  fpaceof  time,  we  may 

get  a  great  quantity  of  Copper  and  ■5o/. 

After  the  fame  manner  as  we  have  Ihown  that  it  is  a 
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thing  poflible  to  extrad  Volatile  Sol  by  the  help  of  Salt¬ 
petre  out  of  fuch  a  difregarded  Talk  and  other  Stones, 
and  to  make  it  fixt,  fo  we  can  alfo  extract  the  lame  out 
of  feveral  other  Minerals,  that  are  plentifully  enough 
lying  on  both  fides  of  the  Mhene.  So  that  now,  no  body 
hath  any  ground  to  fay  that  the  Ores  cannot  be  found  in 
this  or  that  Country,  or  fuch  convenient  Minerals,  as 
out  of  which  we  may  extract  the  volatile  and  alfo  the 
ripe  Geld  acording  to  Glauber’s  prefeription. 

^  If  now  fuch  may  be  found  in  thofe  places  that  are  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  which  we  always  judged  to  be  void 

of  fuch  treafnres,  what  fhall  we  not  find  in  thofe  places, 
which  have  already  yielded  us  various  kinds  of  Metals 
for  forae  hundreds  of  years  fuccefiively,  and  do  yet  daily 
exhibit  iheug  fuch  as  as  arc  HajJiafLhz  Dukedom  of  Brmf. 
rvuk,  Saxony-)  7  Imr'uigia^  Moravia,  Bohemia^  Hungary^  and 
that  fuch  like  parts  of  the  Earth  abound  with  Metals. 
Therefore,  Friendly  Reader,  do  not  thou  perfwade  thy 
felf  that  there  is  any  place  in  which  we  are  not  able  to 
extrad  many  good  things  out  of  the  Earth. 

I  have  likewife  found  various  Metals  in  our  Holland-, 
and  yet  never,  did  any  one  ever  hear  that  there  was  the 
leafi:  particle  of  them  therein  found,  efpecially  in  that 
place  that  they  call  •,  yet  notwithftanding  it  yields 

V eins  of  Iron,  and  a  Yellow  Sand  which  hath  in  it  >  &  ® . 

Neither  doth  that,  place  afford  only  fuch  Sand  Scones, 
&  Earth,  out  of  which  volatile  O  &  >  may  be  extraded, 
but  withal  there  offer  themfelves  at  the  Sea-fliore  in  thofe 
Sand  hills,  which  Hollanders  czW  Duynen-,  which  the 
llony  Sea  heaps  up,  Stones  of  a  Sky  colour,  which  con¬ 
tain  2  .  They  are  called  by  the  Hollanders^  Vltramarine. 

In  this  place,  is  likewife  gathered  plenty  of  Oftiocolla 
it  is  about  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  ones  Finger ;  yea 
and  fometimes  is  as  big  as  ones  Arm  *,  and  as  in  a  clear 
Seafon  it  is  eafily  noted,  (or  met  with)  fo  in  a  Rainy  Sea- 
fon  it  is  not  to  be  feen :  It  is  in  fome  fort  hollowed  in 
the  infide  ;  it  is  of  a  v;hite  colour,  like  ftone-lime,  and 
thereupon  the  Chyrurgions  ufe  it  to  confolidate  the  bro¬ 
ken  bones  of  their  Patients. 

Some  (as  they  have  related  to  me)  have  extraded  > 
thereout'of.  There  is  not  therefore,  any  place  that  does 
not  contain  fome  Metal,  and  efpecially  O  and  ) . 

Thus  Friendly  Reader,  you  fee  that  there  are  in  all 
parts  of  the  Earth,  fuch  Subjeds,  as  do  contain,  if  not 
fixt,  yet  at  lead  wife  volatile  Gold ;  infomuch  that  no 
body  may  on  good  ground,  complain  that  nature  hath  de¬ 
ny  eel  him  ©  and  J  ,  fohe  but  knows  how,  and  be  willing 
to  extrad  it. 

Did  Ge-nnany  but  know  thofe  Treafures  which  the 
Earth  contains,  and  did  ufe  them  aright  ^  certainly  they 
need  not  give  place  to  the  power  of  any  Monarch.  But 
itfeems  as  if  God  had  caff;  a  blindnefs  upon  men,  or  at 
lealt  keeps  them  blind,  even  until  the  due  time  approach- 
cth  of  helping  thofe  that  are  his. 

1  have  here  fnewn  the  way  for  the  Country  to  get  rich¬ 
es  and  power  by  \  but  as  concerning  the  way  by  which 
we  may  extrad  both  the  volatile  and  fixt  Gold  out  of 
Stones,  Sand,  and  Clay,  without  any  confiderable  labour 
&  cods,  acccording  to  this  invention  of  mine  ;  I  will  Ihew 
it  in  my  Laboratory,  which  by  Gods  perrailfiou,  I  have 
begun  to  ered;  for  the  fake  of  Friends. 

But  whereas  I  have  omitted  fome  words  in  the  deferi- 
ption  of  this  invention  y  you  are  to  know  that  it  was  done 
upon  this  account  j  leafi;  otherwife  fuch  a  noble  Artifice 
fliould  fall  into  the  hands  of  my  enemies ;  I  will  never  be 
wanting  to  illuftrate  for  explain)  fuch  things  as  are  forae- 
what  more  obfeure,  unto  my  friends.  The  main 
things  are  delivered  clear  enough,  to  fuch  as  are  in 
any  meafure  skilPd  in  Chymilfry,  but  the  unskilful  may 
not  hope  for  any  thing  elfe  (thereby)  but  labour  in  vain. 
The  thing  in  it  felf  is  eafie,  and  without  rubs,  fo  as  that  i 
any  one  who  hath  but  once  feen  the  way,  may  under-  1 
Hand  it)  and  manage  it.  *  ' 


I  could  have  exhibited  the  things  1  have  delivered,  m 
a  briefer  Rile, but  upon  conlideration  of  the  common  good 
1  would  not  j  he  that  cannot  from  thefe  things  perceive 
and  learn  ought,  let  him  think  that  God  is  nod  willing  to 
vouchfafe  him  the  Grace  of  underftanding  them. 

And  now,  if  I  had  been  minded  to  have  exalted  this 
work  with  mighty  praifes,  I  fiiouid  not  have  done  unfeem- 
ly  at  all, for  as  much  as  this  labour  (hines  even  in  the  dark, 
and  makes  many  doubtful  things  firm  and  clear. 

For  by  the  means  of  this  labour,  we  may  get  us  not 
only  abundance  of  ®  and  >  very  eafily,  but  likewife  moft 
excellent  medicaments,  and  which  arenotto  be  accorapt- 
ed  common  ^  nay,  even  the  off-drawn  Salt-petre  it  felf, is 
a  moft:  excellent  medicine  for  all  Vegetables,  becaufeit 
is  capable  of  multiplying  them  abundantly,  in  fo  much 
that  he  who  is  skilful  in  this  kind  of  work  and  does  not 
forbear  from  fetting  about  it,  will  never  want  any  thing. 

What  greater  things  can  a  man  defire  from  God,  than  a 
found  Body, daily  Bread,and  as  much  ®  &  !)  as  neceffity 
requires  ?  now  thefe  gifts  of  God  do  abundantly  flow  in 
upon  us  by  this  labour  ^  if  it  were  not  for  the  wickqd  Farn- 
.  nerianifts  who  are  not  worthy  of  any  good  thing,  and  do 
contemn  every  thing  that  they  underftand  not,  and 
( fo  confequently  )  reftrain  me  from  treating  of  thefe 
things,  with  any  longer  and  clearer  difeourfe.  The  whole 
world  would  be  amazed  to  fee  the  fo  exceedingly  eafie 
method  of  bettering  of  the  Metals,  and  of  making  them 
perfect,  and  which  method  but  few  there  arc  that  know. 
But  whatfoever  we  have  omited  here,  fhall,  God  willing, 
be  fhortly  delivered  in  my  work  of  b ,  where  we  will  de- 
monftrate  by  what  means  ©  and  )  may  be  extracted  with 
exceeding  profit  out  of  vile  (or  common  Lead,  fo  that 
we  need  not  any  other  fubjedl,  but  Lead  and  the  Salt  of 
the  Earth  or  a  Mineral  fire  (by  whofe  help,  nature  bring- 
eth  (or  advanceth )  all  Metals  to  maturity)  for  the  per¬ 
forming  this  work-,  and  hence  the  word  Alchymy  (which 
fignifies  nothing  elfe  but  the  melting  of  Salt)  feems  to  have 
taken  its  original. 

He  therefore  that  knows  how  by  the  help  of  Salt,  to 
make  Metals  volatile,  and  again  fixt  (which  is  not  to  be 
done  but  by  folution  and  coagulation)  fuch  an  one  knows 
the  true  and  unfophiftcate  Alchimy,  and  follows  the  uni- 
verfal  exhortionofthe  Philofophers, where  they  fay,A/4e 
the  fixtf^ ■)latile.^&  thcF' datilefixt^DiJfolve  Coagulat e^^c. 

He  that  hath  in  any  meafure  meddled  with  Salt-petre, 
eafily  perceives  what  my  meaning  here  is,  and  what  I 
drive  at.  He  whom  Nitre  obeys, him  do  all  things  elfe  obey. 
I  have  determined(by  God’s  permifnon)to  ered  a  Tryums 
phant  Chariot  for  N itre,&  to  fet  it  thereupon,as  the  grea- 
teft  Monarch  of  the  Word  &  to  exhibit  it  to  the  ignorant. 

Whereas  now  I  had  written  down  this  moft  noble  way 
of  compendioufly  extrading  volatile  and  fixt  Gold  out 
of  Stones,  Sands,  and  Earths,  and  of  farther  augment¬ 
ing  other  ©  and  J  thereby,  I  found  nothing  pretermit- 
ted  of  what  may  any  waies  help  to  the  profitably  accora- 
plifhing  the  Work,  fave  this,  viz..  W hence  fuch  aureous 
Subjeds  are  to  be  taken,  out  of  which  we  may  extrad 
volatile  and  fixed  Sol  ^  or  by  what  means  they  (  wz..  ®  and 
J  )may  be  prepared  by  fuch  like  labour  in  great  quantity. 

To  fatisfie  fuch  as  thefe  I  neither  will, nor  can  deferr  it* 
So  then,  as  touching  the  Golden  Materials,  there  hath 
been  enough  fhewn  already  to  prove  that  they  are  every 
where  to  be  found,  and  put  cafe  there  were  none  to  be 
found ,  is  there  not  a  Golden  Silver  every  where  to 
be  found,  and  that  Silver  may  be  fepai'ated  from  the 
Gold,  be  Cemented,  and  again  made  aureous,  as  often 
as  one  fhall  pleafe.  Yea,  and  Gold  may  be  profitably  ex¬ 
traded  out  of  a  certain  (fort  of)  Tin,  efpecially  the 
CeyersbergieJg.,  and  fo  likewife  out  of  fome  Iron  too. 

Now  that  fuch,  Cviz,.  Gold)  may  be  made  in  great 
quantity  we  may  difiblve  the  ®  that  fticks  in  Stones,  with 
Spirit  of  Salt,  acuated  with  a  little  quantity  of  Nitre; 
for  fuch  a  fpirit  will  not  be  fo  coftly  as  Nitrous  water  is, 

and 


Part  L 


and  befides  this  too,  it  will  (after  it  hath  been  ufed  in  the 
faid  reparation)  yield  excellent  Salt-petre,  of  full  as  much 
price  and  value  as  the  Spirit  of  Salt  it  felf  was  of.  So  that 
by  this  means  we  may  extrad  the©  without  thofe  cofts 
(too)  :  And  this  moifl:  extraction  may  be  excellently  well 
well  performed  in  a  V  aporous  Balmo. 

.  But  if  we  feek  after  the  dry  way  (of  doing  it)  then  the 
Stones  are  to  be  mixt  with  Salt  and  a  fourth  part  of  N itre, 
and  being  mixt  are  to  be  made  up  into  little  balls  by  the 
help  of  fome  fat  Earth)  lb  as  to  flick  together  :  Then  are 
they  to  be  dried  in  a  peculiar  Furnace,  or  elfe  even  in  the 
open  field,  with  a  Fire  of  Wood,  the  which  may  be  done 
in  ones  hours  time.  The  Cementation  being  made,  they 
are  to  be  powdered, and  out  of  the  powder  is  a  Lixivium 
to  be  extracted  by  the  means  of  Water,  and  you  fhall  have 
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Swill  i!I'r  “  ““  'he  thred  of  my  difeourfe, 

and  Will  m  lome  fort  delineate  the  very  work  it  felf. 

whi°h“rnrfr  therefore  to  know,  that  all  thofe  Minerals 

fhrr  Ih  ^  for  unripe)  or  volatile  Gold,  whe- 

tner  they  be  flony  or  not,  do  lor  the  mofl  part  contain  in 

therewith  the  Iron  would  be  di/Folved  too,  to  the 
vnn  maw''"  ‘^“eh  fpirit  required  ;  And  albeit 

wav  ^^hly  according  to  die 

on  nf  fn  -n^  ^^^''’^red,  yea  and  may  befides,  by  the  additi- 
lent  Nifl  themoft  mean  matter  again  make  excels 

whence  extracted  lhall  be 
rin^  than  the  cofls  expended  about  the  opera- 

'  y  ,  ^®^^^rhflanding,thisbufinefsis  not  void  of  all 

r  ahnnr  QnH  _ i  •  • 


the  ©  permixt  with  the  Lixivium,  which  is  to  be  thence  I  kindk'Iabour^nd  troubk’ not  void  of  all 

extracted  by  the  help  of  the  folution  of  T: ,  out  of  the  Li-  '  (not  dron^f  whicSt  there’l 

xiyium  may  Nitre  be  afterwards  made.  And  now  by  ty.  But  now  thVwhirh  wlVr  P 

this  means  may  a  mofl:  eafie  and  no  ways  coflly  operation  beardlefs  Comtrv  Rnv  f  i  ^  ^ 

at  all,  be  inflituted  with  fome  hundreds  weigh?.  ^  nerform  •  I? 
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at  all,  be  inflituted  with  fome  hundreds  weight. 

But  as  concerning  the  melting  and  redudion  of  the  Tj 
W’bich  contains  in  it  the  ©which  it  caught,  it  may 

eafily  be  done,  but  ’tis  by  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  peculiar  *  Tigil  or  Pot, 
the  making  of  which  is  known  only 

^  .L,  ,  n  ,  my  felf;  which  faid  Tigil  or 

Crucible  lafts  a  long  time,  and  doth  not  at  all  let  any 
thing  of  what  is  thereunto  put,  run  out,  becaufe  it  has  its 
cover  made  of  the  Lute  of  W  ifdom. 

But  now  again  here  may  arife  another  doubt,  and  it 
may  be  demanded,  how  we  may  have  fo  much  Spirit  of 
Salt  for  the  moifl  way,  or  fo  much  Salt  and  Nitre  for  the 
dry  way,  as  is  requifite  to  make  this  extraction  of  the 
Metals.  Salt-petre  is  chargeable,  and  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
will  be  difficultly  gotten  in  fuch  plenty;  and  haply  they 
will  fland  us  in  more  than  the  Gold  thereby  extracted 
would  be  worth  ?  To  fuch  I  anfwer,  It  is  not  fo  precifely 
p.  S.alt-petre  for  this  work,  feeing  that  the 

laid  diflblvent  when  it  hath  done  what  you  would  have 
it,  both  in  the  dry  and  moifl  preparation,  may  be  again 
wrned  by  the  help  of  common  Salt  and  other  mean  Sub¬ 
jects,  into  excellent  Nitre;  fo  as  we  may  thence  have 
more  Nitre,  than  it  was  afore.  And  farther,  as  concers 
ning  the  Spirit  of  Salt  it  may  be  made  in  great  plenty  in- 
fomuch  that  (by  the  benefit  of  one  Furnace^  there  may 
be  daily  made  50, 60,  70,  yea  100  pounds  thereof,  and 

you  extract  a  whole  pound 
of  rectified  Spirit  of  Salt  with  the  help  of  two  or  three 
pounds  of  Coals :  So  that,  that  fpirit  will  in  a  manner  coft 
nothing  at  all  fave  Salt  and  Coals,  which  doth  again  after 
It  hath  been  put  to  its  appointed  ufe,  yield  more  Nitre 
than  the  Salt  and  Coals  coft.  This  operation  therefore 
may  be  done  without  any  cofls  as  it  were.  The  things  I 
here  mention  are  true,  although  I  well  know  that  fcarce 
one  of  a  hundred  will  believe  what  I  fay  ;  however  I  mat¬ 
ter  it  not, but  it  is  fufficient  to  me  that  I  know  thefe  things 
and  can  exhibit  (or  demonftrate)  them  to  any  Friends.  ’ 
Albeit  that  this  be  a  mofl  eafie  Labour  and  of  no  ex* 
p^snees  to  extract  volatileand  fixt  Gold  out  of  Ores,  Sand, 
aay,  According  to  the  preferibed  rule  ;  yet  I  queftion  not 
but  that  many  men  that  are  given  to  flothfulnefs  will  de¬ 
lire  Here,  a  yet  eafier  way,  whereby  they  may  heap  up  a 
greardeal  of  Gold  without  any  trouble  at  all-  To  fuch  as 
ihe.e,  I  verily  could  fhew  an  eafier  way  of  extracting  ® 
out  of  the  Minerals  without  melting,  did  I  not  count  it 
wholly  an  unbefeeming  thing,  to  deteCt  all  thefe  fecrets 
both  to  Friends  and  Enemies  alike  without  any  diftinCti- 
.  ml  will  not  be  at  all  wanting  to  communicate  my  morefe- 
cret  way  to  thofe  who  deferve  weH,&  thankfully  acknow¬ 
ledge  towards  me  and  mine,the  benefit  they  havereceived. 

But  yet,  that  the  knack  may  be  in  fome  fort  manifefted, 
and  It  may  be  fomewhat  known  by  what  means  ©  and  1> 
may  be  gotten  even  out  of  the  Ores  and  Minerals  them* 


c  ,  — j '-'1  ol-uul  jtjluc  iu  or  i-i  years  oiu 

pertorm:  It  requires  but  little  Fire,  and  all  the  f  Metals) 

P'™''’-  «i»-  y'’" 

fulpl'u- 

leous,  that  miift  betaken  away  by  the  force  of  the 

Spirit  of  Salt  leaves  all  untoncht. 

ti  '^sy  not  to  force  away  by 

r  violence  the  Sidflmr  out  of  the  goldenilh  Flints, be- 

caufe  that  fo, there  goes  off  part  of  the  fpiritual  © :  but  ra- 
.  ^  ^^traCt  every  luch  aureous  Snlph^tr  with  a  ftrong  LixL 
vium  made  offixe  Nitre,  and  precipitate  it  with  5  diflbl- 
^  u  ^  j  I  aureous  Sulphur  goes  to  the  bottom,  and  is 
to  be  edulcorated,  and  ,  2 ,  or  >  is  to  be  thereto  added, 
and  Jo  they  will  feize  upon  the  voIatile(Gold  jand  the  ©  is 
•  u  of  the  Lixivium  made  in  fome  fort  fixt,  and 

istobefeparated  by  deflilling  of  the  5  :  Theedulcora*- 
ing  waters  do  again  yield  Nitre.  So  that  the  extraction 
requires  no  cofts  at  all,  at  leaftwife  but  very  little. 

»i  I  I  'Ve  have  extracted  the  aureous  Sulphur  (by 
\xT  or  fome  othet  very  ftrong  Lee  of 

u  r  Flints,  and  have  precipitated  it 

with  the  folution  of  the  ?■,  and  edulcorated  it,  and  fubli- 
med  It  by  a  Retort,  there  is  thence  made  an  elegant  (or 
elicate)  Cinnabar,  which  by  the  addition  of  the  filings 
01  SiIvCT  may  be  changed  (by  Cementation)  into  fixt  ) 
Which  j  js  aureous,  by  reafon  of  the  volatile  ®,  which 
was  permixt  with  the  Sulphur.  Whereas  otherwife,  other 
Cinnabar  is  by  this  way  fof  proceeding)  wont  to  yield 
only  f  '  For  the  filings  of  the  I'  thereto  added,  become 
volatile,  and  vaniftvaway  into  the  Air,  for  the  Cinnabar 

r  If  thereout-of,  and  hath  by  it  made  it 

lelr  hxt ;  fo  that  there  redounds  no  profit  at  all  thence- 
^om,  fave  only  that  the  poffibility  of  nature  is  laid  open- 
But  now  when  the  Cinnabar  of  this  place  (or  mentioned 
in  this  place)  is  mixed  with  fufile  >,  edulcorated  and  pre- 
cipitatea  with  Salt,  or  with  the  Calx  of  fi»  either  alone 
®|Fe  ^oth  mixt  together  (w'sl.  the  )  and  fi)  they  do 
greedily  betake  themfelves  into  each  other,  and  there  a- 
rileth  thencefrom  a  black  ftone,  which  being  kept  in  an, 
u  Fire  by  degrees,  and  that  for  a  due  time, 

doth  daily  more  and  more  acquire  a  fixity ;  Yet  do  1  be- 
along  time,  to  make  it  wholly  fixt:, 
which  thingfeeing  I  have  notas  yet  any  experience  of,  I 
will  not  here  mention  ought  of  certainty  concerning  it, 
perhaps  fome  particular  Tintflure  may  thence  be  exfadt- 
ed,  becaufe  that  the  fubjedls  which  conflltute  it  are  e.xcel- 
lent  ones,  for  as  Sulphur  is  faid  to  be  the  Father  of  all  the  <j) 
Metals, fo  is2  called  the  Mother.  ^A'hat  may  not  a  burning 
Sulphur  not  unlike  the  common  Mineral  Sulphur  that  is  in 
all  Metals,  be  extraded  by  Art  out  of  any  Vegetable? 
which(faid  Sulphur)l  have  implanted  in  mercurial  fiibjae*s 
more  than  once, and  have  fixed  it  in  tJiem ;  yea  and  by  the 

helpthereofhavcfoextraaed  natural  Gold  thence-from.  ' 
Verily  it  is  to  be  wondred  at,  that  this  fcienceor  skill 
,  hath  been  hitherto  unknown  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

world 
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world}  and  chat  no  body  hach  cominiced  the  fame  to 

writing*  *  n  n 

But  indeed  all  men  may  ceafe  to  admire,  when  they  lhall 

confider  that  the  Great  and  Bleffed  God  bellows  his  gifts, 
and  the  knowledge  of  Nature  to  fuch  only  as  it  Pleafeth 
him,  viz,,  to  fuch  as  bear  an  humble,  and  pious_ Mind  ; 
and  contrariwife  denyeth  them  to  fuch  as  are  impious 
and  proud. 

And  here  falls  in  a  thing  highly  needfull  to  be  known  *, 
by  him  efpecially}  who  would  eifedl  ought  in  Chimiltry 
with  profit  (and  that  is  this,  viz,.)  That  there  can  be  no 
bettering  of  the  Metals  at  all  (be  it  either  in  the  univerfal 
or  in  a  particular  way)but  by  the  benefit  of  Snlphiir  (which 
ishhe  father  of  all  the  Metals)  &  this  both  in  the  moift  and 
in  the  dry  way.  (NB- The  Spirits  of  Salt,  of  Nitre,  Vi¬ 
triol  and  Sulphuri  ferve  inflead  of  a  fulphur  though  a 
moift  one,  and  perform  their  office  in  the  moift  way.J 

If  therefore  all  the  Metals  were  at  firft  a  Sulphur  (for 
no  Metal  is  there  wherein  it  may  not  be  found,  and  be- 
fides  too,  it  is  known  to  be  in  all  the  V egetables)  by  what 
means  poffibly  can  it  bei  but  that  being  by  the  help  of 
a  Sulphur,  Salt,  and  apt  Fire,  reduced  to  fjxicyi  it  (wx:. 
any  Metal)  fhould  yield  good  ©  feeing  that  it  (viz..  Gold) 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fixt  pure  Sulphur.  ^  But  for  as  much 
as  Sulphur  (as  being  of  the  Mafculine  kind)  cannot  pro¬ 
duce  any  Metal  alone,  but  that  there  muft  neceffarily  be 
£  thereto  adjoined,  (as  being  of  the  Feminine  kind)  •,  e- 
very  one  is  bound  to  feek  after  an  apt  or  fuitable  2  (as 
being  the  Female)  for  his  Sulphur  (as  being  the  Male)  and 
to  join  that  5  to  this  Sulphur^  and  let  thefc  two  cele¬ 
brate  their  Nuptials  in  Hell,  where  'ilcan  is  Prefident. 

Now  then,  when  the  Agentliath  adted  on  the  Patient, 
and  perfedled  the  operation,  whether  by  the  moift  or  by 
the  dry  way,  itffiews  itfelfto  be  a  pure  produdt,  and 
fo  much  the  purer  too,  by  how  much  the  Agent  and  Pati¬ 
ent  were  more  or  lefs  pure. 

When  we  fow  fruitful  Seed  in  a  fat  Soil,  good  Fruits 
do  thence  -  from  proceed.  Now  then  let  Sulphur  be 
the  feed  there,  and  5  the  field  it  felf,  yet  fo  as  that  your 
Sulphur  for  feed)  be  pure,  and  that  the  2  for  ground) 
have  no  Tares  in  it  jbut  let  it  be  duely  endued  (or  dungd) 
with  Salt,  and  fo  let  it  have  the  fruition  of  the  folar  beams, 
and  patiently  wait  for  the  thence  proceeding  fruits.  Now 
if  you  meet  with  fuch  a  fubjedl  as  hath  both  Sulphur  and 
^.already  joined  together  by  nature  j  you  are  there  only 
to  begin  the  operation  where  nature  left  of,  and  fo  by  the 
iielp  of  Fire  and  Salt,  bring  it  unto  its  due  perfection, 
which  nature  was  conftrained  mleps,VQlens  to  leave  imper= 
feft,  by  reafon  of  the  defeft  of  Salt  and  fire. , 

I  could  here  prefent  the  Student  of  ^frwmV^medicine, 
with  fuch  a  foundation,  as  out  of  which  abundance  of 
commodious  conveniencies  might  be  expeCled  •,  but  the 
ingratitude  of  the  men  of  this  Age,  prohibits  the  divulg¬ 
ing  fuch  things.. 

Therefore  do  I  herein  follow  Paracelfus^  who  faith.  We 
could  verily  lay  open  mofl  mighty  Arcana  in  a  very  few  words  ^ 
if  it  feemedgood  unto  God  to  grant  unto  all  men  t  he  fame  (e- 
quity  of ) 

Turn  over  and  over  his  Writings,  Reader ;  and  thou 
wilt  eafily  attain  the  foundation  of  the  truth  ^  but  efpe¬ 
cially,  view  well  fuch  writings  as  he  hath  left  us  concern¬ 
ing  Sulphur  and  which  we  will  here  rehearfe  in  this 
place  (becaufe  of  the  affinity  of  the  matter)  for  thy  fake 
and  benefit,  which  writings  of  his  if  any  one  can  make 
nothing  of,  verily  neither  will  he  underftand  thofe  things 
which  we  ffiall  add. 

And  now  are  all  things  frequifite)  fufficiently  laid  o- 
pen  to  fuch,  to  whom  God  vouchfafes  his  bleil’ing;  and 
contrariwife,  the  fame  will  always  remain  hidden  and 
unknown  to  the  impious-  - 

Thus  much  I  add  (.viz..)  That  neither  can  any  TinClure 
be  obtained  without  Sulphur.,  nor  any  Sulphur  fixt  without 
Salt ;  both  thefe  now  are  found  conjoined  in  Vitriol, 


from  which  the  noxious  fuperffiilty  is  to  be  fcparated,  and 
the  pure  is  to  be  made  fixt. 

Now  follow  VaracdCus  bis  words,  concerning 

SULPHUR  WVITRIOL. 

« 

I  Will  prefent  u>: to  you,  as  one  well  skilPd,  my  c.xpericnce 
in  all  refpeSls  concerning  Sulphur,  viz.  what  is  contain^ 
ed  in  Sulphur,  both  as  to  Aiedicine  and  Alchtmy,  and  to  other 
things,  andunlefs  God  be  againibit  and  hinder,  the  operati¬ 
ons  of  Sulphur  are  fo  jiupendious  and  admirable,  that  the  na¬ 
tural  Light  in  man  cannot  enough  admire  them.  Now  if  God 
himfelfdoth  not  hinder,  then  the  dcftSl  is  in  the  workmenyhat 
fo  handles  the  Sulphur  as  that  the  operation  anfwers  not  to  the 
implanted  Virtue. 

Now  feeing  that  every  bahling  fellow  is  a  Phyfician,  and 
every  prater  an  Alchymift,  this  is  the  caufe  why  (in  plain 
Terms)  the  Sciences  (of  Phyfick  and  Chimiftry)  cannot  be 
brought  to  light. 

This  now  is  the  Foundation  or  Bafis,  viz-  That  /«Sulphur 
are  contained  fitch  great  Arcana  and  Virtues  relating  to' 
both  Faculties  (viz,.  Medicine  Alchimy)  that  nobody 
can  ever  fearch  them  out  fufficiently  :  J  Jay, that  there  lies  fuch 
excellent  Virtues  hidden  therein,  as  may  very  defervedly  caufe 
in  all  Men  great  admiration.  For  after  long  experience  gained 
in  both  Faculties,  fuch  are  the  Virtues  of  Su)phur/o;/W  and 
known  to  be,  that  there  are  ret  many  other  things  that  are  eU 
ther  itsfuperiour,  or  which  mety  therewithal  compare  in  Medi» 
cine  and  Alchimy. 

Sulphur  reproves  Ariftotle,  when  as  he  faith  that  the  fpe~ 
cies  of  things  cannot  be  changed :  For  Sulphur  is  tranfmuted ; 
did  Ariftotle  Uve  now  adays  he  would  wholly  be  afhamed  and 
bluff. 

Thus  far  he,  as  for  the  many  more  additions  that  he 
makes  every  one  may  read  them  in  his  Works. 

As  concerning  my  felf,  I  fay  thus.  That  nothing  at  all 
can  be  done  in  Alchimy  without  Sulphur  or  fulphureous 
Salts  J  likeas  without  feed,neither  Vegetable  nor  Animal 
can  •,  as  is  clearly  evident, be  poffibly  generated.  Sulphur 
is  inftead  of  Seed,  and  Mercury  inftead  of  a  Matrix  r  But 
you  muft  not  think  that  I  do  here  Tpeak  of  common  Sul¬ 
phur  only, and  common  Mercury :  f  No  I  ]  I  do  comprife 
under  them  fuch  as  are  far  more  excellent,  and  this  you 
are  well  to  heed.  If  now  a  metal  be  not  fulphureous,  it 
muft  be  brought  to  a  due  foftnefs  by  the  force  of  Fire, 
which  is  done  thus,  viz..  Making  it  red  hot  and  quenching 
it  fome  times  in  water.  But  if  fo  be  it  is  already  foft 
enough,  then  bare  powdering  it  is  fufficient,  without  fo 
much  as  ever  heating  it  red  hot  and  quenching  the  fame. 
Put  this  podwer  in  Pans  of  call  Iron,  and  that  there  may 
be  the  lefs  wafte  of  Fire,  let  it  be  encompaffied  with  a 
wall  or  mured  in  a  Furnace  *,  fill  them  half  full,  and 
pour  thereupon  (whether  it  be  Metal  or  Ore,  or  Sand, 
Stone,  or  Clay,  or  golden  Mineral,)  fo  much  of  the  water 
which  we  ffiall  by  and  by  deferibe,  as  the  Iron  Veflel  can 
contain,  yet  fo  that  the  faid  Vefiels  want  of  being  top 
full  the  breadth  of  3  or  4  fingers, leaft  as  youftirr  it  about 
fome  of  it  fpil  over-  This  dpne,  put  to  an  hundred  pound 
weight  of  the  Metal  or  Ore,  about  one  pound  of  an  aure- 
ous,  {ilveryy  Magnet.  Then  put  Fire  under  the  Pans  or 
Cauldrons, and  make  the  water  boil,  continually  ftirring 
the  matter  contained  in  the  Iron  Pans,  with  an  Iron 
Spatula. 

Now  forafmuch  as  this  water  is  of  fuch  a  quality  as 
that  it  can  neither  diflblve  ©nor  >,  it  leaves  both  the 
O  and  D  ,and  by  reafon  of  the  admixtion  of  the  Magnet, 
it  attradls  only  the  Iron  or  the  Copper.  When  the  wa¬ 
ter  hath  attrafted  as  much  «?  or  2  as  it  can,  it  is  to  be 
drawn  away,  and  more  new  put  on  in  the  room  thereof, 
and  you  muft  proceed  onto  boiling  as  afore- mentioned, 
and  thusare  you  to  reiterate  this  work,  until  all  the  ^  or 
2  (hall  be  cxcraded  out  of  the  Metal,  and  nothing  re¬ 
main  behind  favc  a  dead  Sand,  which  may  moft  eafily  be 

feparated 
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feparated  from  the  by  the  pouring  on  of  com¬ 

mon  Water,  for  the  fand  mixeth  in  felf  with  it,  and  the 
Magnet  remains  pare  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veffel,  which 
bath  received  into  it  felf  the  ©  and  :  This  0  now  and 
>,  is  again  eafily  feparated  from  iht  Magnet^  which  faid 
Mtugnet  may  be  again  ufed  for  fuch  another  work- 

Thus  now,  one  only  perfon  can  by  this  means  daily  fe- 
parate  a  great  quantity  of  Metal  from  the  ©  and  >  it 
has  in  it  •,  all  the  artifice  confifteth  in  the  preparation  of 
fuch  a  water  as  extrafteth  ^  and  2  out  of  the  Metals  or 
Ores;  And  therefore  mud  it  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to 
diflblve  neither  ®  nor  )  ,&  be  neverthelefs  ftrong  enough 
todilTolve  <?  &  2  and  to  feparate  them  from  the  ©:  For 
that  the  Magnet  cannot  extrad:  the  ®  out  of  the  6'  and 
9  unlefs  they  be  afore  dilfolved.  But  as  touching  the 
quality  (or  compofition)  of  this  water  j  ’tis  no  ways  ex¬ 
pedient  to  divulge  it?  forafmuch  as  the  whole  bufinefsde- 
pendeth  thereupon)  nor  can  any  thing  at  all  be  effeded 
without  the  knowledge  thereof.  When  now  Venus  and 
Mars^  or  elfe  ^ enus  alone,  or  Mars  alone)  are  extraded 
‘  out  of  the  done  (or  ore )  by  the  benefit  of  the  faid  water, 

the  precipitation  of  them  may  be  made  by  the  addition  of 
fome  contrary  thing,  whereby  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  not 
i  only  its  diarpnefs  is  taken  away  but  alfo  excellent  Nitre 
may  be  thence  prepared  afterwards,  which  is  to  be  fepa¬ 
rated  from  the  Mars  or  Venus :  The  precipitated  Mars 
may  be  reduced  with  a  drong  fire,  and  lo  it  will  be  made 
fluxile,  and  which  eafily  melts  in  a  Crucible  like  Venns^ 
and  becomes  malleable ;  yea,  and  of  more  worth  than  the 
bed  Venus^  becaufe  it  performs  very  many  profitable 
things  in  Alchimy,  which  we  forbear  to  fpeak  of  here, 
for  fome  certain  reafon. 

He  therefore  that  knows  fuch  a  mendruum  or  difibl- 
vent,  and  which  requires  no  cods  to  make  it,  and  yet  not- 
withdanding  doth  very  well  dilTolve  Mars  and  Venus{zvA 
leave  the  So/  and  Luna') :  Such  an  one  verily  may  in  all 
places  find  plenty  of  Mars  and  Jupiter  (Venus  I  believe  he 
means)  which  contains  plenty  of  both  fixt  and  volatile  Sol 
and  Luna  ••  neither  need  he  be  much  follicitous  about 
Golden  Metals  or  Ores. 

Forafmuch  then  as  the  whole  Artifice  confideth  in  the 
knowledge  only  of  the  water,  and  in  the  manuals  ( or  con¬ 
triving)  of  the  placing  of  the  Magnet^  and  in  the  fepara- 
j  ting  all  the  unprofitable  matters  from  the  ©  and  >  \  he 

j  that  does  not  know  i\XQ\\  2,  Magnet  and  how  to  prepare 

I  fuch  a  dilTolvent,  by  whofe  help  ®  and  2)  may  be  concen* 
trated,  and  2  and  <y  be  feparated  from  them,  let  him 
fearch  hereafter  even  as  1  my  felf  have  done  :  But 
if  fo  be  he  cannot  find  out  or  invent  either  of  them,  let 
him  get  from  me  what  he  delires  to  know,  and  I  will  not 
I  omit  to  fatisfy  his  requed,  provided  it  may  be  done  wich- 
!  out  my  detriment  and  difquiet.  But  now  you  mud  not 
,  think  that  therefore  I  will  give  anfwers  to  all  fuch  as 
trouble  me  with  their  tedious  Letters,  for  my  time  per¬ 
mits  not  the  doing  of  fuch  matters. 

I  There  is  yet  another  way  by  which  we  may  expedt 
profit  out  of  iuch  Minerals  as  contain  in  them  much  if 
we  deal  with  them  on  this  wife-  Let  it  be  reduced  with 
'  the  drong  blad  of  bellows,  and  you  lhall.find  either  a 
greater  or  lefler  Regulus  in  the  bottom  (according  to  the 
muchnefs  or  leflhefs  of  the  d'  that  the  done  contains) 
which  Regulus  comprifeth  in  it  felf  the  ©  and  >  which  was 
in  the  Mineral  or  Ore,  if  fuch  an  Iron  be  malleable, 
Plates  may  be  made  of  thofe  Regulujfes,  with  are  to  be 
dilfolved  (in  the  Cauldrons  made  of  cad  Iron)  with  that 
fecret  water,  out  of  which  folution,  the  ®  may  be  extra- 
died  by  the  benefit  of  the  Magnet ■,  according  to  the  afore^ 
prcfcribed  manner.  But  if  the  faid  Regulus  be  brittle, 
and  not  malleable,  then  may  it  be  granulated :  Nay,  it 
would  not  be  much  amifs  to  make  large  Cauldrons  and 
j  fuch  like  Pets  thereof  by  melting,  that  may  be  of  2, 3,  or 

i  4  Fingers  thicknefs.  Nor  mud  we  fuppofe  that  what  the 
faid  water  dilToly^s  of  the  Cauldroq  and  takes  from  hi 
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befides  that  which  it  receives  from  the  Plates  or  Granu¬ 
lated  Iron  put  therein  to  diflblve,  is  meerly  lod:  No, 
for  even  it  doth  in  like  manner  exhibit  its  Sol  too  5  fo’ 
that  by  this  means  a  mod  rich  Mine- pic  may  be  made. 

But  fome  will  fay,  whence  fliall  we  have  fuch  Minerals 
that  yield  ©,  and  that  bring  fuch  great  profit  ?  We  have 
faid  before,  that  fuch  Minerals  or  Ores  containing  fucli 
Iron,  are  every  where  to  be  found  :  Nor  can  you  light  on 
any  common  d'  which  has  not  O  therein,  which  mayeafl- 
ly  be  extraded  from  thence,  and  that  with  mod  great 
profit.  This  now  is  known  unto  mod  (Refiners)  that 
there  is  plenty  of  corporeal  ®to  be  found  in  the  Iron 
that  we  commonly  ufe  which  (faid  corporeal  ©)  is  far 
furmounted  v  as  to  quantity)  by  the  volatile  O  *,  but  if  a 
man  would  feparate  it  thenfce  by  the  help  of  fufion  and  the 
addition  of  T? ,  it  requires  too  much  cods,  and  therefore 
men  never  attempted  any  other  way  of  extraeding  it. 

All  Germany  zffords  this  fort  of  Ironf  that  is  thus  indu¬ 
ed  with  Gold)  in  a  mod  plentiful  manner, &  I  could  fliew 
very  many  places  in  which  it  may  be  found,  if  fome  preg* 
nantrornotable)caufesdid  notprohibit  me  from  fo  doing. 

But  that  all  men  may  know,  that  I  tell  the  very  truth, 
and  do  not  like  a  vain  man  tell  you  of  great  Treafures, 
and  that  they  are  every  where  to  be  found  in  Germany^ 
and  yet  notwithdanding  by  realbn  of  their  not  being 
known  arc  not  of  any  ufe  j  1  will  fhow  fome  of  them  with 
my  very  Fingers  as  it  were,  which  haply  in  refped  of 
otherfome  that  I  know  not  of  as  yet,  will  be  but  a  very- 
few,  and  thefe  very  vile  or  poor,  too. 

Fifd  of  all  then,all  the  Iron  that  is  in  the  Pine-bearing 
Mountain  and  about  it,  doth  contain  both  fixt  arid  vola¬ 
tile  ®  *,  and  this  I  have  often  experienced  fome  years 
fince,  when  I  lived  2tKitz.ing  in  Franconia,  and  extradled 
thence  from  by  the  help  of  a  melting  Fire  excellent  O : 
For  as  then,  the  manner  of  extradling  0  from  thence  by 
waters  only, without  any  melting  fire, was  to  me  unknown ; 
For  at  that  time  thofe  mod  eminent  Men  Mr.  Chrijlopher 
Herbji:,  the  chief  Phyfician  of  the  Prince  of  Ar [parch,  and 
Mr.  Adam  Renningen  the  faid  Prince’s  Lieutenant,  and 
chiefof  his  Houfe,  for  GovernourJintheCadle  of  Blaf-- 
fenburg  near  Cnlmbach^  prefented  me  various  kinds  of 
minerals,  to  try  what  was  in  them  contained :  And  a-’ 
mongd  thefe  Iron  ones  I  find  all  of  them  to  be  endued 
with  Gold,  which  might  be  exceeding  profitably  extra-* 
fled  thence  by  the  afore-difclofed  moid  way.  There 
were  likewife  given  me  fuch  like  conditioned  dones  and 
metals  (or  ores)  which  were  found  near  Bamherggai  which 
we  have  faid  fomewhat  afore.  The  truth  of  this  thing  is 
the  more  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Fleijlsman^  .Governour  of 
the  Province  of  Bamberg  my  Angular  Friend,  v^ho  wrdte 
unto  me  fome  few  months  fince,  that  an  excellent  GoId= 
mine  is  found  in  the  Province  of  Bamberg^hwx.  yet  that  the 
Gold  thereof  cannot  at  all  be  feparated  from  the  Iron  by 
the  force  of  Fire^  which  volatility  of  Sol  1  figniued  to  him 
in  my  anlwer  might  mod  eafily  be  amended. 

Now  like  as  all  the  Minerals  and  the  Iron  it  felf  which 
are  found  near  the  Pine- bearing  Mountain,  are  very  much 
endued  with  Gold,  fo  thofe  which  are  found  in  Mfnia^ 
Saxony,  Thuringia,  and  Bohemia,  do  abound  with  >  ; 
both  of  which  may  be  extrafled  thence  by  the  way  by  me 
delivered,  with  very  great  profit.  1  know  by  good  ex^- 
perience  that  in  the  ®  and  ?  Mine- pics  much 

volatile  Gold  and  Silver  is  forced  away  into  the  Am 
through  meer  ignorance. 

,  Certain  I  am,  that  the  Metals  (or  Ores)  throughout 
ail  C  nnthia  and  Styria  do  poflefs  much  volatile  and  fixt, 
Goldi  efpecially  Che  Iron  Metal  for  Ore)  :  For  I  have 
many  a  time  m’ade  experiments  of  that  thing. 

Moreover,  the  Hirdnian  Wood,  Brunfwic\,  and  ddtaf- 
fia  yield  fuenkind  of  Minerals. ,  Nor  is  Sue-vta  dcllitute 
of  fuch  Iron  as  is  impregnate  with  0  ;  arid  amongfl:  o= 
ther  things  I  think  good  to  declare,  that  fome,fe% 
months  fince,  a  certain  BafUian  Ruler  fent  me  a  potion 
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of  fuch  kind  of  Iron  •,  withal  relating,  that  the  lefler  ex¬ 
periment  did  there  yield  ten  Crowns  of  Gold,  and  that 
an  hundred  weight  was  of  this  Iron  fold  for  nine  Florins 
price.  Which  Iron  when  I  had  tried  by  the  help  of  a  fu; 
iing  or  melting  Fire  I  got  a  fnfficiently  great  quantity  of 
G,  but  in  proceeding  by  my  moift  way,  I  got  twice  or 
thrice  as  much. 

Such  kinds  of  ftones  as  thefe  are  found  in  plenty 
throughout  all  Germany^  to  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
red  and  black  Talk,  the  Irony  Talk,  black  and  red  Gra- 
nates^  Smiris^  Hematites ^  and  the  like,  which  always  are 
endued  with  ©,  if  not  with  fixt,  yet  with  yolatile  Gold. 
So  that  now  it  is  manifeftly  apparent,  that  in  thofe  places 
ivhere  ©  is  digged,all  the  ftones  are  repleat  with  volatile 
Gold  at  leall,  if  not  with  fixt  ©  too :  like  as  all  the  Iron 
that  is  digged  in  Sfain  doth  of  a  certainty  befides  volatile 
Gold  contain  alfo  corporeal  Gold.  Nay  more,  there  are 
not  only  found  fuch  ftones  that  have  Gold  in  them  in 
thofe  hotter  places,  but  alfo  in  raoft  cold  places  too, 
witnefs  Norvoay  ^  where  you  may  meet  with  whole  Moun¬ 
tains  confifting  of  Iron,  Talk,  and  Granates;  out  of 
which  there  has  not  hitherto  been  any  0  gotten  by  the 
help  of  a  melting  fire  with  any  profit ;  though  I  my  felf 
have  found  0,  in  the  lelTer  experiments.^ 

Lafl;  year  Mr.  J.  W.  brought  me  various  Ores  out  of 
the  County  of  Eysfeldew,  that  I  might  try  what  they  con¬ 
tained.  Amongft  others,  there  were  fome  little  grains  of 
Iron  round  like  a  Peafe,though  fomewhat  lefler, thus  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  Earth  naturally  :  This  Earth  as  I  was  inform. 
ed,is  altogether  black,  one  handful  of  which  contains  lo, 
15,  20  Grains :  wherefore  it  is  not  improbable  that  all 
the  Earth  of  that  place-  is  repleat  with  Iron ;  thefe  little 
Grains  are  fo  very  traiftable,  as  that  they  may  be  made 
into  Plates  with  an  Hammer,  and  contain  much  Gold. 

Such  a  kind  as  this  of  black  Iron  grains  (yet  not  fo  round 
or  tradable  as  thofe  but  now  fpokenof)  were  brought 
me  from  Saxony.,  which  are  endued  with  plenty  of  Gold, 
but  volatile  ;  they  are  eafily  pulverifable,  and  (as  was  re¬ 
lated  to  me)  are  to  be  found  near  the  Mountain  which  the 
Germans  call  GeyerfhergyisihQxt  alfo  is  gathered  a  Tin  ftone, 
which  doth  alfo  contain  Gold,  fuch  as  M^nia  yields  more 
plentifully.  Out  of  1 00  weight  of  this  Tin,  I  found  that 
10  or  12  Crowns  of  Gold  might  indeed  be  extraded;  but 
this  work  requires  fuch  cofts  as  far  exceed  the  price  of 
that  which  is  extraded  :  and  therefore  they  fell  off  the 
Tin,  juft  as  *tis  digged  out,  to  avoid  the  expence  of  ex¬ 
trading  the  ®. 

That  which  is  gathered  in  thefaid  Mountain,  I  have  of* 
ten  tried,  nordid  1  ever  find  it  deftitute  of  0,  the  which 
may  be  very  well  extraded  by  my  moift  feparation. 

The  Stabclein  Abbot  prefented  me  with  fuch  like  Iron 
ftones  and  feveral  others  that  had  Gold  in  them,  toge¬ 
ther  with  diverfe  Minerals,  fome  18  months  ago,  fome  of 
which  were  gathered  in  Weftfhalia,  fome  in  the  Province 
Luttingefm  that  part  that  is  under  the  Government  of  the 
Eledor  of  M.  The  Prince  himfelf  having  a 

mind  to  fee  by  what  means  I  would  extrad  the  volatile 
Gold  out  of  them,  came  unto  me,  but  he  died  in  his  Journy 
homewards ;  fince  that  I  have  not  received  any  more  of 
fuch  like  aureous  Metals  ( or  Ores.) 

Amongft  other  (Ores)  I  knew  an  Iron  Metal  (or  Ore) 
found  in  Wefiphaha^  the  half  whereof  was  very  aureous, 
but  of  no  ufe,  becaufe  the  Metal-men  were  ignorant  of 
the  way  of  feparating  thofe  Metals  from  one  another ; 
whereas  notwithftanding  both  the  pure  Copper,  and  the 
®  it  felf  may  be  moft  eafily  feparated  from  the  Iron  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  way  by  me  delivered. 

There  were  alfo  a  while  ago  feveral  Iron  ftones 
brought  me  by  the  Cologne  Merchants,  and  efpecially  Mr. 
Teter  Stvet  (P.M.)  which  are  found  in  plenty  in  the 
Mountains,  and  do  abound  with  much  ® :  Befides  this 
too,  all  the  Mountains  of  Germany,  do  yield  a  yellow 
Earth,  endued  with  Iron  and  > :  of  which  kind  a  certain 


1  Phyfician  of  Erfurt  fent  me  fome,  which  (as  he  related  to 
me)  at  Eysfeldt  near  Erfurt  towards  the  Province  of  Mo-, 
guntia  is  plenty  thereof 

Such  an  Earth  containing  filver,  I  my  felf  found  here 
in  the  bordering  places  ’twixt  Arnhcim  and  En.brtck^^ 
but  not  of  fuch  worth  as  that  of  Eysfeldt  is. 

Who  knows  but  that  that  fame  place  which  we  call 
F' daxv  hides  in  it  vaft  Treafurcs.  For  I  have  found  near 
^  Amheim  a  white  Clay  and  Earth  out  of  which  I  ex- 
trafted  fome  >  ;  Yea  and  I  found  there  too,  true  Veins 
of  Iron,  which  whether  or  no  they  contain  ©  and  i  I 
cannot  tell :  For  I  never  proved  them,  but  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  I  have  I  intend  (God  willing)  to  make  an  Eflay. 

Thus  ’tis  evident  that  there  is  not  at  all  wanting  unto 
us  the  matter  of  effecting  fome  good  and  profitable  thing 
by,  but  the  love  of  idlenefs  is  the  reafon  why  we  negledt 
abundance  of  fufficiently  obvious  Treafures- 

The  Earth  nourifheth  men  of  diverfe  natures  •,  for 
fome  of  them  are  altogether  flothful,  fluggifh,  and  extra¬ 
ordinarily  backward  to  labour,  and  yet  neverthelefs  gee 
fat  bodies  enough  :  On  the  other  hand.there  are  fome  ^o 
are  very  diligent,&  do  too  much  confume  themfelves,and 
concerning  whom(being  like  unto  a  burning  Candle Jthey 
may  fay  thus  of  themfelves,7>}'  ferving  other s,am  1  conjumed. 
And  as  much  benefit  as  the  Candle  gets  by  affording  a 
light  unto  others  and  by  confuming  it  felf  j  fo  much  doth 
there  redound,  efpecially  from  ungrateful  men,  to  a  dili¬ 
gent  man  who  by  ferving  others  wafts  and  confnmes  him- 
felf. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  moft  abjed  Subjeds  are  plentifully 
enough  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  World  where  Moun¬ 
tains  are,  and  out  of  them  may  you  extrad  D  and  ©  by 
the  help  of  my  nitrous  Water,  were  but  the  way  of  doing 
it  known,  which  way  hath  been  hitherto  referred  amongft 
Arcana  by  reafon  of  mens  extream  ingratitude.  And  I 
pray  is  it  not  altogether  ufeful  and  expedient  that  wc 
Ihould  gather  fuch  Treafures,  and  make  ufe  of  them  to 
Gods  Honour,and  tothe  defence  of  Kingdoms  and  Man¬ 
kind  ?  Is  there  not  fufficient  ftore  of  idle  fellows,  whom 
it  would  be  very  expedient  either  to  invite  to  labour  or  (if 
they  fhun  work)  to  banifli  them  the  Kingdonj  } 

I  believe  that  this  blindnefs  will  hardly  leave  men  afore 
they  are  reduced  to  ftraits,  but  beware  leaft  you  hap  to 
begin  to  grow  wife  too  late- 

This  work,  like  as  is  every  other  perfedion  of  Metals 
is  done  by  Sympathy  and  Antipathy :  For  that  dif- 
folvent  which  drives  off  @  and  >  from  it  felf,  by  Antipa¬ 
thy,  all  this  doth  a  mercurial  Magnet  greedily  attrad  by 
Syrapathy,feeing  it  it  thus,  that  vtz..  as  like  loves  like,and 
draws  it  to  it  felf  fo  one  contrary  hates  another  contra* 
ry,  and  drives  it  away. 

Two  contraries  do  always  produce  a  third  thing. 
Where  the  Agent  ads  upon  the  patient,  and  that  this  pa¬ 
tient  is  even  enforced  to  fuffer  againft  its  will,  and  can¬ 
not  by  any  means  fhun  the  force  of  the  Agent,  there  muft 
ofneceflity  arife  fome  better  produd  from  them. 

When  water  is  added  to  water,  neither  of  them  fuffer, 
bccaufe  they  are  both  of  them  of  the  fame  nature  :  But 
when  fire  and  water  are  joined  together,  the  weaker  is  tho 
fufferer,  and  from  them  doth  a  third  thing  proceed. 

Theftinkingand  volatile  Sulphur  is  the  enemy  of  ©, 
and  common  Sale,  of  ^  ;  and  by  how  much  thefe  have 
more  ftench  the  one,  and  fliarpnefs  the  other,  fo  much  the 
greater  is  the  hoftility  they  fhew.  The  greateft  matters 
are  performed  by  love  and  hatred ;  fuch  things  as  are 
friendly  beget  a  chearfulnefs,  joy,  and  vivacity :  Where* 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  things  that  we  abhor  beget  a 
tcadious  wearifomenefs,  grief  and  death:  therefore  the 
more  acceptable  a  thing  is,  the  more  it  brings  of  life  i  the 
lefs  acceptable  the  more  of  dolour  doth  it  bring.  All  the 
'  perfedion  therefore  of  the  bafer  metals  confiftethcnly  Ifl 
Antipathy  and  Sympathy  :  And  if  once  w-edo  but  rightly 
know  the  nature  of  metals,  all  things  are  eafily  accom- 
pliflicd* 
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It  is  ftoried  of  a  certain  'Philofopher  in  ItiJy,  That  he  had 
committed  fome  evil  deed,  for  the  which  he  was  accufed,  appre¬ 
hended,  and  caft  into  prifon,  being  here  fhut  up,  he  could  not  be 
brought,  neither  by  entreaties,  nor  by  threats',  no,  nor  by  any 
means  to  confefs  his  faft but  at  lafl:  they  put  into  his  company 
a  man  of  no  fobriety  or  modefty  at  all,  who  did  fo  grievioufly 
exafperate  him  with  his  words,  that  the  faid  Philofopher  could  not 
brook  it,  and  fo  rather  chofe  death for  he  affirmed,  that  the 
mind  of  man  was  far  more  noble,  than  to  be  plagued  by  fuch  a  tag- 
rag,  with  reproachful  contumelies. 

Even  juft  fo  is  it  with  Metals,  by  how  much  the  nobler  and  pu¬ 
rer  they  are,  fo  much  the  lefs  will  they  commix  themfelves  with 
impure  things. 

Gold  the  pureft-tif  the  Metals  cannot  be  knit  with  ftinking  im¬ 
pure  and  common  Sulphur for  there  is  an  antipathy  betwixt  them. 
Salt  alone  is  endued  with  thofe  virtues  as  to  be  able  to  reduce 
contrary  natures  into  agreement,  and  to  commix  them and  be¬ 
ing  commixt,  the  fixt  ©  is  able  to  make  the  unfixt  Sulphur,  like 
unto  it  felf  in  refpeft  of  fixity,  whereas  otherwife  they  always 
perfecute  each  other  with  hatred.  Sol  cannot  fuffer  any  thing 
until  it  has  gotten  the  nature  of  a  Salt,  and  then  may  it  be 
tormented  fas  it  were;  by  the  impure  Sulphur,  and  be  changed 
into  better. 

When  the  Soul  of  the  imperfeft  Metals  (which  is  a  fpiritual  ©) 
is  to  be  forcibly  pluckt,  and  fevered  from  its  body,  it  cannot  pofi 
fiblybe  done  without  the  dolour  or  pain  of  the  Patient',  for  where 
the  pure  and  fplrituous  goldenilh  fubftance  that  dwelleth  in  the  cor¬ 
ruptible  bodies,  is  to  be  made  Corporeal,  and  confequently  aflume 
a  more  noble  form,  the  firft  form  muft  neceffarily  be  annihilated, 
that  fo  the  hidden  tender  body  may  come  forth  to  light  and  be 
feeh. 

And  this  verily  is  done  by  anotjier  kind  of  way  than  the  common 
and  already  known  ',  by  which  (laid  common  way)  the  Metals  are 
feparatedby  from  one  another,  and  are  afterwards  Mol¬ 

ten.  For  if  any  onelhould  make  one  Metalline  Mais  of  c? ,  2  ,  ¥, 
and  }) ,  by  melting,  and  then  would  again  feparate  them,  by 
the  help  of  common  jiqua-fortis,  he  would  effeft  nothing ',  for  the 
Aqua.f ortis  would  diflblve  only  D  and  2  and  part  of  ¥  and  c?, 
and  leave  the  remainder  with  the  0  undiflblved',  or  if  he  fhould 
pour  on  Aqua-regia,  there  would  be  only  ©  and  2,  together  with 
fome  part  of  ¥  and  S  diflblved,  and  that  which  remains  of  the 
V  and  d  fundiffblvcd)  would  be  left  behind  with  the  X'  >  and  fo 
(here  would  not  be  made  any  good  reparation. 

But  if  fo  be  that  any  one  has  a  mind  to  attempt  this  thing  on 
this  wife,  and  ftiouldfay,  I  will  diflblve  t? ,  2>  or  ¥,  by  the  help 
of  Aqua-jfertis,  or  as  much  of  it  as  poffibly  I  can,  for  fo  the  >  that 
is  in  the  mixture  muft  needs  be  diflblved.  Now  then  when  i’ts  dif- 
folved  I  will  precipitate  it  (viz-  the  J'  out  of  the  folution,  by  fait 
water  (if  it  be  fo  yet}:,  the  ©  therefore  remains,  which  could  not 
be  diflblved  by  the  Jqua-f ortis or,  if  I  fhould  diflblve  the  Metal 
(or  mixture)  by  jiquaregia,  then  the  @  is  diflblved,  (but  not  the 

),  and  fo  I  can  precipitate  the  ©  out  of  the  folution,  by  a  Lixi¬ 
vium,  and  edulcorate  it,  and  melt  it,  and  fo  by  this  means  may  I 
get  it.  Well  (let  me  tell  you)  that  neither  will  this  wayfadge, 
for  thefe  Metals,  and  efpecially  and  ¥  are  too  terreftrial,  and 
admit  not  of  fuch  a  reparation,  though  there  fhould  be  in  the  a- 
foreiaid  Metals,  abundance  of  Corporeal  ©  and  I» ,  whereas  not- 
wiihftanding  the  greateft  part  is  fluxile,  and  muft  be  again  made 
fixt  and  corporeal  by  folution for  in  this  work  the  already  pure 
and  fixt  Q  and  >  may  be  altered,  fo  as  that  a  Mercurial  magnet 
cannot  be  able  to  aflbme  them.  As  for  example.  Take  you  a 
Metal,  as  J',  V,  or  2,  in  which  (as  is  well  known)  there  is 
Corporeal  ©.  Diffiolve  this  in  Aqua-regia,  and  precipitate  the  O 
by  a  Lixivium  of  fixt  Saif,  boil  this  precipitate  with  2,  and 
fee  if  that  precipitated  ©  will  pafs  into  the  5  ',  you’ll  find  not, 
for  this  ©  hath  gotten  a  Cruft  (as  it  were)  in  its  precipitation  by 
the  Lixivium',  that  is,  it  is  environed  with  a  faline  Tcrreftreity,  in 
fo  much  that  the  5  cannot  attraft  the  ©. 

Neither  likewife  can  9  attraft  or  aflTume  fuch  a  filvery  Calx  as 
is  precipitated  out  of  the  folution  with  fait  water,  and  that  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  terreftreity  alone,  which  adheres  thereunto  by  means  of 
the  precipitation,  by  which  it  is  altered  and  deprived  of  a  pure 
Metallick  form. 

The  truth  hereof  may  you  eafily  experitUentj  on  this  wife.  Dif- 
folve  a  particle  of  pure  J  in  Aqua-fertis,  and  diflblve  the  fame 
quantity  of  pure  ®  in  Aqua-regia,  precipitate  the  )  with  fait  wa- 
ter,  and  the  ©  with  a  Lixivium,  fo  as  that  the  J  be  precipitated 
into  a  white,  and  the  ©  into  a  yellow  Calx ',  edulcorate  both  Calxes 
apart  after  :he  beft  way  that  poffibly  you  can,  with  hot  water  ma¬ 
ny  times,  fo  long  till  the  edulcorating  water  be  wholly  fwcet,then 
weigh  thefe  dryed  Calxes,  and  you  fhall  lee  that  the  y  and  ® 
you  took,  are  one  fourth  part  heavier  than  before  the  folution  of 
them',  and  this  is  to  beaferibedto  the  Salts  only,  that  have  ad¬ 
joined  themfelves  to  the  Metal  in  the  precipitation,  and  cannot  be 
thencefeperated  by  edulcoration ',  and  therefore  fuch  a  filvery  Calx 
yields  not  (when  tfiolten)  a  pure  Lunar  body,  but  a  certain  Afhy 
toloured  Mafs,  fluxile  and  volatile,  by  realbn  of  the  Salts',  and 
this  Calx  is  not  changed  (or  fwallowed  up)  into  the  $  neithar 
before  nor  after  its  being  molten,  nor  (after  its  melting)  can  it  c- 
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ver  be  diflblved  by  A^a-f ortis  or  Aqua-regia,  which  alteration  pro¬ 
ceeds  meerly  from  the  Salts  that  have  adjoined  themfelves  there¬ 
to  in  the  precipitation. 

Even  juft  fo  is  it  with  fuch  a  golden  Calx,  which  being  feparated 
by  precipitation  out  of  the  Aqua-regia  with  a  Lixivium,  whll  not 
have  ingrefs  into  2 ,  by  reafon  of  the  ira])urities  that  accompany 
it^  and  therefore  this  golden  Calx  (when  it  is  made  hoc)  kindles, 
and  vehemently  operateth  upon  it  felf,  and  this  is  meerly  ftoin, 
the  Salts. 

From  hence  it  is  clearly  evident  that  the  Calx  of  1»  precipita¬ 
ted  by  Salt,  and  the  Calx  of  ©  by  a  Lixivium,  have  not  any  commu¬ 
nion  with  5,  how  then  can  fuch  a  Calx,  which  is  (now)  at  firft  for¬ 
ced  out  from  many  terreftrial  parts,  and  imperfeft  Metals,  and  fe¬ 
parated  from, them,  have  a  greater  communion  therewithal,  have  in¬ 
grefs  thereinto,  and  conjoin  it  felf  therewith  bydigefting.  Other 
wayes  therefore  muft  be  taken,  by  which  you  may  extraft  the  vo¬ 
latile  and  fixt  Gold,  that  lies  hidden  in  If,  b,  or  2  ;  Now 
many  there  be  who  do  in  vain  fearth  into  thofe  things  which  they 
know  not  the  nature  of,  and  fo  waik  in  darknefs  like  one  that  hath 
already  fallen  into  a  Pit. 

But  if  you  come  to  know  fuch  a  menftruum  or  diflblvent,  which 
is  an  enemy  to  ©  or  >  ,  and  yet  neverthelefs  doth  plainly  diflblve 
1?»  ¥,  2)  and  b,  then  the  fpiritual©  that  lies  hidden,  will  mani- 
feftly  appear  corporeally  and  vifibly,  and  will  pafs  into  the  Afcr- 
curcial  Magnet. 

Kefides,  this  diflblvent  muft  likewife  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  that 
(when  in  the  folution  or  digeftion  of  the  imperfeft  metals,  it  makes 
the  fpiritual  and  volatile  Gold  corporeal,  and  cafts  it  olF  from  iC 
(as  I  may  fay)  by  antipathy  in  the  form  of  a  powder)  this  powder 
may  not  be  environed  with  any  cruftinefs  asabovefaid,  but  that  both 
the  Calx  of  y  and  of  ©  nnay  have  their  natural  metallick  fplenclor, 
whereto  the  2,  may  adhere,  and  may  attraft  unto  it  felf  whatfoe- 
ver  the  diflblvent  feparates  by  the  continual  digeftion. 

Farther,  this  Diflblvent  muft  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as  not  to  bs 
fo  liiarp  as  to  diflbve  the  2  for  then  the  work  would  not  fucceed 
indeed  it  is  fcarcely  neceliary  to  make  ufe  of  the  2 ,  to  receive  into 
it  the  fpiritual  and  fixt  Gold  which  is  feparated  in  the  digeftion 
fixation  and  feparation  of  the  Volatile  ©  of  the  Metals',  for  wheii 
it  is  once  evacuated  it  will  never  again  Occupy  (or  feize  upon)  its 
impure  body ',  yet  notwithftanding  this  chiefly  is  done  for  this  reafon, 
viz-  that  the  fpiritual  0  &  )  in  the  imperfeft  metals  may  be  the  more 
willingly  made  Corporeal,  when  it  finds  a  fitting  fubjeft  wherein  it 
may  lie  hidden  and  reft.  Befides  too,  thisfpirituall  ©  and  >  of  the 
Metals,  is  indued  with  fuch  virtues,  as  that  it  tingeth  fome  part  of 
the  ‘5  into  ©  and  D ,  when  it  hath  thereinto  entred,  whereby  it 
yields  the  more  profit. 

Thus  much  likewife  are  ye  to  know,  that  this  labohr  does  not  only 
proceed  in  the  moift  way,  butalfo  inthedry ',  but  yet  fareafier  iii 
the  moift  than  in  the  dry  way ',  yet  in  the  (dry  way)  a  greater  pro¬ 
fit  is  gotten  in  a  ffiorter  time.  For  like  as  to  one  mcafure  of  Milk 
are  required  i,  2,  3  or  4  fpoonfuls  ofSalt,  that  fo  the  Cheefe  (or 
Curd)  may  be  feparated  from  the  water  (or  whey),  but  there  needs 
not  the  quantity  of  one  fpoonful  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  much  ftron- 
ger  tfian  the  bare  Salt ;  Even  fo  ftands  the  cafe  with  Metalline  ope¬ 
rations  3  for  fay  how  much  the  greater  and  more  powerful  the  Agent 
or  Contrary  is,  fo  much  the  fooncr  and  ftrongcr  doth  it  perfeft  its 
operations.  Hence  it  is,that  where  the  Agent  muft  be  yet  moreftrong- 
ly  aftive(as  in  the  dry  way, it  muft  of  neceffity  be  where  the  ftrong  fire 
adds  virtue  and  vigour  to  the  Agent)  it  being  con fequcntly  morecon- 
trary  (or  powerful)  the  feparation  is  fooner  perfeft ed.  For  example. 
Let  us  fee  how  it  is  with  Milk,  where  i®  or  20  drops  of  Spirit  of  Sale 
feparate  tome  cold  Milk,  there  will  need  but  half  the  quantity 
only  when  the  Milk  is  boil’d  or  otherwife  heated',  even  fois  it  with 
our  Agent,  whereby  we  make  the  Volatile  Gold  in  the  more  vile  oc 
meaner  Metals,  corporeal  and  vifible ',  it  operates  far  more  ftrongly 
in  the  dry  way,  than  in  the  moift  way  •,  for  in  the  dry  way,  the  exter¬ 
nal  fire  aideth  our  fire,  and  hereupon  finifheth  its  operation  fomucli 
the  fooner',  but  in  the  dry  way  muft  another  Magnet  be  made  ufe  of- 

Thus  much  let  fuffice  touching  the  particular  wafhing  or  exter¬ 
nal  purgation  of  the  viler  Metals  as  concerning  the  internal, 
central,  univerlal  wafhing,  by  which  the  interiour  Soul  of  0  dnd 
y  is  extrafted  for  the  Tinfture,  I  do  not  as  yet  (certain)  know  a- 
ny  thing  thereof,  nor  defire  I  te  know  fuch  abftrufe  and  hidden 
things;  content  I  am  with  fuch  things  as  God  of  his  meer  grace 
hath  beftowed  npon  unworthy  me,  and  if  God  /hall  fo  pleafe,  fo 
far  to  profit  mankind  either  by  mins  or  any  others  help,  he  will 
alfo  prefent  aa  occafion  of  laying  hold  thereon  (ri.?:.  on  the  Tin- 
fture)  for  all  good  things  come  from  God.  ,  .  r  o.- 

Now  in  this  aftion'for  operation)  is  required  an  ocular  inrpecjion, 
fuch  great  things  cannot  be  underftood  by  Books  or  Writings, 
and  he  that  defires  to  excel  in  thefe  (operations)  let  him  take  it 
in  good  part,  that  (  I  fay)  he  ought  fr^uently  to  here  me  as  4 
m'aftcr,and  to  fee  me  labouring  about  thefe  things, -which  otherwife 
he  will  never  learn,  for  the  common  Alchymifts  are  plainly  igno¬ 
rant  of  this  work)  yea  the  Ancient  Philofophers  did  hide  it 
as  a  fccret,  the  moft  they  could,  that  fo  it  might  not  be  trodden 

under  foot  by  Swine.  ^  .  ,  -r 

But  whereas  I  do  fo  clearly  fet  down  thefe  tilings,  cthenvije 
than  ever  any  before  hath  done,  the  confiJevation  of  the  time 
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(or  22,6;  requires  it,  ?nd  beft  of  all  known  it  is  to  God,  why  he 
now  delivers  thele  things  to  be  divulged,  f 
hath  been  made  in  the  aforegoing  trcatife  of  ^ 

miahe  be  extraaed,  together  with  the  corporeal,  and  lome  or  other 
wo^uld  perhaps  very  willingly  know  what  is  to 
the  name  of  fpitltual  O  i  think  it  not  much  amifs  a  l.tt  e  mote 
largely  to  explain  thelb  things  for  the  lake  of  the  , 

hvery  Spiritual  thing  is  invihble,  and  void  ’ 

but  row  if  a  body  be  given  thereunto,  m  which  that  fpir.t  may 
S  mSe  corporeal  and  vifiole,  then  the  fpint  is  not  any  mo  e 
a  fnirit  but  is  changed  into  a  body,  if  therefore  the  Spirits  are 
Mod,  they  do  likewife  make  good  Bodies,  and  fo  on  the  contra- 
^  For  all  the  Philofophers  tell  us,_  that  the  Spirit  or  Soul  in 
Jron  and  Copper  is  more  noble  than  in  0  it  felf,  becaule  the  bo¬ 
dy  which  it  dwells  in  is  grofs,  tecreftnal,  and  impure- 
^  The  cafe  then  ftanding  thus,  it  is  no  wonder  that  if  thefe  fpirits 
are  fenarated  by  art  and  force,  and  expelled  from  fuch  grofe  bodies, 
-nd  ioined  to  other  purer  fubjeas,  they  then  produce  fonae  good 
diina.  Would  not  the  other  Bealls  reverence  the  Afs  clad  in  a  Li¬ 
ons  skin,  as  if  he  were  their  King,  and  this  mearly  by  reafon  of 
his  skint  though  inwardly  he  were  an  Afs?  If  fo  beany  man  be 
but  cloathed  in  lilken  rayment,  and  go  gawdily  y  do  not  every  bo¬ 
dy  put  off  their  hats  to  him,  and  honour  him,  though  inwardly  be 
haply  is  a  thief  or  a  knave:,  and  foon  the  contrary,  if  a  moft  ho- 
neft  and  moft  learned  man  go  in  tattered  apparel,  or  at  leaft  in 
mean  rayment ,  is  he  not  rejeaed,  and  delpiled  by  all.  From 
hence  it  lufficiently  appears  howhnifterly  the  common  people  judge 
of  all  things,  and  neglett  the  inhde,  and  only  look  to  the  outlide  Ihew. 
’Fis  the  external  Shape,  according  as  tis  good  or  bad,  that  makes  a 
man  efteemed  by  the  vulgar  either  good  or  bad,comtemptibIe  or  ho- 
nonrable,  though  his  nature  (or  education)poireffcth  other  properties. 

The  like  is  to  be  underftood,  concerning  the  contemptible  Me¬ 
tals,  Mars  and  Fenus,  which  according  to  the  report  of  all  the 
Philofophers  have  more  Tinfture  in  them  than  Sol  it  felf  hath but 
'  vet  by  reafon  of  the  grolTnefs  of  their  bodies  are  they  rejeaed ;  now 
therefore,  by  how  much  better  the  means  or  way  is  by  which  this 
noble  Spirit  is  extraaed,  and  added  to  the  pure  bodies,  fo  much  the 

better  is  the  prod ua.  -r  •  „ 

When  therefore  the  grofs  bodies  of  ^  and  2  are  artificially 
broken,-  and  the  fpirit  dilfolvcd,  and  thence  forced  out,  it  feeks  it 
felfanother  body  wherein  it  may  dwell  and  be  at  reft.  Therefore 
xvhen  we  do  by  artdifturb  (as  I  may  fayj  the  grofs  bodies  of  Mars. 
Fenus,  ^uiiteri  or  Saturn,  and  dilfolve  the  pure  Soul,  and  expel 
it  by  antipathy,  out  of  its  impure  houfes,  and  contemptible  gar¬ 
ments,  and  fet  before  it  a  pure  5,  it  poflelTeth  it,  and  fo  ali^ 
meth  another  nobler  body  than  it  had  before,  and  which  then  is  © 
and  >  ,  according  as  ’tis  managed.  This  is  my  opinion, and  after  the 
fame  manner  is  the  thing  to  be  underftood  concerning  Spiritual  Gold. 

But  what  bufinefs  have  we  here  with  the  Spiritual  ©  of  Metals  ? 
Let  us  b**  content  with  the  Corporeal,  and  leave  the  Spiritual  to 
the  Philofophers,  to  make  the  Tinfture  with.  But  forasmuch  as 
upon  the  occafion  of  my  teaching  the  means  of  extraQing  Corporeal 
0,  I  could  not  leave  the  fpeakingofthe  Spiritual  wholly  untoucht, 
]  made  alfo  fome  kind  of  mention  of  the  fame  •,  and  it  will  be  be¬ 
neficial  to  fome  or  other,  who  till  they  do  underftand  my  mean- 
jn<^,  may  be  content  with  the  Corporeal  @.  But  fuch  as  have  open 
and'  attentive  Ears  to  confider  what  my  drift  is  in  this  difeourfe, 
my  doffrine  will  be  more  profitable  unto  them,  than  either  Sol 

There  is  yet  one  thing  more  to  be  added.  In  fome  places  they 
are  wont  to  reduce  the  Sol  and  Luna  into  a  powder  with  5  >  that 
fo  the  Cxirporeal  ®  and  j  may  be  feparated  and  extracted  from  the 
Stone  (or  Orep,  and  this  is  no  new  or  unheard  of  thing. 

But  thit  is  more  rare  (or  I'eldomer  uled) :  a  Metal  which  hath  not 
as  yet  arrived  to  bis  due  maturity  but  is  as  yet  conjoined  with  his  firft 
ens,  and  confequently  it  flics  avi-ay  in  the  raelqng,and  neither  yields  © 
nor  when  it  (viz.  fuch  a  MetaU  is  commix^:  with  2  fait  and  vinegar, 
and  let’lie  to  aft  upon  each  other  for  fome  days,  it  comes  to  pafs  that 
th'=  Mercury  attrafts  the  immature, Spiritual  ©and  3) ,  and  makes  it 
corporeal  and  fixt.  fo  as  it  may  thenceforward  be  molten.  If  then  the 
Spiritual  0  and  J»  doth  fo  eafily  enter  into  the  5 ,  and  make  it  Cor¬ 
poreal  it  is  yet  much  more  facile  to  be  done  by  my  way,  which 
is  effefted  by  the  help  of  more  ftrong  (or  powerful^  inftruments,  than 
by  bare  ?  only,  and  Salt  and  vinegar,  with  which  they  mix  the 
Metal  with  the  5,  nor  can  they  poffibly  do  fo  much  as  my  fecret 
menftruum  which  penetrateth  all  things. 

When  now  the  Matter,  together  with  the  Salt  and  Vinegar  is 
duly  feparated  from  the  2  by  the  help  of  fair  water,  they  pals  the 


fo  mdeh  of  3)  do  they  receive  in  its  ftead,  which  is  a  thing  well 
worthy  thenoting,  and  deferves  a  farther  inquiry,  and  is  not  hers 
fet  down  in  vain. 

Let  not  any  one  defpife  thefe  few  things  which  I  heve  here  adjoin¬ 
ed,  for  they  compnfe  in  them  moft  great  myfteries*,  yea  and  grea¬ 
ter  than  moft  will  believe. 

Neither  let  any  one  imagine  that  I  will  prcfently  communicate 
this  moft  noble  Secret  (which  clearly  fhines  in  the  dark)  to  every 
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ftranger  •,  no,  no  fuch  matter  •,  I  will  (God  permitting,)  ftiew  thefe 


M  cury  through  a  skin  of  Leather,  which  is  again  ferviceable  for 


the  fam^e  ufes-,^but  that  of  it  which  adheres  to  the  >,  is  thence 
feparatedin  an  Iron  Retort,  then  is  tried  the  weight  of  that  vvhich 
is  feparated,  and  as  much  as  there  vyanteth  ofthe  weightofthc^. 


things  to  my  honeft  friends,  that  fo  it  may  not  perifh  together 
with  me  •,  but  however  I  will  well  think  on  that  muchufed  Proverb, 
Fide,  fed  cui  vide  •,  Truft,  but  fee  whom  you  truft. 

The  have  given  me  this  document-,  many  there 

have  been  who  have  come  unto  me  and  declared  the  miferable 
ftate  they  were  in,  that  what  by  the  Wars,  and  by  other  misfor¬ 
tunes,  they  have  loft  their  Goods,  and  have  begged  me  for  the  love 
of  God,  to  fuccour  them,  by  communicating  to  them  fome  ope¬ 
ration,  whereby  they  might  fuftain  their  lives,  promifing  that  they 
would  requite  this  kindnefs  by  their  earneft  prayers  unto  God  in 
my  behalf. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  words  have  fometimes  moved  me  that  I  have 
given  fome  fecret  to  one  or  other,  and  have  beftowed  on  them  an 
overplus  too  yet  I  obliged  fome  of  them,  that  they  Ihould  con¬ 
vert  it  folely  to  their  own  ufe,  and  not  communicate  it  to  others 
without  my  privity,  which  thing  they  promifed  largely  enough. 
But  as  foon  as  they  have  been  gone  from  me,  they  have  prefcntly  fold 
thofe  fecrets  of  mine  to  others,  and  which  is  more,  to  my  Ene¬ 
mies.  Now  when  by  reafon  of  their  ignorance,  they  did  not  know 
how  to  inftitute  the  operation  aright,  they  falfely  affirmed,  that 
they  bought  this  Art  of  me  at  a  price,  and  that  they  have  been 
cheated  whereas  they  well  know,  that  it  was  pure  afFeftion  in¬ 
duced  me  to  beftow  thefe  things  upon  them  without  any  reward. 

Thefe  and  fuch  ocher  like  ccr]tJ'upct  (or  Gift-hinderers)  have 
deterred  me  from  communicating  any  thing  to  others  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  and  this  I  would  have  every  one  to  confider,  and  not  trou¬ 
ble  me  with  either  Letters  or  Vifits. 

Yet  neverthelefs  I  will  communicate  ftore  of  my  fecrets  unto  my 
Friends,  that  fo  they  may  not  clearly  perifh  with  me,  nor  be 
thrown  to  my  Enemies,  and  fwinifh  men. 

I  have  done  as  much  as  in  me  lay,  nor  will  I  omit  to  do  more 
where  I  fhall  fee  a  grateful  mind*,  in  the  next  place  I  will  (for 
the  fervice  of  my  Friends)  treat  about  and  fhew  in  the  fourth  part  of 
the  Frofperity  o/Germany,  the  Secrets  of  d’JtMr»,  by  what  means  any 
one  that  is  but  a  litcle  verfed  in  managing  the  fire,  may  feek  (or 
make)  fome  Country  fellows,  his  tributaries,  who  may  pay  him  an 
appointed  tribute  every  week  ,  after  the  Example  of  Kings  and 
Princes,  who  beftow  upon  their  faithful  fervants  (that  deferve  well 
of  the  Country  by  their  valour  againft  the  Enemies)  Kingly  gifts 
as  whole  Cityes,  Towns,  Villages,  and  mafiySubjefts  as  an  inhe¬ 
ritance,  of  whom  they  may  afterwads -receive  Tribute  and  live  ve¬ 
ry  abundantly  or  plentifully. 

Now  by  how  much  the  more  Country-men  there  are  that  be 
Subjeft  to  a  noble  man,  fo  much  the  richer  is  he  fuppofed  to  be,  for 
they  pay  the  more  tribute.  And  the  more  Ploughs  the  Country¬ 
man  hatha  going,  the  greater  is  the  tribute  he  pays  his  Lord,  which 
thing  the  governance  of  States  or  Common-weals  iiiducethi,  as  be¬ 
ing  a  juft  thing. 

Now  after  the  fame  manner  as  thefe  things  arc  in  ufe  in  po¬ 
litical  governments,  are  they  alfo  in  Alchimy,  for  it  doth  likewife 
when  we  have  for  fome  time  faithfully  ferved  under  her,  beftow 
on  us  tributary  Country  men  (as  ’twere)  by  way  of  recompence, 
from  whence  we  may  have  Food  and  Rayment. 

The  more  Fields  and  Ploughs  that  we  give  to  thefe  country-folks, 
the  more  Tribute  do  they  pay.  Neither  do  thefe  forfake  their  Ma¬ 
ilers,  for  they  are  fliut  up  in  a  ftall,  and  when  their  bellies  are 
filled  with  Coals,  and  that  they  are  fafe  from  the  Rain  (or  Wea¬ 
ther)  they  are  contented,  and  do  perform  the  bufinefles  that  arc 
impofed  upon  them. 

By  how  many  more  the  Ploughs  are  which  we  give  unto  them 
(though  one  Country -man  can  hardly  manage  above  two  or  three, 
fo  much  the  more  do  they  give. 

Such  Country-men  as  thefe  doth  the  true  Alchimy  diftribute  a- 
mongft  her  Servants,  whereby  they  may  thenceforward  lead  a  qui¬ 
et  Life. 

If  God  fhall  vouchfaft  me  life  and  leifure  yet  a  while  longer,  I 
have  purpofed  with  my  felf  to  bring  moft  mighty  benefits  unto  my 
Country. 

In  the  mean  while,  let  thefe  things  be  accepted  in  good  part, 
Thofe  fame  tributary  Country-men  may  be  Ihewn  my  Friends,  to¬ 
gether  with  fundry  other  profitabl*  Inventions,  in  my  lflbora<< 
tory. 
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THE 

FOURTH  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Profperity  of  GERMANY. 

In  which  are  revealed  many  excellent,  ufefull  Secrets,  and 

fuch  as  are  fcrviceable  to  the  Country :  and  withall,  feveral  Preparations 
of  efficacious  Cates  extracted  out  of  .the  Metals,  and  appointed  to  Phyfi- 
cal  ufes  5  as  alfo  various  Confedions  of  Golden  Potions.  To  which  is 
alfo  adjoyned  a  fmall  Treatife,  which  maketh  mention  of  my  Laboratory^ 
in  the  which  there  fhall  be  taught  and  demonflrated  ( for  the  publick 
good  and  benefit  of  Mankind  )  wonderfull  Secrets,  and  unto  every  body 
tnoft  profitable,  but  hitherto  unknown. 


The  PREFACE  to  the  Friendly  READER. 

ALthough  I promifedl  above  a  year  ago,  in  the  Preface  to  that  Book  which  I  puhlijhed  of  the 
Nature  of  Salts,  that  (  lefides  Salt")  I  would  likewife  adjoyn  fame  Broth  and  fugared 
Sawces  and  Seafonings  to  the  other  Meats  dijht  out  upon  the  Table  :  yet  notwithjlanding 
fuch  as  arefearchers  after  good  Arts,  would  not  in  any  cafe  allow  me  fo  much  time  as  to 
prepare  thofe  Sawces ;  and  being  prepared,  to  dijh  them  forth  upon  the  Table  :  but  earneflly  re^ 
quefied  this  boon  onely,  viz.  that  I  would  not  forget  to  furnifh  the  faid  Table  with  Cheefe  and  But¬ 
ter.  The  fatisfying  of  whofe  requeft,  I  confefs  my  felf  very  ready  to  yield  unto,  nor  doe  I  find  any 
other  olfiacle,  fave  onely  the  jeantnefs  of  time,  which  I  am  conflrained  to  imploy  about  other  affairs 
more  neceffary. 

But  however,  feeing  it  is  efleemed  a  very  praife-worthy  aUion  in  a  Man,  by  diffufing  his  kind- 
neffes  in  many  places  to  benefit  many,  I  have  deemed  it  a  thing  well  worth  while,  to  adjoyn  {fei- 
ting  afide  other  things')  unto  the  afore- difht-out  Meats  thoje  promijed  Sawces,  with  Butter  and 
cheefe,  in  to  boot  •  tut  yet,  with  as  much  brevity  as  conveniently  may  be. 

Had  a  longer  fpace  of  time  been  permitted  me,  I  would  have  clarified  the  Sugar  better,  and 
made  the  Sawces  more  favory,  which  the  ha(fy  pofiing  away  of  time  hath  hindered  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of. 

Befides,  forafmuch  as  1  have  promifed  a  Fourth  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  together 
with  a  dijclofing  of  excellent  metallick  Medicines ,  it  hath  feemed  good  unto  me  (  for  the  fulfilling 
of  my  promife  )  to  publifh  thefe  my  mojl  efficacious  Sawces  under  the  Title  of  the  Fourth  Part  of 
the  Profperity  of  Germany  ;  and  the  rather,  lecaufe  I  have  not  time  fujficient  for  the  defer iptioH 
and  deteliion  of  other  Secrets. 

Now  by  how  much  the  viler  and  more  contemptible  cloathing  thefe  prefeni  Arcana's  do  come  abroad 
in,  fo  much  the  greater  and  more  noble  virtues  do  they  hide  under  their  fordid  or  def pic  able  ray- 
ment.  I  was  of  the  mind,  I  confefs,  to  have  kept  yet  longer  by  me  this  Fourth  Part,  that  fo  {be- 
ing  fent  abroad  to  publick  view  in  a  more  convenient  feafon,  it  mought  have  been  more  adorned  with 
Secrets  of  greater  moment  afore  its  being  exhibited  to  every  ones  view.  And  amonffl  thofe  Secrets, 
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cne  eminent  one^  is  the  Concentration  of  Gold  and  Silver^  and  their  redu^ion  into  fuch  a  form  and 
figure,  as  that  it  cannot  at  all  he  known  ly  our  Enemies  (  who  fometimes  rujh  in  upon  lu  unlookt 
for,  (jvhich  {^fore  afflihiion~\  God  (^of  his  mercy)  keep  us  from.')  And  fo  by  this  means  may 'it 
come  to  pafs,  that  Juch  kind  of  Bodies  being  thus  hidden  under  an  unknown  Garment,  will  not  be 
robb’d  and  taken  away. 

And  whereas  I  have  demonflrated  in  the  foregoing  Third  Part,  by  whtlt  means  great  Treafures  of 
Gold  and  Silver  may  eafily  be  gotten  in  all  places  throughout  all  Germany,  by  the  help  of  my  In¬ 
dentions  ;  1  make  no  quejiion,  {^nor  indeed  can  it  otherwife  be)  but  that  fuch  as  are  diligent 
Houfe-holders  will  liflen  unto  my  fayings,  and  put  in  prallife  many  of  'thofe  things,  efpecially  feeing 
/  will  both  counfel  and  afiifl  them,  as  much  as  in  me  lyes. 

If  now  the  fearching  after  fo  great  Treafures  be  \nor]  tocf  fecurely  and  negligently  handled,  it 
will  undoubtedly  come  to  pafs,  that  our  Country  will  {  by  fuch  a  notable  Medium,  and  fuch  great 
Treafure)  bejendred  even  wholly  invincible.  Hiflory  maketh  mention,  that  the  Agyyytidins  by 
their  skill  in  the  Meliorating  of  Metals)  enjoyed  fuch  vaff  riches,  and  fo  great  a  power,  as  that 
they  cajl  from  off  their  necks  the  Toak  of  Roman  Monarchy,  even  untill'that  time  in.  which  their 
Books  comprifing  the  Art  were  burnt  by  the  Emperour  Dioclefian,  whereby  they  were  enforced  to 
he  fubjell  to  the  Empire  of  Rome.  For  the  mofl  noble  Art  of  Printing  Books  was  in  thofe  days 
unknown,  and  their  Sciences  were  wont  to  be  written  in  Parchment  with  great  labour  and  much  cofi  j 
.  and  undoubtedly  they  were  not  throughly  fiored  with  fuch  kind  of  Books,  ivhereby  the  Romans  did 
tfe  eajilier  get  them  into  their  hands  and  burn  them.  j  r 

' .  Now  when  once  a  Writing  is  committed  to  the  Prefs,  it  may  be  printed  ofi  in  an  almoji- infinite 
Number,  for  a  printer  will  doe  more  in  one  day,  than  a  vaji  multitude  of  Scribes  would  he  able  to 
wfite.  And  being  it  is  fo,  who  could  poffibly  be  able  to  fcrape  together  out  of  all  the  places  of  a 
whole  Country  fuch  a  multitude  of  Books,  thereby -to  root  them  out'  in  the fe  our  times,  and  by  burn¬ 
ing  annihilate  them,  as  the  Romans  did. 

This  one  thing  I  here  fay,  viz.  Did  I  but  know  and  find  that  thofe  things  which  I  have  hitherto 
publijhed,  would  not  onely  be  acceptable,  but  be  alfo  put  in  ufe  and  prallife,  it  would  be  as  a  fpur 
unto  me  to  ftir  me  up  to  adjoyn  to  what  is  already  dune,  more  and  greater  Secrets.  Meanwhile  let 
what  is  at  prefent  offered  be  well  accepted,  and  what  is  promifed,  be  patiently  expelled. 

3UC 


378 


The  Fourth  Fart  of 


Of  the  word  Sawce,  and  what  is  meant  thereby. 

I  Have  obliged  my  felf  by  promife ,  to  adjoyn 
unto  thofe  my  Meats  which  I  have  hitherto 
difht  out  upon  the  Table,  fome  good  Sawce 
and  Pickle;  which  Meats,  feeing  they  appertain 
not  unto  the  plain  common  ways,  but  belong  !to  a 
very  exxellent  Skill  or  Science;  it  is  altogether  need- 
full,  that  the  Sawces  be  correfpondent  thereunto, 
and  that  even  they  as  well  as  the  meats  themlclves, 
be  by  reafon  of  their  favounnefs,  grarefull  unto  the 
Palate.  Now  therefore  as'  in  the  Feafts  of  great 
men,  the  Pickles  are  nor  fet  on  the  Table  afore  the 
Guefts  have  fill’d  rhemfelves  with  Flefli  andFifh,and 
fb  allayed  their  hunger,  but  are  let  afore  them  (after¬ 
wards)  as  fo  many  Vehicles  to  drill,  down  the  Wine 
with  the  greater  dcledfation,  for  fuch  Pickles  do  for 
the  mofl:  part  communicate  a  fweeter  (or  toothfbmer) 
tafl:  to  all  kind  of  Fruits,  Seeds,  and  Spices,  and  Su¬ 
gar  :  So  likewife  muft  I,  in  the  making  and  difhing 
out  fuch  Sawces  for  this  Feaft  of  mine,  mind  onely 
this  bufinefs,  viz.,  to  rake  care  of  providing  my  ftlf 
of  the  befi:  Sugar,  and  choice  Spices ;  and  thefb  are 
extradlabic  onely  out  of  the  Metals ;  Saturn  afford¬ 
ing  Sugar,  and  Sol  and  Lune  yielding  moft  fweet 
Spiceinefs, 

But  afore  I  difh  out  my  Pickles,  I  have  thought 
■good  to  fet  afore  them  a  fweet  Broth  or  Seafoning, 
[together]  with  Butter  and  Cheefe ,  that  haply  one 
or  other  of  my  Guefts  are  minded  to  dip  a  piece  of 
Roaft-meat  therein,  or  elfe  to  taft  of  my  Butter  and 
Cheefe,  whereby  they  may  with  the  greater  delight 
tail  the  fweetnefs  of  the  following  Sawces. 


And  although  I  was  minded  to  exhibit  in  this 
place  fome  excellent  and  efficacious  Metallick  Saw¬ 
ces  :  yet  notwithftanding  I  could  not  chufe  but  firft 
prefent  you  with  a  forerunner  as  ’twere,  fignifying 
unto  you,  how  that  by  the  help  of  Salt  good  Broths 
and  Sawces  may  be  made  out  of  the  Vegerables,and 
Sawces,  fervihg  for  the  bettering  of  Cheefe  and  But¬ 
ter  made  out  of  Animals ;  that  fo  my  Treati/e  of  ? 
the  Nature  of  Salts  may  not  be  at  all  defedive,  and 
that  every  one  may  fee  what  a  moft  noble  and  moft 
excellent  Creature  Salt  is,  .which  is  capable  of  ex¬ 
alting  the  Animals,  Vegetables  and  Minerals  to  a 
far  more  worthy  degree  by  fo  excellent  a  Meliora¬ 
tion  of  them. 

Salt  and  Vinegar  are  commonly  reputed  to  be  the 
beft  Sawce,  and  'tis  moft  truly  fpoken ;  For  amongft 
all  the  Sawces  and  Seafonings  put  unto  Adeats,  Salt 
and  Vinegar  bear  the  bell  ;  now  the  Vinegar  is  for 
the  moft  part  made  of  Wine,  Fruits,  Ale,  Honey  : 

But  as  for  Salt,  if  it  be  turned  by  diftillation  and 
redlification  into  a  fweet  and  acid  Spirit,  it  becomes 
a  fweet  and  ftrong  Vinegar,  and  to  be  preferred  be¬ 
fore  all  others ;  fo  that  there’s  no  need  at  all  of  the  I 
Vinegar  of  Wine,  Ale,  Honey,  and  Fruits.  We  will 
therefore  fhew  unto  fuch  as  are  defirous  of  fweet  or 
favoury  Sawces  and  Picklings  needfull  for  Flefh  and 
Fifh,  and  of  well  tafted  Cheefe  and  Butter,  the 
way  of  preparing  the  fame  by  the  help  of  Salt ; 
whereby  a  Man  may  make  himfelf  for  his  own 
Kitchin  ule  or  Cookery,  various  Sawces  as  him  lif-  | 
teth.  And  having  ffiewn  this,  we  will  proceed  on 
to  the  dcfcription  of  metallick  Sawces. 

He  that  is  defirous  ot  a  good  Sawce  or  Pickle  fit 
for  Flefh  and  Fifh,  will  not  find  any  thing  that  is 
more  fit  or  proper  than  a  well-prepared  and  re<ftifi- 
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ed  Spirit  of  Salt,  the  which  he  may  prepare  with 
whatfoever  Herbs  and  Spices  he  pleafeth,  according 
as  is  agreeable  to  his  Palate. 

For  example,  Like  as  otherwife  moft  acceptable 
I  Broaths  or  Sawces  are  wont  to  be  made  with  Wine, 

,  Vinegar,  Pepper,  and  other  Spices,  and  are  put  un¬ 

to  the  Boiled  or  Baked  Flefhor  Filhin  the  fame  Difli, 
or  let  by  the  fame  in  little  Sawcers,  that  fo  all  thofe 
i  Meats  may  leave  the  more  gratefull  taft  upon  the 
I  Palate  :  Even  fb  may  the  lame  be  erfeded  with  Spi- 
!  fit  of  Salt,  and  that  far  more  commodioufly,  and  to 
I  better  profit  than  if  Wine  or  Vinegar  were  made  ule 
I  of  to  the  confedion  of  thole  well  tailed  Sawces.  But 
!  it  is  my  Spirit  of  Salt  I  here  fpeak  of,  (which,  being 
'  prepared  according  to  my  prefcription,  is  of  a  molt 
i  delicate  pleafantnels,)  and  not  of  that  which  is  moft 
!  an  end  fold  in  the  Apothecaries  Shops,  and  in  other 
i  fuch  like  places^  and  is  for  the  moft  part  ill  prepared, 

:  and  notat  all  reditied,  and  confequently  by  its  un- 
gratefull  (harp  and  harfli  taft,  it  provokes  to  Vomit, 

I  if  it  be  taken  into  the  Stomach;  ’Tis  like  wile  of  a 

’  yellowilh  colour,  and  with  its  lharp  conftridion 
draws  up  the  Tongue,  whereas  it  Ihould  be  more 
I  clear  and  tranfparent  than  Fountain  Water,  and  by 
!  the  pleafantnels  of  its  acidity  excell  the  Juices  of  Ap- 
i  pies.  Grapes,^  or  Limons.  And  being furnifhed  with 
fuch  a  Iweet’or  pleafant  Juice  of  Salt,  I  need  not 
any  Wine,  Vinegar,  or  other  lharp  Juices  of  Grapes, 
Limons,  Rafp  Berries,  Sorrel,  and  the  like,  to  give 
a  pleafant  and  favoury  tall  unto  my  Flelh  or  Filh  : 
for  it  may  be  done  far  better  with  this  good  Spirit  of 
Salt,  than  with  Wine  or  Vinegar  :  For,  that  Spirit 
of  Salt  ferves  inftead  of  them  all,  nor  is  it  at  all  fubjed 
to  corrupt  as  other  Juices  are,  but  conlerves 
it^  fweet  and  plealant  elience  without  any  decay. 
But  if  you  would  make  ule  thereof  fingly  or  alone, 
then  mull  a  little  Water  or  Sugar  be  mixed  there- 
with,  that  the  acidity  or  lharpnefs  thereof  may  be  a 
little  allayed,  and  thus  may  it  ferve  inftead  of  a 
Sawce  to  be  added  to  either  baked  or  boiled  Flelh 
||  or  Fifli.  But  now  if  a  man  be  minded  to  add  green 
■  Herbs  for  alterations  lake  of  the  taft,  fuch  as  are 
'^Parlly,  Garden  CrelTes,  Spanilh  Pepper,  and  the 
like;  he  may  beat  or  Ihred  them  liaiall  and  moiften 
1  them  with  Spirit  of  Salt  allayed  with  Water,  and  fo 
put  them  inftead  of  a  cold  Sawce  to  Flefh  and  Fifh. 
Bur  if  now  the  Sawce  is  to  be  poured  warm  to  the 
Filh  and  Flelh,  then  mull  a  little  Butter  be  thereto 
i  ufed,  and  that  on  this  wife  following.  Take  fome 
I  pure  and  clean  Water,  and  make  it  lomewhat  fhar- 
per  (with  good  Spirit  of  Salt)  then  ftr-ong  Wine, 
Vinegar,  put  thereunto  fome  good  Salt  Butter  or 
Frelh,  at  your  plealiire ;  and  likewile  fuch  Spice  as 
(belkles  Pepper,  Ginger,  Nutmeg,  and  fuch  like) 

I  you  lift  to  add,  as  alio  Salt  if  need  be  ;  put  it  in^a 
little  Earthen  Glazed  Pot,  and  not  in  a  Copper  or 
Iron  Veilel,  for  they  are  altogether  unfit  lor  this 
Operation  ;  let  the  ifot  over  a  tew  Coals  and  heat  it 
j  gently  to  melt  the  Butter,  then  ftir  it  throughly 
j  about  vyithout  cealing,  with  a  Wooden  Spoojj,  and 
i  then  being  molten  it  alfumes  to  it  felfthe  faline  Vi- 
j  negar,  and  the  Sawce  becomes  thickifh,  the  which 
:  mull  be  then  poured  out  to  the  boild,  and  leafoned 
Flefh  or  Filh.  But  if  green  Herbs,  as  Chervil, 
Parfly,  Creli'es,  Viperitts  or  Spanilh  Pepper,  and 
fuch  like  are  to  be  adjoyned  thereunto,  you  may 
i  bruife  or  chop  them  Imall,  and  then  put  them  into 
i  the  Pot  unto  your  hot  Broath  or  Sawce,  and  mix 
them  well  together,  and  then  prelently  pour  out 
your  Sawce  to  the  Hefh  or  Fifh,  for  by  this  means 


the  Herbs  retain  their  tall  and  greennefs,  and  fo 
delight  the  Eyes  with  their  lovely  afped,  and  pleale 
the  Palate  with  their  pleafant  taft,  which  would  not 
be  if  they  boiled  much  with  the  Liquour,  for  then 
they  would  lofe  both  their  fubtile  taft  and  green  co¬ 
lour.  Moreover,  you  are  warily  to  obferve  in  this 
thing,  that  this  Broath  ot  Sawce  be  not  let  lie  u^- 
on  the  Coals  too  long,  arid  fb  the  Acetum  feparateit 
lelfagain  from  the  Butter  ;  which  to  prevent,  there 
may  be  mixt  with  the  Sawce  one,  two,  or  three 
yelks  of  Eggs,  which  being  well  ftirred  with  the 
fame  makes  it  the  thicker,  and  better  to  flick  on  to 
the  fopping ’when  you  take  it  out  of  the  Difh  where 
the  Flefh  or  Fifh  is  hm  : 

Such  Sawces  do  give  the  Fifli  eithbr  boiled  or  fri¬ 
ed,  a  moft  acceptable  taftj  and  probably  if  fome  Su¬ 
gar  be  thereto  added  it  would  do  very- well  for  Flelh 
too.  Butyet,  fharp  Juices  or  Broaths  are  better  and 
more  agreeable  for  Fifh;  Now  after  this  manner 
may  every  one  make  his 'own  Sawce  ashelifteth, 
and  render  the  fame  with  fome  Herbs  and  Spices, 
the  more  favoury  unto  his  Palate  ;  and  confequently 
needs  not  either  Wine  or  Vinegar,  nor  any  other 
acid  things. 

If  any  one  has  but  any  pure  an'd  clean  Spirit  of 
Salt  at  hand,  he  may  (by  the  addition  of  certain 
Herbs  and  Spices)  prepare  his  Sawce  as  bell  likes 
him,  and  make  it  far  more  pleafant  and  delightlbme 
than  if  it  were  made  with  Wine,  Vinegar,  or  Ale- 
Vinegar,  nor  can  you  get  thefo  every  where  neither. 
But  the  Spirit  of  Salt  may  be  prepared  and  fo  had 
every  where,  and  therefore  on  that  account  too  is 
it  defer^edly  to  be  preferred  before  all  other  foafon- 
ings. 

Nowin  the  Winter  Seafon,  when  green  Herbs 
are  not  to  be  gotten,  the' pounded  Roots  of  Spanilh 
Pepper  may  ferve,  or  Muftard  Powder  reduced  with 
Sugar  and  Spirit  of  Salt  into  hot  and  cold  Sawces. 
Nor  would  1  have  any  o’ne  to  be  fo  bold  [and  foo- 
lifh]  as  to  contemn  thefo  my  Sawces  Tfore  he  hath 
tailed  of  the  lame  ;  for  Indoubt  not  but  that  if  he  once 
com^  to  fall  the  delightfome  pleafantnels  of  the  fame, 
he  will  prefer  them  aforb  all  other,  and  will  give  the 
Vinegar  of  Salt  its  due  honour. 

And  now  to  give  an  experiment,  taken  out  of  the 
Treafury  of  Salt,  unto  thofe  that  are  delighted  with 
the  taft  of  good  Butter  and  Cheefe ;  let  them  liflen 
unto  thofe  things  which  here  follow;  If  thou  art 
delirous  to  prepare  a  durable  Cheefe  of  Cows  Milk, 
and  luch  Cheefe  as  hath  all  the  tokens  -of  a  good 
Cheefe,  'vtz..  fuch  as  is  weighty,  compaft,  dole 
without  Eyes,  and  putrifying  Holes,  void  offliml- 
nels  and  bad  fmell,  thou  may’ll  be  a  Mailer  of  thy 
defire  by  obferving  the  folfowing  Operation. 

Take  of  Cows  Milk,  Sheeps  or  Goats- Milk,  or 
of  either  of  thefo  which  thou  haft  at  hand,  as  much 
as  thou  plcafell,  or  as  much  as  is  fufficient,  (but  a-* 
mongft  thefo  Milks,  Goars  Milk  is  thb  belt.  Sheeps 
next,  and  Cow  Milk  inferlour  to  the  other  two  both 
in  goodnefs  and  excellency :  )  Fleat  it  at  the  Fire, 
and  pour  it  out  into  a  wooden  Velfol  fN'.  B.  Iron 
and  Copper  Velfels  are  nonto  be  uled  in  this  wayj 
and  reduce  the  Milk  into  a  Curd  by  the  pouring  on 
of  Spirit  of  Salt.  Now  one  Spoonful!*  of- this  Spirit 
is  enough  to  curdle  ten  meafures  of  Milk.  This 
done,  and  the  Milk  and  Spirit  of  Salt  having  been 
well  ftirred  about  with  a  wooden  Ladle  and  curdled, 
put  the  fame  into  Hair  Strainers  or  in-  very  clean 
Linnen  ones,  that  fo  the  Whey  may  drain  out  and 
be  feparated,  then  gather  up  the  ends  of -j^our  Strai¬ 
ner, 
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ner,  and  lay  thereon  heavy  weights  and  Iqueeze  out 
all  the  wheyiih  moifture.  Then  take  your  Cheefe 
out  of  thele  Strainers,  and  put  it  into  wooden  Vef- 
lels,  and  there  break  it  into  fmall  bits  or  pieces ; 
which  being  thus  broken,  fprinkle  fbme  Salt,  and 
fome  of  your  pure  Spirit  of  Salt  too  thereupon,  and 
mix  all  well  together  with  a  wooden  Ladle  or  with 
your  hands  well  cleanfed ;  Being  thus  mixed,  fill 
yourVeflels  or  Cheefe  Fats  [which  let  be]  greater 
and  lefl'er  [  as  need  is,  ]  and  Iqueeze  and  comprefs 
the  matter  well  in,  as  they  are  wont  to  do  in  ma¬ 
king  of  Cheefes.  Then  expofe  them  to  the  warm 
Air,  and  dry  them,  and  it  will  give  you  compacl 
and  durable  Cheefes,  not  unlike  to  thofe  they  call 
Parmelant,  and  fuch  as  will  be  void  of  Eyes,  and 
of  foetid  and  putrid  Holes,  Slimynefe,  and  fuch  like 
defedts  ufually  incident  to  the  common  Cheefes,  nay 
they  never  are  obnoxious  to  thofe  faults. 

The  realbn  is,  becaufe  the  firfl:  Coagulation  or 
Congelation  of  the  Milk  is  made  by  the  help  of  pure 
Spirit  of  Salt,  which  defends  from  all  putrefadion, 
and  not  by  the'  help  of  the  foetid  putrid  Ren¬ 
ner,  from  which  nothing  can  proceed  but  Rotten- 
nefs  and  Worms. 

Then  farther,  the  Spirit  of  Salt  being  together 
with  [Crude]  Salt  fprinkled  thereupon  (after  the 
fqueezing  out  of  the  Whey)  doth  in  an  efpecial 
manner  refill:  all  that  putrefadlion  that  is  wont  to 
be  in  Cheefes,  and  condenfeth  the  Cheefes,  and  im¬ 
pedes  any  fermentation,  which  dilatcth  the  laid 
Cheefes  and  makes  them  fpongious  and  porous  ; 
and  by  thus  condenfing  them,  it  makes  them  remain 
fafe  and  free  from  all  putrefadion. 

Such  Cheefe  therefore  as  is  brought  to  this  pcr- 
fedion ,  doth  well  deferve  the  preheminence  above 
the  reft,  and  is  extolled  by  the  praife  of  thofe  An¬ 
cient  Verfes,  viz,. 

(dalen^ 

Good  Cheefe  muft  neither  Argus  hQ^Largus  nor  Mag- 
MethuJelahj  nor  Habhacuck^  nor  Laz,arusy  [Amen.] 

That  is,  it  muft  not  be  eyed  like  Argus y  nor  tough 
like  LargtiSy  nor  hairy  and  crying  like  MagdaleUy 
nor  hoary  like  Methujalensy  nor  light  like  Habbacucky 
nor  full  of  ftinking  holes  and  rotten  fores  like  Laza¬ 
rus  :  which  defeds  if  Cheefe  wanteth,  it  well  merits 
the  title  of  goodnefs :  and  fuch  are  thofe  Cheefes 
which  are  made  by  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt; 
do  but  make  fuch  a  Cheefe  and  try  whether  or  no 
it  will  not  be  of  a  mdre  pleafing  relilh  than  all  others 
are. 

Such  Cheefes  are  never  corrupted,  they  never 
become  tenacious,  limber,  full  of  holes,  and  worms. 
The  Spirit  of  Salt  being  poured  into  the  holes  of 
Sheep  Milk  Cheefe,  or  Cow  Milk  Cheefe,  doth  ei¬ 
ther  kill  all  the  Worms  or  caufe  them  to  get  packing, 
it  contradeth  the  holes,  and  turns  the  bad  Cheefes 
into  good  ones,  and  this  my  felf  have  tried. 

Thus  friendly  Reader,  baft  thou  learned  how  to 
make  a  fit  Sawce  for  Fifh  and  Flefh,  and  likewife 
good  and  durable  Cheefe ;  it  now  remains  that  wc 
teach  thee  how  alfo  to  make  good  Butter.. 

If  you  are  defirous  of  making  good  Butter  by  the 
help  of  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  fuch  as  is  dainty,  pure 
and  yellow,  and  of  a  moft  delicate  taft,  and  Ihch  as 
will  no,t  eafily  contrad  a  ranck  taft,  you  may  ob¬ 
tain  your  defire  by  proceeding  on  this  wife.  Take 
off  the  Cream  from  good  Cow  Milk,  and  make  it 
into  Butter,  afore  it  be  any  thing  mouldy,  or  of  an 
wnpleafant  taft,  and  feparate  the  Butter-milk  accor¬ 


ding  to  the  ufual  cuftom,  then  put  the  Butter  in  a 
wooden  Vellel,  and  wafh  it  fb  long  in  pure  cold  Salt 
Water,  until!  there  be  no  more  Wheyifhnefs  left, and 
that  the  Salt  Water  do  come  off  thencefrom,  asclear 
as  it  was  at  firft  putting  on,  and  that  the  Butter  ap¬ 
pears  fufficiently  clean,  which  wafii  it  once  agen, 
on  this  wife  following.  Diffolve  in  pure  and  redi- 
fied  Spirit  of  Salt,  as  much  Salt  as  it  will  diffolve  in 
the  cold  ;  And  herewithall  wafh  your  Butter  anew, 
yet  feveral  times,  and  work  it  well  with  that  Spirit* 
and  by  thus  proceeding  will  it  abfume  the  refiduc  of 
the  Wheyifhnefs  which  is  the  caufe  and  rife  of  rank- 
nefs,  and  which  common  Salt  Water  could  not  re¬ 
move.  This  done,  the  Butter  is  to  be  feafbned  with 
common  Salt  according  to  the  ufual  manner,  and 
thus  will  ic  abide  perfedly  good  for  a  long  time. 
But  now  the  big  Sea  Salt  is  accounted  the  fitteft  for 
this  purpofe,  which  being  a  little  heated  red  hot  in 
the  Fire,  comes  to  be  of  a  very  delicate  whirenefs, 
and  doth  the  eafier  admit  of  redudion  into  fine  Pow¬ 
der  ,  and  is  better  than  that  which  is  boiled  up  in  Iron, 
or  Leaden  Pans  or  Cauldrons. 

N.  B.  But  he  that  can  get  fuch  a  pure  fort  ofSak 
of  a  fexangular  fhape  like  a  Dye,  as  is  prepared  in 
my  Laboratory,  he  may  ufe  that,  as  being  by  far 
the  purer.  As  for  the  Veffel  it  felf  wherein  to  the  But¬ 
ter,  prepared  and  cleaned  after  the  aforementioned 
manner,  is  to  be  put,  it  muft  be  ordered  on  this 
wife  following.  You  muft  get  you  a  new  Oaken 
Barrel,  and  fo  fteep  it  in  ftrong  Salt  Water,  not  the 
common  [Sea  Water,]  as  that  it  may  well  imbibe 
the  Salt  into  this  Veffel  muft  the  Butter,  wafht  as 
aforefaid,  be  preft  and  thruft  in  fo  tight  and  clofe, 
that  there  may  not  be  any  hole  or  gaping  place  left 
therein ;  but  you  muft  leave  two  Fingers  breadth 
in  the  Barrel  at  top  of  the  Butter,  which  is  to  be 
filled  up  with  Spirit  of  Salt,  glutted  with  good  and 
pure  Salt  diffolved  therein,  that  fo  the  Butter  may 
be  well  covered  over,  and  all  Air  being  excluded,  it 
may  keep  fine  and  favoury  a  long  time.  Now  when 
you  would  Difh  out  fome  of  this  Butter  on  the  T  a- 
ble,  you  muft  take  it  out  of  your  Tub  with  a  clean 
Wooden  Spoon,  and  not  an  Iron  one,  and  wafh 
the  fame  in  pure  and  clear  Water  afore  you  eat  it, 
if  you  would  not  have  it  retain  the  fharpnefs  of  the 
Spirit  of  Salt.  . 

Well,  here  is  yet  a  better  way  ftill,  viz.  Take 
new  Butter  and  let  it  melt  very  gently  over  the 
Coals,  and  it  will  be  covered  over  with  much  fro¬ 
thy  Cheefynefs,  let  that  froth  be  neatly  feummed 
off ;  which  being  fo  done,  it  will  look  in  the  Pot 
like  to  a  pure  and  clear  Oil,  pour  it  out  very  clear¬ 
ly  into  another  Veffel,  that  the  fediment  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  may  abide  behind.  This  Butter  when  ’tis  cold 
looks  juft  like  yellow  Wax,  but  yet  is  it  a  little  foft 
ter  than  it  ought  to  be,  and  therefore  it  muft  be  well 
wrought  its  due  time  with  Spirit  of  Salt  impregnated 
with  new  Salt,  that  it  may  obtain  the  hardnefs  of 
common  Butter,  and  then  be  faked,  and  barrel’d 
up,  and  kept  for  ufe,  which  will  be  far  better  than 
the  common  Butter.  For  although  this  purging  it 
by  the  Fire  takes  from  it  all  its  Cheefynefs,  from 
which  it  had  its  hardnefs  ;  yet  notwithftanding  the 
Spirit  of  Salt  gives  unto  it  a  far  different  and  much 
better  hardnefs,  and  caufeth  it  to  exccll  all  other 
forts  in  goodneft  and  long  keeping. 

Thcfe  things  was  I  willing  to  take  out  of  my  Kit- 
chin  and  fet  afore  you,  namely  Sawce,  Cheefe,  and 
Butter  of  good  and  exquifite  taft,which  if  they  pleafe 
not  the  Palate  of  feme  or  other,  I  would  have  him 

even 
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even  forbear  to  ufe  them.  It  is  not  without  fome 
weighty  caufe  that  I  have  done  thefe  things,  which 
1  well  know  will  undoubtedly  undergo  the  perverfe 
Cenliires  of  Spies  and  Mockers,  who  probably  will 
I  fay,  what  Womanilh  Toys,  and  Childrens  Baubles 
doth  Glauber  here  Tattle  about,  making  himlelf  a 
Laughing  Stock  to  the  Women,  and  Female  Sex, 

I  who  will  fay  of  him,  that  by  his  teaching  to  rnake 
!  Butter  and  Cheefe,  he  hath  thruft  his  Sickle  into 
the  Womens  Harveft.  VVell,  let  them  prate  as 
pleafeth  them,  Geefe  are  not  wont  to  utter  ought 
clfe  but  a  Godle  like  Gagling.  For  my  part  I  minded 
i  nothing  elfe  but  to  have  this  Treatife  be  a  meer  Wo¬ 
man’s  Work,  and  Boys  Pla>%  [but  yet]  it  will  re- 
'  veal  to  the  Ignorant  more  good,  than  [is  attainable] 
bv  the  perverfe  inftru(n;ions  of  all  fiich  Authours 
whofe  Writings  are  Spinn’d  out  to  that  height  offiib- 
tility  as  to  exceed  every  ones  Capacity. 

’Tis  not  every  one  that  will  eafily  apprehend  thofe 
I  [Knacks]  which  I  teach  and  reveal  under  this 
i  Cheefe-making  Trade,  and  thefe  Kitchin  Operations ; 
j  nor  indeed  doth  it  much  matter  that  they  fhould 
I  underftand.  God  will  open  the  Eyes  of  fuch  as  he 
Ihall  judge  worthy  of  fuch  great  gifts,  and  will  con 
ceal  and  hide  the  fame  from  the  Proud  and  Wicked 
Crew. 

Having  thus  finilhed  this  Cheefe  and  Butter-ma¬ 
king  :  Let  us  in  Gods  Name  enter  upon  another 
Work  of  Women,  and  Boys  Play,  which  Kitchin¬ 
like  Labour,  and  Cheefe  and  Butter  making,  is 
meerly  metallick  and  doth  far  excell  in  excellency 
and  nobility  the  hitherto  delcribed  Operations,  al¬ 
though  it  be  performed  by  the  help  of  the  felf  fame 
Salt.  For  without,  Salt  no  imperfedl:  Metal  can 
be  really  bettered,  the  very  title  of  the  Art  it  felf 
wirnefTing  as  much,  which  being  ftiled  Alchymy, 
fignifies  no  other  thing  than  a  melting  of  Salt :  but 
yet  I  do  not  not  tell  what  kind  of  Salt  is  here  to  be 
underftood,  [or,  that  any  kind  of  Salt  is  here  meant] 
b«t  thus  much  onely  do  I  averr,  that  the  tranfmu- 
tations  of  the  Inferiour  Metals  muft  be  effedted  by 
Salt. 

Now  then,  forafmuch  as  this  Treatife  of  mine  de 
pends  on  a  former,  intituled  of  the  nature  of  Salts, 
as  being  an  overplus ;  fo  it  is  likewife  altogether  ne- 
celTary,  that  inftead  of  Fruit  and  Sugar,  1  ufe  Salts 
and  Metals  about  the  preparation  of  thefe  my  Saw- 
ces. 

And  whereas  the  making  of  the  Sawces  [  or 
Sweet  meats]  with  Sugar,  doth  not  onely  belong  to 
the  meaner  Sex,  but  aUo  to  the  more  noble,  and  yet 
ncverthelefs  the  Operation  it  felf  is  nothing  elfe  but 
a  meet  wafhing  and  boiling,  and  a  true  Womens 
Work,  we  will  therefore  in  our  defeription  bring 
the  fame  upon  the  Stage  under  the  Title  of  the  Work 

I  of  Women,  and  Play  of  Children. 

If  we  rightly  look  upon  the  Work  of  Women, 
and  compare  our  metallick  labour  therewithal!,  there 
prefents  it  felf  unto  us,  a  very  notable  agreeablenefs 
betwixt  them.  The  Womens  Work  is  to  boil  and 
i  wafh,  and  when  they  are  about  to  boil,  they  let 
I  their  Pots  over  the  Fiie,  and  having  wafht  their 
j  Flefh,  they  ft  row  thereon  fbme  Salt  and  Spices,  and 
!  boil  the  fame  in  the  laid  Pots  with  Water,  VVine, 
or  Vinegar,  till  it  be  tender,  and  become  fit  to  be 
eaten.  They  likewife  feed  the  Fire  they  boil  withal) 
by  putting  VVood  thereon,  whereby  the  heat  may 
i  be  kept  up,  and  no  impediment  may  betide  their 
j  Work  :  And  this  is  the  way  and  method  obferved 
by  the  Female  Sex  in  their  boiling. 


j  But  as  to  their  wafhing  off-  the  filth  from  their 
ICloaths,  they  are  wont  in  the  firft  place  to  pour 
hot  Water  thereupon  thereby  to  wafh  off  the  more 
grofs  part  of  the  Dirt ;  and  then  they  ufe  a  fharp 
Lee,  or  fbme  Sope,  or  even  both  together  to  take 
away  the  remainder  of  the  filth,  and  to  wafh  out 
all  the  Spots  and  Dirt,  then  do  they  agen  wafh  off 
the  Sope  and  Lee  with  fair  and  hot  Water  :  Bur  as 
for  the  odour  that  the  Sope  leaves,  and  which  by  no 
wafhing  how  much  or,  how  oft  fbever  it  be  done  can 
be  carried  off,  to  get  that  off  I  fay  they  are  wont  to 
lay  their  Linnen  out  in  the  open  Field,  and  fprin- 
kle  and  moiften  it  with  pure  Water,  which  being 
dried  by  the  San,  Air,  and  Wind,  they  do  agen 
repeat  the  fame  labour,  untill  all  the  ftinking  fmell 
of  the  Sope  be  drawn  forth  by  the  Sun  and  the  Air, 
and  a  better  and  more  wholfbme  Odour  come  in  its 
room.  Then  at  laft  they  dry  them  at  the  Air  and 
Sun,  and  being  dry,  they  fold  them  up  and  put 
them  in  their  Chefts  and  Trunks,  and  keep  them 
for  their  ufe 

Juft  fb  do  we  deal  with  Metals,  when  we  wafh 
off  their  defi’ements,  and  do  by  boiling  turn  them 
into  wholfbme  Food  or  Medicaments ;  but  yet  we 
do  not  ufe  common  Vinegar,  common  Salt,  and 
common  Spices,  but  mineral  or  metallick  fubjects, 
as  alfb  a  duplicate  Fire,  'vix,.  one  of  them  is  a  fecrer, 
philofbphical,  moift,  cold,  and  vaporous  Fire  ;  and 
the  other  is  the  elementary  and  common  Fire,  by 
which  we  ftir  up  the  former  Philofbphical  Fire  to 
difplay  its.^irtues,  and  render  itpowerfull  and  effi¬ 
cacious. 

The  elementary  Fire.we  make  with  Wood,  Coles, 
or  Oil:  The  univerfal  Agent,  or  Philofbphical, 
Cold,  Moift,  Digefting,  Penetrating,  Mundifying, 
Bettering,  and  not  Burning,  but  Conferving,  and 
vaporous  Fire,  we  feek  for  in  Salt,  and  leave  the 
Operation  to  the  vivifying  Sun  and  Air  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  well  done,  we  obtain  wonderfull  Plants,  and 
moft  efficacious  Food,  or  Sawce  for  our  Life. 

And  forafmuch  as  my  purpofe  here  is,  to  treat  of 
fuch  metallick  and  medicinal  Sawces,  I  will  here  in 
God’s  name  adjoyn  fome  of  them,  which  being  as  fb 
many  famplers  or  patterns, every  one  may  at  his  plea- 
fure  imitate  in  compofing  and  making  of  the  like. 
And  he  will  here  find  a  way  of  confedingfbme  good 
Medicament,  as  clearly  and  evidently  demonftrated 
by  me  as  was  lawfull  for  me  to  do,  nor  was  it  in  my 
power  to  difeover  the  fame  more  perfpicuoufly  :  And 
therefore  I  befeech  every  one  to  take  in  good  part 
what  is  here  prefented,  and  to  forbear  to  trouble 
me  for  the  time  to  come  with  needlefs  queftions. 

So  then,  feeing  I  am  about  to  treat  in  this  place  of 
metallick  Sawces,  it  is  alfb  behovefull  to  have  a  me¬ 
tallick  Sugar  and  Spice,  and  this,  Saturn  will  afford 
us  in  the  fteed  of  the  common  [Sugar]  by  whofe 
help  we  reduce  Sol  and  Lune  as  being  moft  excellent 
Spices,  into  moft  effedual  Medicines. 

Nor  would  I  have  it  feem  ftrange  to  any  one  that 
I  ufe  Lead  here  inftead  of  Sugar,  for  the  inmoft  juice 
of  Lead,  doth  exceedin^y  out-go  the  fweetnefs  of 
any  Sugar,  which  thing  Ijaac  Holland  doth  very  evi¬ 
dently  teftifie  in  his  Treatife  of  Saturn.  The  Ghy- 
mifts  do  frequently  extract  a  fweet  Salt  out  of  Lead, 
with  diftilled  Vinegar,  and  call  it  the  Sugar  of  Lead, 
and  do  very  well  know  and  find  that  theie  is  fuch  a 
fweetnefs  in  Lead  as  is  not  in  any  other  Metal  befidc. 
From  it  therefore  will  we  prepare  our  Sugar  to  make 
our  metallick  Sawces  wit  hall,  as  follows. 


F  f  f  f  f 
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Take  of  Lead-afties  one,  two,  three,  or  more 
pounds,  which  put  in  a  ftrong  well  glazed  Earthen 
Pot  tlien  pour  thereupon  fome  Wine  or  Ale,  Vi- 
ne<^ar  or  Vinegar  of  Honey,  as  much  as  may  over 
top  it  an  hands  breadth.  Set  your  Pot  upon  the 

Coals  and  make  the  Vinegar  boil.  .  ,  . 

N.  B.  The  Afhes  areto  be  uncelTantly  ftirred,  in 
the  boiling  with  a  wooden  Spatula,  lelf  they  gather 
into  one  entire  folid  Mafs :  After  that  the  Vine¬ 
gar  has  boiled  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  is  be¬ 
come  yellow,  and  as  fweec  as  Sugar,  you  muft  de¬ 
cant  it  from  the  Afhes,  and  pour  on  more,  and  agen 
boil  it,  and  extract  more  fweetnefs,  and  this  labour 
muft  you  repeat  _fb  often  untill  the  Vinegar  can  ex- 
tradt  no  more  fweetnefs ;  then  having  put  all  thefe 
Vinegars  together,  pour  them  gently  off  from  the 
Fteces  that  fettle  in  the  bott?om  ofthe  Veffel,  and 
being  thus  feparated,  filter  the  fame  through  Cap 
Paper  or  by  a  filter,  that  fb  the  Liquors  may  be 
very  clear,  and  may  give  you  by  feparation,  that 
fweetnefs  of  the  Lead  which  they  hold  up  in 
them. 

into  thefe  clear  Vinegars,  therefore  being  put  in  a 
Glafs  Vefiel,  pour  thereinto  (by  little  and  little)  as 
much  reftified  Spirit  of  Salt,  that  fb  the  yellow  Vi¬ 
negar  may  be  turned  into  a  white  Milk,  and  may  by 
little  and  little  fettle  to  the  bottom  like  curdled  Cheefe, 
from  which  the  Vinegar  being  now  become  agen 
clear  is  to  be  removed  by  decanting  ;  then  put  the 
Saturnine  Cheafe  in  fome  ftrong  Linnen  Cloath'  and 
tie  it  hard  up,  and  fqueeze  out  the  refidue  of  the 
moifture,  and  lb  dry  it  and  lay  it  by  for  ufe.  It  is  a 
moft  tender  Powder,  of  a  bright  fhowy  colour,  and 
void  of  all  raft  ;  for  in  the  precipitation,  all  the  fweet¬ 
nefs  being  introverted  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  hath 
hidden  it  felf  within,  which  doth  again  afterwards 
(when  that  mafs  fhall  be  reduced  into  a  Sawce)  fhew 
it  felf,  and  difeovers  its  former  taft,  as  we  fhall  hear 
anon, 

I  would  have  the  friendly  Reader  know,  that  I 
am  not  minded  to  produce  here  many  and  divers 
Operations,  for  I  am  ftraitned  in  my  time,  which 
ftops  me  from  giving  you  a  more  prolix  and  circum- 
ftantial  defeription:  1  do  onely  propofe  fbme  few, 
and  leave  every  one  to  his  fancy  to  make  the  reft  of 
the  Sawces  or  Medicaments,  according  to  the  ways 
here  preferibed,  according  to  his  likeing,  and  that 
as  many  as  he  vyiil,  and  out  of  fuch  fubjeds  as  beft 
pleafeth  him. 

But  that  I  may  contracl  thefe  things  concerning 
my  Sawces  into  a  narrow  room,  1  fuppofe  it  is  well 
enough  known,  that  Sawces  and  Junkets  are  difht 
our  in  the  fecond  courfe  for  this  end,  either  to  dole 
up  and  ftrengthen  the  Stomach,  or  that  if  a  fudling 
ftorm  be  at  hand  it  may  drill  the  readilier  down  into 
the  Stomack  by  thefe  kinds  of  Vehicles. 

But  yet  my  purpofe  is  not  direded  to  this  end  as 
to  teach  the  making  of  fiich  banqueting  Difhes  in 
this  place,  as  may  allure  Wine  into  the  Stomach  by 
fuch  an  unprofitable  Prodigality,  and  fb  detriment 
the  Body  it  felf  too.  No,  biit  the  main  drift  of  my 
Sawces  fhould  rather  be  this,  wz,.  to  remove  that 
evil  which  is  ftirred  up  in  the  Body  of  Man,  by  the 
common  Junkets  and  the  overmuch  guzling  in  of 
Wine,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  Stomach,  Heart,  Brain, 
and  other  Members  of  the  Body,  to  heal  the  parts 
that  are  hurt,  and  in  particular,  to  reftore  them  to 
their  former  health  :  And  finally,  to  be  as  a  kind  of 
guide  and  manuduftion  to  lead  on  the  Ingeny  of 
Men  in  fuch  wife,  as  that  they  may  by  an  ealier  way 
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arrive  unto  the  Knowledge  of  the  univerfal  Me¬ 
dicine. 

To  begin  therefore,  I  confefs  that  of  falll  fruits 
preferred  with  Sugar,  none  have  a  more  gratefull  ' 
taft  on  my  Palate  than  Bar-berries,  and  Ribes,  or 
St.  John?,  Grapes  as  they  call  them  ;  which  fruits, 
preferved  up  with  Sugar,  do  not  onely  get  the  Sto¬ 
mach  an  Appetite,  but  do  withall  allay  Thirft,  and 
do  extinguilh  all  the  internal  heat  ftirred  up  and  kind-  ■ 
led  by  overmuch  drinking  ;  The  like  metallick 
Sawce  or  Junket  fhalt  thou  prepare  on  this  wife. 

Buy  fome  Steel  filings  of  the  Needle-makers,  and 
take  thereof  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  diffolve  them  in 
reftified  Spirt  of  Salt,  which  Solution  will  be  green, 
and  be  of  a  fweetifli  taft  ;abftrad  the  infipid  Phlegm, 
infipid  I  fay  ,  for  although  it  be  a  very  ftrong  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt  that  is  poured  upon  the  Iron,  yetnever- 
thelefs  no  Spirit  comes  off,  but  onely  an  infipid 
Phlegm  in  the  abftraftion  and  diftilJation,  and  the 
Irons  retains  all  the  acidity  of  the  Salt,  and  remains 
a  red,  fweetifh,  aftringent  Juice. 

Take  of  this,  and  of  the  Saturnine  Powder  which 
we  taught  you  the  making  of  but  now,  of  each  a- 
like  weight,  and  put  them  into  a  well  coated  Retort, 
and  the  Saccharum  Saturni  will  prefently  drink  up 
the  Juice  of  the  Steel.  Put  the  Retort  in  a  Vefiel 
fill’d  with  Sand,  and  augment  the  Fire  by  little  and 
little  that  all  the  infipid  Phlegm  may  be  wholly 
drawn  off.  When  ’tis  all  come  off,  and  that  acid 
drops  begin  to  come,  then  muft  you  apply  thereun¬ 
to  a  Glafs  Receiver,  and  the  fire  is  to  be  encreafed 
by  degrees  untill  the  Retort  be  throughly  red  hot, 
which  muft  continue  fo  about  an  hour,  or  half  an 
hour  a  leaft.  By  this  means,  the  Spirits  of  the  Salt 
which  were  in  the  Stee],*do  almoft  wholly  come  over 
into  the  Receiver,  and  do  carry  over  with  them  [the 
SpiritsJ  of  the  Saccharum  Saturni,  and  oil  of  Mars, 
in  the  form  of  a  red  fublimate, which  fettles  itfelfinthe 
neck  of  the  Retort,  which  liiblimate  when  the  Re¬ 
tort  is  cold  and  broken  you  niuft  take  out  of  Its 
Neck,  and  keep  it  from  the  Air,  for  in  the  Air  it  will 
difi^lve  into  a  red,  fweet,  and  Aftringent  Oil,  of  no 
fmall  virtues  in.  Medicine  and  Alchymy.  In  the 
bottom  of  the  Retort  you  will  find  a  molten  Mafs, 
refembling  Lapis  Hamatitis,  which  being  feparated 
from  all  defilements,  will  give  you  a  red,  brittle, 
fufile  Stone,  and  in  fome  fort  aftringent,  of  great 
virtues  in  Medicine,  and  without  doubt  in  Alchy¬ 
my  too,  if  it  were  but  firft  made  conftantly  to  abide 
in  the  Fire.  And  even  this  too,  muft  you  keep 
from  the  Air,  for  it  is  ftill  impregnated  with  the  Salts, 
and  therefore  is  eafily  refblved. 

Now  when  you  would  make  ufe  of  this  Stone  in 
Medicine,  break  a  little  bit  thereof  into  fmall  Pow¬ 
der  (for  it  is  no  harder  than  other  Salt,  and  there¬ 
fore  doth  eafily  admit  of  grinding  to  Powder.)  This 
Powder  heals  both  internal  and  external  Wounds 
and  Ulcers,  being  adminiftred  in  the  quantity  of  two, 
three,  four,  five,  lix,  or  more  Grains,  according  to 
the  age  and  condition  of  the  Sick,  and  being  taken 
in  a  convenient  and  proper  Vehicle,  it  is  highly  Sa¬ 
native  and  a  ftopper  of  Bloud.  Being  applied  ex¬ 
ternally  to  Wounds,  it  wonderfully  forwards  hea¬ 
ling  ;  hinders  all  Symptoms,  and  fundamentally 
dries,  and  cures  all  Ulcers  and  Filtulaes,  if  ufed  out¬ 
wardly  and  inwardly  too. 

It  doth  moft  fafely  and  moft  certainly  help  all  the 
overflowing  of  the  Menfes  in  Women,  and  is  fb  ex¬ 
cellent  a  Medicament  in  the  Djfenterj,  Lkntery,  and 
other  Bluxss  of  the  Belly,  that  its  like  is  not  to  be 
found.  Thus 
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Thus  have  we  that  true  and  genuine  H^matitts 
•.  of  the  Ancient  Phyficians,  of  which  they  have  writ- 
ten  ib  many  things,  but  what  through  the  carelef- 
neft  of  the  Pi'.yficians  thatfucceded  them,  and  what 
through  the  length  of  time  it  became  wholly  Ifift, 
inliead  of  which  there  hath  been  hitherto  ufed  the 
inibluble  and  hard  Stone  of  Iron. 

.  The  Ancients  impofed  upon  their  more  noble  Me 
I  dicaments.  Names  deduced  from  fimilitudes  or  re- 
femblances,  as  may  be  (een  in  this  our  living  Hama- 
uitis,  and  in  the  dead  Hamatatis  of  the  common 
phyficians,  which  is  call’d  for  at  the  Apothecaries, 
and  adminiftred  to  flop  Bloud  withall ;  But  yet  it  is 
nothing  el(e  fave  the  Stone  of  Iron,  and  fuch  Oar  as 
is  very  rich  and  abounding  with  this  Metal,  the  frag- 
I  ments  of  which  appears  ^either]  in  the  form  of 
dpear-like  Stria’s  or  Streeks,  or  like  a  cleft  ftone. 
This  our  live  Bamatnis  is  of  the  fame  form,  but 
■  ibluble,  and  is  of  a  very  pleafant  and  aftringent  fweet- 
nefs,  and  containeth  moft  efficacious  virtues  for  the 
allaying  of  all  bloody  Fluxes  both  outward  and  in¬ 
ward.  Now  that  common  and  well-known  H^ema- 
this  doth  not  poffiefs  any  more  virtues  than  that 
Iron  Scinder-dult  which  the  Smiths  finite  oft  at  the 
Anvil,  doth.  And  as  for  that  red  Sublimate  which 
afeended  up  in  the  neck  of  the  Retort, it  is  twice  ftron 
gcr  in  llibduing  the  afore-mentioned  difeafes,  but  it 
is  not  of  fo  fweet  a  Taft  as  is  the  Stone  it  felf,  which 
refided  in  the  bottom  of  the  Retort.  And  being  ex- 
ternallv  applied  in  Cieanfing  and  mundifying  old  Fi- 
Ifulous'  Ulcers,  it  works  much  ftronger  than  this  our 
Hcemathis  (  which  is  more  pleafantly  adminiftrable 
in  internal  defeds ;  doth.  But  whoever  he  be  that 
knows  how  f  by  many  Solutions  and  Coagulations  J 
to  make  this  Stone  conftant  in  the  fire,  will  obtain  a 
far  more  excellent  Medicament  r  concerning  which, 
we  will  fpeak  more  in  the  end  of,  this  Treaiife. 

,  This  now  is  fuch  a  Sawce  or  Junket,  as  every 

icood  Phyfician  and  Chyrurgeon  hath  juft  caufe 
moft  hiphly  to  efteem  in  all  Fluxes  and  Sores,  both 
o’d  and'^new,  if  he  would  obtain  that  repute  which 
he  thirfteth  after  ;  for  it  is  endued  with  great  Virtues, 
whereas  on  the  contrary,  the  juyee  of  Sloes,  the 
ff'common  andCVoc»^  mams,  are,  in  com- 

^parifoh  of  this,  to  be  accounted  of  as  meet  dead  Me- 
*  dicaments.  I  could  tell  you  of  more  virtues  that  are 
in  the  -red  Sublimate,  and  this  in  an  efpecial  man¬ 
ner,  'VIZ.,  that  without  being  either  bound  on,  or  in- 
wardly  taken,  but  fympathetically  and  at  a  diftance, 
it  is  able  to  cure  any  ilfues  of  Blood  whatever.  But 
1  fhall  doe  better  to  pafs  thefe  things  over  in  filence, 
becaufe  to  the  greateft  part  of  unakilfull  Men,  they 
will  not  onely  feem  wonderfull,  but  impoftible  like- 
wi(e.  However,  I  commend  to  every  ones  accepta¬ 
tion  this  fo  excellent  a  Medicament,  for  all  internal 
and  external  Iflues  of  Blood,  in  all  wounds  and  hurts, 
as  alfb  in  all  the  obftrudlions  of  the  Spleen,  Liver, 
and  other  members  of  the  body. 

After  fuch  a  manner  as  this,  may  any  one  eafily 
turn  all  the  Metals  into  Sugars,  and  into  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  Medicaments.  But  torafinuch  as  the  Metals 
are  not  all  of  them  indifferently  fit  to  be  adminiftred 
inwardly  to  the  fick,  1  will  make  mention  of  Gold 
and  Silver  onely  as  being  the  beft  of  all,  and  pafs  by 
the  others,  and  will  teach  the  preparation  of  yet 
more  Sawces  and  Junkets  ;  Copper,  Tin,  and  Ar- 
pent-[w'ue]  are  fomewhat  cruder  bodies,  and  re 
quire  greater  care  and  diligence,  to  have  the  Title 
of  good  Medicaments.  We  will  therefore  let  them 
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pafs,  as  having  Gold  and  Silver  at  hand, ’which  are 
more  ripe. 

'The  manner  of  Vreparing  a  good  Savsee  or  funket  out 
of  Sil'ver,  which  helpeth  the  Difiempers  and  Dijea- 
fes  of  the  Brain. 

TH  E  skilfull  Chymical  Phyficians  have  afligned 
Silver  for  a  Medicament  for  the  Brain ,  wliich 
Aflignment  of  theirs  1  acquiefee  in,  and  dee  here 
prefent  you  with  fuch  a  Sawce  or  Junket  as  is  of 
moft  efpecbl  ufe  for  the  fuccouring  of  the  Brain. 

Take  of  common  Aefua^  Fortis  ( fiich  as  is  common¬ 
ly  ufed  about  the  dilfolution  of  Silver)  one  pound  : 
In  two,  ounces  of  which  you  muft  diflblve  one  ounce 
of  pure  Silver  ;  DilTolve  likewife  one  ounce  of  Lead 
by  it  felf :  Put  both  Solutions  together  in  a  glafs  with 
a  wide  mouth  ;  and  being  thus  mixt,  pour  thereupon 
as  much  redified  Spirit  of  Salt  as  is  fufficient  for  the 
precipitation  of  both  the  Metals.  Pour  off  the  clear 
water  from  the  precipitated  Metals,  and  pour  upon 
them  fome  frefh  water,  and  ftir  them  well  about ; 
which  done,  and  the  precipitated  Calx  fettled  to  the 
bottom,  the  water  is  to  be  again  decanted  off,  and 
more  frefh  water  poured  thereon  :  and  this  Labour 
is  to  be  ,fb  often  repeated,  untill  that  precipitated 
Powder  be  void  of  all  Acrimony  ;  then  put  it  in  a 
pure  linnen  Cloth  placed  in  a  Funnel,  that  fo  the 
remaining  moifture  may  drain  from  it.  Then  tie  the 
cloth  very  firm,  and  fqueefe  out,  In  two  balls  (  or 
fqueefings]  all  the  refidue  of  the  moifture  out  of  that 
filvery  Cheefe,  and  lay  the  fame  upon  Cap-paper, 
and  that  will  drink  up  all  the  reft  of  the  moifture, 
and  will  fopn  dry  your  Cheefe.  This  Cheefe  ( or 
precipitated  Powder  )  is  to  be  put  into  a  well  coated 
Glafs-retort,  and  to  be  forced  with  a  gentle  fire  of 
Sand,  that  fo  all  the  fuperfluous  moifture  may  be  fe- 
parated.  Then,  at  laft,  the  Fire  being  augmented, 
will  force  out  part  of  the  Silver  and  Lead  in  the  forrn 
of  white  Flores,  afeending  up  in  the  neck  of  the  Re¬ 
tort.  Now  when  the  Retort  hath .  been  thus  kept 
red-hot  for  one  hour,  let  the  fire  go  out  of  its  own 
accord,  and  take  out  the  cold  Retort,  and  break  it, 
and  you  will  find  in  the  bottom  of  the  fame  a  white 
and  fweet  Stone,  which  will  melt  (  upon  a  red-hot 
Plate  of  Metal  )  like  Wax,'  and  penetrate  the  fame, 
and  is  volatile  like  Argent-vive.  Two,  three,  four, 
five  Grains, even  to  eight  or  ten,  of  this  Stone  ground 
into  a  Powder,  being  adminiftred  (refpedl  being  had 
to  the  Patient’s  age  and  ficknefs )  yield  a  moft  pre¬ 
fent  comfort  in  the  difeafes  of  the  Plead  and  Brain, 
and  fo  are  thofe  white  Flores  wont  to  doe  likewife  ; 
but  ia  Chymical  operations  they  are  of  eminent  ufe. 
Now  although  this  Stone  be  it  felf  of  a  fugacious  na¬ 
ture,  yet  notwjtftanding  in  progrefs  of  time  it  makes 
Mercury,  together  with  it  felf,  conftant  in  the  fire  ; 
of  which  thing  I  have  elfewhere  already  mentioned 
in  my  Writings,  fo .  that  I  need  not  fay  any  more 
thereof  in  this  place. 

However,!  cannot  omit  to  tell  you,  that, altboqgh, 
otherwife,  there  is  no  familiarity  at  all  betwixt  Sijver, 
and  Lead,  and  Salt,  yet  neverthelefs  thefe  three  may 
be  fo  prepared  as  (  by  a  certain  mixtion)  not  to  re- 
fufe  each  others  fbeiety.  Hence  it  comes  to  pals, 
that  if  the  Salt  be  rightly  fitted  for  this  operation, 
it  puts  forth  more  powerfull  virtues,  and  tor  that 
reafon  doth  the  Silver  fiitrer  the  more,  and  doth  by 
fo  much  the  fooner  attain  to  a  conftancy  in  the  fire  : 
and  fo  ’tis  evident,  that  the  name  of  Alchymy  or  fu- 
fmg  of  Salt,  was  not  impofed  on  this  Art  for  nothing. 
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For  by  the  help  of  Salt,  are  the  Metals  to  be  molten 
and  meliorated,  which  thing  you  may  take  notice 
of. 

Another  Sawce  or  Junket  made  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

TAke  fome  pure  Silver,  and  dilTolve  it  in  A<jua 
Fortis,  and  precipitate  it  with  Spirit  of  Salt,  and 
free  it  from  its  Acrimony  with  common  water,  and 
fqueefe  out  the  water,  and  lay  your  matter  upon 
cap-paper  to  dry,  and  deal  with  it  in  all  refpe^s  as 
we  fpake  afore  in  the  Procefs  of  Saturn.  Of  this 
Calx  take  three  parts,  and  one  part  of  Gold  dilTolved 
in  the  Oil  of  Salt ;  and  firft  put  your  Silver  Calx  in¬ 
to  a  ftrong  Glafs-retort,  which  muft  be  well  coated, 
then  pour  thereto  your  yellow  Solution  of  Gold. 
Place  the  Retort  in  Sand,  and,  firft,  force  out  your 
Spirit  of  Salt ,  in  which  forcing  our,  the  Calx  of  the 
Silver  will  retain  with  it  felf  the  Gold  ;  and  of  them 
both  will  be  made  a  purple  Stone,  inclining  fome- 
what  to  rednefs,  fufile,  and  volatile.  But  the  Oil  of 
the  Salt  will  carry  up  with  it  fbmething  of  the  Gold 
and  Silver  into  the  neck  of  the  Retort ;  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  aforefaid  Stone,  you  fhall  take  out 
of  the  broken  Retort ;  but  yet  you  muft  keep  each 
apart,  for  a  medicament  of  great  moment :  [both] 
which  [if  they  were  turned  (by  Solution  and  Co 
agulation)  into  a  fix  Ruby,)  would  doubtlefly  per¬ 
form  their  wmrk,  in  the  metallick  Operations,  with 
greater  benefit  and  profit. 

So  have  j^ou  here,  briefly  defcribed,  the  third 
Junket,  which,  fhould  it  be  defcribed  with  all  its 
Circumftances,  the  Proceft  it  felf  would  in  good  Tooth 
be  more  prolix  and  tedious  than  is  fitting.  And  for- 
afmuch  as  my  Writings  may  feem  unto  many  Tuffici-. 
ently  tedious,  ’tis  but  fit  that  I  aim  at  brevity  here 
in  this  place  though  (  on  the  other  hand  )  they 
will  Teem  ( I  well  know  )  too  fhort  and  brief  unto 
others.  But  Jupter  himfelf  plealeth  not  all  alike. 
And  the  birth-day  of  him  who  can  latisfie  all,  is  yet 
to  come  ;  for  he  is  not  as  yet  born.  For  behave  thy 
felf  as  thou  wilt  in  thy  actions,  either  in  briefly  deli¬ 
vering  thy  felf,  or  in  uttering  thy  mind  in  a  longer 
difcourfe,  thou  fhalt  not  at  any  rate  fulfill  the  expec¬ 
tation  and  defire  of  all  men.  I  doe  therefore  here 
difli  out  this  Junket,  and  commit  the  care  of  eating 
the  fame  to  the  Guefts.  Every  one  that  will,  may 
more  accurately  weigh  and  confider  of  the  lame,  that 
lb  he  may  come  to  find,  how  great  the  Efficacy  and 
Utility  of  this  Procels  is,  though  delivered  lb  very 
briefly. 

Another  Junket  or  Sawce,  viz.  A  ConfeSlion  of  a  Mi¬ 
neral  Alkermes. 

THere  is  in  the  Apothecaries  (hops  a  Confedion 
made  of  the  Berry  or  Grains  of  Kermes,  known 
by  the  name  of  CcnfeSlio  Alkermes ;  in  which  compo- 
fition,  there  are  added  to  the  faid  Berries  Ibme  Pearls 
done  into  Powder,  and  Leaf-Gold,  and  Amber-greale, 
and  other  fuch-like  corroborating  Simples.  This  medi¬ 
cament  being  confeded  with  Sugar,  is  lookt  on  as  the 
chiefeft  amongft  all  thofe  Medicines  which  are  wont 
to  be  adminiftred  for  ftrengthening  the  Heart,  and 
it  merits  the  praife  afcribed  to  it.  But  now  inftead 
of  the  Leaves  of  Gold,  (  which  cannot  be  digefted 
or  concoded  by  the  ftomach,  and  are  therefore  car¬ 
ried  forth  with  the  Excrements  without  any  opera¬ 
tion,)  I  will  fubfiitute  another  Gold,  which  being 
made  fuicable,  and  accommodated  unto  nature,  fhtill 


be  able  to  put  forth  its  virtues,  and  fupply  the  place 
of  foliated  Gold,  in  the  Confedion  of  Alkermes. 

And  if  any  one  be  lb  minded,  he  may  omit  even 
the  grains  or  the  berry  it  felf  (  for  they  are  nor  to  be 
had  every-where)  and  make  ufe  of  this  Juyce  of 
Gold,  which  I  am  about  to  teach  in  this  place,  and 
mix  it  with  Sugar  and  other  Powders  that  are  ftreng-' 
theners  of  the  Heart.  For  this  Golden  Confedion 
of  a  purple  Colour,  doth  moft  notably  ftrengthert 
the  Heart  by  its  corroborative  virtue,  and  the  Gold 
it  felf  gives  a  far  more  excellent  purple  or  fcarlct  Co¬ 
lour  than  the  Grains  of  that  berry  doe,  which  are 
brought  us  from  Adomfeher.  The  way  of  preparing 
the  laid  Gold,  is  as  follows. 

DilTolve  the  Calx  of  Sol,  or  of  Gold,  in  ftrong  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  and  pour  upon  the  Solution  fome  three 
or  four  parts  of  water  more  than  the  Solution  is,  that 
fo  the  Acrimony  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  may  be  fome- 
what  allayed.  Being  thus  prepared,  put  thereinto  a 
bit  of  Tin,  and  fuch  as  hath  no  Lead  commixt  there¬ 
with,  which  faid  Tin,  the  allayed  Spirit  of  Salt  will 
leize  upon,  and  dilTolve  part  thereof.  And  being 
alfo  debilitated  thereby, it  will  let  fall  all  the  Gold  that 
it  contained,  in  the  form  of  a  purple  Powder,  adhe¬ 
ring  partly  on  to  the  Tin,  and  part  will  be  of  its  own 
natural  colour,  and  fettle  to  the  bottom,  but  as  fub- 
tile  as  the  Atoms  that  fly  about  in  the  Sun-beams, 
and  refembling  little  ftars.  When  therefore  the 
whole  body  of  the  Gold  is  precipitated  into  a  moft 
delicate  and  fine  Powder,  out  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt, 
which  will  now  be  clear  and  bright ;  Pour  off  ther 
Spirit,  and  take  the  Tin  out  from  the  Golden  Pow¬ 
der,  and  wafii  the  Powder  with  clean  and  pure  wa¬ 
ter,  that  fo  none  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  may  be  there¬ 
in  difcerned  ;  and  being  now  thus  prepared ,  it 
may  be  ufed  inftead  of  Gold  about  the  Confection 
of  Alkermes. 

Moreover,  if  you  are  fb  minded,  you  may  take 
fome  pure  Sugar-candy,  and  make  it  up  into  a  lyrup 
with  weak  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  then  put  thereunto  this 
Golden  Powder  with  a  little  Amber  greafe  and  fome 
Powder  of  Pearls,  and  lb  make  full  as  good,  nay  a 
better  ConfeCtion  than  that  common  ConfeElto  Alker¬ 
mes  is  ;  becaufe  a  greater  corroborating  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Heart,  and  a  delicater  purple  Colour  can¬ 
not  be  found  in  any  other  thing  than  in  Gold.  If 
now  you  operate  aright,  it  cannot  otherwiie  be  but 
you  muft  needs  attain  to  this  purple  and  golden 
Confedion, 

N.  B.  The  Tin  muft  be  very  pure  and  clean, 
for  by  how  much  the  whiter  it  is,  and  the  acuter 
found  it  has,  fo  much  the  fitter  is  it  for  this  work. 
And  in  the  Compoficion  it  (elf  you  may  ufe  this  fol¬ 
lowing  weight  or  meafure. 

Take  of  the  Calx  of  Gold  one  Lot  [or  half  ounce] 
and  diflblve  it  in  three  or  four  Lots  of  ftrong  redified 
Spirit  of  Salt :  Pour  unto  the  Solution  twelve  or  fif¬ 
teen  Lots  of  pure  water  ;  then  to  all  this,  put  two 
Lots  of  Tin,  and  let  the  Glafs  that  the  Solution  is  in, 
upon  hot  Sand,  and  heat  it  fcalding-hot,  but  let  it 
not  boil.  When  it  hath  thus  ftood  for  one  or  two 
hours,  all  the  Gold  will  be  turned  into  Powder,  of 
a  Purple  and  Gold-like  hue,  and  fettle  to  the  bot¬ 
tom.  Then  having  poured  out  the  Water,  and  lepa- 
rated  the  Tin ,  leparate  all  the  Acrimony  from  the 
Powder  by  feveral  waftiings,  and  fo  will  you  have 
it  fitted  for  the  Confedion.  This  done,  take  twelve 
Lots  of  Sugar-candy,  and  one  Lot  of  redified  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  and  as  much  pure  fair  water  as  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  reduce  the  Sugar  into  a  thick  Syrup  ;  Hereto 
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add  one  Lot  of  that  purple  and  tender  golden  Pow¬ 
der  and  it  will  tinge  all  the  Sugar  with  a  Purple  or 
Scarlet-colour.  Then  add  likewife  thereunto,  two 
i ,  Lots  of  Pearls  made  into  fine  Powder,  and  one 
I  Quintula  (about  two  drams  and  an  half)  of  Am- 
ber-greafe,  mix  them  well  together  and  fet  it  by  for 
u(e,  as  being  a  moft  efficacious  Confedion.  And  it 
you  pleate,  you  may  add  to  the  former  ingredients 
other  ftrengthning  and  refrefliing  Powders.  The 
Dofc  of  this  Confedion  is  from  3,  6,  9,  ii,  15,  to 
to  Grains,  according  as  the  perfons  are.  It  corro 
borates  the  Heart,  Brain,  and  the  whole  Body,  and 
doth  likewife  (  by  reafon  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt )  allay 
thirft,  and  ftirs  up  the  appetite  to  fodd. 

‘And  thus  much  may  fufficc  this  time  about  Saw- 
ces  or  Junkets.  It  now  remains  that  we  likewife 
fearch  after  fomc  feled  and  harmlefs  Purges  out  of 
the  Metals  too,  and  adjoyn  them  to  the  former. 
When  in  feaftings  for  merry-meetings)  the  Guefts 
are  wont  to  drink  Healths  to  their  Lords,  and  tope 
off  many  Cups,  and  llore  of  Glaffes  full  of  ftrong 
Wine,  it  cannot  pofllbly  be,  but  that  their  Stomachs 
muff  be  fiufft  with  tenacious  and  clammy  humours, 
and  the  Head  much  oppreffed  with  Catthars,and  the 
Bowels  fill’d  with  ftore  of  wind.  Now  here  cannot 
be  a  better  and  more  profitable  way  of  fuccounng 
thele  Stomachs  and  Heads,  thus  befet  with  fb  many 
tenacious  humours,  and  of  helping  the  whole  body 
thus  corrupted  by  lb  often  repeated  draughts,  than 
by  a  purgative  Medicine,  which  by  expelling  all  the 
evil  and  offenfive  humours  opens  all  the  paiiages  of 
the  Body,  and  again  brings  the  (b  necelfary  refpira- 
tion.  We  will  therefore  ptefent  you  here  with  three 
fuch  purging  Medicaments,  and  thofe  very  good  ones. 
One  is  of  Antimony  ;  The  fecond  of  Silver  and  An¬ 
timony  ;  And  -the  third  of  Gold  and  Antimony  : 
Bach  of  which,  by  it  felf,  doth  far  exceed  the  other 
purging  Medicaments  made  of  the  Vegetables. 

tFor  Metals  do  penetrate  the  Body  far  better,  and 
do  perform  their  Operations  with  left  hazard  than 
the  Vegetables  do,  moft  of  which  abound  with  a 
refinous  clammineft,  which  doth  often  ftick  to  the 
Bowels,  and  caufe  great  gripings,  which  is  not  to  be 
feared  at  all  from  metallick  purgative  Medicines : 
which  (upon  this  account)  are  to  be  preferred  be¬ 
fore  rhoie  that  are  prepared  of  the  Vegetables  ;  nor 
do  I  contemn  thefe  Vegetable  Purges,  for  they  are 
I  good,  and  may  be  made  ule  of,  where  better  are 
not  at  hand. 

Therefore,  forafmuch  as  I  have  in  my  time,  made 
trial  of  many  fuch  Medicaments,  and  have  in  very 
deed  found,  that  metallick  Purges  do  excel  the  Ve¬ 
getable  ones  both  in  pleafantneft  and  efficacy ,  and 
are  far  fafer  ;  I  could  not  but  commend  the  fame 
above  all  other  Purges  to  flich  as  come  after  me,  but 
yet  leaving  every  one  at  his  pleafure  to  make  ufe  of 
either  thefe  or  them. 

^  A  Purge  of  Saturn. 

Dlffolve  two  ounces  of  Lead  in  pure  Ac^ua  Fort  is, 
and  pour  upon  the  Solution  one  ounce  of  But¬ 
ter  of  Antimony,  that  fb  they  may  be  precipitatec 
together  into  a  white  Coagulum  or  Curd,  whereto 
you  muft  put  a  good  quantity  of  fair  water,  and  ftir 
it  very  well  about ,  that  it  may  imbibe  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  which  was  in  the  Butter. 

Then  pour  off  this  water,  and  put  on  more,  anc 
repeat  this  labour  fo  long,  untill  all  the  fharpneft  be 


wafht  out  of  the  precipitated  Powder.  This  white 
Powder  being  dried  is  a  moft  excellent  Purge,  edu¬ 
cing  all  evil  and  hurtfull  humours  out  of  the  Body 
without  danger,  and  being  adminiftred  from  one 
Grain  to  ten,  according  as  the  Patient  is,  doth  work 
downwards,  efpecially  when  it  is  given  in  a  lefier 
Dole.  But  if  there  be  need  of  vomiting  too,  then 
the  Dofe  may  be  encreafed,  efpecially  unto  thofe  that 
can  brook  vomiting,  and  caft  with  eafe.  It  may  be 
ufed  without  danger  as  a  good  and  fafe  Purge,  in 
all  fuch  Difeafes  as  purgative  Medicaments  are,  and 
may  be  adminiftred. 

A  Purge  of  Lune. 

DIftblve  two  ounces  of  pure  Silver  in  four  ounces 
of  A<^ua  Fortis,  and  pour  upon  this  Solution 
one  ounce  of  the  Butter  of  Antimony,  which  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Silver  will  go  into  a  Vv^hite  Curd,  as 
we  laid  but  now  of  the  Lead  in  the  preceeding  Pro- 
cefs.  Wafh  this  Powder  with  common  water,  and 
dry  it  and  adminifter  it  in  the  fame  Dofe  as  the  Sa¬ 
turnine  Powder  is  to  be  given  ;  and  it  will  perform  its 
part  in  all  Difeafes,  but  efpecially  in  thofe  of  the 
Head. 

N.  B.  The  Butter  of  Antimony  muft  be  made  of 
the  Regulus  oi  Antimony,  withreftified  Spirit  of  Salt, 
and  not  with  Mercury  fublimate,  as  the  common 
cuftom  is. 

Purging  Gold, 

IN  the  firft  place,  you  muft  make  a  moft  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Niter  thus,  nsiz,.  put  equal  parts  of  cal¬ 
cined  Allum  and  good  Salt-peter  into  a  well  coated 
Retort,  out  of  which  is  to  be  drawn  (leifurely  and 
by  degrees  into  a  very  large  Receiver  luted  on  to  the 
neck  of  the  Retort)  a  Spirit,  which  will  make  the 
Receiver  look  red.  All  the  Spirit  being  diftilled,  let 
the  Fire  go  out  of  its  own  accord,  and  leave  on  the 
Receiver  fb  long  till  all  the  Spirits  are  fetled,  and 
that  the  Receiver  be  become  clear  agen  :  Macerate 
the  Lute,  which  joyned  the  Receiver  on  to  the  Re¬ 
tort, with  water,  and  have  an  efpecial  care  when  you 
take  off  the  Receiver,  that  none  of  the  Lute  fall  into 
the  Spirit.  Put  the  Spirit  in  a  ftrong  Glaft,  and 
fhut  it  up  well  with  Wax,  that  it  may  not  exhale, 
'or  it  is  very  ftrong,  and  is  red  as  Bloud,  becaufe  it 
had  no  water  put  unto  it  in  the  Receiver. 

Pour  two  ounces  of  tlfis  ftrong  Spirit  upon  one 
ounce  of  the  Butter  of  Antimony, and  it  will  prefent- 
ly  pafs  into  a  red  Solution,  whereto  put  one  ounce 
of  pure  Gold  that  it  may  be  dilTolved,  which  Solu¬ 
tion  will  be  redder  than  Blou^.  Then  pour  in 
thereupon  fbme  common  fair  water,  and  the  Anti¬ 
mony  and  the  Gold  will  precipitate  into  a  Purple 
powder,  which  is  to  be  wafht  well  with  water,  and 
fo  dried. 

Its  Dofe  is  from  one,  two  Grains  to  fix,  ( accor¬ 
ding  as  the  Age  and  Party  is,  j  it  may  be  given  in 
Wine,  Ale,  Water,  or  any  other  Liquor,  which 
may  be  as  a  Vehicle  unto  it.  It  works  without  any 
danger,  and  doth  fafely  and  pleafantly  (beyond* all 
other  Purges)  drive  out  all  offending  Humours  out 
of  the  Body  of  Man. 


Aurum  Diaphoreticum,  or  Svseating  Gold. 


Parti 


386 


The  Fourth  Part  of 


that  that  ftrong  Spirit  of  Niter  be  drawn  off  by  a' 
Retort,  it  then  takes  from  the  Antimony  its  purging 
and  vomiting  power  and  makes  it  Diaphorical.  Nor 
needs  the  Purple  Powder,  when  it’s  taken  out  of  the 
Glafs,  any  wafhing  at  all,  becaufe  being  ad miniftred 
in  two,  three,  four3ve,rix,  or  ten  Grains  Dofe  it  may 
be  fafely  taken,  and  it  provokes  Swear.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  very  profitable  in  all  the  Difeafes  that  are  to  be 
expelled  by  Sweat;  yea  in  the  Leaprofie,  Gout, 
Dropfie,  French-pox,  Plague,  Scurvey,  and  in  all 
Feavers  doth  it  play  its  part  even  to  admiration,  for 
(by  reafon  of  the  Gold  which  it  contains  in  it)  it 
doth  both  provoke  Sweat,  and  ftrengthen  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Body. 

The  former  Powder  or  purging  Gold,  being  mixt 
with  an  equal  weight  of  purging  Lune^  or  purging 
Saturn,  and  molten  in  a  Crucible,  turns  into  a  red 
Stone  or  Glafs,  -of  which,  little  Tablets  or  Pellets 
fomewhat  bigger  than  a  Pea  maybe  again  caff  or 
molten,  and  kept  for  ufe,  And  now  when  there’s 
need  of  purging,  let  one  of  thofc  Tablets  be  put  in¬ 
to  fome  fpoonfulls  of  Wine  and  lie  therein  all  night, 
and  let  the  Wine,  be  drunk  off  in  the  morning  fol¬ 
lowing,  juft  after  the  felf  fame  manner  as  other  pur¬ 
ges  are  wont  to  be  adminiftred.  For  there  is  fo 
much  virtue  extrafted  by  the  Wine  out  of  the  gla- 
zen  Tablet  as  to  give  feveral  Stools.  If  one  Tablet 
or  Pellet  be  not  lufiicient,  then  may  a  fecond,  or  a 
third,  or  more  be  adjoyned  thereunto,  and  fo  left 
all  night  in  the  Wine,  that  fo  the  Wine  may  work 
more  effeftually  if  need  requires.  The  Tablets  or 
Pellets  remain  good  a  long  time,  and  may  be  .many 
times  applied  to  the  felf  fame  ufe. 

But  if  any  one  fhould  be  defirous  of  performing 
this  labour  even  yet  better,  he  may  get  a  little  Pot 
or  Cup  to  be  made  for  him  of  white  Earth,  and 
and  may  have  it  glazed  both  infide  and  outlide  with 
this  fame  Glafs ;  for  two  or  three  Spoonfulls  of  Wine 
infufed  for  a  night  in  fuch  a  Cup,  and  drunk  offnext 
morning,  are  capable  of  purging  you  even  as  doth 
the  other. 

Thefe  aretheeffefts  of  thefe  purges  in  Medicine. 
They  likewife  do  fbme  good  in  Alchymy,  if  all  three 
of  them,  the  Saturnine,  the  Lunar,  and  the 
Solar  are  reduced  by  melting  intoa  Glafs  :  this  Glafs 
being  Philofophically  cemented  fomewhat  of  the  Sil¬ 
ver,  Lead,  and  Antimony  will  be  meliorated,  and 
turned  into  Gold  by  the  Gold. 

Now  for  a  Farewell,  take  this  which  follows.  If 
the  God  Jppollo  the  Inventer  of  Medicine,  would 
beftow  his  light  upon  any  one,  and  by  his  hot 
Beams  melt  the  waxen  Wings  of  the  untamed,  fly¬ 
ing,  and  (to  his  Father  Dedalm)  difbbedient  Son 
Icarus,  (and  flying  out  of  the  Ifle  of  Creet,  over  the 
Icarian  Sea,)  that  fo  he  might  fall  down  into  the 
fweet  and  fulphureous  Sea  of  the  Sun,  and  may 
remain  drowned  therein  :  Then  from  this  dead  Bo¬ 
dy  (which  is  not  wont  to  be  fubdued  by  any  other 
means)  may  a  moft  excellent  Medicine  be  prepared. 
For  what  way  foever  he  is  handled  by  otherwife, 
whether  he  be  turned  into  a  white  fublimate,  or  be 
reduced  into  a  yellow  or  red  precipitate,  he  is  not- 
wichftanding  always  corrofive ;  and  brings  more 
hurt  than  good,  and  therefore  may  very  defervedly 
be  efehewed. 

Or  if  we  did  but  know  the  way  of  fixing  it  with¬ 
out  any  corrolivity,  by  thofe  three  principal  Co¬ 
lump  of  all  Medicine,  namely  Vitriol,  Sulphur,  and 
Antimony,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  adminiftrable 


without  any  fear,  and  be  withall  capable  of  perfor¬ 
ming  great  matters.  For  then  he  would  not  ftir  up 
and  caufe  fo  many  purgations,  and  fuch  vehement 
Salivations,  and  other  hurtfull  fymptoms  as  ufually 
comes  to  pafs,  but  would  bring  a  moft  fpeedy  help 
to  the  Sick  by  his  gentle  operation  by  Sweat  and  , 
Urine,  and  get  the  Phyficlan  a  moft  eminent  praife. 

This  I  would  have  every  one  know,  that  Sulphur 
has  a  power  of  killing  all  Corrofives,  and  reducing 
them  to  a  fweetnels,  whether  it  be  done  by  the  dry 
way  or  by  the  moift.*  And  of  all  Sulphurs,  a  Ve¬ 
getable  Sulphur  is  the  fitteft,  which  being  freed  from 
its  inflamable  nature,  is  capable  of  reducing  [anyj 
Corrofives,  though  never  fo  great,  unto  a  fweetnels 
in  one  hours  fpace.  Nay  more,  any  Metal  being 
firft  diffolved  in  fuch  like  Corrofives,  doth  together 
with  the  lame  become  a  fweet  Medicament ;  And 
lb  when  Gold  is  dillolved  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  Tin,  Copper,  Iron,  and  Lead  are  diffoved  in 
■Acjua  Fortis,  and  that  that  Corrofive  Diflblvent  is 
tranfmuted  by  a  fweet  Sulphur,  it  lb  comes  to  pals 
that  the  Metal  together  with  the  Corrofive  is  made 
a  Medicament,  and  becomes  potable.  Such  pota¬ 
ble  liquor  of  the  Metals,  (but  specially  of  Gold  and  ■ 
Silver,)  and  void  of  all  Corrofivity,  will  you  meet 
withall  in  my  Medical  Ihop;  which  liquor,  as  well' 
thole  of  Silver,  and  Copper,  as  that  of  Gold,  are 
red.  The  Liquor  of  Gold  may  be  ufed  inftead  of 
Aurum  Fotabfle,  and  it  guilds  (^ickfilver  and  the 
other  Metals  with  a  golden  Colour,  like  as  the  Sil¬ 
ver-liquor  guilds  Mercury,  and  Silver  [or  Copper, 
probably]  with  a  Silver  Hue  ;  and  the  Coppery-li¬ 
quor  guilds  Mercury  and  Iron  with  a  Coppery  Co¬ 
lour.  • 

JV.  B.  Aurora  being  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
Jupiter,  and  withdrawing  him  together  with  her  felf 
into  Heaven,  if  both  of  them  be  again  thruft  down 
headlong  by  the  other  Gods  into  the  Salt-Sea,  they 
come  forth  out  of  this  Bath,  fo  delicate  and  fo  white, 
that  fhe  refembles  the  fairnefs  of  Dtana  ;  and  he,  the 
comlinefs  of  Apollo  :  bur  not  as  yet  conftant  in  the 
Fire,  But  when  the  time  of  bathing  is  over.  Mars  i 
coming  to  the  Sea  Shore,  draws  both  of  them  out  ^ 
upon  a  dry  Ifland  called  Irony,  from  Iron  ;  where 
they  are  yet  once  more  wafht  by  Fulcan,  (who 
makes  ufe  of  Satums  help)  in  a  dry  Bath,  who  wafti- 
eth  off  the  Defilements  tar  more  accurately  than  the 
Salt  Sea  could,  for  he  leaves  not  off  wafhing  and 
purging  them,  untill  all  the  Defilements  are  fepara- 
ted  from  both  their  Bodies,  and  that  they  be  made 
like  unto  Diana  and  Apollo»,  in  Conftancy  and 
eomelinefs. 

MarsFtQmg  that  his  Sifter  Venus,  and  Brother  Ju¬ 
piter  did  come  forth  out  of  the  Salt  Sea  with  fo  love¬ 
ly  a  fairnefs,  leapt  thereinto  himfelf,  that  fb  by 
fpending  fome  time  in  wafliing,  he  might  rinfe  off 
thofe  black  Defilements  from  his  black  Body.  But 
there  was  fuch  ftore  of  filth  wafht  off,  as  made  all 
the  Sea  green  and  fweet,  and  it  hid  [or  fwallowed 
up]  Mars  himfelf,  being  now  much  dinfinifhed,  in- 
fomuch  that  he  could  never  have  efcaped  out  of  that 
Sea,  had  not  Sol,  out  of  meer  pity  on  him,  dried  . 
up  the  water  of  the  Sea,  for  old  limping  Saturn  to 
come  unto  him,  and  to  rake  poor  wretched  him 
out  of  the  Dirt  and  Mire,  which  he  alfb  did. 

But  becaufe  there  was  fuch  a  deal  of  Mire  and 
Filth  as  that  this  (flim)  lame,  (hopping  Fellow) 
could  not  get  out  agen,  he  even  there  ftuck  faft 
with  Mars,  and  fb  loft  his  Life  Of  the  dead  Bodies 
of  thefe  two,  viz,  of  Mars  and  Saturn,  Fulcan  did  at 
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length  make  one  Head  having  two  Faces,  or  a  dou¬ 
ble  Countenance,  one  refembling  Apolo,  the  other 
Diana-,  and  upon  this  account  was  the  name  of 
double-vifaged  famts  bellowed  upon  it  by  V ulcan. 

By  thele  few  and  Ihort  Operations  and  Procefles, 
may  any  one  make  and  devile  many  more  fuch  like. 
1  am  not  at  this  time,for  my  part,minded  to  bufie  and 
trouble  my  lelf  about  any  more  tedious  a  defcription 
of  filch  matters,  for  I  guels  fhat  in  what  1  have  al¬ 
ready  laid  and  difclofed  to  the  unthankful!,  I  have 
too  much  exceeded  my  bounds.  Every  one  may 
choofe  to  himfelf  thofe  things  which  he  fhall  deem 
moft  profitable,  and  forbear  to  defpile  that  which  he 
fhall  not  be  capable  of  apprehending  the  meaning 
of, 

’Tis  a  ufual  Proverb,  That  a  Cup  of  gimrous  Wine 
tnujl  acccompany  Dainty  Delicates. 

Bccaufe  therefore  we  have  in  the  three  precedent 
Sawces  or  Junkets,  prefented  you  with  fine  favoury 
Cates,  it  is  but  fitting  that  we  accompany  the  fam6 
with  three  dainty  draughts,  and  thofe  drawn  out  of 
the  beft  of  Metals  too,  namely  out  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  becaufe  the  Cates  or  Sawces  themfelves  were 
compoled  of  the  fame.  Our  Ancient  Predeceflbrs 
called  thofe  Drinks  of  old  time  NeBar,  or  the  drink 
of  the  Gods,  which  in  our  days  are  itnown  by  the 
names  of  potab’e  Gold,  and  potable  Silver, 

Concerning  thefe  two ,  do  many  of  Igmrarmts  his 
Fraternity  babble  many  Stories,  and  falfly  boafr  that 
no  true  potable  Gold  can  be  prepared,  or  be  in  Be¬ 
ing  without  the  Philofophers  Stone.  This  conclufion 
of  theirs  is  clearly  untrue,  for  a  Man  may  eafily 
make  Gold  and  Silver  potable,  though  he  hath 
not  any  knowledge  at  all  of  the  univerfal  Medicine, 
which  is  to  be  thus  underftood,  mz,.  when  the  Gold 
and  Silver  either  alone  or  conjoyned,  are  diffolved 
in  a  fweet  and  not  Corrofive  Menfiruum,  and  ren- 
dred  fit  to  be  adminiftred  to  the  Sick  in  Water,  Ale, 
Wine,  or  any  other  Liquor.  For  thofe  kind  of  So¬ 
lutions  may  be  taken  for  a  fimple  potable  Gold  and 
Silver. 

But  now  for  any  one  to  difiblve  Gold  in  that  cor¬ 
roding  Aqua  Regis,  or  Silver  in  Aqua  Fortis,  and 
then  to  imagine  that  he  hath  potable  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  he  is  alt.ogether  in  an  Errour.  Potable  indeed 
they  are,  becaufe  they  may  be  drunk  like  other  Li¬ 
quors  :  But  forafrauch  as  thofe  kind  of  Solutions  do 
corrode  all  things,  and  bring  extream  Detriment, 
they  are  juftly  rejeded,  and  the  rather  becaufe  be- 
ing'poured  into  Wine  or  Ale,  they  defile  and  thicken 
the  fame  ;  which,  no  true  potable  Gold  diffolved  in 
a  Not-corrofive  Menjtruum,  will  do,  but  when ’t  is 
mixt  with  Wine,  Ale,  or  Water,  it  remains  bright 
and  clear.  Befides  too,  true  potable  Gold  muff  be 
of  filch  a  property,  as  to  have  no  vifible  corporal 
Gold  producible  thereout  of,  and  yet  notwithffan- 
ding,  be  able  to  indue  the  meaner  Metals,  yea  and 
Mercury  it  felf  with  a  golden  nature ,  if  they  be 
therein  boiled,  or  to  coagulate  and  tranfmute  them 
into  Gold  by  the  dry  way  in  a  Crucible,  whether 
it  be  done  with  profit  or  without  profit  [it  matters 
not,]  Now  this  tinging  virtue  comes  not  from  cor¬ 
poreal  and  dead  Gold,  but  from  a  fpiritual  living  and 
tinging  Gold, 

If  therefore  the  common  and  corroding  folution 
of  Gold,  cannot  be  accounted  for  a  Aurum  Po¬ 
tabile,  and  that  the  fpiritual  and  tinging  Gold,  which 
is  dillblved  without  any  corrofivenefs  fhould  not 
come  under  this  Title  neither,  whence  I  pray  fhould 
it  be  fought  for,  and  where  fhould  it  be  inquired 
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after.  I  confefs,  I  do  eafily  perfwade  my  felf,  that 
as  for  the  fir  ft  Ens  of  Gold  if  we  did  but  know  how¬ 
to  wafh  and  purge  it  in  fuch  wife,  as  that  being  tur¬ 
ned  into  a  bloud  red  liquor,  it  would  admit  of  Dif- 
tillation  by  an  Alembick  or  a  Retort,  we  fhould  have 
a  better  potable  Gold.  But  where  fhall  we  find  fuch 
an  Artificer,  as  can  teach  us  the  way  of  preparing 
fuch  a  potable  Gold  ^  ’Tis  therefore  our  beft  way  to 
content  our  felves  with  fuch  Medicaments  as  we  have 
at  hand,  fb  long  untill  God  beftoweth  better  upon 
us.  This  likewife  I  believe,  that  if  we  did  but 
know  fuch  an  Artifice  as  to  wafh  and  purge  Mercu¬ 
ry,  in  fuch  fort  as  that  it  might  pafs  into  a  ponde¬ 
rous  and  fw-eet  Water,  and  if  we  could  fo  adjoyn 
fome  pure  Gold  thereunto  inftead  of  a  ferment  that 
they  might  lift  up  [or  fublime]  themfelves  together, 
and  again  become  conftant  and  fix.;  that  then,  from* 
them  would  arife  a  red  and  foluble  Carbuncle,  or 
true  potable  Gold.  But  thefe  are  onely  my  fimple 
thoughts  and  conceptions,  no  difpraife  to  thofe  fiip- 
pofiitions  which  other  men  have  entertained  concer¬ 
ning  this  matter.  So  likewife  if  fpiritual  Gold,  and 
the  fpiritual  Sulphur  of  the  Vine  be  conjoyned  by  the 
help  of  Salt,  they  give  a  good  potable  Gold,  which 
contains  in  it  Gold  potentially,  but  not  adually  or 
palpably,  as  may  be  feen  in  my^Treatife  of  the  true 
Aurum  Potabile,  which  being  clear  like  Water,  and 
a  bright  or  fair  potable  Gold,  I  do  adjoyn  to  my 
Cates  or  Sawces  inftead  of  Whitewine. 

But  even  as  White  wine  the  longer  it  is  kept,  the 
yellower  it  grows,  fb  likewife  white  Aurum  Fc- 
tabile  doth  not  retain  its  whitenefs  above  two  or  three 
months,  but  becomes  more  and  more  yellow,  and  is 
at  length  turned  into  a  rednefs,  but  ftill  retains  its 
tinging  faculty.  He  therefore  that  fhall  not  be  well 
pleafed  with  the  taft  of  [my]  Wine  or  potable  Gold, 
let  him  tarry  till  being  more  old  they  become  yellow 
or  red,  for  then  they  are  of  a  pleafanter  taft,  as  ha¬ 
ving  (through  long  Procefs  of  time)  loft  their  Sulphu¬ 
reous  Taft. 

But  as  touching  the  manner  of  making  that  pota¬ 
ble  Gold,  as  alfu  all  other  unpleafant,  fugacious,  and 
unripe  metallick  Potions,  pleafant,  ripe,  fix,  and 
fweet  Liquors,  that  ftiall  be  revealed  afterwards 

Furthermore,  1  do  here  ferve  our  inftead  ofagood 
drink,  the  golden-coloured  Soul,  or  my  Tindure 
made  of  Niter,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in  the  fecond 
part  of  ray  Spagyrical  Difpenfarory.  It  is  of  as 
much  virtue  in  Medicine  as  that  potable  Gold  is, 
which  I  made  mention  of  but  now,  but  performs 
nothing  in  Alchymy  or  in  the  Tranfmuration  of  Me¬ 
tals  ;  but  what  it  would  do  if  it  were  made  fix  and 
conftant  in  the  Fire,  I  do  not  as  yet  know,  fori 
have  not  as  yet  brought  it  to  that  pafs.  But  how  it 
may  be  made  fix  fhall  be  prefen tly  fliow-n.  T  his 
very  Tindure  in  the  degree  it  is  at  prefent  in,  pro- 
duceth  great  efteds  in  Medicine,  yea  and  greater 
too  than  thofe  which  i  publifhed  about  it,  in  the  fe¬ 
cond  part  of  my  Spagyrical  Difpenfarory.  It  is  of  a 
delightfull  Taft  to  the  Palate,  it  removes  the  ob- 
ftrudions  of  the  Liver,  Lungs,  and  Spleen,  it  pro¬ 
vokes  Urine,  expels  the  Stone,  prohibits  Obftrudi- 
ons  with  the  Excrements,  it  may  be  moft  fafely  ufed 
by  old  and  young,  yea  even  by  thofe  whole  ftrength 
is  much  debilitated,  and  it  is  wont  to  afford  them 
prefent  help;  it  wonderfully  O.irroborates,  and 
makes  all  Animals,  Minerals,  and  Vegetables  fruit, 
full,  and  this  will  eafily  appear  fb  to  be,  if  you  do 
but  take  fome  Vegetable  Seed  and  macerate  in  the 
fame,  and  then  pur  in  the  Earth,  it  grows  far  fpee- 
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diet  and  ripens  much  fooner  than  other  Seeds  are 

wont  to  do.  1  -r.  /' 

I  have  fometimes  macerated  Wheat,  Early,  Peale, 

and  the  Seeds  of  fuch  like  Corn  in  this  Liquor  for  a 
night,  and  being  thus  deeped,  have  Town  it  in  pure 
Sand  and  they  have  grown  ripe  far  fooner  than 
thofeVhich  have  been  planted  in  good  and  fat  Earth  : 
which  is  fuch  a  thing,  as  hath  made  many  Men  ex- 
trcamly  to  wonder,  when  they  faw  Corn  grow  in 
bare  Sand  without  any  ether  Earth  or  Dung,  and 
be  able  to  arrive  to  fuch  perfeiff  maturity. 

Many  other  Salts  there  are  of  no  great  coft,  and 
fuch  as  are  to  be  had  in  vaft  quantity,  with  which. 
Corn  being  macerated  and  fbwn  in  barren  Lands, 
and  in  fuch  as  are  not  dunged  doth  come  to  perfedt 
maturity  ;  and  this  I  have  tried  not  onely  once,  but 
oftentimes  ;  and  have  alfb  purpofed  (  if  God  pleafe  ) 
to  bring  it  into  publick  ufe,  in  thefe  United  Provin 
ces :  to  which  end,  the  moft  Supreme  Orders,  Gene¬ 
ral  and  Provincial,  have  granted  me  a  Priviledge  (or 
Patent)  for  many  years;  whereby  it  is  forbidden 
to  fow  or  plant  barren,  fandy  Grounds  and  undung 
ed,  after  this  kind  of  way,  without  my  confent. 
The  main  Bafis  of  the  knack  lies  in  Sea-falt,  which 
may  be  plentifully  had  in  thefe  places,  and  be  eafily 
prepafecl  and  made  ufe  of  (  to  fatten  lean  and  dry 
Grounds  with  )  inftead  of  Dung. 

But  amongft  all  fuch  like  Medicaments,  the  Tinc¬ 
ture  of  Nitre  bears  away  the  Bell ,  for  it  caufeth 
many  Stalks  to  fpring  up  out  of  one  Grane,  and  to 
yield  fruit,  a  thoufand  fold.  Nor  doth  it  onely  make 
the  Vegetables  fruitfulL,  but  Men  too,  and  the  terre 
ftrial  Animals,  and  even  the  Birds  themfelves  that 
live  in  the  Air.  And  by  the  fame  reafon  alfb  may 
it  be  brought  to  pafs,  that  even  the  Metals  may  be 
multiplied  by  the  help  thereof,  as  we  fhall  declare 
ajion,  in  what  follows. 

Both  thefe  Wines  or  efficacious  Drinks  doe  very 
well  fuit  with  the  metallick  Sawces  or  Junkets,  'they 
heat  the  Body,  help  the  concodtion  of  the  Stomach, 
corroborate  the  Spirits,  give  good  Nourifhment, 
drive  forth  out  of  the  Body  the  fuperfluous  Excre 
ments,  in  a  due  manner  by  Stool  and  Urine,  they 
caufe  Chearfulnefs,  beftow  a  profperous  Health, 
give  a  comely  Look,  and  change  the  Complexions 
into  the  Sanguine  and  beft  Complexion  ;  in  the  ac 
complifhmenc  of  all  which  things,  that  pure  and 
golden  coloured  Tindiire  of  Niter  excells. 

And  here  I  mufr  make  a  little  digreffion,  and  fet 
fbniewhac  more  clearly  afore  your  Eyes,  the  four 
primary  Complexions  ;  from  which  the  other  mixt 
ones  do  arife,  according  as  a  Man  partakes  the  more 
of  this  or  that  Complexion. 

Therefore  as  touching  the  Complexions,  the  An¬ 
cient  Phyficians  judged  chereofaccording  to  the  form 
and  colour  of  the  Hair,  and  were  of  this  Opinion, 
that  the  Sanguine  Complexion  which  of  all  others  is 
the  purefr,  produceth  red  Hairs  and  a  white  Skin 
full  of  fma’l  and  bright  Pores,  fuch  Men  being  indu¬ 
ed  with  hotand  moiif  Bloud,  and  of  a  found  Conlfi- 
tution  are  diligent,  learned,  pious,  prone  to  Venery, 
Ingenious,  Chearfull,  and  for  the  moft  part  long 
liv’d,  bur  are  fubjefl  to  hot  Difeafes,  as  Feavers,  the 
Plague,  and  the  like  ;  and  do  in  their  nature refem- 
ble  the  Sun,  araongfi:  the  Planets,  and  Gold  amongft 
the  Metals. 

The  Cholerick  have  very  black  Hair,  a  yellowifh 
Skin,  and  their  Bloud  is  hot  and  dry,  and  they  are 
wrachfull,  quarrelfome,  ftrong,  bold,  Warriours, 
addided  to  Whoredoms,  fubcle,  wicked,  falfe,  mer- 


cilefs,  rejoycingat  others  harms,  as  is  wont  to  be  in 
War.  They  are  tormented  with  raging  Feavers,  as 
alfo  with  the  overflowing  of  the  Gall,  and  they  are 
of  the  nature  of  Mars  and  Venus  amongft  the  Pla¬ 
nets  ;  and  of  Iron  and  Copper  amongft  the  Me¬ 
tals. 

The  Hairs  of  the  Melancholy  Complexion  are  for 
the  moft  part  betwixt  a  white  and  black  colour, and 
their  Skin  is  white.  They  are  of  a  cold  and  dry  na¬ 
ture,  quiet,  laborious,  mufing,  induftrious,  fincere, 
pious,  and  mercifull,  inclined  rather  to  weeping 
then  laughter,  if  they  hear  of  any  mifchances,  they 
aim  ,at  Juftice,  and  fear  God  without  Hypocrifie,  or 
efteem  of  Men.  They  are  fubjed  to  all  kinds  of  Di¬ 
feafes, are  afflided  with  a  debility  of  their  Limbs,  and 
are  compared  to  Saturn  zxvl  Jupiter  amongft  the  Pla¬ 
ners,  and  to  Lead  and  Tin  amongft  the  Metals. 

The  nature  and  property  of  the  fhlegmatkk  is 
moift  and  cold,  the  Hair  and  Skin  white,  the  Wit 
dull,  a  dreaming  fleepy  quality,  negligent,  careftill 
of  nothing,  obftinate,  envious,  flow,  and  grofs,  and 
unreachable,  the  Body  confifts  of  thick  or  homely 
Limbs,  and  is  wont  to  be  troubled  with  the  Scab, 
Ulcers,  and  cold  Feavers.  'Mongft  the  Planets  the 
Moon,  and  ’mongft  the  Metals,  Silver,  are  fuppo- 
fed  not  much  to  differ  from  their  Difpofition. 

Thefe  are  the  marks  (as  is  believed)  of  the  Com¬ 
plexions  in  Men  and  Beafts.  But  yet  you  are  to 
know,  that  one  [fingle]  Complexion  doth  very  rare¬ 
ly  bear  abfblute  fway  in  any  Man,  but  they  are  for 
the  moft  part  mixt,  and  fo  the  denomination  is  gi¬ 
ven  according  to  the  predominant  Complexion. 

A  Man  that  confifts  of  a  fanguine  and  phlegma- 
tick  property,  is  as  it  were  double  complexioned, 
and  both  the  colour  and  denomination  are  divided, 
fo  that  from  red  and  white,  yellow  hairs  arife,  and 
the  Men  themfelves  are  of  a  good,  temperate  and 
fruitfull  nature  ;  and  thus  is  it  to  be  underftood  of 
other  Commixtions. 

But  forafmuch  as  a  pure  and  fanguine  complexion 
is  efteemed  the  beft  and  wholfomeft ,  the  Ancient 
Phyficians  in  their  Cures  were  wont  to  call  the  fu- 
perfluity  of  any  phlegmatick  fcabby  perfon.  Phlegm 
and  watery  Blood  ;  [the  fuperfluity  ]  of  the  Melan- 
cholicki,  fad  and  irkfome  cogitations  [or  pennve 
dumps :  ]  and  [the  fiiperfluity  ]  of  Cholerick,  a  mad 
raging  brain.  Now  of  this  Phlegmatick,  Melancho¬ 
ly,  or  Cholerick  [perfon]  do  we  make  a  Sanguine 
one,  that  is,  a  Man  of  a  found  and  pure  blood. 
Upon  this  account  have  they  aferibed  this  property 
unto  their  Univerfal  Medicine,  viz,,  that  it  does  not 
onely  change  all  the  imperfed  complexions  of  Men, 
as  the  Cholerick,  Melancholy,  and  Phlegmatick  into 
the  Sanguine  ;  but  doth  alfo  tranfmute  all  the  imper- 
fed,  unripe,  grofs,  and  volatile  Metals  into  pure  Gold. 
For  if  a  Medicine  be  of  fb  much  virtue  as  to  convert 
all  the  Complexions  into  the  Sanguine  one,  it  will 
neceffarily  tranfmute  all  the  imperfed  Metals  like- 
wife,  as  Sathrn^  Jupiter,  Mars,  Venus,  Mercury  and 
Lune  into  Sol  or  Gold. 

Now  forafmuch  as  I  have  often  found  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  Experiments  that  I  have  made,  that  my  faid 
Medicine,  or  Tindure  of  Nitre  is  wont  to  colour  all 
kinds  of  Hair,  as  white,  brown,  black,  (  black  I  fay, 
which  may  ftem  impoffible  unto  many,  but  never- 
thelefs  is  very  true  ;  for  to  dye  white  Hair  with  a 
yellow  colour  is  a  thing  commonly  known,  bur  to 
tinge  black  Hair  with  a  yellow  or  red  colour,  is  a 
great  fecret)  and  even  all  other  colours,  none  ex¬ 
cepted,  with  a  golden  colour;  and  this  it  does  while 
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it  is  as  yet  of  an  unripe  and  flying  nature  :  Upon 
this  account  I  dare  perfwade  my  felf,  that  if  it  were 
but  brought  to  a  fix  and  conflant  nature,  it  could 
not  poflibly  be,  but  that  it  would  beftow  upon  the 
imperfeft  Metals,  a  golden  nature  and  perfedtion. 
But  by  reafon  of  its  too  tender  a  nature,  which  is  ex- 
treamly  impatient  of  a  Fire  of  Coals,  I  pondered 
upon  the  bufmefs  more  accurately,  and  perceived, 
that  it  is  indeed  a  thing  poflible  to  be  done,  although 
that  hitherto  I  never  had  a  convenient  time  of  per¬ 
fecting  of  the  fame.  And  as  concerning  the  manner 
how  it  may  be  done,  I  cannot  but  out  of  Chriflian 
Love,  difeover  the  fame  to  my  Neighbour. 

During  the  time  that  I  confidered  not  the  Words 
of  the  Angel  in  the  Sepulchre  of  Chrifl,  faying. 
Why  feek  ye  the  L  'm  'mg  among  the  Dead  ?  and  therefore 
fearch’d  about  in  filthy  Sepulchres,  in  which  I  could 
not  find  the  Life.  God  at  length  vouchfafed  to  look 
jipon  me  with  his  gratious  and  mercifull  Eyes,  and 
brought  me  into  the  right  way,  infomuch  that  lea¬ 
ving  the  Sepulchres  and  Monuments  or  Tombs  of 
the  Dead,  I  began  to  look  for  Life  amongft  the  Li¬ 
ving,  and  not  amongfl  the  Dead. 

God  onely  is  the  alone  and  eternal  Life,  who  be- 
ftoweth  upon  us  the  fo  much  delirable  Sun^  (  as  be¬ 
ing  the  Servant  of  God  )  by  the  help  of  the  Air.  Let 
us  boil,  roafl,  bake,  and  labour  as  much,  and  in  what 
manner  foever  we  pleafe  ;  yet  fhall  we  never  find 
any  livelinefs,  fave  from  the  Sun,  the  Servant,  Mi- 
nifler,  or  infirument  of  the  Omnipotent  God.  [  For 
elfe]  we  [doe  but]  prepare  us  Medicaments  deftitute 
of  virtues,  of  fine  out- fide  Colours,  but  within,  dead 
and  full  of  poifon,  becaufe  from  things  wanting  life, 
no  help  can  be  expected. 

Foralmuch  therefore,  as  we  gave  not  life  unto  our 
own  felves,  neither  can  we  defend  the  fame  againft 
death  without  that  one  onely  life  coming  unto  us 
from  above  :  it  is  very  expedient,  that,  omitting  the 
ftinking  dung,  we  betake  our  felves  to  the  pure  and 
living  fountain  of  God,  as  being  the  Centre  of  all 
life  ;  and  doe  feek  for  life,  from  the  Sun,  as  being 
the  great  mafler  of  all  the  created  Palace  [or  World.] 
The  way  of  etfefting  this,  will  I  reveal  unto  you  in 
a  few  words 

If  we  accurately  weigh  with  the  utmoft  of  our 
diferetions  this  whole  bufinefs,  we  clearly  fee  it  afore 
our  Eyes,  that  there  is  no  other  life  to  be  any-where 
found,  befides  that  univerfal  life  which  God  hath  im¬ 
planted  in  the  Sun^  and  which  the  Sun  fends  down 
unto  us  by  the  help  of  the  Air.  Let  any  one  make 
trial,  what  way  (oever  it  likes  him,  and  he  fhall  find 
this  moft  true. 

If  you  would  putrefie  an  Herb  or  Animal  in  a  fhut 
glafs,  fo  that  the  Air  cannot  penetrate  [into  it,]  there 
will  indeed  be  Magots  generated,  but  they  will  want 
life  fo  long,  unrill  the  glafs  being  opened ,  they  re¬ 
ceive  life  and  motion  from  the  Air.  If  you  put 
Herbs,  or  the  Flefh  of  living  Creatures  chopt  or 
bruifed  in  a  glafs,  and  fhut  it  dole,  and  keep  the 
glafs  for  a  while  in  hot  Horfe  dung,  or  elfe  in  warm 
water,  there  will  Vermine  [or  Maggots]  be  indeed 
generated,  but  yet  void  of  life,  which  (the  glafs  be 
ing  opened  )  will  begin  to  flir  of  themfelves  ;  and 
fo  having  gotten  life,  creep  our,  and  become  greater, 
and  will  get  other  forms  or  fhapes.  Place  likewife 
in  a  warm  place,  feme  little  Barrel  half  full  of  Wine, 
and  let  the  bung-hole  be  open,  that  it  may  putrefit 
and  begin  to  wax  fewre  ;  The  afeending  vapour  will 
gather  it  felf  about  the  faid  Bung  hole  into  a  tenaci 
ous  matter,  which  will  yield  fmall  little  vermine  [or 
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Mites,]  much  like  thofe  which  are  engendred  in 
Cheefe  ;  and  which  at  length  will,  by  reafen  of  the 
Air,  live  and  creep  forth.  If  you  put  a  Cover  over 
the  hole,  all  thefe  little  Mites  will  again  dye,  becaufe 
they  are  deprived  of  the  Air  from  which  Life  doth 
proceed.  Then  the  Cover  being  again  taken  off, 
and  the  Air  admitted,  they  doe  agen  creep ;  and 
following  after  the  Air,  endeavour  to  get  out  of  the 
Barrel  ;  out  of  which,  if  they  doe  bur  flay  feme 
hours  onely,  and  feci  the  full  Air,  they  attain  to  a- 
nother  form,  and  get  wings  and  fly  away,  which 
cannot  be  done  without  the  Air,  feeing  that  with¬ 
out  it  they  can  have  no  life. 

Let  fuch  Earth  as  hath  Seeds  fewn  therein  be  fb 
covered  over,  as  that  the  Air  cannot  penetrate  into 
it ;  which  being  fhut  out,  nothing  will  be  brought 
forth  :  or  let  it  fie  feme  Plant,  which  hath  already 
fprouted  up' out  of  the  earth  ;  if  you  doe  but  take 
the  Air  therefrom,  it  will  ceafe  growing  and  plainly 
wither  and  come  to  nought. 

From  whence  it  is  clearly  evident,  that  the  rife  of 
all  Life  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  Air,  which  very  Life 
it  felf,  the  Sun  hath  firfl  wrought  in  the  Air,  and  Arc 
knows  hqw  to  extrad  the  fame  again  thereout  of,  by 
a  certain  Magnetical  way,  and  make  it  vifible,  pal- 
pable,  and  fenfible. 

But  all  the  Air  is  not  meer  life,  but  contains  this 
feme  life  difperfed,  or  dilated  in  it,  like  a  great  deal 
of  water  containing  in  it  but  little  Salt,  it  felf  being 
vifible,  but  the  Salt  which  is  therein,  invifible.  And 
juft  fo  is  the  life  difperfed  in  the  bodies  of  Men,  and 
other  Animals,  and,  being  invifible,  hath  its  habita¬ 
tion  in  the  blood,  fo  that,  withoutit,_£he  whole  body 
would  be  immovable  and  remain  dead.  Now  when 
either  a  Man,  or  any  other  living  Creature  is  con- 
verfent  in  the  open  Air,  he  attradeth  to  himfelf  by 
his  breathing,  (by  a  certain  Sympathetical  power 
and  property)  as  much  Air  as  is  requifite  for  the 
Heart,  (which  is  the  Center,  Receptacle,  or.  Houfe 
of  the  Life)  for  the  nouriftiment  of  the  fpiritual  Life, 
and  as  for  the  refidue,  and  unprofitable  parr,  it  cafts 
it  away  by  the  Antipathetical  virtue  and  property 
of  the  out-blowing  (breath  or)  expiration.  So  that 
no  Man,  no  Animal,  no  Herb,  no  Mineral,  can 
polTibly  enjoy  a  living  and  growing  faculty,  if  this 
food  of  Life  were  withdrawn  therefrom.  Which 
feeing  it  is  fo,  and  cannot  be  otherwife,  it  doth  ne- 
ceflarily  ■  follow,  that  the  true  univerfal  Medicine 
cannot  be  prepared  in  any  (hut  up  (or  clofe)  Vef 
fels  as  is  commonly  done.  Do  but  look  I  pray  upon 
the  Birth  and  Generation  of  Salt-peter,  the  «Body  of 
which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  effential  Salt  of  the  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals,  or  Minerals,  which  attradeth  to 
it  felf  the  Fire  out  of  the  Air,  as  is  well  known. 
Therefore,  whereas  all  Salts  are  wont  to  be  turned 
(by  the  help  of  the  Fire  and  Air)  into  burning  and 
live  Salt-peter,  and  that  no  body  can  bring  the  feme 
to  pafs  without  Air  -.  we  fliould  by  good  right  learn 
from  thence  thus  much,  wx.  to  endeavour  to  make 
•  our  Medicaments  too,  alive  by  the  Air.  For  a 
Medicine  that  is  deftitute  of  life  will  febdue  and  de- 
ftroy  a  Difeafe  even  juft  as  much  as  common  Salt  will 
overturn  a  Mountain,  and  throw  it  out  of  its  place, 
without  being  animated  as  it  were  by  the  Air,  and 
tranfmuted  into  burning  and  living  Salt-peter.  Tru¬ 
ly  therefore  and  by  experience  do  I  fey,  that  all  the 
faculty  of  growth,  all  Tranlplantation,  and  every 
life  owes  its  birth  to  the  Air,  and  without  it  do  they 
all  become  dead  and  fo  remain. 


H  h  h  h  h 


The 


Part  I. 


The  Fourth  Fart  of 


390 

The  Air  receives  [^its^  viral  food  from  the  Sun, and 
the  Sun  derives  its  Original  from  God,  the  Center 
and  Beginning  of  every  Life.  And  therefore  when 
we  are  defirous  of  extracting  that  vital  food  out  of 
the  Air  by  the  help  of  Art*  and  of  reducing  it  into 
a  vifible  body  ,  it  is  behoovcfull  and  expedienti  that 
we  expofe  thereunto  a  certain  Magnet,  which  may 
draw  the  fame  unto  it  (elf,  and  be  by  little  and  little 
augmented  therewithal! ,  and  may  grow  both  in 
quantity  and  virtue,  even  as  an  Herb  out  of  the 
Earth  ;  or  as  an  Animal  gets  it  (elf  growth  and  en- 
crea(e  by  meat  and  drink,  and  adds  to  it  (elf  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  ftrength  and  greatne(s ,  and  at  length 
affbeiates  it  (elf  unto  [or  couples  with]  its  like,  and 
multiplieth  its  kind. 

Man  him(elf  doth  without  intermiffion  attract  to 
himfelf  the  Air,  by  the  help  of  his  Lungs ;  but  the 
Heart  retains  onely  the  vital  food  thereof,  and  re- 
jeCleth  all  the  reft  like  fo  much  excrement.  The  Bo¬ 
dy  it  (elf  alfo  doth  daily  alTume  food  and  fuftenance 
by  the  Mouth,  but  the  Stomach  tranfmits  the  nutri¬ 
ment  that  is  (eparated  thereout  of,  to  the  Liver,  to  be 
reduced  into  blood  and  fle(h  :  but  the  Excrements, 
as  the  Dung,  Urine,  Sweat,  and  the  like,  it  bani(heth 
out  of  the  body  by  the  ufual  palTages.  Thus  like 
wi(e  (lands  the  ca(e  without  Medicament.  According 
as  the  Magnet  is,  that  we  expo(e  to  the  faid  Air,  fo 
accordingly  doth  it  attraCl  its  like  out  of  the  faid  Air, 
whereby  it  may  get  to  it  (elf.  Life,  Virtue, and  Power. 
But  it  cannot  polfibly  be,  that  it  (hould  extraCl  that 
virtue  and  faculty  fimply  pure  and  clean  ;  No,  but 
it  gets  to  it  felf  alfo  a  certain,  unprofitable,  and  wa 
tery  EflTence,  which  is  afTociated  unto  that  [virtue,] 
which  acqueity  doth  again  go  off,  as  a  fuperfluous 
Excrement,  and  muft  necellarily  beftow  the  Life 
onely  upon  the  Magnet,  that  it  may  be  therewithal! 
encrea(ed  and  ftrengthened.  If  I  defire  to  have  a 
Vegetable,  then  muft  I  fow  a  Vegetable  Seed  ;  or 
fuch  a  Magnet  is  to  be  placed  there,  as  may  alTociate 
or  ad  joy  n  unto  it  felf  its  like  out  of  the  Air.  If  you 
would  have  an  Animal,  then  an  Animal  Seed,  or 
Animal  Magnet  is  to  be  u(ed.  But  if  that  which  I 
(eek  is  to  be  more  pure,  and  more  conftant  [or 
lading :  ]  a  purer  Magnet  muft  neceffarily  be  expo" 
(ed ;  for  like  doth  always  (eek  its  like ;  love,  o’er- 
comc,  and  conferve  it :  according  to  the  teftimony  of 
the  Ancient  Wife  men.  Nature  rejeyceth  with  Nature : 
Nature  o'ver  comes  Nature  :  Nature  ret  amt  Nature. 

And  therefore  (teing  our  purpofe  tends  to  this, 
namely,  to  extraCl  the  invifible  faculty  of  Life,  the 
power  and  virtue  of  the  Sun  out  of  the  Air  ;  to  con¬ 
centrate  it,  and  make  it  corporeal,  vifible,  and  pal¬ 
pable  ;  It  behooves  us  to  provide  our  felves  with  a 
fitting  Seed  or  Magnet,  which  may  earneftly  atrraCl, 
overcome,  and  hold  the  fame.  Now  fuch  Magnets 
are  pure  Gold,  and  the  mod  pure  Soul  of  Salt-peter, 
both  of  them  being  the  true  ofF(pring  of  the  vivify¬ 
ing  Sun. 

Becaufe  therefore  like  defires  its  like,  loves,  and 
(eeks  after  it,  a  poifonous  Magnet  muft  not  be  expo- 
fed  [to  attract]  a  vital  food  ;  For  as  is  the  nature  of 
the  Magnet,  (b  like  wife  doth  it  atrraCl  good  or  evil 
out  of  the  Air.  It  is  a  thing  that  Husbandmen  are 
well  acquainted  withall,  namely,  that  Wheat  produ- 
ceth  nothing  elfe  but  Wheat,  and  from  Tares  do 
Tares  arife  If  the  Seed  or  Magnet  be  aureous  and 
pure,  it  will  al(b  acquire  to  it  (elf  pure  and  golden 
Virtues,  and  be  encreafed  by  them. 


The  manner  of  [0  placing  the  Magnets,  that  (hy  Solutu 
ons  and  Coagulations)  they  may  recei've  the  Jflral 
and  vivifying  Rays  of  the  Sun ,  and  may  render 
them  vifible,  corporeal,  palpable,  and  durable  in  the 
Fire. 

Y  O  U  muft  get  made  fome  flat  and  ftrong  glafs 
Diflies  or  Platters,  in  which  you  muft  put 
your  Magnet  the  thicknefs  of  half  a  fingers  breadth, 
and  expofe  it  moift  to  the  Sun,  that  the  unprofitable 
humidity  may  vani(h  by  evaporation.  Which  done 
(  and  in  the  Summer-time  it  will  be  done  in  a  few 
hours,  ef^cially  if  there  were  not  too  much  of  the 
Golden  Liquor  put  into  the  Difhes)  expofe  the  fame 
piihes,  which  contain  in  them  the  [thus]  dried  Salt, 
in  the  night-time,  open  to  the  cold  and  moift  Lunar 
Beams,  that  the  Salt  may  by  its  magnetick  virtue 
aflbeiate  unto  it  felf  from  the  Air,  the  Water,  which 
carries  in  it  the  univerfal  food  of  the  Air,  and  con- 
fequently  may  be  diffolved.  This  Solution  is  to  be 
agen  fet  out  in  the  day- time  to  the  Sun-beams,  which 
will  again  dry  up  the  unprofitable  moifture,  and 
leave  in  the  Salt,  that  vivifying  and  golden  Seed, 
which  it  contracted  in  the  cold  Night  and  Air,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  humidity,  which  is  void  of  any  vir¬ 
tue.  The  Salt  being  freed  by  the  Sun  from  its  fii- 
perfluous  moifture,  muft  be  again  expofed  at  Night 
to  the  Lunar  beams,  that  it  may  again  imbibe  the 
Aftral  virtues,  and  may  be  agen  dilTolved  in  the  im¬ 
bibed  water,  that,  being  the  next  day,  as  the  day  a- 
fore,  expofed  to  the  Sun,  it  may  be  animated  ane\v 
with  thofe  fame  virtues ;  Thefe  expofings  by  turns 
[to  the  Sun  and  Moon,2  muft  be  fo  long  and  (b  ofteri 
repeated,  untill  the  (aid  Magnet,  (  after  its  being  dri¬ 
ed  at  the  day-time  in  the  Sun)  will,  at  the  night¬ 
time,  hardly  admit  of  any  moifture  from  the  Air, 
and  that  being  dry  and  put  upon  a  red-hot  Plate, 
it  readily  melts  without  fume.  For  then  may  it  be 
applied  to  u(e,  as  being  a  conftant  and  fix  Medica¬ 
ment. 

This  interchangeable  Solution  and  Coagulation 
muft  be  repeated  (bme  hundreds  of  rimes,  and  every 
Solution  and  Coagulation  is  to  be  accounted  for  a 
Philofophical  day. 

If  now  in  the  Summer-(eafon  the  heat  of  the  Sun 
be  not  ftrong  enough  in  our  Countries  for  the  effec¬ 
ting  of  this  operation,  the  faid  heat  may  be  concen¬ 
tred  by  Glaffes,  or  metallick  Inftrumenrs,  and  be 
made  more  efficacious ,  that  the  Coagulation  may 
be  ripened  [or  haftned.]  But  in  defed  of  fuch  In¬ 
ftrumenrs,  and  want  of  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  which 
is  frequently  over-caft  with  (lore  of  Clouds,  you  may 
eafily  forward  the  Coagulation  with  our  Common 
Fire,  and  that  too  with  a  more  unfailable  and  fpee- 
dier  operation  than  that  is,  wherein  the  drying  up 
by  the  Solar  heat  is  always  to  be  waited  for.  And 
although  this  operation,  which  is  performed  in  the 
Sun,  is  to  be  accounted  of  as  far  the  better,  yet  not- 
withftanding  the  Sun  doth  operate  together  with 
our  Common  Fire  after  an  invifible  manner,  when 
we  cannot  make  u(e  of  the  Sun  it  (elf.  For  where- 
foever  the  Air  is,  there  alfo  is  to  be  found  the  invifi¬ 
ble  Sun,  and  the  occult  virtue  and  power  of  life. 
He  that  can  have  the  opportunity  of  ufing  the  Sun 
in  this  operation,  needs  not  any  other  Fire.  But  the 
ufing  of  our  Common  Fire  requireth  a  peculiar  Iron 
Furnace,  whereon  the  Difhes  or  Bafons  are  to  be 
placed  to  dry.  But  yet  the  heat  muft  not  be  under¬ 
neath,  and  ftrike  at  the  bottom  of  the  (aid  Bafons, 
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but  it  muft  be  fuch  as  may  ftrike  the  heat  down¬ 
wards  at  top  of  the  matter  onely,  and  may  gently 
and  by  little  and  little  confume  the  humidity :  For 
[  elle  there  would  be  hazard  of  the  Liquors  boiling  o- 
ver,  and  of  being  loft,  if  the  heat  fliould  be  placed 
under  the  bottom  of  the  Diflies.  The  Iron  Furnace 
may  be  made  of  Iron  Plates, refembling  Arched  work, 
[or  Oven  like 3  and  be  placed  within  a  Stone  Fur¬ 
nace,  and  have  a  Door  fitted  thereunto,  that  fo  nei¬ 
ther  Duft  nor  Aftics  may  fly  thereinto,  and  by  this 
way  will  the  Salts  be  dried  in  two  or  three  hours 
time.  A-nd  now,  that  you  may  not  need  to  wait  till 
the  night  approacheth,  you  may  have  a  wooden 
Box  or  Cheft  made,  and  covered  over  at  the  top,  but 
pierced  full  of  holes  all  round  about  the  fides,  which 
(  with  the  Bafons  placed  therein  )  may  in  the  Win- 
ter-fealbn  be  let  abroad  to  the  cold  Air,  and  in  the 
Summer-time  may  be  placed  in  Ibme  moift  Cellar, 
j  that  fo  the  Salts  may  attrad  from  the  Air  the  food  of 
Life.  For  in  all  places  of  the  World  doth  the  Air 
}  contain  in  it  (  though  in  one  place  more  plentifully, 
j  and  better,  than  in  another)  that  occult  faculty  and 
'  virtue  of  Life,  without  which,  neither  Men  nor  Ani- 
I  mals  are  able  to  live.  But  by  how  much  purer  the 
i  Air  lhall  be  ,  fo  much  the  purer  and  more  ex- 
j  cellent  is  the  acquired  Medicine.  As  for  the  Tranf- 
mutation  of  Metals,  it  matters  not  much  what  Air 
it  is  that  you  get,  for  every  fort  of  Air  is  fit  for  this 
operation.  We  doe  in  this  place  manifeft  onely  the 
way  of  fixing  it :  Now  every  one  knows  that  a  pure 
and  clean  Air  is  better  than  a  grols  and  an  impure 
one,  and  that  the  heat  of  the  Sun  is  better  than  the 
heat  of  Coles,  or  of  a  Lamp. 

Thomas  Aojutnas  writes,  that  God  with  his  Angels 
cannot  want  our  fire,  and  therefore  is  he  reproved 
by  Paracelfusy  becaufe  he  faith  that  God  cannot  want 
the  Elementary  f^re.  Alas,  Good  man,  he  did  not 
fo  accurately  weigh  this  matter,  for  this  propofition 
tends  onely  to  this  end,  namely,  to  let  afore  our 
eyes  the  purity  of  the  Fire  neceflary  for  the  Coiftion 
of  our  Medicine.  From  whence  it  is  fufficiently 
manifeft,  that  a  Medicament  will  be  lb  much  the 
better,  by  how  much  the  purer  the  Fire  lhall  be. 
For  a  grofs  Air  begets  a  grols  Blood,  But  in  this 
operation,  the  Air  is  the  Meat  and  Drink  of  our 
Golden  Salt,  but  the  Water  or  Phlegm  is  to  be  dri¬ 
ven  away  by  heat,  it  being  a  fuperfluous  Excrement 
adhering  on  to  that  Air,  Now  in  thole  manifold 
Solutions  and  Coagulations,  the  Magnet  doth  al¬ 
ways  retain  lome  good  thing ,  and  encreafeth  both 
in  weight  and  virtue,  and  attaineth  a  conftancy  : 
like  as  Men  and  other  Animals  are  encreafed  with 
Meat  and  Drink,  and  doe  grow  in  ftature,  and  mul¬ 
tiply  themfelves.  The  whole  work*  therefore  of  ma- 
'  king  this  kingly  Medicament  by  the  help  of  the  fecret 
Solar  fire,  doth  confift  in  a  good,  pure,  and  golden 
Magnet,  and  afterwards  in  a  true  Solution  and  Co¬ 
agulation  :  Which  if  it  be  too  fpeedy  and  ftrong,  the 
over  much  heat  will  burn  up  and  confume  the  at- 
tradted  food  of  Life,  If  therefore  a  Medium  be  not 
uled,  it  fo  happens,  as  ’tis  wont  to  be  in  any  Earth 
that  is  too  moift,  and  therefore  not  [capable  of  J 
bearing  fruit.  So  that  nothing  is  more  neceflary 
than  to  have  a  due  regard  of  mediocrity ,  not 
onely  in  the  Solution,  but  in  the  Coagulation  like- 
wife. 

And  this  is  that  way  by  which  the  Solution  done 
in  th^  Air,  and  the  Coagulation  made  in  the  Sun, 
dot  reduce  the  Mercurial  water,  and  the  Minerals 
prepared  with  Salt  into  fulile  and  tinging  Stones  j 


j  which  thing  the  Common  fire  will  never  perform  in 
a  glals  doled  up,  and  without  the  Air. 

Note  this,  and  believe  it,  and  doe  it,  and  thou 
wilt  find  what  thou  haft  believed,  come  to  pals. 

Supper  being  ended,  and  the  Drinking-bout  over, 
’tis  time  for  the  Guefts  to  go  to  Bed,  unto  whom 
the  cuftom  of  feme  is  to  prefent  a  doling  Cup,  made 
of  good  and  profitable  Herbs,  ’mongft  which,  liich 
as  are  more  bitter,  are  for  the  moft  part  in  greateft 
efteem,  becaufe  they  clofe  up  the  mouth  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  beget  a  quiet  Sleep. 

Now  to  parallel  this  Cuftom,  I  will  here  fet  one 
dovvn,  forthofe  that  are  defirousof  fuch  like  bitter 
Potions,  and  fuch  an  one  as  they  may  prepare  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  pleafure,  and  apply  to  ufe. 

Take  of  common  Aqua  Fortis^  which  you  muft 
reftifie  by  a  Cucurbit,  or  by  a  Retort,  that  it  may 
be  bright  and  clear.  Diflblve  therein,  by  boiling  in 
hot  Sand,  as  much  cupellated  Silver  as  it  will  dif- 
folve ;  but  you  are  to  note  here,  that  there  muft 
not  be  any  Copper  at  all  in  the  Silver,  for  it  would 
fpoil  the  Medicament.  Into  the  Solution  pour  ftrong 
and  well  rectified  Spirit  of  Sal-Armonlack,  fo  long 
till  the  Acfua  Fortis  makes  no  more  Ebullition.  When 
all  the  tiffing  and  noife  is  over,  there  will  be  about 
the  half  part  of  the  Silver  precipitated,  and  fettled 
to  the  bottom,  and  will  be  of  an  alhy  colour.  Place 
the  Glals  in  Sand,  put  Fire  thereunder,  and  boil 
the  precipitated  Silver  with  the  in  which 

boiling  there  will  feparate  yet  more  Silver  out  of  the 
Menfiruum^  and  the  refidue  will  remain  diflblved  up 
in  the  Menfirmm,  which  is  to  be  filtered  through 
Cap  paper,  and  then  to  be  evaporated  by  little  and 
little  in  Sand,  that  all  the  humidity-  may  be  ab- 
ftra(fted. 

N,  B.  The  A<iua  Forth  and  Spirit  of  Sal-Armoni- 
ack,  turn  into  a  liquid  and  volatile  Salt,  and  have 
loft  their  corroding  property,  which  Salt  hath  intro¬ 
verted  the  Silver,  and  drawn  its  bitternefs  forth,  in- 
fbmuch  that  both  Salts  are  converted  into  one  bitter 
and  green  Salt.  This  Salt  muft  be  diflblved,  filter¬ 
ed,  and  purified  by  pouring  Water  thereon,  and 
again  drawing  it  olf ;  and  being  hereby  rendred 
more  pure,  it  relblves  it  felf  in  the  cold  Air  into  a 
green  and  bitter  Liquor,  one  drop  of  which  is  able 
to  make  a  whole  Cupfull  of  Wine  bitter.  And  this 
Wine  being  drunk  is  profitable  to  the  Stomach,  cau- 
feth  quiet  Sleep,  diffipates  Windinefs,  and  keeps  the 
Belly  Soluble. 

N.  B.  This  Salt  guilds  over  Glafles,  and  other  gla¬ 
zed  Veflels  with  Silver,  nor  does  it  vanifti  away  but 
remains  conftant.  It  likewife  performs  other  confi- 
derable  effects  in  Alchymy,  as  may  be  feen  in  my 
other  Writings,  but  el^cially  in  the  fecond  part  of 
my  Furnaces,  of  the  laft  Edition.  And  thus  do  I 
leave  the  Guefts  to  their  reft,  that  they  may  Sleep 
even  till  broad  Day-light. 

The  Sun  being  up,  and  feme  of  the  Guefts  being 
very  droughty  or  thirfty  with  their  Yefternight  Sur¬ 
feiting,  and  being  tormented  with  overmuch  Heat ; 
they  endeavour  to  extinguifti  this  Inflammation  cf 
the" Liver,  with  cold  Fountain  Water,  or  with  fmall 
Beer,  or  with  hungry  and  fharpning  Wine.  Others 
fend  to  the  Apothecaries  for  feme  Syrup  of  Rofes,  or 
Violets,  and  mix  that  with  Fountain  Water,  and  fo 
drink  it  off.  But  the  burning  hot  Liver  is  prefently 
fmitten  with  a  hidden  horrour,  the  Stomach  is  re¬ 
frigerated,  and  befet  with  clammy  Humours,  and 
moft  an  end  the  Limbs  are  debilitated,  the  Skin  be¬ 
comes  Scabby  and  cold  Leavers  poflels  the  Stomach. 

Inftead 
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Inftead  therefore  of  fuch  like  drink,  I  will  here  fub- 
ftitute  a  far  better  cooling  Potion,  which  (hall  not 
hinder  the  health,  as  thole  do,  but  be  profitable  to 
the  fame. 

Q  Take  one  pound  of  Spirit  of  Salt,  not  of  that  yel- 
low,  unredlified  Spirit  that  is  fold  in  the  Shops,  but 
of  our  well  redlified  Spirit ;  wherein  dilfolve  as  much 
Tartar  as  it  will  allociate  unto  it  felf  in  a  gentle  boi¬ 
ling  fiber,  the  Solution  through  Cap-paper,  that  fo 
all  the  Foeces  which  were  in  the  Tartar,  may  abide 
in  the  Paper, and  the  Spirit  ofSalt  it  felf  together  with 
the  [dilfolved]  Tartar  may  pafs  through,  bright  and 
clear  ;  if  the  Solution  Hands  long  in  a  cold  place, part 
of  the  Tartar  will  Ihoot  into  Cryftals,and  part  there* 
of  will  remain  mixt  with  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  give 
it  a  gratefull  vinous  Acidity.  If  you  ufe  white  Tar¬ 
tar  then  the  faid  Spirit  will  remain  white,  red  Tar¬ 
tar  tingeth  the  fame  with  the  colour  of  .a  Ruby. 
N.  B.  The  Spirit  of  Salt  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  that 
it  makes  all  colours  more  fair.  You  may  therefore 
ule  red  Tartar  to  make  this  Potion  withall,  becaufe 
of  the  lovelinefs  of  the  colour,  wherewith  it  tingeth 
the  Spirit  of  Salt,  for  as  to  the  virtues  and  efficacy 
of  them,  there  is  no  difference  to  be  found  between 
them. 

This  Tartarized  Spirit  of  Salt  is  very  fweet,  and 
tafts  like  an  acid  Wine,  f()me  drops  of  which,  being 
drunk  in  cold  Fountain  Water,  will  not  at  all  hurt 
the  Liver  :  nor  will  it  onely  allay  the  droughtineft 
and  thirft,  butallbffir  up  in  the  Stomach  an  Appe¬ 
tite  to  meat  and  drink.  And  therefore  I  do  com¬ 
mend  this  Tartarized  Spirit  of  Salt,  beyond  all  other 
thirft-allaying  Remedies,  and  it  may  be  taken  fafely 
and  plealantly,  both  Summer  and  Winter^  becauie 
thcunripeand  acidWines  being  drunk  with  Fountain 
Water  and  Sugar,  do  refrigerate  the  Stomach,  and 
load  it  with  tenacious  humours,  and  weaken  the  Ap¬ 
petite,  and  hinder  digeftion, 

Moll  profitable  therefore  is  this  our  Spirit  unto 
thole,  who  daily  drinking  much  Ale,  may  always 
mix  a  little  of  the  fame  with  their  Ale.  For  it  makes 
the  Ale  to  tall  like  an  acidilh  Wine,  it  allays  thirll, 
lb  that  there  will  not  need  fuch  a  guzling  in  of  fo 
great  a  quantity  of  thick  Ale,  it  dilcufieth  Wind,  ex- 
pells  Urine,  hinders  the  generation  of  the  Stone  in 
the  Bladder  and  Reins,  and  if  it  be  already  genera¬ 
ted  it  difiblves  and  confumes  the  lame,  aed  by  little 
and  little  drives  out  the  fame  with  the  Urine.  Being 
adminlllred  to  fuch  as  are  troubled  with  the  Feaver, 
Gout,  Stone,  and  Scurvy,  and  that  in  all  their 
drink,  it  is  a  pleafant  and  profitable  Remedy.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  ufe  of  which,  you  may  find  morefpoken 
in  my  Treatife,  intituled,  'The  Confolation  of  Sailors. 

Now  befides  all  this,  there  is  yet  one  thing  more 
that  I  (hall  here  admonilh  you  of;  namely,  that 
by  the  Spirit  of  Salts  help  may  a  Remedy  be  admi- 
nillred  to  many  more  hurtfull  diforders,  bur  efpeci- 
ally  in  the  Head  of  thole  lharpilh  Waters,  unto 
which,  Men  are  wont  to  come  from  far  and  under¬ 
take  long  Journeys,  lofing  their  moll  pretious  time 
and  Money,  negledling  their  Galling,  their  Houlhold 
Affairs,  their  Wife  and  Children,  upon  the  bare  hope 
of  recovering  their  former  Health  :  Whereas  not- 
withftanding,  the  Spirit  of  Salt  well  prepared  with 
Tartar,  and  haying  a  little  Steel  Powder  put  there¬ 
into,  will  perform  the  very  fame  effed  as  the  Cal i- 
beat  Waters  are  wont  to  do,  and  fo  they  may  avoid 
the  lols  oflb  much  expences,  and  of  their  pretious 
time  ;  and  thus  every  one  may  dilcharge  and  follow 
his  own  Calling  and  Domellick  Affairs,  and  yet  for 


all  that,  be  cured  by  the  help  of  the  Tartarized  and 
Chalibeat  Spirit  of  Salt  which  openeth  the  Obllruc- 
tions  of  the  Liver  and  Spleen. 

But  what  lhall  I  fay  much  for  I  Some  ha^Iy  there 
are  that  go  the  more  willingly  to  thofe  Waters  every 
year  for  other  reafons.  Such  as  have  old  chiding 
Wives  at  Home,  that  take  it  very  ill  if  their  Hus¬ 
bands  do  but  flir  out  of  Doors,  and  are  continually 
a  plaguing  them  with  Scoldings  and  ill  Words,  have 
not  thefe  think  you  great  reafon  to  foek  fome  Di- 
verfion  I 

Young  Women  alfo  love  to  vifit  thefe  Waters  and 
Baths,  who  meeting  not  with  fo  much  heat  in  their 
feeble  and  aged  Husbands,  as  to  beget  them  with 
Child,  betake  themfelves  to  thofe  Waters  and  Baths, 
whereat  all  times  they  meet  with  adlive  ftrong Com¬ 
panions,  full  of  ftrength  and  Metal,  who  without 
doubt  do  frequent  the  laid  places,  for  this  very  end, 
namely,  to  apply  warm  fuppofitories  to  thofe  cold 
Women,  and  uterine  emplaflers  to  make  them  Fruit- 
full,  and  to  take  away  Sterility.  Such  kind  of  Dames 
being  fellored  to  their  former  health,  asid  re¬ 
turned  Home,  their  Husbands  find  (after  fome  few 
Months)  how  effectual  the  ufe  of  thofe  Waters  have 
been  upon  their  Wives. 

Befides,  it  mofl  an  end  happens  that  the  Mailer 
and  Miftrefs  being abfent, the  Houfhold  Affairs  are  ve¬ 
ry  awkwardly  adminiftred  and  managed  by  the  Chil¬ 
dren,  the  AIcn-fervants,  and  Maid  fervants ;  and 
that  common  German  Proverb  doth  ufually  take 
place;  The  Cat  being  out  of  the  way.,  The  Mice  upon 
the  Shelves  do  play.  The  truth  of  this  is  fufficiently 
teftified  by  frequent  Examples.  And  therefore  it  is 
much  better  to  drink  thefe  acid  Waters  at  Home, 
whereby  both  Money  and  Time  is  fpared,  and  ma¬ 
ny  evils  prevented.  And  thus  much  may  fuffice  to 
have  been  faid  concerning  a  refrigerating  Drink. 

And  now,  feeing  we  have  at  hand  good  Cheefe 
and  Butter,  good  Sawces  or  Cates,  and  delicate 
Drink, can  we  notbe  herewith  content. Verily  in  my 
Judgment  here’s  enough  difht  out  for  one  Banquet. 
But  fome  may  fay,  in  very  good  time  !  Glauber  [in¬ 
deed]  does  not  onely  teach  us  the  preparation  of 
good  Meats,  but  likewife  of  Cheefe,  Butter,  Sawces, 
[or  Junkets,]  and  pretious  Wine,  but  yet  tells  us  not 
from  whence  the  Milk  to  make  the  Cheefe  and  But¬ 
ter  withall  is  to  be  had,  nor  whence  the  Sugar  and 
Spices  for  the  Catps,  and  the  Grapes  needfull  to 
make  the  Wine  with,  are  to  be  gotten  I  What  be¬ 
nefit  have  we  by  knowing  how  to  make  Cheefo  and 
Butter,  and  yet  want  Cows  to  yield  us  Milk  I  To 
fatisfie  thefe,  we  will  demonftrate  unto  them,  that 
even  both  the  Milk  it  felf,  and  the  precious  Spices, 
and  mofl  excellent  Grapes  are  all  attainable  by  the 
help  of  Salt. 

In  my  Treatife  called  Miraculam  Mundi,  as  like¬ 
wife  in  that  called  The  continuation  of  the  fame,  and  in 
that  Book,  of  the  nature  of  Salts,  1  have  clearly  en¬ 
ough  fhown,  that  all  the  faculty  of  the  Growth  and 
Nourifhment  of all  growing  and  movable  Creatures 
doth  take  its  rife  and  original  out  of  Salt  alone,  and 
that  the  corretffionor  melioration,  not  onely  of  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals,  but  even  of  the  Minerals  too, 
is  to  be  fought  for  from  the  fame. 

But  forafinuch  as  this  bettering  of  the  Metals 
meets  with  but  little  credit  and  is  very  hardly  belie¬ 
ved  and  underflood, (nay  ’tis  plainly  thought  a  thing 
impoflible  to  be  -  efeclcd,j  1  could  not  choofo  but 
manifefl  and  demonftrate  the  truth  of  the  fame  unto 
the  whole  World  ; ‘namely,  that  like  as  the  Metals 
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are  in  long  procels  of  time  maturated  bv  Salt  in  I 
the  Bowels  of  the  Earth:  Even  fo  may  the  fame  be  I 
likewife  maturated,  mundified,  and  amended  out  of 
the  Earth,  by  Salt,  by  the  help  and  benefit  of  Art  ;i 
not  onely  by  the  moift  way,  but  alfb  by  the  dry,  and 
that  with  one  Fire,  in  one  Furnace,  and  with  one 
Servant,  whom  I  will  in  this  place  call  The  Country¬ 
man  payinpr^  his  yearly  Rent.  When  his  belly  is  con 
tinually  fill’d  with  Coles,  his  Plows  never  ceafe  go¬ 
ing,  fb  that  weekly,  monthly  and  yearly  he  is  able 
to  pay  his  mafter  the  due  hire,  namely  Gold  and 
Silver,  wherewith  all  things  neceflary  for  houfliold 
expences  may  be  gotten. 

And  although  this  Countryman,  which  I  will  here 
I  defcribe,  be  not  that  [great]  Country-Farmer,  which 
I  have  mentioned  in  the  Third  Part  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany  :  yet  notwithftanding  he  is  a  little  one,  and 
one  that  will  difcover  fo  much  unto  the  ignorant  as 
to  caufe  them  to  believe  that  the  things  which  1  fpeak 
i  of  are  polTible  to  be  done,  and  that  there  is  a  yet 

I  richer  and  better  Countryman.  But  this  here  is  to 

be  accounted  as  a  fmall  Cow,  and  which  will  how¬ 
ever  fupply  you  with  Milk,  Butter  and  Cheefe,  for 
neceflary  ufes,  if  not  with  Sugar,  Spices,  and  Wine 
too,  to  be  fet  out  upon  the  Table.  If  this  Country 
fellow  be  too  little  and  fmall  for  any  one,  he  may 
even  provide  himfelf  of  a  better,  and  learn  by  the 
confideration  of  this,  by  what  means  fuch  Country¬ 
men  are  to  be  nouriflied,  that  fo  the  Rent  may  be 
gotten  from  him  in  its  due,  time. 

A.  The  little  Country  Tenant  vtith  one  Plovt,  B.  The 
Gountryman  ’ivith  three  PIotvs.  C.  The  Countrymans 
Cap.  D.  His  three  Plows.  E.  The  Regifiers  to  govern 
the  Fire  by.  F.  The  Glafs  fet  in  with  his  Aiembick  and 
Receiver.  G.  The  Door  to  jhut  the  Crate.  W.The  Afh- 
hole.  I.  A  Basket  of  Coals.  [See  the  Fig.  before  the 
^d.  p.  oi  the  Profperity  of  Germ,  noted  with  pag  76.] 

In  the  firft  place  you  muft  prepare  you  fome 
pounds  of  good  Spirit  of  Salt,  after  the  way  which 
I  prelcribed  with  Vitriol,  without  which  it  will  etfed; 
nothing ,  for  out  of  this  [Vitriol]  it  doth  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  carry  over  with  it  the  fpiritual  Gold,  or 
tinging  Spirit,  which  (aid  [fpiritual  Gold]  is,  in  the 
performing  of  the  operation,  fixed,  together  with  that 
fpiritual  Gold,  which  lyes  hidden  in  the  inferior  Me¬ 
tals,  and  fo  becomes  manifelf. 

Then  (in  the  next  place)  you  muft  build  you  a 
Furnace,  which  is  called  by  the  Chymilfs  the  flow 
Henry.,  or  dull  Harry,  but  I  call  it  The  little  Country 
Farmer  or  yearly  Renter  :  you  may  build  it,  I  fay,  of 
what  bignefs  you  pleafe  ;  or  for  Example  fake,  the 
Tower  which  holds  the  Coles  may  be  about  Man- 
hcighth,  and  about  one  Cubit  broad  in  the  infide, 
but  lb,  that  the  top  part  and  bottom  part  be  nar¬ 
rower,  and  the  middle  part  wider.  To  this  Tower 
you  muft  adjoyn  two  or  three  Furnaces,  which  are 
here  called  the  Countryman’s  Plows  ,  and  in  which 
the  Vellels  are  to  be  placed,  which  hold  the  Me 
j  tals  that  are  to  be  maturated  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt, 

'  and  which  have  a  continual  heat,  whereby  the  never- 
ceafing  codlion  is  holpen  from  the  Tower  that  con 
tains  the  Coles.  Now  fee  that  you  make  all  things 
cleverly  and  well  proportioned,  whereby  that  the 
i  Fire  may  be  well  and  commodioufly  governed,  and 
'  may  be  conferved  for  twenty  four  hours  at  leaft,with- 
out  any  looking  too  or  medling  with,  as  may  be  feen 
by  the  now  defcribed  Figure. 

The  Veflel,  in  which  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  with  the 
Metal,  is  to  be  exerciled  (or  laboured)-  with  a  daily 
Codtion,  muft  be  made  of  fuch  matter  as  doth  not 


flic  with  the  heat  of  the  Fire,  nor  is  not  eaten  with 
the  fharpnefs  of  the  Spirit,  (but]  fuch  as  may  be 
feen  in  my  Laboratory,  and  will  for  the  moft  parc 
dure  and  hold  the  Spirit  of  Salt  a  whole  year  with¬ 
out  breaking. 

All  things  being  ready  and  fitted,  the  Country¬ 
mans  Belly  js  to  be  filled  with  Coals  up  to  the  Neck, 
and  his  Head  covered  with  a  Cap,  that  the  Fire 
may  not  find  any  out-let,  fave  by  the  lower  holes, 
through  which,  the  heat  may  find  an  entrance  into 
the  adjoined  Furnaces ;  and  as  for  the  Velle's,  they 
are  to  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  w'ith  Me¬ 
tals  fitted  for  this  Operation,  and  to  be  covered 
with  their  Alembicks,  that  the  Spirits  which  afcend 
in  the  boiling  may  be  received  and  conferved.  When 
all  the  Spirits  of  the  Salt  are  come  over,  they  are 
to  be  again  returned  back  upon  the  dried  matter  in 
theCucurbir,and  aie  to  be  agen  drawn  offby  diftilla- 
tion.  This  operatign  and  cohobation  being  often 
repeated,  doth  ripen  and  fix  the  fpiritual  Silver  and 
Gold,  whereby  it  becomes  Corporeal  :  Bur  y*et  the 
Spirit  of  Salt  alone  is  not  able  to  give  G'  ld,  but  ri¬ 
pens  Silver  onely,  but  by  the  addition  of  other  Salts, 
it  will  give  Gold  too.  And  even  for  the  fixation  of 
Silver, common  Salt  may  be  alfb  added  to  the  Spirit  of 
Salt,  that  fo  the  Spirit  of  the  Salt  may  be  made  ftrong 
in  the  digCftion  ;  yea  and  in  time  fo  very  ftrong,  as 
to  fume  even  in  the  cold  Air ,  and  therefore  a  little 
water  may  be  alfo  added  befides  the  Salt 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  in  one  days  digeftion 
fix  pounds  of  Spirit  of  Salt  will  give  feven  pounds  of 
the  fame  ;  unto  v/hich,  if  you  again  add  one  pound 
of  Water,  and  one  pound  of  Salt,  you  fhall  have 
eight  pound  of  Spirit  of  Salt :  which  by  the  addition 
of  another  pound  of  Salt,  and  one  pound  of  Water 
more,  it  may  be  farther  augmented ;  infomuch  that 
the  Spirit  of  Salt,  by  a  continually-repeated  addition 
of  Water  and  Salt,  gets  a  perpetual  encreafe,  and  the 
Metal  is  fo  far  from  being  at  all  hindred  in  its  matu¬ 
ration,  as  that  it  is  daily  ripened  more  and  more. 
For  the  Agent  and  Patient  are  continually  encreafed, 
and  become  bettered  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
which  verily'  is  a  moft  excellent  work,  and  never  fb 
manifeftly  defcribed  by  any  body  as  by  my  felf. 

But  that  I  may  be  yet  better  underftood  by  every¬ 
one,  I  will  here  adjoyn  a  way  which  every  one  may 
imitate,  and  which  teacheth  how,  by  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  alone  affording  not  Gold  but  Silver,  the  faid 
operation  may  be  inftituted  with  Copper. 

You  muft  take  care  to  have  a  Veffel  made  either 
bigger  or  lefler,  of  fuch  matter  as  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
cannot  fpoil  or  prey  upon  ;  And  pour  thereinto  as 
many  pounds  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  as  it  will  well  hold, 
and  as  many  pounds  as  there  be  [of  Spirit,]  fb  ma¬ 
ny  ounces  of  Copper-plate  muft  you  put  in  ,  and  to 
them  add  twice  as  many  ounces  of  Salt,  fb  that  to 
one  ounce  of  Copper  there  may  be  two  ounces  of 
Salt.  The  Spirit  of  Salt  being  drawn  off  even  till  the 
Copper  and  Salt  be  dry,  it  will  be  ftronger  and  more 
in  quantity,  becaufe,  from  the  adjnyned  Salt,  it  hath 
acquired  to  it  felf  an  encre^ife  and  greater  Virtues. 
Pour  this  Spirit  agen  upon  the  Copper,  which  in  the 
firft  diftillation  was  wholly  diflbived  up  ;  and  boil 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  over  the  fire,  that  the  Copper,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Salt,  which  was  not  carried  over  by 
the  Spirit  in  the  firft  diftillation,  may  be  again  dif- 

folved.  .  '  1  1  /-  •  r 

The  Furnace  being  cool'd.,  Take  the  glafs  out  of 

the  Sand,  and  pafs  the  Spirit  of  Salt  with  the  dillql- 
ved  Copper  through  Cap-paper,  and  y/afh  the  white 
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Caix  that  remains  in  the  Paper  with  wat^r,  dry  it, 
and  melt  it  with  a  fix  Lixivial  Salt,  and  you  fhall  find 
as  much  pure  Silver,  nay,  even  fbmewhat  more  than 
the  Copper  had  in  it  by  its  own  nature.  Put  the 
green  filtred  Solution  agen  into  the  Cucurbit,  being 
iirtt  well  wafh’t  ;  of  which,  if  there  be  fix  pounds, 
add  thereunto  one  pound  of  Salt,  and  half  a  pound 
of  Water,  that  fo  there  may  be  feven*  pounds  and 
an  half,  provided  the  Cucurbit  will  contain  fo  many 
pounds,  if  not,  then  put  the  lefs  matter  therein. 
Then  being  placed  in  Sand,  draw  off  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  from  the  added  Salt,  even  to  drynefs,  and  as 
much  increafe  as  you  find  it  have  above  fix  pounds, 
lay  it  by,  and  add  as  much  water  to  thefe  remain¬ 
ing  fix  pounds^,  which  you  muft  again  put  upon  the 
dry  matter  in  the  Cucurbit,  and  then  agcn  diftill  it 
off  till  the  faid  matter  be  dry,  and  repeat  the  fame 
Operation  again  by  pouring  on  and  diftilling  off.  If 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  be  augmented  in  quantity  one 
pound,  then  put  more  Salt  into  the  Cucurbit,  and 
agen  augment  the  fix  pound?  of  Spirit  of  Salt  by  ^he 
addition  of  Water,  and  repeat  the  pourings  on,  and 
drawings  off  after  the  aforefaid  manner,  always  re¬ 
moving  at  each  Diftillation,  the  increafe  that  is  over 
and  above  fix  pound :  and  renewing  the  appofition 
of  more  Salt,  after  that  the  former  is  drawn  off,  un- 
till  you  fhall  have  gotten  in  the  fifth,  fixph,  feventh, 
eighth,  or  tenth  Dilfillation  as  much  Spirit  as  you  at 
firft  took,  to  begin  your  Diftillation,  [which  was  fix 
pound.]  Now  all  the  operation  confifteth  in  this 
knack,  namely,  that  you  fo  operate,  as  that  nothing 
flies  away  in  fume,  for  all  the  encreafe.arifeth  from 
the  Salt  and  Water  which  you  added  thereunto. 
When  you  have  gained  thus  much,  you  may  (with¬ 
out  adding  any  more  new  Salt)  pour  on  the  Spirit 
of  Salt  feveral  times  upon  the  Salt  which  is  left  rc-' 
maining  in  the  Cucurbit,  and  agen  draw  it  off  fo  of¬ 
ten  thencefrom,  untill  it  hath  brought  over  with  it 
felf  almoft  all  that  Salt.  Which  [Salt]  being  almoft 
wholly  changed  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt  that  was  pour¬ 
ed  into  the  Cucurbit,  Diflolve  up  the  remaining  Mafs 
of  the  Copper  and  Salt,  and  the  Sand  being  cold, 
take  out  your  Cucurbit ,  Filter  the  Spirit  through 
Cap-paper,  and  wafh  the  white  Powder  left  in  the 
Paper,  and  dry  it,  and  melt  it  as  afore  with  a  Lixi¬ 
vial  Salt,  and  you  fliall  have  as  much  pure  Silver  as 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  was  able  to  fix,  of  the  Copper,  in 
fuch  a  rime.  Then  put  this  green  Spirit  of  S'alt  into 
the  Cucurbit  together  with  more  new  Salt,  and  re 
peat  the  faid  labours  ten  or  twelve  times,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Salt  will  be  always  encreafed  and  rendred 
more  ftrong,  and  the  Copper  will  agen  yield  forth 
Silver. 

This  Labour,  you  may  at  your  pleafure,.  continue 
as  long  as  you  lift,  for  you  will  always  get  fome  Sil 
yer,  and  have  an  encreafe  of  Spirit.  For  both  the 
Agent,  ‘viz,.  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  the  Patient,  ‘vk,. 
the  Copper  doe  encreafe  both  as  to  quantity  and 
quality. 

But  it  may  be  demanded ,  Whenee  that  Silver 
comes  ?  That  which  gave  forth  it  felf  the  firft  time 
we  impute  not  unto  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  as  if  by  it 
made,  no  but  we  fay  tKar  it  was  in  the  Copper  be¬ 
fore,  and  was  melted  out  of  the  Oar,  together  with 
the  Copper,  for  this  may  well  be.  For  there’s  no 
Copper  to  be  found  which  does  not  hold  fome  Silver 
hidden  in  its  belly :  and  though  the  Refiners  have  as 
accyately  foparated  it  as  they  could,  yet  neverthe- 
lefs^e  doe  conclude  that  that  firff  Silver  feparated 
itf  the  firft  Operation,  was  what  was  left  of  the  Oar 


in  the  Copper,  and  remained  unfeparated  by  the 
Melters  [or  Refiners]  therefrom,  and  was  not  made 
by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  but  onely  feparated.  And  the 
Spirit  of  Salt  being  in  its  nature  an  enemy  to  Silver, 
does  not  diliblve  it.  But  whence  then  did  that  come, 
which  offered  it  felf  unto  us  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  time  ;  whereas  in  the  firft  Solution,  all  the 
Silver  was  clearly  taken  out,  and  none  at  all  left 
therein,  but  was  all  of  it  feparated  by  filtration  ^ 
What  fhall  we  here  fay,  or  indeed  how  fhall  we  dare 
fay  otherwife,  but  that  we  believe  and  confefs,  that 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  did  by  its  operation  make  the  fame 
of  the  Copper.  Nor  is  there  any  reafon  why  this 
fhoUld  foem  fo  very  ftrange  unto  us ,  forafmuch  as 
yearly,  in  the  Earth,  all  Copper  is  naturally  turned 
by  Salt  into  Silver,  and  not  onely  Copper,  but  all 
the  other  Metals  were  at  firft.  Salts :  not  fuch  in¬ 
deed  as  we  ufe  about  our  Cookery  in  the  Kitchins, 
but  fuch  as  are  impregnated  by  the  Sulphureous  Stars 
[or  Cdnftellations.] 

But  forafmuch  as  we  doe  at  prefent  treat  onely  of 
Copper,  we  doe  not  therefore  meddle  with  the  reft 
of  the  Metals  :  for  very  rarely  is  Copper  digged  out 
of  the  Earth  but  it  hath  Vitriol  therein,  or,  in  defeat 
of  Vitriol,  a  Sulphur  faked  with  a  virriolateSalt.  For 
any  fort  of  Sulphur  being  burnt ,  and  its  fatnefs -fla¬ 
ming,  the  fliarp  Salt  is  releafed ,  and  paffeth  away 
in  fume,  refembling  the  taft,  of  the  fiery  Oil  of 
Vitriol,  and  is  captivated  [  or  caught]  in  the  great 
Alembick  under  which  the  Sulphur  is  burnt.  This 
fharpii?il  fupplies  the  place  of  an  Agent  as  to  the  Mi- 
nera’s  or  Oars,  in  the  Veins  of  the  Earth  ;  and  doth 
more  and  more  ripen  the  Minerals  and  Metals,  but 
exceeding  flowly  :  for  Nature  doth  foarce  attain  to 
that  limit  in  a  thoufand  Years,  which  Art  doth  in  a 
few  Months  time.  For  there  are  no  impediments  to 
obftrud  the  operativenefs  of  our  Agent,  fuch  as  are 
the  Stones,  Flints,  Sands,  and  various  Earths  which 
frequently  occur,  and  are  much  abounding  in  the 
bowels  of  the  [Metallick]  Veins  :  infomuch  that  it 
can  difeharge  its  Operations  freely,  and  without  any 
Impediment  at  all ;  and  befides  too,  we  ufe  our  ex¬ 
ternal  fire  by- which  we  help  this  our  Agent,  and 
ftj^engthen  its  virtues,  and  keep  it  in  a  continual 
aflion. 

By  all  this  difoourfe-  may  every  one  fee,  that  when 
we  fpeak  of  ripening  Silver  out  of  Copper  by  the 
Operations  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  it  is  not  contrary  to 
nature,  but  altogether  agreeable  w'ith  the  fame.  But 
now  we  doe  not  fay  that  any  one  will  fuddenly  be- 
bome  rich  by  this  Labour,  done  with  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  and  Copper,  but  we  have  deferibed  this  Opera¬ 
tion  in  this  place,  for  this  end,  namely,  that  hereby 
the  poffibility  of  the  thing  may  be  learned,  and  that 
there  may  be  good  ground  to  believe,  that  even  this 
too  is  moft  true,  v/z,.  when  we  write  that  by  fuch 
or  fuch  an  Agent , '  corroborated  or  fortified  with 
fuch  or  fuch  Subjeds,  and  placed  in  fuch-like  Dige- 
ftions.  Gold  may  be  extraded  as  well  as  Silver  out 
of  the  meaner  Metals,  which  bow  little  fcever  there 
be  of,  may  notwithftanding  prove  profitable.  For 
having  once  made  onely  fomje  pounds  of  Spirit  of 
Salt,  you  will  not  need  to  make  any  more  anew, 
for  in  the  digeftion  and  maturation  of  the  Metals, 
it  will  daily  encreafe,  and  that  in  a  plentifull  man¬ 
ner,  and  that  too  without  any  confiderable  cofts,  fee¬ 
ing  that  the  Salt  it  felf,  which  is  to  be  added,  is  like- 
wife  cheap  enough.  If  you  make  your  Cucurbit  of 
pure  Silver,  (for  the  Spirit  of  Salt  will  not  work  up¬ 
on  that )  and  digeft  your  matters  therein,  you  need 
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not  then  ftaiici  in  lear  of  the  breaking  ofGlalies: 
Belldcs  too,  you  may  always  let  fuch  a  made  Vef- 
fel  lie  in  the  Furnace,  and  alloon  as  ever  the  Spirit  is 
j  drawn  otF,  you  may  prefently  put  it  on  agen,  nor 
■  is  there  any  need  of  your  waiting  fo  long,  and  cea- 
^  fing  from  the  work  till  the  Velfel  cool,  it  therefore 

I  a  lower  to  put  the  Coals  in  (as  afore)  be  added 

i  to  that  Furnace,  or  Furnaces,  then  is  it  a  true  Coun¬ 
trey  Farmer,  or  Fenant,  for  the  fuftaimng  of  whom, 
there  will  need  no  other  charge  but  that  of  Coals, 
and  yet  notwithftanding  he  gives  you  a  perpetual 
gain  without  labour,  coif,  and  trouble.  Nay  more, 
j  if  we  do  but  rightly  weigh  the  bufinels,  we  fhall 
find  that  the  daily  encreale  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  in 
thele  labours,  is  eafily  Ibid  for  more  Money  than  the 
:  Coals  will  coif,  lb  that  all  that  Gold  and  Silver 
which  is  gotten  out  of  the  Metals,  doth  offer  it  lelf 
unto  us  for  nothing  Belides,  flich  kind  of  Metals 
may  be  taken  for  this  Operation  as  are  wont  to  yield 
more  Silver  and  Gold  than  Copper,  and  the  plenti- 
fulnefs  thereof  will  be  yet  more,  if  feveralfuch  kinds 
of  Metals  are  joyned  together  and  fo  dilTolved,  and 
digelted,  in  which  operation  they  better  one  another 
by  a  mutual  adion  ;  for  one.  fupplies  what  another 
,  wants,  and  likewife  from  another,  are  thofe  tuper- 
i  fluides  which  it  has  in  it,  taken  therefrom:  lb  that 
(as  we  faid  afore)  the  mutual  melioration  of  thofe 
Metals  may  be  let  on  foot  and  promoted,  as  it  were 
without  any  coif,  and  by  a  very  little  labour. 

Whofoever  he  be  therefore  that  has  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  the  nature  and  property  of 
the  Metals,  which  they  are,  that  have  a  correlpon- 
dency  with  each  other,  and  that  love  to  better  each 
the  other  ;  and  is  not  ignorant  what  Agenf  is  agree¬ 
able  to  Gold  ;  fuch  a  one  1  fay  as  this  is,  will  commit 
unto  his  Countrey  Tenant  the  care  of  Weekly  and. 
Monthly  paying  the  due  Rent,  and  will  be  able 
by  this  means  to  lerve  God  his  Creator  without 
w-icked  Uliiry  ;  to  do  good  unto  his  Neighbour,  to 
extricate  himfelfout  of  that  Diabolical  Fellowlhip, 
of  the,  impious  and  the  great  crew  of  evil  Men  ;  and 
to  lead  his  Lite  in  Tranquillity  and  Quietude  ;  which 
^  verily  is  a  great  and  Angular  gift  of  God,  unto  any 
one  that  can  arrive  unto  fuch  a  knowledge. 

*  But  yet.  no  Man  hath  any  reafon  to  perfwadc 
himlelf,  Ihould  he  be  a  Malfer  of  this  Art  and  Sci¬ 
ence  [here  fhewn,]  that  he  lhall  be  able  daily  to  le- 
parate  great  heaps  of  Gold  out  of  the  more  imperfea; 
Metals,  whereby  he  may  be  enabled  to  lead  a  vici 
ous  Life.  No,  tor  my  endeavour  fhall  fin  the  firlt 
place)  be,  not  to  make  any  wicked  A-lan  partaker 

of  this  Art.  rn.  u  • 

And  fecondly,  the  whole  bufinefs  confilfeth  in  the 

blefllng  of  God,  as  we  find  it  Written,  Paul  hath 
tlanud^  and  Apollo  HPatered,  but  God  hath  given  %is 
Elefing  :  For  without  this  Blefling,  all  our  Labour  is 
but  irTvain^  And  this  the  Prophet  David  doth  like- 
wife  teftihe,  laying,  In  vain  do  ye  rije  up  early,  and 
being  loadeii  ovitb  many  cares,  go  to  Eed  late,  and  eat 
'■ '  your  Bread  vJith  troubles  :  For  unto  them  whom  God 
IS  favourable  doth  he  bejtow  his  gifts  even  while 
they  are  Ajleep,  Moreover  St  Paul  faith,  It  is  not 
I  of  him  that  wills,  nor  of  him  that  runij-but  of  God  that 
'  jheweth  mercy.  And  therefore  a,wicked  Man,  though 
he  fhould  poffefs  (b  great  a  thing,  yet  would  he  not 
do  any  good  upon  it,  if  he  wanteth  Gods  Blefling.’ 
Belides,  1  do  not  here  bring  forth  my  little  Country¬ 
man  upon  the  Stage,  as  if  he  could  help  any  one 
unto  huge  Treafures  ;  no,  but  onelyas  one  that  can 
beftow  lb  much  as  may  fuffice,  honeftly  to  live.  Un- 


lefs  haply  a  Man  fhould  light  upon  rich  Veins  and 
metalline  Oars,  which  fhould  abound  with  much 
corporeal  Gold,  and  fb  by  this  means  fhould  yield 
great  Treafures.  Now  fo  much  cannot  be  looktfor, 
from  fuch  Metals  as  have  in  them  but  a  fpiritual  Gold 
onely,  unlefs  the  true  weight  be  found,  and  that 
there  be  gotten  the  knowledge  of  thofe  Metals  which 
have  a  great  affinity  with  each  othei*  and  which 
being  joined  together  yield  forth  Gold.  Otherwife 
you  muft  not  exped  ought  elfe  from  this  Operation 
lave  an  honeft  and  moderate  profit. 

But  now,  as  touching  what  Metals  they  are  that 
have  fuch  affinity,  and  wHat  the  true  proportion  of 
the  weight  is,  no  body  hath  any  reafon  to  enquire  of 
me,  for  I  do  not  as  yet  profefs  my  felf  an  expert 
and  abfolute Artift  in  this  matter,. for  fometimes  I 
have  a  very  gainful!  fuccefs  of  my  trials  that  I  make, 
and  fometimes  agen  1  get  lefs. 

I  was  willing  therefore  to  fhew  the  way  here,  of 
ripening  the  meaner  Metals  by  the  help  of  Salt,  and 
that  too  in  a  manner  without  any  cofts  :  which  way 
of  fo  doing  being  by  me  laid  open,  may  fuffice  for 
this  time,  nor  did  ever  any  reveal  it  before  me  (I 
fpeak  it  without  boafhng)  or  produce  it  unto  pub- 
lick  view  in  fb  open  a  manifeftation  as  I  have  done. 

And  now  if  this  reparation  fhould  be  ufed  about 
the  fixed  Gold  onely  which  lies  hidden  in  the  Oars 
and  Metals,  yet  mought  great  profit  be  thereby  got¬ 
ten  in  all  places  ;  for  there  is  no  place  in  the  World 
in  which  there  are  not  to  be  found  fuch  Earth, Sand, 
and  Stones  as  contain  in  them  corporeal  Go!d,wffiich 
may  be  extracted  by  the  afore  preferibed  way  with¬ 
out  any  cofts  at  all.  But  here  is  to  be  obferved 
that  thofe  things  which  I  have  written,  and  clearly 
demonftrated  concerning  fuch  feparatory  Operations 
in  the  third  part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  are  to 
be  agen  read  over,  and  well  lookt  into. 

Moreover,  this  is  alfo  to  be  known,  that.this  ma¬ 
turation  if  inftituted  by  the  dry  way,  brings  more 
profit  than  if  done  by  the  moift  way  ;  for  in  the  dry 
way  the  Agent  is  hiore  holpen  than  in  the.moift; 
way,  in  which  there  is  always  plenty  of  moifture. 
But  however,  both  ways  namely  the  dry  way,  and 
the  moift  may  be  done  with  one  and  the  fame’Fire, 
nor  will  the  coft  be  any  more  than  if  the  moift  way 
were  made  ufe  of  alone  by  it  felf 

For  that  Tower  wherein  the  Coals  are,  and  which 
is  to  keep  the  Spirit  of  Salt  in  perpetual  digeftion, 
and  to  heat  the  adjoined  Furnaces,  is  always  bright 
hot  at  the  Grate,  upon  which  [grate]  if  a  cemen¬ 
ting  VelTel  filled  with  Salt  and  Metals  be  placed, 
there  will  then  be  even  thence  as  much  profit  as  by 
an  adjoined  Furnace,  and  fo  by  the  Fire  of  one  Fur¬ 
nace,  and  by  the  felf  feme  labour  and  coft  is  a  double 
Operation  performed,  and  a  continual  rent  may  be 
expected  from  the  double  Countryman. 

You  muft  likewife  note,  that  thereisa  great  diffe¬ 
rence  of  Salts,  and  that  one  Salt  is  more  fit  for  this 
labour,  and  another  for  that ;  but  by  how  much 
greater  the  Acrimony  is,  that  the  Salt  abounds  with- 
ail,  fo  much  the  more  potent  an  Agent  it  is :  info- 
much  that  it  is  of  great  concernment  for  a  Man  to 
know  how  to  concentrate  the  moift  Fire  or  Agent, 
concerning  which  Concentration  there  is  no  need  of 
mentioning  anything  in  this  place;  forafmuch  as  I 
fuppofe  that  thele  things  which  are  at  prefent  fpoken 
aro  filfficient  enough. 

Moreover  I  would  have  the  Son  of  Art  know, 
that  the  Salt  of  the  Macrocofm  or  of  the  Ocean, 
which  'we  have  taught  the  making  the  Spirit  of,  is 

nothing 
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nothing  at  all  fo  efficacious  as  that  which  is  gotten 
out  of  the  Mkrocofm:  For  whatfoever  things  are 
found  to  be  in  the  Mkrocofm  or  greater  World,  the 
fame  are  likewife  in  the  Macrocofm  or  lefler  World, 
namely,  Man.  But  it  is  not  my  purpole  to  difcourfe 
farther  of  this  thing  in  this  place,  but  will  (God  fo 
permitting)  treat  more  at  large  of  the  lame,  if  I 
come  to  write  fomewhat  of  the  nature  and  lignature 
of  the  greater  World.  For  hereby  great  myfteries 
may  be  learned,  which  omitting  to  fpeak  more  of, 

I  keep  clofe  to  Salt  and  fay,  that  that  Salt  which 
comes  out  of  the  Ocean  or  Sea  of  Man,  or  of  fome 
other  Animal,  that  is.  Which  is  voided  out  of  the 
Bladder,  is  far  more  fit  for  the  Tranfmutation  of 
Metals,  than  that  which  is  gotten  out  of  the  Sea,  as 
being  the  Bladder  of  the  great  Animal. 

The  Ancients  have  called  the  World  the  great 
Animal,  and  very  rightly,  for  in  its  Center  it  hath 
a  fiery  heart  by  which  (as  being  the  great  Animal) 
it  moves  it  feli^  and  conferves  its  life,  as  fhall  be 
fpoken  of  in  another  place  if  God  fhall  permit,  for 
according  to  the  common  Proverb,  Man  propfeth 
and  God  dtfpfeth. 

Morkn  was  not  ignorant  that  Arcana  s  of  great 
moment  lie  hidden  in  Urine,  but  hath  manifeftly  fig- 
nified  it.  For  w4ien  he  had  prepared  the  Tindture 
for  KingC^//i,  he  wrote  .upon  the  Veffel  in  which 
it  was,  thefe  words.  He  that  carries  all  things  with 
him^  needs  not  any  others  help  And  having  fo  done, 
he  filently  betook  himfelf  unto  his  Cell.  But  he 
had  laid  tefore  unto  the  King,  In  thee  O  King  !  the 
Medicine  is,  by  which  words,  he  meant  Urine.  For 
out  of  Man’s  Urine  may  a  fix  Stone  be  made,  which 
fhall  be  manifefted  in  other  places. 

Furthermore  this  likewife  is  to  be  here  known, 
that  it  is  a  moft  notable  and  a  true  experiment  and 
artifice  in  Alchymy,  that  is,  in  the  true  melting  of 
Salt,  when  the  Agent  of  Salt,  and  the  Patient,  or 
Metal,  are  fo  thoroughly  conjoined  and  mixed,  as 
that  the  Agent  is  difperft  throughout  the  Patient, 
that  fo  the  Patient  may  fuffer  the  more,  and  confe- 
quently  that  that  Patient  Metal  may  be  the  fooner 
ripened  and  fixed.  When  a  Flock  of  Sheep  being 
in  the  Fold,  fee  the  Woolf  coming,  they  are  indeed 
all  terribly  affrighted,  but  are  not  all  bitten  and 
torn,  and  To  a  part  of  them  feel  the  hurt  and  the 
other  part  remain  free.  But  if  the  Woolf  feizeth 
upon  the  Sheep  in  the  open  Field,  and  that  the  Sheep 
are  fcattered  far  and  wide  fo  that  they  cannot  pof- 
fibly  flock  together,  they  will  certainly  fuffer  more 
grievoufly. 

For  Example  fake,  when  I  would  meliorate  Lead 
by  means  of  Salt,  whether  by  the  moift  wav  by  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt  or  by  the  dry  way  by  dry  Salts,  if  now  I 
cannot  radically  conjoin  the  faid  Salts  and  Lead 
together,  I  do  but  little  to  purpofe,  becaufe  Lead 
and  Silver,  unlefs  prepared  by  Angular  Ingeny  and 
Skill,  are  not  touched  upon  by  Salt  and  its  Spirit, 
and  fb  fuffering  but  fuperflcially  onely  they  are  able 
to  refill  a  long  time.  But  being  radically  united  un¬ 
to  Salt  by  the  beneflt  of  Art,  fo  as  that  they  cannot 
be  diffinguifht  from  each  other,  then  they  fuffer  in  all 
their  parts  and  die,  which  death  is  their  melioration 
and  life.  He  that  deAres  to  arrive  at  this  Goal, 
mull  rife  betimes,  and  ufe  a  moll  notable  diligence’ 
for  floathfulnefs  hedgeth  up  the  way  of  coming  there¬ 
unto  ;  Even  I  my  felf  am  no  perfedt  Artiflcer,  but 
wait  upon  the  Omnipotent  God,  expecting  what  he 
will  pleafs  to  bcflow  upon  me  for  time  to  come,  and 


I  live  content  with  my  prefent  enjoyments.  Thus 
likewife  let  another  do. 

But  if  now  Saturn  is  to  be  ufed  after  another  way 
and  to  ferve  inflead  of  Earth  to  receive  and  multiply 
■the  metallick  Seed,  there’s  no  need  of  diffolving  it  in 
Salts,  but  it  will  be  better  to  have  it  onely  fwell  or 
puft  up  in  them,  and  keep  in  fuch  a  pofiture  as 
Earth  is,  conferving  the  Seed  fown  therein,  in  a 
moderate  humidity  and  in  the  temperate  heat  of  the 
Sun,  which  way  is  alfb  a  good  one  and  comfnodious 
for  the  produdlion  of  good  metallick  Fruits,  and 
that  by  the  help  of  Salt,  as  the  following  Procefs 
fiiews,  under  this  title,  namely. 

The  Fire  and  Azoth  wafh  Laton. 

SO  M  E  of  the  Philofbphers  have  called  their  Pa¬ 
tient  Laton,  and  their  Agent  Az^oth.  But  what 
fubjcdl  that  is  which  they  meant  by  the  name  of 
Laton  there  are  many  Opinions  of  Authours  con¬ 
cerning  it,  in  whofe  Writings  may  be  feen,  that  the 
greatefl  part  of  them  do  intend  thereby  Saturn,  but 
yet  not  the  vulgar  ;  and  even  lb  is  it  too  concerning 
their  Azoth,  or  Vinegar,  that  being  likewife  diverf- 
ly  accepted.  But  be  it  as  it  will,  yet  this  is  certain, 
that  even  in  the  common  do  many  abllrufe 

fecrets  lie  hidden,  (to  fay  nothing  of  the  more  myT 
terious  Saturn,  did  we  but  know  how  to  get  it 
out.) 

All  Philofbphers  do  fuppofe,  that  the  Heart  in 
Saturn  is  better  than  that  in  Gold  it  felf,  and  for  that 
reafbn  do  they  call  Lead  a  Leaprous  Gold,  and  fay, 
that  if  it  could  be  mundifled  by  a  true  waffling,  fome 
great  matter  would  proceed  thereout  of.  Many 
Men  have  very  much  bufied  themfelves  about  this 
waffling,  but  yet  have  not  attained  unto  ought  elfe, 
fave  that  they  have  brought  the  Saturn  into  a  white, 
fugacious,  and  liquid  Body,  concerning  which  la¬ 
bour  I  have  made  mention  in  this  Treatife  of  metal¬ 
lick  Cates  and  Sawces,  and  alfo  in  the  third  Part  of 
the  Profperity  of  Germany. 

In  my  judgment,  the  common  Saturn  is  a  com¬ 
modious  Earth,  for  the  reception  of  a  metallick  Seed, 
and  for  bringing  the  fame  unto  multiplicaton  ;  Wit- 
nefs  Faraceljs/s  himfelf  who  tells  us,  that  Saturn  may 
be  compared  to  the  Larth,  for  all  fuch  things  as  it 
feizeth  on  it  makes  like  it  felf,  and  turns  them  into 
Earth,  zjiz.  in  the  common  Fire,  for  Faracelfm  here 
intends  that. 

But  now,  if  fbme  metallick  Seed  be  fbv/n  in  Sa^ 
turn,  as  being  a  commodious  metallick  Earth,  and 
that  fuch  an  Earth  and  fuch  a  Seed  be  moiftned  with 
a  due  metallick  Water,  and  be  expofed  to  the  fruit 
producingandvivifying  Sun,  the  earth  together  with 
the  Seed,  doth  by  reafonof  themoiftning  caufed  by 
the  pouring  on, or  aftuAon  of  the  mineral  Water,fwell 
up,  and  become  porous,  and  receives  and  conferves 
the  Water,  fo  that  the  ripening  Sun  cannot  dry  up 
the  Earth,  and  confequently  burn  up  the  Seed.  And 
by  how  much  the  oftner  the  Earth  is  moiflned  with 
the  mineral  Water,  and  the  Sun  expelleth  the  faid 
humidity,  fo  much  the  fjieedier  doth  the  Seed  ripen, 
and  attain  to  his  maturity. 

For  like  as  the  Hjusband-man  when  he  is  about 
to  fow  this  Corn,  choofeth  fuch  a  ground,  as  con¬ 
tains  a  fat  and  tenacious  mould,  which  may  nor  be 
wafht  away  with  the  Rain,  nor  fuffer  the  due  nou- 
riffiment  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  Seed  ;  for  if  the 
Seed  be  fown  in  Sand,  a  little  Rain  can  eafily  wafh 
away  the  Sand  and  Seed,  and  impede  the  facultyof 

growth. 
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tenacious  Soil  is  not  wont  |  nds,  and  fliine  like  a  Star  in  the  Firmament ;  which 
to  happen.  For  the  Water  or  Rainftiould  but  onely  Antimony  thus  purged,  is  called  by  ParacdJ.’-ts,  the 

moiften  the  Earth,  that  it  may  not  be  too  clofely  hgned  Star.^  n  i  •  i. 

comoreft  but  become  porous  and  admit  of  the  Rams  But  yet  I  would  not  have  any  one  to  think,  that 
Dcnetratine  unto  the  Seed  which  when  fo,  then  is  I  do  here  mean  the  common  ftellate  of  Mars, 

there  hopes  of  the  Seeds  fprouting,  in  fuch  a  fat  which  would  be  dilTolved  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  would 
F.,rrh  which  fwells  up  by  means  of  the  Water,  and  feparate  it  felf  from  the  Lead,  which  ought  not  to 
forth  its  Fru,;.  ^  I  ho  :  But  that  figned  Star  nruft  be  fo  prepared  as 

Even  iuft  after  the  feme  manner  are  the  metallick  not  to  admit  of  being  dilTolved  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  for 
Seeds  to  be  fown  and  ripened  ;  and  for  Example  elfe  it  will  not  ferve  for  this  Work.  It  muft  be  fo 
fake  let  us  take’ the  vulgar  and  common  concreted  as  if  it  were  fo  many  thin  Shells  (one 

fwell  mundified)  for  that  Earth,  into  which  we  will  Nwithin  another,)  and  fo  very  hard  as  to  be  able  to 
fow  fuch  a  Seed  as  having  a  great  affinity  with  cut  Glals,  and  to  ftrike  Fire  out  of  a  Flint.  This 
mr«,  loves  to  be  augmented  therein,  whereby  it  may  figned  Star  being  fo  waffit,  is  to  be  fown  into  its  own  ^ 
bring  forth  fruit  And  like  as  the  Seed  of  any  Am-  Matrix,  and  by  the  folar  Heat  and  fruitfull  Ram, 
mal  requires  an‘  Animal  Matrix,  as  a  Field  or  Earth  to  be  promoted  and  enforced  unto  growth, 
mbe  multiplied  in,  and  hath  notany  affinity  with  Take  of  the  thus  prepared  niafculme  Seed,  or 
fhe  rnmmon  Earth  •  Even  fo  likewife  doth  a  metal-  figned  Star,  [Af  parts,  and  of  the  feminine  kindi^ 
lick  Seed  remiire  a  metallick  Earth,  Matrix,  or  [BMparts,  melt  the  figned  Star  m  a  pure  Crucible,^* 
Ground  wherein  it  may  germinate  and  be  multi-  unto  which  being  molten  call  the  Woman  m,  which 
.  r  ’  being  caft  in,  there  is  prefently  made  a  fweet  Con- 

Now  this  multiplication  is  on  fuch  wife  made,  as  junction  and  Comraution  of  them  both  in  that  infer- 
i,  done  in  the  Animals,  by  the  con  jundion  of  Male  nal  Heat,  in  which  they  familiarly  couple  together. 
Ld  Female,  one  perforiring  the  office  of  the  Agent,  The  Mats  being  commm  is  to  be  poured  out  of 
and  the  other  of  the  Patient.  Sothen,  wewill  make  the  crucible  through  wet  Brooms  into  cold  water, 
feme  trial  in  this  Procefs  which  is  here  annexed,  not  and  is  to  be  reduced  into  Grains,  and  o  the  mafeu- 
for  the  intent  of  getting  great  Treafures  thereby,  but  line  Seed  or  Husband  will  be  legitimately  and  duely 
for  the  fake  of  fcarching  into,  and  getting  the  know-  mtxt  with  its  Earth  or  Ground,  or  Wife  :  which 
ledse  of  Nature  ;  we  will  take  the  Male  in  the  room  Earth  together  with  die  Seed  which  it  comains  is  to 
nftheSecd  and  the  Female  inftead  of  the  Ground  be  put  into  a  firm  Velfel,  which  fears  not  the  violent 
or  Field  and  we  will  try  whether  or  no  the  Seed  corrofion  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  but  in  fuch  a  quanti- 

wlll  admit  of  multiplication.  ^  "i 'l!"' "h  ^  ^ 

I  et  us  therefore  take  the  common  Samm  for  the  filled  therewithal! :  Then  muft  there  be  put  thereon 

Feminine  Matrix,  and  Antimony  of  the  Male-like-  as  much  mineral  Water  namely  pure  Spirit  of  Salt, 
feed  which  we  tiill  fow  into  its  own  Matrix,  as  as  the  Cucurbit  can  bear,  and  Fire  is  to  be  put 
Husbandmen  are  wont  to  do.  I  do  not  gain-fay  but  thereunder  whereby  the  Spirit  of  Salt  is  to  be  again 
that  there  are  other  Seeds,  and  probably  better  to  drawn  off,  by  which  Operation,  the  &rih  together 
be  found  to  be  implanted  in  Samm,  than  Antimony  with  the  included  Seed  will  day  by  day  berelrefh- 
is  But  yet  here  1  content  my  felf  with  this  of  An-  ed.  be  raoiftned  and  Iwell  up,  by  reafon  of  the  Spi- 
ttaonv  as  having  an  intention  of  onely  (hewing  at  rit  of  Salt,no  otherwife  than  as  if  you  ftiould  moiften 
thlspr^nt,  by  what  way  it  may  appear  that  a  me-  forae  dry  and  as  it  were  parched  &rth  with  Wa- 
tallick  Seed  may  be  brought  to  a  faculty  or  poflibiliiy  ter.  For  the  Sat»!-»  is  not  diflolved  by  the  Spirit  of 
ofarowth  in  the  Saturnine  Earth.  And  upon  this  Salt,  but  onely  fwells  up,  and  becomes  foliated,  and 
account  for  Deraonftrations  fake  of  this  Labour,  was  yet  remains  whole  or  entire  nor  is  it  much  unlike 
I  willing  to  ule  Antimony,  it  being  a  mafculine  Seed  unto  lovely  lookt  Talk,  which  ffiines  with  a  delicate 
of  a  Saturnine  kind.  For  common  Sa,ur«  is  ufually  whitenels  :  and  there  ore  the  Phdofophers  fay  fow 
m  accounted  for  the  true  firft  Ens  of  LHwr,and  Anti-  your  Goldin  white  foliat^  Earth.  Without  doubt 
*  monv  for  the  true  firft  Ens  of  S»/,  and  they  are  in  they  meant  not  common  Gold,  for  then  they  wou.d 
very  deed  found  fo  to  be.  For  yon  (hall  not  find  not  have  faid  our  Gold,  but  would  have  firaply 
anv^Lead  without  Silver,  norany  Antimony  without  faid  onely  Gold,  had  they  not  intended  a  peculiar 
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Gold ;  fo  that  1  ftrongly  perfwade  my  felf  that  from 
thofe  two,  there  cannot  arife  ought  elfe  but  what  is 
good  and  profitable,  did  we  but  know  how  legiti- 
niately  to  compound  and  handle  them*  And  although 
I  do  not  profefs  my  felf  to  know  many  things,  yet 
will  I  fimply  tell  you  my  opinion,  concerning  the 
way  which  I  fuppofe  flich  a  Commixtion  and  Ma¬ 
turation  may  be  effeded  by . 

A  Philofopher  faith  thus, 

By  Gold  and  Sil'uer  you  will  nothing  doj 
TJnlefs you  ufe  their  firjl  Ens  thereunto. 

The  firft  Entities  of  both  thefe  are  Lead  and  An¬ 
timony,  the  latter  of  which,  {viz,.  Antimony ,)  is  not 
to  be  admitted  in  that  impure  ftate  that  we  find  it  in, 
unto  the  former,  as  unto  its  Bride  or  Spoufe,  but 
muft  firft  be  wafhed  in  a  hot  and  fharp  Lixivial  Bath 
that  it  may  thereby  attain  to  a  delicate  filvery  white 


Gold,  or  firft  Ens  of  Gold. 

JV.  B.  I  cannot  by  any  means  omit  to  give  you 
thus  much  notice,  namely,  He  that  cannot  hi:  upon 
the  manner  of  preparing  the  feid  figned  Star,  may 
endeavour  the  making  of  common  Saturn  aureous, 
particularly  after  this  manner,  as  follows.  Extradb 
with  Spirit  of  Salt  out  of  the  Oars  or  Veins  and  rne- 
tallick  fugacious  Earths,  the  fpiritual  Gold  that  lies 
hidden  therein,  and  extradt  or  draw  ofi^  this  Spirit 
thus  impregnated  with  Gold  from  Saturn,  which 
Spirit  may  by  this  means  be  all  agen  had,  and  be 
ufed  about  new  extradtions.  And  as  for  the  Gold 
which  the  Spirit  extraded,  that  t\\e:,  Saturn  hath  im¬ 
bibed,  and  indues  it  felf  thereby  with  a  golden  na¬ 
ture;  which  if  you  imbue  or  moiften  with  many  fuch 
extradtions,  that  goldennefs  will,  as  I  may  fo  term 
it  grow  up  or  increafe  in  each  cohobation,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Salt  it  felf  will  become  augmented. 
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If  now  the  Saturn  be  imbued  with  a  fufficient  Por-  j 
tion  of  fpiritual  Gold,  it  muft  be  reduced  by  X,  or 
Alkalies,  that  fo  the  fpiritual  Gold  may  be  made 
corporeal,  which  will  exhibit  it  felf  pure  unto  you, 
after  that  the  Saturn  (hall  be  driven  away  on  the 
Teft.  But  yet  there  is  no  need  of  doing  this,  feeing 
it  will  be  better  to  granulate  the  Saturn^  and  by 
thofe  repeated  cohobations  to  draw  off  the  Spirit  of 
'  Salt  agen,  being  each  time  impregnated  with  that 
fpiritual  Gold,  and  fo  by  this  means  will  you  enrich 
fl  your  Saturn  with  the  greater  plenty  of  Gold.  And 
\being  fo  enriched  it  muft  be  reduced  by  a  fixing  Xf 
in  my  fecret  Crucible,  which  neither  fuffers  any 
thing  to  go  away  in  fume,  nor  to  run  out ;  in  which 
redudtion  the  fpiritual  Gold  and  the  fugacious  Saturn 
it  felf  are  fixed,  fo  that  both  Gold  and  Silver  are 
found  on  the  Teft  with  great  profit,  this  labour  re- 
'quiring  no  other  coftsfave  thofe  of  the  Fire. 

■  This  Operation  which  feparates  fugacious  and  fix 
Gold  out  of  the  Oars  arid  Stones,  is  far  better  than 
that  which  is  made  by  the  Solutions  of  Lune  and  Sa¬ 
turn, defcribed  at  large  in  the  third  part  of  the  Profpe- 
rity  of  Germany'  for  here,  we  do  not  need  either 
Fortis  or  Vinegar  for  the  Solution  of  Saturn  or 
Lune,  neither  need  we  the  fame  to  get  the  extrafted 
Gold  out  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  but  being  free  from 
that  labour  and  cofts,  we  [onely]  draw  off  from 
Saturn,  that  Spirit  which  hath  extraded  the  Gold, 
which  [Saturn^  attrads  and  holds  the  volatile  and 
fix  Gold  that  was  in  the  extradion,  infbmuch  that 
ther5  is  not  requifite  to  this  labour  of  drawing  off 
the  extradions  from  Saturn,  any  thing  elfe  ftve  onely 
Coals  and  Fire.  Add  hereunto  alfb,  the  gainful!  en- 
creafe  which  daily  comes  in  by  the  addition  of  Salt 
and  Water,  by  which  the  Spirit  of  Saltis  day  by  day 
augmented  without  any  cofts. 

N.  B.  When  the  Spirit  of  Salt  becomes  too  ftrong 
by  reafbn  of  the  Salt  put  thereto,  that  Water  where¬ 
with  the  Oar  is  wafht,  after  the  firft  extradion  of 
the  Spirit  of  Salt,  [or  after  it  hath  firft  been  extrac¬ 
ted  with  Spirit  of  Salt]  may  be  made  ufc  of  [and 
put  thereto]  inftead  of  common  Water.  For  it  , is 
fomewhat  fourifh,  and  hath  likewife  a  golden  na¬ 
ture. 

N.  B.  Praife  God,  and  forget  not  the  Poor,  fee¬ 
ing  thou  art  fufficiently  informed  and  taught  by 
what  means  thou  maift  get  great  Treafures. 

The  things  I  here  write,  are  not  for  this  end, 
namely,  to  teach  others  how  to  make  great  heaps  of 
Gold,  but  onely  to  fhew  them  a  way  of  attaining  to 
a  good  Medicament,  and  withall,  of  knowing  and 
perceiving  by  the  fame  labour,  that  the  melioration 
of  the  Metals  is  altogether  polTible  and  certain. 

Whoever  he  be  that  could  attain  fo  far  as  to  bring 
®  Antimony  and  Lead,  as  being  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold 
and  Silver,into  a  certain  Diflolvent,fo  as  that  the  one 
would  not  precipitate  the  other ;  then  at  length 
would  he  have  entrance  upon  the  right  way,  which 
leadeth  unto  great  things,  like  as  alfb  Gold  and  Silver 
being  diliblv^  in  one  and  the  fame  Menjtruum  gives 
beginning  to  things  of  great  moment.  I  dare  affirm 
therefore,  that  he  that  can  reduce  Gold  and  Silver, 
or  Antimony  and  Lead,  with  Salt,  into  an  agree¬ 
ment,  hath  opened  a  moft  ftrong  Gate  which  leads 
unto  a  great  Treafure ;  for  then  the  Patient  muft 
luffer  even  unto  death,  and  muft  die,  out  of  whofe 
dead  Body,  new  and  living  Bodies  do  afterwards 
come  forth. 

Although  I  have  often  told  you  in  my  Writings 
that  Gold  has  no  greater  enemy  than  combuftible 


^  - -  - 

Sulphur,  and  that  nothing  is  more  ininficitious  to 

Silver  than  Salt,  and  nothing  more  dlfpleafing  to 
Mercury  than  a  ftrong  Lixivium,  and  that  amongft 
thefe  contraries  there  is  a  perpetual  Antipathy  folong, 
untill  they  are  conftrained  by  Art  and  Skill  to  be¬ 
come  friends  and  mutually  to  embrace  each  other : 
yet  notwithftanding,  this  will  not  be  fb  eafily  fefi- 
ble  by  every  prating  Boafter,  and  that  makes  a  great 
noife  bv  his  lofty  vapouring  fpeeches  ;  no,  but  for 
the  fake  of  thefe  very  Men,  are  fuch  great  Arcana's 
juftly  and  defervedly  wrapt  up  in  darknefs,  and  in¬ 
deed  ’tis  fit  they  fhould  fb  be. 

Moreover  if  there  be  required  a  great  fuffering 
’tis  neceffary  that  both  the  Gold  and  Silver,  as  be^ 
ing  Male  and  Female,  fhould  fuffer  together  and 
not  barely  the  one  or  the  other  apart ;  for  hereby 
this  Regeneration  will  be  made  fb  much  the  nobler 
and  the  more  magnificent.  For  Example,  make  a 
Circle,  and  cut  or  divide  it  with  Diameters  crofs- 
wife  [or  at  right  Angles  through  the  Center]  fb 
that  the  extreams  of  the  Diameters  which  divide 
themfelves  in  the  middle  or  central  point  of  the  croft 
may  touch  the  Circle,  and  that  of  thofe  four  ex¬ 
treams  [or  Semi-diameters]  one  may  touch  above, 
and  the  other  beneath,  and  the  other  twain  may 
reach,  one  to  the  right  fide,  and  t’other  to  the  left. 
Place  the  Gold  in  the  uppermoft  extream  marked 
with  the  letter  A,  and  his  enemy,  namely  Sulphur, 
in  the  lower  extream,  which  the  letter  C,  demon- 
ftrates.  In  like  manner  place  Silver  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  Gold,  at  the  letter  B,  and  its  enemy,  'viz,. 
Salt  on  the  right  fide  marked  D,  and  you  will  fee 
how  averfly  thefe  enemies  behold  each  the  other. 
The  Sol  looking  about  him  efpies  his  capital  enemy. 
Sulphur,  diredtly  oppofite  unto  him,  and  hath  Z,««c 
at  his  left  fide,  and  Salt  at  his  right ;  and  very  wil¬ 
lingly  would  he  enter  into  friendfhip  with  Lune,  and 
Salt  which  are  joyned  at  his  fide,  if  they  but  would, 
or  indeed  could.  But  he  honours  not  his  capital  ene¬ 
my  Sulphur,  with  fo  much  as  a  look.  The  Lune 
placed  by  the  fide  of  the  Sun,  does  not  permit  the 
Salt  to  joyn  it  felf  with  the  Gold.  For  when  the 
Salt  is  with  the  Sol,  it  clearly  hinders  the  Lune  from 
affbciating  it  felf  with  the  fame.  Nor  can  it  poffi- 
bly  be  that  Salt,  Lune  and  Gold  fhould  enter  into  a 
thorough  familiarity.  Thus  too  is  it  with  Lune, 
who  hath  her  capital  enemy  diametrically  oppofite 
unto  her,  and  very  willingly  would  fhe  enter  into 
friendfhip  with  both  her  neighbours,  wai.  Sol  and  Sul¬ 
phur,  if  they  were  not  fuch  great  enemies  (to  each 
other,)  and  refufed  this  familiarity.  For  if  Lune 
aflbciates  unto  her  felf  the  Sun,  then  Sulphur  denies 
to  come  into  the  fbciety.  If  fhe  admits  the  Sulphur 
as  her  companion  then,  then  Sol  is  excluded,  as  abo¬ 
minating  the  friendfhip  with  his  enemy  Sulphur. 
Much  left  therefore  can  Lune  be  the  companion  of 
them  both  together.  See  the  Fig.  in  the  Book  of  Dialog, 

But  now  if  the  Gods  pleafe,  that  thefe  four  capi¬ 
tal  enemies,  fhould  unite  in  one  fociable  amity,  and 
that  wonderfull  regenerations  fliould  arife  from  this 
new  familiarity,  (then)  do  they  command  Vulcan  to 
heat  in  the  Fire  this  Circle  comprizing  thofe  four 
capital  enemies,  thus  conftituted  in  the  four  afore- 
faid  extreams,  and  calling  fuch  hatefull  looks  upon 
each  other,  and  yet  not  knowing  how  to  efcape  out 
of  the  Circle,  and  to  preft  them  together  more  and 
more  with  his  Hammer  by  little  and  little,  untill  all 
four  being  driven  into  one  maft,  do  come  together 
into  one  body,  which  body  doth  then  obtain  a  pow¬ 
er  of  reconciling  all  enemies,  and  of  effefting  great 
matters.  By 
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By  this  here  (poken  may  any  one  eafily  conjec- 
tiH'e,  what  great  fuffering  there  is  in  this  Conjunc¬ 
tion,  and  what  great  ftreights  do  afflicH:  thefe  ene¬ 
mies,  when  each  of  themmuft  thus  againft  their  will 
!  enter  into  friendfhip  with  his  capital  enemy.  Veri- 

I  iy  we  find  them  to  be  fuch  fufferings  as  have  not  their 

hke  again,  and  therefore  do  they  produce  to  light, 
filch  great  and  fuch  wonderfull  regenerations.  Now 
whatloever  it  be  that  is  exerciled  in  but  a  fmall  fiif- 
fering,  the  fame  doth  admit  of  but  fmall  emendation. 

The  greater  the  fuffering,  the  greater  the  meliora¬ 
tion,  fo  that  that  afflidion  which  brings  with  it  even 
death  it  felf,  brings  with  it  alfo  fo  much  the  more  no¬ 
ble  and  magnificent  Regeneration  and  Refurreftion. 
He  that  futters  not  in  this  World,  fhall  not  have  the 
Crown  put  upon  him  after  his  Refurredtion.  By 
how  much  the  greater  and  more  innocent  the  fuf¬ 
fering  and  alflidion  of  this  life  is,  fb  much  the  grea¬ 
ter,  and  fairer  a  Crown  may  be  expedted  in  the  o- 
ther  World. 

The  Grape  is  preft  fo  long,  till  it  be  rid  of  all  its 
juice,  this  juice  doth  indeed  bring  a  fweet  and  plea- 
font  delightfomnefs  unto  mortal  man,  but  the  Grape 
it  felf  which  the  juice  is  preft  out  of,  ceafeth  to  be  a 
Grape,  and  perifheth  through  defect  of  juice,  and 
i  pafleth  into  nothing.  But  unto  the  noble  Vine,  hath 
i  God  given  this  benefit,  that  it  yearly  bears  not  bare¬ 
ly  one  but  many  Grapes  together  :  All  which  being 
j  pluckt  off,  it  doth  neverthelefs  produce  the  following 
I  year  no  fewer,  but  rather  more  Grapes ;  and  ftill 
remains  a  bleffed  and  fruitfull  Vine,  becaufe  it  is  fur- 
j  nifht  with  roots  and  fertile  Boughs.  On  the  contra¬ 
ry,  they  that  have  devoured  the  good  and  fweet 
juice  themlelves,  remain  always  hungry  and  tbirfty, 

I  and  that  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  they  guzle  down 
the  juice  too  new  and  frefh,  whereby  their  Bellies 
fwell,  and  they  receive  no  nutriment  therefrom. 

I  This  is  a  thing  certain  and  undoubted,  that  the 
I  bodies  of  the  Metals  become  by  fuffering  and  dying 
i'  far  more  excellent  and  more  noble.  He  therefore 
that  knows  that  the  patient  is  to  be  fubjeded  unto 
its  own  agent,  and  doth  alfo  underftand  by  what 
I  way  they  are  to  be  conjoined,  will  never  labour  in 
'  vain,  but  will  reap  the  wifhed  reward  of  his  pains. 

I  When  the  agent  doth  touch  onely  the  fu perficies 
j  of  the  patient,  and  penetrates  not  into  its  heart  or 
!  root,  there  will  verily  be  but  a  very  little  good  done, 
fave  onely  this,  wz,.  That  the  Agent  being  afore  ren- 
dred  aureous,  is  able  to  give  unto  its  patient  alfo  a 
golden  nature,  and  to  bring  the  fame  to  an  aureous 
degree,  and  to  beftow  upon  it  the  perfedtion  of 
j  Gold  ;  but  that  melioration  which  is  done  onely  by 
!  it  felf  proceeds  on  very  flowly. 

!  As  concerning  the  manner  of  enduing  the  Spirit  of 
I  Salt  with  an  aureous  nature,  that  foit  may  thefoo- 
ij  ner  render  its  patient  a  partaker  of  golden  virtues, 
h  we  have  fpoken  of  that  already,  and  demonftrated 
j  it  clearly  enough  ;  he  that* does  not  underftand,  we 
j  cannot  help  him  any  other  way. 
j  N.  When  the  Eagle,  the  Servant  oi  Jufiter, 

I  hath  with  his  beak  and  talons  pluckt  out  the  coagu- 
I  lated  beams  of  the  Sun  out  of  the  Cliffs  and  Rocks, 

’  ;  and  brings  them  unto  Jupter^  he  is  fo  very  bounti- 
•j  full,  that  he  fends  down  the  fame  unto  us  by  the 
i  Rain,  which  is  of  fo  much  efficacy,  as  that  all  the 
j  Herbs  upon  which  it  falls  arc  bettered ,  and  the  mar- 
i  tial,  venereal,  faturnine.  Lunar  and  mercurial  Herbs 
do  put  on  the  golden  nature  of  the  Sun ;  fo  efficaci¬ 
ous  is  the  golden  Rain  of  Jupiter,  if  the  Eagle  hath 
firft  brought  unto  him  the  coagulated  rays  of  the  Sun. 


And  that  I  may  be  the  better  underftoodj  and 
that  itmay  be  known,that  the  Melioration  ofMetals 
may  be  accomplifhed  by  a  dry  Agent,  full  as  well, 
yea  and  better,  and  more  profitably  than  by  a  moift 
Agent ;  I  have  judged  it  a  thing  worth  while  to  ad- 
joyn  the  following  Procefs  under  the  Title  of  the 
Great  Country  Farmer. 

And  let  the  ftudious  Artift  know,  that  the  amen¬ 
ding  of  the  Metals  by  the  dry  way,  by  the  opera-, 
tion  of  dry  Salt,  is  far  more  eafie,  and  may  likewife 
be  difpatcht  in  a  greater  quantity,  ,  than  is  wont  to 
be  done  by  the  moift  way  :  and  that  there  is  no 
thing  required  to  this  operation  fave  Salt  and  Coals, 
be  the  Metals  that  are  to  be  fixed,  even  what  they 
will. 

For  Example,  if  a  man  be  defirous  to  fix  Saturn, 
or  to  procure  unto  it  a  Silvery  nature,  there  needs 
not  pure  Lead  be  taken  for  this  work ,  feeing  he 
may  have  the  Oar  or  Vein  thereof  for  much  lefs 
price  ;  and  indeed  there  is  fome  that  is  a  wild  and 
fulphureous  Oar,  which  yields  not,  in  the  melting, 
any  good  Lead,  and  may  be  had  in  great  plenty  in 
fome  places  of  Germany  that  1  know  of,  for  a  very 
fmall  price,  or  rather  for  none  at  all.  Such  a  wild 
Oar  of  Lead  as  this  is,  which  yields  neither  good 
Lead,  nor  is  fit  for  the  Potters  to  glaze  their  Pots 
withall,  by  reafon  of  its  hard  fufion,  doe  I  chufe  for 
my  operation,  not  onely  becaufe  it  cofts  left  than  o- 
ther  fuch  Oars  of  Lead  doe,  but  for  this  reafon  too, 
becaufe  it  hath  ftbre  of  Sulphur,  and  fit  enough  for 
fixation. 

This  Vein  or  Oar  doe  I  bring  into  fmall  Powder, 
and  mix  as  much  Salt  thereto  as  need  requires,  then 
call:  it  in  upon  the  Coals,  in  fuch  a  Furnace  as  I  have 
defcribed  to  make  ftore  of  Spirit  of  Salt  in  :  The  Salt 
and  the  Sulphur  exercifing  their  vehement  or  pow¬ 
erful!  virtues  upon  the  Lead,caufeth  it  to  be  afflided 
with  terrible  dolours,  infomuch  that  part  thereof 
afoendeth  on  high  [or  fublimeth]  with  part  of  the 
Salt,  and  betakes  it  felf  into  Receivers  fitted  on  for 
that  purpofe.  In  which  fublimarion,  the  Salt  and 
the  Lead  afeend  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  and  contrary 
to  their  will,  fuffer  fpiritually,  and  fo  are  conftrained 
to  enter  into  friendffiip,  finding  a  place  of  quietude 
in  thofe  cold  Receivers,  and  there  fetling  together. 
The  refidue  of  the  Oar,  and  part  of  the  Salt  being 
burnt  up,  and  emitting  no  more  flores,  but  falling 
down  through  the  Grate  like  Afhes,  more  new  or 
frefh  Coals  muft  be  put  into  the  Furnace,  and  new 
matter  muft  be  thrown  thereupon,  as  afore  ;  and 
this  Labour  is  to  be  continued  fo  long,  as  it  fhall 
pleafe  any  one  to  follow  it.  Now  by  this,  the  Saturn 
is  far  more  vehemently  afflided,  than  in  the  moift 
way  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt ;  And  if  unto  the  Oven  [or 
Receiver]  receiving  the  fume,  and  in  which  the  flow¬ 
ers  of  the  Salt  and  Lead  fettle,  there  fhall  be  applied 
yet  feveral  Receivers,  there  will  then  be  therein 
caught  ftore  of  Spirit  of  Salt ,  which  being  rectified, 
may  be  agen  made  ufe  of  in  the  moift  way..  The 
flowers  being  taken  out  of  the  Oven  or  Receiver  in¬ 
to  which  the  fume  goes,  are  to  be  agen  thrown  in 
upon  the  live  Coals  in  the  Furnace,  that  they  may 
fufter  anew  and  be  fublimed.  After  that  they  are  all 
fublimed  again  on  this  wife,  they  are  to  be  agen  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  the  Oven,  and  be  caft  in  upon  the  live 
Coals ;  and  muft  be  afHided  with  thefe  Labours  fo 
often  repeated,  untill  they  become  fix  and  afeend. 
no  more,  but  fall  down  into  the  Afhes.  Which,  be,- 
ing  wafht,  will  yield  a  Salt  profitable  for  many  things,  ^ 
and  will  quit  afl  the  cofts  which  have  been  laid  out 
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upon  Lead,  Salt,  and  Coals  ;  To  that  the  Spirit  of  Salt 

which  is  gotten ,  and  that  which  is  amended  in  the 
Lead  Oar  by  the  Salt,  coft  nothing.  The  Afhes  be¬ 
ing  wafht  are  to  be  reduced,  in  a  Furnace,  by  blaft, 
and  be  (b  often  tormented,  till  a  good  portion  of  Sil¬ 
ver  be  gotten  by  this  operation ,  which  the  elabora¬ 
ted  matter,  being  purged  by  a  due  leparation  upon 
the  Tefts,  will  give.  And  fo  lhall  you  have  Gold 
and  Silver  by  the  benefit  of  this  operation,  by  which 
[operation]  we  have  manifefted  unto  you  the  Great 
Country  Farmer  paying  hts  yearly  Rent. 

“Now  like  as  Saturn  is  dealt  withall  in  this  operati¬ 
on,  even  fb  are  the  other  Metals  wont  to  be  hand¬ 
led  too  ;  but  yet  you  mufl:  obferve  the  Regiment  of 
the  fire,  which,  according  to  the  diveiTity  of  the 
Metals,  muft  alfo  be  diverfly  adminiftred.  And  even 
the  Commixtion  it  felf  requires  good  heeding,  as  be¬ 
ing  a  bufinefs  of  no  final!  moment. 

Moreover,  in  this  operation  you  muft  aTo  note, 
That  one  Salt  is  more  fit  for  this  operation  than  ano¬ 
ther  is ;  for  by  how  the  (harper  nature  they  have, 
fo  much  the  more  commodious  and  profitable  doe 
they  fhew  themfelves  to  be.  So  Common  Salt  fubli- 
med,  as  is  done  in  this  Labour,  will  operate  far 
ftronger  than  Common  Salt  it  felf  unfublimed.  Be- 
fides,  there  are  Salts  to  be  found  which  work  yet 
far  more  powerfully,  yea  fo  ftrongly,  as  that  they 
need  not  the  help  of  an  external  fire,  but  doe  pro¬ 
duce  their  effedls  even  in  the  cold.  The  operation 
of  which,  in  the  moift  way,  if  any  be  defirous  to 
promote  and  ftrengthen  by  an  external  fire,  he  may 
fo  doe,  in  a  Lamp-Furnace,  and  free  himfelf  of  the 
charge  of  Coals,  and  be  exempt  from  that  frequent 
Labour  by  which  the  Fire  is  to  be  maintained. 

Some  moift  Fires  are  of  fuch  great  virtues,  as  that 
they  need  not  any  Lamp-fire,  but  a  fmall  golden 
thread  or  wire  in  burning  Spirit  of  Wine  is  capable 
of  adminiftring  heat  fufficient. 

And  the  burning  Spirit,  if  made  of  Leaves,  Grafs, 
rotten  Fruit,  or  Corn,  and  Grape-ftones  or  husks 
will  be  but  of  fmall  cofts,  or  in  a  manner  none  at  all. 
Now  a  pound  of  fuch  Spirit  being  placed  with  a  Gol¬ 
den  wick  in  a  convenient  Lamp  will  fuffice  for  three 
or  four  days,  and  give  heat  enough.  But  yet  never- 
thelefs,  that  moift  fire  doth  ripen  its  Metal  without 
the  help  of  any  external  fire  at  all,  and  yields  its 
profit,  but  then  it  requires  a  longer  fpace  of  time. 

Put  cafe  therefore,  that  I  make  my  moift  fire  fb 
ftrong  as  to  be  able  to  perform  its  office  irf  the  cold, 
and  that  it  needs  not  any  external  fire  :  And  if  I 
were  to  make  a  fire,  it  would  needs  require  one 
Ducket’s  charge :  If  now.  Handing  any -where,  it 
yields  me  two  Golden  Duckets  out  of  the  maturated 
Metal,  it  wou’d  doe  well  enough,  and  abundantly 
recompence  the  labour  and  cofts  expended.  For 
there's  nothing  wanting  of  the  Metal  [you  took  to 
ripen]  fave  that  which  is  changed  into  Gold  and 
Silver. 

And  forafmuch  as  I  can  fet  by  many  fuch  VelTels, 
and  thofe  great  ones  too,  there’s  no  doubt  to  be  made, 
but  that  my  gain  will  be  the  greater,  and  that  with 
very  little  labour.  For  now,  at  firft,  the  labour  of 
preparing  the  moift  fire,  is  in  a  manner  no  labour  at 
all,  for  in  three  or  four  days  may  be  fo  much  made 
as ’is  fufficient  for  the  maturating  of  a  great  deal  of 
Metal.  For  this  fire  may  be  compared  to  a  Seed , 
which  being  fown  in  the  Earth  afore  Winter ,  doth 
in  the  Summer-feafbn  produce  ftore  of  Fruit,  and  fit 
to  be  reaped. 

And  though  this  maturation  proceeds  on  exceed¬ 


ing  (lowly,  and  excludes  all  haft,  yet  it  brings  with 
it  this  benefit,  namely,  that  it  requireth  no  other'la- 
bour  in  the  Winter  time,  but  to  be  onelv  once  laid 
by,  and  the  perfetfting  thereof  muft  be  committed  to 
God  and  Time. 

There  are  various  and  divers  fuch  cold  Fires,  that 
promote  the  maturation  of  the  Metals,  and  may  be 
gotten  out  of  divers  Subjefts,  namely,  out  of  Tartar, 
Urine,  Hairs  of  Animals^  Horns, Calx-vive,  Soot,  the 
Blood  of  Animals ,  the  Feathers  of  Birds,  the  Bones 
of  Horfes,  Oxen,  and  other  Beafts,  out  of  which  fuch 
a  fire  is  very  difficultly  prepared,  one  of  them,  here 
reckoned  up,  excepted  ,  out  of  which  the  faid  fire 
may  by  an  eafie  labour  and  bufinefs  be  made,  and 
without  cofts.  It  is  therefore  a  great  gift  of  God, 
and  an  efpecial  grace  from  our  Creator,  if  he  maketh 
us  pofTeffors  of  fuch  a  Country  Farmer,  which  be¬ 
ing  fuftained  without  any  cofts,  doth  notwithftand- 
ing  very  largely  pay  his  yearly  Rent.  To  God 
therefore  are  unceffant  thanks  to  be  returned  for  fb 
great  a  benefit. 

But  we  have  faid  enough  of  thefe  moift  and  dry 
Metal  ripening  Fires ;  what  way  foever  any  one  is 
minded  to  chufe,  that  way  may  he  follow,  for  it 
lyes  in  his  own  free  choice.  If  he  chance  to  err,  let 
him  not  lay  the  blame  upon  me,  who  out  of  a  good 
mind  have  undertaken  thefe  labours  of  writing,  but 
cannot  thruft  the  chewed  meat  into  any  ones  mouth. 

I  will  by  God’s  permiflion  fhow  the  wonders  of  God 
to  fome  friends  this  next  Summer,  that  fo  fuch  as 
come  after  us  may  likewife  have  occafion  of  praifing 
God,  and  of  giving  him  thanks. 

But  even  as  the  common  Earth,  when  it  is  moift- 
ned  with  often  fhowers,  and  now  and  then  freed  of 
them  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  retains  in  it  felf  a  fruit- 
full  Salt,  and  doth  neceffarily  acquire  a  fertility  :  So 
likewife  our  Earth  doth  not  onely  daily  encreafe  in 
goodnefs,  but  in  weight  too,  and  becomes  more  pon¬ 
derous  :  but  you  muft  not  think  that  this  heavinefs 
or  weight  proceeds  from  the  Spirit  of  Salt’s  infinua- 
ting  it  felf  into  the  porous  Earth,  no :  For  if  the  faid 
Mafs  fhould  be  but  onely  eight  days  time  in  the  di- 
geftion,  and  the  Spirit  of  Salt  be  [then]  wafht  off, 
yet  would  it  be  encreafed  a  quarter  part ;  which 
ponderofity  comes  indeed  from  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  out 
of  which  the  Saturn  draws  fomething  unto  it  felf  for 
nutritious  fake,  as  the  Common  Earth  does  out  of 
the  fhowres  of  Rain,  and  becomes  more  weighty. 

For  if  there  were  no  occult  and  nitrous  virtue  in 
the  Rain,  it  would  conduce  but  little  to  ferti’ity ;  and 
if  there  were  no  fpiritual  and  aftral  Gold,  or  fpiritual 
and  aftral  Sun  in  Salt,  the  immature  Metals  could 
not  be  ripened  by  the  fame.  By  how  much  the 
oftner  therefore,  a  good  Spirit  of  Salt  is  drawn  off 
from  the  Saturnine  Earth, and  Saturnine  Seed,fb  much 
the  fooner  alfo  doth  that  Seed  arrive  unto  its  full 
ripenefs.  For  at  every  turn  [of  drawing  off]  fome¬ 
thing  of  the  good  part  of.  the  Spirit  of  Salt  remains 
behind,  attraded  by  the  Earth  and  Seed,  from  which 
the  melioration  and  augmentation  doe  arife  ;  as  may 
be  feen  in  the  Vegetable  Seeds  which  fprout  forth 
out  of  the  Earth,  and  are  encreafed  by  the  help  of 
Rain. 

The  pofllbility  of  thefe  things  I  have  feen ,  but 
have  not  hitherto  brought  the  faid  matters  to  a  full 
maturity,  or  to  fpeak  more  rightly,!  have  not  finilh- 
ed  the  whole  operation.  Fie  that  is  minded  to  make, 
a  thorough  trial,  may  fo  doe  :  and  if  he  mifl'eth  the 
effedt  of  his  endeavours,  let  him  not  blame  me,  for 
I  dee  not  aim  at  drilling  on  any  one  by  my  perfwa- 

fions. 
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finns,  to  belbw  his  charges  on  an  uncertain  thing. 
But  1  mention  thefe  things  that  to  the  nature  of  Me¬ 
tals  as  alto  of  Saks  may  be  known,  and  that  (by  the 
help  of  this  knowledge)  the  Writings  of  thePhilofo- 
pliers  may  be  the  better  underftood.  For  the  labour 
here  propnled  avouchech  the  truth  of  thofe  Opera¬ 
tions  which  the  Philofiphers  call  their  Calcination, 
Dealbation,  Incineration,  Alcention,  Defeention, 
Cohobation,  Inceration,  Dilfillation,  Sublimation, 
Volatilization,  Maturation,  Fixation,  and  fay  that  all 
thefeand  the  likeChymicalOperations  may  be  made 
in  one  VclfeljWith  one  Fire,  in  one  Furnace,  without 
any  change  of  the  Labours,  Vellels,  or  Fire. 

For  the  Philolophers  have  defenbed  theii  greatelr 
fecrets  and  Arcana's  parabolically,  and  in  K-iddles, 
but  elpecially  the  Poets,  '^sOvid,  and  many 

others  who  are  very  hard  to  be  underftood  by  thofe 
that  have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  Metals, 
which  being  once  known  and  underftood,  renders 
the  meaning  of  the  Poets  ealie.  For  the  Poets  weie 
wont  to  impofe  one  while  fuch  a  name  upon  fiich  a 
Metal,  another  time  another  name  upon  another 
A4etal,  which  cuftom  of  theirs,  he  that  does  not 
heedtully  mark  will  eafily  fall  into  an  errour,  and 
mifs  the  apprehenfion  of  their  meaning 

For  Example,  in  one  place  they  call  Copper  Ve¬ 
nus  in  another,  the  Wife  of  Edars,  in  another,  the 
Sifter  and  Wife  of  Jufiter.  And  lb  deal  they  with 
Silver  too,  one  while  they  call  it  Lune^  by  and  by 
Diana  or  Jana,  another  time  Vefia.  Apollo  is  by 
them  ftiled  one  while  5o/,  then  Tbasbus,  then  Latons, 
fb  chat  it  is  exceeding  necelFary,  for  thofe  that  are 
defirous  to  learn  ought  out  of  their  Writings,  to  be 
well  act^uainted  with  thofe  different  names  and  Ap¬ 
pellations.  And  although  the  Poets  do  account  all 
the  Metals  for  the  Sons  Saturn,  yet  do  they 
fub-diftinguilh  them  and  ftile  them,  Saturn,  Jupiter, 

Venus,  &c.  1  i"  •  A  • 

■  .The  common  Lead  is  Saturn,  and  fo  is  Antimo- 

^y>  Saturn,  Bijntute,  Tutia-,  Lapis  Qalawinaris,  the 
Afhy  Colour,  Yellow,  White,  and  red  Magnefm 
are  termed  by  the  name  of  Saturn :  The  white  AZ-^r- 

•  cafite.2iUd  Zmk  are  deemed  to  be  of  the  Family  or 
Pedegree  of  Jupiter :  Orichalcum  or 

white  and  red  Copper,  are  ftiled  by  the  name  of  Ve¬ 
nus.  But  according  as  Venus  is  impregnated,  and 
according  as  the  Copper  is  white  or  red,  fo  hath  it 
its  name.  The  red  Copper  is  as  yet  a  Virgin.  For- 
afmuch  therefore  as  the  Poets  have  committed  unto 
Writing  the  Tranfmutation  of  the  Metals  under  the 
Cover,  and  vail  of  Fables,  and  have  rnade  mention 

Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars  and  Venus  ;  it  can  never 

•  poflibly  be,  that  he  who  knows  not  this  different 
diftindtion  can  underftand  their  meaning.  And  for 
an  Example  hereof,  conlider  but  the  Fable  of  Diana 
and  Apollo,  brought  forth  at  one  Birth  by  Latona, 
who  was  gotten  with  Child  by  lying  with  Jupiter, 
and  was  driven  into  exile  by  jealous  Juno,  and  ha¬ 
ving  a  long  time  liitfered  Perlecution  by  the  biting 
Serpent  Python,  and  being  driven  to  flye  through 
all  the  Countries  of  the  World,  did  at  laft  after  ma¬ 
ny  grievous  labours  and  troubles  pafs  over  the  tem- 
pefiuous  Sea  into  the  Bland  Onygta,  and  betook  her 
fclf  to  her  Sifter  Afierta,  by  whoi-^  fhe  was  received, 
'and  begat  tliefe  Twins,  viz,.  Diana  ■and  Apollo. 

Who  will  be  able  to  apprehend  the  meaning  of 
this  Fable,  fave  he  that  well  under ftands  the  nature 
-  of  the  I'vletals- 1  Verily  nobody  will  fo  much  as  dream 
'  of  or  fined  out  ought  of  thofe  Myfteries,  unlefs  he 
(hall  meet  with  fuch  like  Hiftorics  in  his  metalline  la- 
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hours,  and  then  at  length  will  he  underftand  what 
the  meaning  of  the  Philofophers  is.  But  for  E.xam- 
ple  fake,  let  us  take  two  Metals  which  have  an  affi¬ 
nity  with  each  other,  namely  Jupiter  and  Venus, 
thefe  I  joyn  together,  that  (o  the  Woman  may  be 
impregnated  with  the  mafeuline  Seed.  Latona  there¬ 
fore  being  great  with  Child,  I  caft  her  forth  into  ex¬ 
ile,  that  fhe  may  be  continually  perfecuted  by  the 
biting  Serpent  Python,  untill  fhe  flies  through  the 
Salt  and  ftormy  Sea,  into  the  Bland  Ortygia,  to  her 
Sifter  AJl  eria,  dwelling  in  the  Bland  Ortygia,  and 
there  bring  forth  the  fair  Diana  and  Apollo.  Now 
tliefe  things  are  eafliy  underftood,  were  but  the  ge¬ 
nuine  Appellations  fiibftituted  in  the  room  of  fuch 
ftrange  terms,  of  which  thing  I  have  onely  fome 
knowledge,  but  do  not  prdfefs  my  felf  a  perfedl  In¬ 
terpreter.  Yet  methinks  I  cannot  choofe  but  fay 
fbmewhat.  The  venernous  Serpent  Python  is  a  flr- 
name  of  Appollo,  for  he  is  produced  by  the  efficacy 
of  the  Sun,  and  is  that  corrofive  Salt  which  doth 
Co  long  afflidl  and  torment  the  impregnated  Latona 
all  over  the  dry  part  of  the  World,  untill  fhe  betakes 
her  felf  by  the  Sea,  that  is,  by  that  ftrong  Salt  Wa¬ 
ter,  unto  her  Sifter,  that  is,  unto  pure  Venus,  and 
precipitates  her  felf,  and  brings  forth  the  fruits  of 
Jupiter,  namely,  Diana  and  Apollo  together.  The 
Poet  doth  here  mind  both  the  moift  and  the  dry 
way  together,  when  the  Metal  is  wrought  with  a 
due  Cement,  and  made  fix  it  is  [then]  dilfolved 
with  the  Salt  Water  of  the  Sea,  and  pure  Plates  of 
Venus  are  put  into  it  thus  dilfolved,  that  fb  the  pure 
Metal  may  draw  unto  it  felf  her  impregnated  Sifter, 
who  brings  together  with  her  Gold  and  Silver,  which 
having  been  fo  long  hidden  in  its  body  doth  now  raa- 
nifeft  it  felf 

It  is  indeed  the  better  to  fix  the  Metals  by  Ce¬ 
ments,  and  fo  to  render  their  fugacious  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  compad,  which  may  be  as  well  done  in  the. 
moift  way  by  fharp  Waters  and  moift  Fires.  But  if 
the  Meta’s,’  legitimately  imp>regnared,.'do  firft:  pafs 
through  a  dry  and  burning  hot  Fire,'  and  are  after¬ 
wards  yet  once  more  tranfinitted  through  the  moift 
and  cold  Fires,  then  Pluto  fends  the  mundified  Soul 
out  of  Purgatory  unto  Nkptune,  by  whom  it  is  carri¬ 
ed  into  Paradife,  where  it  doth  afterwards  remain 
fafe  and  free  from  all  danger  of  the  Serpent. 

Upon  occafion  of  the  aforefaid  Fable,  and  parti¬ 
cular  Tranfmutation  of  the  inferiour  Metals,  this  is 
to  be  yet  more  obferved,"’that  every  is  not 

fit  to  impregnate  Latona,  but  that  onely  which  is 
yet  living,  efficacious,  young,  and  full  of  Seed  is 
able  to  impregnate  Latona. _  FoEZ,/Tfo»(j'carried  with 
her  no  more  but  the  Seed  onely  of  Jupiter  into  the 
Bland  Ortygia,  and  left  behind  her  all  the  body  of 
Jupiter.  '  ^ 

Moreover  this  is  to  be  confidered,  that  Latona  did 
bring  forth  Diana  firft,  in  the  Bofbm  or  Lap  of  Ve¬ 
nus,  that  is,  of  the  Alidwife,  but  Diana,  prcfently 
after  fhe  was  Born,  performed  the  office  of  a  Mid¬ 
wife  in  receiving  her  Brother  Apollo  in  her  Lap, 
which  thing  is  fufficiently  manifefl:  tinto  thofe  who 
have  laboured  (though  but  little)  in  the  Metals. 
For  fhould' the  Nativity  of  have  preceeded, 
Venus  could  not  have  received  him,  for  which  rea- 
fon  Diana  ought  to  come  forth  firft,  that  Co  Ihe  might^ 
the  more  commodioufly  receive  Apollo  from  Latona. 
I  know  not  how  by  any  means  it  may  be  propofed 
more  clearly.  ■  * 

'  Every 
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Every  one  that  does  but  know  the  nature  of  the 
Metals  doth  well  underhand,  that  when  Gold  and 
Silver  are  fpiritually  diflblved  in  one  Water,  and 
that  plates  [of  Mars  probably]  are  put  in  to  the 
Solution  of  the  Gold  and  Silver,  neither  of  thofe 
Metals  will  adhere  to  the  Plates.  But  if  the  Plates 
of  Copper  are  put  into  that  Bath,  he  fhall  prefeotly 
fee  that  all  the  Silver  that  was  in  the  Water  will  ad- 
joy  nit  felf  thereunto.  And  now,  after  that  the  Silver  is 
thus  precipitated  and  flicks  on  to  the  Copper,  the 
Gold  will  likewife  fall  down  out  of  the  Solution,  and 
apply  it  felf  to  the  Silver  ;  which  labour  I  have  more 
at  large  handled  in  the  third  part  of  the  Profperity 
of  Germany,  It  could  not  therefore  other  wife  be, 
but  that  Latona  muftfirft  bring  forth  Diana, 2.nd  Af  ol¬ 
io  afterwards,  feeing  that  Venus  the  Sifter  of  Latona 
could  be  helpfull  onely  in  the  bringing  forth  of  Di¬ 
ana.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  that  Diana  her 
felf  fhould  be  an  affiftant  in  the  Birth  of  her  Brother 
A^ollo^  forotherwife  he  could  not  have  been  Born. 

Mv  time  admits  not  of  producing  any  more  fuch 
fimilitudes  in  this  place,  We  will  defer  them  till  fome 
other  time,  namely,  for  the  Edition  of  the  Work  of 
Saturn,  wherein  fhall  be  taught  how  the  moft  vile, 
and  moft  abjeci  Metals  are  to  be  maturated  by  the 
benefit  of  Salts,  whereby  they  may  in  a  particular 
way  yield  forth  Gold  and  Silver. 

But  forafmuch  as  1  cannot  divine,  what  impedi¬ 
ments  may  put  a  flop  to  the  edition  of  the  work 
of  Saturn,  znd  that  in  this  very  Treatife  here  is  of¬ 
ten  mention  made  of  Saturn.  It  cannot  I  think  be 
any  ways  hurtfull,  if  fome  good  thing  be  yetfarthlsr 
adjoyned.  And  fiich  things  as  are  her^  manifefted 
of  Saturn,  it  will  not  be  need  full  agen  to  mention 
them'in  other  places,  feeing  there  Both  yet  ftill  re¬ 
main  matter’ enough  for  to  fill  a  whole  Book  of  the 
Secrets  of  Saturn.  And  there  lie  fuch  wonderfull 
Secrets  under  the  vile  and  dirty  Garment  of  Saturn, 
as  being  manitefted,  would  exceed  alf  the  belief  of 
unskilfull  Men.  For  he  is  not  onely  an  expert  Fifli- 
er  in  Fifhing  Pearls  out  of  the  Salt  Sea,  bui;  is  with- 
all  an  expert  Hunter,  in  driving  the  Wild  Beaft  out 
of  his  green  Grove  or  Cops,  aad  of  catching  him 
in  his  Nets,  as  we  Have  told  you  in  the  foregoing 
third  part  of  the  Profperity'  of  Germany. 

Nay,  he  is  a"  bathing  Gentleman  of  fingular  skill, 
who  by  his  bathing  and  wafhing  his  Children,  ador- 
neth  them  with  the  comelinefs  of  Diana  and  Afollo. 
When  he  is  alone,  he  ferves  onely  for  ApUo  and  Di¬ 
ana  to  wafh  off  their  accidental  impurit;ie.s  and  defile¬ 
ments,  that  fo  they  may,  recover  theirinatural  fair- 
nefs.  The  other  Metafs  caiVt  brook  his^.fb  over 
fharp  and  rigid  bathing,  but  are  rather  fuffocated 
and  killed  therein,  than  become  more  fair  and  more 
pure.  But  if  Saturn  fhall  have  firft  wafht  himfelf 
even  unto  the  higheft  whitenefs,  in  a  Bath  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  he,  is  not  then  fq  auftere  and  fevere,  but 
prepares  for  his  Childreri  a  far  more  tolerable  Bath, 
which  being  agreeable '[or  proportionable]  to  their 
Weaknefs  arid  Sickriefs,  renders  them  all  fairer  and 
more  pure.  Fijs  greateft  virtue  confifts  in  his  Water 
which  doth  both  particularly  and  univerfally  free  the 
Metals  of  all  their  defilements.  1  have  often  had  a 
particular  experience  [hereof,]  and  yet  daily  can 
(God  be  praifed)  fhew  and  teach  the  fame  unto  o- 
thers.  But  I  cannot  do  any  fuch  thing  in  an  uni 
verfal  way,  and  inform  others  as  to  that ;  nor  do  I 
v’'ain!y  brag"  of  fb  great  a  matter,  though  I  have  my 
thoughts  as  touching  the  manner  how  this  thing 
may  be  effedled.  Nay  the  more  I  conceived  about 


that  matter,  the  lefier  would  I  boaft  of  the  fame.  i 

Verily  it  is  a  great  fhame  to  boaft  of  that  thing,  j 
of  which  thou  haft  not  even  the  fmalleft  knowledge,’ 
or  at  leaft  doft  not  know  any  thing  elfe,  but  what  tl 
thou  haft  drawn  in,  by  the  reading  of  other  Writers. 

’Tis  a  common  proverb,  thofe  Cows  7vhtch  Bel- 
low,  or  Low  owrmuch,  are  [aid  to  yield  the  leafi  Milk,  ,1 
and  that  this  is  a  thing  true,  yea  moft  true,  experi-  ! 
ence  it  felf  doth  teftifie. 

The  Chymical  Art  is  become  at  prefent  fo  com¬ 
mon,  that  almoft  every  body,  after  he  hath  but 
viewed  over  one  or  two  Chymical  Books,  { though  ! 
he  never  moved  his  hands  to  the  Work,  nor  under- 
ftands  fo  much  as  the  Chymical  Terms  themfelves) 
is  never thelefs  wont  impudently  and  lyingly  to  boaft 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  univerfal  Medicine.  Nay  i 
thou  {halt  fee  fome  to  proceed  on  to  that  heighth  of  '  1 
boldnefs,  as  even  to  write  Books  of  fb  great  a  Secret,  { 

and  to  dare  promife  the  Revelation  of  the  fame  unto  i 

others,  and  yet  for  all  this  know  nothing  at  all,  and 
have  not  fo  much  as  any  the  meaneft  foundation,  but  j 
rely  fblely  upon  that  knowledge,  which  (being  as  ^ 
we  faid  afore,  drawn  out  of  other  Writers)  caufeth  I 
in  them  a  moft:  uncertain  hope,  of  a  thing  moft  ex-  » 
treamly  obfeure.  ^ 

He  that  is  not  a  ftranger  unto,  nor  ignorant  of  1 

metallick  affairs,  can  ealily  difeern  the  Lyers  from  ; 

the  true  Writers,  and  can  judge  who  are  true,  and 
who  falle.  Such  as  do  know  fbmewhat  are  not 
wont  to  make  a  bragging  noife  of  their  skill.  On 
the  contrary,  thofe  Brethren  of  Ignorance  do  offer 
unto  every  one  that  moft  fecret  miracle  of  Art  and 
Nature,  namely,  the  univerfal  Medicine,  which 
thing  a  true  Philofbpher  neither  ever  did,  nor  ever 
willdo.  But  as  for  the  revealing  of  the  particular 
waftiings,  purgations,  and  meliorations  of  the  Me¬ 
tals,  whereby  Gold  'and  Silver  are  to  be  extrafted, 
if  any  one  doth  know  thefe  things  and  difclofeth  i 
them,  and  defires  not  to  bury  bis  Talent  in  the  \ 
Earth,  he  does  well.  i 

Neither  would  any  one  be  endaramaged  by  filch  | 
adifcQvery  though  thofe  particular  Arcana's  fhould  •,! 
be  known  even  unto  all  Men,  and  that  every  body  ’ 
could  effed  fuch  Operations  ;  for  nothing  could  re¬ 
dound  from  them  but  great  gain  throughout  all  the 
V/orl^. 

But  thefe  things  here  mentioned  may  fufficiently 
ferve  for  an  evident  and  manifeft  admonition  for 
every  one  to  beware  of  the  Books  of  fuch  Wri- 
fers,  (but  why  do  I  fay  Writers  I  they  are  rather 
Colledors  and  Deferibers,  who  after  the  manner 
of  Botchers  do  patch  up  new  Books  our  of  old  caib 
Garments)  and  to  give  no  credit  at  all  unto  them  *  ' 
as  containing  nothing  of  truth  in  them,  and  to  think 
that  thofe  kind  of  Men  betake  themfelves  to  this- 
^ok-patching  Trade,  meerly  to  get  their  Bread  by. 

Some  fuch  Men  have  I  known,  that  provide  not 
either  for  their  Food  or  Rayment  any  other  way, 
than  by  the  fale  of  fuch  falfe  Philofophical  Bopks/ 
which  they  have  from  the  Printers  to  fell  to  other.®^ 
receiving  a  certain  price  for  their  labour,  whieff 
they  bellow  in  profering  them  to  Sale.  O  miferablo 
Philofopher  1  Who  doth  not  know,  fb  much  as  to  get; 
his  Food  at  Home  in  his  own  Houfe,  but  is  con- 
ftrained  to  ftiift  after  it  by  the  bare  felling  of  fueff 
kind  of  Books.  Let  this  here  fpoken  be  as  a  war-  i 
ning.  If  need  required,  and  occafiorr  were,  I  would 
not  fear  to  divulge  their  names  too.;  who  having  , 
not  any  the  leaft  knowledge  of  nature,  do  never- 
rhelefs  dare  to  offer  the  Revelation  and  Confedion 
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of  the  great  univerfal  unto  others,  and  caft  fuch  a 
great  blemifiiof  reproach  upon  the  moft  noble  Chy- 
niical  Art,  as  makes  it  much  contemned,  whereas  a 
more  noble  and  more  excellent  Art  cannot  be  found, 
ric  not  ceni'ure  any,  but  yet  it  ^ould  become  the 
magiftratero  examine  thole  great  Philofbphers,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  they  were  a-flually  and  in  very  deed 
j  skill'd  in  that  great  univerfal,  (which  they  boaft 
fo  wonderfully  of,  and  write  Books  of  filch  great 
moment,  and  promifeto  reach  others  too,  as  if  they 
^excelled  even  Hermes  himfelf  in  the  knowledge  of 
I  the  Art)  and  if  in  the  proof  or  tryal  they  gave  good 
i  larisfadion,  and  confirmed  the  truth  of  their  Wri¬ 
tings  by  a  real  and  true  melioration  of  the  Metals, 

I  then  to  honour,  defend,  and  proteeft  them,  as  rare 
!  and  fingular  Philofbphers.  Bur  if  they  know  nothing 
fior  amid  perform  ought  of  their  pretended  Art,  the 
piagiftrates  would  nor  do  unjuftly  if  they  punifhed 
(iich  men, and  made  them  exemplary,  feeing  too  that 
;  they  endeavour  to  afperfe  and  backbite  other  honeft 
I  pien,  who  are  endued  with  the  skill  and  knowledge 
i  of  fuch  great  things,  with  lying  reproaches.  Agood 
!  Gardener  being  wont  to  gather  good  Honey  out  of 
fhe  Bee  hive  which  he  has  in  his  Garden,  if  he  finds 
;  a  Neft  of  Wafps  orPIornets  any  where  near,built  in 
!  fbme  hollow  Tree,  and  that  they  fteal  away  the 
!  Honey  from  his  Bees,  he  right  worthily  deftroys 

[  luch  a  Neft,  and  roots  out  of  his  Garden  thofe 
Thieves  and  Robters  of  his  Honey,  that  fo  for  the 
i  future  they  may  not  detriment  them  any  more, 
j  Were  but  one  or  two  of  thofe  Fellows  handled 
!  in  fuch  a  manner  the  reft  would  be  deterred  and 
1  would  not  fb  eafily  promife  others  by  their  deceitfull 
!  Writings,  the  making  of  the  Philofbphers  Stone, 

I  which  they  ate  fb  extrearaly  ignorant  of.  Certain 
it  is  therefore,  that  no  true  Philofbpher,  were  he  a 
partaker  of  the  great  univerfal,  will  indifferently  of¬ 
fer  the  fame  unto  all  Men,  and  calumniate  (with- 
j  out  gny  caufe  given)  thofe  that  are  fb  innocent  (and 
i  who, have  ifirgotten  more  than  others  have  learned) 
i^nd  publickly  befpatter  them  with  moil  falfe  Lyes 
1  before  the  whole 'World,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
I  ^he  Perfbns  fb  abufed. 

I  But  to  return  to  my  purpofe,  and  to  fhew  in  this 
'  place  yet  another  very  confiderable  Arcanum  oi  S a 
,  ttirnj  you  mull  know,  that  1  have  already  publifhed 
fivers  great  fecretsin  this  fourth  and  third  proceeding 
part,  but  curfbrily  onely,  becaufe  I  have  not  as  yet 
I  attained  to  the  one  half  part  of  their  moft  great  uti- 
I  lity,  and  I  was  willing  onely  to  fhew  what  things 
I  raought  be  done. 

But  forafmuch  as  I  have  fortified  their  ufe  with 
j  gpod  and  (harp  Weapons,  and  that  one  or  other 
i  fbmetime  lighting  thereupon  by  chance,  and  reaping 
i  gr-eat  profit  th-erefrom,  may  poflibly  judge  that  he  is 
I  no  w'aysatall  bound  or  beholding  unto  me  for  the 
j  fame  ;  I  was  willing  for  the  better  information,  and 
j  inftruction  fake,  to  abjoyn  thefe  few  things,  which 
i  aie  very  weighty, apd  confiderable*  . 

in  divers  places  of  the  foregoing  third  part,  and 
!  (jf  this  fourth  part  too,  I  have  the  preparation  of  the 
Mercury  of  Safurn  and  Lune^  that  is,  I  have  fhewn 
i  how  Saturn  and  L?<»0imay  be  reduced  out  of  their 
Sr;’utions,  by  the  help  of  Salt,  into  a  Snow  like, 

I  fiii'ilei  fugacious,  pure  and  dry  Water  ;  which  Wa- 
1  fyrs  are,  by  me.  called  the  Mercuries  of  Saturn  and 
i  fumy  by  reafbn  of  their  fulile  and  volatile  nature : 

Ihey  are  metallick  Waters,  not  wetting  the  hands, 
i  and  >  et  by  reafon  of  their  form  do  they  bear  the 
:  name*  of  Water,  becaufe  being  put  into  a  Crucible, 


and  molten  with  afmall  Fire,  they  are  pellucid  and 
tranfparent  like  unto  Fountain  Water,  infbmuch 
that  they  may  be  feen  through  even  to  the  very  bot¬ 
tom  ;  But  yet  the  Water  of  Saturn  is  of  a  more  tram 
fparent  clarity  than  the  Water  of  Lime  is. 

But  forafinuch  as  our  main  fcope  in  this  place  is 
to  make  fome  mention  of  the  ufe  of  the  Saturnine 
Water,  we  will  let  pafs  other  matters,  and  declare 
fbme  of  the  virtues  of  the  faid  wonderfull  Water  in 
the  melioration  of  the  Metals. 

Let  the  lover  of  Art  therefore  know,  that  the 
Saturnine  Water  doth  difplay  its  virtues  in  wafhing 
the  Metals  that  are  to  be  amended.  For  if  any 
imperfeT  Metal,  as  Iron,  or  Tin,  or  Copper,  be 
adjoyned  thereunto,  and  held  in  fuchaVeliel,  as 
in  which,  that  Water  cannot  by  means  of  its  fuga- 
cioufhefs  vanifh  away,  nor  through  its  fubtile  and 
penetrating  power  run  our,  and  that  it  be  digefted 
for  a  while  in  fuch  a  Vefiel,  this  Saturnine  Bath  fen 
zeth  upon,  wafheth,  and  purgeth  the  Metal,  and 
tranfinuteth'  it  into  a  better  and  more  pure  Metal, 
but  yet  with  no  great  profit,  for  it  onely  fhews  the 
poftibility. 

But  yet  if  fome  tinging  Species  be  adjoyned  there¬ 
unto,  it  does  not  onely  make  a  pure  wafhing,  but 
likewife  exalteth  and  tingeth  the  fame,  according 
as  the  tendency  of  the  adjoyned  fubjedl  is,  either 
unto  a  white  or  a  red  Tindlure.  But  what  thofe 
Species  are,  there’s  no  need  of  difclofing  them  to 
every  one.  ’Tis  fufficient  that  I  have  laid  open  the 
Water,  and  the  ufe  thereof  in  the  wafhing  of  the 
Metals. 

But  that  the  Saturnine  Bath  may  the  Tooner  and 
readier  feize  upon  the  Metals,  and  wafh  them,  it  is 
the  befl  way,  to  add  one  third  part  of  the  Mercurial 
Water  of  Lune^  to  the  Mercurial  Water  of  Saturn: 
which  Waters  do  very  readily  conjoyn,  and  each 
help  the  other  in  the  wafhing,  and  do  alfb  tinge, 
according  as  the  property  of  that  Tindhure  is,  which 
is  adjoyned  thereunto.  I  will  for  Example  fake 
adjoyn  the  manner,  which  fhall  both  fhew  the  pof* 
fibility  of  the  thing,  and  adminifter  occafion  of  far¬ 
ther  fearch. 

Hiflblve  one  ounce  of  pure  Silver  in  Aq.  Fortis^ 
and  three  ounces  of  common  Lead,  in  more  Af, 
form,  mix  both  the  Solutions  together,  and  preci¬ 
pitate  them,  either  with  common  Salt  Water,  or 
with  Spirit  of  Salt,  which  is  all  a  cafe.  Pour  off 
the  At^.  Fortis  from  the  Coagulum^  after  its  being 
fettled  to  the  bottom,  which  faid  Coagulum^  you 
need  not  wafli  with  Rain  Water,  for  this  Work,  but 
prefs  the  liquor  onely  through  a  thick  Cloath  and  fb 
free  it  of  its  humidity  ;  this  done,  dry  this  metallick 
Chcefe  by  the  Fire,  and  you  fhall  have  a  Bath  very 
fit  to  wafh.  Venus,  Mars,  and  jfu-piter.  And  now 
when  you  are  minded  to  try  whether  or  no  the  fuc^ 
cefs  will  fadge  well,  divide  your  Bath  into  three 
parts,  and  wafh  thofe  three  Metals  on  the  following 
manner. 

N.  B.  Let  no  Body  take  it  in  evil  part,  that  I 
here  filently  pafs  over  my  fecret  bathing  Layer,  fer- 
ving  to  wafh  the  Metals  in,  and  not  permitting  the 
Water  it  felf  to  go  away  in  fume:  He  that  is  mind¬ 
ed  to  try  this  Operation,  may  for  the  firfl  time 
make  ufe  of  Crucibles,  which,  although  they  may 
bring  fbme  lofs  by  letting  go  part  of  the  Saturnine 
Bath,  yet  notwithftanding  they  will  demonflrate 
the  fuccefs  of  the  bufinefs,  and  the  lofs  by  them 
caufed  may  afterwards  be  prevented  by  due  Medf 
urns.  The  manner  of  ufing  the  Bath  aforelaid,  isas 
followeth.  Take 
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Take  of  the  filings  of  pure  Iron,  Copper  or  Tin 
one  parr,  mix  it  with  three  parts  of  our  dry  Bath, 
and  put  the  matter  thus  mixt  into  an  earthen  Vellel, 
which  hath  the  compaftnefs  of  Glafs,  fuch  as  thole 
are,  which  are  made  at  Sibttrg  near  Cokn,  at  Bam¬ 
berg  in  Franconia^  and  at  Waldenburg^  near  CaJJela 
in  Hajfia,^nd  in  other  places  of  Germany.  (N.  -^.The 
common  Vellels  and  Crucibles  cannot  retain  this 
Water,  but  it  penetrates  through  them  like  Oil.) 
Heat  your  Vefiel  fo  hot  as  to  caule  the  Water  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Metals  to  melt  and  flow  well,  in 
which  liquefadion,  part  indeed  of  the  water  will 
pals  away  in  fume,  but  this  lofs  may  be  eafily  pre¬ 
vented. 

When  therefore  your  Metal  hath  been  thus  boild 
for  about  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  part  of  the  lame 
will  be  found  walht  and  turned  into  good  Silver  : 
nor  mull:  you  thus  underftand  me  as  if  the  Silver  in 
the  Paid  Water  were  onely  precipitated  by  the  Me 
tal,.  and  that  no  part  of  the  Metal  it  lelf  underwent 
any  Tranlinutation.  For  albeit  that  that  Silver 
which  was  added  to  the  Saturnine  Water  be  preci¬ 
pitated  by  the  adjoyned  Metal,  and  returns  into  its 
former  Body,  yet  neverthelels  there  is  more  Silver 
gotten  than  was  added  to  the  Water.  For  that  Sa¬ 
turnine  Bath  while  it  is  occcupied  about  the  dilfolu- 
tion  of  the  Metal,  doth  by  the  efficacy  and  Opera¬ 
tion  of  the  adjoyned  Lme,  e.\^lt  and  tinge  part  of 
the  Metal  to  an  higher  degree.  ‘ 

But  although  this  labour  does  not  promile  any 
golden  Mountains,  it  is  here  put  for  this  end  onely, 
namely,  that  the  polTibility  of  the  thing  may  be 
learned  hereby  :  yet  notwithftanding,  if  any  one  did 
but  know  how  to  adjoyn  to  this  Saturnine  Water,  a 
golden  Ferment,  inllead  of  a  filvery  one,  it  could 
not  otherwile  be  but  that  he  would  get  no  contemp¬ 
tible  gain  and  profit:  yet  if  the  fame  Operation  be 
fo  inftituted  with  a  white  Ferment,  as  that  not  any 
the  lealt  part  thereof  may  go  away  in  fume,  and  be 
loft  of  the  Bath,  it  will  bring  no  lols,  N.  £.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  always  needfull  that  the  Ferments  of  pure 
Metals  be  adjoyned  to  this  Saturnine  Bath,  for  1 
think  that  apt  Minerals  may  be  found,  which  may 
be  adhibited  in  the  room  of  aureous  and  argenteous 
Ferments.  Nay  more,  1  do  likewile  think  that  fuch 
fubjebls  may  be  adjoyned  to  this  Saturnine  Mercuri 
al  Water,  as  may  be  therein  fixed  into  white  and 
red  Tindures ;  the  thing  it  lelf  I  have  not  as  yet 
tried,  nor  do  1  profels  my  felf  lb  great  a  Mafter,  for 
I  propole  to  my  lelf  this  onely  end  in  my  Writing, 
namely,  to  Ihew  unto  fuch  as  are  delirous  after 
tranlmutations,  the  way  of  arriving  unto  the  truth 
it  lelf.  For  it  will  be  far  ealler  for  every  one  that 
learcheth  into  the  bufinels  more  thoroughly,  and 
that  maketh  more  accurate  tryals,  to  find  out  far 
greater  things,  yea  much  more  than  he  could  ever 
believe.  More  liich  Woman  like  Walhings,  and 
more  Boys  Plays  lhall  (Go^  willing)  be  manifefted 
in  my  Work  of  Saturn. 

But  now  this  Saturnine  dry  Bath  may  be  prepared 
much  ealier,  on  this  wile  following  ;  choofe  you  out 
fuch  an  Oar  or  Miner  a  of  Lead,  which  is  very  pure 
and  clean,  and  hath  not  either  Iron,  or  Copper,  or 
any  other  Metal  admixt  therewithal! :  (N.  B.  If 
Silver  be  likewife  in  the  Oar,  it  rather  profits  than 
hinders,  but  the  faid  Oar  muft  not  have  much  earth 
mixt  in  it,  and  that  which  is  on  to  it  muft  be  taken 
from  it  by  walhing  oft'  the  lame  with  fair  Water.) 
O  te,  two,  three,  or  more  pounds  of  this  leaden 
Oar  thus  vyaftir,  muft  be  put  into  a  ftrong  Cucurbit, 


and  fo  many  pounds  of  Spirit  of  Salt  muft  be  (put 
on  and)  drawn  oft  thencefrom,  which  Spirit  ofSalt, 
as  being  a  moift  and  Philofophical  Fire, will  reduce  the 
pure  Oar  of  Lead,  which  it  toucheth  every  where 
and  in  all  p’aces  ftf  the  fame,  into  a  bright.  Snowy, 
eafily  Meltable,  and  fugacious  Calx,  which  is  to  be 
well  walht  with  Water  and  be  dried  :  This  is  that 
metallick  Bath,  and  that  dry  Water  of  the  Ancients, 
which  wets  not  the  hands,  and  which  is  able  to  per¬ 
form  admirable  things  in  the  Metals. 

But  that  this  Philofophical  and  moift  Calcination 
of  the  Oar  of  Lead,  may  be  accomplilhed  without 
any  cofts,  fome  Salt  Water  nluft  be  poured  upon  the 
Spirit  of  Salt,  in  the  Cucurbit,  that  the  Salt  may  af- 
cend  together  with  the  Spirit,  and  may  augment 
the  fame  with  fo  great  a  quantity  of  Spirit,  as  may 
quit  the  cofts  of  the  Oar  and  Fire,  and  yield  you  the 
dry  Saturnine  Bath  for  nothing,  which  laid  Bath 
may  be  employed  various  ways  about  the  walhings 
and  emendations  of  the  Metals.  For  out  of  the 
Oars  which  never  underwent  the  burning  by  the 
Fire,  and  were  never  as  yet  deprived  of  their  grow¬ 
ing  faculty,  this  Bath  thus  prepared  is  to  be  prefer¬ 
red  far  afore  that,  which  is  made  of  the  molten 
Metal. 

I  do  here  open  to  the  ftudious  of  Art,  the  Gate 
that  leads  unto  moft  great  fecrets,  which  were  never 
lo  clearly  manifefted  by  any  Map.  It  muft  necef- 
farily  therefore  be,  that  either  God  muft  put  a  ftop, 
or  that  the  Operator  or  Labourer  himlelf  muft  be  of 
a  ftupid  and  fimple  capacity,  if  he  cannot  learn  from 
thele  inftruftions,  as  much  as  to  live  inquietude,  and 
16  furnilh  himlelf  with  Food  and  Rayment. 

If  therefore  God  lhall  vouch^fe  his  Blefllng  un¬ 
to  thee  in  theule  of  this  lecret,  then  give  unto  him, 
the  beftower  of  all  good  things,  thy  utmoft  thanks, 
and  be  not  unmindfull  of  the  Poor.  Suftain  thy  life 
by  the  works  of  thy  hands,  and  let  thy  light  Ihine 
before  the  blind,  neither  bury  the  lame  envioufly  in 
the  Earth.  Do  good  to  every  one,  that  it  may  be 
difcerned  and  appear  what  Tree  thou  art.  Entertain 
not  too  great  an  opinion  of  thy  felf,  but  remember 
that  thou  art  a  Man  and  raai’ft  err  and  fail.  Give 
no  body  occafion  of  quarrelling  and  brawling.  If 
an  unjuft  con  Hid  be  brought  upon  thee,  commit 
thy  lelf  wholly  unto  God,  and  he  will  lliccour  thee. 
Give  place  to  the  greater,  and  fpare  thelefter,  God' 
will  defend  thee  and  fupprels  thine  Enemies. 

The  Heathen  Philolophers  accounted  the  Pro¬ 
phet  E%,ekkl  as  a  clownilh  Philolopher,  becaule 
he  wrote  fo  very  clearly  of  the  Divine  Myfteries.- 
For  they  took  it  very  untowardly,  that  he  was  not 
fo  envious,  as  to  involve  fuch  great  Myfteries  in  iH 
lence,  but  wrote  16  openly  of  the  lame.  ' 

He  that  will  now-a  days  make  it  his  delign  to 
wind  himlelf  out  of  the  crew  of  Sophifters,  and  fuch 
kind  of  Philofophers  that  puttech  together  hurtful! 
Books,  confifting  of  fine  Spun,  and  (educing  words 
onely  meerly  for  their  own  gain,  and  without  any 
profitable  information  at  all  in  them ;  he  I  fay  that 
would  free  himlelf  from  fuch ,  overcome  them,  and 
bear  away  the  prize,  muft  imitate  that  countrey  man, 
who  on  a  time  entring  into  a  Fencing- School  at  No- 
rimberg  did  behold  the  Fencers  artificially  combate  to¬ 
gether  16  ftrongly  and  fo  long,  untill  all  the  others 
being  tired,  and  forlaking  the  Stage,  there  remained 
but  onely  one  as  foie  vidor  ;  w'ho,  with  a  difdainfull 
look,  contemning  all  the  reft,  allured  himlelf  of  the 
vidorv. 

Being 
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Being  therefore  about  taking  up  the  Prize-Money  1 
there  depofited,  out  fteps  the  Countryman,  laying, 
vou  (hall  not  have  the  reward,  except  you  bwt  me 
too  oft' the  Stage  :  Fight  therefore  he  muft  with  the 
Countryman,  or  forlake  the  prize;  but  promifing 
himlelf  an  aflured  Victory,  he  exercileth  his  moft  cu¬ 
rious  and  artificial  poftures,  which  he  had  learned 
in  the  fencing  School,  thereby  to  make  a  fpeedy  difi- 
patch  with  the  Countryman,  fuppofing  that  the 
Countryman  would  be  frighted,  and  laying  down 
his  Weapons,  quit  the  Stage.  The  Countryman 
being  no  ways  feared  ftood  very  quiet  (as  confiding 
in  his  own  ftrength)  fo  long,  till  the  Fencer  approa¬ 
ching  nearer  with  his  oblique  Flourilhes,  made  as 
’ewere  a  Wheel  afore  his  Nole,  whom  the  Country¬ 
man  ftruck  all  -along,  with  fuch  a  finart  blow  as 
made  the  Hair  of  his  Head  ^ye  off,  and  the  Bloud 
run  about  his  Ears.  So  artificial  a  Combatant  as 
this  being  or’ethrown,  he  was  asked  by  that  plain 
Countrey  Fellow,  whether  or  no  he  would  yet 
once  more  try  the  fortune  of  the  Play,  but  he  would 
no  more  prove  the  Countrey  down-right  biows  of  a 
Non-Citizen,  but  left  both  the  Money  and  Honour  of 
the  ViAory  to  the  Country  man,  who  being  asked  how 
he  durft  adventure  upon  lo  artificial  and  experienced  a 
Fencer,and  could  fo  o’retome  him, he  replied,  that  he 
perceived  the  Fencer  ufed  may  oblique Skippings,but 
was  no  llrong  Man :  and  therefore  I  oppofed  my 
ftrength  to  his  artifical  Flourifhes,  and  fo  with  one 
blow  ftruck  him  down.  By  this  Hiftory  it  is  evident, 
that  that  finely  Spun,  and  fophiftical  prating  of  the 
Schools,  makes  nothing  to  the  purpofe  but  a  certain 
experience,  and  an  infallible  knowledge  of  things 
both  is  and  fo  remains  the  foie  Miftrefs. 

For  the  lake  of  thle  that  are  lovers  of  divine  and 
natural  Miracles,  ’tis  expedient  that  ^  I  yet  farther 
manifeft  fomecertainfecrets  of  Salt,  which  are  hither¬ 
to  altogether  unknown,  and  fhall  be  (hewn  unto 
my  Friendsin  my  Laboraory.  Nor  do  I  at  all  doubt, 
but  that  forne  few  will  be  found  who  will  eafily  un- 
derftand  thefo  things,  and  look  on  them  as  things 
credible.  But  I  matter  nor,  whether  they  credit 
me  who  fpeak  the  very  truth  or  not.  It  fufficeth 
me  that  1  can,  not  onely  perform  the  things  I  lay, 
but  likewifo  fhew  them  to  Friends,  whereby  they 
may  be  able  to  reap  Ibme  benefit  and  profit  there¬ 
from. 

Salt  may  be  fo  introverted  by  the  Operation  ofthe 
Fire,  as  that  it  lhall  lofe  its  (harp  properties,  and 
acquire  a  fweetnefs,  and  be  brought  by  the  help  of 
other  Vegetables  and  of  Water,  unto  Fermentation, 
and  fo  yield  a  good  and  fweer  burning  Spirit,  a 
clear,  fweer,  and  llrong  white  Ale,  conlerving  its 
tall  for  many  years ;  various  drinks,  not  unlike  in 
taft  to  the  W'inemade  of  Honey  and  Fruits  of  Trees, 
ftrong  and  clear  Vinegar,  and  white  Tartar,  fully 
as  profitable  for  fuch  Operations,  as  the  common 
and  natural  Tartar  of  Wine  is  wont  to  be  ufod  about, 
and  may  be  with  thole  others  [afore  mentioned] 
prepared  with  fmall  charges. 

The  Air  and  Fire  do  in  a  fhort  time  tranfmute 
Salt,  into  true  natural  Salt-peter,  which  is  no  fmall 
profit. 

The  Fire  dothlikewile  very  eafily  endow  common 
Salt  with  fuch  kind  of  properties,  as  render  it  capa¬ 
ble  of  fatning  and  dunging  barren  Fields,  Vines, 
Fruit  Trees,  Hops,  and  all  other  Garden  Herbs  as 
well  as  Sheeps  or  Bealls  Dung. 

Salt  is  alfo  fo  changed  by  the  Fire  in  few  hours 
time,  as  to  put  on  a  magnetick  nature,  and  attrad 


the  moifture  and  water  out  of  the  Air,and  to  retain  it 
with  irfelfa  long  while, and  therefore  is  not  eafily  dri¬ 
ed  up  by  the  Sun.  Corn, as  Oats,BarIey, Rye, Wheat, 
Peale,  Beans,  and  other  Seeds  being  fteeped  in  fuch 
a  Salt  for  a  Night,  do  by  means  thereof,  grow  up 
the  fpeedier  out  of  the  Earth.  It  is,  very  profitable 
therefore  in  the  Summer  Seafon,  wherein  there’s 
fcarcity  of  Rain,  and  efpecially  in  fandy  Grounds, 
becaufe  it  holds  the  Rain  Water  a-  good  while,  fo 
that  it  is  not  fo  eafily  dried  up  by  the  Sun.  Belides, 
too,  that  Salt  is  of  luch  attrading  virtues  as  that  one 
ounce  thereof,  being  put  in  fomc  little  Glals  to  two 
ounces  of  Water,  hardens  all  this  Water,  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  Salt,  fo  as  that  you  may  carry  the  lame  a- 
bout  you  in  a  Paper ;  whereas  there  were  two  parts 
of  Water  to  one  of  Salt. 

This  Salt  abounds  with  yet  many  other  wonderful! 
virtues,  fome  of  which  I  have  declared  in  my  Trea-: 
tile,  of  the  Nature  of  Salts,  ftiling  it  by  the  name  of 
Sal  Mirabilis,  and  that  not  without  good  caufo.  It 
is  of  the  form  of  Salt  peter,  and  is  void  of  all  Acri¬ 
mony,  it  is  a  little  bitterilh  to  the  taft,  and  is  of  a 
Balfamick  Nature.  For  being  rub’d  on  Beef  or  other 
liich  like  Flelh,  it  keeps  the  fame,  though  expofed 
to  the  open  Air,  from  being  infefted  with  Magots, 
and  'from  being  corrupted :  And  therefore  it  is  an  ef¬ 
ficacious  fubjed,  with  which  as  being  a  moft  efficaci¬ 
ous  Ballom,  dead  Bodies  are  conferved  from  cor¬ 
ruption.  It  converts  all  things  put  into  it,  in  long 
procels  of  time,  into  an  hard  Stone,  and  abounds 
with  many  other  wondrous  virtues,  which  (for  cer¬ 
tain  caufes,)  I  pals  by  in  filence  at  this  time.  Vara' 
celfm  calls  it  Sal  'Enixum,  but  I  Sal  Mirabilis. 

Nor  ought  it  to  feem  at  all  wonderful!,  that  com¬ 
mon  Salt  doth  fo  eafily  obtain  by  the  Operation  of 
the  Fife,  a  better  and  Tweeter  quality.  I  do  in  very 
deed  affirm,  that  not  onely  the  common  Kitchirt 
Salt,  but  even  thole  too,  which  are  of  a  moft  biting 
corrofivity,  as  J qua  Forth,  Aqua  Regia,  Oil  of  Salt, 
of  Sulphur,  and  of  Vitriol,  may  by  a  certain  fweet 
Vegetable,  (without  the  addition  of  any  contrary 
Salt)  be  brought  to  fuch  a  pafs  in  three  hours  time, 
as  that  a  Man  cannot  perceive  the  leaft  Corrofion  at 
all  in  them.  Nay  more,  if  this  very  Salt  hath  dif- 
folved  up  any  Metals,  it  does  not  part  with  them, 
but  holds  them  ftill :  To  that  the  corrofive  Solution  of 
Gold  which  is  made  with  Oil  of  Salt,  becomes  a 
fweet  liquor,  which  likewife  comes  fo  to  pals,  with 
the  Solutions  of  Silver,  and  of  the  other  Metals:  lb 
that  by  this  way  excellent  Medicaments  may  moft 
eafily  be  made  out  of  Metals. 

New  Wines  being  fermented  with  fuch  a  Salt,  do 
change  their  Tartar  into  fweet  Wine,  and  become 
clear  in  a  months  time,  and  fuddenly  have  both  the 
taft  and  odour  as  old  Wines  ufually  have.  Certainly 
it  is  a  lecret  of  very  great  concernment,  when  by 
reafon  of  the  coldnefs  of  the  Air,  the  Wines  cannot 
attain  unto  their  due  maturity.  N.  B.  There  ap¬ 
pertains  to  this  fermentation,  a  fingular  and  excel¬ 
lent  Artifice,  by  which  the  Wines  and  other  drinks 
are  promoted  to  a  fpeedy  and  ftrong  fermentation, 
infomuch  that  the  Wine  boils  in  the  Velfel,  though 
the  Veffel  Ihould  be  let  out  to  the  Snow  and  Ice  in 
the  coldeft'  time  of  Winter :  whereby  the  Wines 
muft  needs  be  made  better,  ftronger,  and  Tweeter. 
It  is  a  very  artificial  invention,  hitherto  concealed 
by  me,  but  now  I  am  minded  to  reveal  the  fame  un¬ 
to  my  Friends. 

By 
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By  the  fame  Salt  too,  Wine,  Ale,  Metheglin, 
and  other  drinks  may  be  in  fhorc  time  turned  into 
good  and  fharp  Vinegar  without  the  help  of  the  Sun, 
or  of  a  warm  Stove. 

If  therefore  any  one  needs  for  his  Operations  any 
diftilled  Vinegar,  he  may  even  diftill  it  in  wooden 
VefTels,  without  any  fparkle  of  Fire,  onely  in  the 
Air,  by  the  proper  efficacy  of  the  liquors  themfelves, 
and  by  the  help  of  the  Air  :  and  this  in  fuch  wife, 
as  that  a  whole  Barrel  of  diftilled  Vinegar  will  non 
coft  fb  much  as  one  Token,  the  Barrels  or  VefTels 
excepted,  which  verily  is  a  moft  Artificial  Diftil- 
lation. 

Thus  likewife  by  the  fame  means  may  a  fweet 
burning  Spirit  be  diftilled  out  of  Ale,  Wine, and  other 
the  like  Liquors. 

Any  common  Wine  may  be  rendred  fo  ftrong  by 
the  help  of  a  certain  fweet  Salt  and  artificial  fermen¬ 
tation,  as  that  it  cannot  be  drunk  becaufe  of  its 
ftrength.  Some  Pots  full  onely  thereof,  being  pou¬ 
red  into  a  Barrel  full  of  fmall  Wine,  will  make  the 
fame  fb  ftrong,  as  to  equalize  it  with  generous 
Wine.  He  that  is  fo  minded  may  add  fome  fweet 
Spices  in  the  fermentation,  and  fb  make  it  the  more 
fweet,  more  efficacious,  and  more  wholfbme,  and  fb 
a  little  quantity  thereof  being  poured  into  another 
Barrel  will  make  all  the  Wine  therein  contained 
become  fweet  and  good. 

Out  of  common  Salt  may  eafily  be  made  good  Al¬ 
ium  and  Vitriol,  no  lefs  ufefull  for  the  Dyers  than 

nstursl  HFC 

It  is  likewife  a  thing  eafily  feafible,  and  that  too 
in  few  hours  fpace,  to  turn  the  fame  into  a  fiery 
nature,  and  make  it  have  the  fame  property  as  the 
Salt  made  of  Wood  Afhes,  and  of  the  burnt  Lees  of 
Wine  and  fuch  like,  and  as  Pot  Afhes  have,  and 
may  ferve  for  the  Soap  Boilers  and  be  applied  to  the 
fame  ufes  that  thofe  Salts  are  ufed  for.  • 

Moreover,  ftore  of  fweet  Spirit  of  Salt  may  be 
gotten  with  fmall  charges  out  of  common  Salt,  fer- 
ving  not  onely  for  the  preparation  of  many  excel¬ 
lent  Medicaments,  but  alfb  for  the  maturation  of 
the  meaner  and  unripe  Metals,  as  we  ^id  afore. 

Thefeand  the  like  wonderfull  things,  yea  and 
very  many  fuch  efFeri:s  incredible  to  the  unskillull 
doth  that  contemptible  and  common  Salt  produce, 
tp  the  exceeding  benefit  and  profit  of  mankind  : 
which  excellent  things  I  neither  would  nor  could 
(for  the  honour  of  God,  the  giver  of  all  good  things, 
and  for  the  fake  and  profit  of  mankind)  any  longer 
conceal.  But  fome  or  other  may  objeri:  and  fay,  if 
by  the  help  of  common  Salt,  fuch  great  things  may 
be  effected,  v/hy  do  not  you  prefer  the  fame  before 
Salt- peter,  which  you  have  fb  exceedingly  praifed 
in  the  third  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Gtrmany,  and 
have  conftituted  it  the  Monarch  as  it  were  of  the 
whole  World  :  whereas  notwithftanding  it  is  fo  ve¬ 
nomous  a  Dragon  as  is  wont  to  devour  all  things. 
Can’t  thefe  two  Salts  I  pray,  namely  the  common 
and  Salt- peter,  dividethe  Government  of  the  World 
between  them,  and  bear  fway  and  command  both 
together. 

To  fuch  I  anfwer,  that  although  that  common 
Salt  be  the  producer  of  many  wonderfull  effefts,  yet 
muft  it  needs  give  place  unto  Salt-peter,  which  be¬ 
ing  inflamed  and  on  Fire  is  wont  to  overturn  huge 
Mountains,  and  blow  them  up  into  the  Air,  which 
thing  feeing  common  Salt  cannot  do,  ’tis  but  fitting 
and  right  that  it  fhould  be  dignified  with  fo  great 
a  Title.  However,  being  by  the  Operation  of  the 


Fire  and  Air  made  equal  unto  Salt-peter,  and  per¬ 
forming  the  fame  cfteCls,  it  may  then  worthily  be 
graced  as  Salt-peter  is  with  the  Title  of  Monarcy,  j 

The  effeds  which  I  have  attributed  to  common 
Salt  and  Salt-peter,  I  can  every  hour  fhew,  in  very 
deed,  to  be  moft  true.  Ill  therefore  do  they  do,  j 
that  bark  againft  me  for  faying  that  Salt-peter  is  a  - 
univerfal  Diffolvenr,  and  that  endeavour  by  their 
ratling  reproaches  to  obftrud  the  truth. 

Why  do  they  not  produce  fome  better  thing,  1^-  1 

ing  they  will  not  admit  of  this  univerfal  Diflblvent  i  \ 
fuch  Men  as  thefe  do  nothing  elfe  but  bewray  their  j 
own  foolifhnefs,  and  kick  againft  the  Pricks.  | 

Had  they  ever  done  ought,  or  fet  their  hands  to 
work,  for  the  fake  of  fearching  throughly  into  na-  i 

ture,  they  would  never  fo  b»ldly  contemn,  and  re-  j 

jed  that,  which  they  never  as  yet  underftood.  They 
behave  themfelves  very  bafely,  and  clearly  difeover  i 
unto  all  Men’s  view,  that  they  have  fuckt  in  their  I 
uncertain  and  foolifh  Opinions,  by  the  bare  reading 
and  hearing  of  uncertain  and  dubious  Writers,  whole 
meaning  notwithftanding  they  underftand  not ;  for  | 
my  part  I  remain  conftantin  my  Opinion,  and  fay,  1 
that  Salt-peter  is  an  univerfal  Diflblvent,  and  is  able  j 
to  diflblve  all  the  things  in  the  whole  World,  if  it  be  i 
made  ufe  of  in  three  forms  or  fhapes.  Whatfoever 
the  acid  Spirit  thereof,  or  the  Eagle  with  its  fharp 
Claws  cannot  effed,  its  fixed  Salt,  or  the  fiery  Lyon 
will  accomplifh :  and  whatfoever  is  impoflible  to  be 
done  by  thefe  two,  the  Griffon  which  hath  its  rife 
from  the  Eagle  and  Lyon,  will  artificially  perform. 

JV.  B.  The  acid  Spirit  of  Niter  doth  not  diflblve 
fulphureous  fubjeds,  but  mercurials  onely :  Contra-  ! 

ryvyifo,  the  fix  Niter  doth  not  feize  upon  mercurial  | 

fubjeds,  but  fulphureous  ones ;  but  the  flame  of  Salt-  ! 

peter  performs  both :  which  verily  is  wonderfull,  ■ 

that  things  fo  unlike  fhould  in  fome  few  hours  time  i 

be  extraded  out  of  one  and  the  fame  fubjed.  For  | 

the  corrofive  Spirit  prepared  out  of  Salt-peter  b/  ! 

Diftillation,  and  likewife  the  fi.x  Salt,  are  moft  bitter  i 

enemies  to  each  other,  which  ruinating  and  flaying  | 

one  another,  and  being  dead,  return  agen  unto  that 
which  they  were  afore,  and  partakes  of  both  na¬ 
tures  ;  which  the  Ancient  Philofopers  do  clearly  , 

point  out  unto  us  by  the  Griflbn,  which  is  headed  ! 

and  winged  like  an  Eagle,  and  the  hinder  part  of  its 
Body  like  a  Lyon,  as  we  have  mentioned  more  at 
large  in  the  foregoing  third  part  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany.  \ 

Upon  him  that  rightly  under  ftands  this  ancient  Fa¬ 
ble  of  the  Griffon,  Lion,  •'and  fcagle,  doth  the  Sun 
fhine,  for  he  will  get  ho  fmall  profit’to  himfelf  thence-  | 
from.  Whatfoever  the  Corrofive  Eagle  diffolves  and 
tears  a  pieccs,  that  the  fix  and  fiery  Lion  precipitates. 
And  whatfoever  the  Lion  devours,  that  the  Eagle 
doth  agen  fhatch  from  him  :  but  they  kill  each  the 
other,  of  whole  dead  bodies  the  Griffon  exifts,  which  ' 
hath  the  body  of  the  Eagle  and  Lion.  By  how  much  j 

the  oftner  this  labour  is  repeated,  fo  much  the  more  i 

potent  and  ftronger  doth  the  Griffon  come  to  be,  i 

[efpecially]  if  both  the  Eagle  and  the  Lion  have  filled 
themfelves  with  food  and  are  grown  fat ;  or  by  how  i 
much  the  bigger  the  Eagle  and  the  Lion  are  grown,  I 

by  filch  Subjects  as  are  agreeable  unto  them,  afore  ' 

their  mutual  fighting  ;  the  Griffon  doth  alfo  become  i 
of  magnitude  proportionable.  j 

Once  every  day  therefore  may  fuch  a  conflift:,  I 
flaughter,  revivification,  and  tranlinutation  of  thefe 
two  fighting  and  capital  Enemies,  uvz^.  the  Eagle  and 

'  Lion, 
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Lion  into  the  Griffon  be  made.  But  if  you  would 
have  it  profitable,  then  muff  Vulcan  fharpen  Saturn  s 
Sythe,by  which  he  may  divide  the  Griffon  [in  twain,] 
and  may  turn  whatever  proceeded  from  the  Eagle, 
into  the  Eagle  again  ;  and  may  tranfinute  that  which 
arofe  from  the  Lion  into  the  Lion  agen.  When  the 
dominion  of  the  Griffon  is  divided,  and  that  the  Ea¬ 
gle  bears  fway  onely  over  his  birds,  and  the  Lion 
onely  over  his  beafts,  like  two  Kings,  then  all  is  well, 
and  there’s  no  war.  But  if  once  the  Eagle  endea¬ 
vours  to  fnatch  away  from  the  Lion  his  prey,  then 
arifeth  a  great  war,  and  of  fo  long  a  continuance,  till 
they  have  flain  each  the  other,  of  whole  bodies  the 
Gods  doe  make  the  Griffon.  But  when  the  Griffon 
becomes  too  difdainfull,  and  affedeth  Tyranny,  and 
defigns  to  bear  rule  over  birds  and  beafts  together, 
he  is  agen  divided  by  Vulcan^  by  the  perlwafion  of 
old  Saturn^  that  16  he,,  may  return  by  a  reiterated 
tranfmutation  into  the  Eagle  and  Lion :  which  wheel 
[or  rotation]  of  reciprocal  tranfmutation  doth  never 
reft,  but  converts  it  felf  [or  turns  it  lelf  round]  in 
!  a  perpetual  courle  for  Man’s  puni'lhment ,  as  long  as 
:  it  lhall  pleale  the  moft  high  God,  who,  at  laft,  will 
’  put  an  end  to  all  fightings,  llaughter,  and  contention, 
that  afflicft  this  world  :  at  which  time  all  the  Eagles 
and  Lions  which  ever  w'ere  in  the  world,  fliall  be 
turned  into  the  Great  Griffon ,  which  will  rend  and 
overthrow  the  whole  Earth. 

This  time  all  pious  Souls  doe  expedt  and  wait  for 
!  with  ardent  defire,  and  many  fighs,  that  they  may 
be  at  laft  freed  from  the  talons  of  the  Eagles,  which 
rend  all  things  a  pieces ,  and  from  the  claws  of  the 
■  roaring  Lions,  and  enjoy  everlafting  peace  and  quie¬ 
tude. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  to  have  been  Ipoken  of 
!  Salt-peter  at  this  time,  which,  how  it  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  very  plentifully,  and  with  great  profit,  out 
of  the  Salts  of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  I 
have  already  declared  in  the  foregoing  third  Part  of 
I  the  Profperity  of  Germany.  He  now  that  dreams  of  fo 
managing  his  affairs  as  to  reap  benefit  and  profit  to 
,  liimfelf  thencefrom,  may  inquire  into  the  bulineft  by 
a  more  accurate  meditation  and  learch.  Yet  let  him 
.  know.  That  Salt-peter  may  be  very  eafily  made  of 
1  many  vile  Subjedls,  which  may  be  every-where  had  : 
i  of  which  Salt,  if  you  have  plenty,  you  cannot  want 
other  things.  For  not  onely  moft  excellent  Medica¬ 
ments  againft  all  kinds  of  Difeafes  may  be  made  with 
Salt-peter,  as  likewile  the  growing  faculty  of  Fruits 
fpringing  out  of  the  Earth,  be  promoted,  as  of  Corn, 
Wine,  and  fuch  like  things  neceffary  for  the  fuftain- 
ing  of  the  life  of  Man ;  but  alfo  pure  good  Gold  may 
very  eafily,  but  with  great  profit,  be  gotten  out  of 
the  imperfed:  Metals. 

Seeing  then,  that  by  means  thereof,  a  man  may 
be  fupplied  with  firm  health,  food,  and  rayment,  and 
with  Gold  and  Silver ,  what  other  thing  is  there,  I 
pray,  that  he  can  want  ?  That  which  I  have  fo  of¬ 
ten  faid,  I  doe  here  repeat  and  affirm.  That  there  is 
not  in  the  whole  World  any  fubjed  that  can  com¬ 
pare  with  Salt  peter,  much  left  be  preferred  before 
it. 

Such  a  noble,  yea  fo  kingly  a  Subjed  therefore  as 
this  is,  well  deferves  to  be  moft  highly  honoured  by 
us,  and  to  be  fearcht  into  by  the  utmoft  of  our  en¬ 
deavours,  becaufe  of  the  fo  great  benefits  it  beftows 
upon  Mankind.  We  will  therefore  proclaim  and 
pronounce  Salt-peter  to  be  the  Monarch  of  the  whole 
World,  though  all  its  and  my  enemies,  who  endea¬ 
vour  to  befpatter  our  honour  and  repute  with  the 


brands  of  infamy,  doe  even  burft  for  malice. 

O  moft  fooliffi  men ,  with  how  vain  a  hope  doe 
ye  exped  the  Lion  and  Monarch  from  the  North,  as 
the  Jews  doQ  their  Meftiah,  who  came  above  1600 
years  ago.  The  Lion  of  the  North,  and  the  Mo- 
narch  of  the  World  is  even  at  this  time  prefent,  and 
hath  always  been,  but  yet  hath  been  known  but  by 
a  few ;  the  full  and  perfed  revelation  of  which,  God 
alone  knows.  I  doe  verily  think  the  time  is  now 
at  hand  ;  Thefe  things  which  are  known  unto  us 
concerning  him,  are  all  of  them  but  particulars,  and 
very  few  too.  But  if  the  feid  Northern  Lion  (hall 
find  out  and  dig  forth  the  treafurcs  which  lye  hidden 
in  the  Mountains,  then  will  he  at  laft  exhibit  his 
power  to  be  feen ,  and  (hew  himfelf  to  be  the  Mo¬ 
narch  of  the  whole  World.  q 

Salt-peter  is  that  great  and  fire-fpitting  Dragon ,  f~  • 
the  keeper  of  the  Golden  Apples,  and  that  venomous 
Bafilisk  which  kills  all  things  with  his  looks.  If  he 
36  but  fixt  and  made  conftant  in  the  fire,  then  is  he 
that  Salamander  living  in  the  fire,  and  that  Phoenix 
the  bird  of  the  Sun  ,  which  having  gathered  pure 
Gold  out  of  the  Sand,  ufeth  it  to  the  making  of  her 
neft,  and  arriving  to  its  utmoft  old  age,  burns  her 
felf ;  out  of  whofe  Afhes  other  Phoenix’s  are  produ¬ 
ced. 

He  that  defires  to  know  more  of  the  Griffon, 
Phoenix,  Dragon,  Bafilisk,  and  Salamander,  all  which 
doe  exceedingly  thirft  after  Gold,  and  dig  it  out  of 
the  Earth  and  keep  it,  may  read  Vliny^  and  other  the 
ancient  Writers  of  natural  things  ;  as  alfo  Ambrofius 
Cakpine’s  Didionary  of  eight  Languages,  and  of  the 
laft  Edition. 


THefe  (  O  friendly  Reader  )  are  the  things  which 
I  was  willing  to  publifli  at  this  time  for  the 
Countries  good  ;  Had  I  had  more  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunity,  1  would  have  added  more  profitable  fecrets, 
and  fuch  too  as  are  of  no  (mall  moment.  If  I  find 
that  thefe  here  written  are  acceptable,  I  will  in  a 
fobjoyned  Appendix  make  a  clearer  interpretation 
of  liich  obfeure  places  as  may  be  herein  met  with. 

N.  B.  I  would  have  the  friendly  Reader  here 
know,  that  although  I  have  written  thefe  Four  Parts 
of  the  Frofperiiy  of  Germany  clear  enough,  above  my 
other  [Writings],  [or  more  clear  than  the  others]  yet 
notwithftanding  I  have  referved  for  my  felf  and  my 
friends  foraewhat  amongft  all  the  Procelfes ,  and 
ways  of  operation,  fo  that  I  know  how  to  effed  the 
preparations  of  Salt-peter,  and  to  makeufe  of  its  va¬ 
rious  properties,  in  extrading  Gold  and  Silver  out 
of  the  Oars,  and  in  the  melioration  of  the  imperfed 
Metals,  and  tranfmuting  them  into  Gold  and  Silver 
much  eafier,  and  far  more  compendioufly,  and  with 
much  left  cofts. 

The  things  which  I  have  written,  I  have-  written 
for  every  one.  Friends  and  Foes  together ;  The  o- 
ther,  and  thofe  better  Secrets,  I  have  referved  to 
my  felf  and  ray  friends.  This  fliall  now  (God  wil¬ 
ling]  be  my  chiefeft  care,  that  my  Laboratory,  in 
which  the  truth  of  the  whole  bufineft  fhall  be  fhown 
unto  my  friends,  may  be  fitted  up  and  made  ready. 
In  the  meap  time,  the  Princes  and  Noble  men,  whofe 
territories  fuch  metallick  treafures  are  in,  and  cannot 
be  extraded  by  the  help  of  common  fulion,  may  con- 
fider,  whether  or  no  it  will  be  agreeable  to  their 
minds  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  my  Artificial,  and  not 
vulgar  Operatioms  in  extrading  the  Gold  and  Silver 
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by  Salt  and  Salt-peter  out  of  fuch-like  auriferous  fub- 
has  If  it  {hall  feem  unto  them  a  thing  worth  while, 
to  inifitute  fuch  operations  for  the  profit  of  their 
Countries,  they  may  fend  unto  me  a  fit  perfon,  and 
one  that  knows  how  to  deal  in  the  fire,  and  one  that 
is  of  a  filent  difpofition,  and  of  good  education,  who 
may  learn  the  very  work  it  felf  in  my  Laboratory. 

But  they  that  are  Lords  of  fuch  places  as  doe  not 
contain  in  them  thofe  auriferous  Minera  s  or  Oars, 
and  can  neverthelefs  get  ftore  of  them  frorn  the  bor¬ 
dering  Countries,  and  are  defirousof  amending  them, 
and  ufing  them  for  their  profit,  we  deny  not  to  fhew 
and  difdofe  the  Art  unto  them  too,  (  the  perfons 
always  confidered, )  namely  that  artificial  and  moift 
Extraction  of  the  volatile  and  fix  Gold,  not  onely 
out  of  Minerals,  Stones,  Sand,  and  Clay,  but  like- 
wife  out  of  the  already-molten  Metals  themfelves, 
as  Lead,  Tin,  Iron,  and  Copper ;  in  which  Metals, 
there  is  often  times  hidden  much  Gold  and  Silver, 


which  admits  not  of  being  extracted  by  the  common 
melting  Fire  ;  but  is  eafily  drawn  thereout  of,  by  the 
maturation  and  feparation  that  is  caufed  by  Salt  and 
Salt-peter,  and  fo  brought  to  common  ulc. 

All  thefe  things  we  will  not  be  loth  to  make 
friends  partakers  of,  as  likewife  of  other  rare  and 
artificial  inventions,  and  fuch  as  are  profitable  to 
all  kinds  of  men ,  none  excepted  ;  which  are  fuch 
things  as  will  bring  much  profit  to  my  Country,  and 
(hall  be  (hewn  in  my  Laboratory,  publickly,  and  pri¬ 
vately  unto  {fiends :  but  with  this  provifo,  namely, 
if  the  faid  friends  will  faithfully  promife  unto  me, 
that  they  will  with  a  faithfuil  filence  conceal  thofe 
fecrets  which  they  fhall  lee  and  learn  from  me,  and 
improve  the  fame ,  onely  to  the  honour  of  God,  to 
the  comfort  of  the  fick,  to  the  help  and  fuccour  of 
poor  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  to  the  defence  of 
the  Truth  ;  and  not  ufe  thepi  to  Diabolical  difdain, 
and  deteftable  pride,  and  other  fooleries  and  vanities. 


The  End  of  the  E our th  Part  of  the  Profperitj  of  Germany. 
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FIFTH  PART 


Profperity  of  GERMANY.  I 

Clearly  and  Solidly  demonftrating,  and  as  it  were  Ihew- 

ing  with  the  Fingers,  what  Alchynay  is,  and  what  benefit  may  by  the 
help  thereof,  be  gotten  every  where,  and  in  mod  places  of  Germany, 
Written  and  Publiflied  to  the  Honour  of  God  the  giver  of  all  good 
things,  primarily  5  and  to  the  Honour  of  all  the  great  ones  of  the  Coun- 
■  try  3  and  for  the  Health,  Profit,  and  Affiftance  againft  Forreign  Invafi- 
ons,  of  all  their  Inhabitants  that  are  by  due  right  and  obedience  fubjed 
unto  them. 


LI  KE  as  the  weighty  command  of  God  in  joy  ns 
all  Children  to  love  their  Parents,  and  to  fub- 
mit  themfelves  unto  them,  with  a  due  obedi¬ 
ence  in  all  lawfull  and  equitable  things,  and  to  yield 
them  due  fidelity  :  Even  fo  likewife  doth  he  require 
from  every  fubjeCt  a  due  obedience  to  their  particu¬ 
lar  Magillrates,  that  they  moft  willingly  obey  them 
(with  a  faithfuil  obfervance,  as  being  the  Fathers 
of  the  Countrey,  and  to  whom  they  are  tied  by  all 
right  of  Fidelity)  in  all  fuch  things  as  pafs  not  be 


yond  the  boundaries  of  equity,  and  withall  it  be¬ 
hoves  each  fuch  fubjeCt  to  communicate  any  thing 
whatfoever  that  is  requifite  for  their  fafety  and  de¬ 
fence,  and  for  the  repelling  and  beating  off  the  Ene¬ 
mies. 

The  confideration  of  this  dutifull  fervice,  which 
binds  every  Subjeift  to  his  Magi{frate,  Birred  me  up 
(feeing  that  greivous  and  fudden  Fire  which  almoft 
deftroyed  all  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  and  therefore 
fearing,  left  by  dilating  it  felf  it  fhould  alfo  detri- 
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mentour  Countrey)  to  cake  care  in  publi(hing,fome 
four  years  ago,  a  lirtlc  Book  intituled  the  firft  Part 
ot  the  Profperity  of  Gtrmany.  I  therein  taught,  by 
I  what  means  the  vaft  plenty  of  Corn  and  Wine  might 
I  be  (b  concentrated  as  to  be  eafily  preferred  and  kept, 
and  fb  be  made  ferviceable  for  the  common  good, and 
of  exceeding  prolit,  in  future  calamitous  times. 

1  likewife  Ihewed  the  way  and  manner  of  fome 
other  Arts,  and  fiach  as  are  moft  ufefull  for  the  com¬ 
mon  good  of  the  Countrey,  ’mongfi:  which,  that 
difcovery  of  making  Salc-peter  out  ot  old  and  rotten 
•Wood,  (from  which  may  a  vaft  quantity  thereof  be 
had)  is  none  of  the  meaneft. 

i  have  allb  bethought  my  fclf  of  another  way  of 
pleafiiring  my  Countrey  with  no  fiiiall  benefit  afore  I 
j  die,  and  thus  1  intend  it. 

i  Firft:  of  all,  1  would  have  the  whole  World  know 
[  by  this  fmall  Work  o|tTreatife,  that  I  have  a  mind 
to  demonftrate  the  moft  profitable  and  principal  fe- 
crets  which  I  have  treated  of  (partly  openly  or 
plainly,  and  partly  obfcurely  or  more  darkly)  in 
thole  tour  parts  ot  the  Profpericy  of  Germany^  and 
•that  both  to  the  high  and  low  in  my  publick  and 
private  Laboratory,  afore  this  year  is  run  about 
To  this  end,  I  have  already  the  chiefeft  and  moft 
neccllary  Utenfils  at  band,  and  when  all  the  necef 
fary  provilion  is  gotten  together  and  made  ready, 
thofc  taid  Arcamms  which  will  be  fo  exceedingly 
profitable  to  the  Countrey,  ftiall  be  vifibly  demon- 
ftrated  to  tuch  as  the  chiefeft  Magiftrates  (hall  make 
choife  of,  and  to  other  honeft  Citizens  and  Men  of 
the  Countrey.  And  amongft  thefe  Arcajias  which 
are  of  fuch  great  benefit,  the  three  .following  ones 
are  the  moft  principal. 

> 

The  firft  is,  the  making  of  good  Salt-peter  out  of 
contemptible,  and  every  where  obvious  fubjefts. 

The  fecond  is,  how  by  the  help  of  this  Salc-peter, 
eafily  and  copioufly^to  extraft;  the*  fugitive,  and  the 

ffixt  Gold  and  Silver*  and  Copper  out  of  the  Mtneras 
or  Oars,  with  a  great  deal  of  profit  and  mighty  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  that  without  any  melting  or  fufion  by 
Fire. 

t  The  third  is  this,  the  truth  and  certainty  of  Al- 
chymy  fliall  be  ftiown,  and  it  (hall  be  proved,  that 
it  is  not  any  vain  dream,  deceirfull  Phantafie  or  Fal¬ 
lacy, as  the  greateft  part  and  number  of  its  haters  and 
Ignoramus  have  hitherto  flanderoufly  reported;  but 
,  that  it  is  a  moft  true  Artifice,  and  of  wohdrous  con- 
fequence,  by  the  help  of  which,  (it  making  ufe  of 
.  Fire  and  Salt, )  all  contemptible  Minerals  and  Me¬ 
tals,  and  which  are  of  no  great  gain,  as  Lead,  I- 
ron,  Tm,BifmHt^,CoboU,  'Zink,  Lap  Calaminaris,  Mar- 
chafites,  all  other  fugacious  Minerals  may  be  lb  fixed 
'  and  ripened,  as  that  much  and  true  and  conftant 
Gold  and  Silver  may  beextraded  out  of  them  with 
fmall  cofts,  but  abundance  of  profit. 

Thefe  three  fecrets  venly  are  in  my  judgment  of 
great  moment  and  therefore  are  worthy  lor  the 
great  ones,  and  Princes,  and  other  Fathers  of  the 
commb/i  Weal  to  be  made  partakers  thereof  by  re¬ 
vealing  the  fame  unco  them. 

1  have  deemed  it  worth  while,  in  a  few  words  to 
illuftrate  the  incredible  utility  thencelrom  arifing, 
that  any  one  that  hath  but  any  reafbn  may  perceive 
it. 

And  firft,  as  concerning  Salc-peter,  the  whole 
World  knows  what  profitable  and  needtull  a  lubjed 
it  is  There  can  never  be  lb  great  a  quantity  there 
of  prepared,  but  it  may  not  onely  be  applied  to  ne- 


ceffary  ufes  but  allb  to  fuch  as  bring  a  great  deal  of 
profit.  I  forbear  to  Ipeak  of  its  moft  great  ule  and 
exceeding  profit  in  making  Gun-powder,  which  no 
Kingdoms,  no  Common-wealths  can  want  to  defend 
their  Countrey  withall,  and  drive  off  their  Ene¬ 
mies. 

And  if  there  were  no  need  of  it  for  this  thing,  yet 
would  it  be  of  mighty  moment,  and  bring  in  abun¬ 
dance  of  profit  by  extrading  Gold  and  Silver  out- 
of  the  poorer  Oars  which  will  not  bear  the  charges 
of  melting,  and  now  there  will  never  be  lb  much 
Gold  and  Silver,  as  that  it  will  not  be  of  any  profit 
to  a  Countrey. 

Nay  more,  if  there  were  no  want  of  Gun  povyder^- 
nor  of  Gold  nor  Silver,  (which  time  when  ’twill 
come,  and  how  it  ftiould  come,  for  my  part  I  can¬ 
not  fee)  yet  (having  Peter)  we  cannot  be  in  want 
of  Bread ;  and  how  great  fbever  the  plenty  is  of 
Wine,  and  Corn,  and  Fruits,  yet  there  is  never 
wont  to  be  too  much.  Corn  and  Seeds  being  ma¬ 
cerated  with  Salt  peter  afore  they  are  Ibwn,  and  the 
Roots  of  Vines  and  Trees  being  moiftned  with  a 
very  little  of  its  liquor,  do  not  onely  grow  more 
plenreoufly,  but  allb  produce  more  plenty  of  Fruits, 
and  fuch  as  ripen  far  fboner,  and  are  of  a  fweeter 
Taft,,. than. if  they  were  dung’d  with  that  ftinking 
Beafts  Dung  liquor.  If  then,  Salt-peter  be  a  fubjed 
fo  excellent,  as  that  we  can  by  no-means  want  it, 
and  that  it  may  fo  eafily  be  prepared  out  of  Wood 
and  Stones  in  plenty  ;  if  above  all  pther  things  it 
makes  the  Earth  fruicfull,  if  it  can  extrad  plenty  of 
true  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  contemptible  Sand 
and  Flints,  what  can  we  defire  more  from  it,  unlels 
it  be  a  found  and  healthfull  Body,  whereby  we  may 
in  fulnels  of  health  quietly  and  peaceably  enjoy  liich 
great  benefits  vouchlafed  us  by  God  But  now  this 
very  fame  Salt  being  juftly  called  the  wonder  of  the 
World  can  beftow  upon  us,  this  very  health  we 
fpeak  of.  ^ 

I  do  affirm  that  Alchymy  itfolf,  or  the  Trasfmu- 
tation  of  the  lefTcr,  or  meaner  Metals  into  the  grea¬ 
ter  or  more  noble,  and  into  Gold  and  Silver,  is  not  a 
vain  dreaming-  dotage,  and  an  opinion  void  of  reafbn, 
but  is  the  very  truth  it  felf,  and  confirmed  by  many 
experiments  ;  the  demonftration  of  which,  I  do, 
God  willing,  this  Summer  not  rafhly  but  advifedly 
fet  about  fhewing  it  by  publick  and  evident  experi¬ 
ments,  and  its  ufe  for  the  good  of  the  Country. 

Now  then,  forafmuch  as  the  Countrey  is  every 
where  fufficiently  ftored  with  Iron,  Lead,  Salt  and 
other  mineral  matters,  and  fuch  like  contemptible 
fubjefts,  and  yetnotwithftanding  there  isnotatpre- 
fent  any  profit  arifing  thereby  ;  verily  it  cannot  be, 
but  that  in  a  few  years  time  (if  fuch  melting  Houfes 
were  in  all  places  made)  Men  would  be  rend  red 
Mafters  of  great  Treafures.  Who  knows  what  God 
will  do,  and  whether  or  no  it  may  not  fo  cpme  to 
pals,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  the  great  ones  of  [ourj 
Countrey  as  is  mentioned  in  Holy  Writ  concerning 
Solomon.  And  he  made  Silver  as  plentifull  as  the 
Stones  that  lie  in  the  Streets,  &c. 

But  that  I  may  yet  more  open  the  Eyes  of  the  Stu¬ 
dious  after  all,  and  fhow  theni,  by  what  means  all 
thefe  things  may  come  to  pals,  and  fall  out  true,  I 
do  hereby  afTure  him,  that  there’s  no  need  of  raking 
'  thofe  Metals  for  this  Fufion,  that  are  already  pure 
enough  as  Iron,  Lead,  Tin,  and  already  fit  to  be 
irnployed  about  Mans  ufe  ;  no,  thofe  commbn  and 
lulphureous  leaden  Miner  o' i  or  Oars  which  are  found 
'  to  be  uncapable  of  yielding  profitable  and  venal  of 
N  n  n  n  n  tellable 


410 


The  Fifth  Fart  of 


Part  I. 


lellable  Lead,  are  well  enough  for  this  Fufion  and 
operation  we  fpeak  of ;  and  fb  likewife  thole  Irony 
and  Coppery  Oars,  out  of  which  (feeing  they  admit 
not  by  nature  of  any  fufion  or  melting)  mailable  fu- 
file  Copper  or  Iron  cannot  be  extradted.  For  this 
Operation  of  ours  needs  not  Copper,  Iron  or  Lead 
to  work  upon,  as  being  content  with  thofe  poor  fort 
of  Oars,  and  with  the  bare  Salt  which  the  Earth  is 
every  where  well  replenifhed  withall,  fo  that  there’s 
no  caule  to  fear  that  there  will  ever  be  a  want  of 
any  matter  for  fuch  an  Operation. 

But  what  need  1  fpeak  much  of  thele  unknown, 
and  lb  very  profoundly  hidden  fecrets  of  nature, 
feeing  I  have  openly  enough  taught  already,  in  the 
lecond  part  of  the  Miraculum  Mundi^  by  what  means, 
pure  and  natural  Gold  may  be  gotten  out  of  every 
Herb.  This  very  thing  I  publickly  demonftrated  in 
my  Laboratory  above  a  year  ago,  in  theprelence  of 
moft  learned  Men,  Profeflbrs,  Dodlours  of  Phyfick, 
and  other  Men  both  noble  and  ignoble,  as  their 
Tellimonies,  which  are  [under]  hand  affirm. 

But  there’s  no  need  of  that,  forafmuch^  as  the 
manner  it  felf  of  the  Operation  is  publifhed  in 
Print,  and  manifefted  to  every  one,  and  there  can 
hardly  pals  over  one  years  fpace,  but  that  even  a 
thouland  Men  or  more  may  imitate  the  Operation 
and  learch  into  the  truth,  it  felf  of  the  bufinefs. 

But  that  the  well  minded  .Reader  may  have  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  light,  and  may  himlelf  fee  what  foundations 
the  work  1  have  undertaken  is  built  upon,  I  have 
judged  it  altogether  necefliary  in  a  few  words  to  fet 
afore  your  Eyes,  what  Alchymy  it  felf  is,  and  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  it  has  any  foundation  in  Nature  and  Art. 
For  if  fo  be  any  ingenious  Man  gives  an  Herb,  an 
Animal,  or  a  Man  any  name,  certainly  he  does  it 
not  ralbly  and  without  any  ground,  but  well  knows 
and  undcrftands  for  what  caule  he  intitles  any  thing 
by  fuch  or  liich  a  name,  and  it  is  chiefly  done  on  this 
account  that  by  fuch  alTuraed  names  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Herb,  Animal,  or  Man,  and  its  properties 
might  be  known.  A  few  Examples  will  illuftrate  it 
the  more. 

What  realbn  have  the  Phylicians  and  Philofophers 
of  old  to  call  ihe  Herb  St.  Johnfwort,  perforata  ? 
Becaufe  its  leaves  are  full  of  Imall  holes,  and  it  is  lb 
figned  by  nature,  to  Ihew,  that  it  has  eminent  vir¬ 
tues  [and  peculiarly  appointed]  to  take  away  and 
cure  external  and  internal  ftabs  and  wounds  of  the 
Body,  and  this  is  Confirmed  by  experience.  _Why 
are  Ibme  Herbs  called  Saxifragers  ?  becaule  their  na¬ 
ture  is,  to  cleave  alTunder  and  break  through  great 
heaps  of  Stones  in  their  growing  up,  and  to  pene¬ 
trate  through  old  Walls,  by  the  growth  of  their  hard 
roots.  Their  Seeds  likewife  are  like  unto  thefmallefl: 
Sand  and  after  a  fort  ftonyifh  and  do  break  the  ftony 
matter  in  the  Reins  and  Bladder  of  Man’s  Body  and 
bring  it  forth.  So  a  Serpent  hath  its  denomination 
from  creeping,  becaufe  it  wants  Feet,  and  creeps 
and  crawls  along  on  the  Earth. 

A  Shoemaker  hath  his  title  from  his  making  and 
fe  wing  of  Shoes.  A  Black-fmith  is  not  wont  to  be 
called  a  Gold-fmith,  becaufe  he  works  not  on  Gold 
but  on  Iron,  and  he  hath  his  denomination  from  I- 
ron,  which  he  is 'occupied  about. 

The  fame  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  word  Alchy¬ 
my,  which  denOteth  no  other  thing  fave  a  Fufion 
and  liquefadion  of  Salt,  and  fo  it  reacheth  us,  what 
caufe  it  was  for,  that  the  Ancients  called  the  Tranf- 
mutation  of  Metals  Alchymy  ;  -viz,,  becaufe  of  the 
fuling  or  melting  of  Salt,  without  which,  no  parti¬ 


cular  Tranfmutation  of  the  viler  Metals  can  be  per- 
feded  and  accomplifhed.  Therefore  it  was  not  an 
unadvifed  andrafh  adion  that  the  Ancient  Philofb- 
phersdid  when  they  put  the  title  of  Alchymy  on 
the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  but  as  a  Gold-finith  is 
fo  called  from  the  Gold,  which  he  is  a  Labourer  in, 
fo  is  it  with  this. 

The  name  therefore  doth  openly  point  out  the 
matter  tranfmuting  the  bafer  Metals  into  the  more 
noble,  viz,.  Salt,  which  being  as  an  univerfal  Agent 
does  not  onely  maturate  and  bring  to  due  perfedion 
the  Metals  generated  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  by 
a  natural  Operation,  but  italfo  does  the  fame  out  of 
the  Earth  by  the  Operation  of  Art,  Salt  alone,  and 
Fire  alone  are  fufficient  for  the  maturation  and  tranf¬ 
mutation  of  the  unripe  Metals.  For  Salt  (as  being 
the  Agent)  is  driven  or  forced  as  ’twere  by  the  Fire 
to  difplay  its  virtues  upon  the^Metals  and  by  exerct- 
fingits  power,  to  render  them  better  and  more  no¬ 
ble,  as  Paracelfus  openly  witneffeth  in  his  Caelum  Phi- 
lofophorumj  faying,  that  the  Corporal  mixtion  of  me¬ 
tals  though  commixt  a  long  time  and  kept  fo  in  Fufi¬ 
on,  is  neither  wont  to  give,  (nor  indeed  can  contri¬ 
bute  fb  much  as  ought  to  their  Tranfmutation.  But 
if  fo  be  the  metals  are  to  be  perfcded  by  any  amend¬ 
ing,  they  are  to  be  conjoyned  in  a  fpiritual  commixti- 
on,  and  fo  they  come  to  their  hoped-for  amendment; 
and  this  is  very  agreeable  to  the  truth,  and  evidently 
fignifies,  that  without  a  faline  agent  and  fire,  there 
is  no  way  of  attaining  to  a  particular  tranfmutation 
and  bettering  in  the  metals.  Elias  the  Prophet, 
whofe  eame  inverted  yields  the  word  [or  Salts,] 
did  not  work  his  moft  great  miracles  afore  he  came 
into  Zarpath,  or  Sarepta,  that  4s,  into  the  melting 
Houle  [or  fuling  Work-lhop]  where  he  filled  the 
poor  Widows  Oil  Veflels,  that  fo  (he  might  have 
wherewith  to  live  in  a  time  of  fcarcity.  For  as  long 
as  the  terreftrial  Salts  do  lie  hid  in  barren  and  fto- 
ney  Mountains,  in  which  there  grows  nothing  but 
Juniper  Bulhes,  and  are  [there]  nouriflied  by  the 
Stars,  they  cannot  (hew  forth  their  wonders,  but 
they  are  wont  then  to  dilclole  them  when  they  come 
into  the  melting  Houles.  Even  fo  is  it  with  Salt^ 
when  it  comes  into  the  melting  Shop,  it  doth  effed  fo 
much  as  not  onely  to  fill  the  Oil  Barrels  but  the  Cel¬ 
lars  and  Barns  too,  and  that  plentifully,  butefpeciaL 
ly  when  the  due  [or  fuitable]  Salts  Elias  and  EUfa. 
do  come  together,  and  Elias  is  carried  in  his  fiery 
Chariot  into  Heaven,  and  fundred  from  Elifa  and 
doth  lend  down  a  double  portion  of  his  Spirit  upon 
Elifa  his  Companion ;  by  which,  Elifa  being 
ftrengthned  and  acquiring  more  ftrei^th  than  it  had 
afore,  is  made  fit  for  greater  and  more  powerfull 
Operations. 

But  amongft  thofe  moft  great  miracles,  this  was 
an  eminent  one,  that  after  the  departure  of  Elifa  the 
Prophet  out  of  this  life,  there  was  another  dead 
Man  thrown  into  his  Sepulchre  who  by  the  touch  of 
his  Bones  was  reftored  to  life. 

Therefore,  like  as  this  miracle  did  fupernaturally 
happen  by  the  divine  power  :  Even  lb  [doth  it  come 
to  pafs]  naturally,  by  the  virtues  of  our  Sal  Mira-- 
hilts  corroborated  with  a  double  Spirit,  which  doth 
not  onely  reftore  a  dead  [body]  and  Wood  turned 
by  the  Fire  into  Charcoal,  when  it  is  call  into  the 
Sepulchre,  that  is  into  the  Earthen  Pot  or  Crucible 
to  the  white  Bones  of  our  Sal  Mirahilts,  and  bring  it 
(in  the  fpace  of  one  quarter  of  an  hour)  unto  its  for¬ 
mer  viridity  and  life,  and  with  this  very  green  Li¬ 
quor  of  the  Wood  may  other  half  dead  Trees,  as  al¬ 
io 
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fo  other  things  be  reftored  to  viridity,  and  increafe, 
and  their  former  fertility,  more  than  by  any  thing 
elfe:  But  alfb,  even  various  dead  infedls,  if  they  be 
put  to  our  Sa/  Mirabilis  can  recover  life  again.  And 
although  that  this  may  feem  a  new  unheard  of,  and 
incredible  thing,  yea  a  meer  Paradox  to  any  one, 
yet  isit  as  true  as  truth  itrelf;the  true  way  of  which 
Operation  I  will  (God  willing)  defcribe  and  fhew 
clearly  in  the  firft  Century  of  my  general  Appen¬ 
dix. 

But  although  that  thefe  wonderfull  Operations  of 
my  Sal  Mirabilis  may  (eem  fuch,  as  to  be  never  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  effected  yet,  to  all  fuch  as  know  its 
Compofition,  'tis  a  thing  very  eafily  accompliflied. 
Nor  can  it  be  but  that  the  divine  wonders  fhould  be 
ftill  more  and  more  laid  open  by  the  help  of  my  Sal 
Mirabilis,  and  be  exceedingly  fbwn  abroad,  and 
made  known  to  fuch  as  are  ignorant.  Which  being 
done,  the  World  will  conceive  a  far  other  guefs 
Opinion  of  Alchymy,  and  judge  other  wife  thereof 
than  hitherto  it  has  done. 

But  that  fuch  as  arc  admirers  of  the  divine  and  na¬ 
tural  wonders,  may  clearly  fee  how  large  an  extent 
thofe  things  I  have  hitherto  difcovered,  are  of,  I 
cannot  omit  the  adding  of  the  folar  Work  or  Sma¬ 
ragdine  Table  of  Hermes,  the  Father  of  all  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  the  which  being  in  my  judgment  accom¬ 
modated  to  this  difcourfe  of  mine  I  will  illuftrate. 

But  to  fumm  up  all  I  will  fay,  I  have  here  briefly 
declared,  that  if  a  Spirit  be  elevated  or  fublimed 
from  a  true  Salt  by  the  help  of  a  ftrong  Fire,  or  be 
drawn  from  out  of  its  Body,  and  be  again  returned 
to  the  fame  own  fixed  Body  left  behind  and  be  refto¬ 
red  to  it  in  a  due  manner  ;  that  fix  Salt,  gets  double 
the  ftrength  and  virtue  it  had,  (as  hath  been  (hown 
concerning  my  Sal  Mirabilis)  and  does  perform 
things  wonderfull ;  which  Hermes  and  Bafil  V alentine 
have  hinted  unto  us  in  thefe  next  enfuing  expref- 
fions. 

Hitherto  belongs  the  [mall  Cireular  Figure,  noted  Pag. 

19.  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  Faft  of  the  Frofpri- 

ty  of  Germany. 


The  Smaragdine  Table  of  Hermes,  6*^. 

[See  it  at  the  end  of  the  Firft  Part  of 
Miraculum  Mundi.  ] 

•  The  t^nigma  of  Brother 

THere  is  a  Stone,  of  all  others  the  leaft  precious, 
out  of  which  is  extraded  a  fugitive  [or  vola¬ 
tile^  Fire,  and  out  of  this  Fire  is  the  Stone  it  felf 
made,  it  is  of  colour  white  and  red  and  yet  is  it  no 
Scone.  In  this  Stone  doth  nature  operate,  and  pro- 
duceth  a  Limpid  or  clear  Fountain,  which  choaketh 
in  the  Waters  and  fwallows  up  his  own  fixed  Father, 
untill  at  length  a  Soul  be  given  [or  reftored]  him, 
and  [his]  fugitive  Mother  be  made  like  [him]  in 
the  kingdom.  Likewife  this  Stone  brings  power 
and  great  ftrength,  it  exceeds  the  Sun  in  Age,  [its] 
fugitive  Mother  [is]  prepared  by  Vulcan  and  [its J 
Father  [was]  begotten  by  the  Spirit.  Likewife 
the  Soul,  Botly,  and  Spirit  confiftor  abide  in  two, 
out  of  which,  all  things  are  ;  thefethings  are  of one, 
and  is  one  thing,  conjoyning  the  fix  and  the  fugi¬ 


tive.  They  are  two,  and  three,  and  one,  and  if 
thou  arc  ignorant  of  this,  thou  will  be  fruftrated  and 
deprived  of  the  effeefl;  of  the  Art. 

Adam  is  placed  in  a  Bath,  in  which  Venus  finds 
her  like,  now  this  Bath  was  prepared  by  that  old 
Dragon,  when  he  had  loft  his  ftrength  and  power. 
But  now  this  is  nothing  elfe  (faith  a  Philofopher) 
but  a  duplicate  Mercury.  In  this  is  its  name  hidden, 
which  is  to  be  fought  after  with  all  diligence  and 
continual  labour. 

T‘he  Event  p'oves  the  Actions. 

ITfeemedunto  me  very  expedient  tofet  down  here 
in  this  place,  thefe  few,  but  exceeding  weighty 
words  of  Hermes  and  Brother  Bajil,  becaufe  they  do 
fo  notably  fquare  with  this  Work  of  mine  which  I 
have  here  deferibed.  And  therefore  I  do  here  again 
affirm  what  I  have  often  faid,  viz,.  That  he  who 
knows  Salts  well,  but  efpecially  Niter  and  Vitriol, 
and  knows  howto  con  joy  n  them,  is  well  skilled  in 
Medicine  and  Alchymy,  and  fufficiently  enough 
underftands  that  the  Smaragdine  Table  of  Hermes  is 
Vitriol,,  an  excellent  Smaragd  or  Emrald,  and  that 
Niter  is  (according  as  and  Bafil  Valentine 

have  at  large  deferibed)  the  Kingly  Infant  of  the 
Sun,  with  whofe  deferiptions  we  at  prefent  content 
our  felves.  I  will  make  a  more  prolix  mention  of  the 
fame  in  my  Centuries,  thofe  things  that  I  have  ad- 
joyned  here  I  could  not,  for  certain  reafons  let  flip 
and  pafs  by. 

Now  by  thefe  few  words  it  is  manifeft,  what  vir¬ 
tues  Salts  are  endowed  withall,  and  what  •  miracu¬ 
lous  effcifts  they  fhew,  when  they  are  caft  into  the 
melting  Fire,  viz,.  Such  Salts  as  are  corroborated 
with  a  double  Spirit  poured  down  from  above. 
Thefe  Salts  (I  fay)  are  wont  not  onely  to  fill  the 
poor  Widows  Oil  Veffels,  but  even  the  Cellars  and 
Barns  with  Wine  and  Corn. 

But  I  would  not  that  any  fhould  interpret  it  ai- 
mifs,  in  that  I  make  feme  kind  of Comparifon  ’twixt 
the  wonderfull  virtues  of  Salts,  and  the  miracles  of 
the  Holy  Prophets :  For  verily  the  thing  it  felf  ad¬ 
mits  it,  and  by  fuch  Comparifbns,  the  natural  light 
is  greatly  ftrengthned,  which  thing  we  fliall  fpeak 
more  at  large  of  elfewhere. 

Whofbeverhe  be  that  well  knows  the  nature  and 
properties  of  Salts,  and  is  fomething  skilled  in  the 
management  of  the  Fire,  he  will  hereby  eafily  learn 
thus  much,  as  eafily  to  perceive  that  there  is  fuch  a 
thing,  as  a  profitable  tranfmution  of  the  more  vilei 
Metals  into  the  more  noble  ones. 

But  there  are  requifite  to  this  Operation  manual 
Arts,  peculiar  Furnaces,  and  lingular  Cornmixtions 
of  Metals,  the  knowledge  of  all  which,  hemufthave 
that  defires  beneficially  to  employ  himfelf  in  thefe  O- 
perations.  The  whole  Operation  wfith  all  the  ap¬ 
purtenances  requifite,  and  all  the  things  thereto  ap¬ 
pertaining,  fliall  (if  God  pleafe)  be  expofed  to  be 
feen  in  my  Laboratory  this  Summer.  As  my  Wri¬ 
tings  lately  publifhed,  and  the  Labours  performed 
in  my  Laboratory  the  laft  year, do  fufficiently  enough 
teftifiethatl  have  both  publickly  and  privately  de- 
monftrated  and  manifefted  the  truth  of  the  chiefeft 
fecrets  which  I  have  mentioned  in  my  Writings.  And 
as  for  what  remained  of  being  done  the  laft  year, 
this  prefent  Book  promifeth  the  demonftration  of, 
this  Summer.  What  Writer  alive,  did  ever  endea¬ 
vour  the  demonftration  of  the  truth  of  his  Writings 
by  moft  evident  experiments?  None  at  all  ik^^Glauber. 
^  There- 
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Therefore  I  doubt  not  but  that  feeing  this  little 
Book  offers  the  Countrey  fuch  great  benefits  and 
Commodity,  there  will  not  onely  be  fome  of  the 
Vulgar  fort,  but  alfo  many  of  the  Noble  ones  for 
Magiftrates]  be  found,  to  whom  the  reading  of  the 
fame  will  not  be  a  tedious  thing. 

And  now  I  return  again  to  fpeak  of  Alchymy, 
openly  difclofing  my  Opinion  concerning  it,  and 
firmly  averring,  that  Salts  onely  have  power  to 
wafh,  maturate,  and  perfed  the  unripe  Metals. 

But  fome  or  other  may  here  fay,  if  Alchymy  be 
the  fufing  of  Salt,  by  what  means  can  it  polTibly 
ever  be,  that  Gold  and  Silver  fhould  be  gotten  out 
of  Salt  by  melting  ?  If  there  were  Gold  in  it,  cannot 
it  be  gotten  forth  eafier  than  by  melting  in  the  Fire? 

I  anfwer,  you  are  not  fbto  underhand  it,  as  if  huge 
heaps  of  Gold  could  begotten  by  a  bare  fufing  and 
melting  of  Salt.  No  !  no  fuch  matter.  But  when 
the  Metals  have  Salts  adjoyned  to  them  in  a  due 
manner,  and  fb  undergo  a  melting  Fire,  they  do 
(in  that  fufing)  difplay  their  virtues  upon  the  Me¬ 
tals,  and  do  fb  brii  g  them  to  a  maturity  as  to  yield 
forth  Gold  and  Silver.  For  Salts  are  the  univerfal 
ripening  Agents,  both  in  the  dry  and  in  the  moift 
way,  as  is  clearly  evident  from  the  third  and  fourth 
part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  fo  that  there 
needs  no  more  to  be  fpoken  as  to  this. 

But  yet,  that  thefe  things  may  not  feem  new,  or 
altogether  abfurd,  1  fay,  that  in  all  Salts  there  lies 
hidden  fpiritual  Gold,  but  yet  it  cannot  be  extracted 
from  them  without  the  addition  of  the  Metals.  For 
all  the  things  that  are,  are  generated,  encreafed,' 
•andfuftained  by  the  Sun,  (and  amongft  thefe  may  be 
reckoned  up  the  fmalleft  Vegetable)  do  contain  the 
fugacious  beams  of  the  Sun  hidden  in  them,  which 
laid  beams  may  by  the  benefit  of  Art  be  made  cor¬ 
poreal  and  fixt.  This  I  taught  and  demonftrated 
more  prolixly  in  thefecond  Miraculum  Mun¬ 

di.  I  will  teach  the  fame  in  the  firlt  Century  of  my 
general  Appendix,  which  laid  Appendix  {hall  illuf 
trate  all  my  Writings  with  more  clear  notes ;  and  I 
will  evidently  fhovv  the  way,  by  which  true  and 
natural  Gold  is  to  be  gotten  (by  the  benefit  of  a 
certain  precipitating  matter,  out  of  Sea  Salt,  both 
by  the  dry  and  by  the  moift  way.  This  Operation 
brings  not  any  confiderable  profit,  but  doth  in  very 
truth  fhow  the  poffibility  of  the  thing.  But  he  who 
knows  the  way  of  conjoyning  true  and  due  [or  pro¬ 
per]  Metals  with  legitimate  [or  fuitable]  Salts,  and 
of  handling  them  in  a  due  and  true  way  of  Fufion, 
•wi!!  get  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  all  the  imperfeeft  Me¬ 
tals,  and  that  with  no  fmall  profit  ;  and  this  fhall  be 
demonftrated  in  my  Laboratory  this prefent  Summer 
by  God’s  help. 

And  for  the  more  evident  proof  hereof,  it  feems 
worth  while  to  adjoyn  a  Story  out  of  the  Journal  of 
William  Litgou  of  England,  [rather  Scotland^  who 
Journying  through  Italy,  teftifies  that  hefaw  in  Tra- 
fundia,  a  City  in  Sicilia,  much  Gold  excoifted  or 
drawn  our  of  Sea  Salt;  which  thing,  feeing  it  agrees 
with  my  Opinion,  and  confirms  what  I  fay,  I  will 
add  the  words  of  the  Authour  himfelf  as  they  are  in 
Laim. 

“  The  fourth  City  of  is  Trafundia,  fcltuate 

“  in  the  Weft-fide,  and  oppofite  to  the  City  Biferta, 
“  feated  on  the  Barbarian  Coaft  of  Africa,  which 
“  yields  pure  Gold,  which  is  exported  by  the  Mer- 

chants  into  Italy,  Venice,  Dalmatia,  and  Greece. 
“  It  is  excoefted  in  fome  Artificially  made  Salt-pits 


“  by  the  more  vehement  beams  of  the  Sun,  which 
“  Pits  are  filled  and  emptied  every  month.  Now 
“  the  Salt  here  on  the  Sea  fhore,  has  a  colour  like 
“  the  rednefs  of  a  Ruby,  or  Corral :  The  City  is  al- 
“  moft  the  one  half  of  it  imployed  about  working 
“  thereupon.  The  Gold  it  felf  being  purged  is  dif- 
“  tributed  throughout  the  whole  Chriftian  World. 

Thefe  are  the  words  of  the  faitl  Authour,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  certainty  of  the  thing  it  felf,  he  that 
is  defirous  to  find  out  the  truth  of  this  Relation  may 
eafily  do  it.  As  for  my  felf,  I  eafily  credit  this  Re¬ 
lation,  becaufe  of  the  Mount  <L'Etna  which  always 
is  burning  in  that  Ifland,  and  becaufe  of  the  Sulphur 
too,  which  all  the  Land  of  Sicily  abounds  wirhall. 
And  verily  it  feems  a  thing  altogether  likely,  that 
when  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  upon  the  Sea¬ 
fhore,  make  Salt  of  the  Sea  Water  for  their  necefla- 
ry  ufe,  by  digging  Pits  in  the  Earth  after  the  man¬ 
ner  of  all.  thofe  hot  Countries,  and  letting  in  the  Sea 
Water,  and  that  the  warm  beams  of  the  Sun  fepa- 
rate  [or  any  of]  the  unprofitable  fweet  [or  infipidj 
Water,  in  Vapour,  and  that  that  Water  of  Salt  is 
endued  with  a  notable  fharpnefs  ;  it  extraifts  th-^ 
Sulphur  out  of  the  Earth  which  is  there  in  plenty 
everywhere,  and  it  renders  this  [Sulphur]  by  the 
help  of  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  conftant,  corporal  and 
fixt,  foas  that  it  can  be  afterwards  molten  in  a  mel¬ 
ting  Furnace  into  Gold.  If  now  the  moft  hot  beams 
of  the  Sun,  and  Salt  Water  can  change  common 
earthly  Sulphur  into  Gold,  why  may  not  the  fame 
be  done  alfb  by  the  benefit  of  Fire,  Salt,  and  Art. 

That  all  Gold  is  at  firft  naturally  generated  of  a 
pure  Sulphur  in  the  Earth,  no  body  will  indeed  de¬ 
ny.  That  any  Sulphur  may  by  the  help  of  Fire 
and  Salt  be  fixed  and  changed  into  natural  Gold, 
daily  experience  witneffeth,  not  onely  in  my  own 
Laboratory,  but  in  my  Difciples  Laboratories  too, 
the  which,  vifibly  demonftrates,  and  even  by  ma¬ 
nual  Operation  confirms  the  truth  of  thofe  things 
which  I  have  mentioned  in  the  fecond  part  of  my 
Miraculum  Mundi,  hereabouts. 

That  which  is  mentioned  in  the  old  Hymn  of  the 
Ancient  Church-Fathers,  ’wx..  who  made  Gold  of 
Rods  or  Twigs,  and  Gems  ofStones,  feems  to  the  ig¬ 
norant  altogether  as  Paradoxal,  new,  and  incredible  : 
and  from  which  ’tis  gathered  that  St.  John  the  E- 
vangeliftmade  Gold  of  Sticks  of  Wood,  and  Gems 
of  common  Stones:  I  can  in  a  few  words  demon- 
ftrate  that  both  are  true. 

DifToIve  common  Sulphur,  or  any  Vegetable  in 
common  Salt,  this  Solution  will  make  the  Sulphur  of 
a  red  colour.  Ke'ep  this  Solution  for  at  leaft^one 
hours  fpace  in  the  Fire,  you  fhall  find  a  little  of  the 
Sulphur  changed  into  Gold  ;  to  the  red  Salt,  adjoyn 
the  Calx  of  Saturn,  melt  them  by  Fufion  into  one 
Body,  and  reduce  the  Lead  by  a  Cupel,  you  flialJ 
find  a  grain  of  Gold,  it  yields  indeed  no  profit  but 
demonftrates  the  certainty  and  poffibility  of  Art. 
But  if  any  one  fhall  be  skilled  In  managing  this  Ope¬ 
ration  in  great  quantity  (as  fhall  be  done  this  Sum¬ 
mer  in  my  Laboratory)  he  will  not  complain  of  lofs, 
but  will  always  get  profit. 

But  let  this  fuffice  as  to  the  making  Gold  out  of 
any  Wood,  or  any  Herb,  by  the  help  of  Fire  and 
Salt. 

Let  us  now  foe  by  what  means  Stones  of  manifold 
colours  may  be  made  by  the  help  of  Salt,  out  of 
Wood  or  any  Herb.  Adjoyn  to  the  red  Salt  made 

of  Wood,  a  little  Powder  of  white  Flints,  puttheni 
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a  Crucible,  and  melt  them  in  the  Fire,  that  they  ' 

may  become  a  red  Glafs,  refembling  almoft  the  co¬ 
lour  of  a  Ruby ;  if  you  keep  them  longer  m  the  mel¬ 
ting  the  red  colour  will  be  changed  into  k  green, 
and  have  the  likcnefs  of  an  Emrald  :  After  this, 
comesa  sky-colour,  refembling  a  Saphir,  then  fol¬ 
lows  a  yellow,  not  unlike  a  Jacynth  *.  then  in  a  long¬ 
er  continuance  of  Fire,  it  becomes  black  and  like  an 
Agath.  Indeed  thefe  Stones  are  no  harder  than  com¬ 
mon  Glafs,  but  as  to  their  colours  and  beauty  do 
exaiftly  retemble  the  precious  natural  Stones. 

Thefe  two  Arcanum  s  indeed  do  as  to  the  outfide 
view  feem  not  very  excellent,  but  yet  I  believe,  the 
well  minded  Reader,  to  whom  I  offer  them  as  a 
pledge  or  Love-token  for  to  remember  me  by,  will 
not  think  them  (feeing  they  teach  the  extradling  of 
Gold  out  of  any  Wood  or  Vegetable,  and  how  by 
white  Flints  to  make  Stones  of  feveral  colours)  of  fo 
fmall  a  moment  or  value,  as  they  appear  here  to  be. 


but  will  believe  that  he  has  a  foundation  laid  open 
for  him,  to  arrive  to  greater  fecrets. 

As  concerning  thefe  kind  of  wonderfull  things, 
and  Tranfmutations  hitherto  unknown  to  the  World, 
and  changing  things  into  more  noble  and  better 
Species,  I  will  treat  more  at  large  in  the  ten  Cen¬ 
turies,  in  which,  my  Writings  (hall  be  declared  with 
more  evident  and  clearer  Explications,  to  which  I 
refer  the  well  minded  Reader,  concluding  this  Book 
with  thofe  Verfes  of  Ovid. 

yamque  opus  exegi,  ^uod  n'ec  Jovis  ira,  nec  Ignis, 
Nec  poterit  ferrum,  nec  edax  abolere  vetujlas. 

And  now,  a  work  I  fnijht  have,  of  which, Joyq’s  wrath, 
or  flame. 

Or  Sword,  or  all  devouring  time  can  neer  rax,e  out  the 
name. 


■\  V 


TO  THE 


O  F  T  H  E 

Profperity  of  GE 

Clearly  and  perfpicuoufly  revealing  and  declaring,  (for  the 
benefit  and  profit’s  fake  of  the  -«'hole  Countrey)  by  -what  means  thofe  three 
Ananas  promifed  in  the  faid  fifth  part  are  to  be  advantagcoufly  effeded. 
To**-ether  with  an  adjoyned  Explication  offome  obfcurer  places  which  are, 
not”  fo  clearly  difclofed  in  the  third  and  fourth  parts  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany,  as  likewife  in  the  firfl:  Century. 

Friendly  Reader, 

not,  hut  it  will  feem  a  wonder  to  many,  that  of  fo  great  moment  and  fo  much 

utility  fhould  he  laid  open  hy  me,  in  fo  perfpkuous  and  evident  a  defeription,  as  for  every 

one  thoroughly  to  know  them.  . 

However,  any  Body  may  eafily  perfwade  himfelf  that  I  have  not  fo  done  without  iveighty 
caujes,  which  to  reckon  up  here  at  prefent,  I  judge  it  not  fo  altogether  necejf ary,  but  that 
it  will  he  more  commodious  to  refer  it  to  fome  other  convenient  time.  The  chief ejt  and  which  is  the 
mojl  over-jwaying  reafon  amongft  all  the  refl,  is  this,  viz.  the  perverfenefs  offome  ahuflve  Men, 
not  onely  endeavouring  to  make  my  Writings  envied  \_or  hated  \  hy  Men  of  common  rank,  ut  a  jo 
hy  the  great  ones,  hy  their  lying  reproachfuil  Jlaunders  ;  and  efpecially  moft  faljely  averring,  that 
thofe  three  Arcana’s  which  Ipromijed  in  the  Fifth  Part  of  the  P  rofperity  of  ,are  of  no  profit, 

O  o  o  o  o 
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and  therefore  cannot  he  effefied  with  any  advantage,  and  that  I  my  felf  fought  after  nothing  el/e 

hy  promifm  their  difcovery,  fave  onely  hy  impoftng  them  upon  [or  jelling  them  unto']  others  to 
f crape  Come  Monies  together.  Now  forafmuch  as  this  is  the  property  of  Slanders,  to  he  admitted 
far  eafilier  and  readilier  than  the  truth  it  felf,  and  that  for  this  reafon  many  have  diverted  their 
minds  from  the  truth  of  this  thing  hy  hufying  them  about  thefe  Calumnies,  and  Jo  fave  not  known  ' 
how  the  cafe  flands  ;  hut  {on  the  contrary )  feeing  I  am  confcious  of  mine  own  Innocency,  and  am 
far  wide  of  thofe  Crimes  fo  falfely  charged  on  me,  I  have  judged  it  mojl  jujl  and  moji  highly  necef 
fary,  not  to  fuffer  thofe  mofi  falfe  Accufations  to  rejl  upon  me,  hut  to  fhew  the  contrary  to  the  Eyes 
of  the  whole  World,  and  hy  demonftrating  and  difcloftng  the  very  truth  it  felf,  to  recover  my  honour 
Jo  perfidioujly  and  treacheroujly  fnatcht  from  me  the  which  could  not  pojjihly  he  done  hy  any  better 
way  than  this. 

Necefity  therefore  required  theWork  it  felf  to  fpeak,  and  to  defend  its  own  felf,  which  indeed 
is  a  true  and  genuine  defence,  and  way  of  flopping  the  jhamelefs  and  lying  Mouths  of  all  reproachfull 
Slanderers.  God  will  in  time  recompence  fuch  falfe  Mens  mojl  wicked  Works,  whereby  they  have  ex¬ 
ceedingly  injured  me.  Mean  while  every  one  may  apply  thefe  mofi  profit  able  inventions  to  their  ufe, 
and  undertake  the  doing  one  or  other  of  the  Operations  whereby  they  may  reapfome  benefit,  which  I 
wifh  them  from  my  Soul. 

Nor  do  I  doubt,  hut  that  a  very  many  Men  will,  hy  following  the  Doiirine  hy  me  prefcrihed,  and 
infifling  upon  the  foot-jleps  of  my  Writings,  which  are  founded  on  the  truth,  as  being  afure  Founda¬ 
tion,  get  themfelves  no  fmall  profit;  whilejl  they  quietly  and  peaceably  enjoy  the  gainfull  praili- 
fingonmy  Arcana’s  :  And  efpecially  of  that  mofi  eafie  fecret,  hy  which,  fugacious  and  volatile  Gold 
is  extracted  out  of  all  kinds  of  Flints,  {every  where  plentifully  offering  themfelves,  and  fo  hy  the 
help  of  Lead,  is  rendred  Corporeal.  Which  Work  verily  is  fuch,  as  that  one  Man  doth  noways  dam- 
nifie  another  hy,  hut  may  rather  help  and  profit  him.  Therefore  do  J  at  prefent  affirm  to  every  bo¬ 
dy  with  that  truth  which  God  loves,  and  will  defend,  that  all  the  following  Operations  which  I  mani- 
fe(l  in  the  puhlijhing  this  little  Treatife,  have  been  wrought  hy  me  not  once  onely  hut  often  times, 
and  have  been  fhown  to  many  others,  fothat  no  body  has  any  reafon  to  doubt  hereof,  nor  need  he  he 
follicitous  about  any  other  thing  hut  how  wifely  to  manage,  the  Operation,  and  to  he  diligent  about 
his  labours.  But  if  it  fhould  jo  fall  out  as  that  a  Man  fhould  commit  an  err  our  or  two,  which  may 
eajily  happen,  let  him  not  afcrihe  the  err  ours  he  commits,  to  the  Art  it  felf,  and  thereupon  to  accufe 
it  of  falfity,  hut  let  him  rather  inquire  into  the  occafions  and  reafons  of  his  own  err  ours,  and  without 
doubt  hy  fuch  enquiries  will  he  attain  his  end,  and  get  the  hoped  for  fruit :  in  which  thing,  myfirfl 
and  fecond  Century  will  hy  an  eafe  Manuduliion  help  him. 

Thefe  are  the  things  which  for  the  truths  fake  and  to  witnefs  it,  was  I  willing  to  produce.  And 
I  do  hereby  fignifie  to  every  one  that  now  my  puhlick  Laboratory  is  at  an  end,  and  jhall  remain  fhut 
for  time  to  come,  which  I  was  willingevery  one  fhould  know. 


\jthe  firjf]  Operation  fi^ewing  the  way  of  reducing  any 
Lead,  or  any  Fein  of  Lead  by  the  help  of  common  Salt, 
{and]  by  Coals,  into  Ajhes,  in  the  Furnace  called, 
Stichofen,  that  fo  the  Gold  and  Silver  may  be  extrac¬ 
ted  with  profit. 

Take  of  Lead  or  a  Leaden  Vein  two  parts, 
and  of  common  Salt  one  part.  The  Lead  Oar 
is  to  be  ground  in  a  Mill,  and  fo  are  they  to  be 
commixt,  and  by  little  and  little  thrown  with  a  Sho¬ 
vel  upon  the  Coals  in  the  Furnace,  ferving  to  make 
Afhes,  and  which  has  Pipes  or  Chimnyes  fitted 
thereunto  to  receive  the  fume  and  the  afcending 
Flores.  That  molten  part  of  Metal  and  Salt  which 
falls  through  the  Grate  is  to  be  again  taken  up  with 
your  Shovel,  and  call:  in  upon  the  Coals  untill  the 
whole  Metal,  or  all  that  metallick  Vein  (hall  be  tur¬ 
ned  into  Afhes.  Then  farther,  all  the  burnt  niatter, 
is  to  be  freed  by  divers  wafhings  from  all  the  defile¬ 
ments,  and  the  remaining  Alhes  of  the  Metal  or 
Metallick  Vein,  is  to  be  reduced  into  a  Metal  in  a 
Furnace  which  the  Germans  call  Stichofen.  Thefe 
incinerations  and  redu<^ions  are  to  he  fo  often  and  fo 
long  repeated,  untill  you  find  (by  making  trial  with 
fome  little  piece)  that  your  Lead  is  now  fitted  to  be 
handled  or  wrought  on  in  the  Hearths  or  Furnaces 
by  the  Fire  of  Separation.  For  then  in  the  Hearths 


orTefts  it  is  changed  into  Litharge,  whereby  it  may 
the  more  commodioufly  yield  forth  the  Gold  and 
Silver,  which  by  the  Fire  and  Saltare  therein  matu¬ 
rated. 

N.  B.  But  you  are  here  to  obferve  that  the  lea¬ 
den  Oars  can  indeed  be  commixed  with  the  Salt, 
and  fo  thrown  in  upon  the  Coals :  But  now  Lead  ad¬ 
mits  not  of  being  fo  dealt  withall,  for  it  is  not  mixa- 
ble  with  the  Salt,  and  therefore  it  requires  that  the 
Salt  be  firfl:  call:  in  upon  the  Coals,  and  then  muft  it 
be  thrown  in  afterwards  at  top  of  it.  And  this  way 
is  to  be  obferved  and  fo  often  repeated  and  fo  long, 
always  throwing  in,  firft  the  Salt  then  the  Lead,  till 
the  Lead  being  turned  into  afhes,  hath  wholly  loft  its 
metallick  Fufion.  The  laid  afhes  are  to  be  wafht 
with  Water  and  reduced  in  the  Furnace,  on  fuch 
wife  as  we  fpake  of  but  now. 

N.  B.  Other  leifer  Metals  may  be  added  to  the 
Lead  or  to  the  leaden  Vein  or  Oar,  and  fb  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  Afhes  together,  as  Tin,  Iron  or  Copper. 
But  yet  thele  leaden  Oars  are  more  advantageous 
and  "profitable  if  they  are  taken  alone,  as  beingmore 
fit  for  this  kind  of  labour,  feeing  they  have  already 
in  them  Iron  and  Copper,  and  yield  not  any  good 
and  vendible  Lead,  by  realbn  of  their  wild  nature, 
and  fo  there's  no  need  of  burning  up  Copper  and 
Tin  which  are  already  vendible. 

N.  B.  Whileft 
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N.  B.  Whileft  this  Incineration  is  done,  many 
Metallick  Flores  does  afcend  up  into  the  Receptacles 
appointed  for  the  fume  to  go  up  in,  and  which  are 
adjoyned  to  the  Furnace,  which  (if  need  be)  may 
be  taken  out,  and  by  w^fliings  be  freed  from  the 
Salt  which  afcended  together  with  them,  and  by 
Reduction  be  reftored  or  reduced  to  their  former  bo¬ 
dy  :  and  will  yield  Lead  which  contains  in  it  Silver, 
and  is  to  be  converted  into  Litharge  like  other 
Lead,  that  the  Silver  may  be  feparated  therefrom. 

This  likewife  is  heedfully  to  be  obferved  in  the 
other  Minerds  or  Oars  turned  into  Aflies,  that  afore 
their  Redudion,  they  be  thoroughly  waflit  from  all 
the  Salt,  and  the  light  filths  or  defilements  are  to  be 
well  feparated  from  the  metalline  body  ;  for  if  this 
be  neglected,  the  Salt  being  forced  with  the  ftrong 
blaft  of  the  Bellows  would  carry  off  the  Metal  to¬ 
gether  with  it  felf,  and  the  Afhes  of  the  Coals  would 
binder  the  Fufion  of  the  Metal  it  felf,  and  reduce 
the  fame  into  Scoria's. 

As  concerning  the  Reduction  «it  felf,  this  is  well 
to  be  regarded,  that  the  Fire  muft  be  kindled  in  the 
Furnace  at  leaft  two  hours  afore  the  Afhes  of  the 
Oars  that  are  to  be  reduced,  are  to  be  put  in,  that 
fo  the  Furnace  may  be  thoroughly  bright  hot  with¬ 
in;  for  if  it  be  not  through  fiery- hot,the  Caftin  Afwe- 
ra's  melt  nor,  and  being  not  molten  they  lie  in  the 
Fire,  and  hinder  the  blaft  of  the  Bellows,  and  fpoil 
the  Operation  it  felf. 

i  Thefe  labours  therefore  require  a  skilfull  Artificer, 
and  one  verfed  in  fuch  Operations,  for  they  are  not 
fo  very  Facile  as  they  feem  to  many,  to  appear  to 
be. 

Then  farther,  this  is  likewife  to  be  noted,  that  if 
the  Mmerds  or  Oars  that  you  take  to  this  Operati¬ 
on  are  full  of  Sulphur,  and  that  that  Sulphur  is  not 
wholly  taken  away  by  torrifying  [or  calcining  them] 
it  will  by  its  fiercenefs  reduce  in  the  melting  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  good  Metal  into  Scorids^  and  inftead  of 
Metal  prefent  you  with  Drofs.  And  this  is  that  In¬ 
cineration  and  Redudlion  which  I  have  fhowed  in 
my  Laboratory,  both  to  Friends  and  Enemies  ;  But 
yet  I  have  (fince  that  time)  found  out  a  far  eaficr 
way  of  doing  this  labour,  by  the  help  of  which,  one 
Man  w’ill  do  more  in  one  day,  than  he  coUld  other- 
wife  in  eight  days.  But  becaufe  this  way  is  not  as 
yet  made  common,  it  feems  not  convenient  in  my 
Opinion  to  divulge  it  here  ;  for  as  much  as  I  have 
'  determined  with  my  felf  in  this  prefent  Appendix  to 
difclofe  onely  thofe  things  which  I  expofed  to  befeen 
jn  my  Laboratory  by  others. 

By  oyhat  means  Gold^  Silver ytyea  and  Copper  too^  may 

Tvitb  great  profit  be  extrahied  out  of  the  poor  Metal- 
!  lick  Veins  by  the  moifi  ivay.,  and  which  cannot  quit 
\  the  cofis  of  doing  it  by  Fire. 

Fliftofall,  the  metallick  Earths  are  to  be  made 
red  hot,  and  to  be  quenched  in  cold  Water,  that 
I  fo  being  made  brittle  they  may  be  ground  in  a  Mill, 
i  If  Sulphur  beadmixt  in  them,then  muft  they  by  afore- 
/i  going  fireing  be  freed  from  the  fame,  bccaufe  the 

'  i  Sulphur  hinders  the  .Aqua  Fortis,  from  duely  dilTol- 

;  ving  thofe  Oars.  Being  now  thus  prepared,  they  are 
to  be  put  into  the  ftronger  Glades,  or  into  Earthen 
Cucurbits  made  of  the  be  ft  Clay,  and  the  following 
Water  is  to  be  poured  upon  them,  and  is  to  cover 
them  over  three  fingers  breadth.  The  Cucurbit 
being  filled  with  thele  matters  is  to  be  fet  in  a  Cafe 
i  [or  Pot]  full  of  Sand,  and  prepared  for  this  ufe,  and 


all  the  Water  is  to  be  drawn  therefrom  by  Diftilla- 
tion:  which  is  nor  onely  all  of  it  again  recovered,  but 
withall  doth  get  it  felf  an  encreafe  or  augmentation 
from  the  Salt-peter  or  the  Salt,  fb  that  there  afeends 
more  Water  by  Diftillation  than  was  poured  on. 

The  Oars  arc  to  be  taken  our  of  the  Cucurbit,  (or 
Cucurbits,  if  there  were  more  Pots  ufed)  and  being 
taken  forth  you  muft  pour  common  Water  thereup¬ 
on  to  extrafft  the  remaining  Salt  thereout  of,  in  the 
which  Salt  is  found  the  Gold  and  the  Silver  that  was 
in  the  Oars. 

N.  B.  This  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  labour,  that 
all  the  Spirits  are  not  to  be  drawn  off  from  the  Oars 
even  to  the  dry  Salt  ;  and  this  not  onely  to  fhun  the 
dammage  that  might  happen  by  breaking  the  Glades, 
butalfbfor  this  reafon,  viz,,  that  there  may  be  left 
behind  with  the  Salt  a  little  Acrimony,  becaufe  of 
fbmc  Salts  which  eafily  pafs  into  Salt-peter  whenfome 
Aqua  Fortss  is  drawn  off  them.  And  albeit  that  A- 
qua  For/ zf  will  eafily  turn  the  whole  Body  of  Kitchin 
Salt  into  Salt-peter,  yet  notwithftanding  ’mongft  all 
the  Salts  one  Salt  admits  of  a  fpeedier,  another  of  a 
flow  Tranfmutation,  according  as  it  is  more  or  lefsa- 
kin  in  its  nature  unto  Salt-peter. 

And  therefore  to  prevent  this  errour,  fome  humi-’ 
dity  is  to  be  left  w’ith  the  Oars.  For  when  all  the 
Spirits  are  drawn  off,  and  the  Saltis  turned  into  Salt¬ 
peter,  the  Water  would  not  be  fharp  enough  'to 
hold  up  the  Gold  that  is  extraded,  when  the  Solu¬ 
tion  is  made,  for  the  Water  would  didblve  barely 
the  Salt-peter,  and  leave  the  Gold  remaining  behind 
with  the  Oar. 

If  this  errour  ftiould  chance  to  be  committed,  the 
Salt-peter  is  to  be  extraded  out  of  the  Oars  with  the 
Water,  and  more  new  Salt  muft  be  poured  on  upon 
the  fame  Oars  together  with  the  Aqua  Regis  that  was 
drawn  off  by  Diftillation  ;  that  fo  this  Aqua  Regis 
having  been  once  abftraded  may  not  afterwards 
tranfinute  all  the  Salt  thereto  added  into  Salt-peter. 
For  by  how  much  the  oftner  the  Aqua  Fortis  is  drawn 
off  from  the  Salt,  fo  much  the  lefs  is  the  Salt  turned 
by  it  into  Salt  peter,  and  at  length,  it  will  come  to 
flicha  pafs  as  to  remain  juft  as  it  was  afore  the  abftrac- 
tion  [of  the  fb  oft  drawn  off  Spirit.]  For  this  is  the 
nature  of  Aqua  Fortis,  viz,,  to  tranfmute  half  its 
weight  of  Salt  into  Salt-peter  at  the  firft  time ;  the  fe- 
cond  time  it  tranfmutes  but  a  fourth  part ;  the  third 
time  much  lefs:  and  at  length  will  traufmute  none 
at  all ;  but  puts  on  the  nature  of  Spirit  of  Salt ; 
which  notwithftanding  is  moft  fit  to  extra<fl:  Gold 
and  Copper  withall  out  of  the  Oars  in  infinitum,  if 
Salt  be  thereto  added,  out  of  which,  it  is  wont  to 
get  it  felf  a  perpetual  encreafe  (and  be)  like  other 
Spirit  of  Salt. 

Now  then,  to  prevent  this  inconvenience,  the  Aqua 
Fortis  may  be  left  off  for  altogether,  and  thofe  Mi¬ 
nerals  and  Metallick  Earths  may  be  extracted  with 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  onely,  and  Salt  added  thereunto  : 
onely  obferving  this  thing  in  the  Diftillation,  viz,. 
that  fbme  of  the  humidity  be  left  behind  with  the 
Oars  whereby  they  may  be  the  eafilier  taken  out  of 
the  Glaffes. 

Moreover  this  is  to  -be  likewife  known,  that  Gold, 
Silver,  and  Copper  may  be  extracted  out  of  their 
Oars  or  Earths  even  without  Aqua  Fortis  or  Spirit  of 
Salt,  if  onely  Salt  or  Salt-peter  be  but  added.  For 
if  fome  Oil  of  Vitriol  or  of  Sulphur  be  poured  upon 
the  Water  of  Salt- peter,  or  that  the  Water  of  Salt  be 
acuated  therewithal!,  it  becomes  ftrong  enough  to  ex¬ 
tract  Gold,  and  after  the  extraction  and  diftillingthe 

Phlegm 


Phlegm  off,  there  follows  by  diftilling  a  pleafant  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  or  from  Sak-peter  a  good  Acfua  Fortis. 
This  labour  therefore  is  more  gainfull  and  lefs  trou- 
blefome,  than  if  Fortis  or  Spirit  of  Salt  were 
ufed  thereunto.  , 

There  are  other  eafier  and  more  compendious 
ways  of  extradfing  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  out  of 
their  Earths,  which,  feeing  they  have  not  been  as 
yet  fhown  in  my  Laboratory,  I  fhall  filently  pals 
them  by  at  prefent  and  that  not  without  reafon. 
But  yet  there  is  frequent  mention  made  of  the  like 
[Operations]  in  my  hrft  Century,  in  which  he  who 
has  an  earneft  defire  to  know  more  of  thofe  kind  of 
ways,  may  make  enquiry. 

The  Fre-paration  offutahle  and  proper  Waters  to  extraci 
Gold^  Silver  and  Copper  out  of  poor  Oars. 

Take  of  Salt- peter  one  part,  of  common  A^^ua 
Fortss  two  parts ;  thefe  being  joyned  together, 
extradl  Silver  and  allb  Copper.  But  to  extrad  Gold 
out  of  its  Oars  or  Minerals,  there  muft  be  taken  one 
part  of  common  Salt,  and  four  parts  of  Ai^ua  Fortis. 
One  pound  of  Salt,  and  four  of  A(jua  Fortis,  make 
four  pounds  and  I  of  Aefua  Regia,  the  other  half 
pound  of  Salt  ftays  behind  with  the  Metallick  Veins 
or  Oars  in  the  bottom  of  the  Cucurbit,  and  contains 
the  Gold  that  was  in  them,  and  is  to  be  extraded 
with  common  Water. 

The  way  of  getting  cut  the  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the 
wajljt’Cut  Salts  by  precipitation,  and  of  reducing  them 
to  their  peculiar  bodies  without  detriment  of  Icfs. 

IF  it  be  Water  of  Sak-peter  and  hath  Silver  in  it, 
the  Water  of  Salt  being  poured  in,  precipitates  the 
Silver  to  the  bottom.  But  if  Water  of  Salt,  and  has 
Gold  in  if,  the  Gold  is  precipitated  by  pouring  on 
a  Lixivium  which  hath  in  it  a  little  liqueur  of  Flints. 
And  now  this  Water  it  felf  thus  mixt  by  pouring 
(other  precipitating  liquors  on  it)  yields  ( by  decoc¬ 
tion)  moft  excellent  Sak-peter.  And  the  Aejua  For- 
tps  and  Ac[ua  Regis,  which  afeended  by  Diftillation, 
are  lit  to  make  new  extradions  of  Gold,  Silver,  and 
■  Copper  out  of  their  Earths;  and  by  iterated  extrac¬ 
tions  (by  the  Saks  and  Waters  thereto  added)  do 
they  get  a  perpetual  encreale,  infomuch  that  in  thefe 
extradions  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper,  there  are 
not  required  at  all  any  other  expences  fave  thole 
few,  bellowed  on  firing.  Therefore  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  Work  there  k  not  required  ought  elfe  but 
one  onely  pound  of  Aqua  Fortis,  becaufe  in  the  pro- 
grels  of  the  Work  it  proceeds  on  to  an  infinite  en- 
creafe,  yea,  enough  for  the  extradion  of  many  thou- 
fands  of  pounds.  ,  , 

(Flence  is  it  that  this  Work  is  an  unheard  of  Ope¬ 
ration,  and  doth  almoft  exceed  all  belief,  and  from 
which  there  mull:  an  immenfe  gain  of  necellity  ac- 
crew,  becaule  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  may  by 
this  means  be  extraded  out  of  their  poor  Metallick 
Earths  without  colls. 

There  remains  yet  one  thing  which  is  to  be  heed- 
fully  regarded  in  the  precipitation  of  the  Gold  and 
Silver.  A  common  Lixivium  cannot  precipitate  all 
the  Gold  out  of  the  Aqua  Regis,  and  therefore  I  bad 
you  add  to  the  Lixivium  Ibme  liquor  of  Flints,  and 
this  will  alfo  appear  in  my  firll  Century. 

Therefore  it  behoves  every  one,  clearly  to  fee 
whether  or  no  he  makes  ule  of  true  and  genuine  Li¬ 
quor  of  Flints  in  his  Operation,  that  fo  he  may  not 


inlleadofit,  ufe  a  bare  Lixivium  onely,  and 

(b  commit  a  great  errour,  as  it  hath  happened  to 
fome  as  I  have  been  told. 

But  he  that  can’t  make  true  and  good  liquor  ©f 
Flints,  or  elfe  has  it  not  at  hand,  may  lubllitutein  • 
its  freed,  common  Spirit  of  Urine  prepared  in  a  Cop¬ 
per  Hill,  which  together  with  the  laid  liquor  preci¬ 
pitates  all  the  Gold  out  of  the.  Aqua  Regis. 

N.  B.  But  this  Gold  thus  precipitated  by  Spirit  of 
Urine,  fulminates  like  Gun  powder,  unlels  it  be 
burnt  with  commom  Brimllone  afore  the  Redu(5tion, 
and  that  this  fulminating  faculty  be  taken  away  from 
it,  which  inconvenience  the  liquour  ofFlintsknot 
wont  to  bring. 

JV.  B.  If  there  fhould  be  much  Zmk,  Iron,  or 
Lapis  Calaminaris  in  the  Oars  of  Gold  or  Silver,  the 
Aqua  Fortis  or  Aqua  Regis  would  not  all  afeend  by 
the  Diftillation,  nor  get  increafe  ;  but  fome  part 
thereof  would  flay  with  thofe  Metallick  Earths,  and 
with  the  Lapis  Calaminaris,  (drc.  and  by  adhering 
thereunto  be  concentrated  ;  but  yet  there  would  not 
be  any  lols  by  that ,  for  by  the  pouring  on  a  Lixi\n. 
um  of  Wood  alhes,  may  it  be  turned  into  good  Salt¬ 
peter,  of  as  much  value  as  may  eafily  recompence 
the  charges  of  the  Aq.  Fortis,  or  Aq.  Regia. 

Belides,  you  are  likewile  to  oblerve  this,  that  if 
there  Ihould  be  Copper  admixt  in  the  Oars  of  the 
Gold  and  Silver,  the  Aq.  Forth  would  extract  the 
Copper  too,  as  well  as  the  Silver.  • 

But  now  the  neareft  way  of  leparating  thefe  two 
Metals  from  each  other,  is  this.  Let  Spirit  of  Salt  be 
poured  to  the  Aq.  Fortis,  and  it  will  precipitate  all 
the  Silver  out  of  the  Aq.  Fortis,  down  to  the  bottom, 
and  the  Copper  will  be  left  in  the  water ;  which  if 
you  put  fome  Iron  into,  it  will  ftick  to  the  Iron,  and 
by  this  means  be  gotten  out  of  the  water. 

This  water  now,  after  the  Metals  are  withdrawn 
from  if,  is  fit  to  make  new  Salt  peter  with,  and  by 
addition  of  Vitriol  to  yield  a  new  Aq.  Forth  by  diftil¬ 
lation. 

Alkali  Saks  do  in  the  Fuling  bring  the  precipita¬ 
ted  Silver  to  its  former  body,  which  otherwilc  is  veiy 
fugacious. 

The  Copper  is  turned  into  excellent  Verdigreale. 
And  lb  the  Oars  of  Copper,  though  never  lb  poor, 
may  be  extracted,  and  that  with  no  Imall  benefit : 
Becaule  the  Verdigreale  made  of  the  bare  Copper  is 
twice  the  price  of  the  molten  Copper  it  lelf. 

The  manner  of  making  good  Sali-peter  in  plenty,  out  of 

Kitchin-Salt  and  Calx-vive. 

TAke  the  Stones  of  Lime,  which  have  been 
thorowly  changed  or  reduced  into  Powder  by 
the  Air,  four  parts :  of  Kitchin  Salt,  or  Common  Salt, 
one  part,  [by  weight,  and  not  by  meafure]  whether 
pure  or  impure  [it  matters  not:]  and  of  this  mixture 
is  a  thickilh  pafte  to  be  'made  by  raoiftning  it  with 
Urine,  or,  in  want  of  that,  with  Water  ;  which  is  to 
be  made  up  into  a  Pile  with  Wood,  and  fo  may  it  be 
made  Stratum  fuper  firatum  ,  of  what  bigneft  you 
pleale  :  and  it  may  be  done  in  a  Furnace  made  for 
that  purpole,  or  elfe  in  the  open  Field  abroad  in  the 
Air.  But  you  muft  beware  in  the  building  up  of  this 
Pile,  that  the  mafs  of  Salt  and  Calx  vive  be  not  too 
thick  laid,  and  too  much  ;  but  it  would  be  better  to 
make  it  up  in  balls  or  pellets,  that  fo  they  may  be 
well  fired  by  the  flame,  which  muft  penetrate  every^ 
where  through  the  pervious  heap  or, pile:  which  can¬ 
not 
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not  be,  if  the  mafs  be  fpreacl  too  broad,  and  fo  Itop 
up  the  pa  (Tages  of  the  flame. 

The  heap  being  made  as  big  as  you  are  minded  to 
have  it,  the  fire  mufl:  be  put  under,  and  To  long  fed, 
till  all  the  wood  is  burnt,  and  the  balls  themfelves 
have  been  red-hot,  a  whole  hour  at  leaft  :  that  the 
Acrimony  of  the  Salt  may  in  fb  great  a  heat  be 
changed  by  the  Calx-'vtve,  and  get  it  felf  a  milder 
nature,  and  confequently  be  fb  much  the  eafier  tranl- 
muted  into  Salt-peter. 

N.  B.  The  Salt  that  is  on  this  wife  tranfmuted, 
is  moft  fit  for  dunging  Lands,  and  to  be  ufed  inftead 
of  the  common  beafts  dung ,  as  I  have  at  large 
taught  long  ago  in  many  places  of  my  Writings. 

This  is  the  preparation  of  turning  Salt  into  Salt¬ 
peter,  which  Artifice,  if  any  be  minded  to  work  a- 
bout,  it  is  neceffary  for  him  to  order  his  Operation 
this  following  way. 

The  manner  of  making  Salt-peter  out  of  this  prepared 

Salt. 

FIrft  of  all,  this  introverted  Salt  muft  be  e.xpofed 
to  the  open  Air,  and  beams  of  the  Sun  ;  but  yet 
fo,  as  that  the  heap  may  not  be  moilTned  by  the 
Rain,  and  it  muft  lie  in  its  heap  the  heighth  of  fome 
three'  or  four  Feet ;  the  which  heap  is  to  be  wetted 
either  with  Man’s  pifs  or  Beafts  ;  or  if  there  be  not 
enough  of  this  to  be  had,  then  with  bare  water  onely, 
that  fb  the  pellets  or  balls  lying  quietly  for  fome 
days,  may  be  diflblved  and  be  mixed  with  the  reft: 
of  the  matter. 

Now  when  the  warm  Air  hath  confumed  all  the 
'  humidity,  and  dried  up  the  heap,  the  aforefaid  moift- 
ning  is  to  be  repeated  5  which  being  again  conlu 
ined ,  and  the  heap  dried,  the  labour  of  repeated 
moiftnings  and  exficcations  is  to  be  To  long  continued, 
as  long  as  necefllty  requireth  :  For  in  long  progrefs 
of  time  is  the  Saltpeter  generated,  which  muft  be 
wafhed  out  with  water,  and  by  decoction  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  Stria’s  or  Cryftals. 

This  generation  of  Salt- peter  proceeds  indeed  flow- 
]y  on,  but  yet  it  brings  a  great  profit.  For  if  once 
the  Salt-peter  be  but  generated  in  fuch  an  heap  of 
Salt,  and  the  reliques  left  after  the  wafhing  out  of 
the  Peter  be  again  put  to  the  fame  heap,  there  will 
new  Salt-peter  be  generated  in  procefs  of  time  :  fo 
that  new  Salt-peter  will  every  year  offer  it  felf  to  be 
wafht  out  of  the  heap  :  and  this  work  may  be  con- 
1  tinued  without  end. 

But  he  that  would  have  fome  Salt-peter  from  this 
inverted  Salt  in  a  ihorter  traef  of  time,  let  him  know, 
that  the  Seed  or  Ferment  of  Salt-peter  muft  be  added 
unto  the  (aid  heap,  that  fb  this  fame  Seed  may  get 
augmentation  from  the  Salt,  and  encreafe  and  grow, 
like  as  an  herb  is  wont  to  grow  in  a  fat  and  faline 
Earth.  For  all  things  have  their  Seeds,  and  doe  draw 
their  Encreafe  out  of  other  Salts.  Fhe  Seed  of  Salt¬ 
peter  is  volatile,  as  is  its  acid  Spirit :  its  Root  is  fixed 
Niter ;  which  being  implanted  in  all  fharp  Salts,  doth 
beget  Salt  peter  in  a  moft  plentifull  manner,  and  fuch 
as  is  very  good,  or  even  better  than  that  which  ari- 
feth  out  of  thole  acid  Salts  and  Alcalies. 

We  doe  not  here  fhow  this  propagation  of  fix 
Salt-peter  by  acid  Salts,  becaufe  it  is  deferibed  in  the 
following  Labour  and  Operation. 

Therefore  like  as  any  Vegetable  may  be  propaga¬ 
ted  and  multiplied  not  onely  by  the  help  of  its  Seed, 
but  even  of  its  Root  too  •,  Even  juft  fo  is  it  with  Salt¬ 
peter,  for  it  admits  of  propagation  and  multiplication 
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by  the  means  both  of  its  Seed  and  of  its  Root,  as  o- 
ther  Herbs  doe. 

As  concerning  the  Seed  of  Salt  peter,  it  is  very  ea- 
fily  preparable  by  thofe  who  deal  in  metallick  fepa- 
rations  and  extradtions  by  the  moift  way.  For  if  Gold 
be  feparated  from  Silver  by  Fortis ;  or  that  Gold 
and  Silver  be  by  it  extradled  out  of  their  Oars,  this 
very  operation  hath  already  abundantly  recompen- 
ced  the  charges  laid  out  thereon ,  and  fo  it  offers  it 
felf  without  any  cofts,  and  as  it  were  Gratis. 

And  now,  if  I  pour  this  water  on,  inftead  of  com¬ 
mon  Water,  upon  the  inverted  Salt,  it  does  not  one¬ 
ly  become  good  Salt-peter  ,  but  doth  alfo  yield  (as 
being  the  Seed  of  true  Salt-peter )  an  hundred  fold 
encreafe,  after  the  manner  of  the  Seed  of  all  Vegeta¬ 
bles, and  doth  the  fame  as  they  do.  And  by  how  much 
the  more  of  this  Nitrous  Seed  is  fown  in  the  Earth , 
fb  much  the  more  Salt  peter,  and  fo  much  the  fooner 
too  is  gfinerated.  For  when  a  Gardener  doth  fbw 
his  Seed  fparingly,  he  muft  neceffarily  have  but  a 
thin  harveft  :  and  fb  on  the  contrary  is  it  to  be  un- 
derftood  of  a  plentifull  harveft.  And  if  now  there 
ftiould  be  any  one  that  fhould  upbraid  the  Gardener 
with  the  flownefs  of  his  Seed,  becaufe  it  produceth 
not  Buds,  nor  Stalks,  nor  Flowers,  nor  Fruits  in  a 
few  days  ffpace,  would  not  he  fry  that  he  cannot 
compell  nature ,  for  it  refehres  to  it  felf  its  due  time, 
and  its  natural  courfe  I 

The  very  fame  would  I  have  you  underftand  here 
concerning  Salt-peter  ;  if  haply  my  Enemies,  thofe 
moft  ignorant  Sheepsheads,  would  objedl  againft  me, 
that  feeing  the  Salt-peter  doth  not  prefently,  in  a  few 
days,  grow  or  fpring  forth  from  its  feed  fown,  there¬ 
fore  that  feed  was  not  true  nor  good  ,  or  that  it  is  al¬ 
together  impoflible  that  Salt  peter  fhould  be  genera¬ 
ted  fb  plenteoufly  out  of  Common  Salt :  I  anfwer 
fuch,  as  the  Gardener  does,  ’Tis  neceffary  to  allow 
Nature  her  own  appointed  time. 

But  that  it. may  evidently  appear,  that  this  my 
planting  of  Salt  peter  ,  and  that  this  augmentation 
may  be  far  more  evidently  demonftrated,  than  that  . 
of  any  Vegetable  feed  ;  the  bufinefs  may  be  tried 
for  confirmation  fake  in  a  fmall  Experiment,  afore 
you  fet  about  a  more  laborious  and  prolix  exercife, 
and  to  prevent  your  fears  of  attempting  it  in 
vain. 

Take  the  Salt  prepared  with  the  Calx-vive  three  . 
pound,  and  put  each  a-part  in  feveral  Earthen  Vef- 
fels.  Take  likewife  of  the  Water  of  Salt-peter  alrea¬ 
dy  ufed  (  as  being  the  Seed  of  Salt-peter)  one  ounce, 
two  ounces,  and  four  ounces  :  with  the  one  ounce 
of  that  Aef.  Fonts  commix  as  much  Common  water 
as  may  ferve  to  moiften  one  pound  of  the  aforefaid 
inverted  Salt :  Then  to  the  two  ounces  of  the  fame 
Aq.  Fortis,  adjoyn  likewife  as  much  water  as  may 
ferve  to  moiften  the  other  pound  of. Salt  with  :  And 
fo  doe  with  the  other  four  ounces,  and  therewithal! 
moiften  the  third  pound  :  Set  thofe  three  Pots,  con¬ 
taining  the  three  feveral  pounds  of  the  faid  prepared 
Salt,  at  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  but  f ',  as  that  the  Rain 
may  not  come,  and  wafh  off  all  the  Salt.  All  the 
moifture  being  confumed  by  the  Solar  heat,  moiften 
your  matters  in  your  pots  with  Rain  water  one;y,  fb 
often,  as  the  drying  needs  the  watering  it.  When 
two  or  three  months  are  over,  take  cut  each  pound 
feparately  by  wafhing  it  out  of  the  matters  in  each 
pot,  and  you  flvall  find  a  vaft  difference,  and  fliall 
fee  that  that  one  pound  of  Salt  which  had  thofe  four 
ounces  of  Nitrous  feed  in  it  will  be  all  tranfinuted 
into  Salt  peter,  fave  a  few  feces :  But  that  pound 
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which  had  two  ounces  of  the  laid  Seed  poured  upon 
it,  will  contain  a  leflfer  portion  of  Salt-peter ,  and 
the  other  which  had  but  one  ounce  onely  wiU  have 
the  leaft  portion.  Moreover,  it  you  pour  thole  Salt- 
waters  you  wafht  out,  and  which  are  not  yet  turn¬ 
ed  into  Salt  peter,  upon  the  feces  again,  and  fo  dry 
it  as  afore  and  beftow  yet  other  three  months  on 
thele  exliccations  and  moiftnings ,  and  then  again 
boil  the  Salt-peter  out  of  the  Salt,  it  will  be  much 
encreafed  and  bettered ;  and  fo  you  will  have  fo 
much  the  greater  encreafe  of  Salt,  by  how  much  the 
longer  you  lhall  have  profecuted  this  Labour.  Such 
Experiments  doe  demonftrate,  that  by  how  much  the 
more  Seed  there  is  Icwn  in  a  fat  and  lalt  Earth,  lb 
much  the  more  plentiful  1  encreafe  of  the  Seed  is  to 

be  expected.  ,  ^  r  a 

But  thofe  deriding  mockers  and  perlecutors  of  Art 

and  Truth  may  here  objedl  and  fay,  that  the  Salt¬ 
peter  arifeth  from  the  Salt- peter  water  onely  that 
was  put  thereunto,  and  not  from  the  Salt  itfelf.-' 
But  I  anfwer.  That  that  ufed  Ae^.  Fonts  is  indeed  the 
Seed  of  Salt-peter,  but  can  never  recover  the  Nature 
of  Salt  peter  without  the  help  of  Tome  fix  body :  Like 
as  the  Seed  of  an  herb  cannot  become  an  herb,  un- 
lels  it  be  call  into  a  moift  and  lalt  Earth,  from  thence 
doth  it  get  its  body,  and  lb  is  encreafed. 

Verily  I  willingly  confefs,  that  the  Spirit  of  Nitre 
may  be  reduced  to  the  former  nature  of  Salt  peter, 
by  alTuming  it  felf  a  body  out  of  all  the  fix  Salts. 
But  yet,  as  far  as  I  have  hitherto  known,  by  my 
manifold  inquiries  and  inveftigations  a  long  time,  I 
could  not  find  any  other  Salt  (  fave  the  following) 
by  the  help  of  which,  thofe  Waters  ufed  about  me¬ 
talline  Walhings,  may  be  fooner  and  better  tranfmu- 
ted  into  Salt-peter,  like  as  this,  and  the  following 
Salts  doe :  And  therefore  I  doe  commend  it  as  of  the 
beft  rank  for  the  making  of  Salt  peter.  The  man¬ 
ner  of  preparing  good  fait  Nitre  out  of  the  extraded 
Oars  is  already  revealed  in  the  firft  Century,  and 
therefore  needs  no  fuperfluous  repetition  here. 


Another  Preparation  of  Salt  for  the  making  of  Salt¬ 
peter. 

TAke  Common  Salt  one  part,  and  of  a  fulphure- 
ous  Oar  ,  whch  the  Germans  call  Schetuelhes^ 
two  or  three  parts,  if  they  contain  lefs  Sulphur: 
But  if  they  have  Vitriol  in  them  too,  then  muft  you 
take  equal  parts  of  both.  Grind  the  fulphureous  Mi¬ 
neral  in  a  Mill,  mix  it  with  the  Salt,  and  heat  it  red- 
hot  by  well  torrifying  or  calcining  them  for  two 
hours  ( in  Furnaces  ferving  for  fuch  a  work,)  either 
upon  a  Grate,  or  elfe  without  a  Grate,  upon  Hearths ; 
that  fo,  during  this  Candefadlion,  the  Sulphur  may 
have  ingrefs  into  the  Salt,  and  may  alter  it.  This 
Salt  being  wafht  out  of  the  fulphureous  Minera  with 
water,  and  boiled  till  a  skin  gathers  at  top  of  the 
v/ater,  it  fhoots  into  long  Stria’s  or  Cryftals,  like 
Salt-peeter ,  and  tails  like  it ,  but  falls  into  Powder 
in  a  warmifh  Air.  If  it  be  burnt  and  prepared  by 
putting  Calx-wve  thereto,  after  the  way  afore  going, 
it  is  convertible  into  good  Salt-peter,  but  fooner  and 
in  a  fhorter  time.  If  the  Minera’s  you  ufe  have 
Copper  in  them,  or  any  other  Metal ,  yet  never- 
thelefs  may  they  be  gotten  out  thence  by  fufion,  for 
there  will  be  nothing  loft  in  this  operation  but  the 
Sulphur ;  and  this  muft  have  been  driven  away  by 
burning  it,  however,  if  you  would  have  any  of  the 
Metal  out  of  the  Minera. 


N.  B.  The  Caput  mortuum  out  of  which  the  Spi-  ] 
rit  of  Salt  by  the  addition  of  the  Vitriol  is  extraded,  '< 

yields  fuch  a  like  Salt,  and  very  fit  to  make  Salt-  " 

peter  withall.  There  are  alfo  feveral  other  ways  .j 
which  yield  no  finall  plenty  of  fuch  Salts,  and  that  f 
in  a  manner  without  any  cofts,  efpecially  if  the  help 
of  Stone-coals  be  thereto  ufed.  Befides  too  ;  this  you 
are  to  be  advifed  of,  that  (feeing  the  Salt  is  to  be 
burnt  with  the  Calx-vive )  one  Calx  is  better  than 
another,  for  fome  Lime  ftones  are  more  apt  for  the 
making  of  Salt-peter,  but  primarily  thoie,  which 
when  you  touch  your  tongue  with,  doe  yield  a  fiery 
taft  ;  with  which  fort,  the  Lime  made  of  Sea-fliells  i 
doth  not  compare  as  to  goodnefs. 

By  what  means  the  Root  of  Salt-peter  is  to  be  implanted 
in  acid  Salts ,  fo  as  to  be  thereby  augmented^  like  at  4 

the  Root  of  a  Vegetable^  being  tranfplanted^  gets  an  in-  1 

creafe  from  the  faltnefs  of  the  Earth.  j 

EVen  as  we  have  demonftrated  in  the  foregoing  I 
dilcourfe,  that  the  acid  Spirit  of  Nitre  is  the  | 

of  Salt  peter,  and  doth  encreafe  it  felf  out  o{  Alkali  ? 

Salts  like  as  an  Herb  doth  out  of  the  Earth :  Even  fo  i 

by  the  fame  reafon,  fix  Salt-peter,  which  is  the  root  | 

of  Salt-peter,  admits  of  tranfplantation,  yet  not  by  \ 

fixed  Salts,  like  as  the  fharp  Spirit  does,  but  by  fharp  * 

Salts,  whereto  it  is  to  be  united  by  implantation: 

For,  two  Acidities,  and  two  Alkalies,  cannot  pro-  * 

duce  any  new  Efience ,  but  two  Contraries  doe  al-  ,.i 

ways  produce  a  third.  The  acid  Salt,  which  is  of  1 

the  meaneft  acidity,  and  which  doth  eafilieft  admit  1 

of  being  tranfmuted  into  Salt-peter ,  is  the  common  | 

Kitchin-Salt,  which  we  taught  the  way  but  even  now  j 

of  inverting  by  the  Minera’s  of  Sulphur.  And  if  that  , 

fuch  provifion  cannot  be  had  to  prepare  it  by,  the  ' 

very  Kitchin  fait  it  felf  being  taken  both  in  the  moift  , 

and  in  the  dry  way,  would  perform  the  fame,  as  I 
have  already  fhown  in  other  places  of  my  Writings. 

And  as  for  the  making  of  fix  Nitre,  you  may  meet 
with  the  way  of  doing  that  too  and  agen  in  my  o-  i 
ther  Writings,  and  efpecially  in  that  place  where  I 
have  treated  of  the  dry  feparation  of  wafhing  of  Me-  ’ 
tals,  z>iz,.  when  fulphureous  and  Antimonial  Metals 
are  walhed  by  Nitre.  ^ 

The  way  of  preparing  Spirit  of  Salt ,  necejfary  for  the 
ExtraSiing  of  Gold  and  Copper  out  of  their  Oars  ;  as 
likewife  of  making  good  Salt-peter  of  the  matter  left 
after  the  difiiUation  is  pnifed. 
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MI X  with  two  parts  of  Vitriol  or  Allum,  one  part 
of  Kitchin-falt,  and  throw  in  this  mixture  up¬ 
on  hot  burning  Coals,  the  Spirits  of  which  are  to  be 
taken  in  great  Leaden  Cifterns  inftead  of  Receivers. 

This  operation  (  befides  the  fait  Spirit  it  gives)  yields 
alfo  fharp  Flores.  If  any  fhall  provide  himfelf  with 
double  Leaden  Cifterns ,  and  fhall  make  the  Outer 
one  to  hold  in  it  the  left'er  Ciftern,  and  fb  fill  this 
outer  one  with  cold  water,  he  fhall  obtain  more  plen-  ■ 
ty  of  Spirits  by  reafon  of  this  better  refrigeration.  * 
But  I'uch  Cifterns  requires  a  great  deal  of  Lead  ;  for 
verily  even  thofe  three  alone  which  I  had  in  my  La 
boratory  contained  a  thoufand  and  forty  pounds  of 
fheet  Lead.  ^ 

There  may  be  other  kinds  of  Receivers  applied  to  ' 
this  ufe,  which,  to  reckon  up,  would  be  too  tedious 
in  this  Book. 


The 
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The  matter  remaining  after  the  Diltillation  may 
be  ground  in  a  Mill,  and  one  part  thereof  mixt  with 
two  parts  of  Calx-'vi've-,  and  fo  balls  are  to  be  made 
thereof,  and  to  be  put  upon  wood  and  burnt,  as  we 
fhewed  afore,  that  fo  they  may  be  tranfmuted  into 
Salt- peter. 

But  befides  all  thefe,  there  hath  been  a  far  better 
and  more  compendious  incineration,  and  bettering  of 
the  lefler  and  more  imperfeft  Metals  ftiown  and  de- 
motiftrated  to  my  friends,  in  my  Laboratory,  which 
requires  not  fo  many  Circumftances  and  Labours,  as 

■  the  foregoing  more  prolix  operation,  which  is  per¬ 
formed  by  ilirowing  Common  Salt  upon  the  Coals, 
does :  For  it  is  to  be  done  in  a  peculiar  Furnace,  and 
with  purer  Salts ;  and  being  wrought  about  a  grea¬ 
ter  work,  yields  very  conliderable  profit :  lb  that  it 

I  impregnates  Silver  and  Lead  with  Gold,  with  twen- 
i  ty  four  hours  eafie  labour,  and  renders  them  worth 
j  the  labour  of  (eparation. 

In  like  manner,  Copper  may  by  the  help  of  fuch 
Labours  be  very  much  amended ,  and  gets  no  fmall 
portion  of  Silver,  if  it  be  added  :  fo  that  with  a  little 
fire  and  a  very  few  expences,  every  fort  of  Copper, 
though  it  has  eodured  the  fire  fcarce  twenty  four 
hours,  is  wont  to  be  fo  much  bettered,  as  to  (hew 
in  theTouchhone  the  marks  of  two,  three,  and  fome- 
rimes  fix  Lots,  according  as  it  has  been  diligently  and 
circurafpedly  handled .  Flence  comes  it  to  pafs,  that 
by  vile  and  cvery-where  obvious  Subjects  any  Silver 
and  Lead  may  be  maturated  by  little  and  little  into 
Gold,  and  fo  may  Copper  it  felf  be  ripened  without 
i  any  detriment  into  good  Silver,  by  a  few  repeated 
^  Labours.  Now  thefe  operations  requiring  but  fmall 
cofts,  and  but  a  few  labours  to  accomplilh  it,  may 
be  exerciled  without  intermilfion,  and  bring  vaft  pro¬ 
fit.  Thefe  inventions  are  fuch  as  never  were  as  yet 
thought  on  by  any,  and  fo  never  at  any  time  faw  the 
Light.  Bat  now  they  that  faw  and  learned,  in  my 
;  Laboratory,  the  great  incineration ,  did  not  all  of 
them  fee  this  Labour  and  Artifice,  and  apprehend  its 
(!  ufe,  but  fuch  of  them  onely  that  ftayed  out  confiant, 

’j  even  to  the  end  of  the  whole  Demonfiration  in  my 
I  Laboratory.  And  as  for  fuch  as  too  foon  forfook 
I  their  Mafter  and  the  School,  they  are  (  and  indeed 
very  defervedly  )  altogether  ignorant  of  this  operati¬ 
on.  For  fhould  they  have  been  mafters  of  this  Ar¬ 
canum  too ,  they  would  verily  have  detrimented  me 
more,  which  God  of  his  mercy  prevented,  and  here¬ 
by  provided ,  that  all  [my  Arcana’s]  fhould  not  fall 
altogether  into  mine  Enemies  hands.  .  The  Furnace 
which  I  ufed  about  the  laid  Incineration  and  Melio- 
;  ration  of  Metals,  is  as  yet  in  my  Laboratory,  and 
!  will  haply  there  remain  all  this  But  as  for 

mine  own  part,  I  have  determined  with  my  felf  to 
leave  off  Chymical  Labours,  communicating  them 
I  toothers,  with  whom  this  more  compendious  bet- 
'  rering  of  the  Metals  will  be  yet  longer  to  be  feen. 
Therefore  all  the  whole  Drove  of  my  Enemies , 

■  though  never  fb  big,  will  not  at  all  be  able  to  opprefs 
!;  the  truth,  what -mad  attempts  fbever  they  make  a- 

gainft  it.  For  although  one  or  another  of  them  hath 
'  theeviflily  ftole  from  me  my  Secrets,  yet  prefenrly 
the  Divine  goodnefs  hath  largely  fupplied  me  with  o- 
I  thers.  1  have  now  laid  a  fure  Foundation  in  Alchy- 
n'.y,  and  have  kindled  a  Light  for  both  Friends  and 
I  Enemies,  which  will  very  hardly  be  extinguifht  as 
I  long  as  the  World  endures. 

But  now,  that  fbme  little  knowledge  may  be  had 
of  this  more  compendious  Incineration,  and  bettering 
'  of  Metals,  viz,,  of  Iron,  Copper,  Tin  and  Lead  into 


Silver,  and  of  Lu?7e  into  Gold  ;  I  fay  that  it  is  to  be 
done  in  a  twofold  manner.  The  firft  is,  when  the 
Metals  are  deftroyed  either  with  common,  or  elfe 
with  prepared  and  moift  Chymical  Fires,  and  con¬ 
verted  out  of  their  own  Metallick  being  into  an 
Earthy  nature  and  EOence,  are  imbibed  with  fpiri- 
tual  Salts,  and  burnt  by  a  clofe  Cementation,  fb  as 
by  their  mutual  efficacy  and  actings  upon  each  other, 
to  amend  themfelves,  and  afterwards  by  redudion 
and  feparation  to  yield  forth  Silver  and  Gold  with 
profit.  And  this  Labour  admits  of  being  exer^^fed  in 
as  great  a  quantity  and  plenty  as  any  one  pleafeth, 
and  is  clearly  void  of  tedious  troublefbmenefs,  and 
grpt  expences,  for  one  onely  perfbn  may  difeharge 
this  Operation  in  one  onely  Chimny,  and  that  with 
no  finall  quantity  of  matter  too.  Nay  more,  ( and 
which  is  of  greater  moment )  if  any  one  flrall  in  this 
operation  make  ufe  of  fuch  Salts  as  they  call  Gradua¬ 
ting  Salts,  which  are  eafie  to  be  got,  and  colt  al- 
mofi  nothing,  he  will  get  far  greater  profit,  efpecially 
if  he  fliall  put  Copper-plates  to  be  burnt  with  the 
Metals  reduced  by  the  laid  Cementation  into  afhes, 
which  laid  Plates,  thole  Graduating  Spirits  will  pene¬ 
trate  wholly  and  throughout,  and  in  this  penetration, 
better  them,  and  bring  them  unto  a  more  noble  de¬ 
gree,  fb  as  to  give  on  the  Teft,  Silver  impregnated 
with  Gold.  Nor  is  it  neceffary  that  thofe  Copper¬ 
plates  be  feparated  by  Lead  in  the  fecret  Pot,  fo  to 
get  the  Gold  and  Silver  made  in  them,  by  the  laid 
operation,  though  they  have  already  gotten  a  mean- 
ly-white  Colour.  ’Tis  better  and  more  profitable  to 
put  them  yet  again  in  fome  new  Cementations,  and 
urge  them  more  with  the  violence  of  the  Fire,  and 
they  will  be  enriched  with  a  greater  accefs  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  then  afterwards  are  they  to  be  feparated 
by  adding  a  due  [quantity  of]  Lead,  which  is  [thus] 
done,  when  thef  Lead  containing  the  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  together  with  the  Copper,  are  melted  together 
into  a  great  Cake,  thefe  are  to  be  put  in  the  Furnace, 
which  the  Germans  call  Seigerofen,  that  fb  the  Lead 
melting  may  flow  down ,  and  in  flowing  or  running 
down  may  carry  away  with  it  all  the  Silver  and 
Gold  that  was  in  the  Copper.  By  this  Artifice  is  the 
Copper  conferved,  and  is  to  be  a-new  made  into 
Plates,  and  to  be  ufed  about  new  Labours,  and  be 
again  enriched  with  Gold  and  Silver  by  Cementa¬ 
tion. 

N.  B.  There  is  not  at  all  any  need  of  any  peculiar 
Lead  for  this  feparation  of  the  Copper,  forafmuch 
as  that  Lead  may  be  ufed  thereabouts  which  is  mol¬ 
ten  out  of  the  Powders  of  the  Cement,  and  already 
contains  in  it  Gold  and  Silver,  which  Metals  are  con¬ 
ferved  by  one  and  the  fame  work  in  the  labour  of 
Separation,  and  are  already  gotten  by  the  Gradato- 
ry  Cements  out  of  the  Minerals,  and  the  more  im- 
perfed:  Metals. 

And  this  now. is  my  more  compendious  Incinera¬ 
tion  and  Cementation  of  the  imperfeT  Metals,  to 
make  them  better  and  more  perfed:.  This  Opera¬ 
tion  have  I  fhown  to  fome  Friends  in  my  Laboratory, 
which  will  moreover  be  in  many  places  exercifed 
with  profit.  And  now  any  one  may  eafily  forefee 
and  guefs,  what  fhame  mine  Enemies,  (who  with 
their  Diabolical  Clamours  and  Calumnies,  jay  my 
Writings  are  unprofitable  and  all  over  full  of  Lyes,) 
muftat  length  be  confounded  withall,  and  howbafe- 
ly  they  have  behaved  themfelves.  Nor  verily  is  it 
to  be  doubted  but  that  there  will  be  fuch  frequent 
exercifeand  fo  familiar  a  pradlice  of  Alchymy  (which 
is  an  Art  that  produceth  infinite  benefits)  through- 
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out  all  Europe^  that  even  abundance  of  Work-men 
[or  Trader men]  will  leave  their  Trades,  and  many 
Countrey-men  leave  their  Plows,  and  fet  themfelves 
about  Alchymy,  and  by  the  Affiftance  of  my  Wri 
tings  get  themlelves  Food  and  Rayment  in  an  eafier 
and  pleafanier  way,  even  out  of  the  contemptible 
Sand,  and  abjed  Stones.  Whereupon  it  will  ofne- 
cellity  follow,  that  in  all  thofe  places  where  now 
poverty  is  rife,  plenty  of  Gold  and  Silver  will  again 
come  in  fight.  Thefe  are  new  fruits  which  God  be- 
ftoweth  in  this  Age.  And  every  one  that  gets  fo  far 
as  to  obtain  thefe  truits,let  him  have  regard  to  the  poor 
and  needy,  and  not  forget  his  Benefadours  from, 
whom  fuch  things  proceeded  left  he  pull  upon  him- 
Iclf  the  wrath  and  anger  of  God. 

Moreover,'  there  were  feme  other  Arcana's  ocular¬ 
ly,  demonftrated  in  my  Laboratory,  during  the  fhew- 
ing  of  thofe  meer  prolix  fecrets,  the  reckoning  up  of 
which  here  1  judge  ncedlefs.  Some  of  them  are  of 
no  fmall  concernment,  which  by  the  farne  Sinifter  or 
unluckv  mifhap  fell  into  the  hands  of  mine  Enemies, 
and  will  without  all  doubt  be  by  them  manifefted.- 
For  that  very  reafon  will  I  my  felf  reveal  fome,  in 
my  fecond  Century  (God  permitting)  that  it  may 
not  be  concealed  from  any  one,  what  excellent  fe¬ 
crets  I  have  difclofed  fortheufe  of  mankind. 

’Mongft  other  Arcana's,  this  is  none  of  the  mea- 
neft,  which,  [wz.-.]  teacheth  to  extrad  Copper, 
(by  Waters  of  almoft  no  coftor  charges,  out  of  poor 
Oars  of  Copper  which  are  every  where  obvious,  and 
are  not  rich  enough  to  defray  the  charges  neceflary 
for  a  melting  Fire,)  and  bring  it  to  ufe,  and  that  in 
great  quantity,  and  fb  eafily  as  that  without  quefti- 
on  the  poor  Countrey-men  that  can  very  hardly  fuf- 
tain  themfelves,  their  Wives  and  Children,  will  for 
the  time  to  come  fet  about  fuch  an  Operation,  and 
get  fuch  Minerals  or  Oars,  or  even  the  Scorias  of 
them,  to  extrad  the  Copper  out  of  them  and  fell  it, 
and  fo  provide  themfelves  Food  and  Rayment  againft 
a  fharp  Winter,  whereas  other  wife  they  muft  live 
mifcrably  in  want  and  poverty.  The  Operation  it 
felf  is  this. 

How  Copper  may  eafily  and  very  profitably  he  extracted 
and  made  corporeal  (without  any  melting  or  fufion) 
by  a  certain  Water  of  very  fmall  expences. 

THere  are  two  forts  of  Oars  or  Veins  of  Copper 
met  withall,  fome  are  mixt  with  Sulphur,  and 
refufc  extrading  with  Aqua  Fortis  ;  infbmuch  that 
you  muft  firft  remove  the  Sulphur  from  them  by  ro- 
fting  as  it  were  and  burning  them,  afore  that  Salts 
or  lharp  Waters  can  dilplay  their  virtues  upon  them. 
Now  that  roafting  (or  calcining)  then,  is  to  be  done 
^  on  Hearths  by  the  flame  of  Wood,  on  which,  that 
'  metalline  matter  broken  into  Powder,  is  to  be  un- 
celfantly  ftirred  with  Iron  Inftruments,  fb  long  till 
it  emits  no  more  fulphurecus  ftinch  :  This  done,  they 
admit  of  extradion  with  Aqua  Fortis. 

Other  Mmeras  or  Oars  which  have  no  Sulphur 
admixt  with  them,  need  nor  this  calcining,  for  they 
areto  beonely  heated  red  hot  in  the  Fire  and  quench  t, 
with  Water  and  fo  broken  to  pieces,  and  then  are 
they  made  fit  for  extradion. 

But  all  fharp  Waters  which  dilTolve  Copper  may 
be  u(ed  to  extrad  the  Copper  out  of  poor  coppery 
Oars,  and  that  with  profit,  when  the  Waters  are 
of  no’ great  colls,  but  are  to  be  had  fora  very  little 
charges.  Such  are  an  Acetum  or  Vinegar  of  Corn, 
Acetum  of  Woods,  which  any  Countryman  may  get 
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eafily  .and  in  great  quantity  ;  allb.  Water  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  Water  of  the  Lees  of  Wine,  out  of  which 
aduft  Wine  (or  Brandy)  or  Spirit  of  Wine  is  prepa¬ 
red,  and  which  el(e  are  call  away.  Thefe  two  lat¬ 
ter  are  of  the  meaneft  price,  and  may  therefore 
be  eafieft  of  all  gotten.  The  Operation  it  felf  is  this. 

The  Oars  being  reduced  into  Powder  mull  be  put 
into  fmall  and  low  (Copper)  Pans,  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  Span,  for- if  they  Ihould  lie  too  thick  or  corn- 
pad,  they  would  more  hardly  be  ftirred  with  a 
wooden  Stick  :  Upon  them  thus  lying  in  the  Pans, 
pour  that  acid  Water  the  heighth  ofa  Span  or  atlealt 
a  hands  breadth  above  the  matters ;  then  put  Fire 
under  the  Pans,  let  it  hoil  ftrongly,  and  let  the  mat¬ 
ter  be  uncelTantly  ftirred,  that  fb  the  Water  coming 
to  it  in  every  part,  it  may  extrad  all  the  Copper  the 
more  eafily.  When  this  Water  has  boiled  one  or 
two  hours,  and  fb  gotten  a  moft  green  colour,  and 
that  it  can  dilTolve  no  more  Copper,  it  muft  be  pou¬ 
red  out,  and  more  put  on,  and  be  on  fuch  wife  boi¬ 
led  fo  long  till  it  hath  gotten  the  fame  colour.  Now 
this  pouring  on  is  to  be  repeated  with  new  Water  fo 
often  and  fb  long  till  it  imbibes  ( or  extrads)  no  more 
greennefs,  which  is  a  fign  that  all  the  Copper  is  ex- 
traded  out  of  the  Oars. 

N.  B.  If  there  fhould  be  but  little  Copper  in  the 
Oars,  the  firft  Water  will  extrad:  all  the  Copper, 
and  lb  there  will  not  need  the  pouring  on  any  other 
Water.  Nay  more,  it  fometimes  happens  that  even 
the  firft  Water  would  attrad  more  Copper  if  the 
Oars  had  had  more  of  the  lame.  Therefore  the 
Copper  is  not  to  be  precipitated  out  of  that  Water 
which  hath  not  extraded  Copper  enough,  but  is  to 
bereferved  and  poured  upon  new  Oars,  that  it  may 
be  thoroughly  impregnated  with  Copper,  and  fb  the 
precipitation  with  Iron  may  not  be  ufed  in  vain. 
For  by  how  much  the  more  Copper,  the  Waters 
fhall  be  extraded  (or  held  up  in  them)  fb  much  the 
greater  is  the  gain,  and  lb  much  the  lefs  Water  is  re¬ 
quired  to  this  Work. 

It  is  a  thing  eafie  to  be  underftood  by  him  that 
fhall  thoroughly  fearch  into  this  Operation,  and  ma¬ 
nage  it  with  due  diligence,  fo  as  to  commit  no  er- 
rour. 

N.  B.  If  you  have  ftore  of  thefe  green  Waters, 
put  in  fbme  old  Iron  for  one  or  two  nights,  and  you 
fhall  get  out  the  Copper  that  will  adhere  unto  it  like 
filed  Copper,  and  ’twill  leave  the  Water  white  and 
clear,  which  faid  Water  can  be  ufed  no  more  about 
this  kind  of  extradion,  but  may  be  poured  upon 
Calx-vive  mixt  ’with  Wood-afhes,  andfb  be  dried  up, 
by  the  Air  or  the  Sun,  under  fome  Roof  to  keep  off 
Rain,  and  frorl»  this  ufed  Water,  and  the  Calx  or 
Lime  is  Salt- peter  generated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I 
taught  afore 

N.  B.  This  Copper  which  flicks  on  to  the  Iron, 
is  to  be  freed  from  all  the  Saltifhnefs  by  wafhing  it 
with  common  Water,  and  is  to  be  afterwards  dried, 
and  fb  may  be  ufed  in  the  ftead  of  pure  Copper,  for 
if  molten  it  nothing  at  all  differs  therefrom,*  if  the 
Operation  be  but  well  managed.  Nay  more,  it  has 
in  it  a  moft  notable  Commodity,  as  being  more  ten¬ 
der  and  more  .pure,  and  more  commodious  for  ma¬ 
ny  Operations  than  that  grofs  common  Copper  is. 
’Tis  alfo  very  fit  to  be  converted  into  moft  excellent 
Virdigreefe,  ifit  be  moiftned  w'ith  fharp  Vinegar  and 
let  in  the  heat. 

Moreover  I  have  fhown  in  my  pubiick  Laborato¬ 
ry,  by  what  means  Spirit  of  Salt,  Hqua  Fortis^  Aqua 
Reg^j  and  my  Sal  Mirabilts  may  be  eafily  gotten, 

and 
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and  that  in  great  quantity  too,  by  a  Separatory  Sul 
phur,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  Oil  of  Sulphur  or  of 
Vitriol,  of  which  I  have  very  clearly  treated  in  the 
fecond  part  of  the  Miraculum  Mundi.  Likewife  how 
Gold  may  in  one  quarter  of  an  hours  fpace  be  con¬ 
verted  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis  (in  a  Crucible)  into  its 
firft  matter  ;  or,  into  a  red,  tranfparent,  fulphure- 
ous,  and  foluble  Stone,  which  fulTers  it  felf  to  bedif- 
folved  by  common  Water  into  a  moft  excellent  Me¬ 
dicine.  This  golden  Water  being  poured  to  the 
roots  of  Herbs,  makes  them  to  have  a  golden  pro¬ 
perty,  as  concerning  this  thing  you  may  confult 
my  Treatife  of  the  nature  of  Salts,  and  the  fecond 
part  of  my  Miraculum  Mundi. 

Belides,  I  have  fhown  to  Ibme  of  my  Friends, 
how  in  the  extraction  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the 
poor  Oars  a  Gradatory  and  withall  fixing  Spirit  may 
be  received,  which  is  able  by  graduation  to  perfeCl 
(or  exalt)  any  Argcnt-vive  into  Gold  and  Silver, 
according  as  the  extraction  has  been  made  either  of 
Gold  or  Silver  Oars. 

This  (b  great  a  fecret  hath  as  yet  efcaped  mine 
enemies  hands,  and  fo'  has  that  my  fecret  incineration 
and  cementation  of  Metals,  of  which  they  would 
.  likewile  have  been  Matters  had  they  waited  but  yet 
i  two  or  three  days  longer  ;  for  I  prefently  fhowed 
i  fuch  Operations  to  thole  that  flayed,  and  unto  other 
hnnctt  Spectators. 

I  To  thefemay  be  alfo  added  that  notable  Arcanum 
I  of  bringing  Lead  in  one  quarter  of  an  hours  fpace  to 
■  fuch  a  pals,  by  means  of  a  graduating  Fulmen,  with- 
j  out  almofl  any  cotts,.  as  to  be  fo  impregnated  with 
Gold  as  to  be  worth  the  feparating. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  Arcana  s  with  many  moft  pro¬ 
fitable  difcourfes  have  been  feen  and  heard  in  my 
Laboratory,  a  tedious  and  needlefs  Repetition  of 
!  which  I  willingly  omit. 

I  Finally,  to  mention  fomewhat  by  way  of  addition, 
i  ’tis  necefl'ary  that  I  fay  onely  thus  much,  that  happi¬ 
ly  in  fome  fliort  time,  the  bufmefs  will  fo  come  a- 
bout  that  many  Men  will  not  for  the  time  to  come 
take  on  them  fuch  a  deal  of  care  about  the  laborious, 
coftly,  and  uncertain  ordering  of  Mine  pits,  but  will 
i  rather  lav  hold  on  and  manage  (and  that  with  grea¬ 
ter  profit)  fuch  as  can  be  had  and  gotten  better  on 
!  the  outfide  of  the  Earth.  But  efpecialy  there  will 
t  not  be  a  fevv  whf)  will  let  about  thefe  Cementations 
i  of  mine  for  gains  lake,  for  they  have  many  times 
I  many  lying  idle  by  them,  and  which  yields  them  no 
i  profit,  which  by  this  aflitting  way  they  will  aug- 
'  ment,  and  without  doubt  it  will  be  efteCtedtooby 

i  many.  x  1 

Verily  I  cannot  at  all  lee  (as  far  as  I  know)  whe- 

;  ther  there  can  be  found  any  honefter  and  certainer 
I  way  of  futtaining  Life  in  the  whole  World,  than 
!  this  true  melioration  of  Metals,which  brings  with  it  fo 
great  a  benefit,  for  even  Merchandife  it  lelf  though 
j  it  be  fo  very  gainfull,  yet  doth  it  flick  amidft  Sins, 
;  as  firmly  as  a  Nail  does  in  a  Wall. 

The  Services  of  Lords  and  great  Men  are  labori- 
•  ons  and  full  of  fervitude,  which  many  have  experi- 
;  enced.  And  as  for  War,  that  fnatcheth  away  a- 
;  bundance  of  Men  by  an  immature  death. 

Far  better  therefore  is  it  to  live  quietly  with  one’s 
Family  in  Ibme  poor  Cottage,  and  to  feed  on  a  piece 
I  of  Bread,  than  to  hunt  after  Uncertain  Riches  by 
i  n^oft  great  dangers.  Therefore  1  doubt  not  but  there 
‘  will  be  many  found  for  time  to  come,  who  being 
1  holpen  by  my  Writings,  will  more  comrnodioufly  ful- 
i  tain  themfelves  together  with  their  Wives  and  Chil¬ 


dren,  than  hath  been  hitherto  done.  Nor  do  I  at 
all  doubt,  but  that  many  will  take  it  very  untoward- 
ly,  that  1  have  lb  manifettiy  and  fo  perfpicuoully  re¬ 
vealed  all  things.  For  this  is  often  done  and  daily  is 
it,  that  I  am  upon  that  account  reprehended  by  o- 
thers,  as  the  following  Letter  may  witnefs,  the  like 
of  which  I  could  have  here  added  more  had  1  lb  fitted. 

There  is  no  Body  can  fatisfie.all.  Even  Jupter  is 
not  the  fame-  (or  alike  acceptable)  to  all:  One  is 
troubled  with  hear,  another  is  burthened  with  cold. 
What  things  foever  I  have  written,  they  are  clear 
and  evident  to  fuch  as  are  skilfull  in  the  Art,  and 
have  underftanding  in  the  bufinels,  and  therefore 
they  bad  rathOr  1  had  written  more  darkly.  But  the 
unskilfull  and  ignorant  do  judge  that  I  have  plaid  the 
Sophitterin  Writing,  becaufe  they  hit  not  the  mark. 

Bur  all  their  judgments  and  Cenfures  mought  be 
tolerated  whatever  they  be  that  they  pafs  upon  my 
Writings,  did  they  not  by  reafbn  of  their  ignorance, 
contemn  the  good  things  themfelves,  and  lay  of  fuch 
things  as  are  moft  true,  that  they  are  Fallacies  and 
Lies :  but  this  needs  not  feem  ftrange  toany,forafmuch 
as  fuch  wicked  contemnings  proceed  from  thofe  that 
by  realbn  of  ignorance  and  blockifhnels  do  no  better 
underfland  the  bufmefs.  But  this  is  plainly  diaboli¬ 
cal,  to  be  highly  benefited  by  any  one,  and  to  be 
made  partaker  of  fuch  great  lecrets,  and  yet  after¬ 
wards  impudently  to  deny  the  fame  and  fay,  that 
they  never  had  any  good  thing  conferred  upon  them. 
The  deteflable  malice  and  impiety  of  thefe  Men  hath 
enforced  me  to  manifefl  in  this  Appendix,  fo  many 
excellent  fecrets,  which  I  would  at  no  time  have  laid 
open,  had  I  not  been  fo  treacheroufly  deceived  by 
thofe  perfidious  Men. 

This  is  the  Letter  written  unto  me^  of  which  1  made 

fome  mention  even  now. 

“  ^"T^HOU  haft  written  too  clearly,  and  again  too 
X  “  manifeftly  ;  beware  left  God  ftir  not  up 
“  againft  thee  another  new  Farnerian  Devil,to  punilh 
“  thy  ealinefs  [or  forwardnefs]  of  publilhing  fuch 
“  Myfteries.  For  they  are  not  to  be  profaned  by 
“  the  ungodly,  let  not  the  prefenc  corruption  of 
“  Men  deceive  thee,  and  that  blindnels  [of  theits]} 
“  which  for  the  moft  part  arifeth  therefrom  5  for  all 
“  wicked  Men  are  not  blind,  I  know  many  Farners 
“  that  are  defiled  with  all  kinds  of  Evil,  and  yet 
“  are  not  all  of  them  fo’  Rinded  as  thy  Earner  is. 

Nay,  their  Wit  is  fo  penetrative  and  fo  clear-light- 
“  ed,  that  Ihould  they  but  read  the  divine  Books 
“  that  thou  haft  publilhed  there  would  not  be  a  fe- 
“  cretin  all  nature,  but  they  would  know  it  ;  nay 
“  more,  they  would  in  a  fhort  time  perfefl:  that  Phi- 
“  lofophick  Work.  Which  fhould  itfb  come  to  pafs, 
“  (the  more’s  the  grief)  what  a  many  Slaughters, 
“  what  Whoredoms,  how  many  ruinings!  And  what 
“  evils  of  all  forts  would  break  in  upon  mankind  ;  of 
“  the  which,thou  thy  felf  (though  innocent)  would’ft 
“  be  the  caufe.  I  know  that  the  deteflable  Calum- 
“  nies  of  the  impious  Earner  enforced  thee  to  pub- 
“  lifli  them,  for  he  every  where  reported  and  to  allj 
“  that  thou  wert  ignorant  of  them.  But  my  moft 
“  dear  Sir,  what  is  your  knowledge  as  a  thing  of  no- 
“  thing,  unlefs  another  likewife  knows  that  you 
“  know  it  i  God  knows  that  thou  knoweft,  for  he 
“  gave  thee  thy  knowledge.  Thine  own  confcience 
“  alfo  knows  it.  What  ?  Cannot  thefe  two  moft  plenari- 
“  ly  blefs  or  make  a  Wife  Man  happy  ?  The  pleafurc 
“  that  depends  on  the  Opinion  of  Men  is  unhappy.  In 
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“  vain  do  we  feek  after  true  Felicity  without  us  if 
“  (o  be  its  folid  principle  or  foundation  fhould  be 
“  within  us.  What  matters  it,  if  Men  think  thee  to 
“  be  lefs  learned  than  thou  art,  as  long  as  the  very 
“  light  it  felf  of  nature  (bines  unto  thee  ?  I  would  to 

“  God  that  I  could  once  accomp'lifli  that,  which,  by 

“  thy  divine  Books  it  is  moft  certainly  manifeft  unto 
“  me  thou  haft  perfected,  and  let  all  Men  believe 
“  iTie\o  be  a  moft  ftupid  Fellow  ;  I  wi(h  not  thus, 
“  as  if  I  did  at  all  doubt  of  the  truth  of  any  Work. 
“  For  though  I  fhould  have  perfected  the  whole 
“  work  an  hundred  times,  I  could  fcarce  be  more 
“  certain  of  the  truth  thereof  [than  now.]  He  that 
“  knows  the  way  of  concentrating  Fire,  and  of  uni- 
”  ting  the  terreftrial  Sun  to  this  concentrated  Fire, 
‘‘  and  the  Arcana  so^  Fermentations  doubts  not,  nor 
“  Peeks  after  any  thing  more.  I  may  boldly  (ay, 
“  that  feeing  nature  doth  perform  whatever  (he  has 
“  a  mind  unto,  by  thefe  three,  it  muft  neceflarily 
be,  that  it  fhould  do  fbme  moft  eminent  thing. 
“  But  iff  could  but  once  have  finifhed  the  Work  it 
“  felf  amidft  thole  thoufand  of  bufinelTes  that  have 
“  hitherto  withheld  me,  and  kept  me  off  from  the 
‘‘  Operation,  I  fhould  have  been  long  ago  able  to 
“  wind  my  felf  out  of  the  intricacies  of  this  prefent 
“  Age,  and  wholly  devoted  my  (elf  unto  God,  and 
“  to  the  moft  holy  Philofophy.  I  befeech  thee  there- 
“  fore  my  [dear]  Mafter,  and  entreat  thee  by  God 
and  by  the  moft  laudable  charity  thou  oweft 
“  thy  Neighbours,  to  write  more  obfcurely  for  the 
“  time  to  come,  nay,  and  if  it  may  be,  to  wrap 
“  over  the  Books  thou  haft:  already  publilhed  with 
“  fome  new  cloudings,  left  that  celeftial  treafure 
“  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  unworthy,  and  fo  be- 
“  come  hurtfull  to  pious  Men.  Pardon  Sir  the  li- 
“  berty  cf  my  complaint,  for  there  is  no  other 
“  caufe  thereof  fave  piety  to  God,  and  a  Zeal  to  the 
“  moft  Learned,  moft  upright  Man,  and  one  that 
“  too  well  deferves  from  ungratefull  mankind.  And 
“  albeit  thou  knoweft  not  me,  yet  canft  thou  not  be 
“  unknown  to  the  Curious,  feeing  thou  haft  Written 
“  fuch  wonderfull  things.  Nor  can  there  be  any 
“  one  that  (hall  but  once  have  read  over  thy  Books, 
“  but  he  will  be  highly  obliged  unto  thee,  if  he  has 
“  but  any  light  of  Juftice  [or  Righteoufnefs]  re- 
maiifing  in  him,  &c.  , 

Many  fuch  like  Letters  as  thefe,  have  been  oft- 
times  Pent  me  from  learned  and  skilfull  Men,  ten¬ 
ding  to  this  end,  to  warn  me  not  to  publilh  fuch  ex¬ 
cellent  (ecrets  for  the  time  to  come.  Yet  neverthe- 
lefs,  amongft  thofethat  are  rendred  partaker  offiich, 
there  are  fbme  who  (although  the  Operation  it  felf 
has  been  fometimes  manually  (bowed  them  very 
perfpicuoufly  and  clearly,)  are  notwithftanding  (b 
fottifh  and  ignorant,  as  that  they  cannot  imitate  the 
afore(hown  Operation.  But  fome  therearealfb  that 
are  come  to  fuch  an  heighth  of  Treachery,  as  that 
(being  either  feduced  by  their  own  falfe  malice,  or 
drawn  away  with  the  defire  of  profit,)  they  deny 
even  the  truth,  certainty  and  ftability  of  that  very 
thing  themfelvcs  have  manually  experienced,  and 
dare  to  fay  it  is  falfe,  this  verily  is  an  aftonifhing  and 
deteftably  malicious  wickednefs,  and' juftly  and  de- 
fervedly  gives  every  one  an  occafion  to  fhun  fuch 
devilifh  Men  more  than  a  Dog  or  Snake. 

I  Glauber  may  juftly  and  defervedly  be  compared 
with  a  burning  Candle,  by  ferving  others,  am  I  con- 
fumed  ;  have  not  I  by  the  publifhing  fuch  very  ex¬ 
cellent  Writings  kindled  a  clear  and  new  light  to  the 


whole  World,  and  added  and  confumed  mine  own 
peculiar  Oil,  and  that  in  vain  too,  as  reaping  no  re- 
compence  proceeding  from  a  gratefnll  mind  i 


An  Explanation  of  fome  obfcure  places 
which  are  to  be  met  withaU  in  the  Third 
and  Fourth  Fart  of  the  Profpcrity  of 
Germany,  cmd  in  the  firft  Century. 

In  the  Third  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany. 

IN  the  Operation  'which  teacheth  to  extraCl  Gold  and 
Silver  with  profit^  out  of  all  Oars  or  AletaUick 
Earths ,  in  Page  360 ,  A.  fignifies  Lapis  Calami- 
naris. 

Page  561.  K.  is  once  met  withall  there y  and  fgnifies 
the  fame  Lapis  Calaminaris. 

In  Page  570,  the  fame  Letter  A,  once  put y  fgnifies  the 
fame  Lapis  Calaminaris. 

In  Page  570.  b.  where  we  . treat  of  the  Waters  ufed  about 
Wajhing  or  Edulcor  at  ion  y  and  jhow  their  ufiy  the  Let¬ 
ter  B  fgnifies  pieces  of  Cloth  ,  and  the  Letter  C.  the 
Jhells  of  EggSy  and  all  Cockle-fells  and  Mufcle-Jhells, 
[i9r  Shellfjh~]  of  all  kinds y  in  the  water  and  out  of 
the  water  :  but  the  Letter  D.  denotes  the  Feces  or  Lees 
of  Wine. 

In  the  fame  PagCy  the  Letter  E.  fhows  or  fgnifies  Egg- 
Jhellsy  and  the  Shells  of  all  Shellfif. 

The  Letter  F.  fignifies  Stones  and  Lime. 

In  Page  ;7i.  2..  the  Letter  G.  fignifies  Oil  of  Vitriol. 

In  the  Fourth  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany. 

In  Page  597.  b.  the  Letter  A.  fignifies  one  party  and  B. 
three  parts. 

In  Page  ;98.  a.  by  the  firfi-  X.  is  under  food  Alkalies,  and 
by  the  other  X.  is  meant  a  fixt  Salty  helping  on  Lique- 
fattion  or  Fufion. 

Here  follow  fbme  profitable  Operations,  and  which 
appertain  to  the  Extraflion  of  Merallick  Earths ; 
they  are  indeed  treated  of,  or  publifhed  in  the  firft 
Century;  but  becaufeof  the  omitting  of  fbme  words, 
they  are  hard  to  be  under ftood :  which,  forafmuch 
as  they  comprife  the  things  that  primarily  concern 
the  Extraction  of  Gold  and  Silver ,  it  feemed  to  me 
a  matter  worth  the  while  to  infert  the  fame  in  this 
Appendix,  the  which  (as  I  hope)  will  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to thofe  that  fearch  after  fuch  great  Secrets. 

» 

%l.  By  what  means  volatile  Gold  is  to  be  compendioujly 
extraBed  by  the  moifi  wayy  out  of  coloured  FlintSy 
red  Talky  Granatesy  Sandy  Cl'ayy  and  fuch-like  Oars 
or  Miner alsy  and  made  corporeal. 

Firft  of  all ,  fuch  Minerals  are  to  be  heated  red- 
hot  in  the  Fire,  and  be  quenched,  then  ground 
with  Mill-ftones,  and  are  to  be  put  in  Stone-Pots,  or 
Waldenburg-VoiSy  or  Co/eiw-Pots,  that  in  them  they 
maybe  moiftned  with  pouring  ^7«^  Regta  there¬ 
upon,  Thefe  Pots  you  muft  put  Coals  about,  and 
heat  them  well.  The  Minera’s  being  together  with 
the  Aqua  Regia  well  heated,  there  muft  be  poured 
thereupon  fb  much  Common  warm  water,  as  will 
fuffice  to  wafh  off  the  Aqua  Regia.  Being  on  this 
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wife  moiftiKd,  they  are  to  be  put  into  great  Pots 
made  of  good  Potters  Earth,  having  a  many  little 
holes  in  the  bottom,  over  which  is  ibme  Cap  paper 
to  be  fpread,  that  nothing  of  the  Oars  fall  out 
through  the  holes,  but  the  water  onely  may  diftill 
down.  After  that  all  the  firft  water  is  run  out,  you 
muft  pour  on  more  hot  water,  and  thefe  pourings 
on  are  to  be  fo  often  repeated ,  till  the  water  tafts 
on  more  faltifli,  for  then  it  has  carried  off  with  it  the 
Aqua  Rep^ia  that  contained  the  Gold  in  it. 

N.  B.  The  Pots  are  to  be  fet  upon  a  Bench  or  Dref- 
fer  that  hath  holes  in  it,  fo  that  the  [Waters]  may  pafs 
through  the  bottoms  by  the  holes,  and  Veflelsmay  be 
fet  there  under. 

N.  B  The  Minerals  may  alio  be  put  in  Barrels, 
having  a  double  bottom,  fuch  as  thofe  Barrels  are  in 
which  they  ufe  to  wafli  out  the  Salt- peter  with  Com¬ 
mon  water  out  of  the  Earth  And  now  after  the 
fame  manner  are  the  pourings  on  of  Common  water 
to  be  fo  long  continued  till  there  is  no  more  laltifli- 
nefs  perceived. 

N.  B.  Albeit  that  there  is  no  more  tail:  of  falt- 
nefs  difcernable,  yet  neverthelefs  feme  of  the  Salt 
doth  as  yet  abide  with  them,  [wt,.  with  the  Oars] 
and  which  is  to  be  turned  into  Salt  peter,  on  this 
wife  following. 

How  good  Salt- feter  is  to  he  wade  with  profit  even 
out  of  thefe  Oars. 

MIX  thefe  Minera’s  that  are  thus  deprived  of 
their  Gold  with  an  equal  weight  of  Calx- 
vive  and  Wood  afhes,  then  heap  them  up  in  a  heap 
under  feme  Shed-  or  Pent-houfe,  and  moiften  them 
for  half  a  year,  or  for  an  whole  year  by  repeated 
pourings  on,  of  either  Man’s  pifs  or  Beafts,  as  often 
as  (  after  the  drying  up  of  the  moifture  )  need  re¬ 
quires  In  want  of  Pifs  you  may  ufe  Common  wa¬ 
ter.  By  this  means  the  Aqua  Regia^  which  was  not 
thoroughly  wafht  off  with  the  warm  water,  and  fo 
remained  behind  in  the  Oars,  will,  by  the  affiftance 
of  Urine,  or  even  of  Rain-water,  convert  the  Salt 
in  the  Calx-vive  into  good  Salt-peter,  which  is  to  be 
wafht  off  like  other  Salt  peters,  and  be  reduced  into 
Stria’s  or  Cryftals.  The  remaining  matter  being 
freed  of  the  Salt  peter  by  wafhing  it  off,  may  be  a- 
gain  put  under  the  fame  Shed  or  Roof,  to  keep  off 
the  Rain,  and  be  expofed  to  the  Air  and  Solar  heat, 
and  be  moiftned  with  Urine,  and  it  will  in  its  feafon 
again  yield  Salt  peter,  and  will  even  keep  doing  the 
fame  for  many  following  years,  if  it  be  dealt  with- 
all  on  the  like  manner.  And  fo  even  the  very  Aqua 
Fortis  itfelf,  which  remained  behind  in  the  Oars, 
will  bring  its  benefit.  The  rcafen  of  this  manner  of 
Salt  peter  making  is  this,  becaufe  the  Aqua  Fortis,  or 
Spirit  of  Nitre,  is  as  it  were  the  feed  of  Salt-peter, and 
is  ofthisnature,^^,.  when  it  is  put  among  other  Salts, 
(like  as  when  feme  Vegetable  feed  is  fbwn  in  the 
Earth,)  it  augments  it  felf  thereby,  and  is  multiplied, 
even  as  the  Seeds  of  Herbs  are  wont  to  doe.  And 
haply,  hence  came  that  old  Proberb,  of fowing  Salt^ 
which  the  unskilfull  and  ignorant  mock  at,  faying. 
How  can  it  be  poffibly  done ,  that  Salt  fhould  be 
fewn  and  multiplied  ,  feeing  the  Rain  can  dilfolve  it 
and  wafh  it  away  i*  Thefe  foolifh  ones  did  not  know 
either  what  Salt  was  to  be  fbwn,  or  how.  Evident 
it  is,  that  even  this  is  the  fentence  and  opinion  of 
the  ancient  Philofbphers,  that  even  Salt  may  be  fewn 
and  multiplied  in  the  manner  of  Vegetables. 

N.  B.  Out  of  the  extrafted  Oars  or  Minerals 


being  conjoyned  with  Calx-vive  and  Wood  afhes, 
may  Salt-peter  be  made,  in  a  few  da\s  fpace,  by 
moiftning  the  matters  with  pouring  on,  even  barely 
Common  water,  and  fe  drying  it  up  again  :  but 
then  there  will  not  be  fuch  a  quantity,  as  when 
more  continued  and  more  frequent  pourings  on  of 
Urine  have  preceded. 

N.  B.  It  is  likewife  a  tiling  pofliblc  to  be  done, 
to  make  good  Salt  peter  even  in  one  da\  s  fpace,  with 
the  Waters  ufed  about  the  Edulcoration  [or  wafhing 
of  the  Oars]  if  they  be  poured  upon  Calx-vive  fb 
long  till  all  the  noife  [or  rilling  ceaferh  ]  which  is 
made  in  the  Solution.  And  thus  out  of  the  fharp 
water  of  Salt-peter,  and  the  fix  Salt  in  the  Calx-vive- 
is  prefently  generated  Salt-peter,  fhooting  into  long 
and  delicate  Cryfials,  after  that  the  fupei  fiuous  moi¬ 
fture  fhall  have  been  thence  drawn  off  in  a  Copper- 
pan.  The  remaining  Salt-peter  water  muft  be  again 
boiled  in  a  Copper  even  to  the  appearance  of  a  thin 
skin,  and  then  be  fet  in  the  cold  to  fhoot  more  Salt¬ 
peter  ;  thefe  Labours  are  you  to  go  on  withall  untill 
all  the  Salt- peter  be  boil’d  out. 

I  think  now  that  I  have  written  and  delivered  all 
things  perfpicuoufly  and  clearly  ;  He  that  cannot 
comprehend  them,  muft:  even  let  them  alone  as  an 
Afs  muft:  the  Harp. 

As  concerning  the  fliarp  Waters  which  are  ufed  a- 
bout  the  Extracting  of  Gold  out  of  the  Minerals  or 
Oars,  fo  as  the  Gold  may  not  be  loft  that  is  in  them, 
but  be  conferved,  and  that  with  profit,  there  are  fe- 
yeral  ways  that  offer  themfelves ,  amongft  which  we 
have  thought  good  to  produce  thefe  following. 

5.  The  ways  of  Reducing  volatile  and  fixt  Gold  unto 
a  body,  out  of  the  Edulcorating  Waters  ( fo  called) 
with  which  the  Gold  aforefaid  hath  been  ExtraBed 
out  of  the  Oars  ;  and  alfo  of  ufefully  or  profitably 
improving  the  faid  already  ufed  Waters  themfelves. 

He  that  defireth  to  enter  upon  the  beft  way,  may 
pour  into  the  Solution  of  the  Gold,  or  into  the 
Water  containing  the  diffolved  Gold,  a  Solution  of 
Silver  or  Lead,  and  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  he  fhall 
guefs  the  Gold  is  of,  that  is  diffolved  in  the  Water. 
As  for  Example. 

Suppofe  there  be  two  or  three  Lots  [  Lotones  or 
half  Ounces  ]  of  Gold  in  the  water,  there  muft  then 
likewife  be  diflblved  fe  many  Lots  of  Silver  or  Lead 
in  Aqua  Forth,  or  thereabouts ;  which  Solution  is  to 
be  (  be  it  more  or  lefs)  put  to  the  faid  water,  and 
to  be  well  mixt  by  a  ftrong  fhaking  it  to  and  fro,  rill 
it  becomes  like  Milk.  When  it  fhall  have  fettled,  it 
muft  be  fhaken  again,  and  thofe  ftrong  agitations  muft 
be  feveral  times  repeated  in  an  hours  fpace.  Then 
all  being  well  fettled,  the  clear  water  is  to  be  poured 
off,  and  the  groffer  matter  is  to  be  put  in  a  Filter, 
that  fb  all  the  humidity  may  by  diftillation  [or  filtra¬ 
tion]  be  removed  from  the  diffolved  Lune,  or  diftbl- 
ved  Lead,  and  the  Metals  themfelves  may  afterwards 
by  reduction  be  reduced  into  their  priftine  body,  by 
filch  an  help  as  we  will  prefently  teach 

N.  B.  If  the  Silver  or  the  Lead  fhould  not  have 
extracted  all  the  Gold  out  of  the  Water,  or  drawn  it 
to  themfelves,  which  may  eafily  happen,  yet  not- 
withftanding  there  is  not  any  lofs  of  the  fame.  For, 
becaufe  the  Aqua  Regia  being  debilitated  by  pouring 
plenty  of  water  thereupon  is  rendred  unfit  to  ex¬ 
tract  any  Oar  anew,  there  may  be  poured  into  that 
edulcorating  Water  out  of  which  the  Gold  is  already 
drawn  by  the  Solution  of  Silver  or  Lead,  a  [harp  [or 

ftrong] 
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ftrongj  Lixivium  tnade  ofWood-afhes  and  Calx-vive  A 
and  rcndred  a  little  (harper  by  a  little  Liquor  ot 
Flints.  For  the  Flints  doe  precipitate  all  the  Gold  out 
of  the  Solutions.  And  now  the  Acftia  Regia  being 
kill’d  by  the  Lixivium,  lets  fall  every  Metal  that  it 
has  in  it,  whether  it  be  onety  Gold,  or  Copper,  or 
Iron,  in  the  form  of  a  yellow  Powder:  This  Pow¬ 
der  is  to  be  dried,  and  to  be  reduced  after  that  man¬ 
ner  which  I  told  you  but  now,  that  I  would  teach. 

The  fame  Gold  may  likewife  be  gotten  out  of  the 
Jejua  Regia  (  firft  debilitated  by  Common  water  ) 
very  commodioudy  by  a  Solution  of  Mercury  or 
Quickfilver  put  thereinto  ;  The  Mercury  abides  in 
the  Aqua  Regia,  and  the  Gold  falls  to  the  bottom 
like  a  tender  fine  Powder,  which  being  wafht  and 
made  corporeal  by  rediicltion  will  be  14  Carradts 
fine.  And  as  for  getting  the  Mercury  out  of  the  A- 
qua  Regia,  it  is  not  to  be  better  done  than  by  pour¬ 
ing  thereinto  a  (harp  Lixivium,  by  which  the  Mer¬ 
cury  is  conftrained  to  fall  down  to.  the  bottom  like  a 
yellow  Powder,  which  is  profitable  for  fuch-like  pre¬ 
cipitations.  The  Aqua  Regia  and  the  Lixivium  (erve 
for  to  make  Salt  peter  withall. 

The  Edulcorating-water  out  of  which  all  the  Me¬ 
tals  are  already  reduced  [or  precipitated]  being  boil’d 
in  Coppers,  till  a  skin  appear  at  top,  and  then  pour¬ 
ed  out  into  other  Coppers  or  wooden  Vefiels,  yield 
e.xcellent  Salt-peter,  fit  for  the  diftillation  of  Aqua 
Fortis  for  a  new  Operation.  He  that  is  skill’d  in 
managing  this  work,  will  get  as  much  Salt-peter  as 
will  pay  thecofts  of  the  Aqua  Fortis  ;  infomuch,  that 
the  Gold  is  extraded  without  any  cofts.  For  five  or  fix 
pound  of  Aqua  Fortis,  which  holds  in  it  two  or  three 
pound  ofdiflblved  Salt,and  is  precipitated  with  a  fharp 
Lixivium  of  Calx-vive  yields  about  fonle  ten  pounds 
of  Salt- peter :  and  this  will  certainly  anlwer  the  price 
of  the  Water  or  Aqua  Portis  ;  and  fo  you  will  have 
Gold  extraded  out  of  the  Stones  without  expence 
or  charges. 

Another  and  better  way  of  getting  out  the  Gold  that 
is  Fxtrabhd  out  of  the  Oars,  out  of  the  Aqua  Fortis. 

MAke,  by  Calcination,  (bme  A(hes,  of  one  part 
of  Tin,  and  four  parts  of  Lead,  and  put  them 
in  an  Iron-pot,  whereto  pour  the  extraded  Gold,  or 
the  Aqua  Fortis  containing  the  Gold,  boil  it  and  con¬ 
tinually  (fir  the  Calx  with  an  Iron  rod,  that  fo  all 
the  (harp  Spirits  may  cleave  to  the  Lead  and  Tin 
afhes,  *and  the  Phlegm  onely  may  exhale.  After 
that  the  (aid  Calx  of  the  Metals  hath  concen¬ 
trated  all  the  Spirits,  and  is  become  wholly  dry,  let 
it  be  taken  out,  and  be  caft  upon  Coals  in  a  (ecret 
Melting-pot  or  Crucible,  in  which  operation  the  fire 
forceth  out  all  the  Spirits  into  the  Recipient,  which 
are  to  be  again  made  ufe  of  for  new  Extradions. 
The  volatile  Gold,  and  which  is  mixt  with  Iron,  ad¬ 
heres  to  the  Calx  of  the  Metals,  and  is  to  be  reduced 
in  the  Furnace  which  the  Germans  call  Stichofen  ; 
whereby  the  Lead  impregnated  with  the  Gold,  and 
exalted  by  it,  is  gotten,  which  by  (eparation  yields 
the  Gold  and  Silver. 

N.  B.  If  that  Lead  (hould  not  contain  Gold  e- 
nough  as  to  be  worth  the  while  of  feparating  it  on 
the  Cupel  [or  Tell]  it  is  to  be  again  commixt  with 
Tin,  .and  be  reduced  into  A(hes ,  and  by  this  Calx 
are  new  Extradions  to  be  Concentrated,  that  (6  by 
the  fo  many  repeated  Labours,  the  Lead  is.at  length 
made  rich  enough,  and  yields  (by  (eparation)  a  good 
portion  of  Gold  and  Silver. 


If  ( in  the  feparating )  the  matter  be  turned  by 
the  blaft  of  Bellows  into  Litharge,  it  is  not  needfull 
to  melt  fuch  a  deal  of  Lead  on  the  Tells,  which 
would  require  fo  much  fire.  But  however,  it  is  a 
thing  feafable  for  the  Gold  to  be  gotten  out  of  [or 
by]  the  Tefts  without;  melting,  which  (hall  be  taught 
afterwards. 

5J.  plow  an  Aqua  Regia  is  eafly  acquired  for  the 
Extrablien  of  Stones. 

FOrafinuch  as  Spirit  of  Salt  may  be  had  in  great 
quantity,  you  need  onely  difiblve  feme  salt¬ 
peter  therein ,  and  this  Solution  is  to  be  ufed  to  ex- 
trad  the  Minerals  withall.  For  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
being  made  ftronger  by  the  Salt  peter,  doth  readily 
and  willingly  (eize  upon  the  tender  Gold  that  is  in 
the  Stones.  And  as  for  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  it  may 
be  ufed  as  it  comes  over  in  the  firft  diftillation  with¬ 
out  any  redification, 

g6.  An  eafier  way  of  getting  an  Aqua  Regia  ufefull 
for  extraPlion. 

Becau(e  that  thele  Operations  do  always  bring 
forth  Silver  impregnated  with  Gold,  and  that 
Aqua  F'ortis  is  requifite  to  make  the  Separation  of 
them;  the  Solution  of  Silver  may  be  uled,  and  lb 
the  labour  of  the  aforefaid  incineration  be  omitted. 
Into  thQ-Aqua  Regia  wherewith  you  have  extraded 
the  Gold,  pour  in  a  Solution  of  Silver,  and  it  will 
fifli  out  the  greateft  part  of  the  Gold  out  of  the  Aq. 
Reg.  and  is,  [viz,,  the  Aq.  Reg-.]  to  be  afterwards 
made  ufe  of  to  a  new  extradion,  and  be  again  diver¬ 
ted  of  its  extraded  Gold  by  a  Solution  of  Silver.  In 
want  of  a  Solution  of  Silver,  the  extrad  is  to  be  con¬ 
centrated  with  the  A(hes  of  Lead,  and  you  muftpro* 
ceed  (by  driving  off  the  Spirit  outof  the  A(hes,  and 
by  reducing  the  ftme  A(hes  in  a  Furnace,)  after  the 
fame  manner  as  we  taught  you  but  now  in  our  fore¬ 
going  diredions. 

N.  B.  You  are  here  to  note,  that  the  Aq.  Fort. 
which  containeth  in  it  the  dilTolved  Silver,  and  is 
poured  into  the  Aq.  Reg.or  nitrous  Spirit  of  Salt, 
doth  add  an  encreale  unto  the(e  (ame  Waters.  For 
the  Aq.  Fort,  doth  corroborate  the  Spirit  of  Salt  far 
better  than  Salt-peter  doth. 

57,  How  the  Silver  (wherewith  the  Gold  has  been  fepa- 
rated  out  of  the  Aq.  Regia)  is  to  be  gotten  [or  redu- 
cecf]  out  of  its  Calx. 

After  that  the  SoIution,of  the  Silver  being  poured 
into  the  Aqua  Re^z^,hath  extraded  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Gold  ;  the  Aqua  Regia  is  to  be  poured  off"  clear 
from  the  Silver  remaining  in  the  bottom ,  and  is  to 
be  ufed  about  new  Extradions.  But  if  (b  be  it* 
(hould  yet  contain  Iron  in  it,  it  muft  be  concentra-^ 
ted  by  Lead  alhes.  The  white  Calx  of  Silver  is  to 
be  put  upon  fome  Cloth  over  a  glafs  or  ftone  Vef- 
fel,  and  lb  is  to  be  freed  from  the  remaining  Aqua 
Regia,  which  will  drop  from  it  ;  and  by  pouring  on 
of  warm  water,  it  muft  >e  altogether  rid  of  the  Aqua 
Regia,  which  as  yet  adheres  thereunto.  This  done, 
your  Linnen-cloth  being  -ftrong  and  three  double  , 
the  Common  water  is  to  be  fqueezed  ftrongly  there¬ 
out  of,  and  the  Calx  it  felf  laid  by,  to  dry ;  which 
may  afterwards  be  reduced  in  the  Secret  Crucible  , 
or  be  ufed  about  a  Cementation  of  Lapis  Calaminaris 
into  Gold  and  Silver. 
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58  How  the  faid  Calx  of  Silver  is  to  he  reduced,-^ 
vjitbout  any  lofs  of  its  weighty  and  without  any  De¬ 
triment. 

Forafinuch  as  this  white  Calx  of  Silver  is  made  (b 
very  volatile  by  the  Salts,  as  thatit  cannot  be  redu¬ 
ced  at  all  in  the  common  melting  Pots  or  Crucibles 
without  great  Detriment,  there  is  no  way  ofpreven- 
ting  that  lofs  more  commodioiifly  than  this  which 
follows. 

Mix  this  filvery  Calx  with  an  equal  weight  of  a 
Sal  Alkaliy  and  caft  it  into  the  lecret  red  hot  Cru¬ 
cible,  wider  at  bottom  and  narrower  at  the  top,  the 
which  you  muft  cover  with  its  Cover  made  of  the 
Lute  of  Wiiedom.  By  this  means  will  the  Calx  melt, 
nor  will  it  lofe  any  thing  by  fume,  nor  will  it  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  melting  Pot  or  Crucible :  and  fb  the 
Silver  impregnated  with  the  Gold  will  be  conferved 
without  hurt,  which  being  granulated  the  Gold  may 
be  feparated  by  Aq.  Fortss :  Now  this  very  Solution 
of  the  Silver  by  the  Aq.  ForttSy  may  be  again  ufed  to 
gather  [or  feparate]  more  new  extraLT:ed  Gold,  and 
lb  will  afterwards  produce  the  Silver  to  be  reduced 
the  fame  way  we  inftruded  thee,  and  Co  give  thee 
a  perpetual  Separatory  Operation  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  which  may  every  where  be  exercifed  with  a 
great  deal  of  profit. 

59  Another  way  teaching  to  reduce  fugacious  Silver  with 
greater  profit. 

Put  upon  the  Rudder  of  thy  Silvery  Ship,  the  lit¬ 
tle  Fifli  called  Remoray  that  {b  it  may  be  freed  from 
its  fpeedy  flight,  and  abide  quiet.  Melt  thy  laid  Ship 
together  with  the  Remora  that  fits  on  the  Rudder  in 
the  fecret  four-(quare  melting  Pot,  in  which  melting 
together,  there  is  not  onely  recovered  all  the  Silver 
without  any  Detriment,  but  it  doth  alfo  get  an  in- 
creale  of  its  weight,  out  of  the  white  Briftles  or  Fins 
of  the  little  Filh,  and  becomes  enriched  with  Gold 
by  its  Bloud  :  fo  that  this  Additament  yields  (in  the 
Redudion)  a  greater  quantity  of  better  Silver  than 
other  Additaments  do.  But  as  concerning  other 
Commodities  or  Benefits  that  this  fugacious  Silver 
beftows,  it  fliall  (God  willing;  be  taught  after¬ 
wards. 

Thus  much  was  I  willing  at  prefent  to  teach  and 
reveal,  concerning  the  extrading  of  volatile  Gold 
out  of  Stones  and  the  poorer  Oars,  and  of  a  fuccef 
five  graduating  of  Silver  into  Gold.  There  fhall  be 
more  taught  elle where. 

^40  A  gninfull  extraSlion  out  of  the  poor  Oars  or  Udine- 
rds  of  Silver  and  Coppery  by  the  moift  way. 

*  Thefe  Minerals  or  Oars  are  to  be  dealt  with  after 
th^fame  way  as  we  Ihowed  above  about  the  Mine- 
ra’s  of  Gold,  viz.,  they  are  to  be  heated  red  hot, 
quenched,  and  ground  with  Mill-ftones,  and  be 
moiftned  with  Aqua  Fortisy  and  to  be  extraded  af¬ 
ter  the  like  manner  as  the  Oars  or  Minera’s  of  Gold 
are,  all  the  difference  being  onely  in  the  Waters ; 
for  Aqua  Regis  is  to  be  ufed  to  extrad  the  Gold 
with,  and  Aqua  Fortis  for  the  extradion  of  the  Sil¬ 
ver.  If  therefore  there  be  the  Minera’s  of  Gold  and 
Silver  at  hand,  the  Gold  is  to  be  extraded  by  Aqua 
RegiSy  and  the  Silver  by  Aqua  Fortts  ;  and  both  the 
Solutions  are  to  be  mixt  together,  in  which  mixion 
the  Silver  precipitates  to  the  bottom  in  the  Aqua  Re- 


\gisy  and  withall  fifheth  out  the  Gold  out  of  the 
dRegis.^ 

Neither  is  it  here  any  impediment  if  the  Oar  of 
Silver  fhould  alfo  contain  Copper  in  it,  which  will  be 
extraded  together  with  the  Aqua  Fortis.  For  the 
^Iver  and  Gold  fall  down  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
Copper  abides  in  the  Aqua  RegiUy  which  is  again  fit 
to  extrad  more  Gold  withall,  and  may  indeed  be 
ufed  as  many  times  as  any  one  fhall  pleafe.  The 
Copper  it  felf  is  extraded  out  of  the  Aqua  Regis  by 
Iron  Plates,  but  they  tinge  the  Aqua  Regis  with  a 
yellow  Colour,  and  therefore  make  it  altogether  uri* 
fit  for  any  farther  labours  of  this  kind.  Better  is  it^ 
therefore  to  concentrate  it  upon  the  Aflies  of  Lead, 
that  fb  that  fpiritual  Iron  in  the  Aqua  Regisy  may 
convert  fome  of  the  Lead  into  Gold  by  Gradation, 
and  the  Aqua  Regss  it  felf  having  been  fb  often  ufed 
may  be  yet  again  ufed. 

41  Another  far  e  after  way  of  plentifully  extra  Bing  Gold 
and  Stiver  out  of  the  poor  Miner  as  or  Oarsy  Sand  and 
Clayy  and  the  like  Minerals  without  the  Fire  of  mel¬ 
ting. 

Fill  a  Glafs  Cucurbit,  or  one  made  ofthebefl: 
Earth,  and  excellently  well  luted  a  little  more  than 
half  full,  with  the  Minera,  Sand,  or  Stones  con¬ 
taining  in  them,  fugitive  and  fix  Gold,  and  hereup¬ 
on  pour  as  much  of  the  following  Menfruum  as  is 
fufRcient  to  moiften  them  ;  then  prefently  put  on  an 
Alembick  (for  aflbon  as  ever  the  difiblving  Water  is 
poured  on  the  Oars  or  Minera’s,  it  prefently  works 
and  fumes)  and  draw  off  therefrom  (in  Sand)  all 
the  humidity  by  Diflillation  :  that  fo  in  the  diftilling 
the  Gold  it  felf  may  be  diflblved,  and  the  Aqua  Re- 
gts  it  felf  may  by  Diflillation  be  recovered  ;  which  is 
again  profitable  for  a  new  Operation,  as  we  fhall  tell 
you  by  and  by.  All  the  moifture  being  drawn  off, 
let  the  Cucurbit  cool  in  the  Sand,  and  then  take  it 
out, and  put  in  fome  Water, that  the  Mincra’sand  Salt 
may  befbftned.  Now  extrad  very  carefully  and  dili¬ 
gently,  all  the  Salt  out  of  the  Oar,  in  which  faid  Salt  is 
the  Gold  that  is  extraded  out  of  the  Oars  or  Minera’s, 
and  boil  it  up  into  a  red  Salt,  to  which  muft  be  ad¬ 
ded  fome  Litharge,  and  fo  muft  be  molten  in  fuch 
Pots  as  will  not  break.  The  Litharge  will  imbibe  all 
the  Gold,  which  how  it  is  to  be  feparated  from  the 
Lead,  we  will  prefently  teach  in  the  following  dif- 
courfb. 

41  "The  preparation  of  the  Water  necefary  to  this  ex- 
traBion. 

I 

For  the  extradion  of  Gold,  Salt  is  to  be  diflblved 
\n  Aqua  Fort  is  y  and  for  the  extradion  of  Silver,  yoU 
muft  diflblve  Salt-peter  in  Aqua  Fortts.  With  thefe 
Waters,  of  which  you  may  furnifh  your  felf  with 
plenty  without  any  great  labour,  moiften  the  Oars 
and  then  diftill  them  off  again  from  the  faid  Oars, 
and  they  will  be  always  fit  for  fuch  like  Operations, 
infbmuch  that  you  need  never  to  make  new  Waters. 
Nay  more,  in  all  the  feveral  Operations  and  Extrac¬ 
tions  of  the  Oars,  they  will  be  more  and  more  aug¬ 
mented,  lb  that  if  thou  ufeft  but  at  firft  no  more 
than  two  pounds  of  the  fame  Waters,  they  may  fuf- 
fice  thee  for  infinite  extradions. 

N.  B.  By  this  means,  all  the  Gold,  how  little  fo- 
ever,  may  be  extraded  by  thee  out  of  all  Flints, 
Sand,  and  other  Minerals  without  any  expences, 
the  Fire  onely  excepted. 

R  r  r  r  r  This 
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This  aUb  is  expedient  for  me  here  to  ftiow,  that 
fometimes  there  are  to  be  found  fugacious  Minera’s 
ofGo^d  and  coloured  Flints  which  are  fufficiently 
rich  with  Gold,  and  are  painted  as  ’twere  with  deli¬ 
cate  colours,  -viz,,  green,  sky-colour,  and  red ;  but 
in  the  heating  them  red  hot,  thofe  colours  vanilh, 
and  leave  the  Flints  white.  Such  as  thefe  admit  not 
of  heating  red  hot,  like  as  others  do,  which  retain 
their  colours  in  a  red  hot  Fire.  Therefore  fitch  muft 
be  reduced  into  Powder  without  any  previous  hea¬ 
ting  red  hot,  and  you  muft  extraft  them  [as  they 
are]  that  lo  the  volatile  Gold  may  be  attraded  by 
the  Aejuti  which  laid  Gold  being  abftracted 

[again]  by  the  Allies  of  Lead  commits  it  felf  to  [or 
imbibes  it  felf  in]  thefaid  Afhes,  which  are  to  be  re¬ 
duced  by  the  help  of  the  fecret  Crucible ;  in  which 
Reduction,  the  Gold  becomes  corporeal  and  admits 
of  being  feparated  from  the  Lead  with  profit. 

JV,  B.  Such  Stones  may  likewife  be  mixed  with 
the  fharp  coagulated  Spirits,  and  thefe  [Spirits]  may 
be  forced  over  by  a  Retort;  For  ro,the  fugitive  Spirits 
of  the  Salts  carry  over  with  them  the  Volatile  Gold, 
and  make  a  very  excellent  Gradatory-water,  tranf- 
rauting  fugitive  Mercury  into  Gold,  with  greater  pro¬ 
fit,  than  if  this  very  volatile  Gold  had  been  made 
Corporeal  with  Lead. 

This  fecret  is  none  of  the  leaft  of  thofe  which  teach 
the  Extradion  of  Gold  out  of  colour’d  Flints  or 
Stones. 

Such  a  volatile  Gold  may  alfb  pafs  into  other  Me¬ 
tals  by  gentle  Cementations,  and  fo  become  fix,  and 
will  bring  no  finall  profit,  nay  rather  a  greater  be¬ 
nefit  than  if  it  were  gotten  out  by  fufion.  In  fuch 
Cementations,  the  volatile  Gold  hath  time  of  getting 
a  .body  with  the  other  Metals,  and  of  acquiring  a 
fixity,  and  is  as  it  were  a  golden  Seed,  which  aug¬ 
ments  it  felf  into  Gold,  in,  or  out  of  the  Metallick 
Earth. 

4b  Another  Wetter  to  KxtreiFt  Gold  and  Silver  withall. 

For  Gold,  let  Salt ;  for  Silver,  let  Salt-peter  be 
diftblved  in  the  Water  [or  Aojaa  Fortis']  and  let  be 
thereto  added  as  much  Oil  of  Vitriol  as  half  the  Salt 
is  you  put.  This  Water  extradeth  Gold  and  Silver 
out  of  the  poor  Minera's  Sand  and  Stones,  and  re- 
quireth  the  fame  operation  as  the  precedent  ones  doe.  j 
It  is  likewife  augmented  even  to  infinity,  infbmuch,; 
that  Gold  and  Silver  may  be  extraded  out  of  the ! 
poor  Mines  vvithout  Cofts,if  you  except  but  the  fire,  i 

JV.  B.  Oil  of  Sulphur  does  the  fame  that  Oil  of 
Vitriol  doth,  and  therefore  may  it  ferve  inftead  there- , 
of  in  fuch  Extradions  of  <Gold  and  Silver. 

44.  Another  far  eafier  way  of  plentifully  ExtraFling 

Gold  and  Stiver  out  of  the  poor  Mineret  s  or  Oars , ; 

with  very  little  or  in  a  manner  no  Cofis  at  ad. 

Mix  the  Oars  or  Minera’s  with  their  due  Waters, 
and  therewithal!  fill  fmall  Pots  or  Crucibles  made  of 
the  beft  Earth,  which  put  near  one  another  in  a  great 
Iron  pot.  Put  an  Alembick  upon  the  Pot,  and  draw 
'  off  the  Spirits  by  diftillation,  which  [Spirits]  will  re¬ 
quite  all  thy  disburfements,  and  will  fo  give  thee 
Gold  Gratis,  which  you  are  to  wafh  out  of  the  Oars 
with  Water,  and  get  it  [or  corporifie]  by  Saturn. 

45.  Another  yet  eafier  way. 

Moiften  the  Oars  with  their  due  Waters,  caftthem 


in  by  little  and  little  upon  the  live  Coals,  and  that  !  / 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  we  taught  thee  about  diftilling 
Spirit  of  Salt.  By  this  Diftillation  the  Spirits  pafs 
into  the  receiving  Veffels,  and  the  Gold  and  Silver 
are  diffolved  and  ftay  behind  with  the  Sal  Mirahilu, 
and  is  to  be  wafht  out  of  the  Oars  with  Water,  anti 
to  be  molten  with  Saturn.  Thus  is  gotten  the  Gold 
and  Silver  that  was  in  the  Minera's  or  Oars,  with¬ 
out  any  expences,  and  the  Spirits  quit  all  the  Cofts. 

46.  Hodv  Gold  and  Silver  may  plentifully  be  extraded 
cut  of  Fat  Clay. 

Although  that  the  Extradion  of  Gold  and  Silver 
by  moift  waters  is  a  fordid  operation,  as  was  afore- 
faid  at  the  beginning,  yet  is  it  not  done  without  pro- 
fit ;  becaufe  the  Gold  and  Silver  may  be  gotten  out  m 
of  the  Waters  by  precipitation,  and  of  the  ufed  Wa-  | 
ters  may  Salt-peter  be  made.  But  now  the  cafe  is  I 
far  otherwife  with  fat  Clay,  for  that,  it  being  far,  the  } 
Spirits  hide  themfelves  therein,  that  the  one  haU\  i 
thereof  can  hardly  be  recovered, mnlefs  fuch  an  Earth 
be  freed  of  its  fatnefs  by  heating  it  red-hot ;  and  this 
requires  fbme  labour  to  effed  it. 

But  feeing  that  in  all  places  of  the  V/orld,  where- 
fbever  any  Earth  is,  there  is  fuch  a  kind  of  Earth, 
and  that  in  no  fmall  quantity,  that  contains  Gold 
and  Silver  :  and  there  hath  not  as  yet  been  any  bo¬ 
dy  that  hath  endeavour’d  to  reduce  it  to  any  profit, 
and  bring  it  into  ufe,  but  efpecially  when  it  contains 
not  in  it  fb  much  Gold  and  Silver  as  to  defray  the 
charges  of  feparating  it  by  Lead.  But  I  have  found 
out  a  very  eafie  way  of  doing  it  with  profit,  and  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  difclofe  that  Artifice  for  the 
publick  good  ;  and  it  is  thus  ; 

Mix  fuch  an  Earth  as  contains  therein  Gold  and 
Silver  with  the  Water  of  Vitriol,  which  I  have  afore 
deferibed,  and  make  it  up  into  balls  fbmewhat  bigger  ^ 
than  ones  fift,  which  throw  orderly  and  by  little  and 
little  into  my  firft  Furnace,  or  into  my  fecond  diftil- 
latory  Furnace,  and  draw  off  the  Spirit  by  Diftillati-  : 
on.  The  diffolved  Gold  and  Silver  remaining  in  tlie  [ 
Sal-Mirabilis  is  to  be  extraded  out  of  thofe  balls  bro¬ 
ken  fmall,  with  warm  water,  and  to  be  reduced  by 
Lead,  after  the  afore  deferibed  manner. 

t 

47.  By  what  Artifice  Gold  may  be  plentifully  and  eafily 
extrabied  out  of  Granates,  Agates,  Sappires,  Rubies, 
Sand,,  or  other  hard  Minerals  whtch  fujfer  not  them¬ 
felves  to  be  tamed  neither  with  Lead,  nor  with  fharp 
Waters. 

It  is  certain  that  all  Granates,  what  Colour  foever 
they  are  of,  or  what  place  foever  you  meet  with  them 
in,  whether  you  have  them  out  of  Rivers,  or  wafh  , 
them  out  of  Sand  or  fat  Clay,  or  that  you  find  them  ! 
in  the  high  Mountains  and  Rocks  ;  they  always  con-  j 
rain  in  them  much  Gold  :  but  by  reafbn  of  their 
Glaffy  nature,  they  cannot  by  any  means  be  extrad¬ 
ed  with  Aqua  Fortis  or  ftrong  Waters,  nor  can  they 
by  reafbn  of  the  hardnefs  of  their  bodies  fufion  be 
molten  with  Lead.  Hence  it  is,  that  as  hitherto  they 
have  never  been  fo  handled  as  to  have  their  Gold  ex- 
traded  out  of  them  with  profit,  and  therefore  are  ^ 
they  negleded  as  unprofitable,  unworthy,  abjed,  1 ' 
and  contemptible  Minerals,  whereas  notwithftanding 
it  is  a  thing  feafible  for  a  man  to  enjoy  their  Gold 
and  Silver  with  a  little  labour,  and  as  it  were  with¬ 
out  any  trouble.  But  now  what  courfe  muft  we 
take  to  doe  this,  feeing  they  elude  the  fharpeft 

powers 
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powers  or  efficacy  of  all  ftrong  or  fharp  WMers, 
whereby  their  he^rt  may  be  penetrated,  and  Gold 
mav  be" extraded  out  of  their  bowels  i  I  anfwer  ; 
Thev  are  to  be  overcome  by  Concentrated  Spirits, 
and  "which  are  reduced  to  the  form  ot  Salt,  as  alfo 
by  a  fufile  Salt  of  Lead,  and  be  fo  divefted  of  the 
Gold  they  contain  in  them ,  and  without  this  will 
the  vidory  over  them  hardly  be  obtained.  For  Spi¬ 
rits  being  reduced  to  the  form  of  Salt,  doe  abide  the 
hre  nioft  patiently,  and  perform  a  double  labour ; 
one  by  their  Acrimony,  the  other  by  a  ftrong  fire, 
infomuch  that  nothing  can  efcape  their  power  j  and 
therefore  all  things  are  tamed  and  fubdued  by  them, 
and  doe  afterwards  readily  obey  the  virtues  or  power 
of  Saturnine  Salt,  and  yield  forth  their  Gold  by  fu- 

iion. 

47.  A  Demonfir ation,  above  the  reach  of  any  Confuta¬ 
tion  (hewing  that  more  Gold  and  Silver  may  be  got¬ 
ten  out  of  tht  Oars  or  Minerals  of  Gold  and  Silver,  by 
the  hitherto  prefer ibed  ways,  by  fiarp- Waters  or  Salts, 
and  in  a  manner  without  Cofis,  than  is  wont  to  be  done 
by  many  Expences,  and  by  the  fire  of  Melting. 

I  believe  it  is  not  unknown  to  any  one  that  is  but 
a  little  acquainted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Mine- 
ra’s  of  Gold,  that  the  Gold  cannot  be  gotten  out  of 
them  without  the  addition  of  Lead,  or  the  hCip  of 
fome  matter  rendring  the  fufion  more  eafie.  And 
now  when  fuch  Oars  contain  but  little  Gold  ,  and 
contrariwife  much  Lead,  or  matters  requifite  to  pro¬ 
mote  fufion  are  of  neceffity  to  be  the^to  ufed,  how 
can  it  be,  that  that  little  portion  of  Gold  or  Silver 
fhould  recompence  or  defray  fuch  great  expences . 
Therefore  fuch  poorer  Oars  have  hitherto  lain  as 
caft  aways,  as  being  uncapable  of  bearing  the  Ex¬ 
pences  of  feparation,  and  fo  are  not  put  to  any  life, 

nor  are  at  all  profitable.  _  v  ^  u 

But  admit  that  the  Oars  do  contain  as  much  Gold 
and  Silver,  as  that  the  Cofts  of  melting  may  be  re¬ 
paid  by  them;  yet  fuch  a  fufion,  compared  with  thjis 
invention  of  mine  of  Extrafting  Gold  and  Silver  with 
Waters  and  Salts,  is  as  if  you  fhould  compare  Water 
with  Wine,  or  the  night  with  the  moft  bnghtfome 

day,  which  have  no  comparifbn. 

For,  firft  of  all,  the  common  melting  of  Metals  is 
accompanied  with  far  greater  Expences,  than  that 
Extradion  of  mine  with  Salts,  which  verily  needs 
but  a  very  little  charge.  Then  farther,  it  can  ne¬ 
ver  be,  that  all  the  Gold  fhould  be  fb  perfeftly  Ex- 
trafted  out  of  the  Oars ,  but  that  fome  of  the  fzmt 
will  abide  in  the  Scoria’s ;  befides,  the  volatile  Gold 
and  Silver,  which  muft  necelfarily  be  blown  oft  by 
the  vehement  blaft  of  the  bellows,  and  the  acutenefs 

of  the  fire,  and  fo  be  loft.  .  .  1  -re 

Now  amongft  all  the  conveniencies  that  ante  from 

the  Extradling  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  poor 
Mines,  that  is  none  of  the  meaneft,  viz,^  that  not 
onelv  all  the  fix  Gold  and  Silver  are  conferved  by 
the  Salts,  but  alfb  the  Volatile  too,  and  this  la^er  is 
made  fix  and  conftant  in  the  fire,  together  with  that 
former  fixt  part,  whereas  by  the  I’ufing  fire  it  is  all  of 

N.  B.  For  the  Waters  of  the  Salts  doe  make  the 
volatile  Spirits  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  which  other- 
wife  would  vanifh  away  fix  and  conftant  ;  for  by  a 
ftrong  blaft  and  force  of  fire  are  they  rendred  yet 
more  fugacious.  Hence  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  [there 
is  but  the]  one  half  part  of  that  Gold  extracted  by 
the  fire  of  the  ufual  way  of  melting,  that  the  Waters 


of  Salts  get  out  of  the  Oars.  Upon  this  account  my 
Invention  doth  not  onely  yield  this  commodioufneis 
as  to  get  both  the  fix  and  volatile  Gold  and  Silver  to¬ 
gether,  without  any  detriment  out  of  the  Oars,  but 
alfo  gets  not  a  little  in  fparing  Coals,  (  not  to  menti¬ 
on  this,  that  one  man  does  more  in  the  Extraftion 
of  Gold  and  Silver  by  Salts,  than  three  men  are  wont 
CO  doe  in  the  common  way  of  Fufion. 

By  what  hath  now  been  faid,  it  is  evidently  appa¬ 
rent,  what  a  deal  of  benefit  and  profit  this  invention 
will  bring  in  all  places  of  Germany.  For  this  Extrac¬ 
tion  may  be  uted  commodioufly  and  profitably,  not 
onely  in  all  Minera's  or  Oars  both  rich  and  poor 
ones,  but  alfb  may  be  uted  in  Extracting  the  Gold 
and  Silver  out  of  all  colour’d  Flints,  wherewith  all 
Rivers,  Brooks  and  Fields  do  abound. 

But  fome  or  other  may  haply  fay  here,  by  what 
means  can  it  pofTibly  be,  that  Gold  and  Silver  fhould 
be  extracted  out  of  the  Stones  that  lie  too  and  agen 
every  where  in  the  Streets  ?  I  anfwer  fuch,  that  in¬ 
deed  it  is  very  rare  to  find  fix  Gold  and  Silver  in  fuch 
Stones,  but  yet  they  have  in  them  a  fjpiritual,  un¬ 
ripe  and  volatile  Gold,  which  is  not  onely  made  fix 
and  conftant  in  the  extraction  made  by  Salts,  but 
it  doth  likewite  turn  fome  of  the  Lead  it  felf  that  is 
added  in  the  fuling  and  feparating  it  into  its  own  na¬ 
ture  by  Graduation.  Hence  ’tis  evident,  that  in  all 
places  of  the  Terreftrial  Globe  wherefoever  Stones 
are,  good  Gbld  and  Silver  may  be  gotten  with  pro¬ 
fit,  by  a  little  labour  and  fraall  cofts.  Praife  and 
glory  be  eternally  given  to  the  moft  bountifull  Lord 
God  for  fuch  Inventions.  Amen. 

Thefe  are  the  Secrets  which  I  publickly  demon- 
ftrated  and  divulged  [or  communicated]  in  my  La¬ 
boratory,  for  the  benefit  of  my  Countrey.  And  I 
do  now  again  affirm  and  witnefs  that  if  even  the  very 
bare  Letter  be  obterved,  no  body  can  err.  And  if 
fo  be  -that  any  one  fhould  change  this  or  that  order, 
and  fo  think  to  better  the  Operations,  and  fhould 
err,  let  him  not  lay  the  fault  upon  me  who  have 
Written  the  naked  truth,  but  let  him  blame  hiin- 
felf. 

I  had  feveral  other  things  of  no  fmall  moment,  to 
have  fpoken  to  here  at  prefent,  the  which  I  fhall 
God  willing  very  fuddenly  difpatch  in  my  fecond 
Century,  for  the  pretent  time  does  not  permit  it. 

And  in  the  faid  Century  will  I  declare  wfith  a  yet 
clearer  and  eafier  manifeftation,  thote  Secrets  heie 
difcloted,  the  which  could  not  at  prefent  be  done 
becaute  of  my  too  much  haft.  > 

And  now  I  wifli  to  all  the  pious  Students  after 
this  fo  great  an  Art,  a  large  and  plenteous  blefling 
from  the  mercifull  Lord  God,  as  to  this  fo  very  ex¬ 
cellent  a  Work,  that  the  poverty  and  want  of  abun¬ 
dance  of  miferable  People  may  be  fupplied  in  many 
places.  Which  if  it  be  (as  I  hope  it  will)  it  will  ex¬ 
alt  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  moft  high,  and  will 
encreafe  the  Profperity  of  the  Countrey,  and  with- 
all  will  check  and  keep  under  the  moft  bate  attempts 
of  mine  Enemies.  But  efpecially  if  the  counlel  that 
I  have  propoted  in  my  firft  Century, 
every  one  mav  have  liberty  to  exercite  fuch  Opeia- 
tions,)  takes  'place.  This  being  granted,  it  cannot 
be,  but  that  Gold  and  Silver  and  Copper  will  every 
where  be  gotten  out  of  the  Earth,  with  the  help  of 
thefe  my  Writings,  to  the  great  profit  and  benefit  ot 
all  the  whole  Countrey. 


And 
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An  Appendix  to  the  Fifth  Part  of.  See.  Part  I. 


And  fo  I  conclude  this  fo  much  haftned  Appendix,  time,  I  will  exprefs  God  willing  in  my  fecond  Cen- 
wrefted  from  me  occafionally  by  perverfe  Men.  tury  with  a  clearer  Explanation,  and  thither  do  I  re- 
Thofe  things  that  I  have  not  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  place  fer  the  well-minded  Reader, 
clearly  and  evidently  enough  expreffed  for  want  of 


The  End  of  the  Appendix. 


THE 


SIXTH  and  Laft  PART 


OF  THE 


In  which  the  Arcanas  already  revealed  in  the  Fifth  Part  are 


not  oncly  illuftrated  with  a  clearer  Elucidation  5  but  alfo  fuch  are  mani- 
'  felled  as  are  moll  highly  necelTary  to  be  known  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Country  againll  the  Turk§  :  Together  with  an  evident  Demondration, 
adjoyned  [Ihewing]  That  both  a  particular  and  univerfal  Tranfmutation  of 
the  imperfed  Metals  into  more  perfed  ones  by  Salt  and  Fire  is  mod  true  5 
and  withall,  by  what  means  any  one  that  is  endued  with  but  a  mean  know¬ 
ledge  in  managing  the  Fire,  may  experimentally  try  the  truth  hereof  in 
four  and  twenty  hours  fpace. 


To  the  Friendly  READER,  Health. 


I  Taught  in  the  Firfl  Tart  how  the  over-ahounJing  quantity  of  Wine  and  Corn  is  to  he  Concentra- 
ted.,  that  it  may  abide  uncorrupt  for  a  very  many  years ,  and  when  necejfity  requires  it  may  he 
an  help  to  many  in  need. 

In  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Tarts  I  taught  the  Extrafiion  of  both  fix  and  unfix 
Metals,  to  great  profit,  and  almofl  without  any  Cofis,  out  of  the  bodies  of  vile,  poor  Minerals  and 
Metallick  Earths,  which  will  not  quit  the  Cofts  of  a  Fufing-fire,  and  this  to  be  done  by  no  coflly  Wa¬ 
ters  ;  and  withall,  how  to  bring  them  into  ufe,  which  no  body  afore  me  ever  did.  And  did  not  Idif- 
hurfe  a  great  deal  of  Monies  in  building  a  convenient  Laboratory,  in  which  I  produced  fuch  mofl  profi¬ 
table  things  to  the  view  of  every  one,  and  demonfir ated  them  to  be  true  ?  And  what  have  I  reaped 
for  thefe  fo  great  benefits  I  have  done,  hut  a  mo  ft  ungrate  full  cafling  off  their  remembrance  >  Have 
not  all  the  things  I  have  taught  been  accufed  of  falfity  and  deceit  both  to  the  high  and  low,  by  thofe 
who  have  fo  audacioujly  dared  to  deny  the  Melioration  of  Metals  by  Fire  and  Salt  ?  Thefe  have  alfo 
affer  ted,  that  the  making  of  Salt-peter  of  Common  Salt  is  altogether  impoffihle  ;  and  they  have  affirm¬ 
ed  it  to  be  a  thing  quite  contrary  unto  nature,  that  Metals  fhould  be  gotten  out  of  the  poorer  fort  of 
Metallick  Earths  by  the  help  of  a  Water  made  of  Salt-peter  •  but  yet  that  even  this  is  mofl  certainly 
true,  the  Appendix  of  my  Fifth  Tart,  and  my  Second  Century,  doe  demonfir  ate  by  indubitable  Experi¬ 


ments, 


And 
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Jnci  albeit  that  the  three  [aid  Arcana’s  are  evidently  enough  delivered  and  deferihed,  fo  as  even 
to  be  palpably  felt  by  the  hands  of  thofe  that  know  how  to  manage  the  Fire^  yet  notwithjianding  they 
have  brought  hut  very  little  benefit  as  yet,  lecaufe  that  although  they  are  mofi  true,  yet  are  they 
contemned  and  difregarded  by  unskilfull  Men,  out  of  meer  Envy  and  mofi  perverfe  hatred,  and  doe 
even  yet  fiick  in  contempt, 

Howevey,  net  regarding  thefe  \bafe  dealings']  and  that  1  may  mete  them  all  things  in  full  meafure, 
1  have  a  mind  yet  farther  to  detefl  fome  fee  rets,  h)  which  there  may  redound  to  the  Country  very  no¬ 
table  fruits  :  And  that  not  onely  by  converting  the  many  Metallick  Earths  that  contain  in  them  Gold 
and  Silver  and  which  have  not  hitherto  been  profitable  to  any  unto  a  gainfull  and  a  beneficial  ufe  ; 
but  alfo  by  defending  the  Country  againfi  the  mofi  dangerous  invafion  of  the  Turks,  who  are  the  Capi¬ 
tal  Enemies  of  the  whole  Chrifiian  World,  and  that  by  fo  fir ong  and  efficacious  a  defence,  as  never  any 

mortal  man  did  yet  contrive  the  like  of.  1  t  r  /r  1 

As  to  what  belongs  to  Mineral  Treafures,  I  have  exhibited  a  fuffiqiently  clear  and  manifefi  deferip- 

tion  of  them  in  the  fecond,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  and  alfo  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  fifth  Part,  and  in  the  fecond  Century.  But  yet  there  is  nothing  fo  perfefl  and 
ahfolute  hut  that  in  procefs  of  time  there  may  be  added  and  adjoyned  thereto  fome  new  thing,  and 
fomewhat  of  perfeblion :  Witnefs  my  Infir  ument  which  I  mentioned  in  the  fecond  Century,  by  the  help 
of  which  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  are  eafily  and  plentifully  extrafled  out  of  their  Metallick  Earths, 
and  that  \n£uch  wife,  as  that  there  are  requifite  no  other  Cofis  hut  the  hare  Charges  of  the  fire.  And 
farther  this  way  would  bring  no  fmad  profit  even  from  thofe  Metallick  Earths  which  are  ranked  a- 
monofl  'the  poor  efi  fort  of  Oars  ;  if  it  were  well  known,  and  exercifed  in  many  places,  there  would  flow 
thencefrom  mofi  mighty  profit  throughout  all  Germany,  and  the  faid  Inftrument  would  by  its  ajfifiance 

wonderfully  promote  the  fame.  ^  ,  r  •  n.  rxr  .  J  f  ,  ft- 

•  For  although  I  have  heretofore  puhlifht  fever  al  ways  of  preparing  Jharp  Waters,  and  of  ex  trail  mg 
the  Metals  with  them  out  of  the  poor  Minerals  1,  (^and  yet  even  thefe  ways  bring  no  def pic  able  gain) 
yet  they  perform  not  that  which  is  wont  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  help  of  the  faid  Infirument.  For  this 
Infirument  ferves  not  onely  to  extratl  thofe  fharp  Waters  in  a  greater  quantity,  but  is  alfo  far  fitter 
and  more  convenient  for  'the  Extrabiion  even  of  the  Metals  themfelves  out  of  their  Earths,  and  for 
the  feparation  of  the  Diffelving  Menftruum the  Metals,  than  thofe  Glafs  V effels  are,  which  have 

been  commonly  ufed  about  t his  Operation,  r  1  1  r  -  n  j  1 

Therefore  it  much  concerns  him  that  employs  himfelf  about  thefe  kind  of  Operations,  well  and  tho¬ 
roughly  to  ^^ow  its  Vfe.  I  made  indeed  fome  mention  of  the  fame  in  my  Second  Century,  but  yet 
not  1 0  clearly  as  for  any  one  thoroughly  to  underfiand  its  Vfe  by  what  1  there  fpake.  Therefore  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  give  here  fomewhat  a  clearer  and  more  perfpicuous  defeription  of  the 
fame,  that  fo  I  may  not  feem  to  be  at  all  wanting  in  my  diligence  unto  any  one^  but  may  be  faid  to 
have  done  all  things  with  a  due  candour  and  opennefs.  • 


The  Defeription  of  the  Infirument,  ferving  for  the  plen¬ 
tifully  preparing  of  Spirits,  and  for  the  eafie  extratli- 
on  of  Metals  out  of  their  Oars  ,  without  much 
Cofi. 

THis  Inftrument  is  to  be  made  of  good  Earth,  that 
can  fuftain  both  the  Fire  and  the  Spirits  ;  Me¬ 
tals  are  unprofitable  to  make  it  with,  becaule  they 
doe  not  long  refift  the  Corrofion  of  the  Spirits :  But 
now,  that  the  faid  Inftrument  may  the  longer  abide 
in  the  Fire,  its  outfide  fuperficies  muft  be  fenced  with 
Iron  bonds.  This  Earthen  Veflel  therefore  muft  be 
made  of  fuch  an  Earth  as  abides  the  violence  of  the 
Fire,  and  refifteth  the  Corrofivity  of  the  Spirits,  fo 
as  that  it  breaks  not  nor  chaps  with  too  much  heat, 
nor  be  corroded  and  eaten  thorough  by  the  Corro¬ 
ding  Spirits.  Such  Earths  there  are  enough  of  too 
and  agen  in  Germany.  Moreover,  this  faid  Inftru- 
ment  may  be  made  greater  or  lefier,  according  as 
you  are  minded  to  prepare  a  greater  or  lelfer  quan¬ 
tity  of  Spirits  ;  But  however,  it  muft  not  be  made 
too  big,  for  then  (if  it  exceeds  a  due  magnitude)  it 
will  not  abide  the  fire  fo  well.  Therefore  is  it  necef 
lary  to  have  feveral  of  thefe  Inftruments  made,  if  a 
man  be  minded  to  make  at  one  and  the  fame  time  a 
great  quantity  of  Spirits.  But  if  any  be  minded  to 
fet  about  this  Operation  fo  as  to  have  huge  quantities ) 


of  Spirits,  it  will  be  his  bell:  way  to  have  his  Inftru¬ 
ment  made  of  Iron  plates,  fuch  as  the  Armourers  ufe, 
and  to  ftrengthen  them  with  Iron  rods, and  fo'  fence  it 
both  in  the  infide  and  on  the  outfide  every-where 
with  Lure  or  ftrong  Clay.  For  by  this  means 
the  Inftrument  being  made  of  a  fufficient  bignefs  for 
the  work  you  would  put  it  to,will  in  its  inward  fuper¬ 
ficies  hold  the  Corroding  Spirits,  and  in  its  outward 
fuperficies  undergo  the  violence  of  the  fire  without 
detriment,  and  be  far  more  commodious  than  fb  ma¬ 
ny  little  Inftruments  that  are  made  onely  of  Earth. 

Of  the  Form  and  Figure  of  this  Infirument. 

TFI  E  matters  out  of  which  the  fharp  Spirits  are  to 
be  drawn,  are  not  to  be  put  nakedly  in  ^ 
may  fay]  into  the  Inftrument  it  felf,  but  are  to  be 
put  in  fome  ftrong  Earthen-pots  and  fo  put  in,  that 
after  the  Spirits  are  diftilled  off  they  may  be  again 
taken  forth,  and  other  Pots  fill’d  with  new  matter 
may  be  put  in,  in  their  room;  and  this  to  be  fo  often 
done  as  need  requires. 

And  feeing  the  Salts  that  are  to  be  diftilled  are 
not  put  naked  into  the  Inftrument,  but  are  put  n,  in 
Earthen-pots  ;  the  Inftrument  muft  neceflaiily  be  fb 
prepared,  as  that  thofe  Pots  may  be  put  in  as  often 
as  need  is  ,  and  be  again  taken  forth ,  when  the 

S  f  f  f  f  Diftillati- 
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Diftillation  is  done,  and  new  ones  be  put  in,  in  their 

ftead.  , ,  , . 

The  Tnftrument  therefore  muft  be  of  a  like  big- 
nefs  both  above  and  below,  and  ’tis  no  matter  to 


have  it  much  exceed  the  heighth  of  your  Pots  you 


Thus  much  may  at  prefent  fuffice  to  be  fpoken 
concerning  the  preparation  of  (harp  Waters  necdfull 
for  the  extraction  of  Metals  out  of  the  Oars.  The 
preparation  [or  Operation]  it  felf  follows. 


put  in. 

One  fide  of  it  muft  have  a  Door  to  put  in  the  Pots 
at  and  to  take  them  out  again,  the  which  Door 
muft  be  made  to  fhut  handfomly  after  your  putting 

in  and  taking  forth.  .  .  , 

To  the  other  fide  muft  be  fitted  a  Pipe  fomewhat 
large,  by  which  the  Spirits  may  have  a  paflage  forth 
into  the  Receiver.  And  the  Inftrument  muft  be  on 
fuch  wife  placed  in  the  Furnace,  as  that  the  Door 
and  Pipe  may  lie  without  the  faid  Furnace.  To 
the  Pipe  muft  be  added  another  Leaden  Pipe,  twi¬ 
ning  round  like  a  Serpent,  and  therefore  is  by  the 
Chymifts  called  a  Serpent  [or  a  Worm :]  the  which 
muft  be  fet  in  a  Veflel  full  of  Water,  that  fb  the  Spi¬ 
rits  pafting  out  may  be  cooled  and  be  caught  in  the 
Recipient. 


Metals  are  to  be  extraBed  out  of  their  Earths  or 
Oars,  by  the  helf  of  this  Infirument. 


‘H  E  preparing  or  fitting  of  the  Minera’s  or  me- 


tallick  Earths  for  extraction,  hath  been  deferi- 


Of  the  ufe  of  the  Infirument. 


WHEN  you  will  diftill  your  Spirits,  you  muft 
put  thereinto  fo  many  Pots  filled  with  your 
prepared  Salts  as  your  Infirument  can  hold,  then 
clofe  the  Door  well,  and  put  Fire  in  the  Furnace. 
This  done,  the  Spirits  will  afeend  out  of  the  Pots 
thus  heated  in  the  Infirument,  and  finding  no  other 
out-let  but  by  the  Pipe  and  Worm,  they  will  enter 
into  them,  and  being  there  cooled  will  rundown  in¬ 
to  the  Receiver.  You  fhall  know  if  all  the  Spirits 
are  forced  out  of  the  Salts  or  not,  when  they  ceafe 
to,  flow  out  through  the  Worm  into  the  Recipient. 
Which  when  you  fhall  perceive,  you  muft  open  your 
Door  and  take  out  the  Pots  in  order,  and  then  put 
in  new,  that  fo  the  Diftillation  may  be  continued  on 
without  any  delaying.  But  now,  thofe  Pots  that 
are  to  be  put  a  new  into  the  Inftrument,  muft  be  fet 
nigh  the  Furnace  a  while,  that  they  may  grow  hot: 
for  elfe  being  put  in  cold,  they  would  not  brook 
the  fudden  heat,  but  chap  and  break.  When 
all  the  Spirits  are  diftilled  off,  then  you  may  put  in 
other  new  Pots  in  the  room  of  them  you  took  out, 
and  the  Operation  is  to  be  fb  long  and  fb  often  re¬ 
peated  as  need  fhall  require,  or  as  any  one  has  a 
mind  to  dp.  The  Salts  that  remain  behind  in  the 
Pots  you  take  out,  are  to  be  moiftned  and  macera¬ 
ted  with  fome  Phlegm  or  weak  Spirit,  and  they  do 
again,  fometimes  emit  Spirits  by  Diftillation,  but 
yet  not  in  fuch  quantity  as  at  firft  they  did. 

This  is  that  way  of  preparing  fharp  Waters  ufe- 
full  for  the  extractions  of  Copper  and  Gold.  But  as 
for  requifite  for  the  extracting  of  Silver 

it  cannot  be  prepared  by  this  fame  Inftrument,  be- 
caiife  it  will  corrode  the  Worm  or  Leaden  Pipe,  if  it 
fhould  pafs  through  it,  which  the  Spirit  of  Salt  and 
^cjua  Regis  do  not  do. 

N.  B.  When  therefore  you  would  make  an 
Fortis,  you  muft  make  you  another  twining  Pipe  or 
Worm  of  fome  other  Metal  which  will  not  be  prey¬ 
ed  on  by  the  A<im  Fortis,  or  elfe  fet  fome  other  Stone 
Veflels  to  the  Nofe  of  the  Pipe  that  goes  out  of  the 
Furnace. 

It  is  alfo  a  thing  pofRble  to  be  done,  to  make  fuch 
ftrong  jdeetum  of  Corn  and  Honey  by  the  addition 
of  fome  Salts,  as  that  it  fhall  not  onely  extract  Gold 
and  Silver,  but  alfb  Copper  and  Lead  out  of  metal- 
lick  Veins  or  Earths. 


bed  in  the  Appendix  of  the  fifth  part,  and  therefore 
needs  not  be  repeated  here. 

But  as  we  there  fhowed,  that  the  roafted  [or  cal¬ 
cined]  and  powdered  Oars  were  to  be  put  inn;  Glafs 
or  Stone  Cucurbits,  that  fb  they  might  be  moiftned 
with  the  fharp  Waters,  and  be  macerated  [letting 
the  Cucurbits]  in  warm  Sand ;  fb  the  very  fame 
thing  is  to  be  done  here,  this  onely  excepted,  that 
[wss.]  the  earthen  Pots  fupply  the  place  of  Glafs 
and  Stone  Cucurbits,  and  the  Inftrument  it  felf  in 
which  the  extraction  is  made,  performs  the  office  of 
Sand  :  After  the  extraction,  the  Wate®impregnated 
with  the  extracted  Metals  is  poured  off,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  matter  it  felf  is  wafht  by  pouring  common 
Water  thereupon,  after  fuch  a  manner  as  hath  been 
prefcribed  in  the  Appendix  of  the  fifth  part. 


By  What  means  the  Metals  extraBed  by  the  dijjolving 
Water  out  of  the  Oars  are  to  be  fe^arated  from  that 
fame  Jharp  Water  •without  any  Detriment,  nay  rather 
with  an  augmentation  of  the  faid  Water. 


WE  have  taught  in  the  Appendix  of  the  fifth 
part,  that  if  a  Man  be  not  minded  to  preci¬ 
pitate  the  Metals  out  of  the  Solution  by  the  contra¬ 
ries,  'viz,.  by  Alkalizate  Liquors,  then  there  is  no 
commodioufor  and  nearer  way  than  that  which  fepa- 
rates  the  diflblving  Water  from  the  extraCleu  Metal, 
by  Diftillation  in  Glafs  or  earthen  V effels. 

If  now  any  one  is  minded  to  encreafe  his  diflblving 
Water  in  this  feparation  he  may  be  Mafter  of  his 
defire  by  adding  thereto  common  Salt,  and  drawing 
off  the  Water  from  it,  which  faid  Water  will  by  this 
means  be  encreafed  and  rendred  ftronger.  And 
now  there  will  come  no  inconvenience  to  the  Metals 
themfelves  that  are  held  up  in  that  Water,  in  that 
fome  Saltremains  with  them,  (no,)  for  in  the  redu¬ 
cing  them,  the  faid  Salt  gets  them  an  eafier  and  rea¬ 
dier  Fufion  and  Flux. 

But  yet  it  is  not  neceflary  to  leave  the  Salt  with 
the  Metals,  feeing  it  is  better  to  feparate  it  from  the 
Metals  with  common  Water,  and  fo  ufe  it  again  to 
the  fame  labours  rather  than  let  it  be  loft  in  the  niel- 
ting. 


The  Reduction  of  the  Metals  from  which  the  dijfolving 
Water  is  feparated. 


ALbeit  that  that  Reduction  hath  been  already  de- 
feribed  in  my  fecond  Century,  yet  I  thought 


it  worth  while  here  again  to  repeat  the  fame  in  a 
few  words. 

It  is  to  be  done  two  manner  of  ways,  and  that 
partly  in  Crucibles,  and  partly  in  the  melting  Fur¬ 
nace  which  “the  Germans  call  Stuhofen.  The  pure 
Metals,  as  the  Gold  and  Silver  are  wont  to  be  molten 
and  reduced  in  Crucibles  ;  the  Copper  may  be  re¬ 
duced  in  the  faid  Furnace,  and  needs  nothing  to  be 
added  about  its  Reduction,  Bur  for  the  reducing 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  fix  Salts,  the  Glafs  of  Lead,  Bo¬ 
rax 
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rax  and  other  additions  of  that  kind,  (of  which  we 
have  made  mention  in  the  fecond  Century)  may  be 
made  ufe  of  And  as  touching  the  addition  of  thofe 
matters  which  are  wont  to  be  ufed  to  promote  the 
ealier  Fufion,  this  is  primarily  to  be  regarded,  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  the  Metals  are  pure  and  alone  [by  them- 
lelvesj  or  elfc  have  other  Metals  mixt  with  them, 
that  (fb  acordingly)  convenient  additions  may  be 
applied.  For  if  the  Gold  fliould  alfo  have  Copper 
or  Iron  in  it,  then  there  cannot  be  any  better  thing 
added  than  Antimony,  which  reduceth  the  Gold  by 
one  and  the  lame  labour  [or  Operation]  and  alfo 
feparates  the  Copper  and  Iron  therefrom,  which 
thing,  other  fuch  like  matters  that  are  uled  to  make 
the  Fufion  the  eafier,  do  not  perform.  Therefore  it 
is  necelfary  that  he  who  would  let  himfelf  about  fuch 
Operations,  do  well  underftand  the  Artifice  of  a 
metallick  Fufion,  and  (b  adminifter  or  order  his  la¬ 
bours  by  adding  or  taking  from,  according  as  the 
lubjecb  requires  and  as  is  beft.  It  is  impoflible  to 
prefer ibe  fuch  things  to  any  one  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  make  him-^prelently  underftand,  learn,  and  imi¬ 
tate  the  lame. 

Some  other  manual  Operations  which  are  needfull  to  he 
known  in  the  ufe  of  this  Inf  rument  and  which  may 
be  exereijed. 

FIrft  of  all,  it  would  be  no  fmall  or  mean  Compen¬ 
dium^  [or  good  Contrivance]  if  this  fame  Inftru- 
ment  were  compofed  of  two  or  three  parts,  taking 
for  the  lowermoft  part  a  broad  Iron  Pot,  and  lb  to 
fet  on  the  upper  part  with  its  Door  and  Pipe  thereto 
annexed.  And  becaufe  the  bottoms  of  the  Iron  Pots 
do  a  little  bow  rounding,  and  that  yet  notwithftan- 
ding  the  Pots  you  put  therein  may  not  ftand  leaning 
or  awry,  the  bottom  is  to  be  naade  level  with  calci 
ned  Atlum  ,  that  fo  the  Pots  put  in  upon  that 
may  ftand  upright.  From  hence  likewife  arifeththis 
Commodity  too,  that  if  your  Pots  fhould  chance  to 
break,  and  the  dilfolvent  run  out,  it  would  not  be 
fo  loft  but  would  lodge  it  felf  in  the  burnt  Allum, 
and  may  eafily  be  recovered  in  the  preparation  of  the 
(harp  Waters  and  be  applied  to  ufe. 

Secondly,  the  Inftrument  may  likewife  be  fo  pre¬ 
pared,  as  that  the  Pots  may  be  put  thereinto  by 
taking  off  the  upper  part,  and  then  the  Pots  being 
put  in,  the  upper  part  muft  be  adjoyned  again  to 
the  nether  part,  and  [fo]  be  again  covered  with  its 
Cover ;  for  being  thus,  there  needs  not  the  Door  in 
the  fide  to  put  the  Pots  in  by. 

K  B.  There  muft  be  fome  Notch  or  Channel  like¬ 
wife  fitted  to  the  top  of  that  upper  part,  which  be¬ 
ing  filled  with  Sand  may  receive  in  it  the  Cover,  and 
fo  prevent  the  out-let  of  the  Spirits  that  way,  by 
means  of  its  tight  Ihutting  ;  as  we  have  taught  in 
the  fecond  part  of  the  Furnaces.  The  Inftrument 
prepared  on  this  wile,  will  haply  be  more  commodi¬ 
ous  to  many  Men,  than  if  it  had  a  Hole  or  Door  in 
the  fide.  But  every  Man  may  choole  either  this  or 
the  other  way,  which  he  pleafoth.  • 

Thus  have  I  now  taught,  and  opened  the  ule  of 
my  more  fecret  way  of  eafily  preparing  the  fharp 
Spirits  of  Salts  in  great  quantity,  and  the  manner  of 
dealing  about  the  Extraiflion  of  Metals  out  of  the 
poorer  metallick  Earths :  Away  (I  fay)  moft  eafie 
to  do  fuch  great  things,  and  which  was  never  asyet 
known  unto  the  World. 

But  yet  I  doubft  not  but  that  the  Metals  will  for 
the  rime  to  come  be  plentifully  and  very  profitably 
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exrrafted  (and  fo  applied  to  common  ufe)  by  the 
help  of  this  Artifice  and  Inftrument,  out  of  the  poor¬ 
er  Minera's  which  contain  in  them  Gold,  Silver,  and 
Copper,  and  which  will  not  quit  the  cofts  of  the 
Fire ;  and  forafmuch  as  by  the  help  of  this  Inftru¬ 
ment,  the  fharp  Spirits  of  Salts  may  be  gotten  eafily 
and  in  large  quantity,  not  onely  for  the  Extradion 
of  the  Minerals,  but  alfo  for  the  concentrating  of 
moift  Fires,  and  feeing  that  wonderfull  things  may 
be  done  by  the  help  of  thofe  Fires ;  I  do  therefore 
commend  it  to  the  Studious  of  Art,  as  a  thing  of 
better  efteem  than  ordinary,  and  have  fufficicnr  rea- 
fon  of  fo  doing.  For  to  omit  the  faying,  that  thofe 
cold  Fires  do  give  an  excellent  Magnet  for  Water  or 
Ice,  they  do  alfo  abound  with  fuch  virtue  as  by 
which  they  can  ripen  and  better  the  Metals ;  the 
which  we  will  make  a  larger  defeription  of,  in  what 
follows. 

Befides  too,  there  may  haply  be  effe(fted  far  grea¬ 
ter  matters  with  diofe  cold  Fires,  as  to  the  defence 
of  the  Countrey  againft  the  Turk^  that  Capital  and 
Bloud-thirfty  Tyrant  and  Enemy  of  the  Chriftians, 
in  fome  cafes  than  with  Gunpowder:  if  fuch  moift 
Fires  be  caft  into  places  a  prety  diftance  oft  by  fuita- 
blelnftruments,  or  be  forced  out  of  thofe  leffer  and 
greater  Guns  and  War-like  Canes,  they  will  bring 
far  greater  Detriment  to  the  Enemies  than  Gun-pow¬ 
der  is  want  to  do. 

By  this  means,  one  weak  Woman  will  in  fome  ca¬ 
fes  be  able  to  repel  many  armed  Men ;  but  this  is  a 
thing  which  fuc^  Men  as  are  unskilfull  in  natural 
affairs,  will  deny  till  it  be  made  manifeft,  and  ufed 
againft  the  Turk.  Therefore  I  have  a  mind  to  fet 
afide  all  other  bufineffes,  and  to  make  thofe  kinds  of 
admirable  Fires  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  in  great 
quantity,  forafmuch  as  1  well  and  alfuredly  know 
how  great  Detriment  may  be  brought  upon  the 
Turks  by  the  help  thereof. 

Fires  they  are  which  any  one  may  carry  about 
with  him  like  Waters  ;  they  will  not  burn  or  oveiv 
throw  Horfo  and  Man  fooncr  than  any  have  a  mind 
they  lhall.  Nay  yet  more,  if  any  has  a  mind  to 
fortifie  their  Virtues,  he  may  by  adding  other 
Fire-breathing  matters,  make  them  far  more  vehe¬ 
ment  and  efficacious,  and  do  far  greater  matters  with 
them  as  being  much  more  hurtfull  than  with  thofe 
fimple  Fires. 

And  now  feeing  I  have  fo  very  much  commended 
the  concentrated  Fires  of  Salts,  to 

I.  Diligent  and  provident  Matters  of  Families, 
thereby  to  take  away  the  fuperfluous  watrinefs  from 
their  fmaller  Wines,  Ales,  and  other  Drinks,  and 
fo  to  concentrate  them,  and  carry  them  (in  cafe  of 
neceflity)  into  the  ftrong  and  fenced  Cities ; 

To  the  poor  Chymifts,  that  they  might  by 
them  correft;  and  better  the  Metals  and  fo  help  their 
own  poverty  and  want: 

And  to  the  Chriftian  Chieftains  of  War,  and 
faithfull  Rulers  of  the  Countrey,  that  they  may 
ftoutly  refift  the  Turks^  that  are  the  fworn  Enemies 
of  the  Chriftians. 

I  judge  it  altogether  neceffary  to  treat  of  them 
fomewhat  more  clearly. 

By  what  means  and  way  thU  threefold  ufe  of  cold  Salts 

may  be  mof  profitable  to  the  Countrey, 

FIrft  of  all,  the  concentrated  Spirits  of  Salt  may 
bring  moft  great  advantage,  by  concentrating 
the  poorer  fort  of  Wines,  the  which  they  make  bet¬ 
ter, 
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ter  as  is-  (hown  in  the  fecond  Century:  when  the 
hperfiuou  Water  is  removed  from  them,  infomuch 
hat  they  do  notonely  keep  thek  goodnels  conftant 
fnd  durable,  but  may  likewife  be  far  more  commo- 
dioufly  and  eafily  tranfported  out  of  one  place  into 
anothL  fo  that  neceffity  requiring,  they  may  be 
more  eafily  tranfported  out  of  luch  places  as  are 
Toreremom  from  Cities  and  fenced  places  into  the 
ftronger  holds  and  fenced  Cities,  and  fo  beconferved. 

It  is  as  yet  frelh  in  every  ones  Memory  how  mi 
ferablv  the  cafe  flood  with  Men  in  the  foregoing 
War,  which  lafled  thirty  years.  If  any  Farmer  had 
his  Cellars  full  of  Wines,  and  the  Soldiers  break  in 
to  the  Countrey,  did  horribly  abufe  the  gifts  of  God 
that  which  they  could  not  confume  by  their  detef- 
table  Gluttony,  they  wickedly  fpiUed  upon  the 

ground  ;  the  Soldiers  I  fay,  and  fuch  Men  as  profeft 

themfelves  Chriflians,  and  durft  boaft  ot  the  Chrifti 

an  Religion.  From  hence  may  it  eafily  be  cemjec- 

tured  what  it  would  be,  if  luch  a  multitude  of  Turks 
fliould  over  run  our  Countrey,  which  imminent  evil, 
God  of  his  mercy  turn  away  from  us. 

In  the  days  of  Ncah,  the  Men  then  lived  in  all 
fecuritv,  and  not  at  all  regarded  the  Preachings  and 
Admonititions  of  that  godly  Man,  by  which  he  ex¬ 
horted  them  unto  Repentance  for  i  lo  years  toge¬ 
ther  they  did  Eat,  they  Drank,  Married  and  gave 
in  \4rriage,  till  the  Floud  fweptthem  all  away,and 
there  was  no  more  room  for  Repegtance  left,  as  fa- 

cred  Writ  teftifies.  u  r  u  u- 

We  reade  of  Sodom  and  Gomorra^  that  tne  innabi- 

tants  of  thofe  Cities  being  even  drown'd  in  Leachery, 
did  fo  defpife  the  reproofs  and  warnings  of  the  godly 
Man  Lot,  untill  a  Fire  was  fent  upon  them  from  the 

wrath  of  God  and  confumed  them.  1  /-i  1  j 
Who  is  there  that  in  this  Seafon  feareth  God,  and 
lives  pioufly.^  Fie  that  is  the  flrongeft  opprelfeth  the 
weaker,  nor  does  at  all  think  on  this,  that  there  is 
one  far  more  powerfull  than  he  himfelf  is,  who  comes 
when  he  pleafeth,  and  punifheth  fuch  powerfull 
Opprellours.  But  thefe  things,  and  fuch  warnings 

ofthisnature  are  plainly  mocktar.  ’  , 

Did  not  God  fufficiently  enough  warn  us  the  laft 
year  1660,  and  (hewed  unto  us  his  wrath-,  by  thofe 
dreadfull  Tempefts  and  Storms,  and  Earthquakes, 
wherewith  almoft  all  Eurofe  trembled.  Doth  he  not 
alfo  this  very  prefentycar  (i66a)  (hew  us  his  felf- 
’fame  difpleafure  ?  What  portends  that  Comet  that 
was  feen  in  the  Heaven,  any  one  may  eafily  guefs 
what  it  means.  Verily  it  threatens  nothing  elfe  but 
evil,  efpecially  becaufe  it  extended  its  Tail  contrary 
to  the  ufiial  wont  of  other  Comets,  towards  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Heaven,  juft  as  if  itfliould  fay,  I  will 
(hovv  unto  the  Men,  that  Vis  not  this  or  that  Coun¬ 
trey,  this  or  that  Enemy  that  fhall  chaftife  you,  but 
’tis  the  King  himfelf  of  all  Kings,  who  is  in  Heaven, 
that  hath  purpofed  to  punifti  you  for  your  Wicked- 
iiefs  ;  whofe  Rod  ye  may  [yet]  divert  from  you 
that  is  ftretcht  out  to  punifti  you,  if  you  apply  your 
feives  to  him  by  ferious  Prayers,  true  Repentance, 
and  unfeigned  amendment  of  your  Lives,  now 
whileft  you  have  time  allotted  ye  to  repent  in,  if 
lijch  admonitions  as  thefe  can  but  find  entertainment 
with  you  And  what  I  pray  will  this  warm  Winter 
bring  upon  us,  the  which  being  deftitute  of  all  cold 
Ice  and  Snow  hath  permitted  the  Trees  to  flour  in 
the  vQi'Y  month  of  February,  and  the  Medows  to  be 
clad  in  Flowers,  and  ripe  Cherries  to  be  (een  ?  With¬ 
out  doubt,  nothing  elfe  but  all  kinds  of  poylbnqus 
Difeafes  and  which  will  fpeedily  kill  Men,  and  with 


which  mankind  will  be  affliifted  ;  and  if  fo  be  that 
an  intenfecold  fliould  yet  follow,  which  may  eafily 
be,  there  would  doubtlefly  follow  a  great  Dearth  of 
Grain  and  Provifion  by  fpoiling  the  Wine  and  Corn, 
whofe  buddings  are  already  come  fo  far  forth,  as 
that  the  cold  may  eafily  deflroy  them.  And  now 
are  we  not  fufficiently  enough  admoni(hed  by  the(e 
fore-runners  and  figns  of  the  wrath  of  God  coming 
on  us,  and  hanging  over  our  Heads  i* 

Befides  all  this,  let  us  confider  that  great  Conjunc¬ 
tion  of  all  the  Planets  in  Sagitary,  fuch  as  hath  never 
been  fince  that  time  in  which  all  the  Planets  were 
in  Conjunction  in  Aejuarius.  And  this  Conjunction 
[in  Aquary']  preceded  the  deluge,  which  deftroyed 
all  mankind  by  the  breakings  in  of  the  Waters,  JAoab 
and  his  onely  excepted.  But  as  concerning  what 
that  great  Conjunction  in  Sagitary  the  next  year 
1665  will  (how  us,  and  bring  upon  us  God  knows. 
Sagitary  is  a  martial  fign,  and  deadly,  and  portends 
nothing  but  Diflentions,  Seditions,  and  uproars  of 
War  ;  and  therefore  prophefieth  unto  us  nothing  but 
bloudy  Wars,  infomuch  that  it  is  much  to  be  feared 
that  this  ungratefull  World  will  be  confumed,  and 
blotted  out  as  ’twere  by  Fire,  and  the  Sword,  and 
the  anger  of  God:  which  evil,  God  of  his  mercy- 
turn  away  from  us.  Certainly  thefe  Conjunctions 
are  not  wont  to  fore-fignifie  or  bring  along  with  them 
any  good.  But  I  heartily  wifti  I  may  prove  a  Liar 
in  this  cafe,  though  I  (ear  me,  that  there  is  more 
evil  coming  upon  us  than  will  be  welcome  unto  us. 

For  when  God  fheweth  us  any  thing  with  his 
Finger,  it  fliould  be  of  more  concernment  unto  us 
than  all  humane  Writings,  for  they  may  err.  But 
God  never  does  any  thing  in  vain  and  without  caule. 
Never  did  there  at  any  time  a  Comet  fliew  it  fell  in 
the  Air  but  many  Calamities  fucceeded  it.  That  old 
Proverb  may  very  likely  prove  true,  which  the  An¬ 
cients  have  pronounced,  viz^.  that  it  will  come  to 
pafs  in  the  year  1660,  that  Alchyrny  will  begin  to 
flour i(h,  but  will  bring  along  with  it  fiich  changes 
for  [fome]  years  following,  and  fuch  dreadfull 
changes  too,  that  the  third  part  of  Men  will  perifti 
with  Famine  and  Peftilence,  the  third  part  will  pe- 
ri(h  with  Fire  and  Sword,  and  there  will  be  but  a 
third  part  onely  left. 

But  yet  I  would  not  that  you  (hould  take  or  look 
upon  this  my  prognoftication  on  fuch  wile  as  if  all 
thefe  things  (hould  infallibly  come  to  pafs  as  I  have 
predicted.  No,  1  was  willing  onely  to  open  to  you 
my  Meditations  upon  the  years  to  come.  For  all 
things  are  (eated  in  Gods  power  alone,  in  whole 
hands  onely  and  alone  we  know  our  firm  helps  and 
afliftance  to  be  ready  for  us,  and  therefore  do  nor  in 
the  leaft  confide  in  our  own  ftrength  and  power, 
which  are  more  vain  than  are  all  fading  things. 

But  forafmuch  as  there  are  natural  means  granted 
us,  of  drivfng  away  our  Enemies,  we  may  well  ufe 
them  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  for  that  it  belongs  unto  every 
Chriftian  Man,  to  do  his  utmoft  to  repell  with  all  his 
power  the  common  Capital  Enemy  ofall  Chriftendom. 

And  now  therefore  that  I  my  felf  may  not  be 
found  to  be  the  leaft  in  defending  my  Cpuntrey,  I 
have  determined  to  exhibit  in  this  Book  the  help  and 
afliftance  that  I  can  afford,  and  this  is  not  Money 
and  Wealth  which  I  have  nor,  but  by  offering  liicli 
artificial  inventions,  and  difclofing  them,  whereby 
the  Enemies  may  be  valiantly  refifted.  For  in  all 
things  we  fee,  that  many  times  far  greater  things 
may  be  done  with  Wiledom  %nd  Prudence,  than 
with  Strength  and  Fortitude,  and  this  is  clearly  evi¬ 
dent 
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evident  in  the  moft  efficacious  Operations  of  Gun 
powder,  which  produce  far  greater  effects  than 
Mens  hands,  though  never  fb  ftrong, could  ever  bring 

forth.  „  _  , 

’Tis  well  known,  that  the  ufe  of  Gun-powder  was 

not  always  known,  but  was  firft  found  out  by  a 
certain  Monk  in  Germany,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1280,  who  by  chance  lighted  on  the  finding  of  its 
dreatifull  ftrength.  Neither  is  there  any  one  igno 
rant  what  great  Vidories  they  that  well  knew  its 
ufe  *obtained  over  their  Enemies  afore  it  was  made 
manifeft.  But  when  it  became  publickly  known 
then  it  ferved  both  Parties,  fb  that  neither  part  had 
more  advantage  by  it  than  the  other,  and  then  the 
deciding  the  Controverfie  confided  (next  the  blef- 
fing  of  God)  in  the  multitude  of  the  Men,  of  which 
their  power  was  compofed,  and  not  in  Art.  And 
like  as  it  feemed  a  meerly  incredible  thing  at  firft 
when  it  was  heard  of,  that  a  Powder  of  fuch  mighty 
force  could  be  made  of  fuch  vile  Subjeds,  vtr..  Brim 
ftone,and  Salt  peter,  and  Charcoals :  Even  fo  will  it 
at  firft  exceed  all  belief,  when  it  ftiall  be  heard  fay 
that  Waters  may  be  prepared  out  of  fuch  Subjefts, 
v/hich  raid  Waters  can  doe  fuch  wonderful],  and  fo 


”^T/is^liro  reported  [or  Chronicled]  that  the  faid 
Monk  did  not  fearch  after  Gun-powder  purpofely, 
but  being  addided  to  Chymiftry,  and  occupied  a- 
bout  Operations  upon  Salt-peter  and  Sulphur,  endea¬ 
voured  to  diftill  a  Water  from  them.  Now  thefe  be- 
ine  mixt,  and  by  chance  taking  fire,  he  perceived 
them  to  break  every  thing,  and  rend  it  into  pieces : 
And  hence  came  that  man  to  know  the  unheard-ot 
Virtues  of  Saltpeter  and  Sulphur,  which  being  fo 
thoroughly  contrary  to  each  other,  made  fuch  great 
concufTions  or  fhakings.  The  fame  thing  hapn^even 
unto  mv  felf,  for  purpofing  to  make  (harp  Waters 
out  of  Sulphur,  Salt-peter,  ai^  other  Salts  fit  for  my 
Durnofe  ;  I  perceived  in  fucn  Operations,  that  far 
oreater  things  mought  be  brought  to  pafs  by  fuch 
firev  Waters  than  could  be  done  by  Gun-powder. 
Neverihelefs,  I  buried  thefe  Secrets  in  great  filence, 
nor  manifefted  I  them  to  any  man,  though  I  knew 
them  above  thefe  twenty  years  ;  fearing  this,  that 
(hould  they  be  known,  they  might  be  as  Inftruments 
in  the  hands  of  the  Chriftians  to  torment  one  ano- 

^^BiiTnow  feeing  God  hath  vouchfafed  to  bcftow  a 
neace  upon  the  whole  Chriftian  World,  and  that  the 
rurh  doe  begin  more  and  more  to  perfecute  and  vex 
the  Chriitians  by  their  Tyrannical  Perfecutions,  and 
endeavour  even  thoroughly  to  root  them  out,  as  they 
have  already  made  a  beginning  Wi  Umgary  of  their 
cieteftable  attempts,  I  advifed  with  my  friends  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  detect  and 
lay  open  thofe  Secrets  to  the  Chriftians,, that  fo  they 
may  be  ufed  againft  the  Turks,  and  I  was  advifed  by 
thefe  my  friends  to  proceed  on  in  the  revealing  of 
them.  Upon  this  account  (all  other  bufineffes  laid  a- 
fide  )  I  wholly  betook  my  felf  to  this  very  one  thing, 
to  get  great  (tore  of  thofe  kind  of  firey  \^^ters  in  rea- 
dinefs  which  may  be  made  ufe  of  as  moft  fubftantial 
bucklers  or  defence  both  offenfively  and  defenfively 
againft  the  Turks.  Now  1  have  done  this  the  more 
vvillingly  and  readily,  becaufe  they  kill- no  man,  but 
doe  onely  fo  far  debilitate  them,  that  they  may  be 
overcome,  and  eafily  taken  and  made  Captives.  For 
were  this  invention  of  mine  fuch  as  would  kill  men,  1 
would  never  have  at  any  time  produced  it  in  pub- 
lick,  and  thus  divulged  it.  And  therefore  I  am  even 


yet  of  this  mind,  that  that  Monk  Barthold  did  not 
well  in  divulging  the  preparation  and  ufe  of  Gun¬ 
powder,  by  which  fuch  a  multitude  of  Men  are  de- 
ftroyed  and  flain. 

But  by  this  Invention  of  mine,  no  man  is  flain,  and 
yet  the  viftory  wrefted  out  of  the  Enemies  hands. 
And  the  Enemies  being  taken  alive  and  made  Cap¬ 
tives,,  may  be  conftrained  to  work,  and  in  my  opini¬ 
on  may  bring  more  benefit  than  if  they  were  flain. 

I  doubt  not  but  that  the  things  I  here  propound 
may  feem  impoflible  even  to  the  wifeft  [fort  of]  men 
of  this  World  ;  nor  indeed  is  it  to  be  wondred  at  if 
it  be  fo ;  for  they  are  unheard-of  Secrets,  and  unfeen, 
and  fo  exceed  all  belief.  I  dare  not  here  truft  my 
Pen  too  much,  though  I  could  difclofe  them  in  a  few 
words,  and  fo,  as  to  bring  every  one  to  acknowledge 
the  truth  hereof,  and  to  feel  it  as  it  were  with  his 
hands.  But  I  muft  deal  warily,  left  fuch  (harp,  and 
yet  not  killing,  weapons  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands. 

But  yet  that  I  may  in  fome  fort  fatisfie  the  defirous 
Reader,  I  doe  fignifie  unto  him  in  brief,  that  all  the 
whole  Art  lyes  coucht  in  this  knack,  that  vaft  quan¬ 
tities  of  thofo  artificial  Waters  may  be  gotten  with¬ 
out  great  Expenccs ;  and  being  prepared,  may  be  af¬ 
terwards  applied  to  ufe  by  fome  certain  fecret  Inftru¬ 
ments  both  offenfively  and  defenfively.  For  thofe 
watfy  Fires,  or  firey  Waters  which  I  fpeak  of,  are 
of  fuch  a  burning  nature,  that  neither  Men  nor  Hor- 
fes  whom  they  touch  are  able  to  refill:  [or  endure] 
them ;  And  yet  they  doe  not  kill,  unlefs  one  be 
minded  to  flay  others,  and  then  they  muft  have  a 
more  peculiar  preparation.  But  as  they  are  by  them- 
felves,  they  kill  none,  but  doe  extreamly  difturb  both 
Horfe  and  Man,  that  it  makes  them  even  impati¬ 
ent  of  the  pains,  and  fo  forceth  them  upon  one  ano¬ 
ther,  whereby  their  order  being  broken,  they  mine 
themlelves.  This  done,  the  vidory  is  as  it  were  gi¬ 
ven  into  the  adverfe  parties  hands,  whereby  they 
can  without  any  labour  vanquifh  and  take  their  Ene¬ 
mies  Captives  I  dare  not  to  fay  any  more  herea¬ 
bouts,  this  onely  I  add  by  way  of  overplus,  that 
even  Women  (  where  Men  are  wanting)  may  not 
onely  (  by  this  invention  of  mine )  drive  off  the 
Enemies  from  any  fenced  place,  but  they  may  force 
them  out  again  out  of  the  place ,  or  o’er  whelm  the 
Company  of  them  that  are  entred  with  Stones. 
Though  this  feems  an  incredible  thing,  yet  is  it  moft 
true,  and  will  without  doubt,  after  it  (hall  come  to 
light,  in  a  fliort  time  ferve  as  a  moft  notable  defence 
for  the  Countrey. 

And  as  touching  the  eafie,and  not  at  all  coftly  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  moift  Fires  and  their  due  ufe,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Inftruments  hereto  requifite  ;  all  this 
fhall  be  fliown  and  deteded  to  thofe  onely  who  both 
can  and  will  ufe  them  againft  the  But  to  others 

not ,  and  this  we  were  willing  to  fignifie  by  way  ot 
admonition  or  advice. 

This  little,  but  yet  exceeding  weighty  Secret,  and 
which  may  be  ufed  againft  our  Countries  Enemies 
with  moft  notable  benefit,  I  have  revealed  enough 
of  at  this  time.  Mean  while  I  hope,  that  even  this 
very  year  the  Enemies  of  the  Chriftian  World  will 
be  notably  endamaged  by  it,  which  God  of  his  grace 
and  mercy  grant,  that  it  may  be  a  folace  and  help  to 
the  Chriftian  World  fo  dreadfully  perfecuted  by  the 
Turk,  even  for  the  honour  and  glory  of  his  holy 
Name.  Amen. 

T  t  c  1 1  Now 
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ITo'iV  foUovJs  the  third  ufe^  and  that  conjlfis  in  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  the  Metalsy  by  7i;hich  alfo  great  benefit  may 
redound  to  the  Countrey. 

AS  for  fucli  things  as  concern  the  true  and  indu¬ 
bitable  melioration  of  Metals  by  Salt  and  Fire, 

1  have  already  fufficiently  enough  demonftrated  in 
the  fifth  part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany y  and  in 
the  Appendix  thereunto. 

But  leeing  my  true  demonftration  there  made, 
feemed  not  fufficiently  clear  and  evident  to  not  a  few, 
and  that  therefore  they  have  moft  lyingly  dared  to 
aver,  that  there  is  no  iuch  thing  as  a  true  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  Metals,  and  that  fuch  like  Affirmations  as 
theleare  meer  fables, meerfalfities,  and  meer dreams: 
Therefore  1  could  not  choole  but  (to  flop  the  mouths 
of  fuch  wicked  Men,  and  fhame  them,)  to  lay  open 
and  publifh  an  evident  and  palpable  truth. 

And  this  is  no  great  task  for  me  to  do,  for  I  was 
many  years  ago  certain  of  the  truth  hereof,  and 
therefore  can  eafily  let  it  afore  the  Eyes  of  others, 
and  that  not  onely  particularly  [or  a  particular  tranf- 
mutation]  but  alfo  univerfally,  infomuch  that  even 
the  blind  may  fee  and  palpably  feel,  that  the  tranf- 
mutation  of  Metals  is  not  an  old  Wives  Fable,  but  is 
a  certain  and  firm  Science,  and  what  is  rifen  even 
from  the  foundation  of  nature  her  felf.  If  now  I  ffiall 
prove  it  to  be  thus,  I  have  then  I  hope  fecured  my 
affairs,  and  have  not  onely  defended  the  Writings 
my  felf  have  fent  abroad,  but  withall  the  moft  true 
affertions  of  other  honeft  Men,  and  fo  fhall  have 
evidently  demonftrated  thofe  things  which  to  the 
greateft  part  of  Men  feems  a  thing  impoffible  to  be 
done. 

Albeit  that  there  are  many  who  have  left  us  the 
truth  in  their  Writings,  yet  are  they  fo  involved  in 
obfcurity,  that  fuch  as  know  not  the  Fundamentals 
of  the  Art,  can  never  learn  ought  of  certainty  from 
them.  Whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  fo  many  Men 
have  vainly  attempted  the  Art,  and  therefore  the 
Art  it  felf  hath  been  mightily  defpifed. 

The  Tranfmuration  of  Metalsis  not  a  thing  of  fo 
fmall  a  moment  [as  that  eminent  Philofbpher  San- 
divogim  in  his  Preface  prefixed  to  his  Wri¬ 

tings ;  where  he  alfo  tells  us,  that  he  that  obtains 
the  knowledge  of  the  fame,  fb  as  to  tranfmute  any 
imperfedt  Metal  into  a  more  perfedt  one,  though  it 
be  done  without  benefit,  hath  met  with  an  open 
Gate,  and  entrance  leading  to  greater  matters,  and 
this  is  alfo  exceedingly  agreeable  with  the  truth.  For 
if  any  one  fhall  take  fbme  iraperfedt  Metal,  and  by 
handling  or  dealing  with  it  with  fuch  or  filch  mat¬ 
ters,  fhall  find  that  it  is  advanced  to  a  golden  or  fil- 
very  nature,  may  maore  deeply  look  into  the  bufinefs 
with  fuller  and  more  accurate  Meditations,  and  [at 
length]  wholly  fearch  it  our,w2i.  whence  that  better¬ 
ing  proceeds,  and  by  what  means  or  in  what  man¬ 
ner  his  labours  are  to  be  contrived. 

And  now  when  fuch  an  one  doth  make  fix  and 
conftant,  fuch  or  fuch  a  Metal  by  the  benefit  of  the 
Fire,  and  ufeth  no  other  matter  about  the  Operati¬ 
on  but  Salt,  and  doth  really  find  a  true  melioration 
of  the  Metal,  certainly  he  cannot  afcribe  it  to  any 
other  thing  but  the  Fire  and  Salt:  and  now  whereas 
he  affuredly  knows,  that  the  melioration  of  Metals 
can  be  perfedted  by  the  help  of  no  other  thing  but  of 
Fire  and  Salt,  he  will  not  need  to  fearch  for  any  o- 
ther,  but  will  rather  wholly  apply  himfelf thereunto, 
whereby  he  may  moft  commodioufly  deal  with  the 


Metals  by  the  means  of  Fire  and  Salt,  and  better 
them  with  profit.  And  if  now  he  be  once  Mafter  of 
his  defire,  he  will  gain  fufficiently  thereby.  But  if 
not,  he  Cannot  blame  the  Art  but  himfelf,  who  in¬ 
deed  fees  thepoffibility  of  the  Art  but  hath  not  (yet) 
entred  in  by  it,  or  through  it  to  the  great  Treafures 
it  difclofeth,  fo  as  to  rake  to  himfelf  a  due  or  compe¬ 
tent  part.  But  forafmuch  as  fuch  happy  Men  are 
very  feldom  found,  who  find  the  Key  that  opens  the 
Doors  to  fuch  Myfteries,  1  judged  it  a  thing  worth 
while  iff  did  here  detedl  this  very  Key,  and  fhow 
3y  what  means  the  Gate  (by  which  the  clofeft  of 
Arts  is  made  fall)  is  wont  to  be  opened.  And  if  now 
it  fhall  pleafe  the  Studious  Artift  to  enter  thereinto, 
he  may  with  all  my  heart,  and  lb  enjoy  thofe  Trea¬ 
fures.  I  will  not  pafs  the  bounds  I  have  intended  to 
obferve:  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  have  fhown  the 
right  and  kingly  way,  wherein  every  one  may  go  that 
lifteth,  that  fo  he  may  arrive  to  his  wilhr  for  end. 

But  as  for  the  Key  that  unlocks  the  Clofet  of  Arc 
in  true  Alchymy,  I  do  confidently  affirm,  that  Salts 
are  fuch  Keys,  and  efpecially  Salt  peter,  and  alfo 
common  Salt  and  Vitriol,  each  of  which  is  of  it  felf 
efficacious  enough  to  open  the  Door  which  fhuts 
the  Parlour  or  Clofet  of  Arts  in  Alchymy.  But  one 
Salt  joyned  with  another  as  is  expedient  and  in  con¬ 
venient  wife  as  Arc  requires,  does  effefl  more  and 
fhow  greater  power  than  if  it  abode  alone,  and  this 
my  Writings  do  too  and  agen  largely  fhew.  But 
thole  Salts  are  in  an  efpecial  manner  more  excellent 
as  to  power  and  virtues  than  others  are,  thofe  I  fay 
which  being  firlf  made  volatile  or  fpiritual  are  after¬ 
wards  made  corporeal,  like  as  the  following  example 
doth  evidently  demonftrate. 

An  evident  demonfir ation  of  the  fojjibility  of  tranfmuting 
the  viler  Metals  by  Salt  and  Fire  into  more  noble 

“"^2-^7  /f 

Take  of  vitriol  two  parts,  and  of  good  Salt-j;^ 
ter  one  parr,  mix  them  well,  and  being  mixt 
diftillan  Aejua  Fortis  therefrom,  with  this  Water,  dif 
folve  Silver  or  Lead,  and  pour  into  the  Solution 
fome  Spirit  of  Salt,  or  elfe  feme  common  Salt  onely 
diffolved  in  Water,  that  fo  the  diffolved  Metals  may 
be  turned  into  white  Powder,  and  precipitate  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Veffel.  This  done,  waffioff  thetA^jua 
Portis  from  the  Calx  of  Silver  or  Lead,  with  Rain¬ 
water,  and  you  fhall  find  it  to  be  one  quarter  pare 
encreafed,  and  this  augmentation  cannot  be  wafht 
off  with  any  Water.  Now  thefe  faline  Spirits  do 
make  the  Lune  and  Saturn  fovery  volatile,  fufile,and 
flying,  that  they  melt  in  a  fmall  heat  and  penetrate 
all  hard  Bodies.  Upon  this  account  I  cailed  thofe 
fugacious  and  fufile  Metals,  by  the  name  of  a  A/er- 
curgy  which  foid  Alercury  of  Lune,  or  of  Saturn  hath 
affumed  to  it  felf onely  fo  much  of  the  Salts  as  it  need¬ 
ed,  to  amend  it  felf  in  the  Fire,  when  they  mutual¬ 
ly  ad  upon  each  other,  and  the  Salt  maturates  the 
Metal. 

But  what  courfe  fhall  we  now  take  with  thefo 
Metals,  feeing  they  are  fo  very  volatile,  that  they 
cannot  refift  the  indifferently  ftrong  force  of  Fire,  and 
therefore  go  away  in  fume  I  And  forafmuch  as  they 
abide  not  the  Fire  and  do  not  die,  by  what  means 
can  they  be  amended  I 

There  is  no  better  way  to  be  taken  with  them 
here,  than  (for  prevention  of  their  volatility)  to  add 
to  them  fbme  metallick  body,  into  which,  the  fu¬ 
gacious  exceeding  fufile,  and  Salt  Metal  may  hide 

it 
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it  feir,  and  fo  brook  the  Fire.  And  amongft  thefe 
lix  merallick  Bodies,  I  know  not  as  yet  of  any  better 
than  Tin  reduced  into  Afhes,  which  is  moft  fit  for 
this  Operation,  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  unfit  or  hard 
to  melt  of  any  the  Calxs  of  the  reft  of  the  Me- 
tajs.  _ 

If  therefore  you  will  make  experiment  of  this  Ope¬ 
ration,  ddjoyn  to  one  part  oi  ihQ  Mercury  oi  Lime 
or  Saturn  two  parts  of  the  white  Afhes  of  Tin,  which 
j  being  well  mixt  and  put  into  a  Glafs  Cucurbit  well 
I  fenced  with  Lute,  let  it  into  Sand,  put  Fire  therein- 
I  to  by  little  and  little  untill  the  matter  in  theGlals  be 
j  well  heated  ;  in  this  darkifh  red  hot  heat,  leave  it  fo 

■  long  untill  Ibme  part  of  the  matter  doth  afcend  by 
1  fublimation  up  into  the  Alembick  placed  at  top,  and 

up  the  neck  of  the  Cucurbit.  Then  you  muft  put 
on  another  Alembick,  and  take  out  all  the  ftiblimate 
out  of  the  former  Alembick,  and  put  it  back  upon 
its  matter  in  the  Cucurbit,  atid  it  is  to  be  again  left 
fo  long  in  the  Fire,  untill  there  doth  again  afcend 
Ibme  part  by  fublimation  into  the  Head-  This  be¬ 
ing  taken  out  of  the  Head  is  to  be  again  put  into  the 
Cucurbit,  and  to  be  added  to  its  own  matter,  (and 
to  be  proceeded  with)  till  again  fbme  portion  fublimes 
up  out  of  the  matter  into  the  Alembick.  Now  thefe 
labours  are  to  be  fo  often  repeated,  untill  there  af- 
cends  no  more  matter  up  into  the  Head,  and  all  the 
matter  abides  behind  in  the  bottom  of  the  Cucurbit 
fixr.  This  being  done,  a  ftronger  Fire  is  to  be  ad- 
miniftred,  that  the  Metals  may  be  operated  upon  by 
the  Salts.  For  by  how  much  the  more  and  longer 
they  endure  the  violence  of  the  Salts,  fb  much  the 
better  do  they  grow',  which  being  taken  forth  and 
reduced  by  th»  adding  unto  them  their  due  matters 
and  being  feparated  by  a  Cupel  do  yield  forth  a  no- 
1  table  encreafe  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

(  This  undoubted  Experiment  and  evident  Demon- 
firation,  doth  (by  its  evident  Operation)  clearly 

■  and  perfpicuoufly  teach  and  prove  the  melioration 
and  tranfmutation  of  the  Metals  into  better  and  more 
pure;  but  if  this  way  feems  to  any  very  laborio  us 
and  full  of  troubles,  I  will  fhow  him  a  more  compen¬ 
dious  way  and  fuch  as  is  of  lefs  labour,  for  the  fake 
of  fearching  out  the  truth. 

I  Fill  a  Halfiak  Crucible  (one  of  the  beft  make) 
i  with  the  felf  fame  mixture,  'viz,,  one  part  of  the 
I  Mercury  of  Saturn^  and  two  parts  of  Tin-afhes,  and 
I  fqueeze  in  the  matter  thereinto  with  your  Thumb 
I  pretty  hard,  and  fit  at  top  of  this  Pot,  another  fome- 
I  what  lefler,  fo  as  that  they  may  fhut  clofe  and  tight 
i  at  their  mouths,  and  one  may  not  fall  off  from  the 
i  other,  if  they  be  turned  (topfie  turvy:)  Now  in 
■ !  this  upper  Pot,  put  fbme  Plates  of  Copper  in,  afore 
!  you  place  it  on  the  lower  one,  yet  on  fuch  wife  that 
j  in  the  turning  the  Pots  (up  and  down)  they  fall  not 
out  of  their  places.  Each  Pot  like  wife  is  to  be  well 
’  fenced  with  Lute  fuch  as  will  not  chap  when  it  is  dri- 
j  cd,  and  yet  it  may  be  mended  if  it  fhould  a  little 
i  cleave  by  dawbing  fbme  more  on,  and  this  is  done, 
that  no  fume  at  all  get  out.  The  Lute  being  dried, 
place  this  double  Pot  or  Crucible  in  a  circular  Fire, 

.  I  and  augment  the  Fire  more  and  more,  and  move  it 
. ;  nearer  and  nearer  it  untill  it  be  well  heated.  Then 
!  I  put  thereto  larger  Coals,  and  cover  the  Pot  all  over 
f:  with  them,  that  it  may  be  every  where  red  hot,  in 
‘  i  which  great  heat  of  the  Fire  it  is  to  be  left  fbm'e  two 

■  *  or  three  hours.  Then  being  cool,  take  out  and  o- 
i pen  your  Pot,  and  you  fhall  find  the  Copper  Plates 
i  I  in  fome  fort  tinged  with  a  white  colour,  but  yet  this 

i  colour  is  not  fb  conftant  and  fix  as  to  abide  in  the  Cu¬ 


pel  or  on  theTeft  with  its  Body.  Therefore  necef- 
ficy  requires  that  thofe  Plates  be  dillblved  in  Aaua 
Fonts ^  and  be  precipitated  by  pouring  thereon  bait 
diffolyed  in  common  Water,  in  which  precipitation 
the  Silver  Calx  fettles  to  the  bottom.  This  Calx  be¬ 
ing  freed  of  its  Saltnefs  by  pouring  Water  thereon^ 
and  being  dried,  is  to  be  wrapt  up  in  a  Plate  of  Lead, 
or  fome  ftieet  Lead  made  as  thin  as  Paper,  and  be 
put  on  a  red  hot  Teft,  in  which  there  muft  be  a  little 
Lead  in  Flux,  which  may  the  more  readily  receive 
the  filvery  Calx  wrapt  tip  in  the  leaden  Paper,  and 
which  is  volatile,  and  may  hinder  it  from  going  a- 
way  in  fume  ;  the  Lead  being  conliimed,  there  will 
be  a  grain  of  Silver  abiding  on  the  Teft,  which  being 
diffolved  in  Acfua  Fortts,  will  let  fall  fome  Gold  to 
the  bottom.  If  any  of  the  remaining  matter  in  the 
Crucible  be  to  be  reduced,  then  boil  it  with  Lead, 
and  let  it  be  reduced  into  Scoria’s  out  of  the  Regu¬ 
lus  will  there  alfo  remain  on  the  Teft  a  grain  of  Sil¬ 
ver  containing  Gold  in  it.  But  this  way  brings  no 
profit,  as  being  here  taught  for  this  onely  end  to  de- 
monftrate  the  poffibility  of  the  thing.  But  if  you 
would  get  any  profit  by  fuch  an  Operation,  it  will 
be  altogether  neceffary  to  ufe  fuch  Veiiels  in  which 
nothing  at  all  may  go  away  in  fume,  butali  the  mat¬ 
ter  may  abide  together,  and  may  fo  get  a  fixity  and 
conftancy;  and  this  cannot  be  done  in  Crucibles^ 
but  it  will  bring  a  profitable  melioration  by  the  (aid 
way. 

Some  may  now  demand  from  whence  that  Gold 
and  Silver  fhould  come.?  whether  out  of  the  Lead  or 
out  of  the  Tin  (  doubtlefly  it  comes  from  both.  And 
therefore  feeing  the  Copper  Plates  in  this  Cementa¬ 
tion,  as  likewife  the  cementing  powder  it  felf  have 
put  on  a  golden  and  filvery  nature,  can  any  one 
doubt  that  this  is  a  true  Tranfmutation  by  Fire  and 
Salt  ?  And  this  is  efpecially  manifeft  even  from  the 
Copper  Plates,  which  had  nothing  at  alltoucht  them, 
fave  the  faline  Spirits  afeending  up  out  of  the  Cemen- 
tatory  Powder,  which  in  the  heat  of  the  Fire  pene¬ 
trated  the  Copper,  and  amended  it  in  fo  fhorta 
time.  Is  there  any  one  now  fo  blinded  as  that  he 
cannot  here  fee,  that  this  bettering  the  Metals  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  Salt  and  Fire.  Certainly  no  body  will 
be  able  to  heal  him  that  is  blinded  with  fuch  a  dark- 
neft  of  his  fight,  and  therefore  muft  he  even  lie  all 
his  lifes  time  in  fuch  obfeure  mifts.  For  this  Opera¬ 
tion  is  fet  down  fb  clearly  and  evidently  that  it  may 
be  even  felt  and  perceived  with  the  hands. 

N.  B.  If  fb  be  any  one  is  defirous  of  getting  more 
Gold  and  Silver  by  the  help  of  this  Operation,  he 
may  ufe  the  Mercury  of  Lune  inftead  of  the  Mercury 
of  Lead,  for  it  will  yield  far  more  than  Saturrs 
will. 

I  could  exhibit  ro  fmall  variety  of  thefe  kind  of 
Eilperiments,  but  that  the  fhortnefs  of  time  bids  me 
ftop,  and  forbear  their  defeription ;  rhbfe  that  cannot 
learn  ought  from  ,thefe  things,  greater  ones  will  not 
be  at  all  ufcfull  unto  them.  Thus  have  I  a-new  evi¬ 
dently  demonftrated,  that  a  particular  melioration 
of  the  Metals  isdone  by,  and  proceeds  from  Salt  and 
Fire  alone. 

An  infallihle  demonjlration,  that  a  true  tinBure  or  uni- 

'uerfal  Medicine  maj  he  made  hy  Salt  and  FirCj  for 

the  melioration  of  Metals. 

REcipe  one  pound  of  the  Mercury  of  Lead,  or 
rather  of  Lune yof  the  Afhes  of  Tin  two  pounds, 
mix  thefe  matters  together  and  put  them  into  a  Glafs 
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Retort  coated,  and  put  it  in  Sand,  or  rather  in  ^ 
open  Fire,  and  give  a  Fire  by  degrees.  In  this  O- 
peration,  the  Salts  inhering  in  the  Mercury  of  5^- 
turn  or  Ltme,  do  difplay  or  exercife  their  virtues  up¬ 
on  Jupher,  and  feize  upon  it  and  leave  the  Lme  or 
Lead,  and  afcend  up  into  the  neck  of  the  Retort 
like  Mercury  liiblimate,  and  are  very  heavy  ^d 
ponderous, and  do  very  rarely  fall  down  into  the  Re¬ 
ceiver,  becaufethey  prefently  lettle  afloon  as  ever 
they  feel  any  Refrigeration.  Therefore  it  is  needful! 
that  the  neck  of  the  Retort  be  fomewhat  wide,  that 
fo  the  Mercury  fublimate  may  meet  with  Ipace  and 
room  enough,  and  may  not  by  wanting  room  break 
the  Retort.  Now  when  the  Retort  has  been  kept 
three  hours  in  a  red  hot  heat,  which  time  is  requifi^ 
for  the  Mercury  fublimate  to  afcend  in,  then  ceaft 
from  continuing  or  keeping  on  your  Fire,  that  fo  it 
may  cool-  Then  take  out  the  fublimate  out  of  the 
neck  of  the  Retort  when  cold,  and  you  fhall  find  a- 
bout  fome  eight  Lots  4  Ounces,  and  proceed  with  it 
the  way  following,  as  we  fhall  by  and  by  tell  you. 
Mix  the  Reliques  or  what  is  left,  with  two  parts 
of  Regulm  of  Antimony  made  with  Iron,  and  melt 
it  into  a  body  :  Walh  off  the  Reguhts  and  Tin  from 
the  Silver  with  Salt-peter,  and  you  fhall  have  your 
Silver  not  onely  encreafed  by  the  Jupter,  but  alfo 
indued  with  fomewhat  of  a  golden  nature;  as  much 
as  the  Salts  could  maturate  in  fb  fhort  a  time,  which 
is  indeed  a  fpeedy  Tranfmutation.  But  if  you  ufe 
Mercury  of  Saturn^  there  will  not  follow  much  a- 
mendment  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  Yet  neverthelefs,that 
even  the  truth  it  felf  may  even  by  this  means  be 
fearcht  out,  there  may  be  added  a  little  Lead,  and 
be  boiled  and  reduced  into  Scoria  in  which  there 
will  remain  a  grain  of  Silver,  which  will  give  you 
information,  how  much  melioration  the  feline  Spirits 
are  able  to  beftow  in  three  or  four  hours  fpace. 

But  this  is  not  the  right  way  of  getting  profit,  for 
as  much  as  it  fhows  onely  the  poflibility  of  the  thing. 

But  if  you  would  have  any  profit  by  fuch  an  Ope¬ 
ration,  you  muft  get  you  a  Cucurbit  for  this  fublima- 
tion  made  of  good  and  vitreous  or  glazefying  Earth  ; 
and  the  fublimed  Mercury  muft  be  taken  forth  of  the 
Alembick,  and  be  again  added  to  the  dry  niatter  ly¬ 
ing  in  the  bottom  of  the  Cucurbit,  and  this  Opera¬ 
tion  of  fubliming  it  muft  be  fo  often  repeated,  till 
there  afcend  up  no  more,  and  that  all  abides  fix  with 
the  Tin.  Then  is  a  ftronger  Fire  to  be  put  thereto, 
and  the  Jupter  and  Saturn  will  be  maturated  by  the 
Salt  as  we  taught  afore.  And  if  now  any  be  minded 
to  take  that  feme  fublimated  matter,  as  it  afeended 
in  the  firft  fublimation,  and  would  make  it  fix  and 
conftant  (pr  fe)  in  a  Glafs,  he  would  get  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  that  will  in  projection  tinge  with  a  white  and 
red  colour,  but  yet  I  never  have  as  yet  tried  the 
latter  of  thefe.  Flowever  I  doubt  not,  but  it  may 
be  done.  For  feeing  that  this  fublimed  matter,  doth 
(though  it  be  fb  volatile)  penetrate  the  Plates  of 
Copper,  by  three  or  four  hours  time  cementation, 
and  turns  fomewhat  of  the  feid  Plates  into  the  nature 
of  Gold  and  Silver  by  graduation,  how  much  more 
would  it  do,  if  being  brought  to  a  due  fixity  and  con- 
ftancy,  it  fhould  be  projected  into  fome  molten  and 
flowing  Metal  ?  For  that  in  fuch  a  white  fublimate 
(principally  in  that  which  proceeds  from  Z,«we)  there 
lies  hid  alfo  an  occult  rednefs,  and  may  bemanifefted 
by  the  Fire,  this  I  fey,  mine  Eyes  have  feen,  and 
mine  hands  have  felt,  but  have  not  as  yet  brought 
the  Operation  to  its  compleat  end,  by  reafbn  of  va¬ 
rious  lets  and  want  of  time. 


Farther,  by  fuch  a  fublimate  Mercury  may  likewife 
be  wrought  various  Tranfmutations,  which  I  think 
not  fit  to  divulge.  It  is  in  its  nature  fugacious  and 
volatile,  and  yet  notwithftanding  doth  it  in  procefs 
of  time  make  all  other  volatile  and  fugacious  matters, 
fuch  as  are  Arfenick,  Auripigment,  Cobolt,  and 
even  the  moft  flying  of  all,  %>iz.  common  Mercury, 
fix  and  conflant,  which  etfed  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  Salt  onely.  He  that  knows  rightly  to  manage 
this  Operation,  will  not  labour  in  vain,  but  vvill  be 
rendred  a  partaker  of  great  fecrets,  which  thing  I 
leave  to  the  Sons  of  Art,  as  a  Teftament  or  Will. 

But  yet  that  I  may  kindle  fome  little  Torch  for  to 
guide  the  defirous  Reader,  and  may  make  him  more 
certain  of  a  true  Tindture,  which  this  abjedt  Mercu¬ 
ry  fublimate  fhowing  it  felf  in  a  white  colour  hides  in 
it,  I  have  thought  good,  yet  farther  to  add  this  fol¬ 
lowingway. 

Exrrad  out  of  this  fublimate  a  running  Mercury, 
vivifying  and  feparating  it  by  apt  and  magnetick  > 
fubjedls  ;  and  evaporate  a  little  portion  or  particle 
thereof,  of  about  the  bignefe  of  a  Pea,  in  a  Silver 
Spoon  ;  when  ’tis  all  gone,  you  will  find  a  purple 
Powder  left  in  the  Spoon.  If  you  caft  this  Powder 
upon  hot  boiling  Lead,  you  will  find  after  its  blow¬ 
ing  off,  a  grain  of  Gold  on  the  Teft.  The  Spoon  it 
felf  will  bear  the  mark  of  a  purple  fpot  in  that  place, 
in  which  the  Mercury  went  away  in  fume,  and  it 
cannot  be  blotted  or  rubbed  out,  becaufe  the  Mercu¬ 
ry  hath  deeply  imprefled  the  Tindture  in  the  Spoon. 

Now  may  fome  or  other  fey  unto  me,  whence  • 
did  that  little  grain  of  Gold  left  on  the  Cupel,  and 
that  purple  fpot  which  tinged  the  Silver  Spoon,  pro¬ 
ceed,  came  it  from  the  Lead  or  from  t^  Tin,  or 
from  the  Silver,  or  out  of  the  feline  Spirits  ?  The 
greateft  part  of  Men  will  fey  it  proceeded  out  of  the 
Lead,  Tin,  or  Silver.  But  I  fey,  that  it  did  indeed 
come  out  of  the  Lead,  Tin  or  Silver,  but  that  the 
Tindture  ad  joyned  thereunto  is  for  the  moft  part  the 
true  Soul  of  Niter,  which  the  Mercury  took  unto  it 
felf,  and  again  left  it  and  forfbok  it  affoon  as  ever  it 
was  vexed  or  forced  with  the  Fire.  But  I  doubt  not 
but  that  if  fuch  a  Mercury  impregnated  with  the  Soul 
of  Niter,  were  fixed  and  made  conftant  in  the  Fire, 
it  would  afford  an  univerfel  Tindture. 

I  confefs  I  have  tried  many  a  time  this  Operation 
in  fmall  Experiments,  which  fbmetimes  anfwered  not  ■ 
my  defires,  what  diligence  foever  I  ufed  therea¬ 
bouts  ;  but  when  I  attempted  it  in  a  greater  quanti¬ 
ty  it  never  fiicceeded.  This  thing  feems  to  be  pofi- 
ted  in  the  will  and  pleafure  onely  ofthe  Omnipotent 
God,  who  will  not  have  thole  his  fo  great  Myfteries 
and  Gifts  profaned.  I  have  indeed  (like  unto  Mo- 
fes)  feen  the  promifed  Land,  but  yet  1  do  not  know 
whether  or  no  God  will  bring  me  thither  in  this  Life, 
that  fo  I  may  enjoy  thofe  moft  precious  Fruits. 

And  if  God  fhould  not  vouchfafe  me  that  benefit," 
yet  do  I  willingly  reft  content  with  this,  that  I  have 
feen  with  mine  Eyes,  and  felt  with  mine  hands  the 
truth  of  the  Art  more  than  once,  which  Art  fbmany 
thoufends  of  Men  do  fo  greedily  gape  after,  but  yet 
not  with  fuch  good  hap  and  fuccefs  as  to  find  it  out 
or  fee  it. 

I  have  I  fey  feen  the  truth,  but  not  the  Tinfture 
brought  to  its  end  or  perfection,  but  yet  have  I  feen 
its  beginning  which  makes  me  certainly  allured  ib 
far,  as  that  I  dare  to  affirm,  and  confidently  aver, 
that  there  is  in  nature  fuch  a  thing  as  a  true  Tinc¬ 
ture,  and  that  it  may  by  Gods  blelfing  be  prepared 
by  an  Artifls  hand.  1  have  not  yet  had  fb  much 
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quiet  and  fo  much  time  as  to  undertake  this  fo  weigh¬ 
ty  a  Work.  Yet  now  I  have  a  relblution  to  let  afide 
all  worldly  cares,  Iblicitudes  and  bufinelTes,  and  to 
attempt  and  wait  upon  this  kingly  Work,  and  ex- 
pedt  what  the  divine  grace  will  bellow  upon  me. 
For  we  are  to  look  for  all  good  things  from  above, 
for  elfe  we  labour  in  vain,  whatfoever  diligence  we 
make  ufe  of. 

Thele  things  I  was  willing  to  publilh  for  the  Af- 
I  fertion  fake  of  the  truth,  and  to  prove  that  there  was 
'  in  nature  a  true  Tindture,  that  lb  it  may  evidently 
appear  that  Metals  may  be  tranfmuted  both  univer- 
j  fally  and  particularly.  And  if  by  Ibme  defperate  Men 
or  by  a  fudden  and  immature  death  (which  chances 
i  God  of  his  mercy  gracioufly  keep  from  me)  all  the 
‘  Mediums  or  means  of  perfedling  fo  great  a  Work, 

;  andhnilhing  it  lliouldbe  cut  off  from  me,  yet  not- 
i  wichftanding  the  truth  it  felf  will  be  able  to  beur  wit- 
nefs  to  my  fayings  when  I  am  dead  and  gone.  For 
I  have  by  me  even  yet  thofe  Silver  Plates  tinged 
with  Purple  Spots,  which  can  at  all  times  witnefs 
i  the  truth  of  thofe  things  I  have  here  delivered.  For 
■  it  is  an  impollible  thing  that  Silver  fliould  be  tinged 
with  a  purple  colour  without  a  Tindture.  If  there¬ 
fore  there  is  to  be  found  the  truth  in  that  white  and 
fug;^cious  fublimate,  what  I  pray  would  be  found  in 
the  fix  and  Fire-abiding  red  Tindlure?  Would  it  not 
be,  thateffedls  of  far  greater  moment  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  fuch  a  Tindture.  The  Ancients  therefore 
that  defired  firmnefs  of  health  and  a  long  life,  beftow- 
ed  fuch  labours  and  fweats  upon  getting  a  true  Me- 
'  dicine  for  humane  and  metallick  Bodies,  and  fbme 
of  them  arrived  to  their  wifht-for  end,  but  the  grea- 
i  teft  part  of  them  were  deceived  with  vain  labours, 
and  fruftrated  of  their  conceived  hopes, 
i  If  any  Man  did  certainly  know  that  there  were  in 

'  fome  places  to  be  found  mighty  treafures  of  Gold, 

;  Pearls,  and  Precious  Stones,  and  it  were  granted 
every  one  to  fearch  after  them  for  his  own  proper 
I  advantage,  what  think  you,  he  would  be  lazy  and 
;  flow,  and  would  not  fet  himfelf  to  feek  after  them. 

;  But  if  any  fhould  fo  order  his  fearch  that  like  a  blind 
Man,  he  neither  knows  nor  fees  what  itis  hefeeks 
after,  or  in  what  place  it  is  to  be  fought  by  him,  cer¬ 
tainly  fuch  an  one  would  labour  in  vain,  andlofe 
both  his  time,  pains,  and  cofts ;  and  this  ufually  be- 
i  tides  the  greateft  part  of  Men,  for  they  fpend  their 
labours  in  vain  in  their  fearch  after  this  Work,  be- 
caule  (like  blind  Men)  they  neither  know  what 
they  arc  to  feek,  nor  where.  But  yet  ’tis  credible  that 
there  would  not  fuch  a  multitude  of  them  have  ftray’d 
from  the  truth,  had  but  any  one  fo  clearly  and  per- 
fj3icuoufly  fhown  and  pointed  as  it  wfere  with  the 
!  Fingers  at  the  place  where  the  Treafiire  lyeth  hid¬ 
den,  as  I  have  now  done. 

And  although  the  envious  and  lying  Devil  fhould 
oppofe  the  truth  even  with  his  greateft  power,  and 
I  fhould  moft  cruelly  rage  againft  it,  yet  notwithftan- 
ding  he  will  not  be  able  to  fhew  us  any  one  Man 
that  hath  produced  and  brought  the  truth  forth  to 
the  light  with  greater  perfpicuity  and  evidence  than 
Ghuber  hath. 

I  have  therefore  yet  once  more  at  prefent  fhown 
by  a  moft  evident  demonftration  even  before  the 
!  whole  World,  and  have  afferted  it  for  a  truth,  that 
not  onelythe  more  imperfedt  Metals  do  admit  of  be¬ 
ing  really  tranfmuted  by  Salt  and  Fire  into  the  more 
perfedl  ones,  but  withall,  that  by  them,  {fvtz,.  Fire 
;  and  Salt]  a  Tindture  may  be  made. 

And  now  let  all  mine  enemies  vifible  and  invifiblej 


ones,  open  and  fecret  ones,  what  name  fbever  ftiled 
by,  come  forth  and  publickly  produce  the  true 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  with  a  clearer  and  more 
confpicuous  manifeftation  than  I  have  here  done.  I 
acquiefee  with  what  I  have  hitherto  fpoken  ;  if  God 
fliall  pleafe  I  will  divulge  admirable  things  in  my 
next  third  Century.  In  this  little  Treatife  there  are 
laid  open  onely  four  fecrets,  but  yet  fb  clearly  and 
confpicuoufly  that  no  body  hath  as  yet  manitefted 
fuch  and  fo  eminent  things  with  clearer  and  more 
perfpicuous  exprellions. 

For  that  firft  Inftrument  is  clearly  enough  deferi- 
bed,  by  the  help  of  which,  not  onely  a  great  plenty 
of  all  fharp  Spirits  may  be  prepared  with  very  little 
cofts  and  eafie  labour,  and  the  four  fold  ufe  of  thefe 
Spirits  is  able  to  bring  moft  great  profit  to  the 
Countrey. 

I.  All  Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  are  thereby  ex¬ 
tracted  out  of  the  poorer  fort  of  Oars  which  Germany 
abounds  with  every  where,  and  that  in  a  far  eafier 
manner  than  by  fufion,  and  are  fo  brought  to  a  very 
gainfull  improvement,  to  the  great  benefit  of  all  Gtr- 
many^  the  which  hath  never  been  hitherto  done. 

a.  Of  the  faid  Spirits  is  made  a  Water-attrac¬ 
ting  Magnet,  for  the  bettering  of  poorer  Wines,  that 
fb  they  may  keep  good,  and  be  theeafilier  tranlpor- 
ted  out  of  one  place  into  another,  as  I  have  fignified 
in  my  fecond  Century.  It  is  a  lecrct  which  offers 
gain  both  to  the  rich  and  poor,  and  may  be  prepa¬ 
red  in  great  plenty. 

The  imperfeeft  Metals  are  fundry  ways  better¬ 
ed  by  thofe  faline  Spirits,  of  which  may  be  madevaft 
quantities  as  I  have  fhown  in  this  Work  or  Book,  and 
this  melioration  my  Writings  do  varioufly  teach  and 
treat  of. 

4.  By  the  help  of  thefe  fiery  Spirits  of  Salts,  pre¬ 
parable  in  mighty  plenty,  which  is  a  thing  conynodi- 
oufly  to  be  done  by  the  Inftrument  deferibed  in  this 
Book,  may  the  Turks  who  are  the  Enemies  of  the 
Chriftian  World  be  refifted  without  any  Bloud-fhcd. 
Concerning  thefe  fiery  Waters,  which  being  fuch  a 
notable  deftruclion  on  the  Enemies,  this  is  here  to 
be  noted,  that  immenfe  quantities  of  them  are  eafily 
gotten  without  any  Diftillation  and  with  very  little 
expences. 

For  if  much  be  to  be  effedled  by  t||pm,  it  is  necef- 
farily  requifite  to  have  vaft  quantities  of  them  in  rea- 
dinefs,  without  which,  no  great  matters  are  in  this 
cafe  to  be  accompliftit.  But  as  concerning  the  man¬ 
ner  qf  fo  greatly  endammaging  the  Turks  by  thefe 
mpift  Waters  I  cannot  fo  accurately  deferibe  the  fame 
here,  as  being  a  meer  ftranger  to,  and  ignorant  in 
military  affairs.  However  I  will  briefly  and  in  few 
words  ftiaddow  out,  what  way  I  think  it  may,  be 
done  by,  wz,.  to  refift  and  mightily  endamage  the 
Enemies  by  them. 

Firft  of  all,  this  is  the  nature  and  property  of  thefe 
moift  Waters.  As  to  outward  view  they  are  like 
Water,  and  may  be  handled  or  dealt  with  as  other 
common  Wafers,  but  their  inward  virtue  is  nothing 
but  a  meer  Fire.  And  becaule  thele  moift  Wate« 
may  be  thrown  not  onely  with  the  hands,  but  with 
greater  Warlike  Engines  or  Guns  a  good  way  off, 
by  artificial  Inftruments  prepared  for  that  purpofe  ; 
therefore  is  the  ufe  of  them  manifoldj^ind  as  neceility' 
requires  may  they  be  ufed  feveral  ways  for  the  ex- 
pulflon  and  overcoming  of  the  Enemies.  We  will 
illuftrate  our  meaning  by  an  example,  buppofe  1 
am  in  a  City  or  Caftle  befieged  by  the  Enemies,  and 
that  I  have  by  me  fbme  of  thofe  kind  of  Infh  umenrs 
U  u  u  u  u  which 
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which  are  accommodated  to  this  ufe  for  the  moift 
Fires.  If  now  the  Enemy  fhould  fet  upon  the  Trench, 
Wall*  or  a  Bul  wark,  and  I  were  furniflied  with  that 
defenfive  Water  of  mine,  fliould  ftand  behind  the 
Wall  or  Bul-wark  in  that  place  which  the  Enemy 
fetsupon,  he  could  not  poffibly  come  at  me  ;  forthofe 
moift  Fires  may  be  caft  by  the  laid  Inftruments  far 
without  the  City,  like  a  fiery  fhowr  of  Rain,  or  like 
a  Cloud,  which  Rain  being  forced  out  of  but  one 
onely  Inftrument  would  dilate  it  felf  far  and  wide 
upon  many  hundreds  of  Men,  and  whatfoever  it 
touched  it  would  hurt  and  burn  like  common  natu¬ 
ral  Fire,  and  it  would  efpecially  blind  their  fight,  fb 
that  the  Men  would  not  be  able  to  look  up  or  lee. 
If  now  the  Enemies  fhould  make  their  attempt  upon 
any  place,  and  there  fhould  be  fhoured  down  upon 
them  fuch  a  fiery  Rain,  and  by  hurting  their  Eye- 
fight  make  them  quite  blind,  how  would  they  be 
able  being  blinded  to  get  over  the  Walls  or  Bul-warks.? 
I  do  believe  that  if  they  fhould  have  gotten  over 
the  Walls  or  Forts,  and  be  made  thus  blind,  they 
would  be  heartily  glad  if  they  could  but  get  out  a- 
gain  and  recover  their  own  party.  But  it  would 
be  better  to  beat  them  off,  and  blind  them  when 
they  come  with  their  Ladders  to  fcale  the  Walls, 
than  to  permit  them  to  approach  any  nearer.  But 
yet  if  it  fhould  fo  happen  that  the  Enemies  had  got¬ 
ten  even  into  the  City  it  felf,  and  there  were  fome 
Houfes  in  the  principal  places  or  ftreets  in  which  the 
defendants  may  rally  themfelves  and  that  flich 
Floufes  were  furniflit  with  fuch  moift  Fires,  and  that 
fuch  fiery  fhowcrs  were  fhot  out  thence  fo  blinding 
them  that  they  durft  not  open  their  Eyes,  what  I 
pray  would  they  be  able  to  do, being  blinded  and  clear¬ 
ly  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  their  fight  i*  Would  they 
not  throw  away  their  Arms  and  fblely  rnind  the 
getting  the  Fire  out  of  their  Eyes,  and  yet  it  would 
hardly  be  fb  done  in  half  a  days  time,  nay  if  it 
fhould  touch  their  Eyes  in  pretty  quantity,  it  would 
fcarfe  be  quencht  in  two  days  time,  and  if  they 
fhould  go  to  wipe  their  Eyes  with  their  hands,  then 
would  they  make  their  torments  much  more  intol- 
lerable,  and  would  add  more  Fire  to  their  Eyes,  be- 
caufe  their  hands  are  likewife  moiftned  and  plagued 
with  that  continual  fhour.  And  now  may  not  fuch 
unbidden  G#fts  be  overwhelmed  and  flain  with 
Stones  caft  on  them  out  of  the  adjoyning  Houfes.^ 
And  may  not  one  fingle  Woman  with  fuch  a 
little  Inftrument  onely  filled  with  thefe  moift  Fires 
defend  her  Floufe  againft  an  hundred  Soldiers.  Ve¬ 
rily  in  my  opinion  there  may  be  made  a  better  de¬ 
fence  with  fuch  a  little  Inftrument  that  one  may 
carry  about  with  him,  than  with  ten  or  even  an  hun¬ 
dred  Mufquets.  For  loo  Mufquets  require  loo 
Men,  all  which  when  they  have  difcharged  their 
Guns  once,  and  have  flain  fbme  ten  or  twelve  Men 
(and  yet  it  is  not  wont  ufually  to  happen  fo  in  fiich 
cafes  neither)  they  need  fome  time  to  load  their  Muf 
quets  again,  if  they  would  keep  on  fhooting.  But 
this  Inftrument  may  beuled  even  by  .Women,  two 
or  three  of  whom  will  haply  do  more  hurt  to  the 
Enemy  than  twenty  or  thirty,  yea  haply  one  hun¬ 
dred  Men  are  able  to  do  with  their  Mufquets.  And 
if  the  Women  and  other  weak  Men  do  but  blind  their 
Enemies,  the  armed  Men  may  take  them  thus  blind¬ 
ed  Prifoners  ;  that  fo  not  being  killed  but  made 
Slaves,  they  may  be  fet  to  Work  and  Till  the  Land, 
and  this  would  be  far  more  profitable  than  the  kil¬ 
ling  of  them  would  be.  So  then,  may  not  an  hun¬ 
dred  Soldiers  by  the  help  of  my  Inftruments  defend 


any  Fortrefs  with  greater  and  more  certain  defence 
than  a  thoufand  Men  could  otherwife  do.  Verily  I 
believe  they  may.  For  thefe  blinding  Fires  of  mine, 
or  fiery  Clouds  and  Rain  being  adjoyned  to  other 
ufual  and  cuftomary  military  Weapons,  will  moft 
mightily  endamage  the  Enemy,  nor  will  there  need 
fo  many  Soldiers,  for  the  Citizens  themfelves  may 
ufe  the  other  [cuftomary]  Arms,  and  the  Women 
and  Children  may  ufe  the- Inftruments,  whereby 
they  would  haply  defend  themfelves  more  ftrongly 
than  if  they  committed  their  defence  to  chofen  and 
regiftred  Souldiers. 

For  thefe  Inftruments,  (by  which  the  moift  Fires 
are  driven  far  off  upon  the  Enemies  like  fiery  fhowers 
and  Clouds  of  Rain,  and  that  without  intermiftion, 
and  as  oft  as  ever  need  requires)  although  they  be 
great,  yet  a  few  Men  may  govern  or  manage  them, 
fo  that  it  will  be  impolTible  for  the  Enemies  to  effed 
any  confiderable  enterprize  in  befieging  any  City. 

But  it  is  needfullto  place  fuch  Inftruments  that  thus 
fquirt  forth  Fire,  behind  the  Walls  and  Bul-warks, 
that  the  Enemies  great  Ordinance  may  not  hurt  or 
deftroy  them.  Verily  I  cannot  fb  very  accurately 
ond  compleatly  ftiow  what  [the  beft]  way  [is]  of 
endamaging  the  Enemies  by  the  help  thereof,  for 
this  the  practice  it  felf  will  better  fhew  us.  I  can 
furnifh  forth  the  Inftruments  themfelves  and  the  moift 
Fires  belonging  thereunto.  I  commend  the  ufe  of 
them  unto  the  Souldiers,  who  may  learn  to  ufe  them 
as  they  fhall  find  good  by  experience.  I  do  again 
repeat  what  I  have  hitherto  fo  often  fpoken  , 
and  I  do  affirm,  that  with  one  fuch  Inftrument  may 
fbme  thoufands  of  Men  be  blinded  in  a  moments 
time,  and  being  blinded  what  I  pray  can  they  then 
do?  Iffb  be  that  others  fhall  endeavour  to  come  to 
help  them  and  fetch  them  off,  they  may  likewife  be 
blinded,  nor  can  they  run  away,  and  therefore  muft 
neceffarily  be  taken  Prifoners.  And  this  in  my  judg¬ 
ment  may  be  done  in  Hoftile  Invafions  and  Sieges. 

But  now  vC^hether  or  no  there  may  be  any  ufe  of 
fuch  Inftruments  in  Battailes  and  Conflids  with  the 
Enemies,  I  do  not  well  know,  but  that  a  City,  Caf-  ■ 
tie,  or  Houfe  may  be  defended  by  their  means,  and 
fo  drive  off  the  Affailants,  is  a  thing  evident  and  un¬ 
doubted.  Should  there  be  a  thoufand  Enemies  be- 
fet  the  Houfe  of  fome  particular  Citizen,  yet  muft 
they  depart  if  onely  fuch  a  fiery  Cloud  or  Rain  (the 
1  Doors  and  Windows  being  fhut)  fhould  be  fhoured 
down  upon  them.  For  fo  they  would  be  rendred 
blind  and  not  be  able  to  fee  or  find  the  Door,  as  it 
was  in  Lots  time,  when  his  Enemies  environed  his 
Houfe  to  have  out  thofe  two  Strangers,  they  were 
fmitten  with  fuch  blindnefs  that  they  were  conftrai- 
ned  to  leave  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  permitted  Lot^ 
and  his,  to  pafs  out  of  the  fame  without  any  impedi¬ 
ment.  And  iy  it  not  lawfull  for  us  to  finite  our  Ca¬ 
pital  Enemies  the  Turks  with  blindnefs,  and  to  de¬ 
fend  our  felves,  our  Wives  and  Children  I  \ 

God  himfelf  faith,  I  will  encompafs  thofe  that  are 
mine,  with  a  Wall  of  Fire,  and  defend  them  againft 
their  Enemies.  Briefly,  this  invention  of  mine,  of 
making  fuch  a  fiery  Mift  or  Rain,  is  an  incomparable 
defence  and  fafeguard,  the  like  of  which  was  never 
as  yet  known  in  the  World.  And  now  may  any 
one  eafily  conjedure  what  may  be  done  offenfively 
with  this  fame  invention.  For  example,  fuppofe  ’tis 
neoeffary  to  take  fuch  or  fuch  a  place  from  the  Ene¬ 
my,  but  now  there  is  not  time  enough  left,  nor  are 
there  Souldiers  enough  for  the  enterprize ;  and  there¬ 
fore  fbme  Stratagem  mtift  be  ufed  to  become  Mafters 
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of  one  of  the  Gates  at  leaft  whereby  the  Souldiers 
may  be  let  in. 

And  now  in  my  judgment  fome  Gate  may  be  fei 
zed  on  and  that  eafily  by  the  help  of  thefe  moift  Fires 
of  mine,  and’tis  thus,  let  fome  Souldier  or  other  fit 
for  filch  a  defign,  be  taught  the  ufe  of  my  Fire  fpi- 
:  ting  Inftruments,  and  when  he  underftands  it,  he 
!  *  may  be  clad  in  Countrey  Habit,  and  fo  let  him  goto 
I  them  upon  the  Guard,  and  in  the  Court  of  Guard- 
j  houfes  in  which  they  be, let  him  (hour  in  upon  them 
*  a  fiery,  Eye-blinding,  and  forcibly  hilling  (hour. 

I  [This  done]  how  can  the  Guarders  poflibly  refift 
thofe  that  come  to  the  Gate  and  are  ready  to  enter 
I  in?  Nay  more,  the  Souldier  thus  clad  may  have  a 
I  Granadoe  given  him  to  carry  in  a  Sack,  which  being 
filled  with  thofe  moift  Fires,  may  of  its  own  accord 
(without  any  benefit  of  Gun-powder)  leap  aflunder 
and  fill  all  the  whole  room  with  his  blind  making 
Dew,  he  may  throw  into  thofe  Watch  houfes  where 
they  keep  Guard,  and  fo  make  all  that  are  there  pre- 
fent  unfit  to  fight.  And  if  fb  be  there  fhould  be 
more  of  thofe  Houfes  than  one,  the  fame  Souldier 
i  may  likewife  have  more  I'uch  Granadoes  given  him, 

I  one  of  which  he  may  throw  into  each  Houfe.  Nay 
I  farther,  if  need  be,  and  that  you  would  have  itfadge 
!  better  and  have  it  more  certainly  fucceed,  there  may 
■  be  fent  feveral  Souldiers  with  fuch  Fire-breathing 
Granadoes  to  feveral  Gates, to  o’rewhelm  the  Watch¬ 
men  and  poffefs  them.  For  the  Watch  men  fufpec- 
'  ting  no  evil  from  one  Countrey-man  onely,  will  not 
CTy  out  Arm,  Arm,  but  let  him  in  without  any  im¬ 
pediment.  Such  Fire-breathing  Balls  or  Granadoes 
may  be  made  of  Iron,  Copper  or  Earth,  which  how¬ 
ever,  properly  are  not  Fires  as  long  as  they  feel  not 
!  the  Air,  and  they  then  become  Fires  onely,  when 
1  any  one  is  fo  minded  to  have  them  fuch,  breaking 
i  every  thing  in  their  reach  like  Gun  powder  burning, 

I  and  depriving  all  fuch  as  are  prefent  of  their  fight, 

’  and  making  them  Sick.  Granadoes  made  on  this  man- 
j  ner,  and  of  about  the  bignefs  of  a  Mans  Idead,  do  not 
I  of  their  own  accord  conceive  a  flame  without  Air, 
j  nor  do  they  flie  aflunder,  or  at  all  operate.  But  if 
;  you  would  that  the  Air  be  let  in  whereby  they  may 
;  operate,  there  muft  be  a  little  Spicket  or  Tap  to  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Granadoe,  that  fb  the  Air  entring 
in  may  vivifie  the  Fire  that  lies  in  the  Ball  or  Grana¬ 
doe.  Such  a  Granadoe  being  thrown  into  any 
i  Watch  houfe,  the  Watch  men  will  without  doubt 
I  prefently  run  and  take  it  up  and  fee  what  it  fhould 
!  be,  and  what  end  it  was  thrown  in  there  for  ;  then 
!  as  they  all  of  them  ftand  round  and  contemplate 
i  upon  the  novelty,  if  any  of  them  hap  to  draw  out 
i  the  Spicket,  which  without  all  queftion  they  would 
i  do,  the  Air  gets  in,  and  the  Fire  enkindles  and  breaks 
!  that  Granadoe  thus  ftuft  with  that  venemous  F'ire 
j  all  to  pieces,  and  fo  will  ftrike  them  all  down  toge- 
i  ther.  And  may  hot  now  the  Souldiers  in  the  mean 
i  time  haften  and  break  in  to  that  fenced  place  with¬ 
out  any  let,  and  become  Maftersofthe  Gate  ?  Verily 
!  methinks  it  fhould  fucceed  very  well.  I  tell  you  my 
(  thoughts  of  the  bufmefs,  1  never  tried  the  thing  it  felf 
i  nor  do  1  ever  dcfire  to  try.  Such  as  have  a  defire  to 
try  it,  and  have  occafion  and  opportunity  of  doing  it, 
f  may  more  accurately  contemplate  thereupon,  and 
I  fo  will  they  find  what  way  they  may  moft  conveni- 
i  ently  detriment  their  Enemies  moft  of  all  by.  1 
I  have  laid  the  foundation,  others  muft  valiantly  pro- 
;  ceed  on  and  bring  the  thing  to  a  moft  ufefull  Iffue. 
However  1  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  moft  part  of 
\  Men  that  fhall  hear  me  fay,  that  there  may  be  fuch 
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effedls  produced  by  thefe  fiery  Waters,  that  may 
equal  the  dreadful!  Operations  of  Gun- powder,  will 
mock  at  me,  and  judge  it  an  impoflible  thing  ;  nor 
will  it  be  any  thing  ftrange  they  fhould,  bccaufo 
they  have  not  any  knowledge  of  nature. 

Before  thofi  dreadful  1  virtues  of  Gun  powder  were 
known,  certainly  no  body  would  have  believed  the 
fame,  had  they  heard  it  told,  that  it  were  a  poflible 
thing  thing  to  hurry  or  throw  flich  a  great  Ball  of 
Iron,  into  fb  far  a  place  with  fo  little  Powder.  And 
now  it  is  a  thing  fo  very  common,  that  he  that  will 
not  believe  it  will  be  laught  at.  Even  fo,  thofe  things 
I  have  here  mentioned  of  moift  Fires  will  feem  ex¬ 
traordinarily  wonderfull  and  abfurd  to  the  ignorant, 
untill  they  fhall  fee  with  their  Eyes,  and  feel  with 
their  hands,  that  theTurks  fhall  even  this  very  Sum¬ 
mer  feel  it  if  God  permit,  and  vouchfafe  me  health 
folong.  If  God  (I  fay)  fhall  permit,  which  I  would 
have  you  undcrfl:and,as  thus,  'viz.  unjefs  the  wrath 
of  God  fhall  be  fo  enkindled  againft  the  Chriftians, 
and  fhall  therefore  put  a  flop,  and  prevent  the  ac- 
crewing  of  any  benefit,  by  any  help  how  great  fbe- 
ver  it  be.  For  when  God  pleafeth  to  punifhany 
Countrey  with  deferved  afflidions,  certainly  no  In¬ 
ftruments  of  defence  will  at  all  help  or  do  ought. 

Thefe  things  was  I  willing  to  declare  at  prefent, 
to  demonftrate  in  what  manner  the  Enemies  power 
may  by  fuch  Artificial  moift  Fires,  and  a  peculiar 
kind  of  Granadoes,  fuch  things  as  never  were  as  yet  • 
known  in  the  World  be  broken.  There  are  verily  o- 
ther  far  greater  elFe(fts,and  which  exceed  Mans  belief, 
that  may  be  effeded  by  thefe  my  newly  found-out 
Fires  ;  and  fuch  as  are  not  to  be  written  but  to  be 
revealed  onely  unto  thofe  thatare  truly  well  Willers 
to  the  common  Weal,  and  whoftudy  how  to  deftroy 
the  Capital  Enemy  of  all  the  Chriftian  World.  But 
thus  much  I  add,  that  by  thefe  Artificial,  Secret, 
and  unknown  burning  and  flame-conceiving  Fires, 
far  greater  things  may  in  my  judgment  be  effeded  at 
any  time  whenfoever  one  is  minded,  than  by  Gun¬ 
powder,  for  that  it  operates  not  afore  it  be  enkind¬ 
led  with  the  Fire.  But  my  Fires  are  enkindled  and 
inflamed  by  the  Air,  and  therefore  muft  necelTarily 
exeed  Gun  powder  in  the  produdion  of  greater  ef- 
feds,  and  this  time  will  manifeft. 

Thofe  common  Granadoes  being  thrown  into  any 
City  may  be  covered  with  wet  Hides  or  Cloathsand 
be  quenched,  fo  as  not  at  all  to  operate,  but  it  can¬ 
not  be  fo  with  my  Inftruments.  And  therefore  it  is 
not  without  caufe  that  I  prefer  them  afore  Gun¬ 
powder. 

’Tis  not  expedient  to  make  any  larger  difoourfe 
concerning  thefe  matters,  and  to  take  up  any  more 
room  by  revealing  more.  I  could  verily  in  a  few 
words  fodifclofe  thefe  things  that  every  onemoughc 
be  able  palpably  to  feel,  and  vifibly  to  fee  them,  and 
fb  as  that  he  would  affuredly  know  that  far  greater 
things  mought  be  effeded  by  thefe  my  Fires  than  by 
Gun-powder.They  may  together  with  the  Gun-pow¬ 
der  ufe  thefe  my  moift  Fires  as  they  think  good  and 
as  need  requires.  And  I  do  not  queftion  but  that 
hereafter  Wars  will  be  waged  after  another  manner 
than  hath  hitherto  been  done,  and  force  muft  give 
place  to  Art.  For  Art  doth  fometimes  overcome 
ftrength.  We  will  illuftrate  the  bufinefs  by  an  ex- 

ample.  ^  ,  . ,  , . 

When  any  little  weak  Man  Fights  with  a  bigger 
and  ftronger  than  himfelf,  and  they  have  both  of 
them  like  skill  in  the  ufe  of  their  Arms,  the  ftronger 
over  Mafters  the  weaker  and  Conquers  him.  But 

now 
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now  if  the  little  Man  be  better  skilled  in  the  ufe  of 
Weapons  than  the  greater  and  ftronger  one  is,  he 
beats  him  and  becomes  the  Vidour.  And  when  two 
are  of  equal  Stature  and  Strength  ;  they  fmite  alike 
forcibly,  and  beat  one  another  alike,  juft  as  your 
Laundrefies  that  beat  Cloaths  with  a  wafti  Beetle,  fo 
do  thefe  lay  on  blows  on  each  other  with  likemeafure. 

So  among  the  Ancients  did  they  fight  Man  to  Man, 
and  the  ftrength  of  the  blows  prevailed.  But  when 
Gun-powder  was  found  out,  then  a  few  could  kill 
and  put  to  flight  a  greater  number  than  themfelves. 

And  now  again  ’tis  every  where  known,  that 
Men  now  a  days  do  again  fight  with  equal  hand, 
as  ‘twere,  neither  party  having  more  help  [by  Art] 
than  the  other  party  hath:  fave  that  the  ftronger 
party  doth  for  the  moft  part  get  the  Vidory,  fb  that 
the  Wars  in  our  time  confift  not  in  Art,  but  in  the 
multitude  and  company  of  Men.  Mean  while  I  firm¬ 
ly  hope  that  if  the  ufe  of  my  moift  Fires  be  but  known, 
there  will  be  another  kind  of  Warfare  than  now  is, 
by  fighting  on  equal  Terms  with  blows  as  the  Coun¬ 
trey  fellows  do,  and  whereby  the  ftronger  can  over- 
mafter  and  liibdue  the  weaker.  But  now  by  the 
help  of  Art,  the  weaker  may  overcome  the  ftronger. 
And  iffo  be  that  Art  and  ftrength  concur  together 
they  are  wont  to  be  moft  efficacious.  David  with 
his  fling  (hewed  the  skilfulnefs  of  his  Art,  and  (iibdu 
ed  that  great  Goliah,  who  little  expeded  fuch  a  mif- 
.  chance  from  fuch  a  little  Shepherd.  And  like  as 
Goliah  mocked  at  David  with  his  Sling  ,  fo  perhaps 
will  the  Turk  have  us  in  derifion,  (hould  we  meet 
him  with  fuch  Water-throwing  Inftruments.  But 
even  as  that  great  Goliah  was  (mitten  down  by  a 
Stone  of  the  Shepherd  ,  fo  may  the  Turk  be  eafily 
burnt  and  radically  rooted  out  by  thofe  moift  Fires 
ifthe  Chriftians  will  themfelves. 

But  (bme  or  other  may  here  objed  and  fay,  fup 
po(e  fome  perfidious  Chriftian  (hould  happen  to  flie 
to  the  T«r;^j,and  put  fuch  Weapons  into  theirdiands, 
to  u(e  againft  the  Chriftians  agen,  what  (hall  we  do 
then  .?  [l  anfwer,]  fuch  [a  mifchiel]  may  be  pre¬ 
vented  by  an  accurate  diligent  warine(s,  that  the(e 
(ecrets  be  not  revealed  to  every  body,  but  to  ffich 
onely  as  are  known,  and  that  have  poffelfions.  Wives 
and  Children ;  for  fuch  will  hardly  be  allured  or  cor 
rupted  with  any  reward.  Befides  too,  the  vulgar 
will  not  be  (b  eafily  apprehenfive  of  all  things  hereto 
requifite,  feeing  the  Artconfifts  not  barely  in  one  or 
two,  but  in  many  things  [or  circumftances,]  It 
cannot  therefore  be  that  fuch  inventions  (hould  fo 
eafily  fall  into  the  Enemies  hands,  and  that  for.leve- 
ral  caules  which  I  forbear  to  reckon  up  here.  Nay 
more,  if  neceffity  (hould  require  there  mought  (by 
accurate  medtiaticn  )  a  farther  inquifition  be  made, 
whereby  more  fuch  inventions  mought  be  found  out. 
For  this  may  eafily  be  effeded  by  Men  of  a  quick 
piercing  Wit,  viz,,  by  their  diligent  (carch  to  add 
to  what  is  found  out  and  to  better  the  fame,  for  ’twill 
be  a  facile  thing  to  do.  For  nature  being  (b  moft  ex¬ 
ceedingly  richly  ftored  can  never  at  any  time  be 
thoroughly  (ound  out.  And  therefore  even  I  my 
felfdo  hope  in  fome  (hort  time  greatly  to  augment 
[or  meliorate]  the  faid  Inventions  of  mine.  If  God 
vouchfafe  me  life,  there  (hall  be  even  yet  produced 
by  me  to  light  wonderful  1  things,  which  will  mira- 
culoufly  promote  the  fafety  and  happinc(s  of  my 
Counrrey,  and  efpecially  if  I  (hall  but  findamongft 
Men  a  thankfull  remembrance  thereof. 


Moreover,!  doubt  not  but  thatabundanceof  Men 
will  wonder  if  they  (hall  fee  the(e  my  newly  invented 
Warlike  Inftruments  to  be  publiflied  in  Print,  which 
is  a  thing  that  I  would  never  do,  for  I  have  rcfblved 
to  make  fuch  onely  partakers  of  the  knowledge,  of 
the  (ame,  as  ftand  in  need  thereof 

But  becaufe  I  have  conferred  with  one  or  two 
(whom  I  thought  to  have  born  me  a  loving  and  friend- 
y  mind)  about  thele  things,  and  fpake  to  them  too 
openly  about  the  very  bufinefs  it  (elf,  they  got  Tome 
Dart  of  the  Art  it  felf,  and  faw  the  very  Inftruments 
in  the  Workmens  hands  whom  I  had  taken  order 
with  about  making  them,  and  without  doubt  perfwa- 
ded  themfelves  that  they  had  the  full  knowledge  of 
the  whole  Art.  Prefently  upon  this  they  were  be¬ 
come  invifible  and  withdrew  themlelves,  inlbmuch 
that  Ifufped  that  tho(e  perfidious  Men  have  repai¬ 
red  to  the  Courts  of  fome  great  Men,  to  offer  and 
(ell  thefe  my  inventions  as  if  they  were  their  own. 
Now  then  to  meet  with  fuch  treacherous  perfidioul^ 
ne(s,  I  thought  good  to  publi(h  openly  fomewhac 
concerning  thefe  matters,  that  (b  every  one  may 
know  that  whatever  Men  (hall  (ell  fuch  (ecrets  as 
their  own,  they  were  not  invented  by  them  but  by 
me,  and  they  have  fraudulently  ftolen  them  from 
me.  But  I  except  thole  here,  to  whom  I  have  re¬ 
vealed  them  to  this  intent,  that,  viz.  they  may 
make  u(e  of  them  againft  the  Turk. 

And  becaufe  I  can  methinks  prophetically  as  it 
were  conjecture  that  thefe  my  newly  invented  mili¬ 
tary  Inftruments  will  be  defired  and  (ought  after  by 
a  great  many  both  high  and  low,  I  judged  it  a  thing 
worth  the  while,  to  take -care  for  the  getting  fome 
of  thole  fame  Inftruments,  and  alfo  thofe  moift  Fires 
thereunto  appertaining  to  be  prepared,  and  fent  in¬ 
to  thofe  places,  where  they  may  detriment  or  annoy 
the  Turks.  For  without  doubt  there  may  be  far 
ftronger  refiftance  made  with  thefe  newly  invented 
Inftruments  againft  thofe  our  Capital  Enemies,  than 
can  ever  be  done  with  Gun-powder.  For  Gun¬ 
powder  is  never  wont  to  operate  afore  it  be  kindled 
with  the  Fire,  which  kindling  and  inflamation  Wa¬ 
ter  will  hinder,  and  now  my  moift  Fires  are  not  at 
all  impeded  thereby.  And  upon  this  account  it  is 
a  thing  altogether  poffible  that  a  fiery  Globe  [or 
Granadoe]  may  be  as  well  emitted  [or  be  as  forci¬ 
ble]  out  of  the  deep  Waters  with  [or  by]  them,  as 
it  may  with  Gun-powder  out  of  the  Water,  the 
which  (eems  indeed  incredible,  but  yet  is  very  eafie 
to  him  that  is  endued  with  the  knowledge  of  thele 
things. 

There  yet  reft  a  few  admonitions  to  be  given,  viz. 
that  no  body  pals  his  (entence  upon  thefe  my  (ecrets 
here  difclofcd,  with  a  prejudiced  and  foreftalled  judg¬ 
ment,  unlels  he  has  a  mind  to  (lur  himfelf  with  an  in¬ 
famous  mark,  but  let  him  have  patience,  till  he  of 
his  own  knowledge  perceive  the  whole  Bafis  of  the 
bufinefs.  Many  things  there  be  that  lie  as  yet  hid¬ 
den,  which  (as  Prophefies  tell  us )  muft  be  mani- 
fefted  before  the  Worlds  end.  This  time  draws 
nearer  and  nearer,  though  fo  few  believe  it.  For 
my  part  I  am  verily  of  this  Opinion,  that  there  is 
fuch  a  wonderfull  time  at  hand,  the  like  of  which 
hath  neither  been  feen  or  heard  of  from  the  time  of 
the  Floud  even  to  thefe  our  days.  I  pray  God  to 
Defend  the  Pious,  and  to  Convert  the  Wicked, 
Amen. 
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waealtljp  ^to?e#ottf  e  of  tCreafures. 

BEING 

A  General  Appendix  to  all  his  hitherto-publifhed  Writings. 

The  which  doth  not  onely  illuftrate  all  obfcure  places,  as 

well  in  his  Philofophical  and  Medicinal  asChymical  Writings,  and  explain 
thofe  hard  places  to  be  undcrftood ;  but  alfo  do  fo  abundantly  fupply 
thofe  which  are  defedive,  that  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  higheil; 
and  the  lowed,  and  more,  the  meaneft  Workmen  and  Husbandmen, 
may  fufficiently  be  able  to  comprehend  that  Glauber  hath  in  all  his  Wri¬ 
tings,  written  the  pure  and  fimple  Truth, ‘and  hath  again  brought  to  light 
the  mod  noble  Art  of  Alchymy  which  hath  fo  long  lain  hid  in  darknefs 
hitherto  5  and  hath  difcovered  it  for  the  common  good  of  Mankind. 


LONDON,  Printed  in  the  Year  MDCLXXXIX. 


THE 


Courteous  Reader, 

/ — every  promife  becomes  a  debt^  is  reported  by  a  common  Proverb 
M  or  By-word^  and  therefore  to  ft  and  to  ones  word  or  promife^  is  a  thing 

S  which  procures  a  great  Ornament  or  grace  no  lefs  to  Juniors  than  to 

-Mw  Seniors.  Since  therefore  in  viy  Writings  I  have  ingaged  my  Faith  or 

Credit  through  the  promi fing  of  fome  little  Works ^  and  yet  have  not  been  able^  by 
reafon  of  the  fcantinefs  of  time ^  hitherto  to  fatisfie  the  expectation  and  de fire  of  very 
many  by  publifhing  of.  the  fame  5  yea  fince  gre'ater  Dif commodities  and  Impediments 
being  cafl  in  my  way,  do  hinder  me  from  day  to""  day  whereby  1  cannot '  write  more 
things,  although  1  have  nothing  more  in  my  de  fires  than  that  in  funding  to  my 
promife,  I  may  acquit  my  credit,  and  fet  forth  the  faid  little  Works  ^  to  wit,  my^ 
Vegetable  Work.,  my  Woriof  S^tmn,  my  Booiof  Dialogues  or  Difcourfe,  the  fourth 
part  of  my  Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea  or  Chymical  Difpenfatory,  and  my  admirable 
little  Book  of  the  concentring  of  the  Heaven  and  Earth:  truly  they  being  Treaiifes 
containing  mofi  excellent  Arcanums  or  Secrets,  and  the  mofl  worthy  ones  whereof 
Men  can  be  made  partakers,  notwithfanding  I  am  of  neceffty  deflitute  of  time  for 
the  writing  of  any  Treat ife  peculiarly,  and^f or  that  caufe  I  am  conf  rained  to  infifi 
in  a  nearer  path,  and  for  the  fake  of  promoting  the  publkkgood,  to  fend  forth  the 
f aid  Treatifes  in publkkby  a  lefs  labour  and  trouble.  The  prefent  Treatife  noti¬ 
fied  with  the  Title  of  an  univerfal  CheH  or  Cabinet  full  of  Riches,  or  of  a  general 
Appendix  of  all  my  Writings  hitherto  expofedto  thepublkk  Hew  performs  this,  where¬ 
by  all  things  which  have  been  either  the  morefriefy  and  obfcurely  fpoken  in  them, 
are  with  a  more  clear  or  per fpicuousilluf  ration  explained,  or  things  that  have  been 
wholly  omitted  are  fupplied,  and  by  the  fame  endeavour  the  promifed  Treatifes 
are  added,  yet  not  in  that  order  wherein  they  ought  otherwifeto  be  written  down.; 
and  the  which  order  here  to  be  obferved,  would  adminifler  very  much  trouble  3  but 
wherein  all  the  fecrets  have  inprocefs  of  time  been  made  known  unto  me,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Paper.  But  it  is  free  for  any  one  to  add  according  to  his  own  Judgment, 
Medicinal  Secretsunto  Medicinal  ones.  Mineral  Secrets  unto  Mineral  ones,  Chy¬ 
mical  Secrets  unto  Chymical  ones,  if  it  Jhall  fo  pleafe  him,  and  time  fhall  alfoper- 
mit  the  fame,  which  it  in  no  wife  permitteth  unto  me,  every  one  that  acquiefceth 
and  is  content  with  thefe  things  may  confder,  if  ^  a  certain  Cookfhould fet  a  Dif) 
on  the  Table  fiUed  with  the  befi  Meats,  as  being  deflitute  of  time,  to  put  every  fort 
of  Meat  in  a  fever  al  Dijh, whether  he  could  of  right  be  angry  with  him, or  by  whifpering- 
ly  prating,he  could  dare  to  fay,he  was  to  be  blamed  as  being  not  skjlfull  in  the  ajfah  s 
of  the  Kitchin,  becaufe  coUeHing  fo  many  delicate  and  fuch  dainty  Meats  into  one 
DiJh  and  daring  to  fet  them  on  the  Table  ?  I  fuppofe  not  any  one ^  could  of  light 
complain  of  fuch  a  deed  of  any  Cook  3  ihe  Cook  de  firing  to  have  it  taken  in  good 
part,  fuch  Meats  as  he  had,  fuch  he  fets  before  them  5  he  that  refufethto  take  of  them, 
may  ufe  his  own  liberty,  and  may  let  thofe  Meats  alone,  which  he  is  not  compelled  to 
receive,  even  as  the  Cook  rtlf^o  maybe  conflrained  by  none  in  preparing  of  the  fame  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  will  or  judgment.  *  2  V  hatfo- 


* 


Vk  preface. 


V/hatfoever  Meat  doth  not  pleafe  the  Pallate  of  one^  yet  will  not  he  ingrate  full  to 
the  Pallate  of  another^  but  on  the  contrary  gratefully  one  Food  is  wont  to  fa¬ 

vour  or  relijh  this  Man^  and  another  the  other^  neither  is  he  inordinately  affePied 
with  the  difdainof  conpifed  MeatSy  who  taketh  of  thofe  which  relijh  him,  and  lea- 
veth  the  ref  for  others.  '  . 

Let  every  otiethat  blameth  thefeWritmgs  do  the  fame,  not  inhaftily  taffingthem 
in  evil  party  but  in  friendly  and  courteoujly  excufing  me  that  I  have  not  feta  them 
abroad  in  a  more  harmonious  order. 

They  are  like  unto  a  certain  true  and  greauCabinet  or  Chefly  filled  with  very  tnany 
excellent  Secrets ^  being  reduced  into  my  knowledge  through  a  fucceffive  diligeiit 
fearch  of  thirty  years  and fo  coUePled  into  one  fyeapy  that  they  might  either  be  confer- 
ved  for  my  own  or  at  fome  time  be  made  of  publick^  ufe  or  fervice :  out  of  this  Cbefi 
everyone  fhall  he  able  to  exhauft  thofe  Arcanums  and  Secrets,  which  Jhall  pleafe  him 
or  ferve  his  ufes. 

As  to  what  concerns  my  fe If  becaufe  I  daily  behold fometimes  this  Many  fometimes 
that  Man  being  fnatched  away  by  deathy  to  be  carried  forth  and  C07?imitted  to  th 
Earthy  I  may  eafdy  conclude  rationally  with  my  felfy  that  thofe  changes  or  chances 
will  in  a  Jhort  time  happen  alfo  unto  me 1  jhould  commit  a  very  grievous  offence 
or  erroury  that  fo  many  coflSy  labours  and  troubleSy  of  fo  matiy  and  fo  great  Secrets 
being  confumed  in  vaiUy  I  Jhould  carry  the7?i  away  with  me  under  ground y  and  not 
be  flow  them  for  a  common  good  :  I  fhall  here  perform  the  office  of  a  good  Houfe-hol- 
deCy  or  skUfull  Houfe-keeper  or  Steward y  who  after  that  he  hath  made  abundant 
of  Provifion  for  Winter-c loathing  for  himfelf  Jm  WifOy  Children  and  whole  Family y 
if  he  hath  as  yet  plenty  of  Lumen  and  WoollerF  Cloth  remainingy  he  doth  not  cafl 
them  awayy  Tut  rather  caffs  them  together  into  a  Cheffy  fo  long  to  he  fept,  untill 
he  Jhall  obtain  an  occaffon  of  admini firing  them  for  the  ufe  of  his  Neighbour.  In 
the  name  of  the  Lord  thereforOy  in  making  a  beginning  with  the  opefiing  of  my  Cheff 
of  TreafureSy  I  will  empty  it  out  by  little  and  little  by  degreeSy  and  will  offer  it 
for  a  common  ufcy  that  out  of  fo  many  TreafureSy  every  one  may  convert  unto 
his  own  ufe,  what  things  he  Jhall  judge  to  be  profitable  unto  him  5  to  wity 
a  Phyfician  Medicinal  thingSy  and  a  Chymiff  Chymical  thingSy  even  as  every 
one  Jhall  difeern  any  thing  to  be  fit  for  his  own  ufcy  every  one  of  what  rank^ 
foever  Jhall  find  thofe  things  wherewith  he  might  be  contenty  fo  indeed  that 
whatfoever  he  jhall  not  meet  withall  in  the  firffy  fecondy  or  third  Century 
may  be  found  in  the  reffy  for  which  things  fake,  if  ten  Centuries  fhall  not  be  fuff 
ficenty  I  will  adjoyn  other  ten  or  morOy  that  fo  I  may  remove  from  me  all  thofe  careSy 
and  carefulneffes  wherewith  the  cuffody  of  fo  great  Treafures  hath  importuned  and  af- 
fePied  ??ie  for  fo  many  years.  Like  unto  a  travelling  Womaiiy  who  with  the  greateff 
defire  expedeth  the  hour  of  her  delivery y  and  who  defireth  the  beholding  of  her  Fruity 
do  I  de fire  that  time  wherein  all  things  fhall  be  printed  in  Letters.  The  Almighty 
God  befiow  on  me  fo  much  prefence  of  mindy  healthy  and  firengthy  a7id  prolong  mjt 
Life  fo  far y  that  I  may  finifh  it  to  his  Honour y  and  the  Succour y  Comfort  and  Pro¬ 
fit  of  all  Mankind,  Amen. 


In 
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G  LJU  B  E  R’S  Wealthy  Store-Houfe  of  Treafures. 


PART  11. 


Im  the  Name  of  the  moft  Holy  Trinity  I  begin  to  write  the  Firfi 
Century  of  my  General  Appendix,  or  an  Expofition 
of  all  my  Writings  hitherto  fet  forth. 

1.  Concerning  Fire  and  Salt,  and  what  Alchymy  is. 


A  LCHYMYisa  Science,  and  Art  of 
deftroying,  of  purging  immature  or 
/  ^  unripe  and  impure  Metals,  by  Fire 
/  and  Salt,  and  by  a  Angular  Artifice, 

of  converting  the  more  pure  part  into 
a  better  form  and  kind,  according  to 
the  words  of  Faracelfus,  who  faith.  Every  Something 
is  to  be  converted  into  Nothing,  and  every  Nothing  into 
Something.  Alfo  Corruption  renders  that  which  is 
good  perfed,  the  which  is  to  be  equally  undcrftood 
I  of  particular  and  univerfM  Operations. 

Neverthelefs  it  is  not  of  neceffity  that  I  fliould  here 
tedioufly  treat  of  a  particular  Tranfmutarion  of  Me¬ 
tals  by  Fire  and  Salt,  becaufe  that  hath  been  already 
long  fince  performed  in  the  lecond  part  of  the  Mi¬ 
racle  of  the  World,  and  alfo  in  the  fifth  part  of  the 
profperity  of  Germany. 

A  Square  within  a  Circle. 


.  II.  A  Demonjbration  whereby  it  is  proved  that  Fire  and 
&  Salt  are  mojl  noble  Creatures  of  God,  and  that  in  Fire 
?  there  lies  hid  the  purefi  Salt,  and  in  Salt  a  mojl  effica¬ 
cious  Fire. 

That  Fire  and  Salt  are  moft  noble  Creatures  of 
God  1  have  evidently  enough  demonflrated  in 
my  little  work  concerning  the  nature  of  Salts.  But 
that  there  is  a  fubti’e  faltifh  fpirit  in  any  fire,  and 
that  between  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  and  of  our  Kit- 
chin  fire,  as  to  their  laltifh  fpirit,  a  great  difference/ 


doth  interpole  is  fufficiently  and  over  fufficieritly 
known.  But  to  comprehend  or  lay  hold  of,  to  con¬ 
center  fuch  a  pure  faltifh  fpirit  of  Sol,  to  render  it 
corporal ,  palpable  or  perceivable,  and  vifible,  re¬ 
mains  hidden  and  unknown  to  us  by  reafbn  of  our 
fins;  becaufe  God  referves  fo great  my fteries  for  his 
own  alone,  of  whom  he  is  honoured  and  feared  ; 
for  God  himfelf  ufeth  no  better  fimilitude  than  the 
fire,  whereunto  the  Ancients  exhibited  divine  ho¬ 
nour,  and  by  the  help  of  the  farne,  perfedted  all 
their  Sacrifices  i  So  among  the  Caldeans,  Fire,  and 
God  are  called  by  one  and  the  fame  name  of  Efch  : 
and  amoiig  the  Heathens,  the  chief  Philofbphers,  yea 
Hermes  himfelf  thought  the  Sun  to  be  a  God,  and 
worfhipped  it  for  a  God.  Thefe  things  are  found 
expreffed  by  Mutius  concerning  the  nature  of  Gods, 
and  therefore  thofe  things  are  not  neceffary  which 
may  be  here  repeated.  Yet  that  is  well  to  be  noted, 
that' God  hath  always  appeared  to  his  Saints  under 
the  fhew  of  fire,  and  hath  talked  with  them  out  of  it, 
it  being  that  which  is  full  of  the  greateft  myfteries, 
yet  obferved  but  by  a  few,  as  in  a  peculiar  little 
work  concerning  the  concentration  of  the  Heaven 
and  the  Earth  I  will  more  plainly  and  fully  declare. 
I  affirm  therefore,  that  it  can  fcarce  be,  that  the  ad¬ 
mirable,  yea  incredible  nature  of  fire  fhould  be  de- 
fcribed  without  the  revclatian  of  the  higbeft  or  grea¬ 
teft  myfteries  of  God.  Therefore  it  is  better  that 
fuch  Secrets  are  paffed  by  in  filence,  than  that  preci¬ 
ous  pearls  fhould  be  caft  before  Swine,  who  are  wont 
to  receive  them  with  laughter,  and  proclaim  that 
they  are  nothing  but  the  mere  fbphifteris  of  triflers, 
even  as  is  evidently  manifeft  from  the  defcription  of 
J.  H.  S.  of  the  Philofbphers  Stone,  wherein  Nature, 
he  faith,  makes  not  ufe  of  Glaffes,  Veffels,  Fire,  Salt, 
Urine,  and  the  like  in  the  bowels  of  the  Earth  ;  and 
the  univerfal  Elixir  may  very  fitly  be  prepared  by 
him,  who  al/b  hath  not  handled  any  Ghymical  La- 
B  hours. 
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hours,  or  was  never  bufied  about  Fire  or  Salt  Let  it 
fhame  the  man  of  fuch  ftinking  lies,  wherewith  he 
endeavours  to  cover  his  own  ignorance,  I  on  the 
contrary  affirm,  that  all  thofe  that  know  not  how  to 
handle  Fire  and  Salt,  do  in  very  deed  know  nothing, 
but  do  eive  credit  untp  thof^  things  only  which  they 
hear  or  read  in  others  wjitings,  and  alfo  for  that 
caufe  are  unworthy  of  the  name  and  title  of  true 
Philofophers ;  for  true  Philofophy  is  to  be  thorough¬ 
ly  or  perfeaiy  learned  by  the  help  of  Fire  and  Salt 
alone,  the  which  God  willing  (hall  be  more  evidently 
demonftrated. 

III.  It  js  m.ortO'Uir  iitncnfltaUcl-,  that  in  all  Saits  m  ad- 
mirdbte  Fire  doth  lurk  as  king  laid  up  therein,  through 
the  indeavour  whereof  'very  many  admirable  things 
way  be  ferfelhd  as  well  in  Medicine  as  in  Alchyn*y  = 
and  alfo  that  it  may  be  altogether  performed,  that  put 
of  Vitriol  the  Stone  of  the  ancient  Wife  men,  out  of 
Salt  Teter  a  spiritual  Gold,  and  an  excellent  yellow 
tincture,  and  out  of  common  Salt  the  true  Tear  I  of  the 
' '  Thilofophers  may  be  prepared. 


IN  all  Salts,  that  a  raoft  potent  Bre  doth  lurk  as  be¬ 
ing  laid  up  therein,  thofe  h^ve  beft  known  who 
have  the  labours  of  the  fire  thoroughly  viewed  and 
certainly  known.  For  through  the  efficacy  and  ypera- 
tion  hereof ,falts  are  reduced  iinto  a  fiery  force, or  pow¬ 
er  or  unto  a  moift  fire,  out  of  which  they  before  arole, 
after  the  laying  dpwn  of tbeir  e^thlinefs,  yet  one  fait 
draws  out  one  fire  far  unliketo  the  hre  of  another,  fo 
that  this  is  volatile,  the  other  is  fixed,  and  remaining 
conflant  in  the  ,ffie  ;  anpthb?  iSilwdy  volatile  and 
partly  fixed,,  even  as  the  operator!  ffiall  procure  this 
or  the  other  property  iinto  them,  yet  all  fuch  fiery 
fairs  may  by  Ae  benefit  ,  of  Aw  be  concentred,  and 
made  more  efficacious  than  they  were  made  by  feme 
one  diftillation.  For  example  fake,  if  any  one  be- 
hpldeth  Vitriol,  .and  confiders  of  the  nature  thereof, 
he  fhall  in  very  deed  certainly  find  that  by  the  help 
of,  a  ftrong  fire;  there  may  be  allured  or  extra^ed 
put  of  it  that  which  was  in  the  beginning,  to  wit,  a 
fiery  fpirit,  which  by  the  aid  of  external  fire,  being 
reduced  into  a  narrow  Central  room,  or  Con-centra- 
tipn,  draws  out  that  internal  fire,  uncloathing  it  felf 
of,  or  difplaying.fo  great  virtues,  that  it  reducethinto 
ts,  Coal  all  things  which  it  moifieneth  or  encompaf- 
feth,  even  like  as  if  it  had  been  burnt  up  by  common 
Kitchin  fire,  or  by  Glaffcs  receiving  the  Sun-beams 
and  burning  up  all  things  that  are  objeded  againft  it. 
Concerning  thefe  fiery  lalts,  and  the  preparation  and 
ufe  of  them,  I  being  hereto  deliver  a  few  things,  I 
will  take  my  beginning  from  the  fire  of  Vitriol,  and 
the  preparation  of  the  fame,  the  various  and  rnanifold 
ufe  whereof  fliall  be  afterwards  explained  in  its  own 

place. 

IV.  Of  the  Treparation  of  the  Fire  of  Vitriol. 

REtorts  made  of  the  beft  earth  do  draw  out  the 
fire  of  Vitriol  by  diftillation  after  this  manner 

following. 

Common  Vitriol  is  calcined  m  earthen  pots  unto  a 
rednefs,  and  reduced  into  a  powder,  it  is  put  into 
an  earthen  Retort,  and  placed  in  a  Furnace,  and  a 
great  vefiel  adjoyned  to  the  neck  of  the  Retort , 
which  is  to  receive  the  fpirits  going  forth  ;  the  fire  is 
kindled  by  degrees,  and  fb  gradually  increafed  untill 
the  Retort  be  brightly  red  hot,  in  which  degree  of 
fire  it  is  fo  long  to  be  urged  untill  no  white  Clouds 


or  little  vapoury  Miftsdo  any  longer  appear.  This 
operation  is  perfefted  in  24  hours  fpace  at  the  moft. 
But  if  the  Retort  fhall  be  very  large  all  the  Oyl  can¬ 
not  be  extradted  in  the  fpace  of  24  hours,  but  will 
require  a  longer  time  for  the  operation,  which  expe¬ 
rience  it  felf  will  determine:  after  all  the  Spirits  are 
diftilled  off  and  fettled  to  the  bottom  of  the  Receiver, 
the  clay  luting  which  joy ned  the  Receiver  to  the 
neck  of  the  Retort  is  to  be  mollified  with  a  wet  cloth 
put  round  about  it,  and  the  Receiver  taken  off,  and 
the  fpirits  poured  out  of  it  into  a  glafs  body  well  coa¬ 
ted  with  Clay,  the  which  (^having  an  Alembick  put 
on)  is  to  be  fet  in  Land,  that  the  volatile  fpirit  may 
flowly  and  gently  be  drawn  off,  and  kept’ for  its  ufe 
afterwards  to  be  taught.  Alfo  afterwards  the  phlegm 
is  to  be  drawn  off,  and  referved  for  its  own  ufes,  be- 
caufe  it  hath  its  own  peculiar  virtues.  At  length  al 
fo  the  4ft  fpirit  is  to  be  received  in  a  peculiar  veflel, 
the  which,  after  that  it  hathceafed,  and  fiery  drops 
do  follow,  the  fire  is  ("by  degrees ;  to  be  removed , 
and  when  the  fand  is  colA  the  gourd  is  to  be  taken 
out,  in  which  ("the  Alembick  or  head  being  taken 
away)  thou  fhalt  find  a  fiery  Oyl  of  a  black  or  fbme- 
what  reddifh  colour,  the  which  is  again  to  be  rectifi¬ 
ed  in  an  open  fire  in  a  Retort  well  coated,  that  it 
may  be  rendred  more  fiery  and  clear. 

By  this  oyl  admirable  things,  and  thofe  not  only 
profitable  for  Phyficians  but  alfo  for  Chymifts,  and 
other  Artificers,  are  perfected  as  we  fhall  ftraitway 
fee. 

There  are  indeed  other  ways  or  means  alfo  by 
which  this  oyl  is  attained,  but  this  afore  taught  is 
the  eafieft  of  all,  although  it  require  the  more  time. 
But  if  any  one  Hand  in  need  ofa  greater  quantity  of 
the  fame,  he  may  procure  thofe  greater  Cans  prepa¬ 
red  of  the  beft  Earth,  they  being  fb  joyned  to  each 
other,  that  the  uppermoft  being  placed  on  the  fire, 
the  reft  might  be  placed  without  the  fire,  fb  that 
the  lowermolt  may  receive  the  oyl  going  out  by  dc- 
feent. 


V.  A  proof  whether  this  Oyl  of  Vitriol  he  well  prepared 
and  ftrong,  and  fit  enough  fior  that  operation  of  which 
we  here  treat. 

Let  down  a  quill  or  fome  fmall  piece  of  wood  intso 
the  Oyl,  the  which,  when  thou  haft  left  in  ic 
for  fome  fmall  time,  draw  it  out ;  if  it  fhall  be  burnt 
unto  a  Coal  the  oyl  is  well  prepared,  but  if  not,  it  is 
a  fign  that  fomewhat  of  moifture  is  as  yet  therein, 
which  is  again  to  be  expelled  by  fire. 

VI.  Another  tryal  or  experiment. 

DI  P  in  the  oyl  a  piece  of  woollen,  linnen,  or 
which  is  better  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  breadth  nf  a  finger,  and  pour  on  the  fame 
being  taken  out  and  laid  down  fome  drops  of  the 
fpirit  or  oyl  of  Turpentine,  the  which  if  being  kind¬ 
led  they  fhall  conceive  a  flame  it  is  a  fign  that  the  oyl 
was  well  prepared. 

VII.  Another  further  Troof. 

POur  into  fome  little  glafs  fome  fmall  quantity  of 
fpirit  of  wine  wanting  all  phlegm,  and  pour  on 
the  fame  fbme  drops  of  this  oyl  by  little  and  little  ; 
and  if  the  fpirit  of  wine  kindle  and  burn  all  away  the 
oyl  is  prepared  after  a  due  manner. 

NB.i  admoniffi  that  every  one  doth  warily  ban- 
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die  this  operation  :  for  in  thefe  two  fires ,  to  wit, 
Ikltilh  and  fulphureous  ones,  there  is  great  virtue 
hidden,  the  which  feems  probable  but  to  a  few,  if  it 
(hould  be  manifeited  unto  them,  neither  that  have  I 
confulted  or  decreed  that  it  fhould  be  made  known 
ro  very  many.  Thefe  few  particulars  do  fufficient- 
ly  teach  after  what  fort  ILich  fires  aretobeufed  in 
Medicine,  Alchy my  and  other  Arts ;  but  thefe  expe¬ 
riments  are  fufficicnt. 

VIII.  Concerning  the  ufe  of  this  Fire  of  Vitriol  in  Me¬ 
dicine. 

The  life  of  this  fire,  asalfo  of  the  volatile  fpirit  of 
the  fame,  and  of  its  flegm,  thou  fhalt  find  de- 
fcribed  in  the  fecond  part  of  my  Furnaces,  and  a- 
mong  other  Authours  ;  fo  that  the  repetition  there¬ 
of  is  here  fupcrfluous,  this  is  oncly  to  be  known  that 
this  fire  being  onely  befmeared  or  anointed  with  a 
feather  on  all  uncurable  and  Cancerous  or  eating 
Ulcers,  kills  the  Poyfbn,  and  caufeth  that  fuch  Ul¬ 
cers  do  very  eafily  admit  of  cure,  if  fb  be  the  Efcharre 
be  but  firft  removed  by  the  applying  fome  ointment 
or  emplaifter  which  cures  aduftion  or  burning.  For 
this  oyl  burns  up  all  wild  *or  forreign  flefh,  and  that 
which  (as  proud)  lifts  up  it  felf  with  an  abounding 
poyfon,  like  unto  a  certain  bright  burning  Iron,  and 
feparates  all  evil  and  hurtfull  flefh  from  the  good  and 
found  flefli. 

IX.  Of  the  general  ufe  of  this  Oyl  in  Alchy  my. 

By  this  mineral  fire,  all  kind  of  Tranfmutations  of 
things  are  perfected,  but  particularly  it  cxalteth 
Ibme  of  the  more  bafe  metals  into  a  higher  degree, 
and  makes  them  more  conflant,  of  which  more  fhalJ 
befaid  in  the  following  Chapters  or  Treatifes. 

In  the  general,  fbme  Vegetables,  Animal  and  Mi¬ 
neral  fubjedls,  may  by  the  operation  of  this  Oyl  be 
reduced  into  fixt  Medicines,  and  indeed  far  more 
commodioufly  than  by  the  common  fire  of  Wood  or 
Coals.  And  moreover  which  is  a  far  greater  thing 
'  in  this  very  oyl  a  fiery  Tindure  is  hidden,  and  is 
,  manifefled  by  the  benefit  of  Art,  as  Fryer  Bafilius, 
and  other  Philofophers  do  affirm, 

X.  Of  the  ufe  of  this  fire  in  other  Arts. 

By  the  virtues  of  this  invifible,  and  yet  efien- 
tial  fire,  all  forts  of  mofl  profitable  matters 
are  performed  ,  the  which  notwithflanding  is  not 
here  fafe  for  me  to  defcribe,  but  I  am  conftrai- 
ned  to  refer  it  till  another  time,  it  onely  in  this  place 
feems  worthy  my  labour,  briefly  to  fhew  that  this 
fire  performs  all  thofe  things  which  the  fire  of  Coals 
is  other  wife  wont  to  effect. 

Truly  it  is  a  fire,  but  it  fhineth  not  like  the  fire  of 
Wood  or  Coals  :  But  he  that  will  have  it  to  fhine, 
he  muft  needs  add  unto  it  a  f'ubtile  or  fine  Sulphur, 
that  he  may  extrad  or  allure  forth  of  it  a  vifible  fire. 

.  This  fire  being  defended  againfl:  the  entrance  of  the 
Air,  remains  occult  for  many  thoufands  of  years, 
and  doth  not  manifeft  it  felf,  unlefs  any  one  make  it 
manifeft. 

Truly  it  is  an  admirable  fire,  and  mod  fit  for  the 
elfeding  of  many  incredible  things,  whereof  w'e  have 
fpoken  many  things  fiifficient  for  this  time. 


XI.  An  e'vident  dcmonfi ration  of  fuch  a  fire  lying  hid 
e'ven  in  the  Salt  of  the  Kit  chin  y  and  that  knoivn  to 
every  one.  /' 

AFter  that  Vlato  and  many  other  Philofophers 
took  notice  that  nothing  endowed  with  life  did 
confift  without  Salt, and  that  dead  Carcafles  themfelvcs 
were  preferved  for  a  long  time  from  putrefadfion  by 
the  virtues  of  the  fame;  they  thought  and  wrote  that 
a  certain  divine  thing  lay  hid  in  it.  But  after  what 
fort  this  divine  and  hidden  thing  is  to  be  made  vifi¬ 
ble,  they  have  not  taught.  But  without  doubt,  thofe 
mod  wife  Philofophers  would  by  this  word  fhew  and 
denote  fomething  of  a  fingular  excellency. 

Becaufe  therefore  God  himfelf  is  a  fire,  and  hath 
never  appeared  to  his  Saints  in  any  other  fhape  but 
that  of  fire,  and  bcfides  alfb  all  Salts  are  generated 
in  the  moift  bowels  of  the  earth  from  an  Aftral  fire, 
and  on  the  contrary,  a  true  fire  may  by  the  operati¬ 
on  of  Art  be  extradited  and  rendred  palpable  and 
vifible  out  of  all  Salts,  it  being  that  which  without 
doubt  lay  not  hid  unto  them,  therefore  it  is  alfovery 
likely  that  thofe  Philofophers  have  not  without  a 
caufe  of  great  moment  written  that  a  certain  Di¬ 
vine  or  fiery  Being  did  fecretly  lurk  in  Salt. 

But  that  they  have  intimated  not  any  thing  to  be 
better,  or  more  noble  than  that  fiery  and  laltifh  Spi¬ 
rit  may  be  forefeen  by  an  cafie  conjedlure ;  for  if  a 
certain  divine  thing  fhall  lie  hid  in  Salt  as  they 
write,  it  fhall  of  neceffity  follow  that  that  divine 
fpark  being  freed  frorn,  all  its  earthly  bonds  fhould  be 
far  ftiperiour  to  all  earthly  things  in  beauty,  virtues 
efficacy  and  power;  and  that  next  ro  the  eternal  God 
himfelf  it  fhould  remain  the  chiefefl:  and  moft  pre¬ 
cious  Pearl  in  the  World. 

But  who  fhall  teach  us  the  manner  of  feparating 
fo  precious  a  Pearl  out  of  the  common  and  Kitchin 
Salt  i  none  but  God  alone,  or  fome  good  friend  ; 
who  can  make  his  friend  a  partaker  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  received  from  God  ?  , 

But  fince  that  very  few  mortals  do  feek,  love,  fear 
and  honour  God  with  fincere  hearts,  but  do  much 
rather  cleave  fait  unto  the  frail  and  unjufl  Mam¬ 
mon  ,  and  attribute  divine  honour  unto  the  fame  ; 
its  no  wonder  that  God  doth  referve  thofe  things  to 
himfelf,  or  at  leaft  doth  fparingly  beftow  on  us  thofe 
things  which  he  abundantly  fupplyed  the  Ancients 
withall  from  his  own  bountifull  hand :  And  moreo¬ 
ver  the  fame  omnipotent  Creatour  enlightning  fome 
fit  fubjed,  with  a  certain  fpark  of  nature  ,  grants 
unto  him  alfo  fo  much  wit  that  he  knows  that  by  a 
due  filence  he  is  to  beware  of  this  wicked  dreg  or 
drofs  of  the  World.  Whence  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  light  of  nature  is  at  this  day  made  known  to  fo 
few  mortals. 

But  before  I  treat  in  many  particulars  of  that  pre¬ 
cious  Pearl  of  Salt,  it  feems  altogether  neceflary  for 
me,  firft  to  fhew  the  manner  and  reafbn  of  extrad¬ 
ing  that  fire  out  of  Kitchin  Salt;  the  feparation 
whereof  can  be  perfeded  in  no  other  refped  than 
through  the  violence  of  common  fire,  to  wit,  when- 
as  the  Salt  being mixt  with  a  certain  earthly  matter  ' 
that  it  caimot  flow,  is  urged  in  a  retort  with  a  moll: 
ftrong  fire,  that  the  more  pure  part  of  the  Salt,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  a  fharp  fpirit ,  may  depart  into  the 
Receiver  joyned  to  the  Retort,  in  which  fharp  and 
fweet  fpirit  a  moft  efficacious  fire  lurketh  which  in 
manner  following  is  to  be  cxtraded  and  concentred. 
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XII.  of  the  preparation  of  the  fire  of  Salt. 

Take  of  this  add  or  fharp  Ipirit  of  Salt,  redifie 
it  out  of  a  Glafs  Retort  in  fand ;  the  flegm 
will  come  over  firft,  which  was  put  in  the  receiving 
Vellel  in  the  firft  Diftillation  to  condenfe  or  colled 
the  fpirits  the  more  commodioufly.  After  that  all 
me  flegm  is  come  off,  and  acid  drops  begin  to  come, 
remove  or  change  your  Receiver,  and  take  your  fpi- 
rits  therein  ;  continue  the  Diftillation  fo  long  untill 
allthefpirirs  become  forth,  it  being  indowed  with 
an  acid  fweetnefs,  is  an  effeder  of  very  many  opera¬ 
tions,  which  doth  bring  much  profit  both  in  Medi¬ 
cine  *and  Alchymy,  as  is  manifeft  out  of  diverfe  of 
my  writings,  and  efpecially  out  of  the  id.  part  of 
my  Furnaces,  and  the  comfort  of  Mariners. 

'  In  this  fweet  and  fharp  fpirit  like  Wine  there  is  an 
infernal  fire  hidden,  which  doth  equally  like  Coals 
burn  up  all  things  put  into  it,  like  as  the  fire  of  wood 
and  coals  doth  Vegetables  and  Animals,  and  itredu- 
ceth  all  things  which  common  fire  doth,  by  calcining 
them  into  afhes,  fuch  as  are  immature  metals,  tin, 
lead  and  the  like,  which  when  they  are  put  into  it, 
it  burns  them  up  by  calcining  them  into  white  afhes. 

XIII.  A  Concentrating  the  verified  Spirit  of  Salt  into  a 
moift  and  cold  Fire. 

Every  Spirit  ofSaltconfifteth  of  two  things,  to  wit, 
Fire  and  Water,  which  water  the  fire  doth  fo 
firmly  co  knit  to  it  felf,  that  it  cannot  be  wholly  fe- 
parated  by  any  diftillation  or  redifying ;  but  it  al¬ 
ways  adheres  to  the  fire,  how  often  foever  it  be  rec¬ 
tified  or  diftilled  :  if  any  one  therefore  defireth  by 
‘  redifying  to  feparate  them  he  muft  of  neceflity  put 
immature  metal-like  fubjeds  to  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  the 
which,  by  how  much  the  more  immature  or  unripe 
they  are,  by  fo  much  they  render  the  fpirit  of  fait 
the  purer  ;  fuch  are  Lapis  Calaminaris,  Zink ,  and 
fro»,  which  by  reafon  of  their  moift  and  attrading 
nature,  do  draw  to  them  that  invifible  fire  out  of  the 
fpirit  of  fait,  as  it  were  that  agent  whereof  (as  to 
their  maturity  or  perfedion  )  they  are  neceffarily 
deftitute,  and  without  which  fiery  agent,  a  metal- 
lick  kind  of  body  is  able  to  attain  unto  no  perfedion 
in  the  earth. 

Such  metallick  fubjeds  therefore,  the  fpirit  of  fait, 
they  being  put  into  it,  affaulteth,  and  as  much  as  it 
can  diffolves  them.  This  fblution  being  diftilled  out 
of  a  glafs  retort  by  fand,  with  the  more  gentle  fire, 
fends  forth  nothing  but  ameer  and  unfavoury  phlegm, 
the  fiery  efience  it  felf  remaining  with  the  mineral  in 
the  Retort,  the  which  if  it  be  more  and  more  urged, 
and  the  fire  more  increafed,  that  it  may  become 
plainly  burning  bright,  then  that  mineral  cannot 
longer  retain  the  fire  of  the  fait,  but  difmiffeth  it, 
which  defeending  into  the  receiving  vcffel,  is  con- 
denfed  into  a  thick  and  fiery  oyl,  which  is  afterwards 
to  be  kept  in  ftrong  and  well  ftopt  glalfes,  becaufe  it 
fumes  without  intermiffion,  and  defires  to  return  in¬ 
to  the  air,  as  it  were  its  Chaos  from  whence  it  came 
forth. 

This  fire  is  the  operator  of  great  effeds  in  Alchymy 
and  Medicine,  of  which  effeds  very  few  have  known 
how  to  difeourfe.  But  it  hath  far  different  proper¬ 
ties  and  qualities  from  that  which  is  extraded  out  of 
Vitriol,  whereof  it  fhall  be  afterwards  treated. 

And  although  through  the  help  of  this  fire  ,  in¬ 
credible  things  may  be  performed  as  well  by  Chy- 


mifts  as  Phyficians,  and  other  Artificers ;  yet  it  is  a 
confumingj  deftroying,  and  alfo  a  ripening  fire  ;  nei¬ 
ther  hath  it  theleaft  of  themoft  noble  Pearl  with  it 
whereof  we  have  made  mention  above,  and  the 
w’hich  in  this  preparation  is  converted  into  fuch  a  fire. 

That  Pearl,  if  it  fliould  be  extraded  or  allured  out 
of  Salt,  in  my  Ample  opinion  it  were  to  be  extraded 
not  by  the  benefit  of  the  fire,  but  through  the  en¬ 
deavour  of  metallick  and  attrading  fubjeds. 

But  although  I  do  not  profefs  my  felf  to  be  fo  skil¬ 
ful!  a  Mafter,  and  do  not  arrogate  to  my  felf  the 
knowledge  of  fo  precious  a  pearl,  yet  I  cannot  but 
bewray  that  fmall  little  fpark  of  Nature  which  God 
hath  granted  unto  me,  that  fo  every  one  may  have 
a  clear  knowledge  and  fight  of  what  admirable  myf 
teries  Salt  doth  hide  in  its  own  vile  body. 

XIV.  The  manner  whereby  that  mofi  precious  Pearl  of 
Salt  may  at  leaf  wife  in  fame  refpett  be  rendred  con- 
fpicuous  or  apparent. 

Even  as  I  have  admonifhed  in  my  foregoing  wri¬ 
tings,  that  the  powers,  colours,  and  virtues  of 
all  Vegetables,  Animals, and  Minerals  are  found  con¬ 
centred  in  Fire  and  Salt,  fo  alfo  I  now  affirm  and  af 
fert  the  fame  thing  that  by  Salt  through  the  benefit 
of  Fire,  all  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Metals,  may 
in  their  own  fpecies,  nature  and  properties  be  in¬ 
creafed  and  propagated  into  an  infinity.  So  that 
we  have  the  feeds  of  them. 

For  example  fake.  I  prepare  Kitchin  Salt  by  the 
fire,  that  its  tartnefs  being  loft,  it  puts  on  the  nature 
of  an  Alcali  or  Lixivial  Salt,  I  mix  fome  parts  thereof 
with  fome  barren  earth,  or  with  naked  fand  ,  the 
which  I  moiften  with  water,  in  thefe  I  fow  the  feeds 
of  vegetables,  that  they  may  be  nourifhed  by  that 
Salt  and  may  grow,  which  in  thus  growing  do  ob¬ 
tain  their  own  proper  figures,  virtues  and  colours, 
they  appear  green,  yellow  and  red,  sky-coloured, 
purple  coloured,  and  white,  &c.  and  have  a  fweet, 
four,  fliarp,  bitter,  favour,  even  as  God  hath  be¬ 
llowed  on  every  particular  kind  its  own  proper  na¬ 
ture,  which  operation  proceeds  from  this  one  onely 
Salt,  and  the  fiery  beams  of  the  Sun  being  tempered 
with  air. 

When  therefore  Beafts  are  fed  with  thefe  Herbs 
growing,  and  receiving  nourifhment  from  the  Salt, 
they  are  of  neceffity  alfo  nourifhed  and  increafed  by 
the  fame  ;  even  as  alfo  the  fame  Herbs  growing  from 
the  fame  Salt  do  fupply  nourifhment  and  increafe 
themfelves. 

But  if  any  one  could  obtain  the  true  feed  of  Gold, 
and  increafe  that  feed  by  the  help  of  Salt  and  Fire  ; 
he  might  (without  doubt j  obtain  great  plenty  of 
Gold,  but  God  will  not  have  it  that  the  tail  of  the 
Goatfhouldbeas  long  as  the  Cows, the  which  being 
lifted  up  with  too  much  pride,  would  ftrike  out  her 
own  eyes  with  her  too  long  tail. 

If  therefore  all  things  and  Gold  it  felf,  as  alfo  Sil¬ 
ver,  Pearls,  and  precious  Srones,  are  after  an  invi¬ 
fible  and  occult  manner  hidden  in  Salt,  and  may 
by  the  help  of  art  and  nature  be  rendred  palpable 
and  vifible  ;  why  alfo  might  it  not  come  to  pafs  that 
the  moft  excellent  Medicine  and  moft  precious  Pearl 
of  the  wife  men  might  be  allured  forth  out  of  the 
fame  Salt  I  Truly  common  Pearls  are  bred  out  of 
Salt  waters,  wherein  if  the  firft  matter  of  Pearls  were 
not,  after  what  manner  or  fort  fhould  they  bewray 
themfelves  out  of  the  fame  I  Therefore  that  it  may 
evidently  be  made  manifeft,  that  by  the  ope¬ 
ration 
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ration  of  art,  allb  Pearls  may  be  extra  died  out  of 
Salt  which  do  far  excell  thole  Pearls,  which  by  fifh- 
ing  are  drawn  out  of  the  depth  of  the  Sea,  in  beauty, 
virtue,  efficacy  and  excellency  ;  I  will  prefcribe 
as  much  indeed  as  hath  been  granted  unto  me,  for 
demonftrating  the  polTibility  ot  the  thing,  a  certain 
manner  whereby  every  one  fhall  be  able  to  take  to 
him  a  firm  and  fure  foundation  of  weighing  or  confi- 
dering  of  the  matter .  more  exactly . 

X 

XV.  An  operation  oj" nllttring  forth  aThilofo^ttcal  Pearl 
mt  of  Salt^^  (  ^ 

DTfiblvcthou  in  common  water,  as  much  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt  as  t^ou  wilt,  by  how  much  the  grea¬ 
ter  plenty  thou  ffialt  take,  by  fo  much  the  more  thou 
{halt  obtain. 

In  like  manner  dilTolve  in  fort,  one  or  two  Oun¬ 
ces  of  Silver,  pour  this  Iblution  of  Lme  on  the  diflbl- 
ved  Salt,  and  ftir  both  the  difiblutions  up  and  down 
clivers  times  ,  that  it  may  become  white  and  like  un¬ 
to  Milk.  For  Silver  cannot  well  indure  the  Salt,  bur 
departing  fi'om  it  is  precipitated  to  the  bottom,  and 
there  relides,  in  the  form  of  a  fnow-like  Powder, 
which  by  the  effufion  or  pouring  off  the  water  is  to 
be  leparated  and  dried. 

This  filver  powder  hath  extradted  a  fpirltual  and 
philofoph leal' gold,  or  the  faid  precious  Pearl  out  of 
the  Salt  Water.  Becaufe  Diana  hath  known  no  lefs 
how  to  fiffi  Pearls  in  the  Salt  Sea,  than  to  hunt  wild 
Beafts  in  the  green  Woods  ;  But  that  Pearl  is  made 
corporal  and  vilible  in  manner  following. 

XVF.  the  Pearl  being  attained  is  made  ^ifihle. 

IT  is  to  be  noted  that  that  filver  powder  being  thus 
by  it  felf,  and  without  an  admixture  ofother  fix- 
xed  Salts,  doth  very  hardly  by  fulion  return  into  its 
former  form  of  filver,  but  that  it  flows  like  Salt,  and 
pierceth  any  vellel  whatfoever,  yea  doth  departin- 
to  a  fmoak.  For  the  fpirits  of  the  Salt  do  render  the 
filver  fo  fluid  and  volatile,  that  it  is  mad  &  altogether 
mercurial ;  and  therefore  its  more  tendi^and  noble 
part  may  be  leparated  from  its  mt^^rofs  part  by 
difti]lafion,if  this  could  be  doneby-^aflen,  or  earth¬ 
en,  or  metallick  vefl'els. 

When  this  mercury  of  Lune  is  nrelted  in  an  open 
crucible,  it  vanilheth  into  Imoak.  It  being  put  into 
a  Glals  Retort,  refuleth  to  yield  to  the  fire,  the 
which  being  too  much  increaled  makes  the  glafs 
to  melt,  and  deftroys  the  glals  together  with  the  fil¬ 
ver.  If  earthen  vefl'els  be  ufed,  the  lame  mercury 
pierceth  the  fame  unhurt  like  oyled  Leather,  when 
it  departs,  the  Salts  allo  depart  into  fmoak,  and  do 
leave  little  grains  of  filver  adhering  to  the  Veflel, 
whereof  in  this  refpedt  there  is  made  a  lols,  which 
renders  the  fublimation  void. 

Of  Iron  veflels  alfo  here  is  no  ufe,  becaufe  of  the  Salts 
phat  are  admixed  with  the  filver  riling  up  againft  the 
Iron,  they  dilinifs  the  filver  reduced  to  its  ancient  bo¬ 
dy,  and  befides  a  little  fpirit  of  fak  they  fend  forth 
nothing,  lb  that  no  feparation  is  made,  but  the  pure 
and  impure  do  remain  co-mixt. 

For  the  fake  of  avoiding  thole  difeommodifiesl  have 
tried  many  ways  and  manners  in  vain,  and  at  length  I 
took  notice,that  if  luch  a  matter  be  added  to  the  rnofl: 
penetrating  mercury  of /.«we,  which  may  fb  hinder  its 
efficacy  of  Iblving  and  co  melting,  that  it  may  be 
changed  into  a  porous  lump,  than  that,^  through  the 
benefit  ot  fire  there  might  be  an  eafie  feparation 


thereof,  which  without  this  help  dothmoft  difficultly 
exift. 

In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  therefore  ad joyn  thoii 
unto  thy  filhing  Net ;  that  is,  unto  the  rnercury  of 
fuch  a  matter  in  due  weight  and  meafure 
which  admits  not  of  melting,  and  which  fufters  not 
the  mercury  of  Lune  to  conflux,  or  melt  together. 
Such  are  wooden  C«als  being  reduced  into  a  fine  , 
powder, with  the  which  being  mixt  with  the  mercury  f" 
of  Lune,  thou  lhalt  fill  thy  diftilling  velfel,  whether 
it  be  earth,  or  iron,  or  glafs  which  is  the  beft  of  all, 
even  unto  the  half  parr, and  fhall  fet  it  in  the  fire,  the 
which  is  to  be  gently  increaled  by  degrees,  untill  the 
glafs  become  burning  bright,  keep  the  veflel  fo  long 
in  this  heat  untill  all  the  fpirits  are  departed,  which 
ceafing,  thou  fhalt  take  away  the  veflel  being  cold, 
in  which  thou  wilt  find  the  remainder  of  the  mercu¬ 
ry  which  did  notafeend,  reduced  into  a  corporal  or 
imbodyed  filver  ,  or  at  leaft  wife  fuch,  to  which  ad¬ 
ding  a  little  borace  is  eafily  reduced  into  filver,  the 
which  doth  contain  fomewhat  of  gold  ;  but  keep 
thou  that  fubtile  and  pure  matter  which  afeended  in 
diftillation  as  a  precious  treafure,  and  meditate  after 
what  fort,  or  by  what  means  thou  may  ft  be  able  to  fix 
this  precious  Pearl;,  and  tonvert  it  into  a  fufible,  or 
flowable,  and  piercing  ftons. 

Butin  what  refpeef,  or  in  what  manner  this  thing 
is  to  be  done,  in  very  deed  I  cannot  tell,  becaufe  I 
am  he  who  have  not  hitherto  had  leifure  ,  nor  time 
of  perfeding  that  thing,  and  therefore  1  have  been 
willing  here  to  fhew  onely  thefe  things  which  I  have 
feemwith  my  eyes,  and  handled  with  my  hands. 

Another  fhall  be  able  by  his  own  judgment  to 
make  tryal,  and  to  fee  what  God  will  beftow  uporj 
him,  I  have  fhewnin  ftead  of  the  mercurial  Statue  or 
Image,  that  which  fhall  fuffice  atprefent. 

XVII.  A  more  eafe  manner  of  obtaining  a  Philofophi^ 
cal  Pearl. 

IF  thou  fhalt  be  defirous  of  obtaining  a  Philofophi 
cal  Pearl  after  a  more  eafie  manner,  thou  muft 
of  necefflty  thus  operate. 

Unto  half  a  Loton,  t.  e.  two  drams  of  the  mercury 
of  Lune,  add  a  little  of  the  powder  of  Coals,  and  put 
the  conjoyned  matters  into  a  fmalL  glafs,  the  which 
fet  in  a  crucible  encompafled  with  fend  unto  that 
height  which  the  matter  in  the  glafsit  felf  fhall  deter¬ 
mine.  On  the  mouth  of  the  glafs  put  a  finall  piece  of 
fome  glafs  that  it  may -be  well  covered,  and  fo  place 
thou  a  lefs  crucible  with  the  upfide  downward  upon 
that  little  glafs,  that  its  ( top)  utmoft  and  higheft 
bound  being  overwhelmed  with  the  faid  fend  may 
drive  away  all  air  from  that  little  glafe.  , 

Set  that  crucible  being  in  this  manner  co-fitted,  and 
containing  the  little  glafs  fhut  up  between  them^  in 
live  Coals  of  Wood,  and  make  them  bright  burning 
hot,  that  that  may  remain  fired  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hours  fpace,  then  let  them  cool,  and  thou  fhalt  find 
a  little  lifted  up  by  fublimation,  the  reft  being  mel¬ 
ted  by  borace,  will  afford  a  filver  impregnat^  with 
gold,  yet  without  gain,  the  which  demonrtrateth 
onely  in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  what  may  be 
done :  but  what  gain  may  be  obtainted  by  this  very 
operation  fhall  hereafter  be  fhewn.  „  c 

Furthermore  it  is  here  to  be  feen  how  moft  beau- 
tifull  a  Pearl  doth  bewray  it  felf,  although  very  little 
of  it  come  forth,  becaufe  in  this  labour  no  finall  pare 
thereof  flies  away  into  the  air,  and  fheweth  onely  its 
colours  alone  in  the  glafs,  far  more  beautifull  than 
gold  filver,  and  precious  ftones ;  if  any  one  fhall 
^  ’  C  rightly 
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rightly  operate,  neither  fhall  there  be  any  Painter 
who  fhall  exprefs  it  by  imitating  and  painting.  ^ 

For  this  time  take  what  hath  beenfpoken  in  right 
and  good  part,  and  immediately  weigh  thou  fo  great 
a  thing  the  more  exadly,  pray,  labour,  Peek,  and  in 
feeking  thou  fhalt  find  fuch  things  which  thou  couldlt 
never  before  have  believed. 

The  Brethren  of  ignorance,  my  enemies,  will  here 
•objecfi:  againftme,  and  fay,  that  thefe  moft  elegant 
colours  have  drawn  their  original  from  the  filver ;  un¬ 
to  thofe  I  briefly  anfwer,That  they  were  indeed  ex- 
traded  out  of  the  Salt  by  the  help  of  the  filver,  but 
that  they  do  not  (per  fe)  or  by  themfelves  pertain  to 
the  filver, for  if  they  were  of  the  filver  they  would  al- 
fobe  folved  by  aq.  fortis,  the  which,  fince  it  is  not 
done,  they  are  not  filver,  but  the  meer  Anima  or 
Soul  of  the  fait.  That  this  thing  may  be  confirmed 
by  a  more  evident  argument^  I  bring  the  folution  of 
Saturn  or  Lead,-  the  which  at  felf'  alfb  can  fifli  out 
the  fame  Pearl'from  Salt,  without  Silver.  If  any  one 
fhall  operate  after  the  fame  manner  which  I  bur  now 
fhewed,  I  alfo  add  this,  that  I  am  hereafter  to  reach 
a  way  whereby  Saturn  may  be  able  to  fifh  pure  Am¬ 
ple  gold  out  of  all  falts. 

Ixt  us  now  return  unto  the  moift  and  cold  fire  of 
the  Philofophers,  and  fee  what  an  admirable  fire  God 
hath  hidden  in  Salt  Peter. 

That  a  moft  potent  fire  doth  lurk  in  Salt  Peter  is 
not  worth  our  confirming  by  any  argument.  That 
horrible  Gunpowder  which  fhakes  or  rends  all  things 
afunder  proveth  the  thing  moft  manifeftly,  and  Aq. 
Fortis,  which  dilTolveth  and  deftroyeth  all  Metals, 
yet  another  fire  of  far  more  powerfull  virtue  is  hid¬ 
den  in  the  fame  Salt,  which  very  few  have  known 
and  beheld,  and  the  which  we  will  here  make  mani- 
feft,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  profit  of  all 
mankind. 

XVIII.  Of  the  preparation  of  the  moifi  and  cold  fire  of 

Salt  Feter. 

TAke  of  Potters  earth  bdng  without  fand,  and 
burnt,  a  parts, and  I  part  of  SaltPeter  very  well 
purified,  with  both  thefe  matters  being  reduced  into 
powder  and  well  mixed  together,  fill  a  glafs  retort 
well  coated  with  clay,  put  it  in  a  Furnace  for  diftil- 
lation,  and  joyn  a  Receiver  to  the  Neck  of  the  Re¬ 
tort,  into  which  put  as  many  pints  or  pounds  of  wa¬ 
ter  as  there  were  pounds  of  Salt  Peter  mixed  with  the 
earth,  that  the  Spirits  going  forth  may  fb  much  the 
fooner  be  condenfed  into  moifture,  after  thou  haft 
exadly  joyned  and  luted  thy  Receiver  to  the  neck 
of  the  Retort,  with  a  due  lure  (or  clay)  kindle  a 
fire  according  to  Art  by  degrees,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
Salt  Peter  freprefenfmga  yellowor  redmift  in  going 
forth)  will  joyn  it  felf  to  the  water  placed  in  the  Re¬ 
ceiver. 

All  the  Spirits  being  come  forth,  take  off  thy  Re¬ 
ceiver,  and  feparate  them  from  the  water,  put  this 
fharp  fpirit  of  Niter  into  fome  ftrong  glafs-.  it  being 
by  diftilarion  freed  from  its  fuperfluous  phlegm  and 
redified,  is  applied  unto  Medicinal  and  Chymical 
ufes ;  concerning  the  operations  and  virtues  whereof 
there  is  mention  made  in  the  fecondpart  of  my  Fur¬ 
naces,  and  in  the  Difpenfatory  of  Schroderm.  More¬ 
over,  the  manner  of  extrading  and  concentring  a  fire 
of  this  fpiritis  this. 

Pour  this  fpirit  of  Niter  on  the  powder  of  Lap.  Ca- 
laminaris  or  Aink  reduced  into  fmall  little  grains  that 
it  n'lay  dilfolve  as  much  as  it  can;  and  when  it  will 


diflblve  no  more  in  the  Cold,  place  the  glafs  in  hot 
fand  that  it  may  diflblve  more  of  the  miatter,  filtre 
the  fblurion  and  by  fand  draw  off  all  the  phlegm  in 
a  glafs  retort;  the  phlegm  being  all  come  off,  change 
thy  Receiver,  and  increafe  thy  fire  and  drive  out  a 
fiery  oyl,  which  oyl  thou  fhalt  keep  well  flopr,  be- 
caufe  it  unceffanrly  fuming  would  wholly  vanifh  a- 
way  in  the  Air. 

This  fiery  fmoke  of  Salt  Peter,  as  alfo  that  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  and  commion  Salt,  burns  up  all  Herbs,  Grafs, 
Leaves  and  Flowers,  and  whatfbever  it  toucheth, 
juft  as  if  they  were  burnt  with  a  ftrong  heat  of  the 
Sun  or  Fire. 

And  this  is  the  preparation  of  the  moift  and  cold 
fire  of  Salt  Peter,  of  the  ufe  and  efficacious  operation 
whereof  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy,  it  fhall  be  more' 
exadly  and  fully  treated  on  in  the  following  Chap¬ 
ters. 

XIX.  Of  the  moifi  fire  of  Allome. 

A  Llome  alfb  by  the  work  of  DiftillationandCon- 
zV  centration  yields  an  efficacious  fire  moft  like  to 
that  of  Vitriol,  in  efficacy  and  virtues,  but  the  plen¬ 
ty  doth  not  anfwer  by  reafbn  of  too  much  earth 
wherewith  it  abounds,  yet  if  fbmewhat  of  the  other 
Salts  be  added  unto  it,  it  rightly  and  orderly  beftows 
its  fire, 

XX.  Of  the  moifi  and  cold  fire  of  Sulphur. 

\  Lthough  Sulphur  finds  not  a  place  in  the  order 
of  Salts,  becaufe  it  refufeth  the  folvingin  water, 
yet  it  contains  a  vitriolated  fait  laid  up  in  it,  which 
doth  not  manifeft  it  felf  before  that  the  more  fat  fub- 
ftance  thereof  fhall  be  withdrawn  by  inflaming,  by 
the  operation  whereofithe  fait  is  attenuated  or  made- 
thin,  and  is  carried  on  high  by  the  flame  like  a  fharp 
fmoke,  fo  that  this  fharp  fulphureous  fpirit  burns  all 
things  which  it  toucheth,  after  the  manner  of  all  thofb 
fires  which  are  drawn  out  of  falts. 

For  the  attaining  this  vitiiolated  and  fulphureous 
fpirit  the  flame  of  the  fulphur  is  to  be  received,  in  a 
certain  Alembick  made  of  glafs  or  earth,  peculiarly 
for  this  operation,  wherein  that  vitriolated  fpirit  of 
fait  condenfeth  it  felf,  and  iffues  forth  like  a  thick  fat, 
and  fiery  oyl,  not  unlike  to  that  which  is  made  of 
Vitriol,  whereof  it  is  treated  on  in  my  Furnaces. 

All  thefe  things  do  very  evidently  confirm  thofe 
particulars,  which  I  have  many  years  agoc  commit¬ 
ted  to  m.emory  :  concerning  Sulphur  and  Vitriol,  to 
wit,  that  Sulphur  is  the  original  of  all  metals,  and 
that  no  metal  at  all  is  digged  out  of  the  earth,  which 
hath  not  either  Vitriol  or  Sulphur,  or  for  the  moft 
part  both  adjoyned  unto  it,  for  no  fulphur  is  defti- 
tute  of  vitriol,  nor  vitriol  of  fulphur,  fo  that  both  of 
them  do  challenge  the  rife  or  birth  of  any  kind  of 
metals  whatfoever  unto  themfelves.  And  every 
fulphur  is  by  its  own  proper  agent  or  vitriolated  fait, 
which  it  hath  in  its  pofleffion  by  nature  (whereto  the 
central  fire  of  the  earth  is  an  alTiftant )  exco(fted  or 
boiled  up  more  and  more  into  a  metal;  neither  doth 
this  univerfal  agent  or  vitriolated  fait  depart  from  the 
fatnels,  or  its  patient,  untill  the  fatnefs  together  with 
the  agent  fhall  depart  into  a  malleable  metal,  or  a 
metal  that  undergoes  the  hammer.  Lead,  iron  and 
copper,  do  make  this  thing  manifeft,  which  metals 
do  never  appear  without  vitriol  and  fulphur,  and 
that  for  this  caufe  ;  becaufe  they  being  as  yet  unripe 
and  imperfeift  ones,  doftand  in  need  of  their  agent. 
*•  A  lefs 
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A  lersp!enty  of  Sulphur  or  Vitriolis  found  with  filver, 
than  with  Copper. 

Go'd  hath  little  of  Vitriol  or  Sulphur,  yea  plainly 
none  at  all,  if  it  fhall  attain  to  its  highell  maturity, 
becaufe  it  is  then  found  tobe  pure  and  malleable,  and 
wants  not  a  further  fuhon  or  melting,,  but  by  how 
much  the  more  of  Copper,  Gold,  and  Silver  have, 
by  fo  much  the  more  ot  Vitriol  or  Sulphurthey  have, 
as  alio  require  the  more  time  for  their  ex-codtion  and 
perfedting. 

From  thefe  particulars,  it  manifeftly  appears  in 
what  refpedt  metals  may  in  a  long  time  be  generated 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  their  firft  principle, 
namely  Sulphur  ;  and  may  be  ripened  tn  perfedlion, 
by  its  own  Salt,  or  agent,  which  it  hath  in  its  polTeffion. 

If  nature  doth  elfedt  this  in  a  long  time,  why  alfb 
may  it  not  come  to  pals,  that  art  Ihould  perform  the 
lame  in  a  fhorter  time.? 

But  let  thefe  things  that  have  been  fpoken  be  fuf- 
ficient,  he  that  underftands  nor,  nor  alio  perceiveth 
the  Icope  or  mark,  which  I  fo  clearly  Ihew  is  blind  , 
and  doth  not.  admit  of  a  remedy  for  his  blindnels. 

Truly  I  judge  thele  few  things,  (  but  yet  fuch  as 
Ihew  a  moft  long  way  with  a  moft  fhining  Torch )  to 
be  fufficient  concerning  the  moift  and  cold  fires  of  mi¬ 
nerals,  by  which  the  ripening  and  perfedting  of  me¬ 
tals,  are  to  be  perfedted  as  well  by  nature  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  as  by  art  above  the  earth* 

N.  B.  If  therefore  a  mineral  may  by  the  help  and 
impulle  of  its  own  vitriolated  Salt,  wherewith  it  is 
endowed  ,  be  ripened  from  its  vile  form  and  loweft 
degree  unto  a  better,  and  at  length  unto  the  belt  of 
all,  that  is,  unto  the  pureft  gold,  it  being  that  which 
none  (  that  is  feafoned  but  with  the  leaft  knowledge, 
of  natural  things^  will  deny. 

Alfo  if  fuch  a  Sulphur  is  hidden  in  any  vegetable, 
which  anfwers  to  a  mineral  Sulphur  in  its  nature 
and  properties,  why  allb  might  it  not  come  to  pals, 
that  this  fame  Sulphur  might  be  perfedted  into  ma¬ 
ture  gold,  alike  equal  to  the  other  ^  from,  hence  it 
moft  evidently  appeareth  that  in  any  Herb,  although 
the  moft  abjedt  one,  which  is  promoted  by  the  Sun 
unto  its  maturity,  a  fpark  of  the  immature  beams  of 
Sol  may  be  found,  which  through  the  operation  of 
art,  are  to  be  changed  into  -  pure  gold.  But  after 
what  manner  fuch  a  Sulphur  may  be  extradlcd  out 
of  any  Herb  or  any  Wood  whatfoever,  in  all  things 
like  to  a  mineral  one,  I  have  long  fince  delivered  in 
my  little  work  concerning  the  nature  of  Salts,  and 
in  the  lecond  part  of  the  miraculum  mundi, znd  below 
I  will  demon ftrate  by  a  much  more  clear  manifefta- 
tion. 

Let  us  proceed  to  Animals  and  Vegetables,  and 
conlider  whether  in  thefe  very  things,  fuch  a  ripen¬ 
ing  fire  may  be  found,  and  may  from  thence  allb 
be  drawn  and  made  vifible. 

But  we  muft  know  that  no  fmall  living  creature  or 
fmall  Herb  can  grow,  live,  and  receive,  increafe 
without  a  certain  fiery  and  Salt  Agent ;  the  which 
although  it  cannot  be  believed  by  any  one  that  is 
lifted  up  with  pride,  and  of  a  ftupid  brain,  yet  it  in 
very  deed  exilteth,  and  can  eafily  be  deraonftrated 
by  the  hand  of  the  Artificer. 

XXL  A  mojl  fowerfuU  manner  of  extracting  a  fre  out 

of  any  Wood,  or  any  Herb  whatfoever,  and  oj  rende¬ 
ring  it  palpable  and  vifible. 

Fill  fome  glafs,  ftony,  or  earthen  diftilling  vef- 
fel  with  any  dried  Wood  or  dried  Herb,  and 


diftill  off  the  Vinegar  or  Iharp  liquor  from  thence,  and 
feparate  the  Oyl  from  it ;  and  pour  that  Iharp  li¬ 
quor  on  Lapis  Calaminaris ,  Zink,  or  afhes  of  lead^ 
which  matters  do  dilmils  all  the  unfavoury  moifture 
in  diftilling,  and  retain  the  whole  lharpnels  with 
themlelves,  the  which  being  diftilled  from  thence  al- 
cends  like  unto  meer  fire,  it  being  of  great  ule  as 
well  in  Aledicine  as  Alchymy,  whereof  mention 
fhall  be  made  hereafter. 

But  here  it  is  to  be  noted  that  this  fire  extrafted  by 
diftillation,  is  onely  a  part  of  that  fire  of  the  Wood 
and  Herbs,  and  that  the  other  part  remains  in  the 
Coals  thereof,  which  is  far  more  fixed  than  that 
which  afeended,  and  is  that  Sulphur  which  we  Ipoke 
of  but  now,  which  wholly  anfwers  to  the  nature  of 
a  mineral  Sulphur,  and  which  may  be  extrafted  out 
of  the  Coals  being  folved  by  Sal.  Mirabilis,  which 
lhall  be  taught  and  manifefted  in  the  following  Chap¬ 
ter. 

For  if  there  were  no  fire  in  them,  after  whatlbrt 
fhould  they  burn  and  draw  out  heat  ?  all  Coals  be¬ 
ing  converted  into  aflies,  after  that  their  hidden  Sub 
phur  hath  done  its-  office,  the  feces  of  the  Wood  re¬ 
mains  like  dead  afhes,  wherein  as  yet  lies  hid  a  cer¬ 
tain  fingular  vegetable  fire,  being  altogether  of  ano¬ 
ther  nature,  and  wholly  contrary  to  that  which  aft 
cendeth  indDiftillationc,  This  water  being  extrafted 
out  of  the  afhes  prefents  a  Lixiyjium,  the  which  by 
decoiftion  exhaleth  all  the  moifture,  and  leaves  the 
reft  a  fiery  Salt,  whereof  in  the  fecond  part  of  my 
Difpenfatory.  If  it  be  made  hot  without  fufion,  or 
melting,  it  becomes 'th&  more  fiery,  fothat  it  being 
bound  to  the  skin  for  fome  hours  in  the  bignefs  of  a 
pea,  it  burns  a  fmall  hole  therein  as  if  it  had  been 
burnt  with  a  bright  burning  iron.  A-nd  therefore 
Chyrurgeons  make  ufe  of  fuch  fires  that  they  may 
open  unripe  Ulcers,  or  make  Iffues. 

It  may  be  feen  by  thefe  particulars  that  in  any 
Wood  or  any  Herb,  there  are  alfo  fires  of  divers 
kinds,  the  which  alfo  are  found  in  living  creatures^ 
they  being  partly  volatile  and  fharp,  and  partly  fix¬ 
ed,  and  obtaining  the  nature  of  Alcalies  or  Lixivi- 
al  Salts. 

Both  Salts  or  Fires,  after  they  are  conjoyned  they 
lofo  their  fiery  nature  ,  and  get  unto  themfolves  a- 
nother  quality  and  property  ;  to  wit,  a  middle  one, 
and  thefe  two  contrary  fires  become  an  effential  tar- 
tarous  Salt,  and  fweet  in  ufe,  wherein  no  fire  ap¬ 
pears,  although  that  fire  being  turned  out  and  in 
by  art,  may  be  again  extracted  and  made  vifible. 

Concerning  thefe  wonderfull  changes  of  nature, 
and  converfions  out  of  one  fpecies  or  particular  kind 
into  another,  many  things  are  found  up  and  down 
in  my  writings.  In  the  firft  part  of  the  continuation 
of  the  miracle  of  the  World,  it  is  manifeftly  deforibed 
after  what  fort  a  plenty  of  fuch  fire  may  be  attained 
out  of  Woods,  but  the  concentring  thereof  is  here  de¬ 
livered.  In  general  it  is  here  to  be  noted,  that  one 
Wood  or  one  Herb  doth  more  abound  with  fuch  a 
fire  than  another.  But  by  how  much  any  Wood  or 
Herb  is  the  elder  ,  and  by  how  much  the  longer 
the  Sun  beams  have  operated  on  it,  by  fo  much  the 
more  of  fire  is  in  it,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  Vine ; 
which  hath  received  plentifull  Rays  of  that  fort,  and 
therefore  excells  all  other  vegetables  in  the  greater 
and  ftronger  fire,  as  appears  not  onely  by  the  bur¬ 
ning  fpirit,  but  alfo  the  tartar  ,  or  tartarous  Salt 
thereof,  which  is  almoft  all  fire,  and  yet  without 
Diftillation  and  Calcination  it  cannot  be  manifefted. 

That  therefore  it  may  be  brought  forth  into  open 
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view,  and  be  rendred  vifible,  we  muft  make  ufe  of 
the  following  operation. 

XXII.  The  manner  of  nianifefimgtbe  fire  of  the  Vine. 

Fill  thou  a  Glafs  Retort  Vvith  common  Tartar, 
and  diftill  forth  the  volatile  fpirit  and  oyl,  the 
which  thou  fhaltfeparate  after  a  due  manner.  Great 
virtues  are  in  this  oyl,  whereof  I  have  made  menti¬ 
on  in  the  fecond  part  bf  my  Furnaces.  The  fpirit  is 
to  be  redihed  in  B.  that  the  fiery  fubftance  onely  may 
depart,  and  the  unprofitable  fiegm  remain  behind  ; 
the  rectified  fpirit  is  to  be  poured  on  the  fixed  Salt, 
(refiding -in  the  Retort,  which  muft  be  firft  calcined 
by  a  ftrong  fire  and  made  fiery)  and  from  thence  a- 
gain  diftilled,  that  the  fixed  Salt  may  retain  the  reft 
of  the  unprofitable  fiegm,  and  the  fpirit  attain  the 
greater  fiery  virtues  for  the  performing  of  wonderfull 
effeds  in  medicine ,  the  which  my  writings  do 
teach.  .  :  -  -  i  O'*:'  *  ' 

p  _ 

1  :  h'  1  .  .  I 

XXIII.  Another  '  manner  of  extraBing  or  drawing  forth 
a  far  more  fironger  fire  Out'of  Tartar. 

DIflblve  thou  that  Alcalizated  Salt  from  which 
the  fpirit  was  abftraded  in  redifying  in  a  little 
water,  that  it  may  become  a  very  fharp  Ux'i'vium 
or  Lye  ;  pour  one  pound  of  this  Liximum  on  two 
pounds  of  white  Tartar  in  a  Gourd,  and  that  being 
reduced  into  powder,  put  on  a  head  which  being  well 
luted  on  with  clay,  fet  it  in  fand  and  kindle  a  fire  by 
degrees,  if  thou  {halt  rightly  work  thou  fhalt  obtain  a 
moft.fubtile  fire,  one  drop  whereof  doth  burn  the 
tongue,  as  if  it  had  been  touched  with  a  burning  Iron. 
.  How  wonderfull  things  may  be  effeded  by  this 
fire,  I  have  already  fliown  int  other  places  of  my 
writings.  ' 


World,  Macrocofimus,  and  man  as  it  were  the  lefier 
World,  M'lcrccefinm^  and  a  comparifon  being  made, 
they  have  determined  that  what  things  are  found 
in  the  great  World,  the  fame  are  to  be  found  in  the 
lefier  World,  that  is  in  Man.  . 

From  whence  alfo  they  unanimoufiy  believed,  and 
alfb  committed  to  memory,  that  as  well  the  life  of 
the  greater,  as  of  the  lefier  World  ,  doth  confift  in  a 
faline  and  faltifh  fpirit,  and  that  this  fpirit  doth  bear 
rule  in  one  place  more,  in  another  Ids.  Neither  is 
there  any  one  alfb  who  will  or  can  deny,  that  the 
whole  earth  is  filled  with  Salt  as  it  were  its  Balfam  ; 
and  that  minerals  are  alike  equally  bred  thereby  in 
the  very  boVvels  of  the  earth,  as  vegetables  are  in 
the  Superficies. 

Yet  notwithftanding  the  Salt  of  the  great  World 
is  no  where  more  plentifully  found  than  in  water,  or 
in  the  Seas;  the  which  as  it  is  a  thing  moft  known, 
it  needs  no  confirmation.  The  fame  thing  is  to  be  un* 
derftood  concerning  the  little  World,  'vtz,.  Man, and 
although  the  whole  body  in  all  its  parts  abound  with 
their  true  Balfam,  yet  a  greater  plenty  of  this  Salt 
and  Balfamick  fpirit,  is  found  in  his  fiefh  than  in  his 
bones,  a  greater  plenty  likewife  in  his  bloud  than  in 
his  fiefh,  but  thegreateft  plenty  in  his  Bladder,  or  in 
the  Salt  Sea  of  the  lefier  World,  the  which  is  hidden 
to  none,  but  it  is  the  cuftom  not  to  feek  neceffary 
things  in  remote  places,  but  in  places  nigh  where 
they  are  moft  eafie  to  be  found. 

Hence  becaufe  a  more  plentiful!  Salt  is  no  where 
found  in  man  than  in  his  Urine,  we  of  right  lay  hold 
on  an  occafion  of  feeking  and  con  centrating  the  fire 
in  the  fame,  and  we  make  ufe  of  the  following  pre¬ 
paration, 

XXVI.  The  operation  of  preparing  a  fire  out  of  man  s 

Urine. 


XXIV.  A  manner  of  drawing  forth  as  yet  a  more  'vehe¬ 
ment  fire  out  of  Taker. 

Take  of  crude  Tartar  and  the  Regulus  of  Mars, 
or  the"  pureft  metallick  part  of  iron,  the  fcoka 
being  feparated,  equal  parts,  the  which  thou  fhalt 
mix  by  beating  together,  put  them  in  a  crucible 
with  a  cover  fb  well  fenced  with  clay  that  it  may  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  air, keep  them  in  a  bright  burning  fire  for 
thefpaceof  an  hour,  then. take  them  away. 

From  all  thefe  particulars  it  is  made  known  to 
every  one  that  a  vehement  fire  lies  hidden  in  vegeta¬ 
bles  readily  ferving  for  the  elfeding  of  many  admira¬ 
ble  things  in  Medicine,  Alchymy  and  other  arts, 
from  the  declaring  whereof  the  fhortnefs  of  time  and 
this  treatife,  commands  us  at  this  time  to  ceafe.  But 
moreover  we  muft  fee  whether  living  creatures  alfo 
are  potent  in  the  fame  fire,  and  in  what  refpeft  any 
one  may  be  made  partakers  of  the  fame. 

XXV.  The  preparation  and  Con- cent! ation  of  fire  out  of 
Animals. 

AS  the  Vine  is  the  moft  noble  of  all  vegetables, 
fo  man  alfb  is  efteemed  by  all  that  are  ind ow¬ 
ed  with  judgment  to  be  the  moft  noble  of  all  Ani¬ 
mals,  or  living  Creatures;  the  truth  whereof  the 
thing  it  felf  affirmeth  by  a  plentifull  Teftimony. 

Therefore  we  pafs  by  all  other  Animals  in  filence, 
and  do  here  fhevy  ( by  the  following  manner )  the 
preparation  of  that  fire  onely  that  lies  hid  in  Man. 
The  Ancient  Philofophers  have  called  the  great 


I  Have  at  large  delivered  this  opersition  'in  the  fecond 
part  of  my  Furnaces,  whither  I  refer  the  Reader ; 
where  he  fhall  not  onely  find  a  manifold  compofing 
of  this  fire,  but  alfb  its  various  ufe  in  Medicine. 

Bur  although  it  be  needlefs  to  deferibe  that  opera¬ 
tion  there  repeated,  yet  it  feems  meet  to  me  (for  a 
more  evident  declaration’s  fake)  here  to  adjoyn  fomc 
admonitions  which  concern  it. 

XXVII.  Ohjervations  which  concern  the  preparation  of 
an  Animal  Fire. 

SUCH  a  fire  is  for  the  moft  part  drawn  forth  out  of 
man’s  Urine  being  putrified  by  it  felf  for  thefpace 
of  fome  weeks,  and  is  by  reftifying  converted  into  a 
moift  and  fiery  effence  as  the  fecond  part  of  ray  Fur¬ 
naces  fheweth ;  I  have  there  taught  a  more  eafy 
manner  of  drawing  forth  the  fame  fire  out  of  Sal- 
Armoniack,  which  is  prepared  out  of  Urine,  and  by 
the  addition  of  a  ftrong  Lixi'vium  it  is  diftilled  and 
redified. 

1  have  alfb  taught  the  manner  of  preparing  the 
fame  fire  out  oF  Sal- armoniack  by  the  Addition  of  La- 
pis  Calaminaris,  by  diftilling  it  through  a  Retort. 

Spirits  rightly  prepared  after  thefe  manners  are 
equally  profitable  in  Medicine,  Alchymy,  and  other 
arts ;  becaufe  they  are  thofe  which  being  well  made 
are  all  of  them  good,  after  what  manner  foeverthey 
may  be  prepared. 

But  although  thefe  volatile  animal  fires  do  readily 
ftrvefor  the  performing  of  famous  and  notablethings 
(and  the  fixed  Salt  of  Urine  it  felf,  may  by  Diftil  latiori 

and 
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and  reftificacion  be  con  centrated  into  another  kind 
of  fire)  yet  they  are  at .  a  far  diftance  from  that  true 
Philofophical  fire  which  the  Ancients  have  hidden 
with  fo  great  care  and  diligence,  becaufe  that  in 
thefe  preparations  the  beft  and  chiefeft  part  of  the  fire 
flies  away  and  is  loft.  But  this  I  fay,  that  thefe  fiery 
Spirits  of  Urine  being  con  centrated  even  as  1  have 
taught  them  to  be,  are  indeed  able  to  effedt  all  thole 
things  which  1  have  attributed  to  them,  and  fhall  as 
yet  attribute.  But  indeed  they  do  not  coagulate  the 
I  con  centrated  fire  of  the  Vine,  which  coagulation  is 
'  not  the  leaft  key  for  the  compofing  of  an  univerfal 
Medicine. 

j  For  when  the  Spirit  of  Urine  attains  this  nature, 

'  that  by  coagulating  the  moft  fubtile  Spirit  of  Wine, 
(when  poured  on  it)  into  a  Salt,  this  Salt  extracts  the 
foul  of  Gold  duely  prepared  ;  the  which  alfo,  if  it 
be  changed  by  it  felf,  and  converted  into  a  dry  and 
^  Iweet  Salt,  and  be  fixed,  pofleffethtthe  virtues  of  a 
i  Medicament  of  a  moft  famous  and  great  ufe  in  M$- 
!  dicinc. 

Every  one  that  is  illuftrated,  but  even  with  the 
leaft  light  of  nature,  fhall  be  able  by  an  eafy  biifi 
nefs,  to  fmell  out  what  may  hiddenly  lurk  under  this 
Salt. 

From  the  moft  pure  Vine  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
Spirit  of  Wine,  which  ftrengthens  the  heart  of  man 
beyond  all  other  things,  as  alfo  his  brain,  and  other 
members. 

The  Spirit  pf  Urine  is  the  pureft  and  moft  fubtile 
Mercurial  Animal  Salt,  not  having  its  like  in  penetra¬ 
ting,  opening,  and  refolving. 

This  fubtile  Mercurial,  Animal  and  piercing  fire 
therefore,  being  joyned  to  the  moft  pure  vegetable, 
that  is,  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  that  it  may  be  changed 
together  with  it  into  a  dry  Medicine,  any  one  fhall 
be  able  by  an  eafy  conjedure  to  forefee  what  it  will 
cfFe(d  in  Medicine, 

But  that  I  may  make  manifeft  the  errour,  and  de- 
monftrate  the  caufe  wherefore  a  Spirit  of  Urine  is  fo 
feldom  prepared,  which  will  coagulate  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  into  a  Salt,  I  admonifh  that  a  refped  be  had 
by  every  one  of  the  following  particulars. 

For  fir  ft  it  is  to  be  taken  notice  of,  that  the  moft 
fubtile  part  onely  of  the  Spirit  of  Urine,  and  not  the 
j  more  grols  part,  is  fit  for  the  coagulation  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine :  If  therefore  in  the  preparation  of  the 
fame,  the  moft  fubtile  part  fhall  be  loft,  through  the 
,  negligence  or  ignorance  of  the  operator,  it  can  in  no 
i  wife  be  brought  to  pafs,  that  the  more  grofs  and 
!  dreggy  part  fhould  caufb  that  coagulation. 

But  that  moft  fubtile  Spirit  doth  not  onely  vanifh 
away  in  diftillation  through  an  infufficiency  of  the 
j  Luteing  not  being  good,  but  alfo  a  great  part  of  the 
!  fame  is  loft  before  diftilling,  to  wit,  when  the  Urine 

;  being  fucceffively  gathered,  is  con  drained  to  ftand 

and  wait  too  long,  fb  that  the  Spirit  by  little  and  little 
exhaleth  and  departs  into  the  Air,  efpecially  when  it 
is  gathered  together  in  the  Summer  or  Winter  time, 
for  that  fire  not  being  patient  of  any  extreme,  is  ex¬ 
pelled  by  a  little  heat  or  cold,  and  therefore  the  fit- 
teft  times  for  collecting  the  fame  are  the  Months 
called  March  and  May^  or  September  and  October ^  in 
which  Months  the  Air  is  temperate,  neither  too  hot, 

I  nor  too  cold,  thofe  Months  therefore  are  the  fitteft 
'  for  collecting  and  extracting  of  an  Animal  fire  out 
of  it. 

Furthermore,  Calx-vive  or  unjlaked  Lime  is  to  be 
added  to  the  Urine  (  when  putrified)  and  diftilled, 
that  the  infipid  water  may  be  fo  much  the  more  ea- 


fily  or  readily  feparated  from  that  volatile  fire,  the 
which  is  not  done  if  it  be  diftilled  per  fe. 

I  would  not  pafs  by  thefe  few  things  in  filence  fof 
the  fake  of  the  Reader,  and  of  him  that  is  ftudious 
of  good  Medicines :  Bur  after  what  manner  Metals 
may  be  amended  by  this  Animal  fire  is  not  here 
fhewn,  but  God  willing  fhall  by  and  by  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Chapters.  But  we  put  an  end  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  con  centration  of  Animal  and  Vegetable 
fires,  with  thefe  fayings,  whofe  admirable  virtues 
and  faculties  in  medicines,  Alchimy  and  other  pro¬ 
fitable  Arts,  fhall  here  be  manifefted  in  order,  as 
much  as  time  will  permit. 

Look  I  pray  you  on  the  Elementary  Sun,  as  alfo 
on  the  fire  of  woods,  and  the  virtues  of  light,  and 
the  virtue  of  both,  the  which  all  creatures,  and  efpe¬ 
cially  mankind  it  felf,  is  conftrained  to  make  ufe  of 
for  their  own  fafety;  could  even  the  leaft  grals  be¬ 
wray  it  felf.?  or  any  fmall  worm  be  bred  and  live 
without  the  -Sun  ?  could  any  workmanfhip  or  arti¬ 
fice  be  exercifed  without  the  help  of  common  fire  t 
the  which,  if  it  were  not,  we  fhould  be  conftrained  . 
to  eat  unboyled  Herbs,  and  raw  Flefh  Jike  wild 
Beafts  :  yea,  the  whole  converfation  and  negotiation 
or  traffique  among  men  fhould  be  wholly  taken  a- 
way,  if  earthly  fire  and  light  fhould  be  wanting  un¬ 
to  us. 

If  there  were  fome  one  man  onely  in  fome  whole 
City  or  Province,  or  in  a  whole  Kingdom,  who  a- 
lone  could  make  others  partakers  of  fire  and  light, 
would  there  not  be  made  thegreateft  concourfe  of  all 
men  unto  him  ?  but  becaufe  it  is  known  to  every 
one,  and  everyone  hath  known  by  an  eafy  manner, 
how  to  ftrike  it  out  of  flints,  it  is  had  in  no  efteem, 
for  it  is  cuftomary  not  to  efteem  thofe  things  which 
are  mad^  common  ,  although  they  are  pretious. 
The  fame  thing  hath  happened  to  the  fire,  the  which 
although  it  ought  to  be  made  of  greateft  account, 
yet  it  is  reckoned  of  no  worth  becaufe  it  is  common 
and  vulgar. 

But  even  as  the  common  fire,  and  that  known  to 
every  one,  doth  by  very  many  moft  profitable  ope¬ 
rations  bring  much  good  to  mortals,  who  can  leaft 
of  all  w'ant  the  ufe  thereof ;  fo  alfo  I  affirm  that  thofe 
artificial  and  hidden  fires  are  to  be  very  much  ac¬ 
counted  of,  becaufe  a  Phifician  can  hardly  be  with¬ 
out  them,  for  the  preparations  of  efficacious  Medi- 
dnes,  and  a  Chymift  can  never  want  for  the  tranf 
mutation  of  the  more  bafe  metals  into  better,  either 
of  them  without  the  aid  of  thofe  fires  fhall  perform 
nothing  of  any  great  moment  in  Chymical  La¬ 
bours. 

He  that  works  and  is  ignorant  of  fuch  fires,  what 
will  he  effed  in  metallick  operations.?  he  being  con- 
verfant  in  cold  and  darknefs  is  afflided  with  the  fame 
difficulty,  as  a  certain  brewer  or  baker  is,  who  wants 
wood  in  the  winter  feafbn,  or  who  is  not  able  to  ufe 
water,  it  being  congealed  into  ice,  the  one  he  cannot 
bake  although  he  hath  the  beft  meal,  and  the  other 
brew  drink  although  he  have  abundance  of  the  beft 
malt.  _ 

So  alfo  goes  the  matter  with  Alchymical  Affairs,  the 
want  whereof  caufeth  that  we  handle  not  the  moft 
noble  Alchimy  with  any  profit,  but  rather  receive 
lofs  from  the  fame,  daily  experience  being  wknefs, 
that  loo  are  wont  to  be  fboner  undone  than  that  it 
happens  to  any  one  man  to  get  himfelf  riches  thereby. 
The  blame  of  which  difeommodity  is  not  to  be  tranf- 
ferred  on  an  impollibility  of  the  art,  but  rather  to 
be  imputed  to  the  want  of  thofe  moift,  cold,  and 
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ripening  fires  extracted  out  of  Salts,  the  which  alter 
what  fort  they  ought  to  beufed  for  the  amendment  of 
metals,  as  alfo  for  medicine  and  other  arts,  fhall  be 
taught  partly  in  this,and  partly  in  the  other  Centuries. 

XXVIII.  Th  general  ufe  of  our  concentred  fiery  and 
ripening  Spirits^  extraUed  cut  of'  Salts  ,  in  the  a- 
mindment  and  converting  of  metals  into  more  no- ' 
ble  ones )  alfo  the  preparation  ofi  many  excellent  medi¬ 
cament  Sy  and  the  increafe  and  amendment  ofi  many  o- 
ther  artSy  are  ■  briefly  here  demonfir ated -y  the  which y 
God  grantingy  fall  more  largely  be  declared  in  their 
particular  ufe. 

That  I  may  difcourfe  in  few  words  whether  im¬ 
perfect  metals  may  by  the  operation  of  the  more 
common  and  grofs  Salts,  and  of  the  fire  be  broken, 
deftroyed,  cleanfed,  and  reduced  into  a  better  form, 
it  being  that  which  the  fifth  part  of  the  profperity  of 
Germany  confirmeth  by  divers  experiments. 

I  affirm  that  the  pure  Spirits  of  Salts,  do  with  a 
greater  efficacy,  and  far  better  effeCt  the  fame,  the 
which,  fince  thofe  fimple  Spirits  are  able,  better  and 
more  eafily  to  perform  than  grofs  Salts,  why  ffiould 
not  alio  con-centrated  Spirits  after  the  beft  and  eafi- 
efl:  manner  of  all  perform  the  fame  thing  i* 

From  a  like  reafon  the  ufe  of  Salts  fhall  not  be  of 
fb  great  efficacy  in  the  preparation  of  medicines,  and 
other  arts,  as  the  ufeing  of  common  Spirits  is ;  the 
which,  notwithftanding  being  ffill  for  the  moft  part 
clogged  with  much  phlegm,  do  of  necellity  not  dil- 
clofe  fo  great  virtues,  as  thofe  con- centred  fiery  Spi¬ 
rits  do  which  are  freed  from  all  phlegm. 

The  Sun-beams  are  for  an  example  which  do  not 
fend  forth  fo  great  heat,  when  they  are  co-mixed 
with  a  moift  air,  as  alfo  green  and  wet  Woods  do 
not  fo  vehemently  burn  with  heat,  as  withered  and 
dry  ones  are  wont  to  do. 

Yea  if  the  hot  beams  of  the  Sun  are  con- centred 
in  or  by  fome  hollow  glafs  increafing  the  fire,  or  the 
fires  of  Coals  by  a  ftrong  blowing  of  the  Bellows,  and 
are  as  it  were  conftrained  into  ftraights  or  narrow  paf 
fages,they  effeCt  ten  times,  yea  one  hundred  times  more 
than  thofe  which  are  not  centred  together  after  fuch 
a  fort.  But  by  how  much  the  more  ftriClly  thofe 
forces  of  the  beams  of  the  Sun,  or  of  other  fires  are 
con  centred  by  fo  much  the  greater,  ftronger,  and 
fharper  heat  they  draw  out. 
r  A  burning  glafs  of  one  foot  Diameter,  onely  en- 
flames  Wood ;  but  one  of  two  foot  Diameter  will 
melt  Tin,  Lead,  and  other  metallick  matters  of  that 
fort,  which  are  eafie  to  be  melted,  as  Bifmuthumy  or 
the  whiteft,  lighteft,  and  bafeftkind  of  Lead,  Zinky 
the  non-fplendent  metallick  dark  matter  Koboltumy 
See.  But  ifyou  extend  the  Diameter  to  four  foot,  the 
Sun-beams  taking  the  ftronger  increafe  will  melt  fil- 
ver  and  copper,  and  will  render  iron  it  felf  fo  bright 
burning  hot,  that  it  may  be  wrought  with  a  hammer, 
as  if  it  had  been  heated  with  Coals.  This  effeft  is  to 
be  aferibed  unto  the  con  centring  of  the  Sun-beams 
by  an  inftrument,  and  to  the  conftrainingoftheheat 
of  Coals,  by  Bellows,  or  Wind. 

The  fame  thing  is  to  be  underftood  concerning  our 
con  centred  and  moift  fires, which  ought  to  be  compa¬ 
red,  not  onely  with  the  common  beams  of  the  Sun, 
or  with  the  heat  of  Kitchin  fire,  but  alfo  with  thofe 
Sun-beams  which  are  con-centred  by  a  glafs,  and 
with  the  fiery  heat  of  Coals  conftrained  or  forced  by 
wind)'’  blafts.  Whence  they  muft  of  neceffity  be  of 
greater  virtues  than  the  common  Salts,  and  watery 


fpiritsof  them,  the  which  ihe  more  quick  fiphred 
will  fufficiently  comprehend  and  believe,  sfmpic 
Countrey  People  do  fee  this  thing  with  their  ( v  es 
and  handle  it  with  their  hands,  as  well  knowing  that 
thefubtile,  hot,  fweet  Spirits  of  Wine  and  Ale  (and 
thofe  procuring  ftrength  to  thehcartj  when  they  are 
freed  from  all  moiflure  by  Diftillarion,  and  con  cen¬ 
tred  by  licftification  ;  etfed  ten  told  more  than  if 
they  had  ftill  remained  with  their  humidites. 

That  thou  mayeft  underftand  the  thing  more  clear¬ 
ly,  well  weigh ‘thou  Grapes,  Bread-corn,  or  the 
Fruits  of  Trees,  which  we  eat  in  that  fubftance  as 
the  trees  bring  them  forth  unto  us ;  and  they  afford 
us  a  nourifhment,  but  not  fuch  a  one,  as  their  juice 
being  prelfed  out,  and  feparated  from  its  dreggs  and 
by  fermentation  reduced  into  a  clear  and  fweet 
drink. 

If  neceffity  compel!.  Bread  corn  may  be  ufed  for 
nourifhment  as  it  is,  yet  not  fo  well  as  when  it  is  fe¬ 
parated  from  its  husks,  being  changed  into  meal,  and 
reduced  by  water  into  a  mafs  or  lump,  and  Salt  and 
Leaven  added,  and  by  Fire  epneofted  or  digefied  in¬ 
to  Bread  of  the  beft  Savour.  By  the  fame  reafon 
Bread-corn  being  boiled  in  fair  water  yields  a  potion 
indeed  fomewhat  better  than  the  water  it  felf,  but  if 
it  be  artificially  handled,  and  boyled  up  into’ Ale  or 
Bear,  the  husks  are  feparated  from  the  mere  pure 
juice,  the  which  afterwards  by  fermentation ,  fepa- 
rates  many  dreggs  from  it,  and  arrives  to  a  more  no¬ 
ble  nature,  yielding  a  fweeter  and  better  drink.  But 
if  the  fame  juice  be  after  that  brought  by  diftillarion 
into  a  greater  purity,  and  con-centred  together  by 
redtifying,  that  the  virtues  thereof  may  come  into 
a  narrow  compafs,  ( becaufe  it  is  a  meet  fire)  it  will 
exercife  far  greater  virtues ,  than  grofs  Bread-corn 
which  wants  a  power  of  exercifing  fo  great  virtues. 

So  alfo  doth  it  fucceed  with  con  centrated  Salts,  to 
wit,  when  the  dreggs  are  feparated  from  them  by  the 
help  of  art,  and  the  more  pure  parts  converted,  and 
con  centred  into  a  fiery  fubftance,  performing  effefts 
of  great  moment  in  Alchymy.  But  that  Salts  do 
commonly  deftroy  metals, as  well  by  a  moift  as  a  dry 
way,  is  known  to  every  Barber,  andperfons  of  no 
reputation.  But  after  what  manner  metals  being 
deftroyed  may  be  reduced  into  more  noble  bodies  than 
they  were  before, there  hath  been  none  hitherto(wha 
being  skilled  in  that  artifice  or  craft j  that  have  not 
hid  it  with  the  greateft  care.  Hence  it  hath  come  to 
pafs,  that  nothing  of  profit  hath  bee-i  perceived  from 
metallick  tranfinutations,  and  Alchymy  it  felf  hath 
been  made  a  mock  of  by  the  rnoit  unskilfull  rout  of 
ignorant  ones,  as  if  it  were  moft  falfe,  and  at  the 
fartheft  diftance  from  truth. 

That  this  doubt  therefore  may  be  taken  away,ancl 
the  truth  it  felf  maybe  more  evidently  placed  in  our 
view,  I  have  refolved  in  my  mind,  by  God’s  affi- 
ftance,  to  place  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world, 
a  true  and  profitable  rranfmutation  of  metals,  by  a 
clear  defeription,  and  to  affert  the.  certainty  of  fo 
many  writings  fet  forth  by  fuch  men,  by  the  moft 
true  experiments,  fo  that  every  one  that  is  feafoned 
but  even  with  a  light  or  fmall  knowledge  of  the  fire, 
may  by  an  eafy  bufinefs  hereafter  obtain  fome  profit 
from  them.  But  I  will  firft  treat  of  common  and  crude 
Salts,  and  then  of  the  fimple  S’pirits  of  thole,  and  at 
length  of  their  con-centred  Spirits  and  Fires,  whicli 
we  have  taught  to  extrad;  out  of  them. 

^  But  before  I  attempt  to  deferibe  and  aficrt  this 
kingly  and  noble  art,  1  have  been  led  firft  to  fliew 
the  caufe  why,fbme  places  do  occur  in  the  delcripti- 
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on  of  the  fame,  wherein  words  a^e  omitted,  and' 
ligns  or  blanks  repoled  infteatl  of  the  fame. 

Indeed  this  was  therefore  done,  that  the  art  may 
be  concealed  from  the  unworthy,  and  they  in  all  re- 
Ipecls  to  be  driven  from  the  fame,  and  may  be  made 
known  onely  to  Adeptifts,  and  the  Sons  of  Art. 

Beiides  alio  that  all  fecrets  may  not  in  all  places, 
and  without  difference  be  divulged,  but  that  the 
chief  things  thereof  may  be  prelerved  for  friends, 
leit  they  be  trodden  under  foot,  and  broken  to  pie¬ 
ces  by  the  unworthy,  but  that  they  may  be  left  to 
friends  as  It  were  a  certain  lecretftroak,  and  that  an 
unknown  one  to  others,  for  to  fight  liiccefsfully. 

1  therefore  earneftly  require  of  every  one  by  a 
friendly  Petition  that  he  be  not  fuddenly  angry,  if 
he  be  hot  able  clearly  to  perceive,  by  the  ffiarpnefs 
of  his  wit,  all  thole  things  which  1  propofe,  but  ra- 
■  ther  let  him  confider  that  they  are  not  written  for 
him,  but  for  others ;  by  whole  capacity  they  can  be 
perceived.  Neither  is  it  altogether  neceflfary  that  all 
do  know  all  things,  neither  alfo  would  it  be  of  con¬ 
cernment  if  friends  and  enemies  attain  all  thofe 
things  in  their  underftanding  alike,  without  any  dif¬ 
ference,  which  1  here  openly  produce  by  my  delcrip- 
tions  ;  it  is  I'ufficienc  that  fome  onely,  and  indeed 
thofe  that  are  worthy  may  clearly  and  knowingly 
pollHsthe  fame,  and  telfihe  the  truth. 

XXIX.  y4n  infallihle  fra^ice  of  changing  the  more  im- 
prfeti  Metals  into  more  ferfetl  ones  by  the  helf  of 
crude-  Salts. 

AS  I  have  already  a  little  before,  and  alfo  mother 
places  of  my  writings,  evidently  enough  de- 
monilrated  that  Salts,  or  the  fpirits  of  Salts,  are  in 
the  earth,  or  out  of  the  earth  a  univerfal  Agent,  pro¬ 
moting  the  maturation  or  ripening  of  metals ;  So 
here  1  again  firmly  affirm  the  fame  thing,  and  do 
fay,  that  by  Salts  the  grofs  bodies  of  metals  arc  de- 
Ifroyed,  and  tranf-changed  into  more  noble  metals, 
and  that  indeed  after  divers  manners,  and  that 
more  eafily  or  difficultly  as  any  one  fhall  be  mo  re  or 
lefs  converfant  in  Chymical  labours. 

1  will  hear  God  willing  make  manifefl  all  things, 
yet  not  to  every  one,  but  to  the  worthy  onely  ; 
and  that  indeed  after  the  manner  of  a  Clock  or 
Watch-maker,  who  taking  fbme  Clock  or  Wateffi 
in  pieces,  do  lay  up  a!)  the  parts  thereof  in  fbme  place 
without  any  order  ;  the  which  he  that  is  unskilfull 
in  the  art,  fhall  never  again  compofe  and  reduce  into 
order.  But  another  who  before  hath  handled  that 
art,  will  by  an  eafie  labour  again  conjoyn  all  thofe 
parts,  and  reduce  them  into  the  former  body  ofa 
Clock  or  Watch. 

All  thofe  therefore  who  have  experienced  the  fore¬ 
going  labours  to  be  perfebted  by  the  fire,  fhall  by 
thefe  my  deicriptlons  eafily  difpatch  or  accommodate 
I  themfelves  in  future  things,  not  eafie  to  be  under- 
.  flood  by  the  rout  of  ignorant  perfbns  which  have 
I  made  no  experiments  in  the  fire  ;  who  will  in 

I  vain  look  into  thofe  things  which  I  have  written  ; 

■  nootherwife  than  as  if  any  one  being  plainly  unskil¬ 
full  in  reading  and  writing,  fhould  behold  written 
I  letters,  and  knov/s  not  what  they  fignifie,  or  what 
I  argument  they  may  contain  :  Such  a  man  it  he  would 
be  angry  with  the  writer,  fhould  he  not  do  him  much 
injury,  becaule  as  being  tar  remote  from  the  fault  of 
I  I  that  ignorance  which  hinders  him,  whereby  he  can- 
»  not  read  thefe  letters  which  he  had  never  learned  to 
S  read.  4A| 


Thefame  thing  mull:  be  underftood  concerning  my 
writings,  which  are  openly  publifhed,  not  for  the 
fake  of  any  one,  but  onely  of  thofe  who  have  firfi 
learned  to  underhand  thofe  kind  of  writings. 

But  that  I  may  fet  upon  the  thing  it  felf,  and  may 
teach  the  amendment  of  metals  for  the  better,  and 
fhew  the  very  foundation  of  the  whole  bufinefs,  I 
fay,  that  a  true  changing  of  them  is  attempted  in  vain, 
unlefs  they  are  firft  deftroyed,  and  wholly  flain.  A 
grain  of  Wheat,  as  Chrift  himfelf  faith,  will  never 
increafe  or  multiply,  unlefs  it  firft  pu'trifies  in  the 
earth.  If  therefore  metals  ought  to  be  deftroyed  by 
Putrefaftion,  that  muft  needs  be  done  by  the  help  of 
Salts,  according  to  the  truth  of  the'  Philofbphcrs 
Maxim ;  the  corruption  of  one  thing,  is  the  ge¬ 
neration  of  another.  The  death  ^  of  one  thing, 
is  the  life  of  another.  Since  therefore  metals  m'uft  die, 
it  muft  heeds  be  that  death  be  brought  on  them  by 
enemies,  or  contrary  things,  becaufe  nothing  in  na¬ 
tural  or  artificial  things  dieth,  unlefs  it  be  flain  by 
its  own  enemy. 

Since  metals  therefore  ought  to  be  deftroyed,  and 
killed  by  their  enemies;  it  is  of  neceflity  that  they  are 
invaded,tortared,  and  fb  long  vexed  by  thefame,  un¬ 
till  the  Agent  as  the  ftronger  part,be  overcome  by  the 
Patieht  as  the  weaker  part  ;  that  it  be  flain  by  it,  [or 
rather  the  Patient  be  overcome  by  the  Agent,]  and 
be  tranflated  into  a  better  nature,  in  which  adlion 
the  Patient  ought  not  to  depart  from  the  Agent,  but 
to  be  tortured  with  an  un-intermitting  torment. 

Whofoever  feeing  his  enemy  and  conceives  him¬ 
felf  of  the  weaker  force,  indeavours  as  much  as  in 
him  lies  to  decline  him,  byretreating,  but  all  occa- 
fions  of  running  away  and  flipping  afide  being  taken 
away,  he  is  conftrained  to  deliver  his  life  to  his  ene¬ 
my, who  handles  the  Patient  or  fuffering  party  accor- 
j  ding  to  his  own  pleafure,  and  doth  whatfoever  ha 
will,  therefore  after  the  fame  manner  is  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  metals,  the  which  although  they  fhould  be 
melted  together  with  Salts  their  enemies,  yet  would 
they  make  little  account  of  them,  but  would  feparate 
themfelves  from  the  fame  ;  fb  that  every  part  of  them 
being  unhurt,  would  keep  its  own  nature  and  effence. 
But  if  the  Salts  do  take  away  the  occafion  of  flight 
from  metals,  and  do  inclofe  them  in  their  Prifons, 
that  they  have  no  way  of  efcaping,  but  remain,  buf¬ 
fer,  .and  die,  then  they  obtain  vidory  over  the  Salt, 
and  of  flain  metals  are  made  more  pure  and  better. 

This  thing  is  done  in  the  fire  by  the  moift  and  dry 
way,  of  which  enough  hath  been  fpoken  already. 

This  is  the  whole  and  intire  art,  and  there  needs 
no  other  fuperfluous  teachings ;  yet  he  "whom  thefe 
things  doth  not  fuffice,  let  him  read  the  following 
operations  thorough,  wherein  he  fhall  find  truth,  and 
•fee  with  his  eyes,  and  handle  with  his  hand;  thole 
things  which  have  been  heretofore  impoffibleto  him, 
and  very  many  more. 

XXX.  After  what  fn  anner  Metals  may  be  fain  by  then' ' 

enmiies  and  be  tranjmuted  into  better. 

UNTO  Metals  not  one  but  many  enemies  are 
adverfe;  and  part  of  thofe  enemies  are  ene¬ 
mies  to  fome  and  friends  to  others,  but  the  ocher 
part  is  friendly  to  fbme,  and  at  enmity  with 
others.  For  example  fake. 

Nothing  more  profccutes  Gold  with  an  hoftile  ha¬ 
tred  than  burning  Sulphur  and  fulphurious  Salts, 
fuch  as  are  Alcalies,  and  crude  tartar  ;  the  caule  of 
,  this  hatred  is,  becaufe  Gold  is  nothing  elfe,  but  a  fix- 
'  «d 
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ed  Sulphur,  and  therefore  it  difagreech  by  a  capital 
hatred,  with  every  burning  Sulphur;  Silver  and 
Lead  do  love  every  Sulphur^  and  all  fulphureous  Salts^ 
fuch  as  'are  l^itriol.  Salt  Peter,  Salt  Armoniack^  and 
the  like,  the  which  they  ftand  in  need  of  for  their 
colour  ;  they  have  an  hatred  againft  Kitching  Salt, 
becaufe  it  is  of  a  ?mrcurial  nature,  and  therefore  not 
requiring  its  help,  but  onely  defiring  a  Sulphur  and 
Tindure,  Copper,  Iron,  and  Argent  'oive,  or  Quick- 
filver  do  poflels  both  natures,  to  wit,  a  Mercurial 
and  fulphureous  one,  and  for  that  caufe  they  profecute 
all  Sulphurs,  and  any  Salts  with  love. 

Tin  is  an  enemy  of  all  Salts,  whether  they  are 
fulphureous  or  mercurial  ones, when  it  is  flain  by  Sul¬ 
phur  and  Salt,  and  recalled  unto  life,  it  obtains  a 
more  pure  and  thin  or  fine  body,  whether  of  Gold 
or  Silver,  according  as  it  (hall  be  handled. 

Moreover,  if  any  fhould  defire  to  obtain  as  yet  a 
better  elTence  out  of  better  metals,  its  neceflary  that 
he  flay  them  by  their  enemies,  and  raife  them  up  a- 
gain  by  their  friends;  by  how  much  the  greater  and 
vehement  the  enemies  are  whereby  metals  are  flain, 
by  fb  much  the  more  thofe  metals  do  futfer,  and 
with  fo  much  the  more  famous  and  better  bodies  do 
they  re  arife. 

The  whole  art  therefore  confifteth  in  this,that  me¬ 
tals  are  overwhelmed  by  their  greateft  enemies,  are 
flain  by  them,  and  after  death  are  feparated  from 
them,  and  that  by  their  beft  friends,  are  reftored  un¬ 
to  a  better  life. 

Thou  haft  the  whole  art ,  neither  doth  any  other 
thing  remain  than  that  thou  attempt  the  matter,  and 
fet  to  thine  hand. 

For  example  fake,  I  will  add  an  operation.  Slay 
a  light  metallick  matter  by  the  fliarp  Spirits  of  ful- 
phurious  Salts,  that  it  may  become  a  white  calx ; 
free  this  from  the  Salt  Spirits,  by  water  being  pour¬ 
ed  thereon,  the  which  being  freed,  cannot  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  a  metallick  body  by  any  violence  of  fire. 
Like  wife  flay  mercurial  metals  as  are  B.  by  mercuri¬ 
al,  Salts  their  enemies,  and  change  them  into  white 
calx's,  the  which  being  freed  from  their  faltnefs,  will 
he  licjuid  or  flowahle;  mix  thofe  calx’s, to  wit,  the  mer¬ 
curial  and  fulphurious  being  flain,  put  them  into  a 
double  veflel  of  cement,  cover  the  uppermoft  with  a 
certain  plenty  of  B.  fence  well  the  jundure  of  the  ce¬ 
menting  veflel  with  clay,  fet  them  into  a  cementing 
furnace,and  at  the  beginning  adminifter  a  gentle  fire, 
that  the  calx’s  may  rife  up  againft  or  aflult  each  other, 
and  the  fixed  fulphur  may  bind  the  fugitive  flowable 
and  mercurial  calx’s,  D.  for  although  in  the  cement 
fomething  would  depart  into  fmoak,  yet  that  is  in¬ 
tercepted  by  E.  and  after  a  certain  manner  is  thus 
exalted  into  the  degree  of  F.  Too  much  fire  is  not 
prefently  to  be  joyned  to  the  cement  or  plaiftering 
it  felf,  that  fome  time  may  be  granted  to  the  matter 
that  is  fwift  of  flight,  whereby  it  may  ad  joy  n  it  felf 
unto  the  fixed  matter,  and  may  alfo  become  fixed 
and  conftant  with  the  fame  for  four  hours  fpace, 
therefore  the  fire  fhall  be  fomewhat  the  more  ^lack, 
and  afterwards  for  the  (pace  of  eight  or  ten  hours,  it 
fhall  be  kept  in  a  clear  bright  burning  hear,  that  G. 
may  nor  melt;  the  laid  time  being  ended,  the  fire  is 
to  be  extinguifhed,  and  the  cementing  veflel  to  be 
taken  away,  in  G.  a  black  or  brittle  body  fhall  be 
found  containing  Silver,  the  eafy  feparation  whereof 
we  fhall  afterwards  hear. 

The  calx  of  both  metals  being  coagulated  into  a 
hard  ftone,  if  by  grinding  it  be  reduced  into  powder, 
and  be  put  into  a  furnace  fit  for  this  thing,  a  metallick 


body  will  be  attained,  being  impregnated,  not  with 
a  little  Gold  and  Silver,  efpecially  if  the  metals  fhall 
be  flain,  not  by  the  Spirits  of  common  Salts,  but 
with  gradatory  martial  waters.  In  this  cement,  H. 
is  rendred  aureal  or  golden,  and  I.  is  filvery,  by  one 
and  the  fame  endeavour.  The  profit  alfo  it  felf  is 
of  no  fmall  moment,  efpecially  if  this  operation  be 
exercifed  with  the  greater  quantity,  and  the  bigger 
inftruments  alwaies  to  fupply  or  aftbrd  Silver  being 
pregnant  with  Gold  for  feparation. 

XXXI.  A  brief  and  compendious  manner  of  extraSling 
and  r endring  corporeal,  a  'volatile  Gold  out  of  coloured 
Flints,  Red  Talck,  Granates  or  Red  Marble  Stones 
Sand,  White  Clay  and  the  like  mttaUick  earths. 

At  the  beginning,  thefe  mineral  or  metallick 
earths  are  to  be  made  bright  burning  hot,  to 
be  quenched  in  cold  water,  and  to  be  broken  in  a 
mill,  into  meal  or  powder. 

After  that  they  are  thus  broken,  thou  fhalt  put 
them  into  feme  Waldenburge,  or  Cullcin  Can,  aijd 
fhalt  pour  fo  much  of  Acf,  Regis  on  them,  that 
they  may  onely  be  moiftened,  and  let  them,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Can,  be  placed  in  a  fire  of  coals,  and 
incompalfed  therewith,  to  be  made  hot ;  after  that 
the  minerals  and  Aty,  Regjs  have  waxed  well  hot  to- 
ther ,  fb  much  hot  water  is  to  be  poured  on  thofe  ve¬ 
ry  minerals  as  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  extrafting  of 
the  Ay,  Regis. 

Put  the  minerals  thus  moiftened  with  the  water  in¬ 
to  great  pots,  and  thofe  made  of  the  beft  earth,  ha¬ 
ving  many  little  holes  in  the  bottom,  on  which  lay- 
paper  for  fuftaining  of  the  minerals  that  they  may 
not  fall  out  through  the  holes,  but  may  difmifs  the 
water  onely.  After  the  firft  water  is  gone  forth,  o- 
ther  hot  water  is  again  to  be  poured  on,  and  this  ef- 
fufion  of  water  is  fb  long  to  be  continued,  untill  ic 
depart  with  the  very  fame  fweetnefs  as  when  it  was 
poured  on,  and  no  longer  offers  any  fharpnefs  to  the 
raft.  So  the  common  and  hot  water  brings  away 
with  it  the  Acf.  Regis,  and  the  A^.  Regis  Gold  out 
of  the  minerals. 

The  earthen  pots  may  be  placed  in  a  bench  bored 
thorough  with  holes,  through  which  their  bottoms 
may  pals,  that  fb  the  water  may  be  received  in 
veflels  fet  under  them. 

N.  B,  The  minerals  may  alfb  be  put  into  barrels 
or  hogsheads  having  a  double  bottom,  fuch  as  are  u- 
fed  for  the  cleanfing  of  Salt-Peter,  that  fb  water 
may  be  fb  long  poured  on  them,  untill  all  the  acri¬ 
mony  be  extracted  by  the  water. 

XXXII.  After  what  manner  out  of  Minerals  being 
ext  railed,  a  true  Salt-Peter  may  as  yet  be  gotten  with 
profit. 

The  minerals  being  after  the  laid  manner  freed 
by  extraction,  they  are  to  be  co  mixed  with  an 
equal  weight  of  calx  'vive  and  wood  afhes,  and  caft 
together  into  an  heap  under  fome  open  gallery  or 
room,  that  now  and  then  it  may  be  moiftened  with 
Urine,  or  in  want  of  that  with  Rain-water,  as  oft  as 
they  fhall  bedryed. 

In  this  operation  the  Acj.  Regis,  which  remained 
in  the  minerals,  and  was  not  wholly  extracted  by 
the  hot  water  by  the  help  of  the  Urine  or  Rain-wa¬ 
ter,  changeth  the  Salt,  in  the  calx  'vive  into  the  beft 
Salt-Peter,  the  which  niay  be  waflied  off  with 

Rain- 
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Rain-warer,  and  boiled  up  after  the  wonted  manner. 

Therefore  after  the  faid  minerals  have  been  hand¬ 
led  for  half  or  a  whole  year  after  the  laid  rnanner, 
and  are  by  rinceing  deprived  of  the  Salt  it  lelf, 
they  may  again  be  ( underan  open  Gallery  of  Roof 
fo  expofed  to  the  air,  that  Rain  come  not  at  it  j  col¬ 
lected  into  an  heap  and  be  handled  after  the  former 
manner,  for  the  fupplying  (in  their  own  time)  new 
Salt  Peter,  the  which  may  be  done  for  many  years 
together.  So  alfo  from  that  Regis  which  could 
not  be  drawn  forth  from  the  minerals,  a  profit  is 

received.  . 

The  caufe  of  this  Salt  Peter,  its  being  made,  is  this, 
becaule  the  A^f.  fortis,  or  Ac}.  Regis,  or  Spirit  of 
Uttre  in  the  fame  Waters,  contains  as  it  were  the 
feed  of  Salt  Peter,  it  obtains  that  nature,  that  like 
an  Herb  it  may  take  an  increafe  from  other  Salts, 
and  be  multiplied  ;  whence  perhaps  the  old  pro¬ 
verb  arofe,  to  fow  Salt,  which  thing  the  ignorant 
have  received  with  mock,  laying  after  what  Ibrt 
can  Salt  be  Ibwn  and  multiplied,  when  it  is  folv^ 
and  drawn  from  Rain  water  >  But  it  hath  lain  hid 
from  thole,  what  kind  of  Salt  it  is,  and  after  what 
manner  it  is  to  be  Town  ;  the  which  we  have  here 
demonftrated,  allb  the  faying  of  the  Ancient  Philo- 
fbphers,  afierting  that  Salt  may  be  fown  and  multi¬ 
plied  like  Vegetables. 

As  to  what  pertains  to  thole  fharp  waters,  where¬ 
by  gold  is  extracted  out  of  minerals,  by  what  skill 
they  are  to  be  handled  as  alfo  without  lols,  yea  that 
they  may  render  that  gold  with  profit ;  the  follow^ 
ing  operations  are  to  be  obferved. 

XXXIII.  A  way  (liewing  the  extraClion  of  a  ’volatile 
and  fixed  Gold  out  of  the  Water,  from  which  the  Mi- 
nerals  are  withdrawn,  and  the  profit  which  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  that  Water. 


The  beft  way  is  this,  into  thelblution  of  gold,  or 
into  the  water  which  containeth  gold,  pour 
in  the  folution  of  Lune  or  Saturn  more  or  left,  even 
as  you,  fufpe(ft  more  or  left  of  gold  to  be  in  that  wa¬ 
ter  :  As  for  example.  Let  there  be  in  the  water  two 
or  three  half  ounces  of  gold,  diflblve  thou  therefore 
about  two  or  three  half  ounces  of  filver,  or  lead,  in 
dsf.  fortts,  and  pour  this  Iblution  into  the  water  con¬ 
taining  the  gold,  be  it  more  or  left,  mix  them  well 
together  by  lhaking  or  flirting,  that  the  water  may 
obtain  the  form  of  milk  ;  after  they  have  fettled 
in  quierneft,  lhake  or  ftir  them  again,  and  repeat 
this  motion  for  divers  times  the  fpace  of  one  hour, 
and  at  length  fuffer  all  quietly  to  fettle  to  the  bottom. 
Separate  all  the  clear  water  from  the  fediment  by 
pouring  it  our,  and  ftrain  the  fediment  it  felf  through 
a  fibre,  that  the  water  may  be  wholly  feparated 
from  the  filver. 

This  filver  is  to  be  dried,  and  reduced  into  its  for 
mer  body,  after  the  manner  which  fhall  by  and  by 
follow. 

N.  B.  If  the  filver  or  lead  had  not  extracted  all 
the  gold,  the  which  may  eafily  happen,  yet  that 
gold  is  not  loft,  for  becaufe  fweet  water  whereby  the 
Aej.  Regis  is  weakened  is  prefent,  the  which  novy 
remains  unfit  for  another  ufe  of  extracting  out  of  mi¬ 
nerals;  now  by  the  folution  of  Lune  ov  Saturn  de¬ 
prived  of  their  gold,  a  fharp  Ltxivium  made  of  wood- 
aflies,  and  Cdx  vive  may  be  poured  on  the  fame, 
with  which  a  little  is  to  be  added  or 

admixed.  For  do  precipitate  or  fix 

all  gold  in  fblutions. 


After  this  manner  the  At}  Refis  is  killed,  rvi  e 
very  metal  which  it  has  yet  retaineth,  it  difmiijern 
like  a  yellow  powder,  w'hethcr  it  be  gold  .fone,  or 
mi.xed  with  copper  or  iron,  which  powder  is  to  be 
dried,  and  reduced  after  the  manner  which  fhall 
ftrait-way  be  taught. 

N.  B.  That  the  water  after  the  total  precipitating 
of  the  metals,  being  exhaled  in  a  Copper  Kettle  unto 
a  thin  skin,  and  expofed  in  peculiar  vellels  unto  the 
cold,  it  will  afford  thee  a  beautifull  Salt- peter,  c^on- 
creted  or  grown  together  into  drops  or  Ice-acies, 
whereof  thou  may’ll:  again  make  an  Ae}  fortis,  to  be 
again  made  ufe  of  for  the  like  operations. 

He  that  fhall  rightly  operate  fhall  getfo  much 
Salt  Peter  as  will  recompence  the  charges  of  the  Aq. 
fortis,  and  Ac}.  Regis :  So  that  he  fhall  extract  his 
gold  without  cofts.  For  five  or  fix  pounds  of  Acj. 
fortis,  wherein  two  or  three  pounds  of  Salt  is  diffol- 
ved,  and  the  which  hath  at  length  been  precipitated 
by  a  fharp  Lixivium  prepared  with  Calx  vive,  doth 
render  ten  pound  of  Salt  Peter,  the  which  doth 
anfwer  the  price  of  five  pound  of  A<}  fortis,  and 
this  is  the  manner  of  extracting  gold  out  of  minerals 
without  coft. 

( 

XXXIV.  Another  and  better  manner  of  extraBing  gold 
by  Aq.  Regis. 

Take  of  by  terrifying  made  into 

afhes,  pour  the  extraction  into  an  iron  Pot,and 
ftir  the  Calx  with  an  iron  Spatula  while  it  boileth. 
All  the  fharp  fpirits  do  flick  fail  to  the  the 

phlegm  alone  vanifheth  by  exhalation.  When  there¬ 
fore  the  fpirits  are  wholly  con  centred  with  the 
and  are  dried,  they  are 

to  be  put  into  a  clofe  Tigil  or  Crucible  upon 
Coals  in  a  fecret  Crucible  or  melting  Pot,  then  the 
fire  expels  the  con  centred  fpirits  into  a  receiving 
veflel  ;  the  which  fpirits  may  be  ufed  for  a  new  ex¬ 
traction.  A  fugacious  gold  mixt  with  iron,  remain- 
eth  with  the  which  Calx 

being  reduced  in  a  Furnace  fit  for  thofe  operations, 
which  the  Germans  do  call  Stichofen,  draws  out  a 
lead  mixt  with  gold,  the  which  being  expelled  I^y  ^ 
Cupel  enricheth  the  operators  with  the  beft  gold 

and  filver.  . 

N.  B.  But  if  fuch  lead  fhouldnot  contain  fo  much 
of  gold  and  filver,  as  that  it  fhould  deferve  a  fepara- 
tion  by  a  Cupel,  that  is  again  to  be  mixt  with 

and  to  be  reduced  into  alhes,  and  the  operation 
is  fo  long  to  be  repeated,  untill  the  lead  being  rich 

enough  in  gold,  may  deferve  that  feparation 

The  feparation  is  alfo  to  be  perfected  with  the 
Bellows,  left  fo  great  a  plenty  of  lead  fhould  be  mel¬ 
ted  out  of  the  Tefts,  which  operation  requires  much 
fire,  yet  the  lead  may  be  collected  or  conjoyned  in 
the  Teft:  without  a  waftefull  melting,  as  fhall  be 
taught  hereafter. 


XXXV.  An  eafie  making  or  compofing  of  Aq.  Regis, 
for  extraBing  of  minerals. 

BEcaufe  a  plenteous  quantity  of  fpirit  of  Salt  is 
eafily  prepared,  the  Salt  Peteris  oneiy  to  be  dif- 
fblved  therein,  and  with  that  folution  minerals  are 
to  be  extracted.  For  the  Salt  Peter  ftrengthens  the 
fpirit  of  Salt,  that  it  can  fo  much  the  more  eafier 
fet  upon  and  fnatch  to  it  the  render  gold  in  thofe 
minerals. 

E  The 
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The  fame  fpirit  of  Salt,  may  allb  without  any 
rectifying  be  adminiftred  for  this  operation,  to  wit, 
Ilich  as  alcends  in  the  firft  Diftillation. 

'i'  ■ 

XXXVI.  Another  as  yet  more  eajter  way  of  preparing 
Ao[.  Regts  for  extraFHon. 

BEcaufe  filver  doth  always  in  this  operation  be¬ 
wray  its  being  impregnated  with  gold,  which 
is  to  be  feparated  by  Aej.  fortis^  the  folution  offilver 
is  atfo  fitly  ufed  to  extradt  after  this  manner. 

Pour  the  laid  folution  into  A^.  Regis  which  hath 
extradled  gold,  that  the  filver  may  artradl  the  grea- 
teft  part  thereof  to  it  felf.  But  the  fame  Aof.  Regis 
may  again  extrad  other  gold,  and  be  attraded  by 
the  folution  of  filver. 

But  if  there  fhould  be  no  folution  of  filver  in  rea- 
dinefs,  the  gold  extraded  is  con-centred  with 
and  the  operation  is  perfeded  by  the  means  or  after 
the  manner  abovefaid,  by  driving  the  fpirit  out  of 
the  and  by  reducing 

it  in  a  Furnace,  called  by  the  Germans  Stichofen,  as 
wasfaid  before. 

N.  B.  Aq.  fortis  being  dilTolved  therein,  or  pou¬ 
red  on  or  into  Aq.  Regis,  or  the  nitrous  fpirit  of  Salt, 
it  adds  an  increafe  and  llrength  to  the  Aq.  Regis, 
becaufe  doth  corroborate  the  fpirit  of  Salt 

better  than  Salt  Peter. 

XXXVII.  How  the  Calx  of  fiver,  which  hath  fjhed 
out  gold  by  Aq.  Regis,  is  to  be  recovered. 

WHEN  the  folution  of  filver  is  poured  into  Aq. 

Regis,  and  the  chiefeft  part  of  the  gold  is  ex- 
traded  ;  reft  is  fo  long  granted  unto  it,  that  the 
Calx  of  the  filver  may  fettle  to  the  bottom,  and  af¬ 
terwards  the  Aq.  Regis  by  pouring  it  forth  is  fepara¬ 
ted,  cleared  from  the  Calx  of  the  filver,  again  to  be 
ufed  for  a  new  extradion ;  unlefs  perhaps  as  much 
of  iron  had  been  admixed  with  it,  in  which  cafe 
the  white  Calx  of  the  filver  is  put 
into  fome  Cloath  laid  in  an  earthen  or  glafs  Tonnel, 
and  hot  water  is  to  be  poured  on  it,  to  take  away 
with  it  the  Aq.  Regis,  which  is  left  in  the  Calx  of  the 
filver.  The  remaining  water  is  to  be  prefled  out  of 
the  Towel  or  Qoath,  and  the  Calx  dried,  and  re¬ 
duced  in  the  fecret  CrucibleiJipr  is  made  ufe  of  in 
the  concentring  of  digs  into  filver  or 

gold,  vfx,.  gold  and  filver  { -, 

XXXVIII.  After  what  manner  precipitated  fiver  is  to 
be  reduced  without  a  lofs  of  its  weight. 

SEeing  the  greateft  fugacity  is  procured  unto  this 
Calx  of  filver,  fo  that  its  former  body  cannot 
be  reftored  unto  it  in  common  Crucibles  without 
great  lofs,  this  difcommodity  cannot  after  a  more 
convenient  manner  be  prevented  than  by  that 
which  follows. 

Mix  thou  an  equal  weight  of 

with  this  volatile  Calx,  and  caft 
it  into  a  clofe  bright  burning  Crucible,  that  is  nar¬ 
row  above,  and  broad  beneath;  the  which  after 
thou  haft  covered  with  a  Cover,  and  well  fenced 
with  the  lute  of  Wifedom,  thou  fhall  melt  the  mat¬ 
ter  together,  nothing  whereof  fhall  depart  into 
fmoke,  neither  fhall  fo  much  as  the  leaft  of  it  pierce 
through  the  Crucible,  and  all  the  filver  which  the 
gold  received  is  by  this  means  attained  without  any 
lofs. 


This  filver  thou  fhair  by  fufion  reduce  into  grains 
and  fhalt  feparate  the  gold  from  the  fame  in  Aq.  for. 
tis.  And  thou  fhalt  again  apply  the  filver  thus  re¬ 
duced  unto  a  new  labour,  in  which  labour  thou  pro¬ 
ceeding  without  intermiflion  fhalt  have  a  continual 
feparatory  operation  of  gold  and  filver  ;  and  tliis 
labour  thou  mayeft  exercife  with  great  profit  in  all 
places. 

XXXIX.  Another  manner  of  reducing  a  fugacious  or 
volatile  fiver,  with  greater  profit. 

PLace  thou  at  the  Stern  of  this  little  golden  Ship 
a  little  fifh  whofe  name  is  Remora,  that  it  m^ 
be  fpoiled  of  its  fwiftnefs  and  may  be  at  a  ftand  caft 
this  filver  little  Ship  with  the  little  fifh  Remora,  fit- 
ting  at  Its  Stern,  into  a  clofe  and  fquare  Tigil  or 
Crucible,  that  by  fufion  they  may  depart  into  one 
body.  In  this  fufion  not  onely  all  the  filver  is  re¬ 
turned  without  any  lofs  into  its  former  body,  but 
alfo  is  by  the  white  Finns  of  the  little  fifh,  augmented 
with  a  certain  increafe  of  its  weight,  and  becomes 
more  golden  ;  fo  that  by  this  additament  more  of 
better  filver  is  gotten,  than  if  bv  the  addition  of 
other  things  it  had  been  reftored 'to  its  former  body. 

What  other  profits  any  one  may  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  through  the  help  of  this  volatile  filver,  we  will 
God  willing  hereafter  reach. 

Thefe  are  the  things  which  I  at  this  time  have 
been  willing  to  teach,  concerning  the  extradion  of 
a  volatile  gold  out  of  ftones,  and  the  more  poor  mi¬ 
nerals,  as  alfo  ofthe  extending  or  bringing  forward 
filver  by  fucceffive  degrees  into  gold  ;  of  which  mat¬ 
ter  more  things  fhall  be  fpoken  in  other  places. 

XL.  An  operation,  teaching  to  extraB  Stones  and  Mi¬ 
nerals,  or  Mines  that  are  poor  in  Silver,  and  Copper 
by  a  moifi  way. 

THefe  matters  being  made  bright  burning  hot, 
are  to  be  quenched  with  water,  then  moiften- 
ed  and  extrafted  with  Aq.  fortis  y  ahev  the  fame 
manner  as  was  taught  above  concerning  the  mine¬ 
rals  of  gold,  and  no  difference  is  here  met  with  but 
in  the  waters  extradtirg,  fince  gold  is  extrafted  with 
Aq.  Regis,  and  filver  with  Aq.  fortis. 

If  the  minerals  or  mines  of  gold  and  filver  are  at 
once  in  readinefs,  the  gold  is  extraded  by  Aq.  Regis, 
and  the  filver  by  Aq.  fortis,  and  the  folutionsare  to 
be  united,  in  which  dilTolving,  the  filver  being  pre- 
cipitated  by  the  Aq.  Regis,  doth  alfo  fhatch  with  it 
the  gold  from  the  Aq.  Regis  ;  and  although  copper 
fhall  be  prefent  with  the  mine  of  filver,  and  it  be 
extraded  together  with  the  filver  by  Aq.  fortis,  yet 
it  is  no  impediment  to  the  operation,  for  the  filver 
and  gold  do  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  the  copper  is 
retained  by  the  Aq.  Regis  to  be  afterwards  adminif- 
tred  for  a  new  operation,  and  that  indeed  as  often 
as  any  one  fhall  be  willing. 

The  copper  is  recovered  from  the  Aq.  Regis  -by 
thin  plates  of  iron  being  put  therein,  which  opera¬ 
tion  makes  the  Aq.  Regis  red,  and  wholly  unfit  for 
the  like  labours. 

Therefore  the  iron  being  then  fpiritual,  promotes 
fomething  out  of  the  lead  unto  the  degree  of  gold, 
and  fo  the  Aq.  Regis  being  thus  often  ufed,  it  is  a- 
gain  rendred  profitable. 
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XLI.  Amore  eafy  manner  as  yet  by  far  ^  of  j/lent  fully 
extracting  Gold  and  Sibver  out  of  poor  mines  ,  as 
Sattdj  White-Clay.^  and  other  the  like  minerals.^  by 
fire  without  fujion. 

The  mine  or  mineral  Argilla.,  or  White-Clay, 
Containing  a  volatile  and  fixed  Gold,  being  ro- 
ficci  or  calcined,  and  broken  in  pieces  in  a  mill,  fill 
thou  a  glaft  gourd  therewith  fenced  with  clay,  or 
made  of  the  heft  earth,  half  full,  and  pour  fo  much 
of  the  following^  menjirunm  on  that  matter,  as  that 
it  may  be  well  moiftened  :  but  as  Toon  as  that  men- 
firuum  is  poured  thereon,  it  prefently  begins  to  give 
a  fmoak,  wherefore  it  is  altogether  necellary,  that 
thou  prefently  put  a  head  on  the  gourd  or  body, 
which  is  to  be  fet  in  fand,  and  all  the  moifture  lepa- 
rated  by  diftilling,  and  that  while  the  diftillation  is 
performing  the  gold  may  be  dillblved,  but  the  fol- 
ving  matter  it  ielf  is  to  be  collected  in  a  receiver  bv 
it  (elf,  the  which  hath  the  virtues  of  Aef.  Regis^  and 
may  be  again  applyed  forufe,  as  (hall  by  and  by  be 
Ihewn, 

After  that  all  the  humidity  is  come  forth,  take 
the  gourd  (being  cold;  out  of  the  land,  and  pour 
fome  water  on  the  matter  that  it  may  become  (oft, 
and  that  a  Salt  may  be  extracted  from  it,  wherein , 
the  Gold  lurketh,  which  was  contained  in  the  mine; 
coagulate  the  Lixivium  being  full  of  Gold,  into  a 
Red-Salt,  the  which  by  adding  Litharge,  is  to  be 
melted  in  (uch  Crucibles  which  are  not  broken. 

The  Litharge  draws  the  Gold  unto  it  out  of  the 
Salt,  which  is  to  be  (cparated  from  the  Lead,  after 
that  manner  which  (hall  be  (hewn  in  the  following 
Chapters  or  Treatifes. 

XLII.  The  preparation  of  a  JVater  necejfary  for  the  ex- 
tratling  of  Gold. 


T 


AKE  of 


this  water  of  fmall  charges,  which  thou  (halt 
prepare  plentifully  without  trouble,  pour  up¬ 
on  mines,  and  again  (eparate  it  by  diftillation, 
to  be  again  u(ed  in  new  labours,  that  there  may 
be  no  need  to  prepare  it  again  anew,  becaufe  this 
doth  not  onely  alwaies  remain  efteClual,  but  alfo  is 
increafed  in  every  operation  ;  So  that  thou  mayeft 
be  able  to  extrad  mines  and  minerals  ad  tnfnitum, 
if  (b  be  thou  (halt  prepare  but  one  pound  or  pint  at 
the  firft. 

N.  B.  By  this  means  all  Gold  how  little  (bever  it  be, 
IS  plcntidilly  extracted  out  of  (lints,  fand,  and  any 
other  minerals,  without  any  coft  excepting  fire. 


X  LI  11.  Asiother  water  for  extracting  fiver. 


T 


AKE 


this  water  extracleth  (liver  out  of  the  poor  mines  of 
filver,  (and,  and  (tones ;  the  operation  of  the  (ame, 
is  like  the  fbrmer  one,  and  itsincreafe  is  like  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  former  water,  fo  that  after  this  manner 
filver  may  be  plentifully  extraded  out  of  poor  mi¬ 
nerals,  and  no  other  coft  is  required  befides  fire. 

N.  B.  In  (lead  of  may 

be  taken  (ince  it  performs  the  fame  thing  in  extrac¬ 
ting,  which  the  other  perform.eth. 


XLIV.  Another  eafte.  manner  of  plentifully  extraSling 
gold  and  filver  out  of  poor  minerals.^  it  being  of  little 
or  no  coft, 

MIX  thou  the  mineor  minerals  with  the requi- 
fite  waters,  fill  with  the  fame 

_  of  good  earth,  fet  them  near  each 

other  in  a  great  put  it  in  and 

diftill  the  (pirits,  which  pay  all  the  charges,  and 
which  fupply  gold  and  filver  without  any  cofts,  the 
which  is  to  be  received  by  lead. 

XLV.  Another  more  eafie  manner  of  extracting  gold  and 
filver  out  of  minerals. 

MIX  the  mine  or  mineral  with  the  requifite  wa¬ 
ters,  and  moiften  it  by  degrees,  caft  the  whole 
.  the  fpirirs  depart  into  a 

receiving  vefTel,  and  in  the  time  of  diftillation,  the 
gold  and  filver  are  diffolved  by  that  diflblvant 
the  which  being  extraded,  remain  with  or  among 

and  are  rinced  by  water  out 
of  the  mineral,  fo  that  they  are  attained  without 
eofts,  and  the  (pirits  being  colleded  in  the  receiving 
veliel,  do  recompence  all  charges, 

XLVI.  An  eafie  operation  of  pkntifuU  extracting  gold 
and  filver  out  of  fat  white  Clay  or  Botters-earth. 

A  Lthough  gold  and  filver  be  extraded  out  of 
-l\.  minerals  by  moift  waters,  by  a  troublefbme 
operation  as  we  have  taught  in  the  beginning,  yet 
fuchan  extradion  brings  no  fmall  profit,  becaufe 
they  may  be  freed  from  thofe  waters  by  precipita¬ 
tion  ;  and  thofe  very  waters  do  readily  ferve  for  the 
making  or  preparing  of  Salt  Peter.  With  a  fat  Ar¬ 
gilla  or  white  Clay,  the  matter  goes  otherwile,  be¬ 
caufe  the  fpirit  hath  crept  into  the  fat  earth,  and 
(carce  a  half  part  is  received,  unlefs  the  earth  be 
firft  deprived  of  its  fatnefs  by  making  burning  bright, 
it  being  that  which  doth  alfo  require  its  own  peculiar 
labour. 

Seeing  that  therefore  in  all  places  of  the  world, 
wherefqever  earth  is  found,  fuch  fat  white  Clays 
containing  gold  and  diver  do  plentifully  offer  them- 
(elves,  and  none  hath  been  hitherto  found,  who 
hath  indeavoured  toexrrad  and  bring  them  to  u(e, 
efpecialiy  whenas  they  contain  but  little  of  gold  or 
filver,  not  able  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  lead  be- 
ftowed. 

I  could  not  but  open  a  very  eafie  wdy  of  perfor¬ 
ming  that  thing  with  no  fmall  profit,  the  which  is 
perfeded  by  the  following  labour. 

Mix  fuch  an  earth  containing  gold  or  filver,  with 
or  of  that  greater  one,  and  caft 
It  by  degrees  into  my  firft  or  fecond  Diftillatory 
Furnaces,  and  draw  forth  the  (pirits  by  diftilling, 
that  the  (blvedgold  or  filver  may  remain  in 

From  that  which  is  broken  by  a  Mill  or  grin¬ 
ding  is  wa(hed  off  with  hoc 

water,  and  is  reduced  by  lead  as  is  (hewed  before. 

XLVII.  After  what  manner  by  the  help  of  art ^  gold 
may  be  eafily  and  plenteoufiy  extracted  from  the  jand 
of  Granaces,  Agaths,  Saphyrs,  and  Rubies,  and 
other  fioney  Mineral  earths^  which  do  neither  admit 
of  fufion^  nor  Lead^  norjharp  Waters. 

JT  is  certain  that  all  Granates  or  Marbles,  the  red, 
black,  a fh* coloured,  duskifti,  al(b  of  whatfoever 

colour 


Colour  they  are,  or  wherefoever  they  are  found, 
v/hether  in  Brooks  or  Rivers,  or  in  Sand,  or  fat 
Earth,  or  in  high  Rocks,  do  always  contain  much 
of  Gold,  but  that  by  reafon  of  their  glaffy  nature, 
they  cannot  be  tamed  by  Aq.forns\  and  by  reafon 
of  their  moft  difficult  fufion  cannot  be  wrought  by 
Saturn  or  Lead  ;  for  that  caufe  they  have  made 
none  partaker  of  their  gold, and  they  have  been  neg¬ 
lected  as  unprofitable  earths,  whenas  notwithltan- 
ding  they  being  handled  by  little  labour,  they  are 
able  to  afford  much  gold. 

Some  one  therefore  may  ask,  becaufe  they  can¬ 
not  be  fubdued  either  by  lead  or  form's,  what 
courfe  muft  be  taken,  that  gold  may  be  extracted 

out  of  their  bowels  i  I  anfwer. 

and  alfo  by  a  Fufible 

they  may  befoovercome,  that  the  gold  which 
they  have  may  be  withdrawn  from  them  with  profit, 

becaufe  they  can  bear 

the  fire,  they  are  and  perform  by  a 

double  labour,  one  through  their  (harpnefs,  and 
another  by  reafon  of  a  ftrong  fire,  fo  that  nothing 
is  fafe  from  fo  great  forces,  but  all  things  are  con- 
Itrained  to  yield  unto  fo  great  violence.  Hence  they 
do  willingly  afterwards  enter  the  Salt  of  Lead,  and 
in  time  of  melting  do  readily  draw  out  their  gold. 

XLVIII.  A  mofi  firm  demonfir atien,  that  Jharp  Wa¬ 
ters  and  Salts  after  the  manner  of  the  -ways  hitherto 
defcrihed,  do  draw  forth  more  Gold  and  Stiver  as  it 
were  without  cofi,  out  of  Mines  or  Minerals  con¬ 
taining  Gold  and  Silver,  than  fumptmus  or  cofily 
melting  Fires. 

IT  is  not  unknown  to  every  one  that  is  leafonedbut 
even  with  a  mean  knowledge  of  gold-bearing 
Mines,  that  without  the  addition  of  Lead  or  other 
flowable  things.  Gold  can  in  no  wife  be  melted  out 
of  them,  whenas  therefore  there  is  little  Gold  in 
thofe,  and  neverthelefs  much  of  Lead  or  other  mat¬ 
ters  is  required  to  be  added  for  an  eafie  fufion  or 
melting  fake,  who  fhall  be  fit  for  the  undergoing  of 
fo  great  colls  ?  Hence  it  hath  come  to  pafs  that  liich 
poor  minerals  could  bring  nothing  of  profit  in  com- 

^  k  being  alfo  granted,  that  there  is  fo  much  of 
Gold  and  Silver  in  Minerals,  that  they  will  defray 
the  charges  of  fire  and  fufion,  and  afford  Gold  and 
Silver  with  profit,  yet  fuch  operations  are  not  com¬ 
parable  to  my  inventions  ufing  Waters  and  Salts,  no 
more  than  as  Water  to  Wine,  or  Night  to  Day. 

For  firll,  fufion  or  melting  far  exceeds  in  its  colls 
the  extraClion  which  is  perfected  by  Salt  and  Wa¬ 
ters.  And  then  it  can  never  be  brought  to  pafs 
that  fufion  Ihould  expell  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  out 
of  Mines  and  Minerals,  but  leaves  Ibme  thereof  in 
the  drofles,  next  alfo  there  is  made  a»lofs  of  all  the 
volatile  Gold  and  Silver,  which  are  call  forth  by 
a  molt  ftrong  fire,  and  driven  away  into  the  air  ;  on 
the  contrary,  of  the  more  ample  and  wealthy  pro¬ 
fits,  which  the  extraction  of  Gold  and  Silver  out  of 
.^ilierals  bringeth,  this  is  not  the  leaft,  that  not  one- 
iy  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  which  is  fixed,  is  drawn 
out  without  any  detriment  or  lofs,  but  alfo  thofe 
two  metals  being  as  yet  volatile  are  extracted  at  once 
and  made  fixt  and  conftant  in  the  fire,  whenas  not- 
withftanding  by  the  vehemence  of  a  melting  fire, 
they  are  whollv  difperfed  and  reduced  into  nothing. 
-For  the  Waters  of  Salts  do  fix  the  volatile  fugative 
fpirits  of  Gold  and  Silver,  the  which  by  the  vehe¬ 


ment  blafts  of  Bellows,  are  rendred  as  yet  far  more  j 
volatile,  fo  that  by  the  help  of  fufion  fcarce  half  the  '  : 

Gold  is  gotten  which  the  extraction  by  the  Waters  i 
ofSalt  affordeth. 

Add'  to  this,  that  not  onely  all  the  Silver  and  ,  { 
Gold,  as  well  the  volatile  as  the  fixt  is  gotten  to-  i 
gether  without  any  lofs,  but  alfo  the  charges  of 
Coals  are  far  lefs,  and  one  operatour  may  perform  \ 
as  much  of  this  extraction  of  Gold  and  Silverf  as 
three  in  the  labour  of  fufion  or  melting. 

From  henceitis  eafily  to  be  foen,  how  much  pro¬ 
fit  and  fruit  may  be  gained  by  this  my  moft  excellent 
invention  in  all  places  of  Germany.  For  this  extrac¬ 
tion  is  not  onely  for  extracting  Gold  and  Silver  as 
well  out  of  rich  as  poor  Mines,  but  alfo  fnatcheth  out 
all  the  Gold  and  Silver,  in  Flints  tinged  with  any 
colour,  wherewith  all  Brocks,  Rivers,  and  Fields 
are  filled 

Now  follow  fome  particular  tranfrnutations  of  the 
imperfect  Metals  into  more  perfect  ones,  by  common 
fire,  and  Crude  Salt,  and  by  the  not  common  con¬ 
centred  moift  fire  of  Salt. 

XLTX.  A  fundamental  and  evident  demonfiration,  that 
a  true  tranfmutation,  or  t r an f  changing  of  Metals 
may  he  exercifed  in  all  places  of  the  earth,  wheresoever 
Men  may  dwell,  yea  in  the  leafi  Cottages  of  Countrey 
.folks,  and  indeed  by  the  fame  matters  and  vejjels 
which  are  found  in  them. 

IT  is  well  known,  that  even  the  pooreft  and  vileft 
or  meaneft  Countrey  can  want  neither  fire,  nor 
fait,  nor  earthen  veffels,  neceffary  for  the  boyling 
of  Meats.  Therefore  being  furnifhed  with  Salt,  a 
fiece  of  Copper  of  fome  old  Kettle  fhall  eafily  fup- 
ply  him,  the  which  it  fhall  be  free  for  him,  by  fire 
and  fait  to  tranf  change  into  a  better  and  more  no¬ 
ble  body,  but  becaufe  Man  bath  a  far  better  and  p 
commodious  Salt  for  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals  in 
his  pofleflion,  which  excells  common  Salt  in  its  good- 
nefs,  he  may  of  right  and  worthily  make  ufe  of  his 
own  proper  Salt  before  a  ftrange  and  foreign  one, 
and  that  after  this  manner. 

Boil  thy  own,  or  the  Urine  of  another  man,  to 
the  conliftancy  of  Honey,  in  which  decoCtion,  all  ' 
the  unprofitable  moifture  of  the  Urine  departs  by  j 
exhalation,  and  the  Salt  thereof  remains  in  the  Ket-  - 
tie  or  earthen  Pot;  admix  thou  with  this  condenfed 
Urine,  fb  much  of  Calx-vive,  or  the  afhes  of  burnt . 
Woods,  that  it  may  come  into  a  thick  or  grofs  lump. 
Butthin  plates  of  Copper  cut  in  pieces,  and  purged 
by  making  them  bright  burning  hot  ought  to  be  in 
readinefs,  and  alfo  an  earthen  Pot  having  its  Cover,, 
wherein  let  that  mafs  of  Urine,  and  Calx-vive,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  thin  plates  of  Copper  be  put;  when' 
thou  haft  all  thefe  things  in  a  readinefs,  mix  the U- 
rine  as  abovefaid  with  the  Calx  or  flack-lime  or  afhes, 
and  fill  thy  Pot  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  fingers, 
upon  which  put  fome  of  the  plates  of  Copper,  and- , 
fo  firatum fuper-firatum  nWxhcVox.  is  full,  then  cover 
it  with  its  Cover,  which  thou  fhalt  well  fence  with 
Lute  made  of  Meal,  Water,  and  Paper,  that  not 
any  vapour  at  all  may  come  forth.  For  affoon  as 
the  Calx-vive  is  mixed  with  the  condenfed  or  co- 
thickned  Urine,  thefpirit  of  Urine  begins  to  operate  j 
by  its  own  proper  efficacy,  and  therefore  it  is  ne-  1 
ceffary  that  the  Cover  be  ftraightway  laid  on  the 
Pot,  and  be  fenced  with  a  due  Lute  or  Clay  ;  the  ' 
Pot  being  thus  filled  and  cover’d,  fetitafide  in  fome  ' 
certain  place  for  the  fpace  of  half  a  year,  in  which  ' 

time 
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time  the  Tpiric  of  Urine  being  Ifirred  up  by  the 
Calx-vive^  clifplays  its  virtues  on  the  Copper,  and 
exalts  it  into  a  higher  degree,  as  that  it  is  tinged  of 
a  skie  and  green  colour  mixed,  and  is  rendred  fit 
for  the  Painters  Art  ;  one  pound  whereof  is  more 
worth  than  two  or  three  pounds  of  Copper,  one 
pound  whereof  doth  for  the  moft  part  render  one 
pound  with  four  or  five  ounces  of  this  colour,  and 
and  lb  it  affords  a  profitable  tranfmutation  of  Cop¬ 
per. 

L.  After  what  manner^  out  of  this  partly  Green^  part¬ 
ly  Skte-colour  of  Copper  ,  Gold  and  Silver  is  to  be 
Jeparated. 

He  that  defires  to  feparate  Gold  and  Silver  our 
of  this  colour,  whereof  no  great  maffes  are  at¬ 
tained,  but  onely  and  alone  whereby  it  is  demon- 
Ifrated  that  the  thing  may  be  done,  he  muft  ufe  the 
following  operation. 

Firft,  he  muft  take  good  heed  in  taking  the  co¬ 
lour  out  of  the  earthen  Pot,  left  any  thing  of  the 
mafs  of  the  Urine,  and  Calx  be  mixed  with  tfie  beau- 
i  titull  colour,  and  render  it  impure. 

'  The  thin  plates  being  taken  our,  they  are  to  be 
often  crookedly  bowed,  and  moved  upwards  and 
downwards,  that  the  colour  may  fall  off  from  the 
I  plates  like  fcales.  The  remaining  Copper  which  is 
not  yet  turned  into  colour,  is  relerved  for  a  new 
labour;  tp  be  repeated  after  the  fame  manner.  Wine- 
vinegar  is  poured  on  the  colour,  or  the  fharp  wa¬ 
ter  oPTartar  extraded  after  the  Diftillation  ofaduft 
Wine  from  its  Lees,  with  water  by  decodion,  and 
it  is  to  be  fo  long  boiled  in  a  Copper  Kettle,  or  an 
earthen  Pot  glazed,  till  all  the  colour  fhallbe  folved; 
the  fblution  being  caft  into  a  'Filtre,  the  Vinegar  or 
Water  of  Tartar  onely  palfeth  through,  and  a  red- 
.  difh  powder  is  left  in  the  Filtre,  the  which  being 
■  melted  with  Lead  in  a  Cupel,  after  the  exhalation 
of  the  Lead,  it  leaves  a  grain  of  Gold.  For  the  fpi- 
rit  of  Urine  hath  ripened  ibmewhat  of  the  Copper 
into  Gold,  which  the  Vinegar  or  Water  of  Tartar 
:  did  not  dilfblve  but  left,  attrading  onely  the  Copper 
by  fblution.  And  becaufe  fomewhat  of  Silver  is  ri- 
I  pened  in  the  Copper  through  this  fame  operation, 

I  and  is  dilfolved  with  the  Copper,  by  the  Vinegar 
or  Water  of  Tartar,  fomething  of  common  Salt  is  to 
be  added  to  the  Water  of  Tartar  or  Vinegar,  that 
the  Silver  may  not  be  folved  by  the  fame,  but  may 
remain  with  the  Calx  of  Gold,  and  may  be  retained 
with  the  fame. 

‘  jST.  B.  Pure  and  clear  Vinegar  ought  to  be  taken 
for  this  labour,  if  you  would  preferve  the  colour 
unhurt,  for  after  fome  part  of  the  Vinegar  is  evapo¬ 
rated  away,  the  green  colour  of  the  Copper  grows 
together  into  fair  green  finall  ftones,  one  pound 
whereof  is  more  to  be  efteemed  than  five  or  fix 
pounds  of  Verdi  greafe,  which  is  fold  in  the  Shops. 

.  This  artificial  operation  .therefore  affords  a  beau- 
tifull  and  chriftalline  vitriol  of  Fenus,  andfome  fmall 
i  quantity  of  Gold  and  Silver  ;  whereof  although 
there  be  not  fo  great  plenty  that  it  may  bring  profit, 
yet  it  fhews  the  poflibility  of  the  thing,  and  teach- 
eth  that  a  tranfmutation  of  Metals,  may  be  exercifed 
in  any  fmall  Cottage  by  any  Countrey  Man. 

But  if  any  one  fliall  colled  Urine,  and  extrad 
from  thence  the  volatile  fpirit  of  its  Salt  by  Diltilla- 
:  tion,  he  fhall  far  more  deeply  pierce  the  heart  of 

the  Copper,  and  fhall  obtain  more  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  than  he  can  get  by  the  but  now  mentioned 


ruftical  labour,  of  which  matter  more  things  are 
found  in  other  places  of  my  Writings'T 

LI.  After  what  fort  pure  Gold  may  he  extraUed  out  of 
any  Copper. 

IN  all  Copper  a  fpiritual  occult  Gold  lies  hid,  the 
which  in  the  labour  of  foparation  by  Lead  in  a 
Cupel  orTeft,  is  not  taken  notice  of,  or  confidered. 
But  this  very  Gold  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  colour  of 
Copper,  fo  firmly  adhering  unto  its  body,  that  it 
remaineth  very  difficult  to  be  foparated  from  thence, 
but  the  operation  being  rightly  inftituted,  although 
it  be  nor  gainfull,  yet  it  demonftrates  a  poflibility  of 
the  thing,  for  the  fake  of  experiencing  whereof,  to 
wit,  whether  there  be  Gold  in  all  Copper,  thou 
muft  labour  after  the  following  manner. 

Diffolve  Copper  in  Aq.  Regis,  and  pour  much 
water  on  the  folution,  that  by  this  water  the' diflbl- 
ved  Copper  may  be  largely  diffufed.Into  tuis  folution 
diffufed  by  the  water,  pour  Lead  that  is  dilfolved  in 
Aq.  Fortis,  fo  that  one  or  two  half  ounces  of.  Lead 
may  anfwer  to  one  pound  of  Copper.  But  as  often 
as  the  Lead  fhall  fettle  to  the  bottom,  thou  flialtfhake 
or  ftir  it,  that  the  folution  may  be  well  mixed,  and 
that  the  Lead  may  artradt  fomething  of  Gold ;  and 
may  precipitate  it  with  it  felf  to  the  bottom,  the 
which  being  dried  and  feparated  in  a  Cupel,  will 
leave  a  fmall  quantity  of  Gold,  not  for  an  argument 
of  profir,  but  a  token  of  a  poffibility,  which  teftifies 
that  there  is  Gold  in  all  Copper.  But  if  any  thing 
of  profit  \vere  to  be  received,  fuch  Copper  was  to 
be  taken  which  was  already  changed  into  vitriol. 
But  among  vitriols  the  Hungarian ,  Cyprian,  Indian^ 

'  Japanick,  and  other  the  like  do  excell,  which  do  of¬ 
fer  themfolves  in  the  Mines  of  Gold-bearing  Copper, 
and  are  handled  after  the  following  manner. 

LIT.  Fhe  manner  of  extraBing  Gold  out  of  natural  vi¬ 
triol. 

Diffolve  thou  vitriol  in  common  water,  and  pour 
on  the  vitriol  dilfolved,  a  littled  of  diffolved 
Lead,  and  ftir  both  folutions  by  frequent  motions, 
that  the  Lead  may  attract  the  Gold  out  of  the  vitri¬ 
ol,  to  be  dried  and  feparated  by  a  Cupel,  which 
will  remain  like  a  grain  of  greater  or  leffer  quantity, 
as  the  vitriol  fhall  contain  more  or  left  of  the  famei 
Of  the  vitriolated  water  out  of  which  the  Gold 
was  extracted,  thou  fhalt  again  make  vitriol  by  fo 
long  boiling,  and  evaporating  till  a  thin  skin  appear, 
which  being  then  expofed  to  the  cold  will  ftiooc  into 
Cryftals,  But  this  operation  brings  with  it  more  pro¬ 
fit,  if  it  be  not  now  boiled  up  into  Cryftals,  but 
that  vitriol  onely  be  taken  which  is  drawn  out  of 
its  Mineral  .into  Water,  and  after  the  extradion  of 
the  Gold,  is  at  length  boiled  up  into  vitriol. 

But  Icaft  this  fifhing  of  Gold  out  of  vitriol  fhould 
feem  wonderfull  unto  any,  we  will  fhewaway^ 
whereby  Gold  may  be  extraded  out  of  Sea  Water, 
or  Sea  Salt,  the  folution  of  Lead  alTifting  :  The 
manner  is  as  followeth. 

LIII,  After  what  manner  Gold  ts  to  he  extraBed*out 
of  Sea  Salti  or  Sea  Water,  not  indeed  with  profit, 
hut  onely  that  it  may  be  demonfirated,  that  Gold  is  hid¬ 
den  even  in  Sea  Water  or  Sea  Salt. 

Fill  a  great  Copper  Kettle  with  S'ea  Water,  and 
pour  thereon  a  little  dilfolved  Lead ;  the  which 
'  F  goes 
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goes  to  the  bottom  becaufeit  cannot  indure  Salt,  and 
is  ftraightway  precipitated  into  a  white  powder, 
move  and  ftir  the  water  in  the  Kettle  often,  that 
the  folution  of  Lead  may  every  where  touch  the 
Sea-Salt-Water. 

Through  this  adion,  a  fpiritual  Gold  adheres  to 
the  leaden  powder,  and  links  to  the  bottom  toge¬ 
ther  with  it,  which  powder  being  freed  from  its 
Salt  by  common  Water,  and  dried,  and  melted  in  a 
Cupel,  leaves  a  fmall  grain  of  Gold,  as  a  remain¬ 
der. 

iV.  B.  For  this  filhing  Silver  is  more  fit  than 
Lead. 

LIV.  How,  out  of  floor  Mines  of  Copper^  from  which 
no  profit  can  be  percei'ved^  Copper^  as  alfo  Gold  it 
felfif  it  be  prefenty  is  to  be  eafilj  and  without  cofis, 
extrabied  and  feparated, 

The  landy  or  fulphurous  Mine  or  Mineral  of 
Copper  is  to  be  roafted  or  calcined,  by  bur¬ 
ning  even  to  the  confuming  of  the  Sulphur,  becaule 
(harp  waters  do  not  aflault  fulphureous  matters,  the 
Mineral  being  calcined  and  beaten  into  a  powder , 
fill  a  gourd,  and  pour  our  Iblving  fecret  on  the  fame, 
the  which  I  have  taught  above  at  the  extrading  of 
Minerals. 

The  whole  diflblvent  in  abftrading  or  difiilling 
is  recovered,  and  that  indeed  not  without  increale. 
But  the  Copper  and  Silver  do  flick  faft  in  the  dif 
foived  Salt,  which  remained  in  the  Mineral  after 
the  abfl:rad;ion,  and  the  which  is  to  be  waflied  out 
with  water,  out  of  which  water,  which  drew  out 
that  Salt,  the  Gold  contained  therein,  may  by  the 
folution  of  Lead  or  Silver,  be  drawn  forth. 

But  if  the  lame  water  be  boiled  untill  a  thin  skin 
appear  at  the  top,  and  ^xpofed  to  the  cold,  it  will 
(hoot  into  a  green  vitriol,  but  for  the  extradting  the 
Copper  out  of  the  Salt-Water,  Rods  of  Iron  are  to 
be  put  therein,  which  do  attradt  the  Copper,  the 
which  being  withdrawn  and  wafhed  clean,  and 
melted  into  Copper  by  fufion,  is  adminiftred  for 
other  ules :  For  becaufe  it  is  like  to  a  tender  and  fi¬ 
led  powder,  it  is  changed  by  an  eafie  bufinefs  into 
Verdi-greale,  after  the  manner  which  fliall  by  and 
by  be  taught. 

LV.  ^fter  what  manner  Gold  may  by  an  eafie  bufinefs  by 
Fire  and  Salty  be  feparated  out  of  Copper, 

TF  Gold  fliall  be  mixed  with  a  mals  or  lump  of 
Copper, all  the  Copper  is  to  be  reduced  in  a  bright 
burning  Fire  into  Albes :  and  the  Aflies  are  to  be 
infilled  in  our  fecret  Aceum  or  Vinegar,  the  which 
dillblveth  the  Copper  onely  by  dccodtion,  and  lea- 
veth  the  Gold  undiflblved,  like  a  fliining  powder, 
to  be  dried  and  melted  with  Borace,  out  of  which 
Gold  of  twenty  three  Carads  proceedeth. 

That  Vinegar,  our  fecret  Aceum,  draws  all  the 
Copper  from  the  golden  Calx.  The  Copper  is  fe- 
parated  from  the  Vinegar  by  Rods  of  Iron,  being 
laid  therein  as  we  have  taught  in  the  foregoing  man¬ 
ner. 

LVI.  How  Copper  being  extraBed  cut  of  'vitriolated 
W ater,  and  adhering  t  o  Rods  of  Iron,  is  to  be  chan¬ 
ged  into  V erdi-greafie. 

'T^HIS  pure  Copper  may  be  moiftened  with  the 
ftrongeft  Vinegar,  and  put  into  earthen  Pots, 


the  which  being  covered  with  its  Cover  well  fenced 
with  Clay,  are  to  be  placed  in  Horfe  dung,  and  to 
be  left  therein  Ibr  a  time,  yet  fo  as  that  the  heap  of 
Dung  be  fomerimes  renewed.  All  the  Copper  is  in 
a  fliort  time  changed  into  Verdi-greafe,  and  indeed 
far  more  pure  than  that  which  is  fet  forth  to  Sale 
in  the  Shops,  and  which  is  made  in  Spam  by  the 

husks  or  prelfed  out  of  clufters  of  Grapes.  *  ^ 

N.  B.  In  extracting  Copper  out  of  Mines,  regard 
is  to  be  had  unto  this  thing,  to  wit,  that  with  poor 
and  wild  or  courfe  veins  of  Copper,  Lapn  Calamma- 
risy  or  Ztnk  is  fometimes  found  to  be  admixed  * 
which  is  no  ways  perceived  to  be  in  them.  But  if 
thole  Minerals  are  extracted  with  Acf.  Regh^  and 
this  be  to  be  taken  away  by  Diftillation,  none  of 
the  Acf.  Regis  goes  forth,  but  onely  a  flegm  without 
lavour,  becaule  the  Lapis  Calaminaris  or  Zink  doth 
retain  all  the  Acrimony  with  it,  juft  as  if  thofe  two 
Minerals  fliould  fay  to  the  Acp.  Regts,  we  do  not  as 
yet  let  thee  go,  becaufe  as  yet,  we  have  need  of 
thy  indeavour  for  our  amendment,  &c. 

But  it  is  certain  that  whatfoever  Minerals  and 
Metals  do  retain  with  them  fharp  fpirits,  are  as  yet 
immature,  and  may  be  ripened  by  thole  Ipirits,  that 
they  may  bellow  Gold  and  Silver,  as  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  laid,and  Ihall  as  yet  more  largely  be  Ipoken  to. 

LVII.  Out  of  wild  or  courfe  Minerals,  or  'veins  of 
Lead,  admitting  of  no  melting,  out  of  which  no  good 
Lead,  much  lejs  Gold  or  Stl'ver,  can  be  drawn,  hour  to 
extraB  not  onely  Lead,  but  alfo  Gold  and  Silver  with 


AS  we  have  faid  above,  that  fome  Minerals  or 
Veins  of  Copper  do  appear  in  Mines,  the 
which  by  realbn  of  Lapis  Calaminaris  or  Zink  do 
refule  all  melting,  andean  be  by  no  fire  reduced  :  So 
alfo  we  here  admonilh,  that  Minerals  of  Lead  are 
found,  the  which  do  indeed  contain  much  Lead, 
but  by  reafon  of  the  Lapis  Calaminaris,  Zink,  and  a 
fulphureous  Sand  being  admixed  with  them’,  they 
cannot  be  overcome  by  any  melting,  forthele  mat¬ 
ters  do  take  away  a  ready  flowing  from  the  Lead, 
and  do  caufe  that  fuch  Minerals,  which  for  the  moft 
part  together  with  Lead,  do  alfo  hide  not  a  little  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  are  call  away  as  altogether  unfit, 
and  unprofitable,  whenas  notwithftanding  verv 
much  profit  might  be  received  from  them  after  this 
manner. 

Let  the  Mineral  by  pounding  be  broken  in  fmall 
pieces,  and  in  my  little  fecret  Furnace  which  I  have 
fitted  for  the  calcining  of  Minerals,  let  it  be  roafted 
with  bright  burning  Coals, that  the  grofs  Sulphur  may 
conceive  a  flame, and  burn.  If  in  time  of  operation  the 
matter  Ihould  gather  it  felf  into  heaps  or  knobs,  and 
in  co-heaping  Ihould  make  round  Pellets,  it  being 
taken  out  of  the  Furnace,  let  it  again  be  beaten,  be 
let  upon  live  Coals  and  roafted,  and  thele  labours 
be  fo  often  repeated,  until!  all  the  Sulphur  lhall  be 
confumed,  and  the  Mineral  doth  no  longer  co-heap 
it  felf  into  knobs,  but  being  made  bright  burning  hoc 
like  dead  aflies ;  it  no  longer  fends  forth  a  fulphureous 
ftink.  At  length  out  of  thefe  aflies  being  well  wafli¬ 
ed,  a  dead  and  unprofitable  matter  feparates  its 
felf  from  the  good  and  metallick  earth,  the  which 
being  melted  by  it  felf  in  a  Furnace  called  by  the  Ger¬ 
mans  Stichofen,  becomes  a  flowable  Lead  which  con- 
taineth  Gold  and  Silver. 

But  if  the  Mineral  be  fo  ftubborn  that  it  altoge¬ 
ther  refufing  all  melting,  could  not  by  it  felf  be  re- 
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duced,  and  neverthelels  contain  Gold  and  Silver, 
fdmething  of  Litharge  is  to  be  added  to  that  metallick 
earth,  which  procures  a  flux  unto  it,  and  yields  that 
Gold  and  Silver  bearing  Lead,  which  by  the  com¬ 
mon  operation  wholly  refufeth  to  offer  it  felf. 

LVIII.  yinother  way  teaching  hy  the  hel^  of  Salt  and 
I  Fire  to  draw  Stiver  and  Gold  7Vith  great  frofit^  out 

I  of  all  fiubborn  or  rude  and  untamed  metalltck  earths^ 

1  in  whofe  Veins  Lead ,  Copper,  Gravel,  or  courfe 

I  Sands,  Iron,  orluSifxsCzldLXxnrrSiVishave  forthemofi 

\  part  ccnjoyned  in  Society,  and  which  do  deny  all  pro- 

j  ft  by  vulgar  operations. 

AS  Fire  burns  up  every  grofs  and  combuftible 
Sulphur  in  Mines  or  Minerals,  that  thefe  do 
i  at  length  Ilibjedl;  themfelvcs  unto  melting,  and  do 
! .  render  Metals  eafie  to  be  hammered:  fo  alfo  Salt  fix- 
eth,  and  makes  conflant  whatfbever  volatile  body 
i  endeavours  toflie  away  into  the  air, that  it  may  afford 
1  a  ripened,  melted,  and  profitable  A4etal.  For  that 
!  caufe  fuch  Minerals  common  Salt  being  added  as 
I  was  abovefaid,  are  to  be  roafted  in  live  Coals,  that 
I  that  devouring  grofs  Sulphur  may  vanifli  by  burning 
I  with  a  flame,  and  that  together  alfb  the  Metal  it 
j  felf  may  be  promoted  to  niaturity,  and  fo  that  by 
this  very  thing,  good  Gold  and  Silver  may  be  fepa- 
I  rated,  whenas  notwithffanding  other  wife,  not  any 
I  one  fhould  obtain  fb  much  as  the  leafi:  thereof  out  of 
thefe  very  Minerals. 

Such  an  amendment  and  changing  the  more  im- 
perfedt  Metals  into  the  more  perfed  ones,  may  be 
attained  by  the  help  of  Salt  and  Fire, 
j  If  therefore  common  Salt  and  grofs  Fire  are  able 
j  to  perform  this  in  Minerals,  what  fhall  not  thefe, 

1  not  common  but  fecret  Fires  of  Salts  effed,  intranf- 
i  changing  Metals  already  pure,  into  more  pure  and 
ftibcile  oncsf 

LIX.  Jft  er  what  manner  Metals  are  to  be  amended  hy 
I  pure  Fire,  or  the  fiery  fpirits  of  Salts. 

IT  may  eafily  be  perceived  if  a  grofs  Salt  and  Fire 
do  fome  good  to  more  grofs  Metals,  that  alfb  a 
more  pure  Fire  and  Salt  may  do  more  good  on  purer 
Metals.  Inflruments  whole  edges  are  made  very 
fharp  by  whetting,  are  far  more  fit  for  operation 
i  than  thole  that  are  dull,  and  will  perform  more. 

1  By  how  much  the  fharper  an  Auger  or  Wimble  is, 

I  by  fb  much  the  fooner  it  boareth  thorough  the 
!  Wood,  and  on  the  contrary,  by  how  much  the  more 
I  blunt  it  is,  by  fo  much  the  flower  it  pierceth  tho- 
I  rough. 

'  He  that  is  earneftly  defirous  to  obtain  any  good 
j  in  the  amendment  of  Metals,  he  muft  of  neceflity 
I  apply  the  lubtile  and  flrong  fpirits  of  Salts,  that  he 
I  may  deftroy  Metals  with  the  fame,  may  kill  them, 
and  reduce  them  unto  their  former  life,  and  fo  may 
:  procure  more  noble  bodies  unto  them.  When  their 
'  former  body  is  reflored  to  thofe  moift  and  cold 
Fires  of  Salts,  to  wit,  that  they  may  return  unto 
the  form  of  Salt,  but  of  a  more  noble  and  fubtile 
I  one,  Metals  may  far  more  fpeedily  be  deflroyed  ; 
j  a  double  Fire  performs  more  than  a  Angle  one,  Ance 
i  therefore  Salt  is  by  it  felf  no  other  thing  but  a  meer 
i  and  con  centred  Fire,  and  the  Fire  of  Wood  or 
I  Coals  joyning  it  felf  with  the  other  a  greater  effica- 
j  cy  mufl  nee  ds  be  expefted  from  them  than  by  com- 
1  mon  Fire  alone,  but  we  have  hitherto  made  men- 
I  tion  of  fuch  operations,  and  therefore  its  needlefs 


here  to  repeat  them.  From  what  hath  been  hitherto 
laid ,  every  Chyraift  may  gather  and  learn  thole 
things  which  concern  the  amendment  of  Metals, 
wanting  the  help  of  Salt  and  Fire  j  more  God  wil¬ 
ling  fhall  follow. 

LX.  Let  us  now  afeend  higher,  and  demonfirate  what 
incredible  miracles  or  wonders  our  fecret  Fires  of 
Salts  may  effebl  nigh  to  that  great  work  of  Fhilo- 
Jophers. 

AS  in  the  foregoing  Chapters  it  hath  been  fuf- 
Aciently  conArmed,  that  unripe  Metals  may 
by  the  help  of  Fire  and  Salt,  be  particularly  promo¬ 
ted  to  a  more  perfed:  maturity  :  So  alfo  in  the  mul- 
tiplying  of  Animals  and  Vegetables,  that  thing  evi¬ 
dently  appeareth  ;  to  wit,  if  fufficient  meat  and 
drink  beadminiftred  to  any  Infant,  that  he  groweth 
dayly  in  bignefs,  and  ftrength  of  body,  untill  he 
Come  to  the  age  and  perfection  of  a  Man  The 
fame  multiplying  in  Vegetables  offers  it  felf  to  our 
view,  in  that  a  fmall  feed  or  root  do  lhatch  to  them 
their  nourifhment  from  ‘an  earthly  Salt ;  and  the 
beams  of  the  Sun,  and  do  rife  up  into  a  perefed, 
great,  and  fruitfull  Tree.  This  particular  tranf 
mutation  is  converfant  before  our  eyes,  and  there¬ 
fore  is  a  thing  moft  known,  but  after  what  fort  the 
moft  noble  part  or  pureft  eflcnce  is  to  be  extracted 
out  of  the  bodies  of  Vegetables,  Minerals,  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  that  other  more  weak  bodies  may  be  ftrength- 
ned  and  amended  by  the  fame  Philolbphers  have 
always  hidden  and  covered  with  the  greateft  en¬ 
deavour.  Hence  it  is,  that  there  hath  been  very  few, 
and  as  yet  are,  who  have  had  the  knowledge  of  this 
higheft  Science. 

As  to  what  therefore  belongs  to  the  great  work 
of  the  Philofophers,  all  the  Philolbphers  do  in  their 
writings  with  one  accord  affirm,  the  which  I  do  al¬ 
fo  in  all  my  writings  affirm  to  be  moft  true,  and  do 
as  it  were  fhew  with  my  Fingers,  to  wit,  that 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  things  doth  effed  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  and  Tinge  with  a  moft  gratefull  colour,  but 
Sulphur  alone,  and  that  one  onely,  and  that  this 
lame  combuftible  immature  and  volatile  Sulphur 
is  fixed  and  changed  by  the  operation  and  help  of 
Salts  into  a  true  Tindure,  the  which  is  as  certain  as 
that  which  is  moft  certain,  and  yet  laborious  alfo, 
and  requiring  a  fpacc  of  time  long  enough,  efpecial- 
ly  if  any  one  doth  infift  in  a  moift  way.  The  way 
of  coming  unto  the  end  of  fuch  a  work  as  I  think, 
yet  with  the  fafety  of  others  judgment,  this  is  the 
beft,  if  any  one  bind  or  fix  fuch  a  Sulphur,  which 
was  already  brought  unto  a  perfed  maturity  by  na¬ 
ture,  they  might  bring  this  profit  with  it,  that  it 
fhould  not  require  a  longer  time  for  its  maturity. 

But  fuch  a  fixed  and  tinged  Sulphur,  is  no  where 
more  nearly  found  than  in  Metals,  and  elpecially  in 
Copper  and  Iron,  but  the  better  and  more  pure  in 
Gold  ;  the  finding  out  whereof  notwithftanding  (by 
realbn  of  its  moft  firm  and  intimate  conjundion  with 
its  body,  as  allb  its  leparationj  hath  been  always 
efteemed  almoft  impolfible.  For-  unto  diligent 
learchers,  a  true  leparator  which  might  leparate  the 
pure  part  from  the  impure,  hath  for  the  moft  part 
every  where  been  wanting. 

For  as  it  is  known  fuch  a  hard  orcompaded  me¬ 
tallick  body,  can  very  difficultly  be  feparated  and 
divided  into  its  parts. 

The  folution  of  fharp  waters,  fups  up  indeed  e- 
very  Metal,  but  it  etfeds  no  feparation.  For  becaufe 
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Metals  are  Homo-geneal  things,  and  the  metallick 
Sulphur  is  16  ftrictly  bound  to  its  metallick  mercury, 
by  the  bond  of  the  metallick  Salt,  it  can  never  be 
brought  to  pafs,  that  by  fuch  folutions,  or  by  pre¬ 
ci  pitatings,  or  by  other  ways,  one  part  fhould  be 
leparated  from  the  other. 

If  a  Metal  being  diflbivcd  by  a  water  be  precipi¬ 
tated  all  its  parts  being  fo  mixed  as  they  were  before 
its  diflblution  do  fall  clown  and  fettle,  and  admit  of 
no  reparation.  But  if  any  one  would  alfo  render 
Metals  Ipiritual,  that  fo  the  more  pure  parts  might . 
be  disjoyned  from  the  more  impure  ones  by  diftilla- 
tion,  yet  there  is  no  reparation  made,  but  the  more 
pure  body  it  felfafccnds,  and  again  as  before,  itcon- 
fifteth  of  three  principles,  performing  indeed  more 
in  Alchymy  and  in  Medicine  than  the  more  grofs 
bodies  of  Metals,  but  is  unfit  for  a  true  Tindure, 
becaufe  nothing  operates  in  all  bodies,  but  a  lively 
Soul,  and  that  which  vivifies  or  quickens  other  dead 
bodies,  for  it  is  the  fpirit,  as  Chrift  faith,  which 
quickneth,  the  body  is  unprofitable.  Let  man,  or  any 
other  living  creature  be  for  an  example,  the  which  as 
longas  it  lives,  it  moves  itlelf  and  operates  as  long 
as  the  fpirit,  the  Authour  of  Life  is  prefent  with  it ; 
but  that  vanifhing  away  the  body  wants  all  motion, 
and  remains  a  dead  Carcaft,  If  now  it  could  be 
brought  to  pafs,  that  we  could  lay  hold  of  fuch 
Animal  Spirits,  and  could  render  them  corporal 
ones,  we  might  alfo  perform  incredible  things  by  the 
fame,  and  perhaps  fafliion  or  form  a  living  creature 
pfa  lump  of  earth,  the  which  notwithftanding  God 
hath  referved  to  his  own  felf.  But  this  that  boun- 
tifull  Father  hath  granted  unto  us,  that  out  of  un- 
V  moveable  fubjeds,  or  thofe  wanting  a  moveable  and 
animal  life,  we  may  extrad  their  pure  Souls  or  El- 
lences,  and  render  them  corporal,  and  effed  there¬ 
by  things  of  great  moment  in  Medicine  and  Al¬ 
chymy. 

But  the  fouls  of  Metals  do  excell  herein,  as  be¬ 
ing  more  fixed  and  confiant  than  the  cflences  of 
vegetables,  but  they  are  far  more  difficultly  attained. 
For  the  fouls  of  vegetables  do  fulfer  themfelves  to  be 
eafily  extraded,  but  the  colours  and  fouls  of  Metals 
do  hardly  admit  of  extradion,  and  for  that  caufe 
are  accounted  of  by  the  ignorant  for  a  thing  impof 
fible  to  be  done,  nor  indeed  is  it  altogether  without 
fbiv.e  caufo  ;  for  the  foparation  of  the  tinging  foul 
from  the  hard  metallick  body  is  a  thing  of  great 
moment :  many  are  the  ways  that  have  been  at¬ 
tempted  for  the  procuring  of  this  Sulphur  ;  and 
fome  ignorant  fellows  have  written  Books,  of  the  ac¬ 
quiring  or  getting  of  the  fame,  whereas  ’tis  evident 
that  they  never  law  fuch  a  Sulphur. 

The  moft  learned  and  moft  witty  Helmont  wrote 
egregioufly  concerning  this  Sulphur;  but  yet  not  fo 
cleavly  as  that  any  one  could  out  of  thole  his  wri¬ 
tings  get  a  perfed  knowledge  of  the  fame.  Nor  in¬ 
deed  is  it  expedient  that  fuch  kind  of  Pearls  fhould 
,  be  caft  under  the  feet  of  fwinifh  Men.  There  is  no 
Writer  i  as  far  as  I  know)  that  hath  mentioned  any 
thing  concerning  this  matter,  clearer  than  Ifaac  Hol¬ 
land  in  his  Ch.  De  AManJis,whQVQ  he  teacheth,that  he 
who  hath  gotten  the  art  of  changing  Metals  into 
tranfparentGlafies  with  their  peculiar  colours,  hath 
.  purchafed  a  notable  fecret  in  Metallick  affairs.  He  al¬ 
ludes  ( by  way  of  likenefs)  to  the  bodies  of  Men 
brought  to  a  clarity  or  brightnefs  after  this  life,  and 
thus  declares  his  Dodrine  and  fays  ;  The  fouls  of 
Metals  do  Ihine  forth  through  their  Jmaufa'’s,or  cla¬ 
rified  bodies,  clad  in  their  proper  colours,  even  as  the 


Souls  of  Men  ffiall  hereafter  Ihine  in  -  the  other 
World,  from  [or  through]  their  clarified  bodies. 
And  further  he  faith,  that  when  fuch  Amaufas  [of 
Glaffes]  are  reduced  into  their  former  bodies  ;  then 
the  AmaujTs  of  Copper  and  Iron  become  fixt,  that 
of  Silver  becomes  Gold,  and  that  of  Gold  becomes 
Tindure.  The  faid  Authour  hath  not  clearly  e.x- 
preffed  the  manner  of  accomplifhing  this  but 
in  my  opinion  (  without  prelcribing  ought  to 
any  one  ]  this  is  the  nearefi  way  of  attaining  to 
fuch  an  operation,  wT.  of  getting  the  fouls  or  the 
pure  Sulphurs  of  Metals,  ^iz,.  If  the  Metals  befirft 
reduced  into  AmaufTs  or  traniparent  Glafles,  out  of 
which  their  fouls  are  eafier  extradable  than  out  of 
their  grofs  bodies.  But  now,  for  fuch  an  extradion 
here  is  fuch  a  fnenjirnum  required  as  doth  not  work 
upon  all  the  whole  body,  or  diffolve  it,  but  doth 
onely  attrad  there  out  of  the  colour  and  pureft 
Sulphur,  and  leaves  the  body  behind  white.  But 
where  Ihall  we  find  the  defcription  of  fuch  a  menfiru- 
uml  none  fpeak  of  it  openly,  but  many  mention  it 
obfcurely  ;  nor  indeed  is  it  fo  neceffary  that  fuch  an 
Arcanum  of  fo  great  moment  be  manifeffed  to  every 
one. 

But  however,  this  in  brief  you  are  to  be  admo- 
nifhed  of,  that  like  draws  its  like  and  extrads  it. 
If  a  mercuriality  be  to  be  extraded  our  of  the  me¬ 
tallick  mafles  [or  bodies,']  then  'tis  expedient  to  ufo 
a  mercurial  nimfiruum^  for  like  rejoyceth  in  its  like. 
So  fulphureous  effcnces  are  extradable  by  fulphure- 
ous  menfiruums,  and  not  by  mercurial  ones.  For 
Water  doth  willingly  affociate  it  felf  with  Water, 
and  Oyl  with  Oy’s.  And  forafmuch  as  all  the  Phi- 
lofophers  write  that  the  Sulphur  or  tinging  Soul  in 
Iron  and  Copper,  doth  as  to  goodnefs  and  noblenefs 
equalize  the  Sulphur  in  Gold,  it  will  be  needlefs  (in 
my  opinion)  to  take  Gold,  but  to  bring  Iron  and 
Copper  to  that  pals,  that  they  may  become  tran- 
fparent  Glafi'es,  from  which  their  colours  may  be 
extraded.  But  if  fo  be  that  any  one  is  minded  to 
prefer  Gold  before  thefe,  and  to  extrad  the  tindure 
hence  from,  he  may  do  as  he  pleafis,  and  will  find 
in  many  places  of  my  writngs  a  manududion,,[di- 
reding  him]  to  the  tranfmutation  of  Gold,  (and  fo 
of  the  other  Metals  too)  into  tranfparent  bodies, 
which  thing  is  highly  neceffary.  For  there  is  not 
and  eafier  way  of  extrading  the  tindure  out  of  Me¬ 
tals,  than  by  firfi  reducing  them  into  tranfparent 
Amaujas.  Now  the  menihuum  forving  for  this  ex¬ 
trading  of  the  Sulphurs  out  of  the  metallick  bodies 
is  to  be  fo  prepared,  that  it  diffolve  not  the  body, 
but  extrad  onely  the  Sulphur  or  pure  Soul  there 
out  of.  Such  menfiruums  Taracelfits  himfolf  makes 
mention  of,  and  affirms,  that  with  them  the  side  co¬ 
loured  Saphyrs,  the  red  Rubies,  and  the  yellow 
.Jacynth  may  be  fo  deprived  of  their  colours,  as 
that  there  remains  no  more  of  them  fave  onely  the 
white  bodies.  Befides,  that  white  Cryfials  may 
(by  the'help  of  tinging  fulphureous  fpirits)  be  died 
with  various  colours.  Verily  'tis  a  focret  of  moft 
mighty  concernment,  to  have  the  skill  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  fuch  a  menfiruum  as  will  penetrate  the  moft 
.  hard  Stones  and  moft  compad  Glaffes  to  extrad 
them,  and  withall  to  communicate  to  otherfome 
various  colours,  without  the  corrupting,  breaking 
and  deftrudion  of  any  of  the  bodies,  the  which  thing 
feems  in  my  opinion  very  likely  to  be  true,  though 
as  yet  I  know  not  how  to  do  it.  That  which  I  have 
tryed  by  my  operations  I  can  write  and  teach,  viz,. 
how  all  the  Metals  may  very  eafily  ('yet  one  more 
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eafilv  than  another)  be  changed  into  fair  tranfpa- 1 
rent  and  moit  delicately  coloured  glaifes,  and  how 
out  of  thele 'glaflcs  the  pure  and  tingmg  metallick' 
iouls  may  be  extraded,  ‘vix.-.  by  fuch  menfiruums  as 
are  fulphureous,  fubtile,  not  dilfolving,  but  onely 
extracting 

■But  for  as  much  as  thefe  kinds  of  are 

not  (as  far  as  1  know)  deferibed  by  any  one,  and 
vet  are  the  producers (d' Inch  notable  elfedts  ;  I  could 
not  omit  the  dUcoveriiig  of  fomething  concerning 
them,  for  the  fake  of  luch  as  are  Students  in  true 
Philofopv,  and  after  feme  fort  fhew  that  kind  of 
extraction,,  which  is  to  be  accompliflied  by  the 
help  of  our  con  centrared  fpirits  of  fait,  or  of  our 
moift  Philofophical  fires, 

LXT.  Mnw  a  'vegeiahle  fiihtile  fulpbtir  is  to  be  fo  abbua- 
ted  by  the  jntrous  mufi  fre,  that  it  may  extraB  the 
fixt  jul^hur  of  tnetals,  or  thar  pure  tinging  foul. 

Firft  of  all,  the  oyls  of  the  vegetables  are  to  be 
exalted  by  diftillarions,  and  often  repeated  rec¬ 
tifications  to  the  higheft  degree  of  purity  and  fub- 
tilty,  and  afterwards  to  be  once  rectified  by  fome 
con  centrated  nitrous  fire,  that  fo  being  already  of 
themfelvcs  fubtile,  they  may  get  a  fiery  vigour  en¬ 
dued  with  a  faculty  ^of  feizing  upon  metallick  ful- 
phurs,  and  of  extracting  them  out  of  the  hard  and 
compact  bodies.  For  any  vegetable  oyl  how  fub- 
tilly  foever  it  be  prepared,  hath  not  any  power  of 
entring  into  the  metals,  and  much  lefs  of  having 
any  ingrefs  into  their  glafles,  nor  can  it  extraCt  in 
the  leaft,  though  fuch  bodies  fhould  be  covered 
with  it  for  a  long  feafon.  But  now  if  an  artificial 
■  operation  fhall  have  fharpned  fuch  an  oyl  with 
thofe  mo  ft  fubtile  fpirits  offalts,  and  have  rendred 
it  more  acute  and  penetrative  than  thofe  con-cen- 
trated  fpirits  of  the  lak  do  lead  in  the  fulphur,  and 
beftow  on  it  a  power  of  attracting  to  it  felf  its  like. 

And  albeit  that  fuch  con  centrated  fpirits  do  when 
per  fe,  and  alone,  wholly  dillblve  metallick  glaffes 
and  make  no  feparation  at  all,  no,  nor  do  not  e.x- 
traCt  the  leaft  particle  of  any  fulphureous  fubftance, 
yet  the  cafe  with  them  is  vaftly  alfered,when  fuch  fiery 
fpirtis  are  artificially  united  with  moit  pure  fulphureous 
oyls  ;  infomuch  that  .they  beftow  on  them  a  faculty 
of  working  upon  metals,  and  of  extracting  from  them 
a  mofr  pure  fulphur  ;  nay  farther,  they  purchafe 
thefeoyls  a  capacity  not  onely  of  extracting  the  co¬ 
lours  out  of  metals,  but  alfb  out  of  other  things 
Now  we  have  taught  at  large  in  our  fecond  part 
of  Furnaces,  the  manner  of  rendring  the  oyls  of  ve¬ 
getables  fubtile  ;  and  as  for  the  nitrous  fire  requifite 
to  this  operation,  the  way  of  con  centrating  it  is  to 
be  found  in  this  Book  a  little  before,  fo  that  'tis  whol¬ 
ly  needlefs  to  repeat  the  fame  things  over  again 
which  have  been  afore  treated  of.  And  thus  far  is 
mv  knowledge  come,  'viz,,  how  (by  the  help  of 
oyls  animated  and  aCluated  by  the  aforefaid  means) 
to  extract  the  moft  pure  foul  out  of  metallick  Jmau- 
fa's,  or  thofe  hard  and  glaffy  fubjeCts :  But  how 
fuch  a  fulphur  is  to  be  brought  into  a  tinging  me¬ 
dicine,  1  ( profeffing  not  my  felf  fb  great  a  mafter) 
do  not  as  yet  know.  Neither  is  it  at  prefent  need- 
full  toexceed  the  due  bounds  by  fo  large  a  treating  of 
luch  worthy  things  ;  for  things  wonderful!  may  be 
effected  by  this  menfruum  both  in  Medicine  and 
Alchymy,  and  in  other  arts,  concerning  which  we 
fhall  (God  willing)  prefentiy  add  fomewhat  more. 
And  whereas  i  have  made  mention  here  of  clari¬ 


fied  bodies,  and  concentrated  fpirits;  I  judge  it 
worth  w'hile  allb  to  fhew  what  difference  there  is 
betwixt  thofe  con  centrated  fpirits  and  clarified  bo¬ 
dies  as  the  Chymifts  call  them. 

The  clarified  bodies  therefore  are  nothing  elfe 
fave  bodies  purged  and  mundified  by  the  operation 
of  the  fire.  For  the  fire  is  the  ultimate  examiner  of 
all  things,  as  being  endued  with  filch  a  power  by 
which  it  burns  upallthings,reduceth  them  into  afhes 
and  powder,  and  out  of  the  afhes  makes  glafs  ;  that 
being  the  utmoft  or  ultinate  ,thing  whereunto 
all  things  are  reduced.  If  therefore  there  be  in  any 
thing  any  good,  which  being  burnt  in  the  fire  is  by 
fufionor  melting,  turned  into  tranfparent  glafs,. ic 
doth  manifeft  it  felf  in  its  utmoft  or  ultimate  eftence, 
and  fhine  forth  in  its  brightnefs,  infomuch  chat  every 
one  may  fee  what  lay  hidden  in  its  life  afore  thus 
burning  it.  For  example,  I  take  wood,  an  herb, 
or  an  animal,  I  burn  ic  and  tranf'mute  ic  into  afhes ; 
thefe  afhes  I  melt  and  turn  into  glafs  Having  thus 
done,  there  appears  no  colour  vifible,  for  the  glafs 
is  white,  and  that  becaufe  the  fulphur  is  confumed 
in  the  burning  ;  and  the  mercury  is  fled  away  into 
the  air  infmoke,  as  being  two  principles  which  are 
no  ways  able  to  refift  the  force  of  fire  :  Bur  the  fait, 
as  being  a  contemner  of  the  fire  remained  in  the 

earth  of  no  efficacy. 

✓ 

But  now  a  metal  being  by  the  fire  turned  into 
afhes,  though  part  of  the  fulphur  and  mercury  hath 
in  the  combuftion  and  vitrification  flown  away  into 
the  air,  yet  notwichffanding  the  beft  part  remains ; 
and  this  is  the  reafon  why  fuch  metallick  glafles 
are  coloured  according  to  the  metals  nature  and  pro¬ 
perty,  and  which  (afore  thus  burning  it)  was  hid¬ 
den.  We  will  yet  farther  evidence  it  by  an  example. 

If  I  burnt  copper  or  iron,  and  reduce  it  into  afhes, 
and  do  by  melting  ic  turn  it  into  glafs,  then  the 
copper  if yi  and  no  other  thing  added  unto  it, 
yieidsagreenglafs,and  the  iron  yields  a  yellow  colour¬ 
ed  glafs.  But  if  there  be  made  an  addition,  then  are 
produced  glaffes  of  other  colours,  as  for  example. 

It  1  add  to  burn  iron  or  crocus  martis  the  glafs  of 
lead,  then  the  glafs  made  by  melting  will  have  the 
yellow  colour  of  a  Hyacinth.  The  fame  crocus  mar¬ 
tis  being  molten  with  common  glafs,  made  of  wood- 
afhes  and  fait ;  yields  a  greenifh  coloured  glafs  which 
is  the  natural  and  proper  colour  of  the  iron.  For 
the  lead  altered  the  colour  of  the  former  mentioned 
glafs  of  the  iron  and  made  it  yellow  in  the  melting, 
and  fo  hindred  it  from  raanifefting  its  true  and 
natural  colour.  The  glafles  of  tv/o  feveral  colours 
being  molten  together  do  exhibit  falfe  colours,  as 
may  be  feen  by  co-melting  a  skie  colour  and  a  yel¬ 
low  glafs,  the  which  being  molten  together  yield  a 
green  colour,  and  doth  fb  reprefent  ic  felf  both  in 
the  fire  and  out  of  it  too.  From  hence  took!  occa- 
fion  to  write  and  teach  the  way  of  finding  out  (by 
molten  glaffes)  what  kind  of  metal  is  hidden  in  any 
mineral  or  metallick  earth.  Which  way  of  proving 
mines  or  minerals  is  far  better  and  fpeedier  than  that 
which  is  ufiially  done  by  a  decodtion  and  exhalation 
of  lead  in  the  Cupel.  .  Thus  may  you  mix  five,  fi.x, 
eight  or  ten  grains  of  fome  finely  powdered  mineral, 
with  one  or  two  lots  of  Venice  glafs  being  of eafie 
fufion,  and  put  the  matter  thus  mixed  in  a  well  co¬ 
vered  crucible,  and  by  melting  ic  reduce  ic  into  glafs, 
Thecolour  which  will  be  in  the  faid  glafs,  will  fhew 
what  metal  the  miner  a  contained  :  I.ead  will  yield  a 
duskifh  colour,  tin,  a  white,  copper,  a  Sea-green  ; 
iron  a  fomewhat  grecnifli,  filver  a  yellow,  and  gold 
G  a  skie- 
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1  a  skie  coloured  :  each  of  which  colours  is  the  true 
and  internal  colour  of  the  refpedive  metal.  Gold 
doth  alfo  refemble  a  Ruby  as  to  colour  if  other 
colours  be  added  thereunto.  But  yet  in  the  mean 
time,  the  skie-colour  is  its  proper  and  natural  colour, 
and  Ib  is  yellow  of  lilver  :  and  this  is  notably  agreea¬ 
ble  with  the  truth,  though  to  fiich  as  are  ignorant, 
it  Teems  a  thing  wonderfhll,  for  indeed  fuch  mens 
knowledge  ends  in  external  things,  but  they  are 
wholly  ignorant  of  internal  ones.  But  now  the  co¬ 
lours  of  gold  and  filver  are  better  and  more  perfedt- 
ly  known,  if  there  be  added  unto  them  Tome  fix 
and  white  Tulphur,  which  prevents  the  gold  and 
filver  from  being  thoroughly  reduced  into  their  pe¬ 
culiar  bodies  by  fufion.  If  the  Calx  of  gold  or  filver 
be  molten  with  Borax,  they  both  return  into  their 
former  bodies,  and  do  not  pals  into  glafs  any  vvays 
coloured:  But  that  Tome  glafs  ofeafie  fufion  be  mixed 
with  thofe  Calx’s,  together  with  a  little  powder 
of  flints  and  To  molten,  then  the  flints  will  (by  rea- 
fon  of  their  Tulphur)  hold  with  themTelves  the  gold 
and  filver  and  To  keep  them  that  they  admit  not  of 
fufion  [or  redudlion]  in  their  whole  body,  but  do 
remain  in  the  g’als  with  Tome  part  of  the  metalline 
property  which  renders  their  internal  colours  vifible, 
which  elfe  would  not  appear  to  fight. 

N.  B.  If  you  have  the  minera’s  of  gold  and  filver 
at  hand  and  melt  them  with  glafs,  their  colours  will 
alfo  appear,  becauTe  that  in  the  minera’s  there  al¬ 
ways  is  Tome  Tulphur  that  hinders  the  metal  from 
wholly  returning  into  a  body,  fb  that  Tome  part  of 
it  abides  in  the  glafs  and  therein  fliews  its  colour. 
This  alfb  is  to  be  minded,  that  if  haply  Tome  minera 
or  merallick  earth  contains  notone  metal  barely,  but 
a  or  5  more  metals,  then  always  that  metal  of 
which  the  moft  quantity  is  in  the  Taid  minera  doth 
after  fufing  fhine  in  the  glafs  beyond  the.refl:.  As 
for  example. 

Suppofe  I  would  make  tryal  in  the  red  Granates 
[ftonesj  I  powder  fbme  eight  or  ten  gr.  and  mix 
them  with  one  lot  of  white  Venice  glafs  finely  pow¬ 
dered,  and  I  melt  them,  and  To  turn  them  into  glafs. 
Now  in  this  tranfmutation  the  glafs  doth  not  become 
red,  but  of  a  delicate  graft  colour,  and  fb  teacheth 
me  what  metals  are  hidden  in  thofe  Granates,  'viz. 
copper  and  iron,  and  alfb  more  of  this,  [yiz.  the 
iron]  than  of  the  other.  And  though  there  fhould 
be  Tome  gold  too,  yet  is  it  unperceiveable  becaufe  of 
the  predominancy  of  the  iron  over  the  copper  and 
over  the  gold  :  For  [in  this  operation )  that  metal 
onely  manifefts  it  felf  to  fight,  which  is  in  greater 
plenty  therein  than  the  reft  be, 

Ifaac  Holland  would  by  this  vitrification  Tignifie  un¬ 
to  us,  that  after  this  life,  viz.  when  the  world  is 
conTumed  with  fire,  there  ftiall  arife  from  the  bodies 
of  men  reduced  into  afhes  other  clarified  bodies, 
and  ofTuch  and  fuch  colours,  according  as  their  fouls 
have  (either  good  or  bad)  framed, or  as  it  were  made 
unto  themfelves  in  this  life-time  in  their  groft  bodies. 
What  other  thing  [I  pray]  are  fair  colours,  butthe 
virtues  of  thofe  fubjedts  out  of  which  they  emit  or 
fend  forth  their  Tplendour. 

Take  a  fimilitude  hereof  from  the  melting  of  mi¬ 
nerals,  wherein  though  a  mineral  of  filver  or  copper 
hath  in  it  much  filver  or  gold,  yet  if  the  Tuperfluous 
Tulphur  be  not  ( before  the  melting  the  Taid  mineral) 
Teparated  by  a  little  as  ’twere  roafting  fire ;  but  be 
(together  with  thatgroft  Tulphur,)  fet  in  a  vehement 
melting  fire,  there  will  not  verily  be  any  metal  got¬ 
ten  hencefrom,  but  that  ftinking  Tulphur  would 


tranfmute  the  good  metal  into  black  Scoria’s.  So 
likewife,  no  fair  and  tranfparent  glafs  can  be  [bv 
melting)  made  out  of  pure  metals]  if  that  kind  of 
groft  Tulphur  fhould  adhere  unto  them. 

Thefe  few  things  touching  clarified  bodies,  I  could 
not  paft  over  in  Tilence,  and  much  left  could  I  omit 
this,  viz.  that  the  bodies  of  all  things  may  be  much 
better  tranfmuted  into  clarified  bodies  by  our  fecrec 
fire,  than  by  the  common  fire.  For  the  common 
fire  drives  away  the  volatile  parrs,  whereas  on  the 
contrary,  our  fire  doth  preferve  them  and  renders 
them  fixt  and  tranfparent  as  well  as  the  other  parts. 
And  therefore  of  neceflity  thefe  bodies  muft  needs 
fhine  with  fairer  and  brighter  colours  than  thofe 
others,  in  which  the  common  fire  hath  expelled  the 
mercury  and  Tulphur,  and  left  remaining  nothing  elfe 
butthe  fait. 

But  now  as  concerning  fuch  a  tranflnu ration  into 
afhes  by  our  moift  and  fecret  fires,  any  one  may 
eafily  gueft  the  way.  For  whatToever  is  put  in  them 
muft  be  necelTarily  burned  into  afhes,  and  they  far 
better  afhes  too  than  are  made  by  burning  in  the 
common  fire.  For  if  the  common  fire  burns  any 
herb  or  wood  into  afhes,  the  Tulphur  burns  away 
in  a  flame,  the  mercury  betakes  it  felf  to  its  wings 
and  away  flies  it,  and  the  fait  abides  behind  in  a 
few  afhes  or  a  little  earth.  Now  our  Philofophical 
calcination  takes  away  nothing  but  conferves  all 
[the  principles  fb  called]  together  ;  and  doth  in  the 
firft  place  produce  to  view  a  black  coal,  then  after¬ 
wards  other  various  curious  colours,  and  then  a 
white  colour,  and  at  laft  to  compleat  the  operation 
it  yields  a  red  fufile  and  medicinal  ftone,  * 

N.  B.  Here  it  is  to  be  noted  that  for  preparing  a 
pure  medicine,  a  pure  fubjeft  is  to  be  made  uTe  Sf ; 
Tor  iffb  be  that  any  one  would  endeavour  the  tranf- 
mutation  of  an  herb,  wood,  or  any  animal  into 
a  medicament  by  the  help  of  the  fecret  fires,  then 
all  the  afhes  and  feces  which  were  in  the  herb  would 
alTo  adhere  unto  the  medicament  and  would  render 
it  impure,  therefore  neceflity  requires  that  you  do 
not  take  the  whole  herb,  or  the  whole  animal,  but 
onely  their  eflential  Talc,  the  which  being  void  offe- 
ces  confifts  onely  of  the  pure  principles  of  the  herb ; 
and  doth  eafily  admit  of  being  tranfmuted  into  a 
red  tinging,  and  more  Toluble  ftone  than  the  herb 
it  Telf  with  its  feces  by  it,  doth. 

I  would  not  have  you  to  account  of  thefe  things 
here  delivered  you  as  if  they  were  of  Tmall  moment. 
No,  Tor  they  are  Tuch  things  as  cover  over  with  this 
their  vile  or  bafe  covering,  Tuch  matters  as  are  of 
great  weight,  and  which  will  not  come  to  every 
bodies  knowledge.  Surely  ’tis  a  confiderable  thing 
that  a  part  of  any  vegetable,  animal  or  mineral 
body  fhould  (by  confer ving  all  the  moft  volatile 
parts,  and  by  rendringthem  altogether  conftant  and 
ftable,  without  the  leaft  loft  of  weight)  be  ripened 
into  a  fixt  Toluble  and  tinging  red,  and  medicina! 
ftone.  This  way  of  tranfmuting  all  things  without 
loft  of  the  weight  thereof  into  clarified  bodies,  is  of 
all  others  the  beft.  And  thofe  bodies  on  this  wife 
clarified  are  without  doubt  of  greater  efficacy  than  are 
the  groft  bodies  themfelves  of  the  animals,  vegetables, 
and  minerals,  which  do  as  yet  abound  with  their 
groft  and  impure  feces. 

But  if  To  be  any  one  be  not  herewithall  content 
but  panteth  after  higher  things,  he  may  advife  with 
himfdf  about  extradling  the  foul  out  of  this  red  and 
fixed  ftone,  and  reduce  it  again  by  a  reiterated  ope¬ 
ration  unto  the  form  of  a  ftone,  whereby  he  will 

without 
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without  doubt  make  it  yet  far  more  etfeflual.  And 
by  how  much  the  ofrner  any  one  Ihall  repeat  this 
iiime  operation,  fo  much  the  more  effedlual  a  medi¬ 
cine  will  he  obtain,  for  it  will  at  every  reiteration 
notably  augment  its  virtues,  for  by  fuch  adtions  the  i 
efficacy  and  virtues  of  things  are  con  centrated  and 
driven  into  a  very  little  compals,  wherewithal!  won- 
derfull  things  may  be  performed. 

We  are  yet  moreover  to  fee  what  Ipirits  are,  but 
principally  what  con-centrated  Ipirits  are,  and  what 
they  are  able  to  do. 

And  becaufe  the  matter  in  hand  gives  occafion  of 
treating  thereof  in  this  place,  we  will  briefly  give 
you  a  declaration  of  the  lame. 

LXII.  IF'hat  ffirits  are^  and  by  what  means  they  op- 
rate  stood  or  evil. 

O 

IN  the  firft  place,  there  are  fpirits  called  vegetable 
ones,  viz..  When  vegetables  are  beaten  to  pieces, 
and  being  contufed  are  moiftened  with  water, 
(provided  they  have  not  juicy nels  enough  of  their 
own,  or  do  altogether  want  it)  and  fo  fermented, 
being  fermented  they  are  to  be  diftilled,  which  dif- 
tillation  brings  forth  fubtile  and  efficacious  fpirits, 
and  fuch  as  are  the  effefters  of  many  profitable 
things  in  Alchymy  and  in  other  arts,  befides  the  ufe 
thereof  in  medicine. 

Secondly,  fundry  and  divers  fpirits  are  allb  made 
out  of  animals  by  diftillation  ,  as  out  of  Blood, 
Urine,  Hairs,  Horns,  Hoofs,  and  fuch  other  parts 
of  animals,  alfo  which  fpirits  have  their  ulc  in  Me¬ 
dicine  and  Alchymy. 

Thirdly,  there  are  alfo  fpirits  which  are  expelled, 
or  forced  out  of  minerals  and  metals  by  the  force  of 
fire,  but  principally  out  of  Salts,  as  Vitriol,  Allum, 
Salt  Peter,  common  Salt  and  fuch  like  ;  of  the  pre¬ 
parations  of  which  kind  of  fpirits,  the  Books  of 
Chymifts  are  full,  and  therefore  ftop  us  from  the 
fuperfluous  repetitions  of  the  fame.  But  as  for  the 
concentrating  of  them  and  the  utility  of  them,  it  hath 
been  already  deferibed  by  us. 

I  hereby  give  occafion  for  all  the  diligent  learch- 
ers  after  true  Aledicine  and  Alchymy  ;  to  contem¬ 
plate,  what  may  be  effefted  in  Medicine  and  Al¬ 
chymy,  if  thole  fugitive  Ipirits  were,  by  our  fixing 
and  moift  fires  which  feparate  not  any  one  part 
from  each  other,  but  do  fix  all  the  parts  together, 
deprived  of  their  volatility  and  made  fixt.  Thefe 
few  things  we  were  willing  to  mention  concerning 
the  fpirits  which  are  fubjeded  to  a  Man’s  power  and 
are  within  his  reach,  and  lerviceable  for  the  ule  of 
mortal  Men. 

LXllI.  The  particular  medicinal  ufe  of  the  con-centrated 
fpirits  of  J  alts. 

WE  have  heard  that  the  con  centrated  Ipirits 
or  moift  fires  of  I'alts  do  reduce  all  things  in¬ 
to  a  Calx^  after  a  Philofophical  manner,  without  a 
forcing  away  of  the  mercurial  part,  and  a  burning 
up  of  the  fulphureous :  infomuch  that  (by  confer- 
ving,  altering  and  bettering)  they  fix  the  whole.  Be¬ 
ing  therefore  compelled  by  a  love  to  my  neighbour, 

I  have  a  mind  to  let  down  in  this  place  Ibme  medi¬ 
caments,  as  well  univerfal  as  particular  ;  but  yet  fo 
as  that  they  may  not  fall  into  the  clutches  of  [my] 
unworthy  enemies,  but  may  be  referved  onely  for 
friends. 

And  firft,  here  ftiall  be  a  medicine  mentioned. 


that  amendeth  the  weak  digeftion  of  the  Stomach. 
^  Take  out  the  teeth  of  a  Wolf  or  a  Dog  when  he 
i?  half  dead,  (being  firft  fliot  with  a  Gun  *  and  pour 
thereupon  two  or  three  , parts  of  the  con-centrated 
Ipirit  of  lalt  in  a  Cucurbit,  let  the  glals  upon  land 
that  it  may  be  heated  moderately,  whereby  theoyl 
of  fait  may  dillblve  them  and  bring  them  into  a  thick 
pulle  or  malh.  Upon  this  mafh  pour  warmed  water 
that  Ib  all  the  Acrimony  of  the  fpirit  of  lalt  mav  be 
leparated  therefrom,  and  that  there  remain  onely 
the  white  pulle,  wherewith  (becaule  Ibme  of  the 
oyl  of  the  fait  doth  yet  remain,  and  is  not  walhab’e 
off  wholly  with  water)  a  little  Sugar-candy  is  to  be 
mixed,  that  Ib  that  remaining  Acrimony  may  be  al¬ 
layed,  and  the  pulle  be  the  plealanter  for  your  ules. 

^  LXIV.  An  Antidote  againfi  Poyfon. 

The  teeth  of  a  mad  Dog  being  prepared  after 
the  aforelaid  manner,  do  yield  an  Antidote  a- 
gainft  Poyibn.  And  indeed  Ib  do  the  teeth  of  all 
Animals,  but  elpecially  the  teeth  of  Stags  and  their 
Horns,  'do  (after  fuch  a  preparation)  refift  all 
Poyibns. 

LXV.  Tfhat  Beafis  they  are  whofe  Teeth  and  Horns  doe 
(^as  to  medieme  j  exceed  the  ref. 

The  teeth  of  alLravenoiis  animals,  as  likewife 
of  Sea-monfters,  and  their  Horns,  are  of  great 
ule  in  medicine ;  as  of  Wolves^  Bearsy  Lynxes,  Tygtrs^ 
Lyons,  Leopards ;  and  as  to  the  watery  animals.  Cro¬ 
codiles,  and  fuch  like  ravening  fifties,  whole  horn, 
teeth,  and  Icales,  and  likewile  the  claws  of  Birds  of 
Prey,  may  be  by  the  con  centrated  fpirit  of  fair, 
converted  ( after  the  aforefaid  manner)  into  good 
medicaments. 

LXVI.  An  experimental  difeovery  of  what  V ermine  are 
fit  for  the  ufe  of  medicine. 

TAIyE  ftrong  and  well  redified  fpirit  of  fait,  or 
onely  a  ftrong  Aq.  Fortis,  put  thereinto  your 
Vermine,  of  what  kind  foever  it  be,  and  it  will 
prefently  endeavour  to  get  out  affoon  as  ever  it  feels  ' 
the  faid  moift  fire.  But  being  it  cannot  get  out,  it 
will  ftruggle  till  it  dies.  Now  by  how  much  the  lon¬ 
ger  the  worm  or  flic  liveth  in  the  Aq,  Firtis,  by  fo 
much  are  its  virtues  in  medicine  greater,  and  this 
may  ferve  as  advice  to  every  one.  As  for  the  way 
of  preparing  medicaments  out  of  Bark  of  Trees  and 
Husks  Ihall  be  mentioned  by  and  by. 

t 

LXVII.  An  experimental  difeovery,  of  what  Herbs  are 
profitable  for  Medicine,  er  unprofitable. 

YOU  are  to  make  ule  of  the  way  but  now  men¬ 
tioned  concerning  Vermine,  and  fuch  Herbs  as 
thou  knoweft  not,  or  fuch  whole  virtues  are  to  thee 
unknown,  put  ( one  after  another)  into  the  moift 
fire  and  that  Herb  which  is  of  a  flower  folution,  ex¬ 
cells  that  which  is  fooner  diffolved,  both  in  ftrength 
and  virtues.  For  example,  Lcttice,  Purftane,  Mel¬ 
lons,  Cucumbers,  and  fuch  like  waterifh  Herbs,  (and 
Ib  is  it  with  fruits  too,)  have  a  moift  nature,  and  are 
prelently  turned  into  water  by  thole  fires.  But 
Rofemary,  Sage,  Thyme,  Dodder,  and  other  hot¬ 
ter  Herbs,  require  a  longer  time  for  their  Iblution. 
Ginger,  Pepper,  Cloves,  Nutmegs,  Cinamond, Car¬ 
damoms,  Zedoary,  &c.  do  require  a  yet  longer 

time 
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time  as  to  their  folurion,  afore  they  will  thoroughly 
pals  into  a  water.  From  hence  may  any  one  know  - 
the  nature  and  properties  ot  Herbs  very  eafily.  This 
allb  is  to  be  oblerved,  that  the  Medicine  out  of  a 
Vermine,  or  out  of  any  Flerb,  is  by  To  much  the 
more  efficacious,  by  how  much  the  vehementer 
venenofity  it  abounds  withall. 

I.XVIII.  The  manner  of  'preparing  an  effectual  medica¬ 
ment  out  of  'uenemoiif  Vermine  and  Infeth. 

I  have  taught  in  the  fecond  part  of  my  fpagyricai 
Vharmacopaa,  a  way  of  correfting  venemous  in¬ 
lefts  by  the  fixt  Liquor  of  Niter,  and  of  tranfmuting 
their  venome  into  an  etfecftual  Medicine,  which 
fway  of  preparation]  he  who  is  Itudious  of  good 
medicaments  will  there  find.  But  now  in  this  place 
is  taught, by  what  means  fuch  like  Vermine,  and  flich 
Herbs  as  abound  with  Venome  are  to  be  corre<fted 
by  the  con  centrated  fire  of  lalt,  and  to  be  turned 
into  excellent  and  penetrative  medicaments.  The 
operation  whereof  is  thus. 

Pour  into  fome  glafs  vefiel,  one,  two  or  three 
ounces  of  our  con  centrated  fire  of  fair,  then  put 
thereunto  fuch  Vermine  as  you  would  prepare  your 
Medicine  of,  one  after  another,  provided  that  you 
do  not  put  more  in,  than  the  laid  fire  is  able  to  dif 
folve  and  confume.  When  all  are  dilfolved  and 
converted  into  water,  all  the  poylbnoufhels  is  loft 
[or  gone]  and  they  become  good  medicaments, 

LXIX.  The  manner  of  feparating  the  medicament  made 
of  Vermine  dijjolved  by  the  moift  fires. 

THere  is  found  to  be  a  great  difference  amongft 
Vermine  and  venemous  infeds.  For  fome  of 
'  them  are  of  a  dry  nature  and  property,  fome  of  a 
moift,  Ibme.of  a  "fat  and  oily  nature,  inlbmuch  that 
it  is  altogether  needfull  to  make  a  due  diftindion  of 
their  natures.  Such  infeds  as  be  of  a  dry  nature  as 
Cantharides  and  fuch  like,  are  to  be  ufed  in  the  form 
ofa  lalt.  The  aqueous  Vermine,  as  Earth-worms, 
Spiders,  and  fuch  like ;  they  exhibit  their  medici- 
nality  in  the  form  of  a  Liquor  :  TheBalfamick  Ver¬ 
mine,  as  the  May-worms,  andothersof  that  kind, 
do  (befide  the  medicament  they  afford)  yield  alfo  a 
fat  and  Balfimick  Oyl  ;  and  indeed  (both  for  exter¬ 
nal  and  internal  medicinal  ule,]  much  more  ef- 
fodual  chan  the  Liquor  it  lelf. 

But  that  the  thing  may  be  the  better  underftood, 
I  will  here  fet  down  an  operation,  which  every  one 
may  follow  as  a  leading  Star, 


curing  of  dileales,  l^ut  principally  in  the  Gout  and 
Stone.  Bur  yet  thou  wilt  get  but  little  oil  from 
thele  Worms,  and  when  you  put  them  into  vour 
dillblving  Liquor,  you  muft  have  a  care  that  you  do 
not  touch  them  with  your  hands,  but  rake  or  catch 
them  with  a  fmall  Forceps,  and  lo  put  them  into 
your  glals.  For  they  have  in  them  this  property  ; 
if  you  touch  them  with  your  hands,  they  prefenriv 
colour  them  with  their  fat  Balfbm  that  they  call  our 
which  Ibmewhat  refembles  the  .fi-ne’l  of  Musk.  As 
if  they  Ihould  lay,  Tray  let  us  live,  fer  vje  give  thee 
all  ive  have  :  Take  this  'Ralfom  and  make  uje  thereof 
for  the  curing  of  incurable  difcafes. 

Some  men  ftudioufly  carefull  in  fuch  affairs  have 
gathered  this  Ballom,  and  have  found  it  to  be  far 
more  efficacious  than  the  Worms  themfelves,  yea 
indeed  too  ftrong,  becaule  they  were  ignorant  of 
the  way  of  corresfting  it. 

LXXI.  The  feparaticn  of  the  medicinal  Lirjuor  from  tie 
moifi  fire,  after  the  feparation  of  the  Oil. 


LXX.  Ho7V  the  operathn 
Vermine  is  to  be  ujed. 


in  dealing  with  all  kinds  of 


Concerning 

o 


Take  fome  ounces  of  May-worms,  put  them  in 
a  glafs,  pour  upon  them  fo  much  of  thecon- 
'  centrated  Ipirit  of  lalt,  that  the  W'orms  may  be  well 
covered  therewith  and  be  by  little  and  little  difi'ol- 
ved  ;  after  that  they  are  wholly  diffolved,  put  the 
folurion  into  a  feparating  glafs,  fhut  the  mouth  of  the 
glafs  with  yourfinger,then  ruyn  the  glalsupfidedown, 
keeping  it  fo  long  (hut  with  your  finger,  till  all  the 
fat  oil  (wim  at  top  of  the  Liquour.  Then  take  away 
your  finger  that  the  Liquour  may  runout,  and  when 
the  oil  comes,  Ihur  the  mouth  of  the  glals  again  with 
your  finger,  and  let  it  run  out  into  another  glals. 
Keep  this  Oil  or  Balfamas  a  precious  treafure,  with 
the  which  thou  wilt  perform  wonderfull  effects  in  the 


the  Liquor  from  which  the  Bal- 
fom  is*  feparated,  vi%.  4he  medicinal  parts  is 
very  hardly  feparated  without  a  mortifying  of  the 
moift  fire  ;  therefore  the  moift  fire  of  the  Salt  is  to 
be  killed  with  a  contrary  fire,  that  lb  the  feparation 
that  is  required  may  be  made  ;  and  ’tis  thus  to  be 
effeTed. 

Filter  the  Liquor  confifting  partly  of  the  diflblved 
Worms,  and  partly  of  the  fire  of  fair,  that  lb  it  may 
be  rendred  clear,  and  free  from  the  Coals  or  Flusks 
of  the  Worms,  if  haply  there  be  any  of  them  remai¬ 
ning  undilfolved.  And  if  (by  reafon  of  the  too 
much  fatnefs  j  it  be  very  difficult  to  filter,  pour  there¬ 
unto  fo  much  common  water  as  to  make  it  thinner, 
and  more  ready  to  pals  through  the  Cap  Paper.  In¬ 
to  this  thus  cleared  Liquor,  drop  the  Liquor  of  Salt 
of  Tartar,  and  it  will  kill  the  lharp  fire  of  the  fait ; 
fo  that  there  will  arife  from  the  fire  of  the  lalt 
and  from  this  Alkaly-lalt  a  fait  ofa  middle  nature, 
and  concreting  into  Cryftals,  and  will  leave  the 
other  part  in  a  liquid  form  ;  the  which  laid  pare 
will  be  either  white  or  yellow  according  as  the  la- 
line  fire  which  you  made  ule  of,  is  Now  this  Li¬ 
quor  is  more  virtuous  than  the  concreted  lalt  is, 
as  being  that  which  contains  the  eflence  of  the 
Worms,  which  doth  not  congeal  or  Ihoot  with  the 
fait,  but  abides  in  the  form  of  a  Liquor.  Experi¬ 
ence  will  reach  the  bulinels  more  largely. 

Now  fuch  qualities  as  thefe  Worms  had  afore 
their  preparation  and  as  yet  not  deprived  of  theif 
Venome  ;  the  fame  do  they  obtain  after  their  prepa¬ 
ration,  but  with  this  provizo,  thele  qualities  are  late¬ 
ly  ufcd,  which  afore  were  hazardous.  But  now  the 
properties  of  thefe  Worms  are  thefe,  they  do  not 
onely  draw  out  of  the  body  all  podagrical  humours, 
but  allb  expcll  the  Stone  out  of  the  iUins  and  Blad¬ 
der  beyond  all  other  medicaments  ;  and  befides,  do 
cure  other  luch  like  difeales  as  are  meerly  unknown, 
and  are  adjudged  plainly  incurable.  More,  it  whol¬ 
ly  takes  away  that  volatile  Gout,  which  runs  wan¬ 
dring  through  the  Members  of  the  Body.  But  here 
arilcth  this  t^aery. 

LXXII.  Whether  or  no  every  meijr  fire  of  fait  is  alfo  fit 
for  this  labour  ? 

For  anfwer  I  fay,  that  indeed  this  very  labour 
may  be  accomp'ifhed  by  any  moift  fire  ;  whe¬ 
ther 
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ther  It  be  prepared  out  of  vitriol  or  common  fait,  or 
lalt  peter.  But  wichall  I  affirm,  that  there  pro¬ 
ceeds  a  great  difference  from  thofe  (alts.  For  the 
concentrated  fpirit  of  niter,  doth  ('after  its  being 
mortified  with  a  fi.x  fait )  (hoot  into  fait  peter.  The 
con-centred  fpirit  of  fait,  (hoots  into  fquare  Cryf- 
tals.  The  fame  doth  oil  of  vitriol  and  fait  of  tartar. 
But  the  fait  that  is  in  this  operation  made  of  the  com¬ 
mon  fait  exceeds  the  others,  as  to  fweetnefs.  That 
which  coraesfrom  vitriol, doth  beget  a  naufeating  by 
reafon  of  its  bitternefs ;  and  that  which  arifeth  of 
fe.It  peter  is  of  a  middle  nature.  But  yet  they  do  all 
three  of  them  enjoy  a  laxative  and  purging  faculty  ; 
and  likewife  provoke  Urine  either  ftronger  or  wea¬ 
ker  according  as  the  Vermine  are,  which  thefe  (aid 
ores  have  been  ufed  in  the  diliblution  of, 

N.  B.  That  the  operation  of  the  Liquor  doth  al¬ 
ways  exceed  the  virtues  of  the  falts.  When  the 
lharp  fpirics  of  fait  are  not  mortified  with  a  Lixi'ui- 
viufa  of  Tartar,  but  with  the  fpirits  of  Urine  or  of 
Sal.  Armoniack ;  the  fait  and  liquor  become  far  ftron¬ 
ger,  than  when  the  precipitation  is  done  with  Salt 
of  Tartar.  For  the  fpirit  of  Sal.  Armoniack  doth 
for  the  moft  part  precipitate  the  diffolved  and  cor- 
refled  Vermine  into  a  Powder,  which  being  wafhed 
off  with  common  water,  and  freed  from  all  Acrimo¬ 
ny  or  ftiarpnefs  is  ufed  in  medicine,  in  a  dry  form. 
But  this,  the  Lixivium  will  not  do,  but  always  con¬ 
ferves  the  Vermine  in  the  form  of  a  liquor. 

LXXIII.  Queftion.  Whether  or  no  there  may  he  any 
more  or  any  other  ufefull  things  learned  from  this  Jo- 
iution  of  venemous  V ermine  ? 

FORAnfwer.  Yes,  for  this  operation  doth  not 
onely  teach  the  good  and  bad  properties-of  all 
Vermine,  but  doth  withall  evidently  demonftrate, 
that  every  animal  of  what  kind  foever,  (yea  and 
Men  themfelves  too;  when  they  are  put  into  fueh 
an  agony  and  perceive  the  approach  of  death,  do 
difcover  and  clearly  evidence  the  internal  motions  of 
[their]  nature,  which  they  have  (in  their  life  time) 
been  indued  withall. 


become  apparent,  when  they  are  reduced  to  the 
extrcameft  of  difficulties,  A  godly  man,  whofo 
thoughts  are  in  this  life  time  always  upon  God* 
will  conftantly  adhere  unto  him  in  his  Agony,  and 
being  upon  dying  will  betake  himfelf  to  him  for  his 
refuge,  in  whom  he  hath  at  all  times  built  his  hope, 
and  waiting  or  looking  *for  help  from  thence,  from 
whence  he  hath  always  hoped  for  it. 

But  the  ungodly  Man  who  hath  never  in  his  life 
time  feared  God,  nor  fet  him  before  his  eyes,  but 
hath  always  yielded  himfelf  with  his  thoughts  unto 
the  will  of  Satan,  he  will  very  hardly  implore  (in 
his  grcateft  anguifh)  the  help  of  any  other  than  of 
him,  to  whom  he  hath  (in  this  life  time)  adhered 
in  all  his  thoughts  and  adions. 

LXXV.  The  frefaratkn  of  good  medicaments  out  of 
venemous  vegetables.^  by  the  con-eentrated  fpirits  of 
falts. 

WE  have  hitherto  taught,  that  our  moift  fires 
of  falts  do  indeed  deftroy  all  things,  but  do 
not  burn  up,  or  force  away  ought  of  fuch  things 
as  the  common  fires  are  wont  to  do.  That  this  is 
true,  even  the  vegetables  themfelves  bear  witnefs, 
which  being  put  into  our  moift  fires  are  therein  difi 
folved,  and  pafs  into  a  water.  But  their  oil  which 
is  in  them  is  feparated,  and  fwimmeth  at  the  top, 
and  fo  may  be  feparated  thencefrom,  as  we  have 
mentioned  above  concerning  the  May-worms.  Af¬ 
ter  the  fame  manner  the  effence  of  the  herb  may  be 
fevered  from  the  fpirits  of  the  falts,  as  we  have  there 
declared.  The  oyls  which  by  this  operation  are 
drawn  out  of  the  herbs  and  other  vegetables,  do  ob¬ 
tain  great  and  peculiar  virtues,  becaule  they  are  ex¬ 
cellently  well  correded  by  the  efficacy  of  the  moift 
fires,  and  are  amended,  which  corredion,and  better¬ 
ing  they  do  not  at  all  attain  by  their  being  diftilled 
and  exprefled. 

^LXXVI.  The  correShion  of  the  too  vehemently  purging 
fubjehls  by  the  moijl  fires^  whereby  they  may  be  fafely 
made  ufe  of. 


LXXIV.  The  way  how  to  know  the  internal  nature  of 
;  every  Worm  in  the  earth ,  Fijh  in  the  water ^  Birds  in 

j  the  air,  yea  even  of  Man  himjelf. 

Take  a  Scarabaus  or  Beetle,  either  fuch  a  one 
as  lives  in  Horfe  dung,  or  clfe  one  that  is  of  a 
i  coppery  colour,  put  him  intoaglafs  wherein  is  feme 
I  Aot^Fortis,  and  you  (hall  fee  that  in  the  utmoft  ne- 
1  ceffity  [or  laft  agony]  of  death,  he  will  not  en- 
i  deavour  to  get  from  out  of  the  Aep.  Fortis,  but  will 
j  ftrive  to  hide  himfelf  in  the  earth  according  to  his 
I  innate  property.  But  whereas  the  bottom  of  the 
i  glafs  is  too  hard  for  him  to  get  thorough,  he  will  be 
fo  long  endeavouring  to  accomplifti  his  defire,  and 
i  in  ftriving  to  get  through  the  bottom  till  he  dies, 
i  From  hence  may  it  be  perceived  what  his  ultimate 
refuge  [or  fhift]  is :  viz,,  to  endeavour  the  fhunning 
■  of  his  approaching  death,  by  fheltering  himfelf  with¬ 
in  the  earth. 

If  you  put  a  file  in  the  A<j.  Fortis,  (he  will  not  go  j 
'  to  the  bottom  but  will  do  her  utmoft  to  get  out  at 
top,  becaufe  her  living  is  in  the  air,  and  fo  all  volatile  1 
I  or  flying  things  are  wont  to  do.  As  for  a  fifh  if  it 
be  put  to  its  fhifts,  it  endeavours  to  fhun  the  danger 
j  by  betaking  it  felf to  the  bottom. 

!  In  fuch  a  kind  of  manner  doth  the  nature  of  men 


DIagridium  or  Scammony,  Hellebor,  Cataputia, 
Gambogia-  and  other  vehemently  purging  fub- 
jeds  may  be  difpoiled  of  their  venemous  faculty,  by 
the  aforementioned  way,  and  be  rendred  more  fweec 
and  milder. 

LXXVII.  The  correBion  of  the  too  vehemently  operative 
Diureticks,  whereby  they  may  be  of  fafe  ufe' in  the 
cure  of  the  Stone. 

Dlffolve  Cantharides,  May-worms,  Earth-worms, 
Millipides  or  Pig-lice,  in  our  con-centrated 
fires,  and  follow  thofe  ways  of  operation  which  we 
have  afore  preferibed,  and  you  (hall  acquire  an  ex¬ 
cellent  and  fafe  medicament,  having  a  faculty  of 
healing  the  Stone  of  the  Bladder  and  Reins. 

LXXVIII.  The  amending  of  narcotick  and  fomniferous 
fubjeBs  by  our  moif  fires,  that  Jo  they  may  perform 
or  jhew  their  virtues  without  hurt  or  danger. 

Take  opium,  Henbane  feed,  Mandrake,  or  the 
like  fubjed  that  provokes  to  fleep,  pour  on  it 
the  con  centrated  fpirit  of  fait,  and  it  will  melt  [or 
diflblve!  therein  ;  if  there  be  in  it  any  oilynefs,  as 
in  the  Henbane  feed  isufual,  it  will  feparate  it  felf, 
H  and 
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and  fwim  on  the  top  of  the  liquor,  the  which  is  to  1 
be  fevered  from  the  liquor,  and  to  be  warily  kept  ; 
becaufe  it  being  onely  anointed  on  the  Temples  will 
prefently  caufe  fleep.  The  liquor  is  to  be  ufed  in¬ 
ternally,  as  we  have  'prescribed  in  the  precedent 
preparations. 

LXXIX.  T^he  amending  of  venemous  fuhjeBs,  that  are 
together  purgative,  fudorifick,  diuretick,  and  fomni- 
ferous,  by  our  moifi  fires  ;  infomuch  that  they  do  not 
onely  become  fiafe,  but  are  the  effebters  of  much  good 
in  medicine,  ^ 

AMongft  the  number  of  fuch  kind  of  fubjeds,  are 
Stavefacre,or  the  feed  of  the  loufe  killing  herb, 
Levant  Berries,  vomiting  Nuts,  and  many  others 
of  fuch  a  like  faculty,  which  are  to  be  proceeded 
withall  after  the  fame  manner,  and  by  the  fame  ope¬ 
rations  as  the  former. 

By  this  or  the  like  way  may  all  venemous,  and 
vehemently  operative  vegetables  and  animals  be 
correded,  fp  as  to  beftfely  admitted  to  internal  u(es, 
and  to  be  producers  of  fuch  effeds  as  are  of  great 
moment  in  Phyfick  ;  whereas  otherwife  (though 
they  have  in  them  excellent  virtues j  they  cannot 
by  reafon  of  their  vehement  operations  be  taken  into 
the  body  without  danger. 

LXXX  Whether  or  no  poifonous  minerals  may  be  correc¬ 
ted  as  well  as  the  vegetables  and  animals,  by  our  fie- 
cret  and  moifi  fire  of  fait,  and  be  turned  into  whole- 
fome  medicaments, 

YOU  are  to  know,  that  not  onely  venemous  ani¬ 
mals  and  vegetables  i)ur  likewile  all  the  mine¬ 
rals  that  abound  with  poifon  may  be  amended,  and 
their  moft  prefent  or  fpeedily  operative  poifon  be 
converted  into  moft  excellent  medicines.  For  ex¬ 
ample. 

LXXXI.  How  the  venenate  and  volatile  minerals  are 
fo  to  be  inverted  by  our  moifi  fires,  that  the  volatile 
be  rendred  fix,  and  the  yoijon  be  made  a  medicine. 

'"pAKE  of  white  or  red  Arfnick  one  part,  pour 
thereto  two  or  three  parts  of  the  con  centrated 
fire  of  niter,  the  which  [niter-fpiritj  you  Shall  dif 
till  thencefrom  in  a  head  and  body  in  fand  ;  then 
take  the  remaining  matter  out  of  the  glafs,  and  wafh 
it  with  common  water  ;  which  being  done,  you 
fhall  have  the  Arfnick,  Diaphoretick,  and  fuch  as 
may  with  Safety  be  taken  into  the  body  ;  but  yet  in 
a  fmall  dole,  becaufe  it  doth  fometimes  provoke  vo¬ 
mit,  and  principally  when  the  nitrous  fire  is  Some¬ 
thing  of  the  weakeft.  But  to  prevent  fuch  vomi¬ 
ting,  the  faid  fire  is  to  be  twice  or  thrice  drawn  off 
from  the  Arfnick,  by  an  Alembick  ;  that  fo  the  poi¬ 
fon  may  the  better  be  Slain,  and  the  volatility  tranf 
muted  into  a  fixity  ;  and  the  fame  Arfnick  may  be 
afterwards  molten  and  handled  with  the  other  me¬ 
tals  without  all  danger  of  poifon,  which  was  impoS- 
fible  to  be  done  afore.  For  the  Arfnick  whofe  poi- 
fonoufnels  is  not  as  yet  removed  from  it,  cannot  be 
admitted  into  the  body  without  great  danger.  Nei¬ 
ther  do  we  here  infert  the  preparation  of  fuch  medi¬ 
caments  out  of  Arfnick, and  the  like  venemous  mine¬ 
rals,  for  this  cauSe  that  they  Should  be  introduced  into 
medicine  ;  no,  for  there  are  other  fafer  medicaments 
to  be  had,  ’our  aim  herein  is  onely  this,  to  Shew 
that  even  the  moft  poifonous,  an4  moft  fugacious  or 


olatile  n  inerai..  n^ay  be  inverted  or  turned  in  and 
out  by  our  moilt  fire,  and  difpoiled  of  their  veneno- 
fity  and  rendred  fixt. 


LXXXII.  The  manner  of  tranfmuting  the  fugacious  and 
eafily  fluxible  minerals  by  the  moifi  fires  of  falts,  fo 
as  that  being  fixed  they  hardly  admit  of  fufion  or 
melting. 


”^0  exemplifie  this,  let  us  consider  of  Tin  or  Zink, 
which  are  reckoned  amongft  the  metals  of  moSl 
eaSie  melting,  and  are  moft  volatile.  For  the  vulgar 
know  that  Tin  is  molten  with  a  very  little  fire,  and 
doth  thereby  vanish  in  fume,  if  it  be  but  kept  in 
continual  flux.  But  if  it  be  calcined  by  continually 
Stirring  it  into  aShes,  it  becometh  fix,  nor  doth  it  ad¬ 
mit  of  redueffion  to  its  former  body  by  any  violence 
of  fire,  but  is  turned  into  glaSs. 

So  after  the  fame  manner  do  we  roaft  or  calcine 
Tin,  Zink,  and  the  other  flying  metals  with  our 
moift  fires,  and  burn  them  into  aShes,  and  they  Such 
ones  too  as  do  not  return  to  their  former  body,  and 
thus  ’tis  done  ;  when  we  pour  on  them  our  fiery 
liquors,  I'o  as  that  they  heat  together,  or  do  even 
by  abSlraiffion  [or  diSlillarion,]  again  free  the  faid 
metals  from  thoSe  liquors ;  for  then  theSe  metals  re¬ 
main  in  the  bottom  like  to  dead  aShes,  nor  do  they 
Siilfer  themSelves  to  be  by  any  means  reduced  to  their 
former  bodies. 

N.  B.  But  whoever  he  be  that  knows- the ufing  of 
fuch  matters  and  powders  thereunto,  as  can  reduce 
fuch  aShes  to  their  former  and  fufile  bodies,  fuch  a 
one  will  not  Spend  his  labour  in  vain ;  for  he  will 
get  a  metal  of  a  much  more  noble  and  better  nature 
than  Tin,  whofe  greateft  internal  part  is  gold  and 
Silver. 

Bur  yet  let  no  body  imagine  that  he  can  perform 
this  redudion  by  the  help  of  Borax  or  Salts ;  no,  in 
no-wiSe.  For  there  are  metallick  matters  required  to 
this  labour,  to  cauSe  a  fluxing  or  melting,  fundry 
preparations  whereof  I  have  taught  to  and  again  in 
my  writings,  but  not  under  fuch  a  title  or  name  as 
if  this  power  or  efficacy  of  thus  doing  were  aScribable 
unto  them.  For  I  have  barely  mentioned  their  ufe 
in  other  metallick  transmutations. 


LaaaIII.  How  flying  mercury 
admit  of  heating  red  hot. 


IS  to  be  fo  fixed  as  to 


p^Oagulate  common  mercury  with  common  ful- 
V-V  phur  into  a  black  aShes,  and  then  mix  this  aSh-, 
es  with  the  con-centrated  fire  of  vitriol,  or  rather 
with  Such  a  fire  as  is  extraded  from  fulphur  it  felf  ; 
fo  as  that  there  may  ariSe  from  this  mixture  a  thin 
mafs ;  of  which  maSs  put  one  or  two  lots  in  linnen  ,‘.. 
or  cotten  rags,  and  So  rowl  them  up  that  one  fold 
may  come  over  another,  and  the  mercury  may  be 
in  the  middle.  Then  tie  this  ball  firmly  and  ffrong- 
ly  with  a  thread,  and  let  it  be  environed  all  about 
with  the  fire,  that  fo  all  thoSe  rags  may  be  red  hot 
and  changed  into  Coals 

Take  out  all  this  red  hot  mafs,  let  it  cool,  fepa- 
rate  the  burnt  linnen  rags,  and  you  Shall  find  the 
mercury  turned  into  a  red  powder  ;  but  yet  it  hath 
no  ingreSs  into  the  metals,  nor  performeth  it  any 
thing  of  much  moment  in  medicine,  becaufe  it  is 
converted  by  the  burning  of  our  fire  into  a  dead 
earth.  Neither  have  I  here  mentioned  this  coagula¬ 
tion  as  if  any  gain  were  to  be  received  thencefrom  ; 
lJuc  onely  on  this  account,  that  the  moft  great  vir- 
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tues  and  powers  of  our  fires  may  by  the  opera¬ 
tion  thereof  be  demonlfrated. 

LXXXIV.  Another  experiment  eafily  demcnfirating  the 
pclliiJility  of  rendring  jnercury  confiant  in  tbefirCj  hy 
our  Jecret  fires  of  Jalts^  which  thing  the  known  and 
common  fire  can  ne%!er  do. 

MELt  one  part  of  common  and  yellow  fulphur 
in  a  crucible  or  earthen  Pot,  and  being  mol¬ 
ten  like  oil  caft  thereinto  two  parts  of  common  mer¬ 
cury,  and  mix  the  matter  well  with  a  Spatula,  that  the 
‘  fulphur  may  allurae  the  mercury,  and  may  pais 
with  it  into  a  black  mafs.  To  which  mais  you  muft 
I  yet  add  fo  much  fulphur  as  the  weight  of  the  whole 

mais  in  the  Pot  is  of.  Then  all  is  to  be  molten  to- 
:  gethcr,  and  to  be  by  well  ilirring  ib  long  mixt  untill 

;  it  get  an  afhy  colour.  Then  you  are  to  dip  in  the 
I  faid  mais  as  it  is  in  flux,  pieces  of  linnen,  fuchas  they 
!  are  wont  to  ufe  about  fuming  their  Barrels  with  a 
I  brimflony  odour,  to  preferve  them  from  ftinking. 
Such  rags  being  put  on  an  Iron  Crook  may  be  kind¬ 
led,  by  which  kindling  they  are  burnt  up,  theful- 
1  phur  and  part  of  the  mercury  vaniihing  into  the  air, 

!  but  Ibme  part  being  calcined  with  the  flame  of  the 

i  fulphur  and  fixr,  flicks  to  the  burnt  linnen.  But 

I  what  virtues  this  calcined  mercury  abounds  withall 
;  I  cannot  tell,  as  having  never  experimented  it,  and 
I  have  onely  inferted  here  this  operation,  for  this 
I  end,  that  the  power  of  our  moift  fires  may  be  made 
j  apparent.  Many  more  meditations  and  inquifuions 
‘  will  be  thereby  laid  open,  which  otherwife  would 
I  never  have  been  fought  after  nor  found  out.  For 
in  this  labour  there  operateth  a  twofold  fire,  ojiz.. 
the  vifible  flame,  and  invifible  moift  fire  which  the 
I  fulphur  hideth,  and  by  the  burning  up  of  its  body, 
manifefteth,  and  renders  vifible  and  efficacious. 

!  For  that  heavy  acid  oil  of  fulphur,  which  flicks 
I  hidden  in  all  fulphur,  performeth  moft  great  matters 
in  metalline  things  ;  and  becaufe  the  flame  or  external 
1  fire  exafperates  and  forceth  on  the  internal,  (harp 
I  and  moift  fire  of  the  fulphur,  that  acid  quality  lets 
I  upon  that  fubject  that  is  adjoyned  to  it,  and  deftroy- 
:  ech  the  lame,  and  advanceth  unto  a  more  fixed  ftate. 
j  But  that  I  may  in  fome  fbrt  fatisfie  the  greedy 
I  fearcher  after  truth  in  this  thing,  it  feems  to  me  ex- 
s  pedient  here  to  mention  the  occafion,  which  (with- 
i  out  fludyin’g  thereafter,  wx,  this  coagulation  of  mer¬ 
cury)  did  by  chance  bring  me  thereunto  ;  and  did 
chiefly  fhewme  an  excellent  Arcanum  of  bringing  all 
Wines,  Vinegars,  and  other  fuch  like  drinks  eafily 
and  fpeedily  to  a  clarity  and  tranfparency.  Such  a 
1  lecret  it  is,  as  1  believe  never  w'as  known  as  yet  to 
any,  and  therefore  worthy  to  be  here  let  down  for 
the  common  benefit  of  mankind. 

LXXXV.  An  hifiorical  difico^ery  of  the  reduElion  and 
refioration  of  tenacious  and  corrupt  PAine^  to  its  former 
clarity  and  gcodnejs. 

I  had  Ibme  Wine  in  a  VelTel  that  became  vifeid  or 
ropy  and  tenacious ;  for  the  amending  of  which, 
I  lent  for  a  Wine  cooper,  he  pours  it  out  ( as  is  the 
ufual  cuftom)  into  another  frefh  veflel,  and  ufed 
thereunto  all  his  art,  that  fb  he  might  better  it.  He 
palled  It  oft  times  through  along  Pipe  made  of  white 
I  plates,  and  perforated  with  many  fmall  holes,  and 
many  other  means  he»uled,  even  whatever  he  had 
knowledge  of,  but  yet  all  he  attempted  was  in  vaig^. 
then  at  lalt  he  put  into  the  Wine  no  fmall  portipn  of 


fair,  and  fhook  them  both  together  very  ftrongly, 
but  all  in  vain,  inlbmuch  that  he  left  my  Wine  cor¬ 
rupt  (]as  he  found  it]  and  out  of  all  hope  of  refto- 
ring  it. 

But  becaufe  there  was  too  much  fait  thrown  into 
the  Wine,  yea  fo  much  as  that  it  might  be  perceived 
even  by  the  taft-,  the  Wine  was  rendred  unfit  to 
be  drunk,  though  it  fhould  have  [thereby]  recove¬ 
red  its  former  clearnefs.  So  there  remained  nothing 
elfe  to  be  done  therewithal!,  fave  the  exrrafling  of 
its  fpirit  by  diftillation.  Yet  neverthelefs  I  had  a 
good  mind  yet  to  try  whether  or  no  it  could  poflibly 
be  freed  from  that  tenacity  :  to  this  end  therefore  I 
kindled  fbmefulphurized  rags,  being  fprinkled  over 
with  the  mineral  or  oar  of  lead  reduced  into  pow¬ 
der,  and  with  that  fume  imbued  I  my  Wine,  as  is  the 
ufual  cuftom  when  Wines  are  4:hrough  corruption 
degenerated  from  their  good  ftate  or  condition.  I 
added  thereto  the  oar  of  lead  becaufe  that  as  the 
fulphur  was  burning  the  fume  of  the  lead  might 
penetrate  the  Wine  and  precipitate  all  the  defile¬ 
ments  to  the  bottom.  But  this  experiment  did  not 
fadge.  Then  I  took  mercury  and  mixt  it  with  ful¬ 
phur  after  the  aforeftiown  manner  [in  the  forego¬ 
ing  Chapter]  and  dipt  fome  rags  therein  and  kindled 
them,  hoping  that  the  mercury  being  tranfmuted  in¬ 
to  fume  would  have  ingrefs  into  the  Wine.  But 
yet  it  appeared  quite  contrary  in  the  ufe,  the  ful¬ 
phur  indeed  was  confumed  by  burning,  but  the 
mercury  would  emit  no  fume,  but  was  contrarily 
turned  into  a  red  powder,  and  ftuck  on  to  the  burnt 
rags.  After  thefe  burnings,  (^iz,.  of  this  mercuriali¬ 
zed  fulphur )  often  reiterated,  the  Wine  did  not 
fmell  of  the  Brimftone,  as  it’s  ufual  to  do,  but  of 
Musk  or  Ambergreafe,  and  recovered  its  former 
clarity;  but  yet  not  fit  to  be  drunk  becaufe  of  the 
overmuch  quantity  of  the  fait  thrown  thereinto* 

Thus  it  happened  unto  me,  the  which  thing  others 
may  confider  of  with  a  more  accurate  meditation, 
and  may  haply  (from  this  hiftory  J  apprehend  fiich 
things, as  may  in  other  matters  be  very  profitable.  For 
it  is  not  in  vain  that  I  mention  thefe  things  in  this 
place.  Enough  is  faid  to  the  wife.  ’Tis  fufficienc 
that  I  have  fhowed  the  way,  if  any  one  refufe  to 
go  in  the  fameftet  him  blame  himfelf. 

LXXXVl.  How  our  moifi  fires  of  Salt  are  able  after  et 
fort  to  fix  the  yellow  and  common  fulphur ,  fo  that  it 
may  be  ujed  with  profit  both  in  Medicine  and  Al’ 
chymy,  •  ^ 

■^AKE  one  part  of  yellow  fulphur  beaten  into 
powder,  and  four  or  five  times  fb  much  in 
weight  of  the  con  centrated  fire  of  fait  peter,  which 
fpirit  pour  upon  the  faid  powder  in  a  glafs  cucurbit, 
and  abftradl  it  thencefrom  .feveral  times  by  an  A- 
lembick  ;  this  done,  the  fulphur  in  the  cucurbit 
will  get  a  red  colour  and  become  pellucid  or  rranf 
parent. 

Ifitrefblves  in  the  air  into  a  fat  oil,  the  opera¬ 
tion  is  well  handled  ;  if  not  the  labour  is  to  be  re¬ 
peated  either  with  the  felf  fame  fire  or  with  more 
new,  which  is  the  better  way.  For  the  faid  fires  arc 
to  be  fb  often  drawn  off  thencefrom  untill  it  flow 
l_or  refblve]  into  a  fat  oil :  An  oil  I  fay  of  fulphur 
which  is  endued  with  great  virtues,  not  onely  in 
Alchymy  and  Medicine,  but  may  likewife  be  ufed 
in  other  arts  with  a  great  deal  of  profit.  But  cfpe- 
cially  it  is  an  egregious  Balfom,  rcfifting  all  the 
ficknelfes  of  the  Lungs,  and  other  putrifying  corrup¬ 
tions, 
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tions,  as  fliall  be  apparently  evidenced  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Centuries,  more  largely  treating  about  thefe 
things. 

LXXXVII.  A  ’iVC'y  of  turning  Antimony  into  a  fmiv- 
•ivhite  medicament^  by  cur  moifl  fires  of  fait  s,  and 
which  is  of  fafe  and  profitable  ufe  againfi  the  Vlague, 
all  Fe'vers^  and  other  difeafes. 

WHEN  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  made  per  fe 
without  iron,  and  beaten  into  a  powder  is 
perfufed  or  throughly  moiftened  with  the  con  cen- 
trated  fire  of  fait  peter,  and  is  for  a  while  kept  in 
warm  fand  ;  the  moift  fire  burns  the  Regulus  of  the 
Antimony  into  a  white  powder.  After  that  the 
whole  fhall  be  of  a  white  colour,  pour  thereto  com¬ 
mon  water,  and  k  will  imbibe  or  draw  to  it  the  fire 
of  the  niter,  which  will  again  be  fitting  for  other  la¬ 
bours,  and  perform  the  office  of  fpirit  of  niter. 

The  white  powder  being  by  many  waffiings  ren- 
dred  fweet,  and  then  dried,  performs  the  office  of 
an  excellent  diaphoretick  medicament  and  may  with 
fafety  be  ufed  ;  it  ftrongly  refifts  the  Plague,  all 
Fevers  and  other  difeafes,  that  are  to  be  expelled  by 
fweat. 

LXXXVIII.  By  what  means  black  and  crude  Antimony 
is  to  be  reduced  by  the  nitrous  fre  into  a  white  pow¬ 
der^  and  the  combuftible  and  'fellow  fulphur  feparated 
therefrom,  that  it  may  ferve  as  a  Panactea  for  the 
refifiing  of  all  difeafes,  and  may  operate  by  the  four 
EmunBories,  Vomit,  Stool,  Sweat,  and  Urine, 

ANtimony  is  by  fo  much  the  better  and  nobler, 
by  how  much  the  longer  and  fairer  Rays  or 
Stria’s  it  appears  to  be  of,  and  therefore  fuch  is  of 
greater  efficacy  in  medicine  than  all  other  forts.  To 
this  therefore  being  powdered,  pour  fo  much  of  the 
nitrous  fire  as  may  ferve  to  dilfolve  it ;  the  which  fire 
will  prefently  even  in  the  cold,  begin  the  work  of  its 
dilfolving.  When  that  is  done,  put  the  glafs  in 
warm  fand  that  all  the  Antimony  may  be  diffolved, 
and  its  yellow  fulphur  may  fwim  at  top  of  the  folu- 
tion  like  a  yellow  powder.  The  folution  being  cold, 
ftrain  it  thorough  a  pure  linnen  cloatb,  and  the  ful¬ 
phur  will  ftay  behind  in  the  cloath,  and  hath  its 
peculiar  ufe  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy.  But  to  the 
folution  pour  common  water,  thereby  to  quench  and 
weaken  the  nitrous  fire,  fo  that  the  Antimony  may 
fall  down  to  the  bottom,  in  the  form  of  a  tender  and 
fnow- white  powder;  the  which  being  well  wafhed 
and  dried,  may  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  Panacea  to  drive 
away  many  difeafes  :  For  it  operateth  with  a  fingu- 
lar  efficacy  by  all  the  Emundories,  but  yet  very 
fafely,  unlefs  any  one  doth  too  foolifhly  and  unskil¬ 
fully,  abufe  the  adminiftration  ;  It  is  alfo  endued 
with  all  thofe  virtues  thatl  haveafcribed  to  my  red 
Panacaa. 

LXXXIX,  By  what  means  the  con-centred  fire  of  Kit- 
chin  fait  drives  over  Antimony  in  a  retort  like  But¬ 
ter,  and  affordeth  a  matter  of  profitable  ufe  in  Me¬ 
dicine  and  Alchymy, 

POUR  upon  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  beaten  in¬ 
to  a  powder,  the  heavy  con  centrated  oil  of 
common  fait ,  the  which  being  again  drawn  off 
thencefrom  in  a  retort  by  diftiUation,  brings  over 
with  it  as  much  of  the  Reguhis  of  the  Antimony  as  it 
can,  and  afeendeth  like  a  thick  Butter.  It  is  a  migh¬ 


ty  fire,  and  very  fit  for  the  ripening  of  forne  imma¬ 
ture  metals  ;  and  wichall  is  moft  profitable  in  Surge¬ 
ry,  and  lays  a  good  Bafis  and  foundation  for  the  cu¬ 
ring  of  incurable  and  cancerous  Ulcers.  Ifyou  pour 
water  upon  this  oil,  the  Antimony  precipitatetli  out 
of  it,  in  the  form  of  a  white  powder  ;  and  is  to  be 
afterwards  well  wafhed  and  dried  ;  fb  that  being 
reduced  into  that  white  powder,  it  becomes  a  good 
medicament  to  be  ufed  in  all  thofe  difeafes,  wherein 
the  aforefaid  medicaments  are  appliable  ;  but  with 
this  caution,  that  it  be  given  but  in  a  very  fmall 
dofe,  becaufe  it  is  of  a  more  powerfull  operation 
than  the  aforegoing  medicaments  prepared  by  the 
help  of  the  nitrous  fire  are  of,  and  that  for  this  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  the  oil  of  common  fait  makes  things 
fugacious  or  flying,  but  the  nitrous  fires  renders 
them  miore  conftant  in  the  fire. 

XC.  The  way  of  turning  mercury  into  a  red,  and  jtrong- 
h  P^^g^^S  ^^dicamcnt  by  the  operation  of  the  nitrous 
fire, 

ABftraft  two  or  three  parts  of  our  nitrous  fire, 

,  from  one  part  of  purged  mercury,  by  diftilla- 
tionina  glafs  cucurbit  ;  and  it  will  make  the  mer¬ 
cury  far  more  fixt  than  if  Acjua  Fcriis  were  many 
times  drawn  off  therefrom  by  diftiUation.  This  red 
mercury  is  to  be  freed  from  itsfaltinefs  with  common 
water,  and  fo  becomes  a  ftrong  purge,  and  is  to  be 
ufed  in  a  fmall  dofe  of  one,  two,  three,  or  at  the 
moft  four  grains,  and  effefteth  the  cure  of  Morbus 
Gallicus,  and  other  fuch  like  loathfbme  difeafes. 

After  the  fame  manner  there  may  be  eafily  prepa¬ 
red,  not  onely  fundry  and  excellent  medicaments, 
by  the  operation  of  our  moift  fires,  but  there  may 
be  likewife  done  thingsof  great  moment  in  Alchymy 
and  other  arts ;  concerning  which  time  will  not  per¬ 
mit  me  at  this  prefent  to  make  a  more  ample  narra¬ 
tion  of,  but  I  will  remit  it  to  the  next  following 
Centuries, 

Now  forafmuch  as  I  call  in  this  Treatife  the  con¬ 
centrated  fpirits  of  fair,  moift  fires,  and  yet  as  to 
their  outward  ftiape  they  reprefent  no  fhew  of  fire 
at  all  ;  I  deem  it  neceflary  to  fhew  by  a  more  firm 
demonftration,  that  they  abound  not  onely  with 
fiery  virtues,  but  alfo  are  ( after  their  infide  is  turned 
outwards,  and  their  outfide  inwards)  true,  vifible, 
palpable,  and  fenfible  fires, but  efpecially  the  nitrous 
fire,  which  beft  of  all  confirms  this  our  opinion  and 
faying,  it  being  prepared  by  the  Chymick  Art  and 
operation  out  of  a  fiery  fubjedt. 

XCI.  The  way  of  converting  or  turning  the  internal  and 
yellow  colour  of  our  moifir  and  white  nitrous  fire 
from  the  inmojl  parts,  outward,  and  making  it  vi¬ 
fible. 

That  there  is  hidden  a  yellownefs  and  red- 
nefs  in  niter,  is  not  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
ones  capacity,  but  it  is  very  eafily  likely,  and  cre¬ 
dible.  For  feeing  that  fait  peter  is  a  folar  child,  it 
muft  neceffarily  anfwer  to  [or  refemble]  its  father 
the  Sun  in  colour,  form,  virtue  and  efficacy,  if  it 
would  purchafe  belief  with  any  one  as  to  its  original 
and  nativity.  But  fait  peter  fhines  with  a  white 
colour,  but  the  Sun  is  clad  with  a  yellow  garment 
and  ffiines  like  the  fire  ;  infbmuch  that  there  is  no 
correfpondency  or  likenefs  of  tiolours,  though  other- 
wife  there  is  found  the  greateft  fimilitudein  burning, 
and  in  ripening  all  things.  This  onely  being  the 
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dilFerence  between  fait  peter  and  the  Sun,  the  one, 
the  peter  doth  particularly  onely  augment,  ri¬ 
pen  and  advance  all  things;  but  the  Sun  doth  uni* 
verlaily  beftow  on  all  things,  life,  increafe  or  growth, 
and  nutriment,  but  yet  the  fait  his  companion  is  an 
i  helping  affiftant  as  fhall  be  evidently  proved  in  the 
j  end  of  this  book 

!  1  do  verily  believe,  that  if  it  were  an  eafilyaccom- 

i  plifhable  thing  by  us,  'viz,.  to  extravert  the  internal 
I  and  innate  rednefs  in  fait  peter  outwards,  and  to 
j  feparate  the  fame  from  its  unclean  and  grofs  body, 
i  and  knew  we  how  to  render  it  fix  and  confiant, 
we  fhould  perform  things  of  moft  great  mo- 
1  ment,  in  an  univerlal  way, 

'  X  removing  of  this  doubt,  I  will  fhew 

I  that  fait  peter  is  the  fon  of  Sol,  though  (as  to  its  out- 
!  ward  Phyfiognomy,  it  refembles  nor  its  Father.  1 
j  do  therefore  fay,  that  its  Father  is  the  yellow  Sun, 

I  from  him  it  is  generated,  bur  yet  by  the  help  of  the 
white  Moon,  fhe  is  the  Mother,  and  befiows  on  it 
i  the  white  colour.  But  I  fay,  that  the  paternal 
!  bloud  and  fiery  virtues  it  hides  in  its  inmofi  bow- 
i  els.  So  wifely  is  Salt  Peter  figned  by  its  Parents, 
j  ‘viz,.hy  the  Sun  its Father,andthe  Moon  its  Mother. 

!  The  Father  befiows  on  this, his  Son  a  fiery  heart ;  the 
i  Mother  a  white  and  cold  body  ;  from  hence  ’tis  that 
it  is  clad  with  an  Hermaphroditical  nature,  being 
Male  and  Female  together,  hot  and  cold,  red  and 
white,  vivifying  and  killing. 

XCII.  Of  the  admirable  nature  of  Magnetifm,  attrac- 
!  ting  to  itfelf  its.  like. 

According  to  my  fimple  and  fmall  judgment,  the 
red  colour  of  fait  peter  is  not  (-by  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  any  other  thing;  to  be  fepa rated  from  its 
white  body,  better  and  more  commodioufly  than  by 
the  affinity  and  likenefs  of  feme  certain  magnet  that 
will  touch  it. 

For  example  :  Let  us  confider  a  little  of  common 
gold  and  common  quick-filver,  they  are  fo  linked 
withatyeof  mutual  love,  and  internal  likenefs  to 
I  each  other  ;  that  the  one  draws  the  other  unto  it 
.  felf. 

For  if  in  dealing  with  mercury  any  portion  thereof 
(hould  happen  to  fall  on  the  ground,  and  dafhing  it  felf 
into  a  thoufand  Atoms,  it  cannot  be  by  any  kind  of 
way  better  gotten  together  again,  than  by  the  help 
of  fuch  a  magnet,  as  will  attraefi  to  it  fHf  the  dif 
:  perfed  and  dilated  Atoms ;  fuch  a  magnet  metals  are, 

1  and  efpecially  gold,  as  being  conjoyned  to  it  in 
'  1  the  neareft  affinity  ;  therefore  I  fweep  together  this 
I  fo  widely  difperfed  mercury,  together  with  the 
i  earth  and  other  defilements  from  which  the  laid 
i  mercury  is  fcarcely  difiinguifhable  as  being  all  over 
1  covered  therewithal! ;  and  to  thefe  defilements  do  I 
!  put  a  piece  of  copper,  filver  or  gold,  which  being 
•  j  well  fhaken  to  and  agen  amongft  thefe  filthes,  draws 
to  it  felf  the  widely  difperfed  and  fmall  Atoms  of 
r  the  mercury,  and  fo  repovers  it  by  extrading  it  out 
i  of  all  that  rubbifh. 

Now  when  the  metal  hath  attraded  mercury 
«  enough,  and  can  attrad  no  more,  the  mercury  is  to 
( I  be  wiped  off  from  the  metal  with  a  linnen  cloath  ; 

which  being  again  well  fhook  amongft  the  trafh  as 
ft'  you  did  afore,  draws  to  it  felf  the  other  Atoms  ; 
I!  thefe  labours  are  to  be  fo  often  repeated,  till  it  be  all 
|‘  extraded,  and  fb  renders  it  thee  the  fame  without 
|;  any  lofs. 

Jufi  fb  and  after  the  felf  fame  manner  may  the  in- 


rnoft  foul,  and  which  is  largely  difperfed  throughout 
the  whole  body  of  the  fait  peter,  be  extracted  thence- 
from  ;  were  onely  fuch  a  magnet  but  known  unto 

us,  as  had  a  great  affinity  with  the  foul  of  the 
niter. 

I  will  yet  let  down  another,  and  a  more  evident 
fimilitude  ,  that  fo  the  bufinefs  may  become  ■  the 
more  c;ear  and  manifeft  and  be  the  better  under* 
flood. 

XCIII.  A  clear  and  evident  demonfiration,  ivherehy  is 
Jhown  that  even  the  mofi  hidden  things  may  be  mani- 
fejted  and  rendred  vifible  by  their  magnets. 

Let  the  admirable  nature  and  property  of  the 
common  magnet  be  well  confidered ;  nature 
having  endowed  it  with  two  plainly  contrary  vir¬ 
tues,  one  ofattradion,  the  other  of  expulfion.  For 
on  one  of  its  fides  it  draws  iron  to  it  felf,  and  on 
the  other  of  its  fides  it  drives  it  off ;  and  thus  it  does 
not  onely  in  its  great  pieces,  but  alfb  when  ’tis  bro¬ 
ken  into  very  fmall  bits.  For  always  on  one  fide  it 
draws  to  it  felf  the  iron,  and  on  the  other  fide  drives 
it  from  it  felf,  by  this  operation  refpeding  both  poles 
viz.,  the  Northern  and  the  Southern.  * 

But  to  return  to  my  purpofe.*  I  will  demonftrate 
by  evident  examples  and  operation,  that  the  inmofi 
and  mofi  hidden  nature  and  properties  of  things 
are  wont  to  be  mofi  evidently  manifefted  and, ob¬ 
tained,  by  attrading,  and  repelling  magnets.  For  all 
the  things  that  are,  have  their  enemies  and  their 

friends,  as  fhall  be  proved  in  the  following  opera” 
tions.  r 

XCIV.  An  operation  demonjlrating  or  affirming,  that 
the  internal  and  hidden  natures  and  properties  of  thmgs 
may  be  manifefied  and  obtained  by  attrailive  or  re- 
pulfive  magnets. 

DIflblve  fbme  lots  of  lead,  and  fuch  as  is  wholly 
void  of  filver,  in  Aq.  Fertis,  and  precipitate  the 
lead  by  pouring  thereunto  fbme  fait  water,  this  [pre¬ 
cipitated  leadj  wafh  with  fair  water  and  dry  it. 
Takefome  three  or  four  ounces  of  this  Calx  of  leadj 
and  thereto  admix  a  fifth  part  of  pure  gold,  being 
firft  reduced  into  mofi  pure  and  mofi  fubtile  Atom^ 
on.  fuch  wife  as  hath  been  taught  in  other  places  of 
my  writings  ;  but  if  you  have  not  at  hand  fuch  a 
Calx,  ufe  anDther  Calx  of  gold  prepared  any  kind  of 
way,  but  yet  the  firft  Calx  is  the  fitteft  for  this  ope¬ 
ration.  Melt  both  the  Calx's,  viz,,  theleaden  and 
golden  one  in  a  crucible,  that  the  lead  may  become 
a  fufile  ftone  ;  but  the  gold  Calx  will  (by  this  ope-  y 
ration)  be  much  heavier,  and  be  white,  this  whire- 
nefs  is  nothing  elfe  fave  pure  and  good  filver,  drawn 
out  of  Saturn  by  Sol  fympathetically,  and  made  vifi¬ 
ble,  which  (afore)  lay  hidden  in  the  lead  in  a  fpi- 
ritual  and  invifible  manner. 

But  fbme  mav  here  demand ;  forafmuch  as  there 
is  fb  much  filver  hidden  in  all  lead,  whence  comes  it 
that  none  are  found  that  get  it  out  from  thence  ?  I 
anfwer,  that  there  are  indeed  a  many  that  would 
get  out  great  niafles  of  filver  out  of  lead,  did  they 
but  underftand  the  art,  and  could  fb  bring  it  to  ef- 
fed.  But  feeing  they  are  ignorant  of  the  natures 
of  metals  and  their  properties,  and  know  not  how 
to  do  any  thing,  they  cannot  become  mafiers  6f 
their  wifhes.  Now  in  this  extrafiion,  there  is  a  two¬ 
fold  caufe  prefenrs  is  felf,  viz,.  Sympathy,  and  An¬ 
tipathy.  The  gold  by  reafon  of  the  kin  and  amiily 
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it  hath  with  the  lead,  draws  thencefrom  unto  it 

felf  the  fnititual  (liver ;  and  becaufe  of  an  inbred 
hatred  it  lias  to  fait,  it  drives  away  the  fame  from 
it  (elF  The  go’d  therefore  .(in  extradling  the  Ipi- 
rirual  filver  out  of  the  lead,  hath  an  affiant,  aiding 
it  by  a  contrary  operation,  and  fo  bringing  to  pafs, 
that  there  is  fb  much  the  more  filver  extrafted,  be¬ 
caufe  the  fait  being  added  to  the  lead,  doth  by  rea- 
fon  of  that  inbred  enmity  and  difference ’twixt  it  and 
filver  drive  this,  [yiz:  the  filver]  away  from  it  as 

.its  enemy.  ,  ,  ,  .  •  u 

And  although  that  out  of  fuch  lead  prepared  with 
fait  may  filveV  be  always  molten,  yea  without  ad 
ding  any  gold  thereunto,  meeiiy  becaufe  of  the 
.inimicitioLifheis  that  is  between  fi.ver  and  fait,  where¬ 
by  is  cauled  that  the  filver  is  thruft  out  of  the  lead 
by  the  fame  as-  by  its  enemy  ;  yet  fo  much  filver  is 
not  gotten  by  that  way,  no  not  by  the  half,  as  is 
dr  awn  out  by  the  addition  of  gold 

For  when  the  gold  attradls,  and  the  fait  expels, 
there  are  made  two  adlions  together,  the  one  by 


that  lie  accurately  ponder  thereupon  in  his  mind, 
that  fb  he  may  thereby  arrive  to  things  of  great 
moment  by  a  well  examining  of  the  fame. 

Now  as  it  hath  been  clearly  and  evident'y  taught 
that  fixt  fffver  may  be  gotten  out  of  any  lead,  as 
well  by  Sympathy  as  by  Antipathy,  even  fo  may  it 
ealily  be  proved,  that  the  fpinruai  gold  may  be  ex- 
trailed  our  of  other  metals,  partly  by  Antipathy, 
and  partly  by  Sympathy,  but  much  eafier  by  An¬ 
tipathy  and  Sympathy  joynrly  together,  fb  that 
one  matter  may  draw  unto  its  felf  the  objeiff  it  loves, 
and  the  ocher  may  drive  from  it  what  it  hates  ;  as 
we  have  proved  in  lead,  if  then  this  may  be  done 
in  metals,  why  may  it  not  be  likewiledone  in  other 
fiabjeds. 

We  will  therefore  proceed  on  and  fee,  whether  or 
no  it  can  be  fb  brought  to  pafs,  that  the  hidden 
rednefsmay  be  drawn  out  of  fait  peter  by  Sympathy 
and  Antipathy. 

Having  therefore  underfiood  by  the  things  alrea¬ 
dy  fpoken,  that  like  draws  to  it  felf  its  like, -and  is 


there  are  maue  two  acuons  j  r  .  .  .  -- 

5vmpajhy,  the  other  by  Antipathy,  both  aiming  at  repelled  trpm  us  unlike,  there  remains  nothing  elfe 
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this  niiirk,  tocxtrddt  the  hidden  lilvcr  and  gold 
out  of  the  lead. 

Let  there  be  evaporated  in  a  cupel  two  fimall  cen¬ 
tenaries  or  hundreds  weight,  each  of  like  weight  ; 
and  to  one  of  the  centenaries  add  fbnie  pounds  (of 
the  proportionable  fm.all  weight  as  the  centenaries 
are)  of  pure  gold,  and  theie  will  come  from  that 
centenary  more  filver  by  the  help  of  the  gold,  than 
from  the  other,  whereto  was  added  no  gold  :  But 
the  gain  by  this  operation  will  not  be  much,  or  hap¬ 
ly  none  at  all  ^  but  this  is  onely  to  fhew,  that  it  is 
verily  pcffible,  for  gold  being  put  upon  the  cupel 
with  lead,  to  get  fbnic  filver  thereout  of,  and  to  be 
more  in  weight ;  which  effe(ft  is  prcduced  onely 
by  a  fympathetical  facif.ty.  Be  now  if  fait  doth  alfo 
lend  to  gold  its  affiflance,  then  is  there  a  twofold 
operation  of  a  double  operator  ;  whilft  in  extrading 
of  the  filver  out  of  the  lead,  the  gold  is  occupied  in 
attrading,  and  the  fait  in  expulfion. 

Thefc  things  were  of  neceflky  to  be  laid  open  by 
me,  forafmuch  as  they  teach  by  what  means  the  in- 
mo’lt  and  moft  pure  parts  are  to  be  feparared  from 
the  more  grofis  ;  fo  that  every  one  may  know  the 
natures  and  properties  of  things  themfelves,  wz... 
with  what  love  they  imbr,ace  each  other,  or  what 
hatred  there  is  betwixt  them. 

By  this  experiment  then,  may  any  wife  and  iin- 
derflanding  man  eafily  leani  and  believe,  that  even 
out  of  fait  peter  or  [any]  other  white  body,  the 
red  foul  may  bcextraided.  Whofbever  therefore  fhall 
know  how  to  get  thefe  helpers,  'viz,.  Sympoathy  and 
Antipathy  for  his  purpofe,  fhall  never  labour  in 
vain,  but  fliall  at  all  times  reap  fruit  by  his  labours. 

And  as  we  have  fhewn  that  out  of  any  lead,  by  dor  of  the  Sun,  and 


the  help  of  gold,  a  good  part  of  filver  may  be  extrac¬ 
ted  ;  ib  likewife  may  the  fame  be  clearly  proved  to 
be  done  with  the  other  metals,  and  which  may  alfo 
beeffeded  withoutthehelp  of  gold.  Yet  neverthelefs 
the  more  fixt  metal  doth  more  readily  and  willingly 
atradthe  more -volatile  and  purer  part  of  the  other 
impurer  metals,  than  an  unclean  metal  cloth,  and 
even  much  more  readily  yet,  when  there  is  afore 
adjoyned  to  that  metal  from  which  any  thing  is  to 
be  extraded,  an  enemy  of  that  thing  which  you 
labour  to  ext  rad. 

Upon  this  account  therefore  was  I  willing  to  infert 
an  experiment,  that  fo  none  might  account  of  the 
thing  mentioned  as  of  Imall  moment,  but  rather 


for  us  to  do  but  to  know  what  that  like  is,  by  which 
fait  peter  fuffers  it  felf  to  be  extraded. 

When  we  advifedly  confider  the  rife  or  birth  of 
fait  p.ecer,  it  is  not  to  us  unknown  that  it  draws  its 
originality  from  the  excrements  of  animals,  but  ef- 
pecially  from  the  dung  of  horned  Beafts,  iis  Cows 
and  fiteep.  And  forafinuch  as  Sheep  and  Cows  do 
feed  onely  on  Herbs  and  Grafs  that  grow  in  the 
Fields,  and  that  thofe  vegetables  do  proceed  from 
the  terreftrial  lak  by  the  help  of  the  fblar  beams,  it 
is  more  clearly  evident  than  the  Noon  day  light, 
that  the  hot  Sun  is  the  Father  of  fait  peter  and  the 
cold  night  the  Mother,  the  earth  the  Nurfe,  and 
Salt  the  Food,  nutriment. and  encreafe  of  the  lame  ; 
the  which  is  .  to  be  underltood  as  in  reference  to  the 
ffffrcroco/w  or  great  World.  But  the  vegetables,  or  all 
fhrubs,  herbs,  and  all  grabs  which  arife  out  of  the 
earth  in  the  Macrocofm,  cannot  be  more  aptly  com.- 
pared  with  ought,  than  with  the  Hairs  and  VVool  of 
Men  and  Beafts,  which  are  born  our  of  the  earth  of 
the  Mtcrccojm  or  out  of  the  animal  body,  like  as 
the  fhrubs  and  herbs,  and  grafs  do  fpring  forth  and 
grow  out  of  the  Macrocojnncal  Earth.  Upon  this 
fcore,  the  hairs,  hoofs,  or  claws,  and  horns  of 
Beafts  ;  likewife  the  feathers  and  claws  of  Birds,  and 
alfo  the  teeth  and  fcales  of  Fifhes,  do  altogether 
fquare  as  to  their  llmilitude  with  fait  peter  ;  they  be¬ 
ing  fitch  things  as  whereout  of,  together  with 
other  the  fuperfluous  excrements  of  nature,  true  and 
good  fait- peter  may  be  made  with  ea(e. 

And  like  as  to  the  procreation  of  vegetables  in 
the  Microcojm,  and  for  their  increafe  or  growth, 
there  is  requifite  a  fat  and  fait  earth,  the  warm  fplen- 
flnr  nf  fhf  .Sun.  and  the  fruirftill  Rain,  wheiebyall 


kinds  of  fruits  are  born,  and  ripened  ;  but  contrari- 
ly  by  the  penury  or  want  of  fait  (it  being  the  onely 
nutriment,)  and  of  the  warm  Sun  beams,  and  of 
the  Rain  which  is  the  prom^jter  of  all  fertility, every 
thing  that  is  vegetable  mull:  needs  perifh  and  die; 
even  lb  is  it  in  the  body  of  Man  :  For  as  long  as  the 
heart  of  Man  is  in  a  profperous  healrhfulnefs,  and 
that  the  central  fire,  or  vital  fpirir,  and  radical  moif- 
ture  be  not  de'e-ffivc,  all  things  are  well  and  in  good 
equipage,  and  the  whole  body  rakes  incrciTle  or 
growth,  and  the  hairs  grow  plentifully  :  But  on  the 
contrary,  when  meat  and  drink  fail,  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  (utters  lots,  confuimes  and  withers  away  and  the 
hairs  fall  off. 

But 
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But  to  compnfc  all  in  brief,  I  fay,  that  all  growths 
and  augmentations  as  well  in  the  Macrococoftm  as  in 
the  Mkrocoftm.,  imift  of  ne^effity  be  at  a  ftand  and 
Icllen  as  fbon  as  the  warm  folar  beams,  together 
with  the  nutriment  it  felf  ceafeth  and  is  deficient.  So 
then  it  is  a  truth,  that  in  Man  as  being  a  Mkronofm 
or  little  VVorld,  and  in  the  other  amimals,  the  ii;  irs 
maybe  compared  with  the  Trees,  Shrubs,  Herb*:,  and 
Grafs  of  the  great  Wfjrld,  becaufe  of  the  gret  c  like- 
nefs  that  is  between  them. 

And  therefore  the  hairs  of  animals  and  hoofs, 
claws,  feathers  and  fcales  of  them  are  very  like  to 
tail  peter,  infomuch  that  one  part  doth  after  a  fym- 
pathetical  manner  extraift  from  the  other,  the  moft 
great  virtues  and  inmoft  foul,  and  Co  one  doth  mani- 
Icft  the  other. 

Fore.xample,  when  the  skin,  hairs,  claws,  hoofs, 
or  nails  of  a  man  or  any  other  animal,  as  likewifethe 
feathers  of  Birds  are  fmeared  with  the  fpiritof  nicer, 
or  anointed  therewithal!,  they  prefently  become  as 
yellow  as  gold,  and  do  as  t’were  put  on  a  golden 
hue..  It  may  now  be  demanded,  from  whence 
arifeth  that  colour  i  comes  it  from  the  hairs  them 
felvcs,  or  from  the  niter  fpirit.^  If  that  golden  colour 
did  arife  from  the  hairs  themfclves,  then  it  would  of 
iieceOity  be,  that  it  fhould  alfo  difeover  it  felf,  when 
the  hairs  are  moiftened  with  other  fharp  and  ftrong 
waters  ;  but  thus  ’twill  never  do,  but  onely  when 
they  are  fmeared  with  the  fpirst  of  niter,  or  elfe 
wich^^.  Fcm.f,whichcontaineth  the  niter  fpirit.  From 
thefe  thingstherefore  it  is  evident,  that  the  fuperflui- 
ties  of  the  Mkrocoftm  have  a  moft  notable  affinity  with 
the  fuperfluities  of  the  Macroeefm^  wz,.  herbs,  and 
grafs.  Flence  com.es  it  to  pafs,  that  one  part  draws 
or  fucks  from  the  other  part  its  beft  virtues  and 
power,  and  renders  them  vifible,.  which  afore  lay 
hidden  invifibly  and  impalpably  in  their  grofs  bodies. 

xcv.  The  manner  of  extrahi  ihg  out  of  niter  its  gold- 1  ike 
foul. 


This  done,  all  the  corroding  faculty  is  raki.  n  away 
from  that  fire,  which  faid  fire  doth  by  this  operation 
return  to  its  former  nature,  and  is  changed  into  fiich 
a  fait  peter  as  it  was  afore  irs  being  converted  into 
a  moift  fire.  Out  of  this  fa  It  peter,  being  now  made 
purer  and  better  by  fb  many  converfions  and  ope¬ 
rations,  may  a  new  moift  fire  be  extracted  by  tlilfil- 
lation  and  con  centrarion,  which  is  far  better  and 
much  ftronger  than  the  former. 

And  now  if  this  fecond  moift  fire  be  again  ex- 
tinguifhed  with  a  Lixivium  of  fixt  niter,  and  be 
again  turned  into  fait  peter, and  this  peter  be  by  anew 
diftillation  and  con  centration  turned  into  a  moift 
fire,  this  faid  fire  will  be  endued  with  far  greater 
virtues :  For  in  every  mortification  and  vivificarion 
it  becomes  one  degree  ftronger,nobler,  and  more  effi¬ 
cacious;  and  fo  is  the  fait  peter  it  felf  too  by  thofe  con- 
yerfionsand  reductions  e.xalted  feveral  degrees,  and 
is  at  length  brought  to  that  pafs,  that  it  can  do  more 
wonderfull  things  than  the  common  is  wont  to  do; 
for  one  pound  of  fuch  a  fait  peter  being  exalted  to 
the  utmoft  degree  of  fubtilty  is  far  more  efficacious 
than  many  pounds  of  common  fait  peter,  and  ftron¬ 
ger,  and  much  excels  it  in  virtue.  But  it  is  not  ex¬ 
pedient  that  every  one  fhould  know,  what  may  be 
effected  with  fuch  a  moft  fubtile  and  moft  pure"  fait 
peter. 

The  ancient  Philofbphers  hid  the  preparation  and 
ufe  of  common  fait  peter  ;  and  why  fhould  not  we 
alfo  hide  fuch  a  fait  peter  exalted  to  the  utmoft  de¬ 
gree  of  fubtilty,  wherewith  the  common  peter  is  not 
at  all  comparable, efpecially  in  all  fuch  labours  where- 
unto  the  common  fbrt  is  wont  to  be  applied,  this 
operates  much  readiler,  and  far  better  and  more 
effedually. 

But  that  the  truth  may  be  clearer  than  the  noon¬ 
day,  I  will  add  one  operation  of  a  metallick  tranfmu- 
tation,  by  which  it  fhall  be  clearly  evidenced  unto 
every  one  what  fuch  a  moft  fubtile  fait  peter  is  able 
to  effed. 


IF  we  wou’d  go  the  near  eft  way  to  work  with  ni¬ 
ter  to  extrad  ics  l()u!,  then  the  grofs  niter  is  firft 
to  be  mundified  by  diftillation,  then  afterwards  out 
of  this  purged  body  is  the  moft  pure  part  to  be  ex- 
traded  by  a  convenient  magnet,  and  the  grofs  foeccs 
to  be  removed  ;and  this  moft  pure  foul  to  be  brought 
by  concentration  and  fixation  to  the  utmoft  degree  of 
pertedion  and  dignity. 

And  albeit  1  could  here  fet  down  in  mote  clear 
expreffions,  the  manner  of  extrading  it,  yet  1  am 
not  lb  minded  to  do  becaule  of  the  unworthy.  Let 
this  manududion  fuffice,  whereby  is  fhown  what- 
means  it  is  to  be  done  by,  viz,,  by  fome  magnet 
attrading  to  it  felf  its  like  by  a  magnetick  operation. 
1  canat  al!  times  exhibit  (uch  a  yellow  gold  like  foul 
of  niter,  and  ufe  it  in  the  ficknefles  of  my  neighbour. 
But,  enough  as  touching  thefe  matters,  we  fhall  be 
more  large  concerning  them,  in  the  following  Cen¬ 


turies. 


XCVI.  View  the  moift-  and  cold  fire  of  niter  is  to  be  fo 
ordered  as  to  yield  its  vifible  fame. 

PUT  fome  ounces  of  our  con  centrated  and  moift 
fire  of  niter  in  a  glafs,  and  pour  thereupon 
drop  by  drop  a  fharp  Lixivium  made  of  Wood  allies, 
or  rather  of  fixed  niter,  and  keep  pouring  on  fblong, 
fift  all  the  nolle,  fuming,  and  ebullition  ceafe,  and 
that  the  moift  fire  it  felf  be  wholly  allayed  and  flain. 


XCVII.  An  operation  fthewing  the  manner  how  by  the 
hef  of  fait  feter  promoted  to  the  higheft  degree  of  fub¬ 
tilty,  the  fuperfluous  combuftible  (ulfhur  of  the  imper- 
fetl  metals  may  be  kindled  and  burnt  up ;  even  as 
common  fire  burns  up  wood,  infomuch  as  nothing  will 
be  left  remaining  Jave  a  little  fixt  fait  and  ajhes  ;  fo 
likewife  in^hu  burning  up  of  the  impure  metals  by 
our  moft  pure  j alt  peter,  there  remains  alfo  nothing 
fave  that  fixt  gold  and  filver  which  lay  fpritually 
hidden  in  the  metal, _  and  is  fnowf^  left  by  the  com¬ 
buftible  Scoria’s. 


'C'V’ery  one  knows  that  out  of  the  common  Sale 
l_v  Peter  and  Brimftone  ,  may  Gunpowder  be 
made  ;  but  yet  ftiort  in  goodnefs,  of  that  which  is 
made  of  purified  fait  peter.  By  how  much  the  pu¬ 
rer  and  fubtiler  the  fait  peter  is,  fo  much  the  better 
and  ftronger  powder  doth  it  make.  The  fame  may 
be  underltood  as  touching  the  other  ufes  of  fait 
peter. 

Further,  every  one  knows  that  the  common  fait  pe¬ 
ter  reduceth  the  common  metals  into  a  Scoria  by  bur¬ 
ning  them,  and  wafheth  gold  and  filver,  and  leaves 
them  pure,  concerning  which  fiery  wafhing  I  have 
hitherto  mentioned  feveral  things.  But  that  the 
common  fait  peter  doth  perform  this  wafhing  better 
than  the  pure,  and  this  pure  better  and  more  effi- 
cacioufty  than  the  pureft,  is  no  fuch  matter  in  the 
leaft,  which  thing  experience  will  moft  manifeftly 

open 
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open  to  him  who  will  try  the  lame.  Verily  a  fmall 
fire  will  nor  do  thole  things  which  a  greater  will  do, 
nor  will  this  greater  effeCl;  fuch  things  as  the  greareft 
will,  and  this  is  fo  evident  and  manifeft  that  there  is 
none  dares  deny  it. 

Take  one  part  of  the  Regulm  of  Antimony  and 
four  parts  of  pure  Tin  ;  melt  them  in  a  crucible  and 
pour  them  out,  and  let  them  cool  ;  this  mafs  makes 
all  iron  and  Peel  fufile,  therefore  when  you  would 
melt  iron  or  ftcel,  fill  a  crucible  with  either  of  the 
metals,  fet  it  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  and  leave  it  lb 
long  in  the  Coles  till  all  the  matter  wax  highly  red 
hot.  Then  take  off  the  cover  and  put  into  the  cru¬ 
cible,  half  as  much  of  the  faid  mixt  mafs  of  Regulm 
of  Antimony  and  Tin,  as  the  iron  or  fteel  put  in  the 
crucible  weighed,  then  put  on  the  cover,  and  cover 
it  over  with  the  Coles,  and  urge  the  fire  as  ftrongly 
as  ever  polfibly  you  can,  that  fo  the  mafs  you  put  in, 
may  caufe  the  iron  or  fteel  to  melt.  When  ’tis  all 
well  molten,  pour  it  prefently  forth,  leafl:  the  Tin 
flying  away  in  fume,  leave  the  molten  iron,  and  fo 
it  returned  to  its  former  hardnefs  and  not  fuffer  it 
felf  to  be  fufed. 

This  matter  confifting  of  the  Regulm  of  Antimony, 
Tin,  and  Iron,  or  Steel,  is  lb  hard,  that  you  may 
ftrike  fire  thereout  of  with  a  flint. 

Now  then  if  you  would  experiment  the  abovefaid 
combultion  or  burning  up,  take  a  good  ftrong  cru¬ 
cible  made  of  potters  earth,  and  fill  it  with  fait  peter, 
let  it  on  live  Coals  fo  that  the  fait  peter  may  melt, 
then  having  caft  your  tin  and  iron  in  the  form  of 
fmall  rods,  heat  one  end  of  the  rods  fo  as  not  to 
melt,  hold  the  other  end  in  a  pair  of  Tongs,  and  put 
it  into  the  molten  lalt  peter,  that  the  iron  together 
with  the  tin  and  Regulus  of  Antimony  may  be  burnt 
up  as  if  it  were  wood,  and  vanilh  away  with  the 
flame  into  a  fume.  For  almoft  all  tin  and  iron  are 
a  meer  fulphur,  and  being  confumed  by  the  flame, 
leave  nothing  elfe  in  the  crucible  lave  Scorias,  which 


the  con  centra  ted  fpirits  of  fait,  that  I  mull  necef 
farily  pafs  over  here,becaufe  the  number  of  this  Cen¬ 
tury  is  already  up,  and  therefore  muft  I  refer  thern 
to  the  following  Centuries. 

And  forafmuch  as  there  is  frequent  mention  made 
in  this  Century,  of  glalles  and  crucibles,  which  none 
can  be  without  in  the  preparing  and  ufe  of  thefe 
moift  fires,  becaul'e  of  the  many  hazards  and  lofles 
wherewithal  common  inftruments  are  accompanied, 
for  they  often  break,  or  elfeeafily  let  out  or  Ipill  the 
boiHng  matters ;  it  is  altogether  requifite  that  I  Ihould 
here  have  manifefted  this  excellent  invention  of  mine, 
which  preventeth  all  iuch  difeommodities  j  and  which 
I  hinted  at  in  the  fecond  part  of  my  Miraculum 
Mundi. 

But  whereas  I  have  beftowed  both  thofe  inven¬ 
tions  there  on  the  poor,  of  meer  gift,  it  would  be  an 
unjuft  thing  to  take  away  from  them  what  is  theirs  ; 
nay  rather  they  fhould  '  have  by  good  right  more 
beftowed  on  them.  So  then  being  not  able  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther  as  to  this  cale,  this  thing  onely  re¬ 
mains,  'viz^.  an  affirmation  that  neither  Medicine 
nor  Alchymy  can  want  or  be  without  fuch  excellent 
Inventions.  But  yet  if  any  one  defires  to  have  them, 
he  may  write  to  thofe  two  men,  to  whom  I  have 
given  them,  that  they  may  trade  for  the  poor ;  what- 
Ibever  any  one  that  is  defirous  of  knowing  thofe  fe- 
crets  fliall  bargain  with  them  for,  he  will  not  be 
repulfed  but  obtain  his  defire,  and  purchafe  from 
them  the  fecret ;  the  which  procefs  I  will  neverthe- 
lefs  deferibe,  omitting  the  naming  of  the  matters. 

XCVIII.  The  way  of  putting  glaJJ'es  in  difiillathn  and 

digefiion^  and  fo  conferring  them^  that  the  boiling 

matter  be  not  Jfdt. 


T 


AKE 


with  this  matter  fence  your  glafs,  that  the  matters 
being  w'affied  with  water,  and  boiled  on  a  cupel  or  I  you  put  into  them  run  not  out,  or  be  fpilt,  and  you 


teft  with  lead  and  blown  off,  do  leave  behind,  the 
true  gold  and  filver  hidden  in  both  metals. 

For  when  by  the  flame  of  fo  pure  a  fait  peter,  the 
impure  fulphur  of  the  iron  and  tin  is  burnt  up,  it 
muft  necelfarily  be  that  what  good  foever  was  in  the 
metals  do  remain  behind. 

I  do  not  therefore  here  fet  down  this  operation, 
as  if  I  would  thereby  promife  any  one,golden  moun¬ 
tains.  No  fuch  matter.  For  I  onely  manifeft  thefe, 
and/uchlike  labours  meerly  for  this  end,  that  every 
one  may  know,  that  fait  peter  being  brought  to  a 
requifite  purity,  is  wont  to  burn  up  imperfedt  metals 
as  one  burns  up  wood  ;  and  it  may  be  eafily  gather¬ 
ed  thencefrom,  that  fuch  a  pure  fait  peter  doth  as  to 
its  virtues  much  exceed  the  common  peter. 

As  for  fuch  like  labours  jaf  burning  up  theimper- 
fedt  metals  by  fait  peter  purified  in  a  due  manner, 
and  of  getting  pure  gold  and  filver  with  profit,  they 
ffiall  be  taught  in  the  following  Century  ( God  wil¬ 
ling.) 

For  even  as  this  firft  Century  doth  for  the  moft 
part  treat  of  fire  and  fait ;  fo  the  chiefeft  part  of  the 
following  Century  fhall  treat  of  the  wonderfull  and 
great  efficacy  of  purified .  fait  peter  in  deftroying, 
and  reducing  metals,  and  that  with  great  bettering 
of  them,  and  with  no  fmall  profit.  And  albeit  I  was 
defirous  of  inferring  in  this  firft  Century,  fuch  like 
profitable  betterings  of  the  m.etals,  yet  it  could  not 
well  be  done ;  principally  becaufe  that  there  are 
many  other  things  concerning  the  profitable  ufe  of 


fhall  not  lofe  them. 

XCIX.  Tloe  manner  of  preparing  fuch  crucibles  as  will 
hold  metals  in  flux  a  long  time,  and  which  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  broken  nor  melted. 


R. 


mix  thefe  matters  and  moiften  them  with  common 
water,  that  they  may  be  converted  into  a  mafs,  of 
which  you  fhall  (by  a  crucible  mold)  frame  fmall 
and  great  crucibles,  knocking  them  into  your  mold 
with  an  heavy  mallet,  according  to  the  manner  I 
deferibed  in  the  fifth  part  of  my  Furnaces.  Then 
take  them  forth  of  the  mold  and  dry  them  in  the 
air,  and  when  they  are  dry  ufe  them ;  for  they  need 
not  any  burning  in  the  Potters  Furnace.  They  will 
(being  rightly  handled)  ftand  a  long  time  in  the 
coals,  and  will  not  chap,  neither  will  they  melt  with 
the  moft  vehement  fire. 

C.  An  infallible  demonfiration^  that  in  fait  and  fire 
all  things  lie  hidden  ;  or,  that  by  the  help  of  the  Sun 
and  Salt  all  things  are  generated^  arife,  grow,  and 
encreafe. 

FOrafmuch  as  I  caufed  to  be  ftamped  at  thebe- 
ginning  of  this  fmall  work,  a  circle  with  afquare 


in  its  infide,  and  with  thefe  annexed  words.  In  the 
Sm^  and  in  Salt  are  all  things  \  ( the  truth  of  which 

figure 
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figure  and  infcriprion  is  fuffidcntly  enough  evidenced 
by  the  ib  many  operations  defcribed  in  this  Centu¬ 
ry  ;)  it  feemed  worth  while  unto  me,  to  make  an 
alTertion  herein  the  end  of  this  Treatife  by  a  true 
and  evident  demonfiration,  that  all  things  are  pro¬ 
created,  conferved,  and  encreafed  by  the  Sun  and 
Salt,  as  being  the  principal  and  moft  noble  creatures 
of  God  ;  but  with  this  provizo,  that  there  be  prefent 
the  feeds  of  thofe  things  that  require  multiplication. 

I  For  though  the  Sun  and  Salt  were  yet  far  excellenter 

i  and  nobler  lubjeds  than  they  now  be, yet  notwithftan- 
!  ding  could  they  not  produce  or  generate  fo  much  as 
■  the  iinalleft:  herb  or  meaneft  worm  (to  fay  nothing 
1  ofa  ManJ  without  feed.  If  wehavebut  feed,  then 
I  it  is  permitted  us  by  God,  to  propagate  the  fam.e  by 
i  the  Sun  and  Salt.  The  begetting  of  feeds,  God 
1  hath  referved  to  himfelf  alone.  The  feed  therefore 
j  IS  for  us  fufficient,  which  if  we  have,  we  are  able  to 
I  propagate  and  encreafe  it  even  to  infinity,  by  the 
efficacy  of  the  Sun  and  Salt,  (that  univerfal  nutri¬ 
ment  of  all' things.) 

The  univerfal  medicament  and  nutriment  that  the 
'  Countrey  men  ufe  about  conferving  thejr  Vineyards, 

I  Grounds,  and  Paftures,  is  the  Dung  of  Cattle  and 
j  Sheep ;  from  the  which  Dung  being  laid  to  the 
!  roots  of  the  Vines  and  Trees,  and  thrown  into  the 
Fields  and  Paftures,  the  Vegetables  do  attrad  their 
necellary  nutriment,  do  grow  and  bring  forth  fruits 
i  need  full  for  the  fupport  and  nourifhment  of  Men 
and  Beads. 

But  forafinuchi  as  this  nutriment  which  all  the  Ve 
getables  do  extraft  out  of  the  Dung  of  the  Beads  is 
nothing  elfe  but  a  urinous  Salt,  and  that  we  know 
how  to  prepare  out  of  the  common  Salt,  fuch  a 
urinous  Salt  which  may  be  ufed  about  dunging  and 
j  fatning  the  Earth  indsad  of  Dung,  therefore  verily 
j  -we  may  be  without  that  faid  Dung,  being  but  fur- 
1  nithed  with  fuch  a  Salt  ;  the  which  being  Alkaliza- 
ted  by  the  fire  doth  extend  it  felf  much  wider,  or 
goes  farther,  and  dures  much  longer  in  the  Earth, 
nourifhing  and  dunging  it,than  the  Beads  Dung  doth. 

Befides  it  gives  to  all  Fruits  and  Corn,  a  far  fwee- 
‘  ter  favour,  and  fmell,  than  Dung  it  felf  doth,  the 
truth  of  which  will  eafily  appear  to  him  that  will 
make  tryal  of  the  fame  Nay  more,  and  what  is  of 
far  greater  moment  ;  there  may  (by  the  help  of  fuch 
Salts,  be  communicated  to  Fruits,  efpecially  to  thofe 
that  grow  on  Trees,  and  to  Grapes,  a  mod  fra- 
i  grant  odour  ;  if  indead  of  Dung,  fuch  Salts  be  ufed 
i  to  the  Fields  and  Gardens,  and  fomefpices  or  other 
things  ofa  fragrant  finell  be  maxed  with  thofe  Salts, 

!  and  put  to  the  roots  of  the  Vegetables.  An  example 
i  will  iliudrate  it  more  clearly. 

!  Flow  up  foine  part  of  fome  barren  Ground,  fuch 
‘  I  as  is  fb  for  want  of  Dung  ;  or,  even  fome  meer  fan- 
dy  Ground,  and  throw  upon  it  of  the  faid  fait  as 
!  much  as  is  (ufficient,  and  by  plowing  mix  it  with  the 
Earth  it  felf,  and  fow  therein  any  kind  of  grain  you 
pleale,  and  it  will  fpring  up  out  of  the  faked  Earth 
or  Sand,  and  be  encreafed,  and  recompence  the 
pains  taken  about  it,  w'ith  an  hundred  fold  encreafe 
of  the  feed,  even  jud  as  if  you  had  dunged  it, 
nay  better  than  with  the  common  Dunging. 

And  now  I  pray,  whence  doth  that  faculty  of 
growing,  encreafing,  and  multiplying  arife,  fave 
from  Salt  alone,  which  you  lowed  your  barren 
Field  withall  i  For  the  feed  cannot  purchafe  to  it 
' .  felf  nutriment,  and  aliment,  growth  and  encreafe 
5,  j  from  the  barren  Sand  and  Rain-water  onely.  And 

■tl.i  this  you  may  try  the  truth  of  very  eafily,  if  you  fill 
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two  wooaen  Chefts  or  Boxes  with  common  Sand, 
and  put  to  the  Sand  in  one  of  them  one,  two,  or 
three  pounds  of  that  inverted  Salt,  ( according  to  the 
bignefs  or  fmallnefs  of  your  box)  and  in  the  other 
box  let  there  be  onely  Sand.  If  now  you  fow  divers 
feeds  in  each  of  the  Sands,  and  fet  them  in  the  air, 
moiftening  them  with  Rain-water,  thofe  feeds  will 
indeed  grow  out  of  both  the  Sand-boxes  and  get  in- 
creafe,  but  yet  that  which  grows  where  it  has  been 
fprinkled  with  Salt  is  far  fuller  and  perfeder,  info- 
much  that  it  will  hold  on  its  growth  till  it  comes  to 
its  utmoft  ripenefs,  whenas  the  other  feeds  in  the 
other  Sand  box  will  by  little  and  little  perifh  and 
dye. 

It  evidently  appears  from  hence  that  the  faculty 
of  growing  and  increafing,  in  all  things  proceedeth 
from  Salt  onely.  If  fo  be  therefore,  that  Peafe, 
Beans ,  Oats ,  Barly ,  Rye ,  Wheat,  Wine,  and  all 
kinds  of  Fruits,  do  grow,  and  are  increafed  by  the 
benefit  of  Salt,  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  Salt  is  the 
fubjedt  and  univerfal  nutriment.  ' 

But  that  it  may  be  underftood  how  the  common 
Salt  (which  otherwife  is  wont  to  corrupt  or  extin- 
guifh  all  the'  faculty  of  growth  in  thofe  things  it  is 
mixed  withallj  is  to  be  inverted  or  turned  in  and 
out,  that  its  hurtfull  corroding  property  being  put  off 
it  may  put  on  the  nature  of  Alkalies  or  urinous  SaltSj 
I  do  here  covertly  fet  down  the  manner  of  the  ope¬ 
ration,  fb  that  it  may  remain  hidden  to  mine  enemies 
and  be  communicated  onely  to  my  friends. 

Take  common  Salt,  &c.  [  See  the  Preparation  in 
Append  5.  p.  Frofp.  Germ.  ] 

Let  them  be  well  heated  red  hot  together  at  the 
fire,  this  done,  the  fait  will  be  difpoiled  of  its  Acri¬ 
mony  and  get  an  urinous  property,  and  being  ufed 
in  a  due  quantity  inffead  of  Dung,  to  barren  Grounds, 
caufeth  that  the  feeds  fown  therein  produce  much 
fruit.  But  this  kind  of  dunging  requireth  frequen¬ 
ter  Rains  than  that  which  is  done  with  Dung  ;  and 
therefore  it  may  be  better  and  more  commodious  in 
moorifh  places  than  Beafts  Dung,  if  it  may  be  done, 
which  conjoyns  the  faid  fait,  and  produceth  the 
moft  wifhed  efferis 

Bur  efpecially  the  faid  fait  is  far  better  for  Vines 
and  Fruit  Trees  than  Dung  is :  for  it  gives  to 
Grapes,  Apples,  Pears  and  fuch  like  Tree-Fruits,  a 
far  better  favour  than  Dung  is  wont  to  afford :  Befides, 
this  benefit  accrues  to  Vines  thereby,  that  being 
fprinkled  with  that  Salt,  they  have  oft  times  nutri¬ 
ment  enough  for  twenty  years,  and  do  every  year 
bring  forth  Fruit  moft  plentifully  :  whereas  the  nu¬ 
triment  of  dunging  will  fcarce  fuffice  for  five  or  fix 
years. 

Further,  That  Salt  may  be  far  eafier,  and  with 
much  lefs  cofts  carried  and  tranfported  into  the  high 
Mountains  than  Dung  can  ;  for  a  far  greater  quanti¬ 
ty  of  Dung  is  required  than  of  the  faid  Salt,  which 
faid  Salt  diffufeth  it  felf  far  larger,  or  goes  much  far¬ 
ther  than  the  Dung,  and  dures  longer. 

I  did  this  very  fpring-time  laft  paft,  put  fuch  an 
inverted  fait  to  fbme  half  dead  Vines,  which  being 
planted  in  a  lean  fandy  ground  could  fcarce  grow  up 
a  fingers  heighth,  and  they  prefently  began  to  flou- 
rifh,  and  grew  up  fo  faft  that  the  growth  was  day  by 
day  perceptible.  When  therefore  on  a  certain  day 
I  was  thewing  fbme  Friends  of  mine  the  melioration 
of  metals,  in  my  Laboratory,  to  be  efferied  by  the 
help  of  common  fait,  as  they  were  wondring  at  the 
thing,  I  fhewed  them  thofe  Vines  afore  my  Labora¬ 
tory,  that  fprang  up  from  the  half  dead  flocks,  and 

they 
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they  nieaturing  fbnie  of  the  branches  of  the  Vines, 
found  that  in  two  or  three  months  they  were  grown 
Tome  6,  7,  10,  and  ii  foot  long,  and  the  ftocks  or 
ftalks  whence  they  grew  were  two  or  three  times 
thicker  than  at  fifft  ;  which  great  change  or  tranl- 
inutation  in  the  Vines  ,  proceeding  from  the  fait, 
would  be  more  admirable  and  profitable  than  that  of 
metals,  if  we  did  not  look  upon  that  tranfmutation 
of  gold  with  luch  covetous  eyes.  And  forafmuch  as 
this  tranfmutation  fpoken  of,  was  oblerved  in  the 
month  of  July,  and  that  there  are  almoft  yet  three 
months  for  Vines  to  encreafe  and  grow ;  any  one 
may  eafily  conjedlure  what  an  encreafe  the  wood  for 
hranchesi  of  the  Vines  would  have  in  the  fpace  of  a 
whole  Summer. 

But  let  this  fuffice  concerning  the  inverfion  of  the 
common  fair,  being  a  moll:  profitable  promoter  of 
the  growing  faculty  in  all  things;  the  which  things  ! 
was  neceffitated  to  declare  here  in  the  end  of  this 
fmall  work,  that  fo  I  might  demonftrate  thofe  things 
which  I  alTerted  at  the  beginning  of  the  fame, 
that  in  fait  lie  all  things  hidden,  and  by  the  feeds  of 
things  and  the  help  of  the  Sun  are  rendred  vifible, 
palpable  and  effential. 

An  Admonition  to  the  friendly  Reader,  or  a  Tropofition 
not  prejerihing  or  tying  to  an)  body,  whereby  is  jhevm 
how  much  benefit  the  Countrey  may  in  general  obtain 
by  my  not  chargeable  extraction  of  Gold  and  Silver  j 
out  of  the  fugacious  or  flying  Minerals. 

That  my  inventions  may  be  in  many  places 
profitable  for  the  whole  Countrey,  1  judged  it 
worth  while,  briefly  to  declare  my  meditations  or 
conceptions  thereabouts ;  and  to  make  a  declaration 
of  the  way  or  manner  which  I  judge  it  may  mod:  ex¬ 
ceeding  profitably  be  done  by. 

Firll:  of  all,  I  fuppofe  it  is  fufficiently  well  known 
that  Princes  and  Noblemen  are  occupied  or  troubled 
with  otherguefs  burdens  and  bufinefsthan  to  employ 
or  bufie  themfelves  with  the  care  and  enquiry  after 
the  metalline  mine-pits,  that  are  here  and  there  in 
the  Countries  fubjed  unto  them.  And  if  they  fliould 
commit  the  care  of  thefe  things  to  their  fervants,  ’tis 
likely  that  they  would  rather  pafs  their  time  in  feaft- 
ings  or  merry  meetings,  than  in  a  painfull  fearch  of 
Mines  and  raetallick  Veins  in  the  woods  and  moun- 
s  tains.  And  as  for  the  fubjeds  themfelves ,  feeing 
they  are  altogether  rude  and  ignorant  of  fiich  arts, 
by  what  means,  and  with  what  fuccefs  they  can  un¬ 
dertake  fuch  kind  of  Labours,  any  one  may  eafily 
guefs.  Thefe  are  the  Caufes  why  things  of  fuch 
great  moment  are  let  flip  without  any  profit  at  all, 
and  are  plainly  negleded.  But  in  my  judgment, 
though  it  be  butflendcr,  any  Prince  that  hath  many 
Subjeds  under  his  obedience,  may  every  year  ga¬ 
ther  liore  of  gold  and  filver,  and  that  without  cofts, 
if  he  would  but  onely  caufe  a  fmall  Laboratory  to  be 
ereded,  wherein  the  poor  Mines  may  be  extraded 
with  due  waters;  and  leave  given  to  fuch  of  his  fub- 
jeds  as  breath  after  the  knowledge  of  fuch  Arts,  to 
frequent  fuch  a  Laboratory,  and  there  to  learn  fuch 


Arts,  with  this  Provifo,  that  every  one  fhould  bring 
the  gold,  filver  and  copper  boiled  or  gotten  out  of 
the  poor  minerals  by  the  help  of  the  faid  exrraiflion, 
into  the  Mony-fliop  or  Coining- houfe,  at  fiich  a  rate 
as  they  are  every  where  efteemed  or  valued  at,  and 
nor  tranfport  it  out  of  the  Counrrey.  Now  by  this 
means,  not  only  the  chief  Magiftrate  would  without 
any  cofl:  and  labour  get  no  fmall  profit  by  the  mony, 
but  likewife  every  body  would  to  their  utmofl,  la¬ 
bour  in  the  inquifition  after  fuch  poor  Mines,  that 
he  might  get  Gold  and  Silver,  and  other  Metals,  out 
of  thofe  poor  metallick  Veins,  and  get  gain  for  him 
and  his.  But  now  if  the  Prince  or  Magiftrate  will 
not  permit  his  Subjeds  the  exercife  of  fuch  a  work, 
but  keep  all  to  himfelf,  any  one  may  eafily  conjec¬ 
ture,  that  not  fo  much  as  a  man  will  fet  about  fcar- 
ching  after  fuch  Mines,  but  will  rather  hide  them, 
efpecially  if  the  Magiftrate  (as  is  wont  to  be  fbme- 
tinies  done;,  would  conftrain  his  Subjeds  to  fuch 
kind  of  Labours. 

This  (according  to  my  Ample  opinion,  no  ways 
preferibing  to  any  what  to  doe  j  would  be  the  readi- 
eft  way,  without  hurting  of  any  man  (nay  rather  it 
would  help  and  afTift  many  a  manj  of  furnifhingour 
Country  with  Gold  and  Silver  Coin,  which  Foreign¬ 
ers  have  made  it  bare  of.  But  this  will  not  be  by 
any  way,  unlefs  the  Magiftrates  themfelves  do  make 
a  beginning,  as  to  the  inftitution  of  fiich  a  work,  by 
I  this  means  inviting  and  ftirring  up  their  Subjects  to 
undertake  fuch  like  Labours,  which  will  bring  great 
Treafures  even  to  the  whole  Country.  By  this 
means  may  rich  Mints  be  fet  up  in  very  many  places, 
inftead  of  thofe  which  at  this  time  afford  Mony  or 
Coin  fb  fparingly,  and  no  fmall  portion  of  Copper 
too,  mixed  with  it. 

Thefe  few  things  was  I  willing  to  advife  for  the 
fake  of  the  good  of  the  whole  Country  ;  only  lay¬ 
ing  down  my  Ample  opinion  without  preferibing  a 
rule  to  any,  hoping,  that  no  body  of  what  rank  or 
condition  foever  they  be,  will  take  it  other  wife  than 
w6ll. 

y^Secondly,  Every  Prince  and  great  man  would 
mightily  promote  the  common  welfare  of  his  poor, 
if  he  would  but  take  the  care  of  fhewing  the  way  of 
fo  inverting  common  Salt  by  one  hours  heating  it  red 
hot,  and  bringing  it  to  that  pafs,  that  it  may  be 
made  ufe  of  inftead  of  Cattles  dung,  for  the  fatning 
and  bettering  of  barren  Vineyards,  unfruitfull  Gar¬ 
dens,  and  other  Fields  that  are  backward  or  flow  in 
bearing  Fruits :  for  verily,  even  from  this  very  Art 
would  redound  much  proflt  to  fome  Countries.  For 
many  Vineyards  here  and  there,  and  many  Grounds 
do  want  due  tillage  becaufe  of  the  fcarcity  of  Dung, 
whereas  otherwife  they  would  prove  very  profltable 
both  to  the  Subjeds  and  Magiftrates,  if  they  could 
be  fatned  and  made  fertile  by  this  kind  of  way. 

Befides  too, all  Wines  would  be  had  in  much  more 
plenty,  and  be  of  a  far  fweeter  and  pleafanter  tafte, 
by  fuch  a  medium,  than  if  the  Vineyards  and  Fields 
were  dunged  with  Beaft’s  dung.  But  as  touching 
this  thing,  fee  more  in  the  continuation  of  my  Mira¬ 
culum  JVhmdi. 


The  end  of  the  Firft  Century. 
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Which  doth- llk(lr ate  hh  hitherto  phlijhed  Writings,  with  a  more 
evident  Explanation,  and  doth  more  clearly  demonjlrate 
\  the  Truth  hidden  in  them. 
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The  Firft  Arcamm  or  Secret  of  the  Second  Century, 

SHEWETH, 

<* 

By  what  means  fucb  Metals  as  are  imperfeti,  wild ^  and  in  a  manner  u?iapt  for  7ife  or 
fale,  may  he  ripened  or  bettered  by  Common  Salt  and  Fire^  fo  as  to  yield  forth 
Gold  and  Silver  with  benefit  and  advantage,  ^ 


I  have  in  the  foregoing  firft  Century,  as  alfo  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  fifth  part  of  the  profperi- 
ty  of  Germany^  defcribed  the  incineration  or 
redudion  into  aflies,  which  is  to  be  done  with 
Coals  in  a  peculiar  Furnace,  fit  for  torrefadion  or 
calcining. 

Though  this  be  a  laborious  way  and  tedious,  yet 
is  it  not  without  its  benefit,  provided  that  a  great 
quantity  fas  I  have  already  oft  times  faid)  of  the 
not  vendible  minerals  and  metals  be  thereto  ufed. 
But  that  fuch  an  incineration  may  be  done  after  a 
more  eafie  and  compendious  manner,  the  following 
way  may  be  made  ufe  of. 

Build  an  Hearth  of  good  and  fitting  earth  upon  a 
firm  foundation,  put  thereupon  a  Furnace  [or  an 
I  Arch]  ot  good  ftones,  adjoyn  hereto  an  Oven,  [or 
j  fide  Furnace]  out  of  which  the  fire  may  play  and 
I  emit  its  flame  over  all  the  faid  Hearth,  and  paft 
!  thereout  of  by  a  Chimny  made  for  that  purpofe, 

I  Upon  this  Hearth  put  thole  metalline  earths  being 
I  broken  in  a  Mill,  and  commix  them  with  the  Salt, 
j  and  Coals  reduced  into  powder,  and  leave  them  for 
;  twenty  or  twenty  four  hours,  that  they  may  be  all 
;  well  fired  and  heated  yed  hot:  For  by  this  tneans, 
I  the  fait  makes  the  fugitive  metal  in  Ibme  lort  con- 
I  ftant  and  able  to  brook  the  fire  ;  and  the  wild  ful- 
I  phureoufnefs  leaves  the  metalline  mineral,  and  ad- 
!  joyns  it  felf  to  the  fair,  and  converteth  it  into  a  vi¬ 
triol  or  Sal.  Mirab  'tlis.  This  twenty  or  twenty  four 
hours  heat,  gets  a  conftancy  and  fluxibility  to  thofe 


wild  metallickveinsj  and  dothwithall  by  that  labour 
fo  fit  and  prepare  the  fait,  that  it  doth  afterwards  by 
an  eafie  mutation  pafs  into  good  faltxpeter. 

After  that  the  faid  minerals  have  gotten  themfelves 
a  better  ftate  by  the  faid  Cementation,  they  are 
to  be  drawn  out  of  the  Fire  or  Hearth,  with  iron 
inftruments  fit  for  fuch  a  purpofe^  and  new  and 
frefh  minerals  are  to  be  put  in,  and  to  be  dealt  with- 
all  after  the  lame  manner  as  we  faid  but  now. 

The  minerals  that  are  taken  forth  are  to  be  bro¬ 
ken  in  a  Mill,  and  then  the  fait  to  be  wafhed  off 
with  common  water,  and  to  be  afterwards  uled  a- 
bout  making  fait  peter,  the  which  we  have  taught 
in  the  Appendix. 

The  light  Coals  [or  Scinders]  and  unprofitable 
earth  is  to  be  feparated  by  water,  from  the  metal¬ 
line  part,  and  this  metalline  part,  or  heavier  llmusi 
being  reduced  and  molten  in  the  Furnace  called  Sti- 
chofen^  yields  a  beautifullor  pure  and  gainfull  metal.. 

There  are  fbmetimes  found,  in  many  places  of 
Germany^  fugacious^,  and  unmeltable  minerals 
of  lead,  which  for  that  they  contain  in  them  Su« 
phur.  Antimony,  or  Laps  Calaminaris ,  do  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  reduction  in  the  Furnace  czWed  St kho fen  ^  bue 
do  either  go  off  in  fume,  or  turn  intodrofs.  But; 
being  firll  roafted  after  the  aforefaid  manner,  and 
fitted  for  liquefadion,  the  lead,  comprehending  in  it 
filver  too,  may  be  thence  gotten  with  profit,  where- 
as  other  wife  they  are  wont  to  be  dealt  withail  with- 
1  out  any  fruit,-  and  are  therefore  given  over.  This' 
i  incinerdciofl 
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incineration  therefore  is  profitably  ufed  to  luch  de- 


^  Nowiffobe  any  would  deal  with  vendible  and 
good  metals,  and  would  have  profit  from  them  by 
incineration,  he  muft  proceed  this  following  way. 

IT.  The  manner  of  reducing  lead  into  apes,  and  fo  hand 
ling  it  with  the  fprits  of  [alt,  that  gold  and  Jilver 
maybe  thence  gotten  with  profit. 

I  have  at  large  taught  in  my  firft  Century,  that  in 
the  ripening  of  metals  and  other  chymical  ope¬ 
rations,  a  greater  fire  is  endued  with  ftronger  power 
than  a  -lener,  which  is  eafie  to  be  underftood  by 
thofe  that  have  any  wit. 

I  juft  now  taught  -the  maturation  and  bettering 
of  unprofitable  and  wild  metallick  earths  with  crude 
and  grofs  fait.  .  '  • 

But  forafmuch'as  the  grofs  fait  andaweakhre 
cannot  of  neceflity  put  forth  fo  much  ftrength  as  a 
ftronger  fire  is  wont  to  doe,  therefore  for  fuch  as  de- 
fire  a  ftronger  fire  than  the  common  fait,  the  purer 
part  is  to  be  (by  the  help  of  Art;  drawn  out  of  the 
crude  (alt  and  to  be  feparated  from  its  grofnefs  and 
impurity,  the  which  is  eafily  brought  to  pafs  by  dif 
tillation.  And  as  for  thefe  fires  of  fairs,  and  the 
procuring  them  in  great  plenty,  my  writings,  but 
efpecially  the  precedent  firft  Century,  do  clearly 
and  evidently  treat  of  them,  and  this  (econd  Cen¬ 
tury  will  yet  treat  of  it  more. 

III.  The  operation  of  incinerating  the  lead,  or  reducing 
it  into  apes.  ^ 

HAving  built  a  Furnace  fuch  as  is  for  Cementa¬ 
tion,  put  therein  a  ftrong  iron  Pot,  juft  after 
fuch  a  mannei^  as  the  fand  cupels  [or  pans]  are 
wont  to  be  made,  let  there  be  a  Grate  to  make  a 
fire  on,  let  the  Furnace  be  bigger  or  lefter  according 
to  the  bignels  or  littlenefs  of  the  Pot  you  would  put 
in,  or  according  to  the  quantity  of  lead-afhes  you 
would  make  Put  fire  under  the  Pot  and  heat  it  red 
hot,  and  put  thereinto  fo  much  lead  as  is  requifite  for 
the  covering  of  the  bottom  of  the  Pot ;  the  lead  being 
molten,  ftir  it  about  in  the  Pot  without  ceafing, 
with  an  iron  fpoon  having  a  long  handle,  the  which 
labour  will  turn  the  lead  into  afhes  in  the  fpace  of 
about  two  hours.  Take  thefe  afhes  out,  and  put  in 
more  lead  into  the  Pot,  and  repeat  this  labour  fo 
often  untill  you  have  gotten  enough  afhes  The^e 
afhes  of  lead  are  fitted  to  receive  an  amendment  by 
the  fpirits  of  fairs,  and  afterwards  to  yield  their  gold 
and  (liver  by  fufion,  and  that  with  profit. 

IV.  The  manner  of  bettering  the  afltes  of  lead  by  the  fpi¬ 
rits  of  falts,  and  of  extrabiing  thencefrom  the  gold 
and filojer  with  gain. 


in  this  Century. 

Thefe  extraifions  are  to  be  poured  upon  the  lead- 
afhes,  that  they  may  be  well  moiftencd  therewith¬ 
al!  ;  the  unprofitable  phlegm  is  to  be  evaporated  by 
a  gentle  hear,  and  the  fire  to  be  augmented  that  the 
fpirits  alfb  may  follow  ;  of  which  more  heavy  fpirits 
tnere  will  be  enough  remaining  in  the  (ecrer  cemen- 
tatory  Pot,  and  as  much  as  is  (ufficient  tor  the  due 
operation  upon  the  lead,  that  (o  being  bettered  it 
may  afterwards  prove  a  gainfull  emitter  of  its  gold 
and  filver. 

He  that  has  a  defire  of  exercifing  this  labour  with 
greater  profit,  may  fatisfie  his  defire,  it  he  will  but 
pour  on  fuch  extradions  twice  or  thrice  upon  the 
faid  lead  afhes,  that  they  may  be  con  centrated  by 
them  afore  they  are  cemented  in  the  Cementatory 
Veffel,  and  may  be  reduced  into  the  bettered  lead. 
For  by  this  means,  all  the  labours  and  cofts  will  be 
more  largely  recompenced,  and  the  more  plenty  of 
gain  gotten. 

This  now  is  the  making  the  lead  afhes,  whether 
you  do  either  per  fe,  or  by  the  help  of  the  other 
metals,  convert  it  by  Cementation  into  a  better 
metal. 

V.  A  brief  defeription  of  the  fecret  Cementatory  Pot, 
which  admits  not  of  any  fpilling,  and  which  is  fealed 
with  the  Seal  of  Hermes,  of  which  1  made  mention 
in  the  fir fi  Century. 

Build  with  Stones  or  Clay  or  Potters  earth  fuch 
a  Furnace  as  that  is,  which  I  deferibed  in  the 
firft  part  of  my  Furnaces,  as  neceflary  for  the  ma¬ 
king  offpirit  of  fait.  But  let  the  lower  part  thereof 
be  a  little  broader  that  fb  the  Metals  being  caft  upon 
the  Coals  may  not  ftick  to  the  walls  of  the  Furnace 
and  fo  be  fomewhat  loft,  but  may  fall  diredly  down 
on  the  live  Coals.  It  muft  be  made  four  (quare  and 
of  (uch  a  bignefs  as  may  (erve  the  purpofe  according 
as  you  are  minded  to  cement  a  greater  or  lefler 
quantity  of  metal  therein. 

VI.  of  the  Cover  of  the  Cementatory-pot,  what  it  ought 
to  be,  that  fo  it  may  fufi'er  nothing  to  goe  away  in  fume. 

This  cover  of  this  Cementatory  Box  or  Furnace 
which  I  told  you  was  to  be  made  of  the  Lute 
of  Wifedom,  is  not  properly  a  Cover  but  a  Leaden 
Ciftern,  ferving  for  the  reception  of  thofe  (pirits 
which  are  driven  up  by  the  fire  out  o(  the  Lead-afhes. 
This  Lead-receiver  is  tolie  in  another  Leaden  Ciftern, 
which  is  to  be  filled  with  water,  and  ’tis  to  be  lb  fit¬ 
ted  to  a  pipe  that  is  to  come  out  of  the  Furnace,  that 
the  afeending  fpirits  pafling  thereinto  may  be  the 
better  refrigerated  by  the  water,  and  the  fboner 
condenfed,  and  faved  for  farther  ufes. 


Firft  of  all,  you  muft  have  plenty  of  the  fpirit  of 
fait  or  Ac;.  Regis,  as  concerning  the  eafie  getting 
fuch  fpirits,  we  have  mentioned  the  way  at  large  in 
the  foregoing  Appendix,  and  will  yet  treat  more  of 
them  in  this  prefent  fecond  Century. 

Befides,  you  muft  alfo  provide  your  felf  of  red  or 
reddifh  kind  of  flints,  which  (befides  iron)  do  alfo 
contain  in  them  a  volatile  gold.  Out  of  thefe  is  the 
tinifture  to  be  extracted  by  the  fpirit  of  fait,  or  by 
Regts  ;  after  that  manner  I  delivered  at  large 
in  the  fint  Century,  and  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
fifth  part  of  the  profpcricy  of  Germany,  and  will  yet 


VII.  Of  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  this  fecret  Cementing  Pet. 

WHEN  any  one  has  a  mind  to  cement  the 
Lead  afhes,  from  which  the  extradlionsof  the 
coloured  Flints  have  been  fbmetimes  abftracfted  in 
the  faid  Cementatory  Box,  and  to  graduate  them,  or 
fb  bring  to  pafs  that  they  may  contain  [or  hold  the] 
Gold  and  Silver,  let  him  firlf  of  all  fill  his  Furnace 
with  Charcoal,  and  let  him  fo  order  it  that  his  fire 
mav  kindle  by  little  and  little  till  the  Furnace  be  well 
heated  red  hot  ;  till  this  is  done,  the  Cover  that  is 
at  top  is  to  be  taken  fo  long  off,  that  fo  neither  the 
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heat  nor  (moke  may  pals  out  at  the  fide  through  the 

Pipe  into  the  adjoyned  Leaden  Ciftern. 

When  the  Fur  nace  is  thoroughly  heated,  and  that 
*tis  now  rime  to  begin  the  Cementation,  the  top  of 
the  Furnace  is  to  be  fhut  with  its  Cover,  that  the 
heat  may  be  forced  to  pafs  through  the  Pipe  into  the 
Receiver.  Having  lb  done,  you  are  to  fill  an  Iron 
Spoon  or  Ladle  ot  your  prepared  Lead-aflies,  and 
put  therii  into  the  Furnace  at  the  fore  hole  which 
icrves  for  the  throwing  in  your  Coals,  the  which 
alhes  are  to  be  lo  put  in  as  to  cover  the  Coals  over, 
but  not  fo  as  to  choke  them  but  that  they  may  have 
air  enough  to  burn,  and  that  the  fire  be  not  put  out, 
but  doe  juft  in  that  manner  as  you  are  wont  to  diftil 
the  Spirit  of  Salt.  By  this  means  all  the  Spirits  that 
remained  yet  behind  in  the  Lead-a(hes,  will  betake 
themfelves  into  the  Receiver,  and  the  Afhes  of  the 
Lead  wilLbe  bettered  by  the  graduating  and  tinging 
Ipirits,  and  will  part  of  them  be  reduced  into  a  body, 
.and  part  will  yet  retain  the  form  of  allies,  and  fall 
down  through  the  Grate  to  the  bottom  of  the  Fur¬ 
nace.  Then  the  Furnace  is  to  be  again  filled  with 
Coals,  and  more  Alhes  areto  be  put  thereon  with 
a  Spoon  as  afore,  and  this  labour  is  to  be  continued 
folong  till  all  the  Alhes  are  conlumed. 

All  the  labour  being  finilhed,  take  out  your  Alhes 
together  with  the  lead  reduced  into  a  body,  melt 
them  in  the  Furnace  which  is  called  Stichofen,  they 
will  melt  wondrous  eafie,  then  put  fom.e  finall  part 
thereof  to  the  Teft,  thereby  to  try  whether  or  no 
they  are  enriched  enough,  to  be  turned  into  a  Li¬ 
tharge  and  undergoe  the  metallick_  leparation. 

If  they  won't  as  yet  brook  the  trial,  let  the  Lead  be 
again  turned  into  Alhes  in  your  Iron  Pot,  and  repeat 
the  whole  afore  preferibed  labour,  and  that  fo  often 
tillat  length  the  Lead  be  rendred  rich  enough  in 
Gold  and  Silver,  the  which  may  be  converted  into 
Litharge  after  the  ulual  manner,  and  feparated  from 
the  Gold  and  Silver.  The  Litharge  beipg  taken 
away,  and  gathered  together,  and  broken  in  a  Mill, 
lerves  for  farther  ufes  in  this  operation.  The  Regu¬ 
lus  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  that  is  left  upon  the  hearth 
■  is  to  be  taken  out  and  to  be  farther  mundified  in  a 
Cupel  after  the  acedftomed  way. 

This  is  that  more  compendious  incineration  and 
vedudlion  of  Lead,  which  kind  of  bettering  it,  em^ 
riclieth  the  operators  with  Gold  and  Silver. 

N-  B.  That  in  this  Cementation  the  fharp  Ipirits 
do  carry  over  with  them  fome  of  the  Volatile  Lead 
into  the  Receiver,  and  there  it  fettles  to  the  bottom  ; 
the  which  powder  being  freed  from  all  the  Acrimo¬ 
ny  of  the  Ipirits  by  due  walkings,  and  being  then 
dried,  may  be  ufed  to  all  fuch  intents  and  opeiations 
to  which  the  Mercury  of  Saturn  is  wont  to  be  ufed, 
and  which  is  made  by  dilfolving  the  Lead  in  Aej. 
fortis,  and  precipitating  it  by  Salt- water, 

N.  B.  This  diftillcd  Mercury  hath  more  hidden 
under  it  than  the  other  hath;  for  it  carries  hidden 
in  it  a  Volatile  Gold,  which  may  be  feparated  from 
it  and  improved  about  the  gradation  and  Tindlureof 
other  Metals,  and  that  with  no  finall  profit,  concer¬ 
ning  wh'.ch  we  will  lay  more  afterwards. 

Thus,  friendly  Reader,  haft  thou  my  more  com¬ 
pendious  incineration  and  reduction  into  better  Me¬ 
tals'  the  which  1  would  not  hide  from  thee,  and 
hereby  lhall  I  latisfie  thofe  to  whom  the  way  prelcri- 
bed  in  my  Appendix  is  too  tedious  and  laborious  and 
they  may  make  ufe  of  this  wayinllead  of  that  other, 
which  withall  is  eafier  and  will  without  all  doubt 
yield  more  Gold  and  Silver  than  that  other  way. 


VIII.  Affother  emendation  or  bettering  of  Lead  by  the 
graduating  extractions  of  coloured  Flints. 

« 

EXtrad  either  coloured  Flints,  fuch  as  have  in 
them  Volatile  Gold  or  Sand  or  Clay,  by  the 
fpirit  of  Salt  or  Aq.  Regis,  and  draw  off  the  Liquor 
by  Diftillation.  If  you  thereto  add  Salt  afore  their 
extradion  the  diffolvent  will  receive  encreale  from 
the  Salt,  efpecially  if  done  in  fuch  an  inftrument,  in 
which  a  great  quantity  of  extraded  matters  may 
be  abftradcd  in  a  few  hours,  without  either  Cucur¬ 
bits  or  the  other  commonly  known  diftilling  Vef- 
lels,  and  the  lame  operation  may  be  continued  a 
long  while.  By  this  means,  there  is  not  onely  the 
leaft  lols  of  your  diffolvent,  but  it  rather  gets  no 
liTiall  encreafe  from  the  Salt,  By  this  inftrument  al- 
fo,  thou  maift  not  onely  prepare  great  ftore  of  fharp 
fpirits  neceffary  for  thy  operation  at  the  beginning, 
but  likewife  commodioully  extrad  your  Minerals, 
and  leparate  the  diffolvent  again  from  the  Minerals 
fo  extraded,  fo  that  you  lliall  not  lofe  the  leaft  par¬ 
ticle  of  your  diffolvent. 

But  forafmuch  as  aft  the  Gold,  Silver,  and  Cop¬ 
per  may  much  eafier  be  feparated  from  its  Menfiru-  ■ 
urn,  by  this  fo  unheard  of  and  never  feen  inftrument, 
than  by  the  way  of  precipitation,  ’tis  altogether  bet¬ 
ter  and  fafer  for  a  Man  not  to  precipitate  his  extrac¬ 
ted  Metals,  but  rather  draw  off  the  Menfiruum  from  ^ 
them,  thatfo  he  may  have  them  dry.  And  though 
that  all  the  fpirits  go  not  wholly  off,  fo  as  that  no¬ 
thing  of  them  abide  with  the  Metals,  yet  they  do 
no  hurt,  but  rather  exalt  the  Litharge  that  is  put 
unto  them  into  an  higher  degree, as  it  allb  does  to  the 
Afhes  themlelves  of  the  Lead,  when  they  are  ce¬ 
mented  together  in  the  afore  deferibed  cementing 
Furnace  ;  in  which  Cementation  the  Volatile  Gold 
is,  together  with  the  corporal  Gold  conlerved,  and 
which  otherwile  would  vanifh  away  in  the  common 
melting  Fire. 

But  if  fo  be  that  any  one  has  a  mind  to  precipitate 
the  Metals  extraded  out  of  poor  Mines,  after  the 
manner  preferibed  in  the  Appendix^  to  the  intent  he 
may  after  the  precipitation  make  Salt  Peter  of  the 
remaining  Waters,  he  may  reduce  the  Calxs  of  the 
Metals,  and  principally  of  the  Gold  very  eafily  and 
without  any  lols,  by  this  following  way. 

IX.  'I'he  manner' of  reducing  the  preciptated  and  wajhed 
Calx  of  Sol  without  any  lofs. 

The  precipitation  of  Gold  by  Lixiviums,  Liquor 
of  Flints,  Spirit  of  Urine,  Solution  of  Mercury, 
hath  been  clearly  enough  deferibed  in  the  Appendix 
to  the  fifth  part  of  the  profperity  of  Germany  ;  but 
yet  the  redudion  of  the  lame  was  paft  over  in  filence, 
becaule  of  the  too  much  haft  of  the  faid  Book. 
Therefore  it  leemed  unto  me  neceffary  to  infert  the 
fame  here,  for  their  fakes,  who  have  but  little  know¬ 
ledge,  or  in  a  manner  none  at  all  in  thele  affairs; 
for  Ihould  I  go  to  propound  fuch  a  thing  for  the  skil- 
full  Chymifts,!  Ihould  but  do  what  is  already  done, 
elpecially  becaule  he  delerves  not  the  name  of  a 
Chymift  who  is  ignorant  of  the  redudion  of  the 
folar  Calx. 

But  forafmuch  as  it  may  fo  happen,  that  even  the 
unskilfull  may  let  about  this  extrading  of  the  Mine¬ 
rals,  and  yet  be  ignorant  of  the  way  of  reducing  the 
Gold  though  they  Ihould  have  extraded  it ;  there¬ 
fore  have  X  judged  it  not  amils  to  illuftrate  that  re- 
tf  dudion 


Fart  11. 


The  Second  Century. 


dudionby  my  defcribing  thereof  here,  the  which 
being  divers,  according  as  the  precipitation  is  made 
by  fuch  or  fuch  a  means,  doth  alfo  require  different 

operations. 


Xll.  By  what  means  the  Glafs  of  Lead  which  as  yet 
contains  in  it  feme  reliayses  of  Gold  is  to  be  dealt  wii lo¬ 
ad,  that  It  may  let  them  goe  out  of  its  body. 


X.  rhe  redtiBion  of  the  folar  Calx  precifitated  by  the 

Liqaour  of  Flints. 

A Lbeir  that  Borax  reduceth  every  C^/xof^o/to  its 
former  body,  ifit  be  therewith  mixed  and  mel¬ 
ted  in  a  Crucible,  yet  that  would  prove  too  dear,  if 
fomewhata  greater  quantity  thereof  be  required  for 
thereduftion  ;  for  there  muft  bejof  itat  leaft  twice  or 
thrice  as  much  in  weight  as  is  of  the  Gold,  if  you 
would  have  a  due  redudion  of  the  Gold  made. 
The  reafon  is  this,  becaufe  the  Flints  precipitated  to 
the  bottom  together  with  the  Gold,  and  lo  flicking 
on  to  the  Gold  impead  its  fufion  fo  that  it  cannot 
rightly  come  together  into  its  due  body.  Hereupon 
is  it  neceffary  that  there  fhould  be  the  double  or  tre¬ 
ble  weight  of  Borax  added  to  the  Gold  if  you  would 
have  all  your  Gold  return  unto  its  former  body  with¬ 
out  detriment. 

But  whereas  there  are  alfo  other  matters  to  be 
found  which  make  the  Gold  fufiblc  and  are  not  fo 
dear  as  Borax  is,  the  ufe  of  fuch  things  is  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  but  efpecially  when  a  great  quantity  of 
Gold  is  to  be  reduced.  Otherwife  if  it  be  but  little 
Gold  that  is  to  be  reduced,  and  you  have  not  the 
aforefaid  matters  at  hand,  one  may  for  fuch  a  fmall 
trial  ufe  Borax.  But  where  there  is  a  greater  quanti¬ 
ty  to  be  reduced  the  following  matter  will  be  found 
to  be  far  'more  profitable  and  beneficial. 

XI.  How  the  Gold  which  is  freciptated  by  the  Liquor  of 
Flints ,  is  to  be  melted  without  Borax,  by  the  Glafs  of 
Lead  only,  ovhich  is  of  a  far  meaner  pice. 

Take  of  your  Gold  precipitated  by  the  Liquor 
of  Flints  and  dryed,  one  part,  of  Glafs  made  of 
Lead  and  beaten  into  powder ,  three  parts ;  the 
which  mix  well  with  the  Gold  and  put  into  a  Cruci¬ 
ble,  which  faid  Crucible  let  be  put  into  another  big¬ 
ger  one  (for  which  operation  the  Hallion  pots  are 
mofl  fit)  that  fo  if  the  Gold  chance  to  flow  out  of  the 
inner  pot,  it  may  flay  in  the  outer  and  be  conferved. 
For  the  Glafs  of  Lead  is  of  luch  a  nature  that  it  ufu- 
ally  perforates  or  runs  through  the  pot.  Having 
thus  done  put  your  twofold  Crucible  containing 
your  commixed  matters  into  a  wind  Furnace,  fuch 
an  one  as  1  have  defetibed,  and  when  you  have  co¬ 
vered  it,  put  Coals  under  it  [or  about  it]  and  urge 
your  fire  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  that  all  may 
well  flow,  then  pour  it  out,  and  feparate  the  Regulm 
of  Gold  with  a  llroke  or  two  from  the  glafs  of  the 
Lead;  which  faid  Glafs  hath  atrrafted  to  it  felf  all  the 
flinty  matter,  and  fuffers  the  pure  and  malleable  Gold 
to  fettle  to  the  bottome  into  a  Regulm. 

N.  B.  If  your  glafs  of  Lead  be  flill  yellow  as  it  was 
before  the  operation,  ’tis  a  fign  that  all  the  Gold  is 
feparated  therefrom ;  bur  if  it  be  of  a  green  colour 
"tis  a  fure  fign  that  it  has  as  yet  fomeGold  mixed  with 
it.  For  Gold  being  mixed  with  Glafs  (hews  its  being 
there  by  yielding  a  skie-colour,  the  which  skie-co- 
lour  is  neceflarily  changed  in  the  yellow  glafs  of  Lead 
into  a  green  ;  becaufe  every  yellow  and  skie  colour 
do  in  their  commixtion  beget  a  green. 

Now  then  that  you  may  get  out  the  reliques  of 
the  Gold  out  of  the  leaden  Glafs  you  muft  proceed 
the  following  way. 


Melt  that  Glafs  of  Lead  in  a  well  covered  pot, 
that  I  mean  in  which  you  (lippofe  fbrne  Gold 
to  be,  and  being  well  molten  caft  in  a  little  iron  fi¬ 
lings,  and  mix  it  well  by  ftirring  it  with  an  iron  rod, 
and  leave  it  in  the  fire  thus  molten,  for  one  quarter 
of  an  hour,  that  the  fulphur  of  the  Glafs  may  be  kil¬ 
led  by  its  corroding  of  the  iron,  and  may  let  tall  a 
leady  Regulm  wherein  the  Gold  will  be,  and  which 
( in  the  firft  melting)  the  Glafs  held  up,  will  feparate 
it  by  the  Cupel  from  the  Lead. 

N.  B.  But  here  you  are  to  obferve  that  the  filings 
of  the  iron  are  to  be  ufed  very  fparingly  to  this  pre¬ 
cipitation  ;  for  by  how  much  the  more  iron  is  added, 
fb  much  the  greater  will  the  Regulm  of  the  lead  be  , 
and  confequently  require  a  greater  Cupel,  which  is 
not  fo  neceffary. 

For  put  cafe  the  Glafs  of  Lead  in  which  the  Gold 
is  fufpe'fled  to  be  is  about  one  pound  weight,  and 
there  is  but  about  a  Mumta,  or  certain  fmall  weight 
of  Gold  ;  now  it  is  not  neceffary  to  have  any  more 
than  one  Lot  of  Lead  or  thereabouts,  precipitated 
thereout  of  into  a  Regulm,  to  which  precipitation  is 
required  no  more  than  one  Lot  of  the  filings  of  Iron. 
For  the  of  Lead  precipitated  out  of  the  Glafs, 

doth  for  the  mofl  part  anfwer  in  weight,  to  the 
weight  of  the  Iron  filings  ufed  about  the  precipita¬ 
tion,  or  to  fpeak  more  clearly,  you  will  get  fomuch 
leaden  Regulus,  as  the  Iron  is  you  added. 

The  remaining  Glafs  becomes  black  and  is  unpro¬ 
fitable  for  any  farther  melting  with  Gold,  but  yet 
needs  not  be  caft  away,  becaufe  thofe  Scoria^  do  yet 
contain  much  Lead,  and  therefore  ferve  to  be  mixt 
with  fuch  Pots  as  you  have  ufed  and  broken  about 
Metals,  or  with  other  wild  and  hardly  fufile  me- 
tallick  Veins,  to  render  them  fufible,  being  I  fay 
commixt  with  thefe,  and  put  in  the  Furnace  which 
the  Germans  call  Stichofen,  do  not  onely  yield  forth 
all  their  Lead,  but  withall  draw  out  the  Metals  out 
of  thofe  matters  which  were  mixed  with  them  in  the 
melting.  But  they  are  principally  profitable  for  the 
melting  and  reducing  of  thofe  Metals,  which  do  not 
onely  very  difficultly  admit  of  fufion  by  themfelves, 
but  withall  do,  being  mixed  with  the  Afhes  of  Tin, 
fo  much  the  more  difficultly  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
reduced  by  melting,  unto  their  former  bodies.  But 
in  defeft*  of  fuch  Metals  and  Minerals,  as  are  not 
but  with  much  adoe  tamed  by  Liquefadion,  you 
may  put  to  that  black  Glafs  of  Lead,  one  fourth  part 
onely  of  filings,  or  Scoria’s  of  Iron  made  into  powder, 
that  fo  both  the  matters  thus  commixt  may  be  mol¬ 
ten  in  the  Furnace  Stichofen.  So  by  the  addition 
and  help  of  the  Iron,  all  the  Lead  will  be  reduced  to 
its  former  body,  and  will  withall  excrad  out  of  the 
Iron  whatfoever  of  Gold  and  Silver  lay  therein  hid¬ 
den  ;  fo  that  by  this  means  there  may  be  reaped  a 
great  benefit  from  this  redudion  of  the  Glafs  of 
Lead.  But  yet  that  Lead  is  to  be  tryed  by  a  fore¬ 
going  tryal,  whether  or  no  it  be  rich  enough  in  Gold^ 
and  Silver  to  quit  the  the  cofts  of  feparacion  For  it 
it  be  not,  it  muft  be  ufed  to  the  afore  deferibed  in¬ 
cineration,  that  fo  there  may  be  no  lofs  either  of  the 
Gold  or  the  Lead. 
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xm.  The  p-'eparation  of  the  Glafs  of  Lead ^  for  the  re 
ducing  juch  Gold  as  being  precipitated  by  the  Liqeur 
of  Flint Sj  is  of  dificult  ftjion. 

Take  of  white  and  fufile  Flints  [or  Peblesl  one 
part^  and  of  Minium^  or  any  other  Afbes  of 
I,cad,  or  elle  even  .of  Litharge  it  felf  four  parts, 
each  of  which  being  powdered  apart,  you  are  to 
commix  and  melt  them  well  in  a  hrong  double  Pot, 
then  pour  them  out,  and  you  will  have  a  Hyacinth- 
coloured  Glals,  the  which  Glafs  is  fo  be  powdered 
and  mixt  with  the  Gold,  and  it  makes  the  Gold 
Powder  which  refifteth  melting  fufible. 

XIV.  Another  way  of  redncing  Gold  precipitated  by  the 
Liqotir  of  Flints. 

TO  one  part  of  this  hardly-melting  Gold  which 
is  precipitated  by  the  Liqour  of  Flints,  admix 
two  or  three  parts  of  Litharge,  which  matters  put  in 
a  ftrong  double  Pot,  and  cover  it  well,  and  melt 
them  well  down  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  that  the  Li 
tharge  may  draw  unto  it  felf  all  the  Flints,  and  all 
the  Gold  may  feparate.  Having  feparated  the  Re- 
guilts  from  the  Scoria  s  of  the  Lead,  you  muft  preci¬ 
pitate  thele  Scorn’s, which  do  as  yet  hold  in  them  feme 
Ihiall  portion  of  Gold  into  a  fmal]  leaden  Regulus, 
with  the  filings  of  Iron,  as  we  fhewed  you  but  now, 
that  fo  you  may  alfb  have  even  that  refidue  of  Gold. 
The  Scoria  are  conferved  by  being  reduced  in  the 
Furnace  Stichofen,  according  to  the  operation  alrea¬ 
dy  fpoken  of. 

XV.  Another  way  of  rendring  the  Gold  precipitated  by 
the  Liqour  cf  Flints  fufible. 

Take  of  the  raid  Gold  one  part,  andthefixt 
Salt  made  of  Salt  Peter  and  Tartar,  by  com- 
buftion  or  calcination,  three  parts ;  commix  them 
and  melt  them*  down  in  a  crucible  well  covered.  In 
this  co-melting  the  Salt  fwallows  up  the  Flints,  and 
the  Gold  being  at  liberty  fettles  to  the  bottom.  Pour 
out  the  molten  mafs,  and  feparate  the  Regulm  of  the 
Gold  from  the  Salt,  the  which  being  dillolved  with 
common  water  gives  you  your  Liqour  of  Flints,  to 
be  again  ufed  to  precipitate  more  extracted  Gold. 

This  Salt  doth  not  fo  eafily  perforate  the  Cruci¬ 
bles  as  thof’e  Glaffes  of  Lead  do,  and  therefore  is  it 
to  be  accounted  of  as  the^beft  and  eafieft  of  all  thefe 
three  preferibed  ways. 

XV  I.  The  way  of  reducing  Gold,  precipitated  by  the  fpi- 
rit  of  Urine. 


*^HE  fpirit  of  Urine  or  of  Sal.  Armoniack  doth  per- 
fedly  precipitate  all  the  Gold  out  of  the  Aq.  Re¬ 
gis  ;  the  which  being  wafhed  and  dried,  doth  not 
admit  of  reduction  after  the  manner  of  the  other 
Gold,  for  ifit  be  but  onely  heated  a  little  before  it 
becomes  red  hot,  it  prefently  takes  fire,  and  fulmi¬ 
nates  with  a  far  more  dreadfull  noife  than  any  Gun¬ 
powder.  For  if  you  put  a  fmall  portion  of  the 
fame,  and  no  bigger  than  a  Pea  in  a  Silver,  Iron, 
or  Copper  Spoon,  and  put  it  on  the  Coals  that  it 
may  wax  hot,  it  will  give  fuch  an  horrible  crack, 
that ’twill  even  dull  the  hearing,  and  make  a  dent 
in  the  Spopn  as  if  it  had  been  beaten  in  with  a  Ham¬ 
mer.  From  whence  it  may  eafily  be  conjedured, 
that  if  fomewhat  a  bigger  quantity  be  put  in  a  Pot  on 


the  Fire,  it  would  make  Pot  and  Furnace  flie,  by  its 
fb  dreadfull  thundring  a  ftroak  into  moft  fmall  fhi- 
vers. 

So  then  there  is  need  of  great  warinefs,  to  prevent 
the  happening  of  fo  great  danger,  which  is  eafily 
prevented  by  the  following  manner  of  operating. 

XVII.  By  what  means  the  fulminating  force  of  Gold 
precipitated  by  a  Lixivium,  or  fpirit  of  Urine  is  to  be 
taken  away. 

MIX  with  this  Gold  precipitated  by  a  Lixivium, 
or  by  the  fpirit  of  Urine,  half  a  part  of  Sul¬ 
phur  reduced  into  Powder,  and' let  the  faid  Sulphur 
be  removed  therefrom  by  burning  amidft  live  Coals; 
for  fb  being  defpoiled  of  that  fulminating  force,  it 
may  without  danger  be  reduced  by  any  kind  of  fuch 
matters  as  promote  fufibility. 

XVIII.  By  what  means  Gold  that  is  defpoiled  of  its  ful¬ 
minating  force,  by  means  of  Sulphur  may  be  reduced. 

FOrafmuch  as  this  Gold  is  void  of  all  impurity, 
there  needs  [notj  the  addition  of  fuch  matters 
as  promote  fufion,  feeing  it  is  of  it  felf  prone  enough 
to  melt.  Butyctleaft  fbme  grains  of  the  Gold  fhould 
flick  on  to  the  Pot,  ’tis  expedient  to  add  fome  por¬ 
tion  at  leaft  of  fuch  a  kind  of  matter  as  accelerates 
or  hafteneth  fufion.  And  for  this  work.  Borax, and 
the  dry  Liqour  of  Flints  are  excellent,  of  which  if 
you  add  but  one  half  part  onely  to  fuch  Gold,  (or, 
if  you  take  of  the  Flints  prepared  with  Salt  of  Tar¬ 
tar)  it  will  by  that  means  prefently  melt,  and  the 
Borax,  or  Liqour  of  Flints  will  not  retain  the  lead: 
doit  of  the  Gold. 

XIX.  The  manner  of  reducing  the  Metals  that  are  not 
gotten  out  of  the  Waters  by  precipitation,  but  are  freed 
from  them  by  abfirabting  them. 


^HE  Metals  which  are  extraded  out  of  the  Mines, 
and  freed  from  the  waters  by  the  abftrabting  of 
the  diffolvent,  cannot  be  fb  pure  as  thofe  are  which 
fettle  to  the  bottom  by  precipitation.  For  it  is  very 
rare  for  Gold  and  Silver  to  be  found  in  metalline 
Veins,  Stones,  or  Clay,  without  being  commixed 
with  other  Metals  ;  becaufe  for  the  moft  part.  Cop¬ 
per  is  mixt  with  Silver,  and  Copper  or  Iron  with 
Gold,  the  which  being  unfeparated  in  the  reduftion 
makes  the  Gold  and  Silver  impure.  But  now  in  the 
precipitation  one  Metal  is  freed  after  another  from 
the  Menfiruum,  and  are  not  mixed  with  each  other. 
But  on  the  contrary,  in  the  way  of  abftrading  it, 
all  the  metals  remain  mixt  together  without  any 
feparation,  and  require  a  new  feparation  and  confe- 
quently  a  double  labour,  and  more  expences. 

This  inconveniency  may  be  eafily  remedied  by 
him  who  is  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  my  dry  fe¬ 
paration  of  Metals.  I  have  mentioned  it  in  divers 
places  of  my  writings,  fo  that  it  would  be  needlefs 
to  trouble  the  Reader  with  a  fuperfluous  rehearfal 
of  the  fame  in  this  place. 

But  forafmuch  as  every  one  hath  not  by  him  all 
my  writings,  I  believed  that  it  would  be  worth 
while,  if  I  fhould  here  fet  down  that  Laver  or  Bath 
which  wafheth  off  the  Metals  with  the  help  of  Salt 
peter  by  the  dry  way.  For,  without  the  knowledge 
of  this  Artifice  of  feparating  the  extracted  Metals 
from  each  other,  there  would  be  yet  requifite  much 
labour,  and  much  cofts  for  the  obtaining  of  the  laid 
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Metals.  But  they  are  very  eafily,  and  with  httle 
labour,  and  with  finall  cofts  feparated  the  one  from 
the  other  by  the  way  here  by  us  deferibed,  and  in¬ 
deed  with  more  gain  than  is  wont  to  be  had  by  the 

way  of  precipitation.  _ 

And  even  as  in  the  precipitatton  of  Metals  there 
is  always  Ibnie  [portion”!' of  the  Waters,  that  puts 
T)n  the  nature  of  Salt  Peter,  -viz.,  when  the  Waters 
that  have  been  ufed,  which  are  as  it  were  the  Seeds 
of  Salt  Peter,  are  implanted  in  an  Alkalifate  Salt, 
and  fo  do  multiply  themfelves  in  a  wonderfull 

manner.  .  ,  r 

So  likewife  in  the  dry  reparation  of  Metals,  there 
is  in  a  manner,  yet  more  Salt  Peter  gotten,  'vtz,. 
thus  when  they  are  feparated  in  the  melting  Pots, 
from  each  other  by  Salt  Peter,  and  by  an  artificial 
precipitation  of  one  Metal  after  another,  the  Salt 
Peter  you  tiled  is  rendred  fixt  and  Alkalizated, 
which  Alcalizated  niter  is  to  be  accounted  of,  as  the 
root  of  Salt  Peter.  This  root  being  implanted  m 
acid  Salts,  is  in  like  manner  enriched  with  a  plente¬ 
ous  encreafe,  and  reduced  into  natural  and  inflama- 
ble  Salt  Peter;  for,  by  it  do  the  fharp  Waters  get 
to  themfelves  the  nature  of  Salt  Peter,  from  thofe 
Alkalizate  Salts.  And  if  fo  be  you  feek  not  after  the 
common  Salt  Peter,  it  is  better  to  fow  the  Seed  of 
Salt  Peter  (that  is,  fome  fpirit  of  niter  which  you 
have  ufed^  into  the  appropriate  root  of  Salt  Peter, 
that  is,  into  fixt  niter.  For  by  that  means  you  will 
have  (at  the  encreafe)  a  wonderfull  Salt  Peter, 
which  in  all  operations,  doth  far  more  powerfully 
ad  than  the  common  Salt  Peter,  what  way  foever 
it  be  mundified  by  ;  which  is  evidenced  in  my  fore¬ 
going  firft  Century.  ,  ,  ^ 

Therefore  forafinuch  as  in  the  feparation  of  Me¬ 
tals  by  the  dry  way,  there  remains  (after  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  over )  fo  much  fixt  Salt  Peter  as  there  was 
of  nitrous  Water  in  the  moift  extradion,  it  always 
abundantly  fupplies  both  Seed  and  Root  of  Salt  Pe¬ 
ter,  fo  that  they  may  be  exceeding  plentifully  multi¬ 
plied  by  other  Salts,  nor  will  you  have  any  need  of 
buying  any  more  new  Salt  Peter  for  the  now  Ipo- 
ken  of  Labour.  Verily  this  is  a  moft  compendious 
way,  not  onely  of  feparating  all  Metals  even  in  fu- 
fion,  biitalfbof  fbmewhat  bettering  them,  as  fhall 
,  be  afterwards  demonftrated. 


melting  them.  This  Glafs  being  powdered  and  com- 
mixt  with  a  wild  or  raw  and  not  fufile  Gold  and  fb 
molten,  precipitates  the  of  the  Gold  to  the 

bottom,  and  brings  the  Iron  into  Scoria’s. 


iXX.  By  what  means  Jach  Gold  as  is  commixt  with  Iron 
or  Copper^  and  from  which  [being  extraUed  out  of 
the  Alinerals)  the  difjolvent  has  been  drawn  of^  is  to 
he  reduced. 

Let  fuch  unclean  Gold  be  commixed  with  two 
or  three  parts  of  its  weight  of  the  Glafs  of  Lead, 
and  melt  them  in  a  ftrong  Crucible.  If  there  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  much  Iron,  k  will  of  its  own  accord  yield 
a  leaden  Regulus,  which  being  forced  by  the  heat 
of  the  Fire  in  a  Cupel  will  leave  your  Gold  pure, 
becaufe  the  Glafs  of  Lead  is  wont  to  attradl  untoitfelf 
Iron  and  Copper.  But  if  fo  be  there  is  but  little 
Iron  mixt  with  vour  Gold  the  Regulus  of  Lead 
will  not  feparate  or  precipitate  in  the  melting,  and 
therefore  as  it  melts  fome  filings  of  Iron  are  to  be 
added,  and  to  be  accurately  ftirred  with  a  red  hot 
Iron,  that  fo  a  Regulus  o{  Lead  may  fall  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  bigger  or  lellcr  according  to  the  muchnefs  oi 
littlenefs  of  the  Iron  you  added. 

XXL  Another  proper  and  fitting  matter  to  reduce  fuch 
Gold  as  hath  Iron  in  it. 

Take  of  Salt  Peter  one  part,  and  of  Antimony 
four  parts,  reduce  them  into  a  black  Glafs,  by 


XXII.  The  feparation  of  the  Antimony  from  the  GoU. 

SUCH  golden  Regulus's  do  not  admit  of  feparation 
in  the  Cupel,  like  as  thofe  do  which  the  Glals 
of  Lead  is  uled  to.  Therefore  Salt  Peter  is  to  be 
ufed  in  the  melting  Pots  or  Crucibles,  to  make  the 
feparation  ofthem. 

Put  this  Antimonial  Regulus'm  a  melting  Pot,  melt 
it  down  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  and  being  molten  caft  in 
by  little  and  little  fome  dry  Salt  Peter,  that  fo  it  may 
feize  upon  the  Regulus  and  tranfmute  it  into  Scoria's. 
Tlie  Scoria  flowing  in  the  Pot  like  water,  are  a  fign 
that  the  Gold  is  well  cleaned,  and  that  all  the  Anti¬ 
mony  is  reduced  into  Scoria'’s.  Then  pour  it  forth 
into  a  Cone  that  it  may  cool,  and  the  pure  and 
malleable  Gold  will  fettle  into  a  Regulm  at  the  bot¬ 
tom.  Now  all  the  Salt  Peter  is  rendred  fixt  in  this 
operation,  then  if  you  put  your  Scorias  again  in  the 
Crucible,  and  put  into  it  fome  Coals  and  melt  your 
Scoria  down,  almoft  all  the  Antimony  being  freed 
from  the  Salt  Peter  will  gather  into  a  Regulus^  and 
will  again  ferve  for  reducing  of  more  Gold  ;  for  it 
will  as  readily  reduce  your  extracked  Gold  unto  its 
former  body,  as  the  [aforefaid]  Glafs  it  felf  will. 
But  this  labour  requires  a  diligent  Operator  who 
knows  how  to  handle  it  with  Angular  skill,  though 
it  be  eafie,  and  requireth  not  any  great  Artifice,  but 
onely  an  accurate  diligence,  which  ufe  onely  makes 
a  Man  skilled  in. 

The  Salt  Peter  ufed  about  this  labour,  gets  the 
nature  of  an  Alkali  Salt,  and  being  put  on  the  live 
Coals  doth  no  more  burn,  but  being  diflblved  in 
Water  yields  a  fharp  Lixivium,  very  proper  for 
many  operations,  and  ferving  in  head  of  a  Lye  made 
with  Wood-afhes.  But  the  chiefeft  ufe  thereof 
is  this,  'V1Z3.  feeing  it  is  the  true  root  of  Salt  Peter, 
it  may  be  added  to  other  Salts,  out  of  which  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  it  will  be  notably  augmented  and  pro¬ 
duce  new  burning  Salt  Peter.  He  that  has  a  defire 
gainfully  to  augment  this  fixt  Salt  Peter  with  com¬ 
mon  Kitchin  Salt,  and  again  to  tranfmute  it  into  in- 
flamable  Salt  peter,  may  accomplifh  his  defire  if  he 
makes  ufe  of  the  following  operation. 


XXIII.  The  way  of  making  mofi  excellent  and  infiama- 
ble  Salt  Feter  in  plenty,  and  with  profit  out  of  com¬ 
mon  Kitchin  Ralt  and  the  Lixivium  of  Salt  Feter 
that  has  been  ufed. 

XHere  is  fo  fmall  a  difference  betwixt  common 
Kitchin  Salt,  and  Salt  Peter,  that  the  Salt  may 
eafily  be  turned  into  Salt  Peter,  and  that  by  feveral 
operations,  as  well  by  the  feed  of  Salt  Peter  as  by 
fharp fpirits,  as,  we  have  taught  above,  or  even  by 
fixt  niter  which  operation  we  will  here  fhew. 

We  will  ufe  for  an  example,  the  baking  of 
Bread,  and  the  brewing  of  Ale.  If  when  the  Meal 
is  with  Water  brought  into  Dough,  there  be  added 
unto  it  but  a  few  grounds  of  Ale  or  Leven,  the  whole 
mafs  begins  to  heave  it  felf  up,  and  becoming  thin 
for  lightj  is  rendred  fit  to  be  baked  into  Bread,  the 
which  hath  altogether  the  fame  property  as  thofe 
few  Ale  Grounds,  or  that  litfile  Leven  had.  And  fb 
that  very  felf  fame  Dough  is  likewife  fit  to  make  o- 

ther  Meal  ferment,  even  to  infinity.  The  fame  is 
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likewife  obfervable  in  the  brewing  of  Ale,  fo  that 
he  who  hath  but  once  onely  fo  much  Ale  Grounds 
[or  Yeft,]  or  levened  Dough  as  lerved  his  turn 
once,  may  brew  Ale  and  bake  Bread  even  to  infini- 
fv.  So  likewife  is  the  fame  evidently  manifefl:  by 
the  encreale  of  Vegetables,  w'hich  maybe  infinitely 
multiplied  by  the  Alkalizated  Salt  of  the  Earth,  it 
you  have  but  once  their  Seeds  and  Roots.  In  like 
manner  may  the  fame  propagation  be  performed  by 
another  way,  wz:..  by  ingrafting  of  that  which  you 
would  propagate  into  another  of  the  fame  kind. 

I  For  example,  I  have  in  my  Garden  excellent  Apples, 

;  Pears,  Cherries,  or  fuch  like  Tree-fruits,  and  1  have 
a  mind  to  fee  more  of  them  in  my  Garden ;  there¬ 
fore  do  I  cut  otF  tome  branch,  or  perhaps  even  the 
Tree  it  (elf  to  the  trunk  or  body,  offomewild,  or 
atleaft  not  fb  noble  a  Fruit-bearing  Pear  Tree  or 
Apple  Tree,  and  therein,  'viz,,  in  that  branch  or 
ftock,  do  I  ingraft  according  to  Art  fome  little 
boughs  or  cions  of  fbme  other  Tree  that  bears  excel¬ 
lent  Fruit,  and  which  1  defire  to  encreafe,  the  which 
Tree  now  doth  no  more  produce  the  wild  and  de¬ 
generate  or  bad  Fruits,  it  did  according  to  its  kind, 
j  but  fuch  Fruits  as  the  Tree  whence  the  cibn  was 
i  taken,  bears. 

!  By  thefe  kind  offimilitudes  may  anyone  that  hath 
I  underftanding  eafily  fee,  that  it  is  poflible  by  Art, 
to  tranfinute  one  nature  into  another,  if,  'viz.  the 
Seeds  and  Roots  of  things  are  applied  to  this  tranf- 
mutation.  But  now  if  any  one  fhould  plant  a  ftalk 
or  leaf  in  the  digged  earth,  and  would  thereby  en¬ 
creafe  or  propagate  it,  he  will  never  fee  any  fuccefs 
1  of  his  labour  ;  for  the  ftalks  and  leaves  would  rot 
'  and  fb  no  new  Herb  would  again  bud  out  from  them 
as  is  wont  to  be  out  of  the  Seed  and  Roots. 

'  Even  on  this  wife  is  it  with  Salt  Peter,  which  if  it 
j  be  mixed  with  common  Salt  it  would  not  verily 
!  produce  any  encreafe,  as ’tis  wont  to  do  out  of  its 
I  Seed  and  Root,  as  we  have  already  laid  open. 

Such  likewife  is  the  nature  of  Metals,  touching 
i  the  propagation  and  encreale  of  which  their  proper 
1  feeds  and  roots  are  requilite.  What  I  pray  are  thofe 
:  Tinftures,  (one  onely  particle  of  which  and  that  no 
i  bigger  than  a  Pea,  being  caft  on  an  whole  pound  of 
I  Tin  or  Lead,  tranfmuteth  that  fame  Metal  into  pure 
good  Gold,  and  changeth  and  augmenteth  it  felf  (as 
being  the  true  feed  of  Metals)  a  thoufand  fold,  out 
of  fo  grofs  and  earthly  a  body  into  fo  noble  and  fo 
golden  a  nature  in  fb  fhort  a  fpace  of  time,  J  what  ( I 
lay)  are  thofe  Tindlures,  but  the  very  feeds  of  Me¬ 
tals,  and  the  very  metallick  roots.  But  by  what 
means  they  are  to  be  obtained,  and  to  be  brought 
under  a  Man’s  power,  for  my  part  "I  do  not  know. 
But  yet  I  could  not  but  deliver  my  fimple  opinion 
and  conceptions  concerning  this  thing,  to  the  ftudi- 
ous  of  Art. 

Tis  certain  thatall  Metals  have  their  rife  out  ofone 
and  the  lame  Seed,  but  that  they  differ  fo  very  much 
amongft  thcmfelves,  and  that  one  becomes  more  ripe 
than  another,  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  diverfity  of 
accidents.  In  one  and  the  fame  Tree  are  produced 
Blolfoms,  and  fmall  Fruits  of  an  unpleafant  taft ; 
then  afterwards  bitter  and  immature  ones,  and  at 
length  ripe  and  fweet  ones,  and  are  not  alike  either 
in  form,  odour,  or  favour,  nor  are  they  of  like  etfeils, 
and  yet  do  they  all  arile  out  of  one  beginning,  z/iz. 
out  of  their  Seed  and  Root.  So  is  it  even  with  Me- 
I  tals 

For  as  touching  their  Seed!  do  verily  believe,  that 
if  from  the  moft  fbf  e  and  as  yet  molt  immature  Me¬ 


tals,  fuchasZiw^,  Lead,  Tin,  Antimony,  Biftnute, 
Cobolt,  their  ftinking  combuftible  and  fil- 
perfluous  Sulphur,  could  by  fbme  Bath  or  other  be 
fb  taken  away,  as  that  nothing  may  remain  fave  * 
onely  a  moft  pure  Mercury,  that  then  I  fay  fuch  a 
Mercury,  or  fuch  a  Seed  of  Metals  may  be  eafily 
tranfimuted  by  pure  Gold,  as  being  the  moft  pure 
Root  of  Metals  into  a  true  Tindufe. 

But  to  turn  common  Salt  into  Salt  Peter,  the  o- 
peration  is  thus. 

Take  one  part  of  black  or  of  any  othet  common 
Salt,  and  mix  it  with  two  or  three  parts  of  Calx-vive 
being  reduced  into  Powder  by  lying  in  the  Air, 
and  lay  it  in  fuch  a  place  as  lies  open  to  the  Air  and 
Sun-beams,  but  yet  keeps  off  the  Rain,  as  we  have 
taught  in  the  Appendix. 

Moiften  this  heap  with  the  abovefaid  Lixi'vium  o|t 
Salt  Peter,  and  being  dried,  repeat  the  moiftening 
and  drying  fo  long,  untill  the  ferment  fhall  have 
converted  all  the  common  Salt  and  turned  it  into 
inflamable  Salt  Peter,  the  which  doth  either  fboner 
or  later  happen,  according  as  the  operation  hath 
been  the  more  diligently  or  negligently  handled.' 
All  being  turned  into  Salt  Peter,  let  an  extradion 
be  made  with  common' Water,  as  the  ufualcuftom 
is,  and  lay  the  Reliques  in  the  aforefaid  place,  and 
again  moiften  them  with  the  faid  Lixi'vium  as  afore, 
or  in  defed  thereof  fprinkle  them  with  common 
Water,  ftill  moiftening  them  after  each  drying,  un¬ 
till  there  be  a  new  encreafe  of  Salt  Peter  begotten, 
the  which  you  are  to  wafh  off  with  common  Water. 
And  fo  this  operation  proceeds,  or  holds  on  even  to 
infinity. 

XXIV.  Another  far  more  compendious  •way  of  conver¬ 
ting  common  Salty  by  the  help  of  fxt  Salt  Peter  into 
excellent  Salt  Peter. 

MIX  fbme  certain  weight  of  common  Salt  difToF 
ved  per  fe  in  common  Water,  and  as  much  of 
fixt  Salt  Peter  likewife  dilTolved  in  common  Water, 
mix  them  in  a  wooden  Velfel ;  in  which  Veflel  the 
fixt  Salt  Peter  being  as  it  were  a  ferment  will  feiZ]Q 
upon  the  common  Salt,  and  turn  it  by  fermentation 
into  excellent  Salt  Peter. 

He  that  defires  a  more  mature  Salt  Petdr  may  in- 
ftead  of  the  fblution  of  common  Salt,  pour  upon  the 
fixt  Salt  Peter  Lixiviumy  thofe  ftiarp  Waters  of  Salt 
Peter,  which  have  already  been  ufed  about  other 
labours,  and  they  will  feize  upon  that  Lixivium 
with  a  more  vehement  operation,  fo  that  of  both  the 
folutions  as  well  the  acid  and  fpiritual,  as  the  fixt  and 
corporeal  Peter,  there  will  be  gotten  in  a  few  hours 
fpace,  the  moft  excellent  Salt  Peter  and  fuch  as  can¬ 
not  be  by  any  other  way  whatfbever  purchafed. 

AT.  B.  If  any  one  has  a  mind  of  getting  a  greater 
quantity  of  Salt  Peter,  he  may  firft  diftblve  his  com¬ 
mon  Salt  in  the  fharp  Water  of  Salt  Peter,  and 
[mix  it]  in  that  felf  fame  Lixiviumy  \yiz.  of  Peter,] 
and  after  the  mixing  of  thefe  two  contrary  folutions 
evaporate  the  common  Water,  that  the  Salt  Peter 
may  fhoot  into  Cryftals,  of  which  there  will  indeed 
be  a  greater  quantity,  but  then  it  will  not  be  fb  good 
as  that  which  was  made  by  the  firft  operation. 

XXV.  Another  gainf till  way  of  making  good  and  bur¬ 
ning  Salt  Peter  out  of  common  Salty  by  the  help  of  fxt 
Salt  Peter. 

COmmix  equal  parts  of  the  Scoria's  of  fixt  Salt 
Peter  that  you  have  ufed,  and  of  the  cbrhrriori 
M  Kitehin 
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Kitchin  Salt  together,  and  add  thereunto  twice  as ' 

much  Calx-vive  firft  reduced  into  Powder  by  lying 
in  the  Air,  [as  they  both  weigh.]  Of  this  mixture 
make  up  round  Balls,  and  fo  pile  or  flow  them  with 
Wood  that  it  may  be  a  Stratum  Suferfiratum^  [or  a 
Bed  of  each  orderly,]  as  the  Chy  mills  call  it.  Kin¬ 
dle  your  pile  of  Wood  and  let  all  your  Balls  be  red 
hot  for  an  hour  :  And  the  fixt  Salt  Peter  will  by  a 
wonderfull  inverlbn  tranfmute  the  nature  of  the 
common  Salt,  and  turn  it  into  Salt  Peter,  but  yet 
not  inflamable  till  the  Salts  have  been  moiftned  Ibme 
due  time,  and  fo  attracted  a  life  out  of  the  Air,  and 
made  fit  to  conceive  a  flame,  or  to  burn. 

N.  B.  If  inftead  of  Rain-water  you  ule  fuch  Wa¬ 
ters  as  you  have  already  uled  and  extracted  your 
Minerals  withall,  to  moiften  your  mals  with,  then 
will  you  thence  get  in  fome  few  Weeks  fpace,  an  in¬ 
flamable  Salt  Peter. 

But  foralmuch  as  in  the  extradlion  of  Minerals 
and  leparation  of  Metals,  there  will  be  fuch  a  great 
quantity  of  fharp  nitrous  Waters,  and  likewife  of  fixt 
Salt  Peter  offer  themfelves  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
this  operation,  and  fb  great  a  benefit  and  gain  is  got¬ 
ten  by  that  fb  plentifull  an  augmentation  of  your 
Salt  Peter  (which  hath  already  fufficiently  profita¬ 
bly  paid  your  cofts)  out  of  vile  and  common  Salt ; 
hence  clearly  follows,  that  all  thofe  hitherto  defcri- 
bed  labours  and  operations  are  effedled,  in  a  manner 
without  any  cofts  or  expences,  which  is  indeed  an 
unheard  of  thing,  but  yet  moft  true,  and  exceeds 
the  belief  of  ignorant  Men. 

XXVI.  The  reduction  of  Silver  extraBed  out  of  the  Mi¬ 
nerals,  and  freed  from  the  Aq  Vovi\sby  abfiraBion, 
[or  drawing  off  the  faid  Aq.  Fortis.  ] 

The  Silver  from  which  Fortis  has  been 
drawn  by  Diftillation,  needs  not  any  matter 
to  help  on  fufibility,  for  as  much  as  it  doth  of  its 
own  nature  admit  of  a  very  eafie  Flux  ;  but  that  the 
Fugitive  Spirits  that  adhere  unto  it  would  carry 
away  fomewhat  of  the  fame.  So  now,  to  prevent 
this  difcommodity,  you  may  add  unto  fuch  a  Silver 
a  little  of  the  fixt  Salt  feparated  out  of  the  Lixivium 
[of  fixt  Peter,]  the  which  Salt  Alkaly  will  mortifie 
the  acid  fpirits  fo,  that  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  car¬ 
ry  off  any  thing  at  all  in  the  melting. 

XXVII.  The  reduBion  of  extraBed  Copper. 

IF  the  Copper  be  not  mixt  with  any  other  Metals, 
and  be  but  little  in  quantity,  it  may  be  reduced 
fb  in  Crucibles  by  it  felf,  but  if  it  be  in  a  plentifull 
quantity  it  may  be  done  by  blaft. 

But  where  it  contains  Iron  or  Laps  Calaminaris, 
( which  two  the  Minerals  [of  Copper]  do  frequent¬ 
ly  abound  w'lthall)  there  It  admits  not  of  reduction 
fer  fe  without  the  help  of  other  matters,bccaufe  of  the 
Iron,2w^,or  Calaminaris  ;  which  Minerals  aflbciating 
themfelves  with  the  Copper,  in  the  melting  are 
wont  to  make  it  brittle.  But  this  inconveniency  may 
be  prevented  the  following  way. 

XXVIII.  The  way  of  making  Coppr,  which  hath  Iron 
in  it  malleable  by  reduBion. 

MIX  fuch  Copper  as  hath  in  it  Ldfis  Calamina¬ 
ris  or  Iron,  with  common  Salt,  and  put  it  in 
a  Crucible  and  melt  it,  that  fb  the  Salt  may  aflbci* 

^  ate  or  draw  unto  it  felf  the  Iron  or  Laps  Calamina¬ 


ris  out  of  the  Copper,  and  turn  them  into  Scona^s, 
leaving  the  Copper,  which  will  fettle  to  the  bottom 
and  go  into  a  Regulus. 

XXIX.  By  what  means  Copper  is  to  be  feparated from 
the  Silver,  if  they  are  both  together  extraBed  out  of 
the  Mines,  and  the  Silver  has  not  been  precipitated 
out  of  the  folution  by  the  Water  of  Salt,  but  the  dif- 
folving  Menftruum  hath  been  abffraBed  from  them 
fo  conjoyned  both  together. 

• 

IF  the  Silver  be  more  in  quantity  than  the  Cop¬ 
per,  then  the  Copper  is  eafily  extradled  out  of 
the  other  by  the  Water  of  Salt  wherein  a  little  Tar¬ 
tar  hath  been  diflblved.'  For  Salt  and  Tartar  do 
readily  diflblve  Copper,  and  leave  the  Silver. 

But  if  the  Copper  bear  the  Bell,  and  there  be 
more  of  that  than  the  Silver,  then  will  it  be  better 
to  precipitate  the  Silver  firft  by  the  Water  of  Salt, 
out  of  the  firft  extraction  of  the  Minerals  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  the  Copper  will  be  likewife  freed  by  ab- 
ftracling  the  diflblving  Menfiruum,  infomuch  that 
each  of  thefe  two  Metals  are  gotten  apart. 

XXX.  If  the  extraBed  Copper  comprehends  in  it  any 
Gold,  by  what  means  the  Gold  may  be  therefrom  f- 
parated. 

ALbeit  if  a  fblution  of  Saturn  or  Lune  being  pou¬ 
red  on  the  diflblved  Copper,  and  well  fhook 
with  the  fame  folution  will  fifh  out  fbme  Gold,  yet 
it  gets  not  all  unlefs  it  be  debilitated  by  fome  Lixivi¬ 
um.  But  now  the  Lixivium  being  poured  there¬ 
unto  that  fb  the  folvent  being  debilitated  may  the  ea- 
fier  let  go  its  Gold  thereby,  hath  with  it  this  incon¬ 
veniency,  viz,,  that  the  fblvent  is  made  wholly  un¬ 
profitable  to  be  ufed  about  any  more  extractions. 
Nay  more,  there’s  alfo  this  difcommodity,  that  if  an 
error  be  committed  by  pouring  on  a  little  more  Lix¬ 
ivium  than  is  expedient,  there  will  alfo  precipitate 
fome  of  the  Copper  together  with  the  Gold. 

To  prevent  therefore  thefe  inconveniencies,  the 
folution  of  the  Copper  which  contains  in  it  Gold,  is 
to  be  drawn  off  even  unto  drinefs,  in  my  fecret  and 
by  me  invented  diftilling  Veflel,  in  which  Veflcl  it 
may  eafily  and  in  great  plenty  be  done  ;  and  the 
following  Menffruum  which  diffolveth  onely  Copper 
and  not  Gold  is  to  be  poured  upon  the  dried  matter, 
that  the  Copper  may  be  diflblved,  and  the  Gold  ( be 
it  either  much  or  littlej  may  remain  in  the  bottom 
undiflblved.  The  diflblved  Copper  may  be  preci¬ 
pitated  out  of  the  Water  with  a  Lixivium,  whereto 
is  added  fome  of  the  Liqour  of  Flints,  and  be  wafht 
and  dried,  and  with  ftrong  Vinegar  be  turned  into 
a  moft  delicate  Verdigreace.  The  Water  that  is 
thus  made  ufe  of,  if  it  be  pouied  on  Alkalizated 
Salts  yields  good  Salt  Peter. 

He  that  does  not  much  regard  that  green  colour 
may  feparate  the  diflblvent  from  the  Copper  by  Dif¬ 
tillation,  and  again  ufe  the  fame  for  the  like  diflbl¬ 
ving  of  new  Copper. 

But  now  there  muft  be  in  the  Copper  fo  much 
Gold  as  to  quit  the  cofts  of  this  labour,  and  to  prove 
gainfull  ;  otherwife  it  is  better  to  leave  the  Gold 
with  the  Copper  than  to  buy  it  at  fb  dear  a  rate. 
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XXXI.  the  making  of  fuch  a  Menftruum  as  dijfol- 
‘vetk  the  Copper  and  drives  from  it  felf  or  precipk 

This  dinblvent  is  no  other  than  Aej.  Fortis, 
wherein  a  little  Tartar  is  diflblved.  For  the 
Tartar  being  an  enemy  to  the  Gold,  is  wont  to  pre¬ 
cipitate  the  .Gold  out  of  the  fblutions  like  as  common 
Salt  doth  Sih’crout  oi  A^.  Fortis.  By  this  way  may 
all  the  Copper  be  eafily  feparated  from  the  Gold, 
concerning  which,  more  ftiall  be  fpoken  in  its  due 
place. 

XXXII.  Another  reduBion  of  Copper  that  hath  Gold  in 
it,  and  the  perfeB  feparation  of  the  Copper  from  the 
Gold. 


Add  to  fuch  Copper  that  hath  Gold  in  it,  fome 
Silver,  and  melt  it  with  fo  much  Regulus  of 
Antimony  as  is  twice  the  weight  of  the  faid  Metals 
thus  together  taken.  Separate  the  faid  Regulus  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Copper  from  the  Silver  by  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  Salt  Peter,  that  fo  the  Silver  may  retain 
with  the  Gold  that  was  in  the  Copper,  the  which  is 
to  be  afterwards  feparated  if  it  be  worth  the  while. 
Now  it  is  not  necellary  prefently  to  feparate  it,  for- 
afmuch  as  it  is  far  better  many  times  to  abftrait  fuch 
a  Copper  that  has  Gold  therein  from  fuch  a  Silver, 
that  fo  the  Silver  may  be  enriched  with  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  Gold  by  fo  many  abftrac1:ions ;  the  which 
abftradions  require  but  very  little  cofts  befides  the 
charges  of  the  Fire  and  Crucibles. 

For  all  the  Salt  Peter  ufed  hereabouts,  together 
with  all  the  Copper  and  all  the  of  Antimony 

may  be  thencefrom  again  recovered,  by  him  who 
rightly  knows  the  precipitation,  Befides,  there  lies 
hid  under  this  operation,  fome  great  matter  as  con¬ 
cerning  the  amending  of  the  Metals.  For  it  is  a  way 
of  arriving  to  the  knowledge  of  impregnating  all  Sil¬ 
ver  by  Copper,  with  Gold,  and  Copper  it  felf  with 
Silver  ;  concerning  which  thing  there  are  more  in- 
inftrudions  to  be  found  in  other  places  of  my  Wri¬ 
tings. 

Thefe  things  may  at  prefent  fuffice,  touching  the 
reduction  of  the  Metals  extracted  out  of  the  poor 
Mines,  and  [concerning  thofe  things  which  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  hafty  Edition  of  the  Appendix  to  the  fifth 
part  of  the  profperity  of  Germany  were  omitted 
therein ;]  the  which  defedls  the  well  minded  Reader 
may  from  hence  fupply. 
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XXXIII.  A  brief  defcription  of  the  above  mentioned  ar¬ 
tificial  Infirument,  by  the  help  whereof  the  fpirits 
necejjdry  for  the  extraBion  of  the  Metals  out  of  the 
poor  Mines  that  contain  in  them  Gold,  Silver  and 
Copper,  are  plentifully  prepared,  the  Minerals  them- 
felves  extraBed,  and  the  dijfolving  Menftruums,  a- 
gain  eafily  feparated  from  the  Metals. 

This  incomparable  and  by  me  newly  found 
out  Infirument,  being  mofi  profitable  and  com¬ 
modious  for  the  eafie  extradions  of  Metals,  and  pre¬ 
parations  of  the  diffolving  Menftruums,  is  made  of  a 
peculiar  earth,  and  is  almoft  of  the  figure  or  like- 
nefs  of  a  Bakers  Oven,  and  is  either  of  a  bigger  or 
lelfer  fize,  according  to  the  quantity  any  one  has  a 
mind  to  labour  in  ;  In  the  forepart  it  hath  a  Door, 
^d  in  the  end  [or  top]  or  very  near  it,  it  hath  an 
Outlet.  To  the  Cover  ferving  inftead  of  an  Alcm- 


bick,  a  great  receiving  Velfel  is  to  be  fitted,  fit  for 

fI®  outgoing  fpirits.  After  that  the 

furnace^  heated,  the  prepared  Salts  being  put  in 
peculiar  Pots  or  Crucibles  made  of  the  beft  earth  are 
o  be  put  with  a  pair  of  Tongs  prepared  for  this  pe¬ 
culiar  ufe  into  the  Infirument,  and  all  the  fpirits  will 
be  drawn  off  with  a  fpeedy  Difiillation.  Now 

and  theDifiillanon  may  be  done  in  the  fpace  of  one 
or  two  hours  how  great  a  quantity  foever  of  Salt 

iTover^^'lb”  ^‘^‘I^ation.  When  the  Difiiilation 
IS  over,  the  Pots  that  were  put  into  that  Infirument 

out  with  your 

1  ongs,  and  prefently  other  Pots  filled  with  Salts  are 
to  be  put  in  the  room  of  them  you  took  out,  and 
^e  fpirits  again  driven  out  by  anew  Difiillation 
1  nis  labour  may  be  kept  on  as  long  as  one  pleafetb 
or  as  long  as  he  hath  any  matter  to  diftill  withall  • 
becaufe  the  Velfel  never  cools  as  long  as  the  Diftil- 
continued.  This  Furnace  therefore  is  moli 
notably  fit  for  the  Difiillation  of  a  great  quantity  of 

The  fame  way  of  Difiillation  is  to  be  obferved  in 
the  extradion  of  Minerals  or  Metalline  Earths  the 
which  can  be  far  fooner  extraded  and  far  fpeedier 
this  way,  than  by  that  defcribed  in  the  Appendix 
which  IS  to  be  done  by  heating  the  Glalfes. 

V  the  fame  manner  is  the  diflblving  Menftruum 
itfelffpeedily  again  abfiraded  from  the  extraded 
Metals,  and  being  thereby  preferved  without  any 
lofs  IS  to  be  applied  to  farther  ufe.  This  Infirument 
therefore  doth  fo  compendioufly  and  eafily  difpatch 
all  thofe  faid  labours,  that  ffet  afide  your  Fire  and 
bait;  the  plentifull  making  your  fpirits,  the  abundant 
extradion  ofthe  Minerals,  and  the  feparation  of 
your  MenftruumPs  from  the  extraded  Metals  and  its 
prclervation,  are  in  a  manner  done  without  any 

Now  follows  an  explication  of  fome  fecrets 
effeBed  by  the  help  of  my  Sal.  Mirabilis,  concerninr 
which  there  is  mention  made  in  the  fecond  part  of  Mi¬ 
raculum  Mundi. 


IT  is  clearly  evident  from  many  places  of  fny  Wri- 
tings,  and  principally  in  the  fecond  part  of  Mi¬ 
raculum  Mundi  that  my  Sal.  Mirabilis  is  diverfly 
prepared ;  hence  it  follows  of  courle,  that  the  ule 
thereof  js  different.  For  it  hath  one  ufe  when 
[after  the  fpirit  is  thencefrom  diffilled]  it  is  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  the  Cucurbit,  and  hath  as  yet  a  corro- 
five  nature.  Contrarily,  it  hath  another  kind  of  ufe 
when  this  corrofive  Salt  is  diflblved  in  common  Wa- 
ter,  and  filmed,  andfetin  the  cold,  that  fo  the  beft 
part  thereof  may  fhoot  into  long  Cryfials,  which 
having  no  corrofive  power,  ferve  fora  peculiar  ufe. 
It  hath  likewife  another  ufe  when  it  is  deprived  of 
all  corrofivity  and  turned  into  a  fweetncls,  as  I  have 
fhown  in  many  places  of  my  Writings.  This  is  to 
be  known  by  fuch  as  would  ufe  it,  for  this  or  that 
labour,  that  fo  they  may  commit  no  error,  but  be 
thereby  rendred  Mafiers  of  their  defires  the  more 
eafily. 

We  will  therefore  make  infpedion  into  fome  of 
thofe  principal  fecrets  which  are  declared  in  the  fe¬ 
cond  part  of  Miraculum  Mundi,  and  examine  whether 
or  no  they  can  be  effefted  after  the  fame  manner  I 
preferibed  i 


XXXV.  By 
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XXXV.  By  v>hat  means  any  Water ^  Wine^  Ale^  Vine¬ 
gar  and  other  Itsfours  may  he  coagulated  in  afein 
%ours  [face  into  hard  peces  hke  Ice,  by  the  Sal.  Mira¬ 
bilis. 

For  fuch  a  coagulation  of  all  watery  and  rnoift 
things  ,  well  edulcorated  ( as  the  Chymilts 
phrafe  is)  Sal.  Mirabilts  is  to  be  taken  and  fuch  as 
is  fhot  into  long  Cryftals,  prepared  of  an  equal 
weight  of  Salt  and  good  C3il  of  Vitriol,  becaufe  a 
moft  great  drinefs  arifeth  from  the  Oil  of  Vitriol. 

Such  an  excellently  well  prepared 
and  which  is  Ihot  into  long  Cryftals,  is  to  be  redu¬ 
ced  (by  calcination  in  the  Sun)  into  a  fine  powder, 
that  fb  it  may  Jofe  all  its  moiftnefs  and  y  et  not  melt. 
For  if  it  meltsi  then  it  would  need  grinding  again  ; 
one  part  of  this  calcined  Sal.  Mirabtlis  is  able  to  co¬ 
agulate  three  parts  of  Water,  Wine,  Ale,  or  any 
other  liqour  which  it  is  mixed  withall,  intoa  dry  mat¬ 
ter  like  to  Ice,  infomuch  that  it  may  be  carried  in  a 
Sack  or  a  Sieve  full  of  holes. 

But  what  ufe  fuch  a  coagulation  may  ferve  for, 
would  be  too  tedious  to  declare  in  this  place.  Any 
one  will  find  what  ufe  is  to  be  thereof  made,  if  he 
well  meditates  upon  the  thing. 


XXXVI.  rhe  feparation  of  the  Water,  Wine,  or  Ale, 
from  the  Sal.  Mirabilis. 

The  coagulated  liquors  may  be  commodioufly 
feparated  from  the  Sal.  Mirabilis  by  Diftillati- 
on  ;  but  the  aquofity  of  the  coagulated  Wine  and 
Ale  are  to  be  feparated  onely  by  Diftillation,  and 
the  grofler  part  remains  behind  in  the  Cucurbit 
with  the  Salt.  But  the  Sal.  Mirabilis  is  by  calcina¬ 
tion,  again  freed  from  all  impurity,  and  again  made 
white  and  fit  for  any  other  fuch  like  new  etfeft. 

K  B.  I  doubt  not  but  that  there  are  other  ways 
of  coagulating  watery  liqours  into  Ice,  concerning 
which  we  ftialliTay  fomewhat  in  their  due  place. 

% 

XXXVII.  How  the  jharp  fpirits  of  Saks,  as  Aq.  For¬ 
ds,  Aq.  Regis,  Sprit  of  Salt,  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  of 
AUum,  and  the  like  may  be  coagulated  into  hard  Salts, 
not  milike  tofroz,en  Water. 

^HIS  coagulation  of  fharp  Spirits  out  of  Salts,  is 
,  done  the  fame  way  as  the  coagulation  of  common 
'  ■  other  fweet  liqours  is  performed  by  ;  but 

'  tlyfeparation  ought  to  be  done  in  Veflels  of  the  beft 
Earth,  or  in  Glals,  becaufe'  of  their  fharpnels.  And 
certain  iris,  that  whjh.thefeEoagulated  Spirits  of 
Salts  many.:^thlng«  of  gveat  moment  may  be  done, 
the  mentioning  v.’.ioreof  we  for  brevity  fake  do 
here  pais  over.  t 

For  I  have  purpofed  to  demonftrate  at  this  time, 
feme  fecrets  onely  which  are  mentioned  in  the  fecond 
part  of  Miraculum  Mundi,  and  to  affert  the  truth  of 
them. 

By  thefe  two  defcribed  coagulations  any  one  may 
eafily  learn  that  the  coagulation  of  other  moift  things 
are  poflible  to  be  done. 

XXXVIII  How  the  head  of  a  fountain  may  he  flopped 
up  by  this  Sal.  Mirabilis.  \ 


fomerimes  very  difficult  to  be  ftopt  up,  I  will  fet 
down  a  way  in  this  place  of  ftopping  it  by  Sal.  Mi¬ 
rabilis,  but  chiefly  to  this  end,  that  the  nature  and 
property  of  things  may  be  throughly  learned,  and 
befides,  that  even  Arts  and  Sciences  themfelves  do 
femetime  bring  no  fmall  help,  efpecially  when  no 
counfel  avails.  Take  therefore  of  your  Sal.  Mirabilis, 
heated  red  hot  as  much  as  isfufficient,  wrap  it  up  in 
a  linnen  cloth  and  thruft  it  into  the  hole  of  the  Foun¬ 
tain,  and  it  will  be  turned  with  the  Water  into  an 
hard  Stone,  and  thereby  enforceth  the  Fountain  to 
feek  it  felf  feme  other  paffage. 

XXXIX.  The  way  of  feparating  the  Phlegm  from  fubtile 
Spirits. 

BEcaufe  the  Volatile  and  fulphureous  Spirits  of 
Salts  are  of  great  efficacy  in  Medicine,  and  prin¬ 
cipally  when  their  Phlegm  or, aqueous  humidities  are 
removed  from  them,  the  which  thing  every  one  can  t 
bring  to  pafs,  I  have  therefore  judged  it  Worth 
while,  even  for  the  fake  of  the  Sick,  to  difeover  an 
eafie  way  of  fb  doing ,  by  my  Sal.  -  Mirabihs  as 
follows. 

Fill  a  Glafs  Cucurbit  half  full  with  Sal.  Mirabilis, 
pour  thereupon  the  Volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  Niter, 
or  common  Salt,  and  diftill  thence  by  B,  the  moft 
fubtile  Spirit,  the  which  w'ill  come  off,  and  leave 
the  unprofitable  Phlegm  behind  with  the  Sal.  Mira¬ 
bilis,  the  which  (by  heating  red  hot)  you  may  again 
render  fit  for  new  operations. 


IT  fomerimes  happens  that  there  breaks  out  a 
Spring  of  Waters  in  feme  places  where  it  proves 
offcnfive  and  hurtfull.  And  forafmuch  as  they  are 


XL.  Another  and  eafier  way,  yea  e'ven  almofl  an  in¬ 
credible  and  miraculous  one  of  freeing  Wine,  Ale, 
Vinegar,  Brandy,  and  all  other  motfl  liquors  from 
their  unprofitable  Phlegm  in  a  moment  of  time,  by  my 
Sal.  Mirabilis. 

The  precedent  coagulation  of  moift  liquors  arifeth 
from  that  moft  great  drinefs  which  lies  hid  in  the 
Sal.  Mirabihs.  But  this  way  we  now  deliver,  pro- 
ceedeth  from  the  con  centrated  cold  of  moift  Fires, 
which  Fires  we  have  treated  of  in  the  firft  Century,, 
and  ’tis  thus. 

Take  one  pound  of  the  abovefaid  Sal.  Mirabihs, 
put  it  in  a  ftrong  Glafs,  and  pour  thereupon  two 
parts  or  pounds  of  the  concentrated  and  cold  fire  of 
feme  Salts,  whether  it  be  of  Vitrol,  or  common 
Salt,  or  Salt  Peter,  whofe  Fire  excells  the  Fires  of 
other  Salts  ;  and  let  them  lie  quiet  for  feme  hours, 
and  there  will  be  made  an  Icy  mafs  of  them  both, 
the  which  you  ffiall  in  the  Winter  time  fet  out  in  the ' 
Snow  or  in  feme  cold  place  which  by  how  much  the 
colder  fo  much,  the  better;  where  the  longer  it 
abides  in  the  cold,  the  more  will  the  cold  Fire  be 
con  centrated,  and  confequently  fb  much  the  greater 
matters  may  by  fuch  a  con  centrated  body  beeffec* 
.ted. 

XLI.  The  receiving  or  catching  the  breath  of  Men,  as 
they  fit  in  fame  warm  Stove,  and  the  changing  it  in¬ 
to  the  form  of  Ice. 

IF  thou  haft  a  mind  to  create  a  kind  of  admiration 
amongft  thy  Guefts  or  Friends  when  they  are 
with  thee,  and  tagive  them  feme  profitable  recrea¬ 
tion,  you  may  accomplifh  your  defire  the  following 
way. 

Carry  with  thee  a  Glafs  full  of  the  moift  Fire  of 
Salt,  and  which  is  coagulated  by  the  Sal.  Mir  abdis, 
and  hath  ftood  feme  hours  in  the  cold,  into  the 
warm  Stove,  and  hang  it  up  over  the  Table  by  a 
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thread  or  linall  line,  when  your  Guefts  are  fet  at 
the  Table,  and  when  they  ask  you  what  this  ligni¬ 
tes,  you  may  tell  them  that  you  will  for  their  Re¬ 
creations  fake,  Ihew  them  lome  pleafant  diverfion  ; 
after  they  have  made  an  end  of  earing  and  drinking. 
Upon  this  they  will  all  of  them  have  a  defire  to  lee 
thole  tricks  and  ever  now  and  then  caft  up  their 
eyes  upon  the  Glals.  But  after  that  the  Glals  has 
there  hang’d  a  minute  or  half  minutes  fpace,  the 
breath  of  the  Men  that  fit  about  it  will  prelently 
apply  it  lelf  to  the  Glals,  and  flick  on  to  the  outfide 
thereof  like  Snow,  and  cover  it  all  over  ;  and  thick¬ 
en  more  and  more,  inlbmuch  that  in  a  fhort  time  it 
will  have  a  thick  and  hoary  beard,  all  about  con- 
fifting  of  natural  Ice  ;  and  will  lb  long  keep  on  its 
cncreafing  as  the  con  centrated  coldlafls  in  the  Glals. 
Then  at  length  the  Glafs  growing  a  little  hot,  after 
the  internal  cold  of  the  con-centrated  Fire  is  confu- 
med,  that  Icy  beard  begins  again  to  melt  and  being 
refolved,  to  diflillinto  a  Water,  for  the  receiving  of 
which  diftilling  drops  fome  Velfel  is  to  be  fet  under. 
This  is  a  wonderfull  Diflillation  of  Men’s  breath, 
which  coming  out  of  their  mouths  in  their  difcour- 
flng,  is  reduced  by  the  con  centrated  Fire  of  Salt 
into  Ice,  and  at  length,  again  into  Water  by  the 
heat  of  the  Stove. 

This  fo  fpeedy  an  operation  or  tranfmutation  of  a 
moift  and  watery  vapour  into  natural  Ice,  feems  in¬ 
deed  at  the  outfide  view  to  be  but  a  vile  and  unpro¬ 
fitable  thing  ;  but  if  it  be  but  well  minded  by  the 
fight  of  the  internal  mind,  it  not  onely  begets  a 
moft  great  admiration,  but  withall  opens  the  moft 
excellent  knowledge  of  natural  things. 

Such  as  greedily  hunger  after  Gold  will  fay,  what 
benefit  comes  from  thele  tricks had  Gold  but  dif 
tilled  from  the  Glafs  we  would  have  faved  it,  what 
need  we  any  Water.?  or  if  it  had  been  noble  or 
generous  Wine,  we  could  have  prized  fuch  an  inge¬ 
nious  knack,  and  drunk  it  off.  Take  away  that 
filthy  Water  and  bring  us  the  gallant  Wine.  Such 
difeourfe  as  this,  let  one  of  thy  Friends  purpolely 
utter,  being  thereto  firfl  fuborned  by  thee,  that  fo 
thou  maift  the  more  delight  the  reft  of  thy  Friends 
that  are  ignorant  of  thele  things,  by  thy  prefently 
fatisfying  him  that  is  fo  defirous  of  Wine,  faying, 
that  if  thy  Friends  and  Guefts  do  delire  better  Wine, 
thou  art  ready  to  draw  it  them.  Upon  this,  thy 
Guefts  will  diligently  liflen  and  delire  to  fee  what 
better  Wine  thou  wilt  draw  them  out  of  thy  Celler. 
The  chiefeft  of  thefe  will  well  know  that  thou  haft 
not  in  thy  Cellar  fuch  variety  of  Wines. 

In  the  mean  while,  have  ready  fbme  finall  GlalTes 
which  contain  fome  Ounces,  filled  with  the  concen¬ 
trated  Fires  of  Salts,  and  well  ftiut  and  firings  tied 
ready  unto  them ;  now  when  thou  hafl  a  mind  to 
give  them  a  relifti  of  thy  Art  of  bettering  Wines,  and 
rendring  them  more  generous,  command  a  Cann  of 
common  Wine  to  be  brought  thee,  and  give  it  to 
thy  Guefts  to  drink  But  now  when  they  fhall per¬ 
ceive  that  it  is  the  fame  fort  of  Wine  they  had  for¬ 
merly,  and  that  thou  haft  not  given  them  any  bet¬ 
ter,  thou  (halt  fatisfie  them  by  the  following  way. 

XLII.  A  momentary  operation  of  rendring  any  common 
PP'me  more  generous^  and  exceedingly  bettered  by  the 
cold  Fires  oj  Salts  j  and  that  in  the  presence  of  many 
Men. 

Command  one  of  thofe  Glafles  prepared  for  this 
purpol'e  to  be  brought  unto  thee,  and  let  it* 


down  by  the  thread  into  the  Glafs  full  of  Wine, 
which  being  done,  the  con  centrated  cold  that  lies 
in  thy  little  Glafs,  which  thou  hang'ft  in  the  greater 
one  of  Wine  will  draw  to  it  felf  the  watery  and  un¬ 
profitable  parts  of  the  Wine,  and  change  it  into 
an  incipid  Ice.  And  by  how  much  the  longer  you 
leave  that  little  Glafs  in  your  Wine,  1b  much  the 
more  Water  will  be  drawn  there  out  of,  and  the 
Wine  will  be  made  the  more  generous  thereby.  But 
th*e  fooner  you  take  it  our,  the  le(s  Water  will  be 
feparated ;  fo  that  out  of  one  Cann  of  Wine 
you  may  by  this  means  give  your  Guefts  levcral  forts 
of  Wine  to  drink,  or  rather  may  let  them  better  the 
Wine  themfolves  even  according  to  their  pleafurc. 
For  by  this  operation  the  unprofitable  Water  being 
drawn  out  of  the  Wine  and  turned  into  Ice,  is  fopa- 
rated  and  taken  away ;  part  therefore  of  the  Water 
being  taken  away,  the  remainder  muft  neceflarily 
be  much  more  efficacious  and  more  fweet  than  it  was 
afore,  when  it  had  Water  conjoyned  as  yet  with  it. 

A  Mafter  of  a  Family  ufing  this  Artifice  may 
make  for  himfelf  and  his  Guefts,  divers  Wines  though 
drawn  out  of  one  Barreh 

Now  fuch  a  fecret  is  not  onely  full  of  Curiofityj 
but  alfo  of  profit,  and  may  prove  helpfull  and  do 
much  good  leveral  ways.  I  could  if  need  required 
declare  a  thoufand  conveniencies,  and  Commodities 
proceeding  therefrom.  But  becaufo  I  judge  it  need- 
left  to  fpend  time  in  declaring  them,  I  will  at  pre- 
fent  mention  onely  fome  few,  remitting  the  reft  to 
the  following  Centuries,  in  which  fhall  be  made  men¬ 
tion  of  them  according  as  the  [matter  and^  time  re¬ 
quires  or  permits. 

XLIII.  The  amending  of  any  midling  or  fmallijh  Ale 
in  the  Winter  Seafon^  as  well  at  Heme  as  Abroad. 

IT  fometimes  happens  that  a  Mafter  of  a  Family 
hath  but  onely  one  fort  of  Wine  or  of  Ale  in  his 
Qillar,  the  which  he  is  accuftomed  to  drink,  and 
puts  not  in  his  Cellar  any  better  Wine  or  Ale  either 
by  reafon  of  poverty,  or  elfe  becaufe  the  Cellar  lies 
open  to  every  body,  both  Men  fervams  and  Maid- 
ervants,  and  they  will  to  the  beft  Tap,  and  fo  he 
ears  it  will  be  too  chargeable. 

But  forafmuch  as  old  Men’s  Stomachs,  when  they 
bmetimes  feed  on  Stock -fifh  dried,  or  on  Martelmas 
Beef,  or  Fifh,  by  reafon  of  its  debility  through  old 
Age,  cannot  perform  its  office  of  Concodion  :  The 
Ale  or  Wine  may  by  the  help  of  this  fecret  be  pre¬ 
fently  rendred  ftronger,  efpecially  in  the  Winter 
Seafon,  in  which  Seafon  a  warmer  and  ftronger 
draught  of  Ale  and  Wine  is  more  beneficial  than  in 
the  former  months,  and  then  they  can  better  brook 
the  want  of  the  fame.  But  fome  may  objed  and 
fay,  where  fhall  I  get  fuch  a  concentrated  cold  as 
may  enable  me  to  extrad  the  Water  out  of  the 
Wine hereunto  I  anfwer  that  there  will  be  many 
that  will  prepare  it  for  time  to  come  and  vvill  fpare 
it  to  others  ;  and  yet  no  body  needs  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  thereof  neither.  If  a  Mafter  of  a  Family  hath 
but  one  onely  half  pound  of  the  fame,  he  may 
ufe  it  his  whole  life  time,  if  he  but  keep  it  fo  as  that 
the  Glafs  break  not  and  fpill  it.  For  when  he  hath 
taken  away  the  Water  of  one  or  two  Pots  of  Ale  or 
Wine,  let  him  remove  the  Ice  from  the  Glafs,  and 
fet  it  again  in  the  cold  till  he  needs  it.  For  fuch  a 
cold  cSiccntrating  Magnet  always  keeps  its  virtues, 
and  is  never  corrupted,  but  always  fit  for  the  effed- 
ing  of  many  wonderfull  things. 

^  N  iV.  B.  If 


Part  II, 


The  Second  Century. 


\S 

N.  B.  If  you  have  not  thofe  fires  of  Salts  the  hea¬ 
vy  Oil  of  Vitriol,  Oil  of  Salt,  or  Ac^.  Fortis  may  be 
ufed  hereabout  ;  but  yet  thefe  Oils  do  not  in  any 
comparifon  perform  what  thofe  concentrated  Fires 
of  Salts  arc  able  to  effed.  But  however  they  de 
monftrate  the  thing  it  felf  though  they  bring  no  great 
ftore  of  profit,  and  this  any  one  may  eafily  under- 
ftand. 

For  there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  the  watery 
and  not  watery  Fires  of  Salts,  any  common  and  fim^ly 
bare  Water  cannot  become  fo  cold  as  the  Water  of 
any  Salt,  and  this  Salt-water  cannot  be  lo  cold  as  a 
common  Spirit  of  Salt,  nor  can  this  Spirit  by  any 
means  arrive  to  that  degree  of  cold  as  a  concentra¬ 
ted  Spirit  ufually  attains  to.  So  a  skin  of  Leather  is 
never  fo  coW  as  Wood,  nor  Wood  as  a  Stone,  nor 
a  Stone  as  an  heavy  Metal ;  the  difference  proceeding 
tfom  the  thicknefs  of  the  compadion,  for  verily  any 
thing  will  concentrate  the  more  cold  or  heat  and  fix 
it  with  it  felf,  by  how  much  the  compader  and 
thicker  body  it  (hall  be  of.  For  it  is  the  property  of 
a  concentrated  cold  to  kill  a  thing  and  to  make  it 
hard  and  ftiff.  Contrarywife  a  concentrated  heat 
giy^  a  fpeedy  life,  and  corredion,  and  emendation, 
and  this  experience  it  felf  teacheth. 

O  happy  Man  is  he  that  can  make  a  Metalline 
Salt  as  corapad  and  thick,  and  heavy  as  a  Metal, 
and  can  by  conferving  it  a  due  time  in  the  heat  ofthe 
Fire,  that  the  heat  may  by  little  and  little  and  gra¬ 
dually  be  concentrated  and  fixed  therein,  make  it 
fufiie.  Without  doubt  fuch  an  one  would  get  a 
Tindure  that  would  cure  the  moft  grievous  Dif- 
eafes,  and  change  the  imperfed  Metals  into  perfed. 
For  it  is  the  Fire  onely  that  begets  a  maturity  to  any 
thing,  and  by  how  much  the  ftronger  and  greater 
the  Fire  is  fb  much  the  fpeedier  and  better  amending 
of  any  thing  may  be  expeded. 

Thefe  things  which  I  have  here  briefly  declared 
arc  of  greater  moment,  dignity,  and  weight  than 
any  one  can  believe  ;  and  befides  there’s  no  dogbt 
but  that  there  will  fhoftly  fbme  ftep  fprth,  who 
will  without  any  fear  teftifie  the  verity  of  Art,  by 
changing  imperfed  Metals  and  turning  them  into 
pure  Gpld  ;  fo  common  will  Alchymy  become  in 
this  Age,  which  was  neither  heard  of  nor  feen  be¬ 
fore  in  this  World.  Nay  more.  Men  will  make  this 
Art  fo  familiar  unto  them  that  they  will  not  much 
efteem  even  of  particular  Tindures^ 

But  why  God  permits  fuch  things  to  be  done,  is 
to  us  wholly  unknown,  thus  much  we  fee  onely, 
that  doubtlefs  there  will  follow  fonie  great  change  in 
the  World  ;  happy  (hall  they  be  who  having  the 
(ear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  and  areof  a  pure  mind, 
cannot  he  hurt  by  the  Devil  nor  Sin  his  Mother. 

XLIV.  wherein  this  fecret  is  b^nefici0,l  to  thofe  thfit  tM- 
•vel  in  tjb^e  Winter  Seafon. 

NEceflity  doth  fometimes  enforce  old  Men  to  un¬ 
dertake  a  Journey  in  the  Winter,  which,  if 
no  urgent  haft  forcetb,  may  be  fo  ordered  that  at 
Noon  and  Night  quiet  reft  may  be  always  taken  in 
fuch  a  place  in  which  is  plenty  of  Meat  and  Drink 
But  iffo  bethat  an  urgency  of  occafion  requires 
a  going  on  forward,  whether  one  ride  on  Horfe 
back,  or  in  a  Coach  or  Waggon,  and  that  either 
the  Snow  render  the  way  difficult,  or  feme  Wheel 
of  the  Waggon  be  by  chance  broken,  and  fo  the 
journying^  Perfon,  hindred  from  coming  to  the  place 
aimed  at  in  the  appointed  dme,  he.  is  fometimes  by  • 


this  means  conftrained  to  turn  afide  to  a  poor  Pea« 
fants  lodging,  or  if  his  fortune  be  a  little  more  favou¬ 
rable,  he  is  neflitated  to  Inn  in  fome  poor  Village, 
where  he  can  neither  meet  with  Wine  or  good  Ale  ; 
he  now  that  thus  journieth  may  out  of  the  poor 
Wine  or  Ale  make  himfelf  better  Wine  or  Ale,  and 
the  better  provide  for  his  health  if  he  hath  about 
him,  fuch  a  magnet  in  fome  fmall  Glafs  that  attrac- 
teth  Ice  to  it. 

XLV.  Whflt  frofit  thofe  that  fail  in  the  Sea  way  h/rve 
hy  this  fecret. 

IT  may  fo  happen  that  a  Man  taking  Ship 
with  hopes  of  arriving  in  a  (hort  fpaceof  timeto 
the  end  of  his  Voyage,  though  he  has  fome  little  of 
good  Wine  or  Ale,  may  be  enforced  if  the  Wind 
prove  contrary  to  flay  longer  upon  the  Sea ;  his 
good  Wine  therefore  and  his  Ale  being  fpent,  he 
may  make  that  fmall  Beer  in  tfie  Ship  which  the 
common  Marriners  drink  of  better,  and  preferve 
his  own  health. 

XLVI.  by  the  helf  of  this  fecret  the  unprofitable 

Thlegw  of  Brandy  made  of  Corn  may  be  taken  away.^ 
that  fo  it  may  become  equal  to  the  Jpirit  that  is  made 
of  the  lees  of  Wine. 

TO  the  effeifting  of  this  bufinefs  there  is  required 
a  greater  Magnet,  which  may  remove  that 
Phlegm  then  needed  to  the  Wine  or  Ale,  becayfe 
Brandy  is  pf  an  hotter  nature  than  Wine  or  Ale, 
which  do  more  willingly  let  go  their  waterinels 
than  adu(t  Wine  is  wont  to  do. 

XLVII,  By  what  means  the  fuferfluous  waterifimefs  it 
to  be  taken  away  from  the  weaker  or  waterifixr  W 
negar,  that  fo  it  may  be  made  fironger. 

The  waterilhnels  of  the  weaker  or  more  aqueous 
fort  of  Vinegar  doth  fulfer  it  folf  to  be  more  ea¬ 
fily  extracted  by  the  help  of  that  Ice-attrading  Mag¬ 
net,  and  the  rather  becaufe  ir,  'viz,.  the  Vinegar  puts 
on  an  Icy  form  muchfooner  tnan  any  other  Drinks. 

XLVm.  It  may  be  quaried  whether  or  no  this  bettering 
of  Wincy  Alcy  Vinegar f  Brandy ^  and  other  Drinks., 
and  r endring  them  fironger  and  jweeter,  may  be  done 
in  great  plenty,  or  whether  it  is  to  be  accounted  of  at 
a  quriofity  onely  ? 

For  anfwer,  verily  it  is  a  moft  excellent  focrec 
moft  aptly  fatisfying  the  cusious  inquiry  of  mor¬ 
tal  Men,  which  the  World  as  yet  never  knew,  and 
yet  it  canefte(ft  fuch  unheard  of  things,  which  it  is 
pot  neceflaiy  that  they  fliould  be  divulged. 

As  touching  the  plentifull  lepararion  of  Water 
from  Wipe,  Ale,  or  other  Drinks  [in  great  quantity] 
the  fame  may  be  done  and  that  with  profit,  and  in 
fome  places  bring  no  fmall  gain  to  him.  who  knows 
how  rightly  and  artificially  to  accomplifti  the  fame. 
I  have  done  enough  as  to  my  affairs  in  laying  ito- 
pen  ;  we  muft  not  boil  meat  for  the  flothfull  and 
thruft  it  into  their  mouths.  Let  them  get  it  rhem- 
felves  if  they  will,  and  rightly  take  care  of  their  owp 
matters. 


XLIX  Whe^^ 
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X  LIX.  Whether  or  no  likewife  a  great  quantity  of  cold 
Firei  out  of  Salts  may  be  eafily  prepared. 

For.  anfwer,  yes,  Ib  great  a  quantity  of  them 
may  be  prepared  as  a  Man  would  wifh  for,  or 
as  his  necelficy  (hall  enforce  him  to  defire.  But  be- 
caufe  fuch  cold  Fires  of  Salts  are  the  effeders  of 
admirable  and  incredible  things  which  the  World 
■never knew  of,  therefore  the  copious  preparing  and 
getting  of  them  deferves  to  be  concealed.  Let  there¬ 
fore  every  one  be  content  with  thofe  things  which 
1  have  publifhed  in  the  firft  Century  :  haply  in  pro- 
cels  of  time  more  may  follow. 

X.  Horn  my  Sal  Mirabilis  can  free  watery  Oils  of  their 
Jttperfluous  humidity. 

MIX  one  pound  of  this  my  Sal  Mirabilis  redu¬ 
ced  by  wafmth  into  a  finaPowder,  with  ten 
or  twenty  pounds  of  good  Oil  Olive,  or  new  Lin- 
fced  Oil ;  the  Sal  Mirabilis  is  to  be  coramixt  warm 
with  the  Oil,  and  being  well  Itirred  about  with  it, 
draws  to  it  felf  all  the  Water,  and  fettles  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Velfel,  from  which  the  clear  Oil  is  to 
be  leparated  by  pouring  it  off  ^  and  all  the  Water 
and  impurity  of  the  Oil  is  to  be  fevered  from  the 
Sal  Mirabilssy  that  fo  it  may  be  recovered  and  be 
again  profitable  for  fuch  like  operations. 


LIII.  ^efiion.  Why  doth  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  which 
Corn  has  been  macerated  wtthall  afore  its  fowingy 
and  fame  whereof  is  mixed  with  the  Earthy  \_or  fown^ 
attraSl  the  Rainy  coagulate  ity  and  hold  tt  with  it 
felf  longer  than,  other  Salt  s  ? 

For  anlwer,  this  is  to  be  imputed  to  its  moft 
great  drinefs  which  it  abounds  withalf. 

LIV.  rhe  preparation  of  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  fo  as  that  it 
may  become  an  miverfal  Aiedscine  for  all  Vegetables. 

HE  Sal  Mirabilis  as  it  is  of  it  felf,  is  by  realbn 
of  its  corroding  virtues  which  it  as  yet  retains 
plainly  unfit  for  the  multiplication  of  the  Vegetables, 
for  that  being  fo  ufed  would  prove  more  hurtfull 
than  profitable.  Upon  this  account  it  is  necellary 
that  to  one  part  of  it  be  added  two  parts  by  weight, 
of  the  beft  Calx-vivey  which  being  moiftened  with 
Water  and  made  up  into  Balls,  are  to  be  well  hea¬ 
ted  red  hot  for  an  hour,  that  fe  all  the  corrofivity 
being  introverted  tlpeS^/  Mirabilis  may  be  Alkaliza- 
ted,  and  ufed  to  the  Vegetables  for  an  univerfal 
Medicine  ;  for  k  conferves  its  attracting  force,  and 
lofeth  it  not  in  the  beefing  red 

LV.  Whaf  s  the  reafon  that  Wood  lying  long  in  the  Wo- 
ter  wherein  §aj  Mkabjlis  is  dijfohedy  is  turned  into 
an  hard  Sjs^m  ? 


LI.  The  way  of  taking  off  the  mufiinefs  or  fink  from,  a 
Veffel  corrupted  or  grown  mufy  by  lyings  that  it  may 
hejtgainft  to  put  more.  Wine  into. 


For  anfwer,  this  operation  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the 
incredible  aftringenr  property  and  nature,  that 
the  S,aL  Adkahilis  is  enduj?d  withall. 


SMear  over  the  infide  hollownefs  of  fuch  a  Veflel 
with  the  concentrated  moift  Fire  of  Salt,  that  it 
may  be  every  where  wetted,  and  fprinkle  thereupon 
fo  much  of  the  Sal  Mirabilis  as  will  (tick  thereunto. 
For  fo  that  cold  Fire  of  concentrated  Salt,  with  the 
attracted  Sal  Mirabilis  will  become  hard  and  not 
run,  and  flick  on  to  the  Veflel;  and  that  laid  Fire 
will  in  a  few  days  fpace  burn  up  all  the  mouldinefl 
and  flinch,  juft  as  if  the  common  Fire  of  Wood  had 
been  ufed  thereabouts.  The  Veffel  being  waftied 
with  boiling  Water  is  again  rend  red  fit  and  conve¬ 
nient  ro  put  Wine  into. 

This  operation  is  not  here  taught  for  fome  ftink- 
ing  Velfels  fake  that  is  not  worth  the  while,  but  to 
tins  end,  that  other  fecrets  of  greater  moment,  and 
which  are  profitable,  may  be  learned  thereby  and 
known.  For  under  thefe  operations  lie  hidden 
many  wonderfull  things,  and  fuch  as  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Readers  will  not  confider.  But  to  what 
end  is  k  to  light  up  a  Torch  before  fuch  Men,  that 
are  left  by  God  in  blindnefs  and  darknefs,  and  hath 
not  vouchfafed  to  beftowon  them  any  Eyes. 

LII.  'ihs  manner  of  preferving  aU  kinds  of  Fruits y  Eggs, 
Onionsy  and  other  moif  Fruits  of  the  ground  a  long 
time  from  corrupting. 

The  fweet  or  dulcified  Sal  Mirabilis  is  to  be  well 
dried  by  the  help  of  the  Fire,  and  being  put 
in'fome  Veflel  with  Fruits,  Eggs  or  fuch  like,  with  a 
thick  and  clofe  laying  [or  bed  of  one  upon  the  other] 
doth  by  its  drinefs  fo  preferve  all  things,  and  by  its 
attracting  virtue  of  all  corrupting  humidity,  that  for 
a  long  time  they  feel  not  the  lealt  corruption. 


LVI.  To  reduce  an  half  dead  free  to  life  again  by  the 
help  of  Sal  Mirabilis,  that  it  ma^  retf  ive  and  begin 
again  to  fprout  out. 

MIX  with  the  digged  up  Earth,  with  which  the 
Roots  of  the  Trees  are  covered,  one,  two, 
three  OF  jmore  pounds  of  the  Sal  Mirabilis y  according 
to  the  bign€;fl  or  littlenefs  of  the  Tree,  and  again, 
cover  over  the  Roots  with  the  fame,  and  pour  upon 
the  Earth  it  felf,  fome  Rain  water,  that  being  there¬ 
by  moiftned,  the  Roots  may  the  better  partake  of 
the  Salt  that  is  mixed  with  it. 

By  this  means,  the  Tree  will  attract  to  it  felf  the 
Medicine  or  good  nutriment  out  of  the  Salt,  and 
will  be  eberiftied  and  refrelhed  juft  as  a  piece  of 
bread  or  other  food  being  given  to  an  hunger-ftarv’d 
Ma-n  re, flores  him  his  ftrength  again. 

LVIII.  How  by  the  help  of  Sal  Mirabilis  mofi  hard  and 
infoluble  fubjetls  may  be  very  eajily  diffolved. 

LET  the  nature  and  property  of  a  Char-coal  of 
Wood  be  confidered,  the  which  is  fijch,  as  that 
if  it  be  kept  in  the  greateft  Fire  for  many  years,  and 
all  external  ak  kept  out  from  it ;  it  will  neither  eve^ 
melt,  nor  ever  lofe  ought  of  its  body,  but  will 
come  out  again  in  the  very  feme  form  as  it  had  at 
your  pUitting  it  into  the  Fire. 

So  likewife  a  Wood  coal  is  able  to  endure  an  hunr 
dred,  yea  a  thoufend  years  in  the  Earth,  Water,  pr 
even  the  moft  fharp  corro/ive  Waters  unhurt.  This 
fo  moft  fharp  a  tryal,  neither  Gold  nor  Silver  thpugh 
they  be  the  pureft  and  moft  conftant  are  able  to  un¬ 
dergo.  And  although  a  Coal  be  thus  durable,  yec 
neverthelefs  will  I  diflblve  it  in  half  an  hours  foace, 
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iind  convert  it  into  a.  red  fufile  Salt,  which  is  diflolva* 

ble  with  Water,  and  yields  a  wonderfull  liquor 
which  is  the  effeder  of  incredible  operations  both  in 
Medicine  and  in  Alchymy. 

IIX.  What  Sal  Mirabilis  h  to  he  ufed  to  dijjolve  the 
Coles. 

The  Sal  Mirabilis  is  diverfly  prepared,  as  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  fecond  part  of  Miraculum  Mundi ; 
but  whatway  foeverit  be  prepared  by,  it  may  be 
commodioufly  applied  to  the  lolution  of  Char-coals, 
nor  needeth  it  any  farther  preparation,  but  even 
juft  fo  as  it  is  taken  out  of  the  Cucurbit  and  is  as  yet 
corrofive  is  to  be  ufed  to  diflblve  all  things. 

LX.  The  manner  of  reducing  any  Char-coal  in  half  an 
hours  fface  to  its  firf  matter^  that  is^  into  a  Julphu^ 
reous  Salty  by  the  Sat  Mirabilis. 


Melt  two  or  three  ounces  of  Sal  Mirahihs  in 
fome  Pot  or  Crucible,  and  throw  in  a  peice 
of  Wood' coal  or  Char  coal,  and  cover  the  Pot  with 
its  Cover,  and  let  it  flow  for  one  half  hour,  thatfo 
the  Salt  may  dilTolve  as  much  of  that  Coal  as  it  can, 
and  may  leave  the  reft  of  it  which  it  cannot  diflblve, 
undiflblved.  Then  pour  out  your  matter  and  you 
fhall  find  a  red  Stone  of  Salt,  which  being  tailed 
upon  the  Tongue  burns  it  like  Fire,  as  all  Al- 
kaly  Salts  do.  For  the  corrofive  force  is  inverted 
by  the  Vegetable  Sulphur,  and  changed  into  an 

This  red  Carbuncle  being  diflblved  in  Water 
yields  a  green  Solution,  which  being  filtred,  and  let 
ftand  ftillfor  fome  hours,  appears  of  a  white  colour, 
and  being  let  alone  quiet  longer,  acquireth  a  yel 
low  colour.  One.  drop  thereof  gilds  over  an  impe 
rial  as  Sfilphur  does,  if  it  be  therein  put.  For  the 
Char-Coal  is  no  other  thing  but  a  Sulphur  of  the 
fame  nature  as  the  Mineral  Sulphur  is  of,  and  pene¬ 
trating  all  the  Metals,  futfers  it  felf  to  be  fixed  with 
them,  and  doth  after  another  manner  j^form  all 
thofe  things  that  the  Mineral  Sulphur  is  wont  to 
do. 

The  very  well  skilled  Sendivow  in  his  Dialogue 
concerning  the  Sulphur  of  the  Wife  Men,  faith  he  is 
ftrongly  guarded,  and  fits  Captive  in  a  dark  Prifbn, 
and  is  not  eafily  freed  ;  but  Salt  gives  him  a  deadly 
wound. 

A  Sulphur  therefore  fits  in  this  black  Coal  in  a 
dark  and  obfeurePrifon,  (hut  up  with  ftrong  Bands, 
and  is  a  Captive,  nor  can  any  one  free  him  from 
thofe  Bands  but  onely  Salt.  But  being  once  releafed 
out  of  Prifon,  he  is  wont  to  come  in  view,  and  not 
before. 

Thus  now  have  we  brought  forth  Sulphur  out  of 
hisobfeure  Body.  And  now  will  we  alfb  bring  him 
forth  to  publick  view. 

LXI.  How  the  Vegetable  Sulphur  is  to  he  made  vijible. 

IF  you  pour  into  the  white  Solution  of  the  Coals 
fome  Acidity,  as  Vinegar,  Spirt  of  Salt,  of  Vitri¬ 
ol,  or  fome  Aci.  Portts,  and  that  leifurely  and  by 
little  and  little  as  much  as  is  requifite  for  the  killing  of 
the  Sal  Alkaly;  theSulphur  willfettleto  the  bottom 
like  a  white  Powder,  which  being  feparated  from  the 
Saks,  and  wafht  with  fair  Water,  and  dried,  will 
burn  and  exadly  anfwer  to  the  virtues  of  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Sulphur. 


LXII.  Another  way  demonjlrating  that  a  Mineral  Sul¬ 
phur  lies  hidden  in  all  Vegetables. 

PUT  this  green  or  white  juice  of  the  Wood  or 
Coals  exprelTed  or  fqueezed  out  by  the  Salt,  in 
a  Glafs  Cucurbit  upon  fome  Sal.  Armoniack  powder¬ 
ed,  put  on  an  Alembick  and  draw  oif  all  the  moif- 
ture  by  Diftillation,  in  which  Diftillation  the  fpiric 
of  the  Sali  Armoniack  will  bring  over  the  Helm,  the 
Vegetable  Sulphur  of  a  golden  colour.  It  is  a  moft 
penetrative  Spirit  and  of  wonderfull  efficacy  in  Al- 
ehymy  and  Medicine,  and  this  will  eafily  be  cr^i- 
ted  by  him,  who  knows  its  penetrating  and  gradua¬ 
ting  virtue  and  property,  in  which  it  excels  all  other 
I  penetrative  Spirits,  you  muft  keep  it  very  warily 
becaufe  it  eafily  vanifheth. 

LXIIL  There  is  yet  another  way  of  making  the  fame 
Sulphur  of  Coals  'uifible. 

WHEN  you  have  poured  out  our  Carbuncle 
out  of  your  melting  Pot,  beat  it  into  Powder 
and  mix  therewith  half  its  weight  of  Sal.  Armoniack 
powdered,  draw  off  by  a  Glafs  Retort,  both  matters 
exadlly  commixt  by  Diftillation,  that  the  Sal  Armoni¬ 
ack  may  bring  over  with  it  that  Sulphur.  Wafli  off 
this  red  matter  drawn  out  by  Sublimation,  with 
common  Water,  the  which  being  freed  from  the 
Armoniacky  is  a  Sulphur  inclining  from  its  reddifhnefs 
to  a  yellow  colour,  and  is  altogether  like  to  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Sulphur. 

LXIV.  There  is  likewife  another  way  of  extrahiing  the 
fame  Sulphur  out  of  Coals. 


■plrft  of  all,  exadlly  melt  the  Coals  by  the  Sal  Mi- 
rabilts  in  a  melting  Pot,  that  the  Salt  may  be 
accurately  Alkalizated  by  the  Coals,  and  burn  the 
Tongue  like  Fire.  Then  pour  it  forth  and  beat  the 
Coals  into  Powder  and  put  them  in  a  Glafs,  and 
pour  upon  them  Spirit  of  Wine  freed  from  all  its 
Phlegm.  Then  fet  the  Glafs  in  warm  Sand  and  ever 
and  anon  take  it  out  and  fhake  it  well  that  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  may  extraft  the  Sulphur,  and  leave  the 
Salt  untoucht.  Your  Spirit  being  as  red  as  bloud, 
pour  it  out  into  another  Glafs,  and  again,  pour  on 
more  Spirit  of  Wine  upon  the  matter,  and  repeat 
the  former  operation  ;  thefe  pourings  on,  and’cantings 
off  are  to  be  fo  often  repeated,  till  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
when  poured  on  will  extradl  no  more.  Put  all  thefe 
red  extradions  into  a  Glafs  Cucurbit,  and  fe  parate 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  by  a  B.  and  it  will  leave  behind 
in  the  Cucurbit  a  fweet  Oil  of  the  colour  of  bloud  ; 
a  Medicine  of  fo  great  moment  in  all  Chronical  Dif- 
eafes,  as  that  none  is  to  be  preferred  afore  it.  For 
this  Sulphur  is  far  better  than  the  Mineral  Sulphur, 
which  for  the  moft  part  is  mixt  with  fome  Arfenical 
property,  whereas  this  is  extrafted  out  of  the  Coals 
ofWood,  and  is  therefore  far  purer  and  neceffarily 
more  conducive  to  Man’s  health. 

And  as  touching  the  whole  operation  of  this  pre¬ 
cious  balfamical  Sulphur,  which  is  but  little  inferiour 
to  potable  Gold,  the  chief  knack  of  duely  making 
it  confifleth  in  this,  -viz,,  that  the  Sal  Mirabilis  be 
well  and  accurately  Alkalizated  by  the  Coals.  For 
if  nor,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  would  diffolve  the  Sal 
Mirabilisy  and  would  not  extrad  the  Sulphur,  nor 
would  it  anfwer  thy  wifhes,  if  it  be  not  deprived  or 
defpoiled  of  all  its  humidity. 
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lie  that  fhall  be  well  skilled  in  the  due  handling 
of  this  Operation,  will  obtain  a  moft  excellent  Me¬ 
dicine  not  much  inferiour  to  potable  Gold,  of  a 
J\\eet  and  pleafant  Taft,  and  of  ah  admirably  grate- 
lull  Odour  and  Colour.  By  fuch  a  means  as  this, 
is  extracted  out  of  a  dead  Herb,  or  dead  Wood,  its 
greennefs  in  the  hrft  Solution  made  by  Water;  and 
alter  the  Extradion  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  the  moft 
delicate  red  Colour  thereof,  with  a  moft  fweet  ve¬ 
getable  Odour  ;  all  which  lay  hidden  in  the  black 
Coal,  and  are  again  brought  forth  to  light. 

The  ule  of  this  moft  delicate  Oil  of  Sulphur  is  not 
linall  both  as  to  the  metalline  Operations  and  other 
Arts  ;  and  this  lb  fpeedy  a  putrefadion  and  revivifi¬ 
cation  of  the  dead  Vegetables  into  a  living  medicine 
carries  in  its  Intrails  a  great  myftery» 

LXV.  It  may  be  demanded.^  ivbether  or  no  the  Coles  them- 
Jelves  are  to  be  onely  made  ufe  of  for  this  revi'vificati- 
cn  of  the  dead  V igetables,  and  not  the  green  or  dry 
Wood  they  are  made  of  and  the  Herbs  too^  may  alfo 
be  thus  dealt  jit  it  h. 
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anfwer,  even  the  Herb  it  felf,  or  the  unburnt 
Wood  it  felf  may  be  changed  in  a  Crucible  into 
a  red  Stone  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis.  For  the  operation 
rends  to  the  lame  end  be  it  Herbor  Wood,  green  or 
dry,  or  made  into  a  Cole. 

LXVI.  It  may  be  queried.,  jvhat  W "iod  or  jvhat  Herb  be¬ 
ing  changed  after  that  fame  manner  by  the  Sal  Mira- 
•.  bills,  yields  the  mojl  excellent  Medicine. 

anfwer,  the  Woods  that  are  weightieft  do  ex¬ 
cel  all  others;  for  they  are  riper  and  have  in  them 
a  better  Sulphur,  than  thofe  Woods  or  thofe  Herbs 
have  which  are  lighter,  and  grow  up  in  half  a  years 
time,the  older  the  Trees  are, the  more  fit  for  medicine 
they  are ;  fuch  as  are  the  Roots  of  Vines,  Juniper, 
Box,'  Beech,  Oak,  Cedar,  and  fuch  like. 

LXVII.  A  Demonfiration,  that  out  of  dead  Herbs  and 
fuch  as  are  again  refiored  to  Ufe,  may  new  Herbs  be 
f reduced  without  the  addition  of  the  Seed  of  other 
Herbs. 

piLL  fome  Pots  with  fome  Fertile  Earth  or  Clay, 
void  of  all  Herbs  or  Seeds,  and  moiften  it  with 
the  green  or  white  Juice  of  the  Coals.  If  now  you 
expofe  thefe  to  the  Sun  and  Rain,  there  will  fpring 
up  thencefrom  divers  new  and  unknown  Herbs. 

LXVIII.  How  by  the  help  of  Sal  Mirabilis,  Metals  are 
to  be  dif  hived  bj  the  dry  way,  and  to  be  converted  into 
mojl  excellent  Medicament s ,  and  fir f  of  Gold. 

WFI  E  N  you  would  make  your  trial  of  Gold 
take  a  piece  of  golden  Money,  and  bow  it, 
and  add  thereunto  fo  much  Sal  Mirabilis  as  may  be 
5,  6,  or  8  times  the  weight  of  the  Gold.  Melt  it  in 
a  Wind  Furnace,  and  pour  it  out  into  a  Veffel  fit  for 
to  receive  molten  Metals ;  and  you  fhall  find  your 
Salt  to  be  of  a  purple  Colour.  If  all  the  Gold  fhould 
not  be  diffolved  but  fome  part  thereof  fhould  fettle 
to  the  bottom,  feparate  that  Regulus  from  the  purple 
Salt,  and  dilfolve  your  remaining  Gold  in  a  Crucible 
with  new  Sal  Mirabilis ,  that  lo  all  the  Gold  bein®' 
diffolved  may  colour  the  Salt  with  a  purple  Colour! 
With  this  purple  Salt  may  be  performed  many  very 
profitable  things,  which  appertain  not  to  this”  placl 


’Mongft  which  thofe  are  chiefeft  which  refped  the 
emendation  or  bettering  of  Metals,  concerning 
which,  I  will  here  add  onely  one  Operation. 

LXIX.  The  graduating  of  any  Iron  into  Gold  by  this  pur- 
'  pie  Salt. 

p  O  R  the  due  performing  of  this,  you  are  to  have 

hone-hke  melting  Pots,  and  the  beft  that  can  be, 

nm.f  may  drink  in  the  Salt,  or  let  it 

'•’«Solution  of  the  Gold  with 

Issro  „  '!  “  hide  it  felf  in  fuch  Pots 

as  are  not  Itrong  enough. 

abftal'n  f,“  Tl  'hee  to 

abftamfioni  this  labour,  than  to  lofe  thy  Gold  un- 
the  ^  poflibility  of 

r  ^efireft  to  encreafe  the  .^inta, 

toth^vsil'^^-^^^^^^  Gold  which  thou  haft  added 
thy  Salt, vvith  fome  Augmentation;  put  two  or  three 

of  Iron  bits  or  pieces  into  a  eood  Crucible! 

accuiamlv^^*''  meltitvery 

^cuiate  y  for  one  half  hour,  in  which  time,  the 

Gold  will  precipitate  it  felf  out  of  the  Salt  inti  the 

Iron,  and  graduate  fome  of  it  by  turning  it  into  Gold. 

Foi  whilft  the  purple  Salt  doth  eat  upon  the  Iron 

and  confume  it,  it  doth  together  therewithill  make 

tion^  participant  of  a  golden  Nature  by  gradua- 

I  do  not  infert  this  Operation  here,  to  the  end 
mat  by  the  help  thereof  a  Man  fhould  think  of  get¬ 
ting  Maffes  of  Gold,  no  ;  for  the  foie  end  of  my 
propofing  it  was  this,  that  I  might  confirm  the  pof- 
1  ility  ofthe  thing  by  ocular  Demonftration. 

nf  graduated  by  the  help 

ot  the  Gold  or  golden  Ferment,  into  Gold  ;  fo  like- 

wife  may  Copper  be  graduated  and  exalted  into 
a^followety  application  ofafilvery  Ferment, 

"d^he  manner  of  exalting  Copper  into  Silver. 

■pvlflblve  Silver  in  a  Crucible  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis', 
^  made  ofSalfipeterand  Oil  ofVitriol ;  in  which 
Solution  you  fhall  get  a  green  Salt,  fit  for  the  gradu¬ 
ating  of  Copper  into  Silver,  after  the  fome  manner  as 
we  taught  but  now  of  the  Gold. 

And  albeit  the  Silver  augmentation  be  notfogreat 
yet  the  poflibility  of  the  Art  is  thence  apparent  and 
demonftrateth,  that  one  Metal  admits  of  being  con¬ 
verged  into  another.  Bur  yet  he  that  has  good  skill 
in  hapdling  this  labour,  will,  if  he  be  fraught  with 
good  and  apt  Crucibles,  which  can  hold  the  Sal  Mi¬ 
rabilis  and  not  fwallow  it  up,  receive  no  fmall  be¬ 
nefit  by  this  fome  Operation.  Tlhc  Scoria  which  are 
remaining  in  this,  and  the  precedent  Operation  are 
not  to  be  thrown  away,  but  to  be  mixed  with  Li¬ 
tharge,  that  fo  being  reduced  by  blaft,  they  may' 
graduate  the  Lead,  and  enrich  it  with  no  contemp¬ 
tible  Portion  of  Gold  and  Silver.  For  great  are  the 
Vertues  of  this  Salt  in  graduations,  which  the  Anci¬ 
ent  Philofophers  have  openly  enough  hinted  at, 
faying  that  their  Salt  augments  the  rednefs  of  the 
Gold  and  whitenefs  of  the  Silver,  and  that  this  is  a 
thing  moft  true,  he  who  fhall  in  a  due  manner  per¬ 
form  the  Operation  will  learn  that  fo  it  is,  by  his 
own  Experience. 

But  leaftan  Errour  fhould  be  committed  and  fome 
of  your  Gold  and  Silver  loft,  it  is  better  that  a  Man 
exercife  himfelf  in  making  his  Experiments  in  the 
lelfer  Metals;  and  omit  the  dealing  with  Gold  and 
Silver  fo  long  till  thefe  Icffer  Metals  make  him  a 
^  fuffici- 
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fufficiently  experienced  Mafter  for  the  dealing  with 
the  greater. 

LXXI,  How  Iron  may  he  exalted  into  Copper  in  the 
melting  by  the  help  ofS>2\  Nlirabilis. 

Dlflblve  one  or  two  whole  Lots  of  Copper  in 
melting  it  by  Sal  Mirabilis  ^  which  Solution 
will  yield  thee  a  Salt  enclining  from  a  green^  to  a 
black  colour. 

Into  the  fame  Pot  which  contains  your  Copper 
diflblved  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  put  three  or  four 
Lots  of  bits  of  Iron,  and  ad  joy  n  them  to  the  Copper 
dilTolved  in  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  and  force  it  with  the 
Fire,  fo  that  they  may  be  kept  in  flux  together  for 
one  half  hours  fpace.  By  this  means  the  dilfolved 
Copper  will  adhear  to  the  Iron  by  preci  pitatif)n  and 
exalt  Tome  particles  of  the  Iron  into  Copper.  All 
being  well  molten,  pour  it  out  into  your  Cone  that 
t!ie  Copper  may  fettle  in  a  Regulus.  The  5"^/  Mira¬ 
bilis  and  Iron  being  turned  into  a  Scoria,  are  ufefull 
for  the  -inriching  of  Litharge,  in  the  ftrong  melting 
by  blaft,  with  Gold  and  Silver. 

K  B.  If  the  Mercury  of  Saturn  be  mixed  with 
thefe,  or  elfe  with  thofe  other  Scoria's  which  were 
left  by  the  Gold  and  Silver  and  are  far  better,  and 
fo  be  melted  together  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  the  Lead 
will  be  bettered  and  that  by  an  encreafe  not  to  be 
contemned,  and  will  abundantly  pay  for  the  labo'ur 
and  cofts.  But  yet  I  would  not  put  any  one  upon 
the  undertaking  of  this  work ;  except  he  be  well 
verfed  with  meltings  in  Crucibles  and  without  them, 
by  the  Bellows  upon  Hearths  For  I  write  not  thefe 
things  for  young  Beginners,  but  onely  for  fuch  who 
well  know  what  belongs  to  the  Art  of  melting. 

But  yet  that  he  may  have  fome  manududion  into 
thefe  labours,  I  will  declare  the  general  ufe  of  the 
Sal  Mirabilis  in  the  emendation  of  Metals. 

LXXII.  'the  univerfal  ufe  ofSdl  Mirabilis  in  the  emen¬ 
dation  of  Metals. 

T Hough  the  wonderfull  Salt  of  Art  diflblveth  all 
Metals,  and  conjoyneth  them  in  a  fpiritual 
manner  as  it  were,  and  renders  them  efficacious  to 
better  each  the  other  in  the  Fire,  yet  is  there  a  dif¬ 
ference  to  be  obferved  in  that  thing,  by  him  who 
defires  to  follow  the  neareft  way,  and  to  decline  all 
diverfions,  or  goings  about.  For  example. 

Fie  that  has  a  mind  to  diflTolve  and  conjoyn  the 
Metals,  Gold,  Silver,  Lead,  Copper,  Tin,  and  I- 
ron,  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis,,  that  they  maydifplay 
their  virtues  in  operating  to  the  perfedion  of  each  o- 
tber,  muft  take  for  the  Gold,  Iron,  Copper,  and 
Tin,  fuch  a  Sal  Mirabilis  as  being  prepared  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt  doth  eafily  dilTolve  thofe  Metals.  But  now 
the  fame  Salt  ufed  about  Silver  and  Lead,  would  ef- 
fed  nothing  as  to  their  Solution,  becaufe  there  is 
no  familiarity  or  friendftiip  between  common  Salt, 
and  Lune,  and  Lead,  for  it  is  an  enemy  to  thofe 
Metals,  kills  them,  and  reduceth  them  to  nothing. 

N.  B.  But  when  thofe  Metals  are  by  the  help  of 
Salt  reduced  into  their  Mercuries,  then  may  it  come 
(oto  pals,  as  that  they  may  be  conjoyned  with  Gold, 
Iron,  Copper,  and  Tin  ;  for  without  a  foregoing 
preparation,  they  enter  not  into  the  Salt,  unlefs  the 
Lune  and  Saturn  be  diflblved  in  that  Sal  Mirabilis 
which  is  prepared  of  Niter,  and  be  adjoyned  to  the 
Solution  of  Mars  and  Venus  ;  of  which  Solutions  the 
one  doth  very  willingly  embrace  the  other,  info- 


much  that  one  Metal  doth  eafily  operate  upon  the 
other,  and  confequently  a  profitable  graduation, 
fixation,  and  emendation  fucceeds. 

But  now  if  you  would  have  your  Metals,  not 
conftant  in  the  Fire,  but  volatile  and  made  flying, 
then,  that  Sal  Mirabilis  is  to  to  be  ufed,  which  is 
made  of  Salt  Peter  or  Kitchin  Salt,  by  the  help  of 
Sulphur. 

This  is  the  univerfal  ufe  of  Sal  Mirabilis,  ferving 
for  the  Solution,  Graduation,  Fixation,  and  contra- 
riwile  Volatilifation,  or  the  converfion  of  all  Metals 
into  a  volatile  nature.  But  the  Ipecial  Solutions, 
Fixations,  or  Graduations  of  them  by  the  Salt  of  Art, 
require  an  addition  of  feme  Vegetable  Sulphur , 
which  being  adjoyned  to  the  Metal,  yields  feme  help 
to  the  Sal  Artis  in  the  Graduation  of  a  baler  Metal, 
which  help  the  conjunsftions  of  Metals  that  be  of  a 
fulphureous  nature, do  not  at  all  need;  though  indeed 
’tis  better  if  you  help  them  with  fome  Vegetable  Sul¬ 
phur.  For  Sulphur  and  Sal  Artis  dtQ  like  Male  and 
Female,  they  bear  a  mutual  love  to  each  other,  and 
beget  a  rich  Off  fpring  ;  when  they  lovingly  court 
each  other  in  the  Fire,  even  alone  and  without  the 
addition  of  any  Metal,  and  are  brought  unto  per- 
fedion.  So  then,  thus  by  thefe  operations  may- 
gain  and  profit  be  divers  ways,  and  in  divers  man¬ 
ners  gotten,  as  well  particularly,  as  haply  alfo  uni- 
verfally,  (but  this  lafl:  way  I  am  not  as  yet  acquain¬ 
ted  with  j 

All  thefe  things  do  fufficiently,  yea  abundantly 
fhew  one  the  way  of  arriving  by  the  help  of  the  Salt 
of  Art,  to  the  attainment  of  fuch  things  as  are  of 
fome  moment.  Enough  to  the  wife. 

Although  that  the  Metals  do  admit  of  a  moft  eafie 
Solution  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis  in  the  dry  way,  yet 
notwithftanding,  that  Solution  may  yet  more  com- 
modioufly  be  perfedled  the  following  way,  wz,.  thus, 
when  the  Metals  are  put  into  the  Cucurbit  or  Re¬ 
tort,  in  the  difliliing  otf  the  Spirit.  For  whilft  the 
Spirit  is  driven  off,  out  of  thofe  diftilling  Veflels,  the 
Metal  is  diflblved  during  the  Diftillation,  and  re¬ 
mains  in  the  bottom  with  the  Sal  Mirabilis.  But 
whatever  of  the  Metal  remains  undiflblved,  is  to  be 
removed  ;  but  the  golden  Lunar,  Venerial  Salt, 
is  to  be  kept  for  fuch  ufes  as  it  isneceffary  for. 

N.  B.  If  fo  be  any  be  minded  to  pour  on  again 
that  diftilled  Spirit,  upon  the  Metalline  Salt  abiding 
in  the  bottom  he  may  fo  do,  and  Vis  profitable  ;  be¬ 
caufe  that  Metalline  Salt  is  by  this  means  rendred 
far  more  commodious  and  apter  for  Tranfmutation. 

But  that  none  may  err  from  "the  right  way,  it  is 
necefl'ary  that  we  firft  fhew  how  the  Metals  (out  of 
which  being  bettered.  Gold  and  Silver  are  to  be  ex- 
tratfted)  are  to  be  afore  prepared,  that  fo  they  may 
admit  of  being  the  more  eafily  exalted  and  amended. 
For  all  things  are  to  be  done  by  the  prefer! bed  me¬ 
thod,  and  to  be  managed  by  [promoting  them  to] 
their  appointed  limit  andfcope,if  any  profit  is  thence 

fought.  .  n-  • 

Lune  and  Saturn  do  not  by  any  commixion  aflbci- 
ate  themfelves  to  the  Metalline  Salt,  unlefs  thefe 
fame  metals  be  firft  reduced  into  their  Mercuries, 
concerning  which  thing  we  have  treated  at  large  in 
the  third  and  fourth  part  of  the  profperity  of  Germany. 

LXXIII.  By  what  means  the  imperfeEl  Metals  may  (by 
the  Sal  Mirabilis )  be  turned  into  perfect  ones. 

•^AKE  of  Sal  Mirabilis  four  ounces,  the  filings  of 

^  Faw  half  an  ounce.  Put  this  matterin  a  ftrong, 

double. 
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double,  and  well  covered  Haffiack  Pot,  fee  it  in  a 
wind  Furnace,  melt  it  lirongly  for  half  an  hour, 
that  the  Sal  MirahiUs  may  rightly  diifolve  the  Cop¬ 
per  and  make  it  fpiritual.  To  this  Copper  thus 
made  fpirirual,  add  half  a  part  in  weight  of  the 
Mercury  of  Saturn,  and  melt  together  both  metals 
by  a  repeated  melting,  for  an  half  or  even  an  whole 
hour.  In  this  conjundion  and  operation,  thefpiri- 
tual  Copper  will  get  to  the  Saturn  by  graduation, 
no  fmall  bettering  and  fixation.  For  by  how  much 
the  longer  they  are  kept  in  flux,  fo  much  the  greater 
amendment  doth  Saturn  purchafe.  But  yet  no  Re- 
guUi-s  can  thus  per  fe  fettle  to  the  bottom,  unlefs  fome 
Iron  be  added  in  the  melting,  concerning  which, 
no  certain  weight  can  be  preferibed.  For  when 
fome  finall  bits  onely  thereof,  or  fome  little  particles 
are  put  in  the  Crucible,  the  Salt  is  mortified  by  cor¬ 
roding  of  the  Iron,  and  lets  fall  the  amended  Lead 
which  in  the  Cupel  leaves  the  Gold  and  Silver. 

This  way  fhews  you  the  manner  of  ufing  the  Sal 
Mirabilu  for  the  amending  of  metals 

N.  B.  Other  metals  may  alfo  be  rendred  fpiritual 
by  the  Sal  Mirabilis^  by  which  not  onely  Saturn  but 
likewife  Luna  may  be  graduated,  or  exalted  to  a 
golden  degree.  But  yet  Saturnis  more  commodious 
and  fitter  tor  this  operation  than  Luna  is.  For  when 
the  Mercury  of  Saturn  is  graduated  and  reduced, 
there  needs  no  other  labour  than  the  feparating  of 
that  Regulus  on  the  Teft,  where  the  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  is  left  behind  in  the  Cupel.  But  if  ihQ  Lunar 
Mercury  be  am^ended  by  graduation,  and  precipita¬ 
ted  into  a  Regulus,  it  is  firft  to  be  feparated  by  Lead 
in  the  Cupel,  and  afterwards  the  Gold  and  Silver 
are  to  be  feparated  by  Aq  Fortis  ;  fb  that  there  is 
requifite  a  twofold  labour,  which  in  the  operation 
by  Saturn  is  but  one  ;  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  as  to  thefe  operations  before  Lune. 

JSl.  B.  All  fuch  fubjedts  as  have  a  graduating  vir¬ 
tue,  as  Lapis  Calaminaris,  Hei^atitts,  Smirts,  Gra¬ 
nate,  Talk,  &c.  may  be  ufed  to  thefe  labours.  But 
however  Gold  is  the  beft  of  all,  which  if  fo  be  that 
anv  one  is  minded  to  ufe,  it  behoves  him  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  fuch  Pots  and  Crucibles,  which  do  not 
drink  up  the  Gold,  and  fb  rob  you  of  more  than 
the  produced  gain  amounts  to. 

Thus  have  we  demonftrated  the  ufe  of  the  fimple 
Sal  Mirabilis,  in  the  bettering  of  metals. 

Iflbme  Sulphur  be  added  to  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  it 
exalts  the  metals  with  a  far  more  profitable  gradua¬ 
tion, and  brings  more  gain  than  that  finglc  operation, 
which  is  inftituted  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  fimply  and 
alone  per  fe. 

LXXIV.  Fhe  manner  of  conjoyning  Gold  contrary  to  its 
nature,  with  any  burning  and  Volatile  Vegetable  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  of  amending  the  other  Metals,  all  done  by 
the  help  of  my  Sal  Mirabilis. 

Every  body  full  well  knows  that  there  is  no  affini¬ 
ty  or  familiarity  betwixt  burning  Sulphur  and 
Gold,  which  is  a  fixt  Sulphur  ;  forafmuch  as  they  are 
exceedingly  inimicitious  to  each  other,  and  yet  this 
enmity  may  be  at  length  changed  into  the  greateft 
amity. 

For  ’tis  ufual  with  all  fuch  as  are  wont  to  feparate 
molten  Gold  from  Silver  by  precipitation,  to  ufe 
common  Sulphur  about  that  precipitation,  which 
by  its  innate  Antipathy  thrufts  out  the  Gold  from 
the  Silver ;  the  fame  thing  is  likewife  done  in  the 
moift  way,  when  the  fame  Gold  is  precipitated  out 


of^^.  Regis  or  Spirit  of  Salt,  by  fulphureous  Salts,  ' 
fuch  as  are  Crude  Tartar,  Salt  of  Tartar,  Spirit  of 
Urine,  and  other  Alkali  Salts. 

Thefe  are  to  fhew  that  Gold  hateth  and  fhuns 
Sulphur  worfe  than  any  thing,  as  being  its  Capital 
Enemy  ;  and  yet  thefe  moft  bitter  enemies  doth  the 
Sal  Mirabihs  C'iiWy  reconcile  and  convert  this  fb  great 
an  enmity  into  fweet  friendfhip.  This  operation 
hiding  in  its  Bowels  great  Myfteries  dcfervedly,  and 
by  all  right  lies  hidden  to  this  ungratef’ull  World,  if 
thefe  Myfteries  could  be  excepted  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  mine  enemies,  in  my  Laboratory,  un¬ 
wittingly  to  me,  who  without  any  regard  had  to 
the  Writings  given  me  by  way  of  an  Oath  under 
their  Hanas,  do  now  make  merchandife  of  fuch  fe- 
crers,  and  fo  bafely  abufe  my  good  Will.  Although 
the  manifold  ufe  of  this  great  Treafure  hath  efcaped 
them,  upon  this  account  it  hath  feemed  good  unto 
me  to  reveal  uuto  the  whole  World,  thofe  things 
that  fell  within  their  reach,  that  fo  it  may  be  known 
to  all,  that  fuch  great  fecrets  proceeded  from  me 
onely,  and  not  from  others,  nor  from  thole  mine 
enemies  themfelves. 

Take  one  ^inta  or  fmall  weight  of  Gold,  more 
or  left,  reduce  it  into  thin  leaves  or  plates,  and  bow 
them  in  the  fafhionof  a  Cilinder,  and  add  thereunto 
fix,  eight  or  ten  parts  of  Sal  Mirabilis,  which  matters 
you  muft  melt  in  a  Crucible  with  an  accurate  and 
ftreng  fufion  :  When  they  flow,  throw  in  fome 
pieces  of  Coals  into  the  Salt  and  Gold  as  they  are 
melting  in  the  Pot,  that  the  Sal  Mirabilis  may  dif^ 
folve  the  Gold  and  Coals  in  the  melting,  which 
ufually  is  done  in  half  an  hour  cr  thereabouts.  The 
matter  being  poured  out  will  fhew  you  whether  or 
no  you  have  well  operated  for  all  the  Gold,  as  like¬ 
wife  the  and  Coals  will  be  diflblved 

and  changed  into  a  red  Stone,  that  bites  the  Tongue 
as  if  it  were  Fire. 

This  Fire  and  red  Stone,  is  the  golden  Carbuncle  y 
of  the  Ancients,  for  it  fhines  in  the  dark  like  a  bur-  ' 
ning  Coal,  and  produceth  fuch  wonderfull  elfedts  in 
Medicine  and  in  Alchymy,  which  we  have  no  mind 
at  prefent  to  reveal  For  this  Gold  being  thus  con- 
joyned  contrary  to  its  nature  with  Sulphur  and  Salt, 
is  by  that  means  unlockt,  opened  and  prepared ;  as 
thatitmay  by  aneafie  bufineft  [cr  labour]  be  made 
fpiritual,  and  that  divers  ways  by  divers  Menfiruums, 
either  Acid  or  Urinous,  and  diffilled  over  the 
Helms,  and  the  pure  feparated  from  the  impure. 

And  albeit  that  I  here  make  ufe  of  no  Circum¬ 
locution  and  fpeak  no  plainer,  yet  have  I  fpoken 
enough  to  the  Wife,  and  have  fhewed  them  fuch  a 
way  to  go  in,  as  that  whereby  they  may  without 
labour,  as’twere  arrive  to  the  moft  happy  and  wifh- 
ed  end,  unlefs  God  for  fome  Angular  caufes  prohibit  it. 

But  that  1  may  not  altogether  fhut  the  door  of 
Art  upon  the  Son’s  of  Art,  I  will  teach  them  the 
making  of  a  moft  excellent  Medicine  out  of this  Car¬ 
buncle. 

LXXV.  Fhe  way  of  making  a  mojt  excellent  Medicine 

out  of  the  Carbuncle  of  Gold. 

'THIS  Carbuncle  is  to  be  beaten  into  Powder, 
and  the  beft  Spirit  of  Wine  is  to  be  poured  there¬ 
upon,  which  may  extract  the  Tiniflure.  This  tin¬ 
ged  Liqueur  is  to  be  poured  off  into  another  Glaft, 
and  more  frefh  Spirit  is  to  be  again  poured  upon  the 
matter,  that  it  may  again  extrad  in  the  beat  more 
Tindure  j  thefe  Labours  you  muft  repeat  fo  often 
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till  aii  the  Tinfture  is  excrafted,  and  the  Spirit  will 

tie  no  more  coloured  The  Sp'"' 

by  diftlllations  in  a  Bath  leaves  behind  a  raoft  led 
Tinfture  in  the  bottom,  m  the  form  of  a  Liq 
named  COS  for  here  are  prefent,  Colour,  Odom, 
Hour  or  r'uf,  the  Colour  and  Od<>ur  rom  the 
finlil  and  Sulphur ;  the  Savour  from  the  Salt,  1  he 
Sn^ind  f w  hich  is  left  after  the  Extraftion  of  the 
Tini^urc  is  not  to  be  thrown  away  as  unprofitable 
but  to  be  converted  with  new  Sal  Mirakas,  and 
Coals  made  of  Vine  wood  into  a  red  Stone,  by  fufi- 
on  and  to  be  io  long  extraded  till  all  the  Gold  be 
converted  with  the  vegetable  Sulphur  into  a 
cine.  For  one  onely  labour  ferves  not  to  extrad 
the  whole  Gold  by  the  Spirit  of  Wine ;  but  the  oft 

repeated  labours  attain  to  the  end  propofed. 

Thus  haft  thou  friendly  Reader  a  Medicine  of 
great  moment  and  of  great  efficacy,  in  vvhich  the 
moft  pure  parts  of  the  Gold  and  of  the  Vine  are 
conjoyned;  nor  can  they  be  other  than  a  moft  pro¬ 
fitable  Medicament  for  men  and  metals. 

LXXVI.  Ho-wh  the  hehof  this  Medicament  there  may 
he  conferred  on  the  Seeds  of  Vegetables,  fuch  an  excel¬ 
lent  faculty  of  growth,  that  they  may  be  as  ^  oi^ere 
feen  irow,  and  may  obtain  a  much  nobler  Nature, 
Colons,  Saojours,  andVertues,  than  they  ate  wont  to 
get  out  of  the  mo f  f  inking  Dung. 

MIX  with  one  part  of  fat  Lome,  Clay,  or  Earth 
done  into  Powder,  four  parts  of  Sand  that 
fo  the  fatnefs  of  the  Earth  may  be  fomewhat  allay ed. 
With  this  mixture  fill  a  Pot,  liich  a  one  as  the  Gar¬ 
deners  are  wont  to  keep  their  Flowers  in  ;  poui 
thereupon  fome  Rain-water  wherein  is  mixt  ^or  dil- 
folved  1  a  little  of  that  Medicament  J^^de  of  the 
Carbuncle,  and  plant  or  fow  in  that  Earth  fome  of 
thofe  Herbs  which  abide  unhurt  by  the  Winters  cold. , 
Set  the  Pot  with  the  implanted  Herbs  to  the  warm  1 
Air,  but  fo,  as  that  no  Rain  corne  at  it,  for  the 
Rain  may  wafh  away  that  medicinal  nutriment. 
When  the  Earth  becomes  dry,  you  muft  pour  on 
more  of  the  Medicine  prepared  of  the  Carbuncle, 
and  that  fo  often  as  need  requires.  So  will  the  Herbs 
begin  to  grow,  which  if  they  meet  with  no 
nutriment  befides  the  Rain-water,  they  cannot  attract 
any  other  whereby  their  faculty  of  growing  may 
be  promoted  and  encreafed.  And  for  as  much  as 
tljs  Golden  medicament  was  adjoyned  to  the  R^^rt' 
water,  the  Herbs  muft  necefiarily  draw  it  to  them- 
folres  together  with  the  Water,  and  obtain  other 
pjroperties  than  if  they  grew  from  the  ftinking  Beafts 
jDung. 

N.  B.  Under  your  Pot  that  contains  your  Herbs  is 
to  be  put  a  Difti  made  of  good  and  firm  Earth,  or 
clfc  of  ionic  M.ctalj  which  may  ftrve  to  catch  the 
medidnal  Water,  that  flows  through  the  bottom  of 
'  the  upper  Pot,  or  diftills  thence,  and  having  received 
tt  ms-Y  not  drink  it  up  but  conferve  it,  Befides,  it 
would  not  be  amifs  if  fome  of  that  medicinal  Water 
wer6  put  in  the  under  Platter,  which  might  always 
keep  the  bottom  of  the  upper  Pot  moift,  and  fo  may 
fiipplv  the Flerbs  with  an  upcelTant  nutriment.  It 
would  be  better  alfo,  if  the  Pot  it  felf  were  made  of  ^ 
fibme  Metaland  not  of  Earth,  that  fo  it  may  not 
drink  in  chat  precious  Water,  but  rather  conferve  it. 

LXXVIL  J'Vhat  is  to  he  obferwdin  this  Operation,  that 
a  good  effehi  may  proceed  from  thence. 

IN  the  firft  place,  diligent  heed  is  to  be  taken, 
that  the  Lome  or  |iarth  you  take,  partake  not  of 


any  fait  faculty,  nor  hath  any  other  corrofive  Pro¬ 
perty,  for  many  fuch  Earths  there  be  which  would 
hinder  and  fpnilthe  faculty  of  growing. 

Secondly,  there  muft  regard  be  had  to  the  moif- 
tening  of  the  Earth,  left  the  Seed  be  choked  with 
too  much  humidity,  or  in  defeat  of  fufficient  moif- 
ture,  dry  up  and  wither. 

Thirdly,  there  muft  be  obferved  a  meafurc  of  the 
Medicament  it  felf,  that  neither  too  much,  nor  too 
little  of  the  fame  be  commixt  with  the  Rain-water, 
For  an  overmuch  quantity  thereof  burns  up  the 
Seed,  and  a  more  fparing  Portion  cannot  yield  nu¬ 
triment  enough  to  the  Herbs. 

Farther,  fome  Musk  or  other  things  that  emit  a 
fragrant  Odour  may  be  therewith  mixed,  which 
addition  is  wont  to  get  to  the  Herbs  a  moft  fragrant 
Odour.  If  fo  be  a  man  fears  to  apply  the  aforefaid 
precious  Medicament  to  this  Operation,  becaufe  of 
the  Cofts  of  the  fame,  he  may  ufe  that  Tindure 
which  we  taught  a  little  afore,  to  prepare  of  Coles 
onely  without  Gold;  and  which  indeed  will  perform 
all  thofe  things,  (as  in  reference  to  the  growing  fa¬ 
culty  )  which  that  Golden  medicament  is  wont  to 
perform;  this  onely  excepted,  "jiz.  that  the  Herbs 
will  not  partake  of  that  golden  Property  which  they 
obtain  by  that  Golden  medicament. 

The  things  we  have  here  written  and  publiffied 
concerning  the  promoting  the  faculty  of  growth  in 
golden  Herbs,  though  they  feem  not  of  any  great 
moment,  yet  hide  they  under  them  myfteries  of  great 
moment,  the  which  many  Artifts  will  apprehend, 
and  convert  unto  their  Ufe. 


LXXVIII-  Mow  any  Wood  or  any  Wood-coal  may  befit 
f  repared  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  as  to  be  capable  of  a 
long  while  refifing  the  Fire. 

DIftbve  fome  Sal  Mirabilis  in  common  Water,  put 
fome  Wood  or  V/ood  coal  therein,  let  it  lye  in  ; 
it  for  fome  days,  or  fo  Jong  till  it  be  well  glutted 
with  the  Liquor  and  become  ponderous.  Then  i 
take  it  out  and  dry  it  very  well  at  the  fire,  that  all  I’ 
the  moifture  vaniftiing  away  may  leave  the  Sal  Mi¬ 
rabilis  in  the  Wood :  Then  put  it  in  the  faid  Solution  ' 
yet  again,  and  take  it  out  and  again  dry  it,  which 
labour  will  render  the  Wood  fo  much  the  folider  by 
how  much  the  oftener  it  fhall  be  repeated.  By 
this  means,  all  the  Pores  will  be  filled  with  the  Salt 
and  the  Air  wll  be  fhuc  out,  that  it  can  penetrate  it 
no  more  ;  without  which  Air  no  Wood  can  ever  take 
fire  or  burn.  If  now  you  put  fuch  Wood  or  fuch 
Coals  with  other  Wood  and  Coals  in  the  fire,  thefe 
[un-imbibed  Coals,  fd'c.  ^  will  be  confumed  by  the 
Fire  in  a  fliort  time  and  be  reduced  into  Afhes,  but 
thofe  others  will  remain  untoucht,  and  may  be  ta¬ 
ken  out  unhurt,  though  indeed  even  they  too  will 
be  burnt  if  they  lye  over  long  in  the  Fire.  This  is 
certain  concerning  Coals,  that  thofe  that  are  made 
of  more  weighty  Wood  ,  and  which  abound  with 
a  greater  Quantity  of  Salt,  fiich  as  are  the  Oak, 
Beech,  Juniper,  Vines,  and  otherTrees  whofeWood 
is  ponderous  dure  far  longer  in  the  Fire  than  thofe 
Coals  do  which  are  made  of  Firr,  Pine,  Aider, 
Willows,  and  fuch  like*  lighter  Trees,  and  which 
have  a  Icfler  Qiiantity  of  Salt,  and  this  now  1  do 
not  mention  barely  for  faftiions  fake,  but  to  this  in¬ 
tent,  that  occafion  may  be  given  from  this  kind  of 
knowledge  of  .drawing  fome  profitable  matter  there¬ 
from  ;  as  for  Example. 
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LXXIX  Hov’  [uch  kind  of  Woods  which  are  always 
■0  near  the  Fire.,  as  that  they  are  'fiill  in  danger  of  be- 
mg  burnt,  and  thereby  threaten 'damage  may  be  con- 
fer%/ed p'om  firing. 

JlTolvc  Icime  SalMirahilts  in  Water,  and  with  a 
Pencil  fmear  over  fuch  Wood  which  by  reafbn 
of  its  nearncfsto  the  Fire  is  always  in  danger  of  being 
burnt.  When  the  Water  is  dryed  up,  moiften  it 
again  v;ith  the  fame  Water,  and  repeat  this  moiften 
ing  fo  often,  till  it  hath  drunk  in  a  fufficient  Quan- 
fitv  of  the  Sal  Mirabilts,  and  become  able  to  relifi: 
the  hear.  By  this  means  might  men  be  often  freed 
of  many  fears  and  cares,  in  (hips  dawb’d  with  pitch 
and  in  other  places,  where  by  reafon  of  the  too  near- 
nels  of  dry  Timber  there  is  danger  of  firing. 

LXXX.  How  by  the  help  of  Sal  Mirabilis  any  Wood  may 
be  ccnferved  fo,  as  for  a  long  time  to  remain  unhurt 
in  the  Water. 

He  that  delires  to  preferve  Wood,  that  it  may 
not  bedecrimented  by  the  Water  nor  rot  in  a 
long  time,  may  be  mafter  of  his  wifhes,  the  follow¬ 
ing  way.  Dry  your  wood  very  well,  and  being  dry 
moiften  it  with  ftrong  Oil  of  Vitriol  very  exactly, 
and  being  moiftened  Iprinkle  it  with  the  Sal  Mira¬ 
bilis  beaten  into  Powder,  that  it  may  flick  well  on 
to  the  Oil  of  the  Vitriol.  For  the  Oil  of  Vitriol 
doth  in  its  penetrating  of  the  wood  carry  in  the 
Salt  thereinto,  and  makes  in  the  outfide  thereof  every 
where  about  a  black  Cruft,  juft  as  if  that  wood  had 
been  burnt  by  the  Fire.  Now  becaufe  Coals  refift 
putrefadion,  it  muft  neceflarily  follow  that  the  wood 
being  in  that  wife  ordered  muft  remain  a  long  time 
unhurt  in  the  water. 

LXXXl.  7 he  Preparation  of  the  Sal  Mirabilis  for  this 
Work. 

*~pHere  arifeth  no  fmall  difference  amongft  the  Salts 
**■  themfelves  from  the  different  way  ufed  in  making 
the  Sal  Mirabilis. 

If  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  wherewithal  this  Sal  ItMra- 
biUs  is  prepared,  be  not  by  reafon  of  the  fuperfiuous 
humidity  ftrong  enough,  any  one  may  eafily  con- 
jedure  that  a  good  Sal  Mirabilis  cannot  be  made 
thereof,  becaufe  the  Kitchin  Salt  would  receive 
therefrom  but  little  alteration.  To  prevent  this  in 
convenience  thefore,  you  are  to  take  equal  weights 
of  Salt  and  Oil,  that  fb  one  may  be  affured  that  the 
common  Salt  is  well  inverted,  and  made  a  good  ^al 
Mirabilis. 

LXXXII.  By  what  means  trial  may  be  made,  if  the 
Sal  Mirabilis  be  duely  prepared,  and  how  it  may  be 
'  fitted  for  this  and  other  Ufes. 


IT  S  Colour  ought  to  be  white  and  tranfparent ; 

its  figure  is  in  long  Stria's  or  Chryftals ;  its  tall 
is  like  Ice  melting  upon  the  Tongue  and  yields  fome 
bitterifhnefs.  Being  dryed  in  the  Fire  and  all  the 
tnoifturegohe  off,  it  will  loofe  three  parts  of  its  own 
Body,  and  retain  a  fourth  Part  onely  ;  being  diflbl- 
red  in  Water  it  will  recover  thofe  three  Parts 
again. 

But  on  the  contrary,  if  it  fhoor  into  a  f^tiare  Fi¬ 
gure,  and  hath  as  yet  a  faltifii  taft,  and  being  dryed 
lofeth  but  little  of  its  weight;  it  is  not  wortharufh, 


and  fhews  that  either  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  it  felf  was  not 
good,  or  that  there  was  not  enough  ufed  to  the 
Operation.  Thefe  things  we  would  not  bury  in 
filence,  that  fb  we  might  well  advife  young  beginners, 
and  withdraw  them  from  their  Erroms. 

LXXXIII.  It  may  be  queried,  whether  the  Sal  Mirabi¬ 
lis  ferves  for  the  ufe  of  Artificers  and  Craftsmen. 

FO  R  anfwer,  yes.  For  this  Sal  Mirablis  is  not 
onely  able  to  perform  things  of  great  moment, 
and  thofe  too,  fuch  as  are  not  common ;  both  in 
Alchimy  and  in  Medicine;  jfa  rehearfal  of  which, 
we  fhall  for  brevities  fake  omit  )  but  withall  it  may 
be  ufed  in  other  Arts  and  Handycrafts  with  great 
admiration  and  pro'fit ;  and  this  we  cannot  neither 
at  this  timedemonftrate  becaufe  of  the  but  now  men¬ 
tioned  brevities  fake.  We  will  onely  fhew  here,  that 
even  the  pooreft  Husbandman,  might  ('if  they  knew 
its  -  preparation  ufe  it  to  notable  advantage  and 
profit. 

LXXXIV.  How  every  Countreyman  may  encreaCe  any 
kind  of  Corn  or  Seed  with  a  thoufand  fold  encreafet 
by  the  Sal  Mirabilis  if  he  can  get  it. 

WE  haye  aforetold  you,  that  the  Sal  Mirabilis 
being  fo,  as  it  is  /-er /e, 'is  plainly  unapt  for 
the  multiplication  of  the  Vegetables,  unlefs  that 
corrofive  Faculty  be  taken  therefrom  by  lime  or  other 
Alkali  Salts,  [the  which  muft  be  done]  if  you  would 
expeft  therefrom  any  good  concerning  this  multipli¬ 
cation.  Here  now  will  I  difclofe  a  bufinefs  of  no 
finall  moment;  yet  not  to  this  end  as  if  I  would  per- 
fwade  the  Countreymen,  to  get  for  the  future,  or 
afford  to  their  Corn  fo  plentifull  a  faculty  of  encrea- 
fing.  No,  no,  I  well  know  that  they  know  not  how 
to  make  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  and  if  they  did,  yet  would 
they  not  depart  a  Nails  breadth  from  their  Ancient 
Cuhom.  For  fis  a  common  Proverb,  Old  Dogs 
are  very  difficultly  tamed  ;  and  this,  the  common 
Courfe  of  mens  Lives  doth  clearly  reach  ;  wherein 
you’lfind,  that  a  man  hardly  unlearns  that  in  his 
old  Age  which  he  learned  in  his  Youth;  fo  thatdii 
Old  man  doth  very  difficultly  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
withdrawn  from  thofe  things  whereto  he  hath  been 
accuflomed  when  young.  Neither  is  it  my  purpofe 
fo  to  do,  for  as  much  a  I  infert  the  things '  here 
mentioned  by  me,  for  this  end  onely,  viz,,  that  the 
poflibility  and  wonderous  Properties  of  the  Sal  Mi¬ 
rabilis  may  be  brought  out  of  Darknefs  unto  Lightj 
and  may  be  made  evident  to  the  whole  World. 

I  would  likewife  be  thus  underftood  a§  touching 
other  Workmen,  for  whom  thefe  things  are  not  de¬ 
livered  or  treated  of,  that  they  fhould  defift  from 
their  old  Cuftom,  and  obey  my  admonitions  and 
inftrudlions ;  but  for  this  end  it  is  onely  that  I  pub- 
lifh  thefe  things,  viz,,  that  they  every  one  may  know 
that  my  Sal  Mirabilis  can  be  an  helper  to  men  of  all 
ranks,  and  alfb  may  bring  even  to  the  Craftsmen 
themfelves  and  to  the  pooreft  Husbandmen,  great 
fruit  and  benefit. 

Now  when  you  hear  it  mentioned  that  feme 
Grain  of  Corn  is  augmentable  beyond  the  ufual" 
Cuftom,  by  an  unheard  of  multiplication,  it  muft  of 
neceffity  be,  that  it  emit  more  than  one,  two,  of 
three  Stalks,  for  as  much  as  fo  few  Stalks,  cannot 
yield  fo  great  an  Encreafe.  But  now  if  one  Grairi 
is  to  put  forth  fb  many  Stalks,  ft  is  wholly  neceirary- 
that  it  be  done  by  fome  certain  fingular  and  ftrong 
P  efficacy 
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efficacy  of  expulfion  ;  and  that  too,  even  prefently 
and  at  the  beginning  when  the  grain  is  at  firft  Town 
in  the  earth.  For  whatfoever  is  not  here  done  even 
at  the  beginning,  will  never  be  done  afterwards 
For  all  the  (talks  that  fpring  forth  after  are  fmall, 
and  quite  unfit  to  bring  forth  Corn.  So  then,  fee 
ing  that  many  (talks  are  to  break  out  at  one  and  the 
fame  time  out  of  one  grain,  if  an  eminent  multipli 
cation  is  expeded  to  follow,  then  verily  Vis  even 
necelfary  that  fome  help  be  adminiitred  to  that  fame 
grain  afore  it  be  put  in  the  earth,  that  fo  it  may  plen 
tifully  grow  and  be  (peedy,  in  prefently  (ending 
forth  even  at  the  very  beginning,  good  ftore  ot 

ftalks.  , 

The  Countreymen  know  not  any  thing  fcrvingto 
llich  an  operation  but  onely  Dung  ;  but  1  do  even 
now  again  (ay  as  I  have  often  done  afore,  that  this 
etfecl  of  the  ufual  and  common  multiplication  arlfeth 
not  from  the  Dung  it  felf,  (as  being  but  the  outfide 
Husk)  but  from  that  fulphureous  Salt  that  lies  hid¬ 
den  in  the  Dung.  Hence  it  is,  that  by  how  much 
the  purer  and  better  the  Salt  is  fo  much  the  (peediei 
and  more  efficacious  an  operation  arifeth  therefrom. 
If  then,  that  fuch  a  Salt  can  be  made  by  Art,  which 
performs  the  fame  that  Dung  does,  it  altogether  fol 
lows  that  we  are  able  to  do  the  fame  without  Dung, 
and  that  farbetter  than  by  Dung,  in  which  theSalt 
is  fo  much  dilated,  and  which  (by  the  benefit  of 
‘Art)  we  contrad  into  a  narrow  compafs. 

I  hope  the  well  minded  Reader  will  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  that  I  u(e  fo  many  words  here,  about  the 
liinking  Dung  of  Animals,  becaufe  I  can’t  indeed  ufe 
this  place  any  other  manner  of  fpeaking,  feeing 


in 


I  intended  the  laying  open  of  this  thing,  and  there¬ 
fore  am  I  even  compelled  to  fpeak  of  the  fame :  For 
he  that  minds  the  publication  of  any  thing,  cannot 
do  it,  unlefs  he  (peaks  of  the  fame.  And  although 
that  Dung  may  feem  to  fome  finical  Men  a  very 
contemptible  thing,  yet  notwithftanding  it  is  the 
onelyvand  principal  Medium.,  by  the  help  whereby 
our  daily  Bread  and  the  neceflary  fuftaining  of  our 
Bodies  is  had.  But  as  for  the  (finking  Dung  of  Ani 
mals,  I  even  remit  it  to  the  Dunghill,  and  return  to 
my  Sal  Mirabilis. 


LXXXV.  Whether  or  no  a  thoufandfold  encreafe  may 
he  had  of  Corn  by  the  Sal  Mirabilis. 


Melt  one  or  two  pounds  of  Sal  Mirabilis  in  a 
Crucible,  then  throw  in  fome  Coals  and 
diffolve  them,  and  reduce  them  by  Solution  into 
a  red  and  fiery  Stone  ;  which  matter  being  com¬ 
pounded  by  melting  of  them  both,  beat  into  Powder 
and  pour  thereupon  common  Spirit  of  Wine,  that  it 
may  wax  red  by  extrading  out  the  Tindure.  Pour 
this  out  into  another  Veffel,  and  pour  on  other  Spirit 
upon  the  aforefaid  matter.  And  this  pouring  on 
and  canting  off,  is  td^be  repeated  (b  often  till  all  the 
rednefs  is  extraded.  ny  this  extradion  you  (hall 
get  a  fulphureous  Salt,  fit  to  (teep  or  macerate  Corn 
withall ;  becaufe  it  agrees  very  well  to  the  properties 
of  that  Salt  which  (licks  hidden  in  the  Dung  of  Beads : 
Now  I  ufe  Spirit  ot  Wine  to  the  extradion  for  this 
caufe,  for’  that  it  haftens  the  germination  or  budding 
of  the  Seeds  even  as  well  as  the  Salt  doth,  and  en- 
richeth  it  with  an  emilTion  of  many  Stalks.  But  yet 
your  Spirit  of  Wine  muff  not  be  over  (Irong,  for 
then  it  would  hinder  the  faculty  of  growing,  the 
which  thing  even  the  Salt  will  alfb  do  if  tod  great  a 
quantity  thereof  be  added  to  the  weaker  Spirit  of 


Wine,  becaufe  it  would  by  burning  up  the  Seed,  be 
an  impediment  to  the  faculty  of  the  Seeds  growth. 
It  is  therefore  neceflary  that  a  good  regard  be  had 
(in  thofe  operations!  to  a  due  meafure.  For  an 
overmuch  accefs  of  any  thing  is  wont  to  be  no  lefs 
hurtfull  than  a  defed  or  clearly  wanting  of  the  fame. 

This  is  the  preparation  of  the  Sal  Mirabilis,  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  macerating  of  Corn,  tliat  fo  it  may 
produce  many  Stalks ;  now  follows  the  true  and  ge¬ 
nuine  ufe  thereof  in  macerating  of  the  fame. 

LXXXVI.  The  true  and  right  way  of  macerating  Corn 
in  the  Sal  Mirabilis. 

"T^Here  are  feveral  kinds  of  Corn,  and  of  the(e  va¬ 
rious  and  different  fmts.  Hence  is  it,  that  one 
Seed  is  longer  a  macerating  than  another  is;  and 
that  becaufe  one  becomes  ibft  (boner  than  doth  ano¬ 
ther,  or  atrraeffs  humidities  to  it  (elf  quicker  than 
another,  fo  that  regard  is  to  be  well  had  to  the  dif¬ 
ference  thereof.  Rye  and  Wheat  are  encompafied 
with  thin  Skins,  and  therefore  are  the  (boner  mace¬ 
rated,  Oats  require  a  longer  time,  and  fo  doth  Bar¬ 
ley  which  has  a  yet  harder  Husk  than  the  Oats  hath, 
and  therefore  requires  a  longer  time  for  its  macera¬ 
tion.  But  as  touching  thefe  things,  every  one  may 
find  them  out  by  his  own  underftanding  and  often 
experience,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  mention  all 
things  fo  clearly  and  perfpicuoufly.  But  this  is  a 
general  rule,  your  Corn  is  to  be  fo  long  left  in  deep, 
until]  you  may  cafily  bite  it  a  pieces,  for  you  muft 
beware  of  foftning  it  too  much,  for  then  it  would 
prefently  putrifie,  and  by  that  its  putrefadion  cor¬ 
rupt  and  fpoil  all  the  growing  faculty.  But  experi¬ 
ence  will  inftruft  you  far  more  commodioufly  and 
mioie  perfedly  herein,  than  a  larger  delcription 
can. 

LXXXVII.  TJje  true  and  right  way  of  fowing  your 
macerated  Corn  in  the  Earth. 

Any  one  may  eafily  conjedure  that  if  the  Cbm 
macerated  by  the  aforegoing  way,  be  (own  in 
the^’ields  the  ufual  way  and  (b  thick  as  the  Husband¬ 
men  are  wont  to  do,  it  will  not  fucceed  becaufe  of 
the  overmuch  thronging  and  thicknefs  by  which  the 
Corn  wolf d  hinder  each  other  and  fo  choak  them- 
felves.  This  incommodity  therefore  is  to  be  preven¬ 
ted,  and  fuch  macerated  Grain  to  be  thinly  (bwn  in 
the  Fields  that  they  may  have  room  for  the  freenefe 
of  Air,  and  fo  may  grow  up  and  not  (poil  each  o- 
ther  by  a  mutual  fuffocation. 

JSlay  rather  that  the  more  accurate  diligence  may 
be  had  or  ufed  about  this  fowing,  a  Man  may  make 
him  (bme  wooden  Inftrument,  whereby  together 
and  at  once  many  grains  of  Corn  may  be  fown  in 
the  earth  in  good  order  and  at  a  certain  diftance  ; 
concerning  which  labour  I  have  purpofed  to  fpeak 
more  at  large  in  another  place.  For  fo  no  grain  will  un- 
profitably  periffi,  and  with  one  Sack  of  Corn  may 
befbwn  more  Ground  than  fix,  eight  or  ten  Sacks 
are  wont  to  do  otherwife  ;  my  too  ffiort  time  con- 
ftrains  me  to  break  off  my  dilcourfe  concerning  the(c 
things. 


LXXXVIII.  By  what  means  the  Sal  Mirabilis  may 
bring  profit  to  the  DreJJers  of  Vines. 

IF  there  could  be  a  good  quantity  had  of  Sal  Mira^ 
bills,  and  that  without  great  cofts,  ’tis  without 

doubt 
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Vines 


might  be  made  very  fruitfull 


I: 


dou-bc  bur  the 
iherewithall. 

hat  becaafe  they  are  ignorant  of  the  preparation 
theiool,  who  drefs  Vines  ;  ’tis  expedient  for  them  to 
acquielce  in  their  Beafts  Dung,  or  make  ufe  of  that 
uucly  tor  the  fattening  and  dunging  of  their  Vines, 
which  is  made  of  common  or  Kitchin  Salt  by  inver¬ 
ting  and  Alkalizating  it  by  Calx-vive.  Unleis  a  man 
has  Vines  about  his  Houle  or  in  his  Garden,  and 
would  make  them  fruitfufer  than  ordinary.  For  to 
make  try al  thereof  in  great  Vineyards  would  be  too 
colfly. 

Bur  yet  I  will  propound  another  way  to  the 
Vine  dreilers,  by  the  help  whereof  they  may  get 
plenty  ot  Wine  every  year.  1  have  at  large  taught 
in  my  foregoing  Writings,  and  that  by  various  de¬ 
teri  puions,  by  what  means  one  may  be  Maftcr  of 
noble  and  ripe  Wines  every  year,  yea  even  in 
thole  times,  in  which  by  realbn  of  the  coldnefsand 
unlealbnablenels  of  the  Air,  and  the  -want  of  the 
Solar-beams,  the  Grapes  cannot  attain  their  due  ma¬ 
turity  ;  and  withall,  how  in  thole  places  where 
they  leidom  or  never  grow  ripe,  [they  may  be  ri- 
penedj  by  concentration  by  the  help  of  the  Fire, 
or  elle  by  fermentation  with  their  own  vinous  fpirit 
dilhiled  out  of  the  Lees,  and  added  to  the  laid 
Wine  ;  [having  I  fay  already  taught  this]  there’s  no 
need  ot  repeating  it  again.  Yet  neverthelefs  if 
God  lengthen  my  life  out  fo  long,  I  have  purpofed 
to  write  a  peculiar  Book  of  the  propagating  and  bet¬ 
tering  of  Wines. 

But  that  I  may  ingratiate  my  lelf  with  thole  who 
nor  much  caring  for  poor  thin  Wines,  delire  to 
have  feme  noble  Wine  in  their  Cellars,  1  will  here 
reveal  a  certain  fecret  which  may  not  onely  refrelh 
the  body  and  fpirit  of  many  thoufands  of  Men,  high 
and  low,  rich  and  poop^  throughout  all  Germanj, 
yea  and  all  Europe  too  ;  but  alfo  adminiftef  them  no 
ibiall  profit. 

1  have  taught  a  little  afore,  how  by  the  help  of 
the  Sal  Miraifilis,  and  of  the  concentrated  and  cold 
Fire  of  Saks,  a  Man  may  make  his  Guefts  different 
Wines  out  ofone  Cup,  and  therewithal!  refrelh  them  ; 
and  1  have  like  wile  Ihewed,  that  fuch  a  bettering  of 
Wine  may  be  exerciled  in  molt  places,  with  notable 
profit. 

The  truth  of  which  thing,  it  hath  leemed  good 
unto  me  to  demonlfrate  divers  ways,  for  the  lake 
of  my  Neighbour. 

1  have  frequently  laid  open  in  my  Writings  fome 
excellent  lecrets,  andhavfi  withall  made  a  dilcovery 
of  the  molt  great  benefit  which  one  may  thereby  re¬ 
ceive. 

But  becaule  I  have  not  pointed  out  with  my  Fin¬ 
gers  where  and  whence  luch  notable  profit  is  to  be 
gotten,  the  moft  part  could  not  apprehend  or  find 
the  fame,  and  have  therefore  rejefted  the  thing  it 
felf  being  it  was  not  lb  perfpicuoufly  and  clearly 
laid  open,  as  unprofitable  and  worth  nothing.  And 
now  leaft  it  thus  happen  to  this  fecret,  iflfhould 
not  Ihew  and  point  as  it  were  with  my  Fingers,  the 
benefit  thereof,  and  if  therefore  fuch  lecrets  lying  in 
the  dark  fhoultl  not  come  forth  to  the  profit  and  ufe 
of  mankind,  (  which  would  be  a  grievous  thing  and 
to  be  lamented,  if  it  fhould  nnc,j  it  hath  Teemed 
good  unto  me  to  manifeft  the  utilities  of  the  fame. 
LXXXIX.  By  what  meam  notable  profit  may  be  gotten 

by  my  Water- attracting  Magnet. 

FIrftofall,  it  is  no  linall  benefit  when  the  over¬ 
much  Water  is  taken  away  from  the  poorer  fort 
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of  Wines,  with  which  Germany  doth  every  where 
almoll:  abound,  and  the  Wines  made  nobler,  llrong- 
er,  more  e-fficacious,  and  more  durably,  and  do 
get  a  far  more  acceptable  favour. 

For  the  unripe  and  watery  V/ines  are  not  of  any 
long  laftingjbut  do  in  a  while  lofe  all  their  favour  and 
all  their  ftrength,  and  become  mouldy,  and  corrupt 
with  lying,  and  kis  not  feldom  that  they  grow  te¬ 
nacious,  or  ropy,  thick  and  muddy,  reddilh  and 
filthy  :  all  which  incommodities  doth  my  Magnet 
cure  in  the  fpace  of  one  onely  hour,  by  the  drawing 
away  the  overmuch  waterifhnefs. 

XC.  The  fiecond  benefit. 

IF  the  plentifull  Vintage  or  large  encreafe  of  thd 
Wine  Ihould  be  more  than  you  have  Barrels  to 
fill,  nothing  can  be  more  acceptable  than  that  the 
Wine  may  be  concentrated  by  the  Magnet,  (which 
draws  to  it  lelf  the  Water  and  turns  it  into  Ice)  by 
extracting  the  overmuchnels  of  the  Water,  that  lb 
by  this  means  the  more  contracted  Wines  may  be 
laid  up  the  more  commodioufly,  and  may  if  not 
very  good,  be  rendred  better. 

XCI.  Iloe  third  bene  fly  and  which  is  mofi  acceptable  to 
all  Mafiers  of  Families. 

* 

TF  lb  be  that  the  Maker  of  the  Houle  had  a  whole 
^  Cellar  full  of  Wine,  and  every  Veflel  filled  with 
the  like  or  felf  lame  noble  Wine,  without  any  dif¬ 
ference  ;  then  verily  the  Maker  and  Servant  would 
be  of  equal  degree,  nor  fhould  the  Maker  have  any 
prerogative  above  the  Servant.  But  now  ufing  the 
help  of  the  faid  Magnet,  he  may  have  his  Wines 
bettered  as  he  pleafeth,  and  have  divers  Wines  in 
his  Cellar,  as  we  taught  a  little  above  ;  if,  'viz.  he 
fhall  draw  from  it  the  unprofitable  watery  part. 

XCII.  Another  way  of  getting  profit  by  the  Magnet's 
drawing  the  Water  out  of  Wines. 

THE  Anatomizing  and  examen  of  Wine  dilcovers, 
that  in  twelve  meafures  thereof,  there  is  about 
one  of  more  noble  fpirit,  and  almok  one  meafure  of 
Tartar.  The  relidue  are  nought  elle  but  an  infipid 
water  altogether  like  to  common  water.  Now 
when  the  Wines  are  to  be  tranfported  out  of  the 
Countries  wherein  they  grow,info  more  remote  places, 
what  need  is  there  ofcarrying  the  water  withitlb  long 
a  Journey  ?  would  it  not  be  better  to  feparate  Ibme  part 
thereoffrom  the  Wine,  andfotranfportthe  V  '/ine,  and 
let  the  water  alone,  and  thereby  fhun  a  great  deal  of 
charges  disburk  for  the  carriage  of  water  into  fuch  pla¬ 
ces  as  have  enough  already  ?  would  there  not  re¬ 
dound  a  great ’benefit  hereby,  both  to  the  Buyers 
and  Sellers  of  Wines?  yea  verily,  I  believe  that 
there  will  not  onely  redound  unto  them  a  great 
convenicncy,  but  withall  a  great  deal  of  Treafure. 

XCIII.  There' s  yet  another  way  of  getting  notable  profit 
by  the  faid  Magnet^  viz.  if  the  ill  tafi  and  fetidnefs 
be  taken  away  from  the  Brandy  y  ufually  madeof  Corn. 

THere  is  fome  mention  made  in  what  went  afore 
concerning  this  amending  ;  but  ’tis  not  done  lb 
clearly  and  manifekly.  1  will  therefore  open  it 
more  clearly  and  more  perfpicuouky  in  this  place. 

Mix  one  part  of  your  Brandy  made  of  Corn,  with 
two  parts  of  common  water  poured  thereunto,  that 
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the  ftencU  and  ungratefull  favour  may  diffufe  it  feU 
into  tbe  added  water.  Having  fo  done,  vou  muft 
again  free  this  Brandy  thus  tempered  with  ^water 
by  puttingVour  Magnet  thereinto,  and  fo  wHl  you 
draw  therefrom  all  the  ftinkingnefs,  and  ’tis  juft  as 
if  you  had  waflied  that  Wine,  and  rinfed  off  all  its 

filth. 

^ClV.  benefit:  purc/jafied  hy  feparating  the  Water 
from  Vinegar. 

IF  you  would  have  benefit  by  this  liquor,  the  fame 
may  be  done  by  the  fame  reafbn  ;  in  thofe  places 
out  of  which  it  is  tranfported  into  other  Countries ; 
if,  wz,.  the  unprofitable  water  be  removed  after  the 
fa’me  manner  as  we  taught  to  be  feparated  from  the 
Wine. 

XCV.  By  what  meant  good  Wine  and  Vinegar  may  he 
every  year  prepared  by  the  help  of  this  farne  Magnet.^ 
in  thofe  Countries  in  which  the  Grapes  do  not  ripen. 

ALthough  that  in  all  the  Coafts  feituated  upon 
the  Rhine,  as  in  Rhingovia^  Moguntia,  Worma- 
tia,  Afgentorati  ;  in  Alfatia,  the  Palatinate,  Franco¬ 
nia,  Aufiria,  and  the  Dukedom  of  Wurtenberg,  ( in 
which  places,  the  Wines  do  for  the  moft  part  ar¬ 
rive  to  their ^perfedt'ion  every  year  )  this  Art  be  not 
fo  very  necefiary;  yet  neverthelefs  Mifnia, 

Idhuringia,  Suevia,  and  Bavaria  do  ftand  in  need 
thereof ;  in  which  Countries  the  Wine  doth  for  the 
moft  part  remain  acid,  unlefs  the  Summer  hath  by 
a  fingular  chance  hapned  to  be  very  hot.  For  in 
thefe  places  it  is  no  lefs  profitable  than  pleafant  to 
drink  a  fwceter  and  nobler  Wine  inftead  of  the 
more  acid  Wine,  if  fo  be  one  could  get  it  by  the  help 
of  the  faid  Art.  Befides,  this  fame  Art  yields  no 
ftnall  profit  and  benefit  in  thofe  Countries,  in  which 
though  the  Wins  is  (  as  we  faid  but  now  )  worit  to 
be  noble.  For  it  may  happen  that  fome  unfeafona- 
ble  Weather  may  hinder  the  ripening  of  the  Grapes, 
and  that  the  Vineyards  wanting  the  due  heat  of  the 
Sun  cannot  arrive  unto  maturity.  For  oftentimes  in 
one  and  the  fame  Countrey,  there  are  divers  Wines 
produced,  fo  that  one  fort  exceeds  another  in  nobi¬ 
lity  and  goodnefs.  Thofe  therefore  that  are  good 
and  generous  need  not  the  help  of  this  Art,  but 
contrarily  the  fmaller  and  lefs  noble  Wines  want  it. 
Hence  I  conclude  that  in  all  the  Countries  of  the 
World,  wherefoever  Wines  are  made,  this  Art  may 
be  ferviceable  and  profitable  to  any  one. 

XCVI.  How  in  thofe  cold  Countries ;  as  in  Poland, 
Denmark,  Suedeland,  Norway,  &c.  Which  by 
reafon  of  the  Celdnefs  of  the  Air  admit  not  of  making 
Wine,  there  may  neverthelejs  good  Wine  and  Vinegar 
conduci  ve  to  the  health  of  Man  be  made. 

T Hough  the  Cold  may  fo  hinder  as  that  Vines 
will  not  grow,  nor  Vineprds  be,  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  thofe  places  fo  obnoxious  to  the  Cold,  have 
plenty  of  Apples,  Pears,  and  fuch  like  Tree-fruits ; 
whofe  Juice  being  preffed  out,  and  fermented,  and 
after  the  Fermentation,  freed  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  unprofitable  water,  will  give  a  better  and 
more  durable  Drink,  than  that  which  is  made  the 
ufual  way  of  Apples  and  Pears.  For  this  drink 
cannot  laft  long  becaufe  of  themuchnefs  of  the  hu 
midity,  but  becorhes  ropy,  acid  and  muddy,  and  fo 
corrupts. 


So  likewife  may  thofe  Countries  that  aboupd  with, 
Corn  be  rendered  partakers  of  moft  excellent  ar.d 
wine-like  Drink,  which  may  be  ufed  and  drunk  in¬ 
ftead  of  Wine,  to  the  great  benefit  and  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  health  of  the  Body ;  and  it  is  to  be  thus 
done. 

Firftofallj  let  very  good  Wheat  be  made  to  ger¬ 
minate  [or  fprout]  by  ftewing  in  fomc  gentle  heat; 

[  as  in  making  of  A^ault  ]  then  after  the  Iprouting 
let  it  be  put  in  fome  warm  Furnace,  or  in  great 
Coppers,  and  ftirred  about  with  fome  wooden  thing 
without  ceafing  till  it  be  dryed.  In  this  Operation 
you  muft  have  an  efpecial  care,  that  the  Corn 
fmatch  not  of  the  Fire,  which  is  then  brought  by 
drying  to  a  fiifficient  hardnefs,  when  it  is  not  foft  in 
biting  it  with  your  Teeth,  but  leaps  as  ’twere  in 
pieces ;  this  is  a  fign  that  you  have  done  your  work 
well.  Having  prepared  it  thus,  let  it  be  broken 
[  or  ground  j  and  boiled  after  the  manner  of  other 
Ale,  without, Flops ;  and  then..after  it  has  fermented 
let  it  be  freed  from  its  fuperfluous  moifture  by  our 
Magnet.  So  will  you  have  remaining  a  fvveet  Drink 
not  much  unlike  to  Wine;  which  Liquor  if  you 
would  yet  have  more  near  in  its  likenels  toVVine, 
you  muft  put  in  for  every  Tun  or  every  Butt  about 
a  pound  of  Tartar  in  the  Fermentation,  that  fo.  it- 
may  ferment  together  with  the  Corn,  and  ma}'  give 
unto  this  Drink  a  winy  Taft. 

After  the  lame  manner  may  excellent  Metheglin 
be  made  of  Honey  and  Sugar,  or  fuch  a  kind  of 
Drink  as  but  little  differs  from  the  Savour  of  Wine. 
An  Arty  verily  ,  moft  profitable  in  thofe  places' 
which  have  no  Wine,  but  have-that  defeeft  fupplied 
by  the  great  Quantity  of  Honey  and  Sugar.  The 
manner  of  making  fuch  a  kind  of  Drink  is  this. 

Let  there  be  added  to  the  Honey  fo  .much  water 
as  is  fufficient,  for  their  bailing  togefh^i^n  a  Cop¬ 
per,  and  let  them  being  boiled  be  dilig^tly  feum- 
med  fo  long  till  the  Honey  becomes  thick  again,  and 
gets  a  duskifti  or  a  reddifti  Colour,  which  is  a  fign, 
that  the  left  fweet,  and  lefs  honied  Savour  is  re¬ 
moved  away,  by  the  boiling. 

To  this  Floney  reduced  to  the  faid  thicknefs,  let 
be  again  added  as  much  water  as  is  fufficient,  that 
they  may  be  boiled  together,  and  being  boiled  put 
up  in  Barrels.  Whilft  it  is  yet  warm  fome  Ale  yeft 
muft  be  added,  which  being  fermented,  renderslhis  ' 
Liquor  fo  fweet  that  it  is  but  little  inferiour  to  Wine; 
moreover  it  vvill  come  nearer  to  the  Taft  of  Wine, 
if  a  due  part  of  diftblved  Tartar  ftiall  be  added 
thereunto  in  the  Fermenfation,  that  fo  being  fer¬ 
mented  together  herewith,  it  may  acquire  to  it  felf 
a  winy  Taft. 

N.B.  But  here  good  heed  mulF-be  had,  that  in 
the  laft  Solution  there  be  not  taken  too  little  water, 
but  rather  more  than  is  wont  to  be  taken  in  the 
making  of,  common  Mede.  The  reafon  is  this ;  be¬ 
caufe  the  Honey  gets  not  its  due  Fermentation,  but 
retains  its  ufual  and  a  kind  of  nauceous  Sweetneft, 
and  cannot  be  made  partaker  of  a  winy  Savour. 

But  now,  water  enough  being  added,  promotes 
the  Fermentation,  and  caufeth  that  it  gets  its  Purity 
and  Clarity  much  fooner,  and  is  of  an  excellent 
fweet  Savour.  After  that  this  Metheglin  hath  gotten 
the  requifite  Clarity,  the  fuperfluous  water  is  to  be 
abftradted  thencefrom  by  your  Magnet,  which 
water  being  removed  ,  the  remaining  ungrare- 
full  Savour  of  the  Honey  going  away  together  with 
the  water,  vanifheth,  andifhis  Wine  of  the  Honey, 
gets  its  ftrong  Spirits  from  the  Honey,*  and  has  a 
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winv  Savour  from  the  Tartar.  If  any  one  be  fb 
minded,  he  may  add  to  the  Honey  in  the  firft  boil- 
iuo',  fome  Spices,  or  which  is  better,  may  hang  them 
in^a  little  Bag  in  at  the  Bung,  that  fo  they  may  be 
Icrmentcd  with  the  Metheglin,  and  give  it  a  fweet 
Savour.  T-he  Spices  are  thefe  that  follow  :  Carda¬ 
moms  one.  Coriander  two,  Orris  Roots  three  parts  ; 
the  which  will  give  tlie  Metheglin  a  fine  Taft.  The 
Blowers  of  Elder  make  it  taft  juif  like  Wine  made 
of  the  Apian  or  Mufcadel  Grapes.  Cinamon  and 
<■  loves  allb  do  give  it  a  delicate  Sweetnefs,  But 
every  one  may  ule  fuch  Spices  as  he  thinks  beft,  ac¬ 
cording  as  he  fancieth  this  or  that  Taft.  Of  fuch 
Metheglin  is  made  moft  excellent  Vinegar,  which 
fcarce  is  inferiour  to  wine  Vinegar  though  of  the  very 
beft  Sort. 

XCVII '  V/hether  or  no,  there  be  any  other  benefit,  which 
our  ISflagnet  can  befiow. 

He  that  fhall  onefy  diligently  enquire  by  trials 
made,  will  without  doubt,  find,  that  fuch  a 
Magnet  as  attracleth  water,  can  be  profitable  many 
ways;  which  to  treat  largely  of  here,  the  time  will 
not  permit.  For  becaufe  that  this  Magnet  draws 
out  of  all  Liquors,  their  fijperfluous  water,  it  doth: 
certainly  bring  much  Benefit,  and  manifold  Fruits, 
very  many  of  which,  we  would  here  dclare  it 
need  required.  But  the  time  admits  not  of  any  Ion 
ger  dwelling  about  thele  things.  But  yet,  however, 

1  will  reveal  an  Art  for  the  Poor’s  fake  who  have 
no  Wine  growing,  nor  any  money  to  buy  it,  and 
are  therefore  enforced  (  but  e.fpecially  in  the  winter 
Seafon  )  to  drink  cold  water  after  their  hard  La¬ 
bours;  )  by  the  help  of  which  faid  Art  they  may 
have  good  Wine  to  drink  all  the  year  both  in  the 
Summerand  Winter  months;  I  mean  in  thofe  places 
in  which  there’s  plenty  of  Wine  made,  and  is  in  the 
Autumn  Seafon  Iqueezed  our  with  wine  Prefles. 

In  all  thofe  places  in  which  ftore  of  Grapes  are 
preft  out  with  Prelles,  there  is  great  ftore  of  the 
busks,  the  which  is  partly  kept  for  the  Bealls  to  nou 
rifti  them  in  the  Winter,  and  partly  thrown  away 
as  unprofitable,  efpecially  in  thofe  Seafons  which 
afford  a  great  Quantity  of  Wine.  But  if  fo  be  that 
the  Wine  Harveft  be  fomewhat  poor  and  nor  fo 
plenrifull,  then  they  pour  water  upon  all  the  husksor 
on  fome  part  of  them,  and  leave  it  fo  for  fome 
days,  and  again  prefs  them  ;  and  thereby  is  made  a 
Drink  that  has  fome  kind  of  wine-like  Savour  which 
is  given  to  the  Servants, and  other  Labourers  to  drink 
inftead  of  bare  water. 

But  now  in  fuch  Years  wherein  they  are  thorough¬ 
ly  bufied  in  curing  or  making  much  Wine,  they  have 
not  the  time  to  bellow  about  making  that  Drinkthen. 
Nay  fometimes  they  have  luch  a  deal  of  VVine  that 
they  have  not  Cask  to  put  it  in,  but  are  compelled  to 
give  away  their  fmaller  Wines  to  others,  aud  Huff 
their  Cellars  with  the  more  noble. 

If  therefore  the  poorer  fort  would  have  now  and 
then  a  good  Draught  of  VVine,  they  mult  get  them 
fome  large  Veliels  which  they  mull  fill  with  the  Of¬ 
fal  of  the  Grapes,  and  wi,th  water  poured  thereupon, 
•  and  leave  them  thus,  fo  long  untill  the  rich  People 
have  done  with  their  wine  Prelfes  and  ftowed  their 
Wines  in  their  Cellars.  Then  may  they  alfb  prefs 
out  their  lecond  Wines  in  the  rich  mens  wine 
'Prelfes,  and  by  the  oft-fpoken  of  Magnet  feparate 
the  unprofitable  water  therefrom,  and  folay  up  their 
VVinCjthe  which  will  laftand  abide  good  and  durable 


all  the  Year  about,  w'hich  it  will  not  otherwile  do. 
For  fuch  kind  of  lecond  Wines  dure  only  (  for  the 
moft  part )  but  the  Winter  and  Spring,  and  parr  of 
the  Summer,  and  the  utmoft  rime  they  remain  any 
thing  good  is  but  till  the  Month  of  July,  afterwards 
they  grow  ropy  or  mufty.  But  now  the  unprofi¬ 
table  part  of  the  water  being  leparated,  they  get  a 
Ihorter  or  longer  durability  according  to  the  more-- 
nels  of  lefnefs  of  their  Concentration.  This  advice 
and  fecret  was  I  willing  to  beftow  upon  the  poor 
that  they  may  alfo  drink  good  VVine 
But  they  may  demand  where  fhould  we  get  us 
fuch  a  Magnet,  by  the  ufing  of  which  we  might  make 
our  fecond  Wines  good  I  anlwer,  they  may  bor¬ 
row  it  of  the  Rich  men  who  have  Vineyards,  for  fo 
long  ;  and  when  they  have  done  with  it  may  reftore 
it  them  again  ;  for  it  is  folafting  that  it  never  loleth 
any  thing  of  its  Body  nor  of  its  Virtue,  but  a’ ways 
remains  good.  The  rich  men  therefore  will  buy  it 
of  the  Chymifts,  the  preparation  whereof  is  clearly 
and  perfpicLioufly  delivered  in  my  firft  Century.  If 
now  this  be  done  (  which  I  doubt  not  of  J  the  Chy- 
mift  by  preparing,  and  the  Merchant  by  ufing  of 
the  fame  will  reap  no  fmall  Benefit  and  profit  And 
queftionlels, there  will  be  found  fome  men  that  are  ftu- 
dious  of  new  things,who  will  make  trial  of  this  Con¬ 
centration  of  Wines  in  fmall  experiments;  that  fothey 
may  fifh  out  the  pollibility  of  the  thing.  Burl  know 
not  whether  they  will  exercife  this  Operation  in  a 
greater  Quantity  or  no.  For  its  neither  here  nor  there 
to  me  whetherthey  will  exercife  this  Artor  let  italone. 
For  this  is  the  natural  difpofition  of  moft  men,  they 
would  very  willingly  get  ftore  of  gain,  provided  it 
could  be  done  without  great  labour  and  much  trou¬ 
ble.  From  hence  it  is  certain,  that  this  Art  of  Con¬ 
centrating  Wines  by  cold  Fires  will  not  be  fo  foon 
common,  efpecially  bccaufe  I  have  not  here  delive¬ 
red  how  fuch  a  Magnet  may  be  made  in  great  Quan¬ 
tity,  and  applied  to  ufe. 

But  yet  I  think  I  have  fuffidently  done  [  or  hin¬ 
ted  at  ]  thofe  things  I  have  revealed.  Let  others 
draw  out  of  their  own  ftore  too,  if  they  have  any 
thing.  More  things  I  could  not  reveal,  for  many 
weighty  caufes  which  I  count  it  needlefs  to  mention 
here.  Very  many  men  will  commit  many  Errolirs, 
e’re  they  attain  the  right  Scope.  Verily  it  would  be 
much  better  if  there  were  a  greater  Number  of  fuch 
Perfons  as  readily  underftood  this  Art ;  efpecially  in 
thofe  places  of  Germany  in  which  the  Wines  are  fo 
acid,  that  it  will  make  ones  Eyes  run  with  water  if 
a  bigger  Draught  than  ordinary  be  drunk  to  quench 
Thirft.  And  therefore  in  thofe  places  Ale  is  in  the 
moft  efteem,  and  indeed  it  is  no  contemptible  drink, 
if  good,  bur  yet  it  is  not  at  all  comparable  to  the 
noble  Wine,  concerning  which  noble  Liquor  thefe 
Verfes  may  rightly  be  pronounced. 

With  what  a  lovely  gifit  are  all  things  blefi 
By  tU  noble  Wine  from  tender  Vines  exprefi, 

Tfo  fickmens  pains  it  doth  an  eafiement  bring, 

B  joys  the  Countrey  Peafant,  makes  him  fing. 

And  you  jliall  fee  that  that  man  whom  to  day 
By  means  of  Wine  lies  tumbling  in  the  way,  ^ 

Wtll  on  the  Morrow  have  his  father  lay. 

There  are  many  Songs  in  the  praife  of  Wine,  but 
Ale  is  not  celebrated  with  any  dirty,  though  it  be 
never  fo  good.  Upon  this  account  therefore  the  no¬ 
ble  Juice  of  Wine  is  not  undefervedly  preferred  be¬ 
fore  all  the  reft,  provided  it  has  its  due  generoufnefs 
and  excelling  goodnefs.  But  if  it  be  not  good,  ’tis 
wholly  expedient  to  help  it,  left  by  keeping  its  Soll¬ 
os  rifhqefs 
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rifhnefs  and  waterifhnefs  it  peri (h.  But  filthy  cove- 
toulnefs  bears  too  great  a  fway  upon  mortals,  info- 
much  that  there  are  too  many  to  be  found  that 
would  rather  pour  water  to  their  Wine  and  fpoilit, 
than  better  it  by  abUrading  of  the  water. 

I  have  often  heard  the  complaints  of  Vineyard 
Mafters  in  thole  Seafons,  in  which  they  have  had 
whole  Cellars  full  of  fmall  and  poor  Wines,  which 
have  not  arrived  to  lb  much  ripenefs  as  to  be  able  to 
be  Ibid  and  tranfported  into  other  Countries.  Hence 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  if  they  lie  along  while  and  be 
not  drunk  up,  they  degenerate  more  and  more,  and 
become  exceeding  poor,  and  at  length  corrupt  by 
lying  and  fo  perifli  for  altogether  ;  unlefs  it  happens 
by  chance  that  forae  years  of  a  more  happy  Vintage 
do  fuccced,  with  which  more  noble  Wines  they  may 
mix  their  fmall  ones,  and  fo  fell  them  off,  but  yet 
with  a  poor  profit,  becaule  the  Merchants  are  not 
wont  to  buy  midling  Wines,  but  the  very  beft  of  all. 
But  they  may  have  noble  Wine  every  year  by  that 
means  that  I  have  (hewn.  For  if  one  eighth  part 
of  water  were  extraded  from  the  Wine,  it  might 
have  the  name  of  good  Wine.  But  now  if  a  fourth 
part  of  that  water  fhould  be  taken  away  thence- 
from  it  would  become  far  more  excellent,  for  a  little 
water  is  able  to  make  a  moft  noble  Wine  fmaller  and 
more  bale,  a  tryal  whereof  you  may  make  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

A  Hogfhead  of  rich  Wine,  containing  fbme  fix 
Renifh  Omd%  or  Aulms^  cofts  an  hundred  imperials; 
yea  [fbmetimes]  more,  an  hundred  Duckets;  Now 
if  you  take  thencefrom  one  eighth  part  of  the  mea- 
fure,  and  put  in  the  room  thereof  one  eighth  part 
of  water,  you  will  find  by  the  taft,  that  its  goodnefs 
is  fb  much  diminifhed,  that  that  Velfel  will  be  fcarce- 
ly  valued  at  fifty  imperials.  But  if  a  quarter  part 
be  taken  away,  and  fb  much  water  put  in  its  room, 
any  one  may  eafily  conjedure  that  fiich  a  Velfel  fil¬ 
led  with  fuch  Wine  will  be  hardly  judged  worth 
twenty  imperials. 

So  then  by  this  way  that  I  have  told,  any  Wine 
might  be  brought  to  fuch  a  noblenefs  by  taking  a- 
way  one  fourth  partonely  of  its  water,  that  a  Veffel 
which  afore  would  have  yielded  but  twelve  imperi¬ 
als,  will  afterwards  yield  three  times  the  price. 

By  all  this  that  hath  been  fpoken  may  any  one 
eafily  conclude  the  truth  of  the  true  Alchymy,  and 
what  incredible  benefits  may  be  reaped  thencefrom. 
From  this  ground  1  fay,  that  that  delicate  flip  of 
Wine  which  I  have  here  taught  the  preparation  of 
will  fo  inflame  many,  even  of  the  enemies  of  Alchy¬ 
my,  that  they  will  for  the  future  put  their  hands  to 
the  Coals,  and  try  to  get  thereby  fuch  a  delicate 
Magnet,  and  to  have  it  by  them. 

This  Magnet  will  alfo  help  not  a  few  Alchymifts 
themfelves  that  are  in  ftraights  and  want,  and  afford 
them  a  good  Cup  of  Wine  ;  whofe  Vineyards, Houle, 
and  all  their  fubftance,  the  fmoak  and  hot  fire  hath 
already  driven  up  the  Chimny,  and  [in  lieu  thereof] 
this  cold  fire  will  recover  them  again  with  no  con¬ 
temptible  increafe.  For  tljis  Leap  year  1660  is  the 
firft  year  fince  the  World’s  Creation,  in  which  the 
milerable  Coal- blowers  may  arrive  to  a  way  of  get¬ 
ting  their  Bread,  if  they  will  but  ftretch  out  their 
hands  And  that  I  may  be  here  well  underftood,  I 
don’t  onely  mind  the  concentration  of  Wine,  for 
there  are  other  moft  profitable  ufes  to  be  found  our 
of  thefe  cold  fires  ;  which  time  will  manifeft. 

It  leems  good  unto  me  to  add  by  way  of  an  over¬ 
plus  (becaufe  I  have  taught  the  making  of  a  Cup  of 


good  Wine,  and  there  is  a  great  familiarity  ’twixe 
Wine  and  Corn,)  the  Ihowing  away  how  one  may 
get  a  moft  delicate  fort  of  Bread  and  of  an  excellent 
favour,  that  fo  he  may  be  furnilhed  with  the  choi- 
ceft  of  Food  and  Drink. 

Let  fome  part  of  the  water  be  extracted  by  the 
cold  Magnet  out  of  new  Milk,  that  it  may  be  made 
better  than  the  common  Milk.  This  would  be  a 
moft  excellent  nutriment  for  the  fuftaining  of  Infants 
whofe  Mothers  die  too  fbon.  For  every  Infant  can¬ 
not  bear  raw  Cows  Milk  ;  and  if  the  fuperfluity  of 
the  Water  be  removed  by  boiling,  the  Milk  [not 
brooking  much  boiling)  doth  eafily  taft  of* the  fire, 
which  would  not  be  if  it  were  freed  of  its  water  by 
the  oft  mentioned  Magnet,  for  it  would  remain 
fweet,  and  be  of  an  excellent  Taft.  With  this  fat 
Milk,  moiften  your  Wheat  Meal,  (which  muft  be  of 
the  beft)  in  the  ftead  of  water  ;  and  let  the  Bread 
be  baked,  and  without  doubt  the  Bread  will  be  of 
an  excellent  Taft,  which  coi4d  not  be  by  the  com¬ 
mon  baking,  although  that  Butter  were  added 
thereunto.  One  may  feed  upon  this  Bread  alone, 
without  Cheefe  and  Butter,  becaufe  the  Cheefe  and 
the  Butter  are  with  the  Milk  in  which  they  lie  hid¬ 
den,  added  unto  the  Bread.  Such  Bread  is  ftrong 
nouriftiment  and  far  better  for  filling  and  nourifhing 
than  the  common  ;  and  in  earing  thereof  one  may 
eafily  commit  excels,  becaufe  it  notably  pleafeth  the 
Pallat  by  the  fweetnefs  of  its  taft.  For  fb  it  happen¬ 
ed  on  a  time  to  me,  for  eating  fuch  Bread  as  was 
made  up  with  fat  Sheeps  Milk  I  exceeded  a  mediocri¬ 
ty  in  my  eating.  But  verily  this  is  wont  to  happen 
to  fuch  as  in  their  eating  and  drinking,  abufe  the  de¬ 
licate  Meats  and  Drinks,  and  fo  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Phyficians,  becaufe  indeed  the  moll  Difeafes 
do  arife  from  too  much  fulnefs  and  furfeiting.  And 
therefore  good  reafon  is  it  that  a  moft  fpecial  regard 
be  had  to  a  mediocrity  and  temperance  in  all  things. 

XCVIII.  How  the  Water  attraBing  Magnet  may  be 
fer^viceable  to  Vhyjicians. 

IN  my  opinion  a  Phyfician  may  very  well  examine 
the  Urine  of  the  Sick,  and  Anotamize  the  fame, 
and  that  more  eafily  than  by  an  external  bare  afpedt 
or  looking-on  onely, if, wx:,.  hefeparate  and  take  away 
therefrom  a  part  of  the  water  by  the  Magnet.  For 
by  this  means  he  will  difeern  a  great  difference  be¬ 
twixt  the  one  and  the  other  part,  and  know  the  cau- 
fes  and  properties  of  Difeafes ;  and  that  far  better 
and  more  certainly  than  by  a  bareoutfide  view,  af¬ 
ter  the  Gallenical  fafhion,  or  by  the  weight,  and 
by  Diftillation  according  to  the  cuftom  of  Faracelfus 
and  Turnhetfer  ;  But  I  leave  it  to  every  ones  plea- 
fure  to  enquire  which  of  thefe  three  ways  is  to  be 
preferred. 

And  now  follows  by  way  ofCorrolary  or  Surplu- 
fage,  a  defeription  of  certain  moft  excellent  Medi¬ 
cines  to  be  adminiftred,  for  the  curing  of  moft  grei- 
vous  Difeafes  both  in  Men  and  Beafts. 

XCIX.  "The  Cure  of  the  Stone  in  the  Reins  and  Bladder^ 
and  likewise  of  the  Gout. 

TFIE  Stone  of  the  Reins  and  Bladder,  and  the 
Gout, are  judged  to  be  the  moft  greivous  Difea¬ 
fes,  and  in  very  deed  they  are  moft  grievous  Sick- 
neffes,  but  efpecially  the  Gout,  which  being  various 
and  manifold  afflifts  the  Body  of  Man  with  moft 
grievous  Pains.  Now  for  the  cure  and  removal  of 
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rhels  Dii'eafes,  1  will  prefcribe  a  certain  and  fafe  Me¬ 
dicament,  eafily  preparable,  and  of  fmall  charge. 

Take  one  or  swo  pounds  of  white  Tartar,  and 
pour  upon  every  pound  beaten  into  Powder  about 
j()me  eight  or  ten  pound  of  common  water,  which 
'  Jet  over  the  Coals  in  a  well  glazed  earthen  Pot,  and 
boil  it  fo  long,  till  all  the  Tartar  fliall  be  dilTolved  by 
the  water,  which  you  may  try  if  done  or  no  with  a 
clean  wooden  Spoon,  putting  it  to  the  bottom  and 
feeing  if  there  be  any  leftundilfolved.  In  the  boiling 
you  mulf  very  diligently  take  off  the  Scum  with  a 
i  wooden  Scummer,  that  fo  there  may  remain  no  im- 
;  purity.  After  that  all  the  Tartar  is  dillblved  and 
that  there  appears  no  more  Scum,  evaporate  the 
i  water  fo  long  till  a  thin  skin  appears  at  the  top. 

'Ihen  take  otf  the  Pot  from  the  Coals,  and  fet  it  in 
I  ibme  cold  place,  and  leave  it  there  unftirred  for  a 

I  day,  and  there  will  ftick  on  to  the  fides  of  the  Pot, 

;  delicate  Crylfals  like  a  Dye,  having  a  Cubical  form 

■  Faracelfus  calls  this  mundified  Tartar  Ludits,  and 
I  that  very  properly,  and  without  doubt  he  did  fo, 

I  becaufe  it  gets  (after  its  purification  the  fhape  of 

the  fquare  Dice.  Out  of  this  pure  and  Cube-like 
Tartar  is  prepared  an  univerfal  Medicine  againft  all 
tartarous  Dileafes,  as  follows. 

If  you  have  one  pound  of  this  pure  and  Cubical 
Tartar,  reduce  one  pound  of  Crude  Tartar  into  a 
I  white  Salt  by  Calcination  ;  the  which  you  are  to 
i  dilTolve  with  fo  much  common  water  as  is  necefiary 
to  its  diflblution  ;  filter  the  dillblved  Salt  through 
Cap-Paper,  that  you  may  have  your  fharp 
,  um  freed  of  all  its  Fffccs.  Pour  this  Ltxt^ium  into 
i  the  glazed  Pot  wherein  your  pound  of  the  laid  pu¬ 
rified  Tartar  is,  and  boil  it  accurately  therewithal] ; 

!  •  in  which  boiling  the  Tartar  will  be  eafily  diflblved 
by  the  Lixt'vium,  and  be  turned  with  the  lame  into 
I  a  ruddilh  coloured  juice  ;  though  that  your  Lixwi- 
[  urn.  and  Tartar  had  each  of  them  a  white  and  clear 
colour.  The  realbn  is  this,  becaufe  the  Tartar  is  as 
I  yet  defiled  with  many  hidden  and  black  Fsces,  and 
I  doth  at  length  after  its  folution  with  the  Lixmium 
i  render  them  vifible  and  manifeft.  Pals  this  muddilh 
folution  through  a  filter,  and  it  will  be  a  yellow 
liquor,  and  leavamany  Fa?ces  in  the  Philter,  good 
.  for  nothing  but  to  be  thrown  away,  for  they  are  of 
no  virtue  more.  Verily  ’tis  a  thing  worth  the  admi- 
i  ring,  that  there  Ihould  yet  be  fo  many  Faeces  left  in 
lb  well  purified  a  Tartar.  This  liquor  being  thus 
prepared  is  very  profitable  for  the  taking  away  and 
curing  of  all  kinds  of  Tartarous  Difeales,  by  being 
daily  ufed,  or  however,  it  doth,  at  leaft  ftrongly 
tame  their  violence,  but  you  mull:  firft  purge  the 
Body  by  Antimonial  Medicaments,  one  of  which 
we  will  prefontly  Ihew  you. 

Nl  B.  This  Medicament  will  be  yet  far  more  no¬ 
ble,  if  all  the  humidity  be  vapoured  away  and  the 
reddjlh  Salt  that  is  left  be  dilfolved  in  good  fpirit  of 
Wine  and  filtered,  and  the  faid  fpirit  of  Wine  be 
I  f  again  leparated  therefrom  by  a  gentle  Diftillation. 

For  fo  by  this  lecond  folution,  there  will  be  levered 
f  yet  more  Pieces  and  the  Salt  it  felf  will  get  a  yet 
.  i  greater  purity. 

^  This  Salt  may  be  lafely  ufod  as  a  moll  precious 
Treafore  againft  all  the  abovelaid  tartareous  Difea- 
I  fes  ;  For  it  expells  Urine,  and  drives  out  all  the  im- 
j  purities  out  of  the  Reins  and  Bladder,  and  hinders 
the  gathering  together,  and  generation  of  Sand  or 
Stones  in  thole  Members. 

I  But  if  there  be  already  Stones  generated ,  and 
I  that  they  be  not  too  hard,  it  confumes  them  by  little 


and  little,  and  carrys  themolF;  provided  that 
timonial  purges  be  (as  we  laid  but  nowj  afore  ufed 
to  purge  the  Body  with. 

1  have  in  thefe  few  words  taught  thee  how  the 
/L«i/«f,that  is,  the  Dye  like  figured  Tartar  is  changed 
by  its  own  proper  liquor  Alkahell,  or  its  own  Alka- 
lizate  Salt  into  a  Medicine  refilling  all  Tartareous 
Difeafes.  The  Dofe  thereof  is  a  Scruple  in  Wine, 
Ale,  or  other  Vehicles,  oftentimes  every  day,  or 
twice  at  the  leaft,  'vix>.  Morning  and  Evening,  for 
fuch  as  are  fifteen  or  twenty  years  old  and  upwards 
and  they  mull  fall  after  the  taking  of  the  medica¬ 
ment,  for  Ibme  due  time. 

Such  as  are  younger,  from  three,  four,  to  ten,  or 
twelve  may  take  at  one  time,  three,  four,  fix,  eight, 
or  ten  grains,  according  as  they  are  older  or  youn¬ 
ger. 

This  lb  excellent  a  medicament  have  I  deferibed 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  nor  is  there  as  far  as  I 
know,  a  better,  though  it  leems  to  arife  of  lb  vile 
a  Parentage,  and  be  fo  mean.  Suffer  not  thy  lelf  to 
be  affrighted  by  any  one,  but  ulc  the  fame  boldly, 
whenfoever  necellity  requires;  and  firmly  believe 
me  that  thou  wilt  not  find  a  better,  I  do  not  deceive 
thee ;  and  the  truth  hereof  will  be  demonftrated  by 
its  ufe.  ^ 

This  is  a  quick  and  wonderfull  purification  of  Tar¬ 
tar,  and  a  changing  it  into  a  fweet  Salt,  which  is 
neither  fweet  nor  four,  but  a  midling  tall  ’twixtboth, 
and  it  gets  a  middle  nature,  from  the  Acid  and 
the  Alkalizate  Tartar.  Now  follows  the  Antimonial 
Purge. 

C.  An  univerfal  Antimonial  Purge  to  he  ufed  in  all 
grievous  DifeaJesj  with  a  very  happy  fuccefs. 

Take  of  crude  Antimony,  Tartar,  and  Niter, 
of  each  alike.  Powder  them  each  apart,  com¬ 
mix  the  Powders,  being  mixt,  put  them  in  a  melting 
Pot  or  Crucible,  and  kindle  them  with  a  live  Coal, 
that  by  this  kindling  they  may  flame  up,  and  go  into 
a  ruddilh  kind  of  coloured  mals.  Your  Pot  being 
yet  hot  fet  it  into  your  Wind  Furnace,  and  melt  it, 
that  all  your  matter  may  flow  in  the  Crucible  like 
water,  then  pour  it  out  into  your  Cone,  and  being 
cold  take  it  out,  and  leparate  the  Regulus  therefrom, 
and  lay  it  by  for  other  ufes,  becaufe  ’tis  not  fervice- 
able  for  the  operation  here  minded.  Now  out  of 
one  pound  of  Antimony,  you!  have  eight  Lots,  or 
four  ounces  of  Regulus.,  fo  that  of  your  one  pound 
you  will  get  a  Regulm  of  four  ounces  or  the  fourth 
part  of  the  pound.  The  Scoria’s  which  will  be  of 
a  reddilh  colour  and  of  a  fiery  tall  upon  the  Tongue 
mull  be  again  melted  in  the  fame  Pot  they  were 
melted  in,  if  it  be  whole,  or  in  fome  new  Pot,  and 
when  they  flow,  put  a  live  Coal  into  the  Pot.  The 
Salt-peter  whll  feize  upon  the  Coal,  and  being  occu¬ 
pied  about  corroding  the  lame,  will  let  fall  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Regulus  it  as  yet  held  up.  Then  the 
matters  being  poured  out  into  your  Cone,  and  cool, 
llrike  bff  the  Reguhts  at  the  bottom  with  the  ftroke 
of  an  hammer,  and  beat  the  Scoria’s  which  will  be 
of  a  red  colour  and  fiery  tall,  into  Powder,  and  be¬ 
ing  thus  poudered  let  the  Salts  be  extradled  [or  dil^ 
folved]  in  the  heat  with  common  fair  water  ;  the 
which  holding  in  them  the  moll  pure  Sulphur  of 
Antimony  do  turn  the  water  into  a  red  Ltxivtum, 
in  which  is  hidden  the  Medicine  that  we  leek  after; 
and  is  to  be  gotten  thence  by  the  following  way. 
For  after  that  the  Sulphur  is  dilfolved,  by  diilblving 
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Ue'inaes  or  Remainder  are  good  for  nothing. 

Keiiques  fA-iOnlve  white  and  purihed  Tar- 

n?  wat  into  glared  Pot.  Zi  thou  fhalt 
tar  in'fair  .  ting  thus  hot  as  it  is  (  for 

tvheV’tis  cold  the  Tartar  will  again  (h(»c  in  it  j 
”  ^  1  tr  lirrle  and  little  into  the  Antimonial  Lixcvc- 

‘’r'andlt  w mrebiltate  the  iame.  fo  that  the  Sul- 
f  ’  f  rhe  Antimony  will  fall  down  to  the  bottom 

fn  rtam  ct r  Sift  or  reddift  ^hen 

all  the  Sulphur  is  fetled,  feparate 
i-he  Sa’t  from  the  Sulphur,  by  canting  it  otf,  th 
nour  on  f  n  “warm  Water  and  waft  it  to  olten  t, 
Ke  SaU  be  gone  off  Then  ptoher  it,  tto  a 
thp  Water  mav  be  feparated  and  the  i  owner 
ill  to  thl  Philter,  which  you  ftall  put  upon 
new  and  dry  Cap  papec  thereby  to  remove  all  the 
waTerineft  Ld  then  dry  it  in  the  heat  of  the  Sum 
This  is  thlt  Univerfal  purging 

drives  out  all  malignant  humours  by  aU  'he  Emunc 
toties  -VIZ,,  by  Vomit,  Stool,  Sweat,  Uime  anu 
Sukt’e  out  of  the  whole  Body  v  and  that  very  a  e  y 
ff  warily  idminiftred,  and  the  Dcfe  thereof  not  too 
much  encreafed;  in  which 

medicires  themfelves  do  hurt,  tf  their  due  Dole  be 
Sceeded  Hereupon  it  is  better  that  there  be  ufed  at 
the  beginning  rather  a  leffer  Dofe  ™“h.ftat 

fo  no  errour  may  be  commuted,  and  a  fafe  trial  may 
be  made,  how  much  the  ftrength  of  the  Patient  will 
bLror  not  bear.  And  albeit.that  the  Dofe  of  this 
mSicainent  ftould  be  given  in  .fc  h™"  » 
as  not  to  work,  or  have  any  vifible  O^mion  at 
all  yet  neverthelefs  it  well  performs  us  Office,  and 
drives  out  the  Diftempers,  but  yet  more  flowly  than 
when  ’tis  adminiftred  in  a  due  Dofe, 
give  about  one,  two,  or  three  Stools.  to  fuch 

S  areftrong  and  youthful!  Petfons,  'hcDrfe  "lay 
be  given  in  fuch  a  Quantity  as  to  ^ufe  Vomi^  m 
fuch  I  fay  as  can  brook  vomiting.  The  ufual  Dofe 
fofthofe  that  are  above  fifteen  Years  of  Age  is,  ^ne, 
two  three,  four,  or  five  Grains,  according  as  they, 
arolder  or  yiunge^'-  To  Infants  and  (uch  as  are 
a  little  elder  an  eighth  part,  a  quarter,  or  half  a 
Grain  even  to  an  whole  Gram,  may  •  ’ 

with  regard  had  to  the  Age  and  the  D^eafe^  Thi 
medicine  is  of  good  ufe  in  all  kinds  of  DifeaLs,  ant 
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,n  all  kinds  oT  Men,  [  and  Women  ]  fave  onely 
Women  with  Child  ;  and  to  them  you  _rauft  admi- 
nifter  either  none  at  all,  or  at  lead  wife  fo  little  as  o 
be  fure  it  provokes  not  to  any  inclination  ' 

in<^.  And  the  like  is  to  be  obferved  by  fuch  Perfons 
who  are  fo  weak,  as  that  they  clearly  want  ftrength 
requifite  for  this  Operation  [ofvomumg.]  But  yet 
it  may  be  ufed  even  to  new  born  Infants,  foi 
Convulfion  Fits  with  which  a  great  many  of  them 
are  wont  to  be  fiiatch’d  away  without  any  remedy. 
The  Dofe  muft  not  exceed  the  bignels  ot  a  Rape- 
feed  and  it  niuftbeadminiftred  in  the  Mothers miHt. 
But ’if  the  Infants  are  grown  already  up  to  be 
towhat  ftronger  and  are  above  half  a  Year  old, 
th^Dofe  of  the  raid  medicament  is  to  be  a  , little  en- 
creafed,  that  it  may  operate  vifibly,  arid  fo  caft  forth 
all  the  malignant  humours  out  of  their  ^ 
rhev  themfelves  may  not  be  afterwards  afflidbed  with 
"x!  -d'other  fuch  like  ™  -  - 
fants  are  fubieft  unto.  Verily,  all  the  Childre 

whom  I  have  given  ^^i®  uth 

hitherto  tafted  of  thofe  Difeafes ;  the  which  truth 

•the  Parents  of  fuch  Infants  and  others  can  confirm 
by  their  Teftimonies.  But  efpecially  this  medica¬ 


ment  is  a  moft  prefent  remedy  againft  the  Epilepfie 
both  in  young  and  old,  and  a  moft  certain  Secret  in 
the  Plague  and  all  Feavers ;  and  a  moft  excellent 
purge  in  the  Gout,  Leoprofie,  French-pox  and  other 
moft  grievous  Difeafes  ;  and  likewifc  in  external 
new  Wounds,  in  Fiftula’s  and  old  Ulcers,  what 
Name  foever  they  are  called  by,  if  it  be  but  ufed 
inwardly  to  purge  them,  Briefly,  this  medicament 
hath  fcarce  its  fellow,  fo  that  we  have  no  reafon  at 
all  to  regard  fuch  men  as  out  of  meer  ignorance, 
oppofe  and  flander  Antimony  in  their  learned  baw- 
lings,  and  fay  that  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  Poifbn,  and 
therefore  no  ways  profitable.  But  let  no  body  be¬ 
lieve  their  barking,  but  firft  try  the  fame,  and  he 
will  clearly  find  the  contrary. 

This  indeed  I  readily  confefs  that  Antimony  is  of 
no  ufe  in  the  body  of  man,  nor  can  it  be,  afore  it  is 
prepared  ;  but  after  preparation  I  do  boldly  affirm  it 
to  be  a  moft  admirable  medicine. 

Concerning  which,  reade  but  the  chiefeft  of  the 
Ancient  Philofophers,  efpecially  Bafil  Valent  me,  who 
in  the  honour  of  Antimony  wrote  the  Triumphant 
Chariot  [  thereof.  ]  Do  but  fee  what  Varaceljus,  A- 
lexander  Suchten,  and  feveral  others  have  recorded 
in  writing,  concerning  the  incomparable  Vertues 
and  Power  of  Antimony,  by  all  whofe  Writings  is 
clearly  evinced,  what  things  lie  hidden  in  Antimony, 

I  forbear  tofpeak  of  other  Phyficians  as  well  modern 
as  ancient.  For  it  poffefleth  the  Vertuesand  Powers 
of  all  Vertues  and  Powers  concentrated.  What 
need  many  words  ?  Fet  it  be  brought  but  to  the 
Teft,  and  it  will  moft  apparantly  teftifie  by  its  trial, 
what  Treafures  it  carries  in  its  bofom.  The  things 
that  I  fpeak  of  here  proceed  out  of  meer  pity  and 
love  to  my  Neighbour,  that  I  might  help, his  ficknefs  • 
and  miferies.  A  very  finali  Portion  of  the  faid  me¬ 
dicament  may  be  able  not  onely  to  preferve  a.  whole 
Family  for  a  whole  Year  free  from  all  the  Difeafes 
that  rnight  befall  them,  but  alfo  to  rid  them  of  them. 
So  likewife  it  fends  packing  all  the  ficknefles  of  beafts 
by  itsetfedual  Virtue.  I  was  willing  from  a  faith- 
full  and  good  mind  to  beftow  this  comfort  and  help 
upon  mankind,  againft  all  incident  Difeafes,  whether 
external  or  internal  5  In  the  third  following  Century 
fhall  be  deferibed  more  very  excellent  medicines  a- 
gainft  all  kinds  of  Difeafes,  which  may  be  made  ufe 
of  by  fuch  as  without  caufe  are  afraid  of  Antimony. 

And  as  touching  that  Salt  which  is  made  by  the 
mixtion  of  the  acid  Water  of  the  Tartar,  and  the 
Uxivium  made  of  the  Tartar  calcined  ;  it  is  not  in- 
feriour  as  to  its  excellency  and  eminency  to  the  but 
now  f'poken  of  Sulphur  of  the  Antimony  it  felf ; 
herein  onely  is  the  difference,  that  there  is  to  be 
adminiftred  a  bigger  Dofe  thereof  And  therefore 
it  muft  not  be  thrown  away,  but  aftei  that  the  Sul¬ 
phur  is  feparated,  the  infipid  Water  is  to  be  evapora¬ 
ted  and  there  will  then  remain  a  yellow  Salt  behind, 
which  has  even  yet  in  it  no  fmall  Portion  of  the 
Antimonial  Sulphur;  and  therefore  ’ns  in  a  manner 
better  than  the  Sulphur  it  felf,  becaufe  of  its  own 
peculiar  Nature,  which  by  the  difeharging  its  own 
office  [or  proper  work,]  may  be  even  per/e  reckoned 
up  amongft  thofe  moft  excellent  medicines. which 
ftrongly  refift  all  Tartareous  difeafes. 

For  that  reafon  therefore  do  I  commend  this  Salt 
moft  highly  to  all  fuch  as  are  burdened  with  grie¬ 
vous  Difeafes.  The  preparation  thereof  is  altogether 
eafie,  for  it  is  not  made  of  any  chargeable  matters, 
but  mean  ones,  and  therefore  not  without  caufe  to 
be  highly  efteemed  of 


f 

I 


Part  II. 


The  Second  Century. 


6l 


The  dofe  of  this  fo  excellent  a  Salt  is  robe  encrea- 
fed  or  diminifted  according  to  ;he  Quality  of  the 
Perfons  and  the  Dileafes.  To  fuch  as  are  of  ripe 
Aee  one  Scruple  or  fomewhat  more  is  fufficient.  To  . 
Infants,  and  to  fuch  as  are  a  little  older,  from  one 
to  twelve  Grains  may  be  given,  regard  being  had 
to  the  difference  of  their  Years.  It  gently  purgeth 
the  belly,  without  any  kind  of  Danger,  it  draws 
I  out  all  evil  humours,and  efpecially  it  helps  the  gouty 
i  and  ftony  Perfons  with  a  moft  wilht  for  Eafernent. 

!  The  weight  of  thofe  two  contrary  Salts,  viz,,  of 
j  the  fixt  Salt  of  Tartar  by  which  the  Sulphur  is  ex- 
'  trafted  out  of  the  Antimony, and  of  the  common  and 
;  acid  Tartar  diffolved  in  Water,  and  which  precipi- 
I  tateth  the  Sulphur  of  the  Antimony  out  of  the  Lm- 
\  cannot  be  certainly  tlefined  and  limited.  For 

i  according  to  the  greater  or  lefler  Quantity  of  the  Uxu 
i  viaw,  is  required  more  or  lefs  of  the  Tartar  water 
to  be*  poured  upon  the  Lixivium,  that  fo  being  mor¬ 
tified  may  let  go  that  Sulphur  of  Antimony  it 
!  holds  up  in  it  felf.  The  Lixivium  it  felf  will  (hew 
I  you  if  you  have  not  poured  on  Water  enough  of 

!  the  Tartar  by  its  being  not  yet  freed  of  all  the  Sul¬ 
phur  and  that  there  is  more  Water  of  Tartar  rcqui- 
'  red  to  allay  all  its  Acrimony  that  all  the  whole  Sul- 
phur  may  be  turned  out.  A  bigger  Quantity  of  the 
Water  of  Tartar  poured  on  the  Lixivium  [  than  juft 


enough  ]  doth  not  fpoil  it ;  it  takes  in  as  much  of  the 
diflblved  Tartar  as  it  can,  and  what  is  overplus  re¬ 
mains  an  acid  Tartar'  and  is  not  changed  in  its  Na¬ 
ture.  But  whatever  of  it  is  diffolved  in  the  Lixivi¬ 
um  is  no  more  Tartar,  becaufe  it  becomes  a  midling 
Salt  of  the  two,  neither  acid  nor  fweet,  but  parta¬ 
king  of  both  Natures,  and  diffolves  in  cold  Water’ 
which  the  acid  Tartar  will  not  do. 

This  Salt  therefore  is  able  to  perform  great  matters 
in  fnedicine,  and  notonely  in  medicine  but  in  Alchi- 
my  too,  and  in  other  Arts  can  it  exhibit  abundance 
of  riches;  concerning  which  thing,  more  (hall  be 
fpoken  in  another  place. 

Thus  finifh  I  now  this  my  fecond  Century,  where¬ 
in  I  have  not  onely  abundantly  fupplied  thofe  things 
which  by  reafon  of  the  overmuch  haft,  I  could  not 
infert  in  the  Appendix  to  the  fifth  Part  of  the  Prof- 
perity  of  Germany,  but  have*  withall  laid  open  fome 
part  of  the  life  of  my  Sal  Mirabilis,  as  much  as  the 
fhoftnefs  of  my  time  would  give  me  leave  to  do. 

If  by  the  Grace  of  God  I  have  a  yet  longer  Life 
vouchsafed  me,  I  will  about  half  a  Year  hence,  bring 
fo  great  a  benefit  not  onely  unto  my  own  Coun¬ 
trey, but  perhaps  evento  the  whole Chriftian  World, 
as  ever  they  received  from  any  man,  in  fo  much 
that  the  World  fhall  feem  as  if  ’twere  new,  and  fo 
for  the  prefent  I  reft  and  make  an  End. 
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GLAUBERS 

IBealth?  ^to?e  '^oute  of  '®^rtafttrt0. 

L  ♦  » 

Wherein  many  Profitable  Ghymical  Secrets  are  difcovered. 

V  Faithfully  tranjlated  oiit  of  the  High-Dutch  of  the  Authoun 
Courteous  Reader^ 

Avingfome  Tears  Jince  begun  to  communicate  to  the  W'OYld  my  manifold  profitable  Inventioni 
\  in  Centuries,,  but  of  late  been  hindred  hy  ficknefs  and  other  impediments  from  continuingthe 

- fame :  yet  now  being  follicited  thereto  by  many  Lovers  of  Art,  I  could  do  no  lefs  than  to  f»» 

deavour  to  give  them  fome fatisfa^ion by  the  publifhingof  theje  i  and  withall ctffuring  them,  tlkt,  in. 
cafe  God  he  pleafed  to  continue  my  Life  (  notwithftanding  that  becdufe  of  great  Age  and  Sicknefs  I 
am  fain  to  keep  my  bed')  I  intend  to  compleat  the  refi  of  my  promifed  Centuries,  defiring  the  kind 
Reader  in  the  mean  time  to  accept  of  thefe  three,  and  to  pardon  the  confufed  manner  of  writing  them, 
having  for  want  of  leifure,fet  them  down  as  I  found  them  in  my  Notes,  beingchiefly  the  occafional  dif- 
coveries  and  inventions  during  my  Chymical  Labours:  Neither  would  1  have  the  Reader  offended  that 
in  feme  places  I  break  off  fo  abruptly,  efpecially  where  I  am  f peaking  of  the  matter  which  Adam 

brought  with  him  out  of  Paradife  for  whatever  may  be  wantingin  this  fifth  Century  fhall  God  willing  be 

fupplied  in  the  fixth :  I  alfo  defire  the  Reader  not  to  he  moved  by  the  Calumnies  of  any  Envious  igno¬ 
rant  Perfons,  to  think  that  the  things  here fet  down  {being  mo(l  of  them  new  and  unhear  d  of  inventions) 
are  mere  Fables  and  invented  matters,  and  no  real  experimented  Truths,  but  rather  remit  the  veri¬ 
fication  of  them  to  time  and  his  own  Experience,  which  will  not  fail  to  fatisfie  him  of  the  Truth  of  the 
Particulars  herein  contained,  FareweL 
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vvalh  common  Tartar  Snow  white  in  a 
1  few  hours  time,  and  reduce  it  to  a  pleafant 
Salt  which  dillhlves  in  cold  Water,  and  where¬ 
with  of  Sugar,  Honey,  or  any  fweet  Fruits  at  all 
•  times,  yea  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  in  all  places 
Liquors  may  be  prepared  like  to  Wine  inTah,  fhiell, 
colour,  ftrength  and  virtue,  and  of  which  afmrwards 
good  Brandy  and  Vinegar  may  be  made  with  great 
profit. 

1.  To  purifie  common  Salt  in  great  quantity, 
in  one  days  time,  fo  as  to  become  very  white,  pure 
and  tranf|)arent  and  of  a  plealantTah,  (hooting  into 
cubical  Cryftals  fit  for  the  Tables  of  great  Perfons, 
its  taft  being  very  agreeable,  and  the  meat  feafbn’d 
with  it  much  more  wholfome  than  that  which  is 
dreft  with  the  common  Salt.  See  the  'freatife  of  the 
nature  of  Salts. 

A  fecret  to  preferve  all  forts  of  Wine,  and 
make  them  durable,  whether  of  Grapes,  Sugar, 
Honey,  Apples,  Pears,,  Quinces ,  Figs ,  Plums  , 
Cheries,  Malt,  Wheat,  &c.  and  is  of  great  ufe  to  a 
Houfe  keeper. 

4.  Any  of  the  forementioned  Wines  may  with  eafe 
be  turned  into  very  good  Vinegar,  not  inferiour  to 
that  which  is  made  of  French  or  RlienilhWine.  See 
tny  Vegetable  Work. 

5.  To  makegood  Sal  Armomack  of  foveral  con¬ 
temptible  matters  which  are  trod  under  foot  and  caff 
out  on  the  Dunghill  very  eafily  and  in  great  quanti¬ 
ties,  fo  as  one  Man  every  day  may  prepare  one  hun¬ 
dred  pound  weight  of  it  with  ten  (hillings  charges. 
See  wj/'Treatife  of  the  Mineral  Ss^uill  in  order  to  long  life, 

6.  Afecret  water  wherewith'in  an  hours  time  the 
yellow  colour  in  Diamonds  may  be  drawn  from 
them,  which  makes  them  ten  times  more  worth  than 
they  were  before.  See  rny  T'reatije  of  the  Divine  Cha- 
radler. 

7.  In  hke  manner  may  the  dark  red  colour  of 
Granates  be  extrafted,  leaving  them  onely  fo  much 
colour  as  makes  them  like  Rubies.  For  Granates 
and  Rubies  refemble  each  other  in  their  bodies  and 
colour,  the  onely  difference  between  them  being, 
that  the  Granates  abound  with  too  much  colour, 
which  makes  them  lefs  valued,  when  therefore  fome 
part  of  their  colour  is  extraded  from  them,  they  do 
in  virtue,  hardnefs  and  beauty,  equal  Rubies,  one 
Karat  of  which  is  more  worth  than  ten  pound  of 
Granates,  fo  as  this  extraftion  muff  be  very  gainfull 
to  him  that  is  Mailer  of  it.  See  my  third,  Appendix 
to  the  feventh  part  of  my  Pharmacopoea  Spagyrica. 

8.  In  like  manner  alfo  may  be  extrad^  the  co¬ 
lours  of  blue  Saphyrs,  yellow -Jacinths,  Topaces, 
and  Purple  Amethyfts,by  which  means  they  become 
white  as  Diamonds,  and  when  brought  to  the  fame 
degree  of  hardnels  are  every  whit  as  valuable  as 
they.  See  my  third  Appendix  as  before. 

9.  tn  a  moments  time  to  rob  Sol  of  its  colour  and 
make  it  white  as  Silver,  See  my  Treatife  of  the  Seal 
of  God. 

10.  ,To  (eparate  from  Mars  andFf^w  when  dif- 
folved  in  Water  as  well  as  from  any  other  Vitriol, 
by  means  of  an  artificial  Precipitation,  their  hidden 
fpiritual  Sol  or  Tindure,  and  that  in  a  moment;  a 
thing  of  great  u(e  in  Phyfick,  as  well  as  in  thetranf 
mutation  of  Metals.  See  the  fecond  Appendix. 


II.  Toextrad^o/  out  of  Sand  and  Stones  with 
great  eafe  and  little  charges,  which  by  precipitation 
is  afterwards  feparated  from  the  diffolvent,  retaining 
its  former  ftrength,  and  may  be  made  ule  of  again 
for  the  like  extradion.  See  the  profperity  of  Germa¬ 
ny  Me or  Novum  Lumen  Chymicum. 

II.  To  extrad  Sol  from  Luna  with  a  ftnall  quantity 
of  diffolvent,  which,  after  precipitation  of  the  Sol 
remains  in  its  full  ftrength,  and  may  be  ufedasbe*- 
fore  to  the  great  gain  of  the  Artift.  .S'ee  Glauber’s 
Laboratory^  and  profperity  of  Gtnnauy,  yth.  part. 

13.  In  one  days  time  to  prepare  a  particular, 
whereof  one  part  will  tinge  three  parts  of  into 
Lune.  N.  A.  This  Tindure  is  a  white  Stone  which 
being  placed  in  a  fit  Furnace,  and  a  due  fire  adminif- 
tred,  within  few  days  the  whitenefs  will  be  changed 
to  a  yellow  colour,  and  that  into  a  fix’d  red,  where¬ 
of  one  part  being  caft  upon  four  parts  of  Lune  in 
Flux,  exalts  it  fofar  thatin  the  (eparation  it  givesa 
fourth  part  of  Sol.  Which  hidden  fixation  is  perfor¬ 
med  by  the  proper  Agent  of  the  matter  which  is 
white  of  it  felf,  and  yet  affords  a  red  Tindure,  when 
handled,  as  is  here  (et  down.  See  my  Treatife  of  the 
fecret  fire  of  Artcphius. 

14.  In  a  fhorttimeto  prepare  a  particular  Tindure 
of  a  red  fubjed,  which  exalts  Silver  to  that  degree, 
as  to  yield  much  Sol  in  the  (eparation.  See  my  expli¬ 
cation  upon  Pontanus  his  Letter. 

1 5.  A  good  graduating  water  which  being  digefted 
with  Lune^  makes  it  yield  much  Sol  in  feparation. 
Seethe  Treatife  concerningthe  mofi- fecret  natural  Sal  Ar- 
moniack  every  where  to  be  found. 

16.  Another  graduating  water  in  which  Mercury 
being  digefted,  becomes  coagulated  into  Sol  and  Lu¬ 
na.  See  the  fiery  Alkahefi. 

17.  Another  fixing  water,  which  being  once  or 
twice  abftraded  from  Mercury  makes  it  lo(e  its  pro¬ 
perty  of  making  Sol  and  Venus  white,  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary  gilds  Luna  when  rub’d  upon  it.  I  have  as  yet 
carried  this  experiment  no  further,  but  am  ofopini- 
on  that  if  Mercury  were  long  enough  digefted  in 
the  fame,  it  would  turn  the  Mercury  into  Tindure, 
coagulating  and  fixing  each  common  Mercury  into 
Sol.  See  Hafiecal. 

18.  A  volatilizing  Water  w'hich  being  abftraded 
from  Sol  highly  exalts  its  natural  colour,  and  carries 
it  over  the  Helm,  which  done  it  is  no  more  common 
Sol^  but  may  in  a  (hort  time  be  fixed  into  a  tranfpa- 
rent  red  Carbunqle.  See  my  third  Appendix^  ire. 
concerning  the  Griffins  Claws,  and  Eagles  Wings. 

19.  A  water  of  like  natur.e  that  volatilizeth  all 
fixt  matters,  wherewith  in  one  Tingle  Diftillation, 
the  Tindure  or  Soul  may  be  exrraded  from  Mars., 
Venus,  and  all  coloured  Stones,  and  carried  over  the 
Helm ;  which  Tindures  afterwards  with  one  redi- 
fication  are  highly  purified,  and  have  their  Medici¬ 
nal  and  tinging  virtue  doubled,  which  exalted  and 
multiplied  Tindures,  notwithfianding  their  great 
volatility  may  within  twenty  four  hours  time  becon- 
centrated,  by  means  of  a  (ecrct  Magnet,  and  fixed 
into  a  Stone,  penetrating  all  compad  Bodies,  with 
which  incredible  things  may  be  done  in  Alchymy 
and  Phyfick.  See  my  third  Appendix,  ire. 

lo.  To  prepare  a  Salt  in  an  hours  time,  and  with¬ 
out  extraordinary  charges,  which  makes  all  fixt  mat- 
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ters  volatile,  and  is  of  fuch  virtue  that  when  a  little 
of  it  is  joyned  with  Spirit  of  Wine  it  makes  it  fb  lirong 
and  fiery,  that  it  diflblves  all  Metals,  Minerals,  Ani¬ 
mals  and  Vegetables,  carrying  theirQ^  Efience  over 
the  Helm, and  is  the  eft'eder  of  wonders  in  Phyfick  and 
Alchymy  :  lb  that  he  who  knows  how  to  prepare 
and  make  ufe  of  this  wonderfull  Salt,  needs  ne¬ 
ver  want  either  bodily  health,  or  a  competent  fup- 
ply  of  maintenance.  See  my  Treatife  o/' Elias  Artifta 
in  Quarto. 

21.  A  wonderfull,  to  all  Men  knowm,  hut  withall 
contemptible  matter,  which  every  where  may  be 
had  for  nothing,  which  whofoever  knows,  together 
with  the  ufe  of  it,  needs  never  want,  becaufe  there¬ 
by  he  may  effed  whatfoever  is  necefiary  for  Soul  or 
Body.  See  my  fecond  and  third  ^^pendix  Phar- 
macopoea  Spagyrica. 

22.  The  manner  of  preparing  a  running  Mercury 
out  of  all  Minerals  and  Metals,  and  that  in  one  days 
time,  which  joyn'd  with  Sol  becomes  fixed  into  Sol. 
See  my  third  appendix. 

23.  How  fuch  a  Mercury  may  be  prepared  in  an 
hours  time  of  the  martial  Regulm  of  Antimony,  with 
outany  charges  to  fpeak  of,  which  is  a  trueTinfture, 
fixing  the  imperfe(fl  Metals  into  Sol.  See  my  Treatijc 
concerning  the  fecret  Fire  of  the  Magi. 

24.  A  water  miade  of  a  particular  fort  of  Chalk 
which  changeth  a  yellow  or  brown  skin  into  white, 
and  which  cannot  be  wafh’d  off  with  water,  of  va¬ 
luable  ufe  for  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen.  See  my  ^th 
Century  in  Folio, 

25.  A  water  prepar’d  of  So/,  which  turns  white 
hairs  into  a  yellow  gold  colour.  See  my  Laboratory. 

26.  Another  water  made  of  Silver,  which  tinges 
hair  cole  black,  good  for  fuch  as  are  gray  hair’d,  and 
endeavour  to  conceal  their  Age.  See  Glaub.  Concentrate. 

27.  A  water  made  of  Sol,  which  colours  the  hair 
and  skin  of  Man,  as  alfb  the  bones  and  horns  of 
Beaft,  and  feathers  of  Birds,  of  a  fair  lading  Purple. 
See  Glauber’s  Laboratory  in  QuartoT. 

28.  A  water  into  which  when  any  Metal  is  put, 
it  begins  to  grow  withi  n  twenty  four  hours  time  in  the 
form  of  Plants  and  Trees,  each  Metal  according  to  its 
inmoft  colour  and  property,  which  Metalline  Vegeta¬ 
tions  are  called  Philofophical  Trees,  both  pleafantto 
the  Eye  and  of  good  ufe.  Vide  mj  fourth  Century. 

29.  A  water  made  of  Sand  and  Flints,  having  the 
property  of  changing  Wood  that  is  laid  in  it,  in  a 
fhorc  time  into  hard  Stone  of  feveral  colours  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  p’.eafure  of  the  Artift. 

50.  A  dry  water,  or  rather  Stone,  upon  which 
if  any  volatile  faline  Spirit  be  poured  and  fee  in  the 
Sun,  it  prefendv  fucks  in  the  volatile  mineral  Spirit 
and  in  one  days  time  makes  it  fo  fixt  that  it  may  be 
made  red  hot  in  the  Eire,  without  any  evaporation. 
See  my  univerjal  Coagulator. 

;i.  By  this  means  alfb  may  the  combuftible  ftink- 
ing  Sulphur,  the  greateft  enemy  of  Metals  be  fixed, 
which  afterwards  being  caft  upon  the  imperfed  Me¬ 
tals  in  Flux,  doth  meliorate  them,  and  make  them 
afford  Sol  and  Luna  on  the  Cupel  with  profit.  See 
my  fecond  .Appendix. 

^2.  In  like  mannermay  Antimony  without  any  lofs 
of  weight  be  fixed,  fb  as  no  more  to  caufe  vomiting, 
but  cafts  all  evil  out  of  the  Body  infenfibly  by 
fweac,  reftoring  health,  and  renewing  youth.  See 
my  proper  Agent. 

5;.  In  the  fame  manner  may  Orpiment  be  fix¬ 
ed,  (b  as  no  longer  to  be  a  Poifon,  but  a  Meliora¬ 
tor  of  imperfedd  Metals. 


54  Likevvife  alfo  may  Arfenick  be  fixed  within 
two  or  three  days  time,  fb  as  it  may  fafely  be  taken 
inwardly,  being  an  excellent  Diaphorerick  for  the 
cure  of  Difeafes,  and  good  to  exalt  Metals,  fb  that 
in  feparation  they  afford  Gold  and  Lune.  See  my 
proper  Agent. 

_?5.  Much  after  the  fame  mannermay  Mercury, 
without  any  confiderable  lofs  of  weight(though  with 
longer  time  and  more  patience  j  be  fixed,  fb  as  to 
futfer  himfelfto  be  melted  and  hammer'd  like  any  o- 
ther  Metal,  and  on  the  Cupel  leaves  Sol  and  Luna. 
See  my  Treatije  of  the  uni-verfal  Coagulator. 

36.  In  like  manner  may  the  martial  Regulm  hn- 
timony  be  fixed  into  a  tinging  Stone,  that  meliorates 
all  imperfect  metals. 

37'  A  wonderfull  Magnet  which  being  put  into 
any  watry  Liquors  or  Oils,  draws  the  water  to  it 
felf  leaving  the  Oils  more  pure,  fubtile  and  penetra¬ 
ting.  See  Elias  Artifta. 

38.  By  means  of  this  Magnet,  we  can  feparate 
from  the  higheft  redtified  Spirit  of  Wine,  one  half  of 
infipid  v/ater,  which  Spirt  of  Wine  after  this  fe¬ 
paration  is  an  ciTcfler  of  wonders. 

39.  ThisSpirit  of  Wine  when  poured  on  pulveri- 

fed  Coral  and  thence  abffracled,  brings  their  red 
Tindlure  over  the  Flelm,  being  a  wonderfull  Cordi¬ 
al  and  purifier  of  the  Blood.  , 

40.  By  means  of  this  Spirit  of  Wine,  may  the 
Cordial  Virtue  ofPearls  be  brought  over  the  Helm, 
being  of  great  efficacy  for  the  recovery  of  lick  and 
weak  Perfbns. 

41.  This  Eflence  of  Wine  being  poured  upon 
clean  wafhed  Egg  fhells,  diffolves  them,  and  diftil- 
led  from  them,  brings  over  with  it  their  Stone-brea¬ 
king  and  difiblving  virtue,  and  is  a  fingular  remedy 
in  the  Gout,  and  the  Stone  of  Kidney  or  Bladder. 

42.  The  fame  alfo  diflblves  the  Lapis  Lyncis  and 
judaiem,  as  alfo  Crabs  Eyes  fo  called,  and  other 
Stones  found  in  Fifhes,  carrying  their  virtues  with 
it  over  the  Helm.  See  my  f  ft h  Century. 

43.  The  fame  Spirit  of  Wine  diflblves,  extrafts 
and  brings  over  the  Flelm,  the  inmoft  virtues  of  all 
Animals  and  Vegetables  carrying  them  over  the 
Helm,  whence  incomparable  medicaments  may  be 
prepared. 

44.  Black  Snails  fuch  as  are  found  in  May  on  the 
Graft  diflblved  in  the  fime,  and  brought  over  the 
Helm,  and  duely  exhibited  to  thofe  that  have  the 
Gout  or  Stone,  carries  off  all  tartareous  flimy  matter 
from  the  Kidneys,  Bladder,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Body  by  Seige  and  Urine. 

45.  Aloes, Saffron  and  Myrrh  diffolved  in  the  fame, 

and  their  Tinctures  carrieci  over  the  Helm,  af¬ 
fords  an  excellent  E/mr  i/,  very  conducive 

to  long  Life.  See  Paracelfus  concerning  Elixirs. 

46.  Cantharides  diflblved  therewith,  and  brought 
over,  are  apowerfull  Diaphoretick,  above  all  others, 
cleanflng  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder,  but  ought  to  be 
heedfully  ufed,  becaufe  it  is  a  vehement  Medicine, 
which  being  overdos’d  will  hurt  the  Kidneys,  Bladder 
and  Ureters. 

47.  The  Leaves  of  Elelleborafler,  extrafted  and 
brought  over  with  the  fame,  affords  an  Excellent 
Aepua  Vitce,  conducing  to  long  Life.  See  Faracelfm. 

48.  Sea  Squills  being  diflblved  in  this  Spirit  of 
Wine,  and  fpiritualized  by  being  brought  over  the 
helm,  is  of  great  ufe  for  removing  of  Difeafes,  and 
maintaining  of  health. 

49.  Nux  Vomica,  being  firft  grated  and  then  dif- 
fblved  therein,  and  their  reftorating  Vertue  being 

brought 
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bi^ugbToveTVhe in  reljorif^g 
the  decayed  ftrength  and  health  of  man,  but  muft 

be  ufed  with  underflanding. 

,0.  Common  Mercury  diliolved  and  broughtover 
with  the  fame.  Is  the  higheft  Medicine  againft  the 

1-rench  Pox  and  all  venereal  Difeafes. 

Tvlercurv  of  Antimony  prepared  after  the 
affords  a  Medicine  againft  all  Difeafes 
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fame  manner 

^  <1.  Fixed  Antimony  thus  extrafted  and  brought 
over  is  a  Diaphoretick  curing  all  Difeafes,  and  refto- 

ring  the  higheft  degree  of  health. 

V-  In  like  manner  may  many  excellent  KemeUies 
be  prepared,  out  of  all  Vegetables  and  Minerals,  for 
reftoring  and  preferving  of  health, 

<4  A  further  ufe  of  our  Water  attrading  Mag¬ 
net  is  this.  Abftradt  the  Oil  of  Tartar,  Hartshorn, 
Amber,  Soot,  or  that  which  is  diftill’d  from  Smiths 
Coals,  and  the  Magnet  will  attrad  all  the  Water 
and  bad  Smell  to  it  felf,  which  remains  with  the  Mag¬ 
net,  and  the  pure  clear  and  fubtil  Oil,  onely  comes 
over,  which  Magnet  being  made  red  hot,  lofrth  its 
water  and  ftink  and  may  be  made  ufe  of  as  before. 

<<  In  like  manner  may  the  Oil  of  Wax  and 
Bricks,  commonly  called  the  Oil  of  Philofophers  be 
deprived  of  their  bad  Scents,  and  made  exceeding 

penetrative  and  pleafanc.  ...  ,  /-x-i 

56.  So  alfo  may  all  Vegetable  and  Animal  Oils 

diftill’d  by  retort,  be  purified  and  made  pleafant. 

<7  Likewife  all  the  Oils  of  Herbs,  Seeds,  Woods 
and  Spices,  which  with  the  addition  of  Water  are 
diftill'd  by  a  common  Still,  may  by  diftilling  them 
from  our  Magnet  be  made  much  more  fubtil,  and 
their  fweet  Smells  much  more  ftrong  and  percing  ; 
fo  that  a  little  of  thefe  Oilsfet  in  anopenVelfe  ,  per¬ 
fumes  not  onely  the  Room  in  which  it  is  but  alfo  the 
whole  houfe,  they  being  lb  volatile  that  without  any 

Fire  they  vanifh  in  the  Air,  ,  c 

58.  And  as  by  means  of  this  volatalizing  fiery 
Spirit, the  pleafant  and  well  feented  Oils  of  Spices  may 
be  greatly  meliorated  and  exalted;  fb  likewife  may 
all  ftinking  and  poifbnous  Vegetables,  Animals  or 
Minerals  thereby  be  made  much  more  ftinking  and 
venemous,  fb  as  their  Smell  alone  will  be  fufficient 
to  kill  men,  doing  it  with  far  greater  expedition  than 
any  Corporal  poifons  whatfbever.  SeQElia4  Artifia. 

59.  All  well  feented  Oils,  may  by  means 
volatile  faline  Spirit,  be  purified  to  the  high^  De¬ 
gree,  and  afterwards  be  reduced  to  a  hard  Body  : 
which  Body  then  is  no  common  grofsBodyCas  being 
a  coagulated  Spirit)  but  a  clear,  tranfparent  fpiritual 
pure  Body. 

60.  This  Labour  may  with  profit  be  practis'd  on 
Amber,  whole  Oil  being  by  r edification  made  clear 
and  trWparent,  and  then  digefted  with  our  fiery 
fait  Spirit,  becomes  hard  again  as  it  was  before  di- 
ftillation  ;  by  which  means  we  may  make  pieces  of 
Amber  as  big  as  we  pleafe,  and  may  mix  with  it 
feme  fmall  Threds  of  5o/,  and  fo  fhall  have  the  old 
highly  efteemed  Stone  called  Chryfophoros  ;  or  elfe 
we  may  put  intoit,  whilft  yet  it  is  fbft,  little  Worms, 
Flies  Spiders,  Pifmires,  or  whatever  elfe  we  pleafe, 
which  is  a  notable  Curiofity  and  (hews  as  if  they 
were  grown  there,  to  thofe  that  are  ignorant  of  this 

61.  In  the  fame  manner  may  the  Oil  of  Turpen¬ 
tine  be  reduced  to  a  hard  Gum,  to  very  good  ufe  and 

^^6i°^All  diftilled  Oils  of  Seeds,  Woods  and  Spices, 
when  by  long  ftanding,  they  turn  yellow,  red  or 


thick,  may  by  means  of  this  fiery  fait  Spirit  be  again 
made  clear,  thin  and  tranfparent,  when  fbme  of  the 
faid  Spirit  is  poured  on  the  laid  Oils  and  fb  diftilled, 
fome  part  of  the  Oil  comes  over  clear  and  tranfparent, 
the  other  part  remaining  in  the  Glafs,  in  the  form  of 
an  hard  Gum,  in  which  fmall  InfeCts  may  beinclofed 
as  before  faid  of  the  Amber. 

6;.  Amongft  all  Oils  thefe  following  are  apt  to 
grow  thick  and  ropy,  'viz,.  xh^OWsoi Lignum  Rhodii^ 
Oranges,  Limmons,  Juniper-berries  ;  thofeofCloves 
and  Cinamon  are  apt  to  grow  red.  The  Oils  of 
Fennel-feed,  Annifs,  Coriander,  Caroway  and  Cu¬ 
min-feed,  and  all  other  Oils  diftill’d  from  Herbs  and 
Seeds,  that  have  hollow  Stalks,  and  are  umbellife- 
forafmuch  as  they  abound  with  much  volatile 


rous,  _ 

Salt,  are  apt  to  turn  thick :  If  any  of  thefe  be  recti¬ 
fied  with  an  acid  faline  Spirit,  it  immediately^  de- 
ftroys  the  volatile  Salt,  and  the  Oil  becomes  clear 
and  tranfparent,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  Oil 
becomes  hard  as  a  Gum,  and  is  a  fpecial  inward  and 
outward  Medicine. 

64.  And  forafmuch  as  a  fiery  faline  Spirit  can 
make  old  and  red  Oils  clear,  thin  and  tranfparent, 
we  may  conclude,  that  fuch  a  Spirit  is  able  alfb  to 
volatilize  and  bring  over  by  diftillation  thofe  Oils 
which  by  length  of  time  are  become  hard  and  dry  in 
Seeds,  Herbs  and  Woods,  and  cannot  by  macerati¬ 
on  in  water  be  brought  over,  but  muft  by  this  more 
powerfull  means  be  made  thin  and  volatile,  that 
they  may  afford  their  Oils  as  eafily  in  diftillation,  as 
green  Seeds  and  Woods  are  ufed  to  do. 

65.  Now  as  thick  and  ropy  diftill'd  Oils  may  be 
made  thin,  by  means  of  faline  Spirits ;  fo  there  are 
fome  fait  Spirits  wherewith  we  can  coagulate  all  thin 
and  fubtil  Oils,  in  the  form  of  a  volatile  pleafant 
ftrong  feented  Salt,  of  great  ufe  in  Phyfick. 

66.  In  this  manner,  'viz..  by  pouring  a  ftrong  fa¬ 
line  Spirit  upon  them,  we  can  diftill  fubtil  and  pow¬ 
erfull  Oils  from  all  rolins,  gums  and  thick  juices, 
and  afterwards  reduce  them  again  to  the  hardnefs 
of  Amber. 

Thus  Maftick,  Frankincenfe,  Benzoin,  Storax, 
Camphir,  afford  very  pure  clear  and  tranfpa¬ 
rent  Oils,  which  when  hardned  to  the  confiftcnce 
of  Amber,  draw  ftraws  and  other  light  matters  to 
them  like  it. 

67.  In  like  manner  alfo  can  all  fulphureous  Mine¬ 
rals  be  purified  to  the  higheft  ^degree,  when  diftill’d 
with  fuch  a  Spirit,  and  then  may  be  reduced  again 
to  hard  tranfparent  clarified  Bodies;  and  amongft 
the  reft  Antimony  and  Orpiment  do  afford  in  this 
way  moft  powerfull  and  fuperlatively  penetrating 
medicinal  Stones. 

68.  And  as  thefe  fiery  faline  Spirits  do  bring  over 
by  diftillation  all  unfixt  fulphureous  Subjects,  and 
purifie  them;fo  they  do  the  fame  in  fixt  Sulphureous 
Metals,  Eg.  Jldars  and  anus,  which  Metals  being 
thus  purified  may  be  fi.xed  into  tinging  medicini 
Stones. 

69.  They  who  know  the  art  of  the  metallick  pu¬ 
rification  and  fixation,  are  poffeffours  of  an  incompa¬ 
rable  Treafure,  forafmuch  as  by  this  means  in  three 
days  time  with  the  charge  of  one  Crown,  a  true 
univerfal  Medicine  may  be  prepared,  for  the  Bodies 
of  men  and  metals,  not  in  great  quantity  indeed  but 
fufficient  to  affure  the  Poffibility  of  it,  and  may  after¬ 
wards  be  tryed  in  greater  quantity. 

70.  By  means  of  fuch  a  fiery  fait  Spirit  fixt  Chry- 
ftals.  Flints,  and  other  hard  Stones  may  be  made 
volatile  and  fpiritual,  and  then  may  tinge  them  with 

vvhac 


I 


Vart  il. 


The  Third 


LjC 


whar  colours  we  pleafe,  and  coagulate  them  again 
into  hard  rranfparcnt  colour’d  Stones,  and  that  of 
-  what  form  and  fafhion  we  pleale  This  is  a  very 
gainfull  Art,  becaufe  fair  transparent  colour’d  Stones 
are  always  preferrable  xa  Sol. 

7r.  And  as  we  have  underftood  that  by  means  of 
volatilizing  waiters,  nor  onely  Vegetables  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  bur  aUb  minerals  and  fixt  metals  may  be  made 
volatile,  and  their  purelt  parts  brought  over  the 
Helm,  and  by  this  means  do  wonders  as  well  in 
Phyfick  as  Alcbymy.  Now  though  this  leparation 
of  the  pure  part  from  the  impure,  by  means  of  Dif 
1  tillation  be  high'y  to  be  valued,  yet  there  is  a 
better,  cafier  and  lels  chargeable  way  to  feparate 
the  purer  parts  from  all  Adetals,  Minerals,  Stones, 
Sand,  and  coloured  Earths  containing  ^^/and  Tinc¬ 
ture,  by  means  of  a  Magnet,  which  being  laid  in 
the  Solutions  of  Metals,  and  extractions  of  Stones, 
within  a  few  hours  time  draws  to  it  all  the  fpiritual 
;  as  well  as  fixt  So/  and  linCturei  contain'd  in  the  laid 
Solutions ;  fo  that  after  abftraCtion  of  the  dilfolvent 
by  Diftillarion,  we  find  the  dii'-animated  dead  Body, 
which  being  pur  alide,  we  feparate  the  attracted  So/ 
j  or  Tincture  from  the  Magnet,  and  thus  obtain 
I  vvhatfoevsr  good  was  hid  in  theforefaid  grofs  Bodies. 

I  JV.  B.  Though  indeed  this  extraction  of  Sol  and 
Tinctures  be  very  eafie,  as  hath  been  laid,  yet  1 
(hall  here,  for  further  information  of  the  Header,  fet 
dow'n  what  ought  to  be  obferved  in  the  extracting 
of  So/  from  each  Aletal,  Mineral,  Stone,  or  Earth. 
And  firft  of  fixt  Sol. 

"}z.  When  there  is  fixt  Sol  in  Sand  or  Stones,  we 
need  onely  to  pulverize  them,  and  pour  upon  them 
Aq.  Regis  wherein  common  Salt  hath  been  diffolved, 
and  let  them  boil  together  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  by 
i  which  means  the  T7.  draws  the^Cc/  out  of  the 
Sand  and  Stones,  in  which  extraclion  if  we  then  put 
the  Sol  attracting  Adagner,  it  will  draw'  the  Sol  to 
it  felf,  which  being  feparated  from  the  Magnet,  is 
j  melted  down  vzith  fluxing  Powder,  the  ^'7.  Regis 
j  continuing  good  to  be  employed  on  the  like  oc- 
calion. 

7;.  But  when  in  the  Sand  or  Stones  there  is  no 
fixt  but  onely  a  volatile  unripe  Sol,  then  we  muff 
.  put  the  Sand  or  pulverized  Stones  into  a  Glafs  Retort, 
and  pour 'upon  them  of  our  volatilizing  fiery  Alka- 
heft,  and  abftraCt  the  fame  from  the  Sand  or  Stone, 
by  which  means  it  carries  the  Sol  oyev  with  it, which 
j  hath  been  attracted  by  the  golden  Magnet,  which 
i  being  reduced  will  be  found  good  and  fix’d  Sol.  The 
I  dilfolvent  may  again  be  ufed  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

74.  But  ii' the  Stones  befides  the  Ao/,  do  alfo  con- 
i  tain  Lune,  then  an  Aof.  Fortis  muff  firft  be  poured 
i  upon  them  to  extract  the  Lune,  and  afterwards  pre- 
j  ci  pi  rate  it  bv  calling  fbme  common  Salt  into  the  So- 
i  ■  lution,  by  which  addition  of  Salt  the  Acf.  Fortis  is 
I  turned  into  an  Arj  Regss,  and  being  poured  upon 
I  the  Stones,  it  extracts  the  Sol  alio. 

75.  For  if  at  firft  we  fhould  pour  an  Acj.  Regis 
upon  thefe  Stones,  it  would  indeed  extraCt  the  Sol, 

.  but  withall  fo  alter  the  Lune,  that  it  would  be  im- 
I  poffible  afterwards  to  extraCt  it  with  Aq.  Fortis,  and 
1  therefore  we  are  to  proceed  in  the  manner  above- 
!  faid. 

j  76  In  like  manner  alfb  we  are  to  proceed  with 
(  white,  yellow  and  red  Earths,  for  to  extraCt  the 
I  Lune  and  Sol  that  is  in  them.  And  if  it  be  a  fat 
i  Earth  and 'contains  fixd^S’e/,  it  mult  firft  be  made 
red  hot  to  rob  it  of  its  fatnefs,  becaufe  elfe  it  would 
devour  too  much  A(i.  Fortis. 


77.  But  when  the  Earth  contains  onely  volatile 
Sol,  as  the  yellow  Earth  of  Silejia  and  the  redTerr^ 
Lemma  Sgitiata,  it  muft  not  bc  made  red  hot,  but 
pour  fbme  Alkaheft  upon  it,  and  ib  bring  the  Sol 
over  the  Helm. 

78..  Yellow  and  red  Earths  do  commonly  contairf' 
Sol  or  or  both,  and  therefore  we  may  boldly 
maze  trial  of  them  ;  tor  oftentimes  a  great  treafure  is 
fhut  up  in  very  contemptible  Earth,  fuch  as  might 
ferve  to  maintain  many  thoufands. 

79.  In  the  fame  manner  we  may  extraCt  the  fixt 
as  well  as  immature  out  of  Ruddle,  redjafper^  ' 
and  red  Blood-ftones,  which  in  fome  parts  are  found 
in  grear  quantities. 

80.  With  our  Sol  attracting  Alagnet,  we  can  ex¬ 
tract  much  Sol  out  of  any  common  Vitriol,  and 
after  the  Sal  is  extracted,  reduce  the  Solution  to  Vi¬ 
triol  again,  which  is  as  good  for  the  Dyers  ufe  as  it 
was  before. 

81.  With  the  fame  Magnet,  good  Scl  may  'be  ex¬ 
tracted  out  of  thofc  yellowifh,  reddifh,  andgreenifh 
waters  which  flow  from  fome  Mountains,  which 
waters  being  to  be  had  for  nothing,  muft  make  this 
work  very  gainfull. 

81.  And  in  cafe  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  meet 
with  this  fort  of  running  waters,  then  we  may  take 
the  Copperas  Stones  which  are  often  found  in 
Sand,  but  for  the  moft  parr  grow  in  fat  Earth,  which 
when  they  are  expos’d  to  the  Air,  fall  in  pieces,  and 
having  water  poured  upon  them  alford  a  good  Vi¬ 
triol,  which  eafily  yields  the  fpiritual  Sol  it  con¬ 
tains  to  our  Alagnet.  So  that  an  Artift  can  foarcely 
be  tofoek  for  fubjeCfs,  from  whence  unripe  volatile 
or  fixt  Sol  may  be  had  with  profit. 

83.  JV.  B.  But  when  we  have  a  mind  to  bring  the 
volatile  Sol  which  is  in  red  Sand,  Stones  and  Clay, 
with  volatilizng  waters  by  Diftillation  over  the 
Helm,  it  is  good  to  add  to  our  Eagles  Wings,  or  vo¬ 
latilizing  water,  fome  of  our  moft  fecret  Sal  Armoni- 
ack,  by  which  the  fame  is  extreamly  ftrengthned 
and  animated,  fo  chat  like  a  forftrength,  it 
carries  the  IVlan  on  Horfeback  away  in  the  Air  to 
his  Neft. 

84.  JV.  B.  T\\\sGrijfin  is  the  Artift,  that  prepares 
this  fiery  water,  wherewith  he  feizeth  as  with  his 
Talons  the  Man  armed  Cap  a  Pe  ;  that  is,  red 
Stones,  Sand  and  Earth,  abounding  with  a  martial 
Tincture,  extracts  and  carries  them  to  the  young 
ones  in  his  Neft,  that  is,  provides  a  good  mainte¬ 
nance  for  his  Family  thereby. 

85.  But  becaufe  to  thefe  operations  of  extract¬ 
ing  Sol  volatile  and  fixt,  and  TinCtures  from  thefub- 
jeCts  juft  now  mentioned,  when  we  work  them  in 
quantities,  much  Acj.  Regss,  or  other  like  waters  are 
required,  which  every  one  hath  not  an  oportuniry 
to  prepare  for  himfelf,  and  therefore  muft  buy  them, 
which  encreaferh  the  charges  of  the  operation; 
wherefore  I  am  willing  to  teach  a  near  way  to  pre¬ 
pare  thefe  corrofive  waters. 

86.  Foraftnuch  then  as  we  know  that  Vitriol  is  an 
univerfal  acid,  and  the  chief  of  all  ’ts,  and  the 
Spirit  it  yields  by  Diftillation,  muchfi,  50  fiery  than 
that  which  is  forc'd  from  other  Salts,  therefore  we 
may  make  ufe  of  the  Oil  of  Vitriol,  for  a  Bafis  with 
the  help  of  others  Salts,  to  prepare  foveral  forts  of 
fdline  Spirits,  with  fraal]  labour  and  charges,  in 
manner  as  follows. 
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S  87.  Recipe  two  parts  of  Niter  difFolved  in  water 
^  and  one  part  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  diftill  them  in  an  Al- 
lembick,  and  you  will  obtain  a  good  Fortis  to 
diflfolve  Lune^  Saturn,  and  Mercury.  This  operati¬ 
on  fpends  little  Fire  and  comes  over  eafily. 
wa  b8.  And  if  we  diflolve  one  pound  of  Salt,  and  as 
^  much  Niter  in  three  pound  of  Water,  adding  there¬ 
to  one  pound  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  diftill  it  in  Sand, 
by  Alembickor  Retort  we  fhall  get  fix  pound  ofgood 
and  ftrong  ^<3'.  todiffolve^o/,  Venus,  MarshsA 
Jupiter. 

O  89.  But  when  we  take  two  pound  of  Salt,  and 
diflblve  it  in  three  pound  of  Water  adding  one 
pound  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  we  get  five  pound  of  good 
Spirit  of  Salt.  The  Salt  that  ftays  behind  is  called 
Sal  Mirabilis  or  wonderfuil  Salt,  becaufe  wonders 
may  be  done  with  it,  as  appears  from  feveral  parts 
of  my  Writings,  thele  Salts  being  of  divers  vertues 
according  to  the  nature  of  thofe  Salts  that  are  added 
to  the  Oil  of  Vitriol  in  Diftillation. 

90.  Thefe  Salts  are  commonly  added  to  metals, 
and  melted  down  with  them  in  Crucibles,  by  which 
means  they  become  difiblved  in  the  dry  way,  which 
is  much  eafier  and  readier  than  the  wet  way  of 
dilTolving, 

91.  In  particular  by  this  way  we  can  diflblve  Sul¬ 
phur,  which  refifts  all  corrofive  faline  Spirits,  and 
remains  undiflblved  by  them. 

91.  Now  to  obtain  Oil  of  Vitriol  with  eafe  and  in 
great  quantity,  we  may  proceed  feveral  ways,  and 
efpecially  thus, by  diflblving  Vitriol  in  water,  adding 
a  contrary  to  it,  which  feparates  all  its  impurities, 
by  which  means  the  purified  Vitriol  may  with  a 
fmall  Fire  be  reduced  to  Oil,  fo  as  one  pound  of  Oil 
of  Vitriol  will  not  require  above  ten  pound  of  Coals. 

95.  And  becaufe  Oil  of  Sulphur  is  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  with  Oil  of  Vitriol,  yea  is  more  proper  for 
fbme  operations  than  it,  therefore  we  may  makeufe 
of  the  fame  Oil  of  Sulphur,  to  prepare  ftrong  faline 
Spirits,  efpecially  becaufe  the  fame  may  be  prepared 
in  quantity  and  very  compendioufly,  according  to 
a  particular  way  defcribed  by  the  Ancient  Philo- 
fbphers. 

94.  They  have  taught  us  the  preparation  of  Oil 
of  Sulphur  in  their  wittily  devifcd  Fables,  giving  to 
this  Oil  the  name  of  Venus,  whom  Vulcan  when  come 
to  Man’s  eftate  took  to  Wife  :  by  the  word  Vulcan, 
we  are  to  underftand .  every  combufti'ble  Sulphur, 
and  by  the  word  Venus,  its  incombuftible  corrofive 
Oil,  which  for  this  reafbn  probably  they  called  Ve¬ 
nus,  becaufe  when  -a  drop  of  it  falls  on  burning 
Coals,  it  gives  forth  a  red  fmoak  like  to  Venus,  or 
becaufe  this  acid  Oil  like  a  wicked  Woman,has  fharp 
Teeth, and  a  keen  deceitfull  Tongue,  wherewith  they 
lay  hold  of  Men,  and  lead  them  aftray  in  the  fame 
manner  as  this  Oil  cleaves  to,  and  enters  a  League 
with  every  metal  to  which  it  is  joyned,  forafiTiuch  as 
all  metals  proceed  from  Sulphur,  and  have  great  af¬ 
finity  with  it,  as  the  Woman  hath  with  Man. 


Here  follows  an  Explication  of  the  Roettcal  Table,  tea¬ 
ching  us  to  make  the  Oil  oj  Sulphur  in  (quantity. 

95.  We  reade  that  Vulcan,  that  is,  a  combuftible 
Sulphur,  took  Venus  to  Wife,  by  which  is  meant  the 
incombullible  Oil  of  Sulphur ;  now  whilft  Vulcan  was 
bufie  at  his  work  in  the  Caves  of  the  Earth,  for  ha 
was  a  Miner  and  a  Black-finith,  Venus  betakes  her 
felf  to  Mars,  who  lies  with  her  ;  now  when  Vulcan 
found  his  Wife  in  the  embraces  of  another  Man  he 
calls  all  the  Gods  to  his  help,  who  appearing,  ^caft 
an  Iron  Net  over  Mars  and  Venus  that  they  might 
not  efcape,  but  with  great  fhame  be  expofed  to  the 
derifion  of  the  Gods. 

A  96.  When  Vulcan  is  kindled  in  a  Furnace  made 
for  that  purpofe,  that  is,  labours  in  metals,  the  flame 
carries  Venus,  i.  e.  the  Oil  of  Sulphur  into  Mars  his 
lodging,  that  is,  into  the  Recipient,  which  muft  be 
fill  d  with  Steel  Wire,  where  fhe  commits  Adultery 
with  Mars,  that  is,  begins  to  diffolve  the  fame,  and 
produceth  a  Vitriol,  which  when  expofed  to  the 
moift  Air,  becomes  refolved  into  a  clear  fweet  water, 
which  from  the  Steel  Wire  runs  into  the  Veflel  ap' 
pointed  to  recieve  it,  which  fweet  water  is  nothing 
elfe  but  Arofirus  the  Son  of  Mars  and  Venus,  or  the 
martial  Oil  of  Sulphur,  or  to  fpeak  more  plainly, 
the  Vitriol  of  Mars. 

97.  This  Vitriol  of  Mars  is  called  by  the  Philo- 
fophers  the  juice  or  water  of  the  Birch  Tree,  and 
of  which  they  fay  the  Philofbphers  Stone  may  be 
prepared,  for  many  of  them  have  writ  concerning  it, 
and  pointed  to  this  fweet  Iron  Juice,  which  they 
have  termed  Birch  Tree  Waters,  becaufe  of  the  like- 
nefsit  has  therewith,  for  when  in  the  Spring  time 
we  make  a  hole  with  a  Piercer,  reaching  to  the  Pith 
of  the  Tree,  and  thruft  into  it  a  Quill  or  Faucet, 
much  fweet  water  proceeds  from  it,  which  fonjc 
make  ule  of  to  brew  Beer,  becaufe  the  fame  is  ac¬ 
counted  very  good  againft  the  Stone  in  the  Kidneys 
and  Bladder. 

98.  This  Vitriol  alfb  is  VirgiVs  Arbor  Opaca,ov  dark 
Tree,  whofe  Branches  he  declares  to  be  eafily  flex¬ 
ible  ;  now  what  is  more  flexible  than  Iron,  or  Cop¬ 
per  Wire,  which  are  therefore  compared  to  the 
Birch,  which  is  a  very  juicy  Tree,  and  hath  very 
flexible  branches. 

99.  That  this  fhady  Tree  is  the  fitteft,  according 
to  Virgil's  Doctrine,  to  break  off  one  golden  Twig 
after  another  is  alfb  certain,  for  I  have  tried  it  di¬ 
vers  ways  and  found  it  to  be  true,  that  it  affords  its 
golden  Twigs  very  freely  to  him  that  knows  how 
to  handle  Projerpina. 

100.  Butif  the  Artift  be  acquainted  with  the  ufe 
of  our  Sol  attrafting  Magnet,  he  may  then  with 
eafe  and  more  profit,  without  Diftillation  or  Fire, 
break  off  the  faid  Twigs,  than  he  could  do  with  the 
help  of  Projerpina. 

And  thus  I  conclude  this  third  Century,  the 
fourth  and  fifth  follows,  which  will  be  found  of  bet¬ 
ter  ufe  than  this. 
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THE  FOURTH  CENTURY. 


To  extraB  the  Sol  that  is  in  Granates. 

I.  TF  Granates  be  melted  with  Glaft,  that  contains 

L  Lme,  the  Lune  containing  Glafs  will  unite  it 
felf  with  the  Sol  that  is  in  the  Granates,  which  with 
an  Aq.  Regia  may  be  afterwards  leparated. 

To  make  a  good  Mercury  of  Wine. 

• 

Recipe  Crude  Tartar  and  pour  upon  it  a  Lye  of 
Salt  of  Tartar,  diPill  in  an  Alembick,  and  you’l 
have  a  ftrong  Mercury  of  Wine,  which  is  a  much 
ftronger  and  more  fiery  Spirit,  than  Spirit  of  Urine, 
cfpecially  if  Ibme  Sal  Armoniack  be  added  to  it. 

To  make  a  Mercury  of  Metals. 

And  if  before  wedifiblvea  Metal  or  Mineral 
in  the  forefaid  lye  ofSalt  of  Tartar,  or  in  the  Crude 
Tartar,  before  that  both  thefe  contraries  be  put  to¬ 
gether,  then  the  volatile  Spirit  of  Tartar  will  bring 
over  the  Tindure  or  Mercury  of  the  laid  metal  or 
mineral  in  the  form  of  a  fubtile  Spirit.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  we  may  drive  the  Mercury  of  all  minerals  and 
metals  over  the  Helm. 

What  the  Soul  of  the  greater  and  lejjer  World  is. 

4.  P/^fo  call’d  common  Salt  the  Soul  of  the  great 
World,  and  ifib,  then  Salt  of  Tartar  may  very  well 
be  accounted  the  Soul  of  the  lelfer  World :  for  what- 
Ibeverisin  the  Macrocofm,  the  fame  is  alfo  in  the 
Microcofm. 

All  Juperfluities  of  Nature  afford  a  volatile  Salt. 

5.  For  the  Salt  of  Hartfhorn  of  Hair,  Soot,  Blood, 
and  of  the  Seeds  ofMuftard,Creires  and  Scurvy  graft, 
^c.  are  much  of  the  fame  Nature  as  Salt  of  Tartar. 

A  Good  Bath. 

6.  Common  water  fprinkled  upon  red  hot  Flints 
or  Pebbles  that  are  found  in  running  Streams,  affords 
an  hot  Vapour,  which  by  reafon  of  the  fubtil  Sul¬ 
phur  of  the  Stones  it  carries  up  with  it,  is  very  pe¬ 
netrating,  fo  that  in  this  manner  without  any  other 
Fire  we  may  prepare  an  hot  dry  Bath,  very  avail¬ 
able  to  cure  many  Difeafes  by  fweating,  the  great 
vertue  of  it  chiefly  proceeding  from  the  fulphureous 
Spirit  of  the  Stones. 

To  feparate  Sol  from  Luna  by  fluxing  in  a  Crucible. 

7.  When  we  have  a  mind  to  feparate  Sol  from 
Luna  by  means  of  Sulphur  we  need  not  make  ufe  of 
granulated  or  filed  Saturn  for  precipitation,  but  in- 
liead  thereof  we  may  make  ufe  of  Antimony,  be- 
caufe  the  granulated  or  filed  Saturn  is  made  hard 
and  influxible  by  the  Sulphur:  neither  fhall  we  make 
ufe  of  common  Venus  for  precipitation,  as  Erker  tea¬ 
ches,  but  fuch  a  Venus  as  hath  been  made  friable  with 
Arfenick  or  Orpiment,  by  which  means  we  fhall  get 
more  Sol  than  without  Arfenick,  becaufe  Arfe¬ 
nick  and  Orpiment  contain  much  volatile  Sol,  which 
in  this  Operation  becomes  fi.xed  wdth  the  Luna. 


j  To  recover  the  Sol  and  Luna  'which  is  got  into  the  Pores 
/  of  the  Crucible. 

8.  The  Crucible  muff  be  beaten  into  fine  Powder, 
and  put  into  a  reverberatory  firc,fl:irring  it  continual¬ 
ly  by  which  means  the  Antimony  and  Sulphur  vapour 
away,  and  the  Sol  and  Luna  remains  with  the  Earth 
which,  with  ftrong  Waters  may  be  feparated. 

Another  way  to  perform  the  fame. 

9-  Or  we  may  add  filings  of  Saturn  to  the  powder 
of  the  Crucibles,  and  give  them  a  ftrong  heat,  by 
which  means  the  Saturn  will  take  in  the  Sol  and 
Luna.  N.  B.  But  the  Separation  with  ftrong  Waters 
IS  the  more  eafie  way  of  the  two. 

To  extraSb  the  Colour  from  Sol. 

10.  Venus,  Jupiter  and  Regulus  Martis  melted  into  a 
maft  with  50/, and  V ?nus,ihQ  Jupiter  and  Regulus  Mar¬ 
tis  afterwards  feparated  from  the  Sol  by  Niter,  then 
melt  other  metals  as  before  with  the  Sol,  and  feparate 
them  as  before  with  Niter,  which  muft  be  continued 
till  the  Sol  have  loft  his  Colour. 

11.  The  droft  being  afterwards  melted  in  a  Cru¬ 
cible,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  Coles  made  of  Blood 
caft  upon  it,  the  extradbed  Tindbure  of  Sol  will  fepa¬ 
rate  it  felf  from  the  droft,  falling  to  the  bottom  like 
a  Regulus,  N.  B.  The  metals  Venus,  Jupiter  and  the 
martial  Regulus  may  be  feparated  from  the  droft  onely 
with  common  wood  Coal. 

t>y  the  Regulus  of  Antimony,  and 
diftiird  with  Sal  Armoniack,  gives  an  excellent  Mer¬ 
cury  of  metals,  which  hath  a  feent  like  musk. 

To  extraEl  Sol  out  of  Stones. 

I?.  If  we  take  Sand  or  Stones  that  Contain  Sol, 
and  melt  them  with  Lead  afhes  into  Glaft,  and  re¬ 
duce  them  again  with  fixed  Salt,  then  by  cupelling 
this  Lead  afhes, and  the  reduced  Sand  or  Stones  feve- 
raltimes,  we  fhall  have  the  that  was  in  the  Stones. 

To  extrabl  Sol  from  siones. 

14.  The  black  or  brown  Pebbles  found  in  Brooks, 
and  which  break  finooth  like  Glaft,  being  mixed  with* 
the  bell  Eagles  wings  and  diftilled  by  retort,  yield 
much  Sol. 

A  TinSlure  from  Metals. 

15.  Jupiter  \s  the  higheft  Regent  over  the  upper 
Conftellations.  Sol  gives  to  all  Stars  their  Light,  Mars 
rules  upon  Eatth,  and  Saturn  in  the  Earth,  and  of 
thefe  four  an  univerfal  Tindbure  may  be  prepared. 

16,  Mars  and  Saturn  in  particular  yields  great 
riches,  when  being  reduced  to  Glafs  they  are  feveral 
times  driven  through  a  Reverberatory,  according  to 
that  of  the  Ancient  Philofbphers  ;  by  Saturn  and 
Mars,  fire  and  art,  great  wealth  may  be  found. 

That  there  is  a  renovating  vertue  hid  in  Spiders. 

17,  Spiders  renew  themfelves  every  month  by 
calling  their  skins,  wherefore  a  medicine  prepared  of 
them  by  the  Flame  of  Spirit  of  Wine  renews  man. 

18.  It 
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i8  It  is  allb  to  be  obletved  that  all  Birds,  efpeci- 
all  thole  tha^fted  upon  Flies  and  Worms,  when 
?hVa?e  fick,  curechemfelves  by  eatmg  Spiders. 

Secrets  of  Serpents. 

.  o  All  Torts  of  Serpents  renovate  themfelves  ones 
a  year  by  calling  their  skins,  wherefore  if 
the^with  Spirit  of  Wme,  and  correft  them  by 
burring  away  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  they  yield  an  af- 
fured  medicine  againft  all  Poyfon  ,  and  renews 

f  ""To.  Reriilit!  of  Antimony  being  duely  fixed  with 
'  Sof  tingeth  as  well  in  the  wet  as  dry  way. 

Sol  and  Sulfhur yield  a  lincture. 

1 1  Common  combuftible  Sul^^hur  canpot  join 
with  theincombuftiblc  Sulphur  of  Sol,  without  fuch 
a  medium  as  partakes  of  both 

timony  :  when  by  this  means  the  combuftible  Sul¬ 
phur  is  fixed  by  the  incombuftible  Sulphur  of  5c/, 
the  Sol  gives  it  ingrefs  into  imperfed  metals  to  tinge 

7  c  1  ; 

7c  make  Sol  red. 


T^be  Fourth  Century, 


Part  II. 


i**  If  the  Blood  of  the  Lion  be  digefted  with  Tar¬ 
tar  and  Ferns,  this  purple 

changed  into  a  red,  and  leparate  it  (elf  from  the 
Salt  falling  in  form  of  red  powder  to  the  bottom, 
and’is  a  moft  excellent  Colour  for  Painters. 

To  male  Purpuriffa,  Faint  to  male  the  Face  lool 
ruddy. 

a-’,  Diflfolve  Sol  and  Jupter'm  Aqua  Regis,  digeft 
and  edulcorate  with  Water,  yields  an  excellent  paint 
for  Women.  N.B.  But  a  little  Oil  of  Talk  ought 
to  be  added  to  it. 

An  Experiment  upon  Purpuriffa  or  the  Blood  of  the 
Lyon. 

14.  When  we  digeft  or  boil  the  Blood  of  the  Lion 
h  long  till  the  red  Colour  becomes  as  white  as 
milk,  and  then  pour  upon  it  as  much  Water,  as  has 
been  evaporated  during  the  boiling,  this  milk  will  be 

chang'd  again  to  Blood.  ^  .  r 

15.  Of  the  blue  Paint  called  Smalt,  by  means  ot 
Salt  of  Tartar  may  a  moft  excellent  Paint  be  made 
for  Limners,  not  inferiour  to  Ultramarine. 

Of  Mercury,  Jupiter,  Sulphur  and  Sal.  Armoni 
acl  is  made  the  Paint  called  Aurum  Muficum. 

A  Cementation  that  graduates'^  into  Sol. 

«»7.  R^dpcVirriol  calcined  to Rednefs,  mix  it  with 
Salt  and  Coal  duft,  lay  this  with  thin  Copper  Plates 
(iramm  fupe-r  firatum,  put  them  into  a  Fire  that  may 
keep  the  Plates  of  Venus  red  hot  for  fix  hours  without 
melting  them,  by  which  means  the  5c/ in  the  Venus 
will  be  encrealed ;  if  we  repeat  this  Cementation 
feveral  times  till  the  Versus  be  of  a  g^d^n  colour,  the 
gain  will  be  much  greater.  N.  B.  The  caufe  of  this 
melioration  is,  becaufe  the  Coa  Duft  hinders  the 
corrofive  Spirits  of  the  Vitriol  and  Salt  from  corro 
ding  the  Venus,  and  therefore  onely  penetrates  and 
graduates  the  fame. 


7*0  male  all  Corrofives  fweet. 

18.  Vitriol  diftilled  with  Salt  yields  a  Corrofive  ' 
Spirit,  but  if  Coal  Duft  be  mixed  with  them,  they 
give  a  fweet  Spirit,  which  graduates  Lune  into  Sol 
when  digefted  thereim 

^  19.  Recipe,  Calx  of  Jupiter  mixed  with  Mercury  of 
Lune,  and  therewith  Cement  plates  of  Venus,  by 
which  means  the  faline  Spirits  introduce  the  white 
Sulphur  oi  Jupiter  into  the  Venus,  and  change  it  into 
L««e  containing  much  Sol. 

A  fiveet graduating  Spirit,  ufefull  to  the  Melioration  of 

Metals. 

50.^  Recipe,  Coal  Duft,  mix  them  with  Sal  Mira- 
btlts,  and  diftill  by  retort,  and  you  will  get  a  fweet 
graduating  Spirit,  exalting  fome  Metals  to  5c/. 

rhe  Thilofophical  Work. 

;  I.  The  Father  of  all  things  is  the  warm  Son,their 
Mother  is  the  moift  Moon,  the  Earth  is  the  Womb, 
the  Wind  carries  the  Seed  through  the  Suns  driving 
into  the  Womb  the  Earth,  which  foments,  and  ac 
laft  brings  forth  the  Child. 


Sulphur  is  the  Father  of  all  Metals. 

51.  The  Central  Fire  in  the  Earth  mounts  up¬ 
ward  continually  into  the  hollow  places  of  the  Earth, 
and  meeting  with  water  or  moifture,  cleaves  to  k 
and  makes  Stones,  as  alfo  all  Metals  and  Minerals  of 
different  natures  and  properties,  according  as  the 
water  is  pure  or  impure. 

Sulphur  is  the  univerfal  Coagulator. 

53.  Afulphureous  vapour  is  that  which  coagulates 
Mercury,  as  well  in  Vegetables  and  Animals  as 
Minerals. 

Demogorgon  the  Grandfather  of  all  things. 

34.  The  Central  Fire  in  the  great  World  keeps 
it  in  continual  motion,  andcaufeth  the  growth  ofall 
things  as  well  upon,  as  under  the  Earth,  being  the 
Governour  of  the  great  World. 

The  Vital  Sp'irit,  or  radical  moijlure,  is  the  Life  and 

Growth  of  all  Men. 

3^.  As  the  great  World  is  governed  and  maintai¬ 
ned  by  the  Demogorgon  or  Central  Fire,  fo  Man 
the  little  World  is  governed,  and  maintained  in  con¬ 
tinual  motion  and  growth,  by  the  Vital  Spirit  fcated 

in  his  heart.  , 

36.  Fire  is  the  Father  of  all  things.  Water  the 

Mother,  the  Earth  is  the  Womb,  the  Wind  or  Air 
drives  the  Fire,  being  the  univerlal  Agent,  into  the 
Water,  being  the  univerfal  Patient,  in  order  to 
bring  forth  Fruit.  See  my  Treatife  of  the  diwne  Cha- 

37.  Man,  Beafts,  Fifh  and  Fowl,  and  all  that 
lives  and  grows,  draw  their  life  from  the  Air,  onely 
the  Salamander  draws  his  life,  and  has  his  Body 
from  the  Fire,  wherefore  alfb  in  power  and  ftrength 
I  he  excells  all  living  Creatures. 

-  ;8  The 
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28.  The  lecret  Fire  of  the  Chaldeans,  which  at  all 

times  draws  Fire  out  of  the  Air,  wherewith  the  Jevy- 
ilh  Priefts  kindled  their  Sacrifice,  as  may  be  feen  in 

Maccabees,  is  made  of  Steel,  Niter  and  Sulphur. 

^9.  When  wc  abHrad  an  Aeiua  Regia  wherein  Sol 
is  difiblved  from  the  Butter  of  Antimony,  the  Soul 
of  Sol  and  Antimony  comes Bloud-red  over  the  helm, 
which  poured  upon  a  Solution  of  Lune,  the  Lune 
falls  to  the  bottom,  and  draws  the  Tindure  of  Sol 
and  Antimony  to  its  felf  out  of  the  Water,  and  the 
Lune  by  this  means  becomes  red,  and  is  a  Tindure 
and  Univerfal  medicine  for  humane  and  metallick 
Bodies.  N.  B.  The  remainder  of  the  Sol  and  Anti¬ 
mony  that  did  not  come  over  is  wholly  fixt,andagood 
Diaphoretick,thus  the  Souls  of  the  dead,?.e.  of  Sol  and 
A««e.  are  brought  up  froip  Flell.  See  Nuifemmt  de 

ffiritu  &  [ale  Mmdi.  t  1.  t> 

40.  When  in  the  manner  nowfaid  with  the  Butter 
of  Antimony,  we  bring  over  the  Soul  of  Mars  we 
get  a  much  higher  Tindure  than  from  that  of  Sol, 
and  in  coming  over  becomes  wholly  fixe  See  my 
Treatije  de  %  frmcifiis  Metallorum. 

41.  In  like-manner  may  from  the  Butter  of  Arfe- 
nick  and  Lune  a  white  Tindure  be  brought  over 
the  helm,  tinging  Venus,  Mars,  Jupter  and  Saturn 
into  Lune.  N.  B.  Thele  Tindures  in  coming  over 


tinges  red  metals  to  a  white  Stone,  w^hich  may  be 
pulverized  ;  this  Sulphur  is  the  caule  why  Tartar 
will  not  dilTolve  in  cold  V/ater  as  other  Saks. 

52.  When  therefore  the  Tartaris  Ifeed  of  thisSul- 
phur  that  coagulates  all  Water,  then  much  good 
may  be  done  therewith  as  well  in  Phylick  as  Alchi- 
my,  and  many  other  Arts  befides. 

5  5.  Tartar  by  being  boiled  in  a  ftrong  Lye,  lets 
go  its  coagulating  Sulphur,  and  a  neutral  Salt  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  them  both  ;  but  if  we  have  a  mind  to  le- 
parate  the  Lye  from  the  purified  Tartar  we  mull  do 
it  with  an  acid,  that  may  raortifie  the  Lye,  by  which 
means  the  purified  Tartar  will  be  left  (now  white. 

54.  If  the  Lye  be  kill’d  with  a  Spirit  of  Niter  or 
Aqua  Fortis,  then  from  both  thefe  contraries  proceeds 
a  good  Niter, 

55.  But  if  we  make  ufe  of  a  Spirit  of  Salt,  then 
there  is  made  up  of  both  a  tartarized  Spirit  of  Salt. 

56.  If  we  takediftiird  Vinegar  tomorcifie  the  Lye, 
then  from  the  joyning  of  thole  both  proceeds  a  neu¬ 
tral  volatile  Salt  which  is  a  good  Diuretick  in  the 
Gout  and  Stone. 

57.  This  is  the  beft  way  of  purifying  Tartar, 
which  after  this  Operation  is  of  far  greater  ufe  in 
Phy  Tick  and  Alchimy  than  the  common  Tartar. 

58.  Tartar  as  hath  been  laid,  contains  a  coagula- 


are  fixed  by  Tlato's  Stygian  Water,  fo  as  to  need  no  ting  and  tinging  Sulphur,  coagulating  all  Water  into 
further  fixation  ^  Hepar,  and  exalting  the  Colours  of  metals. 

41  But  if  we  precipitate  thefe  TinTures  Mar  s\  Thus  we  fee  that  by  boiling  Golden  or  Silver  Velfels 

and  Antimony  with  the  Solution  of  Sol,  and  then  with  Tartar,  their  feveral  Colours  are  exalted, 
edulcorate  and  dry  the  fame,  we  by  this  means  do  ob-  59.  And  whofoever  has  the  Art  of  leparating  this 
tain  a  dry  graduating  Water,  which  being  molten  Sulphur  from  Tartar,  may  by  means  thereof  effedt 
with  any  white  or  red  metals  makes  them  yield  good  great  and  wonderful!  things.  ^ 

Gold  and  Lune  on  the  Cupel  to  the  great  profit  of  60.  A  like  wonder  working  Sulphur  is  likewife 
the  Artift.  found  in  Animals,  and  more  efpecially  in  man,  who 

4.2  Oii  of  Vitriol  mixed  with  Sal  Armoniack,  is  brings  it  with  him  into  the  World, 
alfo  &good  ufe  to  bring  over  Tindures,  but  not  in  61.  Whence  fome  Philofophers  tell  us,  that  Adam 
that  quantity  as  Butter  of  Antimony.  brought  the  Philofophers  Stone  with  him  out  of  Pa- 

44  Our  dry,  fweet  univerfal  ringing  water  dif  fadife,and  after  his  death  carried  it  with  him  into  his 

folvS  white  Pebbles  and  Cryftals,  and  changeth  the  grave.  ^  ^  . 

fame  into  precious  Stones  of  feveral  colours,  excep-  6x.  Minerals  alfb  afford  the  fame  coagulating 
tin2  onelv  their  hardnefs,  which  it  cannot  commu-  fixing  and  tinging  Sulphur,  for  which  reafon  the  Phi- 
nicate  ^  lofophers  Stone  is  faid  to  be  Animal,  Vegetable  and 

4<  The  eafieft  way  to  get  the  Sol  or  Lune  that  is  Mineral,  becaufe  of  each  of  thefe  three  Kingdoms  an 
in  is  by  calling  it  upon  molten  which  Univerfal  medicine,  may  be  made  for  men  and 

dravvs  the’  Sol  and  Lune  to  it  felf  out  of  the  Jupter.  metals.  _ 

4^ -In  like  manner  doth  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  1  65.  But  the  eafieft  way  is,  when  we  extract  the 

when  in  flux  readily  draw  to  it  the  Sol  and  Luna  bell  part  of  all  thefe  three  Kingdoms,  and  conjoyn 
in  "Lupiter  and  then  wafhing  the  Regulus  with  Niter  them  according  to  Art  for  an  Univerfal  medicine.  _ 
we  get  the’  Sol  and  Luna  contained  in  Jupiter.  64.  Wine  is  the  chief  of  Vegetables,  Man  ot  Ani- 

47  But  this  operation  ought  not  to  be  done  in  Cru-  mals,  and  Gold  of  Metals. 

ciblesmade  of  common  Earth,which  eafily  break  and  65.  Spirit  of  Wine  purges  and  purifies  all  things, 
fpillthe  metal,but  inthofe  that  are  made  ofafat  cru-  with  its  purifying  Flame  ;  as  may  be  feen  in  my 
cible  Clay,  mix’d  with  coal  dull,  as  is  taught  in  the  Purgatory  of  the  Philofophers.  ,  r  ■  u 

fifth  part  of  my  Furnaces.  .  \  The  volatile  Salt  of  Animals  and  efpecially 

48  As  the  Sulphur  in  Tartar  coagulates  athinjofMan  purifies  all  things  by  its  volatilizing  Virtue, 
water  into  ahard  Hepar,  or  Liver  fo  called  ,fo  likewife  as  appears  in  our  moftfecret  Sal  Armoniack. 


doth  a  fixt  Sulphur  coagulate  Mercury  into  Sol  and 
Luna. 

49!tT'he  often  calcining  of  Salts  and  dilfolving 
them  in  Water,  doth  purifie  them,  and  makes  them 
eafily  fluxiblc,  and  in  particular  Vitriol  may  by  this 
means  be  fo  purified,  as  to  yield  its  Oil  with  a  very 
final  1  heat. 

50V  The  Solution  of  Saturn  and  Lune  poured  into 
■a  volatile  Spirit  o{  Mars  or  Venus,  draws  the  tinging 
volatile  Sulphur  outofthe  Water  to  it  felf,  and  makes 
the  fame  Corporal  and  fixed. 

51.  Tartar  contains  a  coagulating  and  tinging 
Sulphur,  for  it  coagulates  Water  into  a  Hepar,  and 


67.  The  incombuftible  Sulphur  of  metals  nngeth 
the  Bodies  of  men  and  metals,  to  the  highek  pitch 
of  Health,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  third  Appendix  to 
the  feventh  part  of  my  Vbarmacopcea  Spagjrica. 

68.  Femogorgon  with  h'ls  Ruflet  mantle  and  green 
Coat,  is  the  Grandfather  ot  all  the  Fleatheu  Gods 
i.  e.  of  all  metals. 

69.  And  like  as  in  the  Earth  he  doth  generate  and 
bring  to  perfection  all  metals,  fb  alto  out  ot  the  tame, 
if  the  Artift  knows  how  to  manage  him,  he  perfects 
all  unripe  and  imperfeCl  metals,  in  a  Ihort  time,  with 
the  help  of  Fire,  to  that  degree  that  they  ^Ihall  en¬ 
dure  tbeTeft  as  well  as  So/ or 

T  70.  This 
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The  fourth  Century. 
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70.  This  wonderfull  virtue  of  fixing  all  volatile 
minerals,  the  Philofophers  call  their  fecret  Fire  or 
proper  Agent,  wherewith  not  onely  the  imperfeft 
metals,  as  Saturn,.  Jupiter,  Venus,  and  Mars,  but  al¬ 
io  volatile  Mercury,  combuftible  common  Sulphur, 
Antimony,  Orpiment,  and  Arfenick  may  be  fixed, 
fo  as  on  the  Cupel  to  leave  Sol  and  Lune. 

71.  And  as  this  Demogorgon,  or  invifible  fecret 
Fire  of  the  wife  Alen,  doth  fix  the  unripe  minerals 
and  metals  into  Lune  and  Sol ;  fo  likewife  can  it  fix 
the  laid  minerals  and  metals,  and  exalt  them  to  an 
higher  degree  than  that  of  Sol,  even  to  the  plup^uam 
perfeTion  of  true  Tinflures,  whereby  all  imperfefl 
hietals  may  be  changed  into  Sol. 

71.  This  our  Demogorgon  hath  the  virtue  even 
as  it  comes  raw  and  unprepared  out  of  the  Earth  to 
change  and  meliorati  all  metals  as  follows. 

75.  It  makes  Saturn  as  hard  and  white  zs  Lune, 
when  tinged  with  it,  of  which  all  manner  of  Veflels 
and  Diflies  may  be  made,  it  onely  wants  the  found 
oi  Lune  and  enduring  of  the  Teft. 

74.  If  a  little  of  this  Tindlure  be  caft  upon  fluxed 
Venus  it  prefcnily  becomes  white  and  hard  as  Steel, 
continues  as  fufible  as  before,  and  yet  is  fo  hard  that 
it  cannot  be  filed,  fothat  feveral  Veflels  may  be  made 
fof  it,  not  fubjedl  to  bending  or  breaking. 

75.  When  caft  upon  melted  it  makes  it 

hard  as  Lune,  and  founding  like  it,  is  of  great  ufe 
to  make  all  forts  of  Veflels  of. 

76.  And  amongft  other  things  that  may  be  made 
of  it  with  great  profit,  this  is  one,  %)iz,.  that  Looking- 
Glafles  may  be  made  thereof,  which  being  poliflied 
continue  a  long  time  clear  and  fair,  without  being 
obfeured  in  moift  Weather,  as  other  metalline  Glafles 
are,  and  all  this  by  reafon  of  the  extraordinary  hard- 
nefs  of  the  metal.  See  my  Treat  ife  of  Looking-glaJJes. 

77.  This  Tindure  caft  upon  Lune,  makes  the 
lame  Coal-black  throughout,  fo  that  it  is  no  more 
like  of  which  Bells  and  Clocks  may  be  made 
of  a  far  better  and  clearer  found  than  thole  that  are 
■made  of  Venm  and  Jupiter. 

78.  By  this  means  alfo  in  times  of  War,  or  other  1 
danger  Lune  may  fobe  dilguifed  as  not  to  be  known 
for  liich,  and  fo  may  be  a  good  way  to  prelerve  it 
from  being  taken  by  the  Enemy. 

79.  In  like  manner  it  makes  Sol  fo  hard  that  it 
can  no  way  be  bent  or  deftroyed,  and  therefore 
might  be  of  good  ufe  in  many  of  the  following  cafes 

80.  It  would  be  very  proper  for  fome  great  Em- 
perour  or  King  to  make  his  Statue  of,  it  being  inde- 
ftrudible,  and  not  to  be  diminilhed  or  injur’d  by  any 
way  whatfoever. 

81.  Money  coin’d  of  this  Sol  would  be  of  good  ule 
if  a  King  or  Prince  had  a  mind  that  his  Coin  Ihould 
not  be  tranfported  elfewhere,  becaufe  diftering  fo 
much  from  co.mmon  Sol  it  would  not  be  palftble  in 
other  Countries. 

8i.  This  golden  Coin  alfo  would  not  be  fubjeift 
to  be  dipt  or  fil'd. 

8;.  Medals  alfo  might  be  made  of  this  Sol , 
and  would  be  a  great  curiofity  befides  the  indefec- 
riblenefs  of  them. 

84.  It  would  be  excellent  alfo  to  make  Rings  of, 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  defigned  for  the  remembrance 
of  Friends,  as  lafting  for  ever. 

85.  It  would  be  very  proper  to  caft  Seals  of,  or 
the  divine  Characler  or  other  fecret  Sigils.  See  my 
Treatife  of  the  Diz/ine  Characler  and  Seal  of  God. 

8  6  Or  the  faid  Divine  Charaeler  being  expreft 
a-y^‘  my  Laj^  igms  (which  being  but  for  a  little 


while  carried  in  ones  mouth,  cures  many  grievous 
Difeafes  without  any  other  Medicine)  might  be  let 
in  this  hard  Sol,  and  fo  without  wafling  be  carried 
conftantly  about  one.  See  my  Treatife  of  the  Mineral 
Squilla  m  order  to  a  long  life. 

87.  Great  Princes  alfo  might  have  Armour  and 
Arms  made  of  this  hardned  Sol,  which  would  be 
much  better  than  any  of  Iron  or  Steel,  which  eafily 
take  ruft,  to  which  Sol  is  not  Subjedf, 

88.  Of  this  Sol  might  alfo  very  conveniently  be 
1  made  Candlefticks  and  Lamps,  with  other  Veflels 

for  the  ufe  of  the  Church  and  Altar. 

89.  To  many  more  ufes  this  Sol  might  be  pur  ef- 
pecially  for  that  by  reafon  of  its  hardnefs,  it  fotfers 
it  felf  to  be  poliflied  to  that  degree,  as  to  caft 
a  great  luftre  from  it,  like  1  he  Sun. 

90.  As  to  the  further  ufe  hereof,  See  my  Treatife 
de  tribus  Lapidibus  ignium  fecretorm. 

91.  With  the  hardned  Lune,  Venus,  Jupiter,  Mars 
and  Saturn,  many  profitable  and  curious  things 
may  be  done,  which  for  brevitiy  fake  are  here  o- 
mitted. 

91.  The  Sulphur  of  the  Philofophers  when  fet 
free  from  his  dark  Prifon,  wherein  he  is  detain’d  by 
his  Brethren,  by  our  Key  that  opens  all  Lock.s, 
gives  his  Deliverer  for  reward,  the  polfedion  of  the 
three  Kingdoms  in  the  World,  wz..  enabling  him 
to  make  all  Vegetables  grow  fwiftly,  and  very  fruit- 
full,  to  cure  the  Difeafes  of  all  Animals,  and  to  me¬ 
liorate  and  exalt  all  Metals. 

9;.  And  when  the  Philofophers,  faith  SendiojogtUs, 
fee  this  Sulphur  reftor’d  to  liberty,  fwimming  in  their 
Sea,  they  worfliip  it,  and  draw  it  out  with  a  Silver 
Line,  though  others  do  it  with  their  Sol  attracting 
Magnet,  and  fix  it  into  an  univerfal  Medicine, 
wherewith  they  afterwards  effeCt  wonders  :  As  may 
he  feen  in  my  Elias  Artifta,  and  Vurgatery  of  Phild- 
fophers. 

94.  The  Philofophers  fay,  except  firft  you  make 
our  Sol  (that  is,  the  redeemed  Sulphur)  and  Mercu¬ 
ry  white,  you’]  never  be  able  to  make  them  red. 

95.  They  fay  alfo,  our  Sa/  tingeth  not  except  it 
be  firft  tinged  it  felf,  that  is  exalted  in  its  colour. 

96.  All  things  in  the  World  have  their  rife  from 
Fire  and  Water,  and  derive  their  Purity  or  Impu¬ 
rity,  from  the  Purity  or  Impurity  of  their  Parents. 

97.  The  common  Fire  brings  forth  its  Fruits  very 
flowly,  whether  they  be  Stones,  Minerals,  Ani¬ 
mals,  or  Vegetables. 

.98.  And  fo  do  likewife  the  warm  and  dry  Sun, 
and  moift  Earth :  but  when  we  affift  Nature  with 
Art,  then  (he  works  much  more  fwiftly,  and  brings 
her  Fruits  to  maturity  in  much  fhorter  rime. 

99.  The  Meteors  in  the  Firmament  which  are 
made  of  Fire  and  Water,  efpecially  Thunder  and 
Lightning,  produce  fometimes  Stones,  and  caft  them 
to  the  Earth. 

100.  A  common  fulminating  Powder  made  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  Niter  and  Tartar  gives  a  ftinking  otFenfive 
fmoak,  corrupting  fome  things,  and  meliorating  o- 
thers  ;  whereas  a  Fulmen  prepared  of  Niter,  Jupi¬ 
ter  and  Mercury,  yields  a  particular  tinging  mercurial 
Water.  The  Fulmen  of  Venus  tinges  Mars  into  Cop¬ 
per,  that  of  Lune  graduates  Venus  into  Lune ;  and 
the  Fulmen  of  Sol  graduates  and  tinges  Mars  into 
Sol.  > 

The  univerfal  Fulmen  of  the  great  TinClure  gra¬ 
duates  all  Metals  into  Sol,  which  God  of  his  mercy 
grant  unto  us.  Amen. 
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THE  F  I  F  T  H  C  E  N  T  U  R  Y. 


The  hefi  particular  and  cheapejl  Univerfal. 

j.  T'TTHEN  with  the  help  of  his  C^^- 

VV  Ijbs^  or  Glaubers  Magnet,  we  have  ex- 
tracfted  the  colour  from  Sol^  and  again  reftored  it 
through  Venui  and  Antimony,  we  may  by  oft  repea¬ 
ting  thefaid  extradlion  and  reftoratiori  get  great  profit, 
this  being  one  of  the  beft  particulars  that  can  be.  This 
multiplication  of  Sol  may  very  well  be  compared 
with  the  generation  of  Man,  for  as  a  Man  in  gene¬ 
rating,  doth  with  meat  and  drink  reftore  thelolsof 
his  Seed,  by  which  means  he  continues  the  laid  mul¬ 
tiplication  for  a  long  time,  by  turning  the  meat  he 
eats  into  Prolifick  Seed;  Ib  likewife  the  Chymift 
changeth  Venus^  Mars,  yupiter,  Saturn,  Mercury  and 
Lune  into  Sol,  by  feeding  the  dif-fpirited  Sol  that  has 
loft  its  colour  with  them,  reftoring  it  to  its  former 
ftrength  and  vigour. 

The  Sperm  of  Man  is  not  the  Seed  of  Man, 
but  onely  the  Shell  and  receptacle  thereof,  as  may 
be  feen  in  Old  Men,  whofe  Sperm  is  unfit  for  ge¬ 
neration  by  reafon  of  the  weaknels  of  their  vital 
Spirit. 

5.  Solikewife  the  Seeds  of  Vegetables,  are  not  all 
pure  Seed,  but  the  Houle  and  Vehicle  thereof,  that 
is,  of  the  growing  and  multiplying  virtue,  which 
appears  in  that  when  the  Seeds  have  been  kept  lb 
long  till  this  vital  virtue  is  exhaled  from  them,  they 
never  bring  forth  any  thing. 

4.  No  more  can  Sol  be  laid  to  be  the  Seed  of  me¬ 
tals,  but  onely  the  receptacle  thereof,  for  the  Seed 
is  not  the  whole  Body,  but  onely  the  lively  colour 
of  the  Body,  and  the  vegetative  and  multiplicative 
virtue  that  is  hid  in  it. 

5.  Now  as  the  Seed  of  Vegetables  is  more  perfect 
and  noble  than  the  Vegetables,  fo  likewife  is  mature 
fixt  Sol,  more  perfect  than  Mercury,  Saturn,  Jupiter, 
Venus,  Mars,  though  in,  the  imperfect  metals alfo  a 
Seed  be  hid,  but  not  fo  fixt  and  good  as  that  in  Gold. 

6.  The  imperfedt  metals  may  be  compared  to  ah 
Herb,  whole  Seed  is  not  yet  ripe,  which  being  put 
into  the  ground  cannot  grow  or  multiply,  blit  ro;s 
in  the  Earth. 

7.  The  virtue  of  Corals  lies  nor  in  their  whole 
Bodies,  but  in  their  colour  ;  and  therefore  Varacel- 
[us  bids  us  not  to  make  ute  of  Corals  in  fubftance, 
but  extrad  their  Tindure,  and  ufe  that  for  Phyfick, 
wherefore  allb  he  rejeds  white  Corals,  as  being  an 
unripe  Fruit,  from  any  ufe  in  Phyfick. 

8.  For  this  reafon  allb  the  immature  gray  Pearls, 
which  are  frequently  found  in  Cockle  Shells  in  frelh 
running  waters,  are  looked  upon  as  ufelefsin  Phyfick. 

9.  And  this  not  without  reafon,  for  as  unripe 
Grapes  are  the  caule  of  griping  of  the  Guts,  and  hurt 
the  Body  ;  lb  ripe  Grapes  nourifh  and  ftrengthen 
the  fame,  efpecially  when  by  fermentation  they 
have  quirted  their  Faeces. 

10.  All  imperfed  metals  fub vert  and  trouble  tHe 
Stomach,  and  caufe  vomiting  and  purging,  and  that 
by  reafon  of  their  unripenels 

11.  Whereas  on  the  contrary  Yo/ taken  into  the 
Body  cauleth  not  the  leaft  alterationj  but  powerful¬ 
ly  Itrcngthcns  the-  fame  when  reduc’d  to  Potabi- 
lity. 


j 

Thus  Sol  may  be  compared  to  ripe  Grapes, 
which  when  eaten  raw,  do  indeed  no  hurt  to  the 
Body,  but  rather  affords  Ibme  nourifhment  yet 
cannot  ftrengthen  the  Heart,  Brain,  and  whole  Bo- 
dy,  and  make  a  chearfull  mind  ;  but  when  by  fert- 
mentation  they  are  delivered  from  their  skins  and 
other  impurities,  they  readily  and  as  it  were  in  a 
moment  perform  all  this.  .  /  , 

15.  In  like  manner  wheri  Sol  by  fermentation 
hath  laid-afide  his  grofs  Body  .and  become  Spiritui, 
if  then  made  ulp  of,  it  not  onely  nourilheth  as  ripe 
Grapes,  but  exerts  its  virtue  like  4'Spirit  or 
^nce  of  Wine,  penetrating  the  whole,  and  making 
it  lively,  ftrong  and  vigorous  throughout.  . 

14. _  Neither  do  the  other  metals  difplay  their  hid-, 
den  virtue,  untill  by  fermentation  and  diftillation 
they  be  fubtilized  and  their  grofs  Bodies  laid  afide,  i* 

15.  Thus  when  Lunehy  fermentation  and  diftil¬ 
lation  is  fubtilized,  then  it  draws  away  all  Dileales 
of  the  Brain,  and  corroborates  the  lame  exceedingly 
even  as  Sol  doth  the  Heart. 

16.  Two  fo  purified  ftrengthens  the  Reins  and 
procreative  faculty. 

17.  The  volatile  fweet  Spirit  of  Mars,  removes 
all  obftrudions  whatfoever,  provokes  the  terms  in 
Women,  and  opens  theHaemorroides  in  Ivlen. 

18.  The  fweet  Spirit  of  Saturn  cures  all  inward 
and  outward  hot  Diftempers. 

19.  The  fweet  Spirit  of  Jupiter  cures  all  Diftem¬ 
pers  of  the  Lungs 

2.0  The  volaltile  Spirit  of  Mercury  cures  the  ve-  ' 
nereal  Diftemper.  ,  ,  . 

21.  iV.  R.  Thefe  volatile  Ipirits  of  metals  muli  be 
cautioully_ulcd,  as  being  of  very  great  force. 

22.  The  manner  of  preparing  them,  may  be  leenin 
my  Book  of  Fires,  but  moft  plainly  let  down  in  my  • 
delcription  of  the  moft  lecret  S>al  Armoniack. 

25.  All  Spirits  ad;  according  to  their  nature  ani 
property  either  good  or  ill,  as  the  Bodies  are  good 
or  evil  from  w'hence'  they  are  taken. 

24.  The  Spirit  quickens,  the  Body  or  Flejh  profits  no¬ 
thing,  faith  Chrifi,  John  6. 

25.  Thefe  words  are  ill  interpreted,  when  under- 

ftood  by  fome,  as  if  Spirits  onely  were  of  ufe,  and 
Bodies  not  at  all,  which  is  a  great  miftake,  as  it 
is  applied  by  fome.  , 

16.  Indeed  in  Metals,  Vegetables  and  all  Animals 
without  the  ule  of  reafon,  who  grow',  move,  and 
live,  by  the  driving  of,  their  in-born  Spirit,  it  does 
hold  true,  for  when  their  Spirits  are  by  Art  lepara- 
ted  from  their  Bodies,  the  faid  Bodies  are  thence¬ 
forward  of  no  ufe,  as  being  upon  the  lepara'tion  of 
their  Spirit,  dead  and  without  all  virtue. 

27.  But  the  cafe  is  different  with  Man,  who  being 

created  in  the  Image  of  God,  and  endowed  befides 
his  Anihial'  Spirit,  with  an  immortal  Soul,  which 
latter  onely  and  immediately'  derives  from  God,  aiid 
not  from  nature,  as  the  mortal  Spirits  of  Animals 
dot'  , 

28.  Wherefore  Tythageras  was  much  miftaken,  in 

believing  that  the  immortal  Souls  of  Men,  when  de¬ 
parted  from  their  Bodies' did  immediately  enter  into 
thofe  of  Beafts.  -  ^  , 

29.  Which  miftalte  of  his  feems  to  have  been  oc 
'cafioned  henc^,  becaufe  he  knew  how  by  Art  p 
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47.  What  is  then  properly  this  form  of  Sol  I 

48.  Anfw.  It  is  a  lubftance  which  to  outward 
view  looks  like  a  contemptible  ftone,  and  yet  is  of 
fuch  fuperlative  Vertue,  that  when  joyned  with  im- 


72  _ _ 

takillrarthe  Soul,Tr™iure  from  5o/,  and 
transfer  the  fame  to  an  imperfeff  meta!,  thereby 
making  the  fime  in  all  things  hke  to  true  natural 

^“';o  Certain  it  is  that  this  maybe  done  by  art.  l^rfea^m^alVon^the  Fire  it  tranfcu.es  them  into 

fJ  t'he  fix  todV'of  S«/may  bedeftroyed,  itsSoul  thehigheftperfeftionot 

^  n,,l  »nd  bv  being  joyn’d  to  another  metal  49-  1'  f“«her  be  deimnded,  whether  JJa», 
extracted,  and  by  5  I  7  brought  fuch  a  matter  with  him  out  of  Paradile, 

'men  tWs  difanimation  of  5./  is  duely  perfor-  whereby  this  tranfmutation  of  metals  into  Sol  may  be 

meV  the  Body  is  left  wholly  dead  and  is  in  all  ^ 

hkeavohatdeunmal  M  e  mi  ,  a  him  out  of  Paradife,  and  after  death  took  it  with 

dure  the  teft,  but  fumes  away  like  ArleniCK  witn  wherewith  all  Difeales  of  mankind 

But  in  cafe  this  difanimafmg  of  Sol  be  not  may  be  cured,  and  all  metals  changed  into  the  fineft 

rightly  done  fo  'hat  the  ® ^  “  ^ome  |  ”  5 1.  If  this  be  fo,  riitgKt  ferae  Oiy,Adam  mull  either 

f.  ftheiws  &lou?  S  te  been  very  blind,  in  not  difeerning  the  Trea- 

red  again  by  means'^of  impetfeft  minerals, '^s  well  as  fure  he  was  polfeffed  of ;;  or  very  envious  m  not  com- 
red  again  by  rV,p  Fire  municating  the  fame  to  his  Poftenty. 

hisfornierfixednefsinth  .  ^  1  5z.  I  cannot  believe  that  Adam,  out  of  envy 

^5.  But  w  en  fmoak  then  we  can  I  withheld  this  fecret  from  his  Children,  but  rather 

dure  the  fire,  u  g  ^  5^,/  ’  fuppofe  that  the  blindnefs  into  which  his  fall  had  caft 

‘  He“  ttarfinds  difficulty  to  believe  this,  let  him,  was  the  caufe  of  his  not  percieving  the  great 
him^reade  Faraodfrs,  So.divogws  and  other  Philo-  Jewel  he^had^bom^him^^ 

fophers.  Magnet,  by  God  himfelf,  and  after  his  own  Image  ? 

5  5  Sendtvogms  faith  54-  Adam  was  certainly  blind,  and  his  blindnefs 

can  draw  from  the  Ray  f  ^  ^  proceeded  from  his  Pride,  becaufe  he  afpired  to  be 

fought  for  and  not  fiun  ,  oJakned  llwofl  liketoGod;he  was  not  blind  as  to  his  outward  Eyes, 

:  IdS  his  heart  was  blinded  which  is  by  far  the  worft 

orZsonmorcIllfiZut  ,L  L  Father.  I  blindnefs  of  the  two.-  For  all  fin  and  wickednefs 

. .  .  C  t  « »» o  I  ♦*  O  f  ^ 


rtO  a  oon  mute  recu,.,  -  ,  J. 

16.  From  which  words  it  appears  that  Sendi-vogtm 
had  the  Arc  to  difanimate  So/,  elfe  could  never  have 

writ  fo  plainly  concerning  it.  t,  ^ 

57.  It  is  certain  alfo  that  there  are  fome,  that  at 
this  time  can  do  as  much  within  a  few  hours,  I  ha¬ 
ving  lately  been  an  Eye  witnefs  of  the  lame,  with 

three  other  perfons  in  company. 

28.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  fay  any  more  how  this 
cheap  and  fpeedy  way  of  difanimating  Sol  is  to  be 
perforaed  ;  forafmuch  as  all  the  Philofophers  wn- 

'^"fo^However  m  pleafure  theunskilfull  I  will  add 
thus  much,  that  this  may  be  done  four  fevcral 

ways.  .  , 

40.  But  the  cafieft  and  cheapeft  way  is  by  means 
of  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  a  microcofmical  faline  Spine ; 
vea  this  extraftion  may  be  performed  by  a  Spirit  of 
Wine  alone,  without  any  animal  Spirit,  or  by  an 
animal  faline  Spirit  without  the  Spirit  of  Wine. 

41.  If  this  were  not  fo,  we  might  have  reafon  to 
accule  both  ancient  and  modern  Philofophers  of  fall- 
hood,  who  tells  us  that  Adam  brought  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  Stone  with  him  out  of  Paradife,  and  after  his 
death  took  it  with  him  into  his  Grave. 

41  Which  words  may  leem  ftrange  to  fome,forar- 
much  as  he  was  driven  bare  and  naked  out  of  Pa- 

4.2  Yet  the  Authority  of  thofe  who  alTert  this  be¬ 
ing  lo  great  and  inconteftable,  it  cannot  well  be  cal¬ 
led  in  queftion.  .  ^  ,  , 

41  What  therefore  the  Philofophers  meant  by 

this'Stone  which  Adam  brought  with  him  out  of 
Paradife,  is  well  worthy  our  Enquiry. 

4F  The  Philofophers  commonly  fay  our  Itone  is  a 
Hone  and  nollone,c^c.  which  implies  thus  much,  that 
to  outward  view  it  is  a  ftone,  but  in  deed  and  in  ver¬ 
tue,  a  Concentrate  form  ot  Sol. 

46.  Wherefore  Petrus  faith,  We  do  not  jeek 

Sol,  hut  the  form  of  Sol. 


blinds  the  hearts  of  men,  that  they  cannot  percieve 
the  folly  of  their  doings. 

5^.  Thus  Adam  alfo  by  means  of  his  difobedience 
to  God,  became  fo  blind,  as  not  to  percieve,  or  be 
fenfibleof  the  Love  that  God  had  for  him  before  his 
Fall,  and  how  richly  he  had  endowed  him. 

56  Whence  alfo  his  Children  were  fo  wicked  and 
blind,  that  the  one  Brother  flew  the  other;  which 
wickednefs  hath  ftill  encreafed  in  their  Pofterity,  as 
appears  by  the  deluge,  and  the  deftruftion  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah. 

57.  And  thus  the  World  from  day  to  day  ftill 
grows  worfe  and  worfo,  notwithftanding  the  Exam¬ 
ples  of  God’s  Vengeance  againft  Sinners. 

58.  And  all  this  proceeds  becaufe  men  are  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  blinded  by  the  Devil  in  fin  and  wickednefs. 

59.  But  to  leave  this,  it  may  be  further  queftion’d; 
that  feeing  all  mankind  is  become  fo  blinded  through 
Adam’s  fall,  as  not  to  difeern  the  Jewel  they  carry 
about  them ;  who  then  was  the  Perfon  that  firlt  dil- 
covered,  that  man  was  the  PoftefTour  of  fo  great  a 

Treafurc  I  ^  ■  rr- 

60.  Anf  WhowasthefirftdifcoyererofthisTrea- 
fure  I  cannot  tell,  but  thus  much  is  certain,  that  it 
was  an  honeft  man  and  fearing  God ;  becaufe  God 
doth  not  reveal  his  fecrets  to  the  wicked ;  wherefore 
Tho.  Aquinas  faith.  Our  Holy  Art,  either  finds  a  man 
holy,  or  makes  him  foi 

61.  But  fome  will  fay,  don’t  we  reade  of  Heathens 
that  have  been  Pofleflburs  of  the  Philofophers  ftone  ; 
and  how  can  we  imagine  that  thofe  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  God,  and  are  blinded  with  fin,  fhould 
ever  be  able  to  find  out  fo  great  a  Myftery  ? 

6z.  Anf  Thofe  Heathens  that  have  been  Pollel- 
fours  of  this  great  fecret,  were  not  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  ;  for  they  lived  according  ^1;]' 

of  Nature,  honouring  God  and  loving  their 
hour;  wherefore  alfo  God  accepted  of  ^  j  ^ 

learnt  to  know  God  from  his  Works  of  Wonder, 

and 
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and  according  to  their  knowledge,  loved,  honou¬ 
red  and  feared  him  ;  and  fb  were  made  Partakers  of 
bis  grace,  light,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  fecrecs. 

6;.  Wearealfo  to  know  that  the  Ancient  Philo- 
fbphers  know  more  than  one  way  to  attain  the  Phi- 
lofophers  Stone  ;  though  indeed  the  moft  of  them 
fought  it  in  minerals  and  metals,  which  is  the  longefl 
way. 

64  And  that  becaufe  it  is  impollible  to  change  the 
metallick  fpecies,  without  bringing  metals  back  into 
their  firft  matter.  See  Treattfe  of  the  fnnciples  of 
fnetalsj  and  the  feventh  part  of  my  Pharmacopoea  Spa- 
gyrica. 

65.  But  others  hdve  taken  a  nearer  way  to  attain 
this  fecret ;  and  to  fbme  Chriftians  God  hath  been 
pleafed  to  difcover  the  fhorteft  way  of  all,  by  revea¬ 
ling  unto  them  that  he  made  Adam  every  way  per- 
fed,  giving  him  all  that  was  necelTary,  either  for  his 
Soul  or  Body. 

66.  Now  thzz  Adam  could  not  difcern  how  richly 
God  had  endowed  him,  was  his  own  fault,  becaule 
he  was  difobedienc  to  God,  following  the  deceitfull 
Serpents  advice. 

67.  And  after  this  manner  doth  the  Devil  yet 
daily  deceive  Men,  by  perfwading  them  to  do  a- 
gainft  the  commands  of  God,  and  that  their  difobe- 
dience  (hall  not  bring  any  fuch  milcluef  upon  them 
as  God’s  threatnings  feem  to  import. 

68.  This  then  is  the  reafon  why  Men  do  not  un- 
derftand  the  fecrets  of  God,  becaufe  they  give  too 
much  way  to  Sin,  whereby  they  become  blinded, 
that  they  can  neith&r  fee  nor  hear  the  good  that 
comes  from  above. 

69.  Now  the  reafon  why  moft  of  the  Alchymifts 
have  fought  for  this  great  gift  of  God  in  minerals 
and  metals,  and  elpecially  in  Sof  is  this,  becaule 
their  intention  was  to  multiply  Sof  which  they 
fuppofed  could  no  way  better  be  done  than  by  fow- 
ing  it  like  other  Seeds  in  the  Earth,  but  could  not 
imagine  that  befides  common  Sof  there  were  other 
fubje^s,  wherein  the  s-J-making  virtue  did  refide. 

70.  Which  opinion  of  theirs  was  probably  groun¬ 
ded  upon  that  faying  of  the  Philofophers.  TThat  you 
fo7i'^  that  you  ivill  reap. 

-ji.  This  feems  at  firft  fight  very  rational,  that 
from  filth  or  excrements  no  good,  and  Ib  no  Sol  can 
come  ;  but  let  us  hear  the  other  fide  alfo,  and  we 
lhall  be  otherwife  informed. 

71.  For  the  Philofophers  fay  that  their  Medicine 

is  Vegetable,  Animal  and  Mineral ;  lb  that  Vegejra- 
bles  and  Animals  are  not  excepted.  *  _ 

75.  Alher'tus  Magnus,  writes  that  the  greateft  mi¬ 
neral  aurifying  virtue  is  in  Man,  and  efpecially  in 
his  Head  between  the  Teeth,  and  proves  it ;  becaufe 
in  dead  Men’s  Skuls  he  had  found  grains  of  5o/ftick- 
ing  between  the  Teeth. 

7:j..  The  fame  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Thomas  Aejui- 
nas,  Rhafts,  Janus  Lacinius,  and  others. 

75.  There  is  alfo  an  old  Book,  whofe  Authour  is 
unknown,  which  treats  at  large  of  that  fubjedl  which 
Adam  brought  with  him  out  of  Faradife,  wherein 
the  Operator  is  warned  to  have  a  great  care  of  the 
fumes  of  the  matter  as  he  would  avoid  the  Plague, 
or  the  moft  deadly  Poyfon.  From  this  Authour  1 
have  alledged  Ibme  paffages  in  my  other  Writings, 
and  fhewed  that  the  Philofophers  Stone  may  be 
prepared  of  any  fubjeeft  whofe  Elements  may  be  fe- 
parated. 

76.  Now  certain  it  is  that  from  all  Animals  and 
Vegetables,  the  Elements  may  be  feparated,  and 


confequently  follows,  that  from  all  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Subjetfts,  the  Philofophers  Stone,  or  univer-- 
fal  Medicine  for  the  Bodies  of  Men,  and  Metals 
may  be  prepared. 

_  77'  Moriemts  Romanus,  who  prepared  this  Medi¬ 
cine  for  King  Cahd,  declares  that  he  took  thefubje(ft 
matter  of  it  from  Man. 

78-  For  when  the  King  asked  Mcrienus^  in  what 
kind  of  fubledl  the  Philofophers  Stone  was  to  be 
lookt  for  ;  he  anfwered,  the  Medicine  is  in  thy  felf 
O  King ;  wherefore  alfb  after  that  he  had  finifhed 
the  Work,  he  wrote  round  about  the  Glafs,  in  which 
the  Medicine  was,  thefe  words  :  He  -who  carries  all 
about  him,  needs  not  the  help  of  another. 

79.  Thereby  intimating,  that  he  always  carried 
about  with  him,  whatfoever  was  neceffary  for  the 
preparing  of  the  Medicine,  and  therefore  did  not 
ftand  in  need  of  the  Kings  afliftance. 

80.  This  fame  honeft  Morknus,  writes  plainly 
concerning  the  preparation  of  this  Medicine,  and 
doth  as  it  were  wirh  his  finger  point  us  to  the  matter, 
in  thefe  words  of  his,  quoted  by  Arnoldus  de  'villa 
nova  ;  Grind  the  Fhlegmattck  and  Chclerick  "with  the 
Sanguin,  untill  it  become  a  tinging  Hea'ven,  &c. 

81.  Arnoldus  explains  thefe  words  of  Morienus 
thus:  The  Fhlegmattck  is  cold, as  Mercury Sanguin 
is  warm  and  moijl,  as  the  Sol  or  Gold,  the  Cholerick  is 
hot  and  dry,  as  Sal  Armoniack :  intimating  that  of 
thefe  three.  Mercury,  Sol,  and  ^  Sal  Armoniac  ,  the 
Philofophers  Stone  is  to  be  prepared. 

8i.  But  that  he  meant  not  this  concerning  com¬ 
mon  Mercury,  Sol,  and  Sal  Armoniack  is  apparent 
from  this,  that  Morienus,  as  fbon  as  he  had  prepared 
the  Medicine  for  the  King,  went  away  privately, 
without  expeding  any  reward  from  the  King  ;  it 
alfo  appears  from  the  anfwer  before  mentioned, 
which  he  made  to  the  King,  that  he  fpoke  of  fuch  a 
Mercury,  Sol,  and  Sal  Armoniack  which  every  Man 
carries  about  with  him. 

8;.  This  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  all  the  Phi- 
lofbphers  that  went  his  way,  forafmuch  as  they  de¬ 
clare  that  no  charges  are  required  to  the  preparation 
of  it,  that  their  fubjedis  a  contemptible  matter  call: 
out  upon  Dunghills,  and  trod  under  feet,  and  that 
the  Poor  have  it  as  well  as  the  Rich. 

84.  Morienus  yet  more  clearly  intimates  this,  in 
telling  us  that  the  matter  vvhilft  it  is  preparing,  ex¬ 
hales  a  fmell  like  to  that  which  comes  from  the 
Graves  of  the  Dead,  which  is  a  very  otFenfive  fmell. 

85.  Now  like  as  Vegetables  whilft  they  are  putri- 
fying  give  forth  an  ill  feent,  and  Animals  a  worfe,  as 
appears  in  the  ftink  of  rotten  Eggs,  and  the  putre- 
fadion  of  Man’s  Blood,  efpecially  when  the  fame 
arc  putrified  in  a  clofe  Glafs  in  warm  Horfo  Dung. 

86.  For  without  putrefadion,  there  can  be  no  fe- 
paration  of  the  Elements  by  Diftilation,  and  if  no 
feparation  be  made,  neither  can  any  melioration  or 
exaltation  be  expeded, 

87.  We  know  that  every  Chaos,  as  it  is  a  produd 
of  the  four  Elements,  contains  many  impurities, 
and  in  particular  much  dead  Earth,  and  Water  void 
of  all  virtue  ;  and  that  the  Element  of  Fire  alone  is 
proper  to  heal  and  meliorate  Men  and  Metals. 

88.  Wherefore  feeing  that  no  feparation  of  the 
Elements  can  be  without  a  foregoing  putrefadion  we 
muft  conclude  putrefadion  to  be  the  beginning  of  our 
Work,  without  which  no  goodend  can  be  expeded. 

89.  Now  he  that  knows  our  Horfo  Dung,  and  how 
to  putrifie  the  well  known  and  every  where  to  be 
found  moft  univerfal  natural  fubjed  by  means  of  the 

V  fame. 
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lame,  he  will  eafily  afterwards  by  Diftillation  fepa- 
rate  the  moft  pure  and  all  things  i^netrating  an 
meliorating  Element  ofFire,  from  the  grofs  Chaos 
to  his  great  fatisfadion,  and  make  ufe  of  the  fame  to 
the  aftonilhment  and  wonder  of  the  ignorant. 

90.  But  in  this  ftate  it  is  onely  good  for  the  nealtn 
of  Man  •  and  therefore  in  order  to  its  meliorating  of 
Metals,  the  pure  Element  of  Fire  muft  be  firft  fix  d 
with  So/,  by  which  means  it  obtains  ingrefs  into  im- 
perfedt  Metals,  reducing  them  to  the  perfedion  of  So/. 

91.  Now  when  the  pure  Element  ofFire  ftp^ 
rated  from  the  Chaos,  and  reduced  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  purity,  then  it  ftinks  no  more,  neither  is 
poifbnous  as  it  was  before  purification,  but  is  an  An 
tidote  againft  all  poifons  whatfoeyer ,  wheremre 

'  alfo  the  Philofbphers  have  called  their  Medicine  The- 

But  all  this  is  to  be  underftood  onely  of  that 
rubjedt  which  every  man  carries  about  with  him, 
and  brings  with  him  out  of  his  Mothers  Womb. 

95.  If  any  one  following  the  Letter  of  Morknus, 
(hould  take  for  his  fubjedt  common  Mercury,  Sol  and 
Sal  Arrnoniack,  neither  will  he  be  miftaken,  but  it 
he  rightly  proceeds  will  have  a  good  Work,  though 
it  be  not  at  all  necelfary  to  make  ufe  of  common  Sol 
and  Mercury,  becaufe  our  natural  fubjedt  contains 

both  a  living  So/ and  1  c  i.-  a.  -r 

,  94.  It  is  no  prejudice  to  our  Animal  Subject,  it 
we  join  Minerals  with  it,  becaufe  our  Sol  joins  it  telf 
with  all  fubjedts,  and  unites  it  felf  readily  with  them. 
But  if  we  be  ignorant  of  the  due  proportion  and 
compofition  ofSo/,  Mercury,  Sulphur,  or  any  other 
metal  or  mineral,  then  it  is  better  to  prepare  our 
Medicine  out  of  this  one  fubjedt  onely,  becaufe  fb 
there  is  lefs  danger  of  erring,  as  I  can  witnefs  by 

experience.  .  i-  >*• 

95.  I  have  alfo  found  by  experience  that  this  Mr 

crocofmical  Subjed  is  alone  fufficient, without  the  ad¬ 


dition  of  any  minerals  or  metals,  to  meliorate  all 
imperfedt  metals. 

96.  As  to  a  particular  this  of  all  others  hath  pleas’d 
me  belt,  'viz,.  Recife  common  Sol,  and  with  the  help 
of  our  Magnet  difanimare  it  fo,  that  it  may  be  no 
longer  Sol,  as  not  enduring  the  Teft,  and  fmoaking 
away  with  a  fmall  Fire  like  Arfenick. 

97.  Then  take  this  Sol  and  con  joy  n  it  with  our 
Microcofmical  Subjedl,  with  which  digeft  a  folution 
of  Lune,  by  which  means  the  Lune  will  be  meliora¬ 
ted,  and  on  the  Cupel  leave  Sol  to  good  profit. 

98.  But  if  we  joyn  common  Mercury  and  common 

Sol  with  it,  and  caft  this  mixture  into  a  folution  of 
Mars,  and  digeft  it  for  tome  days  then  the  pure  Sol 
and  eafily  flowing  graduates  a  good  part  of 

the  grofs  and  difficultly  flowing  Mars  into  good  Sol, 
to  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  the  Artift. 

99.  And  if  we  unite  Lune  and  Jupiter  therewith, 
and  caft  this  mixture  into  a  folution  of  F enus,  and  di¬ 
geft  it  the  moift  way,  then  by  means  of  our  fecrec 
Salt  thefe  two  white  united  metals  change  the  red 
Fenus  with  little  lots  of  weight  into  good  Lune  that 
will  abide  the  Teft.  And  it  is  indeed  matter  of 
wonder,  that  our  univerfal  Salt,  fhould  be  of  fo 
great  virtue,  when  fermented  with  white  or  red 
metals,  to  change  other  imperfedl  metals  into  good 
Sol  and  Lune  on  the  Teft. 

100.  Wherefore  this  fhall  be  my  conclufion,  that 
in  Man  is  hid  the  greateft  virtue  of  changing  all  me¬ 
tals,  as  well  as  the  Bodies  of  Men,  both  univerfally, 
and  particularly  ;  which  if  intended  for  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  metals,  the  adding  of  fixt  Sol  and  Lune  for 
a  ferment  will  facilitate  the  ingrefs  into  other  metals, 
and  further  diffufe  its  tinging  virtue. 

N.  B.  I  fhall  not  be  fatisfied  till  I  have  given  a 
fuller  and  plainer  defeription  of  this  Royal  Labour, 
which  I  intend  to  do  in  the  fixth  Century,  if  God 
permit. 
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Novum  Lumen  Chymicum : 

ORA 

NEW  CHYMICAL  LIGHT. 

Being  a  Revelation  of  a  certain  new  invented  fecret,  never 
before  manifefted  to  the  World. 

Whereby  a  clear  and  unextinguiftable  light  is  fet  before  the  Eyes  of  the 
blind  World,  and,  as  it  were,  palpably  demonftrated,  that  good  Gold  may 
he  found  and  attained  with  profit,  every  where  throughout  the  whole 
World,  as  well  in  cold  as  in  hot  Regions,  fo  that  in  all  thofe  places,  where 
Sand  and  Srones  are  found,  a  Man  cannot  fet  his  Foot,  where,  not  onely 
Gold,  but  alfo  the  true  matter  of  the  Stone  of  Philofophers  is  afforded. 

READER, 

IvoiU  now  addrefs  myfelfto  the  difcovering  of  the  wonders  of  God^  not  hitherto  heard  of  • 
to  wit,  that  throughout  the  whole  Earth,  nolefs  in  cold  than  in  hot  Countries,  where  there  are 
Sand  and  Stones  to  he  had,  good  Gold  may  he  extra^ed  from  thence  with  profit.  Becaufe  a 
Man  cannot  fet  his  foot  in  any  place  where  Gold  doth  not  exifi.  Neverthelefs  Chalk,  or  Lime- 
Stones,  are  to  he  thence  excepted  ;  hecaufe  they  onely  feldom  or  never  contain  any  thing  of  Gold,  other- 
wife  all  fandy  and  rocky  Stones,  all  Flints  of  what  colour  feever,  as  alfo  all  Sand,  fine  andcourfe, 
all  fandy  Stones  upon  high  Mountains,  in  deep  Valleys,  in  the  howels  of  the  Earth,  in  Ponds  and 
Pivers,  and  laftly,  all  the  Sand  on  the  Sea-jhore,  none  excepted,  although  it  hath  as  jet  obtained 
no  colour,  hut  he  white  and  clear.  The  which  indeed  will  feem  incredible  to  very  many,  hut  is  af- 
Jerted  hy  me  as  a  fincere  truth,  which  /  never  found,  hy  reading  or  hear  fay,  hut  have  proved  hy  many 
and  various  experiments.  Some  of  which  I  will  here  fet  down  for  the  confirming  and  demonjirating 
the  truth  of  my  Writings,  that  hy  thofe,  all  Men  of  a  found  mind  may  he  able  to  difeern,  that  my 
Affertion  is  no  Dream,  nor  fabulous  trifle,  hut  fufficiently  founded  upon  experience  in  the  light  of 
nature. 

Therefore  I  would  not  have  thee  judgeof  thofe  things  which  thou  underjiandeft  not,  nor  canfi  not  at 
prefent  apprehend,  hut  remember  that  the  wonders  of  God  triumph  with  magnificence  and  power. 

But  fearch  out  thofe  things  in  every  part  before  thou  prefumefl  to. inter pofe  thy  immature  judgment. 

And  although  in  the  proof  thoujhouldjl  be  mijiaken  as  may  eafily  happen  to  one  making  tryal,  yet  do 
not  impute  the  err  our  to  my  Writings,  hut  rather  to  thy  own  unready  Wit.  For  I  will  here  write  t 

nothing  hut  what  1  have  oftentimes  performed,  and  can  yet  perform  at  any  time.  Confult  other  ' 

fearchers  after  this  matter,  among  which  J  think  all  cannot  err,  in  a  matter  fo  eafie,  that  even  a  Boy  i 

of  ten  years  of  Age  may  apprehend  it,  for  what  belongs  to  the  pofiihility  of  it,  hut  it  will  he  evident 
to  many  of  them  with  me.  That  there  is  Gold  in  all  Sand  and  Stones,  through  all  places  of  the 
World.  But  there  is  no  need  that  I  jhould  here  fhew  the  way  of  extracting  it  from  them,  in  a  great 
quantity  or  large  ufe,  hut  rather  /  fhall  beware,  that  I  put  not  fo  fharp  a  Dart  into  the  hands  of  my 
Adverfaries,  to  wound  my  felf,  for  I  hai/e  publifhed  this  to  gratifie  candid  Friends,  not  Counterfeits, 
but  leaf  of  all  the  Compilers  of  notorious  Libels,  in  which  opinion,  /  will  remain  and  acquiefee. 
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WE  will  now  proceed  to  the  Trial  whether  thofe 
things  which  I  have  here  written  be  true,  and 
are  able  to  abide  the  Examen  of  the  Cupel,  to  wit, 
that  in  all  Sand,  there  is  good  Gold. 

The  fir fi  Speciwen  of  Frobation. 

REcipe  one  Ounce  of  white  Sand  or  Flint,  which 
you  efteem  to  be  altogether  void  of  Gold,  with 
which  mix  three  parts  of  Minium, ov  of  any  other  Alhes 
Saturn.  Put  this  mixture  into  a  Wind  Furnace,  or 
to  the  Bellows,  let  it  flow  well  together  for  an  hour, 
and  it  will  turn  to  a  yellow  glafs ;  fuffer  it  not  to 
Band  too  long  left  the  glafs  of  Saturn  perforate  the 
Crucible,  and  run  out  into  the  Afties.  Tour  out  the 
glafs  and  powder  it,  and  mix  it  with  half  its  weight 
of  Sal  Alcali  or  Pot  afhes,  put  this  mixture  into  an 
Iron  Crucible,  into  which  you  have  firft  put  fome 
bits  of  Iron,  or  old  Nails;  give  fire  and  caufe  the 
matter  to  flow,  and  the  glafs  of  Saturn  will  be  con¬ 
tinually  reduced  by  the  Adars,  and  at  length  return 
into  Lead  :  Pour  it  out  into  a  Cone,  and  the  Regu¬ 
lus  of  Saturn  will  fink  to  the  bottom,  and  the  Sand 
or  Flint  will  be  uppermoft  as  a  drofs.  After  all  is 
cold,  take  out.  the  Regulm  of  Saturn,  which  hath 
drawn  to  it  felf  fo  great  a  roughnefs  and  blacknefs 
from  the  Iron,  that  it  cannot  eafily  be  cupellated : 
which  you  may  remedy  thus :  put  this  black  Regu¬ 
lus  of  Saturn  into  a  Crucible  in  a  Wind  Furnace, 
caufe  it  to  flow  well ;  and  if  there  be  of  that  one 
Ounce,  caft  upon  it  a  Drachm  or  fomewhat  more 
of  Salt-peter,  and  make  them  flow  together,  then  the 
Salt-peter  will  attraft  the  roughnefs  from  the  Saturn 
and  turn  it  into  Scoria.  Which  being  poured  out  and 
the  Regulus -of  Saturn  feparated  from  the  Scoria,  it 
will  be  white  and  tradable,  and  eafily  runneth  upon 
the  Cupel,  This  I  call  wafhing.  But  if  thou  know- 
eft  not  how  to  perform  this  Lotion,  which  yet  in  it 
felf  confifteth  in  an  eafie  labour,  put  thy  black  and 
rough  Regulus  of  Saturnxnio  fuch  an  Inftrument  (  as 
they  call  %ttih  ^Ci()CrhE)or,a  clnfe  Cupel,under  a 
covering  [or  Muffle,]  and  fuifer  it  fo  to  be  defecated 
for  the  fjpace  of  half  or  at  leaft  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
pour  it  out  and  feparate  the  Scoria  from  the  Regulus ; 
which  will  be  white  and  tradable.  But  the  Lotion 
by  Salt-peter  is  much  the  better. 

Of  this  Regulus  of  Saturn,  and  of  that  fame  Lead 
of  which  the  Afhes  of  SaturnvvQvo  made, take  equally 
the  fame  weight,  exadly  weighed  with  the  lefler 
weights,  put  each  of  them  apart  upon  a  dephleg-. 
med  Cupel,  fuffer  them  to  run  ;  compare  one  with 
the  other,  and  you  fhall  find,  that  Saturn  which  was 
blown  off  with  the  Sand  or  Flint  to  leave  behind  it 
a  grain  of  Gold,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  common 
Saturn  will  onely  leave  a  grain  of  Silver.  Who  now 
can  deny,but  that  the  grain  of  Gold  proceedeth  from 
the  white  Sand  or  Flint  ?  For  no  Gold  could  come 
from  the  Salts.  This  Specimen  of  Probation  is  a 
palpable  Argument,  that  Gold  is  contained  in  all 
Sand  and  Flints  of  what  Colour  foever.  But  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  one  Sand  or  Flint, 
and  another,  fb  that  there  is  no  more  Gold  in  one 
than  another,  I  do  not  aflbrt,  for  (  in  that  refped  ) 
they  greatly  differ.  Alfo  that  the  Sand  of  hot  Re¬ 
gions  containeth  more  Gold  than  that  of  cold  Coun¬ 
treys,  is  in  no  wife  to  be  doubted,  as  every  prudent 
Man  will  eafily  think.  For  we  have  fet  down  this 
Specimen  of  Probation,  onely  to  the  end  that  you 
may  find  Gold  to  be  in  all  the  Sand  and  Flints  of 
the  whole  World. 


Tbe  fiecond  Specimen  of  T  rob  at  ion. 

REcipe  one  part  of  white  Flint  or  Sand,  with 
which  mix  three  or  four  times  as  much  Sale  of 
Tartar,  or  of  any  other  Alcaly,  which  mixture  put 
into  a  Crucible,  fo  that  it  be  not  above  a  third  part 
full,  becaufe  this  mixture  in  the  melting  might  rife 
up  and  run  over  the  Crucible  ;  let  it  ftand  half  an 
hour,  that  it  may  be  well  melted,  and  it  will  be 
turned  into  a  white  tranfparent  glafs.  Pour  it  out 
anddiflblveit  in  water,  or  rather  in  a  and 

the  Sand  or  Flint  will  be  diflblved,  and  converted 
into  a  thick  Liquor.  In  this  Liquor  digeft  for  the 
fpace  of  an  hour  or  two,  half  an  Ounce  of  Filings  or 
Rafpings  or  rather  thin  fhavings  of  Lead,  and  the 
Lead  will  extradl  the  fpiritual  Gold  from  the  Water 
of  Flints,  and  will  thence  grow  yellow  :  Which  be¬ 
ing  taken  out  of  the  Water  dry,  cupel  it,  and 
you  fhall  find  a  grain  of  Gold.  Alfo  cupel  another 
half  Ounce  of  the  fame  Lead,  and  you  fhall  find  a 
grain  of  Silver,  as  is  commonly  wont  to  be  had  from 
all  Lead,  from  which  you  may  be  certain  that  white 
Flints  and  Sand,  contain  fpiritual  Gold,  which  be- 
cometh  corporeal  with  Metals. 

A  Third  Specimen  ofi  Probation. 

Dlflblve  Saturn  in  Aejua  Fortis,  and  pour  into  the 
folution  Salt  water,  and  all  the  Lead  will  fall 
from  the  Water  like  a  white  Powder:  mix  three 
parts  of  this  edulcorated  and  dryed  Calx  of  Saturn 
with  one  part  of^Sand,  to  which  add  half  fo  much 
of  the  Salt  of  a  Lixivium  or  other  Alcaly  ;  which 
mixture  put  into  an  Iron  Crucible,  into  which  you 
have  firft  put  fbme  bits  of  Iron,  which  being  cove¬ 
red,  fuffer  it  to  melt  for  the  fpace  of  full  half  an  hour, 
untill  the  fharp  Spirits  of  Salt  which  were  in  the 
Lead  be  mortified  by  the  Iron,  for  then  the  Saturn 
is  reduced  and  rendered  corporeal,  which  being 
poured  out  into  a  Cone,  the  Regulus  of  Saturn  faWeth 
to  the  bottom,  which  you  may  wafh  with  Salt- peter 
as  we  have  taught  above,  or  purge  it  from  the  Feeces 
on  the  CC0ih  ^C!j0ttl0[or  Muffle]  weigh  it  exadly 
by  the  lefler  Probatory  Weights,  weigh  alfo  as  much 
of  any  other  common  Lead,which  is  not  melted  with 
Sand,  cupel  each  by  it  felf,  and  that  Lead  which 
was  melted  with  the  Sand,  will  leave  a  grain  of 
Gold  in  the  Cupel,  but  the  other  common  Lead  lea- 
veth  onely  a  grain  of  Silver.  Which  fufliciently  pro- 
veth  that  there  is  Gold  in  all  Sand,  none  excepted.  But 
I  do  not  aflert  that  all  Sand  containeth  fo  much  Gold 
as  that  it  may  be  thence  extraded  with  profit.  Be¬ 
caufe  fome  Sand  is  poor,  other  rich,  another  richer. 
Therefore  whofoever  intendeth  any  profit  by  this 
ought  before  hand  to  know  the  difference  of  Sand 
and  Stones,  that  he  may  not  lofe  his  labour.  The 
which  may  eafily  be  found  out  by  experience,  to 
wit,  if  you  do  nothing  in  great  Quantities,  before 
you  have  made  trial  in  lefler,  that  is,  fuch  as  may  be 
performed  by  the  lefler  Specimens  of  Probation. 

A  Legitimate  and  Infiallible  way  and  manner  of  finding 
out  and  proving  every  Flint,  Stone,  and  Sand,  wbe' 
ther  it  containeth  much  or  little  Gold. 

RFcipe  four  ounces  of  Sand,  Flint,  or  other 
Stones  or  Rocks,  which  you  have  a  mind  to 
prove;  heat  them  red  hot  in  a  Crucible,  and  caft 
them  fo  into  cold  Water,  where  they  will  become 

tradable, 
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rradtable,  and  may  eafily  be  brought  to  fine  Powder, 
tothofe  four  ounces  of  powdered  Flints,  Sand  or 
Stones,  put  into  a  irnall  Glaft  Cucurbit,  pour  two 
ounces  of  Aq.  i?e^i^,that  the  Sand  may  be  well  moift- 
ncd  ;  let  the  Cucurbit  upon  warm  Sand  for  half  an 
hour,  and  the  Acjua  Regis  will  attrad  to  it  felf  the 
Gold  which  is  contained  in  the  Sand  or  Flint.  To 
which  if  two  ounces  of  hot  Water  be  poured  into 
the  Cucurbit,  and  mixed  by  a  ftrong  fhaking  it  to¬ 
gether,  and  filtred  through  a  brown  Paper,  the  Wa¬ 
ter  with  the  Gold  goeth  through  the  filter,  and  the 
Sand  will  remain  in  the  Paper,  to  which  if  you 
pour  a  little  common  Water,  and  let  it  run  through 
it  will  rake  out  the  refidue  of  the  Gold,  which  yet 
adhereth  to  the  Sand,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the 
firft.  Upon  this  Solution  if  you  pour  a  Lixivium^ 
but  rather  Spirit  of  Urine ;  that  Lixivium  or  Spirit  of 
Urine,  mortifieth  the  Ae^ua  Regis  and  precipitateth 
the  Gold  which  is  in  it  in  form  of  a  yellow  Powder, 
from  which  the  Water  is  to  be  poured  off,  and  the 
Sol  tQ.be  edulcorated  with  frefh  Water,  and  dryed, 
and  that  very  warily,  becaufe  Gold  of  this  fort, 
when  it  groweth  hot,  fulminateth,  fo  that  it  is  fhat- 
tered  into  minute  parts.  To  this  fulminating  Gold 
if  you  add  a  little  common  Sulphur,  and  make  it  red 
hot  in  a  Crucible,  it  doth  not  fulminate.  If  you 
reduce  fuch  a  Calx  of  Gold  mixed  with  Borax  in  a 
clean  Crucible,  you  will  find  how  much  Gold  that 
four  Ounces  of  Sand  or  Flint  contained.  N.  B.  Ex¬ 
cept  the  Sand  or  Flint  (hould  happen  alfo  to  be  im¬ 
pregnated  with  Iron,  which  would  render  the  Sol 
brittle  and  pale.  For  in  that  cafe,  the  Sol  precipi¬ 
tated  from  the  Aefna  Regia^  and  burned  with  Sul¬ 
phur  would  not  flow  with  Borax,  becaufe  the  Iron 
being  mixed  with  it,  would  adulterate  the  Probati¬ 
on  :  But  if  you  cupel  fuch  Gold  partaking  of  Iron, 
with  Saturn^  the  Iron  may  be  foparated  from  the 
5o/,  and  the  proof  will  be  void  of  errour.  IN.  B. 
That  Sand  and  Flints,  may  indeed  be  proved  ano¬ 
ther  way,  but  feeing  this  which  we  have  here  pre- 
fcribed,  is  eafie  to  be  pradifed,  we  will  reft  in  that. 

But  this  one  thing  is  alfo  neceffary  to  be  known, 
VIZ,.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  in  all  Sand  and  Flints 
there  isGold,  as  the  above  mentioned  proofsdo  wit- 
nefs  ;  neverthelefs  know  that  there  is  a  difference 
between  native, corpoieal,and  folid  Gold,and  the  vo¬ 
latile  fpiritual  firft  Ens  of  Gold.  For  the  corporeal  Gold 
is  eafily  extraded  by  the  help  of  corrofive  Waters  or 
Salts  ;  but  the  fpiritual  not  fo.  And  becaufe  corpore¬ 
al  Gold  is  always  elicited  by  the  benefit  of  the  above 
mentioned  Probation  it  may  thence  happen,  that 
although  in  white  Sand  there  fhould  plainly  be  no 
corporeal  Gold',  neverthelefs  by  the  help  of  the  a- 
forefoid  Probations  it  would  be  thence  elicited,  in¬ 
deed  not  much,  nor  no  more  than  what  the  Lead 
which  was  ufed  for  the  proof,  did  contain  of  Silver; 
becaufe  the  Lune  in  the  melting  or  diflblving  hath 
attraded  to  it  felf  the  fpiritual  Gold,  from  the  Flint 
or  Sand,  fo  that  it  is  thence  tindted  and  tranfmutec 
into  Gold.  Which  is  manifeft  in  that  the  grain  of 
Sol  doth  not  exceed  the  magnitude  of  the  grain  of  Sil¬ 
ver,  which  is  gotten  from  other  common  Lead.  But 
if  befides  the  fpiritual,  there  be  alfo  corporeal  Gold 
in  the  Sand,  the  grain  of  Sol  will  neceffarily  exceed 
that  of  Luna,  for  the  Silver  which  was  contained  in 
the  Saturn  doth  not  vanifh  into  Air  but  remaineth. 
and  becaufe  it  doth  not  remain  the  fame  Silver, 
but  paffeth  into  Gold,  that  change  is  aferibed 
to  the  notable  Operation  of  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold, 
or  fpiritual  Gold  in  the  Sand.  Wherefore  who- 


foever  intendeth  to  extrad  Gold  from  Sand,  Flint 
or  Stones  with  profit,  ought  to  know  certainly 
before  by  fmaller  experiments,  that  befides  fpiritual^ 
they  alfo  contain  corporal  Gold.  For  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  this  Book  onely  upon  the  account  of  extrading 
from  them  corporal  Gold ,  leaving  the  fpiritual 
Gold  to  Philofophers  that  of  it  they  may  make  their 
Stone.  But  neceflity  required  that  I  fhould  lightly 
touch  at  thofe  few  things.  For  if  according  to  my 
preferibed  Probations,  any  one  in  working  fhould 
have  found  a  grain  of  Gold  of  equal  quantity  with 
the  grain  of  Silver,  he  might  wonder  in  his  mind, 
which  way  the  Silver  had  made  its  efcape,  feeing 
that  he  had  found  Gold  inftead  of  Silver.  Where¬ 
fore  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fhew  the  reafonofthat, 
for  the  taking  away  all  fcruple  from  every  ignorant 
mind.  Wherefore  whofoever  feeketh  Gold  from 
Sand  or.  Stones,  let  him  chufe  fuch,  from  which 
corporal  Gold  may  be  extraded  with  profit.  For 
they  will  afford  him  fuch  profitable  fruit,  as  the 
white  Sand  denieth.  But  that  for  the  performing 
my  Specimens  of  Probation,  I  have  taught  to  take 
white  Sand,  I  have  done  it  for  this  reafon,  that  I 
might  make  it  evident  to  every  one  that  there  is 
Gold  in  all  Sand,  but  that  it  cannot  be  extraded 
from  all  with  gain.  For  white  Sand  or  Flint  is 
very  often  void  of  corporal  Gold,  but  never  of  fpiri¬ 
tual,  by  which  Silver  may  be  converted  into  good 
Gold.  I  might  have  paffed  by  this  admonition  with 
filence,  feeing  that  thofe  things  are  not  neceflary 
to  be  known  by  the  vulgar,  in  afmuch  as  corporal 
Gold  will  abundantly  fatisfy  their  defire  ;  but  a  Phi- 
lofopher  neither  wanteth  ,  nor  feeketh  corporal 
Gold,  but  onely  fpiritual,  to  prepareof  it  aTindure. 
Add,  that  to  him  it  is  fufficiently  known,  in  what 
fubjeds  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  is  plentifully  contained. 
Hence,  although  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  be  alfo  in 
white  Sand,  ^s  is  manifeft  by  the  foregoing  proofs, 
he  ufeth  not  that,  but  rather  feeketh  fuch  S'tones 
for  his  work,  as  contain  much  Tindure.  Neither 
alfo  doth  any  true  Philofopher  fo  tie  himfelf  to  this 
or  that  fubjed  onely,  that  he  will  not  elicit  his  Tinc¬ 
ture  from  any  other,  inafmuch  as  it  is  evident  to 
him  that  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  may  be  found  in  all 
things  in  the  whole  World.  For  wherefoever  there 
is  Sulphur,  there  may  alfo  be  had  the  firft  Ens  of 
Gold,  whence  a  Tindure  may  be  prepared.  But 
it  is  evident  that  in  all  Vegetables,  Animals  and 
Minerals  there  is  Sulphur.  For  the  matter  of  the 
Stone  of  Philofophers,  every  where  offereth  it  felf, 
fo  that  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  may  attain  it 
without  coft,  according  to  that  faying  of  the  Phi¬ 
lofopher;  That  their  matter  is  every  where  obvious,, 
and  prepared  without  money,  trod  underfoot  and  thrown 
to  Dunghils.  So  the  true  Philofophers  fpeak  and 
write.  But  Sophifters,  who  falfly  affume  the  name 
of  Philofophers,  wandring  up  and  down  from  Court 
to  Court,  where  they  ©ffer  their  fervice  for  the  ac¬ 
quiring  the  Philofophers  Stone,  by  their  lying  Fa-* 
bles,  perfwade  credulous  Noble  men,  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  Stone  is  to  be  fought  in  this  or  that  place 
or  mountain,  as  m^ungary,  Tranjylvania,  the  For- 
reft  of  Hercynia,  Thuringia  or  Bohemia,  or  in  the 
Rocks  of  Sueden  (mt  Norway,  and  elfewhere.  Others 
again  perfwade  credulous  Perfons,  that  the  Stone  of 
Philofophers,  can  be  made  of  nothing  but  common 
Gold,  and  therefore  require  of  their  Patrons  not 
onely  fome  ounces,  but  fome  pounds  of  Gold,  for 
their  own  greater  profit.  One  of  thofe  Pfeudo-phi- 
lofophcrs  was  lately  here  at  Amfierdam,  who  by  per- 
X  fwading 
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fwading  certain  Merchants,  trickt  them  out  of  two 
and  twenty  Marks  of  Gold,  thence  to  make  the 
Phitofephers  Stone.  He  indeed  put  the  Gold  into 
the  Veffei  according  to  his  own  manner,  before  thofe 
Merchiinrs,  giving  to  it  a  conrinuall  Fire  But  after 
much  time  being  elapfed,  when  they  expeCled  to 
reap  the  Fruit,  he,  who  bad  plaid  the  Philofopher, 
privately  withdrew  himfelf  into  I  know  hot  what 
Countrey,  and  would  not  return  to  take  out  the 
two  and  twenty  marks  of  gold.  Therefore  the 
Merchants  themfelves  being  about  to  take  them  out, 
found  thole  folar  Birds  were  flown,  and  had  left 
ohely  the  empty  neft.  Which  empty  neft  as  yet 
lies  in  a  place  in  this  City ,  nor  doth  any  one  know 
how  to  convert  it  to  his  own  ule.  But  if  the  Mer¬ 
chant  had  given  to  that  impoftor  in  hand,  onely 
two,  or  at  the  moft  three  ounces  of  gold,  they  had 
not  received  fb  great  a  lofs.  But  as  they  unadviled- 
ly  credited  his  fine  Clothes,  and  his  finer  words,  lb 
they  were  intollerably  deceived. 

‘  A  true  Philofopher  WAnteth  not  lb  much  gold  for 
his  Medicine,  inafmuch  as  if  he  bringeth  but  one 
half  ounce  to  perfedion,  it  may  fuffice  for  his  whole 
life,  and  may  be  in  his  own  power  to  do  the  lame 
again  as  often  as  neceflity  lhall  require,  fo  that  he 
will  have  no  need  to  run  up  and  down  from  one  to 
another  who  are  greedy  of  gold,  to  blemifli  the  no¬ 
ble  art  of  Chymiftry,  and  bring  it  into  hatred  with 
the  whole  World. 

Some  years  llnce,  when  I  had  written  of  the  Prof 
perity  of  Germany ^  and  from  a  good  intention  had 
taught  how  Wine  and  Corn  might  be  concentrated ^  and  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  might  be  commodioujly  carried  from  one 
Countrey  to  another^  and  there  fafely  kept  inGarrifons 
or  Fortrejjes  for  future  ufe ;  fearing  that  at  (bmetime 
while  the  Shepherd  flept,  that  moft  ravenous  Wolf 
the  Turk  might  break  into  the  German  Fold,  and  cut 
the  throats  of  what  Sheep  he  could  not  carry  away. 
Againft  which,  Farner  with  his  accomplices,  hath 
fer  forth  notorious  Libels,  and  hath  every  where 
traduced  me  for  a  falie  Prophet :  Whole  Calumnies 
I  have  not  oppoied,  becaufe  he  hath  ftieltred  him¬ 
felf  under  the  protedion  of  Princes.  Moreover, 
this  farner^  with  a  confbrt  of  miners  of  fame,  or 
good  name,  have  reproachfully  wounded  my  Ho¬ 
nour,  by  falfely  accufing  my  Writings,  and  tradu¬ 
cing  them  for  Lyes :  And  feeing  that  almoft  all  of 
them  abide  in  great  Men’s  Courts,  and  have  not  put 
their  names  to  ther  invedive  Papers,  I  have  not 
indeed  been  able  to  reach  them.  But  yet  at  length 
thofe  Men  of  darknefs,  who  have  concealed  their 
names,  that  they  might  give  the  greater  reputation 
to  their  flanderous  Papers,  do  come  to  be  more  and 
more  known  to  me.  Befides  at  laft  the  event  hath 
fhewed  thole  things  to  be  true,  which  I  had  predic¬ 
ted  Ihould  happen  ;  to  wit,  that  the  depraved  Chrif 
tians  Ihould  be  chaftifed  by  the  Turks  and  Tartars. 
But  it  is  to  be  pitied  that  allb  Men  of  better  note, 
Ihould  be  enfoared  and  captivated  by  the  common 
judgment,  by  reafon  of  that  Company  of  the  De¬ 
vils  attendants.  For  the  unerring  truth  declareth, 
that  the  righteous  fcourge  of  God,  will  not  be  taken 
away  from  us,  before  fuch  fpoils  of  a  Man’s  good 
name  be  reftrained  by  the  Magiftrate. 

Now,  to  return  to  our  purpole,  to  demonftrate, 
that  not  onely  Gold,  but  allb  Ibmewhat  more  rare; 
to  wit,  a  true  Tindure  is  hidden  in  Stones,  and  by 
the  help  ot  Art  may  be  excraded  from  them,  which 
the  Ancients  have  hinted  at  m  chele  words:  Auro 
Mam  I  &c.  And  that  there  is  much 
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Tindure  contained  in  the  Jafper,  1  have  long  finos 
inculcated  in  other  places  of  my  Writings,  faraceli- 
fus  highly  commendeth  Red  Tahk,  Granates,  Aksu- 
tmny^  and  Lapis  Laz,ulf  adding  that  Tindures  or 
the  firft  Ens  of  Gold,  may  be  gotten  from  them  bv 
the  help  of  fublimation.  Moreover  the  firft  Ens  of 
Gold,  may  alfobe  found  in  other  Stones,  efpectallv 
in  the  Hematitis,  Scythis ,  Magnefia  of  F^dinont, 
Smins,  and  others  of  that  kind,  in  which  it  is  fb 
fixed,  that  there  is  nothing  wanting  to  obtain  it  but 
onely  the  way  of  extrading,  and  giving  ir  ingrefs  by 
Sol.  On  the  contrary,  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  is  in¬ 
deed  in  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral  Sulphur 
Marcafites,  and  Antimony,  and  that  abundantly* 
but  fo  volatile  that  Stones  are  to  be  preferred  to 
them. 

And  although  my  intention  in  this  Book  extendeth 
no  farther  than  the  extrading  of  Gold  our  of  Stones 
Sand,  and  Flints,  yet  nothing  hinders  but  that  in  a 
few  words,  I  may  alfo  (hew,  that  in  Stones,  there 
is  not  onely  fixed  Gold,  but  allb  volatile,  whence  a 
true  Tindure  may  be  perfeded.  Which  Tindure 
I  have  not  as  yet  made,  but  neverthelefs  I  am  cer¬ 
tainly  perfwaded  that  it  is  in  no  wife  impoftible  to 
be  done.  For  wholbever  can  render  the  firft  Ens  of 
Gold,  in  Stones,  volatile,  and  draw  it  out  by  Dif- 
tillation,  he  will  continually  obtain  a  gradatory  wa¬ 
ter,  whereby  he  may  coagulate  every  running  Mer¬ 
cury  into  good  Gold.  But  he  that  knoweth  how  to 
joyn  this  volatile  Gold  with  corporal  Sof  to  unite 
them  and  procure  ingrefs,  may  thence  exped  a  far 
greater  good.  For  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold  is  more  con- 
ducible  for  the  preparing  Tindures,  than  corporal 
Gold,  as  one  of  the  Philofophers  hath  fignified  in  the 
following  words  :  Thou  canfi  not  make  Gold  or  Silver^ 
except  thou  jhalt  obtain  their  firjb  Fns^T\\Q  firft  Ens 
of  Gold,  which  is  hidden  in  all  Vegdables  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  coagulateth  Mercury  allb  into  a  yellownels, 
but  not  conftant ;  but  if  it  (hall  be  fixed,  it  allb  coa¬ 
gulateth  and  fixeth  with  conftancy,  but  not  before. 
Therefore  it  is  moft  certainly  true,  that  where  Sul¬ 
phur  is,  there  is  allb  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold ;  and 
where  there  is  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold,  there  is  allb 
Tindure.  Therefore  feeing  that  Sulphur  may  be 
fo  und,  in  all  things  in  the  World,  even  in  thefmall- 
eft  Herbjitfolloweth  that  allb  from  every  Herb, Wood, 
Stone,  or  Bone,  a  true  Tindure  may  be  prepared. 
Wholbever  will  ^licve,  let  him,  it  matters  little  to  me 
whether  it  be  believed  or  not, I  think  my  lelf  latisfiecl 
in  that  I  have  not  put  that  light  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  under  a  Bulhel,  but  have  exhibited  it  to  the 
World  for  information.  For  the  light  conduceth  no¬ 
thing  to  him  who  is  blind,  and  refolveth  to  remain  lb. 
You  (hall  find  more  in  my  third  Century,  as  allb  in 
the  fixth  part  of  my  Fhdrmacopxa  Spagynca, 

How  it  may  he  knov/n  whether  Sartdy  Flints,  and  the 
like  Stones,  being  pregnant  with  GolJ,  contain  much 
Gold,  or  but  little. 

WHite  Sand  and  Flint,  contain  the  Icaft  Gold 
of  all  ;  which  Sand  indeed  is  never  without 
Gold,  although  it  cannot  be  extraded  from  it  with 
profit.  In  the  white  and  red  ,  rhere  is  more 
Gold  than  in  the  white,  neverthelefs  not  always 
lb  much  as  will  pay  the  coft.  In  the  yellow, 
brown,  or  black,  there  is  commonly  much  Gold 
contained,  whenfoever  veins  of  white  or  yel¬ 
low  Sand  run  through  them,  and  elpecially  when 
fuch  Sand  'fhinerh  with  abundance  of  finall 

golden 
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golden  fparks,  elofely  adhering  to  each  other.  In 
like  manner  that  Sand  is  rich  in  SqK  which  is  like  to 
Talck,  or  when  Stones  are  found  in  it^  in  which 
there  is  red  or  brown  Talck,  even  as  Sol  is  contab 
ned  almort  in  every  Talck,  neverthelefs  in  Ibme 
more,  in  other  lets. 

All  River  Pebblest  which  ahhoughoutwardly  they 
appear  white,  yet  when  heated  red  hot  and  broken, 
are  ftained  with  yellownefs,  and  contain  Sul)  are,  in 
extrading  fulBciently  rich  in  Gold. 

Green,  yellow,  or  blue  Stones,  being  tranlparent 
like  horn  [called  in  the  Oerman  Tongue  Homfl-ein] 
are  alfo  for  the  moft  part  fruitfull  in  Gold.  Alfo 
all  red,  dark.coloured  and  black  Flints  contain  Gold, 
with  which  iron  is  frequently  admixed,  which  in 
the  extradion  is  drawn  out  with  the  5G/,and  weakneth 
the  Menjh-mm^  and  rendereth  it  unprofitable. 

All  Quarries  or  rocky  Stones,  whether  they  be 
found  in  the  Earth  after  the  manner  of  Duds,  or 
whether  they  lie  in  the  open  Air,  when  they  are 
coloured  ,  contain  Gold.  Every  and 

that  which  is  a  kin  to  it,  the  Smins^  the  Granate, 
and  L(tp$  all  contain  Gold,  neverthelefs 

always  one  tuore  than  anotherj  fo  that  fome  of  them 
aie  rich  in  Gold. 

AllGrhnates  contain  Gold,  and  befides  Gold, 
alfo  the  firtt  Ens  of  gold  ;  but  they  are  endowed 
with  fo  hard  a  body,  that  J<f»a  Form  cannot  ex* 
ercile  its  power  upon  them.  But  there  may  be 
a  remedy  found,  by  whofe  help  their  extradion 
may  be  inftituted. 

In  every  golden  Stone  called  CbryfocoUa^  Safhytr, 
Ruhjf  Amtbjjty  and  Hiacynth^  there  is  gold,  but 
tlifficult  to  be  extraded.  All  Fluors  or  things  fiux~ 
ing,  which  are  applied  to  the  Mines  of  Sol  and 
for  the  bringing  their  Oars  to  a  flux  br  mel¬ 
ting,  whether  they  be  of  a  violet  colour,  or  purple, 
yellow,  red,  or  green )  are  all  endowed  with  unripe 
and  volatile  gold.  Which  if  you  fliall  make  red  hot, 
the  colour  evaporateth  like  a  green,  yellow,  or 
red  fmoke,  leaving  the  Stones  white.  But  if  any 
Man  fhall  know  how  to  intercept,  and  detain  fuch 
fugacious  Sol,  he  may  therewith  coagulate  Mercury 
into  gold.  In  like  manner  from  all  Stones,  in 
which  is  the  firft  Ens  of  gold,  a  green-water  may 
be  ex  traded  by  the  help  of  Diftillationj  in  which 
Mercury  coagulateth  it  felf  into  gold.  The  Anci¬ 
ent  Philolbphers  have  called  fuch  a  green-water, 
their  Green  Lyon,  which  devoureth  gold,  and  of  it 
prepareth  a  Tmdure  for  Lune  and  Mercury. 

Concerning  this  matteij,  I  could  indeed  fay  fbme- 
what  more,  did  not  the  avarice  and  improbity  of 
Men,  who  feek  nothing  but  the  damage  of  their 
Neighbour,  feftrain  me.  Hence  all  thole  in  which 
any  light  of  God  fhall  arife,  ought  diligently  to  be¬ 
ware.  that  they  communicate  nothing  of  it  to  wicked 
Men,  although  they  put  on  the  fhape  of  an  Angel. 
For  Faith  is  now  no  where  kept  among  Men,  as 
tbefe  following  woixis  of  a  golden  Alphabet  do 
witnefs. 


Soil  tu.  Conflict 

Fromi^s.  hominum 
Deuii  fol.Uf  fidem  fer-vM 
A  mtmiu  fi,d‘ei.  exttla.t- 


In  God  a’one  repofe  thy  trufi:. 

With  Mens  pretence  be  not  beguil'd  \ 
God  onely  keepeth  Faith,  h-  Juft, 
Which  from  the  World  is  quite  exTd. 


If  many  years  ago,  I  had  known  thofe  things 
I  now  do,  it  would  have  profited  me  much 
in  being  aware,  of  the  diftembled  fancl:ity  of  impofi 
tours.  But  vvhat  is  paft  cannot  be  recalled:  Lee 
thefe  things  at  this  time  fuffice  to  be  fpoken  of  the 
knowledge  of  Sand  and  Stones.every  Man  may  look 
further  for  himfelf,  and  fearch  out  and  learn  more. 
If  any  Man  findeth  any  good  from  what  I  have 
written  in  this  Book,  let  Him  give  God  thanks,  and 
be  mindfull  of  the  Poor  ;  if  not,  let  him  look  upon 
himfelf  as  unworthy  to  be  partaker  of  it.  For  I  have 
here  written  more  perfpicuoufly,  than  any  Philofb- 
pher  hath  done  before  me,  in  which  I  reft.  It  now 
remains  that  we  ftiould  fay  fomething  concerning 
the  eafie  way,  and  incomparable  invention ,  by 
whofe  benefit  SW  may  be  ejttraded  from  Sand  arid 
Stones,  in  great  quantity  and  with  a  confiderable 
gaim  Which  invention  hath  been  hitherto  unknown 
to  the  World,  and  it  is  almoft  impoffible  that  a  bet¬ 
ter  ftiould  be  found.  But  that  the  fearcher  into  Arc 
may  fee  that  this  new  invention,  of  mine,  is  of  all 
the  molt  eafie  for  the  extraifting  of  Gold  from  Sand 
or  Flints,^.nd  that  the,  World  hath  never  known  the 
like,  I  have  thought  fit  to  fhew  in  what  this.  Com¬ 
pendium  corififts,  and  it  is  thus.  It  is.  fufliciently 
knovvft  with  what  labour  and  cofts  the  ancient  Wor¬ 
kers  in  Metals,  and  even  thofe  at  this  day,  have  ex¬ 
tracted,  ^nd  do  extract  Gold  from.  Sand  and  Stones, 
'viz,.  -when  firft  they  burn  the  Oars  or  Stones,  then 
grind  it  in  peculiar  Mills  accommodated  to  that 
purpofGy  Vikh  Argent-vive  and  water,  where  the 
Argent-vive  draweth  to  it  felf  the  Sol,  and  the  Stoni^ 
goeth  away  in  the  wafhing,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Argmt-vive  is  ftrain’d  from  tlw  gold  through 
Leather,  which  may  again  ferve  for  the  fame  ufe. 
Then  in  Iron  Retorts  they  drive  out  therefidueof 
the  Argent-vive,  which  yet  adhered  to  the  Sol^ 

,  which  is  faved  ;  then  they  melt  the  Sol.  In  which 
operation  they  lofe  mUch  of  the  Argent-vive^  which 
in  the  grinding  and  wafhing  goeth  away :  fo  that  of¬ 
ten  tunes,  the  charge  of  the  Mercury  is  no  left  than 
the  gain  of  the  gt^d.  Therefore  by  this  way  fiothing 
can  be.  gotten  from  a  poor  Mine.  But  this  is  the 
eafieft  way  they  have  to  feparate  Sol  from  its  Oar 
or  Stones. 

Another  way  is,  when  they  mix  the  wafhed  Oar 
(which  the  Germans  call  ScMicht)  with  its  weight 
of  Litharge,  and  *melt  it  with  Bellows,  then  cupel 
the  Regulus  of  Saturn,  and  fo  they  obtain  the  Sol 
which  was  in  the  Oar. ,  Which  way  of  melting,  is 
alfo  dear,  becaufe  much  of  the  Lead  is  loft :  But 
yet  they  are  obliged  to  follow  this  way,  who  know 
no  better.  Now  I  will  compare  my  way  with  this^ 
that  it  rnay  be  evident  which  of  them  is  the  moft  eafie 
and  profitable.  As  for  my  method  of  extracting,  it 
chiefly  depends  upon  four  fingular  Comfendiums,  by 
which  the,  operation  is  rendred  eafie.  ,  The  firft  of 
which  is  a  water  of  finall;  coft,  which  maybe  copi- 
oufty  prepared,  without  Diftillatiori. 

The  fecond  is  a  fingular  Metals  of  which  the 
Kettles  or  Pans  are  made,  in  which  the  Stones  or 
Sand  is  boiled  with  the  water  of  finall  coft,  and  yet 
are  not  corroded  nor  Confumed.  And  when  the 
water  fhall  have  diflblved  and  imbibed  the  Sol  iri  the 
Sand,  the  Oar,  Sand,  or  Stones,  with  the  water  are 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  boiling  Veffel,  and  put  into 
another  Veffel  adapted  to  this  ufe,  with  a  bottom 
•  I  all  over  perforated  with  finall  holes  [like  a  Colen* 
der],  and  firft  covered  with  infide,  With  a  thin  Matr, 
then  the  water  wUl  drop  down  througfi^^the  Sand 
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and  Matt  into  another  VelTel  placed  under  it ;  more¬ 
over  more  hot  water  is  to  be  poured  upon  the  fame 
Sand,  and  let  to  run  through  it,  which  water  will 
aUb  exrrad  the  gold  which  as  yet  remained  in  the 
Sand.  And  after  this  Elixiviation,  the  Sand,  (which 
is  now  of  no  ufe)  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  filtering 
Vefiel  and  this  labour  to  be  continued  fo  long,  un¬ 
till  no  more  Sand  is  to  be  extraded. 

The  third  Compendium  is  this,  when  the  Lixivium 
of  Gold,  is  colleded  to  a  juft  quantity,  a  fingular 
Water  of  finall  coft,  is  poured  into  the  Solution 
of  Gold,  whence  all  the  Sol  is  precipitated  from  the 
Solvent,  the  Solvent  by  inclination  is  decanted  from 
the  Calx  of  So/,  and  may  again  be  ufed  for  the  like 
extradion,  feeing  that  it  ftill  retaineth  its  ftrength, 
being  nothing  weakened  by  the  precipitation.  There 
fore  we  may  ufe  this  Solvent  a  long  time.  And  that 
which  is  loft  by  pouring  too  and  again,isoffmall  charge 
becaufe  it  may  be  recruited  again  by  the  like  cheap 
Water.  But  if  one  ftiould  mortific  that  dilTolvent 
with  other  contrary  Lixiviums,  to  precipitate  the 
as  otherwife  is  wont  to  be  done,  and  I  have 


So/, 


taught  above,  about  the  proving  of  Sand,  what 
lofs  (hould  we  undergo,  if  at  every  time  we  (hould 
deftroy  our  Solvent  ?  Befides  fuch  an  extradion  is 
coftly  and  laborious,  when  made  in  glafs  or  earthen 

Cucurbits.  ,  ■ 

But  this  extradion  is-  almoft  of  no  charge,  feeing 
that  it  may  be  perfeded  in  great  Kettles,  and  the 
Gold  thence  precipitated  without  lofs  of  the  Water 
This  extradion  of  Gold  is  like  the  extradion  of 
Salt-peter  from  Earth,  where  the  Workmen  alfo 
elixiviate  one  part  of  the  Earth,  by  the  help  o 
Water,  which  Earth  they  then  throw  away,  and 
in  room  of  that  put  other  Earth  into  the  Veflel 
which  they  alfo  elixiviate  or  wafh,  and  that  fo  often 
till  they  have  elixiviated  all  their  Earth  impregna¬ 
ted  with  Salt  peter.  And  by  the  ftme  reafon  we 
elicit  our  Gold  from  Sand,'  as  they  make  their 
Salt-peter. 

The  fourthk  Compendium  is  this,  that  the  precipi 
tated  Calx  of  So/,  after  the  Water  is  filtredfrom  it, 
is  taken  out  of  the  filter  and  dried,  and  by  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  certain  fingular  good  flux,  not  at  all  coftly, 
is  reduced,  fo  that  in  the  melting  nothing  of  the 
Gold  is  loft. 

In  thofe  four  Compendiums  the  whole  work  of  our 
extradion  confifteth,  as  a  building  ftanding  upon 
four  Pillars,  one  of  which  failing,  the  whole  ftruc- 
ture  is  ruined.  He  that  knoweth  thofe  four  Com- 
pendtums  may  boldly  enter  upon  the  work,  to  ex- 
trad  Sol  from  Sand  and  Stones :  for  then  it  will  be  a 
work  of  profit  to  him,  otherwife  not,  which  I  have 
declared  for  the  information  of  every  man. 

But  that  I  have  made  none  of  thofe  four  Compen- 
dmms  manifeft,  let  no  man  wonder,  becaufe  I  have 
been  fuflftciently  hurt  by  the  flanderous  Forgeries  of 
cavelling  Detradours.  For  when  by  reafon  of  their 
dull  apprehenfiori,  they  could  not  underftand  nor 
perform  thofe  things  which  I  had  written  openly 
and  plain  enough,  they  falfly  traduced  my  Writings, 
as  abounding  with  lies. 

Let  thefe  things  fuffice  to  be  written  at  this  time, 
concerning  the  extradion  of  Gold  out  of  Stones, 
Sand  or  Flints  :  which  I  doubt  not  but  will  be  of 
ufe  hereafter  to  many  indigent  Perfons.  For  al¬ 
though  all  men  Ihould  apply  themfelyes  to  that 
extradion,  yet  they  would  in  no  wife  incommode 
one  another,  feeing  there  are  Sand  and  Stones  every 
where  obvious  to  all.  And  alfo  the  Salts  for  extrac¬ 


ting  are  fo  plentifully  afforded,  that  nothing  is  wan¬ 
ting  but  a  man  to  put  his  hand  to  the  work.  But 
fome  one  may  here  objed  and  fay  :  I  do  indeed  be¬ 
lieve  Glauber^  that  in  the  Sand  and  Stones  of  the 
aft  and  Weft  Indies^  Africa^  Spain ^  Italy,  France^ 
and  other  hot  Countries,  much  Gold  may  be  found, 
)Ut  who  will  remove  his  dwelling  thither  to  extrad 
it  I  There  is  no  need  that  any  (hould  go  dwell  in 
Africa,  or  either  Indies,  thence  to  fetch  us  Gold 
feeing  that  it  may  be  had  fufficiently  in  Europe,  and 
may  be  found  in  all  cold  places.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  many  parts  of  Germany,  Gold  is  elicited  from 
the__Sand  as  well  of  (mall,  as  great  Rivers  and  Lakes. 
But  that  more  Gold  may  not  be  had  in  Germany, 
which  is  temperate,  than  in  cold  iVoray^/,  or  Sweden* 
and  lels  in  Germany  than  in  France  or  Spain,  I  will 
not  deny.  Therefore  we  need  no  Commerce  with 
thirfty  Africa,  or  America,  as  that  with  great  peril  of 
body  and  mind,  we  Ihould  feek  Gold  thence,  feeing 
that  we  have  it  in  every  Countrey  of  Europe,  and 
that  not  onely  under  ground  in  the  Veins  of  the 
Earth,  whence  it  is  to  be  digged  out  with  great  trou¬ 
ble,  coft  and  labour  ;  but  it  is  alfo  every  where  ma¬ 
nifeft  upon  the  Earth,  where  it  is  much  more  large¬ 
ly  and  eafily  acquired.  The  moft  famous  Monarch 
of  Philofophers,  Paracelfus,  in  his  Book  of  the  Vexa¬ 
tions  of  Alchymifts  foith ;  That  more  Gold  and  Silver 
may  be  found  above  the  Earth,  than  in  its  profundity, 
and  that  oftentimes  a  Couhtreyman  throweth  a  Stone  at 
a  Cow,  which  is  df  greater  value  than  the  Price  of  the 
Cow.  Which  thing  indeed  is  certainly  true,  ne- 
verthelels  whofoever  will  not  with  Glauber  believe 
it,  let  him  remain  in  his  unbelief.  In  Efdras, 
we  reade  thefe  words:  There  is  much  Earth  of 
which  Potters  make  their  Veffels,  but  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  Powder  or  Duf  of  which  Gold  is  made. 
Which  words  are  commonly  thus  interpreted, 
that,  by  the  words  poWder  or  duft  of  which  Gold  is 
made,  the  Writer  hath  underftood  the  Stone  of 
Philofophers.  The  which  is  very  agreeable  to  truth, 
but  yet  no  Earth  is  found  void  of  metals,  neverthe- 
lefs  all  are  not  fo  rich,  as  to  afford  any  profit  in  the 
extradling.  On  the  contrary  all  Stones  and  Sand 
(  although  every  of  them  doth  not  contain  corporal 
Sol  fo  largely,  as  to  be  thence  extraded  with  gain  ) 
rejoyce  in  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold,  or  fuch  a  Calx  by 
whofe  benefit  Gold  may  be  made.  Which  powder, 
if  we  know  how  to  extrad  from  them,  we  may 
make  it  better  than  Gold  it  felf  But  feeing  fuch  an 
Aurifick  Calx  is  very  largely  diffufed  in  Sand  or 
Stones,  and  cannot  be  thence  hammered  out,  but  is 
extraded  by  Art  alone,  therefore  the  blind  Cove- 
tours  of  Gold,  with  the  Ignorant,  will  not  believe 
it,  becaufe  they  know  not  how  to  perfed  it.  Hence 
an  Art  of  this  kind  was  by  the  Philofophers  kept 
moft  fecret,  where  Paracelfus  (peaking  of  the  firft 
Ens  of  Gold,  faith  that  it  may  be  elicited  by  fubli- 
mation.  Bafilius  writeth  that  the  preparation  of  the 
univerfal  Tindure,  may  be  compared  to  thediftilla- 
tion  of  a  burning  Spirit  from  the  Lees  of  Wine.  A 
comparifon  fufficiently  perfpicuous  !  For  even  as  in 
a  great  quantity  of  Wine  or  Beer,  there  is  hidden  but 
a  (mall  quantity  of  good  Spirit,  and  the  refidue  is 
nothing  but  an  unprofitable  mud,  but  nevertheleft 
that  little  Spirit,  by  the  help  of  diftillation  is  always 
extraded  from  the  great  quantity  of  unprofitable 
mud,  with  gain,  and  is  concentrated  into  a  very 
fubtile  penetrating  Spirit,  of  which  one  fpoonfull  is 
more  to  be  efteemed  than  a  whole  pail  full  of  Lees. 
By  (uch  means  the  Philofophers  would  have  us  ex- 
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tradl  by  Art,  that  firft  Ens  or  form  of  Gold  being 
very  far  difperfed  in  Sand  and  Stones,  and  concen¬ 
trate  or  bring  it  into  a  fmall  compafs,  of  which, 
but  asmuch  as  the  magnitude  of  a  Peafe,  is  of  grea¬ 
ter  worth  than  a  huge  Mountain  of  unprofitable 
Earth.  Moreover,  this  I  v/ill  not  conceal,  that 
throughout  all  Germany in  and  about  the  Rivers 
may  be  found  Stones,  which  are  fufficiently  rich  in 
Gold  and  Silver,  and  moreover  if  you  break  them 
into  pieces,  you  fhall  find  within  them  little  Holes 
and  Caverns,  which  abound  with  a  yellow  or  brown 
Powder,  which  if  any  one  fhall  take  out,  and  melt 
'  it  together  with  Borax,  he  will  acquire  Sol  mixed 
with  Silver.  But  as  yet,  I  never  faw  any  man,  who 
knew  this  fort  of  ftones,  and  much  left  that  golden 
Calx  which  is  hidden  in  them.  Which  thing  with- 
'  out  doubt  they  have  pafled  by,  by  reafon  of  their 
negligence, not  loving  or  reeking  to  know  thephyfical 
Magnalia  of  God.  I  have  found  many  the  like 
ftones  in  the  fandy  Hills  about  Utrecht^  and  in  other 
Sand  pits  of  this  Belgick  Nation,  but  moreabout  the 
Banks  of  the  Rhtne^  and  the  Ifle,  as  alfo  the  Coaft 
of  the  Southern  Sea,  fome  of  which  ftones  I  have 
yet  by  me.  Alfo  in  the  rough  places  o^lVala<via  you 
may  find  much  Sand  and  Stones,  which  contain  con¬ 
tain  corporal  Gold.  But  there  is  no  man  knoweth 
any  thing  of  them.  And  this  might  be  of  great  ufe 
to  Children,  if  they  were  placed  for  a  time  in  the 
Shop  or  Workhoufe  of  fome  Artift,  of  whom  they 
might  learn,  whence  in  any  cafe  of  neceffity  they 
might  be  able  to  fuftain  themfelves.  But  the  rich, 
relying  upon  their  own  fortunes,  think  that  they 
have  Wealth  enough  for  their  Children,  but  if  any 
adverfe  fortune  fhall  chance  to  befall  them,  as  their 
Houfes  to  be  burnt,  or  their  Ships  robbed  by  Py- 
rates  of  their  rich  Merchandizes,  or  be  caftaway  by 
Tempefts,  or  their  Debtours  break  and  run  away 
in  their  Debts,  then  they  know  not  which  way  to 
turn  themfelves  ;  and  becaufe  they  have  learned  no 
Art,  whereby  to  get  their  living, they  commonly  dege¬ 
nerate  into  men  of  adefperatelife.  For  one  leaveth  his 
Wife  and  Children,  and  goeth  into  the  Indies,  where 
not  a  few  have  become  a  Prey  to  wild  Beafts  or 
Cannibals.  Another,  for  a  fmall  ftipendor  pay,  fel- 
leth  his  Freedom  to  fight  by  Sea  and_  Land,  untill 
like  a  mad  Dog  he  is  milerably  flain.  [  I  have  beard 


that  it  is  aCufiom  in  Germany,  that  a  man  may  flay 
away,  pawn,  or  fell  Ins  Liberty  or  Freedom,  which  be¬ 
ing  once  gone j  he  becomes  a  FaJJal  or  Slave  to  the  public k 
Service  of  the  Prince  or  St  ate,  during  his  Life.^  Others, 

(  after  they  have  confumed  and  wafted  all  their  fub- 
ftance,  and  have  learned  nothing  that  is  gainful!  in 
their  youth,  whence  they  might  honeftly  maintain 
themfelves  and  Families  )  betake  themfelves  to  a  vi- 
tious  kind  of  life,  till  they  perifh  in  it.  To  have 
truely  learned  Mechanick  Arts,  indeed  helpeth 
much  in  fortunate  times;  but  when  the  times  happen 
to  be  troublefome  and  difficult,  and  many  men  in 
the  fame  City  exercife  one  and  the  fame  Art,  one 
often  hurts  another,  by  eating  the  Bread  out  oV  his 
rnouth,  and  reduceth  him  to  ftraits.  But  if  a  Phyfi- 
cian  knoweth  fomewhat  befides  the  Profeflion  ofPhy* 
fick,  by  which  he  may  obtain  a  Living,  he  will  have 
no  need  to  make  fomany  Vifits  to  the  Sick  out  of  a 
preffing,  defire  and  expeflation  of  getting  mony  for  his 
diligent  attendance.  Therefore  Hermetick  Philofo- 
phy  and  Medicine,  with  their  Coulen  German  natu¬ 
ral  Alchymy,  are  the  moft  excellent  of  all  Arts,  and 
will  fo  remain  to  the  End  of  the  World. 

Seeing  therefore  that  fuch  great  Treafures  fas 
we  have  heard  )  are  hidden  in  the  defpifed  Earth, 
and  in  fuch  fubjeds  as  are  every  where  trampled 
under  foot,  wherefore  fhould  we  not  extrad  them, 
for  an  honeft  maintenance,  and  defence  againft  the 
injury  of  the  times.?  Why  fhould  we  not  leave  Indiato 
the  Indians,  and  have  regard  to  our  own  which 

abundantly  afFordeth  whatfbever  we  need  for  the 
fuftentation  of  Life?  I  cannot  but  fay  again  and  a- 
gain,  that  were  I  but  ten  years  younger  than  I  am, 
I  would  not  ceafe,  but  for  the  good  of  the  publick, 
would  publickly  teach,  anddemonftrate  to  the  Eye, 
true  Philofophy,  Medicine,  and  Alchymy.  But  my 
glafs  being  almoft  run,  I  muft  commit  the  care  of 
this  labour  to  others  who  are  younger  and  have 
greater  ftrength  of  Body.  Therefore  in  the  meaa 
time,  whatfbever  good  I  can  do  my  Neighbour  by 
wholfome  Writings,  I  will  not  omit.  I  intend  fhort- 
ly  (  God  favouring  my  defign  )  to  publifh  many  fe- 
crets,  hitherto  unheard  of.  Nothing  now  remains 
but  to  clofe  this  little  Treatife  with. 

The  End. 

Glory  be  to  God  alone. 


An  Admonition  to  the  READER. 


WHatfoever  I  have  written  in  this  little  Book  of  the  compendious  extruding  of  Gold,  out  of 
Sand  and  Stones,  is  fo  true,  that  nothing  at  all  is  to  he  doubted  concerning  it :  Never- 
thelefs  after  this  Treatife  was  gone  to  the  Prefs,  another  way,  and  that  much  better  came 
into  my  mind,  by  the  benefit  of  which.  Gold  may  be  extracted  with  a  much  greater  expedition,  than, 
iy  the  help  of  the  former.  Becaufe  for  the  operation  of  this  lafl  way,  there  is  no  need  of  any  Kettles 
er  Pans  made  of  a  certain  fingular  Metal,  but  the  extrusion  may  be  made  in  quantity  without  any 
loyling,  in  fuch  Vejfels  as  are  every  where  in  hand,  and  may  be  had,  fo  that  one  man  in  one  day,  may 
by  an  eafie  bufinefs  perform  the  extratlion  of  a  thoujand  Pounds  weight  of  S<snd.  Which  method  is 
indeed  much  to  be  preferred  to  the  former.  Wherefore  1  could  not  but  alfo  notifie  this  way  of  extrac¬ 
tion.  What  feekefithou?  If  I  fhall  find  that  thofe  my  profitable  inventions  are  gratefully  received,  / 
mill  not  negletl  officioufly  to  ferve  the  publick,  in  this  prefent  evil  Age,  and  in  the  worfer  to  come,  by 
publijhingthe  fame.  With  which,  benevolent  Reader,  I  commit  thee  to  the  Divine  Care  and  Protec¬ 
tion.  Dated  at  Amfterdam  the  z6th.  Day  of  July  1664. 


82 


Part  IL 


A 


agyrical  Pharmacopcea : 


O  R 


SATORY. 


PART  I. 


To  the  well  minded  Reader. 


THE 


Being  an  exa6b  defcription  by  what  means,  profitable,  efi--  | 
ficacious,  and  penetrating  Medicines  may  be  made,  and  i' 
prepared  out  of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals  j  af- 
ter  an  unwonted  and  eafie  method. 


SOME  or  other  "ivill  perhaps  vjonder  aty  and  fain  knowwhat  the  reafon  fjould  be  of  my  defcrihing  this 
Pharmacopcea  Spagyrica,  or  Chymical  Difpenjatory,  efpeciady  -when  they  cenfider  that  there  are  not  onely 
found  'various  preparations  of  divers  Chymical  Remedies  in  my  Books  that  I  have  publijhed,  but  alfo  many 
fach  innumerable  fVritings  of  fuch  kind  of  bajinejj’es^  are  public  k  even  from  the  days  of  old  down  to  this  very 
day,  both  froftable  ones  {of  which  the  number  is  very  [mall)  and  alfo  unprofitable  ones  (of  which  there  area  great 
multitude^)  infomuch  that  it  might  feem  altogether  needlefs  to  commit  to  the  Frefs  any  more  matters  of  that  kind. 
To  fatisfie  fuch  a  one  that  thus  emjuiresy  1  judge  it  well  worth  my  while  to  demonfir  ate  in  this  place^  that  it  is  not 
onely  very  profitable^  but  alfo  highly  necefidry,  well  to  difiingutjh  between  good  and  tried  Medicines^  and  fuch  as 
are  not  proved  ones,  not  becaufe  you  Jhould  negleB,  correFi,  rejebi,  and  fupprefs  other  Mens  Writings,  and  to 
highly  of  mine.  No  fuch  matter,  for  I  well  know  that  none  can  give  mere  than  he  pojjejjeth,  and  if  any  one 
doth  {out  of  a  candid  mind)  bring  to  light  any  thing  for  the  profit  and  benefit  of  his  Neighbour,  how  vile  foever 
and  mean  the  thing  he,  yet  is  it  to  be  mofi  thankfully  accepted  of‘,  and  therefore  let  nobody  be  fo  proud,  as  to  pre¬ 
fume  upon  the  rejedling  of  the  indufiry  and  labour  of  another  Man,  but  rather  extoll  it  with  praife],  though  be 
himfelf  could  have  done  better.  And  fo  by  what  is  here  fpoken,  I  would  hint  unto  you  that  the  very  reafon  why  I 
have  pubhfied  this  fmall  Treat ife,  isthi<s,y\z.  that  my  inventions  may  reach  out  an  helping  hand  to  poor  affliSled 
mankind,  and  that  I  may  affif  them  in  a  Chrifiian  manner,  according  to  the  will  and  command  of  the  mofi  high. 
And  although  I  have  already  defcribed  the  preparation  of  many  profitable  Medicines,  as  well  out  of  Vegetables  and 
Animals,  as  out  of  Minerals,  in  my  Fhilofophical  Furnaces,  by  the  ufe  of  which  in  cafe  of  necejfity,  every  curable 
Difeafe  my  be  Jufficiently  enough  driven  out  and  carried  off' yet  neverthelefs  it  hath  feemed  expedient  unto  me,  to 
jet  forth  this  little  Work  under  three  Farts,  each  of  which  parts  Jhall  contain  fingular  Medicaments  as  for  example. 
The  fir fi  Fart  jhall  comprehend  fuch  Medicines,  as  proceed  from  Vegetables,  the  fecond  Fart,  fuch  as  proceed  from 
Animals,  and  the  third  Fart,  fuch  as  may  be  had  out  of  Minerals.  And  this  alfo  is  a  primary  reafon 
why  I  have  comprifed  each  kind  of  Medicaments  in  a  fingular  Work  or  Treatife,  becaufe  of  the  envious 
know-httles,  and  joolijh  deriders,  and  defpifers  of  Art,  who  rejebl  all  Mineral  Medicaments,  {but  they  know  not 
their  properties)  as  unfafe  at  all  times,  becaufe  not  taken  forfooth  out  of  the  wholjome  Vegetables,  {whofe  ufe  and 
Virtue  ifuytheyj  hath  been  approved  for  many  Aps)  but  out  of  the  poifonous  Minerals  and  Metals,  whereto  no 
tritfi  is  to  be  given,  and  the  ufe  of  them  too  is  to  this  day  very  rare,  aud  their  operation  too  vehement.  Now  that  I 
may  flop  the  mouths  of  thefe  kind  of  Men,  and  that  they  may  fee  and  know,  that  /  likewife  am  well  verfed  in  the 
Virtues  of  Vegetables,  and  their  true  preparations,  together  w'lth  their  purification  and  fundamental  Anatomy,  and 
with  their  reduhion  into  mofi  wholfome  and  mofi  fafe  Medicaments,  I  have  purpofed  with  my  felf  inmy  firfi  part 
of  my  Spagyrical  Difpenjatory ,  to  treat  of  no  other  things  favB  onely  fuch  Medicaments  as  are  made  cut  of  known 
V egetable  Simples,  without  the  addition  of  my  other  things,  (either  'Animal  or  Mineral)  as  for  infiance,  out  of 
Herbs,  Flowers,  Roots,  Frup,  and  Seeds,  their  feparation  by  Art,  and  their  reduction  into  a  better  form.  In  the 
fecond  part,  we  will  treaty  of  fuch  th'inp  onely  as  proceed  from,  and  are  prepared  out  of  Man,  and  other  Creamret, 
and  fuch  as  live  in  the  Air,  and  alfo  fuch  as  live  in  the  Waters.  But  in  the  third  Fart  I  Jhall  not  defifi  from  de¬ 
fending  thofe  Medicaments  of  mine,  which  1  publijhed  jome  years  fince,  and  were  prepared  of  Minerals,  arid  jhall  de¬ 
monfir  ate  unto  you,  that  they  are  not  at  any  rare  to  be  jhunned  or  neglechd,  if  rightly  prepared  and  applied,  but  are 
to  be  preferred  far  before  thofe  Medicaments  that  are  prepared  out  of  Vegetables  and  Animals.  To  them  /  will  al¬ 
fo  adpyn  the  ufe  and  preparations  of  fever  al  other  things,  which  I  never  as  yet  made  mention  vf.  Nor  do  I  doubt 
but  that  the  pes  of  the  blind  will  fometime  or  other  be  opened,  fo  as  to  fee  the  truth,  and  confefs  it  and  love  it,  ts 

Jhe  doing  whereof,  I  pray  God,  that  Eternal,  Immutable,  abid  durable  Light,  the  Father  and  defender  of  the  truth 
to  help  us.  Amen.  ^ 
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DISPENSATORY. 


What  Vegetables  are,  or  what  is  meant  hy  the  name  of 
Vegetables  ? 

YOU  are  in  the  firft  place  to  note,  that  un¬ 
der  the  name  Vegetable,  comes  all  that 
which  hath  its  Food  out  of  the  Earth, 
which  grows  or  is  encreafed,  be  they  Herbs,  Shrubs, 
or  tall  Trees  with  what  appertains  unto  them,  as  the 
Root,  Stalk,  Leaves,  Flowers,  Seeds,  and  Fruitsof 
them,  as  well  cultivated  as  wild,  both  of  our  own 
Countrey,  and  Forreign,  as  well  the  known  whol- 
fomes  one,  as  the  unknowm  and  hurtfull,  whatfoever 
name  they  are  called  by,  the  kinds,  fhape,  form, 
property,  virtue,  and  power  ;  of  which,  may  be 
found  defcribed  by  many  ancient  and  later  Philo- 
fophers  and  Phyficians,  fo  that  ’tis  needlefs  to  make 
any  farther  rebearfal  of  them. 

My  purpofe  is  onely  to  tell  by  what  means,  and 
by  what  moft  excelling  way  that  innate  virtue,  ope¬ 
ration,  and  efficacy,  which  God  hath  implanted  in¬ 
to  them,  may,  and  indeed  ought,  by  the  dexterity 
and  induftry  of  Man,  to  be  feparated  from  their 
dead  Faeces  and  Husks,  and  be  concentrated  and  ap¬ 
plied  in  a  convenient  form  to  Difeafes,  and  be  redu¬ 
ced  into  a  moft  pleafant  and  acceptable  Effence. 
But  fome  may  obje6t  and  fay,  what  good  is  here  in 
beftowing  fuch  a  deal  of  labour  and  care  to  extraft 
the  virtues  out  of  Herbs,  and  concentrate  them, 
and  foat  laftadminifterthemto  the  Sick  ?  Will  it  not 
be  all  one, if  any  one  know  their  natures, virtues  and' 
properties,  (the  which  may  abundantly  enough  be 
known  by  the  large  defcription  given  of  them,  in 
the  Books  both  of  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Phyfici- 
ans)  and  fo  make  ufe  of  them,  green  and  dryed, 
according  as  they  are  at  hand, or  elfe  firft  fteepthem 
in  Wine,  Ale,  Water,  or  any  other  drink  ufed  at 
Meals,  or  elfe  boil  them  therein,  or  omit  thedecoc 
tion,  and  drink  the  infufion,  and  fo  adminffier  help. 
Will  not  that  perform  the  very  fame  effeft,  that  the 
well  prepared,  pure,  fubtile,  fweet,  and  efficacious 
efience  will  I  anfwer  that  without  queftion,  there 
is  extracted  fome  kind  of  virtue  out  of  the  Herbs,  by 
fuch  a  kind  of  infufion  in  Wine,  Ale,  or  fuch  other 
like  drinks,  and  is  together  with  the  Wine  carried 
into  the  Body,  and  etfeds  no  fmall  things,  if  it  meets 
not  with  too  much  mattef  that  is  to  be  turned  out. 
But  yet  no  body  will  deny  but  that  their  virtues  be¬ 
ing  extraifted  and  concentrated,  and  taken  in  a 
fpoontull  Wine  or  Ale,  will  operate  more  fpeedi- 
ly,  and  be  taken  in  more  pleafantly,  and  difplay  its 
virtues  more  etfedually  than  the  boiled  Herbs,  or 
its  infufion  ;  wherein  by  reafbn  of  the  virtue  of  fome 
few  drops  as  it  were  lying  hid  in  a  whole  handfull 


of  Herbs,  we  are  conftrained  to  drink  down  toge¬ 
ther  herewith  fuch  a  deal  of  Wine  or  Ale,  which 
too  is  rendred  very  unplealant  and  ungratefull  by 
the  Herbs :  This  the  Ancient  Phyficians  well  obler- 
ved,  and  made  an  accurate  learch  many  Ages  ago, 
by  what  means  they  might  beft  of  all  prepare  Herbs 
fundry  ways,  fo  as  to  be  taken  inwardly  with  de¬ 
light,  and  be  encreafed  in  their  virtues.  Thence 
it  came  topafs  thatfo  many  preparations  arc  brought 
into  the  Difpenfatories,  which  abide  in  ufe  even  to 
this  very  day :  amongft  which  there  are  diftilled 
Waters,  Oils,  Balfoms,  Ointments,  Juices,  Eledu- 
aries.  Conferves,  and  fuch  like  ;  .the  which.  I 
not  by  any  mans  rejed,  but  onely  mention  how  the 
virtues  of  Herbs  may  be  adminiftred  to  the  Sick, 
in  a  far  more  pleafant  form.  It  is  all  one  to  me,  if 
the  aforefaid  and  uflial  preparation  of  Herbs  be  ftill 
in  beft  repute  and  fo  continue,  for  I  neither  low 
there,  norexped  to  reap  thence.  And  Ihould  I 
need  their  help  (which  God  forbid )  and  that  I  had 
no  better  to  fupply  my  neceffity,  1  would  give  God 
thanks,  for  his  vouchfafing  me  a  part  of  thofe  pre¬ 
pared  Herbs,left  I  be  conftrained  to  make  ufe  of raw 
Herbs,  in  that  manner  that  the  Cows  eat  graft,  but 
yet  that  I  have  better,  no  Body  can  blame  me,  if  I 
rather  ufe  them,  and  am  willing  to  communicate 
them  out  of  love  and  duty  to  my  Neighbour.  Veri¬ 
ly  no  Body  is  compelled  to  do  otherwife  than  as 
pleaferh  him,  one  ufeth'  Herbs  in  an  infufion  of 
Wine,  another  eats  them  with  Vinegar,  Salt,  and 
Oil,  another  takes  them  green  as  they  are,  and  cuts 
them  finall,  mixeth  them  with  Sugar,  and  allbon  as 
they  are  come  to  a  dryneft,  brings  them  into  Pow¬ 
der,  and  rakes  them  in  fome  Broth ;  Another  may 
thicken  them  with  Honey,  and  Sugar,  fqueeze  them 
in  a  Preft,  and  fo  ufe  them.  And  plainly  ’tis  no 
matter  what  way  a  Man  takes  in  ufing  them.  Some 
there  are  that  can’t  abide  any  Powders,  becaufe 
they  ftick  to  their  Gullet  and  will  not  paft 
down  into  the  Stomach,  others  can’t  endure  Pills, 
and  fome  you  will  meet  with  to  whom  all  fweet 
things  as  Honey  and  Sugar  are  diftaftfull.  And  you 
will  find  many  too  that  can’t  endure  Wine  or  Ale, 
wherein  Herbs  have  been  fteeped  but  all  night.  Up¬ 
on  this  account  venerable  Antiquity  confidered  of 
fo  many  preparations  of  Herbs,  that  if  haply  one 
way  did  not  like  them  in  adminiftring  them,  the 
Phyfician  might  make  ufe  of  another  way,andfoMen 
did  year  after  year  attempt  more  and  more  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  fweet  Medicaments,  and  fb  trimmed  and 
adorned  their  fharmaco-pceas  daily  by  little  and  little, 
and  brought  it  to  a  better  ftate  :  And  that  is  thus 
evident  (1  will  now  fpeak  onely  of  the  Vegetables,) 
viz,,  there  are  to  be  found  almoft  in  all  well  confti- 

tuted 
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tilted  Vharmacofxa  burning  Spirits,  whi(^  are 
produced  (bv  diftillation)  out  of  fermented  Herbs 
L  likcwife  Salts, which  arepxtradled  out  of  calcined 
Herbs  and  again  coagulated  ;  alfo  extrafts,  an  (  > 
the  mediation  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine)  thickned  Juices 
are  extraded  ;  aUb  dilfiUed  Oils,  and  fome  coagula¬ 
ted  into  Balfbms.  And  many  more  preparations  ot 
this  kind,  and  better  forts  there  are,  which  have  not 
been  of  any  very  longftanding,  b^n  by 

little  and  little  added  by  good  and  faithfull  Phyfici- 
ans,  all  which  things  do  perform  as  much  as  they 
ought  (  or  may  be  expected  in  the  rank  in  which 
they  are  )  nor  ought  any  one  to  throw  them 
clear  otF.  But  now  if  any  one  knows  how  ingeni- 
oufly  to  extrafl  the  virtue  of  an  Herb,  and  to  con¬ 
centrate  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  oneonely  drop 
fhall  be  of  as  much  efficacy  as  a  whole  cupfull^  of 
diftilled  Water,  or  as  a  fpoonfull  of  Powder,  Juice, 
Syrrup,  or  Conlerve.  Why  I  pray,  fhould  not  one 
drop  be  in  all  likely  hood  more  willingly  taken  than 
a  full  Cup,  or  a  fpoonfull  ?  That  which  may  be 
done  by  a  few,  needs  not  be  done  by  a  great  many 
But  haply  fome  other  will  fay,  how  can  I  be  certain 
that  there  is  a  greater  virtue  in  fome  drops  of  fome 
good  Effence,  than  in  a  whole  fpoonfull  of  dryed 
and  finely  powdered  Herbs,  or  of  green  Herbs  con- 
dited  and  beaten  with  Sugar,  or  than  a  Potfull  of 
diftilled  waters  ;  now  this  may  be  known  by  the 
virtue,  odour,  and  taft,  and  that  on  this  wife.  If  a  few 
drops  be  put  into  a  potfull  of  pure  fountain  water,  and 
beftirred  with  a  Sfatula,  the  (aid  water  doth  then  ex- 
aTly  refemble  the  odour  of  the  Herb  when  whole, 
and  doth  as  to  its  taft  agree  with  that  water  which 
is  drawn  out  of  the  green  Herb  by  diftillation.  If 
therefore  the  odour  and  taft  be  there,  the  virtue 
cannot  be  far  off,  bcfides  the  ufe  willeafily  fhew  it, 
if  both  of  them  are  in  the  proof  compared  together. 
And  this  now  cannot  be  coniradided  by  any  pro¬ 
bable  argument,  for  it  is  clearly  evident  to  every 
one,  that  fuch  a  kind  of  Effence  is  an  hundred  thou- 
fand  times  more  efficacious  ( refpedt  being  had  to  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  famej  than  the  Herb 
either  green  or  dryed  :  Befides  there  alfo  arileth  this 
benefit,  that  fuch  a  kind  of  Effence  doth  not  at  all 
lofe  any  thing  of  its  virtues  though  kept  a  great 
many  years,  whereas  the  other  preparations  and 
efpecially  the  diftilled  waters  will  grow  mufty  and 
putrifie.  But  an  Effence  will  (  if  warily  preferved  ) 
eudure  as  efficacious  above  ten,  yea  an  hundred 
years,  as  it  was  the  very  firft  day  that  it  was  made. 
Forafmuch  therefore  as  thefe  things  are  without  con- 
troverfie  thus,  we  fhould  rather  mind  the  chufing 
of  fuch  things  which  being  but  fmall  in  quantity, 
are  pleafanter  and  more  efficacious  than  thole  that 
are  of  lo  great  a  bulk,  which  indeed  areof  littleor  no 
efficacy  at  all.  There  is  no  body  will  deny,  but 
that  the  virtues  of  Herbs  are  widely  difperfed  and 
hidden  in  themfelves,  and  for  wh'ich  virtues  fake 
wc  are  forced  to  take  the  whole  Herb,  that  is,  the 
dead  body  for  that  little  virtue  that  lies  hidden 
therein,  juft  as  if  a  Man  inftead  of  Bread  fhould  eat 
the  crude  wheat  together  with  the  ftalk  whereon  it 
grows,  which  certainly  would  prove  very  hurtfull 
to  the  Stomach,  and  would  together  with  its  allaying 
our  hunger  corrupt  the  Stomach,  and  make  it  unfit 
for  digeltion.  If  therefore  the  Countrey-men  who 
are  the  moft  fluggifh  and  unapteft  Men  ot  all  others, 
have  by  a  long  courfe  of  time  arrived  unto  and  expe¬ 
rimented  this  Wifedom  and  Dexterity,  that 
the  Corn  is  not  juft  as  it  comes  out  of  the  ground 


in  its  husk  and  ftalk,  at  all  fit  for  the  ufe  of  Man, 
and  do  bkewile  well  know  that  it  is  far  more  profi¬ 
table  (if  the  grain  be  firft  threftied  out  of  the  Eare, 
then  ground  (mail  in  a  Mill,  the  husky  Bran  be  fe- 
parated,  and  then  the  pure  Meal  mixed  with  a  little 
water  and  Salt,  or  ferment  Leaven,  and  fo  the  Paft 
fuffered  to  ferment,  and  afterwards  be  baked  )  than 
to  ufe  the  crude  Corn  juft  as  it  grows,  why  fhould 
we  not  ufe'  alfo  the  utmoft  of  our  endeavours  to  ex- 
tradl  the  moft  pure  Effence  out  of  medical  Herbs, 
and  fo  to  adminifter  them  to  the  Sick  ;  than  to  ufe 
the  crude  Herb  as  it  comes  out  of  the  Earth  >  And 
this  I  inftance  onely  for  example  fake,  that  it  may 
appear  that  a  legitimal  preparation  exalteth  a  thing 
into  a  far  better  ftate  than  it  was  before.  And  this 
may  be  demonftrated  by  fundry  examples,  if  need 
required,  but  fure  here  is  no  body  that  is  fuch  an 
un  wife  Tatler  as  to  dare  to  oppofe  it.  Forafmuch 
then  as  the  cafe  ftands  thus,  that  an  extraded,  pure, 
and  fubtile  Medicine,  operates  far  more  fpeedily 
and  fafely,  than  when  prepared  after  the  common 
manner,  I  judgeit  much  amifs  to  conceal  the  way 
that  leadeth  thereunto,  and  not  to  give  diredions 
for  the  ufe  and  profit  of  ones  Neighbour.  _  Nor  in¬ 
deed  can  I  fay  that  this  invention  of  preparing  Effen- 
ces  of  Herbs  did  proceed  firft  of  all  from  my  felfi  for 
his  unknown  to  me  what  another  may  either  have 
done,  or  is  able  to  do.  But  this  I  know,  that  no  body 
hath  hitherto  mentioned  the  fame  either  in  Writings 
orotherwife,  and  that  this  preparation  is  no  where 
known  or  in  ufe.  Well  be  it  as  it  will,  whether  or 
no  others  know  it  as  well  as  I,  or  have  known  it  be¬ 
fore  me,  yet  it  ought  to  be  accompted  a  good  thing, 
that  I  bring  it  forth  to  light  for  the  fake  of  fo  many 
fick  People.  And  it  would  have  been  much  more 
acceptable  unto  me,  if  any  body  elfe  had  publifhed 
it  before  me,  and  had  eafed  me  of  this  labour.  But  - 
that  I  may  return  to  my  purpofe  ;  I  will  begin  a 
brief  but  very  clear  defeription  of  the  way  where¬ 
by  the  virtue  of  Herbs  is  to  be  extraded  and  con¬ 
centrated,  that  fo  by  this  means  they  may  be  more 
etfedually  operative  in  Difeafes,  and  be  more  com- 
modioufly  adminiftred  than  the  crude  and  unprepa-  " 
red  Herb,  and  it  is  to  be  done  as  followeth. 

The  Freparation  of  the  Ejfenees  of  Vegetables. 

TA  K  E  of  an  Herb  cleanfed  from  the  Earth, 
and  its  withered  and  putrified  Leaves,  both 
Root,  Stalk,  Leaves,  Seed  if  they  may  be  had,  as 
much  as  you  lift, but  however  let  it  be  at  the  leaft  fome 
fifty  pounds  weight,  for  the  Fermentation  will  not 
fucceed  fo  well  in  a  leffer  quantity,  as  if  taken  in  a 
due  meafure  and  plenty.  Cut  the  Herb,  final!, 
pour  Water  hereupon  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to  fill 
your  Copper  Still,  within  an  hands  breadth  of  the 
top,  urge  your  fire  fome  what  ftrohg,  and  there  will 
diftm  forth  a  clear  and  well  fmelling  Water,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  little  Oil,  which  you  muft  feparate  from 
the  Water  by  a  tritory  or  feparating  glafs,  and  re¬ 
ferve  it  apart :  then  take  out  the  Herbs  remaining 
in  the  Still,  put  more  of  your  Herbs  in,  and  diftil  the 
Water  and  Oil  as  before,,  this  repeat  fo  long,  until 
you  have  diftilled  all  the  Herbs,  always  feparating 
the  Oil  from  the  Water,  and  keeping  it  apart.  Now 
then  all  the  Herbs  being  thus  diftilled,  pour  water 
on  them  again,  and  put  thereto  a  fpoonfull  of  good 
new  Ale  yeaft,  and  let  them  ferment  together  in  a 
woodden  Veffel  covered  over  for  fome  three  or  four 
Days:  Then  when  the  Herb  begins  to  leave  off 
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working,  ’ris  enough,  and  is  fitted  to  fend  forth  in  a 
volatile  manner  by  diftillation  its  moft  pure  parts, 

Salt  and  Sulphur.  Stir  the  matter  well  with  a  flick, 
that  fo  both  thick  and  thin  may  be  well  mixed  toge¬ 
ther  ;  fill  your  Still  herewithal,  give  a  fire  by  degrees, 
that  the  Herbs  burn  not  too,  and  the  Spirit  tail  of  an 
Empyreume.  Diftill  it  with  a  Refrigatory  lb  long  as 
the  water  hath  any  favour,  the  which  you  may  ea- 
fily  find  by  rafting  it  often,  when  the  water  comes 
forth  infipid  ceafe  from  the  Diftillation,  keep  what 
is  diftilled  forth  in  glafles :  Then  empty  your  Still 
and  fill  it  again  with  more  fermented  Herbs,  even 
within  an  hands  breadth  of  the  top,  diftil  thence  the 
Spirit,  the  which  fo  long  repeat  until  there  remains 
nothing  of  the  Herb  undiftilled.  Then  having  clean¬ 
ed  the  Still  and  Refrigatory,  pour  hereinto  all  your 
diftilled  Spirits,  and  redifie  them,  take  onely  the 
ftrong  Spirits,  pour  out  the  infipid  water  left  in  the 
Still  ;  redifie  the  Spirit  again  in  an  Alembick  in  B. 
M.  and  it  will  again  put  off  an  infipid  water ;  and  if 
need  be  repeat  this  redification  yet  once  more  in  a 
glafs  Alembick,  that  fb  the  Spirit  being  exalted  by  a 
farther  operation  may  become  very  ftrong  aind  fub- 
til,  and  its  internal  Vertue  may  be  concentrated. 
So  then,  now  take  the  Herb  from  which  the  Oil 
and  Spirits  proceeded,  make  thereof  fmall  Balls 
which  dry  in  the  Sun  or  at  the  Fire,  burn  them  un 
toAfhes,  from  which  Afhes  extrad  the  Salt  with 
the  infipid  water  left  in  redifying  your  Spirit,  and 
coagulate  it ;  This  Salt  you  muft  again  diffolve  with 
more  new  water  and  filter,  and  coagulate  it  and 
then  it  is  enough.  To  one  part  of  this  Salt,  pour 
two  parts  of  the  redified  Spirit,  and  gently  abftrad 
it  in  a  B.  M.  and  fb  the  Spirit  will  receive  into  it 
lelf  afmuchasit  needeth  of  the  fixed  Salt,  and  bring 
it  over  with  it  felf  by  the  Alembick  ;  But  the  fixed 
Salt  holds  back  the  Phlegm,  which  as  yet  lurked  in 
the  Spirit,  But  now  the  Salt  thus  moift,  if  it  be  a- 
gain  fired  (  or  calcined  )  is  as  good  as  it  was  before 
To  this  Spirit  thus  concentrated  even  to  the  utmoft, 
pour  an  half  or  a  third  part  of  the  Oil  you  diftilled 
before  out  of  the  laid  Herb,  mix  them  together  by 
(liaking  them  well,  and  the  Concentrated  and  Alka- 
Kzated  Spirit  will  in  a  moment  devour  his  faid  pro¬ 
per  Oil,  and  will  all  of  it  be  converted  into  a  clear 
efficacious  and  pleafant  Eflence.  In  which  Elfence 
the  volatile  Salt  and  Sulphur  of  that  Herb  are  united 
with  the  fixed  Salt,  and  are  to  be  accompted  of,  as  a 
pleafant,  penetrative,  efficacious  Elfence,  and  friend¬ 
ly  to  nature  ;  the  which  may  be  mixed  and  profita¬ 
bly  taken  with  any  Liquor:  A  few  drops  of  which 
have  more  Vertue  than  a  whole  handfull  of  the  crude 
Herb.  And  this  Effence  being  taken  into  the  Body, 
doth  not  onely  operate  more  efficacioufly  in  thofe 
kinds  of  Difeafes  which  the  Herb  ferved  for  before 
its  being  thus  prepared,  but  doth  alfb  (by  reafbn.ot 
its  fubtil  purity)  more  fpeedily  difplay  its  Vertues, 
and  being  externally  applied,  doth  (by  its  Odour  ) 
corroborate  the  Heart  and  Brain  beyond  all  other, 
how  fweet  and  odoriferous  fbever  thickened  Oils, 
prepared  with  Civet,  Musk  and  Ambergrefe ;  all 
which  if  compared  with  this  Effence,  are  to  be  ef 
-  teemed  of  as  a  dead  Body:  For  in  thisFlTence,  the 
Volatile  Salt  which  is  conjoyned  with  the  Oil,  doth 
prefently  introduce  (  or  lead  it  inwards  )  and  make 
it  fubtil,  even  to  Admiration.  And  fo  this  Medi¬ 
cine  ferves  as  well  for  inward,  as  for  outward  Ufes. 
And  certain  it  is,  that  the  fweet  Odour  of  any  Herb, 
fuch  an  one  as  by  which  the  Heart  might  be  com¬ 
forted,  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  doth  fbmetimes  cf- 


feift  more  than  another  comforting  Medicine  taken 
into  the  Body  For  the  Heart  of  a  Man  lives  of  the 
Air,  as  a  Fifh  doth  in  the  Water,  the  which  being 
pure,  the  Heart  becomes  alfb  well  thereby,  and  fbon 
the  contrary  ill.  Why  fhould  a  Man  love  to  fmell  at 
Flower,  did  not  the  fweet  Odour  comfort  his  Heart 
and  Brain,  and  were  not  his  Spirits  refrefhed  there¬ 
by.  If  then,  the  Flower  and  Herb  eftefteth  thus 
much,  where  the  fweet  and  comforting  Spirits  are 
as  yet  encompaffed,  involved,  wildly  diffufed,  and 
tied  to  their  dead  Body ;  what  will  the  Spirit  do, 
being  feparated  from  the  Body,  highly  depurated 
and  again  concentrated.  Befides  the  daily,  and  (to 
all)  well  known  experience,  that  a  pleafant  Air 
refrefheth  the  Heart,  but  a  corrupt  and  infefted  Air 
(  as  is  evident  in  the  time  of  the  Plague,  doth  (  on 
the  other  hand  )  debilitate  it,  and  plainly  fuffbeate 
it  ;  It  might  be  an  eafie  matter  to  produce  Hiftories 
to  prove  and  verifie  the  fame,  but  that  it  would  be 
too  tedious  But  yet  I  muft  needs  fet  down  here 
one  or  two  memorable  ones,  for  the  better  confirma¬ 
tions  fake  of  my  Opinion.  JoJephus  de  Acofta  an  a- 
cute  and  very  expert  Philofopher,  of  the  Order  of 
the  Jefuits,  wrote  a  Book  of  the  Condition  and  Pro- 
3erty  of  thelfles  of  the  Indies  newly  found  our, 
and  amongft  other  things  in  the  third  Book,  and 
ninth  Chapter,  fpeaks  of  things  no  lefs  incredible 
than  true,  concerning  the  nature  of  fbme  Winds 
which  (in  fome  Provinces  feituate  beyond  Chih)  leap 
down  as  it  were  from  the  Tops  of  Mountains  and 
Defarts,  and  faith  of  them,  that  thefe  Winds,  do  (by 
reafbn  of  the  notable  piercing  cold )  not  onely  call  or 
throw  down  for  dead,  the  Paflengers  pafling  that 
way,  who  not  dreaming  of  any  fiich  thing  are  not 
well  provided  againft  it,  but  doth  alfo  wholly  kill  fbme 
meerly  from  that  moft  fubtile  Cold,  fo  contrary  and 
extremely  inimicitious  to  the  Spirits  and  Life  of  Man. 
For  even  as  a  pleafant  and  temperate  Air  doth  preferve 
and  cherifh  our  vital  Spirit,  and  nourifheth  it;  fb 
on  the  contrary  an  intemperate  and  cold  Air,  doth 
fuffocate  and  kill  it :  The  which  thing  is  wont  to 
ha  1- pen  to  fuch  as  fail  at  Sea,  for  there  the  Air  is 
inteded  by  the  motion  of  the  fait  Sea,  and  doth  fo 
atted  and  debilitate  thofe  that  are  unaccuftomed 
thereunto,  and  efpecially  their  Brain,  Heart,  and 
Ventricle(as  we  faid  above  concerning  the  cold  Wind, 
in  the  Defarts  about  ChtU)  that  it  caufeth  mento 
vomit,  their  Head  and  Heart  pains  them,  they  loath 
both  Meat  and  Drink,  until  they  are  accuftomed  to 
the  Air,  and  can  well  brook  it.  Befides  this  ftory 
I  will  yet  add  another,  to  fhew  that  an  infeded  Air 
can  bring  more  detriment  to  the  life  of  a  man,  than 
any  corporal  Poyfon.  For  a  corporal  Poyfon  in¬ 
vades  the  ftomach  onely,  which  by  the  help  of  Na¬ 
ture  doth  eafily  expel  the  fame  again,  which  is  fuffi- 
ciently  witneffed  by  all  well  known  Hiftories,  'uiz,. 
that  a  man  cafts  out  by  vomit  a  Poyfon  that  is 
drunk  down  inwardly,  but  that  fpiritual  Poyfbns  do 
haften  to  the  Heart,  to  fuffocate  the  vital  Spirit,  un- 
lefs  a  man  be  well  armed,  and  this  fhall  be  inftan- 
ced  unto  you  by  the  following  Hiftory. 

About  fbme  50  years  ago,  there  were  two  Moun¬ 
tebanks  at  Ptfrb,  that  had  their  ftafions  not  much  di- 
ftant  from  one  another,  and  they  did  each  of  them  to 
their  utmoft  commend  their  own  Treacle  which  they 
fold  to  the  Inhabitants, thereby  todifparageeach  other, 
and  each  to  allure  the  men  to  himlelf  onely.  But 
at  laft  they  came  to  a  bargain  betwixt  themfelves, 
which  was  this,  each  of  them  fhould  defend  himfelf 
with  his  own  Treacle,  againft  the  Poyfon  the  one 
Z  fhould 
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fhould  give  unrrtche  orher,  and  thereby  defend  the 
excellence  of  his  Medicine.  Well,  one  of  them  rakes 
a  huge  Toad,  fwallows  down  one  half,  gives  the  o- 
ther  halfrohis  Companion  to  devour,  the  which  he 
alfo  (wallowed  and  neither  of  them  hurt.  The  next 
day  following,  the  other  invites  his  Adverlary  and 
ufed  this  Stratagem.  He  took  a  Viper,  together 
with  a  Toad  and  put  them  into  a  Drum,  adding 
hereto  an  handfull  of  Salt,  and  ordered  the  Drum 
to  be  beaten  a  while  with  Drum  ftrcks,  with  which 
unwonted  noife  both  the  Serpent  and  Toad  being 
enraged,  breathed  forth  their  (piritual  Venomc,  and 
filled  all  the  Drum  herewith  ■  This  done,  he  bid  his 
guefi:  put  his  nofe  to  the  bole  of  the  Drum,  which 
is  ufually  about  the  middle  of  it,  for  the  letting  forth 
of  the  found,  who  as  foon  as  ever  he  had  drawn  in 
the  f piritual  Venome,  fell  backwards  and  diedpre 
fently,  not  dreaming  any  fuch  matter,  n'  r  under- 
ffanding  that  the  f'pirits  cither  good  fir  bad  have  as 
elFedual  operation  upon  the  body,  as  a  corporal 
Poyfon  hath. 

I  have  nor  inferted  thefe  two  ftories,  to  fill  the 
Paper  up  with  words,  but  to  fhew,  that  Spirits  be 
ing  feparated  and  (reed  from  their  bodies,  are  in 
there  virtue  and  operation  an  hundred  times  firon 
ger  than  the  bodies  themfelves  are,  thtmgh  conjoined 
with  their  Spirits.  The  which  thing  doth  as  well  rake 
place  in  fuch  fubjeifts  that  are  whollomeand  friendly 
to  Man's  nature,as  in  thefe  here  rehearfed.  It  is  abun 
dantly  known  how  many  good  and  fubtile  Spirits  I 
have  deferibed  for  the  fake  of  the  Sick,  in  my  lecond 
part  of  Philofbphical  Furnaces ;  yet  few  are  here  to 
be  found  that  fet  about  the  preparation  of  them 
Amongft  which  Spirits,  that  of  Sal  Jrmomackisnot 
the  meanefi,  which  becaufe  of  its  penetrating  and 
temperate  heat)  doth  exhibit  amoft  prefent  opera¬ 
tion,  -and  is  a  Spirit  worth  all  Men’s  knowledge,  and 
worthy  every  where  to  be  had  at  the  Apothecaries 
Shops.  Yet  I  have  notas  yet  feen  it  any  where  to 
be  had, though  I  deferibed  a  fhort  eafie  way  of  prepa¬ 
ring  of  it:  But  of  this  (if  God  will  '  more  (hall  be 
fpoken  in  the  next  part,  where  we  treat  of  fuch  Me¬ 
dicaments  as  are  prepared  out  of  Animals.  Such  as 
are  their  volatile  Salts, and  fixed  ones,wherein  a  great 
virtue  lieth  hidden,  and  are  (in  fome  cafes )  to  be 
far  preferred  before  thofe  Medicaments  that  are 
made  out  of  Vegetables.  But  yet  though  it  be  thus, 
Tcannot  but  admonifh  here  that  good  and  fubtile 
Medicines  are  to  be  circumfpedly  ufed,  and  not  to 
beadminiftred  to  the  Sick  in  a  greater  quantity  than 
their  nature  will  bear.  Good  and  found  Wine  is 
able  to  comfort,  and  conferve  in  health,  the  Heart, 
Brain,  and  whole  Body  of  him  that  ulcth  it  aright. 
Whereas  another  that  ufeth  it  immoderately,  even 
riie  fame  Wine  is  able  toinflame  and  infed  his  Lungs 
and  Liver,  to  poflefs  his  Head,  to  bring  a  trembling 
into  his  Hands,  and  a  Gout  into  his  Feet,  to  wea 
ken  his  Sight,  and  to  fill  his  Reins  and  Bladder  with 
the  Stone  ;  and  for  this  end  it  was  never  given  by 
God,  nor  gotten  with  fb  much  labour,  but  was  cre¬ 
ated  onely  to  ferve  for  the  health  of  Man.  O  what 
curious  fecrets  do  lie  hidden  in  the  Wine  onely  (not 
tofpeakof  Corn  and  other  Fruits)  all  which  the 
World  neither  knows  nor  cares  to  know,  and  I  have 
determined  with  my  felf  to  publifh,  in  my  Vegeta 
ble  Work,  but  yet  it  is  at  the  p'eafure  of  God,  whe¬ 
ther  he  will  permit  fo  to  dp  or  not.  It  is  fufficiently 
manifeft  by  Wine  alone,  that  the  abufe  of  a  thing 
hurts  not  th«  abufed  fubjed,  and  the  (arne  may  be 
faid  of  other  penetrating  Medicines,  whole  operation 


is  according  as  you  ule  them  Wc  do  not  luficr  a 
Child  Gi  a  Fool  (neirher  of  which aie  ampes  mtKtiSy 
to  meddle  with  a  fharp  Knife,  tor  fear  left  they 
fhould  hurt  both  themfe;ves  and  others  too  ;  but 
now  a  Wife  Man  uleih  it  aright,  and  know's  how  to 
employ  it  both  to  his  own  and  the  ufe  of  other  Men.’ 
It  then  one  hurts  another  with  aKniie,  the  fault 
lies  not  in  the  Smith  that  made  it,  becaufe  he  gave 
it  luch  a  keen  edge,  but  in  him  rather  that  ufed  it 
amils. 

Thus  much  I  judged  it  worth  the  while  to  advife 

you  of,  lelh  haply  fome  of  the  EfTences  which  1  have 

delcnbed,  fhou'd  undergo  a  wrong  cenlurc,  as  if 
they  were  too  hot,  but  if  they  fhould,  it  may  Le 
known  what  anfwer  to  give.  For  1  contefs  that  too 
much  heat  doth  as  well  extinguifh  the  Viral  Spirit 
(leeing  it  is  a  temperate  warmth  that  is  iisliieand 
nutriment)  as  the  cold,  which  is  an  enemy  to  na¬ 
ture;  and  therefore  you  arc  here  taught  not  to 
dunk  down  thefe  fiery  Ell'cnces  as  if  they"  were  your 
ordinary  drink,  but  they  muff  be  wifely  adminiltred, 
‘1,  1,  ;,  or  4  drops  at  a  time  according  as 
the  Patient  is,  in  a  fpoonfuli  of  Ale,  Wine,  or  other 
iiq  ors  And  fb  the  Medicine  penetrateth  through 
the  whole  body,  and  performeth  that  eife(5t  which 


Gob  hath  gi  cn  it. 


this  is  to  be  known,  that 


the  force  andeilence  of  al!  good  and  wholfome Herbs 
conliftech  t/f  heat,  the  which  by  how  much  the 
iiioie  It  is  dilated  and  diffuled  throughout  the  body 
of  thatFierb,  lo  much  the  lets  obiervable  is  it  ;  and 
by  how  much  it  is  contra^;i’ed,  by  fb  much  the  more 
vifibly  and  fenfibly  is  it  apprehended.  Whatfbever 
3'ields  a  temperate  heat,  is  acceptable  and  wholfome 
to  nature  ;  and  conrrarily,  whatfbever  rerngeiateth 
too  much,  all  that  is  iaimicitious  and  deadly,  and 
this  even  every  one,  to  whom  nature  is  in  any  fmall 
meafure  known,  is  enforced  to  acknowledge. 

The  death  and  deftrudion  of  the  li’e  of  tvlan,  is 
no  other  thing  laving  a  dilliini  itude  and  contrariety, 
whereby  that  which  is  alike  and  teniperaie  is  deffroy- 
and  diflipated,  whether  it  be  done  by  tot)  much 
heater  too  much  ed.d,  ’tis  both  on  the  lame  manner. 
Loo  much  heat  doth  exhauft  the  flrength  out  of  a 
Mans  body,  juft  as  a  great  fire  draws  to  its  felf  a 
lelicr.  But  a  mighty  cold  drives  the  fpirt  and  iiie  of 
a  Man  to  the  heart,  and  is  worfe  than  the  heat,  but 
yet  more  infenfible,  and  this  is  clearly  evident  in 
Wine,  which  being  fet  in  a  VeOei  at  the  Fire,  ihe 
Sun,  or  fome  warm  place,  the  heat  draws  to  it  lelf 
the  fpirit»  and  life  of  the  Wine,  and  leaves  behind 
an  inlipid  or  unfavory  matter,  becaufe  like  covers 
its  like;  but  if  a  Vellei  filled  with  Wine,befetin  an  iii- 
rcnle  cold,  that  cold  doth  not  attract  the  Spirit  as 
the  Fire  did  ;  but  hares  it  as  being  unlike  it,  dri  es 
it  into  a  little  room  into  the  center  of  the  Vellei,  fo 
that  having  broken  the  Vtlfel  and  feparated  the  Ice, 
the  Ij-  int  will  be  lound  whole  by  it  felt,  w  hich  other- 
wife, and  in  the  heat  did  aicerid  and  might  be  caught 
in  a  Receiver  let  hereto.  So  then,  the  Spirit  is  con- 
Itrained  as  well  by  too  much  cold,  as  by  too  much 
heat  to  forfake  its  Soul  and  Habitation  and  leave  it 
to  the  power  of  Death. 

And  many  things  might  be  fpoken  both  of  the 
nature  of  hear  and  cold  which  are  underlfood  but 
by  few.  There  lies  hid  Jen  therein  great  Arcanurfis 
which  is  not  at  all  fit  for  the  contemners  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  withall.  An  hot  and  temperate  Air, 
and  the  light  of  the  day  being  difpeifed  widely  or  a 
far  of,  are  the  graces  and  virtue  of  God.  But  the 
concentrated  hoc  Air  and  Light  of  the  Day,  what 

can 
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can  they  be  elle  but  God  himlelf,  the  Habitation 
ot  pure  Spirits.  The  darkfbme  and  cold  night  is 
nothing  elle,  but  the  emitted  and  widelv  dilperled 
or  dilated  curfe  and  wrath  of  God.  But  the  con 
centrated  and  dark  night  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  e 
j  ternally  mortifying  power  and  center  of  all  evil,  and 
1  Habitation  of  evil  Spirits,  where  is  howling  and 

■  gnalhing  ot  Teeth.  Do  but  a  little  confider,  what 

:  is  it  that  a  little  concentrated  hanofull  as  it  were  oi 

i  the  Sun  will  not  do  ^  will  not  the  heat  kindle  Wood, 
I  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  and  melt  Lead  and  Tin 

what  would  not  the  Sun  do  if  intercepted  the 
breadth  of  three  or  four  paces  >  without  doubt  u 
would  fuffice  to  melt  Iron  and  Copper.  But  it  ex 
ceeds  all  underftanding  to  guefs  if  the  (Lining  Sun 
!  were  concentrated  a  miles  breadth  what  would  it 

j  then  d  o.  But  yet  it  is  likely  that  it  would  burn  up 

■  the  whole  World  in  a  moment,  and  make  it  vanifh 
away  in  fmoak,  fhould  the  Sun  fhine  on  it  in  this 

I  wife.  This  may  be  demonftrated  by  the  contad 
I  and  union  of  the  Sun’s  beams  in  Concave  one  a  bui 
I  ning  Glafs.  And  if  we  are  unable  to  behold  the 

i  light  of  the  Sun,  when  a  little  collected  by  fbme in 

!  Jftrument  becaufe  the  brightnefs  thereof  is  fuch,  as  to 

I  hurt  the  Sight;  who  is  able  to  (land  before  the  Sun 

I  it  felt,  (and  \  et  he  is  but  as  an  egrefs  or  out-gone 

j  virtue  of  God)  much  lets  before  God  himfelf  who  is 

j  the  Center  of  .ight.  And  could  thedarknefs  be  focon 
centrated  as  the  light  is,  what  an  incomprehenfible 
and  dreadfull  monfter  (fuch  as  Death,  the  Devi, 
and  the  infernal  Pit  are  1  fhould  we  fee,  which  God 
in  mercy  prevent.  For  by  how  much  the  fairer,  ex 
cellenter,  and  more  unutterable  the  concentrated 
light  is,  .  as  being  the  divine  prefence  and  clarity 
j  by  fo  much  muft  the  concentrated  darknefs  be  the 
;  more  horrible  and  more  dreadfull,  for  thefetwo  are 
t  contraries.  1  may  haply  have  made  too  wide  a  di 
i  greffion,  but  yet  thefe  things  are  well  worth  your 
I  conlideration,  thatfo  it  may  even  from  hence  appear 
1  how  little  the  nature  of  man  is  able  to  abide  the  ex- 
I  treams  and  centers  of  cither  heat  or  cold,  for  either 
I  of  thefe  is  a  death  and  poifan,  but  their  temperature 
!  is  the  life  of  a  man.  Forafinuch  therefore  as  a 
Phyheian  ought  to  be  a  Philofbpher  and  Spagyrift, 

‘  and  fuch  an  one  who  hath  nature  in  his  han.d  and 
!  power,  it  is  not  difficult  for  him  to  find  out  a  true 
temperature,which  may  give  to  nature  that  which  (he 
delires  and  Hands  in  need  of.  Thus  now  it  is  hereby 
proved,  that  my  Vegetable  Elfences  are  not  to  be 
therefore  fhunned,  becaufe  they  are  in  themfelves 
hot,  for  then  we  might  upon  the  fame  account  fhun 
God  too,  who  in  himfelt  is  a  confuming  Fire ;  bur 
it  lies  in  the  Phyficians  hands  to  temperate  and  mode 
rate  thefe  kinds  of  Elfences  with  proper  and  fuitable 
vehicles,  according  as  beft  conduceth  to  the  help  of 
I  the  Sick. 

t  Moreover  the  external  ufc  of  thofe  Efiences  is  very 
notable  in  the  cold  affecdsof  the  members,  in  which 
cafe  they  are  a  prefent  help  ;  tor  the  volatile  Spirit 
is  as  it  were  a  leading  vehicle  to  the  Oil  and  volatile 
Salt,  and  the  ufe  of  them  is  pleafanr,  if  a  little  Cot¬ 
ton  be  herewith  impregnated,  and  fo  put  to  the 
Noftrils  and  linelt  to.  It  doth  moH  notably  vivifie 
( in  time  of  intefted  Air)  and  comfort  the  Spirits, 
preferves  the  heart  from  the  corrupt  Air  and  conta 
geous  Vapours.  It  doth  alfo  correct  and  refrefh  the 
pent  up  Air  in  Parlors  and  Chambers,  dfc.  if  the 
Glafs  wherein  they  be,be  opened  and  expofed  to  the 
I  Air,  from  whence  the  fubtile  ElTence  may  be  with¬ 
out  ceafing  dilfufed  into  the  Air,  and  make  the  room 


fine!!  fweet.  So  that  whofoever  is  already  in  the 
room,  or  goerh  hereinto  will  be  refrefhed  with  the 
friendlinefs  of  the  Odour  Nor  are  they  very  dear 
neither  to  him  that  knows  how  rightly  to  prepare 
them,  and  is  not  to  feekin  manual  operations. 

,  But  now' this  method  (which  I  have  fpoken  of) 
ferves^  for  fuch  Herbs  onely  as  may  be  had  frefh 
and  penty,  and  notfb  well  for  forreign  Herbs,  dri¬ 
ed  Spices,  Woods,  Seeds,  and  Roots,  for  they,  re¬ 
quire  another  way  which  is  as  followeth. 

Trocefs  for  Spices^  dfC. 

■pOrafmuch  as  that  extraneous  well  fmelling  Ve- 
I  getables  are  not  every  where  to  be  had,  as  our 
homegrown  Herbs  are,  we  muft  deal  more  fparingly 
with  them,  and  that  on  this  wife.  They  muft  be 
powdered,  and  to  every  pound  muft  be  put  five 
or  fix  pounds  of  common  water,  and  be  macerated 
fome  three  or  four  days  in  a  warm  place  (whether 
It  be  Root,  Wood,  Herb,  Seed,  or  the  like)  then 
put  them  into  a  Still  and  by  Diftillation  draw  accor¬ 
ding  to  Artfbme  part  of  the,  water,  and  there  will 
come  forth  together  herewithall  an  Oil  of  that 
Herb  or  Fruir,  which  you  muft  fepaiare  from  the 
waters  and  keep  by  it  felf,  untill  you  get  the  Spirit 
and  volatile  Salt  alfb,  the  which  are  to  be  joyned 
with  the  Oil  and  be  converted  into  a  fweet  Elfence. 
Then  take  out  the  water  that  remains  together  with 
the  Vegetable  out  of  the  Still, put  it  in  a  wooden  Veft 
lei,  and  add  hereto  the  water  you  diftilled  and  put 
thereto  fb  many  pounds  of  Sugar  as  the  Vegetable 
weighed.  When  your  Sugar  is  diftolved  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  mix  therewith  new  Ale-yeft,  and  let  it  ftand  in 
a  warmifh  place,  and  the  Spice  will  ferment  as  if  it 
were  a  new  Herb  ;  when  it  hath  done  working,  put 
it  into  your  Still,  and  it  will  yield  a  Spirit,  like  as 
the  new  frefh  Herbs  did, and  fuch  an  one  as  will  both 
tail:  and  fmell  ftrong  of  that  Seed  or  Wood  you  diftil- 
icd,  the  which  you  ought  to  reftifie  as  is  laid  before: 
the  refidue  is  to  be  burnt  into  afhes,  the  Saltis  to  be 
exti^bled,  and  the  Spirit  to  be  thence  diftilled,  with 
which  the  Oil  is  to  be  conjoyned  according  to  the 
before  preferibed  weight. 

N.  B.  Now  forafmuch  as  the  out  landilh  Spices 
can  Icarce  be  diftilled  in  quantity  enough  at  one 
.time  onely,  fo  as  to  yield  Salt  enough  out  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  thereof,  it  will  be  well  enough,  to  ufe  the 
Salt  of  another  Herb,  inftead  of  its  own,  or  in  de¬ 
left  of  that  too,  you  may  u(e  highly  depurated  Salt 
ot  Tartar  as  a  fubfiiture,  but  yet  it  is  better  to  ufe  its 
own  proper  Salt,  provided  it  may  be  had. 

This  is  the  true  and  genuine  defeription,  how  the 
Efiences  both  of  our  own  home-grown  V egetables,and 
akewile  of  forreign  and  dry  Vegetables  are  to  be  pre¬ 
pared.  Now  remains  that  we  deferibe  the  virtue 
and  efficacy  of  the  prepared  Ellericcs ,  and  this  I 
could  do,  would  it  not  be  too  tedious,  to  de* 
Icribe  the  virtues  and  efficacy  of  the  leveral  Herbs. 
Bur  feeing  there  are  already  Books  that  are  full  there¬ 
of,  I  look  upon  it  as  luperfiucus  to  repeat  the  fame, 
but  refer  the  well  minded  Reader,  to  thofe  kind  of 
Herbals  which  treat  of  the  virtue^  of  the  laid  Herbs. 
For  whatfoever  virtues  the  Herb  either  given  or  drv 
abounds  withall,  its  Elfence  polfefleth  the  fame  much 
more  excellently, as  being  what  is  brought  into  a  fmall 
compafs,  and  fb  multiplied ;  whereas  otherwile  a 
good  part  of  the  Herb  goes  to  the  (aid  contained 
vertues ;  efpecially  of  our  Herbs  herein  Germany^  irr 
which  the  vertueis  widely  difperfed,  and  it  is  therer- 
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lore  far  more  adviledly  done  to  collc(ft  them  into  a 
narrower  room, that  they  may  be  the  more  commodi- 
ouflv  adminiftred.  This  moreover  is  well  worth  the 
noting  ;  -viz-,  that  we  can  fearch  out  the  Vertues  of 
all  Vegetables  by  their  Signature,  far  better  than  by- 
reading  thofe  Books  that  arecompofed  of  feraps  from 
one,  and  feraps  from  another  &c.  Neither  is  it  lo 
well  always  to  acquiefee  in  the  Writings  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  who  alfo  remained  ignorant  of  fuch  things  as 
God  taught  them  not,  by  nature.  Pray  what  Ma¬ 
iler  is  there  of  knowledge  that  never  erred  from  the 
truth  ?  and  who  is  it  that  you  can  in  all  things  fafely 
truft  ? 

O  !  I  could  wilh,  that  we  could  but  reade,  and 
underftand  the  Writingsand  Signs  of  the  faid  Herbs, 
by  which  it  fpeaketh  with  us,  we  fliould  not  need 
fo  many  reducing  Books.  Who  I  pray  exalted  Mofes, 
Daniel,  Jofeph,  Solomon,  and  many  other  Philofo 
phers,  to  fiich  an  height  of  Wifedom  and  Art?  It 
was  onely  God,  who  yet  lives  and  can  at  any  time 
eafily  doe  whatever  he  formerly  could  ;  who  can 
doubt  as  touching  him,  when  God  minds  the  enlight- 
ning  or  bleffing  of  any  one  with  his  Gifts,  he  makes 
no  ufe  of  any  Books,  for  this  purpofe,  and  foinftrudl 
out  of  them,  nor  doth  he  difpute  or  controvert  with 
him.  We  ftiould  feek  unto  this  Mailer  and  learn 
from  him,  and  not  out  of  the  elegantly  written  Ara¬ 
bian  ,  Grecian  and  Latine  Books.  But  now  the 
world  is  come  to  fuch  an  height  of  pride  and  errour, 
that  it  can  neither  believe  nor  comprehend  that  any 
one  can  learn  ought  but  in  the  Schools,  and  yet  the 
moft  expert  and  moft  famous  men  that  ever  lived  in 
the  world,  arrived  to  that  famous  light  of  nature 
without  making  ufe  of  the  Schools,  and  the  things 
that  they  wrote,  they  did  not  publilh  them  in  a 
llrange  Language,  but  in  their  own  Mother  Tongue, 
as  is  fufficiently  evident.  And  this  is  the  faying  to 
this  very  day,  'uiz>.  Whence  hath  this  man  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  was  never  bred  up  in  the  Schools  ? 
I  knew  him  from  his  youth,  and  that  he  had  nothing 
in  him.  Alas  good  Sir,  you  are  very  wife.  Brought 
you  with  you  into  the  World  more  than  I  did  ? 
Were  not  you  born  a  naked  Infant  as  well  as  1,  and 
that  skill  which  any  one  hath,  received  it  he  from  his 
Parents, hereditary  ?  Is  it  not  the  gift  of  God,  whether 
it  be  much  or  little  ?  Art  doth  notconfift  in  the  vari¬ 
ety  of  ftrange  Languages,  but  in  experience.  It  is 
one  Art  to  underftand  and  fpeak  feveral  Tongues,  it 
is  another  Art  to  calculate  the  Courfe  of  the  Sun, 
Moon  and  Stars,  and  to  prediA  from  them  the 
Changes  of  Times  and  Seafons.  Again,  it  is  another 
Art  to  prepare  and  purifie  the  Nature,  Properties, 
Vertue  and  Efficacy  of  all  the  Vegetables,  partly 
for  the  conlervation  of  the  Life  of  Man,  and  partly 
for  diverting  accidental  Dileales,  and  to  know  how 
to  ule  them  as  need  requires.  Befides  it  is  another 
Art,  to  get  out  of  the  Earth  thofe  many  rare  kinds 
of  the  wonderfull  Creatures  of  God,  and  thofe  Fruits 
of  the  Earth  as  the  Minerals  and  Metals,  for  Man’s 
ufe,  (  which  is  the  End  they  were  created  for,  and 
which  we  cannot  want  )  and  to  depurate  them  by 
the  Fire,  to  tranfmute  them  out  of  one  form  into  a- 
nother  better  form,  and  to  have  the  knowledge, 
underftanding  and  experience  of  them  all. 

As  concerning  the  fignature  of  Herbs,  by  which 
God  teacheth  us  their  hidden  Vertues,  many  things 
might  be  laid,  and  it  were  to  be  wiffi’d,  that  fuch  a 
knowledge  were  earneftly  defircd,  and  fought  after 
by  all  thole  that  deal  in  Phyfick,  and  do  thencefrom 
get  their  food,  there  would  not  then  be  fo  much 


need  of  troubling  ones  Brains  with  fo  many  forreign  , 
and  domeftick  Writings,  where  you  Ihall  find  one 
gainfaying  another,  and  fo  leave  they  as  doubtfull 
what  party  we  were  belt  addidl;  our  folves  unto  and  ' 
believe  ;  but  now  we  may  eafily  find  out  the  cer¬ 
tainty  and  truth  by  their  fignature,  and  diftinguilh  ; 
what  is  erroneous,  and  proceed  on  with  more  lafety 
in  all  the  pradile,  yea  and  in  time  too  (  by  God’s 
permiflion)  come  into  a  far  better  State.  And  here 
you  are  to  remember,  that  the  fignature  of  Herbs, 
do  fhew  a  Phyfician  their  Vertues  as  well  as  Books 
do,  for  indeed  they  rather  trace  by- paths,  than 
walk  in  the  way  of  truth.  And  here  would  be  a  ' 
very  convenient  place  to  treat  of  the  fignatures  of 
Vegetables,  but  forasmuch  as  I  have  written  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Book  concerning  them  (  which  God  willing) 
Ihall  fuddenly  come  abroad,  let  the  friendly  Reader 
have  a  little  patience  and  expect  it,  wherein  he  Ihall 
find  things  wonderfull  and  unheard  of. 

But  that  there  may  appear  fome  footfteps  thereof 
in  this  firft  part,  'viz,,  by  what  means' you  are  to 
meet  with  Dileales  by  the  Ellences  which  I  have 
deferibed  above,  I  could  not  omit  the  reckoning  up 
of  fome  fpecifical  ones,  which  1  have  proved  by  moft 
certain  experience  to  be  good  againft  fome  principal 
and  well  known  Dileafes  :  That  is  to  lay,  in  the  ! 
Gout,  there  is  Hellebore  but  efpecially  Helleborafter  ; 
(which  is  a  kind  of  Ellebore)  the  German's  To¬ 
bacco,  and  the  Tobacco  of  the  Weft  Indies  are  a  fin- 
gular  fpecifick  and  moft  notable  alTwager  and  helper  ‘ 
in  all  Podagrical  griefs.  Now  the  Phyfician  Ihould 
know  and  underftand,  what  the  reafon  is  that  Elle¬ 
bore  and  Tobacco  ought  to  be  uled  in  fuch  kinds  of 
Dileales.  Then  for  the  ftone,  I  commend  the  Ef 
fence  of  the  feed  of  the  Alh  [  or  Alh-keys  ]  before 
all  other  ftone-breaking  Diuretick  Medicines.  For 
verily  very  many  men  have  (by  that  fame  Medicine) 
been  freed  and  reftored  to  health,  who  have  lain 
lick  of  it  many  yearsj  infomuch  that  after  their  death 
there  hath  not  been  found  (in  anatomizing  them) 
not  fo  much  as  the  leaft  footftep  thereof  either  in 
their  Reins  or  Bladder  :  And  yet  before  they  uled  : 
this  Medicine,  they  were  almoft  every  day  pained 
with  the  fame.  This  fpecifick  is  made  of  the  feed  of 
Alh,  which  is  ufually  ripe  in  Autumn,  the  feed 
you  are  firft  of  all  to  bruile  well,  and  then  mixing  ^ 
water  therewith  diftil  it  into  your  Still,  and  leparate  ‘ 
the  Oil  from  the  Water,  and  reduce  it  into  fmall 
Morfels  or  Troches  with  Sugar,  for  your  daily  ufe. 
But  a  whole  fack  full,  and  as  much  as  a  man  can 
carry,  will  fcarce  yield  you  an  Ounce  or  two  of  Oil : 
and  one  Ounce  ot  this  Oil  will  fuffice  for  two  pounds 
of  Sugar,  for  a  greater  quantity  makes  the  Sugar  too 
unpleafant ;  for  the  Oil  of  the  Alh-keys  is  very  un- 
pleafant  and  naufeous,  infomuch  that  it  will  provoke 
to  vomit,  if  too  much  of  it  be  taken,  otherwife  it  : 
performs  wonderfull  effefts  in  this  cafe.  But  now  ! 
if  out  of  what  remains  behind,  you  do  ( by  the 
means  of  fermentation  )  diftil  its  Spirit,  and  after  its 
concentration  extraift  the  fixed  Salt  out  of  the  Alhes, 
and  unite  it  with  the  Oil, then  will  you  have  a  perfeft 
Medicine,  and  moft  high  Ipecifick  in  the  ftone.  And 
feeing  that  we  treat  onely  of  Vegetables  in  this  part, 
it  will  not  be  expedient  to  mix  herewith  the  Animal 
and  Mineral  medicaments,  but  in  the  lecond  part  ■ 
fomewhat  Ihall  be  mentioned  of  Animals,  which  doth 
efficacioully  bring  forth  ftony  and  gouty  Humours. 
Infomuch  that  the  Urine  of  luch  a  fick  Perfon,  doth 
(  after  the  ule  of  this  Medicine  )  being  heated  at  the 
fire,  coagulate  ( like  Chcele  or  Cows  Milk  J  in  the 
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manner  of  natural  Calx  vive  that  is  made  out  ot 
ftones.  There  is  likewife  amongft  the  Minerals,  one 
of  them  that  efficacioufly  drives  out  the  ftone  and  gou¬ 
ty  Humours,  which  alio  we  fhall  fpeak  of,  in  its  due 
place, in  the  third  part.  In  fome  internal  affefts  of 
the  Liver  and  Spleen,  and  in  all  concreted  Blood  be 
it  from  a  bloWj  fall,  or  any  other  accident,  the  Ef 
fence  of  St.  iyo/:»«’s  wort  bears  the  chieteft  note;  For 
it  banifheth  away  all  pains,  refolveth  congeal’d 
Blood,  and  healeth  an  hurt  (  or  wounded  )  afted; 
provided  the  evil  be  not  too  inveterate.  As  for  the 
Uterine  affeds  of  Women,  when  the  Womb  hath  ta¬ 
ken  Cold  and  is  moved  out  of  its  place,  or  otherwife 
hurt,  the  which  produceth  to  Wornen  many  diffi¬ 
cult  and  chronical  Difeafes ;  the  Eflences  of  Tobac¬ 
co,  Henbane,  (  of  all  forts)  being  applied  by  means 
of  a  Spunge  in  a  Uterine  Inftrument,  aie  a  moft  cer¬ 
tain  lenative  and  fure  Medicine;  they  reftore  the 
Mamx  to  its  place  and  quietude,  and  heal  all  other 
infirmities.  In  weak  decrepid  and  decayed  men, 
what  will  not  the  true  Effence  of  Rofes  and  Cinamon 
do  if  often  taken,  it  comforts  the  Heart  and  Brain 
above  all  other  Medicaments:  But  this  Effence  muft 
be  prepared,  and  concentrated  into  a  narrow  room, 
that  lb  one  or  two  drops,whether  put  on  the  Tongue, 
or  put  to  the  Nofe,may  corroborate  the  whole  Body 
'by  its  vertue,and  theftander  by  may  have  enough  to 
do  to  admire  its  fweec  Odour. 

N.  B.  If  any  one  hath  a  mind  to  make  fuch  an 
Effencel  it  behoves  him  that  he  firft  gets  the  true 
Oil  of  Rofes,  which  is  diftilled  out  of  the  yellow 
Thrums  on  which  the  Rofes  grow,  and  not  out  of 
Lignum  Rhodium,  and  is  gotten  out  by  the  mediation 
of  water  (but  you  muft  not  ferment  them  before 
you  have  gotten  their  Oil )  then  afterwards  ferment 
them  with  new  Yeaft,  whereby  you  may  get  their 
Spirit,  for  if  you  obferye  not  this  method,  you  will 
effed  nothing,  the  reafon  is  this:  becaufe  if  you  fet 
them  a  fermenting  firft,  the  Oil  (  as  being  the  beft 
and  mbft  efficacious  part)  is  mixed  and  united  with 
the  Spirit,  and  fo  widely  dilated,  that  it  will  be  a 
hard  matter  again  to  concentrate  it.  Well,  what 
(hall  I  need  fay  more  of  the  vertue  and  efficacy  of 
the  vegetable  Effences,  feeing  that  the  Nature  and 
Vertue  of  them  is  enough'  known  already  :  But  yet 
thus  much  I  muft  needs  confefs,  that  I  have  not  in 
all  my  life  time  feen  any  thing  done,  which  was 
more  fweet,  friendly  and  efficacious,  than  thefe  Ef 
fenfes  of  Vegetables.  For  if  the  Ellences  are  but 
prepared  according  to  this  defeription  of  mine,  we 
can  hardly  be  fatisfied  with  their  Odour,  efpecially 
if  made  out  of  well  fmelling  Herbs,  as  Rofes,  Violets, 
Clove-gilli-flowers,  Bawm,  Camomile,  Pennyroyal, 
and  other  fuch  like.  Befides  fuch  kind  of  Effences 
may  be  made  out  of  Gums,  when  their  Oil  is  driven 
forth  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  (  left  elfe  they  favour  of 
an  Empyreum,  and  become  unpleafant  J  but  with 
this  Provifo  that  you  ufethe  Alcalizated  well  fwelling 
Spirit  of  of  fome  other  Herb,  whofe  Odour  is  not 
much  unlike,  for  the  Gums  do  not  afford  a  Spirit. 
Now  there’s  AJJdFcetida,  or  Benzoin, Storax,  Maftick, 
Camphire,  Amber,  and  the  like,  nay  even  Civet, 
Musk,  and  Ambergrefe  may  be  reduced  into  very 
fair  and  pellucid  Elfences,  by  an  Alcolizated  Spirit, 
and  be  rendered  far  more  pleafant  than  the  common 
Musk,  Ambergrefe,  and  Civet:  For  the  volatile  Salt 
contained  in  the  Spirit,  makes  the  Body  volatile  and 
fpiritual,  fo  that  at  the  openingof  the  Glafs,  where¬ 
in  fuch  an  Eflence  is,  the  whole  room  will  be  filled 
with  the  fweetnefsof  the  Odour;  But  more  of  this 


in  the  fecond  and  next  following  parr,  wherein  (hall 
be  taught,  by  what  means  a  iweet  Odour  may  be 
extracted  out  of  our  finall  Animals  in  Germanj,'  not 
unlike  to  Civer.  What  fhall  I  fay  more,  methinks  I 
have  done  enough,  he  that  underftan'ds  not  this, 
would  much  le(s  underhand  the  things  that  are  more 
fubtil,  fhould  they  be  deferibed.  And  though  I 
could  fhew  a  far  more  compendious  way  of  prepa¬ 
ring  Effences,  yet  haply  the  ingratitude  of  the  World 
being  confidered,  this  that  1  have  already  done  is 
too  rnuch,  and  if  any  is  minded  to  carp  at  thefe  here, 
let  him  firft  give  us  better  than  thefe,  but  they  will 
have  a  care  how  they  attempt  that.  For  he  that  is 
endowed  with  underftanding,  even  he  alio  under- 
ftands  that  the  labour  and  diligence  of  another 
man  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  bedilefteemed,  for  the  truth 
will  remain  truth  though  never  fo  much  expofed  to 
injuries.  And  as  we  have  (aid,  that  good  and  effi¬ 
cacious  Effences,  may  be  prepared  out  of  pleafant 
arid  well  finelling  Herbs  :  Even  fo  by  the  fame  rule 
may  ill  finelling  ones  be  made  out  of  bad  fmelling 
Vegetables  and  Animals,  which  alfo  have  their  ulb 
and  are  profitable,  as  in  the  fuftocafion  of  the  Ma¬ 
trix,  where,  (  for  the  moft  part  luch  things  that 
egregioufly  ftink  are  applied  to  Womens  Noftrils, 
that  (by  their  grievous  fmell)  they  may  irnpead 
and  reprefs  the  riling  up  of  the  Womb:  And  this 
doth  fometimes  fucceed  very  profperoufly  j  thefe  are 
JJJd  Foetida,  Cafioreum,  burnt  Rags,  burnt  Feathers 
and  fuch  like,  which  yield  a  moft  filthy  Odour  ; 
And  if  now  trie  unprepared  Body,  in  which  the  O- 
dour  lies  largely  dilated  doth  neverthelels  perform 
notable  Operations,  what  would  it  be  think  you  if 
the  Oil  of  fuch  bad  fmelling  things  were  cohjoyned 
with  the  volatile  Alcolizated  Spirit  ?  1  fay  it  would  dd 
more  than  the  crude  Body,  not  onely  ten,  but  twen¬ 
ty  or  thirty  times  more.  But  amongft  all  the  fetid 
and  ill  fmelling  things,  which  are  not  inimicitious  to 
Nature,  thefe  1  find  the  ftrongeft,  ‘viz,  the  black 
Oil  of  Tartar,  which  is  drawn  forth  by  diftillation, 
and  that  too  which  is  diftilled  out  of  Goats  horns. 
Hogs  hoofs.  Birds  feathers,  and  the  Hairs  of  all  Ani¬ 
mals,  all  which  do  ftink  extreamly,  and  yet  are  noc*^ 
hurtfull  unto  man,  as  thofe  ftinks  are  which  proceed 
from  rottennefs,  as  from  dead  Beafts,  Fifties,  rotten 
Eggs,  and  liich  like,  whofe  ftink  is  wholly  inimicitious 
to  the  Spirit  of  Life,  do  threaten  its  deftruftion,  and 
are  (as  much  as  poffible  can  be)  to  be  Ihunned. 
For  the  Heart,  Brain,  and  whole  Body  is  therewith 
infected,  and  debilitated.  But  why  fuch  ftrong 
fmelling  Oils  as  thofe  are,  that  come  from  Beafts  horns. 
Hairs,  and  Hoofs,  do  not  perform  the  fame,  fhall  be 
told  in  the  following  fecond  part,  where  we  will 
treat  of  Animals  and  of  fuch  parts  of  them,  as  may 
be  made  ufe  of  for  Medicine. 

And  thus  will  I  put  an  end  to  the  firft  part  of  my 
Spagyrical  Pbarmacopxa,  and  would  have  the  Rea¬ 
der  admoniftied  that  ( if  he  would  ufe  this  my  De¬ 
feription  of  Effences  )  he  would  have  a  watchfull 
Eye  by  whom  they  are  prepared,  and  not  truft  e- 
very  Body  that  hath  fearce  faluted  even  the  very 
firft  entrance  of  Art,  and  yet  dares  to  make  Medica¬ 
ments,  and  adminifter  them  to  others  For  under 
this  covering  will  be  exercifed  great  deceit,  for 
fome  will  not  for  their  gain  lake,  beftow  fo  much 
Labour  and  Cofts,  as  to  make  Effences  out  of  good 
and  new  Herbs,  butlcrape  up  any  thing,  that  there¬ 
by  they  might  onely  bring  forth  fbmewhat  or  other 
that  may  refemble  the  Odour  and  Savour  of  the 
Herb.  And  although  fuch  Eftences  fhould  be  pre- 
A  a  pared 
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pared  of  Ibme  of  the  beft  Vegetables, yet  the  covttouf- 
nefs  of  profit  may  caufe  that  the  Spirit  be  in  too 
great  a  quantity  mixed  with  the  Oils,  which  may 
cafily  be  done,  if  to  one^  part  of  Oil,  five,  eight, 
ten,  or  twelve  parts  of  Spirit  be  taken,  becaufe 
the  Spirit  is  eafier  to  be  had  than  the  Oil,  (whereas 
according  to  my  prefeription  tw’o  or  three  parts 
are  to  be  taken  onely)  and  therefore  may  you  ea- 
fily  conjedure,  that  fuch  Efiences  are  far  lefs  effica¬ 
cious  ;  for  the  greateft  virtue  confifts  in  the  Oil,  the 
which  being  by  the  Alcalizated  Spirit,  made  volatile 
and  penetrable,  is  introduced  (or  carried  more 
inwards,  j  And  befides  this  is  not  all,  but  there  may 
be  another  abufe  too,  as  when  a  Man  willing  to 
fpare  his  own  labour,  doth  not  himfelfmake  the 
Oils,  but  buys  them  cheap  from  fome  fweet  Pow¬ 
der  makers,  which  Oils  may  (and  fometimes  ’tis  fd) 
have  in  length  of  time  loft  their  moft  fubtile  part, 
and  are  become  rank  and  clammy,  and  fo  makes 
ufe  of  fuch,  from  whence  no  laudable  matter  can  be 
efteded,  as  is  manifeft  to  every  Body.  But  admit 
it  be  fo,  that  new  Oils  can  neither  be  had  nor 
prepared  with  your  own  hand,  becaufc  of  the  de- 
fed  of  the  Commodity,  yet  may  fuch  Oils  as  are 
never  fo  old  and  never  fb  much  clammy  be  rendred 
ufefulljif  they  are  firft  diftilled  and  thenredified  in  a 
Retort,  by  Spirit  of  Salt ;  For  then  they  come  over 
clear,  and  become  fit  for  an  Alkalizated  Spirit  to 
difiblve  them,  w’hich  fuch  Oils  as  are  old  will  not  do. 
This  I  thought  good  to  advife,  left  haply  he  that 
thinks  he  enjoys  a  good  Medicine,  fhould  impute 
the  blame  to  me,  or  lay  the  fault ‘to  the  Effence, 
when  the  effed  anfwers  not  his  expedation  :  For 
thus  it  hath  hitherto  hapned  to  my  Medicaments, 
and  doth  even  to  this  day  fall  out  fo,  'viz,,  that 
very  many  (in  fundry  places)  do  falfcly  pretend  as 
if  they  knew  my  fecrets,  but  ’tis  untrue,  and  ameer 
diabolical  couzenage,  for  they  adminifter  their  own 
unprofitable  Medicaments,  filing  them  for  mine, ' 
and  efpecially  my  Fanacea  and  Tindure  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  which  notwithftanding  hath  no  affinity  with 
mine,  and  what  is  more  too  they  fear  not  to  affirm 
that  fuch  Medicaments  are  made  by  my  univerfal 
Men^ruum  (which  they  neither  underftand  nor 
know  how  to  ufe.)  And  becaufe  here  falls  in  fbme 
mention  of  this  Menfirtmm^  ’twill  be  expedient  to 
lay  Ibmewhat  of  it,  -viz,,  what  is  to  be  underftood 
concerning  it,  feeing  there  are  lb  many  various  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  fame.  Moft  People  think  that  the  Al- 
kaheft  is  a  fubtile  water,  whether  drawn  out  of  the 
Air  by  certain  inftruments,  or  prepared  by  fubtile 
.  Diftillations,  but  in  this  opinion,  they  err.  But  yet 
I  will  not  deny  but  an  efficacious  water  may  be 
drawn,  not  onely  out  of  the  Air,  but  alfo  out  of  the 
moft  intenfe  light  of  the  Sun,  and  thus  I  my  felfhave 
fometime  done.  But  this  moift  dry  Mmjiruum  which 
I  call  by  the  name  Alkaheft,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
Salt  of  the  Earth,  and  may  be  ufed  both  in  a  moift 
and  a  dry  form,  and  thus  much  the  very  Etimolo- 
gy  of  the  word  fignifies,  if  rightly  lookt  into  and 
read,  •viz,.  Alkali  efi,  for  the  word  Alkaheft  is  com¬ 
pounded  of  two  words,  of  Alkali  and  ey?,  where  the  / 
and  i,  by  a  tranfverfe  line  are  made  one  lettter,  <viz,. 
A,  and  is  then  read  Alkaheft,  but  rake  away  the 
tranfverfe  line,  and  then  ’tis  read  Alkali  efi.  Hence 
’tis  manifeft  to  every  body,  that  I  have  not  rafhly 
impofed  that  name  upon  this  Menfiruum^  but  have 
thereby  openly  named  the  fubjed.  For  this  very 
reafbn  it  will  be  very  expedient  to  fufpend  your  judg¬ 
ment,  and  not  to  be  fo  hafty  in  uttering  your  opi- 
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nion  and  cenfure  of  fuch  a  thing  as  you  do  not' at  all 
know,  but  rather  think  thus,  who  knows  if  I  under¬ 
ftand  what  I  fay  pr  nor :  I  may  happen  to  fay  fbme- 
whar  unadvifedly  which  may  eafily  be  refuted,  the 
which  we  fee  here  ro  be  done.  For  there  have  been 
various  difeourfes  of  this  Menjlruum,  asif  1  had  given 
it  a  name  fo  famous  without  any  ground,  feeing  it 
arifeth  from  Salt  onely,  when  as  the  Alkaheft  is  a 
fubtile  water.  Bur  by  what  I  have  abovefaid  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  I  have  not  given  it  an  improper  name 
but  have  called  it  by  its  peculiar  Title  ;  the  which 
I  did  for  the  fakes  of  fuch  as  contend,  to  pi  event  any 
future  controverfie  about  the  name  thereof,  but 
how  it  is  to  be  ufed  as  to  thofe  fecrets  contained  in 
Miraculum  Mundi^xs  not  to  be  fpoken  of  here.  Let  it 
fuffice  the  well  minded  Reader  that  I  do  again,  and 
again  affure  him,  that  all  and  every  of  the  things  I 
have  there  fpoken,  may  without  controverfie  be  done 
by  this  one  onely  fubjeift,  viz.  the  Salt  of  the  Earth. 
And  fb  that  Treatife  doth  rightly  deferve  the  Title 
of  Miraculum  Mundi.  But  yet  1  do  again  by  way  of 
Summary  as  ’twere,  Admonifti,  if  any  one  fhould 
ufe  this  my  Effence,  and  have  it  not  rightly  prepa¬ 
red,  he  throw  not  the  blame  on  me,  as  that  I  had 
written  unprofitable  things,  but  rather  let  him  that 
has  not  rightly  prepared  it,  bear  the  blame. 

But  yet  tis  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  men  of  all 
ftates  or  conditions  will  in  procefs  of  time  endea¬ 
vour  the  preparing  of  thofe  Elfences,  not  onely  be¬ 
caufe  they  are  a  pleafant  and  efficacious  Medica¬ 
ment,  but  withall  becaufe  of  their  comforting,  pe¬ 
netrating,  and  highly  gratefull  Odour.  For  the 
crude  and  cold  Air  in  pent  in  rooms  may  not  onely 
be  tempered  and  rendred  acceptable  and  friendly  to 
nature,  but  it  may  alfo  be  happily  and  fafely  made 
ufe  of  in  external  cafes  and  Difeafes,  as  need  requires. 

It  will  therefore  behooye  everyone  what  way  he 
may  moft  profitably  attain  them  by.  The  prepa¬ 
ration  is  eafie,  fo  he  ufe  but  diligence,  and  then  may 
a  good  quantity  of  thofe  kinds  of  Effences  of  all  the 
Vegetables  and  Spices  which  are  in  ufe  in  the  Shops, 
be  eafily  gotten.  Now  fitch  an  one  that  hath  con- 
veniencies  to  prepare  them  himfelf,  he  verily  beft 
knows  what  he  has,  and  ma)^  fafely  truft  thereto. 
There  is  alfo  great  difference  in  the  Efiences  accor¬ 
ding  as  they  are  prepared  ;  one  will  happily  pre- 
ppe  them  very  neatly,  another  but  rudely,  but  the 
difference  will  eafily  appear  as  well  by  its  efficacy 
as  by  its  fweet  fmell ;  as  for  inftance.  That  Effence 
which  is  rightly  prepared  according  to  the  aforefaid 
weight  and  proportion,  muft  neceffarily  be  very 
fubtile,  fweet,  efficacious,  and  of  a  ftrong  Odour 
and  Savour.  But  if  it  be  otherwife  ’tis  a  fign  that 
the  Oil  was  two  fparingly  added,  and  it  can’t  be 
accounted  of  as  a  rightly  prepared  Effence. 

N.  B.  The  things  which  I  have  here  fpoken,  of 
Odour  and  Savour  which  the  Effences  ought  to  have, 
are  to  be  underftood  onely  of  well- fwelling  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  fuch  as  are  Rofes,  Marjoram,  Rofemary,  Vi¬ 
olets,  Camomil,  for  the  Efiences  that  are  prepared 
out  of  thefe,  muft  needs  be  well-fmelling  and  efficaci¬ 
ous.  But  as  for  thofe  Efiences  which  are  prepared  out 
of  thofe  kind  of  Vegetables  that  have  no  fuch  notable 
Odour,it  can’t  be  expeefted  that  the  Effences  prepared 
from  them  can  afford  more  Odour  than  the  Vegeta¬ 
ble  had,  but  yet  do  they  excite  a  more  prefent  effi¬ 
cacy,  as  for  example.  The  Eflence  of  Wine  which 
doth  eafily  exceed  all  other  comfortatives  is  notwith¬ 
ftanding  void  of  any  eminent  Odour,  nor  haply  doth 
it  refemble  any  other  than  the  flower  of  the  Vine  in 
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Spring-time:  and  therefore  being  taken  into  the  bo¬ 
dy,  it  difplays  its  Virtues,  but  not  by  itS  Odour  ; 
even  fci,  neither  doth  the  Wine  it  felf  being  taken 
into  the  body  operate  by  its  Odour. 

And  hitherto  belongs  the  teaching  how;  to  come 
i  to  get  (uch  an  Efl'ence,  feeing  that  it  is  not  prepared 
I  after  liich  a  manner  as  1  have  delivered  for  the  ge- 
'  reral  dealing  with  Vegetables,  and  that,  becaufethe 
;  pleafanc  Oil  of  Wine  (  without  which  [oilinefs]  no 

I  EfTence  can  be  prepared  )  is  hard  to  come  by.  I 

i  will  therefore  teach  the  way  of  preparing  it,  but 
what  I  now  write  is  onely  for  the  fake  of  weak  and 
decrepid  old  Men,  and  alfb  the  poor,  but  not  for 
the  wifelings  and  unworthy  Deriders.  For  I  very 
well  know  that  fome  or  other  after  be  hath  read 
this  Book,  will  out  of  the  good  conceit  he  has  of 
himfelf  fay,  this  is  no  news  to  me,  I  knew  this  many 
years  ago,  Glauber  doth  not  publifh  this  of  himfelf, 
but  hath  gotten  it  elfewhere  out  of  fome  old  Book 
or  other  :  He  that  thus  judgeth  of  me  doth  for  no 
other  caufe  fay  fb,  but  out  of  envy  and  hatred  to 
detrad  from  my  Writings  :  And  the  anfwer  1  make 
to  fuch  envious  men  is  this.  That  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  one  heretofore  either  had,  or  at  pre- 
fent  hath  either  fuch  or  fuch  a  fecret  which  I  have 
made  mention  of  in  my  Writings,  or  no  .•  It  may  be 
for  ought  1  know  that  fuch  fecrets  were  e.xtant  a- 
I  bove  an  hundred  years  ago,  and  may  be  even  at 

;  prefent  in  ufe  with  fome,  that  I  know  not :  how- 

i  ever  that’s  nothing  to  me  :  For  it  is  affuredly  falfe,  if 

j  any  fay  that  I  have  borrowed  from  any  one,  or  elfe 

i  out  of  any  old  Books,  fo  much  as  one,  much  lefs  moft 

of,  or  all  the  fecrets  (  according  as  the  envious  fay  ) 
which  I  have  publiflied  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi,  or 
;  in  any  of  my  other  Writings:  But  I  obtained  them 
i  through  the  Grace  of  God  by  the  many  Trials  I 
‘ ,  made,  fearching  after  them  with  my  Cofts  and  La¬ 
bour.  And  forasmuch  as  fuch  envy  me,  therefore 
do  they  privily  fcatter  abroad  their  lies  concerning 
I  me,  which  will  in  fhort  time  (  God  permitting)  be  de- 
t  monftrared.  But  put  cafe  that  I  did  take  whatfb- 
ever  I  have  written  out  of  others,  and  out  of  anci¬ 
ent  Books,  will  they  I  pray  be  either  more  or  left 
profitable  becaufe  of  that,  than  if  they  were  my 
own ;  Is  it  not  one  and  the  fame  for  any  notable 
.  thing  to  be  emitted,  who  writes  it,  or  whom  it  pro- 
I  ceeds  from,  fo  that  it  be,  and  may  be  exceeding  pro 
fitable  to  very  many.  But  becaufe  of  this  envy  and 
calumny  which  I  undergo  from  wicked  men,  I  do 
keep  within  my  breaft  many  things,  which  other- 
wife  I  would  have  communicated  for  the  common 
'  good.  And  if  fo  be  that  they  cannot  believe  nor 
j  comprehend  what  is  mentioned  in  my  Miraculum 
^  Mundi,  (  and  yet  is  not  of  fuch  deep  fearch  as  the 
unskilfull  imagine  )  how  will  they  believe,  that  I 
!  fhould  fet  before  them  far  higher  things  ?  Well  there- 
’  fore  may  the  old  Proverb  take  place.  Secret  things 
!  are  for  Jecret  Men^  andfoolijh  things  for  fool ifh  Men. 

Now  followeth  the  proceft  of  preparing  a  com¬ 
fortable  and  pleafant  Ellence  out  of  the  Oil  of  Wine, 

I  and  its  fixt  and  volatile  Salt.  I  think  there’s  no  bo- 
:  dy  will  deny,  but  that  hitherto  there  hath  not  been 
made  any  mention  by  thofe  that  are  wont  to  dlftil 
;  Wine  of  any  fuch  thing  as  an  Oil ;  fave  that  by  thofe 
'  that  have  written,  that  the  Oil  ofWine  is  to  be  fought 
for  in  Tartar  and  in  the  Feeces,  and  that  a  black  Oil 
may  be  diftilled  both  out  of  the  dried  Faeces  of  Wine 
and  alfo  out  of  Tartar,  I  think  is  fufficlently  known 
to  all  Chymifts :  But  fuch  an  Oil  doth  purebafe  to 
it  felf  (by  this  way  of  proceeding)  fuch  an  ungrate- 


full  Odour,  that  it  is  merely  on  that  fcore,  ufed 
neither  inwardly  nor  outwardly,  though  it  be  en¬ 
dued  with  good  Vertues.  For  verily  I  do  not  yec 
know  whether  there  can  be  found  (amongft  all  o- 
ther  things )  any  thing  that  ftinks  worfe  than  that 
Oil  that  is  prepared  out  of  Tartar,  and  therewithal! 
may  ft  thou  drive  away  both  Men  and  Beafts,-  be¬ 
caufe  the  Odour  that  it  emits,  is  in  a  manner  intol- 
lerable.  Whereas  this  which  I  here  mention,  is  a 
pleafant,  friendly,  clear  and  bright  Oil,  and  is  made 
rhus.^  In  the  Vintage  time,  when  the  Grapes  are 
prefted  forth,  take  fome  pure  Muft,  let  it  ferment  in 
a  Barrel,  until  it  becomes  white,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Fences  fettle  to  the  bottom,  which  done 
begin  your  diftillation,  and  draw  out  the  Spirit,  ei 
ther  out  of  a  Copper  Still  tinnedin  the  infidc,or  fome 
Other  diftillatory  Veffel ;  of  the  Spirit  will  be  no  great 
quantity.  After  it  hath  ceafed,  take  oft' the  head, 
and  pour  that  which  remains  into  clean  Glaflcs,  let 
it  ftand  for  fom.e  days,  and  there  will  fwim  at  the 
Top  a  white  Oil,  and  fbmetimes  it  will  fettle  to  the 
bottom,  the  which  is  to  be  feparated  from  the  Muft, 
and  will  ferve  for 'the  making  the  abovefaid  Effence. 
But  the  Muft,  from  which  the^  Spirit  and  Oil  are 
taken,  may  be  mixed  with  your  other  Muft,  and  it 
Will  again  ferment  and  become  Wine,  but  if  yoii 
can’t  do  thus  for  want  of  skill,  make  thereof  a  Vine¬ 
gar.  This  is  a  moft  compendious  and  the  moft  eafie 
way  of  preparing  the  Oil  of  Wine,  and  although  I 
know  another  way  befides  this,  and  how  fuch  ari 
Oil  may  be  had  even  out  of  the  Autumn  S'eaftin,  yec 
doth  it  feem  to  me  not  fo  well  to  publifh  all  things 
together,  and  at  once  ;  This  way  of  preparation 
that  I  have  now  taught  will  to  many  be  hard  enough 
to  effed,  though  it  be  clear  enough  delcribed.  And 
you  are  to  obferve,  that  in  this  work  the  due  time  of 
diftillation  is  to  be  regarded,  'uiz^.  When  the  Muft 
is  fb  far  fermented,  as  that  its  taft  is  neither  plainly 
fweet,  nor  plainly  vinous,  but  a  midling  between 
both  ;  which  if  neglebted  the  fault  is  none  of  mine^ 
for  1  have  advifed  you  of  all  things  to  a  tittle  If 
you  begin  your  diftillation  too  fbon  before  the  Muft 
is  fufficiently  diflblved,  it  affords  no  Oil ;  if  you 
tarry  too  long,  the  Oil  precipitates  with  the  Faeces, 
nor  wilt  thou  get  ought,  and  therefore  all  things  are 
to  be  done  in  their  due  time.  But  how  this  Oil  is  to 
be  reduced,  with  his  own  Spirit,  and  his  fixt  and  vo¬ 
latile  Salt,  into  an  Eftence,  is  mentioned  before,  what 
ufe  this  Effence  ferves  for  needs  no  deferi  ption  For 

every  body  well  knows  what  a  vivifying  and  com¬ 
forting  vertue  there  is  in  Wine,  and  yet  the  Wine  is 
endued  but  with  little  Oil  (  though  the  Oil  as  we 
faid  before  is  the  beft  part  of  the  Vegetable  )  and  be¬ 
fides,  it  is  united  with  a  great  quantity  ofinfipid  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  crude  Tartar,  butthe  Eftence  is  freed  from 
thofe  Crudities  of  Water  and  Tartar,  and  is  compoun¬ 
ded  of  a  due  proportion  of  the  moft  pure  parts,  or  of 
the  three  Principles, Salt,  Sulphur, and  Mercury,  and 
may  defervedly  be  called  the  Quinteftence  or  Soul  of 
the  Wine. 

Whofbeverhe  be  that  hath  it,  will  fee  what  good 
it  is  endued  with,  and  how  to  be  ufed.  To  me  it 
feems  to  be  an  Antidote  againft  Poifbns  ;  for  feeing  it 
is  written  of  old,  that  a  Serpent  or  other  venemous 
Animal,  cannot  abide  in  the  Vineyards  at  fuch  time 
as  the  Vine  flowreth,  therefore  the  Oil  and  Effence 
of  the  Wine  refemblingthis  very  Odour,  the  Eftence 
may  not  unfitly  be  thought  to  be  good  in  healing  con¬ 
tagious  Difeafes. 

But  this  is  to  be  noted  concerning  Elfences,  that 

they 
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they  muft  not  be  flopt  with  (Uch  things  that  will  be 
melted  by  the  ElTence,  but  be  rather  ftopt  .n  with  a 
double  Bladder,  left  the  volatde  ^irit  Ihou.d  fly  a- 
way.  for  ftiould  this  lb  be,  the  Oil  would  again  be 
debilitated  and  let  go  its  Spint,and  the  ElTence  would 

be  Corrupted.  ^ 

And  becaufe  my  purpofe  was  to  fpeak  of  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  Vegetable  Eflences,  but  not  make  a  de¬ 
leri  ption  of  their  moft  ample  ufe,  I  will  now  put  a 
period  to  this  bufinefs,  leaving  every  one  to  be  wi- 
fer  as  his  own  capacity  is.  But  yet,  would  the  pre- 
fent  time  have  permitted,  I  would  hav^e  mentioned 
fome  fpedficks,  which  may  haply  be  elfewhere  done. 
But  thus  much  I  fay,  that  in  Wine,  lies  hidden  very 
much  which  but  few  know,  and  which  if  one  would 
reckon  up,-  would  ftir  up  admiration,  But  it  apper¬ 
tains  not  to  this  place,  but  to  the  Vegetable  Work, 
which  (if  God  permit;  (hall  Toon  follow.  But  fee¬ 
ing  I  have  made  mention  of  Wine,  I  cannot  omit 
to  add  in  this  place  one  thing,  viz.,  what  yet  tar 
thcr  ufe  the  Eflences  of  Herbs  might  be  of,  it  al 
ways  to  be  had  ready  prepared  in  the  Apothecaries 
Shops  :  For  one,  two,  three,  or  more  drops  of  El- 
fences,  being  put  in  a  Cup  of  Wine  at  pleafure  and 
ftirred  about,  that  the  Wine  may  be  united  with 
the  ElTence,  do  prefently  make  the  Wine  clear  and 
pleafant,  refembling  the  kind  and  nature  of  the  El- 
fence  you  put  in  ;  and  by  this  means  divers  kinds 
of  Wines  may  prefently  be  made  out  of  one  and  the 
fame  Veflel,  to  refrefh  and  pleafe  your  guefts  : 
And  this  way  far  exceeds  the  ufing  of  extracts, 
which  make  the  Wine  troubled.,  but  this  leaves 


it  clear.  It  will  be  necdlefs  therefore  to  put  dif¬ 
ferent  forts  of  Wines  in  feveral  Veflels  in  Cel¬ 
lars,  where  they  will  all  of  them  by  degrees  wax 
we4er  and  weaker,  unlefs  the^  are  kept  always 
full ;  but  one  onely  Veflel,  is  fufficient  for  to  make 
varies  kinds  of  Wines  at  your  pleafure  ;  and  this 
IS  a  ^ry  profitable  fecret  for  great  Men  and  others, 
who  fbmetimes  muft  have  various  Wines.  Ir  is  a 
ufual  thing  with  many  to  drink  a  draught  of  Phy- 
fical  Wine  in  a  morning  on  a  falling  Stomach, 
to  ftrengthen  the  weak  Stomach,  and  to  preferve  it 
from  hurtfull  Air,  if  they  can  but  get  it,  and  if  they 
ufe  that  which  is  ufually  made  of  the  Reliques  of 
the  Wine,  and  fuch  decayed  ftulf,  fuch  is  void  of 
virtue,  and  brings  more  hurt  than  benefit.  But 
now,  having  theje  Eflences  of  Herbs,  you  *^^y 
lily  impregnate  generous  Wine  therewith  and  make 
it  Medicinal,  and  by  this  way  maift  thou  be  certain 
that  thou  haft  good  Wine,  and  not  fuch  as  is  made 
out  of  the  droppings  and  refule,  which  is  ufually 
employed  to  make  Medicinal  Wines  of,  and  from 
whence  gripings  and  other  incommodities  do  frequent¬ 
ly  exift ;  But  that  which  is  compofed  of  generous 
Wine,  and  a  well  prepared  ElTence  deferves  the 
name  of  wholfbme  Phyfical  Wine.  Thefe  things  I 
was  willing  to  add  to  this  firft  part  of  my  Spagyrick 
by  way  of  Ornament,  and  do 
the  well  minded  Reader,  that  he  think  well 
Labour,  Diligence,  and  Intention.  There  lhall 
follow  (God  permitting)  in  the  two  next  parts, 
more  good  Medicines. 


The  End  of  the  Firft  Farr. 


THE  , 


I 


Spagyrical  Difpenfatory. 

i 

I 

'  Concerning  the  preparation  of  Animals,  Vegetables^  and 
j  Minerals,  by  an  Univerfal  Diflblvent. 

I  wherein  is  clearly  demonftrated  and  cxad^ly  defcribed,  that  Niter  is  the 
true  Univerfal  Diflblvent,  and  how  all  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Mine- 
j  rals,  are  therewithal!  diflblved,  correded,  and  their  venemous  and  ob¬ 
noxious  property  changed  into  wholfome  Medicaments,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  many  ignorant  Men. 


IVbat  Animals  are^  anX  what  is  underfiood  or  meant  hj 
them. 

Ido  here  underftand  by  the  name  of  Animals  all 
fuch  things  as  have  life,  and  a  vital  motion,  as 
Men,  all  kinds  of  Boafts,  Worms,  and  Infedts, 
j  either  in  the  Earth  or  above  the  Earth,  the  Fifhes 
!  in  the  Water,  the  Birds  in  the  Air,  and  all  the 
^  Creatures  that  can  move  themfelves,  and  that  do 
partake  of  a  vifible  life.  Amongft  thcfe  living  Crea¬ 
tures,  there  is  this  difference  to  be  obfervdd,  ‘L'/.t-.fhat 
fome  of  them  lerve  for  the  ufe  of  Medicine ;  other 
fbme  of  them  are  not  fit  for  Medicine  ;  for  all 
thofe  Animals  which  nourifh  mankind  and  fuftain 
I  his  body,  have  not  a  medical  but  nutritive  power, 

I  fo  that  out  of  them  can't  be  prepared  Medicaments 
j  refifting  Difeafes,  For  although  that  out  of  fome 
j  Animals  (as  Oxen,  Sheep,  Goats^  Hefis,  Birds, 
j  and  fuch  like)  a  good  EfTence  may  (by  the  benefit 
i  of  Art)  be  extraded,  fo  as  to  reftore  and  ftrengthen 
i  a  body  that  is  debilitated  by  ficknefs  (as  you  may 
;  fee  in  my  Book  of  the  Kitchin  Art)  yet  that  labour 
I  doth  appertain  to  the  Kitchin,  and  Cooks,  rather 
j  than  to  the  Apothecaries.  Therefore  in  this  Trea- 
I  tife  nothing  elfe  (hall  be  mentioned,  but  Concerning 
fuch  Animals  onely  as  do  not  nourifh  the  body  of 
1  Man,  but  (being  eaten  or  any  ways  entring  into 
i  Man’s  Belly,  or  other  parts  of  his  bodyj  do  by 
their  venomc  moft  greatly  hurt  :  But  being  inverted 
i  or  turned  in  and  out  by  the  Sp^yfical  Art  do  be- 
.  come  excellent  Medicines,  and' (without  that  bet¬ 
tering  them)  would  remain  venemous  and  hurtfull  ; 
fuch  as  thefe  are  Vipers,  Serpents,  Toads,  Scorpi¬ 
ons,  Spiders,  and  other  venemous  Infeds  ;  the 
which  being  fpoiled  of  their  venome  or  changed  by 
Art,  do  become  Medicines  of  a  penetrative  efficacy. 
Indeed  a  Serpent,  a  Toad,  and  other  like  venemous 
Creatures  being  onely  boiled  in  common  water,,  are 


barred  of  their  Poifon,  and  may  be  eaten  without 
any  hurt,  feeing  that  their  Poifon  confifts  not  in  the 
Flefh,  but  in  the  Spirts  and  vanifhetb  by  a  bare  de- 
codtion.  Many  examples  do  confirm  this  thing,  and 
’tis  evidently  known  that  Serpents  have  been  often¬ 
times  boiled  and  eaten  inftead  of  Eels.  It  is  no  new 
thing  ini  Indta^  that  that  People  do  feed  on  great 
Serpents  boiled,  inftead  of  Food,  and  contrariwife 
other  Animals  there  are  which  do  not  depofire  or 
lay  afide  their  veriome  by  a  bare  boiling,  but  do  re¬ 
tain  it,  fuch  as  are  Scorpions,  Tarantula’s  and  fuch 
like.  But  how,  if  to  fuch  kind  of  Vermine  that  are 
endued  with  fo  hurtfull  a  Poifon,  a  water  or  liquor 
of  a  ftrongef  efficacy  be  added,  wherein  they  may 
be  digefted,  their  venome'  is  turned  into  a  wholfome 
Antidote,  and  is  a  refifter  of  Poifon,  as  fhall  be  pro¬ 
ved  anon.  This  is  certain,  that  the  omnipotent 
God  hath  not  created  fb  muCh  as  the  leaft  Worm  in 
vain,  which  cannot  bring  fome  profit,  though  by 
the  under  fort  of  Men,  it  be  contemned  and  plainly 
negleded.  But  forafmuch  as  almoft  all  fuch  Vermine 
and  Infeds,  are  (by  reafon  of  their  Poifon)  rare¬ 
ly  ufed  in  Medicine,  and  fcarce  any  one  knows 
their  occult  virtues,  from  that  fignature  God  hath 
given  them,'  or  cares  to  know,  the  ufe  of  them  re¬ 
mains  unknown  and  in  the  dark.  Nay  it  is  well 
done,  that  (feeing-  the  way  of  correding  flkh  Poi- 
fons,  of  turning  them  into  Medicine,  hath  lain  hid 
from  the  greateft  part  of  the  Learned  ones)  their' 
ufe  was  thrown  out  of  the  Apothecaries  Shops.  But 
yet  in  procefs  of  time,  fbme  of  thofe  kind  of  Vermine 
were  admitted  by  the  Phyficians,  as  the  Scorpions, 
Cantharides,  and  fuch  like.  The  Scorpions  being 
fuffocated  in  Oil  Olive  do  tame  their  own  proper 
Poifon;  Cantharides,  great  Worms,  and  Millr-pedcs; 
or  Pigs  lice,  are  ufed  to  provoke  Urine,  But  yet 
not  without  danger,  becaufc  of  the  venome  they 
abound  with.  Neverthelefs  Men  have  dared  to  ufe 
them,  and' many  times  they  have  proved'  very  pro- 
B  b  fkab'e. 
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firable  Bur  had  their  bettering  been  known  ;  and 
i'l  id  they  (  being  thus  correifled  been  made  ule  of, 
tbcv  would  (  whhout  all  fear  of  danger  )  have  pro¬ 
cured  a  greater  honour  to  thofe  that  ufed  them. 
Now  the  ufual  way  of  all  fuch  as  know  not  the 
manner  of  correding  them,  fuch  little  Animals  are 
dried  and  (  crude  as  they  arc  )  beaten  into  a  pow¬ 
der  and  (b  adminiftred  to  the  fick,  and  do  fome- 
times  (  though  with  mighty  hazard  )  perform  great 
cures.  Were  the  lignature  of  fuch  Vermine  well 
examined,  and  their  ufe  in  Medicine  well  known, 
and  they  were  afterwards  tranfmuted  and  changed 
(  by  the  help  of  an  univerfal  Diflblvent  )  into  a  fafe 
Medicament,  they  do  then  become  fuch  fafe  and 
elfedual  remedies,  as  to  take  away  moft  grievous, 

(  and  in  the  accompt  of  Ibme  plainly  incurable  ) 
Difeafes,  and  do  in  many  Degrees  exceed  the  weak 
operations  of  Vegetables.  For  the  Animals  which 
God  hath  gifted  with  life,  are  of  a  far  greater  effi¬ 
cacy  than  the  Vegetables,  and  this  any  one  will  not 
be  over  hard  in  believing  of.  You  will  find  many 
wondcrfull  things  in  my  Book  of  the  lignature  ot 
Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Minerals  ( which  lhall 
fl-iortly  come  forth  to  light  )  nay  and  belides  their 
ficrnatures,  as  v,^ell  their  unknown  and  occult  Ver^ 
tues  as  theii  known  Vertues  lhalf  be  herein  decla¬ 
red.  But  in  this  Treatife,  fhall  onely  be  mentioned 
fome  of  the  principal  fmall  Animals  of  ufe  in  Medi¬ 
cine,  'viz,,  by  what  means  they  mav  be  reduced  into 
1  moft  excellent  and  moft  fafe  Medicines,  by  the  help 
of  the  univerfal  DilTolvent.  As  for  their  Vertues, 
and  Efficacy,  the  well  minded  Reader  may  learch 
for  them  in  my  other  Writings.  And  although  I 
have  met  with  admirable  Vertues  in  fome  hitherto 
negleded  Vermine,  and  would  have  alfo  defcribed 
them  for  the  profit  of  my  Neighbour,  and  fo  purpo- 
fcd  to  have  made  a  large  difcourfe  concerning  them ; 
yet  the  love  to  my  Neighbour  (  whom  1  would  not 
willingly  lead  about  in  many  erroneous  Turnings  ) 
hindred  me  from  performing  it.  For  all  the  Vertues 
that  are  apart  dilperfed  amongfl:  all  the  Vegetables 
and  Animals,-  are  all  of  them  concentrated  in  one 
Mineral,  and  found  perfedly  united,  fo  that  there’s 
no  need  of  ufing  fb  many  diftina:  Medicines  of  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  and  therefore  I 
refer  the  Reader  thereunto.  But  yet  for  fatisfadi- 
ons  fake  of  fuch  who  abhor  fuch/  Medicines  as  are 
made  of  Minerals,  and  dread  them  as  if  they  were  a 
Poifbn,  I  will  deted  the  Vertue  and  Power  of  fome 
of  the  moft  principal  ones  in  Medicine. 

Of  the  Signature.,  Tr-perfy,  Medicinal  Vertues  of 
the  Bull-like  and  Horned  ScarabtEUS  or  Beetle. 

I  Have  known  fome  of  the  biggeft  and  flying  Sea- 
rabauss  that  have  weighed  half  an  Ounce,  or  a 
whole  Ounce,  and  of  a  Cheftnut  Colour,  and  they 
will  firmly  ftick  to  any  thing  by  reafbn  of  their  (harp 
Feet,  and  are  furnifhed  with  double  Wings,  the 
upper  ones  are  hard  and  fmooth  like  an  horn,  the 
under  ones  are  very  thin  and  tranfparent,  and  fhew 
like  the  dried  leaves  of  Poppy.  The  Maleis  for  the 
moft  part  bigger  than  the  Female,  and  is  armed  with 
two  horns,  which  in  their  branchings  refemble  the 
Figure  of  Stags  horns,  hard  and  fmooth  like  horn, 
and  hollow  on  the  infide,  without  any  marrow, 
with  thefe  he  defends  himfelf.  If  you  put  one  of 
them  on  a  Table,  and  finite  him  often  with  fbme 
finall  twigs,  and  enrage  and  provoke  him  to  anger, 
he  doth  not  run  away  like  as  other  Animals  do,  bUi 


fets  upon  his  Enemy,  with  his  upright  and  varioufly 
branched  horns,  as  if  he  would  revenge  himfelf  for 
the  injury  done  him  ;  and  whatfoeveryou  reach  out 
to  him,  he  prefently  fnatcheth  with  his  ft  rns,  and 
holds  it  fb  faft,  that  Vis  a  hard  matter  to  it  from 
him :  If  the  thing  be  too  heavy,  he  then  leaves 
it,  and  goes  his  way  without  it:  But  ifdit  be  light, 
he  carries  it  away  with  him,  and  afterwards  un- 
loofeth  his  horns  from  it  and  lets  it  fall.  The  Fe¬ 
males  two  horns  are  leffer  and  crooked,  which  open 
and  fhut  like  Pincers  ;  whatfbever  they  feize  on, 
they  hold  it  moft  firmly,  and  if  you  expofe  to  its 
horns  any  thing  that  is  not  hard  (he  doth  gripe  it  fo 
long,  till  the  tops  of  her  horns  touch  each  other. 
Being  hanged  at  a  Cats  or  a  Dogs  Ear  (he  prefently 
pierceth  it  through,  and  fo  holds  that  the  Dog  can't 
caft  her  off  with  her  Feet,  but  (  not  knowing  what 
is  happened  to  him  J  runs  to  and  fro,  howling  and 
crying  out,  as  if  he  implored  help  from  fbme  body 
elfe,  filch  is  the  innate  anger  and  malice  of  this 
fmall  Creature.  They  feed  not  upon  Grafs  and  the 
Leaves  of  Trees  as  other  Scarabaus's  do,  but  are 
nouriftied  with  the  Juice  of  the,  thin  foft  reafinouf 
nefs  which  is  in  Summer  Flowers  out  of  thofe  Trees 
that  bears  fruit  with  ftones  in  them,  fuch  as  Nuts, 
Cherries,  Plums,  Pruens,  Peaches,  and  fuch  like. 
Thefe  Trees  they  flicking  faft  on,  do  by  fucking  out 
the  Rofin  thence  flowing,  fupport  their  lives  withal. 
Thefe  fmall  Creatures  are  truely  Martial,  and  as  if 
they  were  endued  purpofely  by  nature  with  Wea¬ 
pons,  and  armed.  Some  men  do  break  off  their 
horns,  and  carry  them  about  them,  as  if  they  were 
a  fafeguard  againft  the  invafions  and  being  fet  upon 
by  wild  Beafts,  butT  count  this  as  fuperftitious. 
Some  (  I  know  )  do  reduce  them  with  their  Wings 
into  pouder,  and  make  ufe  thereof,  and  have  healed 
the  inward  pains  and  prickings  of  the  Body :  And 
have  cured  Quartanes,  yea  have  in  all  Feavers  han¬ 
ged  it  about  the  Neck ;  but  yet  I  believe  it  would 
bring  more  profit,  if  it  be  duely  prepared  and  fb  ta¬ 
ken  into  the  Body.  But  what  efeds  they  will  per¬ 
form  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Body  I  know  not,  nor 
have  I  hitherto  tried  or  known  them  to  have  been 
ufed  to  any  other  intent  than  before  mentioned. 
But  I  am  certainly  affured,  that  there  is  a  moft 
wholfbme  Vertue  in  this  infed,  becaufe  of  his  thus 
living  on,  and  being  nouriftied  by  thofe  refinous 
Juices  which  flow  out  of  fuch  Trees  as  bear  thofe 
kinds  of  Fruits  that  have  Stones  in  their  infide  : 
Wherefore  I  think  that  their  whole  Body  is  of  a 
balfamick  Nature,  and  I  do  judge  by  their  fignature, 
that  they  may  be  profitably  ufed  in  curing  all  in¬ 
ward  and  outward  hurts  arifing  from  beating, 
wounding,  ftabbing,  and  fliooting,  if  they  are  firft 
reduced  into  an  ElTence  according  to  my  method. 
The  horns  and  thofe  hard  wings,  may  be  reduced 
into  a  Magiftery,  apart  by  the  univerfal  Diflblvent, 
and  ferve  for  inward  Ufe.  And  the  body  being  on  like 
manner  prepared ,  may  be  applied  and  made  ufe  of 
for  the  allaying  of  all  griefs,  or  pains  both  external¬ 
ly  and  internally.  Without  doubt  it  aboundeth  with 
many  other  hidden  Vertues  which  are  unknown 
both  to  my  felf  and  other  men. 

Of  the  Filular  or  Globular  Scarabaeus. 

There  zvQothsv  Scarabamf  ufed  in  Medicine, 
'viz,.  the  black  and  globular  ones,  ufually  abi¬ 
ding  in  Horfe  dung,  and  alfb  thofe  that  live  in  Oaks, 
and  be  of  an  afhy  Colour,  and  are  pleafant  food  to 

Poultry, 
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Poultry,  who  by  feeding  on  them  do  lay  abundance 
of  Eggs,  but  the  black  ones  they  abftain  from,  and 
do  not  eat  them.  I  know  not  whether  or  no  thefe 
laft  mentioned  (  the  Oak  ones )  are  any  thing 
at  all  helplull  in  Medicine.  But  yet  thus  much  they 
do,  if  they  are  bruifed  and  applied  to  the  bare  skin 
they  caufe  Puftles,  and  fo  do  thole  too  that  are  cal¬ 
led  golden  Scarabaus^s  that  are  ufually  on  Roles, 
and  Elder- flowers.  Both  thefe  forts  have  this  pro¬ 
perty  internally  and  externally,  and  fo  have  the. 
Cantharides  or  thofe  green  Flies  called  Spanifh  Flies, 
and  do  moft  vehemently  provoke  Urine.  If  now  thefe 
are  by  Art  changed,  and  their  venemous  quality 
taken  away,  they  are  profitably  ufed,  and  fafely,  in 
curing  the  Gout,  Stone,  and  other  grievous  Difeafes 
and  bring  a  great  deal  of  benefit.  The  black  and 
globular  ones  are  martial,  and  are  not  much  unlike 
to  the  horned  Searabaus's  ;  the  afhy  ones  are  of  a 
Saturnine  nature,  the  green  ones  of  a  venereal  Qua¬ 
lity,  and  the  red  and  little  ones  are  of  a  folar  proper¬ 
ty.  Thefe  laft  mentioned,  are  by  the  Germans  cal 
led  Golden  and  God  Almightie's  Birds,  and  fome  do 
Eloaft  that  they  have  gotten  out  from  them  good 
Gold,  and  put  it  to  theTefi,  which  to  me  dothfeem 
unlikely.  1  will  not  deny  but  that  there  lieth  hid¬ 
den  in  them  a  ftrengrhening  Cordial  (  as  they  call 
it )  properly  for  corroborating  a  man’s  heart  if  a 
preparation  or  corredlion  proceed,  I  fliould  be  un¬ 
willing  to  make  ufe  of  them  crude  and  unmended. 
Befides  the  aforefaid  reckoned  up  Scarabaus^s,  there 
is  yet  another  kind  of  black  ones  which  creep  along 
the  Grafs  in  the  Months  of  May  and  June,  and  can¬ 
not  file  as  the  above  mentioned  ones  can,  and  yet 
have  little  Wings.  Thefe  are  exceeding  flow  creepers, 
and  being  put  upon  ones  hand,  do  turn  out  aftrong 
fmelling  Liquor,  and  are  called  May  Birds,  and  the 
Worms  of  Fat  by  the  Germans  ;  the  Latines  call  them 
the  un(fleous  Scarabauses.  They  operate  mofteffica- 
cioufly,  and  are  ufed  by  many  for  curing  thofe  moft 
grievous  Difeafes  of  the  Gout,  Stone,  ’  Leprofie, 
French-pox,  and  Dropfie,  one  two  or  three  Grains 
of  them  being  reduced  into  powder,  are  ufually  ad- 
miniftred,  in  fome  proper  Vehicle.  They  do  moft 
vehemently  expel  Defilements,  by  vomit,  ftool,  and 
Urine,  infbmuch  that  the  Urine  of  the  Gouty,  Leo- 
prous,  or  thofe  that  are  afflided  with  the  Stone  will 
be  coagulated  like  Milk,  or  will  become  tenacious, 
and  wax  hard  like  a  ftone,  the  which  event  may 
well  aftonifh  any  one  to  confider  of.  I  know'  very 
m.any  that  have  had  the  Gout,  and  been  cured  ®f  it 
thereby,  though  I  confefs  it  is  a  Medicine  fbmewhat 
hazardous  becaufe  of  the  force  of  its  operation.  But 
if  it  be  firft  correded  by  the  Univerfal  Salt,  it  may 
be  moft  fafely  afterwards  ufed  in  the  curing  of  the 
faid  Difeafes.  Wkrus,  a  very  learned  Phyfician,  did 
heretofore  publifh  aTreatife  of  the  wandring  Gout, 
and  highly  commended  this  May  Worm,fo  called  by 
fome:  Andlikewife  the  great  common  Earth-worms, 
for  curing  it.  Neither  is  it  without  ground  that  this 
Worm  [  or  Scarabaus  ]  we  mention,  far  exceed  all 
the  reft  of  them  that  are  endued  with  Virtues,  hea¬ 
ling  Difeafes.  The  Cantharides  come  far  fhort  of  ity 
and  the  sky  coloured  Flies,  which  are  formed  onely 
in  CarkafTes,  are  far  fhort  of  the  Cantharides.  In 
the  next  place  follow  thofe  greater  Flies,  that 
ufually  flay  in  men’s  houfes,  and  keep  buzzing  a- 
bout  till  they  can  find  fome  raw  Flefh,  whereon  they 
caft  their  filth  in  thelikenefs  of  fmall  E^sor  Knits, 
which  becom.e  Worms  in  a  days  time.  And  I  do 
believe  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Creature  endued 


^5 

with  a  fmelling  fb  acute  and  fubtile  as  this  File,  and 
upon  that  account  I  do  nor  queftion,  bur  that  it 
would  fhew  its  Virtues  in  hidden  Diftafes.  Yet  I 
would  not  be  any  man’s  Authour  or  encourager  to 
make  ufe  of  him,  becaufe  nature  her  felf  cannot  by 
any  means  endure  (  when  a  man  by  chance  ears  the 
flefh  that  is  defiled  with  their  Excrements)  their 
mth  in  the  Stomach,  but  doth  prefently  caft  it  forth 
by  vomit  as  that  it  were  a  Poifbn.  I  aferibe  to  thefe 
Flies  a  mercurial  Nature,  and  I  likewife  affirm  that 
there  are  in  the  common  Worms  medicinal  Virtues. 
For  they  do  ftrongly  expel  by  Urine  and  Sweat,  and 
being  made  ufe  of,  crude  as  they  are,  they  provoke 
to  ftool,  and  caufe  vomiting.  But  I  verily  believe 
that  being  correfted  by  the  univerfal  diffolvent  and 
tranfmuted  into  a  fweet  Effence,  they  will  become 
an  excellent  Specifick  againft  Impotency,  and  a  no¬ 
table  corroborative  to  fuch  that  are  tired  with  the 
venereal  Sport.  Their  fignature  is  reftimonv  enough 
and  the  Figure  of  their  Bodies,  for  they  will  fbme- 
times  ftrerch  out  rhemfelves  at  length,  orherwhile 
contract  themfelves  into  a  fhortnefs,  one  while  be¬ 
come  thicker,  then  prefently,  and  as  often  as  they 
pleafe  can  they  extenuate  themfelves  or  become 
fmaller,  nor  can  any  Animal  do  thus  befides  th^m- 
felves.  Nor  know  1  any  Animal  that  dotfi  ( in  Co¬ 
ition)  more  firmly  adhere  to  the  Female,  than  this 
Worm,  whom  I  have  many  a  time  feen,  in  the  Spring 
Seafbn  when  the  Cold  is  aflfwaged  and  the  Earth  a- 
gain  open,  to  join  himfelf  to  the  Female  (  not  un¬ 
der  the  Earth  )  but  to  creep  out  of  the  Earth  with 
halfhisBody,  and  fo  app'y  himfelf  to  the  half  part 
of  the  Female,  who  likewife  creeps  out  of  the  Earth, 
and  he  fo  long  labours  with  her,  rill  there  is  made  a 
thorough  conjoining  of  both  their  Bodies.  And 
thefe  two  Worms  are  fo  pertinacious  or  earneftly 
bent  on  this  adtion,  that  they  will  rather  fuffer 
themfelves  to  be  llain  than  be  4parated.  This  ve¬ 
nereal  Labour  being  finifhed,  they  do  each  of  them 
betake  therrifelves  into  their  Caverns  or  Holes. 
Such  Hens  as  feed  on  them  do  plentifully  lay  Eggs 
daily,  and  fometimes  two  on  a  day,  the  which  thing 
no  fort  of  Corn  will  make  them  do.  Thar  Earth¬ 
worm  is  endued  therefore  with  a  venereal  Nature 
and  Property.  There  are  befides  thefe,  other  fmab 
Vermine  that  are  far  more  prone  (  and  approach 
nigher  )  to  a  venereal  Nature,  ar^  they  are  a  fort 
that  have  fix  Eeet  and  run  moft 'nimbly,  'and  have 
wings  but  do  nor  make  ufe  of  them  They  are  fmall 
and  broad,  and  are  in  great  companies  in  old  Walls, 
and  old  rotten  Boards  of  Stables,  and  lay  their  Eggs 
in  the  Walls  and  Wood.  They  come  abroad  onely 
in  curious  Weather,  and  in  a  rainy  and  cold  Seafon 
do  betake  themfelves  to  their  Holes,  and  in  fair 
weather  out  come  they  again,  and  obferve  no  order 
in  their  coupling.  The  Female  going,  carries  the 
Male  along  with  her  fitting  on  her  back,  another 
Male  being  ftronger  throws  him  off,  and  himfelf 
gets  up  upon  the  Female,  and  he  again  being  thrown 
off  in  his  room  comes  a  new  trader,  and  thus  fpend 
they  the  day  in  this  riding  kind  of  Sport,  and  the 
Female  is  exercifed  with  an  unceffant  Change  of 
Males.*  They  are  not  feen  to  eat  any  Food.  Some 
of  them  I  (hut  up  in  a  Glafs  fb  that  they  could  not 
get  away,  yet  fin  this  captivity )  they  betook 
themfelves  to  this  venereal  Act,  and  at  length  ferting 
upon  each  other,  would  rather  perifh  with  Famine 
than  be  feparated.  They  are  fb  fmall  that  an  hun¬ 
dred  of  them  will  bur  weigh  an  Ounce  :  Their 
wings  are  red  and  fpotted  with  black.  They  run  ex¬ 
ceeding 


9^ 


The  Second  Part  of 


.ceeding  fwiftly,  t  never  could  find  any  thing  vt'^rit- 1 
ten  of  them.  I  gave  them  to  Cats  and  Dogs  to  eat 
with  their  meat,  and  I  found  wonderfull  things. 
Hens  and  other  Birds  will  not  eat  them  ,  haply 
becaUfe  they  cannot  brook  the  too  vehement 
operation  of  them.  They  muft  needs  be  en¬ 
dued  with  fingular  gifts,  he  that  will  make  trial, 
may  To  do,  but  yet  fo  as  not  to  ufe  them  but 
corredled,  becaufe  (amongft  all  the  Vermine  that 
1  know  of  they  do  moft  excell,  and  abound  with  the 
greateft  venereal  Venome.  There  are  yet  befides 
thefe,  other  Worms  for  Verminej  that  are  profita¬ 
ble  to  make  Medicine  of.  The  food  and  nutriment 
of  the  Aftlli  or  Pig-lice  is  rotten  Wood ;  if  you  touch 
them  they  rowl  up  themfelves  into  a  round 
Ball.  They  are  for  the  moft  part  ufed  for  repreffing 
of  the  Stone  The  Cimexes,  or  Knats,  or  Flies, 
are  of  a  red  colour,  and  do  vex  and  difquiet  a  Man 
at  night,  they  fuck  his  bloud,  and  ufually  quarter  in 
old  Pine- wood,  and  in  ancient  Chambers,  and  are 
deteftable  things  becaufe  of  the  ftinch  they  emir. 
And  befides  them,  there  is  another  kind  of  fuch 
Vermine  that  are  of  a  green  colour,  and  more  vene- 
mous,  aud  yield  a  more  filthy  ftinch  than  the  red 
Worms  do.  This  Infeft  has  wings,  and  is  four  times 
bigger  than  the  Cimex,  and  live  in  the  Grafs ;  but 
when  the  cold  Winter  approacheth,  they  then  live 
in  hollow  Trees,  or  hide  in  the  Chinks  that  be  in 
Walls.  If  an  Ox  or  Cow  do  by  chance  in  eating 
Grafs  fwallow  down  fuch  a  kind  of  Vermine,  they 
fwellup,  and  fometimes  die  of  it  ;  but  yet  they  do 
fo  well  know  how  to  fhun  them,  that  the  Beaftsfel- 
dom  fwallow  them.  I  do  from  hence  guels,^that 
there  lies  hidden  in  this  kind  of  Animal,  fome  fingu¬ 
lar  matter,  becaufe  of  its  wonderfull  difpofition  it 
hath  :  For  I  have  tried  by  certain  experiments  that  it 
can  either  retain,  or  emit  its  ftinch  as  it  pleafeth. 
It  is  a  notable  fubtile  and  fallacious  Creature,  and 
this  I  could  confirm  by  wonderfull  ftories.  It  doth 
exaftly  imitate  the  perverfe  difpofition  of  all  Turn- 
Coats,  Luftfull,  Venereal,  and  Beftial  Men.  It 
doth  prefently  depofite  or  lofe  its  ftinch  in  theuni- 
verfal  Menfiruur»,  but  what  it  will  (being  thus  pre¬ 
pared)  perform,  I  having  as  yet  omitted  farther  in- 
quifition,  cannot  tell.  Infinite  is  the  number  of  thefe 
and  fuch  like  Infers,  and  without  doubt  they  were 
not  created  in  vain,  they  profecute  each  other  with 
a  mutual  and  dd^dly  hatred, and  do  by  laying  fnares 
endeavour  to  deftroy  each  the  other.  I  have  known 
o^e  little  fmall  Worm  or  Infeft,  that  by  fucking  out 
the  juice  and  ftrength  of  the  great  Earth-Worms 
do  wax  fat,  and  is  in  all  places  his  Superiour  or 
Mafter.  In  the  Spring-time  he  is  a  fmall  lean  Worm, 
and  is  not  fo  big  as  the  Blatta,  that  live  upon  Meal, 
but  in  Summer  time  he  doth  fo  fatten  himfelf  with 
the  Earth-worms,  and  becomes  fe  unwieldy  that  he 
can  hardly  creep  :  Fie  is  black  as  a  Coal,  and  moves 
himfelf  by  the  many  fhort  feet  he  has,  is  about  the 
thicknefs  of  a  Quill,  and  about  a  fingers  length,  and 
under  the  earth  ftirewdly  bites  the  poor  Earth¬ 
worm,  and  fucks  from  him  his  beft  juice,  which  (aid 
Earth-worm  being  no  ways  able  to  defend  himfelf, 
doth  out  of  meer  pain  creep  out  of  the  Earth,  and 
brings  out  his  faft  adhering  Enemy  :  he  fticks  on  to 
him  fo  clofe,  that  he  can’t  be  driven  off,  and  fo  long 
(licks,  untill  being  well  fatiated  and  full,  he  at  length 
falls  off  of  his  own  accord.  I  haveoften  feen  thefe  Earth- 
ivorms  fo  long  vexed  with  them  and  twined  them- 
felvcs  to  and  fro  till  this  little  Vermine  hath  pierced 
the  Worm  through,  and  divided  him  in  twain,  but' 
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yetclofable  together  again,  if  he  can  but  onely  get 
into  the  Earth.  You  may  fee  evident  figns  of  the 
malice  of  this  fmall  Vermine,  upon  (omeof  the  (dder 
Worms,  that  have  had  feveral  fuch  bitings,  and  yet 
clofed  together  again.  For  1  know  no  enemies  the 
great  Earth  worms  have,  fave  onely  the  Mole,  and 
this  fame  Worm.  This  black  and  martial  Worm 
having  done  with  one,  prefently  lets  upon  another 
Worm,  and  fo  fucks  out  the  beft  juice,  and  leaves 
the  body  of  the  laid  great  Worm  deftitute  of  any 
ftrength.  He  is  of  great  virtue  and  as  to  his  exceh 
lency  js  to  be  preferred  far  before  all  other  Worms 
if  but  well  prepared ;  As  for  Spiders,  there  are  many 
talks  of  them  as  if  they  were  poifonous,  bur  I  could 
never  as  yet  find  any  fuch  thing  in  thofe  that  grow 
in  the  (pace  of  one  year,  and  then  vanifh  away  a- . 
gain  ;  they  are  fuch  that  make  their  Webs  on  Trees, 
Bufhes,  and  the  like  to  catch  Flies  in,  and  are  crolT-bea- 
ring  Spiders,  becaufe  they  have  on  their  backs'  the  fi¬ 
gure  ofaCrols.  Every  month  they  putolFtheir  oldskin, 
and  fo  do  thofe  too  that  make  their  Webs  in  the  cor¬ 
ners  and  holes  in  Houfes,  and  will  live  three  months  > 
without  either  meat  or  drink  befor  they  die.  Thefe 
are  fomewhat  worfer  than  the  former,  and  yet  not, 
fo  poifonous  as  the  report  goes,  and  as  is  believed- 
All  the  green  fort  of  Spiders,  that  live  in  the  Grafs 
and  among  Leaves  are  void  of  all  Poifbn,  (and  all 
others)  fave  thofe  which  abide  in  cold  places,  as 
Cellars,  and  moift  Vaults,  and  nourifh  themfelves 
with  Infedls,  and  are  covered  over  with  a  black 
and  roughifh  skin  like  black  Silk  or  Velvet,  are  flow 
paced,  and  as  being  the  Kings  of  all  Spiders,  do 
kill  the  others  by  their  biting,  and  devour  them  if 
they  can  but  get  them  within  their  power.  If  one 
Spider  be  thrown  into  the  Neft  of  another,  the 
ftronger  drives  out  the  weaker,  but  they  cannot 
any  of  them  abide  thefe  black  Spiders,  abhorring 
their  prefence,  and  running  away  as  Taft  as  they 
can.  Nay  more,  neither  the  Black-bird,  nor  other 
Birds  (whofe  food’s  the  other  Spiders  are  wont  tobe^) 
will  eat  them.  They  grow  old  very  (lowly, and  live  in 
a  Cellar  many  a  year,  as  being  patient  endurers  of 
the  cold,  and  do  not  renew  their  skin  as  the  reft 
do.  Thofe  likewife  that  devour  the  Flies  in  (lores 
in  the  Winter,  or  at  lead-wife  are  nourifhed  with  the 
fweet  fume  or  vapour  ofHony,  Sugar,  and  fuch 
like  things,  and  arrive  to  an  old  Age,  are  alfb  vene- 
mous.  All  thefe  are  rarely  ufed  in  Medicine,  there 
being  indeed  no  need  of  them  amongft  fuch  plenty 
as  there  is  of  good  Medicaments.  This  one  benefit 
I  have  obferved  in  them  that  they  fo  purge  fick 
Hens,  as  that  they  recover  their  former  health,  and 
do  prefently  after  get  ftrength  and  wax  fat.  Env 
mets  that  live  by  the  juices  and  Rofins  of  Trees, 
arc  alfb  ufed  in  Medicine,  but  yet  do  no  great  mat¬ 
ters.  Locufts,Grylli  (a  kind  ofGrafs-hopper)  and  fuch 
like  Infedls, (though  they  are  endued  with  hidden  vir¬ 
tues)  are  notwithftanding  neglected,  forafmuch  as 
there  is  one  onely  Mineral  that  can  effeCl  more  then 
all  the  bigger  or  lefler  Animals,Worms,and  Infe6ts,and 
therefore  well  may  they  be  defpifed.  There  are  al¬ 
fb  feme  things  that  ar^  taken  from  the  bodies  of  the 
bigger  fort  of  Animals  that  are  ufed  in  Medicine,  as 
the  Stomach,  Inteftines,  and  Teeth  of  the  Woolf ; 
the  Lungs  of  the  Fox  ;  The  Gall,  the  Hair,  the 
Skin,  the  Excrement,  the  Horns,  &c.  of  other  Ani¬ 
mals  ;  but  yet  no  great  matters  have  been  hitherto 
done  by  all  this  ado,  becaufe  they  are  parts  or 
Members  of  fuch  Animals,  as  being  altogether  void 
of  Poifcn,  are  ufually  Man’s  Food,  or  may  fo  be. 
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Whereas  were  they  the  parts  ot' Animals  that  would 
alter  our  nature,  or  were  they  the  Teeth,  Bones, 
Horns,  or  ocher  parrs,  of  venemous  Creatures,  and 
then  changed  and  reduced  into  good  Medicaments, 
fomewhat  might  be  done  by  them.  By  iiich  as  al- 
i  ter  nature  I  mean,  the  Teeth  of  Dogs,  Wolves, 

I  Bears,  Lions,  and  luch  ravenous  Creatures  ;  the 
i'  Bones  and  Horns  of  the  Life,  Goafs,  Kids,  Does, 
p  Stags,  Elephants,  and  the  Hairs  of  Men  and  other 
h  Animals.  Amongft  the  venemous  Animals,  the 
■  ■  Teeth  and  Skins  of  Vipers,  Serpents,/Loads,  Sala 
I  manders,  In  the  third  degree  are  the  Teeth  of 
the  Sea  dog,  and  Whale,  and  of  the  horned  pifhes, 
and  thofe  which  the  Dutch  Marriners  call  .Walrulfen, 
and  others  the  Unicorn  :  the  Horns  of  them,  and  of 
other  fuch  like  Sea  Monfters,  whole  Ekfli  is  yene- 
;  mous,  and  therefore  their  Teeth  muft  necelTarily  be 
endued  with  medicinal  Vertues,  provided  they  be 
I  changed  and  converted  into  a  convenient  Ell'ence. 
Eefides  in  the  Excrements  of  all  Animals,  lies.,  hid  a 
lingular  medicinal  Vertue,  nor  is  the  volatile  Salt 
(  but  efpecially  of  thofe  that  are  poifbnous  )  to  be 
contemned.  The  fixed  Salt  being  the  fubduer  of 
[  many  Difeafes,  doth  not  a  little  help  to  the  making 
:  of  Medicine.  Bud  am  not  minded  to  treat  of  thefe 
!  at  prefent,  but  will  onely  demonftrate  by  what 
means  all  Animals  are  to  be  dillolved  by  the  univer- 
:  fal  Menfiruum^  and  Poif>n  to  be  converted  into  moft 
1  Whollbme  Medicine,  The  Vertues  of  them  are  al- 
^  ready  known,  nor  is  ought  more  required  fave  a 
1  due  preparation,  the  knowledge  of  which  I  am 
'  rhinded  to  manifefl  in  this  Treatife.  It  is  apparently 
Evident  that  the  Teeth,  Horns,  Skin,  Hairs,  apd 
Claws  or  Hoofs,  are  by  fb  much  the  better  and  more 
:  efficacious  Antidote,  by  how  much  the  greater  and 
I  more  prefent  Poifbn  their  Fleffi  is  endued  withal, 

1  and  this  we  fee  by  experience.  Such  as  defire  to 
i  know  more,  of  fuch  like  venemous  Animals,  may 
!  rfead  my  Book,  of  the  fignacure  of  things,  wherein 
I  they  will  find  many  prbfitabk  things  and  worthy  of 
j  con  fiderat  von. 

1 

!  The  prefaraticrt  and  changing  of  all  'Venemous  Animals 
and  JVorms^  ^fC.  into  fafe  and  efficacious  Medica- 
i  ments. 

AS  touching  what  belongs  to  their  preparation, 
it  doth  not  confifi  in  the  way  that  hath  been 
:  hitherto  ufed  as  to  the  preparing  of  Animals  for 
,  medicinal  Ufe,  the  which  have  hitherto  been  either 
reduced  into  Powder,  or  clfe  have  been  converted 
;  into  Spirits,  Waters,  and  Oils,  by  decodion  in  a  B, 
or  elfe  turned  (  by  Calcination  )  into  Afhes,  that 
:  fo  their  fixt  Salt,  may  be  extradled,  or  (  by  fubli- 
!  mation  )  pafs  into  a  volatile  Salt.  I  do  no  wife  con- 
tbmn  thefe,  'and  other  hitherto  u'fed  ways  and  me¬ 
thods  of  preparing  Animals  for  the  ufe  of  medicine, 
for  iiT  very  deed  they  are  good  and  profitable.  But 
i  forafinuch  as  1  have  the  knowledge  of  a  better  and 
:  more  compendious  way  of  doing  all  thefe  things, 
I  neither  would  nor  could  any  longer  hide  the  fam.e, 
but  communicate  it  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and 
!  tor  the  help  and  comfort  of  the  lick.  And  now  that 
!  the  well  minded  Reader,  may  percieve  a  ditference 
-  between  the  old  way  of  preparing  thefe  Medica¬ 
ments  and  my  way,  I  will  briefly  declare  and  de 
monflrate  the  fame.  I  have  hot  hitherto  heard  or 
i  read  of  any  other  why  than  this  which  followethy' 


wz,.  The  Animals  are  cither  wholly  or  elfe  feme 
part  of  them,  dried  in  the  Air,  then  powdered  and 
adminiflred  in  Powder  in  feme  appropriate  Vehicle 
or  elfe  feme  Honey  or  Sugar  is  added  to  the  Powder,' 
thereby  to  make  it  into  an '  Eledluary  ;  or  elfe  the 
Animals  are  digefied  (  whilfi:  new  or  freffi  )  in  Oil, 
then  picfied  out,  and  changed  into  a  Balfam,  that 
fe  they  may  ferve  either  lor  inward  or  outward 
Ufes^  as  neccflity  requires.  Or  elfe  they  are  made 
up  into  other  Medicines,  and  fe  confeded  and  kept 
for  ufe,  Or,  being  new,  are  diftilled  by  a  B.  in 
water,  the  refidue  is  by  Calcination  burnt  into 
AfheSj  and  the  fixed  Salt,  is  (  by  the  benefit  of  di- 
ffilled  water)  extraded  out  of.  the  Afhes.  Some  do 
diftil  the  bodies  of  Animals,  dry,  or  moifl,  in  a  Re¬ 
tort,  and  do  get  a  ftinking  Spirit,  Oil,  and  volatile 
Salt,  which  parts  they  Sever  from  each  otlfer,  refti- 
fie  them,  and  keep  them  to  ufe  in  time  of  need.  O- 
thers  da  put  the  venemous  Animals  alife  into  Oil, 
or  into.fbme  other  Oil  drawn  out  of  an  Aromatical 
Vegetableby  difhllation,  and  Ib  fuffocate  them  here¬ 
in  and  do  afterwards  ufe  that  Oil  for  outward 
and  inward  Ufes,  as  is  evident  in  the  Oil  of  Scorpi¬ 
ons.  Thefe  are  the  ways  hitherto  made  ufe  of  for 
the  preparation  of  medicaments  out  of  Animals,  nor 
have  they  been  fruitlefly  ufed.  But  whereas  I  faw, 
that  the  Animals  being  prepared  the  aforementioned 
ways  are  venemous  and  crude,  but  efpecially  when 
they  are  but  onely  dried  and  powdered,  and  fbufed, 
and  that  the  adminiftring  them  to  the  lick  is  not 
without  danger,  becaufe  they  fet  upon  nature  with 
too  much  vehemency,  if  any  (nay  the  fmalleft)  ev-. 
rour  be  committed  in  the  Dofe  :  and  befides,  they 
do  (  by  their  ungrateful!  and  loathfome  favour ) 
beget  a  naufeate,  and  withal  confidering,  that  the 
Spirits,  Oils,  and  Waters  drawn  out  of  Animals  by 
difliljation,  do  for  the  moft  part  fineil  of  an  Dmpy-^ 
reum,  and  are  extremely  diftatefull  to  nature;  and 
that  though  ’the  volatile  Salt,  and  the  fixt,  which 
contain  the  greateft  Vertues  of  the  Animals,  and 
may  more  commodioufly  be  taken  into  the  Body 
than  the  Oil,  which  is  plainly  intolerable  to  fick 
Perfens  becaufe  of  its  flinch;  yet  forafmuch  as  in  fuchf 
an  Operation  the  chiefefl  Virtue  is  burnt  up,  arid 
corrupted,  and  that  therefore  the  Medicament  fo 
diflilled  is  lefs  profitable  than  the  crude  Body  of  the 
Animal ;  this  way  and  method  cannot  at  all  be  ac- 
compted  of  as  worthy  the  being  ranked  amongft  the 
befl  fort  of  Medicines.  Seeing  then  and  well  per- 
cieving  all  thefe  Circumflances,  I  counted  it  wholly 
neceffary  to  bethink  my  felf  of  a  more  profitable  and. 
better  way,  and  fuch  a  way  too,  as  by  the  help 
whereof,  every  Animal,  or  at  leaft  fuch  a  part  of  it 
according  as  is  requifite,  may  (  without  any  fepa- 
rating  of  the  whole  body  into  divers  parts)  be  dilfol- 
ved,  and  changed  in  its  whole  fubflance  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  diflblving  and  correfting  Water  poured  upon  it,' 
and  fo  its  venome  be  converted  into  Medicine.  Now 
the  dilTolving  Water,  and  the  diflblved  Medicine 
ftand  in  fuch  a  pofture,  as  that  it  may  be  again  ab- 
flradted  and  feparated  froni  the  diflblved  and  cor- 
reded  body  after  its  dilTolution  and  corredion,  and 
this  fo  correded  or  purged  body  may  be  adminiftred 
in  feme  convenient  Vehicle  to  the  fick,  or  elfe  alone’ 
by  its  felf,  as  fhall  be  more  clearly  manifeifled  in  the' 
following  difeourfe. 

cc-  i 
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The  Second  Yart  of 


A  universal  Menftruum  hy  the  help  of  which  all  Ve¬ 
getables^  Animals,  and  Minerals  are  dijfclved,  cor¬ 
rected,  and  reduced  tmo  a  mofi  pure  and  mofi  fafe 

Medicament. 

0  T  have  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi,  taught  and  told 
X  you  that  Niter  is  the  true  univerfal  diflTolvent, 
and  is  operated  withall  three  manner  of  ways. 

1.  As  it  is  in  its  own  proper  nature  and  form. 

2.  When  it  is  changed  into  a  fixt  and  fiery  Li- 
tjuor. 

5  When  (by  the  benefit  of  the  fire)  it  is  diftilled 
into  an  Acid  Spirit..  With ihefe  three inftruments 
are  difiblved  all  whatfoever  is  in  the  nature  of  things, 
are  amended,  and  tranfmuted  into  a  better  and  pu 
rer  fubftatice.  But  the  manner  how  this  is  done 
{hall  clearly  be  taught  in  this  Treatife,  and  explai¬ 
ned,  infbmuch  that  all  fuch  as  have  either  out  ot 
grols  Ignorance,  or  conceited  Pride,  or  meer  dia¬ 
bolical  hatred  and  envy,  hitherto  contemned,  defpi 
fed,  and  traduced  it  as  a  thing  impoflible  to  be  done 
(as  Farnerus  for  one)  may  be  confounded  with  (hame, 
and  be  driven  to  confefs,  that  their  meer  ignorance, 
pride,  and  envy,  caufed  them  to  oppofe  the  Noon¬ 
day  light,  and  attempt  the  extinguifhing,  blotting 
out,  and  obfeuring  the  lame.  And  although  that  1 
have  delcribed  the  preparation  and  ufe  of  the  uni¬ 
verfal  Menjtruum,  -both  in  my  Miraculusp  Mundi,'A.x\dk 
in  its  explication,  as  likewife  in  my  Apology  againff 
Farnerus ;  yet  notwithftanding  many  perfwade  them- 
felves,  that  chat  defeription  is  too  much  clad  over 
with  darknefs,  and  that  without  a  more  accurate 
and  plainer  declaration  or  explication,  it  cannot  be 
undcrllood,  and  confequently  not  made  ufe  of. 
Therefore  that  fuch  Men  may  have  their  food  ready 
chewed,  and  thrufi:  into  their  mouths,  and  may 
have  no  farther  caufe  of  labour  and  confideration,  I 
will  give  a  plainer  declaration  and  make  (in  God’s 
name,  for  whofe  honour,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all 
mankind,  I  have  thus  purpofed  to  doj  an  initiation, 
and  perfectly  demonftrate,  that  Niter  is  (by  the 
three  aforementioned  ways)  able  to  diflblve,  and 
alter  all  whatfoever  is  in  the  nature  of  things,  and 
to  reduce  them  into  a  better  fubllance.  Thefe  are 
the  weapons  wherewith  I  enter  the  lift  with  all  de¬ 
riders  and  haters  of  the  truth,  and  do  demand,  if 
they  have  any  better  and  more  powerfull  thing, 
than  this  univerfal  difiblvent  out  of  Niter,  if  fo,  to 
produce  it  ;  if  nor,  then  to  let  this  alone  Every  man 
has  his  liberty,  (if  he  hath  better)  to  publifh  it  for 
the  common  good  ;  but  if  he  can’t  produce  a  bet¬ 
ter,  he  may  well  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  truth.  Ve¬ 
rily  would  any  man  difeover  a  better  univerfal  dif- 
folvent,  he  would  do  me  an  acceptable  thing,  and 
I  would  moft  readily  acknowledge  any  errors  I  have 
committed  in  this  matter,  and  would  refufe  my  own 
proper  writings.  But  that  fome  fuch  will  arife  and 
do  this  thing,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  fear.  If  fuch  an 
one  fhould  come,  we  will  hear  and  fee  him,  and  re- 
cievc  him  with  a,  decent  reply.  In  the  mean  while 
we  will  addrefs  our  felves,  to  the  preparation  of  good 
Mediciii.es,  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  benefit  of 
our  Neighbour.  The  bettering  and  correfling  me¬ 
tals,  vc'hich  is  to  be  accomplifhed  by  the  faid  Niter, 
is  exaftly  deferibed  and  demon ftrated  in  the  fecond, 
third, and  fourth  parr  of  the  Treatife  of  the  profperi- 
ty  of  my  Coiintrev  ;  in  this  place  we  have  purpofed 
to  treat  onely  of  medicines.  But  as  for  the  way  of 
reducing  Niter  into  a  fixt  and  fiery  Liquor,  and  al- 
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fb  into  a  Volatile,  Acid  and  fiery  Spirit;  we  have  al¬ 
ready  taught  in  other  places  of  our  writings,  fothar  ^  ; 
it  is  a  meer  needlefs  thing,  here  again,  to  repeat  the 
fame.  But  becaufe  it  "is  profitable  to  the  lover  of 
Arts,  that  he  find  both  the  preparations  here  con-  :  3 
joined,  I  have  deemed  it  neceflary  to  fet  them  down  \ 
both  to  your  view. 

The  Frocefs  of  turning  Salt-peter  into  a  fiery  Liquor.  { 

i 

Take  of  pure  Salt-peter,  and  fuch  as  is  free  from  | 
all  common  Salt  one  pound,  put  it  into  a  ftrong  i  i 
and  well  burned  Pot  or  Crucible,  with  a  Cover  to  * 
it,  put  it  into  a  Wind  Furnace,  urge  it  fo  long  with  i  i 
Coals  till  it  be  a  bright  red  hot,  and  all  the  Niter  : } 
flow  ;  which  being  molten  and  in  flux,  caftin  a  little  4 
Powder  of  good  Char  coals,  that  fo  it  fwimming  at  I 
top  of  the  Salt- peter  may  burn  up.  This  Coal  Pow-  | 
der  being  confumed,  throw  in  fome  more  of  the  ! 
fame,  and  proceed  on  thus  with  calling  on  Coal  Pow-  j  j 
der  fo  long  rill  the  Coal  Powder  you  caft  in  will  not  '  I 
take  Fire  any  more,  and  the  Salt-peter  appear  of  a  f 
greenifli  and  sky-colour.  Then  pour  it  out  thus  ti 
molten  into  a  warmed  Mortar  or  Baffin,  (for  if  you  ? 
throw' it  into  a  cold  Veflel,  it  will  leap  up  into  your  J 
Face)  and  there  Ictit  lie  till  it  be  cold.  If  you  touch  P 
your  tongue  with  fome  ofthis  Salt,  you  {ball  find  it  j 
fiery  like  the  Salt  of  Tartar.  Beat  this  Salt  into  a 
Powder  and  pur  it  into  a  Glafs,  or  elfe  fet  it  in  fome 
moift  or  cold  Cellar,  and  in  few  days,  nay,  or  hours,  ij 
it  will  be  dilfolvedinto  a  clear  and  fiery  liquor, which  1 
ftrain  through  Cap  Paper  or  a  Filter  (as  they  call  it)  i! 
and  fet  it  up  for  ufe.  j 

The  ufe  thereof  in  the  preparation  of  fuch  Medicaments  i  j 
as  are  made  out  of  Animals,  and  alfo  Vegetables.  I 

FOrafmuch  as  the  ufe  of  this  Menfiruum  is  already  | 
demon  ftrated  in  my  firft  Apology  again  ft  Farne-  ( 
rus, and  in  the  firft  part  of  th\s  Spagyrical  Fharmacopxa,  t 
wherein  the  ElFences  of  Herbs  are  taught.  But  in  this  j 
Treatife  fhall  mention  be  made  onely  of  fuch  Medi-  | 
caments  as  are  preparable  out  of  Animals.  I  will  ^ 
here  fet  down  the  way  and  manner  of  operation,  'i 
whereby  not  onely  Animals,  but  alfo  Vegetables  | 
my  be  corrected  and  tranfmuted  into  fafe  Medica- 
ments.  And  here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  ufe  of  f 
this  Menjtruum,  takes  place  onely  in  correding  fijch  I 
Herbs  and  Animals  as  are  ftrongly  operative  and  as  f 
it  were  venemous,  whofe  malice  is  to  be  necefl'arily  ' 
removed.  For  thofe  Herbs  that  are  good,  and  ufed  ! 
in  the  Kitchin,  and  without  any  hurt  in  them,  need 
not  any  corredion,  except  one  will  make  out  ofthem, .  '' 
an  extract:  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  make  of  them  a 
burning  Spirit,  and  Oil,  as  alfo  a  fixed  Salt,  and 
conjoin  them  by  the  benefit  of  Art,  and  make  them 
into  fwcer  Eflerices,  which  labour  is  accurately  de¬ 
feribed  in  the  firft  part  of  my  Spagyrical  Fharmacopcea. 

In  this  place  wetre  at  onely  of  turning  Animals, Vege¬ 
tables,  and  Minerals  into  fweet  Medicaments,  by 
the  benefit  of  Salt-peter :  And  in  other  places  of 
my  Writings  is  fufficiently  enough  taught  by  what 
other  ways,  and  thofe  various  ones  too,  feveral  Me¬ 
dicaments  may  be  prepared,  and  that  without  the 
help  of  this  univerfal  diflfilvent,  whereto  I  refer  the 
w'ell  minded  Reader,  and  proceed  on  here  to  teach 
the  preparation  of  the  faid  Medicaments  by  that  hi-  | 
therto  often  named  fiery  diflfilvent,  which  (without 
any  additions;  is  of  notable  elfeil. 

the 
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The  Vrefaration  of  A?itmals  and  Vegetables  by  the  fiery 
Liquor  of  Niter j  their  DiJJolution,  CorreSlion^  and 
T ’-anfimutation  into  wholfome  Medicines. 

Take  any  Animal  or  Herb,  what  you  pleafe,  if 
it  be  new,  cut  it  fmall  ;  if  the  Animal  or  Herb 
be  dry,  beat  it  into  Powder,  and  pour  thereto  the 
liquor  of  fixt  Niter,  that  it  may  well  moiftcn  the 
Animal  or  the  Herb,  and  may  covet  '■  all  over  ;  «fet 
the  Glafs  in  a  B.  and  digeft  the  venemous  Animal  or 
.  Herb  for  one  day  and  night,  in  which  time  the  li¬ 
quor  of  Niter  will  ripen  the  venemous  An’mal  or 
Herb,  and  tranfmutc  it,  and  make  a  Medicine  of 
the  Poifon.  Alter  the  Cucurbit  is  cooled  in  the  Bal¬ 
neo,  take  it  out  and  pour  forth  the  liquor,  together 
with  the  correded  Animal  or  Herb  into  another 
Glals  having  a  long  Neck,  and  pour  thereon  the 
beft  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  burning  Spirit  of  Corn,  and 
fuch  as  is  well  purged  from  all  Phlegm,  that  it  may 
fwim  on  the  folution  the  height  of  two  fingers.  Note 
well,  that  the  liquor  of  Niter,  and  likewile  the  bur¬ 
ning  Spirit,  mult  be  well  freed  from  all  Phlegm,  fo 
that  the  Spirit  may  not  conjoin  it  felf  with  the  Ni¬ 
ter,  but  fwim  on  the  top  of  it.  For  if  both  of  them 
be  watery  or  phlegmy,  there  would  be  a  conjunc¬ 
tion  or  commixion  of  them  both,  and  your  labour 
would  mil's  the  event  hoped  for,  and  this  is  well  to 
be  obferved.  Therefore  leeing  that  fuch  a  commix- 
tion,  is  prevented  by  removing  of  the  aquofiry,  the 
burning  Spirit  will  attrad  to  it  felf,  the  true  and 
correded  Elfence  of  the  Herb  or  Animal,  and  leave 
the  fixt  liquor  together  with  the  unprofitable  Fsces 
of  the  Herb  or  Animal.  Separate  the  burning  Spi¬ 
rit  thus  impregnated  with  the  ElTence,  and  fo  much 
that  it  can  attrad  no  more,  by  pouring  it  off  from 
the  liquor,  and  pour  more  Spirit  thereupon,  repea¬ 
ting  this  labour  lo  long  and  fo  often,  untill  all  the 
Efience  (hall  be  extraded  out  of  the  liquor  of  the 
Niter.  Then  take  all  thefe  extradions  which  con¬ 
tain  the  tranlmutedor  correded  vcnomeof  the  Herb 
or  Animal,  and  put  them  together  in  a  Cucurbit, 
in  a  B.  M  and  draw  off  the  burning  Spirit  with  a 
.  gentle  heat,  that  fo  at  length  the  remaining  liquor, 
may  be  of  a  thick  and  dark  coloured  reddilhnefs. 
Note  well  that  the  beft  part  of  the  burning  Spirit 
may  be  alfb  feparated  in  a  B.  and  referred  for  farther 
ufe,  but  its  remaining  and  weaker  part  may  beta¬ 
ken  out  with  the  excrad,outofthe  B.  M.and  be  eva¬ 
porated  in  a  Glafs  Veffel,  over  a  vaporous  B.  to  the 
thicknefs  of  Honey.  For  in  fo  doing,  there's  no 
fear  of  burning  the  extrad  in  the  Cucurbit,  if  the 
B.  fhould  be  over  hot ;  and  this  you  are  to  have  an 
efpecial  regard  unto.  But  if  the  evaporation  can¬ 
not  be  done  in  Glafs  Veffels,  by  a  vaporous  B.  then 
when  the  Efience  is  brought  to  fuch  a  pals  in  a  little 
Cucurbit,  pour  thereto  fbme  of  that  burning  Spirit, 
that  came  firft  over, and  prefently  fhakc  it  well  about, 
and  mix  it  well,  and  this  will  again  forthwith  ex- 
trad  the  pureft  part  ofthe Efience,  and  leave  behind 
a  few  Pieces,  with  a  little  of  the  fixt  Niter  Liquor, 
from  the  which,  the  burning  Spirit  together  w'ith  the 
Efience,  is  to  be  forthwith  feparated,  by  pouring  it 
off',  left  it  fhould  (by  any  longer  ftay  on  the  Fieces) 
draw  alfb  to  it  felf  the  Salt,  and  fo  not  get  the  fweet 
Savour  and  Odour  of  the  Efience.  But  if  any  one 
doth  yet  d^fire  to  make  the  Elfence  more  pure  and 
more  fw  eer,  he  may  extrad  it  yet  a  third  time  after 
the  atorelaid  manner,  and  after  this  third  labour 
there  will  remain  again  fome  more  Salt, and  the  Efience 


will  become  fweeter.  If  a  diligent  regard  be 
not  had  hereunto,  there  will  (for  the  moftpart) 
fome  of  the  fixed  Salt  abide  with  the  Efience,  and 
render  it  of  an  unpleafant  favour  :  this  admonition 
therefore  is  not  to  be  negleded,  but  fuch  a  one  that 
covets  the  obtaining  of  any  good  muft  beftow  his 
labour  with  all  kind  of  diligence. 

This  is  an  exad  defeription  of  the  manner  of  pre¬ 
paring  moft  efficacious  Medicines,  out  of  the  moft 
venemous  Herbs  and  Animals.  Furthermore  this  is 
to  be  noted,  that  when  the  Efience  is  extraded  by 
the  burning  Spirit,  out  of  the  Alkalizated  Herb  or 
Animal,  the  remainder  is  to  be  boiled  in  an  earthen 
or  glazed  Pot  even  to  drinefs,  and  afterwards  to  be 
made  red  hot,  that  all  the  impurity  may  be  confir¬ 
med  by  calcination,  and  the  pure  fixt  Niter  may  re¬ 
main  alone,  which  if  you  fet  in  a  Cellar,  and  do 
again  let  it  difiblveinto  a  liquor,  it  will  be  of  the 
fame  virtues  as  before,  and  thus  will  it  be  many  a 
time,  and  fo  may  the  Spirit  of  the  Wine  be  ufed  for 
the  like  operation. 

Now  although  this  fixed  Niter  doth  change  as 
well  venemous  Minerals,  as  Animals  and  Vegetables, 
and  reduce  their  venenofity  into  wholfome  Medicine  : 
yet  is  it  more  fir  for  the  fiilphureous  Vegetables,  A* 
nimals,  and  Minerals,  than  for  mercurial  ones  ;  and 
for  fuch  the  Acid  Spirit  of  Niter  is  more  fit,  though 
it  doth  alfo  difiblve,  correft,  and  tranfmute  Vege¬ 
tables,  Animals,  and  Minerals  ;  the  which  is  chief¬ 
ly  obfervable  in  the  Minerals,  for  therein  may  be 
learned  the  wonderfull  property,  and  the  all  things- 
changing  efficacy  of  this  Fire.  For  Niter  crude  as 
it  is  in  its  body,  being  mixed  with  combuftible  Ani¬ 
mals  and  Vegetables,  and  enkindled,  burns  up  all 
things,  and  drives  them  with  the  flame  up  into  the 
Air,  infomuch  that  nothing  fave  the  fixt  Salt  onely 
is  left  remaining:  And  therefore  this  crude  Niter 
is  altogether  unfit  for  Vegetables  and  Animals,  if  you 
would  have  any  good  from  them.  But  in  the  vene¬ 
mous  Minerals  it  performeth  its  office  better  than  the 
fixt  Niter,  or  than  the  volatile  corrofivc  or  Acid  Spi¬ 
rit,  as  (hall  be  afterwards  (hown  where  we  treat  of 
Minerals.  This  I  thought  expedient  to  advife  you 
of,  and  have  thus  done  to  this  end,  that  thofe  that 
are  defirous  of  the  Art  may  learn  the  divers  opera¬ 
tions  of  Niter.  The  crude  Niter  doth  fby  its  flame, 
difplay  its  virtues  upon  the  venemous  Animals,  and 
changeth  them  in  few  hours  fpace  into  fafe  Medica¬ 
ments  )  Being  reduced  into  a  fixt  liquor,it  difiTolveth 
all  fiilphureous- Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals, 
the  which  thing  the  common  or  crude  Niter,  as  alfo 
the  acid  and  corrofive  Spirit  will  never  do  :  As  this 
fixt  liquor  of  Niter  dlfo  difiblveth  wholly  the  fulphu- 
reous  Minerals,  and  leaves  nothing  behind  fave  the 
onely  Faeces.  So  the  acid  Spirit  of  Niter  difiblveth 
all  mercurial  Minerals,  that  nothing  remains  undifi 
folved.  From  whence  ’tis  evident,  that  every  nature’* 
doth  lovingly  embrace  its  like,  and  is  willingly  con- 
joyned  therewithal!,  and  efpecially  if  fuch  natures 
are  pure  and  clean,  and  not  mixed  with  any  other 
things.  But  that  you  may  yet  better  underftand 
thefe  things,  hearken  a  little  farther.  There  is  no 
Herb,  no  Animal,  no  Mineral,  that  confifteth  not 
of  its  three  firft  principles,  'viz,.  Salt,  Sulphur,  and 
Mercury,  bur  yet  are  thefe  very  unequal  :  for  in 
one  fubjedl,  the  Salt  is  moft  powerfull,  in  another, 
the  Sulphur,  in  a  third,  the  Mercury;  But  when 
in  fuch  fubjetfts  confifting  of  the  three  principles, 
there  is  not  too  much  inequality,  and  that  no  prin¬ 
ciple  bears  fway  over  anorh^,  then  either  the  acid. 


100 


I 


The  "Second  Vart  of  Part  II. 


Spirit,  or  the  fixed  Salt  of  the  Niter  will  alike  dif- 
I’olve  them,  as  is  evident  in  many  Vegetables  Mi¬ 
nerals,  and  Animals,  which  being  coinpounded  of 
well  tempered  Principles,  do  admit  of  Solution  and 
Correction,  both  by  the  fixt  Liquor,  as  alfo  by  the 
volatile  acid  Spirit :  For  example.  1  take  fbme  Herb, 
be  it  Napelltis,  or  Mandragora,  or  Opium,  or  lome 
Animal,  as  a  Spider,  Scorpion,  or  Golden  Scarabam, 

I  deal  on  this  Subjed  now  with  fixt  Niter  (  as  1  a- 
fore  taught  )  and  the  whole  will  be  difiblved,  chan¬ 
ged,  and  become  a  Me  Medicament,  (  for  they  con- 
fift  of  well  tempered  Principles.  )  If  now  I  pour  up¬ 
on  either  Subjed  the  acid  Spirit  of.  Niter,  it  will  be 
difiblved  therein,  changed,and  correded,  and  put  on 
the  nature  of  an  wholfome  Medicine,  as  well  as 
when  difiblved  in  the  aforefaid  Liquor.  Now 
though  both  Liquors  ,  'viz^,  the  fixe  Liquor  and 
the  acid  Spirit  do  arile  out  of  one  Root,  yet  do  they 
exceedingly  differ  in  their  nature,  and  do  prolecute 
as  it  were  each  the  other  with  a  deadly  hatred  ;  And 
that  becaufe  the  fixt  Liquor,  as  well  as  the  acid  Spi¬ 
rit,  are  in  fome  fort  as  vst  adverfaries,  and  do  not 
abfolutely  bear  fuch  fway  as  if  they  were  in  one 
Nature  For  they  are  from  one  fubjed,  and  are 
by  the  fire  drawn  out  of  common  Salt-peter,  and 
reduced  into  two  contrary  parts  and  into  Enemies 
oppofing  each  other.  But  they  are  again  conjoined, 
that  they  may  mutually  fet  upon  each  other,  with 
that  enmity  they  have  received  from  the  fire,  dnd 
may  overcome  and  kill  each  other,  then  neither  the 
fiery  Liquor,  nor  the  acid  Spirit  is  ariy  moredifeer- 
ned,  but  they  return  unto  that  which  they  were 
before,  and  from  which  they  were  born,  'uiz,.  un¬ 
to  Niter  or  common  Salt- peter.  Excellently  well 
therefore  fay  the  Philofophers,  make  the  fixt  Vola¬ 
tile,  and  the  Volatile  fixt.  Hermes  alfb  faith,  that 
our  Dragon  dieth  not  without  his  Brother  and  Sifter, 
many  things  might  be  fpoken  of  this  matter,  but 
they  belong  not  to  this  place,  but  to  the  fourth  part 
of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  in  which  is  treated 
of  the  Concentration  of  Gold  and  Silver  into  Tinc¬ 
tures,  but  if  fb  be  that  one  of  the  aforenamed  Princi¬ 
ples, whether  it  be  Sulphur  or  Mercury  (for  the  Salt 
is  not  to  be  here  confideredj  do  bear  overmuch  fway 
in  any  fubjed,  then  both  the  diffolvents  cannot  a- 
like  diffolve  that  body,  but  that  difiblvent  qnely 
which  is  appropriated  to  the  nature  of  that  Subjed  : 
As  for  example.  The  feed  of  any  Herb  (  though  it 
hath  a  mercurial  Salt)  yet  the  Sulphur  hath  the 
predominancy,  and  therefore  admits  of  diflblution 
by  the  fixt  Liq.uor  rather  than  by  the  acid  Spirit. 
But  if  the  Oil  be  feparated  from  the  mercurial  Salt, 
either  by  exprelTing  it  or  diflilling  it  our  of  the  Seed, 
then  the  fixt  Liquor  hath  a  greater  efficacy  of  ope¬ 
ration  upon  its  like,  and  diffolves  all  the  Oil,  with¬ 
out  leaving  any  part  thereof  behind.  But  contrari- 
w'ife,  the  Oil  being  fevered  from  its  mercurial  Salt, 
which  admitteth  of  the  acid  Spirit  onely,  the  acid 
Spirit  hath  no  power  at  all  to  diffolve  it,  though  he 
be  arifen  from  the  very  fame  Subjed,  as  his  brother 
the  fixt  Liquor  is.  So  then  the  Sifter  anfwers  not 
the  brother  in  the  like  operation,  and  'tis  iropoffible 
for  the  Sifter  to  accompli fn  thofe  things  that  the  Bro¬ 
ther  doth.  But  when  both  brother  and  lifter  are 
mixed  together,  they  do  again  beget  Children 
like  to  their  Parents,  zjiz,.  Hermaphrodites,  from 
whence  themfelves  had  their  Original,  returning  to 
limple  and  crude  Niter,  out  of  which  there  do  a- 
gain  proceed  the  like  Procreations  and  Generations 
of  tlie  mafeuliue  and  feminine  Sex.  And  fb  one  birth 


tranfmutes  it  felf  into  another,  augmenteth  and  bet- 
tereth  each  other  and  that  even  to  infinity,  if  it  do 
but  get  itsown  conjugal  bed,  and  be  dealt  withal  in  a 
Philofophical  manner.  And  what  we  have  faid  of 
the  vegetable  Sulphur,  the  farpemay  likewife  be  un* 
derftood  of  the  Animal  and  Mineral.  For  fiich  a 
Sulphur  as  is  fevered  from  its  Salt  and  Mercury,  the 
acid  Spirit  of  Niter  w’ill  not  diffolve,  but  its  fulphu- 
reous  Liquor  doth  readily  perform  it,  and  this  doth 
wjiolly  diffolve  the  common  mineral  Sulphur, 
whereas  the  acid  Spirit  leaves  it  untouched.  But 
fuch  a  Subjed  as  participates  of  both  Natures,  viz,. 
of  the  fulphureous  and  mercurial  one,  doth  admit  of 
diflblution  both  by  the  fixt  Liquor,  and  by  the  acid 
Spirit,  whether  it  be  a  Vegetable,  Animal,  or  Mi¬ 
neral.  Therefore  the  extreams,  viz,,  the  beginning 
and  the  end,  the  firft  Ens  and  laft  Effentiality,  the 
volatile  and  combuftible,  and  the  fixt  and  incom- 
buftible,  are  to  be  compared  with  each  other,  (  as 
thus.  )  Let  the  common  combuftible  Sulphur  and 
which  adheres  to  Minerals  and  Veins  of  Metals  be 
accompted  of  as  the  beginning,  and  let  Gold  be  ac- 
compted  the  end.  The  fixt  Liquor  now  diflblves  the 
Sulphur  wholly,  but  cannot  do  fo  with  the  ripe 
Gold ;  but  the  acid  Spirit  diffolves  that,  and  cannot 
at  all  diffolve  the  Sulphur.  But  now  fiich  as  are 
middle  Subjects  and  do  partake  of  both  natures,  viz,. 
of  a  fulphureous  and  a  mercurial,  fuch  as  are  Saturn, 
Jupiter,  Mars,  Venus,  Mercury,  Lune  ;  for  they  are 
diflolveable  by  both,  viz,,  by  the  fixt  Liquor,  and 
alfo  by  the  acid  Spirit.  But  by  how  much  the  more 
either  of  them  partake  of  combuftible  Sulphur,  by 
fo  much  the  eafier  doth  it  admit  Solution  by  the 
,  fixt  Liquor.  So  this  Liquor  doth  eafily  diffolve  thefe 
Minerals,  z;iz,.  Antimony,  Auripigment,  common 
Sulphur,  red  Arfenick,  &c.  and  of  metals  thefe, 
Mars,  Venus,  Jupiter,  Saturn,  difficultly  ;  Lune  more 
difficultly ;  Mercury  moft  difficultly ;  but  for  Sol, 
which  is  the  laft  and  beft  of  all,  it  doth  in  no  wife 
diffolve,  becaufe  it  is  plainly  freed  by  nature  from 
its  fuperfluous,  extraneous,  and  burning  Sulphur, 
and  is  wafhed,  purified,  and  maturated  into  a  moft 
pure  mercurial  Subftance.  Contrariwife  the  acid 
Spirit  (  ifit  beftrongenough)  doth  diffolve  all,  even 
from  thefupreameft  metal, -to  the  loweft  Mineral, 
Sulphur  cnely  excepted,  which  it  can't  diffolve.  Yet 
doth  it  more  eafily  diffolve  one  Subjeft  than  another 
according  aS  it  is  of  more  affinity  with,  or  remote, 
from  its  own  Nature.  And  therefore  every  Chymift 
may  eafily  know  the.  Nature  and  Properties  of  eve¬ 
ry  metal  and  mineral  by  the  diffolving  them,  with 
thefe  two,  viz,.  Liquor  and  acid  Spirit.  Note  well, 
I  have  (by  this  means)  found  out  what  Metals 
and  Minerals  are  of  peareft  Affinity  with  Gold,  and 
this  kind  of  enquiry  is  far  more  certain  and  fafer 
than  the  reading  6f  many  Books ;  nor  will  it  be 
hurtfull  to  him  if  he  did  underftand  the  fignature  of 
metals  and  minerals,  and  thereby  know  how  to  learn 
their  Nature  and  Property  ;  but  my  intent  is  not  to 
treat  of  that,  in  this  place,  but  will  refer  my  labour 
to  the  fecond  part  of  my  Treatife  of  the  Profperity 
of  Germany,  where  we  will  fpeak  of  the  Concentra¬ 
tion  of  Metals  and  Minerals.  But  that  I  may  trifle 
out  no  more  time  in  the  difeourfing  of  the  difference 
of  metals  and  minerals,  I  will  go  on  and  deferibe  how 
the  venemous  Subjefts  of  Animals  and  Vegetables 
are  to  be  diffolved  by  the  acid  Spirit  of  Niter,  to  be 
rranfmuted  and  ripened  thereby,  and  converted  in¬ 
to  fafe  Medicaments. 
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I’he  Vrocefs  ani  Freparation  is  as  follovjs. 
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A  K  E  either  Nux  Vomica,  or  venomous  party- 
-*■  coloured  Toads,  Scorpions,  Cantharides,  or  fuch 
like  venomous  Vegetables  or  Animals.  Cut  your 
Vegetables,  but  take  your  Animals  whole  as  they 
are,  that  fo  dying  ( in  the  Menfiruum  )  they  become 
greater  and  lafer  Medicaments,  put  them  in  fome 
glals:  As  for  example.  Take  one  Ounce  or  two  Oun¬ 
ces  of  the  Spirit  of  Niter  ;  put  it  in  a  glafswitha 
narrow  neck,  that  fb  it  may  be  flopped,  and  put 
into  that  Spirit  fuch  Vegetables  as  you  would  dif 
iolve  ;  which  being  diflblved  into  a  Liquor,  then  put 
yet  more  Herbs,  thus  doing  Ib  long  till  the  Spirit 
grows  thickifti,  and  can  difiblve  no  more.  After  the 
fame  manner  may  you  proceed  with  the  Animals  if 
dead;  but  if  alive,  then  to  the  Spirit  add  fome  water 
before  you  put  the  Vermine  thereinto  ;  for  the  too 
too  vehement, force  of  the  Spirit,  is  to  be  fb  allayed, 
that  the  Vermine  being  put  in  alive  may  nor  pre- 
lently  die,  but  may  kill  himfelf  with  his  own  proper 
Poifon.  For  if  the  Spirit  be  too  ftrong,  fuch  kind 
of  Animals  will  die  in  lefs  than  a  moment,  and  not 
know  what  hath  happened  unto  them.  But  now 
they  live  longer  in  the  milder  Spirit,  and  when  they 
fed  that  they  muft  needs  die,  they  are  extreamly 
enraged,  do  prick,  and  bite,  and  kill  themfelves  with 
their  own  Poifon,  infbmuch  that  the  venome  is  in- 
creafed,  and  the  Medicine  acquires  the  greater  Vir¬ 
tues.  So  then  thofe  which  thou  hafl  put  in  being 
dillolved,  add  more  until!  the  Spirit  becoming  thick, 
can  dlilblve  no  more  ;  ftrain  this  Solution  through  a 
thinLinnen  Cloath  into  another  glafs,and  pour  there¬ 
on  by  little  and  little,  or  drop  by  drop,  the  fixt  Li¬ 
quor  of  Niter,  that  it  may  kill  the  acid  Spirit,  and 
they  both  having  loft  their  ftrengths  return  into  Salt¬ 
peter  as  they  were  before,  and  the  correded  Vege¬ 
table  or  Animal  may  be  precipitated  to  the  bottom 
in  the  form  of  a  Powder.  When  you  have  fo  done 
pour  on  fome  more  frefti  Water,  or  Rain  water,  that 
the  Salt-peter  may  be  the  better  diflblved.  Then 
pour  out  all  the  Solution,  through  a  thin  Linnen 
Cloth  placed  in  a  glafs  Funnel,  into  another  glafs, 
that  fo  the  Salt  peter,  which  before  was  partly  an 
acid  Spirit,  and  partly  a  fixt  Liquor,  and  is  again 
become  Niter,  may  (  being  diffolved  with  the  water 
poured  thereon  )  run  through  the  Cloth,  and  that 
corrected  Vegetable  or  Animal  may  flay  behind  in 
the  fame,  the  which  by  pouring  on  ftore  of  fair  wa¬ 
ter,  is  to  be-  freed  of  all  Saltifhnefs,  and  afterwards 
to  be  put  together  with  the  Cloth  upon- Cap-paper 
feveral  times  doubled.  This  Paper  will  drink  up  all 
the  moifturc,  and  the  remaining  Animal  or  Vegeta¬ 
ble  Powder  will  flay  behind :  which  being  thusdried 
is  to  be  lay’dup  for  u(e,  and  may  afterwards  be  ufed 
either  per  fern  the  form  of  a  Powder  or  be  leduced  in¬ 
to  Pills,  which  before  this  preparation  could  not  be 
fafely  ufed,  nor  without  much  danger.  There  is 
befides,  another  way  of  turning  Animals  and  Vege¬ 
tables  by  the  acid  Spirit  of  Niter,  or  by  the  fixt  Li¬ 
quor  into  wholfome  Medicaments :  and  the  manner 
thereof  is  thus. 

Thofe  Subjects  which  refufe  to  be  diflblved  by  the 
fixt  Liquor,  are  diffolved  by  the  acid  Spirit,  and 
precipitated  with  the  fixt  Liquor,  or'  contrariwife 
thofe  which  are  not  diflblveable  by  the  acid  Spirit, 
are  difiolvcd  by  the  fixt  Liquor,  and  precipitated 
by  the  acid  Spirit.  All  being  precipitated,  and  the 
Diflblvenc  fufiieiently  flain,  let  fome  more  of-the  fixt 


Liquor  be  poured  thereupon,  fo  that  it  may  mi'ch 
exceed  in  quantity  the  acid  Spirit.  This  done,  let 
the  Phlegni  be  drawn  off  in  a  vaporous  B,  and  to 
the  remaininging  Liquor,  let  be  poured  as  much  bur- 
ning  Spirit  as  is  f'ufficient,  that  fb  it  may  by  extrac¬ 
tion  extrad  all  that  is  tobeextracfled.  This  burnirg 
Spine  operates  upon,  and  attradeth  to  it  feP,  noc* 
ther  thing  fkve  the  onely  Eflence  of  the  Herb  or  A- 
nimal  alone,  and  leaves  the  Diffolvents  untouchr. 
But  this  Eflence  is  no  ways  interiour  neither  in  vir¬ 
tue  or  efficacy,  to  that  which  was  prepared  after 
the  before  deferibed  manner.  And  thus  much  let 
fuffice  to  have  been  faid  of  the  preparation  of  Vege¬ 
table  and  Animal  Medicaments.  And  now  we  will 
betake  our  felves  (  in  God’s  Name  )  to  fpeak  fike- 
wife  of  Mineral  and  Metalline  Medicaments,  and 
fee  what  good  thing  the  Omnipotent  God  beftoweth 
on  us  by  the  benefit  of  thefe  things. 

The  preparation  of  Metalline  Medicaments  is  al- 
moft  a-kin,  and  like  to  the  precedent  preparation  of 
Vegetable  and  Animal  ones,  and  doth  herein  onely 
differ, that  the  moft  partof  Minerals  and  Metals,  are 
diffolved,  correded,  and  converted  into  fafe  Medi¬ 
caments  by  crude  and’  purified  Niter,  as  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner  demonftrates. 

Take  of  powdered  Antimony  and  purged  Niter 
each  alike,  mix  thefe  equal  parts  in  a  covered  Pot 
leaft  the  Mafs  leap  out,  calcine  it,  after  Calcination 
pour  it  forth,  and  reduce  the  Mafs  into  a  Powder, 
and  wafh  off  the  Salt  peter  with  Water  and  dry  the 
Antimony,  which  hath  now  loft  its  black  Colour, 
and  is  become  white.  Mix  it  again  with  an  equal 
part  of  Salt-peter,  calcine  it,  and  wafh  it,  and  re¬ 
peat  this  Labour  a  third  rime.  This  done,  the  An¬ 
timony  hath  laid  afide  all  its  venomofity  and  black- 
nefs,  and  become  white,  and  fuch  a  medicament,  as 
may  be  moft  fafely  adminiftred  in  expelling  all  Di- 
feafes  by  Swear,  the  Dofe  from  two,  three,  four, 
even  to  fix  Grains.  Note  well,  if  you  ufe  the  Regu¬ 
lus  inftead  of  the  Crude  Antimony,  it  will  prefently, 
in  the  firft  operation  become  a  white  Diaphore- 
tick,  and  to  be  adhibited  in  the  fame  Dofe.  Even 
after  the  fame  manner  may  you  deprive  poifbnous 
Arfenick,  Auripigmenr,  and  fuch  like  Poifbns  of 'all 
their  venomoufhefs,  and  tranfmute  them  into  moft 
fefe  Diaphoretick  Powflers.  Bur  forafmuch  as  the 
preparations  of  them  do  not  correfpond  with  every 
ones  mind,  yea  and  may  eafily  injure  the  ignorant 
and  unskilfull,  my  advice  to  fuch  men  is  this,  that 
they  abftain  from  medling  with  them  and  betake 
themfelves  to  Antimony  onely,  and  to  fix  him  well, 
for  that  they  may  ufe  him  with  far  more  fafety.  But 
that  I  fpeak  here  of  thofe  moft  highly  venomous 
Objedls,  I  did  it  for  this  end,  that  every  one  might 
know,  that  even  the  chiefeft  Poifons  may  be  correc¬ 
ted  and  tranfiuuted  into  Medicines,  ifserely  by  the 
help  of  Niter  alone.  But  he  that  defires  yet  farther 
to  render  Antimony  fafer  and  better,  lethim  ufe  the 
following  preparation :  Take  the  atorefaid  Diapho¬ 
retick  Antimony,  fixed  by  the  helpof  Niter,  dillolve 
it  up  in  ftrong  Jqua  Fortis :  and  being  diflblved, 
precipitate  it  with  the  fixt  Liquor  of  Niter,  that  it 
may  fettle  to  the  bottom  like  a  Inowy  Powder  .•  Pour 
off  the  moifture,  vapour  away  fome  part  of  the  hu¬ 
midity,  and  fet  by  the  remainder  that  the  Salt  may 
fhoot,  and  fb  will  you  have  your  Nicer  again.  As 
for  the  Powder,  dry  it  and  wafh  it  well  with  water, 
and  it  may  well  beftyled  a  Betoardicum  Mineral,  be¬ 
ing  a  moft  excellent  Medicine  to  expel  all  Difeafes  by’ 
Sweat,  the  Dofe  of  which  is  one,  two,  three,  four; 
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fix,  even  to  twelve  Grains,  according  as  the  Difeafe 
and  Patient  is.  But  I  have  fufficiently  enough  trea¬ 
ted  of  this  Medicine  at  large  in  my  other  Writings, 
and  therefore  needs  not  to  be  repeated  in  this  place. 
So  then  all,  Metals,  Minerals,  Stones,  and  whatfo- 
ever  is  in  the  World,  may  by  thefe  three  ways  be 
dilfolved  and  correded  by  Niter,  either  crude, 
fixed,  or  acid,  and  be  tranfmuted  into  Medicines 
void  Vail  kind  of  danger.  Thou  maift  dillblve 
all  the  Metals  (Gold  onely  excepted )  with  the 
acid  Spirit  of  Niter,  and  if  thou  put  thereto  a  lit¬ 
tle  5^/  Armoniack,  or  redifie  it  with  common  Salt, 
then  it  will  likewife  dilTolve  common  Gold.  But 
the  Minerals  are  dilTolved  with  the  fixt  Liquor  of 
Niter,  and  precipitated,  and  then  waflied  with 
common  water,  and  being  wafhed  are  ufed  to 
make  Medicine  with.  They  yield  fubtile  Powders, 
according  to  the  nature  and  property  of  their  Me 
tals  and  Minerals.  The  Powder  of  Gold  is  yellow, 
and  is  called  Aurum  Fulminans,  of  Silver,  Afhy,  of 
Copper,  Green,  of  Iron,  Red,  of  Tin,  and  Lead, 
White,  of  Antimony,  white  ;  of  Lafts  Calammarts, 
Tuna,  and  Cadmia,  Afhy  :  But  the  common  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  all  the  precious  and  common  Stones, 
it  (vtz,.  the  acid  Spirit)  cannot  diflolve,  but  leaves 
them  for  her  Brother,  the  fixed  Liquor  to  diffolve. 
5o  then  what  the  Sifter  cannot  do,  that  the 
Brother  can  perform  with  eafe,  and  that  which  the 
Brother  can’t  effecT,  that  the  Sifter  undertakes  the  ac- 
complifhment  of ;  and  what  neither  of  them  can 
poffibly  perform,  we  fee  it  poffible  to  be  done,  by 
their  Father  and  Mother,  i/iz..  the  crude  Niter,  in- 
fomuch  that  to  this  fubjed  is  a  power  given  of  doing 
what  you  pleafe.  But  that  I  may  perfectly  demon- 
ftrate,"  that  Niter  is  able  to  diffolve  all  the  things 
that  are  in  the  World,  and  may  withall  fhew,  how 
thofe  fubjecTs,  which  yields  not  to  a  Solution  by  the 
acid  Spirit  may  come  under  the  power  of  the  fixt 
Niter,  I  will  proceed  on,  and  begm  with  the  com¬ 
mon  Sulphur. 

Take  Sulphur  reduced  into  Powder,  one  part,  of 
fixt  Niter  two  parts,  put  them  in  a  Cucurbit,  pour 
thereon  twice  as  much  water  as  they  both  of  them 
weigh,  wz,.  fix  parts.  Boil  them  about  one  hour 
in  Sand,  in  which  boiling  the  Liquor  of  the  fixt  Ni¬ 
ter,  will  diflolve  the  Sulphur  into  a  red  Solution. 
Strain  it  through  Cap  Paper,  and  precipitate  it  by 
the  acid  Spirit,  then  wafh  it,  and  you  fhall  have  a 
white  and  fubtile  Powder,  profitable  in  the  Difeafes 
of  the  Lungs.  And  now  it  remains  that  I  fhew  you 
Flints,  Sand,  Cryftal,  all  kinds  of  Stones  both  pre¬ 
cious  ones  and  common,  (which  the  acid  Spirit  is 
nor  capable  of  dilfolving)  may  be  diffolved  by  the  fixt 
Niter,  and  difplay  their  Virtues,  the  which  is  thus 
done.  Make  the  Flint,  Cryftal,  Marble,  or  any 
other  Stone  that  is  meltable  in  the  Fire  into  a  Glafs, 
very  red  hot,  and  prefently  fquench  it  in  cold  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  dry  it,  that  it  may  be  powdered  with  eafe. 
Take  one  part  of  this  Powder,  and  three  or  four 
parts  of  fixt  Niter,  mix  them  well,  put  them  into  a 
Crucible,  and  cover  the  Pot,  and  melt  them  with  a 
ftrong  Fire  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  that  it  may  become 
a  tranfparent  Glafs.  Then  turn  it  out.  Powder  it, 
and  fet  it  in  a  Glafs  Veffel  in  a  moift  Cellar,  that  the 
Stone  may  be  turned  into  a  Liquor  ;  or  elfe  having 
powdered  the  faid  molten  Glafs,  pour  common  Wa¬ 
ter  thereupon,  which  will  diflolve  the  Powder.  If 
now  you  pour  the  laid  acid  Spirit  of  Niter  on  the 
clear  Solution,  then  the  fixt  Niter  being  deprived  of 
its  fiery  virtue  and  force,  will  let  fall  the  diffolved 
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Stone  in  the  form  of  a  Powder,  which  is  to  be  wafh¬ 
ed  with  ftore  ofWater,  and  be  dried,  and  it  will  be 
the  Magiftcry  of  that  Stone,  which  this  operation  -is 
beftowed  on.  Thefe  Stones  may  likew'ife  be  digef- 
ted  and  diffolved  in  a  ftrong  Glafs  feton  Sand,  with 
the  fixt  Niter  Liquor,  but  this  moift  way  is  more 
flow  and  tedious  than  the  former  dry  way  which  « 
done  by  melting.  And  befides,  the  Glaffes  them- 
felves  cannot  long  endure  this  liquor,  but  are  there¬ 
with  allodiliolved.  Now  thefe  Magifferies  or  Stones 
thus  prepared  are  profitable  in  the  Stone,  the  whidi 
they  do  not  onely  expel  out  of  the  Reins,  but  like- 
wife  out  of  the  Bladder,  if  it  be  not  too  much  hard- 
ned.  If  you  defire  to  make  this  Medicine  yet  bet¬ 
ter,  then  do  thus.  Take  the  Liquor  of  the  Flints 'or 
Cryftals,  that  are  diffolved  in  a  Cellar  after  their 
having  been  melted,  put  it  in  a  Vial  having  a  long 
Neck,  whereon  pour  twice  as  much  Spirit  of  Wine, 
but  fee  that  the  Belly  of  your  Glafs  be  but  half  full ; 
then  let  fome  body  or  other  fhake  the*  Glafs  in  their 
hands  ftrongly  up  and  down,  and  commix  the  Li¬ 
quor  and  Spirit  of  Wine  well,  then  will  the  Spirit 
penetrate,  diffolve  and  render  it  fweet.  Note  well, 
this  agitation  is  neceffary,  becaufe  if  it  be  not  thus 
toflcd  to  and  fro,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  will  ftand  at 
the  top  of  the  Liquor,  and  not  attraft:  the  fixt  Niter 
to  it  felf  Now  when  the  Spirit  of  Wine  that  you 
poured  firft  on,  is  fharp  enough,  pour  that  out  and 
pour  on  more,  and  when  that  is  fharp  enough,  de¬ 
cant  that  alfb,  and  pour  on  more,  repeat  this  operati¬ 
on  fb  often,  untill  the  Liquor  of  the  Stones  be  rehdred 
fweet.  Note  well,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  muft  be  void  of 
all  Phlegm,  for  if  there  be  in  it  any  water,  the  Liquor 
of  the  Stones  would  be  precipitated  into  a  Powder, 
But  he  that  proceeds  well  and  rightly  will  obtain  a  no¬ 
ble  Medicine  againft  the  Stone  of  the  Microcofm. 

N.  B.  After  that  the  Liquor  of  the  Stones  is 
brought  to  a  fweetnefs,  it  is  to  be  covered  over  with 
the  Spirit  of  Wine,  in  the  Glafs  you  keep  it  in,  that 
fo  the  Liquor  may  abide  in  its  Liquidity,  otherwife  it 
will  in  a  few  days  fpace  be  turned  into  a  Stone  in 
the  Glafs.  When  you  would  ufe  the  Liquor,  ftop 
the  mouth  of  the  Glafs  with  your  Thumb,  and  turn 
down  the  Glafs  that  the  Spirit  of  Wine  may  (as  be¬ 
ing  lighter)  give  place  for  the  Liquor  to  flow  out  by 
your  Thumb,  and  thus  may  you  take  out  as  much 
Liquor  as  you  plelfe.  1  have  been  the  more  curi¬ 
ous  in  deferibing  this  preparation  in  this  place,  that 
fb  no  error  may  be  committed,  feeing  this  labour  re¬ 
quires  an  expert  Man,  and  not  fuch  a  rude  and  in¬ 
lipid  Sot  Farnerifs  is.  Experience  teftifies  that  the 
Liquor,  and  the  Magiftery  of  Sand,  Flints,  Cryftals, 
and  fuch  like  Stones,  are  endued  with  one  and  the 
fame  virtues.  Any  one  may  chufe  which  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  is  beft.  I  commend  the  common  white  Flints, 
that  are  in  the  Sands  of  Rivers.  The  Magiftery 
of  thelc  are  notably  conducive  to  weak  Stomachs, 
nor  is  any  thing  corrupted  by  the  fame,  whatfbever 
Difeafes  they  be  ufed  unto.  The  Dofe  of  the  Pow¬ 
der  is  4,  8,  la,  20,  ;o  Grains,  of  the  Liquor,  r, 

1,  %,  4,  even  to  10  Grains.  This  Liquor,  wherefb- 
ever  it  comes,  adheres  to  every  matter  it  meets  with, 
if  it  be  kept  in  a  dry  place,  it  becomes  a  natural  and 
tranfparent  Stone.  In  Man’s  Body,  icattracTs  to  it  felf 
its  like,  and  carries  it  off  with  it  felf.  There  lie  hid  in 
it  many  other  fecrets,  which  forafmuch  as  they  per¬ 
tain  not  to  this  place,  are  to  be  found  in  my  other 
Writings.  Moreover  there  are  Stones  found  which 
do  not  admit  of  Solution  either  by  the  fixt  Liquor  . 
or  add  Spirit,  and  they  are  to  be  thus  tamed.  Take 
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that  Stone  which  yields  not  to  a  Solution  by  the  fixt 
Niter  Liquor,  nor  by  the  acid  Spirit,  beat  it  into 
Powder,  then  mix  it  with  three  rimes  as  much  of 
the  Powder  of  pure  and  well  dried  Niter.  Then 
with  this  mixture  fill  a  Crucible  half  full,  take  up  a 
Coal  with  your  Tongs,  and  put  it  into  the  matter, 
and  hold  it  hard  on,  leaf!:  the  flame  throw  it  clear 
out  again.  So  the  Niter  being  kindled  by  the  Coal 
doth  (  together  with  the  Stone)  flame  and  burn  up, 
and  caufe  fuch  a  Ipeedy  qnd  vehement  Fire,  that 
the  Stone  is  thereby  penetrated  and  opened,  and 
may  (after  this  operation)  be  difiblved  with  common 
Water.  This  done,  the  Solution  which  hath  imbi¬ 
bed  ('or  which  contains)  the  difPolved  Stone,  is  to 
be  purified  by  palling  it  through  Cap  Paper,  and  to 
be  precipitated  by  pouring  in  of  the  acid  Spirit,  that 
fb  the  Stone  may  fettle  down  in  the  form  of  a  Pow 
der,  the  which  is  to  be  wafhed  with  Water,  to  be 
dried  and  kept  forufe.  Thus  now  have  we  difiblved 
all  the  Metals,  all  Stones,  all  Vegetables,  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  and  tranfmutedthem  into  Medicament's.  And 
were  there  yet  any  other  thing  in  nature  befidesthefe 
liibjefls,  or  could  there  be  found  any  thing  elfe,  J 
would  have  taught  its  Solution  by  this  ray  univerfal 
Menfiruun.  But  forafinuch  as  I  find  nothing  elfe  befides 
Vegetables, Animals,and  Minerals,aslikewife  all  kinds 
of  Stones,  yea  and  Glafs  itfelf,  nor  can  find  ought  be¬ 
fides,  it  will  defervedly  remain  an  univerfal  Mtnftru 
um^  and  Dififolvent  (though  the  moamifh  deriders, 
and  brethren  ofignorance,and  haters  of  the  truth, fplit 
for  anger)  confiant,  unconquered,  and  incompara¬ 
ble,  as  long  as  the  World  Hands.  As  to  its  efficacy 
in  bettering  and  eorrecHihg  Metals,  the  fecond,  third, 
and  fourth  Parts  of  niy  Treatife  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany  will  teftifie,  for  therein  we  treat  of  the  con 
centration  of  Metals.  But  as  for  fuch  other  myfieries 
as.  concern  true  Hermetick  Philofophy  ,  and  that 
lie  hid  in  this  wonderfull  fubjetfi,  they  are  accurate 
ly  and  fuccincftly  defcribed  in  my  Treatife  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Gold,  and  of  the  concentration  of  the  Ele 
ments,  in  which  Book  the  fiudious  Reader  may  de¬ 
light  himfelf  with  divine  and  humane  Miracles.  So 
now  we  have  proved  and  demonfirated,  that  Niter 
is  an  univerfal  Difiblvenr,  feeing  there 

is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  things  that  is  able  to  re 
lift  its  difiolving  virtues;  nor  can  its  like  be  found 
cut.  Well  therefore  may  it  moft  defervedly  remain, 
as  in  very  deed  it  is,  and  as  ’tis  accounted  of  both 
by  my  felf  and  all  skillfull  Chymifts.  But  now  if 
any  one  (hall  objedt  and  fay,  that  the  before  produ 
ced  proofs  are  no  ways  fatisfadlory  to  him,  neither 
do  demonftrate  that  this  difiblvent  is  alfb  profitable 
as  to  the  Philofbphick  Work,  I  do  not  intend  to 
anfwer  him,  nor  will  I  fb  open  my  Bofom  to  fuch 
Adventerers  as  Arnolchs  did  to  LuUy,  but  leave  fe- 
cret  things  in  a  fecret  place.  I  have  fpoken  enough, 
and  do  alfo  fpeak  much  in  my  Treatife  of  the  con¬ 
centration  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  He  that  under- 
fiands  not  my  fayings,  and  doth  as  yet  defpife  them, 
has  no  reafbn  to  reckon  himfelf  amongft  the  Adep- 
tifts  and  Sons  of  Hermes^  but  rather  is  of  the  rank  of 
the  Farmrians  fodality,  and  muft  remain  at  the  Hogs 
Trough. 

The  Ufej  To’iver^  and  Virtues^  of  the  Medicaments  out 
of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals :  The  Com- 
foftion  whereof  ive  taught  above. 

AS  concerning  Vegetables,  fome  few  of  them 
there  are  that  need  corredling  by  the  univerfal 


dilTolvent.  For  fUch  things  as  are  in  their  own  na* 
mre  whole  and  found,  need  not  any  Medicament- 
tor  Rofemary,  Fether-few,  fwcet  Marjoram,  Sage, 
Ihym.e,  and  fuch  like  Herbs  needs  no  corredtion, 
bur  may  be  reduced  into  their  fweet  Efi'ences,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  ways  that  I  have  prefcribed  in  the  firlf 
part ;  but  thofe  Flerbs  that  are  more  ftrongly  opera¬ 
tive,  andufed  in  medicinal  affairs,  are  not  without 
danger,  fuch  as  are  Henbane,  Hemlock,  Mandrake, 
opium.  Tobacco,  Napellus,  Lev  ant -Berries,  Nux  Vo¬ 
mica,  (Src.  thefe  muft  be  amended  by  a  good  correc¬ 
tion,  or  elfe  can  they  not  befafely  taken  into  the  bo- 
uy-  If  they  be  difiblved  by  the  fiery  operative  A-Ze;?- 
ftruum^  and  correfted  thereby,  (as  we  fhewed  in  the  ’ 
foregoing  difeourfe)  then  may  they  be  taken  into 
the  Body  rnoft  fafely,  and  without  any  danger,  and 
will  perform  things  wonderfull  in  Medicine.  ’And 
whatfbever  was  a  Poifbn  before  is  afterwards  ren- 
dred  a  Poifbn  fubduing  Antidote  For  Example, 
Henbane,  Mandrake,  Opium,  have  by  their  nature 
a  ftupefaiflive  power,  and  do  fupprefs  the  viral  Spi¬ 
rit,  do  infeift,  or  deftroy,  the  Humtdum  Radtcaie,  do 
procure  overmuch  Sleep,  yea,  do  clofe  up  the’Pife 
in  perpetual  Sleep  But  now  thofe  Herbs  being 
corredled  by  the  force  of  the  fiery  Water,  and  being 
difiblved  of  their  Poifbn,  do  no  morehurt,  but  allay 
all  inward  and  outward  pains,  do  pacific  the  vital 
Spirits  being  provoked  and  enraged,  do  compofe  all 
difquietudes  with  a  fweet  pleafant  reft,  do  expel! 
venemous  humours  out  of  the  Body  by  Sweat,  and 
do  by  reducing  all  things  into  a  quiet  State,  heal 
many  Difeafes.  The  Cicuta  or  Hemlock,  Napellus, 
Levant  berries,  Nux  Vomica,  &C.  do  not  onely  caufe  a 
moft  deadly  Sleep,butdo  alfbprovokemoft  vehement 
vomitings,  and  make  moH  accute  prickings  in  the 
body,  and  deprive  Men  of  their  Scences  and  under- 
fiandings,  and  do  atlaft  bring  on  Death,  if  they  be 
admitted  into  the  Body  in  too  great  a  quantity,  and 
are  not  drawn  out  from  thence  again  by  ffrohg  vo¬ 
mitings.  Bur  fuch  Herbs  being  correefed,  and  chan¬ 
ging  the  Poifon  into  wholfome  Medicaments,  do  no 
morecaufefuch  horrible  and  dreadfully  painfullSymp- 
torns,  but  by  penetrating  the  whole  Body  in  a 
harmlefs  and  infenfible  manner,  do  takeaway  allob- 
ftruftions,  and  calf  forth  all  hurtfull  things  out  of 
the  Body,  by  fweat,  urine,  and  ftool,  and  frees  the 
inward  bowels  by  purging  them  from  all  impure  hu¬ 
mours,  and  do  happily  take  away  occult  Difeafes.  . 
And  now  if  they  did  before  load  the  head  with  a  very 
great  heavinefs  and  render  it  mad  and  unfbund,  it 
doth  now  mundifie  it,  and  purge  it,  and  free  it  from 
grievous  and  obnoxious  Vapours,  and  do  comfort  the 
Brain  and  make  Ingenuity  or  Memory  better.  So 
that  what  they  did  corrupt  (before  their  corredion) 
they  do  now  (  after  their  being  bettered  ,}  amend  and 
refrefh  it.  Bur  however  you  are  to  have  good  re¬ 
gard,  that  you  be  carefully  provident  in  the  ufe  of 
thefe  Medicaments,  that  you  exceed  not  a  due  mea- 
fure,  and  lb  commit  an  errour,  for  it  is  not  lawfull 
to  play  with  fuch  kind  of  penetrative  Medicaments. 

The  ftrongeft  purgative  Medicaments,  as  Efula, 
Cataputia,  Stavejacre,  Gummi  Gutta,  and  fuch  like, 
being  dififolved  in  this  Menjlruum,  and  precipitated, 
do  lofe  their  vehement,  and  as  it  were  venernous 
quality ,and  become  fafe  and  gentle  purges.  N.  B. 
You  are  here  to  obferve  (as  concerning  this  So¬ 
lution)  that  forafmuch  as  the  Seed  of  Cata¬ 

putia,  Stavejacre,  as  like  wife  Gattrs  Gambogia,  and 
Scammonj,  are  ofa  fat  andrefinous  nature,arc  not  to 
be  difiblved  with  the  acid  Spirit  ofNiter^  but  with  its 

fixe 


Si 


fixt  Liquor,  or  better  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  cor¬ 
roborated  and  alkalizated  by  fixe  Niter,  and  to  be 
precipitated  with  the  acid  Spiiit.  And  lb  with  the 
lame  Spirit  of  Wine,  being  made  more  ftrong  by  the 
addition  of  the  fixt  Niter,  all  Gums  that  have  a  fat 
quality  (  may  be  thus  dealt  with  )  and  contrariwise 
luch  as  are  not  fat  may  be  dillblved  with  the  acid 
Spirit,  and  precipitated  with  its  contrary  Liquor. 
Solikewife  all  bitter  Juices,  as  Aloes,  Myrrh,  and  the 
like,  being  therewith  diflblved  and  corredled  do  ac¬ 
quire  a  more  Sweeter  and  more  gratefull  Savour. 
It  is  alfo  very  fitting,  for  the  grievoufly  Smelling 
Gums,  as  JJJ'a.  FeetUa  is,  and  for  correfting  other 
Such  like  ftinking  things  arifing  from  Animals  or  Ve¬ 
getables,  and  So  Spoil  them  of  their  grievous  Odour, 
and  for  correcting  them  into  a  gratefull  Smell.  In- 
Somuch  that  Somethings  that  emir  even  almoft  an  un- 
grateSull  Itinch  may  be  So  tranSmuted  as  that  they 
may  afterwards  yield  a  pleaSant  fi-nell.  And  although 
that  I  made  Some  mention  of  this  Work  or  Operati¬ 
on  Some  years  ago  in  the  firft  Book  of  my  Philolb- 
phical  Furnaces,  where  mention  is  made  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  yet  will  I  not  leave  it  off  So,  but  deScribe 
more,  yea  and  compendiouSer  ways  too  in  my  third 
part  of  the  Sfagyrical  Tharmacofeea ,  for  effecting 
Such  matters,  and  thereto  refer  the  ftudious  for  the 
preparing  of  pleaSant  and  efficacious  Medicines. 

As  for  Such  Animals  as  lerve  for  the  Kitchin,  as 
Beef,  Mutton,  Pork,  Hens,  GeeSe,  and  Such  like, 
alSo  Filhes  and  Birds,  they  need  not  much  correcti¬ 
on.  Thole  of  them  that  are  a  year  old  or  more  may 
be  boiled  with  Water,  Salt,  Spice,  Wine,  and  Vine¬ 
gar,  &c,  the  younger  may  be  roafted  on  a  Spit. 
Thke  are  not  hurtfull  to  Such  men  as  are  in  health, 
if  they  feed  on  them  and  drink  after  it  a  good  draught 
of  good  Wine  or  Ale,  that  lb  they  may  thereby  vvafh 
down  into  the  Stomach  any  fuch  matters  as  might 
ftay  by  the  way  in  theThroat, 

If  now  any  one  would  make  uSe  of  venomous 
Worms,  and  InSeCts  in  Medicines  (  for  Sometimes 
they  perform  far  more  in  Medicine  than  Vegetables 
can,  as  experience  witneffeih)  they  are  not  to  be 
adhibited  without  correction.  But  I  do  not  here 
underltand  the  Kitchin  correction,  which  is  done  by 
Wine,  Sugar,  and  Spices ;  blit  Such  an  one  as  in 
which  all  the  parts  remain  together,  and  are  correc¬ 
ted  and  amended  by  the  fiery  Menfiruum^  and  that 
.without  the  addition  of  any  other  thing  as  we  taught 
before.  And  being  on  this  wife  corrected,  they  do 
not  onely  Safely  conduce  to  a  Medicinal  help  in 
deSperate  DifeaSes,  but  do  alSo  become  of  greater 
affiltance  and  comfort  to  many  a  fick  Perfon,  and 
purchafe  to  their  Authours  a  greater  honour.  It  is 
well  known  even  to  blind  Bayards  and  Barbars  what 
effects  fbmetimes  the  great  Earth-worms,  Scarabs- 
nss^  Cantharides,  Afelli  ov  Pigs-lice,  and  Suck  likeU- 
rine  provoking  InfeCts  do  effeCt,  being  adminiftred 
to  the  fick,  crude,  dried  onely  and  lb  powdered  ; 
hp  that  defires  to  procure  a  good  quantity  of  Earth¬ 
worms,  let  him  but  thruft  a  ftick  into  the  Earth, 
and  ftir  it  to  and  fro  thereby  to  diSquict  the  Worms, 
for  they  will  preSently  gueSs  that  the  devouring 
Mole  is  at  hand,  and  will  for  fear  creep  by  heaps 
out  of  the  Earth,  So  as  you  may  then  eaSily  take 
them.  If  any  one  lo.aths  the  Worms  themSelves,  let 
him  take  that  Earth  which  the  Worms  do  caft  out  to 
the  top  of  the  ground,  after  a  warm  Rain  in  the 
Springtime,  and  is  like  Small  bunches;  as  if  they 
(hould  Say,  give  us  our  lives  for  this  Earth’s  Sake  ; 
and  from  thence  you  may  extraCt  an  ElSence,  which 


will  be  as  profitable  to  you  as  if  you  took  us  :  N.B. 
The  Merulie  or  Blackbirds  Seeks  after  this  Earth  and 
carries  it  to  her  young  ones  lying  in  the  Neff,  which 
thing  they  would  not  do,  did  it  contain  no  good 
in  it,  but  would  rather  take  the  Worms  themfelves 
and  carry  them.  A  Dog  which  hath  devoured  ma¬ 
ny  bones  Seeks  out  for  ibme  clean  place  to  dung  in, 
either  on  a  finooth  ftone,  or  on  the  graSs,  as  that  he 
fhould  fay,  This  do  I  give  you  by  way  of  thankful¬ 
ness  for  the  food  which  you  have  beftowed  on  me, 
keep  it  and  ufe  it  according  to  your  knowledge. 
N.B.  The  greateft  Vertuesof  Animals  are  placed 
in  their  Excrements,  and  not  in  their  flefh.  Next 
the  Excrements  are  the  Superfluities  of  the  bodies, 
which  (  in  men  )  are,  the  Hair,  Teeth,  and  Nails: 
In  Beads,  the  Hairs,  Teeth,  Hoofs,  and  Horns;  In 
Birds,  the  Claws,  and  Feathers,  &e.  And  that  the 
May  Worm  frees  from  the  Gout  and  Stone,  See 
DoClour  fVierus,  he  hath  written  a  peculiar  TreatiSe 
of  the  Gout,  and  of  the  wandering  or  moveable 
pains  of  the  Joints,  and  of  the  intrinfecal  and  hidden 
Scurvy,  and  other  Such  like  DiSeafes,  and  which 
are  commonly  accompted  of  as  uncurable ;  all 
which  he  teacheth  the  removal  of,  by  the  means  of 
the  May  worms,  or  undious  Scarabaus's.  Nor  in¬ 
deed  is  it  without  ground,  that  there  is  Sometimes 
more  effected  by  Such  abjed  and  contemptible  Ver- 
mine,  than  by  the  moff  precious  and  highly  efteem- 
ed  Compositions  and  Vegetables:  This  pow  they  do 
crude  as  they  are,  and  uncorreded.  But  if  the  great 
Earth-worms,  and  principally  their  Enemies,  w*. 
thoSe  black,  finooth,  and  many  footed  Verminc, 
that  Suck  from  the  Worms  their  Juice  and  Strength ; 
and  likewise  thofe  broad,  and  party-coloured,  ve- 
nereous  Small  Vermine,  which  we  have  before  men¬ 
tioned  ( if  all  thefe  I  fay  J  be  correded  by  the  fiery 
Menfirmpj,  they  would  not  onely  drive  forth  Urine, 
and  the  Stone,  fkSely  and  without  hurt,  but  would 
withal  moft  notably  flrengthen  the  nature  of  Man, 
and  be  a  great  comfort  to  many  debilitated  Gallants. 
The  green  Scarabam's,  the  Cantharides,  and  green 
Flies,  being  all  of  a  venereal  Nature,  do  (  being 
correded  )  not  onely  drive  forth  the  Stone  and 
Urine,  but  do  alSo  wonderfully,  fliew  th-eir  efficacy 
in  the  Feet  Gout,  wandring  Gout,  and  other  grie¬ 
vous  DiSeafes  which  have  already  gotten  deep  root¬ 
ing  :  But  that  black  and  flow  creeping  May  worm, 
or  undious  Scarab  am  doth  operate  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  of  them  all,and  may  be  plentifully  enough  had 
in  the  Months  of  May  and  June.  The  whole  knack 
of  the  bufinefs  doth  confift  in  this,  that  Such  Ver¬ 
mine  be  well  correded  with  the  Liquor  Alkaheft, 
and  So  prepared  before  they  be  made  ufe  of.  As 
for  thofe  great  and  horned  Scarabam's,  that  live  up¬ 
on  the  Juice  and  RoSms  of  Nuts,  Cherries,  and 
Plums,  and  are  wholly  of  a  Balfamick  Nature,  if 
they  be  correded,  I  do  highly  encourage  the  ufe 
of  them  both  inwardly  and  outwardly,  'viz,,  when 
the  internal  and  external  Members  are  tormented 
with  moft  vehement  pricking  Pains  and  TormentsL 
As  f©r  Emmets  or  Ants  they  have  a  wholfdme 
and  efficacious  Balfam,  and  are  healers  both  of  in¬ 
ward  and  outward  Dolours  But  the  chiefeft  of 
them  are  thole  that  live  in  Woods  wherein  arc  ftore 
of  Pines,  and  Fir-trees,  and  do  there  feed  upon  the 
Rofins  of  the  Trees,  and  do  not  as  the  others  do, 
live  upon  leaves  and  graft,  but  do  in  the  Summer 
Months  ftore  their  little  Holes  with  the  fmall  Grains 
of  thofe  Rofins  for  their  Winter  food.  And  this  the 
Inhabitant.?  of'  t;hoSe  Woods  know  full  well,  and  do 
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leek  after  it  and  feli  it  the  Druggtfts  inftead  of  Mal- 1 
tick  For  it  anCwers  to  the  Maflick  that  comes  out  of 
India  in  efficacy,  vertues,  form,  and  odour,  and  hap¬ 
ly  we  might  not  need  that  Gum,  knew  we  but 
how  to  get  and  ufe  this.  There  is  great  variety  and 
plenty  of  fuch  like  Infers  as  thefe,  which  without 
‘all  queftion  may  be  of  great  ufe  in  medicine  ;  but 
feeing  they  can’t  be  gotten  in  fitch  plenty  as  the  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Minerals  may  be,  the  u(e  of  them  is 
forbo'rn,  and  rarely  are  they  fought  afier.  Nor  in¬ 
deed  is  it  neceffary  to  feek  after  and  fetch  from  far, 
fitch  things  as  we  have  prefent  before  our  Eyes. 
The  drift  of  my  writing  is  this  primarily,  that  1  may 
demonftrate,  that  there  are  in  the  univerfal  Men- 
Jlruum,  fitch  vertues  as  are  ajjlc  to  corred  all  vene- 
mous  Animals,  and  deprive  them  of  their  Poifons, 
and  to  convert  them  into  wholfome  medicaments, 
for  the  honour  and  renown  of  it,  was  I  even  con- 
ftrained  to  write  thefe  things.  And  as  to  its  ener¬ 
getical  Operation  on  venemous  Minerals,  it  is  fuffi- 
cientlr  enough  known,  and  doth  moft  clearly  appear 
even  in  its  etfed  upon  Antimony  alone,  the  which 
being  burnt  twice  or  thrice  with  common  Niter,  is 
wholly  deprived  of  its  blacknefs,  and  cloaths  it  ielf 
with  a  moft  white  colour,  and  becomes  a  Diapho- 
retick  and  an  all-evil  refifting  Powder.  So  is  it  to 
with  Arfenick  and  Auripigment,  thofe  moft  vehe¬ 
ment  Poifons,  which  may  be  fo  changed  in  a  few 
hours  fpace,  as  that  they  may  be  taken  afterwards 
into  the  Body  without  any  hurt  or  danger,  and  will 
fubdue  and  expel  the  greateft  Poifons,  though  indeed 
there’s  no  necelllty  of  making  ufe  of  thofe  venemous 
Subjects,  feeing  there  is  plenty  enough  of  other 
means.  ’Tis  fufficient  that  we  have  fhown,  that 
Niter  hath  fuch  notable  vertues,  as  to  be  able  to  in¬ 
vert  the  venemous  Nature  of  every  Vegetable,  A- 
nimal,  and  Mineral,  and  of  tranfmuting  the  Poifon 
into  a  wholfome  Medicament.  Now  becaufe  the 
Animal  vertues  are  more  efficacious  than  the  Vege¬ 
tables,  and  that  the  Minerals  exceed  them  both, 
therefore  by  good  right  are  thofe  Minerals  of  great- 
eft  ufe  in  medicine,  which  be  moft  efficacious,  moft 
fweet,  and  moft  fafe.  Bur  yet  we  would  willingly 
have  the  Animals  and  Vegetables  to  retain  their  own 
dignity  and  ftation  :  And  for  the  better  difeovery  of 
the  difference  betwixt  thefe,  and  that  my  Neigh¬ 
bour  may  be  the  better  and  more  fincerely  ferved, 
neceffiry  doth  even  require  a  larger  explanation. 
This  therefore  is  generally  to  be  obferved,  that  by 
how  much  the  riper  the  Minerals  be  (and  fo  ’tis 
with  the  Animals  and  Vegetables  )  by  fo  much  the 
nearer  they  are  to  the  Sun,  and  abide  therein,  fo 
much  the  fafer  and  fecurcr  may  they  be  taken  into 
the  Body.  All  Flerbs,  Vermine,  and  Animals,  that 
delight  in  a  warm  Air,  and  love  to  abide  therein,  are 
never  infeefted  or  impregnated  with  lb  great  a  Poifon 
as  thofe  are  that  delight  rather  in  obfeure,  fhady, 
and  darkfome  places.  For  Napellus,  Mandragora^ 
Cicuta,  and  fuch  like  Herbs  are  never,  or  at  leaft 
moft  rarely,  to  be  found  in  other  than  dark  places 
that  are  ihaded  over.  And  fo  the  moft  venemous 
Animals  and  Vermine,  do  moft  willingly  take  up 
their  abode  in  holes  of  the  Earth,  in  cold  and  dark- 
Ibme  Dens  ;  and  by  reafon  of  the  want  of  the  warm 
Air  remain  venemous,  aud  do  neceflarily  hurt  man¬ 
kind.  But  being  digefted  by  the  Liquor  of  lixt  Ni¬ 
ter,  they  dcpofic  their  venemous  quality  and  become 
wholfome  Medicaments.  So  then  all  the  maturati¬ 
on  of  things  confiftethin  heat,  but  Poifon  confifteth 
in  cold,  witnefs  Wine  and  the  Fruits  of  Trees,  tl^e 


which  being  ripened  by  the  folar  heat,  men  may 
feed  on  them  without  hurt,  but  if  they  be  eaten  raw 
and  unripe  they  corrupt  their  Stomachs.  Now  as 
we  have  laid  of  Animals  and  Vegetables,  the  fame  is 
alfo  to  be  underftood  of  the  unripe  minerals  and 
metals.  By  how  much  the  unriper  and  cruder  they 
bCj  f?)  much  the  more  do  they  hurt,  and  are  unfit 
tor  the  making  of  medicine.  And  as  for  metals, 
they  do  by  little  and  little,  and  ftep  by  ftep  go  on 
towards  their  perfeclion,  and  end:  Like  as  an  In¬ 
fant  doth  by  little  and  little  arriv^e  to  its  higheft 
degieee  of  age.  And  as  there  is  more  to  be  found 
in  a  man  that  is  arrived  to  man’s  Eftate  than  there 
is  in  an  Infant,  fo  is  there  in  minerals  and  metals 
that  have  in  long  fuccefs  of  time  attained  to  their 
maturity.  And  forafmuch  as  in  them  may  be  found, 
moft  fafe,  fweet,  and  efficacious  Medicines,  1  have 
deemed  it  neceffary  briefly  to  detebt  cheir  dignity 
and  degrees,  and  fhew  the  Ladder  as  it  were,  or 
Scale,  wherein  the  metals  ftand  in  order,  and  how 
by  their  fignature  that  perfection  which  they  have 
gradually  arrived  unto,  may  be  known.  I  do  re- 
femble  the  mines  of  metals  to  a  Tree,  thus,  Saturn 
is  the  Root,  Mars  the  trunk  or  body,  Jupiter  the 
bark  that  covers  the  Tree  over.  Mercury  the  Juice 
that'  flicks  between  the  bark'  and  the  trunk,  Venus 
the  green  leaves,  Lme  the  flower,  and  Sol  the  fruit. 
The  ancient  Phyfleians  or  Naturalifts,  compared  the 
feven  principal  metals  with  the  feven  Planets,  the 
which  comparifon  fquares  notably  well  with  them. 
For  the  Planets  and  Metals  have  a  mutual  corre- 
fpondency  with  each  other.  The  Chymifts  aferibe 
Lead  to  Saturn-.  T'mto  Jupiter  :  Iron  to  .•  Cop¬ 
per  to  :  Quick-fllver  to  Mercury:  Silver  to 
Lune :  and  Gold  to  Sol:  And  even  as  the  Planets 
do  excel  one  the  other  in  brightnefs,  vertues,  and 
other  things ;  even  fo  do  the  metals,  and  this  their 
nature  informs  us  of,  and  their  different  fignature 
demonftrates.  Verily  when  the  ancients  would 
mark  out  to  us  a  perfect  thing,  they  deferibed  it  un¬ 
der  the  form  of  a  round  Circle  :  And  by  how  much 
imperfeder  the  thing  was,  by  fo  much  the  lefs  ro¬ 
tundity  did  they  give  unto  it.  The  Charader  of 
the  Sun  is  Sol,  'viz,.  a  Circle  with  a  point  in  the 
midft  :  The  Circle  denotes  the  Golds  perfection,  the 
point  in  the  middle  of  the  Circle  fignifies  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  perfection.  The  fign  of  Silver  or  the  Moon 
was  this  Luna :  which  confifteth  of  two  half  Circles, 
and  tells  us  of  its  half  perfection  :  So  is  it  with  the 
other  figns,  and  fignatures  of  the  other  metals. 
How  much  the  nearer  they  approach  to  aroundnefs, 
fo  much  the  nearer  are  they  to  perfection,  and  fb  on 
the  contrary.  The  Sun  being  the  nobleft  amongft 
all  the  Stars,  doth  alfo  yield  and  make  the  nobleft 
metal,  'viz,.  Gold,  the  which  is  likewife  to  be  obfer¬ 
ved  of  the  other  metals.  But  by  how  much  perfec- 
ter  the  metals  be,  fo  much  excellenter  are  the  me¬ 
dicaments  that  proceed  therefrom.  Saturn  or  Lead, 
is  not  much  profitable  for  the  inward  ufe  of  the 
body,  except  it  be  in  the  Plague,  and  in  other  moft 
hot  Difeafes.  Being  outwardly  applied  it  dries  up 
the  moift  affeCls  of  the  body  ,  and  moift  Ulcers, 
and  healech  heat  and  all  the  external  atfeCts  arifing, 
thencefrom.  Jupiter  or  Tin  is  fbmewhat  hotter 
than  Saturn,  but  yet  is  withal  very  dry.  Mars  or 
Iron  is  hot  and  dry.  Venus  or  Copper  is  hot  and 
moift.  Mercury  or  Argent  vive  is  hotter  and  moiffer. 
Lune  or  Silver  is  of  a  midling  heat  and  moilture.  Soi 
or  Gold  is  at  length  of  temperate  heat  and  moifture. 
If  now  any  good  thing  be  made  out  of  Gold, it  corro- 
E  e  borates 
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borates  the  heart  as  being  the  moft  noble  memberof 
t!ie  body  of  man.  And  (b  in  like  manner,  Silver 
doth  the  brain:  Argent  •vive  the  Liver:  Tin  the 
]..ungs:  Iron  the  Gall:  Lead  the  Milt  or  Spleen  :  and 
Copper  the  Reins.  Thus  have  the  ancient  Philofo- 
phers  and  Phyficians  diftributed  the  metals  and  di- 
ftinguiflied  them,  the  which  I  leave  as  I  find  it, 
though  perhaps  Ibme  of  them  may  yet  admit  of  ano¬ 
ther  diftinaion.  But  fo  long  may  they  remain  (  as 
they  are  )  until  Elias  the  Artift,  (hall  by  his  com¬ 
ing  releafe  us  of  our  Errours.  Amongft  the  Mine¬ 
rals  Antimony  is  the  chiefeft,in  whom  the  Vertues  of 
all  the  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  are  col- 
leded  and  concentrated  into  one,  as  its  fignature 
declareth.  For  the  Philofbphers  have  figned  it  with  a 
round  Sphere;  by  which  the  Earth  is  deciphered )and 
on  it  a  crols  put,  and  is  without  doubt  (or  this  rea- 
(bn,  becaufe  the  Earth  never  produced  any  fitter 
Subjedt  for  medicine,  and  this  is  attefted  by  all  true 
Chymifts,  as  may  be  read  in  their  Writings ;  but  e- 
fpecially  in  Bafil  Valentine's  triumphant  Chariot  of 
Antimony,  being  aTreatife  he  wrote  in  honour  of 
this  Mineral.  The  fame  thing  doth  that  Philolb- 
pher  tefiifie,  faying,  common  Gold  and  Silver  doc 
not  effedl  it,  but  their  firft  Ens  does  it.  Now  that 
Antimony  is  the  firft  and  true  genuine  Ens  of  Gold, 
is  not  onely  teftified  by  all  the  Philofbphers,  but  al- 
fo  daily  experience  it  felf  witneffeth  the  fame,  from 
whence  it  is  as  clear  as  Noon  day,  that  Antimony 
is  rarely  to  be  found  in  any  other  places  but  in  Gold 
Mines,  nor  is  there  (  befidcs )  any  Antimony  but 
what  is  pregnant  with  Gold,  but  yet  fbme  Antimo¬ 
ny  contains  more  Gold  and  other  fbme  lefs.  Nay 
farther,  amongft  the  very  Veins  of  Gold  it  felf  is 
Antimony  often  met  with,  and  may  therefore  unde- 
K  fervedly  be  ftiled  an  unripe  Gold.  I  my  felf  have  feen 
a  piece  of  golden  Vein,  which  was  digged  our  of 
the  Gold  Mines,  and  contained  fome  pounds  weight, 
in  one  fide  there  was  pure  Gold,  mixt  with  the 
hard  Flint,  on  the  other  fide  was  a  black  Vein  of 
Antimony.  There  is  a  place  in  Germany  called  Gold 
Granack,  nigh  which  in  the  Sudetis  Mountains  cal¬ 
led  Fichtelber^  by  the  Germans^  was  found  hereto¬ 
fore  much  Gold,  but  now  at  this  day  is  there  digged 
out  onely  Antimony,  cleaving  on  to  the  hard  Flints 
and  Rocks.  And  herewithal  is  immixed  a  golden 
Marquefite,  which  being  feparated  therefrom,  and 
prepared  after  a  due  manner,  becomes  a  moft  excel¬ 
lent  Medicament,  of  which  we  (hall  hereafter  make 
mention.  Further,  had  we  nor  this  teftimony  of  a 
daily  experience,  yet  have  we  the  witneft  of  the  true 
Alchymy,  which  doth  moft  affuredly  affirm,  that 
true  Gold  may  by  the  help  of  Art  be  extraded  out 
of  Antimony.  Nay  more,  this  incomparable  Art, 
doth  not  onely  perform  this,  'vlz,.  of  bringing  Anti¬ 
mony  to  the  true  ripenefs  of  Gold,  but  doth  alfb  fo 
change  the  Gold  (  by  extrafting  its  Soul  )  that  it  is 
no  more  Gold,  but  is  plainly  indiftinguifhable  from 
any  Regulus  of  Antimony  both  as  to  the  form,  volati¬ 
lity,  nature,  and  properties  of  the  fame.  And  al¬ 
though  an  infinite  number  of  men  will  contradid 
thefe  fayings  of  mine,  yet  fhall  they  never  draw  me 
•from  this  my  opinion,  for  1  believe  but  what  my 
Eyes  have  feen.  One  Eye  wirnefs  is  of  more  value 
than  ten  hear- fay  ones.  Such  as  do  gainfay  thefe 
,  things,  do  build  on  no  other  foundations  fave  fuch 
as  they  have  gotten  by  reading  or  hear  fay,  and  what 
will  not  at  all  correfpond  with  experience.  Well,  1 
will  remain  ftable  in  my  opinion  and  in  very  truth 
demonftraie,  that  there  is  no  fijbjed  to  be  found  in 


the  nature  of  things,  that  may  be  preferred  in  Medj-  j 
cine,  before  Antimony, fo  that  it  be  butduely  brouglh  d'j 
into  its  true  Effence.  I  confels  that  whilft  it  is  crud5  ' 
and  as  yet  unprepared,  it  is  a  mere  Poifon,  and  the  ; 
ufe  thereof  is  accompanied  with  a  great  deal  of  dan-  i 
ger.  Andluchasdo  u(e  the  common  glals  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  and  other  Medicaments  made  thereof  after  a  I 

rude  manner,  and  fj  hurt  the  fick,  muft  impute  the  1 
blame  to  themfelves  and  not  the  Antimony.  j 

1  have  mentioned  in  my  Miraculum  Mundi^  and 
in  my  firft  part  of  my  Spagyrical  Fharmaccpcea^  the 
preparation  of  a  Medicine  out  of  Antimony, and  have  | 

called  if  a  Fanacaa.  This  now  out  ftrips  the  capa¬ 
city  of  very  many  rude  and  ignorant  men,  to  whom  j 
it  feems  unlikely  and  impoffible,  that  a  Medicine  of  i, 
fuch  wonderful!  efficacy  fhould  lie  hidden  in  fb  con¬ 
temptible  and  bale  a  thing  as  to  delerve  fuch  a  Ti¬ 
tle  as  a  Panacea:  bUt  efpecially  feeing  fbme  unskil-  ' 
full  men,  have  inftead  of  it,  adminiftred  to  the  fick 
crude  Antimony,  and  by  laying  it  is  my  Vanacaa  \ 
have  with  a  wicked  boldnefs  deceived  men,  and  ‘ 
have  hereby  brought  an  Odium  and  contempt  a-  ; 
mongft  very  many  men,  upon  this  true  Medicine  of 
mine.  Amongft  thefe  is  that  faithlefs  Farmrus  none  I 
of  the  leaft,  yea  rather  is  more  eminent  or  ftandard-  I 
bearer  to  the  left,  and  fuch  a  one  as  may  rightly 
be  termed  the  blot  and  fcandal  too  of  other  nten. 

For  my  part,  he  that  lifts  may  perfecute  Antimony 
with  as  much  hatred  as  he  pleafeth.  But  whereas  I 
have  already  prailed  it,  and  the  thing  doth  withal 
concern  my  Neighbour’s  profit,  1  could  not  omit  i 
yet  farther  to  magnifie  and  exalt  it  with  greater  j 
praifes,  and  in  very  deed  confirm  this  truth,  viz,. 
that  fuch  a  Medicine  may  be  made  thereout  of  as  I 
have  deferibed,  and  therefore  every  one  that  judgeth 
of  the  truth  without  prejudice  muft  confefs,  that 
there  is  not  a  better,  an  etfeTualler,  or  a  more  harm- 
lefs  medicament,  and  purchafable  by  a  meaner  price, 
infbmuch  that  both  rich  and  poor  may  enjoy  the 
fame,  if  fb  be  it  be  but  prepared  and  ufed  as  it . 
ought.  But  that  he  who  is  ftudious  after  good  me¬ 
dicaments  may  withal  fee,  that  I  have  not  fpent 
my  labour  altogether  on  Antimony,  bur  on  other 
Subjeds  too,  I  will  adjoin  the  defeription  of  the  pre¬ 
paration,  ufe  and  efficacy  of  other  Subjeds,  and  will 
take  care  for  the  preparation  of  thofe  medicaments 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind,;  and  of  the  fick,  and 
for  the  diftributiori  o^  them  amongft  the  needy. 

For  by  this  means  (ball  I  fatisfie  my  confcience  and 
fhall  not  be  accufed  thereby  of  burying  the  Talent 
given  me,  out  of  envy  and  hatred  to  my  Neighbour. 

And  whoever  he  be  that  hath  any  good  thing, let  him 
make  it  common,  and  being  moved  with  pity  and 
commiferation  become  ferviceable  unto  his  Neigh¬ 
bour.  But  if  he  neither  hath,  nor  knoweth  ought 
better,  let  him  defift  from  contemning  this,  and  o-  I 
mit  defpifing  the  things  he  is  ignorant  of.  And  let 
him  not  deprive  the  miferable  poor  fick  people  of 
fuch  things  as  hinftelf  cannot  give,  that  fb  he  may 
remain  an  honeft-,and  pious  man.  But  as  touching  jj 
the  Medicaments, which  are  here  treated  of  ,  they  ] 

are  indeed  but  few,  however  they  are  fuch  as  may  1 

next  God  be  fafely  confided  in.  j 

I  have  formerly  written  of  preparing  a  Panacaa  of  \ 
common  Antimony,  and  taught  its  way  of  making.  j 
But  whereas  the  defeription  is  difperfed  in  'divers  j  I 
trads,  and  is  obfeurer  thereby,  and  haply  one  man  * 
may  not  have  all  thofe  Treatifes,  I  have  judged  it 
expedient  to  repeat  that  defeription  in  this  place,  and  ! 
to  mention  it  in  this  Trcatife.  , : 
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r/ji',(?rhe  jreparation  doth  for  the  muft  part  conlift  in 
I  Ythe  Calcination  by  Niter,  which  corrects  dnd  chan- 
r^^^eth  the  venome  and  immature  Quality  of  the  Anti¬ 
mony.  Then  afterwards  the  pure  part  is  extra(fted 
r  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  becomes  a  tender  and  fpadi- 
^  cious(or  Iight-red)Powdcr,and  can  effect  thofe  things, 
which  I  do  here  aferibe  unto  it.  It  may  be  taken  in 
a  morning  before  you  ear,  cither  in  Wine,  Ale,  or^ 
l()me  hot  Broth,  or  in  a  Ibft  poached  Egg,  orroafted 
Apple,  and  faffing  fomc  hours  after  it  untill  its  ope¬ 
ration  be  finifhed.  The  Dole  is  5  or  I  of  a  Grain,  or 
T,  1,  ;,or4.  Grains  at  moft  for  one  time,  regard 
being  had  to  the  Age  and  Difeafe,  concerning  which, 
the  well  minded  Reader  will  find  more  written,  in 
the  firft  part  of  this  Sfagyrical  Pharmacopaea^  and  in 
my  Miraculum  Mundi^  but  yet  I  will  here  likewife 
anne.x  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tick. 

Cf  the  common  ufe  of  this  Medicine. 

This  Unlverfal  Medicine  may  fafely  and  with¬ 
out  any  kind  of  danger  be  ufed  in  all  the  natu¬ 
ral  Difeafes  of  new  born  Infants,  as  we'l  as  in  thofe 
of  years,  and  ftrong  people,  and  may  be  ufedl  fay 
without  any  danger,  and  in  fb  finali  a  dofe  as  may 
not  move  in  any  one  either  a  loathing  or  a  naufeare, 
as  thefe  large  Cup-fulls  of  the  common  Potions  are 
wont  to  do  when  they  are  drank  down.  For  that 
dofe  exceeds  not  i,  1,  or  4 Grains  at  the  moft, and 
may  moft  eafily  be  taken  down  in  afpoonfull  of  warm 
Broath,  Wine,  Ale,  Water,  or  Milk,  as  the  necefli- 
ty  of  the  lick  requires  For  if  this  preferibeddofebe 
obferved,  it  operates  after  an  invifible  manner,  and 
ftrengthens  the  radical  Moifture  ,  and  purgeth  and 
expellcth  out  after  a  wonderfull  manner,  every 
hurtfull  thing  (  by  little  and  little)  out  of  the  whole 
body,  if  it  be  daily  ufed,  (  or  every  fecond  or  third 
day  >  once  each  day  according  as  the  condition,  or 
neceflityof  any  one  requireth.  It  defendeth  every 
body  from  all  hurtfull  Caufes  and  Difeafes,  and  ad¬ 
mits  nor  the  leaft  venomous  Air,  but  if  the  Dofe  be 
augmented,  it  doth  alfo  difplay  itsvertues,  by  a  vi- 
fible  operation,  and  drives  out  by  Sweat  and  Urine, 
or  Spittle,  fbmetimes  upwards  and  downwards,  eve¬ 
ry  noxious  thing,  and  operateth  even  as  you  will 
have  it,  according  as  your  dofe  is  either  more  or 
Icfs,  and  as  your  Difeafe  needeth.  A  dofe  that  is 
very  fmall  and  void  of  any  vifible  operation,  is  wont 
to  heal  many  Difeafes,  yea  and  the  greareft  part  of 
them.  But  fbme  Difeafes  there  be  which  have  deep 
rooting,  and  do  therefore  require  a  vifible  operation, 
forafmuch  as  they  cannot  be  expelled  with  a  fmall 
and  invifible  operating  Dofe.  Every  one  therefore 
that  preparcth  and  adminiftreth  this  Medicine,  muft 
accurately  obferve  this  dire(ftion,trhat  fo  (  having 
regard  to  the  Difeafe  )  he  neither  exceed  nor  come 
fhort  in  the  adrainiftration  of  this  Medicament,  but 
by  a  right  ufing  of  the  fame,  he  may  obtain  praife 
and  glory. 

But  that  the  whole  matter  may  be  the  better  and 
more  clearly  apprehended,!  will  fet  down  the  ufe  of 
the  laid  Medicine,  according  as  my  felf  have  experien¬ 
ced  it,  in  the  moft  grievous  Difeafes,  that  fo  the  fick 
may  be  inftrudted  and  helped,  and  the  lefj  Errours 
committed. 

in  the  Flague  and  «jther  raging  burning  Difea- 
/e«,  and  contagious  Feavours,  this  Medicament  doth 
(  tjext  God's  help  J  preferve  every  one  that  rakes  it 
daily,  in  this  proportion,  wz,.  to  Infants  5  a  Grain, 
CO  thole  of  a  midling  Age,  r,  2,  or  5,  ut  moft.  But 


if  'any  one  be  infeefted  by  either  of  thofe  Difeafes, 
then  the  dole  is  to  be  doubled  according  to  the  par¬ 
ries  age,  or  trebled,  that  the  fick  being  well  covered 
may  fwcat.  If  one  time  fufficeth  not  to  free  him  of 
this  Difeafe,  the  dofe  of  the  laid  Medicine  may  be 
repeated  ’the  day  following,  or  the  third  day,  and 
fois  it  to  be  proceeded  on  with,  till  the  Difeafe  being 
weakened  is  caft  forth. 

This  way  of  prefervation  and  curing  is  nor  onelv 
to  be  obferved  in  the  Plague,  but  in  all  contagious 
Difeafes  that  affaults  with  heat  or  cold,  and  in  all 
kind  of  Feavers  whatfoever.  The  fick  need  not  a- 
ny  other  Medicaments,  for  this  is  powerful!  and  ef- 
feiftual  enough  ;  provided  you  pray  ferioufly  there¬ 
withal,  that  it  may  (  by  the  help  of  God  )  drive  a- 
way  that  abominable  and  deteftable  Difeafe  the 
Plague,  and  the  pricking  paining  Pleurifie,  with  the 
other -Feavers.  Nay  farther,  there  is  no  Medica¬ 
ment,  no  not  of  the  beft  that  perfor.ms  what  this 
can. 

In  the  Epilepfie,  or  Convulfions  of  Children,  of 
whom  a  great  Number  deftitute  of  fuch  help  die, 
this  Panacea  is  a  moft  experienced  and  certain  reme¬ 
dy  for  them,  and  is  to  be  adminiftred  to  a  little  In¬ 
fant  prefently  after  its  Birth,thc  quantity  of  the  I  pare 
ori  part  of  a  grain,  in  a  little  Milk,  or  elfein  fome 
warmed  frefh  Butter,  and  is  to  be  repeated  again  the 
third  and  eighth  day  following.  But  if  it  ftiould  be 
fo,  that  after  fbme  days,  weeks,  or  months,  the  fits 
do  again  come,  then  let  your  Dofe  be  fomewhat 
ftronger  if  the  Child  needs  it,  and  be  fo  often  reitera¬ 
ted  untill  the  Difeafe  be  wholly  fubdued  and  carried 
off.  I  do  moft  highly  sommend  this  Medicine  to  all 
Mothers,  for  that  abundance  of  Infants  ('otherwife 
healthfull  and  found  enough)  are  without  any  help, 
fnatched  away  by  the  violence  of  Death.  And  here 
the  error  of  fome  Phyficians  deferves  to  be  taxed, 
who  adminifter  to  the  poor  little  Babes,  whole  Glafs- 
fulls  of  theWater  of  Pearls  void  ofall  kind  of  Virtue. 
Alfb  the  Powder  of  £ez,oar  Stone  either  with,  or 
without  the  Water,  together  with  the  infufion  of 
fnch  like  unprofitable  things. 

Such  Men  as  are  of  riper  years,  may  daily  ufe 
the  Dofe  of  one,  two,  or  three  grains,  and  it  will 
profit  them.  If  nor  daily  then  may  they  repeat  it 
every  third  or  fourth  day  at  leaft^,  and  fo  continue 
untill  the  Difeafe  being  fubdued  pafs  away  :  ’Tis 
needlefs  for  them  to  ufe  any  other  kind  of  thing, 
onely  to  obferve  this  diredion,  viz,,  that  day  thar 
they  do  ufe  this  Medicament,  let  them  fhun  the  cold 
Air,  and  abftain  from  Food  three;  or  four  hours  at 
leaft.  »;'■ 

In  the  Leprofie,  and  other  like  deteftable  Difea¬ 
fes  of  whatfoever  name  they  are  called  by,  and  in 
every  kind  of  Scabbinefs,  there  is  nor  to  be  found 
any  Remedy,  whereby  thofe  atfeds  are  more  eafily 
and  without  any  trouble  or  labour,  taken  away  bet¬ 
ter  than  this,  which  never  fails  your  hoped  event, 
provided  the  fick  be  fo  ftrong  as  to  brook  the  Cure. 

In  thar  deteftable  and  venemous  Difeafe  of  Whore¬ 
dom  ufually  called  the  French  Pox,  there  is  nothing 
can  be  adminiftred  fifer  and  fecur^  than  this  Medi¬ 
cament,  if  the  Dofe  be  but  fo  much  augmented,  as 
not  onely  to  caufe  Swear  ftrongly,  but  alio  to  pro¬ 
voke  Vomits  and  Stools  ;  and  you  are  fo  long  to  go 
on  with  ufing  this  Medicine  every  other  day,  untill 
the  Sick  be  well,  which -may  be  in  fome  eight  or 
fourteen  days. 

He 
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He  that  is  overwhelmed  with  the  Dropfie,  may 
rake  one  Dofe  every  Day ,  and  for  bear  eating  (for 
Tome  hoursj  after  the  ufe  of  this  Medicine,  (the 
which  is  necelTary  to  be  done  in  other  Difeafes  alfo) 
but  let  him  that  takes  it  fo  as  to  workftrongly, 
proceed  gradually  from  one  grain  to  two,  &c. 
untill  it  caufeth  a  kind  of  naufeate  (but  without 
vorriiting)  in  as  big  aDofe  as  isneedfull,  and  as  the 
Patient  can  well  bear.  Which  being  thus  done,  the 
Dofe  is  afterwards  to  be  leOTened  one  or  two  grains, 
and  the  lelTening  to  be  continued  untill  all  the  Wa¬ 
ter  be  call:  forth  by  Sweat,  Urine,  and  Stool,  and 
the  Sick  become  as  healthy  as  he  was  'before.  Nor 
is  there  any  reafon  why  any  one  ftiould  doubt  of 
radically  taking  away  this  Difeafe,  ("except  it  be 
plainly  deplorable  or  defperate)  by  this  my  Panaceea 
onely,  forafmuch  as  experience  demonftrateth  it  more 
clear  than  the  Noon- day  Light. 

In  the  Gout  (a  Difeale  accounted  by  the  common 
Phyficians  for  incurable,  as  well  as  the  Leprofie  and 
Dropfie)  doth  this  Medicament  perform  wonderfulL 
things,  and  doth  effeifl;  more  in  a  Ihort  Ipace  of  time 
than  any  one  would  either  imagine  or  believe,  pro¬ 
vided  it  be  rightly  adminiftred.  For  it  doth  in  a 
fhort  time  draw  back  the  affluence  of  noxious  hu¬ 
mours,  and  brings  them  forth  out  of  the  Body  after 
an  invifible  manner  ;  fo  that,  Day  after'  Day,  the 
pains  do  by  little  and  little  remit  and  abate,  the  tu¬ 
mours  lelfen,  and  the  Fit  becomes  more  tolerable, 
comes  the  flower,  and  at  length  vaniflieth  for  alto¬ 
gether.  As  for  the  Dole,  you  are  to  oblervc  the 
lame  inftrudions  that  we  gave  you  but  now  for  the 
Dropfie,  'viz>.  that  you  daily  make  the  lame  additi¬ 
on  unto  one  grain  fo  long  till  you  caule  a  naufeate 
(but  no  vomit)  and  then  muft  you  again  leflen  it 
one  or  two  grains.  The  Patient  muft  do  thus  daily 
on  a  faffing  Stomach,  (and  keep  himfelf  warm  and 
abftain  from  Food  four  hours,aftertheufe  of  this  Me¬ 
dicament  J  as  long  as  need  ftiall  require.  Haply 
the  things  which  I  here  imention,  will  meet  with 
many  incredulous  Men,  and  fuch  as  will  not  believe 
it  poflible,  for  fuch  a  Difqafe  as  hath  been  hitherto 
efteemed  incurable  by  almoft  all  Men,  to  be  rooted 
out  by  the  aforefaid  Medicament  ;  the  Opinion  of 
fuch  Men  I  confefs  that  I  cannot  take  in  bad  part, 
forafmuch  as  even  1  my  fell  was  but  a  few  years 
fince  (before  I  had  experienced  the  wonderfull  effi¬ 
cacy  of  this  Medicament)  of  the  very  fame  Opinion 
But  after  my  experience  had  taught  me  to  judge  o- 
therwife  1  do  truly  and  faithfully  affirm,  that  this 
Difealeisin  no  wife  incurable,  but  may  (provided 
it  be  not  too  inveterate,  and  that  the  flrength 
of  the  Sick,  either  through  old  Age,  or  Debilities, 
hinder  not  the  Medicines  operation,  or  that  God 
himfelf  withdraws  not  his  own  bleffing)  by  a  good 
and  futable  Medicament,  be,  if  not  radically  rooted 
out,  yet  for  the  greateft  of  it  expelled.  Now  it  is 
no/to  be  thought,  that  he  who  ufeth  this  Panacaa 
may  be  at  his  choife  to  live  as  he  lift,  either  fo 
beiiy,  or  to  fluff  his  Stomach  daily  withhurtfull  and 
forbidden  Food,  and  to  fwallow  in  Wine  as  he  plea 
feth.  No  fuch  matter,  fuch  Men  err  moft  hugely, 
for  even  the  Philofbphers  Stone  it  felf,  that  is,  the  fo 
much  lamed  rooter  out  of  Difeafes  would  not  help 
there.  For  whatfoever  thofe  moft  excellent  Medi 
cines  do  mend  in  the  Fore-noon,  and  corre6t,  the  At 
ter  noons  Surfeiting  and  Gluttony,  and  the  fb  large 
excels  of  Meat  and  Drink,  will  again  deftroy  and 
corrupt.  Nor  is  there  any  room  for  the  Opinion  ot 
thofe  Men  that  think  to  be  freed  of  this  Difeafe,  by 


a  bare  Abftinence  from  Wine  :  No,  this  Difeafe  j 
comes  not  always  from  drinking  of  Wine,  for  it  is  | 

moft  evidently  known,  thatfometimes  even  the  poor-  ] 

eft  of  Men  that  never  drank  Wine  are  affliifled  with  ■  | 
this  Difeafe.  And  therefore  the  fault  is  not  wholly  ] 
robe  imputed  to  the  Wine.  Every  kind  of  repled-  i 
on  or  overfilling  whether  with  too  much  Wine  or.  ! 
Ale,  may  procreate  and  encreafe  a  Difeafe,  but  that  ' 
is  not  the  onely  or  fble  caufe.  For  there  are  "many 
other  caufes,  from  whence  this  Difeafe  is  wont  to 
arife.  Verily,  often  being  wrathfull  doth  moft  ve¬ 
hemently  difturb  the  Family,  as  it  were,  of  the  inter-  ij 
nal  Bowels.  Luft,  and  an  often  ufe  of  Venery 
(which  is  the  ufual  attendee  and  follower  of  Drunk-  'j 
ennefs)  doth  vehemently  enervate  and  debilitate  the  l| 
ftrength  of  the  body.  From  hence  nature  being  e-  1 1 
nervated  and  debilitated,  is  not  able  to  expell  out  of  j' 
the  body  the  copious  relids  and  excrements,  remai-  [j 
ning  of  the  too  much  abundance  of  m.eat  and  tirink,  .1 
and  therefore  thofe  excrements  abiding  in  the  body  i 
and  exercifing  their  powers  without  control!,  do  r 
produce  moft  grievous  Difeafes  For  that  part  which  ,  j 
nature  is  weakeft  in,  there  doth  the  Enemy  make  bis  f 
firft  attempt,  according  to  the  ufual  German  Pro¬ 
verb,  every  one  climbs  over  the  Hedge  in  that  place  ij 
where  it  is  loweft.  The  fame  doth  for  the  moft  part  | 
fall  out  in  the  procreation  of  this  Difeafe,  'vtz,.  when 
the  body  is  loaden  and  filled  with  overmuch  i 
Food  and  Drink,  for  the  body  being  overwhe'med 
with  overmuch  Wine,  and  then  an  immoderate  co¬ 
ition  or  ad  of  venery  prefenrly  following  thereon, 
doth  moft  exceedingly  weaken  the  body.  For  na¬ 
ture  being  by  this  means  weak  ned,  hath  not  ftrength  i 
enough  to  expel  thofe  remaining  excrements,  which  ' 
Ibon  get  Head,  to  the  great  hurt  and  detriment  of  j' 
the  whole  body,  and  do  make  thelnfelves  a  fixed  1 
fear,  the  which  is  to  be  well  heeded  in  this  Difeafe.  j 
Befides  this  Medicament  doth  refill  all  the  ob-  i  ■ 
ftrudions  of  the  Milt  and  Liver,  (which  corrupt  the  L 
Blood,  and  ftir  up  moft  grievous  Difeafes,  as  the  h 
Scurvy,  Joynt- Aches,  Erilipelas,  continued  Head-  |' 
achs,  weaknefs  of  the  Limbs,  a  Stinking  Breath  ;  and  i 
in  Women  a  fuflocation  of  the  Matrix,  a  fuppreflion  I 
of  the  Months,  panting  of  the  Heart,  Swounings,  ( 
the  Lipothimy,  and  .many  fuch  known,  and  un¬ 
known  Difeafes)  far  more  efficacioufly  than  all  other 
Medicaments  do.  All  thefe  afore.mentioned  Difea¬ 
fes  are  healed  by  the  faid  Medicine,  being  taken  ofr- 
ner  or  feldomer  every  Week  according  as  the  Dif¬ 
eafe  is,  and  you  will  fee  wonderfull  effeds  pro¬ 
duced.  j 

1  commend  alfo  this  Medicament  to  all  thofe  that 
employ  theihfelves  in  Surgery,  that  they  refped:  it  | 
as  the  chiefeft  Remedy  that  they  can  get.  For  be¬ 
ing  daily  given  -  in  a  fmall  Dofe  to  thofe  that  are 
wounded,  it  heals,  all  new  wounds  in  the  Flefli,  with¬ 
out  the  affifting  help  of  any  vulnerary  potions,  and  . 
external  applications  of  Emplaifters  that  are  com-  ; 
pounded  of  Ib  very  many  fimples.  For  it  withholds 
all  Symptoms,  an'dadvanceth  healing  even  from  the 
very  bottom,  and  fo  to  the  external  parts,  and  doth 
alfo  confolidate  ;  but  this  is  to  be  underftood  of  thofe 
wounds  in  which  are  no  hurt  or  broken  bones,for  as  for  j 
thefe  the  pnanual  Artis  requifite,  which  may  again  fet  1 
the  Bones  in  their  due  order  and  place.  Likewile  deep 
Stabs  are  to  have  Tents  ufed  to  them  according  as 
the  Chii'i^rgeons  order  is  to  apply  them.  But  no 
external  thing  need  to  be  ufed  befides,  fave  onely  the 
Fatients  own  Urine  and  Salt-Water,  wherewithal! 
the  wounds  are  to  be  v/aflied,  and  after  waffling,  to 
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be  covered  with  pure  or  clean  Linnen,  that  the  cold- 
nefs  of  the  Air  hurt  them  not. 

But  if  wounds  be  dangerous  and  over  great,  then 
may  alfo  be  applyed  lome  vulnerary  Balfam,  and 
Plaiflers  made  of  the  Flores  of  Minerals  and  Metals, 
and  done  up  with  Wax,  Turpentine,  and  Oil :  (Such 
Emplaifters  I  have  taught  the  compolition  of  in  my 
other  Writings.)  So  that  there's  no  need  of  fb  many 
Oils,  Unguents,  Emplaifters,  and  fuch  like,  to  be 
applyed  to  new  wounds,  if  this  medicament  of  mine 
be  daily  adminiftred  to  the  wounded  Patient. 

This  medicine  doth  operate  even  to  admiration 
in  open  Fiftulaes,  rotten  and  ftinking  Ulcers,  nor  is 
there  any  need  of  outward  remedies,  fave  haply 
fome  Mineral  Baham  to  keep  the  Ulcer  clean,  and 
feme  Plaiffer  made  of  common  Wax  and  Turpen¬ 
tine  to  keep  off  the  cold  Air.  For  this  Medicament 
doth  begin  its  healing  even  from  the  very  bottom, 
and  carries  it  on  very  fuccefsfully  even  to  the  outer 
Skin,  and  doth  throughly  confolidate  and  perfedlly 
cure  all  Ulcers,  without  any  other  external  remedies 
than  aforefaid. 

Flaving  then  well  confidered  thefe  things,  and  that 
every  one  cannot  prepare  the  preferibed  Medicine, 
and  yet  very  many  may  be  found  that  would  wil¬ 
lingly  partake  of  the  fame  ;  It  leemed  good  unto  me 
to  adjoin  this  admonition,  that  they  that  know  how 
to  prepare  it,  be  entreated  not  to  count  it  burthen- 
fome,  but  rather  being  moved  by  a  Chriftian  com- 
palTion,  readily  make  fuch  as  are  ignorant  of  the 
manner  of  preparing  it,  partakers  of  the  fame  ;  And 
nor  to  mind  wholly  their  own  profit,  according  to 
the  cuftome  of  this  perverfe  world,  and  the  feraping 
up  of  (lore  of  wealth,  but  to  be  well  content  with 
an  honeft  and  juft  reward  for  their  charges  and  la¬ 
bour  which  they  have  beftowed.  And  forafmuch 
as  the  often  fpoken  of  Medicament,  if  lent  abroad 
either  in  a  Liquid  form,  or  in  the  form  of  Powder, 
into  other  parts,  cannot  be  in  due  manner  ufed  by 
every  body,  becaufe  an  Error  may  eafily  be  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  meafuring  of  Drops,  and  in  weighing 
of  Grains,  and  fo  more  or  lefs  be  given.  I  have 
therefore  deemed  it  very  neceflary  to  reduce  it  into 
Pills,  that  fo  the  lefs  Errors  may  be  committed  in  its 
adminittration  ;  and  one  Pill  weighs  one  Grain,  and 
two  Pills  two  Grains,  and  lb  on  ;  lb  that  the  Patient 
needs  neither  ta  meafiire  or  weigh,  but  onely  to  ufe 
them  as  the  difeafe  requires,  and  as  I  have  before 
preferibed,  r,  2,  4,  or  more  Pills  at  one  time. 

Thefe  now  are  the  principal  Vertues  of  my  Tana- 
caa  made  of  Antimony.  As  for  the  reft  that  are  be- 
fides  thefe,  and  are  (  for  brevity  fake  )  omitted  , 
they  may  be  eafily  underftood  and  known  by  every 
Judicious  man,  from  the  before-deferibed  circumftan- 
ces.  I  do  therefore  yet  again  teftifie,  that  all  the 
things  that  I  have  aferibed  to  this  Medicament,  yea 
fitr  more  than  they, can  be  done  andeifedted  thereby, 
if  it  be  rightly  prepared  and  adminiftred  ;  And  prin¬ 
cipally,  if  the  Name  of  God  be  ferioufly  invoked. 
For  prayers  and  a  truft  in  God  do  ftrengthen  every 
Medicine,  and  make  it  happy  by  his  benedidlion , 
though  the  wicked  will  neither  believe  it, nor  hearken 
thereunto.  Indeed  fome  Medicament  may,  by  God’s 
permilfion,  reftore  one  (without  prayers)  to  his  for¬ 
mer  health  ;  And  fo  may  Bread  allay  hunger  with¬ 
out  giving  thanks,  and  this  we  fee  daily  done  amongft 
the  unreafonable  Creatures ;  But  this  enjoying  of 
the  gifts  of  God  is  beftial,  and  nor  humane.  But  this 
now  is  truely  Chriltian  like  when  (in  our  difeafes) 
the  help  of  God  is  invoked,  and  then  after  that,  the 


Medicine  ufed.  And  this  way  of  ufing  of  Medica- 
n^erits  is  necefiarily  accompanied  with  an  happy  event. 
But  if  thou  wouldsfi:  perlwade  thy  leif,  that  every 
Difeafe,  how  inveterate  fbever,  may,  by  the  help  of 
this  Medicine,  be  certainly  removed  without  any  dif¬ 
ference,  thou  extreamly  erreft.  For  we  fpeak  here 
of  rhofe  Difeafes ,  natural  Remedies  are  -able  (  by 
God’s  help)  to  heal.  For  fometimes  Man’s  inward 
bowels  or  parts,  are  fb  fluffed  and  obftrudted  with 
grofs  humours,  that  they  cannot  be  freed  by  evert 
the  moft  efficacious  Medicaments.  Sometimes  the 
Lungs  and  Liver  are  almoft  wholly  corrupted,  eer 
the  true  place  of  healing  is  fought  after.  And  who, 

I  pray,  is  able  to  reftore  the  things  that  are  loft  ? 
For  Man's  inward  bowels  and  principal  members  do 
not  again  grow,  being  once  loft,  as  the  Crab's  fhells 
and  Spider’s  feet  that  are  broken  off  and  loft,  doe. 
Farther,  fome'timesGodinfiicIs  a  difeafe  upon  a  Man, 
whom  he  will  not  futfer  to  be  cured  :  Such  like  Difi 
eafes  as  thefe  cannot  be  taken  away  with  natural  re¬ 
medies.  With  God  all  things  are  poftib’e  ;  who  alone 
is  able  to  bring  help  and  remedy  in  fuch  kind  of  dif¬ 
eafes,  whenfoever  pleaferh  him  'i  but  befides  him  a- 
lone  none  can  help.  There  are  therefore  fome'  in¬ 
curable  difeafes,  which  cannot  be  cured  by  any  Va- 
vaeaa,  yet  not  the  Quartane,  Leprofie,  Gout,  Epl- 
lepfie,  and  Dropfie,  as  m.oft  men  think,  though  Ex¬ 
perience  (  or  the  being  put  on  trial  )  fhould  witnefs 
the  contrary.  And  although  that  all  humane  dif 
eafes  be,  in  procefs  of  Years  and  Ages  become  worfe, 
and  more  troublefbme ,  and  doe,  together  with  the 
augmentation  of  fins,  encreafe  ;  Yet  the  moft  boun¬ 
teous  God  hath  alfb  beftowed  thus  much,  that  there 
'are  more  and  more  efficacious  and  natural  Remedies 
to  be  found  out  (by  the  Divine  inltind)  by  diligent 
men. 

It  happened  fome  few  years  ago,  that  an  honeft 
man’s  child,  of  about  fome  ten  years  old,  had  its 
Tongue  perforated  with  many  Exulcerations,  which 
pained  it  very  much  day  and  night.  To  cure  which, 
the  Parents  fpared  for  no  cofts  nor  pains,  and  con- 
fulted  with  divers  of  their  neighbouring  Phyficians, 
but  they  ufed  all  their  Labour  and  Skill  to  no  pur* 
pole,  for  the  Exulcerations  daily  encreafed  with  much 
pain,  and  grew  worfe  and  worfe  ;  and  the  poor  child, 
being  deftitute  of  all  help, wafted  away.  Then,atlaft, 
they  called  me  to  advife  with  them,  and  having  told 
me  how  many,  and  otherwife  famous  Phyficians, 
Could  not  by  all  the  labour  and  pains  they  beftowed 
for  full  two  years  do  any  thing  to  the  purpofe,  but 
had  at  laft  left  the  poor  child  deftitute  of  help  and 
fuccour.  I  feeing  the  effeft,  confidered  that  this  was 
nothing  elfe  bur  a  Corfofive  Catarrh  arifing  from  in- 
feded  bloud,  v/hich  did  fo  pofiefs  the  Tongue,  and 
perforate  it,  and  was  the  caufe  of  this  burning,  eating, 
and  cancrous  etTed,and  fo  hitherto  refufed  any  kind 
of  healing,  and  gave  the  Parents  fiich  an  anfwer,  that 
in  my  opinion  there  was  no  better  way  to  meet  with 
this  evil,  than  by  fome  purging  Minerals ,  which 
were  capable  of  working  upon  even  the  fix’d  hu¬ 
mours,  and  of  bringing  them  away,  and  that  to  be 
done  principally  by  an  Antimonial  Vomit.  The  Pa¬ 
rents  afiented  to  my  opinion,  and  requsfted  me  to 
begin  the  cure,  the  which  I  did ,  and  firft  I  gave  a 
fiuall  Dofe  of  my  Antimonial  Vanacaa^ViOi  doubting 
but  that  it  would  Itir  up  one  Vomit  at  the  leaft  ;  but 
yet  it  fell  out  otherwife,  for  there  fucceeded  no  fenfi- 
ble  operation  at  all :  The  following  day  I  gave  a- 
gain  the  fame  Dofe,  but  without  any  fenfible  opera¬ 
tion  too,  but  yet  neverthelefs  all  the  pain  vanifhed, 
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and  the  Child  could  again  move  its  Tongue,  and  ufe 
it,  and  alfoask’t  for  Meat,  which  it  had  not  done 
in  a  year  before,  but  was  forced  to  be  content  with 
Broths,  becaufe  its  Tongue  could  not  brook  any  fo- 
lid  food.  The  third  day  1  adminiftred  the  fame  Dofe 
again,  and  fo  the  Exulcerations  began  to  be  confoli- 
dated,  and  all  the  whole  Tongue  was  throughly 
healed  in  eight  days  fpace,  infomuch  that  there  fcarce 
appeared  any  place  where  it  had  been  ulcerated  ; 
and  the  Child  daily  grew  better  and  better,  its  na¬ 
tural  Colour  returned,the  which  drew  all  that  knew 
it  into  admiration  as  well  as  my  felf.  By  this  Cure 
that  1  have  told  you  of,  the  vertue  and  efficacy  of  my 
Tanacaa  did  farther  manifeft  unto  me  what  I  knew 
not  before  to  be  in  it,  nor  fhould  ever  have  believed 
it,  (had  I  not  perceived  a  manifeft  operation)  njiz.. 
that  the  Bloud  fhould,  by  the  help  of  fo  little  Medi¬ 
cine,  which  was  not  in  all  above  fix  grains,  be  able 
in  fuch  a  fhof  t  fpace  of  time  to  effed  fo  much  ;  And 
afterwards  I  perceived  the  fame  effeds  in  other  Dif 
eafes  likewife,  and  found  that  the  daily  ufe  of  this 
Medicine  did  not  onely  fhew  its  operation  upon  the 
Tartar  in  the  Reins  and  Bladder  not  as  yet  coagu¬ 
lated,  but  did  by  little  and  little  leffen  the  already 
Bardned  Sand  and  Stone,  and  in  length  of  time  ex 
pell  it  :  And  did  alfo  in  fuccefs  of  time  refolve  and 
root  out  even  Podagrical  inveterate  humours. 

Bur  thus  much  may  fuffice  to  have  been  fpoken 
of  the  common  Antimonial  Fanacaa.  This  name 
Fanaceea  hath  made  fome  envious  men  flare, and  fuch 
as  judge  this  Medicament  unworthy  fuch  a  name  , 
feeing  it  is  prepared  out  of  fb  vile  a  fubjedl,  and  doth 
withall  fometimes  (  when  too  unskilfully  handled  ' 
ftir  up  vehement  Vomitings,  which  is  not  the  pro-» 
perty  of  a  Fanacaa  to  do.  That  I  may  anfwer  fuch, 
I  fay,  that  the  name  Panacaa  denoteth  fuch  a  Medi¬ 
cament  as  may  profitably  be  adminiftred  in  all  Dif 
eafes,  the  which  thing  the  Fmacaa  of  Antimony  is 
alfo  wont  to  doe  as  daily  experience  teftifies.  But 
as  for  its  being  taken  out  of  flich  a  vile  and  (by  ma¬ 
ny  brethren  in  ignorance)  defpifed  fubjedt,  that  doth 
not  at  all  derogate  from  its  Name,  provided  that  the 
Medicine  thence  drawn  performs  thofe  things  that 
are  fpoken  of  it.  Pray  what  brought  David,  that 
contemptible  Shepherd,  «nto  a  Kingdom  was  not 
he  of  a  low  name,  and  low  birth  :  the  fame  is  to  be 
underftood  of  this  Medicament.  It  is  its  mofl  noble 
efficacy  and  operation  hath  given  it  this  name,  and 
not  its  vile  birth ,  nor  contemptible  nativity  and  ab- 
jedl  form.  Neither  is  this  any  lett  thereunto,  viz,. 
that  it  is  prepared  out  of  a  mean  fubjed,  and  fuch 
a  one  as  the  ignorant  contemn  and  defpife ,  and 
which  (before  its  preparation)  was  a  Poifon  ;  for  the 
Poifbn  is  now*  tranl'muted  by  the  help  of  Art,  and 
of  the  fire,  into  a  wholfome  Medicament,  and  the 
more  ftrong  operation  thereof,  fuch  as  to  caufe  vehe¬ 
ment  Vomits,  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  Medicine 
it  felf,  but  unto  the  abufe  of  it.  For  fo  the  beft  Wine 
and  mofl  fragrant  Spices,  are  a  poifon  to  fuch  as  do 
abufe  them.  Abufe  may  turn  the  beft  Medicine  into 
Poifon  ;  and  Art  and  Fire,  both  cai'l  and  ufually  are 
wont  to  turn  Poifon  into  a  Medicament.  That  which 
I  have  often  fpoken,  I  do  here  again  repeat,  and  call 
God  and  the  Truth  to  witnefs,  that  I  never  met  with 
any  fubjcd,  that  might  with  more  profit  be  tranfmu- 
ted  into  a  wholefome  Medicine,  than  -the  vile  and 
contemptible  Antimony  ;  The  which  I  will  take  care 
to  fee  it  prepared  ready  for  the  Poors  ufe  :  And  as 
for  the  Rich,  to  them  I  commend  the  Golden  Purple- 
coloured  Fanacaa,  which  hath  the  fame  efficacy  as 


the  former  has,  bur  herein  differs  from  it,  viz.  it 
operates  more  gently,  and  is  lefs  fenfible  in  the  ope¬ 
ration,  and  may  be  far  more  fafely  adminiftred  unto 
Infants  and  old  Men,  and  may  be  doubled  in  the 
Dole.  Some  few  years  fince,  many  men  of  high  and 
low  degree  have  by  the  help  of  this  Medicine  been 
freed,  not  onely  from  the  Gout,  but  from  other 
grievous  and  inveterate  Difeafes ;  Nor  have  I  ever 
heard  fince  the  time  I  have  prepared  it,  for  my 
Neighbours  benefit,  that  the  ufe  of  it  wanted  fome 
good  effedl :  Nor  is  there  any  caufe  to  fear  offending 
by  the  abufe  or  excefs  thereof,  as  is  in  the  vulgar  Am  * 
timonial  Medicament.  But  this  Golden  Medicini 
will  rarely  flir  up  Vomiting  in  the  fick,  unlefs  a  due 
meafure  be  by  a  wanton  abufe  exceeded ,  or  the  ' 
Dofe  too  too  much  enlarged.  For  this  reafbn  I  wili 
hereafter  have  by  me,  for  fiich  as  need  the  fame-,  this 
Golden  Medicine,  in  the  form  of  a  Purple  Powder^ 
and  the  common  Antimonial  (becaufe  that  it  being 
like  a  red  Powder  may  be  eafily  counterfeited,  and 
fb  ill-prepared  Antimony  may  chance  to  be  fbid  to  the 
fick  infttad  of  a  Panacea  )  fhall  be  ready  made,  up 
in  Pills,  and  in  that  form  onely,  each  of  which  fhall 
contain  one  Grain,  that  fo  being  ready  weighed 
the  fick  that  ufe  them  may  receive  no  detriment  by 
weighing  and  fb  taking  them.  Thefe  now  may  b'6 
ufed  by  fuch  men  as  are  of  a  midling  age,  or  elder  ^ 
but  to  thofe  that  are  Infants,  and  aged,  and  weak  • 
perfbns  I  commend  the  Golden,  as  operating  more 
gently  and  fafely.  The  Antimonial  Panacaa  made 
up  in  a  Pillular  form,  may  be  mofl  exceedingly  pro¬ 
fitable  in  thofe  long  Eafi  and  We(i-India  Navigations^ 
in  which  the  Souldiers  and  Mariners  are  fb  extream- 
ly  troubled  with  the  Scurvy,  and  debilitated  there^ 
by,  and  yet  have  fb  little  benefit  or  help  from  the 
Medicaments  which  they  carry  with  them.  NoVSr 
this  Medicine  is  able  fo  far  to  help  them,  as  that  they 
may  make  their  Navigations  with  a  more  courageous 
and  more  cheerfull  mind.  For  I  have  not  hitherto 
met  with  any  fubjebt  in  the  whole  nature  of  things^ 
that  can  oppofe  it  felf  with  greater  efficacy  againft  all 
the  corruption  of  the  bloud,  and  oppilations  of  the 
inward  members,  than  this  Medicine ;  the  which 
both  Souldiers  and  Marriners  may  have  with  them-, 
it  being  not  very  dear,  nor  eafily  corruptible,  and  fb 
make  ufe  thereof  in  neceffitous  Cafes.  There  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  whole  World  a  rnore  Commodious 
and  more  wholfome  Medicine,  as  well  for  the  Mar¬ 
riners  that  fail  for  many  Months  in  the  vaft  Ocean, 
as  for  the  Souldiers  lying  in  Camps,  that  undergo 
troubles  and  difeommodiries  of  all  forts,  and  lead  a 
diforderly  life.  And  therefore  if  Chyrurgions  that 
be  in  Ships  and  Camps  were  furnifhed  with  this  Me¬ 
dicament,  they  would  verily  preferve  the  lives  of 
many  Marriners  and  Souldiers,  and  would  with  one 
onely  Ounce,  which  is  of  no  great  price,  out  of  which 
may  fome  Hundreds  of  Doles  be  made,  eafily  effedb 
far  more  than  with  a  whole  Cheft  full  of  fuch  Me¬ 
dicaments  as  are  but  of  fmall  virtue.  If  a  Phyficiatl 
or  Chyrurgion,  that  follows  the  Camp,  had  by  him 
fome  Ounces,  he  would  preferve  the  Lives  of  many 
Thoufands  of  men,  which  would  otherwife  miferably 
perifh.  It  is  a  Medicine  of  eafie  carriage,  and  as  eafi- 
ly  kept,  which  is  a  thing  defervedly  to  be  accounted 
of,  feeing  it  much  concerneth  him  who  is  a  Com¬ 
mander,  to  have  at  hand  fome  prefent  remedy  for 
his  Souldiers  that  are  ufually  opprefled  with  the 
Plague,  Scurvy,  Dyfentery,  malignant  Feavers,  and 
other  fuch  like  difeafes,  with  which  whole  heaps  of 
them  perifh,  as  Flies  do  in  a  cold  feafon  This  in- 
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comparable  Medicine  doth  eafily  refift  all  thole  di(ea- 
"(es.  Upon  this  account  I  will  have  ready  by  me  for 
rime  to  come,  good  ftore  of  this  Medicament,  and 
fuel]  as  need  the  fame  may  Peek  it  from  me,  and  be 
made  partakers  thereof,  I  will  perform  the  office 
of  a  good  Chriftian,  who  being  not  born  onely  for 
himfelf,  but  for  his  Neighbours  too,  ought  to  be 
helpfull  unto  them,  even  as  the  hand  helps  the  hand, 
and  one  member  he’ps  another ,  the  which  thing 
verily  every  one  ffiould  necelFarily  (  and  well  wor¬ 
thy  is  it  to  be  )  obferve  more  carefully. 

Next  this  Antimonial  Medicine,  in  the  form  of 
Pills,  and  the  Golden  fanacaa  (  of  a  Purple  Co 
lour)  follows,  my  Nepenthes,  or  Anodine  medica¬ 
ment,  allaying  all  Pains,  and  is  made  of  corrected 
Opium,  extrad  of  Saffron,  and  the  Volatile  Sulphur 
of  Vitriol.  Every  one  knows  that  Opium  is  ftupefac 
tive  and  foporiferous,  becaufe  fo  much  mention  is 
made  of  the  correding  and  preparing  it,  and  the 
way,  defci  ibed  by  many,  of  fo  doing  ;  For  they  well 
perceived,  that  it  being  fometimes  imprudently  ad- 
miniftred,  did  not  onely  caufe  fleep,  but  brought 
ahb  the  brother  of  Sleep  too,  'viz..  Death,  infomuch 
that  the  Tick  being  call  into  an  everlafting  fleep,  could 
not  be  awakened  any  more,  (  for  it  is  a  praife-wor- 
thy  Medicament,  and  fuch  an  one  as  will  beget  cre¬ 
dit  enough;)  and  therefore  they  not  knowing  how 
to  take  away  this  Poifbn,  did  bend  their  ftudies  there¬ 
abouts  more  and  more,  to  corred  the  Opium,  and  to 
tame  the  venomous  force  it  had.  Therefore  they 
dried  it  throughly,  and  reduced  it  into  Powder,  and 
diflblved  it  with  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vinegar,  and  ex- 
traded  it,  and  by  diftillation  abftraded  thefe  Men- 
firuums,  and  brought  the  extraded  Opium  to  the  con- 
fiftcncy  of  Honey,  and  thereto  admixed  a  certain 
portion  of  the  beft  Saffron,  wherewith  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  tame  and  corred  the  venomous  quality 
of  the  Opium.  Others  mixed  that  Powder  with  Oil 
of  Annifeeds,  Liquid  Storax,  or  extrad  of  Saffron, 
(  which  are  Simples  that  will  procure  Sleep  without 
Opium  )  and  made  it  up  in  a  Mafs,  and  accounted 
it  a  moff  excellent  confedion,  as  being  every-where 
hitherto  in  the  Apothecaries  (hops ,  and  ufed  by  the 
Phyficians  with  good  fuccefs,  fbmetimes  in  many  de¬ 
plorable  difeafes  :  And  is  even  to  this  day  (and  de- 
lervedly  too)  in  ufe,  for  there  could  not  be  found 
a  better  and  nV'te  fafe  one.  But  now  forafinuch  as 
a  better  and  fafer  way  is  found  out,  ’tis  but  juft  to 
admit  of  this,  and  omit  the  other  which  is  not  fo 
good.  Since  the  time  that  I  knew  the  ufe  of  the 
Univerfal  Diffolvent,  or  moift  and  cold  Fire,  I  found 
out  and  correded  many  Subjeds  by  the  help  of  the 
fame.  And  amongft  others,  1  diffolved  Opium  in  the 
Liquor  of  Niter  after  my  way,  and  prepared  it,  and 
perceived  wmnderfull  effeds  therein  ,  but  efpecially 
when  I  adjoined  to  it  the  Volatile  Sulphur  of  Vitriol, 
which  is  of  it  felf  an  excellent  and  incomparable 
Somniferous  Anodine,  allaying  all  Pains  with  a  won- 
derfull  fuccefs.  I  alfo  hereunto  added  the  Effence 
of  Saffron,  a  wonderfull  ftrengthener  of  the  Heart. 
Opium  being  uncorreded,  is  a  vehement  Saturnine 
ftupefier,  which  doth  by  its  immoderate  ftupefying 
property  conftringe  as  it  were  and  choak  the  Vital 
faculties,  infomuch  that  the  often  ufing  the  fame  make 
men  pale,  and  to  fleep  (  for  the  molt  part )  with 
their  mouths  and  eyes  open,  and  they  can  hardly 
be  awakened  before  the  operation  thereof  be  over  : 
And  therefore  many  do  defervedly  abhor  the  ufe  of 
the  fame.  The  adding  of  the  Oil  of  Annifeed  and 
^aftfon,  may  in  lome  Ibrt  reftrain  the  cruel  rage  of 


it,  but  cannot  throughly  fubdue  it ;  But  yet  even 
this  may  be  done  with  eafe,  when  being  reduced  un¬ 
to  Powder,  it  be  d  fTo’.ved  with  the  Volatile  Spirit  of 
Vitriol,  inflead  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine  or  Vinegar, 
and  fo  ftrained  through  a  Paper,  and  precipitated 
with  the  contrary  (  or  different  nature  )  Liquor  of 
Niter,  and  be  walked  with  common  Water,  be  dri¬ 
ed  and  prepared  into  a  Mafs  with  the  Eflence  of 
Saffron,  in  which  operation  the  Narcotick  Sulphur, 
of  the  Vitriol  adjoins  it  felf  to  the  Opium,  and  this  is 
far  better,  and  correfts  it  by  its  fulphureous  and  acid 
Spirit.  But  that  the  Spirit  of  Vitnol  is  moft  fir  for 
this  effedt,  I  will  fhew  the  well-minded  Reader. 
The  common  Vitriol  doth,  for  the  mofi:  part,  confift 
of  a  Sulphureous  Salt,  and  of  an  Earth  containing 
Iron  or  Copper,  But  when  it  is  diftilJed  by  the  Fire, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Salt  carrieth  up  with  it  a  Volatile 
and  Sulphureous  Spirit  out  of  the  Mars  ;  the  which 
being  precipitated  with  fomewhat  that  is  of  a  con¬ 
trary  nature,  affords  you  afubtile  Narcotick  Sulphur, 
very  little  in  quantity,  but  of  a  moft  wonderfull  effi¬ 
cacy,  the  which  I  have  made  mention  of  in  the  Se¬ 
cond  Part  of  my  Furnaces.  But  if  now  there  be  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  Calcined  Vitriol  an  equal  weight  of  Iron 
filings  or  Iron  cinders,  fuch  as  are  fmitten  off  from 
the  red-hot  Iron  on  an  Anvil,  and  half  a  pound  of 
Salt-perer,  and  a  water  be  diftilled  out  of  thefe  mat--J 
ters  thus  conjoined,  the  Spirit  of  Niter  will  bring 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  Spirit  of  Aifars.  This  Vo¬ 
latile  Sulphureous  Spirit  is  to  be  feparated  from  the 
Corrofive  Spirit  by  redfification,  and  to  be  diftilled 
into  a  Receiver  that  has  in  it  a  little  fair  water.  This 
Volatile  redtified  Spirit,  and  not  that  corrofive  one 
that  was  left  behind  in  the  redtification,  is  to  be  ufed 
for  the  diflblving  and  corredling  of  the  Opium.  And 
although  that  many  diligent  Chymifts  have  before 
now  underftood  fomewhat  of  this  Narcotick  Vitriol, 
as  I  my  felf  did,  yet  we  have  done  but  little  as  to 
the  preparation  thereof.  But  at  length  when  on  a 
certain  time  I  had  added  Filings  of  Iron  to  Calcined 
Vitriol,  todiftill  thence  from  an  Acp.Fortis, my  Retort 
being  very  red  hot,  did  by  chance  break,  fo  that  the 
matter  fell  out  into  the  fire,  out  of  which  proceeded 
fo  fulphureous  a  fume,  and  fo  much,  and  fb  filled  all 
the  Laboratory  that  I  could  not  flay  in  the  Room  ; 
therefore  I  took  the  live  Coals  out  of  the  Furnace, 
as  fpeedily  as  poflible  I  could,  becaufe  of  the  fup- 
preflions  and  difficulties  (  of  breathing  )  which  that 
Spirit  overwhelmed  me  as  it  were  withall,  and  hard¬ 
ly  got  my  felf  out  of  the  Laboratory-door,  but  ha¬ 
ving  got  a  little  frefti  Air,  I  prefently  came  to  my 
felf  again,  and  perceived  that  the  whole  Floufe  was 
filled  with  the  fume,  and  therefore  to  let  it  out  ,  I 
opened  all  the  windows  and  doors  of  the  Floufe, 
When  I  had  thus  done,  prefently  hapned  another 
danger,  for  the  burning  Coals  that  I  had  pulled  out 
of  the  Furnace,  had  kindled  the  other  Coals  that 
were  next  them  ;  There  being  danger  of  fire,  and 
that  I  might  prevent  it  (  being  deftitute  of  water, 
and  in  the  night  time  hapning)  I  ran  to  the  reft  that 
were  fleeping  in  the  Chamber,  to  get  them  to  arife 
and  fetch  water,  and  to  help  me  quench  the  fire. 
But  they  flept  fb  exceeding  foundly,  that  though  I 
called  and  did  my  befl  to  awaken  them  about  quen¬ 
ching  the  fire,  yet  was  I  forced  to  go  about  it  my 
felf,  and  do  it  as  well  as  I  could.  Flaving  quenched 
it,  away  go  I  into  the  Chamber  to  fee  what  they 
were  doing  of,  and  I  found  them  all  opprelled  with 
a  moft  heavy  fleep,  yea  and  the  fweat  dropped  from 
all  their  faces,  though  it  was  Winter-feafon.  When 
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it  was  lisht  they  awoke  and  arore,to  whom  I  told  the 
danger  I  was  in,  and  that  I  could  not  awaken  them. 
They  all  of  them  confefled  that  they  dreamed  that 
they  were  opprefled  with  fome  heavy  thing,  fo  that 
they  could  not  ftir  themfelves.  From  this  mifchancc, 
learned  I  two  things,  the  firft  is  this  that  in 
Vitriol  and  Iron  lay  hid  an  highly  Narcotick  Sul 
phur  :  The  other  was  this,  what  the  caufe  is  that 
fome  Men  but  efpecially  melancholy  Men  do  in  the 
Night  Dream,  that  they  are  fo  opprelfed  with  fome 
thing  and  yet  cannot  be  awakned.  For  the  Sul¬ 
phureous  martial  and  laturnine  Vapours  which  call 
the  Brain  and  Heart  into  fiich  ftraits,  and  do  bind  as 
'twere  the  vital  Spirits  with  a  Cord,  do  caufe  fuch 
Dreams.  This  breaking  therefore  of  my  Retort,  dil- 
covered  to  me  an  excellent  Medicine, and  the  Dileafe 
rubjea  to  the  fame,  fo  that  there  is  nothing  fo  evil 
out  of  which  fome  good  doth  not  fomerimes  fpnng 
up  I  judged  it  worth  my  labour,  to  gratifie  thole 
that  are  ftudiousin  Medicine  by  adding  to  the  alore 
going  things,  this  ftory,  hoping  it  will  not  be  a  thing 
tedious  to  any.  Befides  this  is  worthy  of  confidera- 
tion,  that  hapned  to  one  of  the  Children  lleeping  in 
the  fame  cafe,  whofe  head  was  much  troubled  with 
phlegminefs,  but  the  Catarrs  were  fo  diffolved  and 
loofened  by  the  efficacy  of  this  fume,  that  it  was  e 
ver  after  of  a  found  head.  From  hence  did  I  conjec¬ 
ture  that  there  was  more  to  be  found  in  the  Sulphur 
of  Vitriol  than  can  be  believed,  and  this  did  I  con 
ioyn  with  the  corrected  Opum,  by  the  often  ufe  of 
which  Medicine,  1  have  freed  many  Children  from 
the  Epilepfie  or  Convulfions,  and  found  befides  that 
it  was  moft  exceedingly  profitable  for  old  Men,  and 
fuch  as  were  of  riper  years ;  But  with  this  provilo, 
that  my  Antimonial  Panacaa  be  firft  adminiftred, 
to  thole  of  a  midung  Age,  and  my  golden  Vanacaa 
to  Infants  and  old  Men,  which  being  premifed  or 
firft  ufed,  this  moft  excellent  Nepenthes,  can  by  fo 
much  the  better  and  more  commodioufly  difplay  its 
virtues.  By  this  Medicine  all  internal  pains,  a  dif 
(luiet  mind,  and  light-headednefs  in  Feveis,  are  al¬ 
layed,  a  quiet  and  gentle  fleep  procured,  the  Winds 
and  Gripes  of  Infants  and  elder  Men,  that  afflid  their 
Bellies  and  Inteftines  are  driven  away,  a  good  inge- 
ny  and  chearfull  mihd  is  procured,  all  wild  and  un¬ 
quiet  Spirits  that  moleft  the  Fleart  and  Brain  are  re- 
ftrained  and  Eid  a  fleep  ;  Thevital  Spirit  being  over¬ 
come  and  fiipprefled  with  corrupt  humours  is  redu¬ 
ced  to  its  former  liberty,  and  the  loft  ftrength  and 
vigour  of  the  Body  fo  happily  reftored,  that  a  moft 
evident  help  is  prefently  perceived,  and  principally 
if  the  be  well  correded  by  the  help  of  the, 

volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol.  It  may  likewife  be  profi¬ 
tably  correded  by  the  fix'd  Liquor  of  Niter,  extrac¬ 
ted  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  be  reduced  into  an  Ef 
fence.  But  if  this  corredion  be  made  by  the  acid 
Spirit,  it  is  better  and  more  profitable,  than  that 
made’by  fixt  Niter.  For  in  correding  it  by  the  fixt 
Niter,  the  correded  ElTence  is  to  be  extraded  by 
Spirit’of  Wine,  which  makes  the  powers  of  the  Opi¬ 
um  too  volatile  and  penetrative,  the  which  thing 
w’e  feck  not  after  in  this  place,  being  it  is  far  better, 
that  the  Opium  fets  upon  his  enemy  leafurely  and  not 
too  ftrongly  ;  and  this  experience  fufficiently  teftifies 
the  necfcflity  of.  This  moft  excellent  medicine  is 
one  of  the  four  Cardinal  Pillars,  whereon  the  whole 
fabrick  of  medicine  is  built.  The  Antimonial  P anacaa 
is  a  moft  excellent  and  fafe  purge,  moft  fit  to  drive 
out  all  the  evil  humours  out  of  the  whole  Body. 
The  golden  Panacaa  is  the  beft  and  molt  excellent 


Diaphorerick  and  Sudorifick.  But  the  correded 
Opium  and  vitriolato  Sulpfur  is  tb.c  moft  eminent 
Anndinc  and  Somniferous  Medicament. 


A  Dlurcikk  and  fsephritkk,  extracted  bj  the  hdp  of  a 
certain  proper  Vegetable  Spirit,  and  endued  7vnh  ex¬ 
cellent  Virtues. 

V 

Take  of  Cantharides  one  ounce,  ^T^/Zior  Hog- 
Lice  two  ounces,  put  into  a  Glafs,  and  pour 
upon  them  three  ounces  of  the  Spirit  of  Nicer,  and 
diflblve  the  Vermine  in  a  gentle  heat,  that  they  may 
be  reduced  into  Water,  which  will  be  in  few  hours, 
or  elfe  leave  them  in  a  Cellar  for  fome  days  and 
nights,  and  they  will  be  dilfolved  as  well  as  in  the 
heat.  Afterwards  add  to  this  Solution  three  ounces 
of  Earth  worms  and  leave  them  yet  for  fome  days 
more  in  the  Cellar.  When  they  are  all  diffolved 
drain  them  through  a  fine  Liiinen  Cloth,  pur  in  a 
Funnel  of  Glafs,  that  the  Solution  may  be  feparated 
from  the  F>ces, which  if  many, fqueefe  well  the  Cloth 
with  your  Fingers,  that  the  whole  Solution  may  be 
feparated  from  the  F^eces,t]ien  throw  away  the  faid 
remaining  Pieces  And  to  the  Solution  that  you  ftrai- 
ned  through  the  Funnel  into  the  Glafs,pour  the  Liquor 
of  fixt  Niter  by  little  and  little,  and  fo  long  untill  all 
the  ebullition  fhall  have  ceafed,  and  a  thorough  pre¬ 
cipitation  be  made.  All  things  thus  done,  feparate 
the  Liquor  by  pouring  them  off  from  the  Vermine, 
and  coagulare  it,  that  it  may  be  again  made  Salt  Pe¬ 
ter,  and  be  ufefull  for  more  occafions.  Wafh  your 
precipitated  Vermine  well  with  common  Water, 
tliereby  freeing  them  from  a’l  faltifhnefs,  and  dry 
them  in  a  gentle  hear,  that  they  may  be  reduced  in¬ 
to  a  pillular  form,  or  into  an  Eicftuary  :  The  which 
medicament  may  be  moft  fafely  and  without  all  dan¬ 
ger  ufed  in  the  Stone,  of  the  Bladder  and  Reins, 
being  given  from  one,  two,  four,  fix,  eight,  and 
twelve  grains  at  moft,  according  to  the  condition  of 
the  Sick  :  For  it  brings  forth  tlie  Urine  and  the  San- 
dinefs  and  Tartar  ;  that  is,  as  \  et  uncongealed,  and 
not lumj>ed together  in  the  Reinsand  Bladder.  If 
any  one  defire  to  have  them  fhew  their  Virtues  more 
ftrongly,  he  may  then  extradb  the  diflbivcd,  preci¬ 
pitated,  waflied,  dryed,  and  correifted  Vermine 
with  fome  burning  Spirit  of  Saxifrage,  Parfly,  Juni¬ 
per  berries,  Aflq  or  fuch  like  Stone  (#.x polling  Llerbs, 
that  fpD  there  may  be  yet  again  a  reparation  of  Faeces, 
and  the  Spirit  may  draw  unto  it  felf  the  piireft  El- 
fence.  7'his  Spirit  being  feparated  by  a  gentle  heat 
in  a  B  leaves  in  the  bottom  an  Eflence  like  a  red 
Balfam,  which  is  far  fweerer,  profirabler,  and  plea- 
fanter  in  the  foi'enamed  Difeafes,  than  it  was  before 
the  extraftion,  when  in  the  form  of  Powder,  Pills, 
or  Eledtuary.  N.  B.  If  a  venereal  Medicine  be  to 
be  pi'epared  out  of  the  Earth  worms,  then  the  Can¬ 
tharides  and  Afelli  are  to  be  omitted,  and  an  half 
part  ofthofe  venereal  Vermine,  which  are  in  the 
Summer  Months  in  Gardens,  and  adhere  to  old 
Seats,  and  old  Walls  in  abundance,  to’'  be  added  to 
the  Worms,  and  to  thefe  is  to  be  added  one  fourth 
part  of  a  Stags  Fizzle  and  all  to  be  prepared  after 
that  manner  we  have  taught  and  prelcribed.  The 
Worms  are  to  be  gathered  at  fuch  a  time  as  the 
Earth  firft  opens  it  felf  after  the  cold  Seafon,  and 
may  be  dig’d  our,  that  fb  you  may  have  the  Worms 
before  they  creep  forth  out  of  the  Earth,  and  have 
enervated  each  other  by  their  coition,  for  when 
they  are  thus  gotten  they  are  endued  with  wonder- 
full  virtues,  and  are  far  more  efficacious  than  they 
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be  afterwards.  Theie  Worms  being  diliolved,  pi  cd- 
pirated,  and  well  walhed  with  common  Water;  if 
they  are  yet  once  extracted  by  the  burning  Spirit  of 
Satyrion,  Hop,  or  Sparagus-roots,  and  reduced  into 
a  fU'eet  Eirence,  do  become  a  prefent  and  etfeftual 
Medicament  againft  impotency. 

All  Diuretick  and  principally  Earth-worms  being 
maturated  and  cor redted,  have  a  power  to  ftrength'en 
the  venereal  faculty.  I3ut  the  correcting  of  them 
muft  not  be  after  the  ufual  Kitchen  way  of  Women, 
where  Wine,  Sugar,  Spices,  andfuch  like  things  are 
added  to  corredt  any  fubjedt  by.  No,  but  it  is  to 
be  done  by  the  benefit  of  Fire,  after  a  Philofophical 
manner,  without  the  addition  of  any  other  things, 
not  with  the  Kitchen  Fire,  but  with  that  Philofbphi- 
;  cal,  moift,  vaporous,  digefting,  altering,  penetrating, 

!  ripening,  amending,  conferving,  and  in  one  degree 
I  always  abiding  Fire,  the  which  is  to  be  foUght  after 
in  Niter.  Great  is  the  errour  that  is  committed  in 
the  decodlions  of  Vegetables,  when  Herbs,  Flowers, 
Seeds  and  the  like  are  boiled  in  fome  Liquors,  as 
Water,  Wine,  Ale,  and  the  like,  and  being  boiled 
'  the  decodtion  is  given  the  Sick  to  drink,  as  if  it  had 
extradled  all  the  virtues  of  the  Herbs  ;  nor  is  it  in  the 
mean  time  confidered  that  in  fuch  decodFions,  the 
penetrating  and  etfedtual  Spirit,  and  Tweet  OiLva- 
poured  away  with  the  water  into  the  Air,  and  yet 
may  this  be  eafily  fmelt,  for  the  Vapour  that  goes 
out  in  fuch  boilings  is  always  endued  with  a  Tweeter 
Odour  than  the  remainder  left  behind  is,  and-which 
they  uTe  in  Medicine,  and  this  can  be  denied  by 
none.  Why  1  pray  are  the  Waters  in  the  Shops, 
where  abundance  of  them  are  uTed,  and  Told,  wont 
to  be  diftilled  now,  not  any  more  in  a  B.  per  fe^ 
but  for  the  moft  part,  in  a  Copper  Still  with  com¬ 
mon  water  added,  to  prevent  burning  too  ;  of  which 
waters  it  is  likewife  Taid,  that  they  are  as  good  as 
thoTe  that  be  diftilled  in  a  B.  per  fe,  without  Water, 
and  this  is  agreeable  to  truth:  For  in  the  diftillation, 
the  moft  Tubtil  moifture  of  the  herb  onely  rifing  up, 
and  the  common  Water  (as  being  the  heavier)  ftays 
behind  in  the  bottom  of  the  Still,  and  therefore 
they  have  a  certain  fign  in  the  diftillation  of  the  Taid 
waters,  'vtz>.  when  the  afcending  water,  tafts  no 
more  of  the  diftilled  herb  :  Then  do  they  defift  from 
farther  operating,  and  caft  away  the  remaining  herb 
with  the  water  in  the  bottom.  But  fuch  whoTe 
ftudy  it  is  to  make  Tweeter  and  more  efficacious 
Waters,  do  take  the  water  which  came  off  in  the 
diftillation,  and  pour  it  upon  more  of  the  frefh 
herb,  and  do  again  diftil  it,  and  draw  off  the  moft 
pure’ part  of  the  herb,  and  make  their  Water  more 
efficacious,  which  way  of  preparing  the  Waters  of 
Herbs,  is  good  and  profitable.  Befides  every  one 
knows,  that  the  Spirit  and  Oils  of  Vegetables,  are 
to  be  diftilled  by  a  Copper  Still  by  the  appofition  of 
a  great  deal  of  Water,  as  we  have  taught  in  the  firft 
part  of  this  Vharmacopcea :  It  is  therefore  manifeft, 
that  the  common  decoding  of  herbs  in  water  is  of 
no  value,  and  that  the  beft  part  vaniftieth  away  into 
the  Air  in  boiling,  and  that  the  lefs  Tweet,  and  moft 
efficacious  part  alone  remains  behind.  Some  skilfull 
Cooks  know  this  full  well,  and  never  put  in  the  Spi- 
I  ces  into  the  Pot  to  boil,  but  let  the  fiefh  be  firft  boil¬ 
ed  and  already  Tet  at  the  Table,  by  which  they  take 
care  of  lofing  the  beft  Odour  of  the  Spices  by 
boiling  them.  If  you  go  by  the  Ale-Brewers  when 
they  are  boiling  the  Hop,  and  the  Floules  of  the 
Apothecaries,  you  (hall  meet  with  a  far  Tweeter 
I  fragrancy,  and  what  doth  more  comfort  the  heart, 


than  what  remains  behind,  and  Is  given  men  to 
drink  ?  And  this  cannot  be  orhervvile,  by  the  fore 
alledgcd  reafdnsj  for,  the  ebiefeft  and  belt  part  go 
away  in  boiling.  ..  Thei  efore  I  do. here  again  repeat 
what  I  laid  before,  and  do  affirm, that  that  Decodion 
which  is  done  in  the  cold  by  the  univerfal  fiery 
Water,  is  to  be  preferred  far  before  that  other  way. 
Now  it  is  Tufficicntly  enough  known  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  food  we  eat,  whether  Flcfti,  Fifh,  or 
Pulfc,  are  wont  to  be  boiled  in  the  Kitchen  by  the 
help  of  Water  to  prelerve  them  from  burning,  that 
thereby  they  may  be  the  better  digeftcd  and  con- 
coded  by  the  Stomach.  And  why  are  not  medica¬ 
ments  prepared  after  the  fame  manner  i*  Now  though 
in  the  decoition  of  Fiefh,  Fifh,  and  Pulfe,  there  goes 
olF  fdme  of  the  vertues  of  the  Tame,  yet  that  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  no  great  moment,  for  the  remainder  is  what 
ftuffs  the  Stomach  from  whence  the  body  may  get 
its  nourifhment.  But  in  medicinal  decodions,  no 
fuch  great  quantity  is  to  be  adminiftred,  but  a  lit¬ 
tle  of  them  given  to  the  Sick'  to  drink  of ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they  muft  necelfarily  have  their  vertues  left  in 
them,  and  not  be  deprived  of  them  by  decodion, 
and  yet  this  Curtation  of  theirs  cannot  be  fhunned 
when  the  decodions  are  done  over  the  fire  with 
common  water  in  open  .Velfels.  This  way  therefore 
of  mine,  by  the  fiery  Water  is  far  to  be  preferred 
before  that  other  way.  For  in  this  decodion  there 
can’t  be  loft  To  much  as  the  leaft  vertues  of  the  herb 
or  Animal,  feeing  it  is  done  in  the  Cold.  But  all  a- 
iide  together,  in  the  watery  or  fiery  Water,  are  nj 
3ened,  bettered,  and  changed  into  medicine,  and 
muft  neceftarily  be  rranfmuted,  whether  they  will 
or  not.  There  is  no  way  for  the  vertues  to  go  off  as 
is  in  that  other  decodion,  where  the  moft  noble 
vertues  vanifh  away  in  the  Air.  Therefore  this  di¬ 
gefting,  conferving,  ripening,  and  amending  Fire 
and  Water  ought  to  be  highly  efteemed  by  the  Phy- 
ficians,  wherewith  they  may  prepare  their  medica¬ 
ments,  or  at  leaft  for  the  preparing  of  Tome  few  good 
ones  which  cannot  elfc  be  gotten,  as  is  apparent  im 
Diureticks,  which  being  fo  inverted  by  this  Philofb- 
phical  water,  do  not  onely  afterwards  expel  Urine, 
and  the  Stone,  and  all  things  pertaining  thereunto; 
but  do  alfo  corroborate,  even  as  all  things  that  have 
a  hot  Tubtil  and  penetrating  Nature  whether  fim- 
ples  or  compounds  are  wont  to  do  ;  Infbmuch  that 
they  do  not  any  more  caufe  torments  and  pains  by 
a  forceable  expulfion  of  Urine  and  the  Stone,  ,  but  do 
gently  and  fweetly  ftir  up  to  a  calling  them  our,  and 
do  withal  ftrengthen  and  confervethe  virile  Nature  .* 
But  contrarily  thofe  im.mature  and  crude  Simples, 
do  by  their  Crudity  and  Wildnefs  hurt,  and  not 
onely  expel  Urine,  but  even  ftir  up  pains.  This  dif- 
courfe  and  propnfed  matter,  concerning  the  watery 
Fire  and  fiery  Water  (  by  the  benefit  of  which  ve¬ 
nomous  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals  may  be 
(  as_I  have  taught  )  turned  into  wholTome  medica- 
ments)win  haply  create  in  many  fbme  dilagreeableCo- 
gitations^and  may  feem  to  them  as  ifit  were  a  ftrange 
thing,  that  I  fhould  call  the  Liquor  of  fixt  Niter,- 
and  the  Spirit  of  corrofive  Niter,  fiery  Waters,  and 
watery  Fires,  whereas  there  is  in  them  no  apparent 
vifible  Fire.  Well,  to  remove  this  Scuple  from  their 
minds,  I  do  in  the  firft  place  judge  it  expedient  to 
demonft rate  that  Niter  is  no  other  than  a  mere  Fire ; 
For  put  but  Niter  on  a  live  Coal,  and  "twill  all  fl'e 
up  and  burn  away  in  the  Air ;  this  now  is  evidently 
feen  in  Gun  powder,  in  which  the  Salt-peter  is  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  other  added  matters  difeharged  all  of 


1X4- 


The  Second  fart  of 


Fart  II- 


it  into  the  Air.  Niter  being  brought  by  Calcination 
to  a  fixity  or  conftancv  in  the  Fire,  or  elfe  by  cliftil- 
lation  to  a  corrofive  Water,  bath  not  for  all  this  loft 
its  fire,  but  hath  it  as  yet  perfedly  with  it  felf.  And 
that  this  is  true  is  hereby  cleared,  'viz,.  that  both 
thofe  Liquors  the  fixt  and  the  corrofive  volatile  one 
being  mixc  together,  do  depofit  thatnature  they  got 
from  the  Fire,  and  do  return  to  their  form,  or  Salt¬ 
peter  nature.  Flence  may  it  be  manifeftly  proved 
that  both  thefe  Liquors  as  well  the  fixt  one  as  the 
acid  Spirit  may  and  ought  to  be  called  fiery  Waters, 
feeing  that  they  do  in  very  deed  demonftrate  their 
fiery  vertues.  For  they  do  yet  retain  their  Fire,  and 
do  melt  all  things  and  reduce  them  into  Water,  what- 
fbever  you  put  into  them.  This  demonftration  1 
hope  is  a  fufficient  fatisfadory  teftimony  to  fuch  as 
have  any  underftanding  though  not  fb  well  skilled  in 
the  light  of  nature.  But  that  I  may  yet  meet  with 
the  moft  unskilfull  of  men,  who  are  for  the  moft 
part  wont  to  meafure  by  their  moft  unskilfull  fancy, 
fuch  things  as  are  to  them  wholly  unknown,  and 
that  I  may  fet  it  moft  clearly  before  their  Eyes,  that 
the  faid  Waters  are  mere  true  Fires ;  I  would  per- 
fwade  them  that  for  trial  of  the  truth  they  would 
put  one  little  drop  onely  or  one  fmall  piece  of  a 
Grain  upon  their  Tongues,  and  fee  whether  or  no 
they  will  not  in  lefs  than  a  moment  of  time  find,  and 
fay  that  that  Fire  is  hidden  in  the  Water,  and  is  juft 
as  if  their  Tongue  had  been  touched  with  a  Coal  of 
Fire.  But  if  they  would  fee  the  very  flame  it  felf, 
they  may  coagulate  or  concenter  either  both  or  ei- 


in  it  a  great  myflery,  and  what  is  ferving  to  true 
Philofophy,  and  in  which  fuch  a  fire  lies  hid  as  was 
buried  by  the  Priefls,  mentioned  in  the  Maccabus^ 
and  after  fome  hundreds  of  years  again  d'gged  out 
and  found.  For  fuch  a  kind  of  Fire  being  fenced 
againft  the  accefs  of  tl.e  Air,  remains  uncorrupt  for 
too,  yea  a  thoufand  years,  and  this  verily  is  a  thing 
moft  worthy  of  diligent  confjderation.  We  have 
by  what  has  been  faid  fufficiently  demonftrated  that 
fixt  Niter  is  a  mere  Fire,  and  that  it  manifefls  it  felf 
fb  to  be  whenfeever  any  one  is  fb  minded  as  to  try. 
The  acid  Liquor  doth  the  fame,  and  hath  a  far  dif¬ 
ferent  nature  and  property  from  the  fixt  Niter,  the 
which  neverthelefs  doth  alfo  produce  to  light  its 
occult  Fire  according  as  the  Artift  pleafeth,  and  is 
on  this  wife  done.  Diffolve  in  it  Eon  or  Laps  Ca- 
lammaris,  and  draw  off  the  moifture^^by  Fire,  JV.  B. 
You  (hall  have  nothing  elfe  come  over  or  evaporate 
fave  onely  a  fweet  water  void  of  all  taft,  and  the 
fiery  part  will  concenter  it  felf  in  the  Iron  or  in  the 
Laps  Calaminaris ,  and  become  a  fiery  and  dry 
Earth,  the  which  being  jlrefcrved  againft  the  ingt eft 
of  the  Air,  will  remain  dry,  nor  will  it  ever  change 
it  felf  into  water.  This  fiery  Spirit  thus  concentra¬ 
ted  in  this  Earth  isfb  burning  hot,  that  if  it  be  putto 
the  Tongue  in  no- bigger  a  piece  than  a  Hempfeed, 
it  will  burn  it  juft  as  if  you  had  touched  it  with 
an  hot  Iron.  And  if  you  would  have  fire  thereout 
of,  pour  in  fome  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  you  ftiall  fee 
the  flame  break  out ;  But  if  you  would  warm  your 
felf  with  that  heat,  as  we  before  fpake  of  in  the  fixt 


ther  Liquor,  either  by  Antimony  or  Laps  Calami-yiiiiQv;  then  put  in  a  few  drops  of  water,  which 
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naris,  by  which  ail  Corrofives  do  chiefly  love  to  be 
concentred,  and  to  put  off  their  adjoined  Waters. 

Therefore  when  you  have  a  mind  to  fee  a  flame 
pour  upon  your  concentrated  acid  Spirit,  or  on  your 
fixt  Liquor  of  Niter,  the  pure  Spirit  of  Wine,  and 
what  is  feparated  from  all  Phlegm  :  By  which  pou¬ 
ring  on,  the  hidden  Fire  of  the  concentrated  Niter, 
will  forthwith  manifeft  it  felf,  and  will  kindle  and 
burn  up  the  Spirit  of  Wine.  If  he  would  yet  farther 
try  the  truth  of  this  thing,  let  him  fix  Niter  by  Regu- 
^ lus  Martts,  and  coagulate  it  into  a  fiery  Maft,  and 

keep  it  in  a  ftrong  earthen  Veffel  well  Ihut,  that  fb!  tie  piece  of  Iron  or  it  willmakethe 

the  Air  e.irer  not  therein,  and  that  the  Fire  may  glafs  fb  hot,  that  you  cannot  hold  it  in  your  hand, 

remain  (b  long  hidden  as  he  pleafeth  Now  if  he!  We  hereby  learn  that  from  this  Original  do  the 

would  have  it  grow  hot,  let  him  pour  in  a  little'  Baths  arife,  and  is  thus.  When  an  acid  mineral Spi- 

warer  into  the  Veffel,  which  done  the  hidden  Fire;  rit  joins  it  felf  in  the  Mountains  tofbme  Fountain  of 
will  become  prefently  manifeft,  and  make  the  Veflel  J  fweet  Water,  and  doth  together  therewithal  paft 
fb  hot,  that  it  cannot  be  held  in  ones  hand :  By  I  through  fbme  Mines  of  Laps  Calaminaris,  or  Iron, 

how  much  the  more  the  Water  is  that  is  poured  '  it  becometh  fb  hot  that  it  breaks  out  like  water  hea- 


donc,  the  hidden  and  concentrated  Fire  will  be¬ 
come  manifefted  (  as  in  the  fixt  Niter  )  and  continue 
a  long  while,  if  there  be  not  too  much  water  pou¬ 
red  thereupon.  If  you  would  quench  your  Fire 
and  have  the  Veffel  cool,  then  ftiut  it,  and  if  you 
would  have  it  again  hot,  then  open  it  and  pour  on  a 
little  water.  Thus  therefore  fhalt  thou  have  this 
Fire  moft  ready  for  thy  ufe  whenfoever  thou  haft  a 
mind  to  employ  it.  So  then  all  thefe  things  do  moft 
abundantly  confirm  that  the  acid  Spirit  of  Niter  is 
a  cold  and  hidden  Fire,  for  ff  you  put  into  it  a  lit- 


thereupon,  fo  much  the  hotter  the  Veflel  becomes 
fb  that  by  the  too .  much  effufion  of  water,  there  is 
danger  of  the  Veflels  breaking  into  Pieces.  A  mean 
therefore  is  to  be  obferved  in  the  pouring  water  on, 
if  you  would  have  your  Veflel  endure  the  longer, 
and  give  a  lafting  heat.  This  fecret  doth  not  onely 
teach  the  Miracles  of  Nature,  but  is  likewife  profi¬ 
table  for  fuch  as  journey  in  the  Winter  Seafbn,  whe¬ 
ther  in  a  Wagon,  or  a  Ship,  day  and  night,  in  excee¬ 
ding  cold  Weather,  for  by  the  help  of  fuch  a  Veffel 
may  they  heat  themfelves.  For  if  they  have  a  Vef 
fel  containing  about  one  or  two  Pounds  of  this  con¬ 
centrated  Fire,  it  will  keep  heat  for  14  hours :  And 
fb  in  cafe  of  neceffity  fuch  as  Journey  may  have 
with  them  greater  and  more  Veffels,  and  not  be 
fcantied  of  this  Fire,  And  if  in  the  extremity  of 
cold  they  want  water,  they  may  heat  the  Veflel  by 
ftirring  up  the  fame  Fire  with  their  own  Urine. 
How  vile  fbever  this  fccret  appears,  yet  lies  there 


ted  in  a  Copper.  Nor  are  Baths  any  where  to  be 
found  fave  in  Mountains,  and  in  places  that  abound 
with  Laps  Calaminaris  or  Veins  of  Iron,  as  may  be 
feen  in  many  places,  but  efpecially  in  that  of  Acquis 
Granum,  where  the  moft  curious  or  braveft  Baths  of 
all  Europe  are  found  to  be,  and  the  Mountains  thar 
lie  round  it  do  abbund  with  Iron,  and  Lapis  Cala¬ 
minaris.  But  as  concerning  thofe  other  profitable 
and  gallant  Secrets,  that  lie  hidden  in  this  concen¬ 
trated  Fire,  ’tis  not  expedient  to  fpeak  of  them  here. 
We  have  revealed  to  you  enough  already,  and  he 
that  learns  nothing  hencefrom,  fhall  have  nothing, 
nor  is  it  given  him  of  God  to  know  theunfearchable 
properties  of  this  Fire,  and  to  open  the  Gate  of  true 
Philofophy  and  Hermetical  Medicine.  Flere  then 
the  Son  of  Art  fees  what  a  concentrated  Fire  is  able 
to  effeeft,  and  how  its  many  vertues  are  as  yet  im¬ 
peded  by  reafon  of  the  Earth,  (  conlifting  of  tffe 
Iron  Calaminaris,  and  Antimony  )  wherein  it  is  in¬ 
cluded 


i 


I 


I 

I 

I 

1 

1 


I 


I 

I 


I 


i‘  I 


I 


I 


I 


‘  1 


),  I 


I 


Part  il.  the  Spagjncal  Difpenfator)', 


eluded  and  .hindered  from  anfwering  the  event  that 
may  be  hoped  for  from  it.  For  an  impure  body  is 
able  even  to  make  a  pure  Soul  inhabiting  in  it,  igno¬ 
ble  and. impure,  yea  and  plainly  to  kill  it;  and  this 
may  be  underftood  as  well  of  Men  as  Minerals.  Now 
it  may  be  eafily  conjeefured  what  fuch  a  pure  Soul, 
and  whic4i  is  (eparated  from  all  Faeces  is  able  to  do. 
Things  incredible  and  almoft  Divine  may  be  cfFeTcd 
by  fuch  a  Fire.  The  Fire  of  common  Wood  and 
Coals,  if  concentred  will  perform  things  wonderfull. 
But  I  pray  what  then  will  the  concentred  Fire  ot 
the  Sun  do,  which  is  a  thouland  times  purer  than 
that.  Next  after  God,  is  the  Sun,  next^the  Sun  the 
Fire  of  Coals  and  Wood,  is  of  all  things  in  the  whole 
World,  the  moft  noble.  Were  it  lawfull  openly 
for  me  to  declare  my  opinion  of  the  Fire  for  the  rude 
and  unskilfull  to  underftand,  I  fhould  enlighten 
many  a  dark  Corner.  For  the  Elementary  Sun,  which 
beftows  upon  the  whole  World  all  Light, and  all  Life, 
is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Garment  and  Covering  as  it 
were  of  the  omnipotent  God.  If  then  the  Garment 
and  Covering  be  lb  noble,  lb  efficacious,  and  lb  po¬ 
tent,  in  its  Elfence,  how  great  then  is  and  ever  will 
be  the  Majehy  of  God,  that  Eternal  Light  and  Cen¬ 
ter  of  all  Lights  We  cannot  lb  ^much  as  look  upon 
that  Garment,  'vix,.  the  Sun  without  hurting  our 
light,  nor  fearch*out  its  wonderfull  virtues  and  pro¬ 
perties  by  all  our  fpeculations,  and  as  I  may  lay, 
Philofophations.  Why  then  are  Men  fo  foolilh  to 
Ipeak,  and  think  fo  lightly  of  God,  and  yet  know 
nothing  of  him  ^  Hence  is  it  that  almoft  every 
one  feigns  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  God,  and  worffiip- 
peth  and  adoreth  him,  which  horrid  impiety,  the 
true  and  onely  God  abominates.  The  Ancient 
Phyficians  attributed  the  round  fiery  Sphere  that 
hath  its  rife  from  God,  unto  the  Sun,  and  figured 
k  out  by  the  fign  of  perfeTion,  x/iz,.  a  Circle  with 
a  prick  in  the  middle,  whereby  the  Center  is  deci¬ 
phered.  But  feeing  that  in  all  things,  the  Center  is 
far  more  noble  and  excellent  than  the  circumference 
;  it  lelf,  which  hath  its  birth  from  the  Center,  but 
the  circumference  it  felf  doth  by  lb  much  the  more 
ditfer  from  the  Center,  and  is  more  unequal  to  it, 
by  how  much  the  farther  off  it  is  from  it:  And  con- 
trariwife,  is  to  be  judged  fo  much  the  equaller  to  it, 
by  how  much  the  nearer  it  approacheth  thereunto : 
What  then  ffiall  the  prick  in  the  Sun  be,  feeing  that 
the  Sun  it  fe!f  being  but  as  the  circumference  to  that 
point,  be  fuch  a  moft  noble  and  excellent  Efience  ? 
What  name  ffiall  we  call  that  point  by  ?  To  whom 
is  it  lawfull  thus  to  do,  (‘Viz,.  to  deferibe  that  namcj 
in  this  perverle  World  I  even  conftrained,  though 
againft  my  will,  to  forbear  farther  difcourfing  there¬ 
abouts,  and  to  refer  it  to  my  Treatile  of  the  concen¬ 
trating  of  the  Heaven  and  the  Earth.  But  thus 
much  Lilly,  that  our  Terreftrial  Fire  which  we  daily 
make  ufe  of, is  the  fipft  degree  of  that  Ladder  where¬ 
by  we  alcend  to  God,  fo  as  to  comprehend  for  lay 
hold  on)  this  omnipotency,  to  perceive  and  learch 
into  it,  to  Love,  Fear,  Worffiip,  and  at  laft  to  lee 
and  be  rendred  (through  Divine  Grace)  partaker 
of  the  Divine  Majefty  :  Seeing  then  that  the  com¬ 
mon  Fire  and  which  every  body  knows  is  as  I  will 
yet  again  fay,  the  firft  degree  in  that  Scale  or  Lad¬ 
der,  whereby  we  may  alcend  to  God  and  hisMyfte- 
ries,  and  yet  the-  property  thereof  is  lb  much  un¬ 
known  unto  us  :  What  I  pray  ffiall  we  think  then  of 
the  lecond  and  third  degree,  the  which  we  know 
nothing  of,  though  we  think  our  lelves  to  know  lb 
much,  i  do  therefore  affirm  here,  and  that  boldly, 


that  our  knowledge  is  as  nothing,  and  there  is  not 
one  amongft  many  rbonlands  that  knows  the  lecond,' 
(much  lels  the  third)  degree.  But  haply  hereafter 
I  ffiall  fpeak  and  demonftrate  more  things  of  this 
nature. 

yf  Cordial  and  Comfort ative  to  be  ufed  in  great  and  con¬ 
tinual  Difeafes. 

Take  the  Flowers  of  Marjoram,  Sage,  Rolemary, 
Mace,  two  ounces,  Nutmegs,  Cardamoms, 
Zedoary,  Galangall,  one  ounce,  cholen  Cinamon 
eight  ounces,  extradt  the  Tindtiure  with  Spirit  of 
Wine,  then  diffolve  in  redtified  Spirit  of  Salt,  and 
which  is  acuated  by  an  addition  of  Niter,  one  ounce 
of  Gold  :  Pour  this  Solution  to  the  Spirit  of  Wine, 
which  is  impregnated  with  the  Tindlure  of  the 
faid  firnples,  and  put  them  to  diftill  in  a  Glals  Retort 
in  a  dry  B.  There  will  firft  come  over  the  Aromati- 
cal  Spirit  of  Wine,  not  onely  fvveet  but  withall  clear, 
which  when  it  begins  to  come  white  and  troubled, 
takeoff  the  Glafs  that  you  received  your  Spirit  in, 
and  put  on  another,  and  draw  off  all  the  moifture 
in  a  gentle  heat,  till  there  comes  out  no  more  Spirit 
of  Wine,  and  an  acid  Water  of  an  unpleafant  Taft 
follows.  Then  take  out  all  the  Fire  from  under  your 
Retort,  that  it  may  cool.  In  which  ( when  all  is 
cool)  and  the  Solution  taken  forth,  you  ffiall  find 
the  Oil  of  the  Spices  fwimming  on  the  top,  which  is 
as  red  as  blood  and  is  impregnated  with  the  Tinc¬ 
ture  of  the  Gold  :  The  wffiich  being  feparated  by  a 
feparating  Glafs  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Salt,  you 
muft  add  to  the  Aromatifed  Wine  that  carne  firft 
over,  which  will  prefently  imbibe  the  faid  Oil,  and 
be  tinged  with  a  moft  curious  red.  As  for  the  re¬ 
maining  Gold,  which  the  Oil  of  the  Spices  hath  not 
attracted  to  it  felf,  you  may  precipitate  into  a  tender 
and  bright  Calx,  and  waffi  it  w'ell  with  water  and 
add  it  to  the  Aromatifed  Spirit,  and  Oil  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  Sugar  Candy,  that  the  Spirit  may 
be  rendred  fweet  and  pleafant.  So  ffiall  you  have  a 
moft  efficacious  htat,  the  which  doth  wonder¬ 
fully  corroborate  and  refreffi  the  Sick,  in  all  kinds 
of  wcaknefies.  But  this  precipitation  is  not  to  be 
made  like  as  the  common  is,  in  which  the  Powders 
that  are  precipitated  do  lofe  their  Aletalline  form 
as  Gold,  W'hich  being  changed  into  a  yellow  Powder 
is  called  fulminating  Gold,  and  being  put  upon  a 
Plate,  and  heated,  gives  a  noi!e  like  a  Gun,  the 
found  it  gives  is  very  loud,  and  the  blow  ftrikes  down¬ 
wards,  lb  that  the  bignels  of  a  fmall  Pea  being  kind¬ 
led  in  a  filver  Spoon  will  make  a  little  hole  But  you 
are  to  precipitate  the  Gold  on  fitch  wife  as  that  it  may 
retain  a  Metalline  form,  but  fo  tender  and  fine  that 
it  may  be  well  brooked  even  in  the  Eyes  Neither 
muft  all  the  Gold  be  precipitated,  but  onely  the 
moft  noble  part,  and  as  it  were  its  Soul,  which  as  to 
its  colour  is  much  fairer  and  fublimer  than  common 
Gold  is.  But  the  more  vile  part  is  to  be  (eparated 
by  a  peculiar  precipitation,  and  to  be  l  educed  by 
fufion.  To  this  pale  part  is  its  former  colour  to  be 
reftored  by  Antimony,  fb  that -no  lofs  may  be  made. 
If  then  the  former  part  being  precipitated,  is  better 
than  pure  common  Gold,  the  latter  part  muft  necef 
farily  be  (being  reduced  by  fulion)  more  vile,  or 
thus,  if  the  latter  be  baler  than  common  pure  Gold, 
the  former  ffiall  be  better  than  it  is,  and  w'ill  there¬ 
fore  be  rwore  profitable  in  Medicine,  forafinuch  as 
it  will  (being  digefted  and  cenfumed  in  the  Sto¬ 
mach)  difplay  its  virtues,  which  the  common  filed 
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Gold,  or  vet  the  Leafc  Gold  will  not  do^  I  pur- 
pofely  'tried  this  matter,  and  found  the  things 
i  tell  you  of,  to  be  true.  But  if  fo  be  as  any  doubt 
as  vet  of  this  thing,  concerning  the  firft  precipita¬ 
ted  Gold  as  being  the  beft  part  thereof,  and  which 
we  bid  you  to  add  to  the  Aromatized  Spirit,  he  may 
«lek  it  down  with  fome  Borax,  and  compare  it  with 
the  latter  precipitated  Gold,  and  then  he  vvill  eafily 
perceive  the  wide  difference  that  is  betwixt  them 
'rhe  firit  will  as  to  its  Colour,  far  exceed  the  Gold 
of  the  beft  Duckats  or  Rofe  Noble,  but  the  latter 
will  be  far  worfe.  That  firft  being  again  dillblved 
and  precipitated  after  a  Philofbphical  manner,  that 
lialf  of  it  may  again  fettle  down,  it  will  become  more 
noble,  and  again  leave  behind  it  a  particle  of  pale 
Gold.  Which  operation  is  verily  moft  worthy  ad 
miration,  by  the  help  whereof.  Gold  certainly  may 
be  at  length  haply  (b  concentrated,  as  to  be  able 
^  when  reduced  to  the  higheft  nobility,  colour,  effi¬ 
cacy  and  vertue  )  to  give  colour  to  the  other  metals, 
and  amend  them.  But  this  is  not  what  I  have  hi¬ 
therto,  for  want  of  time,  tried :  But  I  hope  (  God 
permitting  me  )  fhortly  to  fhew  fuch  a  Gold  to  the 
ifudious  of  Art,  feeking  after  it  merely  for  this  caufe, 
that  1  might  thereof  make  an  excellent  medicine.  I 
will  treat  more  plainly  and  more  fully  in  my  fourth 
part  of  the  Prorjrerity  of  Germany,  concerning  the 
Artificial  and  Philofophical  Concentration  of  Gold 
and  Silver  into  good  Medicaments  ;  but  that  I  may 
heib  give  the  Lovers  of  Art  fbme  fmall  Xeftimony 
how  fuch  a  precipitation  may  be  efFeded,  take  with 
you  thefe  few  things.  The  precipitation  may  be 
clone  as  well  in  the  dry  as  moift  way,  but  there  the 
raoift  way  is  ufed,  which  is  requifite  in  the  making 
of  this  Medicine,  but  yet  it  is  troublefome  and  ha¬ 
zardous,  becaufe  that  fometimes  the  glafles  break, 
and  the  Gold  falls  amongft  the  Afhes.  But  the  dry 
way  and  which  is  void  of  any  danger,  belongs  not 
to  this  place  but  to  the  fourth  part  of  the  Prolperity 
of  my  Countrey.  I  mention  it  for  this  end  onely 


moft  fubtil  Attomes  of  the  Gold  may  ccn.mix  them- 
felves  With  the  Ac].  Vita;  ;  then  afterwards  feme  few 
drops  of  the  fame  according  as  the  Perfon  and  DP, 
(eale  is,  are  to  be  adminiftred  in  fom^e  convenient 
Vehicle.  If  you  make  trial  with  one  or  two  fmall 
drops,  .you  fhall  experience  its  wonderfull.  heart 
ftrengthening  Vertues,  and  its  moft  profitable  ufe  in 
all  weaknelles. 

Another  Metallick  Medicament  prepared  by  the  help  of 
Nitre,  out  of  a  Vein  of  Lead  containing  Silver,  and 
moft  profitable  in  all  the  SickneJJes  or  Dijtempers  of 
the  Brain. 

TAke  a  Vein  of  Lead  that  is  rich  in  Silver,  nor 
hath  either  Copper  or  Iron  mixed  with  it,  but 
by  how  much  the  richer  it  is  with  Silver,  fb  much 
the  better  and  more  beneficial  is  it  for  this  work.  Se¬ 
parate  from  this  Vein  all  the  Sulphureity  or  Brimfto- 
ny  ftinch  by  Niter,  according  to  the  Spagyrical  Art, 
that  fb  the  moft  pure,  moft  fubtile,  and  moft  highly 
Volati’e  and  fluid  Mercurial  part  may  remain,  Wafh 
off  the  Niter  as  carefully  as  you  can,  and  feparate  it, 
that  a  bright  fnow  coloured  he-avy  Powder  may  re¬ 
main.  This  moft  exceeding  fluid  and  Volatile  Pow¬ 
der  is  the  Mercury  of  Saturn,  I,  1,  5,  4,  5,  even  to 
1 1  grains  thereof,  being  adminiftred  in  convenient 
Vehicles,  doth  exceeding  quickly  yield  help  in  all 
grievous  aftefts  of  the  Brain,  in  the  Plague,  Pains  of 
Children  that  are  troubled  with  Worms ;  itquench- 
eth  all  internal  hear,  and  withholds  the  grofs  Va¬ 
pours  from  amending  up  into  the  Brain,  it  opens  all 
the  obftruftions  of  the  Liver,  exhilerates  the  melan¬ 
choly,  reftores  the  Lunatick,  foolifh  and  phanraftick 
Ingeny,  efpecially  if  their  Bodies  be  firft  prepared 
by  my  Antimonial  Tanacrea.  Nay  more,  this  Ce- 
phalick  medicament  will  operate  yet  better,  if  after 
the  firft  preparation  by  Niter  it  be  again  waftied, 
and  made  more  fubtil,  yea  and  plainly  fixed,  that  fo 
it  may  exercife  its  vertues  and  power  with  thegrea- 


of  mv  Countrey.  1  mention  it  tor  this  end  oneiy,  it  cxcims.  u» 

that  it  may  be  feen  and  confidered,  that  it  is  poflibl^-ter  efficacy.  Laft  of  all,  it  is  yet  rcndeied  moft  et- 
Sf^mration  in  Gold  as  well  as  in  the'  ficacious,  if  this  Mercury  ofiSaturn  be  in  the  laft 


to  make  fome  Separation  in  Gold  as  well  as  in  the 
meaner  metals.  For  he  that  knows  how  by  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  Art  to  make  a  Separation  in  fome  metals  of 
the  beft  part  from  the  worft,  hath  a  profitable 
amendment  of  the  metal.  We  teach  in  the  fecond 
part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany^  how  the  volatile 
and  unripe  Minerals,  may  by  Niter  be  reduced  into 
malleable  Metals.  In  the  third  part  we  ftiew  the 
way  of  turning  the  common  and  imperfeift  Metals 
into  perfed  Gold  and  Silver.  Then  at  laft  in  the 
fourth  part  we  fiievv  by  what  means  Gold  and  Silver 
may  be  avanced  into  more  than  perfed  Bodies  and 
appertaining  to  medicine ;  concerning  which  Sepa¬ 
ration  more  fha'il  be  fpoken  in  what  next  follows 
Nor  hath  any  one  reafon  to  make  any  Scruple  and 
imayine  that  I  contradid  my  felf,  feeing  that  in  the 
aforefaid  medicament  1  make  ufe  of  precipitation  and 
tender  Gold,  and  yet  have  openly  in  many  places 
fpoken  the  contrary,  viz.,  that  corporeal  Gold  can 
not  be  conceded  and  digefted  in  the  Stomach,  and 
this  1  have  moft  often  tried.  For  the  Gold  which 
we  teach  the  precipitation  of  here  is  much  bettci 
and  more  noble  than  the  common  Gold,  and  upon 
that  accompt  is  not  to  be  accompted  of  as  corporeal, 
but  for  the  very  Kernel,  and  Soul  thereof  as  it  were, 
which  being  digefted  in  tiie  Stomach  of  a  man,  doth 
produce  its  vertues  into  open  light.  JV.  B.  That  the 
laid  golden  yiV/.  Vitae  being  to  be  ufed,  you  muft  firft  | 
rhp  oUifi  ck  wh^r^^tn  ir  is  kenr  that  lb  the 


ficacious,  if  this  Mercury  of  Saturn  be  in  the  laft 
Operation  driven  over  in  a  Retort  andfo  converted 
into  a  fweet  Milk,  demonftrating  the  truth  of  that 
Philofophical  faying,  'The  Fire  and  Azoth  do  pvajb 
the  Laton.  Niter  is  the  true  Azoth  of  the  Philofo- 
phers,  and  befides  it,  is  no  other  to  be  found  :  It  is 
the  Scope  of  the  wife  men,  the  univerfil  Bath  of 
Metals ;  The  faid  fweet  Milk,  may  be  coagulated, 
and  fi.xed  into  a  tranfparent  and  fluid  Stone,  which 
again  coagulateth  and  fixeth  common  purged  Mer¬ 
cury.  But  I  have  not  as  yet  fb  brought  it  to  fuch 
pals  as  to  undergo  Saturn  s  trial  in  the  Cui'el  as  they 
call  it;  yet  am  I  doing  it,  and  hope  to  bring  it  to 
pafs.  But  although  the  Stone  is  yet  volati’e,  yet 
doth  it  penetrate  the  imperfect  Metals  as  Adars  and 
Venus,  and  makes  them  eafily  fluxible  and  volatile ; 
but  feeing  it  does  fo  now,  what  would  it  do  were  it 
reduced  to  a  fixity,  this  any  one  may  eafily  conjec¬ 
ture  what  effedts  it  would  have.  Haply  this  work 
is  not  much  different  from  the  work  of  the^  little 
Countreyman.  But  feeing  that  purification  is  not 
different  from  this  matter,  we  think  ir  worth  while 
briefly  to  teach,  what  it  is,  and  in  what  it  confifteth; 
But  principally  becaufe  all  my  writings  rend  to  this 
end,  VIZ.,  the  feparating  of  the  pure  from  the  im¬ 
pure,  from  which  ground  have  we  given  this  Book 
Its  name.  Few  are  they  that  know  the  way  and 
manner  of  Separations,  and  therefore  we  deemd  it 


(hake  the  glafs  a  little  wherein  it  is  kept,  that  fo  the  highly  neceflary  to  fpeak  lonlcwhat  the»eo  1^  s 


place.  For  all  the  Philofophers  do  cry  out  with  one 
voice,  make  the  fixt  volatile,  and  the  volatile  fixt. 
An  hard  and  fixt  thing  doth  by  laying  down  its 
Earth  become  fluid  and  volatile, and  this  is  aPhilofophi 
cal  feparation  and  operation  ;  after  it  comes  fublima- 
tion  and  diftillation,  by  which  a  thing  is  yet  again 
made  more  pure, being  feparated  from  itsgrofs  Fa?ces. 
For  by  how  much  the  oftner  any  thing  is  diftilled 
orfublimed,  fomuch  the  purer  doth  it  become,  and 
by  how  much  the  purer  it  is,  fb  much  the  more  effi¬ 
cacious  and  penetrative  it  is  found  to  be.  Now 
;  again  if  the  moft  pure  part  of  that  thing  be  brought 
to  filch  a  pafs  as  that  it  will  refift  the  moft  violent 
and  all  things  confuming  forces  of  the  Fire,every  one 
*  will  eafily  conjecture  what  may  be  obtained  by  flich 
;  like  operations  as  thefe.  Thele  things  we  have  fpo- 
I  ken  do  fhew  the  metallick  purification,  effected  by 
the  benefit  of  the  Spagyrical  Art.  The  ablution 
of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  Minerals  is  threefold  ; 

I  The  firft  waffling  carries  off  by  the  help  of  Water 
I  the  adhering  impurities  ,  as  Sand,  Powder,  and 
'  Earth.  The  fecond  feparates  the  thin  and  vt/atery 
I  parts  from  the  earthy  ones,  by  diftillation,  and  doth 
the  fame  thing  as  fublimation  is  known  to  do  in  the 
feparation  of  Metals.  The  third  reparation  is  per- 
j  formed  by  the  Fire,  when  the  fubjecff  tha^^is 
I  to  be  purified  is  made  red  hot  in  the  Fire,  that  fo 
'  thecombuftible  Sulphur  being  inflamed  may  be  con 
!  fumed,  the  Mercury  may  go  away  in  fume,  and 
the  fixt  Earth  onely  with  the  Salt  ftay  behind,  the 
;  which  is  to  beunderftood  of  Vegetables  and  Animals 

■  The  cafe  ftands  otherwife  with  the  Metals,  whofe 

■  three  principles  are  fo  knit  by  nature  with  fo  ftraighr 
and  radical  a  tie,  into  fuch  an  homogenial  matter 
and  fo  hard,  that  they  very  hardly  admit  of  fepara 
tion,  but  do  either  very  flowly  and  by  little  and  lit¬ 
tle  afeend  together  by  Cohobation,  orelfe  abide  con- 
ilantly  together  in  the  bottom  And  albeit  thatfome 
black  Metal,  be  either  by  fublimation  elevated  into 

!  Flores,  or  by  calcination  reduced  into  white  Aflies, 
yet  after  reduction  the  Metal  is  found  to  be  as  before 
I  of  the  fame  form,  and  endued  with  the  fame  pro¬ 
perties,  which  it  had  before  Calcination,  fo  that  thefe 
operations  do  no  ways  deferve  the  name  of  Philofb- 
phical  Purgations.  How  many  have  deceived  them 
felves,  by  thinking  if  they  turned  Mars  into  a  red 
Crocs/s  they  fhould  therewithal  make  Lu»e  fixt,  not 
confidering  that  that  Crocus  returns  by  reduction  to 
its  own  former  nature  and  Iron  ffiape.  Common 
Mercury  is  precipitated  into  a!  moft  fair  and  moft  red 
Powder,  and  returneth  by  reduction  to  its  firft  run¬ 
ning  nature  Saturn  being  calcined  by  common 
Salt  becomes  red  Powder,  or  a  Mimum^  which  being 
reduced  is  the  fame  Black-lead  as  it  was  before.  Here¬ 
upon  may  fuch  an  one  be  defervedly  faid  to  wafh  the 
Black-moor  that  beftows  his  labour  on  this  work. 
The  fame  Saturn  being  wafhed  with  Vinegar  or  any 
other  corrofive  liquor,  gives  indeed  a  white  Cerufe, 
but  it  is  but  a  borrowed  colour,  and  he  covers  his 
black  body  over  with  a  white  Robe,  but  yet  for  all 
that  is  prefently  difrobed  of  the  fame  by  Vulcan  : 
The  true  Philofophers  do  nothing  efteem  of  this  fo- 
phiftical  Purification  Saturn  is  by  all  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  accounted  for  a  black  and  leprous  Gold,  for 
they  openly  fey,  that  there  is  in  Saturn  what  the 
Philofophers  feek :  Read  but  Paracelfus  his  Book  of  the 
vexation  of  the  Alchymifts,  and  there  he  mentions 
more.  Nor  is  it  without  caufe  that  that  old  Symbol 
or  Proverb  is  uled  amongft  the  Chymitts.  The  Fire 
andhLoxh.  do  ■waf]  Baton.  Az,oth  is  Nicer,'  and  La¬ 
ir 


ton  fignifies  the  matter  of  the  Stone.  Some  doaferibe  La- 
ton  to  Saturn^  I  will  forbear,  onely  thus  much  is 
to  beobferved,thatthe  wordL^^itow  fignifies  the  matter 
of  the  Stone, which  is  to  be  wafhed  by  Az,oth  or  the 
eetumoi  the  Philofophers  that  is  Niter.  Verily  I  well 
know  that  befides  the  common  Saturn  and  Antimony, 
there  is  another,  more  eafily  wafhed  by  Niter  ;  but  be- 
caufe  we  here  treat  of  the  Vulgar,  or  the  firft  Ens  of 
A«wf,and  the  reducing  it  into  a  good  Medicament  by 
Niter,wewillacquifce  in  what  is  already  fpoken,&  put 
off  the  explication  of  the  faid  matter  to  another  place, 

A  Uterine  affrowd  Medicament . 

Orafmuchas  I  have  hitherto  taught  the  preparati¬ 
on  of  fome  notably  efficacious  Medicines  by  the 
help  of  Niter,  and  yet  have  not  in  the  mean  while 
made  any  mention  of  the  Sickneffes  familiar  to  the 
Feminine  Sex.  1  judged  it  wholly  neceffary  to  help 
this  weak  and  infirm  Sex  (which  is  appointed  for 
the  propagation  of  mankind)  with  fome  .lingular 
Medicament :  For  (befides  thofo  Difoafes  whereto 
the  Women  are  fubjeeft  as  well  as  the  Male  Sex) 
they  are  yet  aftlidted  with  many  Sickneffes  that  do 
arife  out  of  the  Matrix,  wherewith  all  as  well  Maids 
as  married  Women,  and  thefe  laft  alfo  are  troubled 
not  onely  before  Child-bearing,  but  afterwards,  -viz,. 
when  the  Matrix  is  not  well  purged  after  Child  birth,’ 
and  fo  begets  various  Sickneffes,  Pains,  Winds,  In¬ 
flammations,  Suffocations,  the  afoendingof  evil  Va¬ 
pours  unto  the  Heart,  or  elfo  by  obftrudion  of  the 
Menftrues,  do  caufe  a  fwelling  Belly,  Weaknefs, 
Debilitation  of  the  Strength,  a  ftraightning  of  the 
Heart  and  Brain,  moft  vehement  Griefs,  and  laftly 
Death  it  felf ;  Or  elfe  the  Matrix  may  be  moved  out 
of  its  place,  in  Child  birth,  its  Bonds  broken^  and 
the  Matrix  it  felf  fo  much  repleatM  and  debilitated 
with  overmuch  moifture,  that  it  has  not  fo  much 
power  as  to  be  put  and  retained  firm  in  its  due  place, 
but  fome  are  conftrained  to  leave  it  hanging  our,  to 
their  great  detriment,  and  are  extreamly  tormented 
with  this  fo  great  a  detriment,  the  Matrix  prefently 
flips  down  out  of  the  Body  by  either  vehemently 
walking,  or  any  other  violent  motions,  and  are  ne- 
ceffitated  always  to  carry  about  them  a  peffary  fra^ 
med  to  the  intent  of  keeping  the  faid  Matrix  up  iri 
their  bodies,  and  that  to  their  exceeding  great  trou^ 
ble.  Now  then  for  the  meeting  with,  and  refiftihg 
thefe  aforenamed  and  other  fuch  like  difeommodires) 
but  efpecially  fuch  as  are  overwhelmed  ( as  it  were) 
with  them,  I  willfet  down  the  way  and  manner  of 
fo  doing.  As  concerning  the  Matrix  and  its  Difoafes 
which  do  arife  after  Childbirth,  if  fo  be  that  the 
Matrix  be  not  rightly  cleanfod,  even  the  Women 
themfelves  know  their  own  Remedies,  and  do  for 
that  reafon  plant  thofe  Herbs  that  are  ufofull  there¬ 
unto  in  their  own  Gardens,  or  gather  them  irt 
a  fitfoafon  and  fo  keep  them  by  them,  till  they  have 
need  to  ufo  them  in  expelling  the  remains  and  trafh 
left  after  Childbirth  :  Such  as  thefo  are  Pulegium^  or 
Penny-royal,  Mother-wort,  Mug-wort,  Savin,  and 
the  like  Herbs,  which  have  a  powerfull  expulfiye 
virtue,  and  there  are  waters  too  in  the  Apothecaries 
Shops  diftilled  to  this  intent,  concerning  which  it  is 
needlefs  to  write  any  moreinthis  place  :  Thus  much 
onely  we  would  advifo,  that  fuch  Herbs  and  Species 
as  are  ufod  for  fuch  effects,  are  to  be  rendred  firft 
more  fubtile  by  feparating  the  pure  from  the  impure,; 
that  they  may  afterwards  operate  more  fpeedily  and 
better.  The  which  thing  may  be  moft  commodioufi 
I  v  done  on  fuch  wife  and  manner  as  I  have  taught; 
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and  preferibed  in  the  tirft  Parr  of  this  Sfagjrkal 
I'  heirwacwpixci  concerning  the  ElTences  of  Herbs.  But 
the  obftruainns  of  the  Matrix,  and  ftoppage  of  the 
Menlirms  are  not  fo  eafily  unlocked  by  bare  Medica- 
n^enrs  thus  barely  taken  in,  for  they  penetrate  not 
fo  far  with  their’^Verrues,  bur  rather,  as  experience 
tcacheth,  is  eficfled  by  luch  Medicaments  as  are  ap¬ 
plied  beneath,  and  that  more  eably,  and  which  we 
have  already  mentioned  in  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Furnaces  in  the  Ch  of  Spirit  of  Urine,  where  I  have 
inanildted  a  peculiar  inllrument  by"  which  fuch  ne- 
celfary  Medicaments  may  be  intromitted  into  the 
Matrix  I  have  therewithal!  hitherto  performed  many 
happy  Cures.  Bur  forafmuch  as  I  have  fince  that 
ti'T.e  found  out  a  far  fitter  inftrument  for  fuch  difeafes, 
I  will  clearly  deferibe  it  for  the  fake,  comfort,  and 
help,  of  luch  Wonien  as  are  obedient  to  their  Hus¬ 
bands,'  and  chaftly  obferve  the  bands  of  Wedlock, 
-v/z,.  both  how  to  prepare  and  how  to  apply  the 
fame.  You  are  to  get  an  Inftrument  made  of  good 
Silver  (  not  of  Copper)  its  figure  to  be  round,  and 
like  a  finall  Cane,  and  ftiuf  in  the  fore  part,  and  to 
be  a  litttle  longer  than  a  mian’s  finger,  and  about  that 
bignels  ;  You  are  likewife  to  get  another  a  little 
fmaller  fo  as  to  go  into  the  other,  which  other  or 
bigger  one  muft  have  three  little  edges  on  its  inlidc 
all  the  length  of  it,  thereby  to  keep  the  fmaller  in- 
llrument  about  the  back  of  a  kmfes  breadth  from  each 
fide  of  the  bigger  one,  that  fo  it  may  not  touch  it. 
In  the  hinder  part  let  be  a  Cover  made  which  may 
fhut  the  Inftrument  tight  when  the  Medicine  is  pur 
in,  left  the  fpiritual  yertue  of  the  fame  fly  back  out 
of  the  body,  and  fo  order  it  that  it  may  perform  its 
operation  on  the  Matrix  through  the  Inftrument , 
which  is  to  be  perforated  (towards  the  top)  with 
holes.  To  the  hinder  part  of  this  Inftrument  let  a 
Thread  be  tied  whereby  it  may  be  plucked  out  when 
its  operation  is  over  :  Therefore  like  as  the  dileafe  is, 
fb  fhall  a  luitable  Medicament  (  and  what  is  made 
exceeding  Spiritual)  be  applied  :  On  this  wife  let  a 
linall  piece  of  fine  Sponge  be  embibed  therewithal!, 
and  let  the  inner  fmall  Pipe  be  filled  therewith,  and 
be  fo  put  up  to  the  Matrix  If  the  MefjJrrues  be 
obftrudtcd,  then  the  moll:  approved  remedy  is  the 
concentrated  Spirit  of  Urine,  which  by  its  fubtile, 
penetrating,  warming,  mollifying,  and  opening  ver- 
tue  opens,  the  little  Veins  of  the  Matrix,  and  gives 
an  Exit  to  the  obftruded  Menjirue.  But  if  the  Ma¬ 
trix  labour  not  with  thisdifeafe,  but  is  onely  befieged 
as  it  were  with  cold  and  tenacious  humours,  then 
the  hot  and  penetrating  Qil  of  Tiles  or  Wax,  redified 
moft  fubtilly,  is  to  be  applied  ,  which  being  fhieared 
on  fome  Sponge,  is  to  be  conveyed  in  by  the  Inftru¬ 
ment  into  the  cold  and  watry  Matrix,  the  which  will 
,  thereby  be  warmed,  dr  ed,  and  freed  from  the  great- 
nefs  of  its  moifture.  But  if  fb  be  the  Matrix  fhall 
be  moved  out  of  its  place,  or  its  cords  broken,  or 
too  much  relaxed,  or  any  other  way  affeded,  and  fb 
not  be.  capable  of  retaining  the  Matrix,  and  keeping 
it  from  Hiding  forth  out  of  the  body  ;  Then  mull:  a- 
ftringenr  things  be  ufed,  which  may  conftringe  the 
too  much  Itjofencd  bands ,  and  may  heal  and  tie  the 
Matrix  again  in  its  due  place,  and  ftrengthen  it.  Such 
as  thefe  are  the  d  ftilled  Oils  out' of  mens  hair,  out  of 
the  Wool  of  Sheep,,  and  fuch-like  Animals,  out  of  the 
Florns  of  Goats,  Claws  of  wild  Beafts,  and  Feathers 
of  wild  and  ravenous  Birds,  and  fuch-iike  things, 
which  being  laid  upon  the  Coals,  do  draw  themfelvcs 
up  together,  and  do  by  that  contradion  fhew  to  us 
■as  it  Were  their  ufe.  But  the  manner  of  diftilling  and 


redtifying  thefe  Oils  we  have  already  taught  in  the 
Second  Part  of  our  Furnaces,  fb  that  it  is  plainly 
necdlefs  to  repeat  the  fame  in  this  place.  I  fay,  and 
that  rruely,  that  if  fb  be  that  thefe  three  kinds  of 
Medicaments  be  rightly  applied  in  tliofe  three  alfeds 
of  the  Matrix,  that  they  will  perform  things  even 
wonderfull,  and  many  pious  Mothers  might  be  pre- 
ferved  fbund,  a  longer  time  amongff  their  pcjor  Chil¬ 
dren,  were  they  but  help'd  by  fuch  remedies.  For 
it  cannot  bs  that  much  help  fhould  be  brought  to 
the  fick  and  hurt  Matrix  by  the  Potions  that  are 
drunk  of,  or  the  hyfterial  watry  Medicines  that  are 
injeded  by  a  Syringe  For  fuch  Medicaments  as  arc 
taken  in  at  the  mouth  cannot  penetrate  with  their 
Vertues  home  to  the  Matrix,  fo  as  to  help  it,  to  open, 
to  purge,  and  to  heal  it,  or  to  heal  the  diflblved  and 
relaxed  bands  And  as  for  Waters  and  Decodions 
that  are  applied,  beneath,  and  there  injeded,  they 
prefently  Aide  out  again,  and  do  help  the  Matrix  buc 
little,  or  nothing  at  all.  Bur  now  thefe  Oils  of  mine 
and  Spirits  are  commodioufly  applied  by  means  of 
the  Inftrument,  and  difeharge  their  office  moft  effi- 
cacioufly.  Bur  there  is  yet  one  thing  necefi'ary  here 
to  advife  you  of,  viz,,  that  fuch  as  defire  to  ufe  the 
Spirit  of  Urine,  Oil  of  Tiles,  or  Wax,  or  Oils  our  of 
Florns,  Flairs,  or  Feathers,  for  curing  of  the  faid  de- 
feds  of  the  Matrix,  do  prepare  them  themfelves,  or 
commit  them  to  fuch  to  prepare  them,  as  are  skilled 
in  the  Art  of  diftillation,  and  verfed  in  redifying 
fuch  Spirits  and  Oils,  thereby  exalting  them  to  the 
higheft  fubtilry.  For  if  fo  be  that  any  would  buy 
in  feme  Apothecaries  fhop ,  thofe  things  that  he 
knows  not  how  they  are  prepared,  and  haply  fuch 
as  are  corrupted  already  ,  and  not  fit  for  ufe , 
will  be  grofly  miftaken.  For  it  is  not  fufficienc 
(if  a  thing  is  to  be  made  ufe  of)  that  it  hath  a 
bare  name  onely,  and  be  deftiture  of  the  Vertues 
themfelves,  and  which  are  no  ways  eftedual)  for 
the  find  Sicknefi'es  of  the  Matrix  are  here  caught  to 
be  cured  not  with  corporeal,  but  with  fpiritual  and 
efficacious  Medicaments.  It  is  therefore  neceftarily 
requifite,  that  the  Medicines  we  have  fpoken  of,  viz-. 
thofe  Oils  and  Spirits,  be  excellently  well  prepared, 
and  fo  as  to  exercife  their  Vertues  by  emitting  or  e- 
jeefting  their  invifible  odour  and  vigour  onely.  The 
Spirit  of  Urine  is  to  be  fo  volatile  and  very  fubtile, 
as  that  it  will  vanifti  away  out  of  an  opened  glafs, 
and  therefore  there  needs  a  greater  diligence  in  pre- 
ferving  and  keeping  it  ;•  It  is  to  be  well  preferved  in 
glafles  clofe  ftopr,for  if  theSpirit  vanifheth2way,there 
remains  onely  an  unprofitable  Water  void  of  all  kind 
of  Vertues.  I  have  therefore  taugljt  the  making  of 
peculiar  Glafles,  which  will  not  let  go  the  Spirits, 
the  ftiape  of  them  are  deferibed  in  the  Second  Parc 
of  my  Chymical  Furnaces,  in  that  place  where  I 
treat  of  the  Spirit  of  Urine.  In  like  manner  the  faid 
Oils  are  to  be  well  redtified,  and  to  be  made  e.xceed- 
ingly  volari.’e,  fo  that  being  expofed  «brrre  few  hours 
to* the  warm  Air,  they  wi.l  vanifh  away  ;  which  if 
they  will  not  doe,  neither  will  they  effcdl:  ought,  I 
mull:  needs  confefs  that  all  the  time  in  which  *1 
have  lived,  I  never  found  a  good  Spirit  of  Urine , 
nor  well  redlified  Oil  of  Wax  or  Tiles.  I  will 
fay  nothing  of  the  Spirits  of  Hairs,  Horns,  Fea¬ 
thers  or  Quills  (for  there’s  no  ’  ufe  of  them)  I 
have  indeed  found  amoqgft  many,  a  bare  worrhlefs, 
faltifh  Phlegm,  but  the  very  true  Spirit  of  Urine  it 
felf  I  have  not  msec  wirhall.  The  Oils  of  Tiles  and 
Wax  are  indeed  found  in  all  Apothecaries  fhops,  but 
are  for  the  moft  part  corrupted  by  their  long  lying, 
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and  arc  old,  thickifh,  red,  tenacious,  and  deprived  and  incurable  ( fo  accounted  at  leaft  by  almoft:  all 
of  their  due  odour,  are  ftinking,  and  fpoiled  of  all  i  Men  )  dilcafes  of  the  Matrix,  by.  which  fb  many 
their  vertues.  For  ’cis  very  rare  that  fuch  Oils  are  Women  arc  Kvept  away  without  any  help,  are  to 
reilihed  ,  but  are  fold,  fuch  as  they  be,  when  they  be  cured  by  the  alone  application  of  fiibtilc  Spirits, 


come  firff  out  of  the  Retort,  with  a  faltifh  kind  of  A- 
crimony  adjoined  unto  them,  which  in  the  rectifica¬ 
tion  abides  in  the  bottom,  and  is  at  lait  feparated 
from  the  Oil.  Such  Oils  are  of  no  value,  and  apper¬ 
tain  not  to  this  curing,  for  they  will  do  juft  nothing ; 
and  thus  much  1  could  nor  omit  advifing  you  of.  For 
haply  when  fome  fick  perfon  or  other  readeth  here 
in  this  my  book,  that  luch  Oils  do  moft  highly  con¬ 
duce  to  expell  the  faid^  defaults  of  the  Matrix,  and 
yet  perceive  no  comfort  or  help  by  the  ufe  of  them, 
without  doubt  the  fault  will  be  laid  on  me,  as  that  I 
had  written  a  lie,  and  not  upon  the  ill  prepared  Oils. 
This  therefore  do  I  affirm,  that  except  your  Oils  be 
good,  yc)U  will  never  have  from  them  the  hoped  for 
event.  And  how  ( indeed  )  (hall  the  fick  man  know 
if  the  Oils  be  good  or  not.  The  Merchant  or  Seller 
of  them  won’t  confefs  them  to  be  old,  ill  prepared, 
and  deprived  of  their  odour.  So  oft  times  the  fault 
is  laid  upon  the  Authour,  and  he’s  condemned  for 
writing  unprofitable  things,  and  which  are  not  a- 
greeable  to  the  truth.  But  the  fault  verily  can  light 
on  none  fave  upon  the  Magiftrates,  who  (by  wink¬ 
ing  at  fuch  things)  do  permit  it.  And  when  any 
one  goes  to  be  fyrnifhed  with  thefe  things  which  are 
requilite,  in  fome  Apothecaries  fhop,  and  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  haply  fells  but  few  Wares,,  and  all  the  reft 
wax  old  as  they  lie,  and  are  corrupted  ;  and  if  haply 
Ibmetimes  one  or  two  fuch  and  fuch  Simples  or  Me¬ 
dicaments  be  fought  for  but  once  or  twicfi,it  may  be, 
in  a  whole  year,  he  delivers  the  things  he  has  by  him, 
which  if  helplets  as  to  the  fick  buyer,  yet  are  helpfull 
to  the  Apothecaries  purfe.  But  yet  this  is  an  unjuft 
thing,  and  a  thing  contrary  to  the  love  that  is  due 
unto  our  Neighbour  ,  and  what  will  burthen  the 
Confcience.  The  fick  man  thirfting  for  he’p,  puts 
the  hope  of  his  he'p  and  comfort  in  the  Medicine  ex- 
M  hibited  him,  which  if  not  good  the  difeafe  prevailing, 
^  the  fick  man  dyes,  but  had  good  and  profitable  Me 
dicaments  been  ufed,  inftead  of  the  unprofitable  and 
evil  ones,  he  might  have  recovered.  He  therefore 
that  is  guilty,  of  fuch  evils,  let  him  look  to  it,  what 
account  he  will  at  laft  give  unto  God  for  his  tranf 
greflion  ;  That  which  I  have  aforelaid,  doe  I  again 
repeat,  and  do  yet  firmly  alledge,  that  the  before- 
mentioned  Spirit  of  Urine  ,  as  likewife  the  Oils  of 
Tiles  and  Wax,  and  thofe  other  Oils  of  Horns,  Hairs 
and  Feathers,  and  their  moft  efficacious  Spirits  may 
be  made  ufe  of  in  the  expulfion  of  the  atfedts  of  the 
Matrix  of  what  kind  foever,  both  in  the  younger 
Maids  or  Women,  and  in  thofe  that  are  of  riper 
years,  and  that  with  moft  high'admiratifin.  It  is 
therefore  a  juft  and  right  thing  that  they  fhould  be 
found  in  all  the  Apothecaries  fnops,  and  that  they 
fhould  all  of  them  be  prepared  after  a  due  manner 
For  they  are  not  onely  good  in  thofe  difeafes  that 
afflid  the  Womb,  but  do  likewife  operate  miracu- 
loufly  and  doe  things  incredible  in  many  other  dif 
cafes  and  affeds  of  the  Body  if  well  and  rightly  pre¬ 
pared  and  duely  adminiftred  inwardly  and  outward¬ 
ly  ;  Concerning  which  we  have  written  more  at 
large  in  the  Second  Part  of  the -Furnaces,  'uiz,.  how 
they  are  to  be  prepared  and  made  ufe  of.  Any  one 
that  is  endued  with  underftanding  will  perceive  eafily 
that  a  living  Spirit  is  far  more  efficacious  than  a 
dead  Body  and  exanimated  Carkafs.  Forafmuch 
therefore  as  you  have  here  heard  that  fuch  grievous 


and  ft)  few  know  the  preparation  of  them,  I  will 
teach  for  the  lake  of  that  weaker  Sex  a  better  and 
more  eftedual  Medicine,  and  withall  will  prove  it 
by  an  example,  that  all  lubtile  Spagyrical  Spirits 
may  be  concentrated  and  augmented  in  their  Ver¬ 
tues  by  the  help  of  Art,  and  that  one  Spirit  hath  the 
power  of  concentrating  another.  And  becaufe  this 
Treatife,  ard  all  the  iMcdicaments  therein  propoled, 
aim  onely  at  this  end,  to  fhew  the  wonderfull Ver¬ 
tues  of  Niter  ;  dnd  it  hath  been  befides  fliovvn,  how 
all  the  faid  Medicaments  ought,  bv  the  help  thereof, 
to  be  prepared  ;  the  fame  fhall  likewife  be  done  in 
the  demonftration  of  this  Medicine. 

I  taught  in  the  Second  Part  of  my  Furnaces  to 
prepare  a  Spirit  of  Urine  and  Sal  Armanlach  by  the 
addition  of  Calcined  Tartar  ;  But  yet  the  already 
concentrated  Urine  or  Sal  Armoniack  may  be  mixed 
with  doubie  the  quantity  as  its  own  weight  is,  of 
fixed  Niter,  and  lo  be  diftilled,  for  fo  thofe  Spirits 
will  be  more  Itrong  and  more  efficacious  than  if  Tar¬ 
tar  were  added  unto  them.  And  if  the  Oil  of  Tiles 
or  of  Wax,  which  is  made  by  the  addition  of  Earth, 
heated  as  to  imbibe  the  Oil  or  Wax,  be 


yet 
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once  more  diftilled  by  the  concentrated  Spirit  of 
Niter,  it  will  be  brought  to  the  higheft  fubtilty, 
and  ’tis  to  be  done  after  this  following  manner. 

Dilfolve  in  one  pound  of  the  Spirit  of  Niter,  four  ^ 
ounces  of  Lapis  Calaminaris :  Put  the  Solution  in  a 
Glafs-Viol  upon  a  vaporous  or  dry  B,  that  the 
Phlegm  may  evaporate  by  little  and  little  (  lor  the 
Lapis  Calaminaris  holds  all  the  Spirits,  and  permits 
the  Phlegm  to  go  off)  and  the  Spirit  of  Niter  vviil 
remain  behind  in  the  VioMike  Oil.  Take  one  part 
of  this  concenti'ated  Spirit  of  Niter,  and  half  a  part 
of  Oil  of  Tiles  or  Wax,  put  thprn  both  in  a  glafs 
Retort  w'cll  luted,  and  force  them  out  (  by  a  diftil- 
lation  in  Sand)  from  the  concentrated  Spirit  into  a 
great  Receiver  ;  and  by  this  operation  it  will  be  far 
more  penetrative  than  it  was  before  For  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Niter  being  by  concentration  by  the  Calamma- 
ris  freed  from  all  its  Phlegm,  and  feeing  it  is  there¬ 
by  become  the  more  attradive,  and  can  find  no¬ 
thing  elfe  that  it  might  attrad,  it  affociates  to  its  felf 
all  the  humidity  that  lies  hidden  in  the  Oil,  and 
which  could  not  be  feparated  by  the  former  diftilla- 
tion ,  and  hereby,  brings  to  pafs  that  the  Oil  doth 
necefiarily  become  more  fubtile  and  efficacious,  yea 
fo  penetrative ,  as  that  it  performeth  wonderfull 
things,  efpccially  in  the  etfeds  of  the  Matrix ,  the 
which  nought  but  very  fubtile  Spirits-can  heal,  and 
which  thofe  concentrated  Spirits  are  wont  to  do  far 
more  certainly  and  fecurely  than  all  the  other  Me¬ 
dicaments  in  the  whole  world  :  After  the  fame 
manner  is  the  concentration  and  purification  of  the 
other  Oils  to  be  performed.  And  now  that  none 
might  fcruple  as  to  Waters  being  mixed  with  the 
faid  Oil  or  Wax,  which  have  no  affinity  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  the  feparation  of  which  from  the  Oils,  1  have 
here  taught  ;  i  would  have  fiich  an  one  to  know, 
that  much  fatnefs,  as  the  cxprefTed  Oils  of  Vegetables 
are  never  without  an  aqueous  moifture,  though  it  be 
invifible,  and  cannot  be  perceived.  For  the  fire  can 
make  it  manifefi:  by  dilfillation  ;  As  for  inftance  ; 
There’s  Oil- olive,  one  pound  of  which  is  wont  to 
yield  fix  or  feven  Lets  of  Acid  Water  by  diftiliation  ;• 
and  thus  do  all  Ods,  V/ax,  Turpentine,  Rofin,Gums, 
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Pitch,  Amber, and  all  combuftible  fatnelbes.  Yea  even 
the  very  burning  Spirit  of  Wine  it  felf,  and  fuch  o- 
thers  as  are  prepared  of  Vegetables,  can  never  be 
throughly  rid  of  their  Phlegm,  unlefs  they  be  poured 
on  fome  Calcined  Salt ,  and  fb  redified ,  they  leave 
their  humidity  therein,  and  become  more  fubtile. 
But  this  is  to  be  noted,  that  by  how  much  the  drier 
and  more  attradive  .that  Salt  fliall  be,  fo  much  the 
readier  will  it  attrad  the  moiftiire  out  of  the  winy 
Spirit  and  hold  it.  Therefore  the  Salts  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  Calcined  Tartar,  and  principally  fixed  NiterJ 
ferve  for  fuch  a  redification.  The  other  Corrofive 
Salt§,  as  fixt  Sal  Armoniack,  Calcined  Vitriol,  and 
fuch  like,  do  rather  love  to  hold  and  retain  the 
Phlegm  of  their  own  peculiar  Volatile  Spirit  than  of 
the  Spirit  of  Wine.  And  thus  much  let  fuffice  as  to 
making  ilibtile  t)ils  more  fubtile,  that  they  may  per- 
forni  wonderfull  things  in  Medicine.  And  now  ha¬ 
ving  defcribed  in  this  my  Second  Part  of  the  Sfagy- 
rical  Tharntacofma^  Ibme  of  the  moft  necefiary  Medi¬ 
caments,  that  are  preparable  by  Niter,  and  have 
fhewed  the  way  of  ufing  them,  and  which  may  fafe- 
‘  ly  be  given  in  chief  difeafes  as  well  for  prefer vation 
as  cure  :  I  could  to  thefe  add  many  more,  and  fo 
encreafo  the  number  of  them.  But  becaufo  there  are 
not  a  few  of  fuch  good  kind  of  Medicaments  in  the 
writing  1  have  hitherto  publifhed ,  vtz,.  in  the  firft, 
focond,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  Part  of  the  Furnaces, 
in  the  Miraculum  Mundi,  and  in  the  Mineral-Book, 
and  there  fhall  yet  follow  more  in  the  following  third 
Part  in  this  Pharmaccpaca  Spagyrica,  in  the  Vegetable 
work ,  as  alfo  in  the  fecond,  third,  and  fourth  Parts 
of  the  Profperity  of  my  Country,  I  judged  it  need- 
lefs  any  longer  to  dwell  on  thefe  here,  but  will  onely 
by  way  of  conclufion,  and  for  (ask  were)  orna¬ 
ments  fake,  yet  add  one  onely  Medicament  of  Niter, 
which  will  be  none  of  the  meaneft.  But  forafmuch 
as  this  is  not  a  common  preparation ,  but  compre¬ 
hends  in  it  great  Myfteries,  it  feems  not  good  unto 
me  to  fet  down  its  preparation  before  the  eyes  of  the 
perverfe  world.  Let  it  therefore  fuffice  to  give  onely 
fome  hint,  that  the  Common  Niter,  which  to  our 
Eyes  appears  moft  white,  doth  contain  in  it  a  Soul 
of  a  deep  red  Colour,  which  by  the  benefit  of  the 
Vulcanick  Art  may  be  thence  educed.  For  when 
Vulcan  hath  reduced  that  old  Dragon,  bound  in 
Chains,  unto  a  moft  high  ftreight  by  his  Iron  and 
fiery  Mallet,  and  yet  cannot  plainly  kill  him  ;  VIep- 
tune  coming  in  to  help,  meets  the  Bafilisk  with  a  clear 
Looking-glafs,  and  turns  on  him  his  own  peculiar 
poifon,  and  fo  flays  him.  As  foon  as  he  begins  to 
die,  and  ceaferh  to  vomit  forth  fire ,  Neptune  laying 
afide  all  fear,  approacheth  boldly  near  him,  and  puts 
a  Sheeps-skin  over  his  Jaws,  and  receives  his  Bloud 
and  Soul,  and  precipitates  it  into  the  Salt-lea,  where¬ 
in  being  drowned  and  choaked,  he  lays  off  all  his 
venome  and  all  his  filth,  and  is  converted  into  a  moft 
fair  and  moft  red  Medicine.  One  onely  drop  of  this 
Soul  of  Niter  can  tinge  an  ordinary  glafs  full  of  Com¬ 
mon  water  with  a  golden  Colour.  But  he  that  can 
turn  this  Bloud  of  the  Dragon  by  the  help  of  fire 
into  a  fire-relifting  Salamander,  he  may  defervedly 
be  compared  with  the  happy  Jafon,  and  obtain  moft 
great  Flonours,  Treafures,  and  Riches.  From  all 
thefe  things  may  a  ftudious  Artift  eafily  fee  what 
Myfteries  lie  hid  in  Niter.  The  things  which  I  have 
hitherto  defcribed  are  onely  as  it  were  fmall  fpark- 
lings  of  thole  kinds  of  Myfteries  that  lie  hidden  in 
Niter.  There  fhall  be  defcribed  in  the  fourth  Part 
of  the  Profperity  of  ray  Country,  and  in  the  follow- 


ing  third  Treatife  of  this  Spagyrical  Pharmacopaea 
more  and  eminenter  Metallick  Medicines  and 
which  are  preparable  by  Niter  :  and  this  is  done  to 
the  intent,  that  every  one  may  know,  how  wonder- 
full  and  excellent  a  fubjeft  Niter  is,  the  which  *is  no¬ 
tably  hidden  by  the  Antients ,  and  never  wont  to 
be  called  by  its  true  name,  but  by  Enigmatical  Rid¬ 
dles.  From  hence  has  fprung  up  even  infinite  names 
as,  a  dry  water,  a  water  not  wetting  the  hands  an 
Hermaphroditical  Mercury,  a  Balneum  Regmn  ’  the 
iSoap  of  the  Wife  men,  the  flying  Dragon,  the  Urine 
of  Boys,  a  Dunghill,  Azoth,  the  wafher  of  Eaton 
a  moft  (harp  Vinegar,  the  Stygian-water,  the  Death 
of  the  Living,  the  Life  of  the  Dead,  the  Purgatory 
of  the  imperfea  Bodies,  the  Bafilisk,  theYorked  Ser¬ 
pent,  the  moft  great  Venome,  the  Venome  of  Herbs, 
the  Menfirue  of  Women,  and  fuch  like  infinite  names* 
whereby  they  have  wrapped  over  its  true  hidden 
name  in  Cimmerian  darkneffes ,  bur  is  now  by  me 
revealed,  and  is  fet  before  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
world,  and  it  fhall  farther  be  revealed  and  derecT:ed 
in  the  three  remaining  Treatifes  of  the  Profperity  of 
Germany,  which  fhall  very  fhortly  follow,  and  fo  its 
wonderfull  power  and  moft  efficacious  vertues 
which  it  performeth  in  the  bettering  of  Metals* 
and  in  preparing  Metalline  Medicaments  may  be 
manifefted  and  laid  open  before  the  whole  world. 
I  will  not  onely  declare  this  in  writing,  but  alfo  will 
(  God  permitting  )  very  fhortly  fhew,  even  manu¬ 
ally  and  in  very  deed  in  a  convenient  Laboratory, 
the  making  and  ufe  of  all  my  Furnaces,  hirheito 
publifhed  in  my  writings,  and  the  preparation  of 
many  excellent  Medicines,  as  alfo  the  truth  of  the 
metalick  Tranfmutation.  Nor  will  I  do  thus  to  the 
end  that  I  may  advance  my  own  profit,  but  will  ra¬ 
ther  do  it  for  this  intent,  ‘viz.  that  the  health  and 
fafety  of  many  thoufands  may  be  provided  for  that 
are  afflifted  with  various  ficknefles,  and  that  the 
whole  World  may  fee,  believe  and  confefs,  that  the 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals  by  the  abjecT;  Niter  may¬ 
be  effeded.  But  becaufe  in  fuch  a  like  demonftrati- 
on,  if  the  Laboratory  be  frequented  but  for  one 
years  fpace  onely,  and  daily  laboured  in,  and  the 
confeding  of  fo  many  Medicaments  be  fhown,  fuch 
a  great  quantity  of  various  Medicaments  as  I  fhall 
have  by  me,  cannot  be  all  ufed  by  my  felf,  nor  can 
they  be  of  any  ufe  if  laid  up,  and  therefore  they 
fhall  be  fold  to  any  one  for  a  fmall  and  vile  price, 
that  fo  they  may  each  that  needs  them  ufe  them  in 
their  neceffity.  It  is  not  Covetoufnefs  that  driveth 
us  thus  to  doe,  thinking  thereby  to  get  great  riches, 
but  onely  to  get  juft  as  much  as  may  ferve  to  pay 
for  all  the  neceffary  matters,  as  Coals,  Glaffes,  and 
other  things.  So  then  by  this  fo  good  and  laudable 
a  work,  there  will  not  onely  be  laid  open  to  the 
whole  world,  the  occult  Myfteries  of  Nature,  to  the 
honour  of  God :  But  withall,  the  moft  miferable  poor 
Sick  will  eafily  obtain  good  Medicaments,  and  reco¬ 
ver  their  former  health.  Nay  farther,  not  a  few  of 
fuch  as  have  been  in  want  will  be  able  by  xhe  moft 
profitable  ufe  of  Niter  in  tranfmuting  the  inferiour 
Metals  into  better,  be  able  to  fuftain  themfelves  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  quietly.  But  that  the  whole  world 
may  fee  and  confider  that  my  own  peculiar  profit 
and  gain  is  not  fought,  but  that  my  Neighbours  pro¬ 
fit  is  out  of  a  Chriftian  affedion  onely  ainied  at,  there 
fhall  be  adjoined  at  the  end  of  the  following  third 
Part,  the  price  of  every  Medicament;  from  whence 
every  one  may  eafily  conjedure,  that  there  is  not 
expeded  any  gain  or  large  profit,  bur  onely  the  re- 
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recovering  of  my  d’lsburfements;  feeing  no  one  is  to  be 
found  who,  bellowing  great  cofts  in  teaching  others, 
would  willingly  lofe  both  his  Expences  and  Labour 
too.  I  will  with  a  willing  mind  teach  others,  but  I 
will  not  lay  out  my  Money  and  run  the  hazard. 
The  World  is  wife  enough,  and  great  is  the  number 
of  thofe  Tick  people  that  need  help :  And  therefore 
this  publick  Laboratory  will  (  by  God’s  help )  be 
able  to  bring  abundance  of  profit  to  all  mankind  ; 
in  this  Laboratory  there  fhall  be  all  the  Furnaces 
and  all  the  Inftruments  whereof  I  have  made  men¬ 
tion  in  the  Writings  by  me  publifhed,  but  the  refem- 
blances  of  them  not  pidlured,  becaufe  there’s  no  oc- 
cafion  for  that  to  be  added  ;  And  withall,  thofe  Fur¬ 
naces,  Prefles,  and  Inftruments  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  or  fhall  mention  in  the  firft,  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  my  Country,  and  in 


I  the  Vegetable  work,  and  my  other  Writings  fhall 
be  there  to  be  feen,  the  which  certainly  will  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  helpful!  to  moft  men  that  abhor  not  to  la¬ 
bour,  to  procure  them  food  and  faftenance  in  their 
neceffity. 

Furthermore,  forafmuch  as  all  my  Writings  hither¬ 
to  publifhed,  are  very  negligently  and  faultily  prin¬ 
ted  here  and  there  by  other  men,  againft  my  know¬ 
ledge.  I  will  again  fend  them  forth  corretfted,  a- 
mended,  adorned,  and  encreafed  with  the  figures 
hitherto  omitted.  And  this  I  was  unwilling  to  con¬ 
ceal  from  the  Lovers  a’nd  Students  of  Arts.  Here- 
withall  will  I  conclude  this  Second  Part  of  my  Spa- 
gjrical  Difpenfatory^  and  fhortly  add  the  Third  Parr, 
onely  wifhing  that  this  Work  of  mine  may  ferve  for 
the  comfort  and  afliftance  of  very  many  fick  per- 
fons.  Amen. 


The  End  of  the  Second  Eart. 


THE 

THIRD  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea. 


Wherein  is  taught,  how  by  Salt  and  Fire,  the  Vegetables, 

Animals  and  Minerals  may  by  a  Sfagyrkal  way  and  method  be  Mundified, 
and  how  from  them  ,  Medicaments  wonderfully  penetrating  and  moft 
fpeedily  operating  may  be  prepared. 


As  for  the  manner  of  reducing  Vegetables,  A- 
nimals,  and  Minerals,  by  Diftillation  into 
good  and  pure  Medicaments,  by  the  help 
of  the  Spirits  of  Salt,  thus  ftands  the  cafe :  The 
manner  and  way  of  diftilling  Vegetables,  Animals^ 
or  Minerals  per  fe,  after  the  common  manner  or 
way  into  Oil,  Spirit^  and  Volatile  Salt  either  in  a  B. 
Sand,  or  naked  Fire,  which  hath  been  long  ago,  and 
alfo  is  at  this  day  in  much  ufe,  I  cannot  in  all  re- 
fpeds  commend,  becaufe  that  fuch  Spirits,  Oils,  and 
Volatile  Salts,  (whether  from  Animals,  or  Vegeta¬ 
bles)  do  all  of  them  ftink,  and  though  they  be  often 
-  redified,  yet  do  they  not  totally  lofe  that  innate 
ftink  gotten  in  their  Diftillation ,  but  do  always  re 
tain  a  kind  of  an  ungratefull  Empireum^  and  are 
thereby  loathfome  to  the  Sick  (and  that  not  without 
caufe  too)  whereas  otherwife  they  have  abundance 
of  virtues ;  but  being  redified  with  Spirit  of  Salt  (as 
1  have  taught  in  the  fecond  Part  of  my  Furnaces) 


they  become  pure,  and  lofing  their  ftinch  are  grate- 
full  and  acceprable,but  not  at  all  fo  without  that  rec¬ 
tification.  Now  all  Men  knovv,  efpecially  the  Spagy- 
rifts,  that  the  chief  virtues  of  Vegetables  and  Animals 
are  placed  in  their  Oils  and  Volatile  Salts,  (for  you 
muft  note  that  in  Minerals  the  contrary  is  found,- 
for  their  mercurial  parts  are  moft  virtuous)  but  both 
Oil  and  Salt  do  in  diftilling  by  a  Retort  pafs  over 
aduft  or  burnt,  and  therefore  are  not  made  ufe  of, 
and  (the  more’s  the  pity)  are  ferviceable  to  nonei 
For  all  fuch  as  diftill  the  Oils  of  Vegetables,  by  the 
appofition  of  common  water,  in  Copper  Stills,  do 
know  how  very  little  a  Portion  is  obtained  by  fuch 
a  procefs,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  (Oils ) 
do  abide  in  the  Still,  and  are  of  no  profit,  becaufe 
common  water  can’t  be  made  hot  enough,  to  drive 
out  the  fatnefs,  but  it  gives  onely  fome  little  portion, 
the  refidue  is  made  thick  and  tenacious  by  the  boi¬ 
ling,  and  remaineth  in  the  Herbs  :  Hereupon  feme 
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Men  knowing  this  thing,  do  add  to  the  Herbs  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  and  Tartar  of  Wine,  whereby  the  water 
being  rendred  one  degree  hotter,  gives  more  Oil . 
This  is  a  way  that  I  do  indeed  approve  of,  but  yet 
the  one  half  part  of  the  Oil  will  not  alcend,and  there 
fore  diftilled  Oils  are  commonly  very  dear,  efpeci- 
ally  if  made  out  of  dear  things.  Whereas  if  the 
Oils  were  diftilled  by  this  method  of  mine,  they 
would  have  much  more  Oil,  whereby  the  poor 
might  alfo  buy  them.  I  will  inftance  in  one  fimilitude 
whereby  it  fhall  appear,  whaj:  great  profit  may  be 
made  by  diftilling  of  Oils  according  to  my  method, 
and  what  a  vaft  difference  there  is  betwixt  my  me¬ 
thod  hei'e  defctibed,  and  the  common  ufiial  way. 
Suppofe  therefore  that  1  leek  after  an  excellent  Me¬ 
dicine  for  the  Stone,  and  that  I  do  certainly  know 
that  it  lies  in  the  Afti,  (as  I  have  clearly  enough  dif 
covered  in  the  firft  and  lecond  part  of  this  Sfagyrical 
vharmacopcea,  certainly  knowing,  that  the  Oil  diftil¬ 
led  out  of  its  Seed  doth  (by  manifold  experience) 
far  exceed  all  other  Medicaments  againft  the  Stone.; 
This  Alh  indeed  yields  a  prety  quantity  of  Seed,  but 
much  of  that  Seed  yields  but  very  little  Oil,  becaule 
Vis  rcfinous,  and  doth  not  diftill  over  with  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  upon  that  account  is  prepared  but  by  a 
few,  and  fuch  poor  Men  as  are  fick,  can’t  partake 
of  it  becaufe  of  its  dearnels,  and  this  is  much  to  be 
bewailed,  that  the  Omnipotent  God  Ihould  fet  be¬ 
fore  our  Eyes  this  Medicine  in  fuch  plenty  and  yet 
no  body  enioy  it.  Befides  this  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  if  Ibme  diligent  Phyfician  fliould  diftill  fuch  an 
Oil,  and  yet  not  know  how  to  corredt  it  according 
to  my  method,  he  may  fometimes  do  more  hurt 
than  good,  becaufe  that  Oil  brings  over  with  it  a 
certain  volatile  Salt,  which  (infeifts  or  works  on)  the 
Copper  Veffef  it  is  diftilled  in,  and  the  Copper  re¬ 
frigeratory  which  it  paffeth  through,  and  is  ufually 
thereby  rendred  yellowifti,  or  green,  and  hath  been 
by  manj'^  difcreet  Men  made  ufe  of  without  any  re¬ 
gard  thereunto,  and  (by  realbn  of  the  Copper)  hath 
put  a  naufeate  and  debility  of  Stomach  upon  the 
Sick,  and  hath  been  more  hurtfull  than  beneficial. 
But  now  if  they  had  redified  it  with  Spirit  of  Salt 
once,  or  at  leaft  well  fhook  it  in  a  Glals  with  the 
feid  Salt  Spirit,  that  fo  the  Copper  might  have  been 
extraded  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  lb  have  adminif 
tied  it,  they  had  done  well,  and  would  have  gotten 
a  moft  excellent  Medicine,  though  I  confels  fbme- 
what  dear,  (proceeding  this  way)  becaule  that  a 
Sackful!  of  the  Seed,  and  as  much  as  a  Porter  can 
carry  at  once,  will  fcarce  give  two  ounces  of  Oil, 
and  this  is  too  dear  for  the  Poor  Man’s  Purle. 

For  the  fake  therefore  of  all  fick  People  as  well 
Poor  as  Rich,  I  will  difcover  my  way  that  I  ufe  in 
getting  the  Oils,  Spirits,  and  Volatile  Salts  out  of  all 
the  Vegetables,  and  that  in  good  quantity,  and  with 
very  fmall  Cofts,  that  fo  all  Men  may  partake  of 
the  gifts  of  God,  and  may  all  have  occafion  of  gi¬ 
ving  thanks  to  the  Creator  of  all  good  things. 

Take  therefore  in  Gods  name  whatfoever  Vegeta¬ 
ble  youlift,  and  fill  a  great  Glafs  Retort  therewith¬ 
al!,  and  by  degrees  diftill  over  all  that  will  come. 
Separate  the  Oil  from  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  by 
f edification  from  the  Volatile  Salt ;  redifie  alfo  this 
Volatile  Salt,  and  the  Spirit  upon  its  own  Caput 
Mon.  or  upon  fome  other  Salt  of  Afties  being  firft 
fired  and  calcined,  and  fo  they  will  become  pure 
and  lofe  that  fetid  flinch  that  they  got  in  the  Diftil- 
lation  :  If  one  redification  is  not  enough,  add  a  fe- 
cond  or  a  third,  always  provided  that  it  be  done 


on  the  fi.xed  Salt  of  that  Herb  out  of  whicli  you 
drew  the  Spirit.  Now  though  the  Oil  be  alfb  depu¬ 
rated  by  a  redification  upon  the  Caput  Mort.  yet 
that  depuration  and  redification  is  not  comparable 
to  this  of  mine  which  I  mention  here,  and  therefore 
well  do  we  prefer  this  .way,  and  ’tis  thus. 

Take  your  black  diftilled  Oil,  put  it  in  a  Glafs 
Retort  with  fix'  or  feven  times  as  much  redified 
Spirit  of  Salt,  and  give  ‘  firft  a  gentle  Fire,  then  a 
greater  as  the  thing  requires,  fb  the  Oil  will  pals 
over  pure  with  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  the  ftinch  to¬ 
gether  with  the  blacknefs,  will  ftay  behind  with  a 
part  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt.  If  now  you  will  have  that 
Oil  yet  purer,  then  redifie  it  again  with  new  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt  untill  both  the  Odour  and  Colour  thereof 
pleafe  you.  As  for  the  Oil  that  ftayed  behind  and 
did  not  afeend,  feparate  it  from  the  Spirit  of  Salt, 
and  ’twill  be  fomewhat  thickifh  like  to  a  black  Bal- 
fam,  and  hath  great  virtue  both  inwardly  and  out¬ 
wardly,  but  its  inward  ule  we  need  nor,  for  we 
have  enough  of  the  pure  Oil  for  that  purpole.  But 
that  I  may  be  yet  farther  ferviceable  to  my  Neigh¬ 
bour,  and  that  he  may  underftand  me  more  there¬ 
by,  I  will  make  ufe  of  this  fimilitude  or  example. 
Put  cafe,  that  I  have  feme  four,  five,  or  fix  pounds 
of  the  Seed  of  the  Alh,  which  falls  from  the  Trees 
in  the  Month  of  September  or  October,  I  do  fill  a  Re¬ 
tort  with  the  fame  and  by  it  diftill  the  faid  Seeds, 
and  I  ufually  have  about  one  or  two,  fometimes 
three,  four,  five,  or  fix  drams  of  black  Oil,  fome 
ounces  of  Volatile  Salt,  and  fome  pounds  of  Acid 
Spirit :  Now  forafmuch  as  I  feek  for  the  Oil  onely, 

I  feparate  this  from  the  Spirit,  and  redifie  it  with 
Spirit  of  Salt  untill  it  becomes  pure,  and  this  I  keep 
for  my  ufe ;  and  I  make  of  the  Spirit  either  a  certain 
Eftence,  as  I  have  taught  in  the  firft  part  of  my 
Pharmavopcea,  or  fugered  Tablets,  (or  Lozenges)  or 
what  I  pleafe  :  And  by  this  way  do  I  get  more  Oil 
out  of  five  or  fix  pound  of  the  Seed  of  the  Trees, 
than  otherwife  by  the  Fejtca  or  common  hot  Still, 
our  of  loo  pound,  and  that  which  remaineth  after 
rectifying  is  profitable  tor  external  ufes,  if  it  be  pre¬ 
pared  as  follows,  ^iz,.  Separate  this  thick  Oil  from 
the  Spirit  of  Salt  and  mix  it  with  Wax,  that  fo  it 
may  be  made  fomewhat  thicker,  fo  as  to  be  fpread 
like  an  Emplaifter,  the  which  put  upon  the  Reins, 
and  ufe  the  diftilled  Oil  inwardly,  and  thus  this 
Emplaifter  will  perform  as  much  outwardly  as  the 
diftilled  Oil  operates  inwardly,  and  fo  the  Patient  is 
thereby  doubly  repaired  and  helped  And  if  you  defire 
yet  a  third  way  of  healing,  then  reClifie  the  acid  Spi¬ 
rit  well,  and  diffolve  the  Volatile  Salt  by  fubliming  it 
with  the  Spirit,  and  ufe  this  Spirit  every  day  ( befides 
the  inward  ufe  of  the  diftilled  Oil)  on  this  wife :  Heat 
it  a  little, and  dip  initfomeLinnen  Cloaths  and  there¬ 
with  wafti  or  bath  the  Back  and  Reins  putting  on  the 
Emplaifter  afterwards,  and  hereby  the  Sick  Perfon 
will  in  a  fhort  time  (unlefs  God  doth  in  a  fingular 
manner  put  a  flop  thereto)  certainly  recover. 

'  Note  well,  after  this  manner  may  you  diftill  all 
other  Vegetables  Into  Oils,  Spirits,  and  Emplaifters, 
and  make  ufe  of  them  in  this  Difeafc,  fuch  as  are 
Saxifrage,  Parfly,  Cumin,  Carraways,  and  fuch 
like  other  Herbs  and  Roots  :  Neither  is  it  always 
neceffary  to  have  the  Afh  Seed,  unlefs  you  pleafe : 
For  that  this  Tree  is  not  to  be  had  in  all  places,  and 
it  yields  alfo  at  fome  Seafons  but  little  Seed  ^  N.  B. 
Here  fome  may  demand  and  fay,  you  have  taught 
us  the  manner  of  preparing  Oils,  Spirits,  and  Bal- 
fams  out  of  the  Seeds,  but  now  if  fuch  a  Medicine 
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could  be  made  out  of  the  Herbs  it  would  be  fome- 
thing,  for  whence  fhallfomuch  Seed  be  had  ?  I  An- 
I'wer.  If  thou  haft  not  fo  much  Seed,  thou  may’ft 
make  the  Medicine  out  of  the  whole  Plant,  as  the 
Root,  Stalk,  Flowers,  and  Leaves :  And  the  reafon 
why  I  mentioned  onely  Seed,  was  this,  becaufethe 
chiefvirtueof  allthe  Vegetables,is  occultly  placed  and 
concentrated  in  the  Seed,  elfe  the  whole  Plant  may 
(as  aforefaid)  be  made  ufe  of,  which  although  it 
yield  not  fo  much  Oil  as  the  Seed  does,  yet  may  we 
even  this  way  receive  a  good  quantity  :  And  if  we 
Ihould  neither  take  Seed,  Herb,  Leaves,  or  Stalks, 
yet  would  the  Root  alone  afford  much  Oil ;  bar  in 
Trees,  as  in  Afh,  Linden,  Nut,  Cherry,  Peach, 
and  the  like,  the  very  bare  Wood  it  felf  will  abun¬ 
dantly  fupply,  if  diftilled  ferdefcenfum.oj:  by  a  Fire  of 
fupprefflon  (of  which  afore,)  fo  that  a  little  Alh  if 
rightly  handled  may  afford  you  fome  pounds. 

Nor  are  you  to  fuppofe  that  this  way  of  plentiful¬ 
ly  preparing  the  Oils  of  Vegetables  and  clarifying 
them  by  Spirit  of  Salt,  ferves  onely  for  fuch  Vegeta¬ 
bles  as  are  good  againft  the  Stone,  becaufe  I  have 
onely  inftanced  them  as  examples;  No,  but  even 
all  Vegetables,  ferving  for  every  Difeafe,  may  be 
by  this  aforefhown  way  reduced  into  moft  fweet 
Medicaments.  Nay  not  onely  Vegetables  may,  but 
alfo  Animals  and  Minerals  too,  but  with  fome  dif¬ 
ference  and  diftindion,  which  we  fhall  mention  in 
what  follows. 

There  remains  yet  one  thing  more  to  be  menti¬ 
oned  about  the  Oils  of  Vegetables,  and  the  Diftilla- 
tion  of  them,  and  ’tis  this.  Some  or  other  may  re¬ 
ply  and  fay,  that  haply  fuch  Oils  as  are  prepared 
firft  by  a  Retort  and  ^er  defcenfum^  and  then  redified 
and  clarified  by  Spirit  of  Salt,  are  not  equivalent  in 
their  virtues  to  thofe  which  are  diftilled  in  a  Copper 
by  the  help  of  Water.  For  prevention  of  this  Qus- 
ry,  and  the  removal  of  fuch  needlefs  cares,  we  do 
in  the  firft  place  demand,  in  what  the  virtues  of  the 
Animals  and  Vegetables  do  confift,  whether  or  no 
in  their  connate  and  occult  property,  or  in  the  O- 
dour.  Savour,  and  Taft.  For  anfwer,  the  greateft 
virtue  of  moft  Herbs,  and  living  Creatures  doth  for 
the  moft  and  greateft  part  confift  in  their  Co-nate  or 
Co  born  natureand  property, and  notin  the  Odour 
or  Savour,  as  is  fufficiently  evident  in  fome  Plants, 
which  have  fcarce  any  Odour  or  Savour,  and,  yet 
are  found  notably  efficacious  in  Medicine,  and  fome 
there  are  both  of  a  fweet  Odour  and  Savour,  which 
have  no  Medicinal  ufe,  and  fome  that  have  an  un¬ 
grateful  1  Odour  and  Savour,  and  yet  have  no  mean 
Medicinal  Virtues.  And  many  there  be  ot  things 
which  both  fmell  andtaft  fweet,  and  are  alfb  profi¬ 
table  in  medicine,  becaufe  God  hath  created  them 
Fo  or  to  that  intent.  I  muft  needs  confefs  that  fbme- 
times  an  Odour  or  Savour  of  fuch  an  Herb  as  hath 
but  little  virtue  is  notably  refrefhing  and  comforta 
ble  to  the  Vital  Spirit,  nay  more,  the  very  feeing  of 
a  fair  and  comely  thing  is  capable  of  comforting  the 
Heart,  and  an  ugly  thing  of  debilitating  it  ;  a  nota¬ 
ble  example  hereof  we  have  in  a  friendly  man,  and 
in  Gold,  as  being  things  which  by  the  very  behol¬ 
ding  of  them  do  refrefh  the  Heart,  whereas  contra- 
riwife,  an  angry  man,  and  a  venemous  Creature  do 
terrifie  it,  {wz,.  the  Heart)  and  as  ’twere  make  it 
Sick,  yea  and  fometimes  kill  outright.^  Befides,  not 
onely  the  feeing  of  fuch  and  fuch  objects  do  profit 
or  hurt,  but  even  the  very  voice  of  a  man,  or  of  a 
living  Creature  do  hurt,  weaken,  and  kill,  if  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  a  malignity.  Farther,  the  bare  ima- 
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gination  can  effeft;  good  or  evil,  heal  or  hurt ;  but 
this  belongs  not  to  this  place,  but  fuch  things  are 
treated  ofin  my  fhcrt  Treatife  of  things  natural  and 
fupernatural.  That  which  I  have  here  fpoken  is  to 
this  end,  that  the  unskilfull  might  know,  that  the 
virtues  of  Vegetables  do  confift  more  in  their  Co  born 
Nature  than  in  the  Savour  or  Odour,and  that  this  Dif 
filiation  by  a  Retort,  and  reflification  by  Spirit  of 
Salt,  can  neither  add  to  or  diminifh  from  their  vir¬ 
tues,  becaufe  their  virtue  remains  always  unhurt,  in 
what  manner  fbever  the  Diftillation  be  made,  provi¬ 
ded  that  that  which  is  diftilled  be  diligently  depura¬ 
ted,  and  all  the  ungratefulnefs  removed  therefrom 
which  it  got  in*the  operation,  that  is  to  fay,  when 
Oils  are  aduft  (or  Savour  of  burning)  by  their 
being  diftilled  in  a  Retort,  then  that  accident  may 
be  taken  away  from  them  by  redification  with  Spi- 
rit  of  Salt,  and  this  now  I  add  for  the  fake  of  the 
Ignorant. 

Moreover  as  it  is  with  Vegetables,  fo  likewife  muft 
you  order  your  diftillation  of  the  Oil,  Salt,  and  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Animals  .•  Neither  need  you  to  proceed  farther 
or  otherwife.  As  for  the  Vertues  of  both  Animals 
and  Vegetables,  the  Phyfician  ought  to  know  them 
by  their  Signature,  and  not  by  the  books  of  Writers, 
becaufe  the  Signature  doth  (hew  us  the  Vertues  of 
all  things  much  clearer  and  righter  than  many  Wri¬ 
ters,  who  write  many  things  meerly  from  hear-fay, 
whenas  themfelves  do  in  truth  know  very  little  or 
nothing  at  all.  And  thus. for  this  time  I  omit  t©  fay 
any  more,  for  that  the  prefent  occafion  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  more  prolix  difcourle  hereabouts.  What  I 
have  done  is  for  the  Sick  that  are  poor,  that  they 
might  know  my  method  of  purifying  the  Spirits  of 
the  Acid  Salts  from  Vegetables  or  Animals,  by  Spirit 
of  Salt,  and  of  bringing  them  into  wholfome  Medi¬ 
caments  ;  And  this  cannot  be  accomplifhed  fo  plen¬ 
tifully  without  this  Medium  ;  and  now  this  way  be¬ 
ing  ftown,  the  Poor  may  alfo  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
them,  and  be  able  to  pay  the  Apothecary,  whenas 
before  even  the  Rich  could  hardly  have  any  of  the 
good  ( in  them  )  Note  well,  you  are  yet  farther  fo 
obferve,  that  indeed  the  Animals  are  firft  to  be  di¬ 
ftilled  by  a  Retort  (  as  we  fpake  before  concerning 
the  Vegetables)  that  fo  their  Oil,  Spirit,  and  Vola¬ 
tile  Salt,  may  pafs  over  together  ;  and  their  Spirit 
and  Volatile  Salt  may  be  reftified  and  purified  the 
aforefaid  way.  But  the  Oil  will  not  come  over  by  a 
bare  Spirit  of  Common  Salt,  or  of  Niter,  but  that  Spi¬ 
rit  muft  be  firft  concentrated  with  Calaminaris,  and 
then  it  brings  over  the  Oils  of  Animals,  elfe  not. 
But  as  touching  the  Concentration  of  the  Acid  Spi¬ 
rit  for  this  redification,  we  fhall  fpeak  of  it  anon, 
and  will  therefore  firft  fet  down  (  for  better  inftruc- 
tions  fake  )  one  certain  procefs  of  diftillation  and 
redification,  left  any  might  err,  and  that  all  might 
rightly  apprehend  my  meaning  ;  and  ’tis  this :  Take 
fome  pounds  of  Turpentine,  diftill  thence  an  Oil, 
and  the  Fsces  of  the  Turpentine  will  ftay  behind. 
This  Oil  though  it  be  rendred  by  Diftillation  purer 
than  ’twas  before,  yet  it  hath  put  on  another  nature 
by  means  of  the  Fire,  wx..  an  hotter  nature,  and 
therefore  ferveth  not  for  every  effed  which  the  Tur¬ 
pentine  before  ferved  for,  becaufe  the  Turpentine  is 
not  very  thick  nor  very  thin,  nor  too  hot  or  too 
cold,  nor  too  fubtile  or  too  thick  or  grofs,  but  is  of 
a  temperate  ellence  and  property,  which  now  by 
Diftillation  it  poflefleth  no  longer,  but  becaufe  ofits 
heat  and  fubtilty,  it  is  unufefull.  Well,_  what  of  all 
'  this  j*  Why  fome  or  other  might  have  objeded  to  me 
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that  indeed  things  ate  by  diffillation 
pure  and  fubtile,  but  doe  thereby  get  an  hotter  na- 
rare  and  vertue  ,  and  therefoie  way  o  p  y 
ing  doth  not  doe  well  in  all 
vent  this  objedtion  ,  and  that  the  diftilled  Oils 
after  their  purification  be  reftored  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  thicknefs,  rarity  or  thmnefs,  ^ojour  or  fr^i 
dity,  that  they  had  before,  and  yet  retain  the  purity 
they  Rot  by  diftilling  •.  the  method  is  eafie,  and  is 
thus  done.  Suppofe  thay  Turpentme  be  J  as  it  is 
Turpentine  )  hot  and  fubtile  in  the  firft  degree,  but 
being  diftilled  it  arrives  to  the  third  degree,  and  be¬ 
ing  redlified  to  the  fourth.  I  muft  now  needs  con- 
fefs  that  that  fubtile  Oil  is  to  be  uted  onely  in  cold 
atfedts,  and  in  no  ethers,  whereas  it  might  betore 
have  been  employed  about  other  accidents.  1  o  this 
I  fay,  and  yield,  that  if  it  be  proceeded  with  after 
the  common  and  known  way,  ’tis  fo  :  But  my  way 
is  far  otherwife  to  be  reckoned  of :  For  though  here¬ 
by  the  things  diftilled  doe,  together  with  a  purity, 
get  a  fubtile  heat,  and  doe  in  fome  operations  beconie 
too  thin  and  hot,  yet  in  rectifying  by  the  .^id  Spirit, 
fuch  qualities  are  broken,  divided  and  diffipated,  lo 
that  it  is  in  part  rendered  of  a  like  thicknefs  and 
tenacity  as  it  was  at  firft ,  and  a  part  of  it  re 
mains  fubtile.  So  that  you  may  have  out  of  one 
fubjeft,  both  thin,  hot,  thick  and  temperate  parts  to¬ 
gether,  but  both  of  thofe  parts  pure,  as  (hall  be  e- 
vinced  by  this  Example. 

The  Spirit  of  Salt,  or  of  Niter  is  indeed  inwardly 
a  mere  Fire,  but  externally  a  mere  Cold,  by  which 
all  thin  things  do  ftitfen  and  wax  hard.  Therefore 
as  the  diftillation  doth  induce  heat,  expels  and  exte¬ 
nuates,  fo  the  redification  doth  by  the  acid  Spirit 
compel  or  drive  the  fame  inward,  thickneth  it,  and 
reduceth  it  into  an  equal  temperature  :  For  the  Oil 
in  the  firft  diftillation  is  plainly  hotter  and  fubtiller 
both  within  and  without,  than  ’twas  before,  but  by 
redifying  it  with  the  acid  Spirit,  the  moft  fubtil  part 
comes  over  firft,  then  the  middle  part,  and  the  thic- 
keft  refides  in  the  bottom,  which  is  of  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  and  thicknefs  as  the  T urpentine  is,  and 
is  as  ulefull  both  inwardly  and  outwardly  as  the 
Turpentine  it  felf  is.  And  I  have  over  and  above 
that  middle  Oil ,  and  that  moft  fubtil  Spirit  burning 
and  penetrative,  the  which  I  can  make  ufe  of  for 
thofe  effeds,  which  require  fuch  fubtilty,  or  if  I  lift, 
thicken  it  with  what  I  left  remaining  of  it  felf  behind, 
which  is  thick,  but  yet  purified,  or  elfe  thicken  it 
with  fome  ocher  convenient  thing.  And  thus  may  I 
reduce  one  Subjed  into  as  many  Degrees  as  Ipleafe, 
whereas  the  Turpentine  had  before  but  onely  one 
Degree :  From  hence  may  the  friendly  Reader  fee 
what  Bafis  this  my  diftillation  and  redification  by  an 
acid  Spirit  hath:  Whereby  not  onely  a  great  deal, 
yea  4,  or  5  times  more  Oil  comes  over  than 
by  the  common  hot  Still  ;  but  alfb  the  Volatile  Salts 
and  the  Spirits,  and  fharp  Vinegars  may  be  hereby 
gotten  out  of  Vegetables  and  Animals,  and  befides  a 
pretty  quantity  of  thick  Oil  to  be  externally  ufed, 
and  which  otherwife  in  difti'llation  by  v/ater  in  a 
Fefica  or  hot  Still,  would  remain  wholly  behind.  The 
benefit  therefore  of  this  diftillation  and  redification, 
doth  not  onely  confift  in  the  getting  a  far  greater 
quantity  of  the  pure  Oil,  but  alfb  in  getting  the 
Volatile  Salt,  (  which  as  to  its  ufe  is  equivalent  in 
vertue  to  the  Oil )  and  withal,  an  acid  Spirit  which 
abundantly  fufficeth  both  inwardly  and  outwardly 
according  to  its  Office.  I  do  therefore  earncftly 
demand  of  all  skilfull  Spagy  rifts  (  for  ’tis  in  vain  to 


appeal  to  fiich  as  are  yet  ignorant  what  the  Art  of 
Fire  is  )  whether  or  no  this  diftillation  is  not  to  be 
preferred  before  the  others,  and  to  be  made  ufe  of 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  hope  that  the  well 
minded  Reader  will  follow  this  rule,  and  will  appre¬ 
hend  from  this  one  procefs onely,  fo  much  as  to  be 
afterwards  eafily  able  to  reduce  every  diftilled  Oil 
into  its  former  hardnefs,  by  the  help  of  an  acid  Spi¬ 
rit.  Let  us  confider  Amber  onely,  ’tis  indeed  a  fine 
tranfparent  kind  of  ftone,  which  was  before  (  or  at 
firft)  foft  and  fluid  as  Turpentine  was,  an  Oil  ora 
kind  of  thin  Bitumen,  but  now  fo  hardened  by  the 
fait  Water  that  it  may  be  beaten  to  a  Powder,  yet 
may  it  be  diftilled  and  fo  feparated  and  clcanfed 
from  its  earthly  Nature  :  And  the  pure  Oil  may  be 
reduced  into  its  former  hardnefs,  by  the  help  of  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt  onely  :  For  it  became  at  firft  hardened  by 
Salt,  when  it  flowed  thin  out  of  the  Rock  ;  But  of  this 
enough,  we  fhall  fay  more  of  it  in  another  place. 

Now  follows  the  Procefs  of  purifying  Minerals 
by  diftillation  or  fublimation,and  of  depurating  them 
even  to  the  utmoft,  by  redifying  them  by  an  Acid 
Spirit.  To  exemplifie  which,  1  will  inftance  in  Com¬ 
mon  Sulphur ,  according  to  which  rule  the  other 
purification  of  Minerals  may  be  inftituted. 

Take  common  Brimftone,  fublime  it  the  ufual  way 
into  Flowers,  or  by  it  felf  in  a  Coated  glafs  retort, 
or  let  it  be  mixt  with  decrepitated  Salt,  for  fo  will  it 
be  freed  from  its  moft  crude  terreftreity,  and  be  ren¬ 
dered  fit  for  a  farther  Mundification  by  an  Acid  Spi¬ 
rit.  Take  one  pound  of  thefe  Flowers  of  Sulphur, 
and  put  it  into  a  ftrong  Glafs  Body  coated ,  then 
pour  in  one  or  two  pounds  of  the  Spirit  of  Niter,  or 
of  common  Salt,  and  place  it  in  an  Earthen-velfel  in 
Sand  :  Put  there  under  a  Fire,  encreafing  it  gradu¬ 
ally  untill  the  Spirit  of  Salt  boils  in  the  Retort,  and 
the  Sulphur  melts,  and  there  will  fwim  fomewhac 
like  Oil  on  the  top  of  the  Water  ;  N.  B.  An  Alem- 
bick  is  to  be  put  on  the  Body,  left  the  Spirit  of  Salt 
afeending  up,  goes  away  in  fume ;  but  in  the  Alem- 
bick  it  will  be  refr-igerated,  condenfed,  and  may  be 
faved.  This  boiling  is  finifhed  in  fome  five  or  fix 
hours,  and  fo  the  Sulphur  is  mundified,  and  becomes 
as  clear  and  tranfparent  as  Glafs.  For  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  attradeth  the  Metalline  Parts,  which  are  in  the 
Sulphur,  whether  it  be  Copper,  Arfenick,  Auripig- 
ment.  Vitriol,  or  fuch- like  impurities  which  are  com¬ 
monly  adherent,  and  flickers  on  to  the  Sulphur,  and 
would  otherwife  have  remained  in  it,  and  done  more 
hurt  in  Medicine  :  And  this  Baracelfus  knew,  and 
advifeth  to  beware  of ;  For  certain  it  is  there  lye 
hidden  in  Sulphur  incredible  Vertues,  and  fuch  as  its 
common  Flowers  do  not  fhew  or  difeover,  as  being 
yet  infeded  with  Mineral  venenate  Spirits,  which 
may  be  taken  thencefrom  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt.  And 
if  then  either  the  Flowers  be  fublimed  out  of  it,  or 
that  it  be  diflblved  in  a  Balneum  with  Spirit  of  Juni¬ 
per,  or  of  Turpentine,  or  be  by  any  other  way  re¬ 
duced  into  a  Liquid  form,  it  doth  much  good  in  Me¬ 
dicine,  nor  is  there  any  more  fear  of  its  venomous 
nature,  for  the  Spirit  of  Salt  hath  took  that  away. 
I  could  indeed  here  mention  fome  preparations  of 
Common  Sulphur,  into  efficacious  Medicaments,  but 
that  I  have  intended  to  proceed  no  farther  with  it 
here,  than  onely  as  touching  its  purification  by  the 
Spirit  of  Salt;  the  reft  we  will  leave  to  another  time. 

As  Sulphur  may  be  proceeded  with,  fo  likewife 
may  you  deal  with  the  other  Minerals,  and  firft 
mundifie-them  by  a  Retort,  and  diftill  them  into 
black  Oils,  then  may  the  Oils  be  clarified  with  Spi¬ 
rit 
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rit  of  Sale,  and  be  reduced  into  fweec  Oils  and  Bal- 
fams.  Nor  will  any  man  eafily  believe  what  nota¬ 
ble  Vertiies  there  are  hidden  in  the  mountainous 
and  terreftrial  Minerals,  and  yet  not  ufefull  at  all 
inwardly,  becaufe  of  their  Arfenical  nature,  which 
may  with  cafe  be  taken  away  from  them  by  Spirit 
of  Salt,  and  be  thereby  more  fecurely  ufed  as  to 
Medicine.  And  had  I  not  purpofely  tried  it,  I  would 
I  not  at  all  have  written  of  it.  For  information  there- 
j  fore  of  the  unexperienced ,  I  will  tell  you  a  ftory, 

I  whereby  it  will  appear,  that  thole  Minerals  do  ulu- 
ally  lodge  in  them  evil  and  venomous  Arlenical  Spi- 
i  rits. 

In  the  County,  or  Province  of  Erbach,  Icituate 
between  the  Mcem  and  Neker  in  Franconia^  is  found 
plenty  of  a  Sand  knit  as  it  were  together  by  a  fluid 
Mineral,  and  grown  together  into  huge  heaps  like 
little  Mountains  of  a  duskilh  colour  ;  which  if  you 
lay  on  burning  Coals,  emits  a  fweet  odour  altoge¬ 
ther  like  Amber.  When  I  faw  it,  I  put  fome  into 
a  Retort,  and  diftilled  an  Oil  thencefrom,  wholly 
like  the  Oil  of  Amber  both  in  colour  and  fmell,  and 
had  uled  it  in  its  ftead,  had  I  not  fhortly  after  tried 
another  knack  :  For  ordering  the  Chambers  to  be 
fumed  with  the  Sand,  becaufe  it  yielded  fuch  a  fra¬ 
grant  odour  ,  I  very  feafonably  obferved  that  that 
fume  was  unwholfome  and  venomous,  for  it  cauled 
pains  of  the  Head,  and  a  kind  of  naufeate,  ’twas  alfo 
offenflve  to  the  Stomach,  and  this  made  me  leave  off 
my  Fumigations,  and  let  about  reftifying  the  Oil 
thence  diltilled,  by  the  Spirit  of  Salt,  and  by  this 
means  I  got  a  clear  and  pure  Oil ,  and  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  attrafted  to  it  felf  the  Arlenical  Eflence ,  which 
being  purged  and  redified,  yielded  me  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  real,Arlenick,  whence  1  perceived  that  all  thofe 
Minerals  are  very  Arlenical ,  and  no  ways  fit 
for  internal  ule,  unlefs  they  be  firft  mundified  by 
the  Spirit  of  Salt.  Many  fiich  kinds  of  Minerals  are 
to  be  found,  which  we  neither  care  for,  nor  know: 
fome  of  which  are  as  hard  as  a  Stone,  fome  thin,  Ibme 
fluid  like  Oil ;  luch  an  one  is  that  Fountain  about 
!  Baccbaracb  that  boils  up  in  the  middle  of  the  Rhine, 
and  fills  the  whole  Rhine  for  about  three  miles  fpace 
and  an  half  with  its  fatnefs,  and  yields  a  moft  fra¬ 
grant  odour,  is  of  a  duskilh  colour.  For  as  I  was 
lerrying  by  it,  I  took  up  Ibme  of  the  water  in  my 
hand,  and  queftionlels  the  Fountain  of  it  muft  needs 
flow  very  plentifully,  forafmuch  as  the  whole  River 
j  Rhine  is  filled  therewith  as  far  as  you  can  fee ,  and 
j  yet  fcarce  one  Man  amongft  a  hundred  or  a  thoufand 
i  dee  in  their  failing  by  it  take  notice  thereof.  Doubt- 
!  Icls  this  Fountain  hath  its  efflux  and  rile  out  of  the 
i  Mountains  which  border  on  each  fide  the  River. 

Did  it  break  out  at  the  top  of  the  Earth,  it  would 
be  worth  Gold  and  Cedar,  but  lying  fo  deep,  ’tis  of 
no  ule.  Were  curious  Men  inhabitants  there,  they 
;  would  doubtlefs  find  out  this  Fountain  ;  For  on  this 
,  part  of  the  Rhine,  where  the  City  Baccharach  lies, 
is  a  high  Mountain,  where  grows  pretidus  Wine,  and 
is  in  Foreign  parrs  fold  at  a  dear  rate,  becaufe  of  its 
'  molt  fweet  favour  and  odour ,  and  by  the  Inhabi- 
’  tants  is  called  Mulcadel,  and  ’tis  a  fort  of  Wine  pro¬ 
duced  cnely  in  this  Mountain  ;  nor  can  the  neigh- 
j  bouring  adjacent  places  make  the  like.  Hence  I  pre- 
!  lurne  that  this  Fountain  at  Yiaccharach  arifeth  from  a 
j  Mineral  Oil,  flowing  out  from  this  Mountain  into 
'  the  Rhine,  and  that  hence  alfo  arifeth  the  goodnefs 
'  of  the  Wine.  And  whereas  this  Mountain  affords 
not  luch  a  quantity  of  Wine  as  the  Inhabitants 
wilh,  they  bethought  themfelves  of  a  remedy  for 


this  fcarcity,  cafting  in  Herb-foarlet  into  the  common 
Wine,  from  which  it  got  the  lame  kind  of  tafte,  and 
became  almoft  Mulcadel.  Nor  let  it  foem  ftrange 
to  any  one  for  the  Wine  to  attrabl  a  favour  from  the 
Earth  lying  about  it,  for  ’tis  very  certain,  and  I  my 
folf  have  tried  it ;  And  fince  it  is  fo  that  this  matter 
affords  me  opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  thele  things, 

I  will  give  you  my  opinion  more  clearly  in  whan 
follows. 

Below  Frankford,  fome  four  miles  from  the  River 
Moene,  there  lies  a  Village  called  Hohenheime  under 
the  Moguntict  Elector,  and  there’s  a  Mountain  which 
yields  very  good  Wine,  though  not  of  fo  delicate  a 
favour  as  that  of  Baccharach,  yet  ’tis  of  a  fweet  Imellj 
whereby  it  exceeds  all  the  Rhenilh  Wine,  and  is 
therefore  dear ;  The  caufe  of  this,  I  attribute  to  the 
Soil,  in  which  the  Vines  grow,  which  Soil  brings 
forth  Stone  Coals,  and  were  heretofore  digged  hence, 
and  are  now  again  fought  after,  which  Coals  have 
in  them  a  fweet  Mineral  Oil,  as  I  lhall  Ihew  you. 
Farther,  there  lies  a  high  Mountain  at  the  River 
Moene  about  the  Caftle  Klingenberg,  feituate  between 
Odenivall  and  Sfejjart,  where  that  Earth  is  foundi 
too,  fuch  as  I  above  mentioned  ,  which  yields  a 
fweet  Oil  in  diftillation.  And  this  Mountain  doth 
likewile  produce  fweet  and  good  Wine,  fo  that  it 
yields  not  a  whit  (  in  its  kind  )  to  that  of  Baccharach 
or  Hohenheime.  But  now  whether  or  no  the  Mineral 
Oil  that  is  not  far  off  to  be  here  found,  be  wholly  the 
caufe,  I  doe  not  affirm,  but  I  believe  it,  for  my  part, 
fo  to  be,  let  another  follow  his  own  opinion.  There 
is  alfo  a  great  Mountain  at  Herbipolis,  at  the  Steine  fo 
called,  that  yields  pretious  Wine,  but  not  of  a  fivour 
like  thele  three.  Hence  arofe  that  Proverb  .-  At 
Baccharach  on  the  Rheine ,  Herbipolis  on  the  Steine, 
Klingenberg  on  the  Mosne ,  and  Hochheime  on  the 
Rehn,  are  the  four  beft  Wines. 

I  confefs  there  grows  good  Wine  every-where  on 
the  River  Moene,  but  yet  thele  four  do  far  exceed  all 
the  others,  and  that  haply  becaufe  of  that  fweet 
favour  which  they  attraft  out  of  the  Earth  where 
they  grow.  For  it  is  certain  that  the  Vine  doth 
draw  an  odour  and  favour  (  more  than  all  other 
Plants  do  )  out  of  the  Earth,  whence  it  hath  its  nu¬ 
triment  :  So  that  it  is  not  very  difficult  for  a  good 
Phyfician  to  communicate  to  the  Vine  any  favour 
that  he  lifteth  (  which  will  be  )  according  to  the 
nutriment  which  is  pur  to  the  Root.  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  there  will  be  fome  Zoilifts  that  will 
make  a  mock  of  thefe  R-eafons  of  mine,  as  concern¬ 
ing  the  ground  and  rife  of  the  tafte  of  the  Wine  at 
Baccharach ,  Herbipolis  ,  Klingenberg  and  Hochheime, 
and  will  not  attribute  the  caule  to  the  Soil,  but  fay 
that  my  Reafons  are  invalid  (hallow  ones,  the  which 
derifion  I  (hall  patiently  undergo  :  fuch  kind  of  Men 
will  rather  drink  the  goodWine  even  to  excels,  than 
produce  any  reafons  whence  the  favour  proceeds.But 
I  fpeak  experimentally,  and  foy  that  the  Vines  do  at- 
tradl  a  favour  from  the  Soil  whence  they  are  planted, 
the  which  I  have  many  a  time  tried  and  found  fo  to 
be.  Verily  the  Gardiners  know,  that  Man’s  dung 
will  give  a  nutriment  or  encreafe  to‘  Flowers,  but  yet 
will  put  an  odd  (iiiell  upon  them  ;  And  therefore 
do  they  carefully  (hun  the  putting  it  to  the  Roots  of 
fweet-fmelling  Flowers,  but  ufe  it  rather  to  fuch  as 
are  void  of  odour,  as  Tulips  and  fuchlike,  that  (b 
they  riiay  grow  the  (boner.  ’Tis  alfo  evidently  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  if  the  Root  of  the  Vine  be  planted  in 
fuch  u’ place  where  Man’s  dung  lierh,  it  acquires  an 
unblealaht  odour,  and  the  Grapes  are  thereby  ren- 
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dered  unfit  to  be  eaten.  Befides,  the  moft  curious  I 
Vine-dreflers  have  long  ago  attained  to  this  experi¬ 
ence,  that  if  the  Scarlea  or  any  other  odoriferous 
Herb  be  applied  to  the  Root  of  the  Vine,  it  will  be- 
ftow  its  Odour  on  the  Grapes,  (  but  it  ferves  for  no 
more  years  than  that  onely)  whereas  if  they  pour 
upon  the  Root  an  Oil  of  a  fweet  and  ftrong  Odour, 
that  Vine  will  produce  Mufcadel  for  ten  years  and 
more,  the  which  I  have  handled  at  large  in  the  Ve¬ 
getable  work,  and  do  mention  it  herein  briefly  upon 
this  account ;  Becaufe  that  a  Mineral  Oil  lies  hid  in 
the  Earth  in  abundance,  the  which  being  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  Plants,  but  in  Vines  efpecially,  produceth 
excellent  Fruits,  whereof  but  a  few  Men  have  the 
knowledge. 

But  now  that  I  may  yet  demonftrate  this  more 
clearly  to  the  unskilful!,  and  confequently  incredu¬ 
lous,  wz,,  that  there  is  a  moft  great  fweetnefs  in  the 
Minerals,  which  may  here  be  extrafted  by  diftillati- 
on  and  reftification  with  Spirit  of  Salr,  I  will  inftance 
this  example :  ’Tis  well  known  to  all  Men  that  the 
Stone  Coals  which  are  in  many  places  digged  out  of 
the  Earth,  doe  (being  burnt)  emit  an  ungratefull 
Odour,  and  are  hence  ufually  efteemed  of  as  veno¬ 
mous  ;  but  in  thofe  places  where  they  are  plentifully 
digged,  they  are  daily  ufed  in  coflion,  nor  doth  any 
hurt  arife  therefrom  :  So  that  it  muft  needs  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  they  do  not  ftink  of  themfelves, 
but  that  the  Fire  onely  is  the  Caufe  of  the  ftink,  and 
that  their  innate  fatnefs  is  of  a  favoury  and  fWeet- 
fmelling  nature,  yea  fo  fweet  as  any  Vegetable,  as  I 
can  eafily  evidence.  You  have  an  Example  in  Rofes, 
or  any  other  Vegetable  ,  which  if  diftilled  by  a  Re¬ 
tort,  lofeth  its  fweet  odour,  and  puts  on  a  fmell  of 
burning  too ;  What  hinders  from  being  fo  in  Mine¬ 
rals,  as  in  Pit-Coals,  and  the  like  ?  I  grant  indeed, 
that  if  enough  Oil  would  come  over  out  of  the  Ve¬ 
getables  by  an  hot  Still ,  there  would  be  no  need  of 
this  diftilling  by  a  Retort,  and  reftifying  by  Spirit 
of  Salt,  becaufe  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  labour ; 
but  forafmuch  as  there  doth  not  diftill  enough  over, 
’twill  behove  us  to  acquiefee  in  this  method.  Nor  fear 
I  to  affirm,  that  if  it  were  poflible  to  diftill  an  Oil 
out  of  fuch  Coals  by  a  hot  Still,  it  would  give  place 
to  no  Aromatical  Oil  whatfoever  in  the  fweetnefs  of 
the  fmell.  From  whence,  I  pray,  fhould  fo  many 
kinds  of  Herbs  draw  fuch  various  Odours  and  Sa¬ 
vours,  were  there  not  lying  hid  in  the  Earth  an  Uni- 
verfal  Sulphur  or  Balfam  i* 

But  to  put  an  end  to  this  difeourfe,  and  that  I  may 
fhew  that  the  Pit-Coals  do  contain  in  them  an  Oil 
or  pretious  and  wholfome  Balfam,  no  whit  inferiour 
as  to  its  Vertues  to  any  of  the  moft:  pretious  Oils  or 
Balfams  brought  us  out  of  the  Indies  obferve  but 
this  procefs. 

Fill  a  Retort  with  Coals,  and  diftill  a  black  Oil , 
X  the  which  feparate  from  the  Acid-water  that  came 
over  the  Helm  with  it,  and  reftifie  it  by  Spirit  of  Salt, 
and  fb  there  will  firft  of  all  come  the  clear  and  pure 
Oil,  then  a  yellow  Oil,  not  fo  fweet  as  the  former, 
and  the  thick  and  black  Oil  remains  behind,  and 
ferves  for  to  be  mixt  with  Emplaifters ;  for  ’ris  a 
wonderfull  healer,  by  reafbn  of  its  innate  ficcity ; 
now  the  yellow  Oil  may  be  yet  farther  reftified  once 
more  by  Spirit  of  Salr,  that  it  may  become  pure, 
white,  and  fair  :  But  if  you  are  yet  farther  minded 
to  make  a  difference  betwixt  thefe  pure  Oils,  and 
will  again  reftifie  them  with  new  Spirit,  then  fhall 
you  take  the  moft  pure  part  by  it  felf,  which  as  to 
hear,  fubtilty,  and  fweetnefs,  is  fully  equal  to  the 


true  Oil  of  Peter ;  and  which  being  kept  apart,  and 
ufed  for  cold  accidents,  both  inwardly  and  outward¬ 
ly,  will  do  the  fame,  yea  and  much  more  than  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Oil  of  Peter.  Nor  is  there  any  fear 
at  all  of  thefe  Oils  being  Arfenical,  for  the  Spirit  of 
Salt  hath  took  off  all  the  Arfenick  in  the  reftificarion, 
and  if  you  pleafe  you  may  ufe  the  Oil  which  comes 
next  after  the  molEfubtile  Oil  in  mixing  it  with  Bal¬ 
fams,  or  it  may  be  fafely  ufed  by  it  felf,  either  in¬ 
wardly  or  outwardly,  and  ’twill  perform  wonder- 
full  things,  and  fuch  as  exceed  belief,  forafmuch  as 
in  Pit-Coals  lierh  a  moft  great  Balfamick  vertue  ;  If 
the  depurated  Sulphur  which  we  fpakc  of  afore  be 
diffolved  with  this  Oil,  and  reduced  into  a  Balfam, 
thou  fhalt  have  a  Medicament,  which  may  defer- 
vedly  be  ftyled  an  Univerfal  terreftrial  Mineral  Bal¬ 
fam,  and  doth  both  as  to  inward  and  outward  ufes 
far  exceed  all  other  Balfams :  And  therefore  ’tis  in 
my  mind  to  prepare  this  Balfam  in  great  quantity, 
for  the  benefit  of  Mankind  :  The  moft  notable  Ver¬ 
tues  thereof  fhould  I  deferibe,  the  very  defeription 
would  amount  to  a  particular  Treatife,  but  that  be¬ 
longs  not  to  this  place ,  but  it  fufficeth  me  to  have 
at  this  time  explained  the  manner  of  the  preparation. 
I  may  haply  (if  God  pleafe)  more  largely  teach 
concerning  its  Vertues,  another  time,  as  iikewife 
the  Vertues  of  the  reft  of  my  Medicines. 

And  thus  will  I  put  an  end  to  the  Third  Part  of 
my  Tbarmacofcea  Spagj/rica^  in  which  I  have  ( in  my 
opinion)  mentioned  ftifficient  enough ;  and  although 
it  be  but  a  fmall  Book  to  fight ,  yet  do  great  things 
lie  hidden  under  it,  which  one  amongft  a  thoufand 
will  fcarce  comprehend.  But  that  the  well-minded 
Reader  may  underftand,  what  reality  there  is  lies 
hidden  in  this  Treatife,  I  will  here  teach  by  way  of 
an  Appendix  one  Procefs  onely,  whereby  it  fhall  e- 
vidently  appear  how  noble  the  Art  of  Purging  things 
by  diftillation  is.  This  operation  is  well  enough 
known  in  the  Vegetables  and  Animals,  'viz,,  that  al¬ 
ways  from  the  thing  you  diftill,  the  purer  part  comes 
over  firft,  then  the  more  vile  part,  but  the  unprofi¬ 
table  earthinefs  abides  in  the  bottom  with  the  fixed 
Salt.  Now  in  Metals  'this  Procefs  is  not  fb  well 
known,  nor  will  it  be  fo  fbon  made  publick  and 
common,  nor  indeed  is  it  expedient,  for  this  world 
is  not  worthy  the  knowledge  thereof.  But  that  1 
may  fatisfie  my  premife,  and  fhew,  that  Metals  may 
by  diftillation  be  made  Spirits,  and  purged  in  the 
higheft  degree.  I  will  make  ufe  of  this  following 
Example  :  ’Tis  known  to  every  one,  that  if  any 
dry  thing  is  to  be  diftilled  by  the  fire,  fome  moifture 
muft  be  mingled  therewithal!,  which  may  attradl  to 
it  felf  the  grofs  and  heavy  part,  as  you  may  fee  in 
the  common  diftillation  of  Herbs,  to  which  Herbs 
(  when  dry  )  Water  is  added ,  with  which  their  fo- 
vour  and  vertue  diftilleth  over  :  And  to  every  dry 
thing  there  is  requifite  its  proper  humidity,  which 
muft  of  neceffity  have  a  Communion  or  Affinity 
with  the  dry,  if  it  be  to  bring  over  the  dry  with  it 
felf  Now  common  Water  is  able  to  carry  over  (in 
diftilling)  the  odour  and  favour  of  Herbs,  yea  and 
of  Salts,  but  not  of  hard  Sulphureous  or  Mercurial 
Minerals,  much  left  of  the  fixed  Metals.  But  for¬ 
afmuch  as  Metals  are  Homogeneal,  and  cannot  be 
purged  by  any  force  of  Fire,  nor  feparated  from  the 
impure  parr,  unleft  they  be  diftblved  by  agreeable 
and  convenient  Menfirmmsy  and  be  rendered  apt  by 
diftillation,  fbr  always  that  which  is  brought  into 
Flores  doth  ( if  reduced )  yield  fuch  a  Metallibk 
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body  as  it  at  firft  came  from.  Thence  arofe  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  an  impolTibility  of  feparating  the  pure  part 
from  the  impure.  Indeed  to  the  blockifh  and  un- 
skilfull  all  things  leem  impoffible,  and  therefore  from 
them  is  not  to  be  lookt  for  any  judging  of  good  fe- 
crets. 

But  to  return  to  my  purpofe,  and  fhew  that  a 
Golden  Efience  may  be  diftilled  and  feparated  out  of 
the  crude  Metals  by  Diftillations,  I  will  make  ufe 
I  of  a  common  Example,  Diflblve  in  a  Common  Aej, 

I  Fortis,  made  the  ufual  way  of  Niter  and  Vitriol,  one 
i  Ounce  of  pure  Silver ;  which  being  wholly  dilTolved 
and  reduced  into  pure  Water,  pour  out  the  Solution 
I  gently  into  another  Glals,  that  lo  if  haply  any  Gold 
,  were  mixt  with  your  Silver  it  might  flay  behind,  and 
!  not  be  dilTolved,  or  mixed  together,  left  the  Experi- 
;  ment  prove  fallacious.  Then  fome  common  Salt  is 
'  to  be  dilTolved  in  common  Water,  the  Salt  to  be  in 
i  weight  equal  to  your  Silver  ;  and  this  Water  is  to 
be  added  to  the  dilTolved  Silver,  aud  to  be  fo  long 
i  poured  out  of  oneGlafs  into  another  untill  it  be  well 
I  mixt,  then  let  it  fettle,  and  let  the  pure  Water  be 

■  poured  off,  and  a  white  Powder  of  the  Silver  will 
I  remain,  which  is  again  to  be  macerated  with  pure 
I  Water  feveral  times,  untill  the  Calx  of  the  Silver  be 
!  freed  from  all  Saltnels  and  Corrofivity  ;  Then  dry 
I  it,  and  you  fhall  have  a  white  and  tender  Powder, 

!  and  very  fufile.  To  that  it  will  melt  even  with  the 
!  flame  of  a  Candle,  and  is  not  unlike  to  a  Mercury, 

I  but  may  well  be  called  the  Mercury  of  Lune,  but  the 

Chymifts  ufually  call  it  the  horned  Moon,  for  being 
!  molten  it  refembles  the  fhape  of  an  Horn,  and  with 
j  this  may  be  wonderfull  things  elFeded  both  in  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Alchymy  ;  but  belongs  not  to  this  place  to 
I  fpeak  of,  and  therefore  are  to  be  but  juft  hinted, 
i  And  like  as  we  have  fpoken  of  Lune,  fo  likewife  muft 
I  we  proceed  with  Saturn  ;  and  he  will  alfo  yield  you 
I  a  white  Volatile  and  fufile  Powder,  as  eafily  melting, 
i  yea  eafier  than  the  Mercury  of  Silver,  and  is  defer- 
j  vedly  called  the  Mercury  of  Saturn.  Thefe  two  are 
j  willingly  alfociated  to  a  third,  wz,.  to  Common  Mer- 

■  ^ury,  and  do  fix  him  ,  and  fo  is  that  Axiome  of  the 
Philofophers  fulfilled  ,  Nature  rejoy ceth  with  Nature, 
Nature  o^-ercomes  Nature ,  Nature  retains  Nature. 

'  Farther,  thefe  Mercuries  do  admit  of  diftillation  and 
a  feparation  of  the  pure  part  from  the  impure ,  no 
otherwife  than  as  doth  a  Vegetable.  But  the  way 
of  doing  this  is  not  to  be  fo  haftily  written,  I  fpent 
a  whole  year  in  fearching  after  it,  till  I  found  it,  and 
;  fo  let  another  feek  ;  and  if  God  grants  it  him,  he  may 
!  enjoy  it ;  And  if  God  vouchfafeth  him  fb  much,he  will 
,  alfo  give  him  the  knowledge  how  to  ufe  it :  If  the 
1  Mercury,  which  in  it  felf  is  white,  volatile  and  fufile, 
i  is  rendered  more  white  by  diftillation  ;  Vis  alfo  a  ne- 
.  ceffary  confequence  that  it  will  become  likewife  more 
volatile,  more  fufile,  and  more  pure:  but  of  this 
enough. 

But  to  come  yet  nearer  to  the  matter,  and  to 
‘  fhew  that  Metals  may  be  fb  feparated  by  diftillation 
as  to  become  golden,  take  this  Example :  Take  two 
Ounces  of  the  aforefaid  horny  Lune,  and  reduce  it 
into  Corporeal  or  pliable  Silver,  and  feparate  it  by  a 
Cupel,  for  then  thou  art  affured  that  no  other  thing 
is  in  it  but  Silver  :  Diflblve  this  Cupellated  Silver 
again  in  common  Aq.  Fortis,  and  it  will  leave  a  good 
!  part  of  Golden  Calx,  Now  it  may  be  demanded, 
whence  comes  this  Golden  Calx  ?  Comes  it  from 
'  the  Silver,  or  the  Aq.  Fortis,  or  from  the  Salt-water , 
all  which  three  were  in  ufe  in  the  precipitation  ?  I 
anfwer,  that  the  Spirit  of  Niter  brought  over  with 


it  felf,  in  the  diftillation,  a  certain  Go'.denifhnefs  from 
the  Iron  and  Copper  which  were  in  the  Vitriol,  and 
that  in  the  form  of  a  Spirit,  and  aflumed  its  Body 
from  the  Lune.  Now  if  any  other  Body  concludes 
it  to  be  otherwife,  'viz,,  that  the  afin-efaid  Gold 
comes  from  the  Lune  onely,  and  not  from  the  Aq. 
Fortis,  I  do  but  ask  him  this  Query,  Why  the  very 
fame  fort  of  Silver,  being  diffolved  and  precipitated 
out  of  the  Aq.  Fortis  with  Salt  of  Tartar,  or  by  Cop¬ 
per  Plates,  be  not  equally  as  golden  as  this  is  which 
is  precipitated  with  Salt  water  .>  But  fome  may  yet 
urge  farther,  that  this  Gold  proceeds  onely  from  the 
Salt  with  which  the  Silver  is  precipitated ,  and  not 
from  the  Aq.  Fortis  or  Silver,  becaufe  the  Silver  being 
diffolved  in  Aq.  Fortis,  and  precipated  with  Brafs 
Plates,  or  the  Liquor  of  Salt  of  Tartar,  yields  no 
Gold  ;  but  that  onely  gives  Gold  which  is  precipi¬ 
tated  with  Salt-water.  To  anfwer  this  Objeiftion, 
and  clearly  to  demonftrate  that  this  Gold  owes  its 
Original  to  them  both ,  'viz,.  the  Tindlure  to  the 
Aq.  Fortis,  but  the  Body  to  the  Silver,  and  not  to 
the  common  Salt,  (  for  though  there  lies  hidden  in 
all  common  Salt  a  certain  Golden  power,  which 
may  be  thence  drawn  by  Arty  yet  that  is  not  to 
be  done  this  kind  of  way,  but  by  another,  which 
we  mention  in  our  Book  called  the  Confolation  of 
Sailours  j  I  do  certainly  know,  that  this  Gold  pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  precipitated  Silver,  doth  arife  from 
the  Vitriol  and  Silver  onely,  and  not  from  the  Salt  : 
And  this  may  be  clearly  obferved  thus ;  If  you  add 
to  the  Vitriol  and  Niter  a  Verdigreafe  prepared 
with  Sulphur  and  Salt,  the  Aq.  Fortts  will  be  twice 
more  Golden  than  if  ’twere  made  of  onely  Vitriol ; 
the  reafbn  is  this,  becaufe  the  Iron  and  the  Copper 
are  fixed  in  the  Vitriol,  and  do  not  eafily  yield  Gold  ; 
but  if  the  Copper  be  firft  .reduced  with  Salt  and 
Sulphur  into  a  Volatile  Calx,  and  be  added  to  the 
Vitriol  and  Niter,  then  is  this  kind  of  Labour  done 
to  profit,  elfe  not :  This  which  I  write  is  onely  to 
demonftrate  the  poffibility.  And  fliould  you  add  to 
the  Vitriol  and  Niter,  or  to  Allum  and  Niter,  other 
Species  containing  Volatile  Gold ,  as  Calaminaris , 
Zinck ,  and  fuch  like,  the  Water  will  be  rendered 
fb  much  the  more  Golden  :  But  if  you  add  to  the 
Niter  and  Vitriol  fuch  Species  as  contain  in  them 
Volatile  Silver,  fuch  as  are  Coholt,  Bifmuth,  Arfemck, 
then  the  Aq.  Fortis  is  rendered  more  Silvery,  and 
makes  part  of  the  Copper  in  the  Solution  purely 
Silvery,  like  as  the  Goldcnifh  water  when  ’tis  in  the 
Solution  makes  part  of  the  Silver  Golden.  By  which 
it  is  demonftrated,  that  crude  Metals  are  depurated 
by  diftillation,  and  may  be  made  Volatile,  and  that 
by  that  means  of  Solution,  Corporal  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  may  be  precipitated  out  of  the  Metals,  according 
as  the  Diffolvent  is  prepared  out  of  Golden  or  Silve¬ 
ry  Subjedls. 

This  Example  I  account  fufficient  to  evidence, 
that  the  crude  Metals  may  be  purged  by  Diftillation 
fo  as  to  become  golden.  If  then  it  be  fo  with  the 
crude  and  impure  Metals,  what  then  may  be  done 
with  the  pure  ones  if  they  be  made  by  Diftillation, 
yet  more  pure  ;  without  all  queftion  a  moft  excel¬ 
lent  medicine  might  be  from  thence  prepared,  and 
far  to  be  preferred  to  Gold  or  Silver.  This  difcourfe  do 
I  here  make  ufe  of  to  the  intent  that  it  may  be  feen, 
that  even  fixt  metals  being  after  a  due  manner  open¬ 
ed  and  made  volatile,  are  capable  of  fending  out 
their  beft  part,  and  of  being  feparated  by  Diftillati¬ 
on  from  the  more  crude  part.  But  this  Treatife  ap¬ 
pertains  not  to  Alchymy  but  to  Medicine,  and  yet  I 
'  thought 
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thought  good  to  induce  this  argument,  /!;;*,  (that 
our  of  crude  Vitriol,'  may  a  volatile  Gold  be  drawn 
by  Diftillation  and  Be  incorporated  wnth  Gold  and 
Silver)  to  this  end  that  all  men  might  know  of  a 
certainty,  how  much  good  may  be  done  in  metals 
bv  Diftillation,  and  what  a  pure  lubllance  may  be 
thence  drawn.  Nor  doth  Bufil  Valentine  that  Ger¬ 
man  Pbilofopher,  doubt  exprefly  to  write  that  the 
Philofoohers  Stone  is  full  as  eafie,  yea  eafier  to  be 
prepared  out  of  Vitriol  than  Gold.  If  therefore  the 
higheft  univerfal  medicine  both  for  man  and  metals 
may  Be  prepared  out  of  common  Vitriol,  why  may 
not  the  fame  be  pofllble  to  be  done  out  of  the  purer 
metals  if  they  were  reduced  into  Vitriol,  and  fo  as  to 
admit  of  Diftillation,  whereby  the  pure  may  be  fe- 
parated  from  the  impure. 

If  now  die  common  Vitriol  of  Copper  and  Iron, 
do  in  Diftillation  yield  volatile  Gold,  why  fliould 
not  the  Vitriol  of  Lune  do  it  much  more  and  yield 
it  nobler,  as  being  indeed  the  true  and  onely  metal- 
lick  Vitriol  of  the  Philofbphers,  which  Bafilius  ap¬ 
points  to  be  taken  for  his  Work,  and  doth  truely  de¬ 
ferve  the  name  of  Vitriol.  For  if  you  would  have 
your  common  Vitriol  tinge,  you  muft  add  Galls 
thereto,  but  this  Vitriol  doth  truely  blacken  allthing? 
without  Galls.  But  you  muft  not  imagine  that  I 
do  here  intend  fuch  a  Vitriol  of  Lune^  as  is  by  folu- 
tion  (in  Aq.  Fortis  reduced  into  a  white  Cryftal,  or 
fuch  as  is  precipitated  by  the  water  of  Salt  out  of 
the  Solution  (in  Aq.  Fortit)  no  fuch  matter  ?  For 
this  refembles  not  Vitriol,  becaufe  it  may,  be,  again 
reduced  (into  Silver.)  But  the  true  Vitriol  of  the 
Philofophers  is  prepared  out  of  Lune  without  Aq. 
Fortis  or  fiichlikeCorrofives,  and  is  not  reduceable 
in  the  ftrongeft  Fire,  but  remains  a  Vitriol,  tingeth 
the  Tonge,  is  aftringent,  and  yiejds  a  golden  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  diffolveth  Gold  and  fixeth  it  therewith. 
Such  a  Vitriol  will  we  make  ufe  of  in  medicine  and 
Alchymy,  and  leave  the  common  Vitriol  for  the 
Dyers.  The  Ancients  called  their  Saly Vitriol,  on 
this  account,  becaufe  that  it  did  as  toiats  external 
Figure  refemble  Vitriol,  but  though  they  fo  called  it, 
yet  they  rook  not  the  common  Vitriol,  which  every 
wife  man  may  be  eafily  perfwaded  to  believe.  So 
then  let  the  Lune  be  the  Earth,  Gold  the  Seed 
jMercury  the  (Water,  but  not  the  common  Mercury) 
with  which  it  is  to  be  watered,  and  let  the  reft  be 
committed  to  God  and  Art  Thus  far  have  I  decla¬ 
red  to  you  my  opinion, let  every  man  follow  hisown. 
But  thus  is  confirmed  the  aftertion  of  that  excellent 
Philofbpher  BaJilValentineyivhodL^TmSyihdiX  even  out 
of  common  Vitriol  may  be  extracted  a  certain  golden- 
ifhne^  ;  how  much  more  credible  then  is  it,  that  a 


Vitriol  prepared  out  of  the  more  pure  metals  may 
yield  a  better  goldennels.  Every  one  may  believe 
what  I  here  write  for  I  have  oft  times  tried  it,but  yet 
I  have  received  more  Gold  fometimes  than  at  other 
fome  according  as  I  ordered  my  procefs,  and  redu¬ 
ced  my  precipitated  Silver;  for  you  are  to  know, 
that  fuch  a  kind  of  Silver  as  is  precipitated  out  of  ' 
Aq.  Fonts,  by  the  Water  of  Salt  is  wholly  volatile,  ; 
not  melterh  it  like  to  a  Calx  of  Lune,  but  goes  awav 
partly  in  fume,  and  part  is  reduced  into  an  horny  i 
Stone,  and  yet  by  a  peculiar  Diftillation  doth  all  ; 
come  ov^r,  but  enough  of  this.  Hereupon  is  Salt  .of  i 
Tartar  to  be  added  to  this  volatile  Calx,  left  being 
molten  itvanifheth  away  in  fume,  for  Borax  doth 
not  prevent  it.  But  it  melteth  better  if  it  be  help 
by  that  notable  fluxing  Powder,  made  of  Niter,  Tar-  ' 
ter,  and  Sulphur,  and  it  be  kindled  by  a  little  Coal  ' 
and  burnt  up,  but  then  all  the  Silver  doth  not  melt, 
but  part  of  it  goes  away  in  fume.  N.  B.  If  you 
catch  this  fume,  which  is  a  thing  eafily  done,  it  re¬ 
fembles  the  form  of  a  red  Powder,  and  will  abun-  - 
dandy  recorhpence  );our  pains,  nor  may  that  faying 
of'^.Faracelfus  be  unfttly,  applied  hereunto,  ‘vtz,.  to 
corrupt  is  totally  to  petfea:,  becaufe  thefe  Flores  of 
..Silver  are  not  loft,  but  are  of  a  greater  price  than  ! : 
the  Silver  vvas.  He  that  well  knows  this  labour  (for  i 
indeed  experience  is  the  beft  mafter)  will  not  labour  | 
in  vain.  And  if  he  learns  nothing  from  this  little  ■ 
here-taught,  neither  will  he  find  out  ought  from  ai' 
greater.  For  I  have  in  thefe  few  words  revealed 
much,  yea  haply  more  than  I  ought  to  have  done.  ; . 
All  which  we  do  in  the  firft  and  chiefeft  place  attri-  i 
bute  to  God,  next  him  to  Niter,  which  renders  Me¬ 
tals  fo  fluxible.  From  hence  may  the  well  minded  i , 
Reader  percieve  that  there  is  in  Niter,  not  onely  a  i . 
power  to  fix  all  volatile  Minerals  and  Metals  (of  |  •; 
which  I  have  treated  in  my  fecond  part  of  the  Prof  \\ 
perity  of  Germany)  but  alfo  of  making  them  wholly  i  j 
volatile,  fo  that  they  may  be  diftilled  and  purged,  ij 
as  is  fufficiently  evident  in  the  aforegoing  example ;  j,] 
Befides,  there  is  another  way  of  making  Metals  vola-  |  j 
tile,as  well  as  by  Niter, but  fo  as  that  they  be  not  whol-  ij 
ly  diflolved,  but  are  by  a  moift  nitrous  Fire  reduced 
fo  far  as  to  retain  the  form  which  they  put  upon  i  I 
themfelves  in  the  laid  moift  Fire,  and  yet  they  be¬ 
come  fb  volatile,  as  to  fufferthemlelves  to  be  wholly  1 
diftilled  and  fublimed,  and  will  in  the  Froha  givQ  j 
Gold,  the  which  the  gradatory  Water  hath  made  in  ! 
them.  But  of  thefe  things  more  at  large  in  the.  , 
fourth  part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany  :  Thus  with  ^ 
what  hath  been  faid,  will  I  finifli  the  third  part  of  j 
my  Pharmacopcea  Spagyrka.  \ 


I  he  End  of  the  Third  Part. 
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THE 


FOURTH  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Spagyrical  •  Pharmacopoea. 

Treating  of  the  four  principal  Pillars  of  Medicine,  vi:{. 

Sulphur,  Vitriol,  Antimony,  and  Mercury,  but  chiefly  of  the  great 
harmony  between  the  Superiour  Elementary  Sun  and  Moon,  and  the 
Inferiour  and  Terreflirial  Gold  and  Silver,and  the  magnetick  way  of  attrac¬ 
ting  the  Virtues  of  Sol  and  Lune  by  the  Air  ,  and  of  rendrihg  them  pal¬ 
pable  and  vifible. 

READER, 

AFter  that  I  had  intended  to  puhlijh  in  the  Fourth  Part  of  this  my  Spagyrical  Pharma* 
Gopcea,  Jome  fingular  and  excellent  Medicines^  and  Juch  as  might  much  exceed  all  others^ 
and fo  muji  confequently  he  prepared  of  choice  and  excellent  fuhje^s  and  matters I  ac» 
counted  it  my  task  in  the  jirji  place  to  fhewyou  out  of  what  fuhje£is  fuch  efficacious  Medicines  may  he 
drawn  and  extra^ed,  viz.  out  of  Gold^  Wine,  and  Antimony,  as  likewife  out  of  Vitriol  and  Mer¬ 
cury,  hut  not  the  vulgar  Mercury. 

Now  although  mojl  Men  are  blinded  with  a  thick  darknefs,  hut  principally  thofe  that  profecute 
the  truth  with  a  deadly  hatred,  and  do  prate  much,  and  hy  reafon  of  their  hlindnefs  and  ignorance 
do  affirm,  that  Gold  being  a  thick  and  compa^  body  is  not  at  all  fit  to  admit  of  fuch  a  preparation 
as  thereby  to  difplay  its  moJl  efficacious  virtues  in  Mans  Body  :  And  as  for  Antimony  and  Mercu¬ 
ry,  that  they  are  mojl  prefent  Poifons,  and  cant  ferve  as  Medicines  without  great  danger ;  hut  as 
for  Wine,  that  it  is  indeed  fit  to  he  drunk,  hut  is  of  no  validity  in  Medicine,  not  knowing  how  to 
imploy  it  about  any  Medicinal  ufe,  hut  are  rather  ready  and  skilfull  Artijls  at  fwallowing  it  down 
in  full  draughts  ;  however  though  they  thus  chat  yet  thefe  ohje^ions  are  frivolous,  and.  do  proceed 
from  their  ignorance  which  is  wrapped  about  with  mojl  thick  Clouds,  and  which  I  refute  hy  this 
brief  and  ftrong  Reply.  But  1  do  not  at  all  deny,  that  Gold  reduced  even  to  the  fmallefl  Powder, 
and  fo  made  ufe  of  (^as  ’twas  wont  of  old  to  he  hy  the  Ancient,  yea  and  latter  Galenifts,  and  is 
even  too  at  this  dayf  hy  mixingit  with  fuch  Medicines  as  are  for  the  comforting  and Jirengthning 
the  Heart  and  Vitals  of  Men,  cannot  contribute  fo  much  as  the  leafl  Iota  to  the  health  and  pre- 
fervat  ion  of  the  body  of  Man:  And  fo  /  fay  of  Antimony  and  Mercury,  that  they  are  not  at  all 
falutiferous  to  Mans  Body,  hut  contrariwife  are  deadly  and  dejlrutlive  Medicaments,  untill  {hy  a 
due  preparation^  they  are  deprived  of  all  their  Venenofity,  and  thereby  rendred  fit  to  he  fajely 
made  ufe  of.  So  Wine  it  felf  being  taken  per  fe  as  it  is,  is  a  rejioring  and  refrefhing  Drink  for 
Man,  provided  it  he  moderately  ufed  :  But  contrarily  is  a  caufer  of  many  Difeafes  if  it  he  fre¬ 
quenti)  and  in  large  quantities  fwallowed  in,  and  doth  operate  in  Mans  Body  more  hurt  than  good, 
this  daily  experience  doth  fufficiently  teflifie,  and  renders  it  evident,  that  heingfo  immoderately 
taken,  it  fills  all  the  Members  of  the  whole  Body^with  Tartar,  and  makes  ohJtruAions  and  Jlirs 
up  intolerable  Pains,  and  principally  in  the  Bladder,  Reins,  and  other  parts  of  the  Body,  viz. 
if  coagulated  in  the  Hands,  Knees,  and  Feet,  whereupon  it  doth  not  eafily  fuffier  it  felf  to  he 
exterminated,  unlefshy  fuch  Artijls  as  welT  know  the  properties  and  nature  of  Tartar,  hut  of  fuch 
Men  there  is  at  this  day  a  great  fcarcity,  and  therefore  that  proverbial  V trfe  Jiill  takes  place. 

Solvere  Nodofam  Nefcit  Medicina  Podagram. 

The  Art  of  Phyfick  can’t  root  out 
(Thy  dire  Difeafe)  the  Knotty  Gout. 
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x^o  Tie  Voartb  Fnrt  of  P;irt  11. 

But  he  who  is  fo  well  skilled  as  to  feparate  the  fiery^  penetrative,  wholfome,  and  true  Medi¬ 
cinal  Spirit  of  Wine  ;  Tea  its  true  Balfam  from  its  Pieces,  he  willeafily  expel  out  of  the  Body  of 
Man  all  tartarous  impurities  and  defilements,  and  will  perform  things  wonderfull  in  the  Stone 
and  Gout.  But  now  forafmuch.as  the  educing  fo  wholfome  a  Medicine  out  of  grofs  crude  Tartar 
13  known  hut  to  a  very  few,  no  wonder  that  there  hath  been  fo  little  or  rather  nothing  at  all  perfor¬ 
med  hy  Phyficians  in  fuch  like  mofl  grievous  tartarous  Difeafes  that  have  gotten  deep  rooting  in 
the  Body  of  Man.  But  the  way  how  you  may  be  rendred  Poffefors  of  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Wine  fhall  be 
fpoken  of  afterwards.  Tet  1  would  not  that  any  one  fhould  perfwade  himfelf  that  my  meaning  and 
intention  in  this  place  is  about  the  common  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  either  that  which  is  gotten  out  of 
Tartar  hy  the  ufual  known  way  of  Difl illation.  No,  there’s  a  vafl  difference  betwixt  that  Spirit 
which  I  here  make  mention  of  and  the  other.  For  m  this  Spirit  the  crude  Tartar  isfirfl  to  he 
wafhed  by  common  Water  from  all  its  Defilements,  and  that  without  the  addition  of  any  other 
things,  foils  to  fhine  like  Snow,  then  to  be  afterwards  made  black  by  put  ref aSl  ion,  and  out  of  that 
blacknefs  the  faid  Balfam  is  to  be  drawn  off,  of  which  we  fhall  hereafter  make  a  more  ample  Declara¬ 
tion.  This  now  is  that  Spirit  which  doth  Anatomically  refolve  the  com  palled  Body  of  Gold,  and 
converteth  the  venemoufnefs  of  Antimony  into  a  wholfome  Medicine, and  doth  perform  tfiings  wonderfull 
in  all  tartarous  Difeafes.  ’Tis  the  true  Wine  of  Health,  and  the  very  Aq.  Vltx  of  the  Philo- 
fophers,  and  hath  a  great  familiarity  with  Gold  and  Man,  and  may  be  excellently  compared  with  the 
coagulated  folar  beams. 

Therefore  as  it  is  evidently  known  to  every  body,  that  Gold  and  Wine  are  advanced  on  to  ma¬ 
turity,  by  the  heat  of  the  Sun,  and  that  Men  do  notably  love  and  defire  both  of  them.  So  may 
any  one  conjeSlure  what  Gold  and  Wine  would  do  if  a  Man  could  but  have  them  reduced  to  a  f pi- 
ritual  effence.  Hence  now  it  feems  neceffary  unto  me,  that  before  1  pafs  on  to  the  preparation  of 
the  faid  Medicine,  I  do  in  a  few  words  defcribe  the  harmonial  love  that  is  between  the  fuperiour 
and  ifferiour  Sun  and  Man,  that  fo  it  may  appear,  what  a  bond  or  tie  of  love  and  neceffity  there 
is  betwixt  thefe  three  mofl  noble  Creatures  of  God,  to  one  another. 


C  H  A  P.  I.  '  ’ 

Of  the  Harmony  and  Agreeahlenefs  between  the  Superior 
Elementary,  and  Injeriour  Earthly  Sun,  with  IVine 
and  Man. 

I S  well  known  even  to  the  blind  Bayards  and 
1.  Barbars,  that  the  Sun  in  the  heavenly  Firma¬ 
ment,  is  the  moll  noble  and  moll  eminent  Creature 
God  made.  *For  it  is  that  onely  light  which  makes 
all  the  Stars  partakers  of  its  Splendour,  Light  and 
Brightnels.  ’Tis  alio  the  onely  Fountain  and  as  it 
were  Father  of  all  the  Creatures,  becaufe  if  they  are 
deprived  of  it,  they  are  in  the  dark  and  die  :  Nay 
even  man  himfelf  cannot  live  without  the  help  of  the 
Sun,  and  all  things  would  perifh,  fhould  the  Sun  be 
but  one  moment  withdrawn  from  them.  For  all 
things  that  arc  do  receive  their  Life  and  Augmentati 
on  from  the  Sun  ;  and  he  was  (  according  to  Mofes 
his  Dodrine  )  the  firft  and  chiefeft  that  did  proceed 
forth  by  God’s  creating,  and  will  doubtlefs  be  the 
lalt  when  all  things  lhall  be  diliblved,  and  pafs  into  a 
better  State  at  the  final  Deftrudion  of  this  worldly 
Fabrick.  The  Sun  liipplies  the  place  of  a  heart  in 
the  wonderful  Scrudure  of  the  Macrocolin :  And  in 
like  manner  the  heart  it  felf  in  man’s  Body  is  aptly 
compared  to  the  Sun,  as  being  the  firll  liver,  and  lall 
dier  in  the  humane  Fabrick ;  and  this  is  known  to 
every  body.  And  therefore  amongft  all  the  Crea¬ 
tures  indued  with  life  and  motion,  man  doth  in  no¬ 
bility  and  magnificence  excel  them  all,  as  having 
gotten  his  body  from  the  earth,  his  Spirit  and  Life 
from  the  Sun,  and  his  Soul  from  God. 

But  as  to  the  inlenfible  Creatures  the  higheft  De¬ 
gree  of  Noblenels  is  attributed  unto  Gold,  the  which 


is  likewife  generated  by  the  Sun.  Thefe  three  ad¬ 
mirable  Creatures,  viz.  the  Sun,  Man,  and  Gold 
are  coupled  with  a  bond  of  wonderfull  Neceffity  and 
Friendfhip,  and  are  conjoined  by  the  inftindof  Na¬ 
ture  her  felf.  Men  do  defire  the  Light  of  the  Sun, 
as  alfo  its  heat  in  a  dark  and  cold  Seafbn,  for  thence-  : 
from  proceeds  all  life,  and  all  the  encreafe  of  life, 
becaufe  the  Suns  beams  do  perform  the  office  of  the 
univerfal  Spirit,  and  Life  in  the  Conlervation  of  the 
Life  of  Man.  But  now  as  touching  Gold,  men  do 
partake  of  that  in  a  particular  way  onely,  and  one 
man  is  ufually  ftored  with  a  bigger  Portion,  another 
with  a  lefier,  not  by  the  inftind  of  nature,  for  (he 
beftoweth  it  on  us  onely  for  our  ufe,  but  by  reafon 
of  the  abufive  malice,  avarice  and  the  unfatiable 
Covetoufnefs  of  men ;  but  yet  this  way  is  not  the 
right  manner  of  loving  Gold,  nor  genuine,  but  falfe 
and  oft  times  very  hazardous.  We  fhould  rather 
love  it  becaufe  of  its  wonderfull  Verrues  which  ic 
poireffech,  hidden  in  its  body,  and  may  afford  amoft 
notable  Comfort  to  man’s  ficknefs  aqd  infirmities. 
Verily  the  Ancient  Philofbphers  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  incredible  Vertues,  which  the  Gold  hides  in 
it  felf,  it  being  truely  no  other  /thing  than  a  body 
confiftingand  compadted  of  the  coagulated  and  fixed 
Beams  of  the  Sun,  and  this  was  well  known  to  thofe 
men  who  were  moft  skilfull  in  the  nature  of  all 
things.  Seeing  then  that  the  Sun’s  beams  being  as  ^ 
yet  unfixed  can  beflow  on  all  things  life  and  en¬ 
creafe,  why  may  not  the  fame  be  accompli flied  by 
them  when  fixed,  and  made  confiant,  if  fo  be  they 
be  rendred  fpiritual,  and  thereby  be  capable  of  dif- 
playing  their  Vertues  in  a  vifible  and  palpable  effi¬ 
cacy,  which  thing  they  could  not  do  if  they  retain 
their  corporal  Coagulation,  nor  can  difplay  their 
occult  Vertues. 
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Part  II. 


the  Spagjrical  Difpenfatorj. 


Many  men  have  induftjioufly  atrempred  with 
great  Labour,  artificially  to  open  Gold,  and  tore 
duce  it  to  a  rpirirual  Nature,  and  to  render  it  living 
and  efficacious,  but  few  there  have  been  that  have 
been  Mahers  of  their  defires,  but  fuch  as  at  length 
had  thereto  attained,  did  perform  things  wonderfull 
in  the  fickneffes  of  mankind,  and  this  is  witnefied  by 
many  moft  true  Hiftories,  as  for  inftance,  by  the 
Turba  of  the  Philofophers,  and  by  the  Theatrum 
Chymicum.  The  which  Books  do  indeed  defcribe 
fuch  a  notable  fecret,  but  fo  obfcurely  and  intricately, 
as  that  no  body  can  therefrom  learn  its  preparation, 
unlefs  God  reveals  it  to  them,  or  it  be  manifefted 
I  by  fome  good  friend  or  other  that  knows  the  Art. 
’Tis  no  wonder  that  amongft  many  thoufands  of 
Searchers,  fo  very  few  do  arrive  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  fame.  For  God  hath  barred  up  this  fo  great 
!  a  fecret  with  fuch  firm  bolts,  that  all  wicked  and 
^  r  malicious  men  are  eafily  excluded  from  the  know- 
>  '  ledge  of  finding  it  out.  Verily  I  rauft  needs  fay 
(  but  1  boaft  not  of  it  )  that  I  fee  by  what  means 
thofe  bonds  are  to  be  loofed,  and  that  precious  Pearl 
may  by  removal  of  thofe  bolts  be  taken  forth  But 
yet  1  profefs  not  my  felf  to  be  a  perfed  and  abfolute 
Mafter,  and  fuch  an  one  as  perfedly  knows  its 
preparation,-  and  would  make  it  publick  by  deferi 
bing  it.  No!  the  Crumbs  ferves  my  turn,  and  the 
Fragments  of  the  Bread,  with  which  hunger  may  be 
allayed  as  well  as  with  the  Bread  it  felf. 

I  have  I  confefs  tafted  fomewhat  of  the  Crumbs 
of  what  pertains  to  fo  worthy  a  Medicament,  and 
with  what  great  Vertues  they  abound.  And  fuch 
things  as  my  experience  have  adminiftred  unto  me 
i  I  have  here  purpofed  to  reveal  them,  for  the  com- 
I  fort  and  fake  of  my  Neighbour,  as  far  as  the  time 
I  and  occafion  will  permit ;  but  yet  with  this  Sal^o, 
that  I  caft  not  Pearl  before  Swine,  and  fo  incur  the 
Philofophers  Curfe.  To  whomfoever  the  things 
that  I  fpeak  fhall  be  more  obfeure,  let  him  wreftle 
earneftly  by  his  Prayers  to  God  for  light,  and  refrain 
from  troubling  me  with  multiplicity  of  entreaties,  for 
1  have  firmly  refolved  with  my  felf  not  to  reveal  for 
the  time  to  come  more  than  what  I  have  opened  in 
the  prefent  defeription. 

CHAP.  II. 

!  of  Gold,  and  the  Cemparifon  betwixt  it  wheit  living, 
i  and  when  dead. 

IT  is  fo  well  known  as  that  nothing  can  be  more 
known,  that  Gold  being  lb  compad  and  corpo 
real  and  without  any  opening,  doth  not  when  uled 
i  inwardly  to  man’s  Body  emit  any  Vertues  at  all.  I 
will  inftance  in  one  Example  of  Mercury ;  This  be- 
ing  living  and  unbroken  and  undiflolved,  doth  not, 
though  ufed  inwardly  in  a  great  weight,  bring  any 
:  ^  hurt,  but  pafleth  out  again  as  ’twas  before  taken  in 
without  any  alteration  of  the  Body.  But  if  it  be 
fublimed  with  Salt,  or  fhall  be  dilTolved  by  (bme 
other  corrofive  Water,  and  be  adminiftred  to  a  man 
to  drink  the  quantity  of  i,  i,  or  5  Grains  it  will 
I  fhrewdly  hazard  his  Life,  becaufe  the  Salts  have 
;  made  its  hidden  lurking  Poyfon  manifeft.  Thus 
'  ftands  the  cafe  with  Gold,  which  cannot  fhew  forth 
its  hidden  force  and  vertues  as  long  as  it  remains 
bound  and  tied  with  the  fetters  of  its  own  compadion, 
but  (on  the  other  hand)  difplays  them,  aflbon  as 
ever  it  fhall  be  releafed  from  its  bonds,  be  vivified  by 
Salts,  and  rendred  efficacious.  You  fee  in  a  black 


Coal,  whiles  it  is  not  fired,  there  is  not  any  beat  at 
all  perceived,  bur  being  kind'ed,  and  being  by  the 
Air  rendred  living  ,  it  difeovers  the  fire  and  heat 
being  therein  hidden,  the  which  you  may  likewife 
confider  of  concerning  Gold. 

CHAP.  HI. 

of  the  Vreparation  of  Gold,  and  its  Difjolution  into  mo(t 
lender  jltoms  apt  for  vivif cation  and  prof  table  ap¬ 
plication  to  Medicinal  ufe. 

Gold  doth  not  by  any  way  more  eafily  admit 
ybf  being  turned  into  moft  tender  and  moft  fub- 
til  Attomes  than  by  this  following 
Diffolve  pure  Gold  in  Aq.  Regia,  and  being  dif 
folved  pour  thereto  as  much  of  the  Water  of  Tartar 
as  is  fufficient .-  So  the  clear  Gold,  and  clothed  too 
with  a  golden  Colour,  will  precipitate  it  felf  to  the 
bottom  of  theVeffd,  nor  will  itbeadarkifh  Powder^ 
as  ’tis  wont  to  be  if  precipitated  by  Lixiviums  or  by 
the  Spirit  of  Urine:  But  it  is  light  and  tender,  and 
fhews  in  brightnefs  like  little  golden  Stars,  yea  be¬ 
comes  fo  very  tender  and  fubtil,  that  it  ftvims  as 
’twere  in  the  Water  and  fettles  to  the  bottom  excee¬ 
ding  leafurely,  and  is  thereby  fo  much  worthier 
than  all  other  Calxes  of  Gold  how  fubtil  fbever  they 
be,that  they  may  beaccompted  of  (  if  compared  with 
this)  butonely  as  a  grofs  Earth ;  whereas  thefe  fhi- 
ning  golden  little  Stars  are  made  fo  tender  and  fb 
fubtil,  as  that  they  may  eafily  difeover  and  demon- 
ftrate  their  Vertues  in  medicinal  ufe  very  notably, 
by  the  help  of  other  things,  and  by  being  diifolved 
fundry  ways. 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 

By  what  means  this  mojl  pure  Calx  of  Gold  is  to  he 
farther  opened,  whereby  it  may  be  inverted  f  made 
volatile,  and  rendred  like  to  a  Vegetable, 

*  o 

This  tender  Sol  or  Calx  may  be  brought  to  fuch 
a  pafs,  without  any  corrofive  in  14  hours  fpace, 
as  that  it  fhall  not  remain  a  fixed  metalline  Body,  but 
become  wholly  volatile  as  it  was  at  its  beginning. 
Now  this  is  effefted  by  the  help  of  the  Salt  of 
Nature  onely,  which  is  to  be  found  every  where, 
and  may  be  gotten  by  the  poor  as  well  as  by  the 
rich.  Yea  fbeafie  as  that  it  is  fcarce  credible,  ftiould 
it  be  manifefted  openly  and  clearty,  and  which  thofe 
Brethren  of  ignorance  and  proud  Court-like  Flatte¬ 
rers  would  entertain  with  fcorn  and  derifion,  and 
accompt  the  truth  it  felf  to  be  a  lie,  as  hath  been 
oft  times  done  hitherto.  ’Tis  better  therefore  to  pafs 
over  fuch  things  in  filence,  than  by  benefitting  others 
to  injure  ones  felf.  For  fuch  Arcana’s  are  to  be 
wrapt  up  in  filence,  and  not  to  be  caft  before  fuch 
Hogs.  But  yet  to  the  Adept  fhall  be  revealed  fuch 
things  in  the  end  of  this  writing  or  treatife,  as  they 
have  been  hitherto  ignorant  of 

CHAP.  V. 

QUeCry ,  Whether  or  no  thefe  moll  fubtil  Atoms  of  Gold  are 
capable  of  performing  any  thing  in  Medicine,  and  of 
difplaying  their  hidden  Vertues  like  Vegetables,  with¬ 
out  any  other  unlocking  of  them. 

FO  R  anfwer,  I  fay  no.  For  the  Stomach  is  too 
weak  to  difiolve  and  get  thence  that  efficacy  as  ft 
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doth  from  Vegetables,  though  it  be  thus  reduced 
in  a  moft  tender  and  fubtile  fubitance.  In  vain 
therefore  is  it  adminiftred  to  the  lick,  becaule  it  pal- 
feth  out  again  with  the  Excrements  fo  as  twas  taken 
in,  and  that  without  any  remarkable  efficacy. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Qu^ry,  Whether  or  no  the  Stomach  may  not  he  fo  helfd 
as  that  it  may  be  able  to  di£ol've  and  confume  Gold 
as  well  as  Iron  and  Copper. 

s 

FO  R  anfwer  I  fay,  yes.  And  forafmuch  as  the 
moft  thin  filings  of  Iron  and  Copper,  being  gi¬ 
ven  any  one  to  drink,  arc  digefted  and  confumed 
by  the  natural  acidity  of  the  Stomach,  or  are  by 
diflblution  there  turned  into  Vitriol,  which  (faid  Vi¬ 
triol)  doth  vehemently  ftir  up  the  Body  by  Vomit, 
and  by  Stool  (  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  ex¬ 
hibited  Metals)  and  killeth  the  Worms  both  in  old 
and  young  folks,  and  cafteth  them  forth,  and  co- 
loureth  the  very  Excrements  as  black  as  a  Coal  ; 
hereby  evidently  demonftrating,  that  being  diflblved 
and  conlumed  by  the  Stomach,  it  hath  brought  out, 
together  with  it  lelf,  the  flain  Worms;  Any  body 
may  eafily  conjedure  that  the  Acidity  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach  was  Efficiently  ftrong  to  let  upon  the  two  a- 
forefaid  Metals,  being  of  a  Salt  nature,  and  of  an 
eafie  Solution,  and  to  reduce  them  fo  far  as  to  caufe 
them  to  difplay  their  hidden  Vertues.  But  now  the 
Stomach  is  not  endued  with  fo  ftrong  an  Acidity,  as 
to  be  able  to  let  upon  and  diflblve  Gold  and  Silver, 
being  Metals  as  ’twere  void  of  Salt,  and  admitting 
no  Solution  there.  Hereupon  it  ufually  happens, 
that  they  being  ufed  inwardly  in  Medicine,  do  come 
away  with  the  Excrements  in  Ech  form  as  they  were 
adminiftred  in.  Thence  do  the  unskilful]  conclude 
(  but  falfly  )  that  there  are  no  Vertues  in  Gold  and 
Silver,  becaufe  that  being  brought  into  a  moft  Ebtile 
Powder,  and  adminiftred  to  the  lick,  they  are  not- 
withftanding  deftitute  of  any  kind  of  Vertues.  The 
realon  why  they  do  not  operate  at  all  is,  becaufe  the 
Acidity  of  the  Stomach  is  not  Efficient  enough  to 
work  upon  them,  and  to  ftir  them  up  to  operation. 
But  being  diflblved  by  Acid  Spirits,  viz,,  the  Gold  by 
Spirit  of  Salt,  and  the  Silver  by  Spirit  of  Niter,  they 
doe  evidently  Ihew  their  Vertues  in  Medicine,  being 
inwardly  taken,  and  do  purge  the  Body  nolels  than 
Copper  and  Iron  doe,  and  do  withall  colour  the 
Excrements  black,  and  kill  the  Worms  both  in  old 
and  young  :  Neither  indeed  will  any  find  a  more 
preEnt  remedy  for  killing  the  Worms,  which  do  oft- 
times  deftroy  many  Infants  and  Children  deftitute 
of  any  kind  of  help,  than  the  Vitriol  of  Gold  and 
Silver",  about  which  lhall  be  written  a  peculiar 
Chapter  anon. 

But  forafmuch  as  the  dilTolved  Metals,  but  elpe- 
dally  Gold  and  Silver,  do  by  their  ungrateful!  fa¬ 
vour  offend  the  Palate,  and  dye  the  Tongue  and 
Lips  of  a  black  Colour  ;  Men  do  abhor  to  ule  them, 
although  they  might  be  very  helpfull  in  Medicine  : 
But  however  theE  diEommodities  may  be  preven¬ 
ted,  by  rendring  the  Eid  Metals  acceptable  to  the 
Palate,  and  E  ordering  them  as  that  they  (hall  no 
more  Colour  the  Lips,  but  evidently  ftiew  forth 
their  Vertues,  and  perform  great  matters  in  Medi¬ 
cine.  This  now  may  be  done  divers  ways ,  Erne 
whereof  fhall  be  here  deferibed  and  declared. 


CHAP.  VII.  I 

By  what  means  Gold  may  be  brought  to  fuch  a  pafs  as 
that  (being  inwardly  made  ufe  of  in  Medicine)  it 
may  difplay  its  virtues  and  he  Jlirred  up  to  operation 
by  a  guider  (or  leading  Card  as  ^ twere)  added  there¬ 
unto, 

Gold  being  reduced  by  the  way  now  fpoken 
of  into  moft  tender  (  Atoms,  may  be  Erred  1 
up  divers  ways,  E  as  that  being  inwardly  adminif-  ! 
tred,  it  may  manifeft  its  virtues  and  that  notably  and 
efficacioufly.  ‘ 

As  firft  when  Ech  Saks  are  thereunto  added  as  ' 
do  corroborate  the  Stomach,  and  augmsent  its  acidi-  ' 
ty,  fo  as  to  make  it  ftrong  enough  to  work  upon  the 
tender  Gold  and  diflblve  it,  and  to  turn  it  into  Vi¬ 
triol  in  the  Stomach,  in  which  cafe  xuy  Sal  Mirabi¬ 
lis  is  very  excellent,  but  yet  other  Salts  are  not  to  be 
defpiEd,  to  each  of  which  I  give  the  honour  due  . 
unto  them. 

Then  farther,  the  fame  may  be  done  when  Ech 
Mineral  Species  are  added  to  the  Eid  Golden  Calx 
as  do  by  their  natural  propriety  expell  by  Sweat  and 
Urine  ;  For  a  Mineral  Medicine,  as  Eon  as  ever  it 
begins  its  operation  in  the  Body,  whether  by  Sweat 
or  by  expulfion  by  Urine,  doth  alE  ftir  up  the  Gold 
to  operate,  E  that  it  works  too  after  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Medicament  adjoyned  to  it  is  wont  to  ope¬ 
rate  ,  juft  as  ’tis  ufually  wont  to  be  in  Erne  kind  of 
Fraternity  or  ConErtEip ;  If  one  begins  to  fing,  to 
dance,  to  be  enamoured  with  a  Virgin,  to  brawl,  or 
to  play,  he  prefently  ftirs  up  others  to  do  the  fame, 
who  would  otherwiE  have  abode  ^hll.  Now  as  to 
the  Minerals,  amongft  the  many  inciters  there.  An¬ 
timony  obtaineth  the  firft  place,  and  doth  ftir  up  to 
operate  with  himElf  any  Ech  things  as  are  thereun¬ 
to  adjoined,  whether  they  be  Gold  or  Silver,  yea 
though  they  be  dead.  And  E  a  Mineral  being  pur¬ 
gative,  or  Diuretick,  being  mixt  with  Gold,  doth  per¬ 
form  its  operation  much  more  Efely  and  efficacioufly 
than  if  it  were  alone  and  uEd  per  /e,  inwardly,  with- ' 
out  any  addition  of  Gold  thereunto.  For  the  ten-  ^ 
der  Gold  is  ftirred  up  and  driven  as  ’twere  to  Co¬ 
operate  together  with  the  operation  of  the  Mineral 
Medicament,  which  otherwiE,  and  without  Ech  an 
impullion  and  incitement  would  have  remained  as 
dead,  and  void  of  any  kind  of  operatEn,  and  E 
pafled  forth  together  with  the  Excrements. 


CHAP.  VIII.  ‘ 

yi  better  way  of  making  Gold  and  Silver  living  and  \ 
ejfcacioits. 

Gold  and  Silver  may  be  made  living  and  effi-  - 
cacious  after  another  and  better  way  and  man¬ 
ner,  thus.  If  they  be  diflblved  in  fuitable  Waters,  | 
and  made  Spiritual,  and  E  ufed  in  Medicine,  for 
they  are  by  this  means  fitted  to  operate  and  dilplay 
their  Vertues  after  their  manner,  and  according  to  i 
their  preparation.  V 

The  manner  of  making  Ech  well  opened  and  un-  | 
locked  Golden  Water,  I  taught  Erne  years  fince,  and  ^ 

publifhed  it  under  the  title  of  Aurum  Votabile.  For  * 

I  then  knew  a  way  of  reducing  Gold  into  a  white 
Water  by  Erne  certain  Medicinal  Salts,  and  have  ic 

now 
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now  by  me  at  all  times,  as  being  better  and  far  more 
excellent  than  that  former  Aurum  Votahile^  and  may 
fupply  the  place  of  an  Univerfal  Medicine  ;  and  that 
on  this  account,  becaufe  it  doth  operate  univerfally 
in  all  curable  difeafes,  and  doth  withall  excell  all  the 
other  Medicaments  that  I  know  of  in  its  wholfome 
operation,  for  it  doth  by  little  and  little  expell  every 
obnoxious  thing  out  of  the  whole  body.  I  confefs 
that  the  fame  things  are  performed  by  my  Golden 
Vanacaa^  or  my  Purging  Gold,  and  Diaphoretick 
Gold,  but  in  fome  cales  I  prefer  this  white  Aurum 
Totabik  of  mine,  as  I  now  prepare  it,  before  them, 
for  it  hath  an  invifible  and  contrary  or  different  ope- 
ration  from  my  Purging  Gold,  or  Golden  Vanaccea, 
which  do,  for  the  moft  part,  work  vifibly.  And 
whereas  I  have  formerly  divulged  thofe  Medicaments 
in  my  Treaties,  I  will  omit  their  fuperfluous  delcrip 
tion  here,  and  onely  add  thus  much.  That  thefe 
three  Medicaments  of  mine,  viz,  the  Golden  Fana- 
caa^  my  Diaphoretick  Gold,  and  my  white  Aurum 
Totabile  are  fo  abundantly  fufficient  both  for  the  pre 
fcrving  from,  and  curing  of  all  difeafes,  that  whofo- 
ever  will  onely  ufe  them,  need  not  at  all  any  other 
Medicaments. 

But  forafmuch  as  Men  are  delighted  with  variety, 
and  that  fometimes  fuch  or  fuch  a  coloured  Medi 
cine,  or  fuch  an  Odour  or  Savour  is  far  more  accep¬ 
table,  I  have  judged  it  worth  while  to  add  for  the 
fake  of  the  fick  yet  two  or  three  excellent  Medicines 
more,  and  fuch,  as  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge , 
were  as  yet  never  divulged.  ’Tis  at  every  ones  li 
berty  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  an  one  as  beft  likes  him, 
or  now  and  then  to  try  this  Medicine  or  that,  and 
fo  to  make  ufe  of  that  which  beft  pleafeth  him. 

The  incomparable  Faracelfm,  the  Monarch  of  Phi 
:  lofbphers  and  Phyficians,  fuppofed,  that  thefe  four 
Minerals,  viz,.  Sulphur^  Mercury.,  Antimony^  and'Fi- 
trtol,  did  prop  up  the  whole  Medicinal  Art,  like  fb 
j  many  Capital  Pillars,  and  that  by  them  mought  all 
'  things  be  prepared,  as  were  neceffarily  requilite  for 
I  any  kind  of  cure.  And  indeed  the  thing  it  felf  (  or 
t  the  etfeft: )  fufficiently  proves  the  truth  of  this  opi- 
■  nion,  and  fb  doe  thofe  four  Minerals  themfelves  too, 
if  they  be  but  diffeded,  purged,  and  prepared  accor¬ 
ding  to  Art,  elfe  th&y  are  of  no  worth,  but  doe  more 
hurt  than  good,  becaufe  if  they  be  not  duely  prepa¬ 
red,  they  are  nor  deprived  of  their  Venenofity,  and 
are  not  turned  into  wholfome  Medicines.  But  as  for 
fuch  as  are  fet  to  fale  in  our  days  in  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  (hops,  they  are  verily  but  of  fmall  moment  For 
the  Antimony  which  (  being  turned  intoGlafs)  they 
fell,  hath  never  as  yet  admitted  of  any  feparation  of 
the  good  from  the  evil. 

Andasfor  Aferc«rv,they  turn  him  into  a  Sublimate, 
abounding  with  Venom,  and  likewife  into  a  red  Pre¬ 
cipitate,  both  of  which  are  fufficiently  hazardous 
both  in  external  and  internal  Medicinal  ufes ;  For 
the  vulgar  Mercury  never  defifteth  from  his  malice, 
unlefs  it  be  exalted  by  a  fafer  and  better  preparation. 
It  is  fufficient  (to  fay  )  that  being  prepared  after  the 
aforefaid  ufual  ways,  it  ought  to  be  wholly  fhunned, 
and  fo  it  will  not  create  any  danger. 

As  for  Common  Sulphur,  although  it  be  exalted 
into  Flores,  and  thofe  exceeding  fubtile  too,  fuch  as 
are  at  this  day  in  ufe,  yet  ftiews  it  no  wonderfull 
.j  matters ;  for  there  is  not  as  yet  made  any  feparation 
of  the  pure  part  from  the  impure,  neither  is  it  tho¬ 
roughly  opened  by  Sublimation,  or  rendered  fubtile 
i  or  ft;,  to  operate  upon  the  Body  of  Man ;  for  as  it 
was  taken  in,  fo  it  paffeth  out  with  the  Excrements ; 


For  the  Acidity  of  the  Stomach  cannot  diflblve  it ; 
fo  far  is  it  from  yielding  to  the  Stomach  any  effi¬ 
cacy,  for  a  ftrong  Aej.  Fortis  Cannot  dilfolve  it. 

As  for  Vitriol,  it  yields  the  Workmen  an  auftere 
or  foWr  Oil,  and  a  fharp  Spirit,  little  availing  to 
Medicinal  ufes,  this  onely  excepted,  viz,,  the  mixing 
it  with  cooling  Syrups  and  Conferves,  gives  them  a 
gratefull  fowrifhnefs ;  the  which  Spirit  of  Salt  well 
reeftified,  would  perform  much  better.  Hence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  thefe  four  Minerals,  according 
as  they  are  at  this  day  ufed,  and  fold  by  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  cannot  be  accounted  for  the  four  Pillars  of 
the  whole  Body  of  Medicine,  and  poflefs  that  title 
which  Faracelfm  exalceth  thefn  by,  unlefs  they  are 
prepared  after  another  manner  than  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  ' 

As  for  Sulphur,  I  bring  it  to  the  higheft  purity 
by  a  due  wafhing,  and  do  by  fuitable  and  proper 
Salts  turn  the  fame,  together  with  Gold,  into  a  clear 
water,  that  fo  our  Nature  may  affume  it  to  it  felf,  as 
is  to  be  feen  in  my  Aurum  Forabile. 

I  draw  from  Antimony  its  purer  part ,  and  I  im¬ 
plant  it  in  exceedingly  well  prepared  Gold,  that  it 
may  make  the  Gold  efficacious,  witnefs  my  Purging 
Gold. 

Inftead  of  the  common  Vitriol,  I  ufe  the  Vitriol 
made  ofoGoId,  the  which  is  wont  to  perform  fuch 
effefts  in  Medicine  as  the  common  Vitriol  never  will, 
as  fhall  be  taught  by  and  by. 

Inftead  of  the  common  and  poyfonous  Mercury, 

I  make  ufe  of  a  Mercury  prepared  out  of  a  good  Me¬ 
tal,  or  artificially  extracted  by  a  certain  Magnet  from 
the  beams  of  Sol  and  Lune,  as  fhall  be  taught  anon. 
And  this  Mercury  is  rightly  called  the  Univerfal  Mer¬ 
cury  of  the  Philofophers,  becaufe  being  as  yet  an  in¬ 
vifible  thing,  is  exrra(fted  out  of  the  Air,  and  made 
vifible  and  palpable,  and  is  the  effeftor  of  wonder- 
full  things  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy,  as  we  fhall 
hear  anon. 

But  before  I  proceed  to' Vitriol  and  Mercury,  I 
count  it  fit,  firft  to  let  down  a  good  Medicine  prepa¬ 
red  out  of  Silver  by  the  help  of  Antimony,  that  fb 
every  body  may  know,  that  even  Gold  and  Silver 
(how  thick  and  com  pad  foever  they  be)  may,  by 
the  addition  of  other  Medicinal  Subjeds,  be  quick- 
ned  and  ftirred  up,  and  be  brought  to  fuch  a  pafs  as 
to  emit  their  Vertues,  as  we  have  afore  mentioned 
more  at  large.  The  preparation  of  this  Medicine 
out  of  Silver  and  Antimony  is  as  followeth. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Fhe  manner  of  preparing  a  good  Medicament  out  of 

Silver  and  Antimony. 

IN  the  firft  place  prepare  out  of  the  Mineral  or 
Oar  of  Antimony  an  Acetum  by  diftillation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Art ;  Then  take  one  part  of  the  beft  An¬ 
timony,  and  two  parts  of  the  Calx  of  Silver  ;  which 
being  well  walked,  mix  it  with  the  Antimony,  by 
grinding  them  very  well  together,  that  they  may  be 
changed  into  a  grayifli  or  fomewhat  a  blackifh  Pow¬ 
der.  Put  this  Powder  into  a  finall  Glafs,  Cucurbit 
or  little  Retort,  ^and  pour  thereupon  fb  much  of  the 
Antimonial  Vinegar  as  may  ferve  to  bring  the  faid 
Powder  into  a  thin  Pultis  or  Pap.  Put  the  Glafs  in 
Sand,  and  diftill  off  the  faid  Vinegar,  this  pouring 
on,  and  drawing  off  let  be  fo  often  repeated  untill 
the  Antimony  ffiall  have  loft  its  blacknefs,  and  the 
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Silver  its  whicenefs^  and  be  both  of  them  turned  in¬ 
to  a  red  Stone,  like  to  Cinakr,  which  is  ufually  done 
in  the  third  or  fourth  Cohobation. 

Note  well,  if  fuch  an  errour  (hould  be  committed 
as  that  your  fire  being  too  ftrong  (hould  when  you 
draw  off  the  Acetum  melt  the  maft  in  the  Glafs,  it 
would  be  rendred  wholly  uncapable  of  admitting  or 
drinking  up  the  Acetum^  and  then  you  muff  of  ne¬ 
ce  fllty  break  the  Glafs  and  take  out  the  mafs  and  re¬ 
duce  it  again  into  fmall  Powder  by  grinding,  and 
repeat  the  operations  according  to  the  aforefeid  way. 
This  Medicament  being  turned  into  a  red  Stone, and 
ground  upon  a  Marble  into  a  moft  fubtile  Powder, 
is  called  by  me  purging  and  may  be  made  u(e 
ofin  all  Difeafes  as  a  kind  of  Fanacaa^  (like  as  my 
purging  Gold  may  be)  with  great  fruit  and  good 
fuccefs.  For  this  Medicine  of  Silver  doth  operate 
very  gently,  expelling  all  evil  humours  out  of  all  the 
Members  of  the  whole  Body  of  Man,  and  this  (carce 
any  other  Medicine  will  do  fave  my  golden  Vanacaa. 
For  ic  leaveth  no  impurity  in  the  Body,  (but  expels 
it)  not  onely  by  purgation,  but  alfo  by  Sweat  and 
Urine.  If  you  (hould  chance  to  err  and  take  too  big 
a  Dofe,  it  will  alfo  caufe  vomiting,  but  efpecially 
with  fuch  as  abounding  with  Choler  are  prone  to^ 
Vomit.  To  Infants  under  four  Weeks  q\d  may  a- 
Dofe  be  given  of  about  the  bignefs  of  a  Rape  Seed, 
and  be  mixtinaSpoon  with  a  little  of  its  Mothers 
Milk,  and  fo  given  them.  It  conferves  them  free 
from  the  invafion  of  the  Epilepfie,  and  frees  them. 
If  you  find  that  they  are  infedted  with  the  Small  pox 
or  the  like,  within  a  years  fpace,  the  Dofe  is  to  be 
augmented,  and  a  fourth  or  eighth  part  of  a  grain 
may  be  adminiftred  to  them,  the  which  will  bring 
out  of  the  Infants  all  the  impurities  Jby  Stool,  and 
preferve  the  Face  untouched.  Thofe  that  are  from 
one  to  two,  or  twelve  years  of  age,  and  being  trou 
bled  with  the  Worms,  do  fall  into  acute  Feavers, 
(and  hereby  a  great  many  perifh  deftitute  of  all  help) 
may  have  the  Dole  augmented  if  need  be,  and  that 
as  their  age  is,  from  |  a  grain  to  two  grains,  for  fo 
the  Worms  will  be  killed,  and  the  Feaver  (ent  pack¬ 
ing.  Nay  farther,  if  the  Feavers  in  Children,  be 
they  Boys  or  Girls,  do  not  proceed  from  the  Worms 
but  from  other  caufes,  yet  may  fo  much  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine  be  adminiftred  to  them  as  may  be  requifite  to 
purge  and  fweat  them,  and  by  this  means  will  they 
be  (without  any  hazard  of  their  lives j  reftored  to 
their  former  health.  There  can  fcarce  be  found  a 
more  profitable  and  more  prefent  remedy  againft  the 
Plague  and  other  Feavers  in  young  men,  middle 
aged  men,  and  old  men  than  my  golden  Vmacaa 
or  purging  Gold,  and  this  fame  purging  Lune  here 
defcribed,  the  Dofe  is  from  one  grain  to  five  or  fix 
grains  with  reference  to  the  age  and  Difeafe.  Such 
a  Dyet  is  to  be  obferved  as  I  have  preferibed  in  the 
ufe  of  my  Vanacaa^  «uiz,.  that  the  Sick  ( after  the 
taking  of  this  purging  Silver)  do  abftain  from  Sleep 
and  all  kind  of  Food  for  three  or  four  hours  at  lealt, 
and  beware  of  the  cold  Air,  and  have  an  efpecial 
regard  to  keep  a  good  Dyet.  This  Medicine  of  mine, 
together  with  my  Vmacaa  Aurea  (or  golden  uni 
verfal  Medicine)  may  be  ^fely,  and  without  any 
,  fear  of  danger  made  u(e  of  in  the  French  Pox,  Drop- 
(ie,  Leprofie,  Stone,  Gout,  and  other  fuch  Difeales, 
whatever  name  they  are  called  by ;  infbmuch  that 
men  may  (next  their  truft  in  God)  fafely  confide 
therein.  Andbefides  by  this  Medicament  may  very 
many  things  be  perfornjed  in  metalline  affairs,  the 
difeovering  ©f  which  we  (h^Il  at  this  time  omit,  con¬ 


tenting  our  felves  with  having  fliewn  the  things  that 
appertains  to  the  u(e  of  Medicine.  Furthermore  it 
is  likewife  notably  efficacious  in  curing  of  external 
Wounds  and  Ulcers,  provided  it  be  difcreetly  admi¬ 
niftred  inwardly,  and  the  external  defers  of  the 
body  be  kept  (weetand  clean.  There  will  in  a  (bore 
time  be  much  more  benefit  received  therefrom,  tharj 
from  fuch  a  deal  of  Ointments  and  Emplaifters  as  are 
frequently  ufed.  Praife  God  and  give  him  thanks 
for  fuch  great  benefits. 


CHAP.  X. 

The  preparation  of  the  Vitriol  of  Gold  and  its  ufe  in 
dltine. 

DIffolve  Gold  in  fome  acid  fulphureous  Sal  Mira^ 
hilis^  and  not  alkalizated,  ^izj.  by  the  moift 
way,  pals  the  folution  through  a  Philter,  andabftradt 
the  unprofitable  Phlegm  (b  far  untill  there  appear  a 
thin  skin  at  the  top,  which  appearing,  fet  the  re¬ 
mainder  in  the  cold,  and  you  (hall  get  a  green  Stone 
like  to  an  Emrald.  That  part  of  the  Liquor  which 
is  not  (hot,  evaporate  again  even  fo  long  till  a  skin 
'appears,  that  (o  you  may  get  the  reft- of  your  Vitri¬ 
ol  :  So  all  the  Gold  will  together  with  the  Sal  Mira- 
i-i/a- (hoot  into  a  Vitriol,  relembling  the  greennefs  of 
Gra(s,  (and  (b  green)  as  nature  never  produced  the 
like.  In  this  Smaragdine  Table  are  found  written 
(or  engraven)  many  wonderfull  things,  which  will 
neither  be  read  nor  underftood  by  every  body.  I 
will  hint  fome  few  things  concerning  it,  and  (uch  as 
appertain  to  Medicine ;  And  in  the  firll  place,  whap 
kind  of  Vitriol  this  ought  to  be,  and  what  notes  and 
marks  it  is  to  be  diftingui(hed  by,  (as  thus )  a  little 
of  it  being  rubbed  with  your  thumb,  on  pure  or 
clean (ed  Iron,  doth  guild  ic  of  a  golden  colour, 
whereas  the  common  Vitriol  makes  the  Iron  look  of 
a  coppery  colour.  This  is  a  fign  of  this  golden  Vitri¬ 
ol’s  being  prepared  after  a  due  manner,  which  faid 
Vitriol  will  effeeft  thofe  things  in  Medicine  which  I 
am  about  to  aferibe  to  ic.  Befides,  ic  makes  Copper 
and  Brafs  (hew  ofa  golden  colour  and  performs  won¬ 
derfull  things  with  Mercury,  if  digefted  with  it,  in 
the  moift  way,  but  for  brevity  lake  I  omit  the(e 
things.  For  ic  grows  like  a  little  Tree,  and  fends 
forth  golden  Sprouts. 

As  touching  its  Medicinal  Virtues  fuch  of  them 
as  I  have  found  out,  are  here  briefly  defcribed  ; 
without  queftion  there  lie  hid  in  it  yet  more  and 
more  excellent  Virtues,  which  as  yet  are  unknown 
unto  me,  but  will  come  to  light  in  procefs  of  time. 

But  the  chief  efficacy  and  virtue  of  this  golden  Vi¬ 
triol  as  far  as  I  know,  doth  confift  in  purging  and 
bringing  out  all  evil  and  noxious  humours  out  of  the 
whole  body  of  Man,  and  withall  in  corroborating 
and  ftrengthening  him.  And  as  to  this  office  icout- 
ftrips  all  other  Medicines  whatfbever.  Nay  more, 
it  performs  its  operation  (peedily,  yea  morefpeedily 
than  any  other  purge  doth.  For  as  foon  as  ever  it 
(hall  be  taken  into  the  body  it  doth  prefencly  begin 
to  work,  becau(e  the  Salt  is  foluble,  and  therefore 
fuch  bodies  as  are  not  opened,  can’t  ac  all  compare 
with  it,  for  they  muft  neceffarily  lie  in  the  Stomach 
at  lead  half  an  hour,  or  a  whole  hour  before  they 
begin  their  operation.  And  becaule  every  common 
Vitriol  is  a  capital  enemy  to  all  the  Worms  of  the  Bel¬ 
ly,  and  the  Feavers  ariling  therefrom,  wherewith  a 
very  many  Infants  both  Boys  and  Girls  do  die,  void 
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of  all  kind  of  help,  I  do  moft  highly  commend  this 
Vitriol  of  Gold  to  all  fuch  Fathers  and  Mothers  of 
;^milies,  whole  Children  are  dear  unto  them,  that 
tney  at  all  times  have  it  in  a  readinefs,  to  be  made  ufe 
ol  in  caies  of  neceflity.  For  verily  I  never  found  any 
better  or  certainer  Remedy  againft  the  Worms  than 
tnisvery^me,  becaufe  it  not  onely  kills  them,  but 
ai  o  calls  them  our,  and  doth  by  ftrengthening  the 
MCK,  take  away  all  the  Feavers  both  of  old  and 
youi^.  It  is  allb  a  moft  great  lecret  in  the  Plague, 
Difeafe  verily,  a  longer  delay  or  abiding 
^  Medicine  in  the  Body  (without  working)  is 
nurtfull.  Befides,  it  is  not  onely  a  certain  and  fafe 
prative  Medicine,  but  likewife  a  prefervative  too 
in  the  Plague,  and  in  all  acute  and  contageous  Fea¬ 
vers,  as  well  of  young  as  old,  the  like  to  which  is 
Icarce,  yea  very  rare  to  be  found.  For  this  Vitriol 
doth  Ipeedily  and  fwiftly  draw  back  from  the  heart 
every  Poifon,  and  every  burning  heat,  and  being 
drawn  back  from  all  the  Members  of  the  whole  Bo 
dy,  doth  drive  it  forth  by  all  the  Emunclories  of  the 
whole  Body,  but  principally  by  Stool  and  Sweat. 
Furthermore,  iftheDileale  require  it,  and  the  Pati¬ 
ents  ftrength  permit  it,  it  may  be  aclminiftred  in  a 
bigger  Dole,  and  then  ’twill  provoke  to  Vomit,  and 
powerfully  expel  Choler.  It  doth  in  the  Lues  Vene¬ 
rea  fhew  it  felf  moft  efficacioufly  virtuous,  and  pow¬ 
erfully  cafts  out  Tartarous  Fluxes  and  acute  hu¬ 
mours  out  of  all  the  whole  Body :  By  which  opera¬ 
tion  it  likewife  brings  much  help  and  comfort  to  fuch 
as  are  troubled  with  the  Stone  and  Gout,  it  removes 
the  Epilepfie  both  from  young  and  old,  and  frees  the 
Hydropical  of  the  Water  betwixt  the  Skin.  And 
that  I  may  comprile  all  as  ’twere  in  one  word,  ’tis 
fitch  an  univerfal  purge  as  that  it  roots  out  of  the  w  hole 
Body  whatfoever  is  found  to  be  hurtfull  and  ofFen- 
five  therein.  It  hath  notits  fellow  as  to  Remedy  the 
Feaversof  Children  whether  proceeding  from  Worms 
or  from  a  corrupted  Stomach,  the  which  kill  fuch' 
abundance  of  Infants  of  both  Sexes,  without  any 
help  left.  Nor  do  I  think  that  there  can  be  found 
a  better  Remedy  in  the  Plague,  and  in  all  other  a- 
cure  Feavers  which  ufually  kill  Men  fuddenly,  than 
this  Vitriol  of  Gold,  if  it  be  but  rightly  made  ufe  of 
The  Dofe  is  fmall,  and  is  eafily  made  pleafant  to 
Childrens  Palats,  by  putting  a  little  Sugar  thereunto, 
or  fome  fuch  like  fweet  things.  To  Infants  newly 
born,  you  may  give  fcarce  an  eighth  part  of  a  grain, 
againft  (or  to  prevent)  the  Epilepfie,  or  Convulfi 
ons.  To  fuch  as  are  from  one  year  old,  to  lo  or 
I  z  years  of  age,  the  Dole  may  be  one,  two,  or  three 
grains,  according  as  their  age  is,  the  which  Dole 
may  be  augmented  in  fuch  as  are  older,  according 
as  the  age  and  condition  of  the  Sick  requires.  Where 
the  Difeafe  is  Worms,  there  the  Dole  muft  be  fd 
ftrong  as  not  onely  by  well  purging  to  kill  them, 
but  alfo  to  caft  them  forth  when  killed.  For  from 
thofe  flain  Worms,  if  they  abide  in  the  Bowels, 
other  new  Worms  ufually  breed.  I  hope  that  by 
my  thus  revealing  this  Medicament,  I  ftiallfb  bring  it 
to  pals,  as  that  for  the  time  to  come,  fb  many  In¬ 
fants  both  Boys  and  Girls  will  not  be  deftroyed  by 
Feavers  arifing  from  Worms,  but  very  many  will  be 
•  fafely  preferved  from  fo  immature  a  death. 

But  here,  fome  or  other  may  fay  or  at  leaft  think 
within  himfelf,  what  is  the  reafon  that  I  have  fuch 
an  efpecial  regard  to  Infants  and  Children,  and  am 
Id  very  fdlicirous  of  preferving  them  from  an  untime¬ 
ly  end.  I  anfwer  hereunto,  that  nothing  is  more 
fiecelfary  than  to  afford  fome  comfortable  due  help  to 
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as  concerning  fuch  bitter  Medicaments; 

tn  Mouth,  but  be  made  Id  in  the  Stomach,  I  lav 
that  the  Metals  are  fuch,  and  efpecially  Iron,  Cop¬ 
per,  Gold  and  Silver,  the  which  being  difldlved  do 
obtain  a  very  bitter  and  ungratefull  Savour  But 
the  reafon  why  Gold  and  Silver  being  taken  into  the 
body,  when  they  are  filed  and  ground  moft  exceed¬ 
ing  Imall,  do  not  operate  any  thing  at  all,  comes 
from  thence,  viz.  bccaufe  the  Acidity  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach' 


13^ 


The  'fourth  fart  of 


Parc 


mich  is  too  weak  to  fee  upon  them  :  And  therefore 
’tis  necelfary  that  they  be  firft  converted  into  Vitri¬ 
ols  if  vou  would  have  them  operative  in  the  Sto- 
mach/as  I  have  taught  you  concerning  Gold.  But 
forafmuch  as  every  Body  cannot  be  Mafters  of  fuch 
a  golden  or  filver  Vitriol,  it  feemed  expedient  to  me 
to  reveal  to  the  poor,  a  certain  and  never  failing  Se¬ 
cret,  by  the  help  whereof  the  Worms  both  in  old 
People  and  young  are  killed. 

It  is  not  unknown  to  Phyficians  chat  every  com¬ 
mon  Vitriol  wherewith  Dyers  ufe  to  dye  their  black 
Colour,  doth  f  being  adminiftred  to  young  People) 
kill  the  Worms  and  caft  them  out  too.  But  becaufe 
of  its  unpleafant  and  odd  taft  ’tis  a  hard  matter  to 
make  Children  take  it.  But  now  if  you  do  a  little 
more  accurately  examine  the  properties  of  common 
Vitriol,  you  will  find  it  to  be  nothing  elfe  but  a  mere 
acid  Salt,  by  which  Iron  or  Copper,  or  both  toge 
ther  arediflfolved  in  the  Earth,  by  nature.  If  now 
we  are  fo  minded,  we  can  alfo  make  a  Vitriol  in  the 
Stomach,  which  will  be  equally  as  operative  as  that 
which  is  made  by  nature  and  taken  in  at  the  mouth, 
and ’tis  done  thus.  If  we  give  moft  fmall  filings  of 
Iron  or  Copper  to  little  Infants  m  a  due  weight,  thefe 
now  may  be  eafily  adminiftred  unto  them,  as  con 
raining  no  ungratefull  taft.  For,  being  reduced  into 
thin  or  curious  filings,  and  being  a  metal  eafily  ad 
mitting  of  Solution,  as  foon  as  ever  it  comes  into  the 
Stomach,  the  Acidity  of  the  Stomach  doth  meet  with 
it,  by  which  ’tis  eafily  dilTolved,  and  turned  into  a 
Vitriol,  and  fo  endued  with  the  very  fame  operation 
as  that  is,  which  is  prepared  in  the  Earth  by  Na 
cure. 

But  you  are  here  to  obferve  the  difference  that  is 
betwixt  the  filings  of  Copper  and  Iron,  and  that  is 
this,  the  Copper  works  ftrongly,  and  the  Iron  much 
milder.  Befides  the  Copper  makes  the  Stomach 
vomit,  but  the  Iron  caufeth  no  Vomits,  and  doth 
very  rarely  difturb  the  Stomach,  and  when  it  doth, 
’tis  onely  in  this  cafe,  -uiss.  when  ’tis  adminiftred  in 
too  great  a  Dofe. ,  Therefore  amongft  all  fuch  Me 
dicaments,  Iron  is  the  beft,  the  fafeft,  and  the  leaft 
coft,  though  to  proud  men  it  may  appear  fufficient- 
ly  vile  and  bale.  Nor  is  it  to  be  queftioned  but  that 
the  brethren  of  ignorance  will  entertain  it  with  de- 
rifion,  and  lay ;  if  Glauber  knows  no  better  remedy 
for  the  Worms  than  this,  which  confifts  of  the  grofs 
filings  of  Iron,  he  had  done  a  great  deal  better  to 
have  kept  it  onely  to  himfelf:  And  if  Iron  abounds 
with  fuch  Venues  there's  no  reafbn  for  him  fo  to 
praife  his  pretious  Vitriol  of  Gold  with  fuch  a  deal 
of  commendations.  To  this  lanfwer,  that  my  aim 
in  teaching  the  preparation  of  the  Vitriol  of  Gold  is 
not  directed  for  the  Worms  in  Children  fo  much.  But 
I  have  added  this  remedy  of  Iron  to  the  defoription 
I  have  made  of  the  vertues  of  the  golden  Vitriol,  to 
this  end,  that  I  may  demonftrate  it  felf  alfo  is  fo 
excellent  a  remedy  againft  Worms,  and  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  thole  Feavers  as  are  caufed  by  them.  But 
becaufe  their  cure  can  be  more  eafily  perfedted  (  as 
we  juft  now  fpake  about  the  filings  of  Iron  )  ’tis 
worth  the  while  to  have  regard  to  the  way  that  is 
moft  compendious.  He  that  pleafeth  may  admini- 
fter  of  the  Vitriol  of  Gold,  but  I  commend  Iron  to 
fuch  as  are  poor,  for  they  may  have  that  even  every 
where.  There  is  no  Village  fo  fmall  but  hath  a  Smith 
living  in  it,  who  can  when  your  necelTity  requires 
fupply  you  with  fome  filings  of  Iron. 

But  that  my  mind  may  be  fully  underftood,  I  judg 
it  neceffary  yet  more  clearly  to  give  you  a  Declara¬ 


tion  of  this  thing, in  what  manner  and  with  what 

convcniency  the  filings  of  Iron  may  be  adminiftred 
to  the  lick  Infants.  And  ’tis  thus  done.  Whilft  the 
Infants  are  unweaned,  fomeGrainsof  the  faid  filings 
from  2,  to  6  or  8  Grains,  may  be  mixt  with  a  little 
Sugar  and  put  into  their  mouths,  and  then  prefently 
give  them  fuck,  that  fo  thole  filings  may  be  fuckt 
down  together  with  the  Milk  into  the  Stomach.  Do 
this  three  days  together  and  the  Worms  will  be  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  Feaver  vanilh.  But  if  any  body- 
will  make  ule  of  any  other  Vehicle  than  what  is  the 
Child’s  ordinary  food,  he  may  do  16  if  he  pleafe. 
But  as  for  fuch  as  do  not  fuck,  but  do  drink  out  of  a 
fucking  Bottle  according  as  the  ufual  cuftom  is,  you 
may  eafily  give  it  them,  on  this  wife  ;  Put  a  little 
into  the  Bottle  and  flop  the  hole  of  the  Bottle  with 
your  finger,  and  fo  turn  it  upfide  down  that  the  fi¬ 
lings  may  Hide  down  to  the  hole,  and  16  let  the  In¬ 
fant  fuck  it  down,  and  ’twill  pafs  with  the  drink 
into  the  Stomach.  To  fuch  Boys  and  Girls  as  arc 


digger,  and  have  more  underftanding,  it  may  be 
given  eafily  and  any  way  you  pleafo,  onely  telling 
them  that  they  will  be  reftored  to  their  former  health. 
To  fuch  as  are  lo  or  iz  years  old  a  quarter  part,  or 
an  half  of  the  weight  which  we  ufually  call  Quint- 
lein  [from  lo  to  zo  grains]  may  be  given  fofely, 
for  5  or  4  days.  But  in  the  mean  while  let  not  the 
meats  they  ule  be  of  hard  Concodtion,  but  made  of 
Pottage,  Prunes,  and  fuch  like  mollifying  and  loole- 
ning  things,  which  may  help  forward  the  operation 
of  the  Iron,  and  fo  the  fick  will  become  the  fooner 
well.  I  could  not  refrain  from  highly  commending 
to  all  tender  Mothers  that  love  their  Children,  this 
moft  fafe  and  not  at  all  coftly  Medicine  againft  all 
the  Feavers  proceeding  from  Worms,  which  do  kill 
16  many  poor  little  ones  deftitute  of  all  kind  of  help. 
Let  no  body  matter  its  vilenefs,  but  rather  think 
with  himlelf,  that  God  hath  alfo  endowed  vile  and 
contemptible  things  .  with  great  vertues.  Verily 
this  Cure,  and  thus  taking  away  the  Worms,  and 
theDileafes  arifing  therefrom,  is  ftrongly  founded  on 
natural  reafons,  or  arguments  For  feeing  that  the 
common  Vitriol  is  a  Poyfon  to  Worms,  bur  becaufe 
of  its  bitter  and  naufeous  taft  ’tis  exceeding  unplea¬ 
fant  to  the  Palate,  they  do  very  well,  that  fubftitute 
Iron  as  being  void  of  all  Savour,  in  the  room  of  the 
common  Vitriol,  that  fo  being  given  to  their  Chil¬ 
dren  it  may  be  converted  to  Vitriol  in  their  Sto¬ 
machs,  and  fo  kill  and  drive  out  the  Worms.  I  my 
lelf  have  tryed  many  experiments  about  the  Cure  of 
the  Worms  in  my  Children,  but  never  found  any 
thing  fafer  and  better  than  contemptible  Iron. 
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Story  of  a  Child  that  had  Worms. 

Will  tell  you  an  inftrudling  Story,  concerning  a 
great  and  eminent  man’s  Child  in  fuch  a  Dileafc 
proceeding  from  the  Worms,  in  which  my  felf  was 
concerned  A  certain  rich  man  did  on  a  time  confuk 
with  me,  (  or  ask  my  advife  )  about  this  Child’s  Di- 
feale.  I  gave  him  as  much  filing  of  Iron  as  was  fuffi¬ 
cient  for  one  Dole,  for  his  Child  to  drink.  It 
feemed  an  abfurd  thing  to  the  good  man,  to  give  an 
Infant  filings  of  Iron,  upon  this  conceit  he  omitted 
to  ufe  it,  and  having  called  two  Phyficians  he  Ihews 
them  the  filings,  and  askt  them  whether  they  would 
advile  him  toadminifter  it  to  his  Infant.  They  ear- 
neftly  difiwaded  him  from  ufing  it,  laying  that  if  he 
ufed  it  his  Child  would  be  killed,  and  that  it  was  a 

Medicine 
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Medicine  onely  fit  for  curing  of  Horfes,  and  that 
they  would  preferibe  a  far  fafer  and  better  one.  They 
laid  there  was  no  danger  in  the  Child  of  Worms,  and 
therefore  they  preferibed  it  a  cooling  and  purging 
Svrup,  thereby  to  rake  away  the  Feaver,  and  they 
alfo  added  confeflions  of  Pearls,  with  other  cooling 
Waters.  Death  defpifed  thefe  kind  of  Potions,  and 
fnatcht  away  the  Infant:  The  Child  being  dead, 
there  crept  out  of  his  mouth  great  Worms,  and 
clearly  teftified  to  the  Parents  their  unfeafonable  re- 
jefting  my  advife,  haply  becaufe  the  Medicine  I 
:  preferibed  was  not  coftly,  but  prepared  out  of  a 
j  vile  Subjed.  But  it  repented  the  Parents  too  late  : 

;  The  Mother  coming  afterwards  into  the  Houfe  of  a 
certain  Neighbour,  gave  that  filings  which  I  had  de¬ 
livered  them,  unto  an  Infant  troubled  with  a  Feaver 
and  the  Worms,  who  upon  the  taking  of  that  one 
'I  dole  onely  became  better,  and  by  little  and  little 
returned  to  its  former  ftateof  health,  I  was  willing 
I  to  fet  down  this  hiftory  to  the  end  that  I  might  de- 
i  monftrate,  -that  vile  and  abjeft  things  are  many 
!  times  capable  of  performing  more  than  Pearls  and 
I  precious  Stones  can. 

I  And  fo  I  conclude  this  fo  very  neceflary  a  difeourfe 
I  concerning  Worms,  and  the  Feavers  arifing  from 
!  them,  whereby  great  multitudes  of  poor  Infants  are 
deftroyed.  I  hope  that  no  body  will  take  it  amifs 
that  I  have  made  fo  long  a  dilcourle  concernihg 
Worms.  For  I  judged  it  neceflary  to  Ihew  the  caule 
from  whence  fb  many  little  ones  do  dye  in  the  flower 
oftheir  Age.  He  that  refufeth  to  believe  what  I  fay, 
let  him  try  the  thing  by  his  own  loft. 

C  H  A  P.  XI. 

Of  Mercury  and  its  excell CTitVertueSy  both  Medicinal  and 
Chymicaly  I  mean  not  the  common  and  ovell  known 
Mercury y  hut  the  Mercury  of  .the  Fhilofophers,  the 
•which  is  extraBed  by  the  Vulgar  and  well  known  Gold 
and  Silvery  (  hut  they  are  to  he  firft  rendered  Magne- 
tical^  out  of  the  Beams  of  the  fuperiour  Sun  and 
Moony  hy  t  he  help  and  ajfiftance  of  the  Air. 

T  T  is  well  known  to  thole  that  have  looked  over 
4-  the  manifold  Writings  which  are  extant  at  this 
day,  how  many  and  how  great  fcarches  have  been 
made,  and  how  various  and  many  opinions  there 
have  been  abroad  for  many  Ages,  concerning  the 
Fhilofophers  MercQry;  as  many  men  fo  many  minds, 
one  man  concludes  wdth  himfelf  to  prepare  it  out  (St' j 
fuch  a  matter,  another  out  of  fuch  a  thing,  and’tis 
hereby  come  to  fuch  a  pafs  as  that,  there’s  no  more 
^  faith  left  for  any  luch  Mercury,  and  ’tis  lookt  on  as  if 
i  there  were  no  fuch  thing  in  nature,  nor  is  at  prefent 
j  any  where  extant :  Becaufe  fo  many  thoufands  of 
men  have  been  occupied  in  the  fearch  thereof,  and  fo 
'  moft  exceedingly  finall  a  number  have  been  mafters 
thereof. 

!  Others  have  opinionated,  that  the  moft  pure  fub- 
1  ftance  is  to  be  extrafted  out  of  Gold  and  Silver,  bur 
‘  not  in  the  form  of  a  running  Mercury,  but  in  a  wa- 
•  tery  form,  and  to  be  coagulated  and  fixed  by  the  help 
j  of  the  Fire  into  a  medicinal  Stone. 

'  Otherfome  have  perfwaded  themfelves  that  Gold 
and  Silver  being  ripe  and  fixr,  are  no  v/aysfit  for  fo 
grea^  a  work,  but  ’tis  rather  to  be  fought  for  in  fuch 
i  Subjects  as  never  aflitmed  to  themfelves  any  fhape, 
j  but  do  as  yet  lie  hidden  in  that  great  and  univerlal 
■  Chaos  the  Air,  becaufe  they  law  that  the  life  of  all 
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tilings  lay  hidden  in  the  Air,  and  that  out  of  it  eve¬ 
ry  Creature  of  God  doth  daily  gnd  without  inter 
million  attraeft  it  unto  it  felf  after  a  magnetical  man¬ 
ner,  _b(3th  for  its  own  life  and  augmentation,  and 
that  it  is  fo  too  with  the  feeds,  abundance  of  them 
(  and  they  moft  different  forts  too  )  being  fown  in 
the  lame  Earth,  do  each  of  them  ( according  as  its 
nature  and  property  is )  acquire  to  it  felf  both  life  and 
augmentation  thencefrom,  viz.  the  Air. 

So  likewife  may  it  be  brought  to  pafs,  that  even 
the  Metals  may  according  to  their  nature  and  pro¬ 
priety  extraft:  their  encreafe  out  of  the  Earth  or  Air,- 
knew  we  but  how  to  get  the  true  Seed,  or  true  Mag¬ 
net  which  might  get  out  that  augmentation.  For 
why  fbnuld  not  God  have  as  well  given  a  Seed  to 
thelc  his  Creatures  for  their  encreafing,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  Creatures  ?  So  then  there  are  very  many 
fundry  Opinions  fprung  up,  concerning  the  Mercury 
of  the  Philofophers,  and  very  many  men  have  to 
their  uttermoft  learched  after  it,  yet  but  a  very  few 
have  obtained  the  lame.  Though  it  be  thus,  yet  the 
fault  is  not  to  be  imputed  either  to  Nature  or  Art, 
but  to  the  fearcher  after  it,  becaufe  he  errs  and  feeks 
not  in  the  due  place.  Verily  I-  did  very  many  years 
ago  exceeding  ftudioully  apply  my  felf  to  the  learch 
of- fuch  a  fpiritual  and  Gold’and  Silver  attrafting 
Magnet,  but  I  could  not  hitherto  attain  to  the  true 
Scope,  until  I  at  length  by  chance  found  that  a  true 
living  and  running  Mercury  might,  bv  the  benefit 
of  Art,  without  any  Addition  of  Mercurial  things, 
be  extradled  out  of  the  fugacious  and  imperfedt 
Metals,  fuch  as  are  Lead,  Tin,  Bizmuth,  Zink,  and 
Antimony.  And  although  I  had  read  many  Philo¬ 
fophers  affirming  this  thing,  yet  did  I  always  doubt 
of  the  fame,'  and  indeed  not  without  caule;  for  in 
my  youthfull  days,  ferving  a  man  of  great  note  in 
Chymical  Labours,  I  tried  in  two  years  Ipace  two 
hundred  ways  of  making  Mercury  of  Sammy  and 
not  lo  much  as  one  of  them  fucceeded.  Now  rny 
laid  Mafter  was  ftirred  up  to  the  fearch  of  this  Sa¬ 
turnine  Mercury  upon  this  occafion  as  follows.  He 
had  fome  familiarity  with  many  noble  Perfonages 
that  were  alfo  addided  to  the  ftudy  of  Alchimy : 
One  of  them  knew  how  to  make  running  Mercury 
out  of  Lead,  and  to  turn  it  into  the  beft  Gold,  and 
he  lent  unto  my  Mafter  one  lot  or  Ibraewhat  bet¬ 
ter  of  that  laid  Mercury y  together  with  the  way  of 
turning  it  and  fixing  it  into  Gold.  We  let  about  the 
work  and  it  fucceeded  to  our  delires,  and  yielded  us 
as  much  Gold  as  there  was  Mercury  lent  us.  This 
‘hoped  for  fucceft  did  fo  edge  on  my  Mafter,  that  he 
could  not  reft  till  he  had  obtained  from  him  that 
knew  it,  the  manner  of  making  this  Saturnine  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  as  often  as  ever  we  tried  the  operation 
according  to  the  way  preferibed  us,  both  our  hopes 
and  labour  were  in  vain.  And  then  my  laid  Mafter 
readily  granted,  that  we  could  not  effeft;  it.  Here¬ 
upon  it  was  that  he  fought  all  abroad  with  thegrea- 
teft  diligence,  and  had  got  luch  abundance  of  prU- 
cefles  and  operations,  that  two  years’did  Icarce  luff 
lice  me  to  try  them  all ;  though  there  was  not  16 
much  as  one  amongft  them  all  that  anlwered  our 
wilhes,  but  all  our  Labours  were  in  vain.  Upon  this 
foore,  I  could  believe  neither  hafihtis  or  Far.gceljus 
when  I  read  in  them,  that  Gold  and  Silver  might 
berefolved  into  time  and  .running  ilAre«ry,  feeing 
that  the  bare  turning  of  unripe  Lead  into  Mercury.^ 
did  coft  me  and  others  fo  great  Labour  and  Pains, 
and  yet  we  could  not  obtain  it  neither.  Whereupon 
I  fell  into  this  opinion,  that  the  Fhilofophers  pointed 
N  n  at 
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at  feme  other  thing,  by  their  running  :  And 

I  did  fd  Ions  adhere  to  this  opinion  of  mine,  untill  1 
chanced  to  light  on  the  making  of  a  running  Mercup 
out  of  Lead,  and  I  have  feveral  times  repeated  the 

operation  with  the  fame  fliccefs. 

I  have  likewife  revealed  it  to  others,  who  have  alio 
done  the  fame,  but  onely  in  fmall  quantities  hither¬ 
to.  But  fdme  of  them  have  bellowed  much  pains  a- 
bout  it,  and  to  prepare  it  in  a  greater  quantity  ;  and 
that  principally,  becaule  ’tis  certainly  manifeft  that 
no  fmall  benefit  lies  herein  hidden.  Nay  if  it  were 
no  otherwile  profitable  than  barely  thus,  that  it  may 
be  turned  into  Gold,  and  of  this  I  am  certain,  ( twere 
worth  while  )  For  if  the  laid  Mercury  bQ  but  rubbed 
upon  a  piece  of  Gold,  it  makes  ic  white ,  and  being 
then  put  upon  the  Coals,  it  Separates  indeed  from  it, 
but  yet  leaves  it  tinged  of  a  higher  and  deeper  Colour. 
If  this  Labour  be  ought  repeated,  the  Gold  will  be 
come  weightier.  And  hence  may  eafily  be  conjectu¬ 
red,  that  if  it  were  adjoyned  to  a  pure  Golden  Calx, 
it  would  in  a  Ihort  fpace  of  time  eafily  pafs  into  good 
Gold.  Neither  is  there  any  doubt,  but  that  if  any 
one  id  but  know  the  manner  of  rightly  handling 
liicb  a  M.ercury y  he  would  obtain  Ibme  notable  thing 
out  of  it,  becaufc  all  the  Philofophers  do  in  their 
Writings  promife  fo  much  good  of  Saturn.  They 
generally  affirm  that  Lead  is  (inwardly)  far  beyond 
Gold.  How  many  Philofophers  are  there  that  teach 
the  preparation  of  the  univerlal  W^ork  from  thence  ? 
See  the  Univerfal  Work  of  Jjaac  Holland,  Faracelfus 
his  Heaven  of  Philofophers,  The  great  and  fmall 
Countryman,  d^c.  Many  do  exprefly  write,  that 
all  things  which  the  Philofophers  dp  feek  for,  are  to 
be  found  in  Lead  ;  Hereupon  they  called  itLeaprous 
Gold.  And  fome  Philofophers  do  write,  that  in  Mer¬ 
cury  are  all  things  that  are  fought  for,  haply  they 
mean  not  the  Common,  but  fuch  an  one  as  is  drawn 
out  of  Metals.  But  we’ll  even  let  pafs  this  Mercury 
of  Saturn,  and  fee  whether  or  no  we  cannot  find  a 
better  Mercury,  and  filch  a  one  as  is  of  greater  mo¬ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  the  faid  Mercury  of  Saturn 
will  fly  about,  and  bring  good  news  to  the  Lovers  of 
Truth,  VIZ.,  that  GLAUBER  is  now  in  the  way,  to 
triumph,  by  the  help  of  God,  over  all  his  Enemies. 

We  will  therefore  go  on  to  fearch  out,  whether 
or  no  there  is  not  another  and  better  running  Mer¬ 
cury  than  that  to  be  found,  which  comes  out  of  Lead. 
When  I  did  fomewhat  more  accurately  fearch  into 
Nature’s  fecrets,  I  clearly  faw,  that  all  things  which 
live  and  doe  in  growing  take  an  encreafe,  do  pro¬ 
ceed  or  come  forth  by  the  Sun’s  operation,  infbmuch 
that  fuch  fruits  as  are  nearer  hereunto  are  the  more 
excellent,  and  by  how  much  the  farther  off  any  are 
from  it,  by  fo  much, the  vilder  be  they.  As  for  ex¬ 
ample  in  Wine  ;  by  how  much  the  nearer  it  is  to 
the  Sun,  fo  much  the  nobler  is  it ;  and  by  how  much 
the  farther  it  is  from  it,  fo  much  the  vilder  is  it. 

The  fame  may  be  obferved  in  the  generation  of 
Metals ,  vtz,.  that  in  the  hotter  regions  there  is  a 
greater  quantity  of  Gold,  and  of  Silver,  than  in  the 
colder  Countries.  This  is  well  known,  and  out  of 
all  difpute  :  So  then  when  I  faw  that  the  hot  beams 
of  the  Sun,  together  with  the  cold  and  refrefhing 
light  of  the  Moon,  did  not  onely  ripen  Gold,  but 
alfo  thofe  excellent  Wines,  and  the  beft  tafted  Fruits, 
yea  and  the  moft  contemptible  Herbs,  and  that  it 
gave  to  all  things  their  mofl  acceptable  Savour ;  well 
did  I  conclude,  that  if  a  convenient  Matrix,  or  fuit- 
able  Magnet  were  expofed  to  the  hot  Sun-beams, 
and  to  the  cold  light  of  the  Moon,  that  might  day 


and  night  receive  their  Operations ;  It  could  not  pof 
fibly  be,  but  that  the  Seeds  of  thofe  ( 'viz,,  of  Sol 
and  Lune )  infinuating  themfelves  into  fuch  a  Mag¬ 
net,  will  pafs  into  moft  excellent  Fruit,  and  obtain 
a  perfed  maturation.  I  did  once  make  trial  to  fee 
whether  it  would  be  fo  or  no,  and  having  artificially 
prepared  Gold  and  Silver,  opened  them,  and  brought 
them  to  a  Magnetical  attradive  vertue  ;  and  being 
well  mixed,  I  expofed  them  to  the  Sun  and  Moon,  to 
fee  and  try  what  would  proceed  thencefrom.  Then 
afterwards,  fuppofing  them  to  have  flood  long  e- 
nough  at  the  Sun  and  Moon,  I  put  them  into  a  fmall 
Glafs  Retort,  and  placed  it  in  Sand,  and  feparated 
(  by  diftillation  )  all  the  moifture  from  the  Golden 
and  Silver  Magnet,  that  it  had  attraded  from  the 
Air.  I  got  indeed  a  fweet  Water,  but  yet  not  with¬ 
out  Vertues.  But  having  adminiftred  a  ftronger  fire 
to  this  Magnet,  I  drew  therefrom  an  aftringent  Li¬ 
quor,  refembling  a  golden  yellow  Colour,  and  like 
to  Gold.  I  again  expofed  the  faid  dried  Magnet  to 
the  beams  of  the  Sun  and  Moon,  that  it  might  by 
them  be  impregnated,  and -that  I  might  fee  whether 
or  no  a  Second,  and  more  Births  would  be  produced, 
anfwering  in  all  refpeds  to  the  former.  I  doe  not 
doubt  of  them,  I  confefs  but  that  they  will  be  of  a 
like  property  and  nature  as  their  Father  and  Mother 
are,  or  indeed  be  more  fair  and  excellent  than  they 
be  :  For  that  firft-begotten  offspring  brought  with  it 
felf  into  the  World  a  far  more  excellent  fairnefs  than 
its  Father  had. 

Farther,  bringing  this  Birth  of  Sol  and  Lune  to  a 
more  accurate  trial,  that  fb  I  might  find  out  its  ver¬ 
tues  and  efficacy,  I  firft  of  all  perceived,  that  there 
lay  hidden  therein  ( though  as  yet  fo  Volatile )  a 
Medicine  of  great  moment.  And  dealing  with  ic 
upon  a*  certain  time,  and  putting  a  little  of  it  by 
chance  upon  Gold,  I  found  that  it  made  the  Gold 
white  ;  and  rubbing  the  faid  Liquor  many  times  up¬ 
on  the  Gold,  it  did  at  length  produce  (or  fhow  forth) 
the  live  Mercury  that  lay  hidden  therein,  which  laid 
Mercury  ibws  living  and  vifible,  I  extracted  out  of 
this  fame  Liquor  ;  but  it  is  better  not  to  vivifie  it,  but 
to  take  it  as  ’tis  born ,  and  fo  fix  it  and  make  it  con¬ 
flant.  And  now,  I  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Mercury  as 
is  extracted  out  of  the  Air,  by  Gold  and  Silver,  being 
not  fo  much  corporeal  as  fpiritual,  is  to  be  accounted 
of  as  the  true  Mercury  of  the  Philofophers. 

But  if  now  any  will  objed  and  fay,  that  this  Mer^ 
cury  doth  not  proceed  forth  from  the  Air,  or  that  ic 
is  not  extradled  out  of  the  beams  of  Sol  or  Lune  by 
the  Magnetick  Gold  and  Silver ;  fuch  a  one  may 
even  fay  what  he  pleafeth,  but  in  the  mean  time  he 
will  not  get  the  things  he  fifheth  for.  ^  Befides,  1  do 
not  matter  ic  fo  much,  'viz,.  whence  ic  arifeth,  pro¬ 
vided  I  can  obtain  the  fame  ;  If  it  did  proceed  out 
of  the  Gold  and  Silver,  It  were  not  therefore  to  be 
rejected,  but  it  would  be  altogether  better  than  that 
which  is  made  out  of  grofs  Lead,  nay  haply  it  might 
become  aTinfture,  did  but  any  one  know  how  right¬ 
ly  to  handle  it. 

It  is  a  ufual  Proverb,  that  the  Apple  falls  not  far 
from  the  Tree,  and  each  thing  follows  the  Seeds  of  its 
proper  and  peculiar  nature.  By  how  much  the  nobler 
the  Tree  is,  by  fo  much  the  more  worthy  ts  the  IVood  there¬ 
of.  The  younger  fort  fing  o'ver  the  fame  Song  as  the  old 
ones  doe.  Now  thefe  Proverbs  do  declare,  that  the 
Fruits  are  fo  much  the  more  excellent,  by  how  much 
a  better  nature  the  Tree  is  of,  and  this  is  a  fur^ 
rule  :  And  therefore  it  neceffarily  follows,  that  fuch 
a  Mercury  as  is  drawn  by  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the 
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Air,  or  doth  proceed  barely  from  Gold  and  Silver, 
muft  needs  be  far  better  than  that  which  hath  its  rife 
from  Lead  :  And  herein  I  acquiefce.  Let  every  one 
take  from  thence  what  beft  likes  him,  I  was  willing 
to  leave  to  liich  as  come  after  me,  thofe  things  which 
I  met  withall  of  Ib  great  moment. 

And  as  concerning  the  Medicinal  Vertues  of  this 
Golden  Mercury^  I  doe  give  this  caution  about  it, 
that  if  it  be  ufed  as  it  came  over  at  firft  in  the  dilfilla- 
tion  in  Medicine,  becaufe  ’tis  as  yet  immature,  and 
but  newly  born,  it  may  work  too  ftrongly  upon  the 
Body  of  Man.  It  is  therefore  better  that  it  be  fixed 
with  forne  corporal  well-opened  Gold,  and  fo  ’twill 
effedt  thofe  things  which  a  Univerfal  Medicine  is  one- 
ly  able  to  perform.  1  confels  that  hitherto  I  have 
not  brought  it  to  any  conftancy  or  fixity,  becaufe  I 
have  not  had  time  of  rightly  handling  it :  In  the 
mean  while  there  are  others  that  will  fee  about  this 
labour,  and  will  in  due  time  manifeft  more  things 
concerning  it.  Let  every  one  be  content  therefore 
with  this  prefent  difeovery,  ’viz,.  that  a  truely  live 
and  running  Mercury  may  be  extrafled,  not  onely 
out  of  the  Ibft  and  volatile  Metals,  and  confequent 
ly  unripe  ones,  but  allb  out  of  the  ripe  Metals.  And 
feeing  that  moft  Men  doubt  much  of  the  truth  of 
fiich  a  thing,  I  could  not  omit  the  affirmation  of  the 
lame,  as  being  a  moft  true  thing  :  He  that  lifteth 
may  make  trial  of  the  fame.  'Tis  enough  for  me 
to  have  Ihown  you  the  way.  Let  others  like  wife 
publifli  fbmething,  that  fo  the  truth  which  hath  been 
fb  long  fuppreft  hitherto,  may  at  length  Ipring  forth 
out  of  the  darknels  into  light. 

And  now,  at  laft,  let’s  come  to  treat  of  Wine,  and 
examine  what  an  harmony  and  familiarity  there  is 
in  it  with  Gold  and  Man. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Sheweth  ho-vt  great  harmony  ^familiarity^  and  love,  there 
is  in  Wine,  with  Mankind  and  Gold, 
t 

IT  is  evident,  even  from  the  Writings  of  all  the  Phi* 
lolbphers,  that  Wine  and  Gold  is  a  wholfome  re 
medy  for  Mankind,  but  yet  not  in  fuch  a  grofs  ftate, 
and  without  any  preparation,  as  they  come  forth 
out  of  the  Earth,  but  they  are  to  be  deftroyed,  and 
their  moft  pure  parts  to  be  extradted,  and  again  con- 
joyned.  To  obtain  this  knack,  there  have  been  ufed 
many  Menftrmms,  and  one  more  excellent  than  ano¬ 
ther.  The  common  Spirit  of  Wine  hath  no  familia¬ 
rity  at  all  with  Gold,  becaufe  of  its  unripe  and  com- 
buftible  Sulphur,  from  which  Gold  is  wholly  averfe, 
as  being  its  enemy.  This  thing  I  have  in  feveral 
places  of  my  Writings  made  mention  of,  and  have 
allb  taught  it  in  this  very  Treatife,  that  Gold  being 
diflblved  in  Aei.  Regia,  and  precipitated  with  the 
Water  of  Tartar,  yields  moft  curious  fine  Atoms , 
which  cannot  be  done  any  other  kind  of  way.  For 
the  common  grofs  Wine,  and  the  common  fulphure- 
ous  and  unripe  Tartar  are  enemies  to  the  Gold,  the 
which  is  evidently  manifeft  by  this  preparation  of 
the  moft  lubtile  Calx  of  Gold,  caufed  by  the  pour¬ 
ing  of  the  Water  of  Tartar  thereunto,  whereby  ’tis 
precipitated  unto  the  bottom. 

The  certainty  of  the  truth  of  this  thing  may  be 
thus  tried,  if  a  little  Gold  being  dilfolved  in  Atj.  Re¬ 
gis  be  put  into  a  glafs  full  of  Rhenilh,  or  any  other 
(harpilh  Wine :  The  Gold  will  be  prefently  precipi¬ 
tated,  by  the  Tartar  which  is  in  the  Wine,  into  a 


tender  and  fhining  Powder,  but  it  will  nor  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  ot  time  fettle  to  the  bottom,  but  by  little  and 
litde.  And  yet  if  you  put  the  Wine  in  a  Velfel  over 
a  fire  of  Coals,  and  boil  it,  then  will  it  be  fpeedily 
precipitated.  From  whence  ’tis  evidently  apparent, 
that  Wine  being  as  yet  not  at  all  feparated  from  its 
impurities,  doth  as  it  were  differ  from  Gold,  with  a 
deadly  hatred,  and  yet  carries  hidden  in  its  bowels  . 
a  fubftance  moft  friendly  to  the  Gold ,  the  which 
will,  in  the  end,  manifeft  it  felf  fb  to  be,  when  the 

more  grofs  parts  are  feparated  from  the  more  fub- 
tile 

Ba/llius  teacheth  its  preparation  by  a  peculiar  pro¬ 
per  inftrument,  wherein  fas  I  judge)  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  is  to  be  kindled  and  burnt,  that  fb  by  the 
burning  up  of' the  Sulphurcity,  the  Mercurial  Salt 
may  be  feparaped  and  caught  in  a  cold  Receiver. 
And  with  this  very  Salt  (  faith  he)  may  a  Tinflure 
be  extracted  out  of  Gold,  which  feems  very  proba¬ 
ble  to  be  fb,  if  one  could  but  get  or  catch  that  faid 
Mercurial  Salt.  Many  indeed  have  attempted  this 
labour,  but  perhaps  not  a  man  hath  found  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  expeftation,  where  the  defeeft  lies,  God 
knows. 

Others  have  mixed  Gold  with  Alkalies,  and  have 
taught  the  extrafting  of  a  TinTure  by  an  Alkaliza- 
ted  Spirit  of  Wine,  which  way,  though  they  may 
doe  fbmewhat,  yet  it  is  not  the  genuine  way. 

Alfb  feme  have  by  diftillation  gotten  a  certain  fie¬ 
ry  Spirit  out  of  Tartar,  and  therewith  endeavoured 
to  conquer  Gold.  Here  indeed  is  an  appearance  of 
feme  kind  of  poflibility,  but  yet  this  Spirit  is  not  to 
be  attempted  for  that,  which  unlocketh  all  the  bow¬ 
els  of  the  Gold  ;  and  that  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  it 
doth  as  yet  abound  with  combuftible  Sulphur,  to 
which  Gold  is  a  bitter  enemy.  But  now  if  you  would 
duely  joyn  Gold  with  Wine,  then  muft  all  the  com¬ 
buftible  Sulphur  (of  the  Wine)  be  firft  feparated  from 
its  Mercurial  parr,  and  the  Mercury  of  the  Wine  is 
to  be  brought  by  diftillation  into  a  notable  fiery  Spi¬ 
rit  ;  if  this  be  not  done,  there  will  be  no  great  mat- . 
ters  effedted  with  it. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

By  what  means  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Wine  as  doth  ajfociate 
it  felf  to  the  Gold  may  be  prepared. 

Without  doubt  many  fuch  as  perceive  that  there 
is  a  poflibility  of  preparing  fuch  a  Spirit  will 
be  moft  vehemently  defirous  to  know  the  operation, 
how  ’tis  to  be  done.  But  it  is  even  a  wickednefs  to’ 
caft  fuch  a  great  Secret  before  the  unworthy  and  im¬ 
pure  Swine.  It  therefore  will  be  fufficient  to  fhew 
both  that  it  may  be  done,  and.  after  what  manner  ; 
the  reft  to  be  left  to  God. 

But  that  the  ftudious  Artift  may  not  be  wholly  af¬ 
frighted  or  kept  back ,  I  wfill  here  declare,  fo  much 
as  may  be  fufficient  to  any  one  that  is  verfed  in  the 
Labours  of  the  Fire,  for  the  acquilition  of  fo  great  a 
Spirit :  But  yet  with  this  provifo,  that  he  make  ufe 
of  Patience  in  his  operation,  for  this  work  is  not  to 
be  difpatched  in  a  day,  like  as  that  labour  which  in 
one  days  diftillation  affords  a  Spirit  out  of  the  Lees 
of  Wine,  or  out  of  Tartar.  No .'  But  the  manner 
of  the  work  is  thus  : 

Take  white  or  red  Tartar  (  for  both  of  them  be¬ 
ing  well  mundified,  are  as  good  one  as  the  other) 
diliolve  it  in  Water,  and  feparate  all  its  grofs  Sulphur 
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by  a  certain  precipitating  matter.  This  impurity  a- 
biding  in  the  Water,  is  to  befeparated  from  the  pre¬ 
cipitated  Tartar,  by  pouring  out  the  Water,  the 
which  (Tarrar  )  remains  in  tire  bottom  like  a  fnowy 
Sand,  and  is  to  be  well  purged  by  reiterated  walh- 
ings  with  Water,  fo  long  imtill  (  all  the  impurities 
being  well  feparated )  the  Powder  it  felf  becomes 
like  to  the  white  Snow.  Now  although  that  this 
Tartar  be  moft  exceeding  white,  yet  doth  it  contain 
^as  yet  many  Sulphureous  Fteces;  which  being  black, 
do  never  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  feparated  by  any 
Solutions  and  Coagulations,  but  it  is  neceOary  that 
they  be  precipitated  by  a  certain  precipitating  mat¬ 
ter.  Therefore  let  that  Tartar  be  again  diholved  in 
pure  Water,  and  be  precipitated  ,  the  which  Soluti¬ 
ons  and  Precipitations  let  be  fo  often  and  fo  long  re¬ 
peated,  untill  there  appear  no  more  black  Fsces 
This  moft  pure  and  moft  acceptable  Tartar  melteth 
in  the  mouth,  and  doth  almoft  in  the  manner  of  o 
ther  Salts  eafily  admit  of  Solution  in  cold  water. 
Being  brought  to  this  pafs,  it  is  rendred  fit  to  be  dealt 
withall  in  the/ollowing  manner.  ^ 

Dilfolve  fome  pounds  of  this  pure  Tartar  in  cold 
water,  fo  as  to  make  it  fufficiently  acid.  Put  this 
Solution  in  fome  warm  place,  or  rather  in  Horfe- 
dung,  or  in  a  warm  Balneo,  that  the  Tartar  may 
begin  to  putrefie  and  lofe  its  acidity,  and  get  a  kind 
of  fweetilhnels ,  which  before  it  will  come  to  be, 
there  is  required  the  time  of  fome  months.  After 
it  hath  thus  putrefied,  and  loft  its  acidity,  all  the 
unprofitable  Water  is  to  be  evaporated  by  a  Balne¬ 
um,  until!  it  become  a  thick  and  black  Juice  like  Ho¬ 
ney  ;  the  which  being  fet  in  the  Glafs  in  Sand,  and 
being  urged  with  a  ftronger  fire  than  was  made  in 
the  Balneo,  will  yield  a  fiery  Spirit,  and  fuch'  an 
one  as  will  mix  it  felf  with  Gold  diftblved  in  Spirit  of 
Salt,  and  will  foparate  the  purer  parts  by  digeftion, 
and  draw  them  to  it  felf,  from  the  more  gro(s  parts, 
and  fo  will  perform  its  office  in  Medicine  even  to 
moft  high  admiration.  For  any  one  may  eafily  con- 
.  jedure  that  the  moft  pure  parts  of  Wine,  Salt,  and 
Gold  will  operate  no  evil  effed. 

What  it  will  perform  in  Metalline  affairs,  I  doe 
not  as  yet  know ;  But,  without  queftion,  if  it  be  right 
ly  adminiftred,  and  duely  made  ufo  of,  it  will  play 
its  part  very  notably. 

This  operation  before  fot  down,  foems  eafie  to  be 
done,  if  barely  looked  on  outwardly,  but  there’s 
more  labour  and  trouble  in  it  than  one  would  ima 
gine.  Sifch  as  have  not  the  gift  of  patience,  and 
knows  not  what  belongs  to  patient  working,  may 
fimbe.  r  this  labour.  For  the  putrefadion  proceeds 
on  very  llowly,and  there  is  required  th£  knowledge 
of  a  matter  precipitating  Tartar,  without  which  it 
will  never  fuffer  it  folf  to  be  precipitated  and  purged, 
’tis  an  hard  thing  to  find,  but  he  that  knows  it,  it 
renders  him  all  his  labour  facile  and  eafie.  Any  im 
pure  Tartar,  whether  it  be  white  or  red,  may  be  lo 
wadicd  in  one  or  two  hours  fpace,  and  fo  purged, 
that  (  lofing  nothing  fave  its  Faeces)  it  will  become 
moft  white,  and  much  more  apt  for  many  operati¬ 
ons.  Bur  my  time  will  nor  admit  of  treating  farther 
of  thefe  affairs,  it  may  (  God  willing  )  be  done  after¬ 
wards  in  another  place. 

However,  thus  much  I  will  yet  add  more  ;  That 
if  Spirit  of  Wine  brought  to  the  higheft  purity,  fo  as 
to  retain  no  filthy  favour  or  odour,  be  in  a  due 
quantity  conjoyned  by  the  help  of  common  Water 
with  this  excellently  well  depurated  Tarrar, there  will 
refult  from  them  two  a  drink  of  a  moft  excellent  fa¬ 


vour,  like  to  natural  Wine,  and  may  be  ufed  inftead  ^ 
of  wholfome  Wine.  This  would  be  a  moft  profita- 
b’e  thing  for  thofe  that  travel ,  had  they  but  that 
Spirit  of  Wine,  and  that  fo  excellently  well  prepared 
Tarrar.  '  For  there  is  Warer'to  be  had  in  all  places,  j 

and  fo  they  may  at  all  times  and  every  where  make  ! 

themfelves  good  Wine,  yea  fo  good  and  fo  ftrong  as  I ' 

they  pleafe,  according  as  they  add  more  or  Ids  of  i . 

that  Spirit  and  Tartar.  1 

N.  B.  This  Art  would  be  very  profitable  for  the  i 

cold  Countries,  in  which  Countries,  in  the  want  of  !  ^ 

Spirit  of  Wine,  becaufe  no  Wine  grows  there,  the  1 

Spirit  of  Corn  will  perform  the  fame.  The  chiefeft 
knack  is,  to  be  furnifhed  with  that  Tartar,  which  I 

by  an  eafie  Solution  enters  into  (  or  is  diftblved  in)  ' 

the  Water.  But  this  is  a  bufinefs  of  a  greater  mo-  I 
ment  than  to  be  divulged.  I  have  already  opened  ! 
to  fome  the  manner  of  preparing  fuch  a  Tartar,  who  i 
make  -it  in  plenty,  and  fo  any  one  may  eafily  get 
from  them  as  much  as  they  fhall  need 
Befides  the  ufo  of  that  kind  of  Tartar,  conduceth  | 
to  the  accomplifhing  of  many  other  things,  but  not  | 
to  be  fpoken  of,  left  it  fhould  prove  a  detriment  to 
fuch  as  know  it.  But  I  doe  here  truely  and  fincere- 
ly  affirm,  that  whofoever  he  be  that  can  without  ! 
waft  and  coft  fo  prepare  the  common  vulgar  Tarrar, 
he  will  be  hereby  able  to  get  his  food  and  ray-  j 
ment,  and  other  neceflaries  for  life,  wherefoever  and  ii 
in  what  Country  foever  he  fhall  abide.  This  thing  '  j 
will  in  procefs  of  time  have  a  farther  progrefs,  and  ' 
many  will  by  the  benefit  thereof  live  more  happily, 
and  perform  things  incredible.  I  have  made  a  be¬ 
ginning,  and  the  Mice  fhall  never  gnaw  off  what  I  ! 
have  here  written,  but  contrarily  my  Succeffors  fhall 
enjoy  the  fame  to  God’s  glory,  even  to  the  Worlds 
end,  and  will  in  the  firft  place  thank  God,  and  next 
him,  me,  as  being  the  Authour  and  Revealer  of  the 
fame  1  could  reveal  many  moft  profitable  things 
that  might  be  done  by  fuch  a  Tartar,  were  it  not 
for  injuring  fuch  as  get  their  living  by  it,  and  which  \\ 
for  certain  caufos  are  not  at  prefent  to  be  memio- 
ned.  1  have  faid  enough  to  Wifo  men,  and  as  for  * 
deriders  and  mockers,  I  have  faid  too  much,  for  they 
will  fay  all  are  Lies,  becaufe  they  know  not  how  to  ' 
doe  thus. 

As  to  wha‘t  appertains  to  the  ufo  of  this  here  i 
deferibed  Liquor,  conjoyned  of  Gold,  Tartar,  and  ; 
Salt,  it  may  ferve  inftead  of  Aurtm  Votahile,  in  all  !  | 
Sickneffes,  and  may  be  profitably  adminiftred,  in  i 
corroborating  the  vital  Spirits  ;  for  it  doth  not  dif  il 
cover  its  Vertues  by  a  remarkable  and  vifible  ope*  1  { 
ration,  but  it  ftrengthens  the  Body,  and  doth  very  i 
gently  drive  out  Urine  and  Sweat,  and  foldom  is  it 
that  it  provokes  to  ftool,  unlefs  it  be  given  in  a 
ftrong  Dofo.  The  Dofe  is  from  one,  two,  three,  ■ 
fix,  nine  Drops,  even  to  a  Scruple,  according  as  the 
Sick  is,  in  Water,  Wine,  or- Ale,  or  other  Liquors,  ; 
in  a  Morning  upon  a  fafting  Stomach,  and  at  Even¬ 
ing  after  Supper,  for  fome  days  together.  It  keeps 
the  Body  open,  and  ftrengthens  the  Brain,  and  all 
the  Members.  But  prirrcipally  (  before  the  ufo  of  | , 
this  Liquor  )  the  Body  be  well  purged  with  good 
purging  Remedies,  flich  as  are  my  purging  Gold, 
and  purging  Lune ,  becaufo  then  this  Medicine  of 
the  laid  Golden  Liquor  operates  far  better,  and 
more  profitably.  In  ufing  it,  you  are  to  ob/erve 
whether  or  no  the  Excrements  become  black,  if  not, 
the  Dofe  is  fo  long  to  be  augmented  or  continued 
untill  the  Excrements  that  come  away  be  of  a  black 
Colour.  Moreover,  the  Difoafo  decreaftng,  the 
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Dole  is  to  be  leflened  by  little  and  little,  according 
as  neceffity  or  the  difeafe  requires. 

Thefe  things  I  thought  good ,  at  this  time ,  to 
publilh  in  the  Fourth  Part  of  my  Spagyrical  Fhar- 
macopcea^  I  entreat  that  every  one  would  take  in 


good  part  thefe  few  Medicinal  Secrets,  but  of  very 
wide  and  large  extent.  And,  God  willing,  my 
i  hird  Century  will  Ihortly  come  abroad  and  pre- 
lent  you  with  a  Manifeftation  of  more  excellent  Me¬ 
dicines,  and  other  profitable  Secrets. 


The  End  of  the  Fourth  Part. 
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Difcourfing  of  the  true  Univerfal  Medicine,  and  of  thole 

moft  Eminent  Ananas,  as  well  Univerfal  as  Particular,  whith  are  hither¬ 
to  unknown  unto  the  World  ;  by  the  help  of  which  unheard-of  and 
almolt  incredible  Operations  may  be  effeded,  not  onely  in  Medicine, 
but  alfo  in  Alchymy.  Propofcd  by  way  of  Quepion  and  Anfaer. 


Queftion  i. 

WHether  or  m  it  is  a  thing  pojjible  in  nature 
for  juth  a  TinBure^  or  fo  Univerfal  a  Me¬ 
dicament  to  be  prepared,  as  by  the  help  of 
which,  both  the  Bodies  of  Men  and  Metals  may  be  pro¬ 
moted  unto  an  higher ^ ^better ^  and  more  noble  Degree  or 
Ejjence  ? 

'  Anfiver. 

It  is  not  at  all  to  be  doubted  of,  for,  as  well  the 
Authority  of  fo  many  and  fb  great  Men  (  who  con- 
fefs  by  their  Writings,  which  they  have  publifhed  that 
they  have  made  the  fame)  as  daily  experience  de- 
monftrates  the  fame  to  be  a  truth ,  void  of  any 
doubt. 

Queftion  2. 

If  thofe  things  which  fo  many  illuminated  Philofophers 
have  written  of  this  Univerfal  Medicine  be  true  how 
comes  it  to  pafs,  that  though  almofi  the  whole  World 
fearch  after  the  fame,  yet  fcarce  one  of  fo  many  thoufands 
ts  m after  of  the  jame,  and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
inofuifitors  after  it,  waft  their  Eftates  in  the  Jearch  to  no 
purpofe  ( 


Anfwef.  ^ 

The  Art  is  not  to  be  blamed,  becaufe  of  the  fruit- 
lefs  endeavours  of  fo  very  many  men  that  fb  greedily 
gape  after  fo  great  a  treafure  ;  but  the  fault  is  to  be 
imputed  to  their  own  felves,  for  they  are  hereto  dri¬ 
ven  and  ftirred  up  by  their  infatiable  covetoufnefs 
and  unjuft  intentions,  to  make  their  fearch  after  fo 
divine  a  gift,  and  their  defign  is  to  fcrape  up  to  them- 
felves,by  the  help  thereof,  great  Riches  and  Honours, 
little  thinking  that  God  always  hath  and  ftill  doth' 
beftow  his  gifts  upon  fuch  as  are  upright  and  fincere, 
and  who  doe  not  onely  daily  pray  unto  him  for  the 
fame,  but  do  alfb  fearch  after  them  with  unceflant 
Labours.  This  the  Apoftle  himfelf  doth  witnefs  in 
exprefs  words,  faying.  It  is  not  of  him  that  wills,  nor 
of  him  that  runs,  but  of  God  that  jhews  mercy.  And 
yet  the  extreamly  blinded  World  believes  it  nor,  nor 
propofeth  unto  it  felf  any  other  Scope  than  the  fcra- 
ping  together  of  Gold  and  Silver  right  or  wrong,  and 
fain  would  as  it  were  vvreft  this  fo  great  a  treafure 
out  of  the  hands  of  God  ;  and  having  gotten  it,  add 
fewel  to  their  malice,  pride,  and  impiety  ;  And  fb 
by  this  means,  more  nearly  approach  (  even  in  this 
life  )  to  the  Devil  the  Father  of  all  wickednefs,  and 
be  at  laft  plainly  like  him.  And  this  now  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  principal  caufe,  why  fo  very  many  as  are 
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bufied  about  the  fearch  of  fo  great  a  trealure,  do 
lofe  bbth  their  labour  and  expence. 

Quellion  5. 

But  are  there  no  ether  impediments  that  prefent  them- 
felvesy  and  which  may  be  an  hindrance  and  bar  even  a- 
gainfi  pious  men  too,  and  fuch  as  lead  a  blamelejs  life 
before  God  and  Man,  whereby  they  cannot  have  admijfion 
to  the  knowledge  of  fo  great  a  Medicament  ? 

Anfwer, 

Yes  verily,  there  are  exceeding  many,  or  almoft 
innumerable  impediments  that  lie  in  the  way,  and 
(hut  up  the  paflage  even  againft  the  approaches  of 
pious  men  to  (b  great  a  work,  though  they  attempt 
the  fame  too  with  a  good  intention,  and  do  fue  unto 
God  by  their  daily  prayers,  and  make  their  fearch 
with  a  moft  diligent  meditation,  and  continual  La¬ 
bours  thereabout. 

Queftion  4. 

What  are  thofe  impediments,  I  pray  ? 

*  Anfwer. 

• 

To  reckon  up  all  thofe  impediments  apart,  and  to 
(et  down  each  of  them  fb  clearly  as  for  every  one  to 
iihderftand  and  apprehend  the  fame,  cannot  at  pre- 
fent  be  done  ;  neither  is  it  neceffary  to  mention  all, 
for  it  would  not  onely  amount  to  a  great  Volume, 
but  would  alfo  be  a  burthen  to  the  Reader,  and  be 
rather  an  hindrance  than  an  imitation  and  encou¬ 
ragement  unto  him  concerning  the  attainment  of  the 
knowledge  of  fo  great  a  work. 

But  yet  that  I  may  fatisfie  in  fome  fbrt,  the  defires 
of  fbme  or  other,  I  will  recount  fome  of  the  chiefeft 
of  thofe  impediments,  by  the  knowledge  of  which, 
every  one  may  know  the  reafons  that  are  wont  to 
(lave  off  even  pious  men  from  fo  great  a  Secret. 

N.  B.  Firft  of  all  therefore,  there  are  a  many 
that  have  not  means  neceffary  or  requifite  to  begin 
and  perfect  the  Work  withall,  though  they  have  a 
good  Judgment,  and  are  inflamed  with  an  ardent  de¬ 
fire  offearching  after  nature  and  its  miraculous  effedls, 
and  doe  not  at  all  fear,  nor  are  difeouraged  at  the 
hard  labours  that  are  neceffarily  requifite  to  Chymi- 
cal  Operations.  Such  men  therefore  as  thefe  are 
(  being  ftirr’d  up  by  a  Angular  candour  and  fincerity 
of  mind  to  a  love  of  honefty  )  doe  not  thruft:  them- 
(elves  forward  after  the  manner  of  impious  and  de- 
ceitfull  Impoftors  and  flanderous  Vagrants  that  thirfl: 
after  nothing  but  Gold,  and  pretend  to  fome  greedy 
Mifer,  that  they  will  teach  him  the  making  of  the 
Philofopher’s  Stone  (  the  knowledge  of  which  them 
felves  are  clearly  deftitute  of. )  No  !  but  they  even 
loath  fuch  vain  acquaintance,  and  difdain  that  defpi 
cable  name  of  Gold  makers,  and  content  themfelves 
rather  to  (et  at  home,  and  enjoy  thofe  few  things 
which  God  hath  vouchfafed  to  beftow  upon  them, 
than  to  turn  Parafyres,  and  live  in  the  Courts  of 
Princes  and  great  Men,  where  they  muft  ftrive  by  a 
Fox-like  fubrilty  to  pleafe  every  one,  and  to  bow  the 
head  to  each  fhoulder,  and  to  ferape  with  his  feet. 
This  now  is  the  firfl:  impediment ,  which  keeps  oft 
not  a  few  good  Men  from  the  pofleflion  of  fo  great 
a  Secret. 

Befides,  there  are  not  a  few  of  this  fort,  that  briefly 


and  curforily  running  over  the  Writings  of  the  Phi- 
lofophers  without  any  ferious  m.editation  upon  the  . 
thing  they  read, or  without  underftanding  of  the  fame,  j 
do  think  themfelves  mafters  of  a  great  deal  of  Wife-  | 
dom,  and  firmly  perfwade  themfelves,  that  if  they 
have  a  little  fmatch  of  Learning,  and  have  but  the 
knowledge  of  a  Tongue  or  two,  and  have  but  by 
fome  Anagrams  pleafantly  tingling  in  the  Ears  of  fbma 
great  Men,  footh’d  their  minds  a  little,  and  wip’d 
them  of  fome  of  their  Silver,  the  finding  out  of  fo 
great  a  myftery  cannot  poflibly  efcape  their  profound 
Scholarfhip,  but  they  muft  needs  catch  it.  But  yet 
(  by  their  leave  )  they  are  quite  our,  and  full  well  arc 
they  known  unto  God,  who  with-holds  from  thofe 
proud  deriders,  and  envious  contemners  of  the  truth, 
his  benedidion,  and  leaves  them  wallowing  in  their 
courtly  paftimes  fo  long,  untill  at  length  (  after  their 
turning  and  applying  themfelves  from  one  foolifh  de¬ 
ceived  man  to  another,  and  fo  on)  they  doe  them- 
fclves  lay  open  their  own  grofs  ignorance  and  moft 
filthy  fhifts,  which  they  have  wrapt  over  with  fuch 
a  deteftable  babling,  and  by  the  fruitlefnefs  of  the  e- 
vent  (hew  that  their  large  promifes  of  golden  Moun¬ 
tains  are  moft  vain  and  idle.  And  hereupon  their 
hopes  of  having  the  Philofbpher’s  Stone  (which  they 
feek  for  meerly  to  advance  their  pride,  and  the  more 
eafily  to  fupprefs  the  truth  )  vanifhing  away  with  the 
fmoak,  they  lofe  all-  their  credit  and  their  good  report, 
and  cart  find  no  more  fuch  credulous  perfons  that 
will  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  foothed  by  their  moft  vain 
promifei  And  this  is  another  kind  of  thofe  that  be¬ 
ftow  their  labour  in  vain  about  this  fo  great  a  work, 
who  doe  thereby  add  a  great  load  to  their  wicked- 
nefs,  by  wafting  other  mens  goods,  and  deceiving 
the  too  credulous,  and  ruining  others  as  well  as 
themfelves.  There  are  yet  a  third  kind  of  erroneous 
fearchers,  and  who  deceive  themfelves  with  theirt, 
vain  labour,  and  they  are  fuch  as  being  a  little  too 
credulous  and  Ample  when  they  have  lighted  upon 
fbme  of  the  Philofophcrs  Writings,  and  read  what  - 
vaft  treafures  are  to  be  gotten  by  Chymical  Labours, 
doe  prefently  feel  an  itching  defire  after  Gold,  and 
being  inflamed  with  the  covetous  defire  of  fuch  hun¬ 
gry  treafures,  doe  apply  themfelves  with  unwaftien 
hands  (as  we  may  fb  fay)  to  the  reading  of  the 
fame,  and  then  follow  the  bare  letter  in  their  opera¬ 
tions.  From  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  (all  things 
being  obfeure  and  dark  to  them,  being  ignorant  and 
unskilfull,  and  the  light  of  nature  not  (hining  upon 
them)  they  wander  from  the  right  path, and  immerfe 
themfelves  in  the  fruitlefs  attempts  of  vain  Labours. 
Some  there  are  that  have  indeed  fbme  kind  of  know¬ 
ledge  of  managing  the  Fire,  and  who  doe  very  dili¬ 
gently  read  over  the  Writings  of  the  Philofbphers, 
but  yet  are  quite  confounded  by  their  reading  them, 
feeing  that  they  cannot  find  our  the  true  Fire,  and 
true  matter  of  the  Stone,  which  the  Philofophcrs  have 
fo  obfeurely  and  fo  varioufly  written  of.  For  fbme  of 
them  teach  the  making  of  the  Stone  out  of  fixt  Gold 
and  Silver,  and  not  out  of  the  other  immature  and 
volatile  Minerals,  becaufe  what  a  Man  fowes,  that 
he  reaps ;  others  tell  us  the  quite  contrary,  and  fay 
that  there  cannot  be  any  better  thing  made  of  fixe 
Gold  and  Silver,  feeing  they  are  already  brought  by 
nature  unto  that  perfeftion  as  not  to  be  reduceable 
into  their  firft  matter,  cut  of  which  (faid  firft  matter) 
they  affirm  that  their  Univerfal  Medicine  is  to  be 
made,  and  not  of  fixt  Gold  and  Silver  :  And  there- 
I  fore  rejefting  fixt  Gold  and  Silver,  they  fay  that  the 
firft  Entities  (of  the  faid  Sol  and  Lune)  being  yet  Vo¬ 
latile,. 
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Jatile,  are  the  true  firft  matter  of  the  Philolbphers 
Scone,  becaiife  they  are  as  yet  immature  (as  they 
p’lrale  it)  and  tender,  and  fit  for  the  making  of  thole 
things  which  we  are  defirous  to  accomplifh,  which 
(they  tell  us)  cannot  be  poffibly  made  out  of  thole 
cwo  fixed  bfjdies.  And  to  help  forward  yet  more 
confufion,  the  multiplicity  and  variety  of  names, 
which  the  matter  of  the  Philolbphers  is  ftiled,  is 
no  mean  impediment  to  the  underftanding.  One 
bids  us  feek  it  in  Vitriol,  another  in  Mercury^  fbmein 
Saturn^  others  in  Magnefia:  And  thus  is  that 
matter  deciphered  by  various  and  innumerable 
names,  infomuch  that  it  is  impoflible  but  that 
he  who  is  ignorant,  and  not  well  verfed  in  thefe 
affairs  fhould  be  hurried  into  various  doubts  and 
perplexities ,  being  clearly  ignorant  whether  or 
no  the  Philolbphers  mean  the  common  Vitriol,  or  a 
i  Vitriol  extraeffed  our  of  the  fixed  Metals,  efpecially 
feeing  they  too  and  agen  affirm,  that  their  Vi- 
xvxoVMercury  and  Saturn  are  not  thofe  vulgar  Metals 
of  Gold,  Quicklilver,  and  Lead.  Who  therefore  I 
pray  could  be  fb  wife  and  prudent  as  to  rid  himfelf 
out  of  the  fo  many  confufed  and  intricate  windings  of 
this  Labyrinth  ?  Even  hence  it  is  that  the  moft  learned 
and  diligent  fearchers  have  been  wound  into  fb  many 
erroneous  Labours,  nor  could  by  any  means  get 
clear  of  thofe  hedg'd  up  turnings. 

Nay  yet  more,  the  inconftancy  of  fuch  as  labour 
is  no  Imall  impediment,  who  (fliould  they  have  the 
matter  )  would  not  perfed  the  fame  by  rea- 
fbn  of  their  fickle  inconftantnefs.  For  if  the  Stone 
does  not  prefently  come  forth,  and  make  them  maf- 
ters  of  what  they  defire, away  they  throw  their  Books 
and  tread  upon  them,  and  load  the  Authours  with 
curfes  and  imprecations,  accufing  them  of  wicked 
deceit,  in  that  they  have  not  written  clear  enough 
for  every  one  to  underftand  fb  great  an  Art  at  the 
very  firft  dafh,  and  to  become  a  mafter  of  fuch  a  no¬ 
table  treafure  without  any  labour  at  all. 

You  fhall  likewife  meet  with  fbme  that  are  fo  very 
wife  as  that  it  feems  no  ways  likely  unto  them,  that 
fo  divine  a  gift  can  be  prepared  out  of  fb  vile  abjed, 
i  and  contemptible  things,  whenas  though  (by  their 
leave)  every  good  thing  (for  the  moft  part)  is  wont 
to  he  abjed  and  mean,  arid  riot  precious,  witnefs 
Sandtvow,  who  tells  us  that  he  had  declared  the 
whole  Work  to  not  a  few,  even  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  but  (by  reafon  of  the  meannefs  of  the 
lame)  they  judged  it  to  be  butoffmall  moment, belie¬ 
ving  that  no  good  could  poffibly  proceed  thencefrom 

Befides  too,  it  oft  times  happens  that  even  many 
of  thofe  who  by  their  reading  and  diligent  ferutiny 
have  attained  the  knowledge  of  the  true  matter,  arc 
notwithftanding  that  ignorant  of  the  true  Fire  that 
gives  Tindure  unto  that  true  matter,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  mafters  of  their  wifhes  and  defires.  Infi¬ 
nite  is  the  number  of  thefe  and  fuch  like  obftacles 
which  impead,  and  retard  the  defirous  fearchers  af- . 
ter  fb  great  a  Work.  For  many  there  be  that  feek, 
but  few  are  they  that  find. 

Queftion 

Whether  or  no  the  Thilofophers  do  fo  much  differ  a- 
mongfi  each  other ^  as.  that  one  hath  prepared  that  Uni- 
verfal  Medicament  of  this  matter ,  and  another  of  that  ? 

Anfive't. 

Yea,  verily  they  feemmuch  to  differ  amongftthem- 
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felves,  not  onely  as  to  the  external  Letter,  but  their 
Opinions  alfb  that  concern  the  very  matter  it  felfare 
very  various  and  diferepanr,  but  yet  as  to,  the  Bafis 
and  Fundamentals  of  the  truth,  there  they  are  of 
one  rriind,  though  one  hath  prepared  his  liniverfal 
Medicament  of  one  matter,  and  another  of  another 
matter,  and  have  each  (after  the  finifhing  of  their 
Work )  deferibed  the  operation  agreeable  to  their 
own  way  of  proceeding. 

Queftion  6. 

Whether  or  no  there  are  more  univerfal  matters  than 
one^  out  of  -which  the  uni-verfal  TwStureis  prepared? 

Anfwer. 

As  far  forth  as  we  can  gather  from  the  Writings, 
both  of  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Philofbphers,  they 
have  not  onely  ufed  divers  matters,  but  alfo  differ¬ 
ent  ways  of  operation,  in  the  preparing  of  their 
Tindures :  But  the  Tindure  being  acquired,  each 
had  an  univerfal  Medicine,  and  was  therewithal! 
content,  though  (I  confefs)  one  Medicine  was  more 
virtuous  and  efficacious  than  another. 

Queftion  7. 

'  .  ■  V 

TVhtch  of  the  Aietals  and  M.tnevals  are  to  he  accounted 
of  as  the  true  matter  of  the  Stone  ? 

Anfwer. 

If  you  fhould  onely  mind  the  literal  fence,  the 
Philofbphers  thenfeem  to  know^  a  way  of  preparing 
their  Tindure,  not  onely  out  of  all  the  Metals,  buc 
even  out  of  the  Minerals  too  ;  For  they  haveimpo- 
fed  fb  many  names  upon  their  matter,  calling  it  one 
while  Gold,  another  while  Silver,  or  Mars,  or  Sa¬ 
turn,  yea  and  Magnefia,  Arfenick,  Sulphur,  Soot, 
Llrine,Blood,Sperm,Afe;2j-lr«»wz,  and  I  know  not  how 
many  abfurd  names,  which  have  feduced  the  un skil¬ 
ful!  Searchers  into  various  errours,  whereby  they 
have  beftowed  their  Labours,  and  fpent  their  Eftates 
upon  unprofitable  matters,  and  fo  loft  both  their 
Pains  and  Charges. 

Queftion  8. 

Whether  or  not  the  TinElure  may  fiot  he  extraSied  as 
well  out  of  fixt  Gold  and  Sil-ver  as  out  of  the  other  imper¬ 
fect  Metals,  and  immature  and  volatile  Minerals,  fee¬ 
ing  that  the  Philofophers  fay, that  all  the  Minerals  and  Me¬ 
tals  have  their  original  out  of  one/and  the  fame  root,  and 
do  agree  ds  to  their  inward  Effence,  the  difference  that  is 
between  them  confifiing  onely  in  the  purity  or  impurity, 
and  in  the  fixity  or  volatility  of  them.  If  therefore  the 
pure  he  hut  feparated  from  the  impure,  and  Shell  from  the 
Kernel,  that  feparated  purity  of  the  imperfeCt  Metals 
will  give  the  fame  that  the  mofi  pure  Gold  and  Silver 
will.  Nay  more,  if  it  were  necefjdry  it  mought  eafily 
he  demovfirated,  that  a  true  ’Tinbture,  and  wholjeme 
for  both  the  bodies  of  Men  and  Metals,  may  not  onely  he 
prepared  out  of  any  Metal  and  Mineral,  hut  even, 
out  of  the  Vegetables  and  Animals  themfelves  too,  and 
and  that  by  reafon  of  their  included  Sulphur,  which  is 
the  Father  and  Original  of  all  the  Metals  ? 

Anfwer, 

But  what  need  is  there  of  feeking  that  in  far  rc- 
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mote  places,  which  offers  it  felf  nearer  at  hand  ? 
wifely  therefore  did  the  Philofophers  rejedl  all  the 
Vegetables  and  Animals,  and  other  the  like  unprofi¬ 
table  things,  as  to  the  making  the  univerfal  Tindure, 
they  exprefly  advifed  us,  thatfuch  things  as  you  de¬ 
fire  to  reap,  you  muft  fow;  and  that  he  that  thinks 
with  himfelf  of  beftowing  his  labours  about  fuch  ope¬ 
rations,  muft  begin  with  thofe  things  that  nature 
hath  left  off  at,  and  could  not  advance  to  a  farther 
perfedion.  And  what  elfe  I  pray  do  Artifts  feek 
for  but  Gold  and  Silver?  if  fb,  then  (as  the  Philolb- 
phers  do  ferioufly  admonffh  us)  we  muft  take  their 
Seeds  and  Sow  them,  if  we  would  Reap  a  much  aug¬ 
mented  and  exalted  Crop  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

Queftion  9. 

If  the  cafe  fands  thus  tvith  thefe  labours^  as  that  thofe 
things  ovhich  are  foivti,  are  again  reafed  in  a  multiplied 
encreafe,  ivby  is  not  the  moji  noble  Seed  of  Gold  onely 
foivn  ?  irbat  need  is  there  of  adding  Silver  theremtto 
oahich  there's  no  appearance  (as  to  the  outftde  vieip)  of 
any  colour. 

Anfwer. 

Although  there  be  not  any  apparent  colour  in  the 
Silver,  yet  is  it  certain  that  there  lies  abundance  of 
colour  therein  hidden,  which  notwithftanding  does 
not  diflblve  it  felf  before  it  is  unlockt  and  inverted 
by  the  labour  and  help  of  the  true  Chymick  Art, 
and  that  its  external  whitenefs  be  hidden,  and  its  in¬ 
ternal  rednefs  be  brought  forth  to  light.  For  veri¬ 
ly  a  true  Tindure  necelfary  for  the  tranfmutation  of 
the  Metals  can  never  be  prepared  out  of  bare  fimple 
Gold,  without  an  addition  of  Silver  thereunto  :  For 
Silver  is  the  Matrix  of  Gold,  in  which,  this  (asbeing 
the  mafculine  Seed)  germinates,  grows  and  multi¬ 
plies  its  colour. 

Queftion  10. 

This  feems  to  every  body  a  wonder  that  a  red  colour 
fhould  alfo  lie  hidden  in  white  Silver^  feeing  that  there 
are  not  a  few  who  think  that  even  Gold  it  felf  does  not 
contain  more  of  colour  than  it  needs  for  its  own  felf.  How 
therefore  muji  this  be  under  food  ? 

Anfwer. 

As  to  this,  you  muft  not  at  all  mind  the  external 
fhape,  but  that  which  lies  occultly  hidden.  The  inter¬ 
nal  parts  of  any  Seed  are  notvifible  to  the  fight,as  for 
example.  A  Vegetable  Seed  prefents  you  not  with 
the  fight  of  any  various  colours,  but  when  it  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Earth  as  to  its  Matrix,  it  then  fends 
forth  firft  green  Sprouts,  then  Stalks,  then  Leaves, 
after  which  fucceed  mofi:  curioufly  painted  colours, 
that  at  laft  the  Seed  comes  forth  with  an  incredible 
augmentation,  all  which  were  not  vifible  in  the  bare 
Seed. 

Con fider  alfo  the  Egg  of  any  Bird,  in  which  no 
body  can  difeern  any  Bird,  confiding  of  fuchMivers 
and  various  Members,  and  adorned  with  fuch  deli¬ 
cate  Feathers  afore  the  faid  Bird  is  hatcht,  the  Egg 
being  ripened  by  an  external  cherifhing  heat. 

-  Queftion  1 1.  ' 

This  fmilitude  of  the  Seed  of  aVegetable^andof  a  Bird^ 
doth  not  a  little  enlighten  my  mind  and  giveme  encourage¬ 
ment  to  believe :  I  do  therefore  firmly  believe  that  there  is 


hidden  an  abundance  of  colour  not  onely  in  yellow  Gold  | ' 
but  alfo  in  white  Silver  tt  Jelf  too,  infcmuch  that  I  dl 
affurcdly  perfwade  my  felf  that  a  confiant  and  mofi  I 
high  Tintture  may  eafily  be  prepared  out  of  Gold  and  Sil-  \  I 
ver,  and  that  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  prepare  a  \ ! 
permanent  Fire-brooking  Tmeiure  outofiheimperfetl  ^ 
Metals  and  immature  Minerals  (though  they  aljo  hide  j| 
wit  bin  their  infide  bowels  mofi  exquifite  colours )  by  reaf on  [j 
of  that  imperfeblion  and  unripenejs  which  they  lie  under  j  1 

•  Anjwer.  j 

Your  judgment  and  opinion  is  true.  For  although  > 
the  lelTer  Metals,  as  alfo  the  Minerals  themfelves  too  I ; 
do  hide  within  their  bowels,  the  moft  high  colours  1| 
and  though  thofe  very  colours  may  eafily  be  fepara-  .i 
ted  from  their  unprofitable  bodies,  yet  notwithftan-  'i 
ding  there  is  requifite  to  fuch  operations  a  long  fpace  ^ ' 
of  time,  great  expence,  and  hard  labour,  viz.  to  i  ] 
make  fuch  Tindures  conftant,  permanent,  and  ■ 
fixt  by  the  common  Fire  of  Wood  and  Coals!  But 
yet  he  that  knows  the  fecret  Fire  of  the  Philofophers 
will  eafily  give  unto  fuch  Tindures  that  conftancy  in  i 
the  Fire  that  is  requifite,  which  otherwife,  and  by  the  i 
common  Fire,  will  very  difficultly  and  hardly  ever  i 
be  effeded.  For  example,  common  water  will  al-  ;1 
ways  remain  water,  and  therefore  will  never  be  i  I 
brought  into  aftony  or  metallick  nature  by  the  Fire  •; 
of  Wood  or  Coals.  But  a  thing  may  be  eafily  redu-  ^ 
ced  untp  that  which  it  was  before :  If  an  hard  Stone  i ; 
be  turned  into  pure  water,  it  may  be  reduced  (even  i  i 
by  the  help  of  the  common  Fire)  out  of  that  fame  i 
Water  into,  a  more  pure  Stone,  and  fo  is  it  likewife  ■ 
with  a  Metal,  if  treated  with  the  fame  operation.  * 

But  yet  I  do  not  deny  but  that  even  any  com-  ^ 
mon  water,  or  any  Stone  may  be  changed  into  a  ! 
Metal,  but  then  1  fay,  it  muft  be  done  by  the  help/  ! 
not  of  the  common  Fire,  but  of  the  Fire  of  the  Wife 
Men,  by  which  Fire,  even  the  Waters  are  wont  to  , 
be  changed  into  Metals  in  the  F'arth ;  For  all  Metals 
and  all  Stones  have  their  rife  out  of  the  Water  and  ' 
were  at  firft  Water.  Whofoever  thereforedorh  well 
and  throughly  know  this  fecret  Fire,  which  the  I 
Philofophers  have  always  with  their  utmoft  diligence 
and  care  concealed,  he  may  work  upon  all  the  iirfl: 
beings  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  common  Sulphur,  ' 
Mercury,  Antimony,  Arfenick,  Auripigmenr,  Co!  ■ 
bolt,  and  others  of  that  kind,  and  tranfmute  them 
into  red  and  white  Tinftures.  Bat  if  he  has  no'  ; 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  fame,  let  him  in  God’s  name 
apply  himfelf  onely  to  fixt  Gold  and  Silver,  and  ha¬ 
ving  volatilized  them,  turn  them  into  Water,  and' 
again  turn  this  fame  Water  into  a  fixed  Stone,  which 
if  he  brings  but  to  pafs,  he  enters  upon  the  neareft 
way,  and  will  be  a  mafter  of  that  which  he  beftows 
his  labour  in  the  fearch  of. 

Queftion  12.  j 

If  this  be  the  mofi  compendious  way  of  getting  the 
Philofophers  TinHure,  viz.  out  of  thofe  known  Metals, 
as  fixt  Gold  and  Silver ;  Why  do  fome  of  the  Philofophers 
write  that  their  Sol  and  Lune  is  not  that  common  and 
well  known  Gold  and  Silver,  and  that  as  well  the  Poor  j 
as  the  Rich  have  that  Sol  and  Lune  as  is  theirs,  and  \ 
may  eafily  prepare  the  Tinbiure  it  felf  there  out  of)  fa 
that  (it  feems')  all  fuch  as  bufie  themfelves  in  the  fearch- 
ing  after  that  mofi  eminent  Medicine  in  the  common  Gold 
and  Silver,  do  extreamly  err  ? 


Anfwey- 
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AnfTver. 

Thefe  Philofbphers  that  rejeft  the  common  and 
well  known  Gold  and  Silver,  were  clearly  ignorant 
of  the  knowledge  of  making  of  the  Tindure  out  of 
them,  which  had  they  but  known  and  well  under¬ 
flood,  they  would  not  Ib  confidently  have  affirmed 
i  fuch  a  thing  in  their  Writings.  But  forafmuch  as 
!  they  knew  but  that  one  way  of  making  the  Tindure 
i  out  of  the  volatile  Minerals,  and  that  that  way  of 
1  making  it  with  fixt  Gold  and  Silver  was  unkown 
I  unto  them,  they  could  not  mention  unto  us  any  o- 

i  ther  way  than  their  own  ;  whereas  though  there  are 
not  a  few  of  the  Philofbphers,  that  on  the  other  hand 

1  commend  unto  us  the  common  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
:  rejed  all  the  other  Metals.  Nor  is  the  number  too 

ii  very  fmall,  of  fuch  as  do  confefs,  that  the  Tindure 
1  may  be  made  of  the  more  imperfcd  Metals,  and  vo- 
r  latile  Minerals,  but  yet  with  this  caution,  that  one 
1  fubjedismucheafier,  fpeedier,  and  better  to  operate 
\  upon  than  another  is, 

No  Man  can  all  at  once  clearly  know  and  appre¬ 
hend  every  thing,  and  therefore  it  would  be  much 
better  for  a  mart  to  judge  onely  of  the  things  he 
knows,  and  not  cenfure  the  things  he  is  ignorant  of, 

,  that  fo  the  World  may  not  by  this  means  be  ftufc 
‘  with  fo  many  Writings  which  thwart  one  another. 
Some  there  are  who  perfwade  themfelves,  that  (when 
they  do  at  long  run  arrive  by  many  turnings  and 
windings  unto  the  wiffit  for  placej  there  is  no  cer- 
tainer  nor  more  compendious  way  than  that  which 
they  took  in  making  their  Journey.  Hence  it  is,  that 
the  Writings  of  the  Philofophers  are  fo  involved 
with  intricate  opinions,  out  of  which  no  body  can 
well  free  himfelf,  unlefs  the  whole  knowledge  of  na¬ 
ture  be  opened  unto  him  :  But  feeing  the  number  of 
fuch  is  very  fmall,  therefore  it  muft  of  necelfity  fol¬ 
low,  that  they  who  err  are  very  many,  and  that 
they  who  become  mailers  of  the  truth,  are  but  a 
very  few. 

Queftion  i;. 

TVhat  therefore  is  it  that  is  neceffary  for  us  to  know^ 

I  or  vthat  things  mu(t  ive  be  furnijhed  withaU^  when  we 
']  apply  our  minds  to  the  fearch  of  fo  great  a  fecret  ? 

Anfwer. 

Forafmuch  as  the  univerfal  Medicine  is  the  gift 
of  God,  and  not  of  Man,  it  is  but  juft,  that  the  fame 
be  fought  for  at  the  hands  of  God,  and  not  of  Men, 
who  (in  one  night  and  by  a  Dream)  can  reveal 
thofe  things,  which  a  Man  will  not  get  all  his  life 
long  by  his  reading  of  the  many  intricate  Books  ex¬ 
tant  ;  And  thus  much  doth  Da-vid  teach  us,  faying, 
Jn  vain  do  you  rife  up  early ^  and  go  to  Bed  loaden  with 
cares^  for  God  bejlows  his  gifts  upon  thofe  that  love  him^ 
even  whilfi  they  Sleep. 

Queftion  14. 

By  what  weans  may  a  gift  fo  divine  be  obtained  from 
God  ? 

Anfwer. 

\ 

By  daily  praying  unto  him,  and  by  accompany¬ 
ing  your  Prayers  with  daily  and  diligent  Labour. 
For  Prayers  alone  wont  ferve  turn,  unlefs  the  rea- 


dingot  good  Authours,  and  continued  Labour  be 
allb  adjoyned  thereunto.  God  reveals  his  good 
things  to  mortal  Men,  by  their  ferious  Prayers,  and 
and  continual  Labours. 

Queftion  15. 

Are  all  Men  fit  to  begfo  great  a  gift  at  God's  hands ^ 
without  any  dijf  erence  at  alf  or  doth  f  0  great  a  fecret 
recjuire  onely  fame  particular  Metis  Supplications^  and 
not  admit  every  one,  as  if  all  were  fitted  thereunto  ? 


Verily  every  body  is  not  fit  or  worthy  to  be  a 
mafter  of  the  lame.  For  fhould  it  be  granted  every 
one,  this  lb  exquifite  an  Art,  and  of  fo  great  a  con¬ 
cernment,  would  become  as  common  as  the  baking 
ofBread,  and  brewing  of  Ale,  but  this  is  contrary 
to  the  command  of  God,  who  wills  not,  that  the 
Goat  fhould  have  fo  long  a  Tail  as  the  Cow,  for  lb 
in  Pride  fhe  may  finite  out  her  own  Eyes.  God  well 
knows  when,  and  where  to  give,  and  who  it  is  that 
merits  fuch  great  favours.  But  however  this  is  an 
undoubted  truth  that  the  proud  fhall  never  obtain 
any  good  thing  at  the  hands  of  God. 

Whofoever  therefore  has‘a  defire  after  great  things, 
let  him  throughly  learch  his  heart,  and  fee  ifit  be 
upright  and  fincere  towards  God,  or  no,  and  it  is  ne- 
celfarily  expedient  for  him  well  to  examine  himlelf^ 
(before  he  lets  about  the  Labours  of  lb  great  an  Ar¬ 
canum)  for  this  reafon,  left  it  Ihould  happen  to  him, 
as  it  did  to  that  ambitious  and  proud  Gueft,  who  (as 
Chrift  teacheth)  fate  himfelf  down  in  the  chiefeft 
place  of  the  Feaft,  which  he  was  not  worthy  of,  and 
was  afterwards  conftrained  (to  his  great  lhame  and 
reproach)  to  yield  the  lame  to  a  worthier  and  honef- 
ter  Man  than  himfelf. 

I 

Queftion  16. 

How  mufi  fuch  a  Man  be  (qualified,  that  defires  to 
obtain  from  God  by  his  Vrayers,  fo  great  a  fecret,  and 
by  his  Labours  to  bring  it  to  a  final  end  ? 

Anfwer. 

Firft  of  all  an  Arcanum  of  lb  great  an  importance 
requires  a  free  Man,  and  fuch  an  one  as  is  not  bound 
to  any  other,  nor  intangled  with  any  other  humane 
affairs,  that  lb  being  in  a  quiet  and  filent  polliture, 
he  may  by  his  daily  Prayers  fue  unto  God  for  his 
Blelfing,  and  may  be  at  leifure  continually  to  read 
good  Authours,  and  to  let  no  time  flip  wherein  his 
Labours  are  required.  Then  farther,  fuch  a  Man 
muft  likewife  be  pious  and  liberal,  and  forward  in 
helping  of  the  Poor  :  he  muft  alfo  be  no  Tatler,  he 
muft  have  a  good  and  found  mind,  and  be  given  to 
temperance  and  fobriety.  He  muft  not  do  as  the 
roving  Mountebank  doth,  infinuating  himfelf  one 
while  into  this  Man’s  Acquaintance,  another  while 
into  that  Mans :  He  muft  not  be  over  credulous, 
prefently  to  believe  every  ones  pretenfion :  He  muft 
not  mind  his  foie  benefit  nor  be  prone  to  covetoufi 
nefs,  andaim  atgrafping  allunto  himfelf.  He  muft 
not  be  of  an  unconftant  mind, bur  exped  and  wait  for 
(with  a  patient  and  conftant  Relblution )the  end  of  that 
which  his  defire  inclines  him  to,  and  therefore  he 
muft  not  be  prefently  enraged,  or  be  affeded  with 
a  wearifomnels  ifit  fhould  fo  happen  unto  him  as  not 

P  p  to 
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have  every  thing  prefently  anfwering  his  expec¬ 
tation.  He  does  not  propofe  unto  himfelf  the  get¬ 
ting  of  great  honours  in  the  World,  and  of  having  in 
his  hands  power  and  authority,  but  rather  airns  at  the 
honour  of  God,  and  the  helping  and  (liccouring  the 
poor  lick  anddiftrelTed  ones.  Farther  yet,  he  muft  be 
furnifhed  withnecefTary  means,  left  he  be  conftrained 
through  the  want  of  Coals,  Materials,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  to  leave  off  the  Work  he  has  begun.  But  he 
muft  efpecially  have  God  always  before  his  Eyes,  and 
exped  the  happy  event  from  him  alone,  and  attribute 
nothing  at  all  to  his  own  peculiar  Wifedom,  and  be 
daily  at  his  Prayers,  and  labour  without  ceafing, 
and  with  a  patient  mind  wait  on  the  Lord  fora  fuc- 


ing  that  the  Writings  which  their  Parents  left  them 
were  fully  as  hard  to  be  underftood  as  thofe  written 
by  other  Authours,  and  which  were  not  penned  and 
publifhed  for  the  fake  of  their  Children,  but  fot  the 
lake  of  all  others  in  general. 

Queftion  ^o. 

What  ufe  are  fmh  intricate  and  obfeure  Writings  of? 
would  it  not  have  been  better  that  they  had  not  Written 
at  all  ?  If  they  had  but  onely  difclofed  the  true  matter^  tf 
would  have  afforded  the  fearching  inquirers  more  Itgbt^ 
and  they  would  have  been  able  more  eajily  to  have  appre¬ 
hended  the  truth  ? 


cefsfull  end. 

Briefly  he  that  is  ftudious  after  fuch  a  fccret,  muft 
fo  lead  his  life,  as  to  walk  unblamably  both  before 
God  and  Man. 

Queftion.  17. 

Which  of  thefe  two  ways  is  mofi  fafe  and  mofi  eafe 
for  the  attainment  of  this  divine  gift,  that  which  makes 
ufe  of  the  common  Gold  and  Silver,  or  that  which  ufeth 
the  unknown,  and  as  yet  volatile  Gold  of  the  Fhi- 
lofophers  ? 

Anfwer. 

You  muft  know  that  both  ways  are  good,  and 
lead  you  on  to  your  wifhed  end,  if  they  be  but 
rightly  and  orderly  according  to  Art  proceeded 
withal]. 

Queftion  18. 

By  what  means  jhaU  an  unskilfull  beginner,  and  one 
who  is  ignorant  of  fo  great  an  Art,  enter  upon  the  right 
way,  and  not  err,  whenas  he  hath  not  any  one  to  guide 
him  as  it  were  along  by  the  hand  ? 

Anfwer. 

Who  fhewed  the  way  unto  the  other  Philofbphers 
that  were  before  us  >  were  not  all  of  them  ( fome  few 
excepted  who  confels  that  they  learned  the  Art  from 
good  Friends)  conftrained  to  learn  the  fame  out  of 
the  Books  of  the  Ancients,  and  by  the  divine  Re¬ 
velation  ? 

Queftion  19. 

Where  may  a  Man  find  fuch  good  and  well  difpofed 
Friends  who  will  jhew  the  way  to  him  that  is  un- 
sktlfull  ? 


Such  men  are  wondrous  rare,  and  indeed  good 
reafbn  have  they  fb  to  be,  and  to  deal  warily  and 
wifely  in  revealing  fuch  notable  fecrets.  It  is  not  en¬ 
graven  on  each  Man’s  Forehead,  whether  he  be 
good  or  evil ;  we  rarely  meet  with  any  example, 
whereby  it  hath  appeared,  that  even  a  Father  hath 
difclofed  to  his  Son  fo  great  a*  fecret  before  hisdeatb. 
Nay  more,  if  Parents  have  left  ought  written  for 
their  Children  at  their  death;  yet  hath  it  been  fo 
intricate  as  that  they  could  not  do  any  good  on  it 
without  divine  Revelation.  And  upon  this  very  ac¬ 
count  have  divers  fuch  defifted  from  the  work,  flnd- 


Anfwer. 

.  1 

No  furely,  it  would  not  have  been  better,  if  they 
had  pafled  over  fo  weighty  a  thing  in  filence.  Whence 
I  pray  fhould  we  their  Succeflburs  have  known,  that 
there  is  fuch  an  excellent  Medicament  in  nature? 
The  Books  they  have  written  do  remove  from  us 
even  every  Scruple  of  doubt,  and  caufe  us  to  believe, 
that  there  hath  been,  is,  and  may  be  made  fuch  an 
univerfal  Medicament,  if  God  pefmits.  The  reafon 
why  they  have  not  jumpt  together  in  difclofing  the 
matter  of  the  Stone  with  one  unanimous  confent,  is 
this,  becaufe  one  ufed  this  matter,  another  that,  for 
the  making  of  their  univerfal  Tindure,  and  fo  each 
of  them  have  deferibed  the  way  of  making  the  fame 
after  his  own  way.  Hence  it  is,  that  one  hath  de¬ 
livered  this  manner,  but  another  that  hath  proceeded 
another  way  could  not  give  us  the  felf  fame  accompt 
of  making  it  juft  as  the  other  did,  but  hath  hinted 
unto  us  onely,  the  way  which  he  himfelf  ufed. 

The  greateft  difference  is  about  the  matter  onely 
of  the  5tone ;  one  part  of  them  feith  that  the  comr 
mon  and  fixt  Sol  and  Luna  is  the  matter  of  the  Stone, 
and  lays  by  or  rejects  all  other  Subjects.  Another 
part  affirms  that  a  volatile  and  an  unripe  Gold  is  the. 
Mafter  of  the  feme,  and  that  the  common  Sol  and  ^ 
Luna  are  to  be  wholly  waved  as  being  unprofitable 
for  the  matter  of  the  Stone.  Moreover  the  Philofo- 
phers  in  their  defeription  of  making  the  Stone  menti¬ 
on  a  dry  way  and  a  moift  way,  a  long  way  and  a 
ffiort  way,  a  common  Fire  and  a  fecret  Fire,  which 
they  ufed  in  the  ripening  of  their  Tindures.  And 
now  (  on  this  accompt  )  it  could  not  otherwife  be ; 
but  that  they  ffiould  publilh  fuch  unlike,  dubious, 
and  thwarting  Writings,  which  have  rendred  the 
way  of  finding  out  the  truth  fo  difficult  and  intri¬ 
cate,  and  have  led  the  Lovers  of  the  Art  into  fuch 
abundance  of  Errours,  and  fruitleft  Labours.  The 
common  Fire  I  wiffi,  is  deftitute  of  the  power  of  ri¬ 
pening  volatile  Gold,  and  reducing  it  into  a  Tindure, 
which  that  fecret  Fire,  continually  burning  with  its 
flame  in  the  glafs  upon  the  matter  of  the  Stone,  is 
able  to  effed.  Now  befides  the  common  Fire,  there 
muft  necelfarily  be  the  afliftance  of  the  moift  Fire, 
which  being  kindled  by  the  Fire  of  Coals  and  made 
efficacious,  doth  radically  conjoin  the  fixt  Gold  and 
Silver,  brings  them  unto  a  volatility,  and  makes  1 
them  again  conftant  in  the  Fire.  This  way  (  in  my 
judgment )  is  the  ffiorteft,  eafieft  and  fefeft  of  all ; 
foj  it  makes  the  fixt  Sol  and  Luna  Ipiritual  and  vola¬ 
tile  in  three  days  time,  and  turns  them  into  the 
Mercury  of  the  Philofbphers,  which  white  Mercury 
of  the  Philofbphers  doth  afterwards  pafs  in  one  days 
fpace,  into  the  black  Lead  of  the  wife  men,  if  a 
final!' Fire  be  adminiftred  thereunto.  This  Lead  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  put  into  its  requifite  glafs,  may  (  by  the  help  of 
common  Fire  )  be  reduced  (  after  its  changing  of 
Colours .)  into  a  conftant  Tincture. 

And  now  though  the  ripe  and  fixt  Gold  coft  and 
be  far  dearer  than  the  immature  Sol  is,  yet  that’s  no 
matter,  for  there  needs  not  a  pound  of  Gold  to  be 
ufed  about  the  compleating  of  this  work,  but  half  a 
pound  onely,  or  clfe  but  two  or  three  ounces,  that 
ib  the  operation  may  be  the  fboner  ended.  Nor 
will  he  that  (hall  once  have  brought  one  half  Ounce 
unto  a  due  perfe(n:ion,  need  fuch  a  deal  of  Gold,  for 
,  he  wants  not  Gold  any  more,  wherewith  to  begin 
ihe  operation  a  new.  And  although  on  the  other 
hand  the  maturation  of  the  immature  Gold  by  the 
fecret  Fire  doth  not  require  fo  much  expence  as  the 
common  Gold  doth,  yet  it  requires  more  time  for 
its  perfedtion.  Befides  too,  the  moift  way  is  always 
fubjedt  to  more  Cafualty  and  Hazard,  and  requires 
a  much  longer  time  to  bring  it  to  the  defired  per- 
fedtion.  It  is  therefore  at  every  man’s  pleafure,  to 
choofe  which  of  thefe  two  ways  pleafeth  him,  onely 
he  muft  proceed  warily  and  prudently.  And  if  he 
Ihould  chance  to  commit  fome  Errour  once  or  twice, 
yet  will  not  fuch  Errours  be  of  any  great  detriment 
unto  him,  if  he  can  but  at  laft  arrive  unto  the  wifht 
for  end,  and  reap  the  multiplied  and  manifold  Fruits 
of  his  Crop.  Thus  much  was  I  willing  (  and  in¬ 
deed  ought )  to  communicate  of  my  opinion  (  con¬ 
cerning  the  univerfal  Medicine  )  unto  the  Difciples 
of  Hermes^  but  yet  without  prefcribing  (or  obtru¬ 
ding  my  thoughts;  upon  any  one,  but  leaving  every 
one  to  his  own  Conceptions, 

Mean  while  I  would  advife  every  one  not  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  thing  of  lb  great  a  moment,  rafhly  and  in- 
confiderately,  but  in  the  firft  place  accurately  to 
weigh  all  things  in  his  mind,  as  to  what  may  be  done, 
and  what  may  not,  left  he  repent  him  at  laft  and 
be  quite  tired  with  his  fruitleft  Labours.  Fork  is  no 
mean  flight  bufinefs  to  prepare  the  true  Tindlure  of 
thePhilofophers,  neither  is  it  given  unto  every  man 
to  have  the  knowledge  and  pofleflion  of  fo  great  a 
Work. 

Queftion  it. 


or 


Would  it  not  he  a  wry  convenient  thing  for  two 
three  Friends  to  joyn  their  hands  together ^  and  help  each 
ether  by  their  mutual  Labour  and  Expences^  and  fo  eafe 
that  trouble  which  otherwife  one  alone  mufi  undergo  ?  Or 
tf  any  one  he  fo  minded  as  to  attempt  the  work  alone., 
would  it  not  be  better  fdr  him  to  get  him  Jome  faithfull 
and  diligent  Cperatour,  whofe  help  he  might  make  ufeof , 
tn  the  promoting  and  forwarding  of  his  Operations. 

Anfwer. 

F‘or  my  part,  I  would  not  ad  vile  any  one  to  do 
thus.  For  when  a  work  of  fo  great  a  moment  is  to 
be  undertaken,  and  to  be  accompliflied  by  the  com¬ 
mon  mutual  Ex  pence  and  Labour  of  others,  the 
Affairs  are  then  obnoxious  to  no  fmall  hazard,  and 
for  the  moft  part  come  fliort  of*  the  hop’d  for  event, 
by  reafon  of  the  moft  different  Opinions  amongft 
men,concerning  which  the  Comoedian  faid  very  right, 
fo  many  heads  fo  many  ’opinions,  every  one  harii  a 
peculiar  fancy. 

Now  then,  frorh  one  defiring  this  thing  another 
that,  there  can’t  arife  ought  elfe  but  confufed  adi- 
ons  and  operations,  which  are  fo  far  from  forward¬ 
ing  the  work,  as  that  they  retard  and  obftrud  the 


fame.  Many  Work-men  difagreeing  amongft  them- 
folves,  can  never  build  an  Houfe  agreeable  to  the 
right  dimenfions  of  building.  And  therefore  it  is  far 
better  for  every  one  to  apply  himfelf  fingle  and  a- 
lone  to  the  performing  offogreata  work,  and  quietly 
to  attend  upon  the  fame,  and  invoke  God’s  help  ' 
alone,  and  leave  off  his  expedations  from  man,  a? 
mongft  whom  fidelity  and  love,  are  like  the  rare  Bird 
in  the  Earth,  and  as  fcarce  as  a  black  Swan  1  Nay 
even  the  friendfhip  of  brethren  is  wondrous  rare, 
and  (  which  is  worft  of  all ;  the  bond  of  friendfhip 
is  too  often  broken  afunder  betwixt  Parents  and 
Children.  The  golden  Alphabet  doth  likewife  in  its 
beginning  teach  us  the  very  fame,  faying,  truft  in 
God  onely,  and  in  him  place  thy  hope,  give  not  any 
credit  to  the  promifes  of  man,  God  onely  is  faithful!, 
fidelity  is  banifhed  out  of  the  World. 

Tk  fufficiently  evident,  what  kind  of  doings 
there  is  in  the  Courts  of  great  men,you’l  there  find  2, 
5,4,  or  more  ChymicalOperatours  bufily  imployed 
about  making  the  Philofophers  Stone,  for  they  feek 
after  nothing  left,  but  yet  by  reafon  of  their  igno¬ 
rance,  they  effed  but  very  little  or  nothing  at  all, 
for  the  main  thing  that  they  mind  is  to  ftrut  it 
bravely  out  in  their  Silks  and  gay  Apparel,  and  to 
have  their  Tables  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  various 
Diflies,  and  generous  Wines  and  Drinks,  whereby 
they  may  ftuff  their  Bellies;  and  this  is  clearly  teftb 
fied  by  daily  experience ;  and  as  for  taking  to  ones 
folf  an  Operatour,  that  is  more  hazardous  than  the 
other,  where  the  work  is  attempted  by  a  confede¬ 
racy,  at  their  common  mutual  Expences  and  Labour. 
For  feeing  you  cannot  make  an  infpedion  into  any 
man’s  heart,  whereby  to  know  what  Monfter  he 
there  cheriflieth,  and  what  good  or  evil  he  has  hid¬ 
den  in  the  infide  of  his  heart,  you  cannot  poffibly 
promife  your  felf  any  certainty  of  his  taciturnity  or 
fidelity,  and  therefore  plainly  ignorant  muft.  you 
needs  be  whether  the  man  you  would  take  to  aflift 
you  be  faithfull  and  no  tatler.  Verily  even  the 
common  Labour  cannot  be  committed  to  fuch  men 
without  hurt  and  damage,  but  great  Arcana’s  can- 
hot  be  left  to  their  care  without  affured  lofs  of  all. 
’Tis  wondrous  rare  to  find  a  Servant  fo  faithfull,  who 
( after  he  hath  flily  gotten  the  knowledge  of  one 
or  two  Secrets  though  but  trifling  ones  too  )  does 
not  prefently  perfwade  himfelf,  that  now  he’s  a 
skilfull  Artift  enough,  and  no  longer  needs  the  in- 
ftrudtions  and  manududlions  of  any  other.  Thefo 
kind  of  perverfe  men  being  by  thus  (  evilly  perfwa- 
ding  themfelves )  feduced,  are  prefently  wont  fe- 
cretly  to  withdraw  themfelves,  or  if  haply  they  do 
ftay  yet  longer  with  their  Mafter,  they  behave 
themfelves  fo  malepertly  and  unmannerly , as  that  they 
fpoil  the  things  committed  to  their  Charge  merely 
to  accomplifli  this  end  that  their  Mafter  may  diftnift 
them.  If  therefore  you  will  not  wink  at  and  fuffer 
them  to  fpoil  and  deftroy,  by  their  faucy  regardlcft 
Labours  the  things  they  have  under  their  hands, 
but  are  conftrained  to  put  away  thefe  moft  uhgrate- 
full  and  plainly  unmindfull  men  of  the  benefits  they 
have  received,  yet  will  they  not  acquiefee  here  with 
an  honeft  dirmiflionand  parting,  but  will  every  where 
gnaw  and  wound  thy  good  name  by  abundance  of 
reproachfull  Stories,  as  being  now  thus  opiniated 
that  they  far  excel  you,  their  Mafter  in  Wifdom, 
Skill  and  Knowledge.  But  yet  I  except  in  this  place 
thofe  Servants  that  are  honeft,  pious  and  diligenr, 
and  that  love  vertue,  and  make  a  confcience  of  their 
vvavs.  For  the  Devil  has  not  got  the  poffefllon  of 
^  all 
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all  men’s  hearts,  for  there  «re  fonre  «??; 

ratours  to  be  found  who  are  fo  faithful!  unto  their 

Matters,  as  that  could 

Florin  for  their  Mallets,  they  would  raoft  cheerfidly 
do  it.  But  vet  thefe  men  are  fo  very  rare,  that 
fcarce  one  in  ten  can  be  found  that  you  may  give  credit 

to  and  trull.  And  my  own  thirty  years  experience 

hath  taught  me,  and  therefore  I  tell  you  no  more 
than  what  mv  felf  have  to  my  own  detriment  expe¬ 
rienced.  Read  but  what  Taracelfus  hath  written  of 
thefe  perfidbus  Knaves,  amongft  other  things  he  con- 
felTeth,  that  thirteen  of  his  Servants  came  under  the 
Hangman’s  lalh,  and  that  of  them  all  he  found  but 
one  faithfull,  (  and  that  was  Operims)  and  yet  he 
(  after  Taracelfus  his  death )  did  rnamfeftly  enough 
bewray  his  dilTimulation  and  unfaithfulnefs  ;  for  he 
did  not  onely  load  him  with  reproaches,  but  alio 
publifhed  flanderous  Writings  of  him.  This  is  the 
thankfulnefs  the  World  is  wont  to  repay  br  the 
good  that  is  done  it,  fhun  therefore  fuch  ^  thele 
the  moll  you  can,  for  they  neither  fearing  God  nor 
reverencing  men,  make  no  matter  at  all  of  either 
oppoling  the  moft  apparent  truths,  or  of  defending 
It  by  moft  manifeftand  evident  Lies.  And  although 
the  malicious  wickednefs  of  a  man,  be  not  prefently 
known,  yet  notwithftanding  it  bewrays  it  felf  by 
the  flanderous  reproachfull  lies,  with  which  it  re¬ 
quites  the  good  turns  done  him  by  his  Neighbour. 

Thus  much  I  judg’d  worth  while  to  communicate 
to  all  the  Difciples  of  the  Hermetick  Art,  that  fo 
they  may  learn  to  beware  of  thefe  kind  of  Harpies. 

Queftion  11. 

Seeing  it  is  not  good  to  enter  into  friendjhip  or  confort- 
flip  with  others,  m  order  to  the  attempting  fo  great  a 
work :  And  feeing  a  man  runs  a  greater  haz,ard  in  taking 
to  himfelf  an  unknown  Operatour,  haply  it  would  be  the 
hefl  way  to  feek  after  fome  particular  Aiedicament  which 
may  be  fer'uiceable  for  the  benefit  of  both  high  and  low, 
and  which  may  not  onely  prove  helpfull  unto  the  poor ^  but 
alfo  by  which  anecejjary  Sufienance  may  be  found  even 
amongjl  the  rich,  and  fo  by  this  means  may  a  man  lead 
a  quiet  life. 

Anfwer. 

This  advice  or  determination  I  confefs  feems  far 
better  and  more  lafe  than  the  two  former,  but  even 
this  too  needs  a  provident  warinefs,  viz,,  if  a  man 
fliould  haply  (by  his  fedulous  fearch  j  acquire  the 
knowledge  of  fome  eminent  and  excellent  Medica¬ 
ments,  he  muft  take  heed  left  by  prefently  making 
every  one  partaker  of  the  fame,  he  pulls  damage 
on  his  own  head.  For  ’tis  an  ufual  cuftom  amongft 
wicked  men  to  endeavour  (  alfoon  as  they  find  any 
one  gifted  by  God  with  fuch  a  blelTing  )  to  get  it 
out  of  the  breaft  of  the  Poffeflbur  of  the  fame,  by 
moft  cunning  Subtilties,  and  promife  even  golden 
Mountains,  and,  fuch  as  they  are  never  able  to  per¬ 
form.  And  if  once  thou  let’ft  the  Art  pafs  but  out 
of  thy  hands  and  come  within  the  Clutches  of  other 
men,  thou  may’ft  well  fear  in  the  firft  place  left  it 
fliould  be  made  publick,  and  fo  thy  felf  be  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  the  fame,  though  they  whom  thou 
haft  trufted  with  the  fame  have  bound  their  credit 
with  the  firmeft  obligations  imaginable,  and  this 
now  is  to  be  underftood  of  ftich  men  from  whom 
fuch  bonds  as  they  call  them  may  be  demanded. 
But  as  for  the  great  ones  that  are  wont  to  give  onely 


their  words  (  and  ftand  upon  that )  when  they  have 
got  any  Arcanum,  they  are  t^’ont  to  deliver  it  to 
their  Chymical  Operatours  to  make,  for  themfclvcs 
arc  partly  ignorant  of  Chymical  Operations,  and 
partly  fet  not  their  own  hands  to  work ;  if  their 
Operatours  be  skilfull  in  Chymical  Operations  and 
bring  the  fame  to  the  expedted  end,  you  fliall  be 
prefented  with  fome  fmall  reward,  and  even  of  this 
too  will  he  fwhofe  charge  the  prefenting  of  it  is 
committed  unto  )  keep  to  himfelf  the  better  half. 
This  now  is  done  unwittingly  to  their  Mafters,  and 
who  dares  inform  them  of  fiich  deceitfull  Servants,  ^ 
and  purchafe  to  himfelf  the  envy  and  hatred  of  the 
•Courtiers.^  And  fo  thofe  who  are  commanded  to 
bring  thee  good  fweet  Milk,  do  themlelves  firft  take 
away  the  fweet  fat  Cream,  and  then  bring  thee  the 
four  Whey.  But  if  for  the  more  furety,  thoufendeft 
any  Servant  that  may  be  there  at  the  perfedling  of 
the  Operations,  he  will  (  if  faithfull  fatisfie  thee  ;  if 
not,  he  will  prefentthee  with  as  much  of  the  reward 
as  himfelf  pleafeth.  Thus  hath  it  hapned  unto  me, 
for  ’mongft  other  Servants  I  have  had  fuch,  that  in 
their  Cups  have  impudently  boafted  of  fuch  kind  of 
theft,  and  have  prevented  me  of  a  prefent  or  two 
that  belonged  unto  me,  and  have  made  themfelves 
merry  therewithal!. 

Thefe  and  other  fuch  like  inconvencies  are  wont 
to  happen  upon  the  revealing  of  Arcanums,  though 
they  fliould  fully  anfwer  the  expeftation  of  thofe 
whom  they  are  revealed  unto.  But  if  it  fliould  hap¬ 
pen  that  thofe  Chymical  Operatours  fliould  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  ignorance  commit  fome  Errour  in  their 
Labour,  or  Ihould  have  no  mind  to  the  work  as  be¬ 
ing  a  little  more  troublefome  than  ordinary,  fearing 
left  the  Sparks  of  the  Coals  fliould  light  upon  their 
Silken  Garments,  and  that  their  hands  fhould  be 
defiled  with  the  blacknefs  of  the  Coals,  they  pre« 
fentlyperfwade their  Lords,  that  the  Arcanum^fiPivtAi 
was  thus  revealed  is  falfe,  and  that  you  are  a  cheat 
and  a  raer-e  vapour,  and  fo  they  do  not  onely  rob 
thee  of  thy  good  name,  but  do  likewife  by  their 
fraudulent  and  lying  tricks  deceive  their  Mafters  af¬ 
firming  thofe  things  to  be  falfe,  which  notwithftan¬ 
ding  are  moft  certainly  true.  Several  Letters  I  have 
by  me, written  unto  me  from  fuch  Court  Operatours, 
in  which  they  confefs  that  they  have  wrought  up  (or 
made)  thofe  Arcanums  (  which  were  font  them)  not 
without  good  Succefs,  and  that  therefore  they  would 
defire  yet  greater  ones  than  thofe  ;  but  yet  they 
have  afterwards  fpread  obroad  a  falfe  report,  and 
faid  that  they  never  could  receive  any  benefit  by 
them  at  all.  And  that  fruit  or  reward  which  was  due 
unto  me  for  my  difeovery,  themfelves  intercepted, 
fome  got  them  fat  Offices,  others  were  gifted  with 
Nobility  and  Money.  And  fo  indeed  is  it  an  ufual 
thing  for  thofe  that  drefs  the  Vines,  and  prefs  the 
Grapes  and  make  the  Wine,  to  be  (  by  a  forc’tput) 
content  with  the  Husks,  whilft  the  idle  and  fuch  as 
work  not,  drink  up  the  Wine.  Far  better  is  it  there¬ 
fore,  for  every  one  to  prefs  out  his  own  Grapes. 
By  this  means  will  a  man  know  what  is  his,  what 
he  has,  and  what  he  does,  whereby  he  may  ufe  his 
own  things  as  beft  likes  him.  Now  then  well  may 
the  man  that  knows  many  Secrets  be  deterred  by  the 
fo  'many  and  fuch  adverfe  Chances,  from  making 
others  partakers  alfo  of  the_  fame,  and  well  may  he 
efteem  it  much  better  to  enjoy  the  few  things  God 
hath  beftowed  on  him,  with  a  quiet  mind,  than  to 
expeft:  many  things  (  but  with  a  great  deal  of  danger  ) 
from  others. 


And 
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And  thus  much  (hall  fuffice  to  hav^  been  premifed 
by  way  of  ^ejlions  and  Anfivers.  Now  follows  the 
ufe  of  Ibme  eminent  Arcanums  and  incomparable  Me¬ 
dicaments,  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Boohs 
1  laft  publilhed,  one  of  which  treats  of  occult  Fir^, 
ziid  the  other  Contains  three  Dialogues. 


Of  the  Lyoti^  or  of  the  Blotti  of  the  t,y07i^  or  Goldy  how 
it  is  to  be  prepared^  and  to  be  mofi  profitably  ufed  as 
well  in  Medicine  as  in  other  Arts, 

^  A  S  concerning  the  way  of  preparing  this  filoud 
-/jL  of  Gold,  It  is  already  defcribed  in  the  firft  Dia- 
■^logue,  and  its  adjoyned  Corollary,  inlbmuch  that 
there  needs  no  fuller  declaration  in  this  place.  But 
yet  yoii  are  to  know  that  I  have  met  with  ( fince  the 
writing  the  firft  Dialogue)  a  far  eafier  and  more  com 
pendious  way  of  converting  or  turning  any  Gold, 
even  in  a  moment,  into  Bloud  ,  by  the  help  of  our 
«ccult  Sal  Armoniack.  But  this  Bloud  is  not  to  be 
ufed  in  Medicine,  as  it  is  per  fe,  becaufe  of  the 
jtr'moniackf  which  tranfmutes  the  Gold  and  changeth 
it  into  Bloud.  For  thefe  (harp  Saline  and  Corrofive 
Spirits  are  unprofitable,  and  hurtfull  in  Medicine, 
and  are  therefore  to  be  feparated  from  the  Gold , 
which  is  done  by  the  pouring  on  of  common  Water 
or  Rain-water,  which  imbibes  the  Spirits  of  the  Salts, 
and  precipitates  the  moft  red  Powder  of  the  Gold  to 
the  bottom  of  the  Veflel.  iThis  Powder  muft  be  well 
wa(h*t  by  feveral  waters,  and  be  well  freed  from  all 
its  (altifiinefs ;  which  being  fo  freed,  may  ( by  the 
addition  of  (bme  Cordial  Water)  be  reduced  to  the 
cortfiftence  of  a  Syrup,  and  fo  kept  ^  the  Dofe  where¬ 
of  may  be  augmented  or  diminilhed  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  ficR,  and  the  difeafe.  But  common¬ 
ly  fo  much  of  this  Golden  Bloud  is  fuflicient  as  fepes 
to  tinge  a  (poonfull  of  Wine,  Ale,  or  other  Vehicle, 
with  a  red  Colour.  It  is  ufefull  in  all  difeafes  in  which 
the  Heart  needs  ftrengthening.  .  But  efpecially  it  al¬ 
lays  the  immoderate  Flux  of  Bloud  both  in  Men  and 
Women,  and  cures  the  Gonorrhea,  Leprofie,  and 
French  Pox,  if  the  Body  (hall  be  purged  with  due 
Purging  and  Sudorifick  Medicaments.  It  heals  thofe 
Puftules  in  the  Skin,  the  Nofe,  and  other  places  of 
the  Face  if  outwardly  anointed  with  a  Feather  (eve- 
ral  times  a  day.  For  it  drys  vehemently,  and  majjes 
the  Skin  it  felf  fair  and  (moOth.  And  therefore  upon 
this  account  it  is  exceeding  profitable  for  Woolen 
that  have  naturally  pale  Faces  and  Lips ,  for  being 
laid  on»  it  changeth  the  palenefs  into  a  comely  and 
natural  Colour,  efpecially  if  a  little  white  Oil  made 
of  Talk  be  thereto  admixed,  to  temper  and  allay  that 
moft  red  Colour  of  the  Gold,  and  it  likewife  is  a  moft 
delicate  Fucus  for  fuch  Women  whole  Faces  are  not 
onely  pale,  but  alfo  dyed  with  a  duskyifii  or  yellow 
Colour,  and  by  means  of  this  Cofmetick  or  Fucus 
may  they  paint  their  Faces  of  a  natural  Colour.  For 
'  no  Fucus  may  compare  with  this,  for  it  is  (b  commo¬ 
dious  and  durable  that  it  cannot  be  diftinguilhed  or 
known,  nor  be  corrupted  as  others  are,  which  being 
done  with  Vinegar,  fowre  Wine,  Lemon-juyce  and 
(iieb  like  things  do  prefently,by  a  breathing  on  them, 
turn  into  a  filthy  Colour,  and  bewray  a  painted  Face. 
For  this  Golden  Bloud  is  fo  very  conftant,  and  doth 
fo  keep  its  moft  curious  Colour,  as  that  it  rernains  fafe 
from  all  injury  of  the  Elements. 


purple  Colour  ;  whjcii  pafting  into,  a  rednefs,  is  fo 
conftant,  as  that  no  (harp  Waters  can  corrupt  it»  and 
therefore  it  is  far  beyond  all  other  purple  Colours, 
what  name  foever  called  by,  and  Worthily  may  it 
be  accounted  for  a  kingly  Colour. 

It  vvould  be  too  long  to  reckon  up '-in  this  place 
its  various  other  u(es :  It  (erves  in  Medicine  for  the 
tinging  of  divers  Confections  and  Cordial  Waters, 
which  Colour  is  much  nobler,  and  more  profitable 
than  thofe  wherewith  Confeftio  Alkermes  and  Cobr 
dial  Waters  are  wont  to  be  tinged.  ’Tis  evident  that 
the  Colour  of  Gold  doth  rather  benefit  than  hurt  the 
Sick,  which  if  the  faid  Confections  or  Cordial  Wa¬ 
ters  are  coloured  withall,  they  become  the  fairer,  and 
they  are  rendred  yet  more  delicate^  if  the  Atoms  of 
Gold,  being  thereunto  adjoyned,  fly  about  in  the 
Wine  or  Water  like  fo  many  very  (mall  Stars.  For 
if  to  an  Aij.  Vita,  which  is  already  tinged  with  the 
Bloud  of  Gold,  a  little  of  the  ^id  Atoms  be  admixt, 
they  will  fhine  out  of  that  delicate  purple  Colour, 
like  the  moft  bright  Aurora  ( or  day-break )  in  the 
Heavens.  This  is  a  moft  excellent  way  of  making 
Aij.  Fiteesy  for  the  Atoms  of  the  Gold  are  (b  very 
fubtile,  as  that  they  eafily  admit  of  concocftion  and 
digeftion  by  the  heat  of  the  Stomach»  and  emit  their 
Virtues,  which  thofe  common  Gold  leaves  which  are 
mixt  with  Confeblio  Alkermes  ^  Ar^.  Vitte^  and  fuch 
like  compofitions  onely  for  ornaments  lake,  doe  not 
doe:  And  therefore  they  are  no  ways  comparable 
to  thofe  Atoms  of  ours.  ’Tis  no  (mall  trivial  matter 
that  I  difclofe  unto  you,  and  verily  it  would  be  well 
worth  the  while  for  the  Apothecaries  (hops  of  noble 
men  to  efteem  highly  of  the  fame :  And  as  for  what 
and  how  great  things  may  farther  be  done  with  this 
fame  Tindure  of  Gold,  as  to  the  Mctallick  matter» 
may  be  found  ini  the  firft  Dialogue. 


An  eafie  way  of  making  and  preparing  the  Atoffis  of 
Gold. 

Dlflblve  an  Ounce  and  an  half  of  Gold  iri  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Salt,  or  if  you  are  not  furniftied  with 
this  Spirit,  then  dilTolve  the  fame  in  common  A<j, 
Reg.  and  pour  upon  the  Solution  one  pound  or  two 
of  Rain  water ,  whereto  is  admixt  about  one  pound 
of  Rhenifh  Wine,  mix  them  altogether  in  a  glafs,  and 
fhake  them  well,  and  (hut  the  gla(s  dole  that  no  duft 
fall  therein,  fet  it  by  for  fome  days  in  a  warm  place 
that  (b  the  Gold  may  precipitate  out  of  the  Water, 
and  fettle  to  the  bottom  of  the  VclTel  in  the  likenefs 
of  moft  curious  (mall  Stars.  But  if  all  the  Gold  (hall 
not  be  precipitated  in  this  time,  (et  then  the  Glafs  ill 
aB,  and  let  the  Solution  boil  a  while;  then  when  it 
is  again  cool,  (et  by  the  Veflel  (bme-where  that  the 
Gold  may  fettle ,  which  being  diffolved  into  Atoms»^ 
(  and  the  Water  and  Wine  poured  neatly  off)  is  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  Glafs,  and  to  be  often  wafh’t 
with  pure  water  :  So  (hall  you  have  the  Atoms  of 
Gold,  which  you  may  lafely  make  u(e  of  in  Medi- 
cine.  ,  .... 

N.  B.  But  you  are  to  note,  that  it  is  impolTible 
for  the  Gold  to  be  by  thus  proceecJing  (b  diflblved  as' 
for  nothing  at  all  thereof  to  remain  in  the  diffolving 
water.  And  therefore  ’tis  neceflary  that  you  fepa- 
rate  the  refidue  of  the  Gold  out  of  the  water  by  pre¬ 
cipitation.  And  in  my  other  Writings  will  you  meet 


Furthermore,  this  Bloud  (before  it  is  freed  from)  with  feveral  ways  of  feparating  the  fame.  Thefe 
its  Saline  Spirits )  tingeth  the  Hair,  Skin,  Wool,  Bones \  moft  fine  and  (libtile  Atoms  of  Gold  may  you 
of  Beads,  and  Feathers  of  Birds,  with  a  moft  delicate  ‘  jalfo  make  ufe  of  with  moft  notable  profit  even  in  o- 

Q.  9  ther 


lN 


150 


Tk  Fifth  Fart  of 


Part 


concerning  which  you 
In  other  places  of  my 


ther  Chymical  operations, 
will  find  clear  inftrudions 

Writings,  ,  ■  ^  n 

And  forafmuch  as  I  here  make  mention  of  a  molt 

excellent  Jcj.  Vita,  it  feems  in  my  Judgment  necefla- 
ry  and  profitable  to  add  here  a  full  defcriprion  of  the 
fame,  together  with  the  ufe  thereof. 


of  making  a  Golden  Aq.  Vitte,  and  fach  as 
never  as  yet  hath  been  defcribed  and  ^ublijhed  unto 
m  by  any  Fhyfician. 


TAke  of  the  heft  and  pureft  Salr-perre,and  of  white 
and  pure  Tartar,  each  one  pound,  of  yellow 
Sulphur  half  a  pound,  make  thefe  matters  into  Pow¬ 
der,  and  having  well  mixt  them,  put  them  into  a 
Crufible,  and  by  putting  thereunto  a  live  Wood  coal, 
kindle  them,  that  they  may  take  fire  and  burn  up, 
and  leave  a  yellow  mals  behind  in  the  Crufible  ; 
which  being  molten  in  the  fire,  and  turned  forth  into 
a  Mortar,  will  give  you  a  fiery  fulphureous  Stond, 
biting  the  tongue  by  reafon  of  its  fharpnefs.  Now 
whilll  it  is  yet  warm,  powder  it,  for  it  prefently  at¬ 
tracts  (  when  cool)  humidity  out  of  the  Air,  and 
admits  not  of  pulverization.  Being  powdered,  pour 
thereupon  two  or  three  pounds  of  the  belt  Spirit  of 
Wine,  and  fet  it  by  in  a  cold  place  for  fomsdays, 
but  with  this  provifo,  that  you  daily  fhake  or  ftir 
your  matter  in  the  Veflel  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine  : 
By  this  means  will  the  Spirit  of  Wine  attraCl  a  red 
Tincture  out^of  the  Sulphur,  and  will  withall  acuate 
it  felf  with  the  Salt,  by  the  Calcined  Tartar,  then 
filter  this  Spirit  of  Wine  by  Cap-paper  or  a  Filter,  as 
they  call  it,  and  draw  off  two  third  parts  by  diftilla- 
tion  in  a  B,  that  fo  you  may  have  your  Spirit  again, 
but  of  a  very  pleafing  taft  and  finell ,  which  it  gets 
out  of  the  Sulphur,  as  out  of  the  Center  of  all 
odour.  '  V. 

This  Spirit  of  Wine,  having  the  following  Spices 
and  Flowers  fteeped  therein,and  being  again  diftilled 
off  in  a  Bj  will  give  thee  an  efficacious  Cordial  Spirit 
of  Wine,  which  faid  Spirit  you  may  colour  red,  with 
the  Tincture  of  the  Gold,  and  by  the  appofition  of 
as  much  of  the  Atoms  of  the  Gold  as  is  fufficient, 
make  it  Auieous.  Now  as  much  as  there  fhall  be 
in  quantity  of  this  fame  Spirit,  you  may  thereto  af¬ 
terwards  add  fo  much  fweet  volatile  Spirit  of  Gold, 
as  will  allay  the  overmuch  heat  of  the  faid  Vinous 
Spirit.  But  that  this  yet  overmuch  heat  may  be  yet 
more  allayed,  and  that  the  ftrong  odour  it  felf  of 
the  Aureous  Spirit,  may  be  correCled ,  you*  may 
therein  diffolve  about  fome  four  ounces  of  Sugar- 
candy  beaten  into  fine  Powder,  and  this  will  make 
this  tiuely  Aureous  Acf.  Vita  moft  fweet.  This  moft 
incomparable  A(].  Vna  may  be  ufcd  in  all  the  Sick- 
neffes  of  the  Body  moft  fafely  and  moft  profitably 
where  the  Vital  Spirits  the  Heart  and  Brain  need 
ftrengthening.  For  the  Aromatical  Spirit  of  Wine 
doth  even  fer  fe  corroborate  the  Viral  Spirits,  and 
now  the  Spirit  of  Gold  makes  it  more  potent  and  ef¬ 
fectual,  and  the  Atoms  of  the  Gold  too,  doth  ren¬ 
der  it  yet  more  vertuous,  infbmuch  that  this  A^. 
Vita  bears  away  the  Bell  from  all  others,  nor  can  a 
better  and  more  powerfull  be  prepared.  For  not 
onely  the  red  TinCture  of  the  Gold,  but  likewife 
even  the  Gold  it  felf  being  thus  turned  into  Atoms, 
is  conftrained  to  undergo  the  concoClion  and  digefti 
on  of  the  Stomach  of  Mankind ;  And  therefore 


where  ’tis  ufed,  the  Excrements  are  generally  black, 
which  could  not  be  if  the  Gold  paft  forth  again  un* 
digefted.  Seeing  therefore  it  is  an  undoubted  truth, 
that  it  is  thus  overcome  and  fubdued  by  the  Sto¬ 
mach’s  digeftibn,  it  cannot  be  but  that  by  its  moft 
wholfbme  operation  it  muft  needs  prove  helpfull  to 
the  fick  body.  Befides  too,  I  think  it  not  amifs  to 
tell  you,  that  the  very  Excrements  (  fave  your  pre¬ 
fence)  of  thofe  fick  Patients  that  daily  make  ufe  of 
this  Aej.  Vita,  are  not  to  be  thrown  away,  for  they 
will  even  yet  afford  fome  fmall  benefit,  if  they  are 
laid  to  the  roots  of  Vines  to  dung  them  with,  for  it 
w’ill  make  the  Vines  produce  fuch  Grapes  as  have 
their  Stones  fpeckled  with  little  Golden  Stars,  as  my 
felf  have  tried.  And  perhaps  fom.ething  of  greater 
moment  may  be  effeCled  in  the  Mctallick  trade  by  . 
fuch  kind  of  Excrements,  though  I  confefs  Visneed- 
lefs,  feeing  good  may  be  done  upon  them  by  other 
ways. 


The  Spices  and  Flowers  which  are  to  be  ex- 
traded  by  the  aforefatd  Alcolizated  Spi- : 
rit  of  Wine,  and  to  be  ufed  in  the  Aqua: 
Vitre. 

TAke  the  Flowers  of  the  Lilly  of  the  Valley  three  ounces  ^ 
Of  Red  Rofes,  Cinamon,  Mace,  Cardamoms,  Bo¬ 
rage,  Ro fern  ary.  Sage,  Lavender,  two  ounces,  of  Am- 
bergreafe.  Musk,  a  fcruple.  All  thefe  Flowers  frejh 
gathered  are  to  be  put,  with  the  dry  Spices,  into  the  Spirit 
of  Wine,  and  are  to  be  therein  macerated,  and  then  di- 
filled.  If  you  can’t  get  frejh  Flowers,  you  mufi  even  " 
'  content  your  felf  with  dried  ones,  but  yet  the  frejh-gathe- , 
red  are  better  tfthey  can  be  had.  . 


The  Ufe  of  the  Univerfal  Medicament  defcriheci 
fecond  Dialogue.  “  ^ 


mverjal  Medicawent  defcrihed  in 


my 


The  vertue  and  efficacy  of  this  Medicamentis 
of  fuch  a  large  extent,  as  cannot  be  comprehen¬ 
ded  nor  apprehended  by  humane  underftanding.  It 
is  prepared  of  the  immature,  and  as  yet  volatile,  and 
not  fire- brooking  Mineral„ciled  by  the  Philofophers 
l\scy Magnefia  of  Saturn.  "A 

When  thjs  black  Mineral  is  purged  from  all  grofs 
impurity,  and  reduced  into  a  moft  white  and  delicate  ' 
Colour,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  moft  delicate,  fine,  ■ 
bright,  and  very  ponderous  Powder,  it  may  be  ufed 
with  notable  benefit  about  the  curing  of  the  moft 
grievous  difeafes.  It  cafts  forth  out  of  the  Body  of 
Man  all  hurtfull  things,  and  that  both  by  a  vifible 
and  invifible  operation,  freeing  and  purging  it  of  all 
hurtfull  and  ill  humours,  beyond  all  other  Medica¬ 
ments,  what  name  foever  diftinguifh’t  by.  It  fhews 
incredible  Vertues  in  a  very  little  Dole,  infomuch 
that  there  hath  not  been  found  hitherto  any  Medi¬ 
cament,  which  being  exhibited  in  fb  fmall  a  quan¬ 
tity,  hath  fhown  fiich  incredible  efficacy.  And  al¬ 
though  Antimonial  Medicines  are  notably  vertuous, 
and  caule  every  one  to  wonder  at  them,  as  appears 
by  my  Golden  Panacaa,  and  my  Panacaa  of  Anti- 
mony ,  which  for  this  twenty  years  fpace  have 
been  famous  all  over  Europe,  yet  can  they  not  be 
in  any  cafe  compared  to  this  Univerfal  Medica¬ 
ment. 

I.  For 
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I.  For  fir  ft  of  all ,  they  are  far  inferiour  in 
virtues  to  this,  for  one  grain*  of  this  will  do  more 
than  two,  three,  or  four  grains  of  the  other  can 
etfeft. 

a.  Secondly,  this  is  heavier  and  more  ponderous 
than  the  others,  for  one  ounce  of  this  will  lie  in 
lefs  room  than  three,  four,  or  five  times  as  much  of 
my  Amimonial,  or  of  my  golden  Panacea,  and 
therefore  is  it  much  eafier  and  more  commodious 
to  be  taken  by  the  Sick. 

5;  Thirdly,  this  is  alfo  to  be  preferred  before  the 
others  if  you  confider  them  as  to  raft  and  fmell,  for 
this  hath  neither  odour  ncr  tail,  whereas  that  Anti-  : 
monial  and  the  golden  Panacea  have  always  fome 
odour  and  taft  of  the  Salts,  and  for  that  reafon  do  I 
breed  a  nauleate  and  loathing  in  the  Sick’  if  often 
uled. 

Therefore  I  have  determined  with  my  lelf  to  fub- 
ftitute  this  univerfal  Medicament,  in  the  room  of 
my  Panacea,  made  of  Antimony,  and  the  rather  for 
this  reafon,  becaufe  Deceivers  and  Cheaters  have 
made  a  red  Powder  of  Antimony,  and  perfidioufly 
fold  the  fame  for  my  Panacaa  ;  ;but  now  this  de¬ 
ceit  of  theirs  muft  end,  for  they  will  neyer  be  : 
able  by  all  their  deceitfull  imitations  to  counterfeit 
this  ponderous  Medicament  void  both  of  fmell  and 
taft. 

As  for  the  Dofe  of  this  Medicament,  there  muft 
care  be  had  that  fcarce  one  quarter  part  fo  much  of 
it,  be  adminiftred  a§  is  wont  to  be  of  my  Panacea 
of  Antimony.  There  muft  fcarce  be  given  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  part  of  one  grain  at  one  time,  to  fuch  In¬ 
fants  as  are  under  fix  Months  old,  and  which  are 
afflided  with  the  Epilepfic  or  Convulfions,  the^mall 
Pox  or  Meafels,  the  Feavers  or  fuch  like  Difeafes 
To  fuch  as  are  upwards  of  fix  Months,  even* to  la, 
15,  or  14  Months  old,  an  8th.  6th.  or  4th.  part  of 
a  grain  may  be  adminiftred,  to  fuch  as  are  x,  5,  6, 
8,  or  10  Years  old,  {  or  §  part  of  a  grain  may  be 
given.  To  fuch  as  are  upwards  of  10,  even  to  ao 
years  old,!  a  grain, or2  or  at  utmoftbut  i  whole  grain 
may  be  adminiftred.  Thofe  that  are  between  the 
loth,  or  50th.  Years  of  their  age, may  ufe  i  grain  or  i 
gr.  and  I,  nor  muft  they  exceed  z  grains  at  moft.  From 
the  50th  year,  all  the  reft  of  their  age  even  to  their 
lives  end,  the  Dofe  of  this  univerfal  Medicame,nr,  is 
to  be  again  lelTened,  for  old  age  is  not  able  w  brook 
fo  much  as  youth,  and  as  a  Man  in  the  prime  of  his 
years  can.  But  however  you  may  adminifter  this 
fo  notable  an  univerfal  Medicament  to  every  age, 
pleafantly,  fafely,  and  without  any  danger  at  all,  if 
a  due  Dofe  be  but  obferved :  Infomuch  that  you 
need  not  fear  to  adminifter  the  fame  even  to  Women 
with  Child.  But  yet  the  leffer  half  part  of  the  Dofe 
which  other  Men  ufe  is  enough  for  them.  In  .Fea¬ 
vers  it  muft  be  given  afore  the  Fit,  in  the  Plague  as 
foon  as  it’s  felt  and  afterwards  too,  in  the  Dropfie 
oncc(or  if  that  one  Dofe  be  notfufficient)  twice  every 
month ;  in  the  Gout  and  Stone  twice  a  Week  ;  in 
the  Leprofie,  French  Pox,  and  fuch  like  Difeafes  as 
arife  from  the  impurity  of  the  Bloud,’ thrice  a  Week, 
in  obftructions  of  the  Milt,  Liver,  Mefentefy,  once 
a  Week  ;  in  the  Epilepfie,  Madnefs,  and  other  pre¬ 
ternatural  affedts  of  the  Head,  let  it  be  given  twice 
a  Week,  and  this  fo  long  till  the  e'vil  be  quite  r6mo 
vcd.  Theaffedls  of  the  Chollick  vvill  need  a  Dofe 
every  day  before  they  ceafe.  This  is  the  manner  of 
curing  the  aforefaid  Difeafes  of  the  Body  and  all  o- 
thers,  by  the  help  of  this  univerfal  Medicament. 
Which  being  ufed  inwardly  performs  things  incredi¬ 


ble,  and  doth  likewife  work  admirably  in  all  dange* 
rous^wounds,  open  or  running  Sores,  as  well  old  as 
new,  the  Cancer,  Fiftula,  and  the  like. 

Being  inwardly  taken  once  in  eight  days  it  con- 
fumes  all  untoward  Salt  Humours,  and  hinders  them 
from  running  to  the  W ounds  or  Sores, and  ma  king  them 
by  that  means  worfe  and  more  dangerous.  But  yet 
you  muft  likewile  apply  externally  excellent  Balfams 
and  Emplaifters,  fuch  as  are  mentioned  in  my  third 
Century,  that  fb  the  Wounds  and  Ulcers  being  duely 
purged,  may  admit  of  help  by  the  applied  Remedies 
and  be  the  more  eafily  cured. 

This  alfb  is  to  be  confidered  in  the  ufing  of  this 
Medicament,  the  Sick  is  to  lie  in  his  Bed  four  or  five 
hours  at  leaft  after  he  hath  taken  it,  nor  muft  he  ei¬ 
ther  eat  or  drink  all  that  time,  and  he  muft  abide  all 
that  day  in  Bed,  or  at  leaft  in  his  Chamber,  for  the 
avoiding  of  the  Air,  nor  muft  he  fleep  afore  the  Me¬ 
dicament  hath  finifht  its  operation. 

The  Vehicles  which  it  is  to  be  mixt  with,  and  to 
be  taken  in,  are  Wine,  Ale,  the  warm  Broath  of 
Flefh,  Syrups,  Conferves  ofRofes,  frefh  Butter,  roaf- 
ted  Apples,  and  fuch  like.  Neither  is  it  amifs  to 
make  a  light  Supper,  and  feed  upon  eafily  digeftable 
Food,  and  which  may  make  the  Stomach  more  ape 
and  fit  for  purging,  the  night  afore  you  are  to  take 
the  Medicine  the  next  morning :  And  thofe  are 
Prunes,  Rayfons,  and  other  fuch  like  Food,  as  by 
their  laxative  property  make  the  tough  and  vifeous 
humours  flippery  and  fofter ;  when  the  operation  is 
over,  the  fick  Patient  is  to  avoid  hard  meats  and 
ftrong  drinks,  nor  muft  he  prefen tly  ftuff  his  Sto¬ 
mach  therewithal!,  but  rather  ufe  much  temperance 
the,  next  day  after  his  purgation,  and  feed  onely  upon 
the  Broaths  of  Herbs,  as  Chervil,  Fennel,  Spinach, 
and  the  like,  whereby  the  Medicament  may  operate 
the  more  eafily,  bur  it  will  yet  more  readily  perform 
its  operation,  if  juft  at  your  adminiftring  it  you  add 
a  Drachm  of  pure  white  powdered  Tartar,  and  boil 
it  jwith  a  , Drachm  of  Sugar,  or  (which  is  better) 
fome  Manna,  in  fome  pure  clean  Water,  and  fb 
drink  it  warm,  which  faid  potion  following  after 
your  Medicament  firft  taken,  is  wont  well  to  purge 
and  cleanfe  the  Stomach  and  Inteftines. 

And  this  is  the  ufe  of  our  Mineral  Medicament, 
w  jiich.if  you  do  but  accurately  regard,  there  will  no 
errounTe  committed,  and  the  faid  Medicament  will 
(by  its  laudable  operation)  abundantly  fatisfie  every 
ones  defires.  But  we  have  now  faid  enough  of  this 
incomparable  Medicament  in  the  form  of  a  Powder. 
But  if  this  Powder  be  reduced,  by  melting  it  into 
fmall  Stones  of  the  colour  of  Milk,  it  then  requires 
another  way  of  ufing  it.  If  therefore  you  would  ufe 
one  of  the  faid  Stones,  inftead  of  the  aforefaid  Pow¬ 
der,  and  purge  and  free  the  Body  hereby  from  all 
hurtfull  humours,  you  muft  then  put  it  for  fbme 
hours  in  a  fpoonfull  of  Wine,  and  fo  drink  off  the 
Wine,  and  it  will  effed  the  fame  operation,  that  the 
Powder  is  wont  to  do.  But  yet  you  muft  be  wary* 
in  the  ufe  of  thefe  Stones,  that  you  do  not  waft  and 
fpend  the  ftrength  of  the  Sick  fbrauch,  but  that  there 
may  be  but  juft  as  much  as  is  requifire  for  them,  and 
as  they  can  bear.  But  when  their  ftrength  is  fpenr, 
yon  muft  put  in  a  greater  or  leffer.  Stone  into  the 
Wine  to  be  imbibed  ;  but  an  Infant  is  notfo  ftrong, 
nor  can  bear  fo  much  as  a  ftrong  Man,  can,  whofe 
ftrength  is  far  greater.  It  is  therefore  neceflary  that 
thofe,  who  defire  happily  to  cure  the  Difeafes  of 
mankind  by  the  help  of  thefe  Stones  do  (tor  the  firft 
time)  leave  one  of  thefe  Stones  one,  two,  or  three 
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hours  in  the  Wine,  and  then  heedfully  mind  the  o- 
peration  of  the  (aid  Wine  when  drunk  off.  If  the 
operation  be  to  his  mind,  he  may  always  bbferve 
that  length  of  time,  as  it  lay  in  the  (aid  Wine.  If 
the  operation  be  lefs  than  what  you  would  have  it 
be,  it  may  lie  longer  ;  if  ftronger  and  greater  than 
what  you  would  have  it ,  it  muft  lie  lefs  while  in 
the  Wine  ,  and  thus  by  this  provident  forecaft 
may  you  fo  order  it,  as  to  have  it  juft  to  your 
mind. 

Now,  although  the  u(e  of  this  Medicament  ih  the 
form  of  a  Stone  be  far  better  than  ufing  it  ih  the 
form  of  a  Powder  as  being  more  pleafant,  and  more 
gratefull,  yet  notwithftanding  it  is  better  for  him 
that  cannot  (b  accurately  oblerve  the  u(e  of  the  fame, 
to  make  u(e  of  the  Powder  it  felf,  that  fo  they  may 
be  the  furer  of  what  they  do.  But  they  that  do 
know  the  way  of  ufing  the  faid  Stones,  they  need 
not  ufe  the  body  of  the  Powder,  forafmuch  as  they 
who  drink  that  Wine  wherein  the  Stones  are  mace¬ 
rated,  may  have  the  fruition  of  the  virtues  alone, 
without  the  corporeity.  Thofevery  Stones  too, though 
they  are  feveral  times  fteeped  in  the  Wine,  do  not 
(I  confcfs)  lofe  their  virtues,  but  yet  they  grow  lefs 
efpecially  if  (for  the  ftronger  purgations  fake)  they 
are  boiled  in  the  Wine  which  is  poured  upon  them, 
for  the  boiling  diminifheth  its  little  body,  and  leflens 
the  Stone.  And  thefe  are  the  diredions  which  con¬ 
cerns  the  ufe  both  of  the  Stones,  and  of  the  Powder 
it  felf,  in  the  taking  away  and  purging  out  all  the 
hurtfull  and  evil  humours  in  Man’s  Body,  both  in 
young  and  old. 

The  body  therefore  being  fufficiently  purged  by 
our  faid  univerfal  Medicament,  it  will  be  expedient 
(for  the  prevention  of  a  relapfe)  to  oblerve  a  due 
Dyer,  and  to  hold  fuch  a  Stone  in  their  mouths  a 
quarter  or  half  an  hour  every  day,  which  will  at- 
trad  unto  it  felf  not  a  little  vicious  tough  moifture, 
out  of  the  Brain  and  Stomach,  which  you  are  to 
(pit  out  fo  often,  and  fo  long,  untill  there  flows  no 
more  plenty  of  waterilhnefs  into  the  mouth.  This 
attradion  will  much  eafe  the  Brain  and  Stomach, 
and  free  it  from  noxious  obftrudions,  and  will  take 
away  the  preternatural  Appetite  and  Thirft,  and 
fo  may  a  Man  exped  his  Dinner  without  any  pre¬ 
ternatural  Appetite.  For  when  the  internal  Veflels 
of  the  Body  of  Man,  as  the  Spleen,  the  Liver,  the 
Mefentery,  are  obftruded  with  tough  humours,  and 
the  Stomach  it  felf  is  ftuft  with  the(e  obftrudions, 
infbmuch  that  for  (bme  hours  after  his  rifing  out  of 
his  Bed,  he  is  uftially  troubled  with  a  preternatural 
Hunger  and  Thirft,  and  with  a  debility  and  faint- 
ne(s  of  his  Members ;  many  think  that  the(e  incon- 
veniencies  can  be  averted  by  Food  and  Drink,  but 
they  are  out.  For  experience  teacheth  that  the  weak- 
nefs  of  fuch  Men  is  increafed  by  eating  and  drinking 
a  little,  fo  far  is  it  from  being  capable  of  being  re¬ 
moved  and  taken  away  by  fuch  means. 

From  whence  it  is  clearly  manifeft  that  that 
weaknefs  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  want  of  meat 
and  drink,  but  rather  to  the  obftrudions  of  thofe 
inward  Veflels,  which  hindring  the  paflage  of  the 
Vital  Spirit  to  the  Nerves,  which  it  ought  to 
ftrengthen,  doth  of  neceflity  caufe  fuch  a  debility 
and  weakningof  the  Members,  and  begets  in  the 
Stomach  a  preternatural  Appetite.  If  therefore 
fuch  obftrudions  be  by  little  and  little  taken  away 
by  the  daily  u(e  of  thefe  Stones,  fo  that  thole  tough 
humours  cannot  encreafe,  it  muft  ncceflTarily  follow, 
that  the  Difeale  muft  give  place  by  little  and  little 


too,  and  be  diminifhed  and  conlequcntly  the  former 
good  health  miilft  follow  with  a  prolongation  of  the 
Life. 

The  Stbmdch  therefore  being  befet  vvjth  fuch 
tough  and  Melancholy  humours,  it  cannot  pollibly 
be  that  they  (hould  fo  very  eafily  be  expelled,  but 
’tis  behcovefull,  that  the  Wine  wherein  the  Stone 
hath  been  boiled  be  drunk,  and  (b  caft  them  forth  : 
And  that  Stone  may  be  afterwards  held  in  the  mouth 
(according  to  the  aforementioned  way)  for  conlerva- 
tion  fake  of  health.  But  if  it  (hould  happen  that 
thole  tough  humours  of  the  nauleate  and  weak  Sto*. 
mach,  and  thole  clammy  obftrudions  of  the  Veflels, 
and  that  preternatural  Hunger  and  Thirft  (liould 
not  be  taken  away  by  this  way  of  healing  ;  ’tis  align 
that  all  thefe  inconveniencies  have  a  deeper  rooting 
and  cannot  be  thoroughly  removed  by  the  faid  Me¬ 
dicaments.  And  therefore  (uch  Remedies  as  are 
ftronger  and  more  powerful!  He  to  be  made  ule  of^ 
which  may  foften  thole  tenacious  humours  of  the 
Stomach,  may  incide  them,  and  caft  them  out,  and 
may  unlock  all  the  obftrudions  of  the  body,  and 
open  the  paffages  of  the  Vital  Spirit,  to  enter  unto 
all  the  Members,  and  may  ftrengthen  the  weakned 
Stomachjwhereby  it  may  be  capable  of conceding  the 
meats  it  takes,  with  a  laudable  digeftion,  and  gene¬ 
rate  good  and  laudable  bloud. 

Forafmuch  therefore  as  fuch  an  efficacious  Me¬ 
dicament  as  is  fit  to  take  away  all  the  obftrudions  of 
the  inward  Bowels,  and  Velfels,  and  to  corroborate 
a  weak  Stomach,  is  to  be  found  but  with  a  very 
few,  it  hath  feemed  good  unto  me,  to  reveal  at  pre¬ 
lent  fuch  a  Medicament  (for  the  lake  of  mankind) 
and  which  is  (b  efficacious  a  Remedy,  as  I  dare 
boldly  affirm  the  like  thereof  hath  not  for  above 
the(e  hundred  years  laft  paft  been  in  the  hands 
of  any  Phyfician,  but  was  found  out  by  my  felf  by 
divine  inftind,  and  which  I  here  publilh  with  a 
willing  mind. 

T’he  Frefaration  thereof  is  as  follows. 

Take  of  new  and  ftrong  fmelling  and 

of  the  pureft  and  cleared  Aloes,  and  of  the 
belt  Englilh  Saffron,  of  each  one,  two,  or  three  oun¬ 
ces.  Beat  them  all  into  Powder,  and  pour  there¬ 
upon  the  ftrong,  operative,  and  'volatile  Sprit  of 
Mars,  (of  which  I  have  made  mention  in  my  Book 
of  Fires)  anddiffolve  as  much  thereof  as  will  diffolve, 
to  the  Solution  add  a  little  of  my  fecret  Ferment, 
which  will  prefently  caule  it  to  ferment.  Now  be¬ 
fore  the  putting  your  ferment  thereunto,  you  muft 
have  an  Alembeck  or  Head  ready  at  hand,  and 
Paper  and  Paft  wherewith  the  Alembeck  being  put 
upon  the  Body,  may  be  well  luted,  and  fuffer  no¬ 
thing  to  pals  out. 

For  alToon  as  ever  the  Ferment,  (hall  be  added  to  the 
Solution,  it  prefently  begins  to  ferment,  and  the  glals 
being  placed  in  Bal.  and  feeling  the  heat,  that  volatile 
Spirit  of  the  Iron  will  alcend  readily  and  nimbly  like 
the  Spirit  of  Wine,  much  inferiour  thereunto  as  to  its 
heat  I  confels,  but  yet  of  a  far  more  penetrating  efficacy. 
The  Spirit  being  all  alcended  the  remaining  humidi¬ 
ty  is  to  be  drawn  off  even  to  the  confiftence  of  ho¬ 
ney,  but  yet  fo  gently,  that  the  remaining  Juice  may 
not  at  all  fmell  of  burning.  This  done,  take  out 
the  glals  and  let  it  cool,  and  pour  on  upon  the  Juice 
after  its  refrigeration  the  lame  volatile  Spirit  of  Afars 
which  you  leparated  from  the  matter  by  diftillation  ; 
which  Spirit  will  diflblve  that  thick  Juice,  which  be- 
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ing  dilTolved  will  become  a  Balfam  of  a  ftrong  O- 
dour,  a  penetrating  Efficacy,  and  a  red  Colour  like 
bloud ;  which  (  by  reafon  of  its  penetrative  Effica 
cy  )  is  to  be  kept  well  fhut,  and  may  be  accompted 
of  as  a  Balfam  of  Life  ;  for  it  takes  away  the  ob- 
firudlions  of  the  whole  body,  and  doth  mightily 
corroborate  and  ftrengthen*  all  the  internal  Veffels 
and  Members,  and  preferves  them  fafe  from  all  cor¬ 
ruptions.  Nor  is  there  any  Balfam  whatever,  being 
brought  whencefoever  it  will, that  is  comparable  unto 
this.  For  it  does  not  onely  defend  the  living  bodies 
of  men  from  all  Difeafes,  but  likewife  performs  the 
lame  effects  in  the  prefer vation  of  the  dead  bodies 
■  from  putre fac1:ion,  as  other  Balfams  do,  but  far  more 
efficacioufly  :  For  it  penetrates  all  things,  and  by  its 
lb  admirable  vertue  keeps  them  from  putrifying,  in- 
fomuch  that  no  body  can  enough  admire  thefe  fo 
great  and  wonderfull  works  of  God.  Now  to  try 
the  truth  of  this,  any  man  may  make  proof  thereof 
with  a  Frog,  Moufe,  or  fuch  like  fmall  Creature, 
Theufe  of  this  fame  Balfam  as  to  the  taking  away 
of  all  the  obftruc1;ions  of  the  internal  VelTels,  and 
corroborating  the  weak  Stomach,  is  this,  -viz,.  The 
body  is  firft  of  all  to  be  well  purged,  and  then  i,  2, 

5, 4,  even  to  10  or  12  drops  thereof  (  according  to 
the  Age  of  the  Patient )  is  to  be  adminiftred  to  a 
faffing  Stomach,  in  that  Water,  which  was  drawn 
over  after  the  volatile  Spirit  was  all  come,  as  afore 
laid. 

After  the  taking  of  the  Medicament,  you  muft 
fall  an  hour  or  two,  this  Balfam  penetrates  all  the 
Members  of  the  whole  Body,  and  ftrengthens  the 
Stomach,  Brain,  Heart,  and  all  the  internal  Veffels, 
takes  away  all  obftrudlions,  makes  good  blood,  ex¬ 
cites  a  good  appetite  to  meat  and  drink,  and  aug¬ 
ments  the  radical  humidity,  and  fb  conferves  the 
body  of  man  (  by  God’s  Grace  and  Bleffing)  even 
unto  old  Age, 

But  let  it  not  feem  to  any  one  a  Itrange  thing,  nor 
let  them  fuffer  any  fuch  thoughts  to  come  into  their 
minds,  as  if  others  have  already  had  this  Balfam, 
becaufe  Pamcelfus  made  his  Elixir  Proprietatis  of 
Myrrh,  Aloes,  and  Saffron,  and  fo  others  too  in- 
lifting  on  or  tracing  his  footfteps  have  made  the 
lame,  and  which  hitherto  hath  been  in  great  efteem 
amongft  all  skilfull  Phyficians ;  no,  no.  That  Elixir 
of  Paracelfas,  being  as  yet  in  its  corporeal  form, 
and  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  meer  body,  is  far 
Ihort  of  the  Vertues  of  my  Balfem  ;  for  my  Balfarn 
of  Life  excels,  by  reafon  of  its  moft  efficacious  Spi¬ 
rits,  which  penetrate  the  whole  body  of  man,  and 
fills  all  his  Spirits,  and  even  the  whole  body  it 
lelf  with  its  moft  pure  vertues,  corroborating  the 
lame,  and  driving  av;ay  all  corruption  and  rotten- 

nefs,  ^  ,  I-  T.  1 

Farther,  if  any  one  be  minded  to  make  this  Bal- 

fom  of  Life  yet  far  more  efficacious  and  powerful!, 
he  may  inftead  of  the  aperitive  Spirit  of  Mars,  ufe 
the  Spirit  of  Gold,  which  qucftionlefs  will  enrich 
the  faid  Balfam  with  far  greater  vertues,  but  then 
the  coft  will  be  the  more,  fo  that  this  Medicament 
will  be  fit  for  the  rich  onely.  A  man  may  alfo  in 
the  preparation  of  this  Medicament,  preferve  the 
volatile  Spirit  apart,  and  ufe  the  fame  as  a  fpiritual 
Balfam,  or  Elixir  of  Subtilty,  for  the  conferving  of 
the  inward  parts  of  the  body,  and  fo  thou  wilt  moft 
potently  dillblve  (  by  its  more  penetrative,  more 
potent,  and  more  efficacious  vertues,  all  hurtfull 
obftrudions,  and  all  the  moft  clammy  and  te¬ 
nacious  humours.  And  after  the  fame  manner 


may  you  referve  the  limple  Balfam  apart  for  its 
proper  ufe. 

Now  by  this  way  which  I  have  here  delivered, 
may  be  made  likewife  other  efficacious  and  penetra¬ 
ting  Spirits  and  Balfams  of  great  worth,  out  of  o- 
ther  Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Minerals,  wherewith 
a  man  may  perform  wonderfull  etfeds  in  Medicine. 

I  have  here  laid  a  foundation,  whereupon  everyone 
may  as  he  thinks  good  build  a  ftrong  Edifice.  No¬ 
thing  verily  would  be  more  defirable,  and  more  to 
be  wifht  for,  than  to  fubftitute,  and  introduce  fuch 
fubtil  and  penetrating  Medicaments,  in  the  room  of 
fb  many  unprofitable  compofitions  made  by  their 
boilings  and  ftewings,  &c.  It  would  be  far  better  for 
the  health  of  mankind,  nor  would  fo  many  men  die, 
remedilefs,  of  fuch  fmall  and  contemptible  Difeafes 
as  arife  meerly  from  the  tenacious  and  pituitous 
humours  of  the  Stomach;  What  vertues  I  pray  can 
there  be  in  the  common  diftilled  waters  of  herbs.? 
Verily  fcarce  any  at  all.  But  if  they  be  prepa¬ 
red  according  to  the  way  by  me  preferibed,  they 
would  be  (both  in  odour,  taft,  and  vertues)  much 
better  and  more  profitable. 

If  to  fome  common  Wine,  which  hath  already 
undergone  its  natural  and  accuftomed  fermentation, 
there  be  another  fermentation  given  it  by  the  help 
of  my  fecrec  ferment,  and  then  the  Spirit  thence  ex- 
traded,  it  will  be  of  fb  ftrong  and  efficacious  a  favour 
and  odour  ( efpecially  if  fbme  Spices,  and  other 
fweet  fmelling  fragrant  Herbs,  be  fermented  toge¬ 
ther  therewith  )  as  that  other  Wines  may  be  thereby 
rendered  favoury  and  well  tailed,  and  odoriferous 
too.  Upon  this  account  I  dare  boldly  and  conftant- 
ly  aver,  that  the  Spirits  of  Metals  deferve  the  chief- 
eft  place  in  Medicine  above  ail  other  things  whatfo- 
ever  :  But  I  do  not  as  yet  know  what  may  be  done 
with  them  in  metallick  matters,  onely  thus  much, . 
viz,,  they  are  wont  to  coagulate  the  common  and^ 
running  Quickfilver.  Did  we  but  know  the  Art  of 
fixing  them  (  Spirits )  and  making  them  conftant, 
without  queftion  we  fhould  not  onely  obtain  an  ex¬ 
cellent  univerfal  Medicament  in  medicine  for  the 
confervation  of  the  health  of  mankind,  but  alfo  a  * 
moft  abfoluteTindure  for  the  tinging  of  the  bodies  of 
the  metals.  That  this  is  poflible,  the  Writings  of  the 
Ancient  Philofophers  do  too  and  again  hint  fo  much, 
but  yet  I  have  nor  as  hitherto  etfected  the  fame. 
However  I  am  content,  and  moft  heartily  thank  my 
God,  in  that  he  hath  honoured  mewith’fo  excellent 
a  Medicament,  which  haply  no  body  for  this  hun¬ 
dred  years  laft  paft  hath  been  rendered  a  partaker 
of:  For  had  it  fo  been,  it  would  long  fince  have 
been  revealed  and  difclofed.  ’Tis  not  a  Boys  play 
nor  fo  very  mean  a  thing,  to  bring  not  onely  Vege¬ 
tables  and  Minerals,  but  even  the  moft  fixed  metals 
themfelves,  in  (as  it  were)  a  moments  time,  to  fuch 
a  pafs,  as  to  undergo  a  fermentation,  and  to  yield 
(  by  diftillation  and  redification  )  fo  ftrong  and  pe¬ 
netrative  a  Spirit ;  believe  it  or  not  believe  it,  all’s  a 
cafe.  ’Tis  enough  for  me  that  I  can  perform  the 
fame  whenfoever  1  pleafe;  which  thing  the  incredu¬ 
lous  lhallvery  ftiortly,  (God  willing)  find  to  be  moft 
true,  and  fee  it  with  their  Eyes,  and  feel  it  with  their 
hands.  But  however,  by  the  fame  way,  as  the  a- 
forefaid  Balfam  is  ordered  to  be  prepared,  may  va¬ 
rious  and  unknown  elfedual  Medicaments  be  made 

out  of  other  matters.  ,  ^  • 

A  Preparation  of  Opium  would  yield  fuch  a  Spirir, 
as  (  by  its  odour  )  would  procure  reft,  and  lay  the 

exteriour  Senfes  afleep, 
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^he  like  would  Tobacco,  or  Henbane,  andother 

fuch  like  Herbs  efFed,  and  fo  would  the  other  in¬ 
ebriating  Herbs,  whofe  Spirit  being  mixt  (even  in 
the  leaft  Dofe)  with  Wine,  or  Ale,  and  fo  drunk 
off  would  prefently  make  a  drunk.  ^  By  the 
help  of  fuch  kind  of  Spirits  might  many  waggifh  tricks 
be  done,  as  for  example.  If  Barley,  Peafe,  Beans, 
or  other  Seed  and  dry  Fruits  were  moiftened  or  ftee- 
ped  in  the  fame,  and  thrown  to  Fifhs,  Birds,  and 
other  wild  Animals,  and  they  eat  of  the  fame,  they 
would  be  made  fb  drunk,  as  that  you  may  take  them 
with  your  hands.  In  like  manner,  by  fuch  kind  of 
Spirits  emitting  fuch  a  ftrong  odour,  may  all  mifehie- 
vous  wild  Beafts,  as  Bears,  Wolves,  Foxes,  ando¬ 
ther  fuch  ravenous  Creatures  be  driven  away  ;  and 
on  the  contrary,  may  Fifhes  difperft  in  the  Waters 
be  gathered  together  into  one  place.  For  they(w2s. 
the  Beafts)  fhun  all  ftrong  odours  and  ftinks,  but 
thefe  (yiz,.  the  Fifhes )  are  wont  to  follow  after  them 
in  the  Water. 

Briefly,  and  in  a  word,  thofe  aforefaid  Spirits 
would  be  fit  for  the  effeding  of  fuch  wonderfull 
conclufions,  as  is  no  ways  fit  fb  much  as  once  to 
mention,  much  lefs  to  reveal  and  make  known  the 
fame.  And  for  this  reafon  I  have  determined  with 
my  felf  to  bury  this  fo  great  a  Secret  of  Fermenta¬ 
tion  with  me  in  my  Grave,  and  not  to  difclofe  it  to 
any  one.  In  the  mean  while  I  will  take  care  to 
provide  a  fufficient  plenty  of  the  beft  Medicaments, 
whereby  I  may  be  ferviceable  unto  my  Neighbour. 
And  I  will  omit  taking  care  about  other  needlefs 
affairs,  unlefs  it  fhould  chance  to  happen,  that  that 
Turkifh  Tyrant  thirfting  after  nothing  but  Bloud, 
fhould  approach  too  near  unto  us  ( which  God  for¬ 
bid  )  againft  whom  my  wonderfull  and  hitherto  un¬ 
known  Artificial  Fires,  and  other  new  inventions 
of  mine,  aiifing  from  my  unwearied  Labours,  will 
be  of  fuch  refiftance,  as  that  I  am  confident  his  nu¬ 
merous  hoft  will  be  rid  of  the  care  of  again  return¬ 
ing  back.  For  it  is  beyond  all  kind  of  doubt,  that 
fuch  fiery  Globes  [or  Granadoes]  may  be  made, 
as  for  one  pound  thereof  to  exceed  the  violence  even 
of  twenty  pounds  of  Gunpowder.  And  who  knows 
for  what  caufe  God  hath  vouchfafed  the  revealment 
of  fuch  great  Secrets,  at  this  nick  of  time?  Per¬ 
haps  to  fhew  his  Omnipotency,  he  will  effect  fome 
Angular  and  admirable  work  for  the  freeing  of  the 
Chriftian  World  by  this  ultimate  and  extream  defen- 
five  way,  out  of  the  moft  prefent  and  imminent 
dangers :  And  though  it  ( 'viz,.  the  Chriftian  World  ) 
be  immerft  and  even  drowned  in  the  Labyrinths  of 
various  Errors,  and  is  gone  greatly  aftray  from  a 
true  Chriftian-like  life,  yet  notwithftanding  it  doth 
yet  contain  many  a  pious  Soul.  Never  did  God 


make,  or  vouchfafe  ought  without  a  caufe  ;  And 
therefore  it  is  altogether  credible ,  that  thefe  new 
inventions  did  not  light  into  the  hands  of  men  in 
vain,  the  which  time  will  manifeft. « 


The  Explication  of  the  two  Circular  FE  | 
gures  of  the  Quinteffence  at  the  begin-^  i 
ning  of  this  Fifth  Part  of  the  Pharin. 

^  Spagyr. 

Bout  the  Circle  of  the  firft  Figure.  The 
tejjence  of  the  Minerals^  is  a  Univerfal  Medi¬ 
cine. 

Without  fide  the  Square  in  the  Circle.  Separate  the 
■pure  from  the  impure. 

Within  fide  the  fame  Square.  The  four  Elements. 

In  the  four  Angles  of  the  Square.  Fire,  Air,  Wa¬ 
ter,  Earth. 

Without  fide  the  Triangle.  The  three  Vrindples. 

Within  the  three  Angles.  Salt,  Sulphur,  Mercury. 

Make  the  fixt  Volatile. 

Within  the  Circle,  in  the  Triangle.  Two  Contra¬ 
ries. 

Within  the  Central  Circle.  The  firjt  Ens. 

Which  if  you  begin  to  read  in  the  Center,  the  fenfe 
will  be  thus.  From  the  firfi  Ens,  proceed  two  Con¬ 
traries  ;  from  thence  the  three  Vrindples  ;  from  them 
the  four  Elements  ;  from  which,  if  you  feparate  the 
pure  from  the  impure,  you  obtain  the  .^inteJJ'ence , 
which  is  an  Univerfal  Medicine. 

About  the  Circle  of  the  fecond  Figure.  The  Salt 
of  Metals,  is  the  Stone  of  the  Vhtlofophers. 

Without  fide  the  Square  in  the  Circle.  And  bring  it 
unto  Maturity. 

Within  fide  the  fame  Square.  The  four  Elements. 

In  the  four  Angles  of  the  Square.  Fire,  Air,  Wa¬ 
ter,  Earth. 

Without  fide  the  Triangle.  The  three  Vrindples. 

Within  the  three  Angles.  Salt,  Sulphur',  Mercury. 

And  the  Volatile,  make  fixt. 

Within  the  Circle  of  the  Triangle.  Difiblve,  Co¬ 
agulate. 

Within  the  Central  Circle.  The  primum  Mobile. 

To  underftand  the  Scope  of  thofe  two  Figures, 
you  are  to  begin  with  the  firft,  in  the  Center,  and 
next  read  the  Center  of  the  fecond,  for  they  anfwer 
one  another  in  all  their  Parts.  As  in  the  Center  of 
the  firft  Figure  are  thefe  words :  The  firft  Ens.  Which 
in  the  Center  of  the  fecond  is ,  The  primum  Mobile. 
And  fb  on  to  all  the  other  parts. 


The  End  of  the  Fifth  Fart. 
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THE 

SIXTH  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Spagyrical  Pharmacopcea. 

Or  3.  Liglit  l3.tcly  rifen,  3.nd[  3.  ftroni^  Key  jfor  opening 

Philofophick  Verity,  treating  of  the  moft  fecret  Fire  of  Philofophers 
viz.  How  It  IS  to  be  ufed  profitably  and  commodioufly  for  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  many  Royal  Medicaments  5  and  how;  by  the  benefit  of  it,  Vege¬ 
tables^  Animals^  and  Minerals  3  venemous,  fetid,  noxious,  and  wholly 
adverfe  to  Humane  Nature,  may  be  converted  into  a  gratefull  and  mofl 
falubrious  Medicine,  Mineral-Salts,  and  the  Corrofive  Spirits  of  them  dul¬ 
cified  3  and  fixed  Metallick  3  Bodies  tranfmuted  into  Volatile  Spirits.  As 
alfohow  thefe  Volatile  Spirits  may  again  be  changed  into  Bodies  fixed 
tinging,  and  penetrating  through  every  Metal  and  Glafs,  and  other  raie 
things  of  that  kind  may  be  performed. 

reader, 

T  forne  time  fince^  fincerely  difcover  to  certain  of  my  Friends,  fome  of  the  tejl  of  the  Ar- 
■  canums  (^deferihed  noiv  puhlickly')  in  this  Freatife,  with  fuch  condition  as  they  themf elves 
JL  fhould  prepare  the  fame  t  hut  they  have  not  as  yet  fet  about  the  Work,  and  perhaps  for  no 
nther  reafon,  than  htcaufe  they  thought  it  a  matter  not  of  great  hut  of  fmall  moment.  Hence  it 
was,  that  they  could  not  believe  fo  great  a  Medicine  could  he  prepared  in  fo  few  days.  It  is  mani^ 
fejlhythe  Writings  of  Philofophers,  thatMd^hi  the  Prophetefs,  Sifler  of  Moks,  could  ripen  the 
Stone  of  Philofophers  in  three  Days.  Likewife,  fome  Philofophers  have  ahfolved  their  Work  in  a 
Week.  Others  have  confumed fome  Months  labour  upon  the  fame.  But  now,  thofe  erroneous  Fel¬ 
lows  (who  run  from  one  to  another,  and  although  themfelves  he  rude  and  ignorant  of  all  things,  prof¬ 
fer  their  labour  for  reward  to  rhake.the  Stone  of  Philofophers')  require  to  themfelves  for  digeflion 
the  fpace  of  one,  two  or  three  wljole  years.  But  what  a  vafi  difference  is  there  between  three  days 
and  three  years.  As  for  my  felf  I  indeed  as  yet  have  never  elaborated  fo  great  a  Work,  but  have 
feen  with  my  Eyes  fo  great  a  pofftbility  thereof,  and  with  my  hands  handled  things  fo,  as  (if  time  \ 

and  place  be  given,  and  God  grant  fuccefs)  lam  confident  I  [ball  prepare  this  fupream  Medicine  in  ' 

a  very  ffort  fpace  of  time.  But  lean  truly  affirm,  that  in  all  my  life  I  never  afpired  to  things  fo 
high  ;  yet  ivhat  hath  been  conferred  on  me  by  God,  /  now  make  common.  Wherefore,  he  (whom 
God  fhall  favour)  may  there  begin,  where  I  have  ended,  and  happily  confummate  the  Work :  but, .if 
he  (whom  God  favours  not)  fhall  attempt  any  thing  therein,  let  him  not  difquietme  with  trouble- 
fome  Interrogatories  ;  for  I  know  not  how  to  anfwer  more,  than  are  here  dijeovered  by  me.  Tet 
(if  God  pleafe)  after  fome  Jhort  fpace  of  time,  I  will  clearly  expofe  to  publick  view,  whatfoever  I 
have  found  and  (een  in  the  particular  Melioration  of  Metals.  Which  indeed  will  contribute  great 
Light  to  this  later  Age  of  the  darkened  World.  * 


CHAP 


Tbe  Sixth  Fart  of  Part  II. 


CHAP.  I. 

I 

Defribitio-  that  artificial  Vhilofophick  Difiillatorj  Fur¬ 
nace  (of -which  the  little  Book  of  Fires  treats)  by  the 
help  of  lahich  in  the  fpace  of  one  hour,  all  Chymical 
Operations  at  one  time,  the  fecret  Fire  mediating,  may 
be  demonfirated  fo,  as  was  never  yet  defcribed  by  any 
Man. 

Get  a  Furnace  made  of  good  Earth  (which  in 
burning  will  be  rendred  as  compadt  and  folid 
as  Glafs  ;  fuch  you  may  find  about  Colen,  Sibburg, 
Freichiem,  or  Waltenburg)  in  its  Diameter ,  at  leaft 
two  Foot  broad,  but  rather  (if  that  well  may  be) 
three.  Prepare  aVefiel  like  the  Hemifphere  or  half- 
Globe,  having  three  or  four  handles,  to  be  hanged 
up  by,  fill  that  with  cold  Water,  and  your  Recipient 
Blind‘head  will  be  perfedl.  Then  fit  to  it  a  plain 
Pan  of  good  Earth,  the  breadth  of  three  or  four 
Thumbs,  and  a  Thumbs  breadth  high.  This  Pan 
fill  with  common  Sulphur,  mixt  with  fome  other 
Mineral  Subjedt,  as  Mercury,  Auripigment,  Arfenick, 
or  Antimony  5  which  you  defire  to  fix,  eithei  parti¬ 
cularly  into  Sol,  or  univerfally  into  Medicine.  Kin¬ 
dle  the  Sulphur  that  it  may  burn,  then  this  Sulphur 
will  calcine  and  fix  that  fubjedt  (in  the  Fire  conti 
jiually  burning,)  which  was  put  in  to  be  fixed.  If 
in  burning  the  Sulphur  be  deficient,  it  muft  be  fup- 
plied  with  other  Sulphur.  If  the  Sulphur^  Ihould 
happen  to  be  extinguiflied,  you  mufl:  kindle  it  again, 
that  it  may  cfinftantly  burn  and  never  go  out.  It 
\lill  not  eafily  go  out,  if  you  prevent  the  extindlion, 
by  putting  a  little  Cotton  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  Pan. 
When  the  burning  Sulphur,  with  its  penetrating  and 
ripening  Fire,  penetrates  the  fubjedt  added,  then  the 
volatile  Mineral  at  firft  cannot  bear  patiently  the 
vehemency  of  the  Fire,  but  a  part  of  the  fame  is  ele 
vated  upwards  with  the  fiery  Oil  (fixing  all  Mine¬ 
ral  fubjedts;  which  concretes  round  about  to  the 
Vefl'el,  and  again  diftills  down  upon  the  burning 
Sulphur  into  the  Pan,  fo  as  it  excites  no  fmall  admi¬ 


ration  in  the  Beholders.  The  motion  of  this  Oil, 
which  is  fb  often  and  long  driven  upwards  and  down¬ 
wards  ;  Philofophers  have  named  their  Diftillation, 
Afcent,  and  Deicent,  alfo  Cohobation  and  Circula¬ 
tion  :  but  the  Sulphur  continually  burning,  they 
called  Calcination  and  Solution.  For,  in  this  opera¬ 
tion,  two  very  potent  Fires  adt.  The  flame  of  Sul¬ 
phur  is  a  ftrong  fixing  Fire,  but  ftronger  yet  is  that 
fiery  Oil  continually  diftilling.  By  the  help  of  both 
Stygian  Fires,  the  volatile  fubjedt  in  the  Pan, 
is  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  (unlcls  it  was  very  impure 
before)  without  any  diminution  of  its  weight  fixed 
into  ji  fixed  Medicine.  It  is  to  be  admired,  with 
how  great  virtue,  either  Fire  is  endewed,  for  fixing 
volatile  Metals  ;  alfo  it  is  pleafant  to  behold,  how 
(when  any  drop  of  that  Oil  of  Sulphur  driven  up¬ 
wards  diftills  down  again  upon  the  burning  Sulphur) 
the  flame  that  afeends  then,  will  be  red  as  blond, 
which  otherwile  from  Sulphur  onely  afeends  yel- 
lowifh.  The  repeated  Diftillation  of  that  into  the 
under  fet  Veflel  was  by  Philofophers  called  Incera- 
tion  .•  But  when  the  whole  -refided  in  the  bottom 
without  any  afeending  fume,  that  was  by  them  cal¬ 
led  Fixation. 

Thefe  operations  I  have  performed  with  my  own 
Hands,  and  leen  with  my  own  Eyes.  More  at 
this  time  I  dare  not  publifh  ;  for  more  than  enough, 
is  already  fpoken  to  Impious  Men.  Which  indeed  I 
fhould  not  have  done,  if  this  excellent  Philofophick 
Work  had  not  been  made  too  common  already,  or 
i  toexprefs  my  meaning  more  plainly)  if  it  had  not 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  un-worthy  Perfbns,  to  me 
moft  ungratefull.  For  indeed  I  permitted  onely  Home 
few  of  my  Friends  to  fee  this  Philofophick  fixing  Fur¬ 
nace  ;  yet  the  knowledge  of  it  was  by  them  fo  far 
divulged,  as  I  repented  I  had  ever  communicated  it. 
Neverthelefs,  inftead  of  that,  not  long  after  by  God 
was  given  to  me  a  certain  other,  far  better  and 
more  elegant  gift,  for  he  fhewed  me  fuch  an  In- 
ftrument,  gs  would  far  more  commodioufly  than  the 
former,  receive  the  afeending  fulphureous  fume,  fo 
as  none  of  it  fhould  be  loft.  Therefore  this  divine 
gift  (hall  by  me  be  more  warily  kept  than  the  former. 
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The  Explanation  of  the  CUT. 


A  Is  the  Jtanding  part  of  the  Furnace. 

B  The  loiver  Hemifphere  or  )}alf  Glohe^  which  is  to 
contain  the  Sulphur^  or  what  you  intend  to  make 
into  Oils  or  Spirits. 

C.  The  upper  Hemifphere  with  its  Fipe  to  draw  the  Oils 
or  Spirits  by. 

D.  The  body  that  holds  the  Plater. 

E.  The  Cavity  or  top  of  the  body  to  put  in  the  Water. 

FFF.  The  handles  by  which  it  is  hanged  up,  which  are 


made  of  the  fame  Earth  that  the  Body  is  made  of. 

Cs.  The  Cock  to  let  out  the  Water,  that  you  may  put 
tn  more  cold.  ‘ 

He^ijphereto  work  the  Minerals  andhath  no  Fipet  ' 
ihe  body  to  hold  the  Water  to  keep  it  Cool. 

K..  The  Cavity  of  the  Body  to  put  in  the  Water. 

LLL.  The  handles  to  hang  it  by. 

M.  The  Cock  to  let  out  the  Water  that  you  may  put  in 
more  cold. 


1 

I  C  H  A  P.  II. 

'  The  way  of  preparing  another  Medicine  of  .Sulphur 
onely. 

Fill  an  earthen  Pan  fd]  of  Sulphur,  and  fet  it 
uhder  the  Blind  head.  Kindle  the  Sulphur  and 
keep  it  continually  burning  for  eight  or  fourteen 
days.  And  when  the  burning  Sulphur  caufeth  its 
Oil  toafcend,  and  the  fame  again  defcends  upon  it, 

:  and  this  afcent  and  defcent  hath  lb  long  been  made, 
i  as  untill  the  Oil  is  fixed,  and  no  more  afcent  is  per- 
ceivedj  then  let  the  Fire  go  out,  and  that  which 
you  find  in  the  bottom,  looking  black  as  a  Coal, 
take  out,  pour  clear  Water  upon  it,  and  make  them 
boil  together.  In  this  boiling  the  Water  cxtradts 
the  fixed  Oil  of  Sulphur,  which  pafled  into  Salt, 
from  the  black  Fsces.  This  extrafled  Salt  diftill 
through  a  Filter,  and  permit  the  Water  to  exhale  in 
Balneo;  fo  the  Refidue  will  remain  in  the  bottom 
fweer,  in  the  form  of  a  fowerilh  gratefull  yellow 
Salt.  Which  take  out,  and  put  into  a  clean  Cruci¬ 
ble,  where  keep  it  hot,  but  not  red  hot ;  then  the 
Salt  will  wax  red.  This  difiblve  again  and  Filter, 
'  and  it  will  leave  fome  Faeces.  You  may  reiterate 
this  operation  if  you  will,  and  the  Salt  will  be  fo 

\ 


much  the  more  pure.  This  Salt  is  of  a  middle  taft 
between  Tower  and  fweer :  Of,  which  five  or  fix 
grains  being  taken  inwardly  will  penetrate  the  body 
and  ftrongly  provoke fwcat.  But  a  larger  Dofe  will 
provoke  gentle  Seidges,  efpecially  if  the  operation 
be  made  in  Tome  Iron  Pan,  yet  it  contrafts  from  the 
Iron  a  fweetifh  taft,  but  that  is  notat  all  to  be  feared, 
becaufc  the  Salt  plainly  depofits  this  taft,  efpecially 
if  you  heat  it  hot  and  difiblve  it,coagulate  and  heat  it 
hot  again,  unto  the  third  time.  For  then  it  lofeth 
that  taft,  and  becomes  a  Tweet  red  Salt,  which  is  a 
fafe  remedy  againft  all  Difcafcs,  where  there  is  need 
of  fweating  and  purging. 

Note,  here  is  need  of  caution,  that  in  making  it 
hot,  your  Fire  be  not  too  ftrong,  and  fb  the  virtues 
of  your  Salt  diminifhed,  which  is  a  thing  accUrafeN 
to  be  minded.  Ancient  Philofophers  likened  tnis 
operation  to  fiich  a  Fire-vomiting  Dragon,  as  devours 
his  own  Tail,  and  converts  it  into  a  falutary  Medi¬ 
cine.  The  Dragon  is  burning  Sulphur,  his  Tail  is 
its  fiery  Oil,  Which  fiides  down  upon  the  burning 
Sulphur,  and  in  it  converts  it  felf  into  an  efficacious 
Medicine. 

Note,  I  would  have  you  give  credit  to  me,  inthefe 
Works,  which  I  here  have  opened  in  few  words,  are 
many  things  of  great  worth  contained.  Therefore 
if  you  be  wife,  you  will  more  diligently  Teafch  into 

^  ^  the 


The  Sixth  Fart  of 


Part  II. 


the  matter,  and  find  out  much  more  than  is  here  dil 
clofed  by  me. 

C  II  A  P.  III. 

Another  fecret  Fire  of  Thilofophers,  by  which  all  'vene- 
tncus  and  foetid  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral 
Subjehls,  may  be  changed  and  prepared  into  a  moft 
effcacious  Medicine. 

RE(d;ifie  Spirit  of  Wine  fo  perfedly  well  from  all 
Phlegm,  as  it  will  all  burn  away.  For  this 
way  you  will  have  a  fecret  Fire,  by  help  of  which 
you  will  be  able  to  eifcdt  wonders  in  Medicine. 

CHAP.  IV. 

* 

Where  frf  is  exhibited  an  efficacious  Medicine  from  this 
Vegetable  Fire  it  felf 

T3Repare  you  of  ftony  Earth  polifhable  in  Eire,  or 
I  of  Metal,  a  Furnace  in  fuch  wife,  as  under 
it  a  flaming  Fire  may  burn,  and  yet  none  of  the  fume 
fiv  away,  but  in  it  condenfe  either  into  Water  or 
Oil,  and  thence  defcend  into  fome  fit  Receiver. 
Under  fuch  a  Furnace,  in  fome  earthen  Pan  kindle 
an  ounce  or  two  of  this  fubtile  Fire,  and  let  it  burn 
The  Spirit  of  Wine  being  burnt,  the  volatile  Saltas 
incombullible  (yet  the  volatile  Mercury  of  the  Wine) 
comes  forth,  is  cooleddn  the  Receiver,  and  fo  pre- 
ftrved. 

Note,  when  the  firft  Spirit  of  Wine  is  burned, 
'  more  muft  be  put  in.  Of  how  great  profit  it  will  be 
in  Medicine,  you  may  eafily  judge,  becaufe  it  is  the 
immortal  and  incombuftible  Soul  of  Wine.  Flow 
much  it  is  able  to  effeft  in  Alchvmy,  is  not  very 
well  known  to  me,  I  not  having  laboured  much  in 
if  as  yet.  Ba films  touching  this  Mercury, thus  Writes: 
Whofoever  can  obtain  it,  will  be  a  principal  Mafter 
in  Chvmiflry.  Fle,  as  I  judge,  well  knew  how 
from  Gold  its  Tindure  was  to  be  extraded  by  the 
help  of  this.  But  of  thefe  enough  at  this  time. 


C  FI  A  P.  V. 

4. 

How  by  the  benefit  of  this  fecret  Vegetable  Fire,  the  Mi- 
crccofmick  Mercury  may  be  corretled,  freed  from  its 
naufeous  f  ink,  and  converted  into  a  fweet  Medicine. 


Philofophick  purgation,  then  it  afcends  into  its  Hea¬ 
ven,  that  is,  into  the  Alembick  without  flink.  AI- 
fo  by  help  of  this  purgation,  all  other  tcefid,  bitter 
and  unfavoury  Vegetable,  Mineral,  and  Animal 
Subjeds,  may  be  purged,  rendred  fweet,  pleafant, 
and  gratefull,  as  the  following  examples  will  prove.  * 


CHAP.  VI. 


Ecipe  of  common  Sulphur,  Tartar,  and  Niter, 
of  each  one  pound,  pulverife,  mix  and  decre¬ 
pitate  them  in  a  Crucible,  kindling  them  on  the  top, 
otherwife  they  will  fulminate.  When  decrepitated* 
melt  and  pour  out  the  mixture,  reduce  it  to  Powder* 
and  extrad  thence  the  Tindure  with  Spirit  of  Wine* 
Burn  away  the  Spirit  of  Wine  under  the  Philofo- 
phick  Alernbick,  and  what  afcends  referve  for  your 
ufein  Medicine.  What  remains  in  the  bottom  will 
be  fweet  and  void  of  all  evil  favour,  becaufe  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine  hath  burnt  up  all  the  ftink.  This  MedF 
cine  is  a  moft  excellent  Diaphoretick. 


C  H  A  P.  VII. 

the  TinBme  or  Soul  of  Antimony  may  be  purified 
by  the  benefit  of  this  Vegetable  Fire. 

ye  of  Antimony,  Tartar,  and  Niter,  of  each 
alike;  decrepitate,  melt,  pulverife,  and  ex- 
trad  the  Tindure,  which  caufe  to  pafs  through  this  .• 
Purgatory  Fire,  and  you  will  have  a  fafe  Medicine  ' 
againft  all  Difeafes.  But  if  you  would  render  it  yet 
more  excellent,  to  this  Antimony  (which  hath  al- , 
ready  once  fuftained  that  Purgation)  again  add  its ' 
own  weight  of  Tartar  and  Niter  ;  decrepitate,  melt,^ 
extrad,  and  caufe  it  to  burn  as  before,  and  you  wilR' 
have  your  Medicine  more  excellent.  And  if  you* 
fhall  repeat  this  labour  the  third  rime,  you  will  have 
it  far  more  excellent,  for  every  time  there  are  fome 
F^ces  depofited,  whence  the  Medicine  becomes  more 
efficacious. 

As  is  faid  of  Sulphur  and  Antimony,  fo  alfo  all  o- 
ther  ftinking  and  bitter  Subjeds;  yea  the  ftinking 
Dungs  of  Animals  may  be  fb  purified  as  to  become  . 
fweet.  Butthere  is  no  necefllty  to  fpeak  hereabout 
in  this  place  For  whofoever  ftudioufly  fearcheth  ' 
for  fome  famous  Medicine,  will  eafily  find  fome  ex- . 
cellent  thing,  fb  as  he  may  attain  both  Riches  and 
Honour  according  to  his  wifli. 


1 
■  I 

I 

F;'l 


REdifie  Spirit  of  Urine  as  highly  as  you  can,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  Prefcripts,  largely  defcribed 
in  the  Book  of  Furnaces.  To  this  Animal  Mercury 
add  five  fold  or  fix  fold  its  weight  of  our  Vegetable 
Fire,  with  which  fill  a  Pan,  and  kindle  this  Fire 
under  our  Philofophick  Alembick ;  then  will  our 
Fire  burn  up  all  the  naufeous  ftink  of  the  Animal 
Mtrcuiy,  fbasit  will  afcend'with  a  grateful]  odour 
and  raft.  If  it  be  not  to  your  mind  the  firft  time, 
commit  the  fame  to  this  purgation  a  fecond  time, 
and  make  it  pafs  over ;  then  you  will  find  your  A- 
nimal  Mercury  fweet,  by  virtue  of  which  you  will 
be  able  to  do  great  things  in  Medicine,  becaufe  it 
forcibly  penetrates.  Therefore  a  diligent  Phyfician 
fhould  not  be  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  this.  It  is  known 
that  Spirit  of  Urine  doth  much  good  in  Medicine, 
yet  it  is  commonly  abhorred  by  reafon  of  its  unplea¬ 
sant  taft.  But  when  it  hath  fuftained  the  trial  ofour 


CHAP.  VIII. 

How  by  help  of  the  Vegetable  Fire,  Mineral  Fires  may 
be  extinguijhed,  and  the  ccrrofi've  fiery  difpojit  ion  of 
them  converted  into  fweetnejs. 

IT  is  very  well  known,  that  the  greater  common 
Fire  doth  always  (as  often  as  one  is  fet  near  the 
other)  either  extinguifh  the  lefler,  or  caufe  it  to 
languifh,  the  fame  alfo  happens  to  Philofophick 
Fires.  As  for  example,  Put  into  a  Stone  difh  or  Pan, 
Spirit  of  Salt,  Vitriol,  Niter,  or  Sulphur,  or  fome 
other  acid  Spirit,  and  three,  four,  or  fix  parts  of  the 
beft  Spirit  of  Wine  which  kindle,  and  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  will  burn  away,  but  the  acid  Spirit  through 
the  flibtilty  of  the  flame  becomes  fweet.  Which 
fweet  Spirits,  efpecially  that  of  Sulphur  and  Salt, 

manifeft 
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maniteft  Verrifes  in  Medicine.  Bafil  Valentine 
(peaks  of  rhe- dulcified  Spirit  of  Salt,  that  it  extrads 
from  Gold  its  Tincture  ;  and  that  he,  who  knows 
how  to  dulcifie  it,  will  be  honoured  by  Philofophers. 
He  in  like  manner  reacheth,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  is 
feven  times  to  be  abftra-fted  thence  :  Yet  undoubted¬ 
ly  he  intended  not  the  vulgar  Abftraiflion,  but  this 
fccret  Abftradion  rather,  of  which  we  now  (peak. 
Becaufe  fuch  Spirits  are  not  dulcified  at  one  time, 
but  Spirit  ot  Wine  is  often  to  be  abftraded  thence  by 
the  help  ot  Fire,  before  they  will  be  fufficiently  dul¬ 
cified. 


C  FI  A  P.  IX. 

Another  ivny^  hy  help  of  other  FireSy  to  cleanfe  and 
/wee ten  Vegetable y  Animal  and  Mineral  Subjebts. 

T7  Very  man  knows,  that  the  Nature  and  Property 
.S_y  of  common  Fire  is,  to  abfiime  every  (linking  Sul¬ 
phur,  to  drive  away  Mercury ^  and  leave  nothing  but 
dead  Allies,  with  a  little  fixed  Salt;  which  is  noCor- 
redion,  but  a  violent  Deftrudion  and  Corruption  of 
good  things.  Therefore,  in  preparing  famous  medi¬ 
cines,  we  (hould  ulea  better  Fire,  fuch,  as  nei¬ 
ther  condimes  Sulphur,  nor  drives  away  Mercury y 
but  onely  ripens,  cleanfeth  and  fwetens  them;  as  will 
be  proved  by  thefe  following  Examples. 

.  Firft  let  us  make  trial  with  the  ( to  us  abominable  ) 
Dung  of  men,  and  (ee,  whether  its  Stink  can  be  to¬ 
tally  taken  away,  and  of  it  an  Llniverlal  medicine  be 
prepared. 

It  is  very  raanifeft,  that  the  Dungs  of  Animals 
crude  and  not  prepared,  areof(bmeu(e  in  medicine, 
and  we  know  they  have  been  long  in  u(e  with  Ga- 
lenifts  and  Apothecaries :  For  they  prefume  to  cure 
the  Jdundies  with  Goofe  dung;  Feavers  with  Hor(e- 
dung  ;  Inflammations  of  the  Bowels  with  the  diftil- 
led  Water  of  Cow-dung,  which  they  call  the  Water 
of  all  Flowers  ;  and  the  Quinfey,  with  the  white 
Dung  of  a  Dog,  which  they  call  Album  Gracum. 
Pertinent  to  the  purpofe,  Flifiory  makes  mention  of 
a  certain  Countryman  labouring  with  a  Quinley. 
To  this  man  a  Phyfician  gives  a  Bill,  by  which  he 
was  to  go  to  an  Apothecaries  Siiop,  and  buy  Album 
Gracum.  The  Bill  he  gave  to  a  Boy  in  the  Shop, 
who  having  read  it,  looked  into  the  Box  in  which 
Album  Grrecum  was  wont  to  be  kept ;  and  finding 
the  Box  empty,  bid  the  Countryman  ftay  a  little, 
and  he  would  ferve  him  prelently.  Bur  the  Boy  not 
wife  enough  to  conceal  the  Secret,  runs  prefently 
into  the  Church  Yard,  where  he  gathered  fome  of 
the  white  Dung  of  Dogs,  which  he  brought  home, 
and  put  into  his  Mortar  to  pulverife.  The  Country 
man  (eeirg  this,  fpake  to  the  Boy  thus  :  I  pray  thee 
lay  afide  thofe  things,  and  give  me  what  I  have  need 
of ,  for  I  can  ftay  no  longer;  To  which  the  Boy 
anfwered:  This  is  thatthe  Phyfician  preferibed  you; 
therefore  ftay  but  a  little  while,  (or  it  will  be  beat 
enough  prefently.  Then  the  Countryman  angerly 
(aid:  What  do  you  fay,  you  Whelp  >  Muft  I  buy 
Dogs  turd  of  you  for  Silver?  I  have  enough  of  that 
at  hom.e :  Therefore  you  and  your  Dodour  (hall 
eat  it  your  felves  (or  me.  And  having  fpoken  thus, 
he  went  out  of  the  Apothecaries  Shop  in  a  great  rage. 
Many  fiich  Hiftories  are  varioufly  commemorated  : 
by  which  you  may  clearly  fee,  that  the  Dungs  of 
Animals,  a.t hough  crude  and  not  at  all  prepared, 
have  been  uled  by  Apothecaries.  All  which  had 


they  nor  been  ufefull  in  Medicine,  would  long  fince 
have  been  abrogated.  But  humane  Dung,  which 
defervedly  is  to  be  preferred  before  all  other,  is  not 
ufed  medicinally  ;  and  that  onely  becaufe  of  its  evil 
fmcll.  Yet  1  have  known  (ome  old  Women  give  that 
to  be  taken  inw’ardly  by  fuch  as  laboured  with 
Feavers  (  but  without  their  knowledge  )  and  fb  have 
expelled  thole  Feavers.  There  are  fome  Chirurge- 
ons  (b  skilfull  as  to  know,  that  the  Salt  of  humane 
Dung  onely  generates  Putrefadlion,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  all  other  Salts  preferve  from  it.  Wherefore 
they  ufe  that  for  putrifying  fuch  excrefeent  Carun¬ 
cles,  as  they  fear  to  cut  off,  by  reafbn  of  the  inter¬ 
mixed  Veins.  Yet,  that  humane  Dung  (if  inwardly 
taken  )  wants  not  its  effects,  no  man  doubts :  but 
becaufe  of  its  great  Stink,  its  ufe  is  to  be  abftained 
from,  and  nor  to  be  admitted  in  medicine.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  it  can  be  freed  from  its  abominable  Odour, 
it  may  be  ufed  in  medicine,  otherwife  not.  Where¬ 
fore,  Faraceljus  fb  highly  efteemed  it,  as  he  faid : 
From  him  Fleaven  and  Earth  is  hid,  to  whom  hu¬ 
mane  Dung  is  not  known.  An  Hiftory,  which 
(hews  what  happened  in  C^/«r’s  Court,  between 
him  and  the  Court  Phyficians,  plainly  Iheweth  this. 
For  when  thofe  Phyficians  asked  him  to  leave  behind 
him  (bme  medicinal  Experiment  unto  them,  Faracel- 
fus  ordered  humane  Dung  to  be  brought  and  laid 
before  them.  They  feeing  that,  went  away  in  a 
rage  and  reviled  him.  But  Paracelfus  anfwered.  You 
indeed  run  away,  thereby  proving  your  felves  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  Secret  1  purpofed.  to  have  difcovered 
to  you.  Whence  it  is  very  manifeft,  that  Paracelfus 
knew  how  to  render  (linking  Excrements  fit  for  ufe. 
For  undoubtedly,  he  never  adminifired  them  to  any 
man,  before  they  were  prepared ;  becaufe  he  had 
other  Medicaments  always  in  readinefs.  Now,  that 
it  may  be  known  to  be  poflible  to  take  away  the 
Stink  of  Dungs,  I  will  prove  the  fame  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing. 

To  a  fmnd  and  healthfull  Man  for  two  days  to¬ 
gether  give  nothing  to  eat,  but  a  little  well  baked 
Wheat  bread  ;  or  to  drink,  bur  g.  od  Wine  His 
Excrements  for  thefe  two  days  caft  away.  On  the 
third  day  let  him  ear  a  peculiar  Bread,  with  which 
is  mixed  before  it  is  baked  about  an  Ounce  and  half, 
or  one  Ounce  of  my  Blood  of  Sol ;  alfb  let  him  have 
an  Ounce  and  half,  or  one  Ounce  of  the  fame  Blood 
of  Sol  mixed  with  his  Drink,  that  it  may  thereby  be 
ringed  with  a  red  Colour.  And  all  the  third  day  let 
him  eat  nothing  but  this  Bread,"  in  which  the  Blood 
of  Soly  or  Gold  rendered  irreducible  hath  been  ba¬ 
ked,  and  ufe  that  Wine  onely,  which  the  Tindlure 
of  Gold  hath  coloured.  Then  on  the  fourth  day, 
let  his  Excrements  (  which  will  be  tinged  with  black- 
nefs  like  a  Coal  )  be  pur  into  a  glazed  Pan  or  Difh, 
yet  with  this  Caution,  that  no  Urine  be  mixed  there¬ 
with  ;  becaufe  that  will  be  injurious.  Indeed  thefe 
Excrements  will  have  a  very  evil  Odour,  bur  that 
you  may  take  away  their  (link,  and  convert  jjiem 
into  an  Llniverfal  Medicine,  proceed  thus. 

If  thefe  Excrements  be  in  weight  one  pound,  or 
fome  what  above,  pour  on  them  two  Ounces  of  w'ell 
dephlegmated  Oil  of  Sulphur,  or  in  defedl  of  that, 
as  much  ftrongand  well  rectified  Oil  of  Vitriol;  mix 
the  whole  well  ftirring  it  with  a  wooden  Spatuluy 
that  the  Oil  may  add  upon  the  Excrements :  Expofe 
the  whole  to  the  Air  for  one  Night ;  and  that  mine¬ 
ral  Fire  will  calcine  the  Dung  Philofophically,  and 
deprive  it  of  all  its  ftink,  without  any  diminution  of 
i  its  Weight;  which  is  very  ((range.  And  if  any  part 


Part  IT. 


The  Sixth  Part  of 
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^^Tthe  evil  Odour  (hould  be  left  remaining,  add  to  it  I 
again  one  Ounce  and  half  of  the  Mineral  Fire,  and 
fuffer  them  toftand  together  for  one  Day  and  Night. 
Then  muft  you  alfo  have  in  readinefs  the  Animal 
Fire,  viz,.  St)irit  of  Urine  exadly  redified,  of  which 
pour  Ipifurely  and  by  degrees  upon  the  Dung,  fo 
much,  as  until  both  thofe  contrary  Spirits  ceafe  to 
ad  each  upon  other,  and  are  ftill  ••  For  then  thofe 
two  contending  Fires  have  mortified  each  other, 
whdnce  a  middle  Salt  is  generated.  Upon  this  mix¬ 
ture  put  into  a  Glafs  do  you  alfo  pour  fo  much  of 
the  V egetable  Fire,  ( that  is,  of  the  beft  Spirit  of 
Wine  )  as  may  rife  in  height  above  it  two  fingers 
breadth.  Set  this  glafs  in  Balneo,  and  digeft  the 
whole  for  twenty  four  hours :  For  in  that  time  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  diflblveth  that  Salt,  which  proceeded 
from  both  the  contrary  Fires,  together  with  the  Mi- 
crocofmick  Salt,  Sulphur  and  Mercury  ;  and  from 
that  Gold,  now  the  fecond  time  inverted,  extrads 
the  Tindure,  which  it  hath,  and  is  thereby  tinged 
red  as  Blood.  This  Tindure  pour  off,  and  re  pour 
on  other  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  let  that  alfo  ftandtvyen- 
ty  four  hours  in  Balneo  for  extrading  what  remains  : 
but  this  will  have  but  little  Tindure,  becaufe  the 
fiiif  extradion  drew  forth  almoft  all.  Add  both  ex- 
tradions  together,  and  in  Balneo,  with  very  gentle 
heat,  by  Alembick  abftrad  the  Spirit  of  Wine  from 
the  Tindure ;  then  will  remain  in  the  bottom  of 
theVefi'el  a  very  red  and  pleafant  Salt ;  upon  which 
muff  be  poured  fo  much  Aromatick  Spirit  of  Wine, 
as  will  fuffice  to  difiblve  all  the  Salt.  Which  Solution 
pour  out  from  the  Gldfs  it  was  difTolved  in,  into  a 
ftrong  and  very  clean  Glafs-bottlc,  and  keep  it  by 
you  as  a  mod  pretious  Treafure. 

The  Dofe  of  it  is  very  fmall  ;  for  if  you  give,  at 
one  time,  i,  2, 4,  5,  of  6  drops,  it  will  provoke 
Urine,  expel  Sweat,  and  the  Stone  alfo  powerfully. 
But  if  the  dofe  be  augmented,  it  purgeth  the  Belly, 
and  that  without  any  moleftation.  In  a  word,  this 
Univerfal  Medicine  may  fafely  be  ufed  in  all  Difeafes. 
Yet  becaufe  I  intend  brevity,  I  forbear  to  write  more 
touching  this  Medicine. 

The  Excrements  or  Faeces,  from  which  this  Tinc¬ 
ture  is  extraded,  are  not  to  be  caft  away,  but  muft 
be  calcined  with  Fire  till  they  are  red  hot,  and  (af¬ 
ter  a  ftrong  Acjua  Regia  hath  been  poured  upon  them ) 
the  remaining  Gold,  which  was  not  before  extraded, 
muft  be  difTolved.  Yet  you  ftiall  have  very  little  of 
that ;  becaufe  the  Man’s  Stomach  did  a  fecond  time 
invert  that  Gold,  (which  was  once  before  inverted  ) 
and  made  it  reducible,  fb  as  it  could  be  extraded 
v/ith  Spirit  of  Wine  by  help  of  the  Mineral  and  Ani¬ 
mal  Mercury.  It  is  hard  for  me  to  believe,  that  a 
more  excellent  Diuretick  and  Diaphoretick  Medi¬ 
cine  can  be  found,  than  this  Microcofmick  Salt, 
which  is  tinged  with  Sol.  For  you  will  know  of 
how  great  vertue  this  Diuretick  and  Diaphoretick 
Salt  is,  when  you  fhall  precipitate  the  acid  Oil  of  Sul¬ 
phur  (  or  in  defed  of  that,  redified  Oil  of  Vitriol ) 
with  good  Spirit  of  Urine,  and  reduce  it  into  Salt, 
And  will  not  fuch  a  Salt  as  this  be  far  more  excellent, 
when  Sulphur  the  (Philofophically  calcined)  Salt  and 
Mercury  of  the  humane  Body,  together  with  the 
Tindure  of  Gold  have  Accefs  ? 

1  have  not  writ  any  thing  here  of  this  Univerfal 
Medicine,  to  the  end  it  fliould  be  preferred  before 
others,  becaufe  I  very  well  know,  we  can  of  other 
Subjeds  prepare  famous  Medicines,  and  eafily  be 
without  humane  Dung  ;  but  whatfoever  I  delivered 
here,  I  did  it  for  the  good  of  all.  For  my  part,  I 


fay,  if  any  one  hath  no  mind  to  proceed  in  this 
Operation,  let  him  forbear.  It  fufficeth  me,  that  I 
have  fignified  to  the  World,  how  by  the  help  of 
Art,  all  venomous  and*  ftinking  Subjeds  may  be  a- 
mended  and  cleanfed. 

Thus  may  the  induftrious  Phyfician,  by  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  three  Principal  Fires  prepare  many  excel¬ 
lent  Medicines,  and  before  all  fluggifh  and  carelefs 
Phyficians  be  had  in  great  honour  by  the  Sick,  and 
obtain  the  favour  of  GOD  and  Men.  For  he  may 
invert  the  Venom  of  Vipers,  Serpents  and  Scorpions 
and  convert  the  fame  into  an  Antidote  powerfull  a- 
gainft  the  Peftilence,  and  other  Venoms.  He  alfo 
underftands  how  to  prepare  a  Medicament  of  Toads 
fafe  to  be  given  to  dropfical  Perfons :  of  Spiders  a 
Medicine  healing  the  Leprous  ;  of  Cantharides  and 
May-Woms,  a  certain  Salt  good  againft  the  Stone  of 
the  Reins  and  Bladder ;  of  Earth-Worms,  or  Rain- 
Worms,  a  venereal  Experiment ;  of  Opium,  Tobacco 
and  Henbane,  a  famous  Somniferous  Medicine ;  of 
Wormwood  a  Stomachal  and  Antifebrile;  of  Helle¬ 
bore,  Agarick,  Spurge,  Afarabacca,  Squill,  and  the 
like,  an  Univerfal  Purging  Salt  ;  of  Pearch-Stones, 
and  Crabs-Eyes,  a  Nephritick  Medicine  againft  the 
Stone  of  the  Reins  and  Bladder ;  and  of  Napellu^, 
Stavefacre,  and  Wake  Robbin,  a  famous  Antipoda- 
grick.  Xhefe,  and  other  fuch  moft  excellent  an^ 
prefentl/- medicinal  Salts  may  after  the  fame  manner 
be  prepared  :  Thefe,  for  the  health  of  infirm  Man¬ 
kind  I  could  not  content  my  felf  to  conceal.  Indeed 
I  could  have  writ  more  at  large  touching  this  matter; 
but  brevity,  which  I  now  ftudy,  forbids  a  more  am¬ 
ple  Declaration. 


C  H  A  P.  X.  j 

i  ■ 

Of  the  Nature  and  Property  of  that  Fire,  'which  lies  hid 
in  Tartar,  6r  the  Stony  Faces  of  PFine.  > 

TArtaf  is  a  Salt,  which  in  Fermentation  fepara- 

ting  it  felf  from  the  Wine,  adheres  partly  to  the  ^ 
fides  of  Wine-Cask,  and  partly  refides  with  the  j 
Dregs  in  the  Bottom.  This  Salt  or  Tartar,  although 
it  is  numbred  among  Salts,  yet  it  is  of  another  difi 
pofition  than  all  other  Salts ;  becaufe  they  maybe 
difTolved  in  cold  Water,  but  this  Tartar  cannot  be 
difTolved,  except  in  boiling  Water  onely.  No  Mart 
hitherto  was  willing  to  open  the  Caufe  of  this  hard 
Tye.  But  I,  feeing  Death  daily  approaching  nearer 
and  nearer,  was  not  willing  to  carry  it  with  me  to 
my  long  Home,  therefore  I  chofe  rather  to  leave  it 
behind  me  for  Mankinds  fake.  And  thus  it  is  with  | 

Tartar.  Tartar  contains  in  it  felfa  peculiar  Sulphur  ' 

by  which  the  Salt  is  fb  bound  or  fixed,  as  it  cannot 
like  other  Salt  be  difTolved  in  cold  Water.  For  if  the 
Sulphur  be  feparated  from  it,  it  is  eafily  difTolved  in 
cold  Water,  like  other  Salts.  Yet  fb  Toon  as  fuch 
Sulphur  is  taken  from  it,  thefecret  Fire  which  lay  hid 
in  it,  is  alfb  taken  away:  and  thenceforth  it  can  no 
more  ferve  inftead  of  a  fberet  Fire,  by  which  Metals 
are  ripened  into  Tinftures  ;  but  is  rendred  onely  fit 
to  perform  its  Office  in  medicine  Touching  which, 
for  brevity  fake  we  fhall  here  make  no  mention. 

The  method  of  depriving  Tartar  of  its  tinging 
Sulphur,  that  it  may  be  difTolved  in  cold,  is  thus : 

By  burning  two  Pound  of  Tartar,  reduce  it  into  a 
white  Salt,  upon  which,  if  you  pour  Water  to  difi 
folve  it,  it  will  become  a  Lixivium.  Which  Lixivi¬ 
um  pour  upon  one  Pound  of  Tartar,  and  boil  them 
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together  m  an  Earthen  glazed  Pot  :  Then  the  Lixi- 
-vium  diliolvcs  the  Tartar,  and  feparates  the  binding 
or  fixing  Sulphur  from  the  Salt.  Then  pour  on  one 
part  of  common  Tartar,  boil  ^cm  together  yet  once, 
li  ter  the  boiled  Liquour  through  Paper  ;  then  in  the 
bottom  will  remain  the  Sulphureous  Faeces,  and  the 
Water  of  Tartar  pals  through  y  ellowifh ;  upon  which 
Water  pour  diP.illcd  Vinegar  to  mortifie  the  Lixivi¬ 
um.  This  being  done,  the  Vinegar  will  allb  be  coa¬ 
gulated  with  both  Salts,  and  be  changed  into  one 
Salt ;  which  Salt  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy  is  of 
great  u'e  and  benefit ;  touching  which  if  I  fhould 
here  write  more  I  fhould  be  too  tedious :  but  (GOD 
willing)  the  manifold  ufe  of  it  fhall  be  fhewed  in  my 
Third  Century.  For  here  my  purpofe  is  not  more 
at  large  to  fpeak  of  the  matter.  [_vide  Helm.Vo\.  185. 
and  %afiliui  p.  240.  ] 

if  That  feculent  Slime,  which  adheres  to  the  fides 
of  the  Filter  you  fhould  not  caft  away,  but  endea¬ 
vour  to  fix.  For  then  you  will  find  fome  admirable 
thing,  and  more  than  here  I  daredifcover.  Becaufe 
that  is  the  genuine  Coagulator  of  running  Waters, 
which  it  hardens,  and  is  joined  in  a  fingular  famili¬ 
arity  with  metals,  and  efpecially  with  S&/ ;  as  I  with 
admiration  have  experienced.  For  in  a  few  hours  it 
tinged  Sol  with  whitenefs,  and  turned  it  into  brittle 
Glafs;  whereas  otherwife  Sol  is  an  Enemy  to  every 
Volatile  Sulphur.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  o- 
iher  thing  in  Nature  fecond  to  this  wonderful!  Sul¬ 
phur  ;  which  is  endowed  with  a  potency  coagulating 
and  hardning  running  Subjects.  For  nothing,  ex¬ 
cept  Sulphur  onely,  can  be  found,  which  coagulates 
and  tingeth.  Mercury  and  Salt  tinge  not :  but  Sul¬ 
phur  doth  that.  Confider  I  pray,  how  great  power 
common-  Sulphur  hath  over  Mercury.,  fince  four 
Ounces  of  it  can  coagulate  a  Pound  of  running 
Mercury  into  hard  and  red  Cinnabar.  Alfo  four 
Ounces  of  common  Sulphur  can  coagulate  two  or 
three  Pounds  of  Oil  into  a  Liver-like  Mafs:  and  one 
Pound  of  Oil  reduce  ten  Pounds  of  Lixivium  into 
hard  Soap.  Likewife  one  or  two  half  Ounces  of  the 
volatile  Vapour  of  Sulphur  in  fubterranean  Veins, 
can  coagulate  ferene  Water  into  hard  Rocks  and 
Stones,  as  alfo  all  lorts  of  minerals  and  metals.  So, 
that  little  Sulphur  which  is  found  in  Tartar,  can  ren¬ 
der  much  lower  Wine  or  Water  hard  as  a  Liver; 
as  is  known  to  thofe  that  labour  in  Wine  and  Vi¬ 
negar. 

i  once  purpofed  and  endeavoured  to  extrad  from 
Gold  its  Tindure  by  the  benefit  of  Salts,  among 
which  Salts  Tartar  alfo  was;  whence  my  Gold 
came  out  white  and  altogether  brittle  as  Glafs.  But 
I,  being  willing  to  prove  whether  my  Gold  was 
conftantly  white  or  no,  cupellated  that  with  Saturn-, 
and  then  I  fc'und  my  God  not  to  remain  white,  but 
to  have  received  its  priftine  yellow  Colour.  That 
whitenefs  proceeded  from  nothing  elfe,  than  the 
ringing  Sulphur  of  Tartar,  and  becaufe  the  Colour 
was  not  fixed,  therefore  in  cupellating  it  vanifhed 
away: 

Note :  Flence,  when  I  had  broken  fmall  a  little  of 
this  tinged  white  and  brittle  Sol,  and  caft  it  upon  a 
little  vulgar  Mercury  made  hot  in  a  Crucible,  it  pre- 
fently  had  ingrefs,  and  coagulated  the  Mercury  into 
an  heavy  white  Body,  which  when  I  expofed  to  a 
cineritious  Examen,  all  the  Mercury  vanifhed,  and 
the  5o/ onely  remained  in  its  Colour.  TheReafon 
hereof  was  becaufe  the  aforefaid  Sulphur  of  Tartar 
was  not  fixed.  Yet  thence  I  obferved,  that  it  might 
be  fixed  with  Sol  into  a  conftant  Rednefs.  If  any¬ 


one  hath  convenient  time  and  place,  he  may  more 
profoundly  fearch  into  this  Work,  becaufe  in  it  lies  a 
great  Arcanum.  But  how  otherwife  from  Gold  its 
Tindure  is  to  be  extracted,  fhall  afterward  be  taught. 
Enough  of  that  at  this  time. 

But  there  remains  this  one  thing  to  be  fpoken,  viz.. 
that  whofbever  knows  how  to  conjoin  the  Sulphur 
bf  Tartar  with  the  Sulphur  of  Metals,  and  to  fix  it 
with  them,  may  certainly  obtain  the  Tindure  ;  As 
Ripley  clearly  intimated,  when  he  faid.  He  faw  a 
red  Toad  fo  long  and  fo  often  drinking  of  the  Juice 
of  Grapes,  as  until  his  Bowels  burft.  If  you  do 
more  ferioufly  think  of  this  (  and  GOD  judge  you 
worthy  of  his  Grace  )  you  will  experience  wqnde- 
rous  things;  if  not,  then  conclude  thou  waft  not 
worthy  of  thofe  Secrets.  So  much  may  fuffice  for 
this  time  to  be  fpoken  touching  the  admirable  Sul¬ 
phur  of  Tartar.  More  elfewhere  of  it,  if  G  C||D 
will. 


CHAP.  XI. 

Eroceeding  now  to  Metallick  fixed  Salts,  Mercurial  vo¬ 
latile  and  mofi  fiubtil  Spirits,  let  us  fee  what  they  are 
able  to  ejf'ebi  in  Medicine.  ,  And  fir fi  let  us  fpeak  of 
Antimemy,  as  the  Radical  yuice  of  all  Metals. 

1 

REcipe  of  the  Miner  a  of  Antimony  finely  pulveri- 

fed  one  Pound,  of  our  fecret  Sal  Armoniack  A- 
fix  or  eight  half  Ounces ;  which  diligently  mixed  put 
into  a  coated  Glafs  Retort,  which  let  into  a  Diftilla- 
tory  Furnace,  and  apply  a  Receiver  thereto,  mini- 
ftring  Fire  leifurely  according  to  Art,  that  the  Glafs 
be  not  broken.  In  diftilling  firft  of  all  afeends  a 
little  fowrifh  Water,  then  ( the  Retort  being  hot ) 
a  thick  Oil  far  and  yellow,  in  which  is  contained  the 
moft  excellent  Mercury  of  Antimony,  which  you 
may  thence  thus  feparare. 

Upon  the  yellow  Oil  diftilled,  pour  common  Wa¬ 
ter,  which  Water  will  draw  to  it  felf  the  Salts,  and 
precipitate  the  Mercury,  like  a  yellow  ponderous  and 
fhining  Calx,  which  being  edulcorated  and  dried, 
will  be  an  Univerfal  Purger.  Its  dole  is  very  finall. 

I  ufe  no  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  Grain,  which. 

(  favingyour  Reverence  )  gives  me  3, 4, or  5  Stools: 
but  to  a  robuft  man  I  give  half  a  Grain,  a  whole 
Grain,  and  fometimes  two  Grains.  Note:  Ifalarger 
dofe  be  given,  this  Mercury  excites  vomiting  alfo, 
though  very  gently.  If  you  would  rendej-i  it  Dia- 
phoretick,  you  muft  thence  abftradl:  redi^d  Oil  of 
Vitriol.  Then  this  Mercury  of  Antimony,  whidi 
before  was  liquable  as  Wax,  become/  altogether 
fixed  and  unmeltable;  and  then  you  may  give  of  it 
from  I,  2,  to  8,  or  10  Grains,  which  indeed  move 
not  Seidges,  but  provoke  Sweat  without  wearinefs  to 
the  Patient,  and  performs  the  Office  of  a  blefled  Me¬ 
dicine  againft  all  Difeafes,  where  Sweat  is  needfull. 
Reduce  the  Caput  Mortuum  taken  out  of  the  Retort 
to  Powder  (  the  finer  the  Powder  is  the  better  your 
Work  will  fucceed)  and  having  put  it  into  a  Phial 
pour  Spirit  of  Wine  upon.it,  mix  them  by  a  continu¬ 
ed  ftirringand  lhaking  of  the  Glafs  (  for  otherwife  it 
turns  it  felf  into  an  hard  ftony  Mafs  )  and  in  Balneo 
digeftit  for  a  natural  Day.  Thence  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
will  acquire  a  red  Colour,  which  pour  off,  and  re¬ 
pour  on  frefh  Spirit,  which  alfo  \  ermit  to  extrad  as 
much  as  it  can.  Then  with  gentle  heat  of  Balneo, 

I  abftrad  the  Spirit  of  Wine  from  the  Tindure,  which 
will  relide  in  the  bottom  like  a  red  Salt.  Which  Salt  is 
Tt  •  fo 
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foereat  a  Treafure  in  Medicine,  as  exceeds  all  efti* 
mation.  For  it  palTeth  through  the  whole  Body  like 
Fire,  and  confumes  Dileafes,  asFire  burns  up  Wood. 
For  according  as  it  finds  any  defea:  in  the  Body  fo  it 
operates,  expelling  Sweat  and  Urine,  purging  out  all 
malignant  and  noxious  Humours  of  the  whole  Body, 
and  highly  purifying  the  Blood,  fo' as  I  believe  no 
more  noble  Tinfture  and  Salt  than  this  can  be  ex- 
tracfled  out  of  Antimony.  Its  dofe  indeed  is  very 
fmall,  but  of  great  efficacy,  infomuch'  as  ufing  but 
half  a  Grain  of  it  you  will  find  a  moft  evident  Ope¬ 
ration.  Therefore,  if  a  Matter  of  a  Family  provide 
for  himlelf  but  one  Drachm  of  this  Medicine,  he  may 
by  the  help  of  that  for  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year 
not  onely  preferve  himlelf  and  family  from  many 
Difeafes,  but  alfo  defend  himfelf  and  them  from  all 
other  AlFefts  every  where  prevailing.  Therefore 
let  HOD  have  the  Praife  of  it. 


CHAP.  XII. 

That  this  IV  ay  alfo  may  he  prepared  from  Aaripigment 
and  Arjenick  a  Udercurial  Oil^  and  a  fixed  Tinhiure* 

REcipe  of  Auripigment  one  Pound  of  our  lecret 
Sal  Armoniack  four  Ounces,  which  reduced  to 
Powder  mix,  and  dittil  in  a  Retort  by  degrees  a  vo¬ 
latile  yellow  corrofive  Oil.  At  latt,  in  the  neck  of 
the  Retort  will  afeend  a  fublimate  Red  as  Blood, 
tranlparent  and  as  beautifull  as  an  OrientaJ  Ruby  ; 
the  external  ule  of  which  is  famoufly  medicinal  a- 
gaintt  Ulcers  and  gangrenous  Affefts.  And  the 
yellow  Oil  is  a  moft  prelent  Remedy  for  mortifying 
all  gangrenous  Ulcers,  and  laying  a  folid  Foundation 
for  their  Cure,  if  the  part  affedlied  be  onely  anoin¬ 
ted  with  a  Feather  dipt  therein.  If  any  one  pour 
Water  upon  the  aforelaid  Oil,  that  corrofive,  which 
afeended  with  the  Auripigment,  will  be  leparated 
and  precipited  into  a  yellow  Calx,  which  edulcora¬ 
ted  and  dried,  becomes  lb  ftrong  and  vomitive,  as  it 
cannot  fafely  be  given  inwardly  :  but  outwardly 
fprinkled  upon  Wounds,  it  lays  a  good  foundation 
for  healing.  But  if  from  the  aforefaid  yellow  Pow¬ 
der,  .Oil  of  Vitriol  be  abftrafted,  it  then  becomes  lb 
fixed,  as  it  will  bear  the  force  of  a  moft  violent  Fire, 
without  any  exhalation  of  fume  ;  and  then  lofeth  all 
its  venome,  and  may  be  moft  lafely  ufed  from  i,  i, 
g,  4,to  6, or  8 Grains,  againft-the  Peftilence,  all  Fea- 
vers,  and  fiich  Difeafes  where  Sweat  is  needfull.  It 
is  to  be  admired,  that  this  Subjed  fo  very  volatile 
and  venomous,  fhould  by  one  onely  abftradion  of 
Oil  of  Vitriol,  become  fb  fixed  and  conftant  in  Fire. 
Alfo  it  is  no  left  admirable,  that  this  Oil  like  any 
other  Oil  of  Minerals,  doth  not  afeend  in  the  form 
of  a  Liquor,  but  like  and  in  the  form  of  fome  fat 
Vegetable  Oil,  whereas  in  it  is  not  any  fatneft  at  all, 
becaufe  all  proceeds  from  the  Auripigment. 

Morw^er,  it  will  be  profitable  alfb  to  teach,  that 
the  atbrefaid  fixed  Auripigment  (  whenfoever  unto 
it,  by  the  help  of  Mercury  of  Luna,  ingreft  is  procu¬ 
red  )  projeded  upon  a  Red-hot  Plate  of  Copper, 
renders  the  lame  totally  white  and  as  tradable  as 
Silver.  Which  things  being  known,  although  of 
little  ufe,  do  notwithftanding  favour  of  a  pleafing 
Curiofity,  by  which  you  will  find,  that  of  red  Cop¬ 
per,  white  Silver  may  be  made  Alfo,  after  the 
lame  manner  of  white  and  red  Arfenick,  fuch  a  me¬ 
dicinal  Oil  and  Tindure  may  be  prepared  for  Ve¬ 
nus.  Note :  Wholbever  is  defirous  to  labour  herein, 


mutt  ftudioufly  avoid  the  venomous  fume :  For 
Arfenick  cannot  well  be  handled  without  peril. 

I  might  here  alfo  fay  fomething  of  the  running 
Mercuries  of  Metals  ;  byt  fince  they  rather  appertain 
to  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  than  unto  Medi¬ 
cine,  I  thought  it  beft  to  paft  over  the  mentioning 
of  thefc  in  this  finall  Treadle,  and  to  publifh  them 
in  the  following  Centuries. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  fuhtil  and  mofi  penetrating  Medicinal  Spirits  of 
Metals. 

IN  my  little  Book  of  Fires,  and  alfb  in  my  fifth 
Part  of  the  Spagjrick  Pharmacopoea,  I  have  indeed 
made  fbme  mention  of  volatile  Spirits,  but  for  bre¬ 
vity  fake  concealed  the  method  of  preparing.  When 
I  confidered,  that  fuch  Works  were  judged  by  ma¬ 
ny  impoffible,  I  thought  it  would  be  worth  while 
here  to  infert  the  Preparation  of  them  ;  and  that 
onely  from  one  Metal,  that  every  Man  may  fee  the 
Verity  of  all  the  other.  For  whofoever  is  defirous 
operate  in  Metals,  he  may  be  able  by  this  one  Pro- 
cefs  fufficiently  to  learn  fo  much  Skill,  as  it  will  not 
be  difficult  for  him  to  extrad  fiich  volatile  Spirits  from 
other  Metal j  alfb. 

The  way  of  preparing  the ‘volatile  Spirits  of  Metals. 

Recipe  of  the  Steel  Wyars,  which  the  Needlemakers 
cannot  ufe,  one  Pound,  which  fo  heat  in  the  Fire,  as 
all  fquallidnefs  and  filth  may  be  burned  away.  Af- , 
terward  put  them  into  a  glaft  Body,  and  pour  on 
them  of  the  hereafter  deferibed  diflblving  Water  4, 
or  5,  Pound.  Place  the  Veflel  in  Balneo  or  in  Sand, 
and  adminifter  Fire  fo  to  it,  as  the  Water  in  the 
Glafs  furrounding  the  Steel  may  wax  hot  and  not 
boil ;  then  the  Water  preys  upon  the  Iron  to  be  diF 
folved.  For  in  this  Operation  the  Steel  is  diflblved, 
and  fermented  like  new  Beer  or  Wine.  In  this  Fer¬ 
mentation  a  certain  moft  fubtil  Spirit  of  Mars  afeends, 
without  any  corrofive  ,  breathing  a  very  ftrong 
Odour,  and  endued  with  a  Tafte  vehemently  pene¬ 
trating.  For  fuch  a  Spirit  fb  penetrates  the  Tongue, 
as  the  tafte  long  remains,  although  a  Man  wafh  his 
mouth,  yet  this  tafte  is  not  unpleafant.  By  penetra¬ 
ting  the  Body  of  him  that  takes  it  down,  it  provokes 
Sweat  copioufly,  opens  obftrudions  of  the  Liver, 
Spleen  and  Lungs,  and  comforts  the  vital  Spirits  and  - 
Stomach.  Alfo  it  is  admirably  conducent  to  the 
Health  of  thofe,  who  are  accuftomed  to  drink  Wine 
mixt  with  Water ;  becaufe  it  gives  the  Wine  a  grate- 
full  Tafte,  and  that  far  better,  than  the  beft  of  fowrifti 
Springs  are  able  to  perform.  If  any  one  knows  how 
to  fortifie,  or  concentrate  this  Spirit  by  Redlification, 
he  will  be  able  to  effedt  wonders  by  the  benefit  of  it ; 
which  indeed  yields  not  to  be  fo  readily  concentra¬ 
ted,  as  Spirit  of  Wine:  as  you  fhall  hear  anon,  yet 
it  is  poflible. 

The  Water  is  prepared  in  this  manner. 

C>Recipe  of  common  Salt  one  Pound,  which  diftblve 
in  4,  or  5  Pound  of  common  Water,  and  pour  upon 
it  half  a  Pound  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  to  which  fu- 
peradd  fome  Sreeftwyar,  and  thence  by  diftilling 
feparate  the  Water  ;  then  no  fharp  Spirits  will 
afeend  with  the  Water,  but  all  the  corrofive  will 

remain 


1 


■At.* 


remain  with  the  Mars,  and  nothing  afeend  but  a 

lubtil  Spirit  void  of  Corrofion.  This  moveth  admi¬ 
ration,  that  of  fuch  an  hard  and  fixed  Metal,  with 
the  help  of  lb  gentle  heat,  fhould  alcend  fuch  a  flying 
and  penetrating  Spirit.  But  it  is  more  to  be  admired, 
that  this  white,  volatile  and  penetrating  Spirit,  in  a 
few  hours  {pace,  is  able  to  turn  it  lelf  into  a  fixed  red 
Tindlure  :  yet  you  will  find  this  incredible  Miracle 
verified;,  thus. 

Fill  a  glafs  Body  above  half  full  with  our  Spirit  of 
Mars,  yet  take  no  more  of  it  than  5  or  6  Pound, 
becaufe  that  would  be  more  than  is  needfull  for 
Probation.  Place  the  Body,  with  its  Head  luted  well 
in  Sand,  and  diftil  olF  almofl:  the  Water  by  Afcent, 
lb  as  onely  half  a  Pound  may  be  left  remaining 
in  the  bottom.  Take  what  afeends  out  of  the  Re 
ceiver,  and  you  will  find  it  endewed  with  little  more 
tafte  than  Rain-water  ;  and  that  becaufe  the  volatile 
Spirit  in  this  Abftradtion  or  Decodion  is  feparated 
from  the  Water,  and  again  converted  into  a  fixed 
Body,  'viz.  A  moft  red  Powder.  Which  red  Pow¬ 
der  is  indeed  a  true  Tindure,  yet  it  hath  no  ingrefs 
into  Metals,  unlefs  that  be  procured  to  it  by  the  help 
of  .Gold.  Hence  is  fulfilled  the  Precept  of  Philofo- 
phers  thus  teaching :  Make  the  fixed  volatile,  and 
render  the  volatile  fixed.  What,  I  pray,  is  more 
fixed  than  Iron?  What  more  volatile  than  its  Spi¬ 
rit?  Andlaflly,  what  more  conftant  in  Fire,  than  the 
Spirit  again  fixed  into  a  red  Tindure? 

Note:  Whenfoever  the  Glafs  with  the  remaining 
Water,  in  which  the  red  Powder  is,  fhall  by  motion 
be  difturbed,  the  Water  will  feem  to  be  blew,  which 
blew  colour  arileth  onely  from  the  Tindure,  which 
by  that  agitation  is  diflipated  into  moft  fmall  Atoms. 
For  when  the  Tindure  red  as  Blood  is  again  letled 
in  the  bottom,  the  Water  ftands  above  it  white  as 
before.  Touching  this  flaming  Sulphur  Cofmopolita 
thus  fpeaks :  When  Philofophers  ha’ve  freed  their  Sul¬ 
phur  from  his  tenebrous  Prijon,  and  Jee  him  fwimming 
in  his  oivn  Sea,  they  adore  him,  that  is,  are  delighted  ivith 
bis  Beauty.  But  whofoever  would  operate  any  thing 
to  purpofe,  it  will  be  expedient  for  him  to  provide  in 
readineft  a  good  quantity  of  this  Water,  becaufe 
from  ten  pound  of  this  Water,  there  is  no  more  than 
one  Scruple  of  our  Sulphur  to  be  expeded.  Which 
Avicen,  in  his  advice  to  his  Son  oblerved,  laying, 
he  had  need  to  procure  to  himfelf  fixty  pounds  of 
that  Water  before  he  began  his  Work.  Touching 
which  allb  Bracefeus  hath  excellently  dilcourfed,  al¬ 
though  he  was  [feemingly]  refuted  by  Tauladanus, 
who  (by  reafon  of  the  great  fubtilty  of  his  Wit) 
could  not  conceive,  that  any  good  could  lie  hid  in 
delpicable  grofs  Iron.  But  that- good  Man  Taulada¬ 
nus  no  more  underflood  the  meaning  of  Bracefeus 
than  he  knew  the  nature  of  Iron.  If  any  one  be 
feifed  with  the  defire  of  operating  in  this  Subjed,  let 
him  reade  Bracefeus,  by  whom  he  will  befiifficiently 
informed.  But  many  by  his  Writings  have  erred, 
through  their  miftake  of  what  he  mentions  in  the 
latter  end  of  his  Book,  rc/iz,.  that  he  fpake  not  of 
vulgar  Iron,  which  by  ftrong  Fire  might  be  again 
reduced  into  Iron ;  but  that  fuch  Iron  was  to  be 
chofen,  as  by  the  force  of  ilrong  Fire,  could  turn  it 
felf  into  a  green  or  blewifh  Glafs.  Where  the  Am¬ 
ple  Readers  following  the  bare  letter,  fought  their 
Tindure  in  common  Scales  of  Iron,  but  to  no  pur¬ 
pofe.  Here  I  fpeak  of  a  blew  or  green  Scoria,  which 
can  no  more  be  reduced  into  Iron.  For  whenfoever 
any  one  fhall  melt  our  fixed  Sulphur  niixt  with  Bo¬ 
rax,  although  with  moft  vehement  Fire,  yet  he  fhall 


never  reduce  it  into  Iron,  but  into  a  grecnifti  Glafs* 
1  his  Crocus  Martis  cannot  do,  nor  any  other  de- 
Itroyed  Iron  ;  but  in  Redudion  it  will  always  yield 
fome  finall  Grains  of  Iron,  wherefore  thence  rio 
1  indure  can  be  made.  For  whatfoever  is  endewed 
with  a  tinging  Vertue  muft  not  be  Metal,  according 
to  the  Univerfal  Confent  of  all  Philofophers.  If  any 
one  would  find  out  fome  excellent  thing,  let  him 
learn  the  Art  of  eonointrating  that,  by  which  Con- 
centration  it  will  be  multiplied  in  vertue. 

^Thefe  few  things  I  was  willing  at  this  time  to 
communicate  touching  the  volatile  Spirit,  and  fixed 
Sulphur  oe  Mar,  for  publick  good.  The^  whole 
work  IS  neither  difficult  nor  chargeable,  becaufe  we 
ufe  one  and  the  fame  Menfiruum  always  again 
and  again,  nor  is  there  need  of  new  Expeqees  which 
are  now  eafily  acquirable.  Thefe  are  things  accu¬ 
rately  to  be  noted  according  as  that  moft  ingenfeus 

Verfes  perfpicuoufly  hinted  in  thefe 

Conftder  firf,  what  here  is  to  be  done: 

^Golden  Branch,  with  Leagues  of  Gold  thereon. 
Upon  a  Tree  concealed groweth  ;  This 
To  the  Infernal  Juno  jacred  is. 

the  whole  Grozte,  with  difmal  Jhades  of  Night 
Objeure  and  keep  this  TvQQfrom  humane  Sight-, 

And  till  fome  one  fall  take  down  from  the  Tree 
This  Golden  Branch,  there  can  no  Entrance  be 
Into  Earths  Caverns.  Beauteous  Proferpine 
OrdairAd  hath  that  this  rare  Gift  divine 
Shall  brought  be  unto  her.  No  fooner  is 
The  fir fi  Branch  crops,  but  in  the  place  of  this 
A  Jecond  fprouts  and  that  mofi  pure  and  fine. 

As  did  the  fir  fi-,  with  golden  Leaves  will  fine. 
Therefire  difiinguijh  Right ;  when  rightly  known 
This  Branch  is  unto  thee,  then  with  thy  own 
Hands  crop  the  fame:  for  it  will  follow  Thee, 

If  thou,  by  Fates,  for  this  Work  chofen  be  ; 

If  otherwife,  no  humane  Violence 

Nor  fir  ength  of  Iron  force  it  can  from  thence. 

By  thefe  it  evidently  appears,  that  when  one  gol¬ 
den  Bough  is  cropped  off  that  Tree,  another  follows;  ' 
and  not  onely  one  and  another,  but  as  often  as  you 
will  crop  one,  another  follows :  Provided  the  Hea¬ 
vens  favour  ourEnterprize  ;  otherwifeall  endeavour 
will  be  vain.  Yea,  it  will  be  impoffible  with  hard 
Iron,  or  from  hard  Iron  (  as  theGold-bearingTree) 
to  acquire  or  crop  one  Branch.  Confider  thefe  things 
in  your  Mind.  For  here  are  words  plain  and  clear 
enough  to  every  man,  whofe  Ears  and  Eyes  GOD 
fhall  open. 


CHAP.  XIY. 

Of  the  Preparation  of  the  volatile  and  fubtil  Spirits  of 
other  Metals,  and  of  their  Ufe. 

NOTE:  This  labour  of  preparing  fubtil  Spirits  of 
fixed  Metals,  and  of  reducing  volatile  Spirits, 
i  nto  fixed  Bodies,  fo  fully  explains  the  Table  of  Her¬ 
mes,  as  even  Children  may  underftand  it.  Alfo  it 
proves  the  verity  of  that  Aphorilin  unanimoufly  ufed 
by  all  Philofophers :  The  fixed  make  volatile,  and 
the  volatile  fixed.  He,  whom  GOD  favours,  will 
eafily  underftand.this;  but  to  all  others  it  will  remain 
moft  firmly  locked,  although  it  be  deferibed  fo  them 
with  great  clearnefs,  I  doubt  not,  but  that  this 

Work 


’^^  ork  (vvhenthefe  my  Writings  in  time  to  come 
fall  into  the  hands  of  moft  diligent  Searchers  ) 
'^’ill  he  more  throughly  fought  into,  and  a  nearer 
'^av  found  than  this  here  defcribed  by  me,  by  the 
benefit  of  which,  the  Sulphur  of  Philofophers  may 
^e  releafed  out  of  that  dark  Prifon,  in  which  he  is 
^ept  bound  with  moft  ftrong  Iron  Chains.  It  would 
aniaze  a  man  to  think,  that  from  fuch  a  tenebrous  and 
(hadowed  black  Tree,  fuch  fair  golden  Branches 
fhould  be  cropped.  Although  they  (  who  are  not 
Philofophers,  but  would  be  accounted  fuch,  whilft 
they  walk  magnificently  adorned  with  fplendid  cloa- 
thing  )  by  reafon  of  their  blind  Pride  cannot  foe  what 
I  have  here  clearly  written  ;  yet  thofo  Artificers, 
who  wearing  Linnen  Frocks,  labour  in  their  fimpli- 
city,  will  foe  ;  becaufo  to  their  Endeavouis  GOD 
gives  his  Beneditbion. 

As  I  have  here  taught  the  way  of  extrading  pene¬ 
trating  volatile  Spirits  from  contemptible  old  Iron, 
and  of  reducing  thofo  Spirits  into  fixed  tinging  Bodies; 
fo  alfo  from  other  Metals  the  fame  may  be  prepared. 
Indeed  one  Metal  is  more  apt  for  fuch  an  Operation 
than  another,  and  one  gives  forth  its  Spirits  more  rea¬ 
dily  than  another  :  yet  foch  Spirits  may  be  extraded 
from  all  Metals,  but  with  the  help  of  divers  Solutions. 
For  that  Water  which  diflblves  Gold,  leaves  Silver 
undiftblved,  and  what  will  diflblve  Silver,  diftblves 
not  Gold.  Common  Salt,  and  Salt  Niter,  with  the 
Water  and  Oil  of  Vitriol,  (but  rather  of  Sulphur  ) 
diffolve  So/,  'Mars,  Venus  and  Jupter.  Niter  the 
Water  and  Oil  of  Sulphur  diffolve  Lme  and  V enm. 
Moft  (harp  Wine  Vinegar  diflblveth  Saturn.  The 
Spirit  of  Gold  coagulates  Mercury  into  Sol,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Silver  coagulates  it  into  Lune.  Both  thefo 
Spirits  are  Medicinal.  The  Spirits  of  Venus  and  Ju- 
f  it'er  are  of  a  loathfome  Tafte  and  Odour,  and  there¬ 
fore  unfit  for  Medicine.  Spirit  of  Saturn  is  a  mere 
penetrating  Venome,  or  a  Water,  which  by  its  O- 
dour  fuftbeates  the  vital  Spirit,  wherefore  every  man 
'  fhould  ftudioufly  avoid  it,  fince  its  ufo  cannot  be 
without  Peril ;  otherwifo  that  Spirit  in  metallick 
Works  6.xcels  all.  Nor  do  1  believe  we  can  eafily 
prepare  a  Tindure,  whereby  to  coagulate  Mercury, 
unkfs  by'  the  help  of  Saturn  ccACi  and  killing  all  living 
things,  yet  it  mull:  be  warily  handled. 

With  thefo  1  clofo  up  my  difeourfe  of  thefo  Spirits; 
becaufo,  although  of  them  much  more  might  be  fpo- 
ken,  yet  it  will  not  be  the  part  of  a  confiderate  man 
to  call  Pearls  before  Swine.  Befides,  I  judge  I  have 
-  already  divulged  more  than  is  fir.  But  it  is  worthy 
of  all  obforvation,  that  GOD  is  a  faithful!  Defender 
and  Governour  of  all  moft  fubtil  Arts  and  Things. 


the  whole  Art  confifts  in  this  Concentration.  There¬ 
fore,  fince  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  unto  me  alfo  is 
fomething  known  touching  a  like  Concentration  of 
the  Univerfal  Macrocofmick  Spirit  of  Life,  I  was  not 
willing  {  like  fome  envious  or  covetous  man)  to  keep 
fo  great  a  Gift  of  GOD  to  my  folf  onely,  and  fuffer 
the  fame  to  be  buried  with  me  ;  but  chofo  rather 
(  for  the  health  of  mankind,  for  the  profit  of  my 
Neighbour,  and  for  the  Honour  and  Glory  of  GOD) 
to  impart  fomething  thereabout ;  yet  no  more'  than  is 
fit  or  convenient.. 

If  any  one  defireth  to  extrad  fome  good  thing  from 
the  Air,  he  muftfirft  well  underftand  what  will  be  a 
good  Magner,  and  how  to  make  choice  of  an  opor- 
tune  place  and  time.  For  in  a  moift  Seafon,  you 
(hall  extrad  nothing  but  an  unprofitable  Water  from 
the  Air.  Wherefore  no  man  fhould  undertake  this 
laibour  of  extrading,  unlefs  in  the  height  or  midft  of 
Summer,  when  the  Air  is  very  forene,  void  of 
Clouds,  and  hot  with  the  Solar  Rays.  Becaufo,  at 
fuch  a  time,  the  Magnet,  which  you  (hall  hang  up 
in  the  Sun,  immediately  (from  the  hot  Rays  of  the 
Sun  )  extrads  a  medicinal  Water,  which  every  one 
may  ufo  acccording  to  his  Capacity.  Alfo,  I  would 
have  you  to  know,  that  various  Magnets  are  found, 
by  help  of  which  Water  may  be  extraded  from  the 
hot  Air,  but  all  fuch  Waters  make  not  for  our  Uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine.  Yet  I  am  willing  here  to  fubjoin 
fome  of  thofo  vulgar  Magnets. 

The  Firjf  Magnet. 

With  4,  or  6  Pound  of  Mercury,  or  more  or 
lefs  fill  fmall  Stone.  Jugs,  or  ftrong  Glafles,  which 
Glafles  firmly  clofod  let  down  into  a  deep  cold  Well, 
where  the  Mercury  in  it  folf  will  concentrate  the 
Cold.  Now,  if  you  would  extrad  Water  from  the 
Air,  hang  up  fuch  a  cold  Glafsor  Jug  full  of  Mercury 
in  the  Air,  where  it  will  prefently  draw  Water  to 
it  folf.  Therefore  under  the  Glafs  or  Jug  mufl:  be 
feta  GlafsTunnel  with  a  long  Pipe;  by  which  the 
diftilling  Water  may  be  received,  and  conveighed 
through  the  Pipe,  from  the  hoc  Sun  into  a  cold 
Cellar.  If  this  be  not  done,  the  Sun  will  again  draw 
to  it  folf  the  diftilled  Spirit.  You  may  leave  the 
Magnet  hanging  as  long  as  it  remains  cold  and  Wa¬ 
ter  diftils  from  it :  But  affoon  as  no  more  water  will 
diftil,  you  muft  immerge  it  again  in  a  Cold  Well, 
that  it  may  recoveries  Coldnefo.  In  the  mean  while, 
inftead  of  it  hang  up  another ;  and  repeat  the  labour 
fo  often  as  until  you  have  gathered  water  enough. 

Another  Magnet. 
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•  C  H  A  P.  XV. 

ILw  hy  the  Benefit  of  a  Magnet  from  the  Air  may  he 
extraded  an  Univerfal  Medicine. 

IT  is  fuflficiently  known,  that  the  Lifeof  all  things 
is  reconded  in  the  Air,  without  which  Spirit,  or 
Soul  of  the  World,  nothing  in  this  Univerfality  of 
things  can  five  or  grow.  But  the  Ancient  Philofo 
phers  fought  out  various  ways,  by  which  that  Spirit 
might  be  brought  from  a  far  off  nigh  unto  us,  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  exhibited  palpable,  and  at  length  they 
found  the  way,  and  by  the  benefit  of  it  performed 
great  things  both  in  Medicine  and  in  Alchymy,  and 
that  more  or  lefs,  according  as  one  knew  better  than 
another  how  to  intercept  and  concentrate  ir.  For 


Hang  up  in  the  hot  Sun  Jugs  or  Glafles  full  of  fuch  ;  | 

water;  which  of  the'ir  own  accord  will  their  con- 
trad  fo  great  Coldnefs,as  you  can  fcarcely  endure  to  ||, 
touch  them  with  your  hand.  To  them,  as  is  above-  !  i 
faid,  water  will  adhere,  and  diftil  into  the  Tunnels 
fot  under  them. 

A  Cold  water  is  thus  prepared.  In  common  wa¬ 
ter,  or  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  diflblve  of  Sal.  ArmoniackznA.  i 

Salt-peter  equal  parts,  as  much  as'  can  be  diflblved.  I 

With  this  water  fill  your  Glalfes,  and  with  them,  | 

;  as.  is  above  (hewed,  extrad  water  from  the  Air  ;  and  1 

that  will  be  equal  in  vertue  to  the  former.  If  you  ^ 

be  defirous  to  extrad  fomething  more  excellent  from  1 

the  Air,  you  muft  alfo  expofe  to  it  more  excellent  ii 

Magnets.  For  as  is  the  Magner  fo  it  extrads.  j 


CHAP 


II 


the  Spagyrical  Vharmacopxa. 
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C  H  A  P.  XVI. 

Proceed  in  your  Work  thus. 

P Repare  5  or  4  Pound  of  OilofSulphur />«>•  Cam- 
pane,  which  redtifie,-  that  it  may  become  very 
.  i  fiery  :  Then  provide  a  large  Trough  like  a  Cheft  or 

;  Box,  which  you  may  cover  with  linnen  Cloath  fo, 

as  through  it  no  Duft,  but  the  Air  onely  may  pene¬ 
trate.  In  this  Cheft  fet  your  redlified  Oil  of  Sul¬ 
phur,  poured  into  divers  fmall  Pans  or  Difties  fb 
as  they  be  not  above  half  full.  Leave  thefe  there 
three  or  four  Days,  or  fo  long  Day  and  Night  expofe 
!  them  to  the  Air,  as  until  the  Oil  of  Sulphur  hath 
drawn  to  it  lelf  fo  much  Water  as  it  lelf  was,  and 
!  filled  the  Difhes.  This  being  done,  empty  out  all 
!  the  Difhes  into  one  Glafs  Body,  and  in  Balneo  with 
gentle  heat  abftradl  thence  all  the  humidity.  The 
■ '  Oil  remaining  in  the  Bottome  again  expofe  to  the  Air 
in  thofe  Difhes,  as  before,  fb  long  as  until  they  be 
1 '  filled.  That  water  again  abftradt  thence,  and  pro- 
i  I  ceed  in  extradling  fb  long,  as  until  you  have  got  wa- 
I ;  ter  enpugh.  This  water  pafleth  through  all  Tinc- 
I '  tures;  but  I  have  not  as  yet  compleated  this  Work. 

Note :  All  the  beft  of  that,  which  this  Magnet 
1 1  draws  from  .the  Air,  remains  with  the  Magnet  it  felf 
or  Oil  of  Sulphur,  as  its  true  Matrix.,  in  which  it  is 
,  nourifhed  and  ripened;  as  the  moft  Ancient  Hermes, 

I  or  the  Father  of  all  Philofophers,  in  his  Smaragdine 
Table,  hath  deferibed  in  thefe  words.  Here  the 
j  Soul  of  the  World  fpeaks.  My  Father  is  Sol ;  my 
j  Mother  is  Luna ;  the  Wind  or  Air  fecretly .  bears 
1  me  in  its  Belly  :  the  Earth  conceived  and  brought 
1 1  me  forth,  and  is  my  Nurfe,  &c.  The  Spirit  of  the 
World  can  bring  forth  no  Fruits,  unlefs  it  be  firft 
i  feminated  in  a  fit  Matrix ;  becaufe  nothing  in  the 
I  World  can  be  progenited  without  a  Womb.  This 
1  our  Magnet  is  of  all  Magnets  moft  gratefull  to  the 
I  Soul  of  the  World,  and  a  moft  natural  Friend  to 
'  the  Spirit  of  the  World. 

I  Much  might  be  fpoken  touching  this ,  but  it  is  not 
{  neceftary  to  thruft  pulfe  ready  chewed  into  a  flug 
'.  gifh  Crows  mouth,  let  him  fly  out  and  feek  for  him- 
I  fblf.  Flere,  in  this  Work  are  verified  thofe  fay ings  of 
;  Philofophers :  Nature  rejoyceth  in  Nature,  Nature 
:  overcomes  Nature,  Nature  retains  Nature.  Here  it  is 

.  I  proper  alfo  to  obferve,  what  Hermes,  at  the  end  of  his 
1  i  Table  faith  ;  'Viz,.  My  power  is  not  intire,  or  perfeft, 

’  before!  am  turned  into  Earth.  But  how  this  is  to  be 
! :  done,l  leave  to  the  confideration  of  every  Man.  For 
:  theunworthinefsof  the  prefent  wicked  World  forbids 
:  i  me  to  difeourfe  more  amply  thereof.  To  all  men, 
whom  GOD  fhall  favour,  thefe  will  be  clear  enough, 
t;  Yet  elfewhere  touching  this  matter  (if  GOD  will  ) 

:  i  ere  long  fhall  be  taught. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

1;  How  from  Gold  its  TinSture  may  be  extra  fled  by  help  of 
r  a  Magnet. 

REcipe  of  moft  pure  Gold  an  ounce  and  a  half, 
and  of  the  Stellate  Regulus  of  Antimony  made 
with  Steel ,  one  ounce,  both  which  melt  together  in  a 
i'  covered  Crucible ;andwhilfl:  in  flux  caft  at  times  alit- 
I  i  tie  Salt  peter,  until  the  Niter  fhall  have  extradted  all 
ll  the  Regulus  of  Antimony  from  the  Gold,  and  turned 


it  into  Scoria's.  Permit  the  whole  to  flow  well  for 
fbme  time,  that  the  Gold  may  well  fettle  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  from  the  Scoria,  which  will  flow  like  water. 
Then  pour  all  but  into  a  Cone,  where  the  Gold 
becomes  a  Regulus,  which  muft  be  feparated  from 
the  Scorias.  1  his  Regulus  of  Sol  comes  forth  much 
paler  than  it  was  before.  If  this  pallid  Sol  be  again 
melted  with  the  afore^id  Martial  Regulus,  and  the 
^gttlm  thence  abftrafted  by  the  help  of  fait  Niter, 
the  Gold  will  come  forth  a  little  paler  than  it  did 
the  firft  time.  If  you  repeat  this  Operation  8,  lo, 
or  12  times,  you  will  find  your  Gold  at  length  al- 
mpft  totally  white,  and  that  its  Tinefture  is  extrac1:ed 
from  It  by  the  help  of  that  Reguhts.  The  Tindlure 
of  Sol  is  abfeonded  in  the  Scorias ;  this,  by  the  benefit 
of  a  certain  Antipathetick  Salt,  will  be  precipitated 
from  the  Fsces  liquified,  like  a  Regulus  highly  tin¬ 
ged. 

Note^ :  Yet  in  thefe  Cafes,  the  Precipitation  muft 
be  warily  handled,  left  you  alfo  precipitate  the  Re¬ 
gulus  [  of  Antimony  ]  together  with  it,  and  fo  viti¬ 
ate  the  Tin(fture.  For  this  Extradlion  no  vulgar 
Regulus  is  conducent,  but  fuch  onely,  as  is  made  of 
good  Steel,  and  hath  fuch  a  property,  as  when  a 
Flint  is  ftrook  upon  it,  it  yields  fiery  Sparks,  no  o- 
therwife,  than  as  from  hardned  Steel  Which  ver- 
tue,  if  it  hath  not,  it  cannot  rightly  draw  to  it  felf 
the  Tindure  of  Gold,  but  all  endeavour  will  be  in 
vain.  This  Extraction,  Cofmopolita,  in  his  new  Chy- 
mical  Light,  Hath  very  well  deferibed  and  difeovered 
in  thefe  "words.  Such  Chalibs  muft  be  taken,  as  is 
endewed'with  power  of  extracting  that  from  the 
Rays  of  the  Sun,  which  many  have  fought,  but  few 
found.  But  further  he  faith :  There  is  found  yet 
another  Chalibs,  which  from  Gold  extracts  its  Seed 
(if  it  be  united  or  copulate  with  it  12  times)  and 
thence  is  impregnated ;  but  the  Gold  is  infirmed  even 
to  death.  But  the  Chalybs  or  Magnet  brings  forth  a 
Spn,  which  will  be  more  excellent  than  his  Father, 
wx.  Gold,  whence  he  proceeded,  whofbever  knows 
this  Magnet  (of  v^ffich  Cofmopolita  makes  mention, 
and  an  hint  of  the  preparation  whereof  I  have  here 
fhewed  )  and  underftands  how  to  ufe  the  fame,  in 
two  or  three  Days  he  will  behold  and  find  fb  great 
things,  as  with  the  joy  t^iereof  his  heart  will  be 
fatisfied.  ‘  Fpr,  if  any  one  hath  Philofophick  Eyes, 
he  will  fee  what  is  moft  pleafing,  if  not,  he  will  be 
no  more  delighted  than  a  Swine,  who  among  the 
Sweepings,  of  Vineyards  hath  fwallowed  an  ineftma- 
ble  Pearl  or  Jewel,  but  knows  not  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  Pearl  and  that  Dung. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

Hoiv  from  Gold  its  'TinElme  may  be  extracled  by  ano¬ 
ther  Method,  or  by  the  benefit  of  a  certain  other  Cha¬ 
lybs. 

Firft,  prepare  the  Green  Lyon  of  Ancient  Philofb- 
^  phers  (by  help  of  my  mineral  Salt)of  fulphureous 
Subjects.  To  this  Green  Lyon  caft  Sol,  that  is,  pure 
Gold ;  which  he,  through  his  greedy  defire  of  devou¬ 
ring  always,  will  fwallow,  and  thereby  acquire  to 
himfelf  notable  Strength,  Power  and  beauty  For  his 
whole  Body  will  be  thence  renewed .  His  head,  with 
the  fore  part  of  his  Body  will  fhine  with  a  Grayifh 
Hair,  very  like  a  Crows  Head ;  but  his  Tail  with  the 
hinder  part  of  his  Body  will  acquire  many  various 
and  beautifull  Colours,  refembling  the  genuine  fb^m 

Vv  of 


i66 


Part  II. 


Sixth  Fart  of 


of  the  Rain-Bow,  or  the  Tail  of  a  Peacock.  And  as 
foon  as  tlie  Green  Lion  hath  fufficiently  conceded 
and  digehed  the  yellow  Lion  or  Sol  in  his  Stomach, 
he  by  Seidge  expells  the  Refidue,  which  will  be  void 
of  Colour  or  Bloud.  Then  the  Lion,  proud  and  a- 
domed  with  various  and  beautifull  Colours,  walks  to 
the  Waters,  in  which  he  immergeth  himrelf,and  walh- 
eth  away  all  his  Colours,  and  becomes  totally  white 
like  a  Swan,  which  white  Swan  the  Cook  roafteth 
at  the  Fire :  where  that  white  Swan  firft  waxeth 
yellow,  then  more  and  more  Red,  untill  he  is  able 
at  length  to  bear  the  Fire,  and,  like  a  Salamander, 
live  in  it  without  any  peril  or  hurt.  This  Red  Sala¬ 
mander  is  one  of  the  moft  noble  Medicaments  that 
can  be  prepared  by  Art.  This  Operation  I  perfor¬ 
med  but  once  ;  and  then  unto  me  appeared  all  thofe 
Colours  one  after  another,  untill  I  obtained  a  Red 
Salamander,  which  is  a  moft  prefent  Remedy  againft 
all  Dileafes.  But  what  it  is  able  to  effedt  in  Chy- 
miftry,  as  yet  I  have  not  known,  being  onely  con¬ 
tent  with  a  Medicine  for  Health. 

t 

CHAP.  XIX. 

Tet  another  way  of  extracting  the  TinCture  from  Gold. 

REcipe  of  our  dried  Red  Bloud  of  Sol ,  in  the 
form  of  Powder  irreducible  one  ounce,  or  an 
ounce  an  half  of  our  Sulphureous  fixed  Sal-mirabile, 
five,  fix  or  (even  ounces.  Both  which  mixt  together, 
put  into  a  ftrong  Crucible  ;  which  covered,  fet  into 
a  Wind-Fumace,  giving  Fire  fo,  as  they  may  flow 
together  like  Water  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  : 
afterward  pour  them  out  into  fome  Iron  Veflelj  Or 
Cone,  when  the  Sal-mirahile  hath  drawn  from  the 
Tindture  of  Gold  a  Bloudy  Colour.  The  Mixture 
Cooled,  le parate  the  Red  S cor iar  from  the  Regulus, 
which  will  be  white  as  Lune.  Pulverile  the  Red  Sco¬ 
ria,  or  tinged  Sal^rntrabtle,  upon  which  pour  common 
Water  this  Water  dilTolves  the  Sal-mirabile,  not  in¬ 
deed  tinged  with  a  Red,  but  greenifh  Colour.  Filter 
the  Solution,  and  evaporate  the  unprofitable  Water 
in  a  Glafs  difh.  Then  in  the  bottom  will  remain  a 
Red  Salt,  which  fortified  with  the  Seal  of  Hermes  or 
Luting  of  Sapience,  keep  for  a  fufficient  time  in  a 
continual  Fire  of  Coals  :  for  then  the  Sulphur,  as  yet 
immature,  will  fix  it  lelf  with  the  Sol,  and  become 
conflant  in  Fire.  From  that  Lute  of  Sapience,  you 
may  afterward  (  by  the  help  of  a  proper  Magnet ) 
abftradl  a  fixed  Tindture,  and  convert  the  fame  to 
Medicinal  ufe. 

Note :  That  green  Saline  Water,  in  which  the 
Rednefs  is  latent,  coagulates  Mercury  into  Sol,  not 
indeed  for  wealthy  profit,  but  onely  by  the  benefit 
of  that  to  know  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a  Work.  The 
Red  flime,  whence  the  Salt  is  extracted  by  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  common  Water,  muft  be  taken  out  of  the  Fil¬ 
ter,  mixed  with  new  Sal-mirabile,  and  in  a  ftrong 
Crucible  be  made  to  flow  well  for  half  an  hour.  Then 
alfo  more  Tindture  will  be  extradted,  and  a  white 
Regulm  of  Sol  again  fettle  to  the  bottom.  If  this  la¬ 
bour  be  a  third  time  repeated,  the  Tindture  will  be 
good,  and  a  white  Regulus  will  again  fettle,  yet  not 
f)  much,  as  was  the  firft  and  fecond  time* 

CHAP.  XX. 

How  by  the  benefit  of  a  certain  Metallick  Salt,  from 
Venus  her  Son  Cupid,  or  rather  the  true  Mercury 


of  Fhilofophers,  may  be  prepared  in  the  fpace  of  One  j 
Day,  fo,  as  to  jufiain  the  Erial  of  a  Cupel :  and  tn-  ■  i 
deed,  it  ts  neither  Sol  nor  Lune,  hut  a  TmCture  mofi  ' 
ample  for  certain  ovhite  SubjeBs. 

AS  for  the  Method  of  Proceeding,  I  have  willing-  i 
ly  offered  to  the  Sons  of  Art  occafion  of  un- 
derftanding  That :  but  the  thing  it  felf  is  of  fo  eafie 
Operation,  as  even  the  Forgers  of  infamous  Libels, 
and  all  the  Brethren.of  Ignorance,  would  underftand 
and  perform  the  fame,  if  any  One  in  deferibing  it  ' 
fliould  give  them  but  a  very  little  Light.  It  would 
be  an  unadvifed  thing  to  caft  fo  noble  a  Pearl  before 
Swine.  Wherefore  I  muft  forbear  terwrite  funda¬ 
mentally  of  it.  Neverthelefs,  that  the  World  may 
know  filch  a  Tindture  is  in  the  Nature  of  things, 
and  may  be  prepared  of  Things  of  fmall  value ;  I 
confefs  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  difeover  fome- 
thing  thereof. 

Recipe  of  irreducible  fixed  Arfenick,  and  of  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Luna,  of  each  eight  ounces.  Both  which  Spe¬ 
cies  being  diligently  mixed,  you  will  have  a  famous 
Cementing  Powder,  by  help  of  which  you  may  per- 
fedt  this  Arcanum,  thus  ; 

Recipe  of  Plates  of  Fenus  beat  thin  and  cuf  fmall  I 
four  ounces,  which,  with  the  Cementing  Powder  : 
above  mentioned,  (  making  Lay  upon  Lay,  as  the  i 
manner  is)  into  a  Cementing  Box  glazed  within,  the  i 
Cover  of  which  you  muft  lute  very  well,  and  place 
that  in  a  Cementatory  Furnace ;  or  ( if  you  have  j 
not  fuch  a  Furnace)  upon  a  Chimney  Hearth,  put-  ; 
ting  fo  many  Coals  round  about,  as  the  Box  may  be  j 
covered  well.  Kindle  the  Fire  above,  and  heat  the  ] 
Box  leifurely,  and  keep  it  there  red  hot  among  the 
Coals  ten  or  twelve  hours.  Then  let  your  Fire  go 
out,  and  the  Box  cool ;  out  of  which,  if  you  take 
your  Cement,  you  will  find,  that  the  Volatile  Spi¬ 
rits  of  Luna,  taking  the  fixed  Arjenick  to  themfelves,  , 
have  introduced  the  fame  into  the  Copper  Plates, 
and  procured  to  it  the  whitenefs  of  Silver.  This 
Cement,  together  with  the  Copper  Plates  mixed 
with  fait  Aicali  or  burnt  Tartar,  melt  in  a  ftrong 
Crucible  in  a  Wind-Furnace,  and  pour  out  the  Mix¬ 
ture  into  a  Cone.  When  cold,  feparate  the  Scorias 
from  the  Regulus,  which  will  be  white  as  Lune,  Cu- 
pellate  this  white  Femfs  with  Saturn ;  then  that, which 
is  not  Lune,  will  'enter  with  Saturn  into  the  Cupel ,  1 

but  the  fixed  Mercury  remain  above  upon  the  Cupel.  1 
Granulate  that,  and  diflblve  it  by  the  help  of  A<^ua-  1 
fortis  ;  then  indeed  the  Luna  will  diflblve,  but  the  1 
Philofophick  Sol,  or  rather  Mercury  of  Philofophers,  j 
will  remaih  in  the  bottom  undiflblved,  like  an  Afli-  ^ 
coloured  Calx.  This  edulcorated  and  reduced,  paf-  ] 
feth  into  an  heavy  Metallick  Body;  in  Face,  Colour, 
and  Hardnefs  very  like  common  and  known  Lead, 
which  by  Spagyrifts  is  called  the  Black  Lead  of  Philo-  | 
fopkers.  This  Black  Lead  hath  fuftained  the  Examen  < 

of  the  Cupel,  yet  it  is  neither  Sol  nor  Lune.  For  if  J 

it  had  been  Lune,  the  Acfuafortis  would  have  diflbl- 
ved  it ;  and  if  it  had  been  vulgar  Sol,  it  would  have  : 
been  infected  with  no  Lead  colour.  Nor  can  it  be  i 
Copper  or  Arfenick ;  becaufe  if  it  had  been  fo,  it  i 

could  not  have  fuftained  the  Trial  of  the  Cupel.  I 

Therefore,  according  to  the  Fables  of  Poets,  it  muft  \ 
be  Cupid,  or  the  Son  of  F mm.  When  the  Gods  faw  ♦ 

that  Fulcan,  or  the  Son  of  fupiter  and  Juno,  was  I 

born  fo  very  black  and  deformed,  they  took  care  to  ^ 
have  him  carried  into  the  Ifle  of  I..emms,  that  there  j 
being  wafhed  by  Apes  ( that  is,  by  Men  or  Philofo-  j  ■ 
phers  imitating  Nature)  he  might  obtain  a  better 
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Form,  be  nourifhed  and  brought  up  to  Man’s  eftate. 
Who  afterward  married  Venm,  of  whom  he  begat 
Apollo.  Whofoever  defires  farther  Information  touch¬ 
ing  this  matter,  let  him  read  that  Ingenious  Treatile 
o(  John  Bracefcusy  of  the  Tree  of  Life ;  where  many 
gredZ  Arcanum s  are  revealed,  and  the  obfcure  Wri 
tings  of  Poets  and  Ancient  Philofophers  explained 

Here  I  have  in  few  words  divulged  one  of  the 
greateft  of  Arcanums.  I  have  not  my  felf,  as  yet,  by 
trial  adhibited  this  Mercury  of  Philofophers,  for  the 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals.  Neverthelefs,  as  I  have 
written,  it  is  a  very  far  extended  Tinfture  for  white 
Bodies,  and  this  I  have  feveral  times  experienced  ; 
yet  onely  in  white  Glals :  where  one  part  of  the 
Tindture  tingeth  one  thoufond  parts  with  the  red- 
nefs  of  a  Ruby,  but  the  Glafs  keeps  its  own  hard- 
nels.  Now,  if  it  could  obtain  the  hardnefs  of  a  Ru- 
as  well  as  its  fair  Colour,  fuch  a  Tih(n:ure  would  j 
be  full  as  good,  as  if  it  could  tinge  Lune  it  folf,  or 
Mercury  into  Sol.  For  a  good  Ruby  weighing  but 
©ne  ounce,  is  more  efteemcd  than  fixteen  ounces  or 
a  pound  of  Gold,  But  this  Glafs,  with  how  great 
Beauty  foever  it  is  tinged,  ftill  remains  Glafs,  and 
cannot  otherwife  be  ufed  than  to  adorn  certain  Pic¬ 
tures  and  Images. 

Note :  If  any  one  knows  how  to  cxtraft  the  Tinc¬ 
ture  from  this  coloured  Glafs,  they  will  obtain  a  moft 
excellent  Univerfal  Medicine.  For,  although  this  A/er 
cury  of  Philofophers  hath  once  paffed  the  Trial  of 
the  Cupel,  yet  this  happened  onely  by  help  of  the 
Silver,  which  defended  it  from  devouring  Saturn  ; 
otherwife  it  had  been  confumed  by  it.  But  now  it 
is  feparatcd  by  help  of  Aquafortis  from  the  Luna,  it 
is  deftltute  of  a  Defender,  and  is  conftrained  to  en¬ 
ter  again  into  its  Mothers  Womb,  that  it  may  there 
be  ripened,  and  afterward  new  born.  For  all  Sand 
or  Flint,  of  which  Glafs  is  made,  is  the  Matrix  or 
Mother  of  all  Metals.  Glafs  is  the  Philofophers 
Lute  of  SapiencCy  or  Seal  of  Hermes^  with  which  all 
Volatile  Mineral  Subjects  are  fo  bound  and  fixed,  as 
they  can  abide  fixed,  fuftaining  the  force  of  Fire. 
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fixed  Subjedt,  you  will  have  a  moft  efficacious  Medi¬ 
cine  againft  all.  grievous  Difoafos,  efpecially,  if  the 
Tindture  hath  been  exrradted  from  Antimony,  or 
Common  Mineral  (  not  Vegetable ,)  Sulphur.  The 
Tindlures  of  Arfenick  and  Auripigment,  are  not  fo 
fafe  to  be  ufed  in  Medicine  ,  but  in  Chymiflry  they 
are  more  profitable.  For  fuch  Subjects  cannot  be 
fixed  by  any  more  eafie  Method,  than  is  here  difeo- 
vered  by  me.  And  Faracelfus  ^  Baflms  c^nd  other 
Philofophers  judge,  that  a  Tindture  drawn  from 
fixed  Sulphur  or  Antimony,  will  be  admirably  effi¬ 
cacious  in  Medicine  and  Chymiflry. 

But  that  I  fo  abruptly  break  off  this  difeoUrfe,  it 
is  not  without  Reafon  ,  for  I  am  confident  I  have 
writ  plain  enough  to  him  whom  GOD  fa^'ours. 

Note  :  If  to  your  Hermes  Seal.,  you  add  fuch  Sand 
or  Flints,  as  per'fe  abound  with  the  firft  Ens  of  Goldj 
you  will  acquire  the  more  noble  Tindtures. 


CHAP.  XXII. 

How  to  prepare  a^famom  Univerfal  Medicine  of  Gold. 

REcipe  three  or  four  Ounces  of  the  coagulated 
and  irreducible  Bloud  of  the  Lion  ;  of  which 
the  little  Book  of  Dialogues  treats.  Diffolve  them, 
in  the  dry  way,  by  the  help  of  Sal-mirahile,  into  a 
Red  Stone ;  from  which  reduced  to  Powder,  extradt 
its  Tindture,  by  the  help  of  Alcolizate  Spirit  of  Wine. 
This  Tindture  is  a  famous  Aurum  Botabile  againft  ma¬ 
ny  Difeafes.  Alfo  it  coagulates  living  Mercury  into 
Sol.  I  purpofed  to  have  prepared  no  fmall  quantity 
of  this  Aurum  Potabile,  thgt  I  might  therewith  help 
and  fuccour  the  Diftrefs  of  the  Difeafed.  But  I  was 
hindred  for  two  years,  fb  as  1  could  not  attend  this 
Operation.  Now  I  have  found  an  eafier  Method 
of  preparing  it,  and  by  help  of  that,  do  hope  here- 
after  I  fhall  do  more  than  1  could  doe  before. 
Touching  its  falutary  ufo  in  Medicine,  and  its  Coa¬ 
gulation  of  Mercury,  fhall  f  if  GOD  will)  be  trea¬ 
ted  of  hereafter,  before  it  be  long.  Here  the  Dc- 
feription  of  that  would  be  too  tedious. 


How,  by  the  benefit  of  the  Common  Lute  of  Sapience, 
Sulphur,  Antimony,  Arfenick,  Auiipigment,  and 
the  Sulphur  of  Vegetables,  may  in  a  fiwrt  time  be  fixed 
into  fixed  Medicaments. 

REcipe  any  one  of  thofo  Subjedls,  which  you 
will  ;  which  if  you  diffolve  either  by  the  dry 
or  humid  way,  in  a  fharp  Lixivium  ,  the  Lixivium 
fo  far  conftringeth  the  Volatile  Subjedt,  as  it  will  not, 
when  heat  red  hot  continually  evaporate.  Such  a 
Lixivium  coagulate  into  Salt :  If  of  this  Salt  you  mix 
four  or  five  parts,  with  one  part  of  a  liquable  Flint 
or  Sand,  and  put  the  Mixture  into  a  Cementing  Box 
well  luted  ;  fet  that  into  a  Furnace  of  Cementation 
or  Fixation  to  be  fixed,  the  Sal-Alcali  preys  upon 
the  Flint,  and  with  it  is  converted  into  Glafs.  But 
the  Volatile  Mineral  hides  it  felf  in  this  Glafs,  and 
is  not  driven  thence  by  the  violence  of  Fire,  but 
fuffers  it  felf  to  be  fixed  into  a  fixed  Tindture.  After 
that,  which  was  put  in,  fhall  be  fixed,  take  your 
Box  out  of  the  Furnace  or  Fixation,  and  make  the 
Glafs  flow  well  in  a  Wind-Furnace.  This  Glafs, 
when  poured  our,  will  be  Red  in  Colour.  If  you 
reduce  this  Glafs  to  Powder,  and  by  the  help  of 
Spirit  of  Wine  extradt  the  fixed  Tindture,  from  this 
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Hoov  a  Medicinal  Water  may  be  Difiilled  /row  Jupiter 
and  Mercury,  by  the  benefit  of  Fulmination,  or  a 
fudden  Flaming  Fire. 

MAke  an  Amalgama  of  Tin  and  Mercury  in  e- 
qual  weights  :  Mix  this  Amalgama  with  Sul¬ 
phur,  Tartar  and  Nitre  mixt  in  equal  parts,  and 
Grind  them  exadtly  upon  a  Stone,  and  then  your 
Matter,  with  its  Fulmen,  is  fit  for  Diftillation.  There¬ 
fore,  when  you  purpofe  to  diftill  a  Medicinal  Water  ‘ 
from  Jupiter  and  Mercury,  begin  your  Operation 
thus. 

Againft  fome  Wall,  fet  up  five  or  fix  Glafs  Cucur¬ 
bits,  [or  Subliming-Pots  of  Earth  glazed  within]  one 
above  another,  fo  as  they  may  exadtly  fhut  in  one 
into  another,  and  let  the  Jundtures  be  firmly  clofed 
with  Paper  and  Starch ,  as  I  taught  to  be  done  in 
preparing  Spirit  of  Salt.  The  lowed  Glafs  muft  have 
an  Orifice  in  the  fide,  into  which  the  neck  of  the  Di- 
ftillatory  Veffel  may  be  inferred.  Which  Veffel  muff 
be  made  in  form  of  a  Box  or  Cabinet  round,  a  fpan 
broad  and  high  ;  in  the  upper  part  thereof,  which  is 
to  be  filled  with  Sand,  the  Cover  may  be  included 
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in  fuch  wife,  as  1  taught  in  the  Second  Part  ot  my 
Philofophical  Furnaces ;  yet  below  it  muft  not  be 
round,  but  plain  ;  fo  as  ftanding  out  from  Tome 
Bench  it  may  be  fitted  to  the  Receivers.  When  all 
Jundures  of  the  Receivers  fhall  be  clofed  cxadly, 
your  Furnace  is  compleat.  Then,  at  one  time  put 
in  no  more  of  the  Mixture  into  a  Crucible  fet  in 
that  Furnace,  than  one  Ounce.  From  this  (  when 
you  have  kindled  it  with  a  live  Coal,  and  nimbly 
put  on  the  Cover  again  )  will  be  excited  a  Fulmina- 
tion,  and  flame  fuddenly  penetrating,  and  with  great 
nolle  feparating  the  Mercury  from  the  Tin ;  in  which 
reparation,  part  of  the  Jupiter  and  Mercury  alcends 
in  the  form  of  a  fbwerifh  Water,  but  another  part  in 
the  Species  of  a  fubtile  yellow  Powder.  When  this 
Fulmination  ceafeth  to  fume,  take  out  that  Crucible, 
and  put  another  in  his  place :  fet  fire  of  the  Mixture 
in  that,  and  let  it  burn  as  before  ;  and  continue  the 
fame  labour,  taking  out  and  putting  in,  as  long  as 
any  of  the  Mixture  is  left.  Then  take  the  Water 
diftilled,  together  with  the  Flores,  out  of  the  Recipi 
ents.  That  Water  (when  digefted  with  gensle  heat 
for  a  fufficient  time)  is  coagulated  into  a  Medicinal 
Red  Salt.  The  Flores  muft  be  dried  and  fixed  with 
frefh  fulminating  Matter,  and  as  before  fublimed. 
Then  again  will  afcend  Water  and  Flores.  All  the 
other  Flores  remain  fixed  in  the  Crucibles,  which 
(  reduced  by  force  of  Fire  and  diligent  Fufion  )  pro 
duce  an  hard  Tin,  which  may  be  cupellated  by  the 
help  of  Saturn^  but  vulgar  Tin  cannot  bear  this  Exa 
men.  This  leaves  fbmewhat  behind  it  in  the  Cruci 
ble  ;  yet  not  fb  much  Gold  as  covetous  Men  defire  ; 
but  fo  much  as  renders  the  Medicinal  Red  Salt  ac 
quirable  without  charge. 

Ancient  Poets,  fabulizing  touching  this  Work,  have 
writ,  that  Jupiter  and  Mercury  fought  entertainment 
of  Vhilemon  and  his  Wife  Baucis,  as  Perfbns  conten 
ted  with  little,  that  from  them  they  might  receive 
Meat  and  Drink  liberally.  Let  him,  who  defires  a 
more  ample  Information  of  thefe  things,  perufe  fuch 
Philofophers,  that  he  may  fee  how  highly  this  Work 
was  efteemed  by  them.  For,  as  we  now  faid,  Ju¬ 
piter  and  Mercury  turn  not  into  rich  and  proud  Men, 
(  who  regard  not  Art,  but  thirft  after  heaps  of  Gold, 
by  which  they  may  long  continue  their  Pride  of  life) 
but  to  the  Lovers  of  Frugality  onely,  and  into  their 
Houfe  bring  their  own  Bleffing  with  them. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

"The  way  of  extraBing  an  XJnvverfal  Medicine  from 
common  aytd  well-knoivn  Lead. 

By  Calcining  reduce  four  pound  of  Common  Lead 
to  Afhes.  With  which  four  pound  of  Calx  of 
Lead,  mix  four  pound  of  thofe  Stones  or  Sand,  in 
which  is  contained  the  firft  Ens  of  Gold.  Melt  this 
Mixture  in  a  ftrong  Crucible  into  Glafs :  which  re¬ 
duced  to  Powder,  mix  with  a  fourth  part  of  Salt  of 
Tartar,  and  in  an  Iron  Crucible  reduce  it,  fb  you 
will  recover  almoft  all  your  Lead.  This  Lead  again 
reduce  to  Afhes,  and  mix  with  it  a  fourth  piart  of 
choice  Sand  and  Flints,  and  melt  the  Mixture  into 
Glafs.  Which  again  reduce  by  help  of  Salt  of  Tar¬ 
tar  and  Iron  :  again  Calcine  it,  with  Flints  turn  it 
into  Glafs,  and  reduce  it  as  before ;  the  oftner  the 
better.  For  in  every  Operation  the  Lead  extradls 
fomething  of  the  firft' Ens  of  Gold  from  the  Sand  or 
Flints,  and  at  length  becomes  very  rich^with  it.  That 


afterward  muft,  by  the  help  of  a  certain  Magnet,  be 
extracted  from  the  Lead,  and  converted  to  Medici-  i 
nal  ufe  ;  as  every  Man,  according  to  his  capacity, 

IS  beft  able  to  ufe  the  fame.  I  judge  it  not  conveni¬ 
ent  to  make  a  farther  difeovery  touching  this  matter  ' 
Indeed  the  external  face  of  this  Procefs  is  fimple-  bq- 
caufe  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  with  fo  little  charge,  ^and 
from  fo  vile  fubjefts,  an  Univerfal  Medicine  may  be 
extraded.  Although  Saturn  is  covered  with  a  de¬ 
formed  Afli-coloured  Coat ;  yet  within  in  his  interior 
penetrals  is  reconded  a  golden  Crown,  which  is  not 
perceived  before  that  grey  Habit  is  taken  off  from 
him.  As  oft  as  any  one  hopes  for,  or  thinks  to  ob¬ 
tain  fuch  a  thing,  let  him  read  what  Baftlm,  Para- 
edfus,  and  other  Philofbphers  have  writ  touching 
Lead.  Blefled  is  that  Man,  who  knows  how  to  ad¬ 
hibit  to  this  Operation  the  Secret  Lead  of  Philofb- 
phers  inftead  of  Common  Lead  :  for  then  undoubt¬ 
edly  he  will  find  a  moft  excellent  Medicine ;  accor¬ 
ding  as  Ancient  Philofophers,  by  the  following 
Words  have  exprefled  ; 

ArBus  efi  Hominis,  cjui  confiat  VI.  Elementis, 

Cui  P.  fi  addideris,  S.  in  M.  mutare  bene  j'cis. 

Hoc  ertt  <i/£s  nofirum,  confians  Lapis  fhilofophorum. 

That  ArBus  is  LU MBV S, before  which  word  if 
you  fet  the  Letter  P,  and  change  the.  laft  Letter  S  in¬ 
to  M,  it  will  P  LU MBH M.  Therefore  if  by  the 
help  of  Common  Lead,  (  which  notwithftanding  is 
very  impure,  and  as  it  were  Leprous  )  the  poflibility 
of  Tranfmutation  may  be  demonftrated  and  verified 
,as  is  manifeft  by  my  New  Chymical  Light,  whac 
may  not  the  Secret  Lead  of  Philofophers  effedt,  which 
is  per  fe  pure,  and  more  excellent  than  Gold'?  Cof 
mopolita  fpeaks  thus :  Although  unto  him,  to  whom 
GOD  hath  fhewed  the  poflibility  of  that,  the  Gain  * 
be  not  fo  great  as  the  Lofs,  yet  linto  him  is  opened 
an  Entrance  to  the  knowledge  and  finding  of  all  o- 
ther  high  things.  More  of  thefe  at  this  time  I  for¬ 
bear  to  fpeak.  Whofbever  is  fo  grofs  and  ftupid, 
as  he  knows  not  how  to  enter  through  this  Gate  fee  ' 
wide  open,  how  fhall  he  be  able  to  enter  through  a 
narrower  paflage.^  Him,  to  whom  this  clear  Light 
cannot  fhew  the  way,  neither  the  Light  of  Sun  or 
Moon  will  profit  any  thing.  Yet  I  doubt  nor,  but  I 

that  even  Mechanick  Artificers,  fo  foon  as  that  my 
Light  begins  to  fhine,  will  fearch  out  the  Truth 
unto  every  of  whom  I  wifh  the  help  of  GOD.  ’ 


C  H  A  P.  XXV. 

How  Gold  may  he  rendred  Volatile,  fo  as  to  he  fuhlimed 
into  a  falutary  Medicine. 

Dlflolve  as  much  Common  Salt  in  Acf  Fortis  as  you 
can,  in  this  Acp.  Regia  diffolve  Sol,  which  pre¬ 
cipitate  with  Spirit  of  Urine.  In  Sand  abftradt  all  the 
Phlegm  to  a  dry  Salt ;  if  afterward  you  augment  the 
Fire,  the  Coagulated  Spirit  of  Urine  will  carry  up 
with  it  fclf  part  of  the  pureft  Sol  in  the  form  of  a 
Red  Salt.  This  Salt  will  yield  very  profitable  Fruit 
in  Medicine.  The  Dofe  is  from  three,  fix,  eight,  to 
twelve  Grains ;  endued-  with  power  of  expelling 
Sweat  and  Urine,  and  famoufly  conducent  againft 
the  Stone  and  Gout.  Alfb  fince  this  Salt  is  void  of 
any  loathfomp  Tafte,  it  may  fecurely  and  commodi- 
oufly  be  adminiftred  as  a  Cathartick  to  Infants, 
and  Women  with  Child. 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

"The  Waj  of  preparing  yet  another  famous  Aiedicine  Uni- 
'uerjal  of  Gold, 

Dlflblve  ore  part  of  Nitre,  in  four  parts  of  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt,  diligently  rectified.  In  this  Wa¬ 
ter  dillblve  as  much  Gold  as  you  will.  Upon  this 
Solution  leifurely  at  times,  and  drop  after  drop,  pour 
on  of  Oil  of  Tartar  fo  long,  as  untill  both  thofe  con¬ 
trary  Natures  of  the  Aof.  Regia,  and  Oil  of  Tartar, 
fhall  be  united  and  quiet.  Then,  if  you  abftraa  all  the 
Phlegm,  with  the  Sol  will  remain  a  Salt.  This  Salt, 
with  the  Gold,  put  into  a  little  coated  glafs  Body;  yet 
firftmix  with  thepn  of  burnt  Bone  as  much  in  weight, 
as  the  Salt  and  Sol  did  weigh.  The  Bones  are  one- 
ly  added,  that  the  Gold  may  not  be  feparated  from 
the  Salt,  or  be  precipitated  into  a  Mafs  and  flow. 
Place  the  Glafs,  with  this  mixture,  in  Sand,  aug¬ 
menting  the  Fire  gradually,  untill  the  Glafs  in  the 
Sand  be  oblcurcly  Red  ;  in  which  degree  of  Fire,  if 
you  detain  it  the  fpace  of  fix  hours,  the  fufible  Salt 
will  penetrate  the  hard  Gold,  and  from  it  extradd  its 
belt  ftrength,  and  thence  wax  Red.  Which,  when 
all  is  cold,  take  out  of  the  Glafs,  and  by  the  help  of 
Spirit  of  Wine  extradt  from  that  Red  Salt  all  its 
Tindure  ;  which  you  may  adminifler  in  grievous 
Difeafes,  according  as  your  Judgment  fhall  inform. 
If  you  reduce  the  extracted  Gold  by  the  help  of  Bo- 
ra.x,  you  will  find  your  Gold  pale. 

The  Way  of  ExtraSling  a  yellow  TinBure  from  white 
Nitre.  -  ^  ' 

By  Retort  diftill  a  ftrong  Spirit  from  pure  fait  Ni¬ 
tre,  mixt  with  burned  Earth.  Which  Spirit,  left  it 
fhould  not  be  ftrong  enough,  dephlegmate.  This  Spi¬ 
rit  in  Diftillation  afeends  Red,  but  when  cold  ap- 
pjareth  White  ;  yet  in  it  is  abfeonded  a  Rednefs, 
which  will  be  revealed  the  following  way.  We  fee 
that  if  any  thing  fall  from  thofe,  who  labour  about 
Jaua  Fonts,  into  it  (  whether  that  fallen  in  be  a  piece 
of  Skin,  Hair,or  any  parr  of  the  Nails  of  the  Fingers) 
the  fame  is  tinged  thereby  with  a  golden  Colour. 
The  reafon  of  this  Colouring  is  this :  All  fuperflui- 
ties  of  Nature  (  as  the  Skin,  Nails  of  the  Elands  and 
Feet,  all  Hairs  and  Hoofs  of  Animals,  and  Feathers 
of  Birds  ;  which  being  old,  fall  off,  and  new  fucceed 
in  their  place  )  are  endued  with  power  of  cleanfing 
the  Humane  Body,  whenfoever  they  are  prepared 
for  Medicinal  ufe  ;  and  that  by  reafon  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  Volatile  Salt  contained  in  them,  and  other 
fuch  like  Entities.  For  Volatile  Salt  is  of  fuch  a  Na¬ 
ture,  as  Salt  of  Urine,  by  which  all  corrof  jve  Spirits 
are  mortified  and  edulcorated.  Hence  it  is,  that 
when  one  drop  of  a  Nitrous  Spirit  fails  upon  the  Skin, 
or  a  Nail  of  the  Finger,  it  is  mortified  and  difeovered 
by  fuch  a  Volatile  Salt  as  lay  hid  in  it ;  which  o- 
therwife  happens  not  in  all  other  Subjects,  v/hich 
are  void  of  fuch  a  Volatile  Salt, 


Now  follows  the  Frocefs. 

Recipe  of  the  Hairs  either  of  a  found  Man,  or  of 
any  Animal,  very  well  wafhed  and  cleanfed  from  all 
filth,  four  ounces.  Upon  thefe  pour  of  moft  ftrong 


and  well  reclified  Spirit  of  Nitre,  one  pound  ,  and 
the  Spirit  will  totally  diiTolve  the  Hairs.  Upon  that 
Solution  pour  by  degrees  fb  much  Oil  of  Tartar,  as 
untill  all  the  Spirits  of  Nitre  be  mortified  and  totally 
deprived  of  their  Corrofive  power.  But  you  fliould 
not  ceafe  to  pour  on  Oil  of  Tartar,  untill  the  Spirit 
hath  well  acquired  a  Golden  Colour.  This  being 
feen,  filter  the  Solution  through^  brown  Paper,  in 
which  the  Faeces  will  remain,  which  notwithftanding 
will  fcarcely  weigh  half  a  dram  ;  becaufe  the  Spirit 
of  Nitre  hath  almoft  dilfolved  all.  If  from  this  Li¬ 
quor  in  a  Glafs-body  fet  in  Balneo,  you  abftraCt  all 
the  unprofitable  Phlegm,  in  the  bottom  will  remain 
a  Red  Salt ;  on  which,  if  you  pour  good  Spirit  of 
Wine,  (bme  Farces  will  again  be  left  in  the  bottom, 
which  you  may  caft  away  as  unprofitable.  More¬ 
over,  if  one  half  of  that  Spirit  of  Wine  be  abftradted 
from  the  TinTure,  a  yellow  Oil  is  acquired  ;  which 
if  you  rub  upon  good  Silver,  that  will  look  as  yellow 
as  if  it  were  good  Gold.  If  you  fhall  take  of  this 
Tincture,  although  it  is  fb  Volatile,  from  three,  fix, 
nine,  to  twelve  drops,  it  ftrongly  expells  Swear  and 
Urine,  cures  the  Jaundies,  yields  relief  in  the  Drop- 
fie  ;  in  Feavers  it  provokes  Sweat,  and  in  the  Pelii- 
lence  or  other  Difeafes, where  Sweating  is  needful!.  I 
attempted  to  fix  this  Tindure ;  but  it  was  an  Opera¬ 
tion  of  no  fmali  rime  ;  therefore  I  was  weary  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  abfolving  the  Work  begun.  If  any  one 
be  fb  patient  as  to  fix  this  Tindure,  he,  after  his 
Work  is  ended ,  will  have  whereof  to  rejoyce. 
Touching  this  Operation,  Philofbphers  feigned  the 
venomous  Dragon  to  be  a  watchfud  Keeper  of  the 
Golden  Fleece  ;  and  that  the  fame  coUld  not  be  ta¬ 
ken  away  before  the  Dragon  was  brought  to  fleep 
by  a  Soporiferous  Medicine,  by  which  he  fhould  be 
rendred  infenfible  and  fixed.  But  undoubtedly  fome 
opinionative  Men  will  fay,  that  this  yellow  Tinc¬ 
ture  is  acquired  from  the  Hairs,  Wool,  or  Feathers, 
rather  than  from  the  Nitre.  The  Opinion  of  fuch 
Men  I  thus  refell.  If  any  one  diflblve  Hairs,  Wool, 
or  Feathers,^  by  the  help  of  Spirits  of  Salt,  Sulphur 
or  Vitriol,  he  will  acquire  a  white  Solution  •  and  if 
he  mortifies  the  Spirit  of  Salt  or  Vitriol  with  Oil  of 
Tartar,  yet  fhall  no  yellownefs  appear,  but  all  re¬ 
main  white.  And  fuch  white  Salt,  which  comes  from 
the  Spirits  of  Salt  and  Vitriol,  hath  alfb  its  ufe  in 
Medicine.  The  reafon  of  that  is  Specially,  becaufe 
Hairs  in  themfelves  contain  a  very  Medicinal  Salt, 
which  cannot  poffibly  any  other  way  be  obtained, 
than  by  diffolving  with  the  help  of  Atjua  Forth, or  of 
their  re-mortification  and  redudion  into  Salt  by  the 
benefit  of  Alcalh. 

After-this  manner  from  many  Animals,  by  the  help 
of  Spirit  of  Nitre,  may  be  extraded  yellow  Tindures 
or  Salts,  which  are  very  efficacious  in  Medicine. 

Such  Caft- skins  of  Serpents,  as  are  commonly 
found  in  Fields,  and  among  heaps  of  Stones,  are  fa- 
moufly  Medicinal  againft  Poyfbns,  the  Peftilence, 
and  all  other  venomous  Difeafes. 

The  Teeth  of  Serpents,  and  Teeth  of  Mad  Dogs 
and  Wolves,  have  a  Medicinal  Efficacy  againft  all 
venomous  Bitings  of  Animals.  Alfb  they  help  the 

Stomach  againft  all  Feavers.  i  r  t,  n 

ScoytioTis y  (^utithciYiuts ^  snu  fucil  like 

venomous  Infeds,  do  all  minifter  yellow  Finduies, 
or  fuch  Salts  as  may  moft  profitably  be  adminiltred 
in  all  grievous  and  venomous  Difeafes.  ^ 
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The  Sixth  Part  of  Part  II. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 

TVhat  is  to  he  judged  cf  the  tinhiure  of  Corals. 

WHen  Paracelfm  writ  of  the  admirable  Virtues* 
of  tinBure  of  Corals,  which  it  manifefts  in 
the  Expulfion  of  all  grievous  Difeafes,  he  faid,  that 
very  many  famous  Men  endeavoured  to  perfed  that 
Tindlure  ;  but  an  happy  event  or  profperous  fuccefs 
of  the  fame  happened  to  few.  Even  fo  hath  it  hap- 
ned  unto  me,  who  have  been  a  fearcher  of  that 
Tindture  above  forty  years.  As  to  the  external  face, 
I  could  indeed  varioufly  extraft  a  Tincture  of  Co¬ 
rals,  but  in  Medicine  it  proved  not  as  it  feemed. 
Hence  I  conjedured  that  was  not  the  true  Tindure 
of  Corals,  but  that  Tindure  came  from  the  Men- 
firuum.  Yet  at  length  GOD  fhewed  me  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Feathers  of  Birds,  which  might  be  adapted 
to  fixed  Tindures^  latent  in  Stones  and  ftony  Sub- 
jeds,  and  by  help’  of  them  the  fame  be  extraded 
from’  their  grofs  Bodies,  and  expofed  to  publick 
view  ;  yet  among  them  all,  three  forts  of  Feathers 
onely  hold  the  Principal  place. 

I. 

'  The  hlack  Feathers  of  Crows, 
which  are  endued  with  power  to  elevate  liich  Tinc¬ 
tures  as  love  to  afcend. 

II. 

The  white  Feathers  of  Fidgeons, 
which,  in  a  fort,  contain  in  themfelves  the  pureft , 
and  before  (  by  their  natural  virtue)  lightly  volatile 
Tindures,  invade  and  carry  them  upwards  with 
them. 

III. 

Eagles  Feathers, 

which  rowfe  even  the  moft  fixed  and  heavieft  Bodies, 
and  thence  extrad  the  inmoft  or  nobleft  part  of  them, 
and  carry  it  upwards  with  themfelves. 

Yet  thefe  Eagle-Feathers  are  moft  commodioufly 
ufed  for  extrading  of  fixed  Tindures  from  fixed  Me¬ 
tals  and  Stones.  For  if  they  be  applied  to  other  ve¬ 
ry  Volatile  Sub jeds,  they  will  carry  up  with  them¬ 
felves  the  whole  mortified  Body  together  with  the 
Tindure.  Therefore,  whofoever  would  by  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  Salt  of  thefe  Feathers,  or  of  the  Salts  of 
other  Volatiles,  perform  feme  excellent  Work,  let 
him  exadly  learn  the  difference  between  one  and 
the  other.  But  fince  here  I  onely  intend  the  Extrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Tindure  from  Red  Corals ,  there  is  no 
need  of  any  other  Feathers  for  that  purpofe,  but  of 
Pidgeons  Feathers  onely,  becaufe  they  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  this  Operation. 

The  Feathers  or  Wings  are  thus  found  and  actjuired. 

V 

DifTolve  one  pound  of  pure  Silver  in  AcfuaFortis.  If 
to  this  Solution  you  pour  good  Spirit  of  Salt,  in  which 
Common  Salt  is  diffolved,  all  the  Luna  will  be  preci¬ 
pitated  from  the  A<j.  Fortis  in  the  form  of  a  white  Calx. 
In  which  Precipitation  the  Silver  acquires  the  afore- 
faid  white  Pidgeons  Feathers  from  the  Salt-water, 
and  fubmergeth  them,  together  with  it  felf,  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Veffel.  In  this  Precipitation  alfe  the  A- 
^ua  Fortis  periflieth  not,  but  pafleth  into  good  A^ua 
Regia.  This  white  Calx  of  Lune ,  which  I  have  o- 
wife  called  Mercury  of  Lttne,  if  it  be  diligently  edul¬ 


corated  and  dried  ;  then  arc  the  Feathers  prepared  , 
by  help  of  which  I  here  reach  how  the  Tindure  of 
Corals  is  to  be  extraded. 

Recife  one  pound  of  Red  Corals,  grind  them  upon 
a  Stone  to  a  moft  fiibtile  Powder  ;  to  which  add  as 
much  of  this  white  Silver  Calx  alfe  pulverized.  Put 
thefe  together  into  a  Glafs  Retort,  adminiftring  Fire 
by  degrees,  untill  the  Retort  be  red ,  whence  (  be¬ 
fore  it  is  red-hot )  will  afeend  a  reddifh  Water  plea- 
fently  fweet ;  out  of  one  pound  of  Corals,  about 
four  or  five  ounces  Let  this  Water  be  dephlegma- 
ted  in  a  fmall  Glafs-body,  by  gentle  heat  of  Balneo, 
and  the  unprofitable  Water  feparated  from  the  Tinc¬ 
ture  ;  which  every  Man  may  fafely  ufe  in  Medicine 
according  to  his  capacity  and  skill ;  becaufe  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  it  the  Bloud  is  egregioufly  purged.  Almoft 
after  the  fame  manner,  by  help  of  thefe  Feathers,  a 
moft  efficacious  Water  of  Pearls  may  be  diftilled  from 
fragments  of  Pearls,  or  in  defed  of  them  from  Mo¬ 
ther  of  Pearls. 

Likewife,  by  their  help,  from  a  certain  peculiar 
kind  of  white  Talk,  may  be  extraded  a  famous  Coft 
metick  for  whitening  the  black  Skin. 

Alfe  otherwife  by  the  help  of  thefe,  from  Vegeta¬ 
ble  and  Animal,  as  well  as  from  Mineral  Subjeds, 
many  famous  Medicaments  may  be  extraded  ;  all 
the  Preparations  of  which,  if  any  Man  fhould  take 
upon  him  to  deferibe,  he  would  above  meafure  en- 
creafe  the  Volume  of  his  Book :  which  is  not  my  pur¬ 
pofe  now  to  do.  Therefore  with  thefe  already  com¬ 
memorated  every  well-meaning  Man  will  hold  him- 
felf  content.  Hereafter  ("if  GOD  pleafe )  we  may 
difeover  more. 

That  which  remains  in  the  Retort  take  out,  mix  it 
with  an  equal  weight  of  burned  Tartar,  and  then  by 
ftrong  fire  melt  the  Mixture.  Then  the  Lune  will 
precipitate  it  felf  into  a  Regulus, isrndi  the  Corals,Pearls, 
or  whatfeever  you  diftilled  by  the  help  of  that,  will 
pafs  into  Scorias.  If  you  rightly  know  how  to  ope¬ 
rate  this,  you  will  lofe  none  of  the  Silver.  But  if  you 
granulate  the  fame,  cliflblve  it  in  Aejuafortis,  and  a- 
gain  precipitate  it  with  Spirit  of  Salt,  edulcorate  and 
dry  the  Calx,  you  will  have  new  Feathers,  by  the 
benefit  of  which  you  may  fublime  fubtile  Tindures 
from  Bodies.  The  reafon  why  thefe  Tindures  af- 
cend  fo  fweet,  is,  becaufe  the  fharp  Spirits  of  Salt, 
which  the  Lune  detains  with  it  felf,  adhere  to  the 
Corals  and  Pearls, and  mortifie  themfelves  with  them, 
and  upwards  onely  drive  a  fweet  Eflence. 

Since  I  have  feid  fomething  of  White  Pidgeons 
Feathers,  and  alfe  made  mention,  that  many  other 
fuch  Feathers  may  be  had,  by  which  heavy  Subjeds 
may  in  like  manner  be  elevated,  and  carried  upward 
with  them  ;  among  which  the  Dark-coloured  Fea¬ 
thers  of  the  Eagle  do  eafily  obtain  the  priority ;  I 
thought  it  would  be  worth  while  to  fhew  the  way  of 
Acquiring  them  here  alfo  ;  which  thus  take. 

CHAP.  XXVIII. 

How  a  Medicine  may  he  prepared  of  Sol  and  Luna  to¬ 
gether. 

REcipe  of  Gold  one  ounce,  and  of  Silver  two  oun¬ 
ces.  Dilfolve  the  Sol  in  Ac^ua  Regia,  and  the 
Lune  in  Acjua  Fortis.  If  you  mix  both  Solutions  toge¬ 
ther,  one  Metal  will  precipitate  the  other,  and  both 
fettle  to  the  bottom  in  the  form  of  a  Dark  or  Affi* 
coloured  Calx.  This  Precipitate  edulcorate  and  dry. 


i 


I 


t 


Part  II. 


the  Spagjncal  Vharmacopcea. 


17I 


and  mix  with  the  fame  half  its  own  weight  of  our 
Eagles  Feathers  Diftil  thefe  in  a  Glafs  Retort 
with  ftrong  Fire  :  then  will  the  Eagles  Feathers  take 
up  with  it  felf  a  white  Water  ;  in  which,  notwich- 
ilanding,  is  latent  a  red  Tindture  ;  but  ofanunplea- 
hng  Tafte,  and  therefore  nor  to  be  adminiftred  in 
medicinal  Pradtice.  Yet,  if  this  fierce  and  horrible 
Water  be  mortified  by  the  help  of  a  Lixi-vium  of 
Tartar,  and  afterward  fbme  white  Glafs  broke 
final]  be  melted  in  a  Crucible  with  fbme  fuch  Salt, 
the  Glafs  will  be  tinged  by  the  Salt,  with  an  emi¬ 
nent  yellownefs  anfwerable  to  the  Colour  of  Gold. 
That  yellow  Tindlure  may  be  extradded  from  the 
Glafs,  and  ufed  in  Medicine ;  becaufe  it  arifeth  both 
from  Sol  and  Luna^  and  therefore  neceflarily  muft  be 
medicinal. 

Note:  That  during  the  Diftillation,  the  Glafs  vef- 
lel  contradts  divers  Colours,  partly  red,  and  partly 
yellow;  -viz,,  as  long  as  itftands  in  the  Fire  and  is  hot; 
but  the  Neck  remaining  out  in  the  Air,  continues 
white.  Here  is  caufe  indeed  of  admiration,  that  by 
that  mixture  of  divers  Colours  many  and  various 
Figures  are  reprefented,  as  Mountains  and  Valleys, 
adorned  with  Rocks  and  Trees,  fo  artificially,  as 
they  feem  to  be  the  Work  of  a  Painter.  Some  fuch 
Glaffes  painted,  both  by  Art  and  Nature,  I  gave  to 
fome  of  my  curious  and  ingenious  Friends ;  who  I 
believe  have  them  yet  to  fhow.  Thefe  Glaffes  are 
tinged  well  and  throughly  ;  fometimes  through  their 
whole  Body,  and  that  fb  firmly,  as  even  theftrongeft 
Aqua  Fortis  or  Aqua  Regia,  or  any  Corrofives  cannot 
take  off  thofe  Colours,  Which  indeed  is  a  moft 
ftrange  and  admirable  thing,  that  even  vulgar  and 
corporeal  fixed  Sol  and  Luna  fliould  be  rendred  fo 
volatile,  as  to  be  able  to  enter  into  the  compaifl 
Glafs,  and  tinge  the  fame.  Spirits  have  great  power, 
are  void  of  ponderofity,  and  when  they  tinge,  the 
vertue  of  them  is  difcerned  far  :  even  as  the  Spirits 
of  men  ai^p^ber  Animals  are  void  of  all  heavinefs 
or  weight^  which  we  clearly  difcern  by  this,  -viz,. 
that  a  man  living,  is  much  lighter  than  when  he  is 
dead. 

Moreover,  Spirits  cannot  onely  render  fixed  Lu¬ 
na  volatile,  and  reduce  it  into  red  Bodies  as  Sol  and 
Venm,  which  without  any  hurt  of  their  form,  and 
without  increafe  or  diminution  of  their  weight,  they 
can  totally  tinge  with  whitenefs ;  but  alfo  Spirits 
can  render  the  moft  fixt  and  moft  compad  Gold 
volatile,  and  induce  it  into  compad  Lune,  whereby 
that  fhall  be  tinged  with  yellownefs,  which  is  a  thing 
very  wonderfull.  Bur  that  Spirits  can  induce  Tinc¬ 
ture  into  Glafs,  without  hurt  or  augmentation  of  its 
weight,  deferves  greater  admiration  ;  efpecially  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  the  common  Opinion  of  putatitious  Philo- 
fophers,  that  in  Glafs  are  no  pores,  yet  the  contrary 
of  their  fuppofition  is  true.  For  if  it  were  fb,  as  they 
perfwade  themfelves,  which  way  I  pray  could  Tinc¬ 
tures  be  introduced  into  them  ? 

Note :  That  Spirits  do  not  onely  induce  Metallick 
fubtile  Tindures  into  compad  Metals  and  Glaffes;  in- 
fbmuch,  as  by  the  help  of  white  Spirits,  yellow  Sol, 
without  dcftrudion  of  its  form  or  fpecies  may  to¬ 
tally  be  t/nged  with  whitenefs ;  and  white  Lune 
by  the  mediation  of  red  Spirits,  be  totally 
tinged  with  yellownefs ,  and  white  Glafs  with 
Various  Colours  refembling  the  Beauty  of  Jems  ;  but 
they  alfb  extrad  fixed  Bodies  from  other  fixed  Metal¬ 
lick  Bodies.  As  we  fee,  as  often  as  we  caft  any 
mixture  of  Sol,  Luna  and  Venus,  (  melted  into  "a 
Mafs )  into  thofe  Spirits ;  the  fame  Spirits  extrad 


t-hQ  Luna  znd  Venus  from  the  S’c?/,  without  corrupti¬ 
on  or  deftrudion  of  its  form,  fo  as  the  Sol,  although 
^  f  nade,  doth  notwithftanding  re- 

main  compad  and  maffy.  We  have  fuch  Spirits  as 
thefe  in  our  Poffeffion,  and  can  render  the  fame  fit 
for  our  purpofe. 

As  for  all  other  Spirits,  which  are  various  ;  ‘viz,, 
I.  Are  Cceleftial  andi  Divine.  2  Terreftrial  and  Dia- 
bolick.  5,  The  Spirits  of  the  four  Elements;  thefe 
excel  the  former  in  power:  for  they  cannot  onely 
pafs  through  Doors  that  are  (hut,  but  alfo  through 
the  hardeft  Stones  and  Rocks,  and  there  at  plea- 
fure  fport  and  perpetrate  wonderous  things.  As 
you  may  learn  from  thofe  that  labour  in  Mines  of 
Metals,  where  fuch  Spirits  inhabit,  and  ftoutly  de¬ 
fend  their  Treafures  of  Gold  and  Silver,  from  fuch 
as  come  to  fpoil  them  of  the  fame  ;  wherefore  they 
invade  the  Miners,  ftrike  them,  pault  them  with 
Stones  or  Dirt,  blaft  them  with  venomous  Vapours, 
and  oftentimes  kill  many  of  them  at  once.  What 
wonderfull  things  they  in  thefe  fubterranean  Man- 
fions  are  able  to  etfed,  is  more  than  fufficiently 
known.  In  the  Mansfieldick  Mountains  of  Venus  or 
Copper,  the  Spirits  paint  all  kind  of  Figures,  efpe¬ 
cially  of  Fifties ;  fome  of  which  I  my  felf  have  feen. 
About  100  years  fince  there  was  dug  up  a  certain 
Image  of  Venus  upon  a  black  Fiffile  Stone,  wherein 
Luther  and  the  Eledour  oL Saxony  were  fb  evidently 
exprefled,  as  either  of  them  might  be  feen  kneeling 
before  the  Image  of  Chrift  crucified.  Alfb  another 
fuch  Fiffile  Stone  was  thence  dug  up,  in  which  was 
exadly  figured  John  BaptiJ  baptizing  Chrift  in  Jor¬ 
dan.  But  if  our  Spirits  of  Salt  can  induce  Tindures 
into  the  compad  Bodies  of  Metals;  and  Elemen¬ 
tary  Spirits  in  their  fubterranean  Habitations,  can 
imprefs  many  and  various  Figures  on  Stones ;  what 
is  that  good  Coeleftial  Spirits  fhall  not  be  able  to  ef- 
fed  i  Did  not  thefe  preferve  the  three  Children  in 
the  Babylonian  Fiery  Furnace  Did  not  they  bring 
Peter  out  of  Prifon  ;  and  the  Prophet  Habacuck  to 
Daniel  into  the  Lyon’s  Den  ?  Are  not  they  able  to 
bring  in,  and  lead  out  ?  Cannot  they  render  fixed 
palpable  Bodies  volatile,  fpiritual  and  invifible,  and 
on  the  contrary  render  invifible  Bodies  vifible  and 
tangible 

Many  things  might  here  be  fpoken  touching  the 
Nature,  Property  and  Difference  of  Spirits,  but  that 
they  are  not  pertinent  to  our  prefent  purpofe.  If 
GOD  permit,  according  as  I  have  purpofed,  I  fhall 
ere  long  fet  forth  a  peculiar  Treatife  of  Spirits.  Flere 
we  have  heard  how  Spirits  can  bring  through  fhuc 
Doors  hard  Bodies,  and  there  render  them  corporeal 
and  vifible.  Which  may  fervc  for  Information  to 
every  Searcher  into  the  Light  of  Nature. 

CHAP.  XXIX. 

Tet  one  other  Specimen  of  Probation  by  the  help  of  Eagles 
Feathers. 

That  Artificer  Laz^arm  Ercker,  moft  famous 
for  finding  out  the  Veins  of  Metals,  in  his  Book 
of  Probations  for  of  finding  out  Veinsj  relates,  that 
the  Venetians  hired  certain  men  for  wages,  and  fenc 
them  into  Germany  to  gather  of  the  glaffy  dark  co¬ 
loured  Grains  of  Sand  of  the  Rivers  running  by  the 
Mountains,  and  to  tranfport  it  to  Venice.  The  fame 
is  done  at  this  very  day.  And  although  this  Expor¬ 
tation  is  prohibited  by  Law^j  yet  they  defift  not,  but  ^ 
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clandeftinely  proceed.  The  common  People  of 
thofe  parts  perfwade  themfelves,  that  Grains  of  Gold 
are  contained  in  thofe  Sands,  and  therefore  by  Edi(ft 
every  man  is  forbid,  cither  to  remove  it  thence,  or 
to  convert  the  fame  to  his  own  ufe. 

Indeed  Laz^artts  Ercker  added,  that  he  hadfubje- 
^ted  fuch  Grains  of  Sand  to  various  Trials,  but  ne¬ 
ver  found  Gold  in  them;  yet  thathealfo  underftood, 
that  the  Venetian  Artificers  prepared  of  that  Sand  fuch 
beautiful!  Colours,  as  with  them  were  in  more  e- 
fleem,  than  Gold  it  felf  But  I  affirm,  that  Erckerns 
did  not  rigthly  know  thofe  Grains  of  Sand,  For  in¬ 
deed  there  is  little  corporal  Gold  in  them,  but  much 
fpiritual  Gold.  If  to  thofe  Sands  the  Eagles  Feathers 
be  added,  they  will  carry  upwards  with  themfelves 
much  fpiritual  Gold,  which  will  be  very  conducent 
in  Medicine.  Such  Grains  are  found  in  all  the  Sands 
of  Rivers  in  all  Regions  of  the  World,  and  in  the 
Gravel  on  the  Shores  of  common  Navigable 
Rivers;  whence  much  good  may  be  gained. 
Now  thefe  may  fuffice  to  be  fpoken  touching  the 
Eagles  Feathers,  for  it  is  not  convenient  to  divulge 
more. 

CHAP.  XXX. 

✓ 

Tet  om  Royal  Aledicine  of  Vulgar  Gold. 

MAke  one  Ounce  of  Gold  moreorlefs,  irreduci¬ 
ble  by  the  benefit  of  Salts.  Then  to  fuch  irre 
ducible  or  unmeltable  Gold,  add  as  much  by  weight 
of  the  fixed  Salt  of  the  Eagles  Feathers  burnt.  Put 
thefe  into  a  firmly  coated  Glafs,  and  place  the  Glafs 
'  in  an  Earthen  Pan  full  of  Sand ;  which  Panfet  in  the 
Fire  that  it  may  be  red  hot.  But  after  it  hath  ftooc 
in  fuch  a  Degree  of  heat,  for  four  or  five  hours,  let 
it  cool.  Then  take  your  fixed  Sol  out  of  the  Glafs, 
a,nd  it  will  be  like  white  Chalk.  This  white  Sol  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  the  Glafs  put  into  a  good  Crucible,  upon 
which  lute  another,  and  then  let  it  in  a  Wind  Fur¬ 
nace,  where  having  flood  four  or  five  hours,  with¬ 
out  any  extream  heat,  let  it  cool.  Then  your  Gold 
will  be  tranfmuted  into  a  Tindure  intenfly  red. 
Grind  this  red  Salt  to  a  mofl:  fubtil  Powder,  and 
pour  on  Spirit  of  Wine  to  extrad  hisTindure.  The 
tinged  Spirit  pour  off,  and  pour  on  other,  that  it 
may  alfo  extrad.  Abftrad  the  Spirit  of  Wine  from 
the  Tindure,  and  in  the  bottom  a  red  Saline  Liquor 
will  remain,  which  is  to  be  accounted  a  true  Aurum 
Potabile ;  becaufe  it  is  not  poffible  by  any  way  what- 
Ibever  to  extrad  any  Gold  from  thence.  This  Ope 
ration  begun,  1  once  abfolved  without  Errour ;  but 
many  times  afterward  trying  my  Work,  did  nor  fuc 
ceed  lb  profperoufly  as  at  the  firft  time.  Yet  I  ra¬ 
ther  aferibe  the  Errour  to  my  felf,  than  to  Art,  plain¬ 
ly  judging,  that  no  other  way  more  fwift,  more  eafie 
or  more  preparable,  can  be  bbtained  a  mofl:  readily 
profitab'c  Tindure  fordifeafed,  humane  and  metal- 
lick  Bodies.  Yet  I  add  this.  If  thou  fuffereft  the 
common  and  now  dudile  Sol  to  be  and  remain 
Gold  ;  and  fparing  labour  and  charge  for  making  it 
irreducible,  do  onely  make  choice  of  fiich  Stones  for 
your  Operation,  fuch  as  without  Charges  you  may 
get,  and  by  nature  partake  of  irreducible  Gold. 
Then  indeed  you  may  much  more  eafily  find  what 
you  intend.  For  whatfbever  Tindures  of  a  golden 
Difpofition  are  incited  in  thofe  Stones,  they  notwith- 
fianding  in  this  operation '  lofe  it,  altogether  wax 
white,  and  at  length  totally  red  again,  V/hich  be- 
mg  beheld  by  me,  1  never  law  in  all  my  Life  amore 


wonderful!  Sight.  Hence  Philofophers  have  always  J 
raid  :  Whofoever  can  fb  deftroy  vulgar  Sol,  as  it  can  )  j 

never  be  again  reduced  into  Sol,  he  hath  attained  '  j 

to  a  very  great  Myfiery.  A’fo  they  further  fay :  ^ 

Whofoever  knows  not  how  to  make  our  Sol  (which  i  J 

is  vulgar  S’o/  rendred  irreducible,  or  fuch  as  hath  not  '  ] 

yet  felt  the  force  of  Fire,  and  in  Stones  is  by  Nature  ; 
irreducible  )  white,  he  alfo  cannot  make  it  red.  But 
now  that  is  done  this  way.  Therefore  you  need  not  i 
doubt  that  befides  medicinal  Remedies,  fiime  other 
Eminent  Works  may  thence  be  made.  Which  Heave 
more  deeply  to  be  fearched  into  by  thofe,  who  are 
yet  ftrong  and  able'  to  endure  labour.  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  efteem  the  Pleafiires  and  Riches  of  this 
World  to  be  worfe  than  nothing  ;  and  feek  onely  In- 
corruptibles,  which  can  neither  be  ftolen  by  Thieves, 
nor  gnawn  by  Moths  and  other  Vermine,  nor  be  de-  ' 
firoyed  by  any  force  of  the  Elements. 

[1 

V  An  Admonition. 

IN  this  little  Book,  candid  Reader,  I  have  treated  ; 

of  many  rare  Arcanums,  or  Secrets  not  vulgar  ; 
and  that  very  briefly.  All  I  here  write,  1  write  from 
certain  Experience,  as  to  Medicine :  far  be  it,  that 
I  fhould  profefs  my  felf  a  Maker  in  the  Melioration  nil 
of  Metals,  I  had  rather  fay  with  Socrates,  This  one 
thing  I  know,  viz  that  I  know  nothing.  Indeed  iE 
had  I  been  a  younger  Man,  I  fhould  fearcely  have 
forborn  to  exercife  my  felf  in  fuch  an  Operation  ; 
but  my  great  Age  having  rendred  me  unfit  for  all 
Labours,  and  unable  to  do  any  thing,  I  may  eafily 
be  excufed,  for  I  am  as  it  were  compelled  to  abftain 
from  fo  great  a  Work. 

Here  in  this  Book  I  have  treated  of  divers  fecret 
Fires,  yet  not  of  all  to  me  known,  but  of  many  of 
them  ;  touching  the  beft  of  them  all  (if  GOD  per¬ 
mit  )  thefeventh  Part  of  my  Spagyrical  Pharmaccpcea 
fhall  treat.  The  wonderfull  Venues  of  which  fe¬ 
cret  Fires  is  fo  far  beyond  belief,  as  they  exceed  all 
the  Fires  in  this  Enchyridion  comm.emorated.  -  - 

^antum  Lenta  folent  inter  Viburna  CupreJJi. 

I  am  amazed,  as  often' as  I  call  to  mind,  how  im- 
menfly  vertuous  fuch  fiery  truly  Stygian  Spirits  are, 
which  are  endued  with  a  faculty  of  mortifying  all 
Metals  f  although  they  be  Bodies  of  greateftftrength) 
and  of  carrying  with  them  their  immortal  Souls, 
wherefoever  they  can.  For  they  are  endued  with 
fb  great  power,  as  nothing  is  able  to  defend  it  felf 
from  them.  Yet  befides  thefe  there  are  alfo  other 
horrid  Spirits  made  by  Art,  which  do  not  onely  af¬ 
ter  Mortification  take  from  metallick  Bodies  their 
Soul  ;  but  alfo  are  endued  with  fo  great  power,  as 
they  take  away  the  Body  with  the  Soul.  Spirits  of 
this  kind  are  not  ufefull  for  our  neceflities,  but  thofe 
Spirits  which  do  onely  mortifie  the  Body,  and  draw 
forth  from  it  its  Soul,  leaving  the  grofs  Body.  If 
thefe  Bodies  were  as  conducible  to  us  as  Spirits, 
there  wjould  be  no  need  to  extrad  frorti  them  their 
moft  pure  Spirits  or  Souls,  to  prepare  our  Medicine 
of  therii.  Wherefore  we,  not  without  good  reafon, 
by  the  help  of  Artificial  Diftillation  )  extract  the  moft 
clean  Souls  of  Metals  from  their  rude  Bodies.  For,  , 
by  the  benefit  of  Diftillation,  all  Bodies  of  Vegetables, 
Animals  and  Minerals,  are  purified  and  fubtilized. 
Which  clean  and  fubtil  Spirits  (when  they  are  again 
reduced  into  fixed  Bodies  )  muft  needs  be  better 
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Bodies  than  all  other  vulgar  Bodies,  which  never  yet 
were  Spirits.  Therefore,  the  more  fixed  thofe  Bo¬ 
dies  are  rendred,  and  the  more  thofe  Spirits  arefub- 
tilized,  the  more  purs  and  further  powerfull  Tinc¬ 
tures  will  be  obtained  from  them.  The  like  we  un¬ 
derhand  by  Elementary  Spirits.  Thcfe  Spirits,  by 
their  proper  Virtue,  can  To  far  extend  themfelves,  as 
to  become  wholly  invifible,  and  ( if  I  may  fo  fpeak) 
altogether  pervilible:  on  the  contrary,  they  can  a- 
gain  Concentrate  themfelves,  and  conftringe  them 
felves  into  a  very  narrow  compafs,  and  in  fuch-wife 
alTume  vifible  Bodies,  palpable  and  hard,  as  they 
pleafe  themfelves.  Although  fuch  Objefts,  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  Eyes,  are  accounted  Bodies,  yet  in 
very  deed  they  are  not  true  Bodies,  but  are  one- 
ly  concentrated  Spirits,  which  enjoy  a  perpetual 
power  of  extending  themfelves  again  into  latitude, 
and  of  leaving  their  corporeal  Form  and  Shape, 
and  realTuming  their  Spiritual  Figure  But  it  is 
impoffible  that  thefe  extended  Spirits  fhould  pofTefs 
fb  great  powe.J|^s  they  had  before  Extenfion.  For 
Spirits  extender  are  no  other  than  Air  and  Wind. 
On  the  contrary,  concentrated  Spirits  have  incredi- 
l)le  Fortitude,  penetrate  more  fwiftly,  and  are  Bo¬ 
dies  of  very  great  potency.  A  common  Body  can¬ 
not  penetrate  into  another,  without  hurt  to  it  felf ; 
nor  in  that  extend  it  felf,  becaufe  of  its  grofs  and 
hard  Mafs.  Yet  fuch  a  Body,  as  is  made  of  a  certain 
Spirit  can  penetrate  other  Bodies,  and  amend  the 
fame  ’without  deftruftion  of  their  Form  and  Spe¬ 
cies  ’  As  for  Example  :  If  any  one  turns  a  fixed 
Metal  into  a  fubti’e  Spirit,  and  this  Spirit  again  redu- 
ceth  into  a  fixed  Body  ;  this  Body  will  not  be  a  com- 
rfion,  compact,  grofs  or  mortified  Body,  like  all  o- 
ther  Metallick  Bodies;  but  is  a  Body  fpiritual, living, 
penetrating  and  vivifying  mordfied  Bodies;  or  is  (as 
I  may  call  it)  a  Corporeal  Spirit,  which  can  extend, 
it  felf  in  Amplitude,  and  ftiew  its  potency  an  hun¬ 
dred  or  a  thoufand  ways  ;  according  as  all  true  Phi- 
lofophers  aferibe  to  their  Univerfal  Medicine  or  Tinc¬ 
ture,  that  it,  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  is  able  to  tinge 
or  meliorate  a  great  quantity  of  the  more  vile  Bodies 
into  Bodies  moft  noble.  Which  admirable  Correfti- 
on  is  not  as  yet  known  to  me  ;  yet  I  certainly  be¬ 
lieve  and  judge,  that  fuch  a  Tranfmutation,  or  fa¬ 
mous  Emendation  of  Metals  may  be  made  by  the 
benefit  of  concentrated  and  fixed  nob.e  Metallick 
Suirits  Whofoever  hath  Time  and  Place  conveni¬ 
ent  to  fet  about  this  Work,  may  try  what  is  poffible 
to  be  performed  by  the  help  of  Art.  Convert  fixed 
Bodies  into  fubtile  Spirits,  and  reduce  volatfe  Spirits 
into  fixed  Bodies ,  then  fhall  you  obtain  whatfoever 

you  can  defire  or  wifh  for. 

Indeed  I  have  Reafons  enough  to  refirain  my  Quill 
from  a  farther  promulgation  of  fuch  high  Matters ; 


yet  fince  I  have  proceeded  farther  in  this  difeovery, 
than  any  Man  before  me  ever  did  ;  what  hinders 
but  that  I  may  to  the  Horfe  man,  to  whom  I  have 
given  a  Nifaan  [  or  excellent]  Florfe,  give  the  Bridle 
alfb  ?  Therefore  it  pleafeth  me  to  reveal  yet  one 
kind  of  Spirits ,  which  very  lovingly  receive  the 
Souls  of  Metals  (  after  their  Bodies  are  mortified  ) 
and  carry  them  up  into  the  Philofophick  Heaven, 
that  is,  into  the  Alembick.  Which  good  Spirits  are 
not  horrible  and  cruel  as  the  former,  but  fweet  and 
amicable.  Indeed,  fuch  good  Spirits  do  not  willing¬ 
ly  affociate  themfelves  with  the  Souls  of  all  Metals  • 
promifeuoufly,  but  onely  with  fuch  moft  pure  Souls, 
as  are  in  Sol  and  Luna.  But  if  they  be  compelled  to 
be  concerned  in  the  Mortification  of  foetid  grofs  Me¬ 
tals,  as  Mars  and  Venus^  or  of  venomous,  and  as  yet 
immature  and  volatile  Metals,  as  Jupiter,  Saturn  and 
Mercury,  and  to  receive  the  out- palling  Souls  of  them ; 
they  refufe  not  this  office,  yet  from  fuch  foetid  Souls 
they  contrad  a  ftink  to  themfelves,  and  therefore 
can  fcarcely  afterward  be  Medicinal.  Wherefore, 
it  is  better  not  to  ufe  thefe  good  and  pure  Spirits,  un- 
lefs  for  receiving  the  Souls  of  clean  Metals ;  for  then 
they  remain  good,  and  cannot  be  adminiftred  in  Me¬ 
dicine  without  admiration  :  and,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Souls  of  venomous  Metals  may  be  fo  much  the 
more  happily  ufed  for  the  Emendation  of  Metals. 

Now,  as  touching  thefe  good  Spirits,  know, 
they  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  pure  Spirit  of  Wine, 
when  it  is  afibciated  with  Sol  and  Luna,  at  that  very 
time,  wherein  their  fixed  Bodies  are  invaded  and 
mortified  by  their  Enemies,  and  their  pure  Souls  fee 
at  liberty  ;  then  they  are  received  and  carried  up¬ 
wards  by  thefe  pure  Spirits ;  and  a  Royal  Medicine 
is  obtained,  which  every  Man  may  admimfter  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  underftanding.  There  are  allb  many 
other  Spirits  which  attend  Metals  deftroyed  and  mor¬ 
tified,  that  they  may  take  to  themfelves  their  pure 
Souls  and  carry  them  away.  ,  But  of  thefe  enough 
at  this  time.  Ere  long  (  G  O  Q  willing  )  1  Ihall 
fpeak  more  at  large  of  thefe  in  the  Seventh  Part  of 
my  Spagyrick  Pharmacepcea. 

O  mojl  High  GOD,  the  One  onely  Beginning  and  End 
of  all  things,  1  making  fupplication  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  defire,  that  (  when  that  general  Defiroyer  of 
Humane  Bodies  fiall  come  and  defray  my  lean  and  dried 
Earthen  Mafs,  according  to  thy  divine  Will,  and  fet  my 
Soul  at  liberty  from  the  Bonds  of  the  Body  )  thou  wilt  be 
pleafed  in  that  very  hour  to  take  compajfion  on  me  ,  and 
fend  thy  Minif  ring  Spirits  the  Holy  Angels  (  by  reafon 
of  thy  Grace  and  Fatherly  Mercy  )  to  me  at  the  hour  of 
Death,  that  receiving  my  departing  Soul,  may  humbly 
prof  rate  it  at  the  feet  of  thy  mof  Holy  Majefy,  Amen. 


:  '1 
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THE 

SEVENTH  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea^ 

In  which  is  ferther  treated ,  how  of  Man’s  Urine  may  be 

prepared  the  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  of  Philofophers ,  and  what*  incredible 
Works  may  be  performed  by  the  benefit  of  it,  both  in  Medicine  and  in 
Alchymy  :  With  an  Inftrudion  annexed  how  an  Uniyerfal  Medicine  and 
true  Tindlure  for  Humane  and  Metallick  Bodies  may  be  acquired  3  and 
that  no  way  more  eafie,  more  expeditious  and  lefs  chargeable,  than  by 
the  help  of  good  Spirit  of  Wine,  or  inftead  of  that  a  burning  Spirit  ex- 
.  traded  from  Corn,  or  other  Vegetables. 


The  PREFACE  to  the  RE  A  D  E  R. 


Well-meaning  Reader, 

The  principal  Reafon  which  moveth  me  here  in  this  fmall  Treatife  without  any  refpe^ 
•or  regard  of  Perfons  worthy  or  unworthy  ')  fo  evidently  to  reveal  and  puhlijh  to  the  un- 
grateful/  World  the  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  of  Philofophers^  is  this  :  namely^  hecaufe^  by 
reafon  of  my  old  Age,  I  have  now  one  foot  in  the  Grave,  and  am  ready  to  depart  this 
World,  and  do  patiently  expeti  afar  more  excellent  Manfion  prepared  by  God.  I,  who  now  dif co¬ 
ver  this  Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  do  alfo  here  intimate  thofe  vajl  benefits,  which  (  by  the  help  of 
that )  may  accrew  to  Mankind,  accounting  great  Works  of  Mercy  may  be  done  by  it  j  becaufe  it  is 
that,  by  the  benefit  of  which,  all  things  neceffary  for  Life  may  be  acquired  by  all  Men,  whether 
young  or  old,  poor  or  rich,  as  in  the  following  Praxis  Jhall  largely  be  demon  ft  rated.  ' 

That  Men  ( if  they  themfelves  will )  may  gain  much,  yea  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  by  the  benefit 
of  this  my  free  and  ample  Revelation  of  fuch  an  ineflimable  Salt,  I  am  eafily  able  to  prove :  efpeci- 
fopo»  ^  f  in  the  following  Praxis,  fhall  exhibit  a  Specimen  of  thofe  Subjells,  the  abundance 
of  which  IS  in  all  parts  of  the  World,  every-where  offered,  no  lefs  to  the  Poor,  than  to  the  Richy 
without  any  expence  of  Money,  or  other  Charges ;  but  it  is  known  by  very  few,  privily  hated  by  that 
proud  Step-Dame  the  World,  trod  underfoot,  and  for  its  exterior  vilenefs  cajl  out  upon  the  Dung¬ 
hill,  and  thrown  away  in  the  corners  of  Streets.  ' 

But,  fame  One  may  ask,  how  thofe  needy  People  can  fromZfrine  onely,  acquire  things  neceffary  for 
Life,  although  they  Jhould  know,  that  in  it  is  contained  a  Treafure  >  To  fuch  an  One  I  thus  anfwer  / 
It  may  very  well  be  eftelled,  becaufe  in  this  little  Book  I  have  explained,  not  onely  that  in  it  is  an 
ahftrufe  Treafure,  but  alfo  how  it  may  eafily  be  extralied.  Jnfomuch  as  J  doubt  not,  but  that  fome 
of  the  Lovers  of  the  Poor  will  do  their  endeavour  to  extrall  that  Treafure  from  the  fame.  Which 
being  done,  if  the  World  f  which  will  believe  nothing  but  what  it  fees)  take  notice  of  it,  and 
finds  the  verity  of  our  Affert  ion  proved  in  Fall,  then  many  more  will  ufe  a  like  endeavour  to  get 
their  living  from  fuch  a  Subjetl,  every-where  to  be  had,  and  prep  arable  for  little  or  no  charge.  If 
fuch  Operators  fhall  need  more  Vrine,  than  they  themfelves  make,  they  muji  neceffarily  buy  it  of  poor 
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Families,  abundance  of  which  you  will  every-where  find,  readily  defining  to  gather  the  fiame  for  their 
daily  Bread,  and  to  bring  it  to  the  Artifi  •  that  way  one  hand  cherifheth  and  helpeth  another  For 
by  this  rneans  every  Refuhlick  might  be  brought  to  a  flour ifhingfi ate,  fo  as  no  Man  Cunlefs  he  will 
himfelf  )  needmo  want  Bread  in  what  part  of  the  World  foever  he  lives.  I  indeed  ha'Ve  not  bu^ 
ried  in  the  Earth  my  five  Talents  gratioufly  granted  to  me  by  God,  but  have  put  them  into  the  pub- 
Itck  Bank.  What  if  the  mad  and  blind  World  will  neither  fee  nor  hear,  it  may  for  all  me  fdlow 
its  own  defperate  humour.  It  is  fufficient  for  me  that  I  have  divulged  fuch  Myfleries  for  the  fafe^ 
tj  and  well-being  of  Mankind,  as  no  other  Philofopher  before  me  hath  ever  difcovered  the  like 
For  fiince  the  Subjebi  is  fo  very  vile,  vulgar  and  obnoxious  to  vafl  contempt  and  hatred  arnong  proud 
Fools,  many  of  them  did  involve  its  genuine  Name  in  the  fecret  Cabinet  of  Silence.  But,  that  I 
may  fpeak  my  mind  freely,  I  openly  confefs  and  aver,  that  in  Vrine  is  contained  a  Mercury  by 
the  help  of  which  very  much  may  be  effebled  in  Chymiflry  and  in  Medicine  j  and  which  is  effecially 
very  conducent  to  deduce  Metals  to  their  fir  ft  Matter  ;  and  thence  may  be  reaped  a  notable  Fruit 
of  Utility,  as  well  univerfally  as  particularly.  For  what  foever  I  have  now  writ,  I  comp  of ed  the 
fame  in  the  extremity  of  my  difcompofure  and  ficknefs,  that  this  admirable  Secret  might  not  be 
buried  with  me  in  the  Earth,  where  even  all  the  highefl  Arts  of  the  moft  excellent  Artifls  feem 
to  putrefie  together  with  them,  not  being  by  them  f  before  their  Death  ^  communicated  to  Mankind 
remaining  ;  that  fo  I  may  fay  with  the  Vulgar  (  not  rightly  underflanding )  All  Habits  of 
Underftanding  are  not  fo  much  hofpited  in  the  mortal  Body,  as  retained  in  the  immortal 
Mind. 

If  all  things  here  anfver  not  the  defire  of  the  diligent  Searcher  of  Art,  or  be  not  clearly  and 
plainly  enough  difcovered,  let  him  look  into  the  following  Treatife,  which  is  intituled,  A  Treatife 
of  the  Mercury  of  Philofophers,  where  perhaps  he  will  find  fo  many  definable  things,  as  will  com- 
pleatly  fatisfie  the  hunger  of  his  Mind  covetous  of  learning.  But  for  the  fake  of  the  benevolent 
Reader,  I  cannot  chuje  but  communicate  to  him  this  Information,  viz.  that  the  very  Infer ipt ion  of 
this  Treatife  d if  covers  a  Secret  Sal- Armon  lack,  and  in  divers  places  of  the  Sixth  Part  of  my 
Spagyrick  Pharmacopcea,  mention  is  alfo  made  of  a  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  *  wherefore  I  would 
have  you  to  underfland,  that  the  Sal-Armoniack  mentioned  in  my  former  Book,  is  of  a  property 
varioufly  different  from  this,  of  which  I  purpofie  here  to  write.  For  this  is  prepared  of  Urine,  but 
in  the  preparation  of  that,  no  Urine  is  to  be  ufed ;  becaufe  that  is  no  other  than  pure  Silver  difi- 
folved  in  Aquafortis,  and  precipitated  by  the  help  of  a  fharp  Salt-water.  Where  it  is  to  be  obfier- 
ved,  that  the  Silver,  in  fuch  a  Precipitation,  attracts  to  it  felf  fo  many  Spirits  of  the  Salt,  as  by 
reafion  of  them  it  is  no  more  fufible,  like  other  Luna  into  a  Metallick  Form,  but  becomes  penetrable 
as  Oil  into  a  Skin.  That,  in  my  Writings,  is  called  the  Mercury  of  Luna. 

Note.  Of  Saturn  alfo,  after  this  manner  fuch  a  Mercury  may  be  prepared,  which  is  almofl  of 
the  fame  efficacy  as  the  Mercury  of  Luna ;  but  in  fome  Chymkal  Labours  it  may  not  fo  fafely  be 
ufed  as  the  Mercury  of  Luna.  This  mujl  be  necefidrily  minded  by  thofe  who  are  unwilling  to  err 
in  their  Labours.  Moreover,  touching  this  Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  I  think  it  needfull  farther  to 
advife,  that  either  Sal-Armoniack  although  both  are  diverfly  prepared }  being  added  to  Metals 
or  Minerals,  takes  to  it  felf  and  carries  upward  the  purefl  part  of  that  Metal  or  Mineral.  Tet  it 
is  to  be  underflood,  that  this  is  effebled  thus,  viz.  that  the  Metal  is  corroded  by  the  jharp  Spirits 
exiflant  in  the  Sal-Armoniack,  and  fo  is  carried  upward  by  diflillation ;  or  volatilized,  no  other- 
wife  than  as  if  you  jhould  add  Sublimate  Mercury  to  any  Metal  or  Mineral  for  extrafling  Butter 
thence.  Alfo  it  is  to  be  minded,  that  whatfoever  Jhall  be  prepared  by  the  help  of  either  Sal- 
Armoniack  made  with  Luna,  or  with  Urine  3  <all  that  rifieth  much  more  pure  than  any  fublimate 
Mercury  or  common  Sal-Armoniack  can  cauje  to  afeend.  Thefe  few  things  I  thought  neceffary  to 
be  premifed,  touching  the  difference  of  either  Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  that  no  Man  may  err  through 
miflake. 

Although  much  more  Jhould  be  fpoken  here,  touching  our  Sal-Armoniack,*  is  made  of  Urine  ^ 
yet  Time,  and  my  prejent  Condition,  prohibit  my  infifling  more  at  large  thereabout. 

But  that  every  unskilfull  Man  may  be  rendred  more  skilfull  in  the  Knowledge  of  this  Definition, 
it  is  good  for  him  to  learn,  that  Urine  is  no  other  than  the  volatile  Salt  of  thofe  Meats  and  Drinks, 
which  we  receive  for  the  nourifhment  and  fuflentation  of  the  Body  •  and  which  are  fo  digefled  and 
feparated  by  the  Stomach,  viz.  that  the  Sulphur,  as  a  fuperfluity,  is  by  Nature  difeharged  by  the 
Bowels  ;  but  the  Urine]  ids  a  volatile  Mercurial  Salt,  feeks  and  finds  for  it  felf  an  Exit  through} 
the  Bladder.  Now,  it  is  more  than  fufijciently  manifefi,  that  the  greatefl  part  of  Men  live  of 
Vegetables,  as  of  Bread,  Beer  and  Wine  ;  alfio  for  Nutriments  they  ufe  Flefl},  Fijh,  Butter  and 
Cheefe  :  which  kinds  of  Meat  and  Drink,  fo  Joon  as  put  down  into  the  Stomach  by  a  certain  natural 
Cotiion  and  Fermentation  are  fo  inverted,  as  fome  natural  Mercury  is  thence  progenit  ed.  Whence, 
it  is  clearly  enough  apparent,  that  the  before  mentioned  Mercury  (  which  we  with  the  afjiflance  of 
Art  know  how  to  extrabl  out  of  Urine  3  mufl  neceffarily  have  been  an  invifible  Mercury  in  Vegeta¬ 
bles, 
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hLes^  before  it  pajjed  into  Vrine^  and  when  it  was  not  inverted  in  our  Body.  Which  is  a  things 

mojl  furely  true.,  and  is  confirmed  to  us  by  experience^  viz.  that  in  all  Wegetahles  (  no  one  oj  them 
excluded  whether  Wine  or  Grain.,  Honey  or  Sugar,  or  other  fat  Fruits,  in  which  our  vegetal^ 
Mercury^  is  moJl  copioujly  abundant  •  alfo  by  what  name  foever  thofe  Fruits  or  W egetailes  are  called) 
the  fame  Mercury  is  hojpited ;  yea,  it  may  be  extracted  from  all  Fruits,  trees.  Herbs,  or  any  com¬ 
mon  Grafs  of  the  Fields  or  Meadows,  and  from  all  Boughs  and  Leaves  of  wild  and  manured  trees, 
if  after  you  have  cut  them  fmall,  you  pour  on  them  hot  water,  and  then  ferment  the  fame. 

Indeed  lean  Herbs,  according  to  quantity,  give  not  forth  fo  much  burning  Spirit,  as  Corn,  Wine, 
or  Sugar :  But  note ;  Grafs  is  prepared  with  much  lefs  cojl  than  Corn,  Wine,  or  the  Faces  of 
Wine  or  Beer.  Alfo  a  good  burning  Spirit  may  be  made  of  Grape-Stones,  or  the  prejings  of  Grapes ; 
yet  as  for  the  fweetnefs  of  that,  you  need  not  to  take  any  care  ;  becaufe  in  operating  it  is  fo  amen¬ 
ded,  as  it  is  rendred  full  as  good  as  the  bejl  Spirit  of  Wine  that  is  mojl  rich. 

"This  Arcanum  of  preparing  a  true  Vniverjal  Medicine  of  all  Vegetables ,  for  thofe  three 
known  Kingdoms  of  ours,  I  take  to  be  as  great  a  Secret  as  was  ever  known  to  Fhilofophers,  or  for 
the  future  can  be  known.  For  it  is  that,  of  which  many  huve  notably  writ,  yet  in  Juch  a  Style,  as 
they  have  obfcured,  involved  and  hid  the  whole  Work  in  fo  many  Tarabolical ,  Allegorical  and 
Enigmatical  Phrafes,  as  it  is  almoji  plainly  impojfible  for  any  one  profitably  to  learn  any  thing 
out  of  their  Writings,  unlefs  his  Eyes  be  fingularly  illujlrafed  by  God.  But  among  others,  Ai- 
bertus  Magnus,  Thomas  Aquinas,  Arnold,  Lully,  Bracefcus,  and  efpecially  Balilius,  have  writ 
of  it  evidently  enough  to  fuch  as  can  fee ;  but  all  they  writ  in  obfcure  words  :  And  as  Paracclfus 
knew  the  fame,  fo  it  feems  that  was  alfo  known  to  Helmont  :  yet  they  were  afraid  to  write  of  it 
for  their  own  fakes.  But  I  now  freely  and  openly  divulging  ad  things,  do  that  chiefly  for  this  Reafon, 
viz.  becaufe  the  mojl  wife  God  to  whom  1  give  Immortal  Thanks )  revealed  this  Secret  to  me  not 
many  weeks  fince ;  and  I,  according  to  the  weaknefs  of  my  Age,  could  labour  but  little  therein,  and 
that  very  difficultly  •,  therefore  keeping  my  Bed,  by  reafon  of  my  I llnefs,  I  caufed  fome  Proofs  to 
he  made  of  the  fame  :  whence  I  fo  found  the  verity  of  the  matter,  as  I  am  now  able  fajely  to  confirm 
ihe  fame  to  others,  and  can  aver,  that  the  true  Mercury  of  Philofophers  is  reconded  in  them. 
Although  that  hath  hitherto  been  unknown  to  mojl  Men ,  yet  by  me  becaufe  in  Philofophy,  Me¬ 
dicine  and  Chymijlry,  never  any  thing  more  magnificent  than  it,  eafier  to  be  elaborated,  or  prepa¬ 
rable  with  lefs  co(l,  at  any  time  before  came  into  my  hands )  It  is  fo  publifhed,  as  I  doubt  not, 
but  that  many' well-difpofed  Perfons  will  confidently,  readily  and  happily  Jet  their  hands  to  the 
Work.  For  it  is  eafie  to  acquire  burning  or  diJlilledWine  in  abundance,  without  any  gr^ at  charge  ; 
alfo  an  Injlrument  made  of  Copper,  fit  for  feparating  the  Mercury  from  //7^  Sulphur,  will  not  cojl 
much  :  And  lajlly,  the  Fixation  of  the  Mercury  will  cojl  little  or  nothing,  becaufe  it  may  eafily 
be  abfolved,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  by  One  well  skilled  in  the  method  of  fixing.  The  Burning  Spirit 
may  be  prepared,  and  the  feparation  of  its  Mtrcmy  from  the  Sulphur  be  compleated  in  the  fpace 
of  one  day :  but  yet  it  'is  to  be  underjlood,  that  this  is  fpoken  onely  to  thofe  who  defire  but  a  fmaS 
quantity  to  experience  the  pojfibility  of  Art.  If  any  one  would  have  a  larger  quantity  of  Tinllure,  he 
indeed  will  have  need  of  a  longer  time  to  prepare  it  in,  as  every  one  may  eafily  conjetlure.  , 

Whiljl  I  lay  difeafed.  in  my  Bed,  and  afflilied  with  a  grievous  Dijeaje  after  I  had  by  a  long 
and ferious  f peculation  day  and  night  fundamentally  fearchedthe  power  of  Art)  in  the  fpace  of  one 
Week,  by  the  hands  onely  of  my  little  Sohs  Qfor  I  could  not  trufl  fuch  a  Work  with  the  unworthy 
Sons  of  this  World )  I  made  three  fmall  trials  or  proofs  onely  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  becaufe,  by 
my  Bed  fide,  there  was  no  place  for  doing  any^ great  Work.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  fatisfied  that  I  could 
do  much  more  in  eight  or  ten  Days,  and  a  far  greater  quantity,  if  God  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me 
Jirength  for  fo  many  Days. 

Indeed  to  an  ignorant  Hearer,  what  Wife  men  have  ajferted  will  feem  ‘incredible  to  be  believed  • 
namely,  that  in  every  Herb  and  Grafs,  the  true  Stone  of  Philofophers  lyes  hid.  For  the  ignorant  of 
Nature  wonder  at  this.  But  Spagyrick  Philofophers  have,  now  for  many  years  pajl,  publifhed  their 
Books  touching  the  fame,  and  affirmed,  that  oj  all  things,  from  which  the  Elements  may  be  feparated, 
the  Stone  Philofophers  may  be  ext  railed  and  made  ;  of  the  Jame  I  alfo,  if  need  were,  could  al¬ 
ledge  many  Tejlimonies.  May  we  not  by  Dijlillation  and  Rellification  much  more  eafily  feparate  the 
Elements  from  Vegetables,  than  from  rude  and  hard  Metals  ^  And  may  we  not  mojl  purely  and  mejl 
fubtilly  cleanfe  their  Element  of  Fire  from  them  >  That  indeed  is  impojfible  to  be  ext  railed  from 
Metals.  But  if  we  can,  by  the  help  of  Art,  turn  the  mojl  pure  Fire  again  into  Earth,  may  not 
of  this  new  Earth  when  it  is  by  the  benefit  of  Art  fixed,  and  rendred  conflant  in  Fire")  be  made 
a  Matter  purer,  than  all  things  in  Nature  ?  Every  Man  knows,  that  in  Spirit  of  Wine  is  contained 
a  great  virtue  comforting  the  Heart,  but  by  reafon  of  the  burning  heat,  which  it' manifefls  in  thofe 
that  immoderately  ufe  it,  the  fame  is  avoided  not  without  Reafon. 
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Now,  if  you  Jhall  feparate  the  Burning  Sulphur  from  the  Mercury,  in  the  bottom  will  remain 
onely  a  tmpC  rate,  and  to  all  Conflitutions  (^which  are  'i>ulgarly  called  Complexions  )  grate  full  pure 
Mercury,  in  the  form  of  a  clear  fweet  Water,  which  Philolophers  call  their  Water  of  Life,  and 
that  not  imprudently.  For  the  Alimonies  of  Life  are  included  in  it,  and  this  Mercurial  Water,  or 
true  Aqua-vitx,  may  be  fafely  adhibited  in  all  Difeafes ;  always,  provided  that  this  Spirit  he  pre¬ 
pared  of  Wine,  Corn,  or  of  Herbs  not  Jiinking  and  venomous.  But  for  Metallick  Tranfmutation, 
j  every  di ft  Hied  Wine  is  conducent,  of  whatjoever  matter  it  fhall  be.  prepared,  let  that,  in  the 

I  form  of  Water,  is  able  to  exercife  no  power  over  Metals,  hut  mufl  fir  ft  he  reduced  into  a  Red 

\  fixed  Powder,  called  by  Philofophers  Gold  of  Philolophers,  Horizontal  Gold,  Tinging  Gold, 

:  and  Living  Gold-  And,  in  a  word,  I  fay  you  cannot  find  any  thing  pertinent  to  Medicine  and 

I  Chymiftry,  more  excellent  than  our  Red  fixed  Mercury  of  Wine  :  for  it  is  the  true  Phcenix  or 

!  Bird  of  Titan,  feeding  its  Toung  with  its  own  Blood ;  alfo  a  true  Salamander,  which  dyes  not,  but 

i  K  nourifhed  and  augmented  in  Fire  :  and  more  briefly.  It  is  all  in  all  things.  Moreover,  Philofo¬ 

phers  confefs  that  all  things  lye  abfconded  in  all,  and  in  good  Aqua-vitas  all  Metals  are  fpiritually 
;  found  ;  which  /  my  felf  have  in  very  deed  experienced,  being  otherwife  unable  to  verifie  the  fame* 
0  noble  Hermetick  Art ,  and  Queen  of  all  Sciences !  how  bafely  and  unworthily  art  thou  caji 
down,  trod  under  foot  by  Jiinking  Swine,  and  contemned  by  ignorant  proud  Fools  !  Neverthelejs, 
I  doubt  not  but  that  this  little  Book  of  mine  will  open  the  Eyes  of  many  blinded  with  Iqrior^ance, 

\  and  dtrell  many  Readers  unto  the  path  of  Verity  ;  as  my  Treatife  lately  publifhed,  intituled. 
Of  the  Salt  of  Philofophers,  hath  already  been  the  Authour  of  much  good  to  many.  For  more 
than  one  of  many ,  who  have  flighted  Chymiftry ,  having  perufed  that  Enchiridion ,  according 
\  to  my  Information,  have  again  fallen  in  love  with  Chymiftrp,  fet  about  the  Work  (  renewing  their 

j  omitted  labour  )  and  prepared  the  Salt  of  Philofophers ,  gave  good  proofs  thereof,  and  having 

!  wrought  in  it  for  certain  Days,  at  length  gloried  of  their  fucceffes  in  Tranfmutation  of  Metals, 

{  Which  Stone  notwithftanding  is  not  to  be  compared  with  that 'which  is  made  of  Wine  or  Corn  ;  but 

I  in  compar  if  on  of  that  is  to  be  reputed  as  a  Clod  of  Earth  to  a  mo  ft  beaut  if  nil  Pearl. 

i  Wherefore  as  /  before  [aid,  and  always  fhall  fay,  I  believe  that  a  Medicine  and  Tinllure  more 
I  fublime  than  the  fixed  and  red  Mercury  of  Wine,  hath  never  been  known  by  Philofophers.  In  the 

\  mean  while,  let  every  other  Man  believe  as  he  lifteth,  ,it  fufficeth  me  that  I  have  written  the 

Truth,  and  refufed  to  carry  hence  with  me  into  the  Kingdom  of  Darknefs  the  greateft  Secret  of 
!  the  whole  World.  But  the  Reafons  why  I  here  over-haftily  break  off  the  Thread  of  my  difcourfe 

!  begun,  and  in  no-wife  difcover  the  Method  by  which  the  Burning  Spirit  may  he  prepared,  and  the 

■  Mercury  latent  therein  be  feparated  from  the  fame  ,  and  reduced  into  a  fixed  Tinilure ,  are 

I  weiihty  and  confiderable.  For  the  whole  Work,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  is  fo  very  vile 

I  ani  eafie  to  be  performed,  as  every  Cory  don  or  rude  Shepherd  (_  ignorant  af  all  Chymical  Arts') 

I  would  underftand  and  imitate  that  Method  of  preparing  the  fame.  Wherefore  it  is  bejl  to  defift 

I  from  any  further  explanation.  Becaufe,  to  whomjoever  God  will  give  it,  he  will  fo  eaftly  find  it 

i  out,  as  the'  e  will  be  no  neceffity  of  f peaking  one  word  more  than  I  have  already  fpoke.  Befides, 

I  for  fuch  inconfideratenefs,  I  fhould  be  able  to  give  no  juft  Account  before  God,  the  Judge  of  the 
Li  ving  and  of  the  Dead,  if  this  moji  Jecret  Secret  of  Secrets  fhould  as  a  Grain  of  Salt  he  forced 
among  the  ungratefull  and  unworthy  People.  But  the  World  is  too  well  known  to  me  already  :  yet 

I  will  openly  fay  this,  viz.  that  the  poo  reft  Man,  as  well  as  him  that  is  wealthy,  may  attain  to 

this  fupreme  Work  ;  becaufe,  for  preparation  of  that  incomparable  Medicine,  no  chargeable  Mate¬ 
rials,  nor  any  long  time  are  required. 

Truly,  unto  me  are  known  divers  famous  particulars,  by  the  help  of  which,  not  onely  Silver,  hut 
alfo  all  other  Metals  are  converted  into  Gold  and  Silver  with  great  profit  ,  yet  are  more  difficult 
I  to  be  elaborated  than  that  great  Vniverfal  Work.  Wherefore  this  alfo,  among  all  other  fruit  full 
j  Chymical  Secrets  defervedly  doth,  and  undoubted  always  will  obtain  the  Priority. 

Now,  Son  of  Art,  candidly  accept  this  my  Fatherly  Inftruliion,  and  Friendly  Admonition,  and 
do  not  at  all  commit  any  thing  to  Faithlefs  Men,  of  which  thou  maift  have  occafion  to  repent  ^after¬ 
ward.  Accordingly,  to  all  the  Difciples  of  Hermetick  Philo fophy  and  Medicine,  I  wijh  the  ample 
Bl effing  of  God,  here  Temporal,  and  in  the  life  to  come  Eternal  -,  heartily  praying,  that  the  moft 
clear  unextinguifhable  Light  of  God,  may  perfeHly  enlighten  them,  as  it  did  me  at  the  firft, 
i  Amen. 
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Of  the  Secret  Sal-Armoniack. 

/'  ffi  "touching  this  our  Secret  Sal-Armoniack ,  I 

1  have  made  mention  in  divers  of  my  written 

0  Books ;  but  the  way  of  Preparing  it  I  have 
left  to  be  divulged  in  this  place.  For  after  I  was 
liiredj  that  many  had  laboured  much  to  hnd  out  its 
Preparation  and  Fruitfull  ufe  in  Medicine  and  Chy- 
miftry  ;  I  refblved  no  longer  to  conceal  the  Prepara¬ 
tion  and  profitable  ufe  in  Chy  miftry,  of  our  Salmi 
ack,  from  the  Lovers  of  our  Profeffion  ;  but  chiefly 
for  the  fake  of  the  Sick  ( to  whom  it  may  be  very 
great  comfort  and  (blace  )  I  chole  rather  openly  to 
divulge  it,  without  any  privy  concealment,  in  thefe 
my  Writings;  hoping  that  by  the  publication  of 
this,  I  (hall  do  good  to  many  thoufands  of  Men,  and 
for  a  fign  of  triumphal  Joy  crown  the  Head  (as  with 
Laurel  )  of  the  vidorious  Queen  of  the  Spagyrick 

Firft  of  all,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Narne  is 
impofed  upon  this  Subjed,  becaulb  it  in  many  things 
agrees  with  common  Sal-Armoniack.  It  pleafed  us 
to  add  the  Epithet  of  Secret ,  becaufe  this  Salt  is 
known  to  very  few  in  the  whole  World  ;  and  they 
who  acquired  it  to  themfelves,  neither  publifhed  it, 
nor  expoled  the  fame  to  common  ufe,  but  kept  it  to 
themfelves  as  a  great  Secret ;  and  as  often  as  they 
made  mention  of  that  Salt  in  their  Writings,  they 
named  it  their  Salmiack  ;  for  proof  of  which,  if  need 
were,  I  could  produce  many  Examples. 

Cofmopolita,  being  about  to  fpeak  of  this  our  Sal¬ 
miack,  cryes  out  thus  :  O  our  Sea  I  O  our  Sal-Armo- 
niack  I  His  Sea  was  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  his  Salmiack 
the  Volatile  Spirit  of  Urine.  When  thefe  two  are 
joyned  together,  they  give  forth  from  themfelves  our 
Secret  Salmiack ;  by  the  help  of  which,  fb  many  won- 
derfull  Works  are  performed  in  Medicine  and  Chy- 
miftry,  as  you  (hall  here  following  hear. 

Faraceljm  and  Belmont  called  this  Salt,  Alcahefi  ; 
being  that,  of  which  the  former  writ  little,  but  the 
latter  very  many  things ;  and  yet  both  kept  the  farne 
fecret  to  themfelves  onely,  infomuch  as  Belmont  dif- 
covered  it  not,  even  to  his  own  Son  ;  and  other 
Men,  his  intimates,  requiring  it  of  him,  he  put  off, 
faying.  It  is  an  Ens  'very  dijficult  to  be  ac(\uired :  and 
thus  he  freed  himfelf  from  the  importunate  Intrea¬ 
ties  of  many.  And  how  little  others  could  get  out 
of  him,  ismanifeft  by  the  following  Saying,  which 
is  thought  to  be  his.  fhe  Licjuor  Alcahefi:  is  made  of 
Blood  and  Urine.  It  is  credible  that  he  might  make 
fuch  an  Alcahefi  of  tho(e  Subjeds.  But  the  reafon 
'  why  that  kind  of  Alcahefi  may  be  prepared  of  Blood 
and  Urine,  as  well  as  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  and  Spirit  of 
Urine,  is  this :  There  is  a  great  affinity  and  fimili- 
tude  between  the  Macrocofin  and  Microcofm,  'viz,. 
Man  ;  infomuch  as  whatfoever  may  be  had  in  the 
Macrocofi-n,  may  alfo  be  found  in  the  leffer  World 
Man.  For  as  in  the  great  World  an  Univerfal  Aci¬ 
dity,  was.  Vitriol,  commonly  is  generated  in  Subter¬ 
ranean  Fibres,  Beds  or  Veins,  and  is  there  kept  in 
perpetual  Digeftion  by  the  Central  Fire  of  the  Earth, 
and  at  length  ripened  into  Mineral  and  Metallick 
Bodies  ;  fo  alfo,  in  the  Body  of  every  Man,  the 
Blood  of  the  Veins  (  as  an  Univerfal  Microcofmick 
Acidity)  is  generated,  and  by  long  Digeftion  of  the 
central  Fire  of  the  Heart  augmented ,  meliorated, 
and  at  length  tranfmuted  into  Flefh,  Skin,  and  Bones, 
Therefore,  in  the  Blood  of  Men  or  Animals  you  may 


find  an  Acidity,  like  to  that  which  is  found  in  the 
great  World  :  Hence  it  may  be  faid,  that  our  Secret 
Salmiack  may  as  well  be  prepared  of  the  Blood  and 
Urine  of  Animals,  as  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  and  Spirit  of 
Urine.  Nevertheileft,  I  fay  there  is  a  vaft  difference 
between  thefe  two  ;  for  Oil  of  Vitriol  may  be  amen¬ 
ded  and  rendred  more  fubtile  by  Redification,  which 
Subtiliation  cannot  be  effeded  with  the  Vitriolate 
Acidity  of  the  Blood  of  Animals.  Therefore  we  defer- 
vedly  give  t^e  Priority  to  this  redified  Oil  of  Vitriol, 
as  being  that,  which  in  every  Chymical  Labour  is 
found  far  more  efficacious  than  that  of  Blood.  For 
this  caufe  leaving  that  Blood,  let  uS  fet  about  the 
Preparation  of  our  Secret  Salmiack,  with  cleanfed 
Oil  of  Vitriol  and  Spirit  of  Urine  fubtily  redified. 


The  ivay  of  making  our  Secret  Sal-Armoniack.- 

REcipe  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  excellently  well  defleg- 
mated  and  redified,  one  pound  ;  upon  which 
Oil  of  Vitriol,  leifurely  pour  on  fb  much  highly  rec¬ 
tified  Spirit  of  Urine,  as  untill  there  is  no  more  adi- 
on  each  upon  other,  but  they  be  mortified  and  ftilk 
In  that  Conjundion,  from  two  Contraries,  arifeth 
a  middle  Salt.  This  Operation  being  lightly  per¬ 
formed,  you  will  find  a  (harp  penetrating  Liquor,  in 
which  is  a  power  of  carrying  upwards  with  itfelf  the 
pureft  Effences  from  Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Me¬ 
tals  :  which  is  what  no  other  Entity  in  Nature  is 
able  to  perform  the  like,  as  we  purpofe  to  fhew. 
Therefore  if  any  one,  defirous  to  make  of  this  Salt 
Liquor  a  dry  Salmiack,  do  in  gentle  heat  of  Balneo 
abftrad  the  unfavoury  Water  thence,  in  the  bottom 
will  remain  a  fair  white  Salt,  ^hkh  is  our  Secret 
Sal-Armoniack  ;  by  the  benefit  of  which  wonderous 
Works,  may  be  performed  in  Medicine  and  Chymi- 
ftry,  as  hereafter  you  fhall  hear.  Now  follows 

The  Ufe  of  our  Salmiack,  by  the  helf  of  which,  from 
Vegetables  may  be  extraSled  very  efficaciom,  and 
indeed  incomparable  Effences. 

HO  W  or  which  way  the  Ancient  and  Modern 
Spagyrifis  prepared  their  Effences  of  Vegetables, 
is  now  long  fince  well  known  throughout  the  Wot  Id, 
viz,,  by  Spirit  of  Wine.  Which  way  of  Extrading  is 
indeed  of  it  felf  a  Work  very  chargeable ;  yet  Spirit 
of  Wine  readily  extrads  the  Effences  of  Vegetables 
and  Animals,  leaving  the  unprofitable  Fsces  behind. 
Alfo,  it  is  not  unknown  to  us,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  in 
extra^ion  fb  notably  changeth  the  Virtues  of  things 
extradcd  by  it,  as  the  Extrad  is  of  left  force  than 
the  Simple  whence  it  was  made,  and  that  moft  ma- 
nifeftly  in  Catharticks  or  Purging  SimjJles,  infomuch 
as  commonly  the  Dole  of  thQ  ExtraSl  muft  be  greater 
than  of  the  Simple  it  felf.  The  reafon 'is,  becaufe  all 
Purgers  acquire  the  greateft  part  of  their  Cathartick 
faculty  from  that  crude  and  immature  Subftance, 
with  which  they  oppofe  the  Stomach,  and  therefore 
are  not  entertained  by  it,  but  prefently  expelled, 
during  which  Expulfion  the  Excrements  alfo  are  caft 
out.  Therefore  the  ftronger  Crudity  is  predominant 
in  Purging  things,  the  more  impetuoufly  do  they 
move  the  Stomach  ;  and  the  more  ftrongly  the  Sto- 
maclr  cafts  out  and  expells  that,  fo  much  the  more 
vehemently  alfo  are  the  noxious  Humours  of  the 
Body  caft  up.  If  a  Cathartick  be  too  crude,  rough 
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and  immature,  the  Stomach  rejeds  it  much  more 
ftrpngly ,  becaufe  the  whole  of  Nature  is  thereby 
difturbed,  and  with  all  its  might  endeavours  wholly 
to  expell  fuch  a  rude  gueft.  In  which  violent  ex- 
pulfipn,  the  Radical  Humours  are  expelled  out  of 
the  Body,  together  with  the  Excrements,  that  the 
Body  may  be  totally  freed  and  disburthened  of  the 
pernicious  filth  of  them. 

The  Stomach  Ib  abhors  Ibme  Vegetables,  and  is 
I  fb  impatient  of  giving  them  any  time  to  abide  there, 

I  that  they  may  by  little  and  little  be  expelled  down- 
t  ward  by  Seidge,  as  it  ( enraged  with  fo  great  naufe- 
1  ating  and  loathing )  violently  calls  them  up.  In 
which  Excretion  a  tenacious  vifcous  Choler,  always 
1  hurtfull  to  the  Stomach,  is  expelled,  which  would 
I  difficultly  otherwife  be  call  out  by  gentle  Purgati- 
!  ons ,  as  is  feen  in  Jfarahacca  and  Hellebore.  For  as 
i  often  as  they  are  taken  by  a  fick  Man,  without  any 
i  previous  Preparation,  they  continually  excite  Vomi- 
i  miting  ;  but  if  extraded  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  they 
vomit  not,  but  onely  work  downward, 
i  By  all  which  it  appears,  that  Spirit  of  Wine,  in 
I  extrading  the  ElTences  of  Vegetables  (  by  its  natural 
'  power )  fo  notably  changeth  the  Virtues  of  Herbs, 

I  as  it  is  not  fit  to  be  ufed  for  all  kinds  of  Extradions  ^ 

1  and  that  by  reafon  of  its  Nature  varying  or  altering 
I  the  property  of  things.  Nor  can  you,  in  Ibme  Dif 
cafes,  fafely  ufe  thole  Extrads  which  are  made  by 
Spirit  of  \Vine ,  becaufe  Extrads  are  heightned  in 
their  Heat  by  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ,  and  therefore 
^  ihould  be  avoided  in  acute  or  burning  Dileafes.  On 
j  the  contrary,  our  Menfiruum^  viz.  our  Secret  Sal- 
\  Armoniack,  in  Extradion,  alters  not  the  Virtues  of 
j  Species  for  which  it  is  ufed,  but  extrads  from  them 
onely  what  is  moft  pure,  and  carries  over  with  it 
!  by  Alembeck,  a  certain  moft  fweet  EflTence,  which 
j  Spirit  of  Wine  can  in  no- wife  perform.  Therefore 
I  \ve  defervedly  give  Priority  to  our  Liquor  Alcahefi 
i  in  extrading  the  Eflences  of  Vegetables  and  Anirnals. 

'  Yet  we  would  by  no  means  labour  to  bring  Spirit  of 
j  Wine  into  contempt,  fince  it,  in  fbme  flibjeds,  fb 
I  excellently  exercifeth  its  power,  as  it  gives  place  to 
I  no  other  thing.  But  the  Water  of  our  Secret  Sal- 
!  Arffjofiiach  perfeds  its  Extradion  in  a  far  differing 
'  manner  ;  becaufe,  by  the  help  of  Art,  that  conjund 
‘  of  two  (harp  penetrating  Entities  (  viz.  Acid  Otl  of 
I  Vitriol^  and  Alcalifate  Spirit  of  Urine  )  is  reduced  into 
I  one  temperate  middle  Salt,  which  Salt  is  almoft  of 
j  the  fame  difpofition  as  common  Salmiack ,  except 
that  iri  all  its  Operations  it  is  found  to  be  more  fharp, 
more  penetrating  and  more  efficacious  than  it. 

Now  let  us  come  to  the  matter  it  felf,  that  we 
may  fee  of  how  great  ufe  our  Alcalifate  Vttriof  or 
Vitriolate  Alcali,  is  for  preparing  fome  famous  Me_ 
dieine.  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  worth  my  while,  if  I 
fir  ft  of  all  begin  with  that  Medicine  which  Paraceljus 
taught  to  be  made  of  Aloes y  Myrrh,  and  Saffron,  and 
is  by  venerable  Antiquity,  and  by  all  Authours  of 
of  long  life  highly  commended  ,  and  named 
Troprietatis.  And  fince  Paraceljus  in  defcribing  fo 
noble  a  Medicine ,  ufed  few  words ,  but  enlarged 
them  much  in  extolling  his  Elixir  Proprietatis,  it  will 
not  be  amils  for  usj  in  this  place,  to  tranfcribe  his 

own  Words  following,  thus  :  ^ 

“  So  alfo  Nature  fneweth  us  an  Elixir,  is  that 
“  which  of  Natural  things  may  be  made  compleatly 
perfed  in  its  proper  Eliencc.  Such  is  the  Elixir  of 
“  Myrrh,  Saffron,  and  yellow  Epatick- Aloes.  But 
whence  they  have  this  power,  we  have  fli^wed 


“  in  the  generation  of  them.  But  we  come  riow  to 
the  Procefs,  ( omitting  their  beginning ,  of  which 
we  fpake  before  )  v/hich  runs  thus. 

“  Recipe  of  Myrrh,  Epatick,  Allocs  an4  Saffron, 
“  of  each  one  Part,  which  digeft  together  in  a  Pelli- 
“  can  placed  in  Sand,  for  two  Months  with  gentle 
“  heat. ,  Then  by  Alembeck  feparate  the  Oil  from 
“  the  Feeces  without  Aduftion.  This  Oil  digeft  to- 
“  gether  with  an  equal  Weight  of  the  Circulate  for 
“  one  Month,  afterward  keep  It. 

“  In  this  are  all  the  natural  Vertues  of  a  Bal^m, 
“  and  a  greater  confervative  Vertue  for  thofe  that 
“  are  aged,  than  is  lawfull  for  a  man  to  utter  : 
“  becaufe  from  it  proceeds  not  one  Age  onely,  but 
“  4, 7  or  10,  &c.  It  Is  fcarcely  poflible  to  exprefs  the 
“  Vertues  and  Natures  of  it:  But  as  we  ludge, 
“  enough  is  difeovered  by  us  already ,which  we  think 
“  needs  no  further  Interpretation, 

Here  Paracelfus  defcribes  his  Elixir  in  words  fb 
obfeure,  and  likely  to  caufe  Errour,  as  no  man  un- 
till  this  day  could  ever  prepare  any  thing  that  was 
excellent,  according  to  the  tenour  of  his  Words : 
Helmom  among  others  complaining,  that  he  concea¬ 
led  the  ufe  of  the  Alcaheft  in  defcribing  the  manner 
of  that  Preparation.  For  whofoever  ufeth  that,  in 
fuch  a  Preparation,  he  obtains  a  Medicine  of  fb  great 
vertue,  as  it  is  able  to  do  whatfbever  Paracelfus  a- 
feribes  to  his  Elixir  Proprietatis. 

But  if  any  man  be  not  fatisfied  in  what  is  here 
publifhed  by  me,  let  him  confult  Helmont  difcourfing 
thereof  more  at  large. 

Now  behold  here  prefented  to  thee  my  Procefs 
for  preparing  a  Medicine  of  thefe  three  Species  re¬ 
duced  to  Powder,  viz,,  of  Myrrh,  Alloes  and  Saf¬ 
fron.  I  took  of  that  mixture  8  Lotones,  4  Ounces, 
which  I  put  into  a  Phial,  and  upon  the  fame  poured 
one  Pound  and  half  of  our  good  Alcaheftick  Liquor, 
thefe  I  fet  into  a  warm  Bath  to  be  digefted  for  two 
or  three  Days.  During  this  digeftion  our  fharp  Li¬ 
quor  dilfolved  thefe  Species,  and  very  well  united  it 
felf  to  them.  This  being  done,  I  poured  the  whole 
mixture  out  of  the  Phial  into  a  low  Cucurbit  of 
Glafs,  and  well  luted  the  Head  to  the  Receiver,  and 
by  gentle  heat  of  Balneo  caufed  whatfbever  would 
afeend,  to  be  gathered  apart  in  feveral  Recipients 

I.  A  white  penetrating  Aromatick  Spirit,  of  a  moft 
fragrant  Odour  according  to  Helmont's  words.^ 

i.  A  yellow  and  red  Spirit,  and  both  indeed 
very  efficacious.  Yet  each  of  thefe  fhould  be  rocei-. 

ved  apart.  , 

5.  Laftly  toward  the  end  (  after  all  the  moifture 
is  afeended,  and  the  Fire  is  a  little  fomewhat  encrea- 
fed  )  a  ftrong  feented  red  oleaginous  alkalifate  Li¬ 
quor  ;  which  is  fuch  as  ferves  inftead  of  a  Balfam, 
moft  excellent,  prcfently  helping  or  very  falutary  in 
all  green  Wounds  and  fiftulous  Ulcers.  The  fubtile 
Spirit  fhould  be  adminiftred  inwardly,  for  comfort¬ 
ing  or  fuppling  the  Bcdy  with  all  its  internal  Mem¬ 
bers  and  for  preferving  the  fame  magiftrally  from 
all  vitious  affeifts.  Such  a  moft  prefent  Remedy  is 
earneftly  defired,  by  the  aged  and  weak.  The  In¬ 
gredients  are  of  a  Balfamick  Difpofition,  and  the 
preparation  of  them  is  artificial  and  fubtil,  lb  as  a 
famous  Medicine  cannot  choofe  but  be  made  of  them. 
For  our  Salmiack  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  by  it  all 
Vertues  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals  are  ex¬ 
alted  amplified  and  mdiorated,  and  that  by  reafon 
of  the  Exaltation  by  it  inferred  on  the  Subjedtsin 
elaborating ;  as  may  more  exadly  be  karned,  when 
any  one  goes  about  to  prepare  the  lame,  and  fhall 


i8o 


The  Seventh  Yart  of  Part  II. 


as  it  were  with  his  hand,  palpably  touch  the  vertue, 
and  difcern  the  verity  thereof.  Therefore  here  is 
inftituted  a  Procefs  of  preparing  Saffron,  Aloes  and 
Myrrh,  by  which  you  may  know  how  to  work 
with  other  Vegetable  and  Animal  Subjects,  fo  as  we 
have  no  neceffity  of  prefcribing  a  peculiar  Procefs 
for  every  Medicine.  Here  onely  it  is  to  be  noted, 
that  an  accurate  Regard  is  to  be  had  of  weight  and 
meafurein  mixing  the  Subjects  with  the  Liquor  Al- 
caheft.  For  if  lefs  of  the  ArrUoniack  Liquor  than 
is  fit  be  added  to  a  dry  matter,  all  the  Liquor  fo 
includes  it  felf  in  the  dry  matter,  as  little  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  can  afcefnd  in  diftilling.  But  if  more  of  the  Li¬ 
quor' be  poured  on  than  is  fit,  the  afcending Spirit 
will  not  be  efficacious  enough,  becaufc  the  vertue  of 
that  Subjed  diffufeth  it  felf  too  largely  into  that  a- 
boundance  of  Spirit.  Wherefore  in  all  things  mea- 
fiire  and  weight  arc  to  be  obferved.  Dry  Specks, 
fuch  are  Herbs,  Roots,  Seeds  and  Flowers,  drink  up 
much  Water  ;  but  Woods  not  fb  mauch.  Stones  and 
their  like,  much  lefs  than  they.  Therefore,  if  any 
one,  in  labours  of  this  kind  would  do  fomething  to 
purpofe,  he  had  need  to  be  wary,  that  he  do  neither 
too  much,  nor  too  little,  but  in  all  things  obferve  a 
mean :  fo  doing,  he  fhall  fuffer  no  lofs,  nor  ever  la¬ 
bour  in  vain.  For  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  defcribe 
all  Arcanums  fb  evidently,  as  every  Clown  may  com¬ 
prehend  the  fame  without  any  fearch. 

I  have  here  laid  Foundations  with  reafon  fufficient, 
every  one  may  build,  or  not  build  upon  them  as  he 
pleafbth.  Alfo  he  may  read  Helmont,  who  did  in¬ 
deed  of  this  matter  write  largely  enough,  yet  he  is 
not  always  to  be  underfiood  according  to  the  Let¬ 
ter  ;  for  in  moft  places  of  his  Bqoks,  he  concealed  his 
manual  Operations,  efpecially  in  his  Book  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  where  he  treats  of  the  C  edar  Wood. 
The  preparation  of  the  fame  requires  no  tedious 
long  fpacc  of  time,  but  it  may  be  performed  in  a 
few  hours.  Indeed  it  would  be  the  .part  of  good 
Phyficians  to  introduce  this  Preparation  nf  more  no¬ 
ble  Medicines  into  their  Apothecaries  Ihops,  and 
thence  to  exclude  fbme  part  of  their  oorrupted  Reme¬ 
dies'.  For  this  being  done,  fb  many  men  would  not 
be  bafely  neglected,  nor  untimely  hurried  out  of  this 
Life,  by  the  ufe  of  unprofitable  Medicaments,  as  too 
too  often  now  are 

It  is  not  enough  for  you  to  have  a  Name  from 
Galen,  afid.in  the  mean  while  not  at  all  tread  the 
Footfteps  of  Galen’?,  vertues.  Galen  was  an  honeft 
Heathen,  and  whatfoe.ver  he.  had  gathered  with 
much  and  long  ftudy,.  he  left  to  us  accurately  writ¬ 
ten  before  his  Death.  ' 

How  experienced  a  man  in  Medicine  Hippocrates 
was,  his  Writings  do  clearly  fhew. 

Alfo  that  Avken  wasan'induftrious  Phyfician,  by 
his  remaining  Litterary  Monuments,  is  very  mani- 
feft,  and  efpecially  by  that  Epiftle,  which  he  writ  to 
his  Son  Ahaii ;  for  in  that  he  commands  him  firft 
to  furnifh  himfelf  with  fixty  Pound  of  moft  pure 
Mercurial  Water  (  whence  he  fhould  make  the  uni- 
vetfal  Medicine;  before  he  prefumed  to  proceed  to 
Coagulation  of  the  Stone. 

Thefe  indeed  were  men  adorned  with  high  Expe¬ 
rience  and  a  good  Confcience,  who  gloried  not  in- 
the  bare  Name  of  Chief  Phyficians,  but  proved 
thernfelves  fuch  indeed,  fhewing,  that  they  were 
not  idle  Adorers  of  the  Goddefs  '  Vacua,  but  men 
moft  laborious,  as  becomes  every  confeientious  Phy¬ 
fician  to  be. 

Touching  that  Mercurial  Water,  which  Avken 


commended  fb  much  to  his  Son,  for  making  (  of  it  j  f 
the  Univerfal  Medicine,  we  fliall  here  following 
(  Jehovah  affifting  )  fomewhat  more  largely  fpeak,  i 

viz,,  how  it,  by  our  Salmiack  may  be  extracted  from  ) 

Metals,  and  then  be  coagulated  into  an  Univerfal  1 1 
Medicine.  | 

Indeed,  particular  Medicaments  are  not  to  be  l! 
contemned  but  to  be  efteemed  as  good  things,  to 
them  that  make  a  good  ufc  of  them.  But  UniW-  * 
fals  are  fought  by  Phyficians,  being  fuch,  as  by 
which  they  can  get  more  Honour  and  Riches,  than 
by  Particulars,  becaufe  they  are  known  even  to  ! 
every  old  Woman.  Univerfals  are  not  to  be  ufed 
after  the  manner  of  Particulars,  particularly  to  ferve 
for  this  or  that  Member  of  the  Body,  or  to  refift  and 
heal  this  or  that  Difeafe  onely :  but  they  feek  out 
every  Chachexy  ( which  lies  privily  difperfed  through  , ' 
all  parts  of  the  Body,  impairing  Health;  and  having  j 
fought  it  out,  caft  it  forth  of  the  Body,  as  well  vifi- 
fibly  as  invifibly  through  all  Emundlories,  as  fhall 
feem  good  to  Nature,  and  will  be  moft  conducent 
to  health.  Univerfals  confume  occult  Difeafes  hid-  ) 
den  in  the  Body  of  man,  as  Fire  confumes  Wood,  j 
Alfo  Univerfals  tinge  every  vitious  Habit  of  the  Bo-  i  >i 
dy  (  w'hich  otherwife  can  be  expelled  by  no  parti-  I 
cular  Medicine)  and  tranfmute  it  into  a  better  State,  !; 
fb  as  the  Evil  of  the  Diftemper  is  inverted  and  con- .  j 
verted  into  good,  in  the  place  where  it  is  hofpited, 
no  further  expulfion  being  required.  OflikeUni- 
veifals,  we  will  afterwards  (  God  giving  leave  ) 
fpeak  more  at  large.  Now  the  time  admonifheth  us 
to  return  to  omSal  Armoniack,  to  contemplate  what 
farther  fruit  of  Utility  it  is  able  to  effed  in  Medicine. 

Helmont,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Stone  makes  men- 
tion  of  a  certain  Medicine,  which  by  his  Alcaheft  he 
prepared  of  Paraceljus  his  Ludus,  which  would  re- 
folve  the  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  and  expel  it  in  four¬ 
teen  Days.  Paraceljus  aferibes  to  his  Ludus  wonder- 
full  Vertues,  which  it  exercifeth  in  breaking  and  ex¬ 
pelling  the  Stone  of  the  Reins  and  Bladder.  '  lb 
which  Helmont  polits  his  Foundation,  fhewing  where 
fuch  a  Ludus  may  be  found,  and  how  by  his  Alca¬ 
heft  it  may  be  prepared  into  a  Medicine  fo  admira-  | 
ble,  as  it  becomes  the  fupream  Remedy  againft  the  i 
Stone. 

As  touching  the  Ludus  it  felf,  Helmont  faith  of  it, 
that  it  may  be  copioufly  found  in  the  Scald  fhores 
at  Antwerp,  and  that  it  for  the  moft  part  confifts  of  : 
a  certain  volatile  Macrocofmick  Urinous  Salt:  and  I  ' 
making  fearch  into  the  fame,  have  found  it  juft  as 
he  deferibed.  Likewife,  I  alfb,  according  to  his  ' 
preferibed  Rule,  endeavoured  to  make  fuch  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Medicine,  and  then  found  the  Liquor  of  the 
Ludus  to  be  fuch  as  he  affirms  he  himfelf  made  by 
his  Acaheft,  viz,,  this  way. 

I  took  one  Pound  of  that  Ludus  beaten  to  Powder, 
and  mixed  it  with  one  Pound  of  our  Secret  Salmiack, 
and  thence  drew  off  the  volatile  Humidity  with  gentle 
Fire  in  a  coated  Retort ;  and  then  augmenting  the 
Fire  until  the  Retort  was  very  hot  all  over.  When 
all  was  cold,  I  found  the  Ludus  with  the  more  fixed 
part  of  our  Salmiack  melted  together  into  a  yellow- 
ifli  dark  coloured  Stone,  which  (  according  to  his 
Dodrine)  I  laid  in  a  moift  Cellar  to  be  diffolved, 
and  that  Stone  in  24  hours  was  refblved  into  a 
greenifh  Liquor,  and  it  had  a  burning  Tafte  upon 

"Fongue,  yet  it  is  not  loathfome  to  be  taken  into 
the  Body,  with  Wine,  Beer,  or  other  fuitable  Vehi-  . 
cles  of  Water.  I  my  felf  alfo  have  given  this  Liquor* 
to  fome  troubled  with  the  Stone,  who  by  taking  it 
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were  greatly  eafed.  But  that  the  whole  Stone  Ihould 
bv  help  of  that  be  refolved  and  call  our,  in  fo  (hort 
a  fpace  of  time,  I  have  not  yet  found.  Hence  here 
it  feems  to  me,  that  Helmont  (  as  did  Faracelfus  in 
the  Preparation  of  his  Elixir  Proprietatis,  and  the  in¬ 
credible  Vertue  thereof  )  hath  extolled  his  Remedies 
with  a  too  much  elated  Style.  They  are  alTuredly 
admirable  Medicaments,  but  that  they  are  able  to 
etfeft  lb  much  (  in  all  men  without  diftindion  )  as 
areafcribed  to  them,  I  cannot  alTentingly  witnefs, 
although  1  was  at  great  expences,  and  not  a  little 
turmoiled  about  them,  yet  in  the  mean  while  I  found 
out  many  excellent  things,  the  Declaration  of  all 
which  would  be  too  tedious  to  be  here  inferred.  But 
'  1  muft  needs,  in  this  place,  infert  forne  few  of  thofe 
many  things  I  then  found  out. 

If  any  one  apply  to  the  Seeds  or  Roots  of  thofe 
Herbs  which  are  commonly  wont  to  beadminiftred, 
for  expelling  Urine  and  the  Stone,  (  the  Seeds  or 
Roots  being  tirft  reduced  to  Powder  )  a  little  of  our 
Salmtacal  Water,  and  digcft  it  in  gentle  heat  of  Bal¬ 
neo  for  2,4  hours,  and  afterward  diftil  it,  a  moff 
efficacious  Spirit  will  afcend  ;  which  Spirit  I  have 
found  to  be  more  excellent  in  expelling  the  Stone, 
than  the  Luius.  In  like  manner  thofe  infeds,  which 
ftrongly  provoke  Urine  and  the  Stone,  I  have  alfo 
digefted  and  diftilled  with  our  Liquor  Sal  Armo- 
niack,  and  got  a  Spirit  more  ftrongly  expelling  Urine, 
than  any  Spirit  prepared  of  Herbs.  Wherefore  this 
is  to  be  warily  ufed,  and  fuch  forcibly  expelling  things 
•well  obferved,  among  which  more  forcible  than  all 
other  are  the  fat  evilly  finelling  black  Worms  of  May, 
and  Cantharides. 

After  the  fame  manner,  as  we  have  taught  to  be 
here  done,  may  alfo  be  inftituted  an  Operation  for 
extrading  (  by  diftillation)  from  all  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Subjeds  their  moft  potent  Vertues  and  pureft 
Eflences,  by  our  Vitriolate  Alcalick  Water;  'viz,. 
from  Aromaticks,  egregious  Cordials  ;  from  Woods 
and  Roots  of  Sudorifick  Herbs,  famous  Diaphore- 
ricks;  from  foporiferous  Simples,  admirable  Ano- 
■  dines;  from  purging  things  moft  excellent  Cathar- 
‘  ticks,  &c.  Bur  there  is  no  reafon  I  fhould  longer 
^infift  on  thefe  things  of  lefs  value,  fince  every  skilfull 
man  can  prepare  himfe’f  fuch  medicinal  Spirits  as  he 
hath  need  of.  Here  he  cannot  eafily  commit  error, 
fince  for  all  Herbs,  Seeds,  Roots,  Flowers,  and 
Woods,  there  is  but  one  onely  way  of  preparing 
them  into  moft  efficacious  Elfences,  by  our  vitriolate 
Alcaly.  But  a  better  way  than  any  other,  yet  to 
be  difeovered,  how  by  our  Urinous  Liquor,  yet  more 
efficacious  Eflences  may  be  extrad;ed  from  Vegetables 
and  Animals,  is  this : 

Weare  not  ignorant,  that  Spirit  of  Wine,  which 
is  for  the  moft  part  generally  ufed  for  Extradion  of 
Vegetables,  doth  not  fufficiently  extrad  them,  nor 
carry  upwards  with  it  felt  what  is  extraded ;  bul:  per 
fe  onely  afeends,  and  leaves  the  Extrad  in  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Veflel.  On  the  contrary,  our  vitriolate 
Spirit  of  Urine  much  more  fharp  than  Spirit  of 
Wine  )  doth  not  onely  powerfully  invade  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  and  attrad  to  it  felf  their  Elfences,  but  alfo  in 
diftillation  carries  them  up  with  it  felf,  which  is  im 
podible  for  Spirit  of  Wine  to  do.  For  although  the 
Spirit  of  Urine  (  according  to  the  external  Face  ) 
doth  as  it  were  mortifie  the  corrofive  Oil  of  Vitriol, 
and  change  it  into  a  volatile  Salt,  and  the  Gil  of 
Vitriol  coagulates  the  fubtile  Spirit  of  Urine  into  a 
volatile  Sait,  infomuch  as  of  two  unlike  Entities  is 
made  a  middle  Salt ;  yet  both  thofe  unlike  parts  are' 


not  wholly  changed  in  their  former  Nature.  For 
the  Acidity  of  Vitriol  remains  yet  acid,  and  the  Uri- 
noufnefs  of  the  Urine  urinous  ;  and  both  alfo  by  the 
help  of  Art  may  again  be  feparated  each  from  other, 
fo  as  either  of  them  may  perfedly  recover  its  own 
priftine  qualities,  and  nothing  of  them  be  found  to 
be  loft.  As  for  example,  fuppofe 

It  be  required,  that  I  fhould  recover  my  Spirit 
of  Urine,  as  pure  and  fubtile  as  it  was  when  pou¬ 
red  on  the  Oil  of  Vitriol ;  Then  I  add  to  our  Sal- 
miack  (according  to  juft  meafure  and  weight; 
onely  fb  much  Uxivium  as  of  the  Acidity  is  morti¬ 
fied,  and  the  Spirit  of  Urine  afeends  fubtilly  pure 
again,  and  full  as  good  as  it  was  before  its  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Oil  of  Vitriol.  But  the  Oil  of  Vitriol 
IS  altered,  and  by  the  Salt  of  Tartar  reduced  into  a 
middle  Salt,  which  alfo  wants  not  its  Fruit  of  Utility 
in  Medicine  and  Chymiftry.  If  you  would  from 
this  mixture  recover  our  Acidity  with  the  Spirit  of 
Urine,  add  to  our  Salmiack  a  Subje^:  eafily  diflblva- 
ble  ;  mix  and  give  a  gentle  Fire,  for  then  the  Acidi¬ 
ty  fets  upon  that  Subjedt  eafie  to  be  dilTolved,  and 
diflblves  the  fame,  and  makes  abundance  of  its  con¬ 
comitant  Spirit  of  Urine  to  afcend,  which  in  its  afeent 
takes,  up  with  it  felf  the  pureft  Eflence  oftheSub- 
jedt  added,  Joofed  by  the  Acidity  in  Solution,  and 
thenceforth  may  be  ufed  for  Medicine  and  Chymi¬ 
ftry,  according  as  the  Subjedt  was.  For  Example, 
If  I  add  red  Corals  beaten  to  Powder  to  my  Alca- 
heftick  Liquor,  the  Acidity  corrodes  thofe  Corals 
without  any  delay,  and  lets  go  the  Spirit  of  Urine, 
which  bi'ings  over  .the  helm  with  it  felf  the  Elfence 
of  Corals.  But  the  Acidity,  when  you  pleafe  may 
by  diftillation  be  feparated  from  the  Corals.  If  to 
our  Liquor  be  added  Pearls,  the  Spirit  carries  the 
vertue  of  them  upward  with  it  felf.  And  if -you  add 
Stones,  Minerals  and  Metals,  the  Spirit  of  Urine  doth 
hkewife  carry  up  with  it  felf  the  Elfences  of  them. 
But  the  Acidity  remains  in  the  bottom  with  the 
Stone  or  Metal,  and  may  afterward  diverfly  be  a- 
gain  leparated  from  the  Scone  or  Metal,  and  applied 
to  this  or  another  ufe. 

Having  already  heard  .how  the  moft  pure  Elfences 
of  Vegetables  and  Animals,  by  our  fecret  Sal  Armo- 
piack  are  to  be  diftilled  by  afeent,  let  us  now  alfo  fee, 
how  Metals  and  Minerals  may  be  highly  purged  by 
the  fame,and  reduced  to  their  firft  matter :  which  firft 
matter  is  no  other  than  a  moft  fubtil  Mercurial  Wa¬ 
ter,  in  which  the  pureft  part  of  the  Metal  is  latent 
in  the  form  of  running  Mercury,  which  Mercury 
is  fit  for  preparing  wbatfoever  Work  you  will  of  ir^ 
either  Sol  or  Luna  particularly,  or  a  true  Univerlal 
Tinfture,  vaftly  tinging.  Nature,  in  the  Bowels  of 
the  Earth  did  primordially  generate  all  Metals  of 
fuch  a  volatile  Mercury.  For  when  the  Afirums^ 
through  the  Air,  leminate  their  metallick  Seed,  that 
Seed  is  from  the  Air  introduced  into  the  Earth, 
where  that,  as  matter  clean  or  unclean  offers  it  lelf^ 
produceth  Metals  either  pure  or  impure.  Wherefore 
Philofophers  rightly  determine  the  Root  of  Metals  to 
be  fited  in  the  Air,  but  their  ftem  and  branches  in 
the  Earth.  Daily  experience  teacheth  us  to  give 
credit  to  this,  as  often  as  in  digging  we  come  to  the 
deepeft  feituarion  of  Metals,  great  Experiments  of 
this  matter  dilcover  themlelves  to  us,  but  becaufe 
touching  this  enough  hath  been  laid  already,  we 
forbear  to  proceed  further  in  fuch  a  Difeourfe.  Here 
enough  is  laid,  qamely,  that  we  know  the  Original 
and  beginning  of  all  Metals  to  be  no  other,  than  an 
Airy  fubtile  Spirit,  in  which  are  reconded  the  Sul* 
-  Aaa  phuy 
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phur  and  of  Merabs.  Therefore,  lince  here 

my  purpofe  is  to  give  lb  great  Information  to  every 
moft  unskilfull  man,  and  as  it  were  to  put  that  in 
bis  hands,  which  may  be  done  by  the  help  of  our 
lecret  Seilwieickf  I  think  not  amifs  openly  to  dilco 
ver  certain  Examples  of  Procefles,  evincing  the 
power  of  the  lame.  Wherefore  I  here  offer  a  Pof- 
fible 

Ifay  of  f  reparing  a  fuhtile  Mercurial  Water  (fromivhich 
a  running  Adercury^  called  by  Adedent  Thilofophers, 
the  Mercury  of  Vhilofophcrs,  may  by  the  help  of  Art  be 
ripened  into  a  mo  ft  potent  IfinHure  )  out  of  all  Metals 
by  the  benefit  of  cur  fecret  Sal  ^rmoniack. 

Let  the  Searcher  of  Art  know,  that  the  Prepa 
ration  of  the  Mercury  of  Metals  and  Minerals,  is 
of  a  diverfe  kind. 

But  generally,  a  Mercurial  Water  may  be  prepa 
red  of  all  Metals,  yet  of  one  more  eafily,  than  of 
another. 

Recipe  the  filings  or  rafpings  of  a  Metal,  as  Mars, 
Jupiter  or  f^enus,  one  Pound,  with  which  mix  half  a 
pound  of  our  dry  Salmiack.  If  thefe  be  well  mixed 
and  by  Retort  diftilled,  the  metal  will  be  corroded 
by  the  Acidity,  and  the  Mercury  thereof  be  freed 
from  its  bonds,  or  feparated  by  Diftillation,  becaule 
the  Spirit  of  Urine  carries  that  up  with  it  felf  invifi 
bly  ;  but  when  the  Spirit  is  extradled  from  it,  it  be 
comes  vifible,  as  afterward  fhall  be  taught. 

If  you  pulverife  the  Remanency  or  Refid  ue  of  the 
Metal,  and  boil  it  with  Water,  you  will  have  the 
Vitriol  of  that  Metal  you  ufed,  'viz.  of  Mars  green, 
of  Venus  blew,  of  Jupiter,  Saturn  and  Luna^  white, 
of  Sol  yellow,  The  caufe  of  fiich  Vitriol  is  this  : 
fince  the  Acidity  of  our  Salmiack  adheres  to  the  Me¬ 
tal,  it  in  fome  fort  diflblves  that,  and  in  fuch  wife 
prepares  it,  as  by  the  help  of  common  Water,  the 
feme  may  eafily  be  diflblved. 

Note :  If  the  Metal  (  which  fhall  remain  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Velfel,  after  the  Vitriol  is  extraded 
from  the  fame  by  the  help  of  Water)  be  mixed  with 
frefh  Salmiack,  that  will  again  be  conducible,  but 
not  yield  you  fo  much  Mercury  as  you  got  the  firft 
time.  And  if  you  make  the  feme  trial  a  third  time, 
a  little  Mercury  will  afeend,  but  not  fo  much  as  did 
the  fecond  time. 

Which  cropping  of  golden  Branches  from  the 
*  (haded  Tree  Virgtl  excellently  difeovered  when  he 
faid;  One  being  pulled  off,  another  fucceeds,  if  the 
Fates  call  thee,  otherwife  by  no  ftrength,  nor  any 
Iron,  canft  thou  pull  otf  that  Branch.  Of  which 
cropped  or  pulled  off  Branches,  the  firft  is  greateft, 
and  moft  rich  with  Gold  ;  the  fecond  is  left  and 
more  poor  ;  the  third  much  left  and  moft  poor. 
Therefore  it  will  be  no  profit  to  you  to  pluck  off 
more  than  one  Branch,  but  it  is  better  in  proceeding 
further,  always  to  take  new  matter. 

Out  of  that  Vitriol  in  another  certain  manner. 
Mercury  may  again  be  extracted,  which  Mercury  will 
be  far  more  noble  than  the  firft,  as  fhall  be  fhewed 
more  at  large  here  following. 

In  the  mean  while,  to  the  Lovers  of  this  moft  no¬ 
ble  Art,  I  cannot  choofe  but  demonftrate  a  wonder- 
full  thing,  which  is  this :  Whenfbever  you  fhall 
pour  Spirit  of  Jupiter  (  prepared  in  the  above  com¬ 
memorated  manner,  and  moft  fubtily  redified )  up¬ 
on  the  Spirit  of  Mars,  the  Mercury s  both  of  th^Mars 
and  Jupiter  will  fuddenly  embrace  each  other,  and 
be  connexed  in  fuch  a  bond  of  Love,  as  leaving  the 


Water,  they  will  conjunc.ively  lettle  to  the  bottom 
in  the  form  of  very  fmall  golden  Atoms ;  which 
Atoms  of  Gold,  in  that  moment  in  which  they  are 
formed  of  both  the  Mercury s,  you  fhall  fee  conver* 
ted  into  conftant  and  fixed  Gold.  Which  I  take  to 
be  one  of  the  greateft  Wonders,  whichever  came  to 
my  hand  in  all  my  Chymical  Labours.  If  I  had  tri^ 
this  Experiment  but  once,  I  might  my  felf  have 
doubted  the  truth  of  the  feme.  Indeed  I  have  found 
out  the  caufe  of  this  fwift  fixation  of  Mercury  ;  but  I 
fhould  do  very  inconfiderately  to  divulge  the  fame, 
Faraceljus  writes  in  his  Heaven  of  Philofbphers,  that 
no  melioration  of  Metals  is  to  be  expeded,  unlefe 
they  be  firft  fpiritually  mixed.  Other  Philofbphers 
likewife  fey.  Metals  are  firft  to  be  reduced  to  their 
firft  matter,  that  is,  into  a  fubtile  Spirit,  before  they 
can  be  nobilitated  and  bettered ;  which  I  know  to 
be  confentaneous  to  verity,according  to  the  Teftimo- 
ny  of  the  following  Example  ;  which  is  another 
wondcrfull  Experiment,  to  be  performed  (  by  the 
Spirit  of  Jupiter  )  thus. 

Diflblve  a  little  Gold  in  common  Ae^ua  Regia,  into 
which  Solution  pour  a  lithe  of  our  mercurial  Water, 
mix  it  by  ftirring  or  fhaking  the  Velfel  well:  then 
the  Mercury  of  Jupiter  in  a  magnetick  way,  conti¬ 
nually  attrads  the  Gold  to  it  felf  from  the  Ae^u» 
Regis,  and  tingeth  the  Water  with  a  Blood  Red  Co¬ 
lour,  at  length  the  Gold,  with  the  Mercury  Jupiter 
conjunctively  will  be  precipitated  to  the  bottom  of 
the  Velfel,  in  the  form  of  a  purple  Powder  :  which 
being  edulcorated  and  reduced  with  Borax,  the  grea¬ 
teft  part  of  the  Mercury  vanifhcth,  but  a  little  of  it 
will  remain  with  the  fixed  Gold,  and  render  that' 
fhow  like  and  friable.  By  which  wc  may  fee  in 
how  great  Love  Gold  anfwers  to  Tin. 

Yet  this  is  not  the  true  way  of  preparing  any 
thing  eminent,  and  to  purpofe  of  both.  Therefore, 
if  any  one  expedts  a  noble  produdt  from  both,  he 
muft  with  gentle  Fire  fix  this  purple  Gold,  that  the 
Mercury  of  Jupiter  may  not  fume  away,  but  remain 
with  the  Gold. 

In  both  thefe  recited  Experiments  to  our  fight  is 
expofed  fb  fwift  a  Fixation  of  Mercury,  as  every 
man,  although  but  of  weak  Apprehenfion,  may 
eafily  fee,  that  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  is  truly 
true,  and  that  the  feme  (  by  the  help  of  the  fixed 
Mercury  of  Metals  )  may  be  done  by  projedion  in  a 
moment.  For  Mercury  fixeth  Mercury,  being  joyned 
in  a  juft  proportion.  Therefore  if  volatile  Mercury 
can  do  that,  how  much  more  will  the  lame,  when 
fixed  perform,  being  that,  which  bears  about  it  felf ; 
its  own  Sulphur. 

Athough  I  could  as  well  difeover  other  ways  of, 
preparing  a  good  Mercurial  Water  of  a  Metal,  by 
I  our  fecret  Sal  Armoniack,  yet  1  confider,  fuch  a 
Liberty  of  publickly  imparting  things,  would  rather 
I  be  injurious,  than  profitable  ;  becaufe  Pearls  would 
be  without  diftindtion,  caft  before  every  fordid  Swine. 
But  more  than  enough  being  already  publifhed. 
Time  admonifheth  us  to  defift,  efpecially  becaufe 
there  is  an  intire  Treatife  of  the  Mercury s  of  Metals 
written  and  publifhed.  Yet  I  muft  confeft,  that  this 
Mercury,  prepared  by  the  \\d^  ouv  Salmiack,  is  of 
another  nature  and  property  than  the  other  prepa¬ 
red  in  another  manner.  There  is  little  elfe  now  re¬ 
maining,  unleft,  to  fhew  the  way  of  extrading  Mer¬ 
cury  from  lylinerals,  by  help  of  our  fecret  Sal  Armo¬ 
niack;  which  Mercury  is  able  to  effed  as  much  in 
Medicine  and  Alchymy,  as  the  other  extraded  out 
of  Metals.  Here  follows 
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REcipe  of  Antimony  pulverifed  one  Pound,  of 
our  Salmiack^  \  a  Pound,  thefe  well  mixed, 
diftil  by  Retort,  and  our  Salmiack  will  all  come  off, 
and  by  the  Alembick  carries  with  it  felf  the  moftpure 
Mercury  and  Sulphur  of  the  Antimony,  of  a  Black 
Afli  Colour,  which  Sublimate  is  named  the  Head  of 
the  Crow.  For  ifyou  caft  a  little  of  it  into  pure 
Water,  the  Salmiack  will  melt,  and  the  Mercury  and 
Sulphur  will  remain  in  the  Veffellike  a  gray  Powder, 
which  if  you  dry,  and  then  touch  it,  you  will  find  it 
like  to  thin  light  Feathers,  whence  it  acquires  to  it 
rdf  the  Name  of  the  Crows  Head.  Therefore,  when 
you  fhall  make  it  hot  in  a  Crucible,  it  melts  into  a 
red  Stone,  which  indeed  is  nothing  conducent  to  our 
purpofe.  Yet  if  you  would  thence  make  fomewhat 
that  is  excellent,  you  muft  obferve  fuch  a  Procefs  as 
this,  here  following.  Put  your  gray  fublimate  or 
Crows  Head,  which  did  afccnd  (being  firft  reduced 
to  Powder)  into  a  Glafs  Body,  and  upon  it  pour  fo 
much  of  my  Tartar,  as  fhall  be  needfull  for  morti¬ 
fying  the  Oil  of  Vitriol,  then  lute  an  Head  thereon, 
fitting  a  Receiver  thereto,  and  fubminiftcr  Fire  in 
Sand,  untill  all  the  Humidity  fhall  afcend.  This  be¬ 
ing  done  the  Acidity  remains  with  the  Salt  of  Tar¬ 
tar,  and  the  Spirit  of  Urine  afcends  alone,  carrying 
upwards  with  it  felf  the  moft  pure  invifible  Mercury 
of  Antimony,  which  afterward  by  the  help  of  Sol 
or  Luna  (  as  above  we  taught  of  Mercury)  becomes 
fixed  and  vifible.  But  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  Afer- 
afcends,  which  doth  much  difpleafe  the  unfatia- 
ble  Slaves  of  Avarice ;  becaufe  they  rather  take  de¬ 
light  in  i'mmenfe  Maffes  of  Gold,  equal  in  magni 
tude  to  the  Head  of  an  Ox.  Yet  no  good  man  de¬ 
fires  that,  but  is  content  with  that  little,  which  God 
is  plcafed  to  give  him.  _  Neverthelefs,  if  any  one 
would  have  a  great  quantity  of  that,  he  may  obtain 
The  fame.  For  the  Subjefls,  whence  iris  extradted 
are  preparable  for  no  great  charge,  being  fuch,  as 
enough  of  them  may  always  be  had.  From  one 
Pound  of  this  mercurial  Water,  fcarcely  three  or 
four  Grains  of  corporal  Mercury  will  afcend.^  For 
the  greateft  part  of  it  remains  in  the  bottom  with  the 
Sulphur  and  Salt,  which  arc  fixed  apart,  as  here¬ 
after  fhall  be  taught.  But  in  that  fo  little  Mercury 
lies  hid  in  the  mercurial  Water,  other  Philofophers 
alfo  knew,  unanimoufiy  teaching,  that  Avkenls  to 
be  followed,  admonifhing  ( in  a  certain  Epiftle  to 
bis  Son  Jhoali)  all  that  he  had  need  of  6o  Pound 
of  moft  pure  mercurial  Water.  For  if  the  whole 
AVater  were  Mercury,  there  would  not  need  have 
been  fo  much.  Philofophers  call  this  not  A^^ua  Eitk, 
t)Ut  A^ua  Vita ;  becaufe  the  Mercury  in  it  is  moft 
fpacioufly  diflipated,  as  afterward  (God  willing  ) 
(hall  be  difcourfed  more  at  large. 

Now  returning  to  our  Croivs-head,  let  us  fee  whe¬ 
ther  it  may  be  made  white,  by  a  lotion  ot  a  (harp 
Lixivium.  If  you  take  the  Glafs  out  of  the  Sand, 
after  you  have  once  abftraded  thence  the  Mercurial 
Water,  you  will  find  your  black  Crow  turned  into 
a  white  Swan  :  for  in  the  Glafs  you  will  find  a  Snow- 
like  Salt,  which  if  you  take  out,  and  put  into  ano 
ther  round  Glafs,'  or  Philofophick  Egg,  and  let  that 
into  a  Fixatory  Furnace  to  be  fixed ,  the  white  Co¬ 
lour  in  twenty  fours  hours  wa.xeth  yellow,  and  a 


little  after  puts  on  a  Blood-like  Colour.  Yet  it  is  not 
then  fo  well  fixed,  as  that  it  may  be  taken  our,  but 
muft  be  fulFered  to  ftand  for  fbme  time  in  burning 
Coals  ;  yet  with  this  Caution  always,  that  the  Fire 
be  no  ftronger,  than  by  which  the  Red  Stone  may 
be  liquified,  and  remain  liquid  in,  like  Oil.  For  it 
will  melt  as  eafily  as  Wax,  and  neither  the  Mercury^ 
nor  the  Sulphur,  nor  the  Salt  evaporate ;  which  is 
that  which  affeds  the  mind  with  admiration.  I  have 
made  trial  of  this  in  a  Glafs  with  a  long  neck  Handing 
out  of  the  heat,  where  I  could  fee  not  fo  much  as 
one  Grain  to  afcend  ;  whence  I  conclude  the  fame 
Operation  may  be  done,  and  fuch  Fixation  made  in 
an  open  Fire  in  a  covered  Crucible  made  of  good 
and  fit  Earth  well  burnt.  For  the  Salt  of  Tartar 
united  with  the  Acidity  of  Vitriol,  cloth  fb  embrace 
the  whole  Mercury  and  Sulphur,  and  as  it  were  hold 
it  concluded  in  it  felf,  that  the  fame  is  compelled  to 
abide  ip  the  Fire,  and  permit  it  felf  to  be  ripened. 
Thus  this  volatile  Salt  to  our  Mercury  is  the  Luting 
of  Sapience,  and  Seal  of  Hermes,  with  which  it  is  fo 
bound,  as  it  is  conftrained  to  abide  in  Fire  untill  ’tis 
fixed.  After  it  fhall  be  fixed,  it  may  be  ufed  with 
admirable  profit  in  Medicine  and  Chymiftry.  But 
you  muft  rightly  make  trial,  whether  it  be  well  fixed 
or  no,  thus :  Put  an  Iron  Wyar  into  the  liquified 
Mafs,  and  with  that  take  up  a  fmall  quantity  for 
proof.  Wa'fh  away  the  Salt  from  it,  and  caft  the  Red 
Powder  upon  a  Silver  Plate  heat  red-hot ;  if  it  fume 
nor,  but  enters  and  tingeth  the  Silver,  not  with  a 
black,  but  with  a  yellow  Colour,  then  the  Mercury^ 
with  its  Sulphur,  is  fixed.  Whofbever  hath  but  once 
fixed  this  Stone,  hath  done  a  very  great  and  profi¬ 
table  Work,  although  he  hath  fpent  many  Weeks  in 
preparing  the  fame.  For  fo  foon  as  the  Mercurial 
Sulphur  of  Antimony  fhall  be  fixed,  fbme  of  it  may 
prefently  be  applied  to  necelTary  ufe,  and  inftead  of 
that  as  much  volatile  and  immature  Mercury  added  ; 
then  the  fixed  Mercury  willingly  admits  into  it  felf 
its  Brother  not  fixed,  that  together  with  it  felf  it  may 
alfo  become  fixed.  Therefore  as  many  Months  as 
the  firft  Fixation  required  for  its  perfedion,  in  fb 
many  Weeks  may  the  fecond  be  abfolved.  Alfo  the 
fecond  Fixation  being  compleated ,  another  part  of 
the  Medicine  may  again  be  taken  out,  and  other  noc 
fixed  Mercury  again  be  put  in,  and  fb  forwards  to 
infinity,  or  as  long  as  the  Artift  fhall  think  fit. 

Although  this  fixed  Tindure  of  Antimony  be  an 
Univerfal  Medicine,  healing  all  curable  Difeafes ;  yet 
for  Metals  it  is  onely  a  particular  Tindure,  by  help 
of  which  you  may  indeed  cemvert  Silver,  by  gradua¬ 
ting,  and  at  times,  into  Cold  ;  but  yet  at  one  time 
you  cannot  tinge  the  whole  Body.  For  God  hath 
not  endowed  it  with  fo  great  power ,  yet  he  hath 
liberally  beftowed  that  on  it  which  is  worth  while  ; 
infbmuch  as  we  owe  as  great  'ipraifes  to  God  moft 
high  for  the  fame,  as  they  are  obliged  to  render  to 
him,  who  are  partakers  of  the  great  Stone  of  Philo¬ 
fophers. 

As  we  have  hitherto  taught  the  way  of  Pre¬ 
paring  a  particular  Tindure  for  xVlerals,  and  an  Uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine  for  humane  Bodies  of  defpicable  An¬ 
timony  ;  fo  alfb  may  a  Tindure  be  made  of  Auripig- 
went ,  immature  Mineral  EleSlrum ,  Cinnabarine  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  all  other  fuch  like,  by  the  help  of  our  Se¬ 
cret  Sal- Armomack  Wherefore,  by  this  one  onely 
Procefs  is  fufficiently  explained,  how  from  other  like 
Subjeds  (  where  Sulphur  and  Mercury  are  con  joy  n-^ 
ed)  fuch  a  Medicine  may  alfo  be  prepared. 
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Whofoever  well  underftands  this  way  of  fixing 
Mercuries  prefcribed  by  me,  will  find  more  Secrets 
than  he  can  ever  think  of,  imagine  or  feign  to  him- 
felf.  For  fince  fuch  a  Fixation  may  be  performed 
in  open  Earthen  Veflels,  you  have  not  onely  this 
conveniency,  that  as  often  as  you  pleafe  you  may 
take  out  Tome  of  it,  and  make  trial  untill  you  come 
to  a  perfed  Fixation  ;  but  allb  you  have  this  prero 
gative,  that  your  Mercury,  with  its  Sulphur,  is  fixed 
with  a  flaming  Fire,  which  always  immediately 
toucheth  our  Sulphur  and  Mercury,  and  exalts  the 
fame  in  its  own  congenited  Tindure,  which  is  what 
a  dole  Fire  cannot  do.  Every  Fire,  by  its  own  na¬ 
ture  and  property,  infers  a  Tindure  in  Mineral  Sub- 
jeds,  efpecially  when  the  Flame  can  immediately 
touch  the  Subjed  neither  doled  nor  open  ,  as  above 
you  heard,  where  we  treat  of  Rubefying  the  fixed 
white  Sulphur.  We  difcern  the  fame  in  Crucibles 
made  of  white  Earth,  and  fet  one  within  another, 
that  the  outmolf,  which  is  expofed  to  the  touch  of 
the  Flame  becomes  Red ;  but  thofe  which  flood  with¬ 
in  it  (  being  free  from  the  contad  of  the  fame  )  re 
main  white. 

Alfb  we  are  not  ignorant,  that  thofe  who  make 
Tobacco-Pipes,  { that  they  may  have  them  purely 
white  )  do  burn  them  in  a  large  Pot,  that  they  may 
not  be  touched  by  the  Flame,  and  fo  be  tinged  with 
Rednefs.  Whence  it  is  fufficiently  underftood,  that 
even  in  Fire  is  a  Tindure,  by  which  white  "Bodies 
are  tinged  with  Rednefs.  Hence  I,  not  without  rea- 
fbn,  fay  :  He  is  not  ill  advifed  who  ripens  his  Tinc¬ 
tures  under  a  certain  Covering  in  open  Veflels,  be 


is  indeed  infignized  with  three  Names,  yet  it  is  no 
other  than  one  Being,  'viz.  Oil  of  Vitriol,  by  the  fxei 
Sulphur  of  Tartar,  coagulated  into  the  form  of  a  Stone. 

But  why  I  here  fo  clearly  defcribe  an  Arcanum  of 
fo  great  Magnificence,  and  alfo  publifh  the  fame  ,  I 
have  feveral  weighty  Reafons  Yet,  in  the  mean 
while,  I  am  not  at  all  felicitous  or  carefull  therea¬ 
bout,  for  fear  it  fhould  become  too  common,  becaufS 
of  an  hundred  Readers  that  read  and  pefufe  the 
fame,  fcarce  one  of  them  hating  labour  will  give  cre¬ 
dit  to  the  Preferipts  thereof ;  and  fome  others  (who 
loving  labour  would  credit  what  is  here  written)  yet 
perhaps  will  want  the  acutenefs  of  a  Philofophick  In- 
geny,  by  the  dexterity  of  which  to  inftitute  and  ab- 
lolve  fuch  a  fixation.  Wherefore  I  rejoycing  in  that, 
do  confidently  and  fecurely  acquiefee,  that  the  Arc 
will  not  fo  eafily  be  rendred  fami'iar  to  every  Son  of 
the  Earth  promifeuoufly  without  diftindion  ;  but 
Art  will  ftill  be  and  remain  Art.  Some  years  ago  I 
did  demonftrate  to  the  fight  of  fbme  of  my  intimate 
Friends  the  way  of  Preparing  the  Mercury  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  and  commended  to  them  the  Fixation  of  the 
fame  by  our  Secret  Fire  ;  but  they  unto  this  very  day 
have  never  let  their  hand  to  the  Work  to  elaborate 
it ;  and  that  perhaps  becaufe  it  feemed  to  them  to 
be  too  vile  a  thing,  and  not  fuch  as  was  likely  of  that 
it  could  be  prepared,  a  Medicine  of  fo  great  Excel¬ 
lency 

Here  in  this  Treatife  I  have  taught  the  way  of 
Preparing,  by  the  help  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  a  particular 
and  famous  Salmiack.  by  the  benefit  of  which,  from 


caule  they  that  way  are  not  onely  fooner  fixed,  but  Metals  and  Minerals  may  be  prepared,  Tiot  onely 


alfb  exalted  in  their  Colour  ;  yet  with  this  Rule  al¬ 
ways  obferved,  viz.  Thar  the  Tindures  be  always 
fealed  with  Hermes  Seal,  or  Philofophically  furroun- 
ded  or  luted  with  the  Luting  of  Sapience.  Where  note, 
that  the  Luting  of  Sapience,  of  which  I  here  treat,  is 
not  to  be  ufed  for  fixing  all  Subjeds ,  and  preferv-ing 
them  from  flight ,  but  it  is  an  emolument  and  help 
to  thofe  Subjeds  onely,  which  are  as  well  Sulphure 
ous  as  Mercurial,  and  delight  in  the  Communion  of 
conffringing  themfelves  by  thefe  Salts,  and  without 
departure  conftantly  remain  with  them  in  Fire,  and 
preferve  them  alfb  from  living  away.  That  by  fuch 
a  way,  viz.  by  the  benefit  of  Hermes  Seal,  Mineral 
Sulphurs  may  be  fixed  into  Tindures,  ancient  Philo 
fbphers  clofely  concealed  as  a  principal  Arcanum, 
and  fcarcely  any  of  them  hath  ever  made  mention  of 
an  Artificial  Fire,  except  that  very  ancient  Philofo 
pher  Artephit/s,  who  molt  excellently  fpeaks  much 
after  this  manner :  Our  Fire  dtjfolves  all  things,  pent 
trates  all  things,  defrays  all  things,  participates  of  Sul 
fhur,  is  equal,  continual  ;  yields  no  fmoak,  tinlefs  it  be 
excited,  for  Matter  it  is  taken  from  elfewhere ,  &C 
Now  accurately  mind,  whether  here  is  not  notified 
fuch  a  Fire  [as  1  fpeak  of  J  Fontanas  in  his  Epiflle 
faith,  he  traveled  almoft  all  the  World  over,  that 
he  might  find  fbme  true  Philofbpher,  of  whom  by 
Converfe  he  might  be  taught  fomewhat  of  the  Secret 
of  Secrets-,  and  that  he  met  with  fbme  Philofbphers, 
but  they  were  onely  erroneous- Vagabonds  and  great 
Impoflors  ;  alfb  that  at  length  (  after  he  had  erred 
an  hundred  times,  altho  gh  he  wrought  in  and  with 
a  true  Matter)  he  peruled  Artephim,  and  out  of  that 
Book  learned  the  -ecret  Fire  ,  which  if  he  had  not 
done,  he  had  remained  perpetually  ignorant. 

From  all  which  it  is  fufficientiy  clear,  how  much 
it  concerns  an  Artift  to  have  knowledge  of  the  Secret 
Fire,  Luting  of  Sapience,  or  Hermes  Seal.  Our  Fire 


an 

Univerfal  Medicine  healing  all  the  Difeafes  of  Mor¬ 
tals,  but  alfo  a  particular  Tindure  for  meliorating 
imperfedMetals  I  have  indeed  fpoken  many  things, 
but  not  all  as  yet ;  becaufe  1  there  had  no  other 
intention,  but  onely  to  difeover  our  Secret  Salmiack, 
IfT  Would  proceed  farther,  I  could  certainly  fay, 
that  in  the  moft  defpicable  Urine  of  Men  a  m.ofl  pre- 
tious  Treafure  lyes  hid,  although  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  Pofleflbrs  of  it  know  nothing  of  the  fame  j 
becaufe  God,  by  reafon  of  their  Sins,  will  not  im¬ 
part  this  Secret  to  them.  In  the  Urine  of  every  Man 
is  latent  a  certain  living  Metaliick  Mercury,  which 
may  thence  mofl  eafily  be  extraded  by 'the  help  of 
a  certain  pure  Metaliick  Body,  or  by  the  rxfliftance 

Art  be  prepared  into  a  Tindure,  or  Univerfal  Me¬ 
dicine  ;  according  as  we  above  taught,  where  we 
rfeared  of  Mercury. 

Wherefore  writing,  I  write  and  will  write,  that 
no  Man  in  very  deed  can  call  himfelf  poor,  becaufe 
God  hath  conferred  on  every  Man  from  his  firfl  Na¬ 
tivity  fo  great  a  Gift,  as  being  brought  forth  into 
theLight  of  this  World,  he  may  have  fufficient  where¬ 
with  to  live,  provided  he  underffands,  and  is  able 
to  perform  what  are  to  be  performed.  Philofbphers 
■affirm,  that  Adam  and  Eve  brought  their  Stone  with 
them  out  ofFaradtfe.  But  to  us  it  is  fufficiently  mani- 
fefl,  that  they  were  caft  out  naked,  without  all  help 
and  comfort.  Therefore  you  infer  they  bore  fuch  a 
Treafure  in  their  Bodies,  as  is  feen  by  that  of  Morie- 
nm,  who  being  asked  by  King  Laid,  In  what  Sub- 
jid  that  famous  Stone  of  Philofophers  lay  hid  I  An- 
fwered  ;  In  thee,  O  King,  it  is  hidden.  And  farther, 
fo  foon  as  he  had  prepared  the  Medicine,  he  writ  a- 
bout  the  VeflTel  in  which  it  was  ;  He  that  carries  all 
things  with  him,  needs  not  the  help  of  another  :  Signify¬ 
ing,  that  he  needed  not  the  help  of  any  King,  becaufe 
he  had  all  things  in  himfelf.  Having  done  this,  he 
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rerurncd  to  his  Hermitage,  and  there  blelTedly  pafled  j 
the  refidiie  of  his  Life  in  the  ftudy  of  Temperance, 
Prayer  and  Fafting  always  glorifying  the  Name  of 
God.  For  if  Monenm  had  not  known  that  he  had 
about  him  an  ineftimable  Treafure,  without  doubt 
he  would  not  have  left  the  King  (b  (ecretly,  but  per¬ 
haps  have  waited  in  hope  of  fome  Magnificent  En¬ 
tertainment  :  yet  he  thirfted  not  after  this,  but  go¬ 
ing  away  acquiefced  in  that  onely,  which  contained 
■  in  himfelf,  God  had  long  before  conferred  on  him 
'  when  he  entred  this  World.  It  is  fufficient  for  me 
that  I  have  not  buried  my  five  Talents  (  lent  me  by 
God)  in  the  Earth,  but  have  reftored  them  to  my 
Lord,  and  have  alfo  fo  improved  the  fame,  as  I 
have  gained  other  five  Talents. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  am  willing  to  fay  this:  I 
have  indeed  received  of  God  other  five  Talents  alfo, 
but  as  yet  have  not  gained  five  other  Talents  by  the 
'  Ufurv  of  them  ;  and  that  not  becaufe  I  fear  the  feve- 
rity  of  my  Maffers  Law  againft  his  Idle  Servants ; 
i  but  I  fearing  Evil  from  Men ,  durfl:  not  make  any 
Improvement  thereof,  becaufe  I  fufpedl:  that  thence 
a  great  and  incurable  abufe  would  be  fpread  far  and 
i  nigh  among  the  great  number  of  wicked  Men.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  I  now  purpofc  to  proceed  in  them,  and 
that  for  certain  Caufes ;  and  (  with  the  affiftance  of 
I  God)  as  foon  as  I  can  to  publifh  the  Magnalia  of 
the  Almighty.  Accordingly  I  hope  this  will’ prove 
a  great  comfort  and  prefent  help  to  the  whole  Chri- 
!  ftian  Common-wealth  againft  the  Turk,  the  heredi- 
:  tary  Enemy  of  the  Chriltian  Namft ,  [W.  Ttoffer. 

Germ.  p.  5.]  But  the  fumme  of  things  to  be  com- 
i  municated,  chiefly  cdnfifts  in  that,  which  certain  ar- 
*  tificial  Inventions  difcover  to  me,  by  help  of  which 
many  wonderfull  things  may  be  performed ;  and  (if 
'  God  fo  pleafc)  all  the  Nefts  of  thofe  Tyrannical  Ha- 
!  garens  be  laid  wafte,  and  fo  the  Chriftian  People  be 
:  fully  and  plainly  freed  from  their  intollerable  fervi- 
!  tude.  For  if  it  fhall  be  pleafing  and  gratefull  to  the 
i  moft  wife  God,  that  fuch  noble  Inventions,  hitherto 
^  unknown,  may  be  divulged  and  put  in  praftice  ;  he 
I  alone  hath  power  of  procuring  occafions  and  means 
!  for  making  them  publick  :  but  if  it  difpleafe  his  glo¬ 
rious  Wifedom,  in  his  Name  the  Art  fhall  be  buried 
^  with  me,  01*  rather  be  returned  to  Him,  as  to  the 
Fountain  of  Fountains,  from  whence  it  flowed  to 
me. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  could  not  chufe  but  leave  to 
Pofterity,  for  a  Remembrance  of  my  Benevolence, 
fomething  worth  the  minding,  touching  fuch  un 
heard-of,  heroick,  efficacious  Inventions.  But  thefe 
are  written  as  in  a  Parenthells,  and  by  the  way. 
Proceeding,  let  us  difcourfe  a  little  farther  of  defpi- 
cable  Urine. 

All  Men  and  Beafts  live  of  the  Dungs  of  Animals ; 
alfo  no  Corn,  Wine,  Apples,  &c.  would  be  produ¬ 
ced,  if  not  dunged  with  the  Dungs  of  Animals.  But 
fbme  one  may  objed  and  fay.  Wild  Herbs,  Trees, 
Shrubs  and  Reeds  are  not  dunged  with  the  Dungs  of 
Animals,  as  Vineyards  and  Corn-fields.  I  anfwer. 
Thofe  Plants  enjoy  and  have  another  Dunging,  'uiz,. 
Celeftial  or  Rain-water,  by  the  benefit  of  which  in 
Autumn  and  Winter,  Branches  and  Leaves  falling  off 
from  the  Trees,  do  putrefie,  and  become  Dung ; 
which  kind  of  Dunging,  in  the  Spring  time  betakes 
it  felf  to  the  Roots  of  Trees,  that  a  penetrative  Dung¬ 
ing  and  procuration  of  increafe  may  there  be  made, 
fince  the  Leaves  are  to  be  efteemed  the  firorements 
of  Trees,  with  which  they  arc  refrefhed  and  renew¬ 


ed.  Why  then  may  not  the  Excrements  of  Man 
ferve  for  the  Renovation  of  Man  alfo  ? 

No  Man  can  deny,  but  that  the  Dungs  of  many 
Animals  have  been  ufed  in  the  Galenical  Shops  of  A- 
pothecaries",  for  the  Compofition  of  various  Remedies, 
and  are  ufed  at  this  very  day.  That  in  Urine  is  in¬ 
cited  a  Angular  comforting  Virtue,  they  beft  of  all 
can  witnefs,  who  Shipwrackt  in  the  Sea,  have  lived 
for  certain  days  without  Meat  or  Drink,  and  in  the 
mean  while  have  fufiained  their  life  with  the  ufe  of 
Urine  onely. 

Alfo,  that  Urine  is  an  egregious  Prefervative  a- 
gainft  the  Peftilence  ,  the  Mafters  of  Hofpitals 
can  witnefs  this  by  all  Men  labouring  with  the 
Peft. 

Now  if  grofs  Urine,  with  which  fo  much  impurity , 
is  mixt,be*of  fb  great  efficacy,  what  may  not  its  Spirit 
purified,  and  its  volatile  Salt  effeft:,  efpec'ially,  if 
before  Diftillation,  the  famous  Effences  of  Vegetables 
be  artificially  added,  becaufe  fuch  Virtues  of  Herbs, 
Flowers  and  Seeds,  Woods,  &c.  by  the  help  of  the 
volatile  Salt  of  Urine  ,  are  excited  through  their 
whole  Body,  to  exercife  there  their  Virtues  effica- 
cioufly. 

Whofoever  knows  how  rightly  to  prepare,  and 
duely  to  ufe  Spirit  of  Urine,  may  eafily  thence  get 
ample  Riches,  and  reap  no  left  profit  in  Medicine 
than  in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals.  Wherefore  1 
here  openly  confeft,  that  in  this  little  Treatife  I  have 
pofited  certain  Proceffes,  which  (as  to  their  external 
face  )  feem  to  be  of  fmall  moment,  yet  to  Men  skilled 
in  the  Theory  and  Praft:ice  of  them,  they  will  find 
fb  gainfull  a  Work ,  as  no  Handicrafts- man  whatfoe- 
ver  can  gain  fb  much  by  his  Craft.  So  much  gain 
may  be  hoped  for  from  Urine  onely,  if  rightly  and 
khbwingly  handled  according  to  the  Spagyrick  Art. 
Bbcaufe  every  one  Man  may  gain  not  one,  but  fe- 
veral  Imperials  by  that  Art  :  the  Proceffes  of  which 
are  diverfe,  and  that  by  the  onely  help  of  defpicable 
Urine.  Hence  are  thofe  frequent  complaints  of  An¬ 
cient  Philofbphers,  that  their  Matter  of  the  Stone  is 
caft  away  by  Fools  among  Dung  trod  under  foot  and 
contemned,  which  notwithftanding  ought  to  be  ho¬ 
noured  by  every  Man.  I  fay,  by  E-very  Man,  be- 
caufe  from  it  the  Philbfopher  extradls  his  Univeffal 
Medicine,  and  the  Phyfician  his  particular  Reme¬ 
dies.  For  the  Chymift  tranfmutes  vile  Metals  into 
better,  and  fo  confequently  every  Mechanick  Ope¬ 
rator  may  exped  fome  Fruit  from  the  fame.  Where¬ 
fore  Urine  is  not  to  be  defpifed,  but  to  be  taken  into 
ufe  ;  infomuch ,  as  every  drop  of  it  that  is  fpilt 
fhould  be  bewailed.  Yet  I  proteff  I  would  not  dif¬ 
cover  this,  but  for  the  fake  of  thofe  that  have  Ears 
to  hear  ;  becaufe  other  Men  naturally  deaf  to  fuch 
things,  can  reap  no  profit  by  this  my  Dodrine ,  be- 
caUfe  Hippocrates  forbids  to  give  Medicine  to  thofe 
that  are  paft  hope. 

Whatfoever  are  here  related  touching  Urine,  may 
be  faid  of  the  black  fhining  Soot  of  Chimnies,  of  the 
Hairs  and  Horns  of  Animals,  of  Egg-fhells,  and  the 
like,  andefpecially  oftheFscesofWine,  which  ard 
caft  away  after  the  Spirit  is  extraded. 

But  perhaps  fbme  Man  may  here  fay.  Our  Secret 
Sal’Armoniack  is  too  coftly  to  be  ufed  for  the  prefert- 
bed  Operation.  To  him  I  anfwer.  No  Man  can 
gain  fomething  for  nothing.  But  whofoever  is  defi- 
rous  to  reap  fome  Eminent  Benefit,  he  muft  firft  fbw 
fbme  pretious  thing. 

Indeed  I  confeft,  one  pound  of  our  Salmiack  (if  a 
Man  onely  follow  the  literal  Senfe,  or  bare  letter  of 
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the  Defcriptinn  j  will  coft  feveral  Imperials,  becaufe 
for  one  pound  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  prepared,  four  or  fix 
pound  of  Spirit  of  Urine  are  required  for  coagulating 
the  Oil  with  the  fame ,  which  notwithftanding ,  in 
refped  of  thofe  famous  things  which  are  acquired  by 
the  benefit  of  it,  it  is  not  to  be  judged  coftly.  If  a 
Man  cannot  prepare  his  Spirit  of  Urine,  and  Oil  of 
Vitriol  himfelf ,  but  muft  buy  them  of  another,  he 
then  indeed  may  complain  of  Dearnefs.  But  to  one 
perfectly  well  skilled,  the  Sal-Armoniack  will  coft  him 
little  more  than  his  manual  Labour,  infomuch  as  no 
Man  hath  any  juft  caufe  to  complain  of  charges; 

If  the  divine  Grace  fhall  be  pleafed  to  prorogue 
my  Life  a  little  longer,  I  purpofe  to  publifti  greater 
Arcanums.  Therefore  let  God  do  as  he  pleafeth, 
his  Will  is  always  beft,  and  better  than  the  beft 
Wills  of  all  Men.  Amen. 


N  this  [mail  Treatife  I  have  hi  few  words^  re'vealed 
great  Secrets,,  juch  as  were  known  to  no  Man  before 
me,  except  Paracelfus,  ;  wr)'  briefly  [peaks, ^of  the 
chief  of  them.  .  And  Hefmont,  touching  the  great  Vir¬ 
tues  of  that,  hath  writ  man^-,  phings.  And  fince  my 
Sal-Armoniack  per fonks  the ^ fame  in  aU  .Operations  , 
which  Helmont  aferibes  toi  his  Alcaheft ,  I  am  able  to 
aferibe  fomeivhat  ■  more  to  Sal  Armoniack,  than  he 
aferibed  to  his  Alcahcft,  yea,  many  things,  which  may 
profitably  be  performed  by  yhe  beneflt  thereof ,  among 
which  the  chief  is  this,  viz.  that  by  help  of  it  all  Metals 
and  Minerals  may  be  reduced  to  their  flrfi  Matter,  that 
is,  into  a  Spiritual  Mercury,  which  is  the  highefi  Magi- 
jtery  in  t^hymiflry.  r  '  ■ 

I,  in  this  little,  Book,  have  onely  preferihed  a  few  ways 
of  preparing  Aiedicamtnts,  and  that  in  a  Laconick-Style, 
becaufe  I  writ  thefe  things  in  my  Sick-bed.  Indeed  I 
could  willingly  and  gladly  forfbear  Writing,  both  now 
and  heretofore  ;  for  by  all  that  ever  I  writ,  I  never  gain¬ 
ed  one  half-peny.  But  Chrifiian  Charity  inflamed  me  to 
confecrate  this  great  Arcanunf,  and  the  fruit  full  ufe 
thereof,  !  before  I  dye,  knowing  in  the  Grave  nothing 
can  be  done  )  and  to  publtjh  the  fame  for  the  good  of  Man¬ 
kind  remaining  in  the  Earth  ;  being  full  of  great  Hope, 
there  will  not  want  fame  Religions  Spagyrijh  confeious  of 
Biety,  that  will  prove  tbernfelves  faithfull  difpofers  of 
this  bequeathed  Gift,  and  heal  .tjoe  Difeafes  of  the  Boor 
gratis.  But  if  the  great  troop  of  Malignant  Spirits  pre¬ 
fume  to  abufe  the  BraBicers  of  this  mofl  noble  Art,  they 
may  find  Nemefis  ready  fwiftly  to  punifh  them. 

.  Every  one,  as  he  pleafeth,  may  prepare  moft  prefent 
Medicaments.'  For  all  Herbs,  the  way  is  almofl  one.  Alfo 
in  refpeB^of  Animals,  Minerals,  Metals  and  Stones,  you 


will  find  but  little  difference.  Every  Alan  may  hirnfelf  f 
more  profoundly  fearch  into  the  Art.  For  my  own  part, 

I  am  at  prefent  fo  weak,  as  Strength  faileth  me  to  proceed  ,.| 
farther  in  this  difcourfe.  Therefore,  by  every  good  Alan,  ,ij 
/  fhall  be  readily  excufed,  becaufe  1  have  given  fu flic  lent  i  .>j 

occaflon  of  fearching  into  other  high  Secrets,  if  this  my  j 
benevolent  Communication  fujflce  not  any  Man,  he  may 
hirnfelf  fearch  farther  elfewhere.  For  it  is  eafier  to  add 
to  things  already  found  out,  than  to  become  the  fir fl  Au-  ' 

thour  of  new  Inventions. 

I  had  purpofed  in  this  little  Book  to  fignifie  the  mojt 
frunfull  ufe  of  my  Secret  Alcalilate  Spirit  of  Wme  • 
which  is  fo  great  a  Secret,  as  no  Man  before  me  did  ever 
difeover  to  the  World but  my  Sicknefs  hath  prevented, 
and  hindred  the  doing  of  that.  If  God  prolong  my  Life, 
that  may  be.done  in  another  fmall  peculiar  Book. 

Truly,  I  highly  prize  my  fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  yet  ‘ 

I  mcre'efleem  the  ufe  of  my  Spirit  of  Wine  Alkalizate  j 
that  being  a  Spirit  of  fo  great  potency,  as  from  all  Mine¬ 
rals,  Metals  and  Stones,  it  extraBs  a  moft  pure  Tinc¬ 
ture,  and  by  Alembeck  brings  the  fame  over  the  Helm 
with  it  felf  PVhat  fhall  I  fay  .?  Even  fixed  Gold  it  felf 
cannot  refifi  it,  but  fujfers  it  felf  without  a  Corrofive 
{like  fweet  Water  coloured  yellow  with  Saffron)  to  be 
drawn  upwards.  In  a  word,  this  Alkalizate  Spirit  of 
Wine  is  an  admirable  Infirument  for  aBhyfician,  of  it 
to  prepare  efficacious  {yea  incomparable)  Medicaments  ', 
and  be  may  eafily  acquire  abundance  of  it,  and  that  for 
no  more  charges,  than  after  the  common  manner  any  o- 
ther  common  Spirit  is  prepared.  He  that  feeks  [hall  find. 
Wherefore  rife  from  your  foft  Billows,  and  with  fmutted 
Hands  touch  black  Coals,  and  accurately  give  heed  to  J 
the  infiitutions  of  Art.  For  with  Idltnefs,  Eating,  j 

Drinking,  and  playing  on  Mufick,  you  fhall  never  ap-  ■ 

proach  to  great  Alyfieries.  I  would  have  you  always  c 
think  of  this  that  is  now  once  fpoken.  It  is  indeed  impof- 
fible  for  a  mofi  unskilfull  Man  to  believe  or  comprehend,  ; 
hojv  great  things  may  be  prepared  by  help  of  this  burning  j 
Spirit. 

About  the  end  of  the  Bref ace  of  this  Treatife,  I  men-  [; 
tioned  fame  few  things  touching  the  fame  ;  viz.  that  of 
good  burning  Spirit,  with  little  labour  and  no  great  cofi, 
in  a  very  eafie  way  a  true  univerfal  Medicine  for  hu- 
mane  and  metallick  Bodies  might  be  made.  This  I  1 

would  have  no  Man  to  doubt  of,  but  to  acccunt  of  as  { 

mofi  true.  For  I  now  ready  to  be  laid  ih  my  Grave, 
have  great  need  to  be  very  carefull  how  I  divulge  any  \ 

thing,  unlefs  fuch  pure  verity  as  experience  hath  taught  \ 

me.  If  the  mofi  wife  God  will  prolong  my  Life  untill  1 

the  next  flummer ,  and  enable  me  to  write  out  of  Bed,  my  ‘ 

purpofe  is  to  publifh  feme  other  new  wonderfull  Works  ; 
but  if  in  the  mean  while  I  be  taken  away  from  thenum-  - 
ber  the  living,  then  {candid  Reader)  kindly  accept  of 
theje  few  things  here  written. 

■  This  being  thus  imparted  to  all  diligent  Chymical  Ope¬ 
rators  (whom  I  here  falute  and  bid  farewell)  I  wijh  a 
Divine  BenediBion  in  this  Life,  and  Eternal  Glorifica¬ 
tion  hereafter.  Amen. 

,  Glory  to  G  O  D  onely. 


,  The  End. of  the  Seventh  Part. 
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In  which  is  contained,  how  many,  yet  greater.  Secrets  may 

be  prepared  by  the  Alcaheft,  or  Secret  Sal-Armoniack^^  than  thofe  which 
are  mentioned  in  the  Seventh  Part  of  Spagyrical  Tharmacopoca^  viz. 
how  Vulgar  Mercury  may  be-  firmly  fixed,  and  rendred  totally  conflant 
in  Fire,  within  the  fpace  of  three  Days.  Alfo  an  Explanation,  how  by 
the  benefit  of  it  may  eafily  be  acquired  the  Mercury  of  Wine,  as  the 
higheft  Medicine  of  the  World.  Likewife,  that  the  Secret  Fire  of  the 
•  Wife,  otherwnfe  called  the  Fire  of  Artephim  is  the  fiiprem  e  Secret  of  Secrets  : 
Together  with  a  Revelation  of  other  admirable  Secrets,  of  which  the 
Authour  hitherto  hath  made  no  mention  to  any  Man. 


To  the  Well-meaning  READER. 


I  Could  not  forbear  to  fignifie  to  the  Lover  of  divine  and  admirable  Works,  the  Reafon  of  my 
former  omifion  or  filence  ;  namely,  why  in  a  little  Treat  if e  of  mine  lately  publijhed  (^tvhich 
is  intituled  The  Seventh  Part  of  my  Spagyrical  Pharmacopcea  )  in  which  I  treat  of  my  Se¬ 
cret  Sal-Armoniack  or  Liquor  Alcaheif,  /  fo  fuddenly  broke  off  the  Thread  of  my  Writing 
begun,  before  1  had  any  thing  largely  difeourfed  of  the  eminently  excellent  Vertues  thereof,  which  it 
manifejls  not  onely  in  Medicine,  but  alfo  in  Tranfmutation  of  Metals.  Therefore,  the  Reafon  of  my 
abrupt  Ceffation  was  as  follows. 

Before  /  had  compleat  ly  finifhed  the  afore-mentioned  fmall  Treatife,  I  was  affaultedwith  a  grie- 
wous  Difeafe,  which  incredibly  prevailed  more  and  more  daily,  infomuch  as  I  totally  defpaired  of 
recovering  my  Health,  and  therefore  thought  ittieceffary,  that  what foever  was  then  ivr  it  ten  (^how. 
imperfebily  feever^  Jkould  for  the  fake  of  the  Poor  and'Oifeafed  be  committed  to  the  Prefs.  But 
fo  foon  as  by  the  mercy  of  God,  /  was  in  Jome  fmall  meafure  recovered,  I  perujed  that  little  Book, 
and  prejently  difcerned,  that  the  moji  powerjull  faculties  and  virtues  which  that  laudable  Liquor 
IS  able  to  exercife  and  manifefl  both  in  Medicine  and  Chymiftry,  were Jcarcfly  in  any- wife  treated  of, 
hut  almofl.  wholly  omitted  in  the  fame  Book.  Hence  many  conceited  Men  perfwade  themfelves,  that 
my  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  cannot  he  of  fo  great  Energy  or  Virtue,  as  Helmont  afcribes  to  his  Liquor 
Alcaheft ;  efpeciady  hecaufe  He,  in  the  Coagulation  of  faith,  that  the  me  f  when  his 

Liquor  Alcahcll  hath  been  but  once  abjir  aided  from  it )  is  fo  fixed,  as  a  pound  of  it  being  tried  by 
Cupell  haves  behind,  after  Trial,  fourteen  Lot  ones  of  good  Silver  ;  which  indeed  is  not  to  he 
‘  ’  ejleemed 
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eii earned  a  vile  Experiment,  viz.  that  by  fo  very  little  Labour  Qas  is  one  onely  ahflraflion  of  the 
Alcaheli,  which  may  be  done  in  a  few  hours  )  fuch  a  volatile,  and  that  the  foie  Deluder  of  all 
AlcliNmifis  Jhould  be  tranfmuted  and  nobilitated  into  a  fixed  Metal,  traflable  and  perfeveringly 
fujiaining  every  Examen  of  Fire  ;  and  that  by  mediation  of  fuch  a  fubjlance,  as  the  Liquor  Alca- 
heft,  which  per  fe  is  no  other  than  a  volatile  Salt.  Neverthelefs,  it  is  found,  that  the  fame  may 
be  done,  and  that  not  onely  common  Mercury,  by  Sal-Armoniack  which  otherwife  ren- 

dreth  all  fixed  Metals  volatile,  and  feparates  the  mofl  pure  Souls  or  Tinfiures  of  them  from  their 
grofs  Bodies,  and  carries  the  fame  over  the  Helm  with  it  felf')  ts  tranfmuted  into  Silver;  but  alfo 
the  fame  is  endued  with  a  Faculty  of  tranfmuting  other  imperfefl  Metals  into  good  and  conflant  Gold. 
Fhe  truth  of  which  Affert  ion  I  have  not  gathered  out  of  the  Writings  of  other  Aut  hours,  but  have 
learned  the  fame  by  the  continual  Induftry  and  Experience  of  my  proper  Inquifition  j  and  therefore 
am  able  fo  much  tk  more  confidently  to  affert  fomewhat  my  felf,  touching  the  fme,  to  every  inge^ 
nioiis  Man. 

But  that  you  nay  know  the  Reafon  why  Volatile  Mercury,  by  my  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  alfo  vo- 
latile,^is  rendred  fixed  and  conflant  in  Fire  you  are  to  underfland,  that  this  onely  is  effeiied  by 
the  cfc^nfing  power  and  virtue  of  our  Salmiack  :  for  in  Vulgar  Mercury  is  fomewhat  ingenited  by 
Nature'^,  which  makes  the  whole  Body  of  it  volatile.  Now  if  any  one  doth  well  underfland  how  to 
fe  parate  that  therefrom  by  an  Artificial  cleanfing,  the  flying  Mercury  no  longer  remains  volatile,  hut 
afjumes  foJt  felf  an  hard  fixed,  t  ratable  and  Metallkk  Body  ;  in  which  kind  of  Turificat  ion  to  be 
made,  r/<ASalniiack  performs  the  office  of  a  Mafler.  Whence  happens  fuch  a  fpeedy  fixation  of 
Mercury  ^touching  which  we,  in  the  following  Praxis,  [hall  more  amply  treat  and  demonfl rate  the 
fame,  viz.  that  fo  fwift  a  Coagulation  of  volatile  Mercury  into  Gold  and  Silver  conflant  and  abiding 
in  Fire,  is  not  to  be  accounted  a  vile  work  of  fmall  value,  but  to  be  efleemed  as  one  of  the  principal 
'  Arcanums  of  Nature.  This  needs  no  proof,  hecaufe  by  theffientence  of  all  experienced  Men  it  is 
long  fince  notorioufly  known,  that  this  noxious  Deluder  Mercury,  by  its  volatility,  hath  deprived 
fome  thoufands  of  unwary  Akhymijfts,  not  onely  of  their  Gold  and  Silver,  but  alfo  of  their  HoufeSy 
Lands,  Towns,  Vineyards,  Fields,  Meadows,  Gardens,  and  all  their  other  Goods,  carrying  the  fame 
with  it  felf  up  the  Chimney ^  and  leaving  them  nothing  hut  an  heap  of  broken  Pots,  Cucurbits,  Glaffes, 
Soot,  Dufl  and  Afhes,  inf  lead  of  the  wealthy  Spoils  and  rich  Reward  they  thirfled  after  with  vain 
hope.  But  as  he  hath  evilly  intreated  the  unskilfull  and  unwary  Slaves  and  Drudges  of  Chymijlrpy 
fo  he  hath  dealt  well  with  experienced  and  wary  Philofophers,  who  (  after  they  had  obferved  his 
Inconflancy,  and  learned  to  amend  the  fame  f  were  fuch  as  he  was  conflrained  to  obey,  infontuch  as 
they  could  fubdue,  bind  and  fix  him.  This  is  no  FiAion  or  fabulous  Tale,  but  a  Truth  which  may 
be  proved  by  rriany  hundred  true  Hiflories,  declaring,  that  in  various  parts  of  the  World  have 
lived  thofe  who  kere  able  to  fix  Mercury  into  a  conflant  permanency. 


Of  the  more  ample  tJfe  of  our  Salmiack. 

HAving  in  the  precedent  Treatife  omitted  the 
beft  and  moft  worthy  ufe  of  our  Salmiack, 

( viz.,  that  by  the  benefit  of  it  Mercury 
might  be  fo  purified ,  as  to  be  very  eafily  fixed  into 
a  Red  Body  fixt  and  conftant  in  Fire)  I  was  incited 
and  moved  thereby  to  commit  this  Appendix  to  the 
Prefs  ;  efpecially  becaufe  in  doing  the  fame,  I  could 
alfo  upon  every  opportune  occafion  notifie  feveral 
other  profitable  Secrets,  which  may  be  perfeded  by 
help  of  that ;  as  here  following  you  fhall  perceive, 
they  being  inlerted  one  after  another. 

Therefore  incline  your  Ear  to  hear  what  admira¬ 
ble  Effeds  our  Salmiack  is  able  to  nianifeft  both  in 
Medicine  and  Alchymy. 

Firft,  Our  Secret  Salmiack  not  onely  purifies  Me¬ 
tals,  and  foparates  the  pure  part  from  the  unprofi-’ 
table  grofs  Bodies  of  them,  but  the  Volatile  parts  it 
carries  upward  with  it  felf ;  and  afterward  fuft'ers  it 
felf  to  be  again  fixed  [  with  them  ]  into  fixed  Tinc¬ 
tures,  as  already  in  the  precedent  Seventh  Part  of 
our  Spagyrical  Fbarmacopcea,  we  have  very  fufficient- 
ly  proved,  as  well  as  in  our  Treatife  of  the  Three 
Principles  of  Metals ;  but  al?b  it  is  endued  with  a 
power  of  carrying  over  the  Helm  the  moft  fixed 
Gold,  without  any  Corrofive,  like  to  a  yellow  fweet 


Spirit,  and  of  converting  the  fame  into  true  Aurum 
Potabile  :  for  fuch  Aurum  Potabile,  without  a  Corro¬ 
five  adhering  is  found  to  be,  not  onely  an  efficacious, 
fweet  and  famous  Medicine  for  humane  Bodies,  but 
alfo  a  true  Tindure  for  tranfmuting  imperfed  Me¬ 
tals  into  better. 

It  is  indeed  a  very  great  Queftion  how  fuch  Gold 
can  be  a  Tindure  for  other  more  vile  Metals ,  fince 
common  Gold  (  according  to  the  Opinion  of  jnany 
Philofophers,  and  the  experienced  truth  of  the*  mat¬ 
ter  )  per  fe  contains  in  it  felf  no  more  Tindure  than 
is  fufficient  for  it  felf,  and  without  prejudice  to  its 
own  virtue  or  nobility  is  able  to  communicate  no 
good  to  other  Metals.  Neverthelefs,  Philofophers 
more  acute,  narrowly  lifting  the  matter,  have  found 
that  vulgar  Gold,  by  the  alliftance  of  Art,  may  be 
deftroyed,  and  its  infide  turned  outward,  but  its  out- 
fide  inward  :  for  fiich  deftrudion  Philofophers  have 
called  Exaltation,  intimating,  that  the  Exaltation  of 
Melioration  of  Gold  muft  be  made  in  the  Sign  Anes ; 
to  which  affertion  I  could  never  alTent ,  but  always 
believed  and  urged  the  contrary,  inveighing  earneft- 
ly  againft  Toletanm ,  who  writ  Animadverjions  upon 
that  good  Philofophcr  of  ancient  Repute  Bracefeus, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  dull  and  obftinate  Man,  teach¬ 
ing  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  that  the  Uni- 
verfal  Medicine  might  be  prepared  of  vulgar  Mars ; 
for  it  not  a  little  troubled  me  (  after  by  a  previous 
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and  continued  ftudy  of  reading  and  perufing  the 
beft  Authours,  I  at  length  by  the  Grace  of  God,  in 
my  fearch  found  and  "learned  the  way  of  making 
llich  a  Tincture  and  Medicine  )  that  the  Paid  Tohta- 
ntts  did  Ib  unhandfomely  heighten  his  Style  againft 
the  laudable  Bracefcus,  and  contemned  the  famous 
Induftry  of  that  man,  infbmcuh  as  I  have,  in  fome 
of  my  Writings  (  although  with  a  certain  Zeal, 
which  I  ingenioufly  confefs  was  unfeafbnable  )  cha- 
ftized  this  Zoilus,  becaufe  he  with  an  impertinent 
Prefumption  did  Ib  ralhly  and  arrogantly  attempt  to 
oppofe  and  contradici  that,  which  he  himfclf  had 
not  lufficient  Experience  of.  But  it  happened,  that 
afterward  fuch  an  Exaltation  of  Gold  fell  into  my 
'  hand  unexpeCledly.  Whence,  feeing  fuch  an  Exal- 
i  ration  of  Gold  to  be  true,  I  repented  my  own  folly, 
i  Wherefore  now  I  openly  confefs,  that  by  the  help 
;  of  our  fecrct  Salmiack  1  have  very  often  elaborated 
fuch  an  Exaltatkjn  of  Gold  in  the  mineral  Aries ; 
although  in  a  very  fmall  Quantity,  finding  that  to  be 
^  fiifficiently  imbibed  with  the  Colour  of  Gold,  when- 
i  foever  onely  two  or  three  Grains  of  fuch  exalted 
i  Gold  were  mi.xed  with  a  whole  Pound  of  common 
!  VVater.  But  in  metallick  Tranfmutation,  during 
I  thefe  days  of  rriy  indifpofednefs,  1  could  never  yet 
I  try  any  thing  further.  If  the  moft  wife  God,  fhall 
i  be  pleafed  to  reftore  and  raife  me  out  of  my  fick 
1  Bed  (as  I  hope  this  next  Summer  he  will)  I  will  not 
i  omit  to  try  what  the  aforefaid  exalted  Gold  is  able  to 
I  etFeCl  in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals.  In  the  mean 
!  while  I  am  perfwaded,  that  it  will  prove  an  amply 
potent  Tincture  for  Mercury  and  Luna,  and  thence  I 
divine  becaufe  two  or  three  Grains  of  fuch  exalted 
i  Gold  dotinge  a  whole  Pound  of  VVater  with  a  golden 
i  Colour  that  the  fame  muft  be  done  with  Mercury 
u  and  Luna.  Therefore  no  man  hath  caufe  further  to 
•  doubt,  that  common  Gold,  by  the  help  of  our  Sal- 
!  w'tack  in  Aries,  may  be  reduced  into  fome  one  true 
j  and  fixed  TinClure ;  as  here  following  (God  willing  ) 

I  lhall  be  fhewed  more  at  large. 

j  Qf  the  more  largely  fruitfuU  ufe  our  Sal  Armoniack 
'  I  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy. 

My  Preface  to  the  feventh  Book  of  my  Spagyri- 
cal  Pharmacopsa,  mentione th  how*  the  Mer- 
' '  cury  of  Wine  may  be  feparated  from  any  pure  bur- 
li  nfng  Spirit,  and  perform  the  Office  of  an  univerfal 
Medicine  healing  men' and  metals.  But  fince  in  fuch 
a  manner  of  preparing  the  Medicine  as  I  there  pre- 
feribed,  very  little  Mercury  of  Wine  will  be  gotten, 
not  enough  to  fatrsfie  thofe,  that  defire  more  abun¬ 
dance,  becaufe  from  one  Pound  of  Spirit  of  Wine, 
fcarcely  three,  four  or  five  Grains  of  moft  pure  Coe- 
:  leftial  Salt  are  extracted  ;  which  neverthelefs  _  is  not 
]1|  to  be  erteemed  fb  exceeding  fmall  a  quantity,  if  any 
one  ffiall  with  a  more  accurate  fearch  of  his  mind 
well  weigh  the  incredible  medicinal  Vertues  thereof, 
which  it  manifefts  and  exercifeth  againft  humane  and 
metallick  Difeafes  ;  infomuch  as  (  in  either  Faculty  ) 
in  the  whole  nature  of  things  you  fhall  find  no  Me¬ 
dicament  like  unto  it.  Certainly  it  is  a  true  Coele- 
ftial  Medicine,  in  the  form  of  a  certain  white  fweet 
Salt,  for  if  one  onely  Grain  of  it  be  taken  into  the 
Body  of  a  Man  dileafed,  he  will  thereby  be  notably 
comforted  in  all  his  Members,  and  amend  and  find 
himfclf  better  in  a  moment.  I  muft  needs  confefs, 
that  I  have  not  long  fince  found  out  the  Preparation 
of  the  fame  (  during  the  long  continuance  of  my 
Difeafe)  by  various  Speculations  ;  and  when  byrea- 


fon  of  my  Sicknefs  I  could  not  rife  out  of  my  Bed 
to  prepare  this  noble  Medicine  my  fe’f,  I  commit¬ 
ted  the  ^me  to  the  hands  of  my  faithfull  and  trufty 
FrEnds  to  be  by  them  prepared,  but  iri  a  very 
fmall  quantity  ;  For  1  caufed  not  abovfi  two  or  three 
Pound  of  Spirit  of  Wine  to  be  burned,  and  thence 
could  not  acquire  much  Mercury  ;  neverthclcfs  I 
foufid  fb  much  therein,  as  fufficiently  to  content  and 
fatisfie  my  mind  as  well  in  Medicine  as  in  Alchymy  ; 
believing,  as  I  have  above  mentioned,  that  mo  Me¬ 
dicine  more  excellent  than  this  can  be  found  in  the 
vvhole  nature  of  things.  Moreover,  every  one  may 
confider  with  himfelf,  how  great  Salubrity  fuch  a 
Coeleftial  Medicine  may  beftow  and  confer  on  tlie 
fick  Bodies  of  Men,  as  often  as  he  accurately  weighs 
with  himfelf  the  Subjeft  (  ‘viz.  Wine)  of  which  this 
Medicine  is  prepared.  For  it  is  known  through  all 
parts  of  the  World  far  and  nigh,  that  under  the  Suri 
is  not  given  a  more  excellent  Cordial  Subjedl,  than 
good  and  pure  Wine ;  although  that  abound  with 
many  inefficacious  Humidities,  and  other  Tarrarous 
Feculencies,  whereas  on  the  contrary  the  Merchty 
thereof  is  moft  pure,  or  a  fweet  Coeleftial  Salt  is  e.x* 
trafted  from  good  Spirit  of  Wine  deduced  to  the 
higheft  purity.  But  fome  one  rhay  fay,  what  Spirit 
of  Wine  ?  If  in  that  fuch  a  noble  Mercury  be  latent, 
and  the  fame  as  it  is-  in  it  felf  be  given  for  Corafor* 
ring  the  Sick,  what  need  is  there,  that  it  being  kind¬ 
led  fhould  be  burnt  ;  and  w'hy  may  not  (  withouf 
that  labour  and  charge  )  its  volatile  Salt  be  received 
in  a  Refrigeratory  ?  In  anfwer  hereunto  let  him 
know,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  is  almoft  all  a  mere  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  therefore  is  eafily  inflamed  and  devoured 
with  the  Flame,  as  is  common  to  every  Sulphur, 
that  fo  foon  as  it  is  let  on  Fire,  it  confum.es  it  felf^ 
and  leaves  behind  it  no  other  than  Afties  and  a  fixed 
Salt ;  but  the  Mercury  which  adhered  to  the  Sul¬ 
phur,  is  diffipated  in  the  Air  with  the  Flame,  unlefs 
it  be  taken  in  a  Cold  Receptory,  in  which  it  may 
cool  and  condenfe  it  felf.  Indeed  we  for  cerraid 
know,  that  no  one  of  all  the  three  Principles  of  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals  and  Minerals  is  totally  pure,  but 
it  always  invifibly  bears  about  it  felf  fome  fmall  part 
of  the  other  two  Principles,  as  may  beft  of  all  be 
feCn  in  combuftible  Entities,  fuch  are  Wood  and 
other  Vegetables ;  for  they  being  kindled  and  fet  on 
fire,  the  Sulphur  is  onely  burnt,  but  the  other  two 
parts, . the  fixed  Salt,  and  the  \o\d,t\\Q  Mercury 
remain  free  from  Combuftion.  As  for  Example,  if 
you  burn  Wood,  an  Herb,  or  any  other  kind  of 
Vegetable ,  the  Sulphur  onely  perifheth,  bur  thd 
Mercury  adheres  to  the  fides  and  walls  of  the  Cbim- 
ny.  '  If  you  thence  feparare  the  Afiies  and  other 
Filths,  which  fly  together  upwards,  you  will  obtain 
a  white  volatile  Salt,  altogether  like  the  Animal 
volatile  Salt  of  Urine,  except  in  this  onely,  that  this 
volatile  Salt  favours  of  Aduftion.  The  fixed  Saltis 
extracted  out  of  the  Afhes  by  Flfxiviation  of  com¬ 
mon  Water.  Moreover  Animal  Entities  being- 
burnt,  ztiz,.  the  Bones  of  any  Animals  ;  the  Sulphur 
is  onely  burnt,  but  the  volatile  Salt  flies  away^  and 
almoft  no  fixed  Salt  remains  in  the  Afhes.  LaftlVj 
common  mineral  Sulphur  being  burnt,  almoft  all  the 
Sulphur  vanifheth  into  Air  like  a  Flame,  and  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Flame  an  '  unburnable  Mercury  af-  . 
cends,  in  form  of  an  heavy  Corrofive  Oil,  which  i 
by  Chvmifts  is  vulgarly  called  Oil'  of  Sulphui,  and 
is  received  in  Glafs  Campanes  5  neverthelefs  that  Oil 
is  by  Philofbphers  named  the  Mercury  of  Philofb- 
phers,  becaufe  fuch  Oil  is  eafily  tranfmured  into  a' 
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fvvcet  Fufile  Stone,  of  which  my  lately  publifhed !  extracfled  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  do  in  burning  give 
Treatife  of  the  Salt  of  Philofophers  makes  fome  forth  from  themfelves  a  volatile  mercurial  Salt,  which 


mention.  From  all  which  you  may  clearly  gather, 
that  there  is  no  Sulphur  found  fo  pure,  but  that  it  is 
impregnated  with  fome  fmall  part  of  Salt  and  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  alfo  you  can  find  no  Mercury^  in  which  is  not 
incited  fome  part  of  Salt  ahd  Sulphur;  and  in  like 
manner  no  Salt,  to  which  a  little  Sulphur  and  Mer¬ 
cury  adheres  not.  Which  being  thus,  why  may 
there  not  latently  be  in  Spirit  of  Wine  an  incombuf- 
tible  Salt  and  Mercury  ?  And  as  Spirit  of  Wine  duely 


redified  ijccording  to  the  Precepts  of  Art,  is  foundf  Itietallick  Labours,  unlefs  it  be  firft  reduced  to  a  red 


to  be  the  .pureft  of  all  other  Sulphurs,  and  endued 
with  no  Fdculencies ;  fo  alfo  necelfarily,  when  that 
Sulphur  is  kindled  and  burnt,  with  the  Flame  muft 
needs  afeend  as  it  were  an  unburnable  Subftance, 
which  may  be  received  in  a  Refrigeratory  for  a- 
mending  humane  and  metallick  Bodies.  Whofoever 
cannot  comprehend  and  believe  thefc,  he  truely  and 
condignly  may  be  called  a  Blockhead,  although  by 
his  Flatterers  ( men  very  indiferete )  he  be  ac¬ 
counted  even  the  Eighth  of  the  Wife  wen,  or  a  le- 
cond  Paracelfus. 

I  purpofed  in  my  mind  to  communicate  this  fupream 
Medicine  to  fome  candid  Friends,  that  fome  prefent 
Medicine  may  thence  be  made,  by  the  falutary  help 
of  which,  I  alfo  in  this  my  declining  Age,  and  in 
the  Dmturnity  of  my  Diieafo,  may  be  made  parta¬ 
ker  of  fome  Relief,  fince  I  my  felf  now  fick  in  Bed, 
am  able  to  prepare  nothing. 

Indeed  I  did  formerly  reveal  this  fo  very  great 
Myftery  to  fome  of  my  old  Friends,  and  that  to  the 
end  that  they  being  found  and  in  health  might  la¬ 
bour  therein ,  and  after  their  Work  was  ended 
(  which  might  be  compleated  in  Eight  days  )  com¬ 
municate  tome,  as  anOffering  of  thanks,  fome  fmall 
part  of  that  Medicine,  that  my  old  infirm  Body 
might  be  comforted  ;  but  their  intent  was  far  other- 
w'ife ;  For  thefe  rude  men  would  not  fuffer  me  to 
participate  of  one  Grain  of  the  Medicine  revealed, 
nor  ever  came  within  my  Doors  fo  much  as  once, 
after  they  were  fully  and  plainly  inftruded  in  the 
Art  by  me  taivght  ;  but  palfed  by  as  if  1  had  been  a 
man  wholly  unknown  and  never  foen  by  them.  But 
this  was  to  me  a  very  -juft  and  truely  deferved  Re- 
eompence,  becaufe  I  being  too  credulous,  did  fo 
vilely  caft  into  the  Mire  the  moft  noble  Pearl  of  all 
Medicine,  not  confidering  the  faithfull  admonition 
of  the  fupream  Mafter :  Beware  of  Men 

1  muft  needs  confefsthat  it  is  not  a  Work  for  cove¬ 
tous  men  ;  becaufo  fuch  thirft  after  nothing  elfo,  but 
a  great  Mafs  of  Gold,  and  think  this  moft  noble  Art 
to  be  no  other  than  a  rotten  Thread.  In  like  man¬ 
ner  I  do  alfo  confeft,  that  common  Spirit  of  Wine 
gives  forth  from  it  felf  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
fuch  CoeIefii;il  Salt;  yet  a  great  quantity  of  the 
fime  no  man  hath  need  of,  becaufe  the  power 
and  efficacy  thereof  ftiews  it  felf  far  and  nigh.  If 
any  one  be  defirous  to  acquire  to  himfelf  a  greater 
quantity  of  this  our  Cpeleftial  Mercury,  he  may  ob¬ 
tain  his  defire,  if  he  make  ufo  of  a  good  medicinal 
Reftorative  Subjed,  as  Sulphur  or  Antimony  fixed 
to  a  Rednefs,  alfo  Gold,  Pearls,  red  Corals,  caft 
Skins  of  Serpents,  Boletus  or  Fungus  Cer-vlnus.  If 
thefe  and  the  like  reftoring  or  renovating  things  be 
extracted  with  Spirit  of  Wine  and  the  fame  Wine 
,  burnt :  becaufe  in  doing  that,  with  the  Flame  will 
afeend  a  moft  pure  mercurial  Salt,  which  muft  be 
received  in  a  cold  Recipient. 

In  like  manner  all  Metals,  when  they  are  duely 


may  profitably  fee  adminiftred,  as  well  in  Medicine 
as  in  Chymiftry.  For  the  Salt  of  Saturn  is  a  moft 
prefent  Peftilential  Remedy  ;  the  Salt  of  Fenus  an 
efficacious  Venereal  Medicament,  the  Salt  of  Luna 
a  moft  excellent  Cephalick,  the  Salt  of  Gold  a  fit- 
mous  Cordial,  and  the  Salt  of  Mars  an  admirable 
Stomach  Remedy,  and  a  true  Tincture,  by  the  help 
of  which  vulgar  Mercury  and  Luna  may  be  tinged 
into  Gold.  But  it  cannot  profitably  be  adhibited  in 


Fixednefs  by  the  benefit  of  common  Gold,  being 
fuch,  as  after  the  firft  Preparation  may  be  very  eafily 
fixed  and  rubified ;  although  it  all  afeends  in  a  white 
Flarne,  and  the  Preparation  be  from  a  red  Subjeft. 
For  it  is  fixed  and  waxeth  red,  if  any  one  do  from 
it  but  once  abftrad  the  Water  of  Saltaberis,  as 
racelfus  calls  it.  But  if  you  ask  what  Paracelfus  his 
Water  of  Saltaberis  \s,  it  is  not  my  purpofc  at  this 
time  to  publifh  and  divulge  that  kind  of  Water. 
Helmont  vaftly  erred,  when  he  diought  it  to  be  the 
Water  of  Whites  of  Eggs,  which  it  is  not,  but  it  is  a 
Water  preparable  for  a  very  fmall  Price,  as  much  as 
is  fufficient. 

In  the  mean  while,  no  unskilfull  Man  is  able  to 
believe,  with  how  great  a  property  of  purging;  ele¬ 
vating  and  fixing  the  Flame  of  good  Spirit  of  Wine 
is  endued.  Therefore,  whofoever  is  defirous  of 
knowing  this,  by  putting  his  hand  to  the  Work  let 
him  make  Trial.  The  Flame  of  this  burning  Spi¬ 
rit  renders  all  corrofive  and  bitter  metallick  Subjedjj 
fweet  and  pleafant ;  therefore  Lully  rightly  faid : 
The  immature  Bitternefs  ts  to  be  dulcified,  that  the  vshde 
Magi  fiery  may  he  obtained.  Briefly  I  fay,  by  the  be¬ 
nefit  thereof,  fo  great  good  may  be  performed  as  is 
difficult  to  be  believed,  unlefs  any  one  befoie  be  lets 
about  the  Work  hath  beheld  the  Event.  In  which 
at  prefont  we  acquiefee,  yet  out  of  an  abundance 
fhewing  this,  that,  whenfoever  any  man  hath  a 
mind  to  fubtilize  metallick  Subjects  by  a  burning 
Spirit  (  diftillingor  fubliming  them  into  fweet  Salts 
or  Tineftures  )  he  is  obliged  by  no  neceffity  at  all, 
to  life  no  other  than  Spirit  of  V-Vine  onely  ;  becaufo 
a  burning  Spirit  of  Com,  or  extraefted  out  of  other 
Vegetables,  will  do  the  fame.  But  whofoever  would 
without  Metals  acquire  a  fweet  medicinal  Mercury 
per  fe,  he  muft  prepare  that  of  the  Spirit  of  fweec 
j^Vme;  becaufo  other  Vegetables  afford  not  fo  much 
miercurial  Salt  as  may  be  had  from  Wine ;  which  is  to 
be  kept  in  mind  as  a  thing  worthy  of  Obforvation. 

Thus  have  I  here  clearly  revealed  as  high  a  Me¬ 
dicine  as  ever  was  or  can  be  found  in  the  Nature  of 
things ;  which  no  one  of  the  Philofophers  before  me 
did  ever  prefume  to  do.  Indeed  Albertus  Magnus, 
and  his  Difoiple  Thomas  Aquinas  have  written  of  it 
fornewhat  more  clearly  than  others,  yet  ft),  as  few 
Readers  can  follow  the  mind  of  them.  For  they  do 
indeed  make  mention  of  Spirit  of  Wine,  yet  the 
Inftrument  under  which  it  is  to  be  burned,  they  did 
not  in  any  wife  exprefo,  or  hint  at.  Bafilius  taught 
that  the  Inftrument  was  to  be  made  of  Copper  ;  yet 
this  kind  of  Inftrument  is  not  every  way  conducible, 
but  there  is  fome  defeft;  in  it.  As  for  my  folf,  I  long 
fought  with  earneftneft,  before  I  could  find  a  fit  In¬ 
ftrument,  in  which  1  might  receive  this  Coe'eftial 
Salt  and  Mercury.  Let  others  after  me^lfo  make  the 
like  fearch,  till  they  find.  It  is  not  my  bufineftat 
all  times,  to  caft  all  things  at  the  Feet  of  the  unwor¬ 
thy.  For  I  am  forbid  by  the  Fates,  having  already 
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divulged  more  than  enough.  But  whofoever  is  de- 
hrous  of  learning  more  touching  this  kind  of  labour, 
let  him  perufe  Bracefcus  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Tree 
of  Life,  touching  our  mercurial  Water,  where  he 
may  find  things  enough  worthy  of  note  to  yield  him 
content,  A-vicen  indeed  writes  alfo  excellently,  but 
very  briefly.  Cofmopolita  and  ISleujcmentuis  have  writ 
Ibmewhat  more  clearly  in  their  Books,  yet  with  fo 
Philofophick  a  Charadler,  as  ftarcely  one  among  a 
I  thoufand  Readers  fhall  there  find  what  he  feeks. 

j  More  at  this  time  touching  this  it  is  not  lawfull  for 

me  to  difcourfe ;  but  of  other  things  here  to  be  treated 
of,  let  every  one  comment  and  meditate  what  he 
thinks  good. 

of  the  further  ufe  of  our  Salmiack.  ' 

IN  my  lately  publiflied  Treatife  of  the  three  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Metals^  I  fhewed  how  by  the  help  of 
Pro/erp/Wi^the  WiteofP/«fo,  a  tinging  Oil  of  afangui- 
I  neous  Colour  might  be  diftilled  from  the  Vitriol  of 
Ahars,  and  thence  be  coagulated  into  a  fwect  Fufile 
Stone,  by  the  benefit  of  which  great  things  may  be 
orfedted  in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  and  Gems. 
But  what  is  underftood  by  Froferpna  I  confiderately 
concealed  from  the  Reader,  as  well  as  the  Coagula¬ 
tion  of  the  red  and  white  corrofive  Oil  of  Vitriol 
into  a  fweet  Stone,  becaufe  at  that  time  I  purpofed 
not  to  publifh  any  thing  more  thereabout.  After 
that  Publication,  certain  Rivals  of  our  Art  came  to 
i  me  very  earneftly  intreating,  that  I  would  alfb  re¬ 
veal  to  them  Proferpna  and  my  Coagulation  of  Vitri¬ 
ol  :  Thefe  men  by  their  perfwafive  Intreaties  fo  foft- 
ned  my  mind,  as  I  was  freely  willing  togratifiethem, 
but  with  this  Condition,  'viz,,  that  fo  foon  as  they 
had  elaborated  the  whole  Work,  they  (hould  impart 
to  me  fome  fmall  Portion  of  that  Medicine,  yet  this 
j  promifeof  a  thankfull  acknowledgment  hath  not  un- 
1  till  this  day  been  fulfilled,  wherefore  I  on  the  other 
band  fearing  that  fo  great  a  Secret  (  -viz.  how  by  the 
1 1  help  of  Projerpina  the  tinging  Oil  of  Vitriol  of  a  fan- 
■  guineous  Col  our,  stinging  into  Gold,  might  af- 

terward  be  coagulated  into  a  Fufile  Stone  )  fhould  ■ 
jif'' be  expofed  to  publick  view  by  thofe,  that  were  fb 
B  ungratetull  to  me,  was  fefolved  I  would  my  felf  be 
B  the  Publifher  of  fb  great  an  Ar canum ,  knowing  al¬ 
ii  ways,  that  the  Mafter  is  better  able  to  difeourfe  of 
I  his  own  Work,  than  the  .Difciple ;  not  in  the  lead: 
I  doubting,  but  that  by  this  Revelation  or  way  of  dif 
I  covery,  many  Alchymifts,  reduced  almoft  to  the 
|l  extream  necelfity  of  Irm,  and  ready  to  perifh,  will 
I  be  able  to  recover  themfelves,  and  obtain  their  pri- 
I  ftine  repute  among  men.  Therefore  touching  the 
I  -Difeovery  of  this  Arcanum  thus  take  it. 

I  iDBy  Proferf  ina  in  the  afore  mentioned  Treatife  is 
I  nnderftood  the  corrofive  Oil  of  Antimony,  or  in 
n  defed  of  that  Butter  of  Antimony,  which  (  when 
11  added  to  Vitriol  of  Mars  in  like  Proportion,  and  di- 
ij  .Rilled  by  Retort  )  carries  over  with, it  felf  the  Gold 
.of  Philofbphers  or  TintRure  of  Mars,  in  form  of  a 
t  thick  Oil  of  a  fanguine  Rednefs  ;  which  red  Oil, 

’  'w^Jacn  coagulated  into  a  fweet  Fufile  Stone,  will  be 
f  v'ery  available  in  the  Emendation  of  Metals,  efpeci- 
I  ally  in  tinging  into, good  Gold,  as  a  little  after 

j  you  fhall  hear.  Thefe  are  briefly  fpoken  touching 
3  the  Antimonial  Fro/erpina  :  Flere  following  it  fhall 
f  be  fhewed  by  us,  how  our  Secret  Sal  Armomack  may 
I  profitably  be  ufed  inftead  of  the  Antimonial  Profer- 
I  fma,  alter  we  have  premifed  the  way  of  coagulating 
the  red  Oil  of  Vitriol  into  a  Stone  not  corrofive,  by 


help  of  W'hich  Metals  may  be  amended  varioufly. 
As  to  the  Coagulation  of  the  red  and  white  Oil  of 
Vitriol,  and  alfb  of  other  corrofive  Liquors,  that  in¬ 
deed  is  very  eafie  to  accomplifh,  but  hard  to  find 
our.  ^  For  all  Philofophers  have  very  obfcurely  writ 
^  this  kind  of  operating,  in  fiich  a  Laconick  manner : 
Diflolve  and  Coagulate.  The  Solution  of  Mars  into 
V  itriol  is  made  by  the  help  of  common  Oil  of  Vitri? 
ol,  or  elfe  by  Spirit  of  Salt.  But  thb  Coagulation 
into  a  tinging  Stone  not  corrofive  is  made  by  the  help 
of  old,  cold  and  dry  Saturn,  becaufe  he  it  is, 
underftands  how  with  his  own  moft  intent  Coldnefs 
and  Drynefs  to  extinguifh  all  humid  coldifh  Fire® 
and  to  change  them  into  hard  Stones. 

No  one  of  the  Philofophers  hath  writ  more  clear¬ 
ly  touching  the  Coagulation  of  mineral  Spirits,  than 
Paracelfus,  in  that  Treatife  which  is  intituled  the 
Heaven  of  Philofophers,  being  that  in  which  he 
treats  of  the  Nature  and  Properties  of  the  (even 
Metals,  and  in  the  Fifth  Chapter  of  Saturn,  he  thus 
fpeaks. 

Qanon  tjje  Fifth,  touching  the  Nature  and  Properties  of 

Saturn.  ^ 

A  Turn  of  his  own  proper  Nature  thus  fpeak- 
eth. 

The  fix  other  Metals  have  caf  me  out  for  their  Exa¬ 
minator,  and  have  thrufi  mefrosn  themfelves  out  of  the  ' 
Spiritual  Place :  They  have  given  into  my  Manfion  a 
corruptible  Body,  that  I  might  be  iishat  they  neither  are 
nor  defire  to  have.  My  fix  Brethren  are  fpiritual, 
thence  it  is,  that  they  penetrate  my  Body  as  often  as  I 
am  burned  in  the  Fire  ;  and  together  'nsith  me  they  perijh 
in  Ffie.  Sol  and  Luna  cnely  excepted,  which  are  clean- 
fed  with  my  hfaper  and  wax  proud.  My  Spirit  is  a 
Water  foftning  the  .rigid  and  congealed  Bodies  of  my 
Brethren.  Fet  my  Body  tends  to  the  Earth.',  whatfoever 
is  received  into  me^  becomes  alfo  conformable  to  us,  and 
by  us  is  converted  into  one  Body.  It  would  not  be* profi¬ 
table  for  the  IForld,  if  it  jlwuld  know  or  could  believe  what 
are  latent  in  me,  and  w})at  I  am  able  to  effell.  It  would 
be  more  profitable  for  the  World  if  it  under fivood  that, 
with  me,  which  I  am  able  to  do  :  Then  leaving  aU  Arts 
df  It  would  ufe  this  onely,  which  in  me  is, 

and  by  me  can  he  done.  The  Coldnefs  of  a  Stone  is  in 
me-,  tUs  IS  the  Water,  by  which  I  caufe  the  Spirits  of  the 
fix  Metals  to  be  congealed  into  one  corporeal  Being  of  the 
feventh,  that  is,  to  augment  Sol  u^V/^Luna. 

Thefe  I  have  tranferibed  word  for  word  out  of 
Paracelfus,  that  by  them  it  might  be  fufficiently  raa- 

nifefi,  that  he  knew  how  to  perform  the  Coagulation 
of  lharp  mineral  Spirits  by  cold  and  dry  Saturn,  be¬ 
caufe  touching  that  he  fo  evidently  writes,  as  he 
that  writes  moft  plainly  cannot  deferike'  the  fame 
more  clearly,  although  there  have  b^en  very  few 
men,  who  did  rightly  underftand  this  Prince  of  Phi¬ 
lofbphers,  and  could  by  his  words,  learn  the  Coagu¬ 
lation  offharp  mineral  Spirits  tRere  touched,  although 
in  a  particular  Tranfmutafionnef,  Metals  no  method 
more  eafie  can  be  given  than  by  our  Salt  of  Philo¬ 
fophers,  which  from  red  Oil  of  Vitriol  is  coagulated 
by  cold  Saturn.  J  will  not  p>afs  over  in  filence,  what 
Fruit  mayotherwife  be.  reaped  by  the  Benefit  of  this 
in  the  Emendation  .of  ignoble  and  very  prerious 
Stones  ;  becaufe  by  that  kind  of  labour  nmre  profit 
may  be  gained  by  ten  Told,  than  in  the  Graduation 
of  Metals  into  and  Luna;  for  our  red  Stone  ex¬ 
alts  all  Gems  in  their  Colours,  and  tingeth  white 
Cryftals  into  all  kind  of  Colours;  in  which  Work, 

there 
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there  is  not  any  of  the  Off  fprings  of  the  Earth  able 
to  do  the  like.  Wherefore  the  Ancient  Philofophers 
more  efteemed  this  Coloration  of  Stones,  than  the 
Art  of  tinging  Silver  into  Gold  ;  For  fuch  a  Stone 
not  onely  amends  Metals,  but  alfo  graduates  Imall 
Stones  noble  and  ignoble,  and  tingeth  them  into 
better  fhapes  and  colours.  For  more  excellency  and 
good  lies  hid  in  defpicable  Lead,  than  any  unskilfull 
man  is  able  to  imagine  or  can  perfwade  himfelf  to 
X  believe  ;  becauie  the  Infide  of  it  is  no  other  than 
■  mere  Gold,  infomuch  as  Philofophers  have  called  it 
Leprous  Gold. 

A  So  foon  as  this  impure  Gold  (hall  be  impregnated 
^with  the  Antimonial  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  both  con- 
junftively  coagulated  together  into  a  red  Stone, 
thence  muft  neceflarily  be  made  a  Tincture  for  Me¬ 
tals,  as  well  as  for  Stones.  Much  more  fhould  here 
be  fpoken  touching  our  coagulated  red  Oil  of  Vitri¬ 
ol  :  But  to  what  purpofe  is  it  to  bring  a  ftmple  of 
beautifull  Colours  before  the  Eyes  of  a  blind  man, 
being  fuch  as  he  cannot  fee,  nor  is  able  to  judge  any 
thing  of  [  See  this  Procefs  plain  in  Proferpma.  ] 

In  the  fevenrh  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany, 
mention  is  made  of  a  like  Coagulation  of  (harp  Spirits, 
wherefore  I  would  refer  every  ftudious  Lover  of  cu¬ 
rious  Arts  to  the  perulal  of  that  parr.  For  what  are  here 
briefly  treated  of,  are  there  more  copioufly  handled, 
as  every  Reader  may  find,  and  apply  to  his  proper 
Benefit.  Time  now  admits  not  a  more  ample  Dif 
courfe  in  this  place,  touching  fuch  fharp  Spirits  of 
Salt. 

A  Furthur  Ufe  of  our  Salmiack. 

FIrff,  vulgar  Mercury,  by  the  help  of  our  Secret 
Salmiack,  may  be  fo  purified  in  thefpace  of  one 
Day,  as  the  day  following  by  one  onely  abftradtion 
of  the  Water  of  Saltaberis,  it  may  be  coagulated  into 
a  red  fixed  Medicine.  Which  fwift  Mortification, 
Coagulation  or  Fixation,  was  highly  efteemed  by 
Paracelfus  and  Helmont.  This  Mercury,  Paracelfts 
infignized  with  the  Title  of  Coralline  Mercury,  ar^i 
celebrated  the  fame  with  this  illuftrious  Praife,  wss. 
that  in  the  whole  Nature  of  things,  there  was  not 
any  Remedy  more  excellent  for  yielding  relief  in  the 
Gout  and  French  Difeafe  ;  adding,  that  it  recreates 
the  mind  of  the  Artift,  becaufe  it  hath  entrance  into 
,  Gold,  and  with  the  fame  is  converted  into  Gold,  and 
fo  not  a  few  impoverifhed  Alchymifts  may  again  be 
ftored  with  Riches.  But  fince  the  Death  of  this 
Philofbpher,  you  fhall  not  find  that  there  hath  been 
one  or  other  of  the  Profeftburs  of  /Chymiftry  unto 
this  day,  who  could  prepare  fuch  a  red  fixed  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  the  Reafbn  hereof  is,  becaufe  none  of  the 
Sons  of  Art  could  comprehend  the  Water  of  Salta¬ 
beris,  by  which  Mercury  is  to  be  brought  to  a  fixed 
RednefI,  none  I  fay,  untill  Helmont,  that  moft  lear¬ 
ned  Philofbpher  of  our  Age  difeovered  himfelf,  wit 
neffing  that  he  alfb  could  prepare  fuch  Mercury, 
which  he  infignized  vaith  the  Name  of  Horizontal 
Gold,  affirming  it  would  Efficiently  fupply  whatfo- 
ever  the  Phyfician  and  Chyrurgeon  fhould  need. 

In  like  manner,  that  moft:  expert  Philofopher  Huy- 
fementius  did  write  offucha  Mercury,  teftifying,  that 
two  or  three  Grains  of  it  onely  being  taken  in  fome 
Confortative  ,  would  purge  out  all  Impurities  from 
the  humane  Body.  Indeed  Helmont  exprefi'eth  this 
in  other  words,  yet  by  them  intimates,  that  it  pur- 
geth  out  all  Filths  from  the  Veins,  Behold  three  fa¬ 
mous  men,  Ervinginftead  of  the  Columns 


of  all  Hermetick  Philofophy  and  Medicine  ;  for  they 
have  excellently  writ  of  this  Mercury  ;  vet  to  the 
Inventions  of  thefe,  none  of  their  Succeflbufs  have  > 
added  any  thing,  but  have  been  ftill  and  quiet,  fhun-  f 
ning  the  labour  of  preparing  an  Llniverfal  Medicine.  !  ■ 
During  the  eight  Months  I  was  detained  in  my  fick 
Bed,  by  reafon  of  my  Infirmity,  occafion  was  offered 
me  of  a  more  ferious^Meditation  of  fiich  abftrufc  i 
things,  infomuch  as  I  at  length  found  the  Water  of 
Saltaberis,  by  the  help  of  which  I  totally  fixed  Mer¬ 
cury,  not  indeed  as  Helmont  faith  into  conftani  good  | 
Silver,  but  into  very  good  Gold.  Wholcever  is  lei* 
zed  with  a  defire  of  fuccouring  the  mifery  of  the  fick, 
he  will  do  better  for  publick  good,  in  ufing  fuch  a 
fixed  Mercury  rather  for  expelling  the  Cruelty  of  a 
Tyrannical  Gout,  and  the  French  Difeafe,  than  for 
Gold  making,  unlefs  lb  far  as  he  hath  need  to  ufe  ' 
the  fame  for  neceflary  Aliments. 

-pWhofbever  defires  to  know  miore  of  this  Coralline 
Mercury ,  or  (  according  to  Helmont  )  Horizontal 
Gold  ;  let  him  perufe  our  little  Treatifc  intituled  the 
Seventh  Part  of  the Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea,  where 
hemay  find  not  onely  many  Mercurys,  which  are  not 
inferiour  to  this,  but  in  many  things  excel  it.  Alfo 
there  you  are  taught  how  a  burning  Spirit  may  be  * 
diftilled  from  all  Vegetables,  and  with  fuch  a  Spirit, 
by  kindling  and  burning  it,  the  Mercury  Wine  be 
feparated  from  the  Sulphur  in  flame,  and  that  as  a 
pure  Coeleftial  Salt  be  gathered  in  a  fit  Recipient,  and  • 
adminiftred  againft  all  Difeafes,  as  a  fupream  Llniver¬ 
fal  Medicine.  Alfo  there  is -taught  the  way  of  puri¬ 
fying  Mercury,  and  depriving  the  fame  of  every 
loathfbme  Tafte  and  Odour,  in  fuch  wife,  as  it  is 
rendred  fweet  and  pleafant,  like  to  Fire  confuming 
Difeafes,  and  for  correding  every  Cachexy  of  the 
whole  Body.  In  like  manner  the  fame  teacheth  the 
way  of  preparing  fo,  as  it  offers  it  felf  to  be 

ripened  by  the  Secret  Fire  of  Atrephms  into  the  high- 
eft  Medicine,  and  that  in  a  fhort  time  with  little  la¬ 
bour  and  charge,  .  : 

Hitherto  I  have  varioufly  treated  of  the  manifold 
Ufe  of  our  Alcaheft  ;  but  fince  this  kind  of  Dodtrine  ,  l 
may  profit  Junior  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  Chy-  y 
milts,  and  other  learned  men  more  than  Mechanick  ; 
Artificers  ;  I  purpofe  here"  to  fubjoin  fbme  other  I 
Secrets  alfb,  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  the  People,  that  ' 
fo  our  Alcaheft  may  become  Onefimus  the  common 
Servant  of  many,  and  in  this  manner  be  verified 
what  in  the  Eperior  or  precedent  Treatife  is  mentio¬ 
ned,  wz..  that  of  defpicable  Urine  all  men  of  all  Or¬ 
ders,  when  they  will  may  reap  profit,  and  Efficient  J 
Aliments.  Bur,  although  Spirit  of  Urine  alone,  with-  ' 

out  the  help  of  Oil  of  Vitriol ,  or  fbme  other  Acid  | 

Spirit,  cannot  effed  all  that  is  to  be  perfornfed,  yet  j 
the  labour  of  making  Oil  of  Viriol  is  not  to  be  efehewj» 
ed,  fince  it  is  that  which  may  be  prepared  in  abun¬ 
dance  with  little  charge,  and  almoft  no  trouble.  If 
any  one  be  but  a  little  more  skilfull,  than  a  common 
Chymift,  then  indeed  he  may  prepare  at  leaft  four 
pound  for  the  charge  of  one  Imperial.  If  you  can¬ 
not  perform  this  work.  Oil  of  Sulphur  offers  it  felf, 
which  is  more  conducible  for  preparation  of  the  Li¬ 
quor  Alcahfjt,  than  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  in  a  peculiar 
Furnace,  of  an  hundred  pounds  of  Sulphur,  without 
any  great  trouble,  you  may  eafily  prepare  ten  or 
twelve  pounds  of  Oil,  and  that  for  a  imall  charge. 

Wherefore,  whoEever  would  by  the  benefit  of  the  1 
Alcaheft  elaborate  any  thing  to  profit,  he  muft  firft 
be  provided  of,  and  furnifhed  with  Spirit  of  Urine, 

‘  and  that  Erne  quantity,  and  alfo  not  a  little  Oil  of 

Vitriol 
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Vitriol  or  Sulphur,  ready  for  future  ule,  that  with¬ 
out  any  delay  or  hindrance  he  may  happily  proceed 
in  his  work  begun,  which  without  thefe  he  cannot 
abfolve.  If  Spirit  of  Urine  and  Oil  of  Vitriol  be  to 
ibe  bought  by  any  one,  his  Alcahefi  will  be  too  dear, 
of  it  to  prepare  much  to  profit,  as  by  the  following 
fhall  appear. 

I  What  is  that  which  Vontanus  faith  to  this  ?  The 
whole  body  of  Mercury,  without  any  previous  Sepa¬ 
ration  of  the  pure  from  the  impure,  may  by  the  help 
of  the  Secret  Fire  ot^rtephim  be  totally  ripened  into 
a  fixed  Medicine  or  Tindlure,  without  any  diminu¬ 
tion  of  its  weight.  Touching  which  wonderful!  fixa¬ 
tion,  I  in  my  Sick-bed  made  a  fmall  trial,  infbmuch 
as  now  I  am  obliged  to  believe  what  Vontanm  affirm¬ 
ed  touching  fuch  a  Secret  Fire ;  openly  confefling, 
i  that  the  fame  Secret  Fire  is  more  to  be  efteemed  in 
i  Medicine  and  Alchymy,  than  all  other  great  Secrets, 
which  have  ever  been  obferved  by  Philofophers. 

!  Wherefore  now,  nothing  grieves  me  fb  much,  as  that 
by  reafon  of  my  great  indifpofednefs,  being  always 
conftrained  to  keep  my  Bed,  I  ^Jn  able  to  make  no 
;  further  trial  of  the  fame>y^  [^^1  A';  *7^ 

!  This  Fire  converts  all  venomous  Subjeds  into  fa- 
I  lutiferous  Medicaments  ;  fixeth  all  things  that  are 
volatile  ;  renders  all  fharp  and  bitter  things  fweet 
I  and  pleafant.  In  a  word,  this  Secret  Fire  cannot 
more  properly  be  compared  to  any  thing,  than  to 
"iitan  or  the  whence  all  things  draw  their  Life 
!  and  Increafe.  For  that  Fire,  firft  of  Earth,  Water 
^  and  Air,  produceth  grofs,  bitter  and  harfli  Fruits, 
then  ripens  them  being  unripe,  and  changeth  them 
into  fweet  and  pleafant  Fruits,  imitating  the  Sun  pro¬ 
ducing  fewer  Grapes,  which  it  fweetens  after  its  va- 
1  rious  Operations  upon  them.  The  fame  may  be  fpo- 
ken  of  the  maturation  of  vulgar  Mercury^  being  fuch 
!  as  per  fe  (  whilft  it  is  as  yet  volatile  )  is  to  be  efteemed 
an  immature  and  bitter  Fruit ;  but  as  foon  as  by  our 
'  Secret  Fire  its  Bitternefs  and  noxious  Venome  fhall 
I  be  taken  away,  and  it  becomes  fixed  and  able  to 
^  abide  the  Examen  of  Fire,  it  is  no  longer  a  bitter 
'  Venome,  but  palieth  into  a  falutiferous  Medicament. 

I  Hence  the  worthy  Lully  cried  out ;  If  you  duldfie  the 
hittevy  you  will  have  the  whole  Magifiery.  Which  Dul- 
cification  our  Secret  Fire  is  able  to  compleat  as  per- 
^  fedly  as  the  Sun  of  all  acid  and  harfh  produds  of 
'  Trees  makes  fweet,  pleafant  and  falubrious  Fruits. 
Tontanus  witnefleth ,  that  he  had  laboured  in  the 
true  matter'  of  the  Stone,  yet  that  he  erred  more 
than  an  hundred  times,  and  that  he  fhould  never 
have  returned  into  the  Royal  way  of  Infallible  Ope¬ 
ration  if  he  had  not  read  Artephius,  and  of  him 
learned  the  Fire  of  the  Wife.  This  indeed  is  a  thing 
to  be  admired,  that  almoft  no  Chymift  imploys  his 
Care,  Study,  Meditation  and  Counfel  to  feek  out 
and  find  our  Secret  Fire,  although  to  it  there  is 
Scarcely  given  another  like  and  fecond  in  all  the 
things  of  Nature.  Artephius  did  fo  clearly  deferibe 
that  Fire,  as  you  would  wonder  that  fo  few  Search¬ 
ers  have  ever  comprehended  his  Mind.  All  other 
Philofophers,  who  were  partakers  of  fuch  a  Fire,  do 
with  Artephius  exprefly  write,  that  it  burns  continu¬ 
ally  in  their  Glafs,  and  not  fo  extrinfecally,  in  one 
degree.  Whence  indeed  it  is  fufficiently-  manifeft, 
that  the  fame  is  not  common  Fire  made  of  Wood  and 
Coals.  Therefore  I  do  pofitively  fay,  that  our  Secret 
Fire  in  a  fhort  time,  is  able  to  tranfmute  the  whole 
of  Mercury  into  a  red,  fweet  and  pleafant  Tindure, 

:  and  alfo  to  change  both  humane  and  metallick  Bo- 
'  dies. 


Tet  further^  Touching  the  mof  fruitfull  Ufe  of  our  Al- 
calieft,  bringing  great  Gain  in  Metallick  Labours. 

AS  we  have  heard  that  volatile  common  Mercury 
is  fixed  and  rendred  conftant  in  Fire,  by  the 
help  of  our  Alcahefi  ;  fo  it  alfb  ih  fuch  wife  fixeth  o- 
ther  Minerals,  and  volatile  Metals,  as  the  fame  in 
Cupellatingj  leave  behind  both  Sol  and  Lune  y  not 
without  notable  utility.  But  thence  efpecially  may 
you  reap  vaft  profit,  if  volatile  5e/and  Luna^  extrac¬ 
ted  by  Adfua  Fortis  out  of  Sand  and  Earth,  be  again 
totally  fixed  by  help  of  that,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
they  ki  Fire  fly  not ;  but  yielding,  permit  themfelves 
to  be  melted  as  any  other  Sol  and  Lune.  Metals, 
whenfbever  wrought  upon  by  the  help  of  Atjua  For- 
tisy  although  they  were  fixt  before,  degenerate  into 
another  Nature,  and  are  volatilized,  fo  as  with  a 
ftrong  Fire  of  Fufion  they  fly  away  to  the  Owners 
great  lofs.  As  for  Example  :  If  you  diflblve  Lune 
in  Atjua  Regia ,  and  upon  the  fame  Solution  pour 
common  Salt-water,  the  Lune  will  be  precipited  from 
the  Water  in  the  form  of  a  white  Powder,  which  if 
with  other  Water  you  well  edulcorate  and  dry,  you 
will  have  a  Calx  of  Lune  much  more  ponderous  than 
the  Lune  was  before  Which  kind  of  increafe  ari- 
feth  onely  from  the  fharp  Spirits  of  the  Salt,  which 
the  Silver  hath  drawn  into  it  felf  fb  firmly,  as  by  the 
benefit  of  Water  they  could  not  be  totally  feparated ^ 
but  remain  in  it,  not  onely  whilft  it  is  heated  red- 
hot,  but  alfb  in  a  ftrong  Fire  of  Fufion,  infbmuch  aS 
the  Lune  fhews  it  felf  not  traftable  in  Fire,  as  any  o- 
ther  Silver,  but  remains  like  a  Stone  in  that  vehe¬ 
ment  Fire,  fb  as  whilft  it  is  flowing,  thofe  Spirits  of 
the  Salt  carry  away  much  of  the  Silver  with  them  iri 
fume  ;  and  part  of  it  alfo  penetrates  into  the  Cruci¬ 
ble.  Wherefore  fuch  Lune  precipitated  with  Salt,  can¬ 
not  be  melted  again  and  made  dudlile  Silver  without 
great  lofs  and  detriment,  but  appears  intra<ftabl3 
like  a  tranfparent  Horn ,  whence  alfo  it  is  by  Chy- 
mifts  called  the  Horn  of  the  Moon  ;  but  I  in  my  Wri¬ 
tings  name  this  Silver  (  as  being  that  which  is  alto¬ 
gether  volatile  and  fufible  )  the  Mercury  of  Luna. 

In  the  fame  manner  alfb  Saturn  may  be  converted 
into  a  Liquable  and  volatile  Mercury y  touching  the 
admirable  and  profitable  ufe  of  which,  I  have  writ, 
but  not  publifhed,  a  whole  Treatife,  which  is  inti¬ 
tuled,  The  Work  of  Saturn  :  but  of  this  no  more  here. 
The  Evening  of  the  Day  now  approaching,  admo- 
nifheth  us  to  return  to  fpeak  of  our  volatile  Lune , 
and  to  fhew  the  way  of  reducing  that  into  fixed  and 
foft  or  tractable  Silver  ;  which  indeed  by  unskilfull 
Men  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  difficult  Art,  but  by  skilful! 
Men  it  is  known  to  be  eafily  effected  with  the  great 
Utility  of  the  Operator. 

But  fbme  one  may  ^y,  what  need  we  about  that 
imploy  our  principal  Cares  and  Meditations,  to  ren¬ 
der  fuch  precipitated  volatile  Lune  into  fixed  and 
good  Silver,  fince  there  are  other  ways  of  precipi¬ 
tating  Silver  from  Aqua  FortiSy  viz.  by  the  help  of 
thin  plates  of  Venus .?  To  fuch  a  Man ,  I  thus 
anfwer :  They  who  commonly  feparate  Sol  from 
Lunuy  are  in  a  great  meafure  abufed  by  that  way  of 
precipitation  with  Venus  Plates  ;  but  they  would 
never  ufe  that  chargeable  Precipitation,  if  they  en¬ 
joyed  the  knowledge  of  any  other  more  profitable. 
Chargeable,  I  fay,  is  fuch  a  Precipitation  to  thofe 
that  ufe  it,  becaufe  much  Water  muft  be  poured  into 
the  Solution,  for  wafhing  away  or  weakening  the 
force  of  the  Aqua  Fort  is,  that  the  Lune  may  the  more 
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readily  be  precipitated  by  the  Venm ,  and  the 
Acfua  Forth  alfo  not  dilTolve  too  much  of  the  Ve¬ 
nus.  By  this  feparation  the  Aqua  Forth  is  loft,  be- 
caufe  it  becomes  Coppery,  und  unfit  for  a  new  ufe 
of  feparating.  For  one  Mark  of  Silver  cofts  in  Aqua 
Forth  onely  (  not  reckoning  Labour  and  Workman- 
ftiip )  almoft  half  an  Imperial :  wherefore  our  Bel- 
gtan  Refiners  think  it  worth  their  while,  if  for  fepa¬ 
ration  of  every  Mark  of  Guilt  Silver,  they  fpend  but 
two  Holland  Florens ,  or  f  of  one  Imperial  ,  for  o- 
therwile  they  cannot  gain  much :  Yet  fome  of  them 
will  not  precipitate  their  Lune  with  the  help  of  V e- 
mts  Plates,  and  fb  lofe  their  Aqua  Forth.,  but  by  di- 
ftillation  abftra<ft  the  Aqua  Fortis,  and  afterwafd  ule 
it  again.  But  this  abftradtion  is  difficultly  performed, 
and  is  not  void  of  danger.  For  the  Glaft  breaking, 
the  Silver  is  fpilt  amongft  the  Sand ,  fb  as  the  whole 
cannot  be  recovered  again  without  fome  damage, 
and  fometimes  there  is  great  loft.  Wherefore  fuch  a 
way  of  feparating,  although  you  can  lave  part  of 
the  Aqua  Forth,  yet  it  is  chargeable  and  alfb  dange¬ 
rous  (  when  Aqua  Fortis  is  to  be  prepared  in  a  great 
quantity,  as  is  wont  to  be  done  in  metallick  Mines 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  and  alfb  in  Goldfiniths  Shops  ) 
becaufe  it  requires  a  filthy  toil,  fordid  labour,  great 
expence,  and  a  continual  tirefbme  and  perillous  trou¬ 
ble.  I  add  perillous,  and  that  defervedly  ;  becaufe 
thofe  Operators,  who  frequently  feparate  with  Aqua 
Fortis,  do  very  often  become  Feripneumonick,  and 
difeafed  in  their  Lungs,  by  attrafting  with  their 
breath  the  Acrimony  of  thofe  Spirits  into  their  Lungs, 
with  which  (harp  Spirits  the  Lungs  being  touched, 
are  hurt,  and  rendred  obnoxious  to  Putrefaftion , 
infomuch  as  among  thofe  Separators  you  ftiall  very 
rarely  ever  find  an  old  Gray-hair’d  Mafter.  For  fuch 
Companions,  even  in  their  flourifhing  Age,  are  un 
timely  hurried  out  of  this  life.  But  what  are  thefe 
feeble  wretches  able  to  doe,  in  withftanding  the 
great  Power  of  Deftiny  ?  Of  Golden-Silver,  Moni- 
ers  know  not  how  to  make  Money  before  they  have 
feparated  the  Gold  from  it,  how  great  coft  fbever 
they  be  at  for  feparating  the  fame.  About  two 
years  fince  I  writ  touching  a  certain  Artificial  me- 
thod-of  feparating  Gold  from  Silver  in  abundance  ; 
but  becaufe  I  was  taken  fick  a  little  after,  and  have 
continued  difcompofed  almoft  ever  fince ,  I  could 
not  bring  that  laudable  and  moft  profitable  Work  of 
Separation  to  effeft. 

But  afterward  this  my  Infirmity  continuing  long, 
and  I  neceflitated  to  keep  my  Bed,  although  trou¬ 
bled  with  no  confiderable  fenfe  of  pain,  could  do 
nothing,  but  onely  bend  and  incline  my  ferious 
thoughts  and  meditations  upon  Nature  and  Art  ■, 
then  God  and  Fortune  fhewed  me  the  way,  by 
which  every  common  Mercury  may  be  fixed  and 
rendred  conftant  in  Fire.  Which  fudden  fixation  of 
volatile  Mercury,  the  Deluder  of  all  Alchymifts,  gave 
me  farther  occafion  of  fixing  other  volatile  Subjeds 
alfb.  But  among  others,  1  ordered  trial  and  proof 
to  be  made  of  a  volatile  Calx  of  Lune  precipitated 
with  fait  Water,  that  I  might  experimentally  fee, 
whether  fuch  volatile  Silver  might  not  be  fo  bound 
up,  as  to  fufferitfeif,  like  any  other  Lune  to  be  mel¬ 
ted  without  detriment  or  loft  ;  the  effe(ft  of  which 
Trial  or  Proof  fucceeded  according  to  my  expedla- 
tion.  That  indeed  is  a  great  Reward  of  a  great  In¬ 
vention,  infomuch  as  it  fupplies  me  with  fufficient 
matter  of  aliening  with  Archimedes ,  It  is  an  Inven¬ 
tion  worth  the  Milk  of  an  hundred  Kine.  For  this 
Fixation  of  volatile  Silver  will  afford  a  famous  Fruit 


of  Utility  in  Alchymy,  and  efpecially  in  the  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Gold  from  Silver  ;  becaufe  fiich  a  way  the  Se¬ 
paration  of  Gold  from  Silver  may  eafily  be  made;  -uis;. 
there  being  no  need  of  the  Solution  of  Silver  by 
Aqua  Forth,  but  it  is  fufficient  if  the  Silver  be  onely 
granulated,  and  the  Sol  which  is  in  it  extrafted  by 
Aqua  Regia  ;  becaufe  that  being  done,  you  will  fee 
all  the  Silver  refiding  in  the  bottom.  And  although 
there  fhould  be  half  an  Ounce  of  Gold  in  every 
Mark  of  Silver,  yet  you  will  need  no  more  Aqua  Re~ 
gta,  than  onely  fo  much  as  is  required  for  the  Solu¬ 
tion  of  fuch  a  quantity  of  Gold ;  fo  as  a  diligent 
Man,  in  the  fpace  of  one  day,  may  very  well  fepa¬ 
rate  an  hundred  Marks  of  Golden-Silver,  for  the 
charge  of  three  Duckets.  And  this  artifical  method 
of  Separating  may  not  onely  be  ufed  by  the  Separa¬ 
tors  of  Gold  from  Lune,  but  you  may  thence  alfo 
reap  greater  profit,  whenfoever  you  are  defirous  by 
the  help  of  Aqua  Forth  to  extra<fl  Silver  from  Stones, 
Sand  and  Clay,  and  to  precipitate  the  fame  with 
Salt :  for  this  way  all  the  Aqua  Regis  will  be  faved, 
that  Aqua  Forth  by  the  addition  of  Salt  being  tur¬ 
ned  into  Aqua  Regis,  which  will  be  moft  power¬ 
fully  conducent  for  extracting  Gold  our  of  Sand  and 
Stones,  and  for  precipitating  by  a  Mercurial  Preci¬ 
pitation  of  the  Gold  from  the  Aqua  Regia,  and  after¬ 
ward  that  Aqua  Regia  may  again  be  ufed  with  no¬ 
table  profit  for  extracting  like  Gold.  Touching 
which  gainfull  Extraction ,  the  Seventh  Parc  of  the 
Projperity  of  our  Country  largely  treateth.  Here  my 
intent  was  onely  to  publifh  an  Artificial,  and  not 
chargeable  way  of  feparating  Gold  from  Silver; 
which  is  fuch  a  method,  as  I  believe  the  World  ne¬ 
ver  knew  before. 

Thus  this  new-invented  Work  of  Separation  is 
a  moft  profitable  Compendium ,  by  the  benefit  of 
which  every  skilfull  Man  hereafter  may  with  a  good 
courage  labour,  and  increafe  his  Goods  and  Fortunes 
honeftly  :  for  I  believe  there  cannot  be  invented 
any  new  Work  more  compendious  than  this  we  have 
here  alledged,  for  the  feparation  of  Gold  from  Sil¬ 
ver  ;  wherefore  we  acquiefee  in  that.  But  if  any 
one  would  be  more  prolixly  inftruCted  in  this  Arti¬ 
ficial  Separation ,  let  him  perufe  the  above-recited 
Seventh  Part  of  the  Frofperity  of  Germany,  where 
he  may  fatisfie  the  hunger  of  his  defires.  Here  you 
have  the  Firfi  Appendix  on  the  Seventh  Fart  of  my 
Spagyrical  Fharmacopcea  :  but  in  the  following  Second 
Appendix  (  God  willing)  I  will  difcover  yet  greater 
Secrets,  which  may  be  perfected  by  our  Alcahefi, 
but  were  never  yet  manifefted  to  the  World.  But 
at  this  time,  courteous  Reader,  take  in  good  part 
thefe  few  things  here  premifed,  and  whatfoever  ex¬ 
cellent  thing  lhall  hereafter  offer  it  felf,  the  fame 
(hall  be  prefented  to  thy  Confideration. 

Therefore,  fince  (  as  is  above  declared  and  fhew¬ 
ed)  our  Secret  Alcahefi  is  able  to  enrich  Mortals 
with  many  kinds  of  gainfull  Emolument,  he  is  in 
no- wife  to  be  reprehended,  that  afpires  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  elaborating  fo  excellent  a  Work,  viz,,  how 
he  fhould  prepare  for  himfelf  Oil  of  Vitriol  or  Sul¬ 
phur,  and  that  in  abundance  for  a  very  fmall  charge: 
for  nothing  hinders,  but  that  four  or  five  pounds 
thereof  may  be  prepared  for  the  charge  of  one  Im¬ 
perial.  I  need  not  mention  how  Spirit  of  Urine  may 
eafily  be  had  and  prepared  in  abundance,  vtz,.  fo 
foon  as  one  fhall  caufe  Urine  mixt  with  Quicklime 
to  afeend  in  a  large  diftillatory  Vefica.  For  if  any  one 
fhall  fo  prepare  his  Akahefi,  eight  or  ten  pounds 
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thereof,  after  his  work  is  done,  will  fcarcely  coft 
him  one  Imperial:  wherefore  he  muft  needs  gain 
much  more,  than  if  he  fhould  buy  the  fame  of  others 
that  fell  it,  for  a  great  Price.  In  the  mean  while  I 
doubt  not,  but  that  fuch  a  moft  eafie  Coagulation 


or  Fixation  of  Mercury^  as  is  made  by  help  of  this 
Alcahejt^  will  excite  not  a  few  of  the  more  unskih 
mil  Readers,  to  the  love  of  Learning  from  expert 
Artifts,  the  Art  of  preparing  the  Akahefi  in  abun¬ 
dance. 


Recapitulation , 


O  R 
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More  ample  Declaration  of  the  precedent  Secrets  revealed. 


Well  meaning  Reader, 


Ere  in  this  Appendix  I  do  indeed  treat  of  very 
feiv  Secrets,  but  thofe  are  very  great,  ( which 


H. 

fnay  be  ace^uired  by  our  Alcaheft, )  the  like  of 
which  no  other  Man  before  me  did  ever  impart  to  the 
World.  Now  contemplate,  and  well  confider  with  thy 
f elf  this  fwift  and  not  chargeable  Fixation  (^Mercury, 
which  fo  many  famous  and  indufiriom  Searchers  have 
laborioujly  fought  for  many  hundreds  of  Years  now  pajjed, 
as  is  known  to  the  whole  World.  But  the  greatejjl  part 
of  them  have  fought  in  vain,  and  with  a  fruitlefs  and 
unlucky  endeavour  miferably  lofi  all  their  Fatrimony  and 
Fortunes,  and  become  the  Laughing- (lock  of  other  more 
happy  Perfons,  being  themfelves  Vagabonds ,  which  caf 
an  ajperfon  of  Ignominy  on  the  noble  Art  of  Chymiftry, 
and  have  rendred  the  fame  fo  odious  every-where  among 
the  common  fort,  as  no  good  Man  (  although  he  hath 
by  mofi  diligent  fearch  obtained  fame  famous  Medicine ) 
dares  to  profefs  himfelf  t^e  Pofefor  of  any  Eminent 
Arcanum  in  Chymiftry,  lef  he  (hould  give  any  occafion 
to  Ariftarchical  Cenfurers  of  defaming  him,  and  call¬ 
ing  him  a  Gold  making  Animal.  Ajfuredly  it  is  very 
manifeft,  that  in  all  Regions  of  Europe,  and  in  every 
Age,  have  lived  fuch  Men  moji  experienced,  as  have 
not  onely  tranfmuted  Mercury,  but  other  vile  Metals 
alfo  into  good  Gold,  fujtaining  every  Examen  of  Fire. 
But  this  was  done  very  fecretly,  left  the  Artijls  them- 
f elves  jhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  Tyrants.  Paracel- 
fiis,  that  moft  famous  Monarch  of  all  Philofophers,  Phy- 
feians  and  Chymijts,  did  indeed  openly  write  of  the  Fixa¬ 
tion  of  Mercury,  but  in  a  Char  abler  fo  abjtrufe,  as  in 
all  my  life  I  never  faw  one  Man  who  could  fix  his  Co¬ 
ralline  Mercury,  or  prejent  it  to  the  fight  of  fufficient 
and  certain  Witneffes,  except  Helmont  writing,  that  he 
could  prepare  fuch  Mercury,  as  in  Medicine  would  per¬ 
form  all  whatfoever  the  Phyfician  fhould  have  need  of. 
But  that  the  fame  Mercury  {  as  Paracelfus  tefiifies  of 
it  from  his  own  Experience  )  enters  into  Gold  and  aug¬ 
ments  that,  and  exhilerates  many  impoverijhed  Alchy- 
mifts,  rejtoring  them  to  a  more  fortunate  ft  ate  ;  touch¬ 
ing  thefe  Effects  of  the  fame  ,  the  worthy  Helmont 
made  no  mention  j  yet  he  writ,  that  he  did  himfelf  fix 


.  .•.Vi-,.  ' 


■  A  ' 


Mercury,  by  one  onely  ahfiraHion  of  his  Alcaheff,  in 
fuch  wife,  tu^of  one  pound  he  had  left  in  the  Cupella 
feven  ounces  of  good  Silver,  whieh  indeed  is  a  famous 
Work  in  Chymiftry,  and  worth  while  ;  but  Gold  is  bet¬ 
ter.  Truly  1  mufi  needs  corfefs,  that  I  have  often  tedir 
oufly  laboured  to  no  purpofe  in  this  Work,  and  never 
could  with  any  profit  ext  rail  good  Lune  thence,  cnely  I 
always  had  a  lUtle  good  Silver.  Neverthelefs  after¬ 
ward,  when  I  lay  Bed-nd,  and  by  reajon  of  my  four 
years  Jieknefs ,  had  confumed  all  my  Goods  gotten  by 
Medicine,  it  pleafedyhe  moft  wife  God  to  confer  on  me 
fo  great  a  fight,  yss  by  the  Splendor  of  that  I  found  the 
Royal  way  of  operating  rightly  ;  and  now  I  am  able  in 
a  very  few^  days  to  fix  any  common  Mercury  into  a  fixed 
red  Powder,  which  fixed  Mercury  will  undoubtedly  per¬ 
form  Wonders  in  Medicine.  For  Paracelfus  writes, 
that  the  dolorous  Gout  may  be  radically  expelled  by  the 
benefit  of  the  fame.  Helmont  fubferibes,  that  the  fame 
will  perform  all  a  Phyfician  can  de fire'  and  wifh  fore 
Wherefore,  if  the  fame  be  ef,fo  great  efficacy  (for  I 
doubt  not  the  truth  of  his  Afjertion .)  no  Phyfician  hath 
need  of  any  other  thing  than  this  ;  becaufe  in  what  part 
foever  of  the  World  he  refides,  it  will  fupply  him  with 
Aliments  fufficient,  and  he  will  have  no  need  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  the  ignoblf  fervit ude  and  arbitrement  of  ano¬ 
ther,  as  the  greatefi  part  of  other  Mercenary  Phyficians 
are  wont  to  profiitute  themfelves  for  hire.  For  by  this 
Mercury  onely  he  may  accoutre  to  himfelf  Honour  and 
Wealth  enough,  although  be  otherwife  perform  no  great 
matter  in  Chymiftry.  In  all  Nations  are  found  Men 
affiiBed  with  grievous  Difeajes  :  of  which  no  doubt  is  to 
be  made,  as  a  little  after  we  (hall  hear.  Wherefore  it 
fhould  be  the  onely  care,  ftudy  and  endeavour  of  an  hc- 
neft  and  candid  Phyfician  to  obtain  fuch  a  fixed  Mer¬ 
cury,  tn  the  mean  while  omitting  all  needlefs  and  vain 
Operations,  together  with  all  fruitlefs  Difputes,  without 
any  Foundation ,  touching  other  unprofitable  Remedies^ 
Whenfoever  this  is,  there  will  be  no  need  of  Galenical 
Medicines,  nor  of  the  vain  Pomp  of  fo  ^ayiy  wi¬ 
thered,  unprofitable  and  inefficacious  HerM  /  or  fa 
many  painted  Boxes ,  Pots  and  Glaffes  f  JLith  other 
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let  m  hear  onhat  admirable  EffeBs  our  fixed 
Mercury  is  able  to  manifefi  in  Metallicks.  Paracel- 
fus  writes,  that  it  exhilerates  every  Alchymift  reduced 
to  a  poor  Efiate,  and  hath  ingrefs  into  Gold,  and  aug¬ 
ments  the  fame.  My  own  Experience  of  this  I  am  wiT 
linz  to  impart  to  the  Candid  Reader,  as  far  as  I  have 
proceeded  hitherto.  Therefore  let  the  well-meaning  Rea¬ 
der  know,  that  I  found  out  this  Art  of  Fixing  Mercury 
no  longer  fince  than  in  March  laft  of  this  Tear 
and  began  to  make  proof  thereof  in  the  following  Month 
of  April  ;  and  fo  foon  as  I  had  found  the  Truth  of  it,  1 
thought  good  to  publijh  fo  great  an  Invention  to  the 
whole  World.  Tet  info  jhort  a  fpace  of  Time,  I  could 
not  fearch  out  all  that  was  To  be  found ,  becaufe  by 
reafon  of  my  diuturnal  lUnefs  I  was  conf  rained  to  keep 
in  my  Bed  j  therefore  I  hafntd  the  publication  of  fo  ex¬ 
cellent  an  Invention,  becaufe  I  feared  it  would  happen 
that  the  infalubrious  Air  of  March  or  April  Jhould  be 
my  Death,  and  fo  all  hope  of  divulging  fuch  a  Secret  be 
totally  fruftrated.  Whatfoever  I  found  in  the  fame 
within  that  fmall  fpace  of  time,  I  have  here  commu¬ 
nicated. 

I  three  feveral  times  perfebled  the  Fixation  of  Mer¬ 
cury  in  a  fmall  ejuantity,  and  always  found  it  every 
time  higher  and  higher,  and  more  and  more  beautifuU. 
This  fixed  Mercury  I  cupellated  with  Saturn,  but  my 
'FAtlZMXY Temained  fixed,  without  any  Ingrefs  made 
into  the  Lead,  infomuch  as:  from  k  felf  could  give  no 
Cold.  Afterward  I  made  another  Trial,  and  then  to 
my  fixed  Mercury  I  added  a  little  common  Gold, 
melting  them  into  one  Mafs,  I  found  that  this  Gold 
from  the  Mercury  had  increafed  it  felf  more  than  half ; 
the  remaindtr  of  my  Mercury  had  made  no  Ingrefs,  but 
remained  lying  like  a  Red  fixed  Calx.  Which  kind  of 
proof  fully  fatisfied  my  mind,  becaufe  the  refidue  of  my 
Mercury,  which  had  not  entred  into  the  Gold,  was  not 
loft,  but  converted  into  an  excellent  Medicine.  If  it 
pleafe  the  mojt  wife  God  to  reft  ore  me  to-  my  prtftine 
health,  as  I  hope  he  will  in  the  next  Summers  heat,  I 
jhall  net  acquiefce  in  this  proof  onely,  but  further  try 
whether  lean  of  this  Mercury  pt  make  feme  further 
improvement .  In  the  mean  while  I  fing  Praifes  to  the 
Immortal  God  for  fo  noble  a  Medicine  againft  the  dolo¬ 
rous  Gout. 

Thus,  Reader,  you  have  my  Experience  touching  the 
Fixed  Coralline  Mercury.  If  I  find  any  ether  more 
excellent  Experiment  of  this  (  as  I  doubt  not  but  I  Jhall ) 


I  will  ere  it  be  long  make  thee  partaker  thereof  in  a 
following  Second  Appendix. 

Whatfoever  I  have  above  prefer ibed  touching  the  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Wine,  as  being  an  excellent  Salt,  and  Supreme 
Medicine,  I  did  fufficiently  explain,  except  the  Infiru- 
ment  to  be  made  for  burning  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  which 
is  not  yet  fufficiently  expreffed. 

But  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  a  burning  Spirit 
extracted  from  Corn  or  other  Vegetables,  in  no-wtfe  yields 
fo  much  Mercury,  as  Spirit  of  Wine  doth,  and  efpeci- 
ally  if  difiilled  from  rich  Rhenifh  Wine.  In  like  man¬ 
ner  alfo  fo  much  Mercury  cannot  be  had  from  any  fweet 
French  or  Spanifh  Wine,  as  from  Rhenifh  Wine.  So 
foon  as  by  fearch  I  found  the  reafon  of  this  difference,  I 
could  from  any  burning  Spirit  made  of  Corn,  extraSl  as 
much  Mercury  as  from  Rhenifh  Wine. ,  infomuch  as  I 
now  (  praife  and  thanks  be  given  to  God )  can  eafily  be 
without  Rhenifh  Wine  and  any  other.  The  fupreme  Gi¬ 
ver  of  aU  good  Gifts,  from  his  inexhaufied  Fountain  of 
Grace,  hath  abundantly  refrefhed  me  with  good  things  ; 
let  him  yet  in  ft  ill  more  into  me,  that  I  may  again  diftill 
the  fame  into  other  of  his  needy  and  officious  Servants, 
who  with  me  endeavour  to  publifh  the  Magnalia  of  God. 
Amen. 

But  proceeding  yet  further,  we  will  briefly  fpeak  of 
the  Secret  Fire  of  ancient  Philofophers,  being  that  by 
which  they  ripened  their  TinSiures.  Therefore,  for  a 
Conclufion,  let  the  Lover  of  divine  and  natural  Wife- 
dom  know,  that  fuch  a  Fire  is  not  made  of  W ood  or  Coals , 
but  is  a  Firey-water,  fuch-  as  gives  forth  from  it  felf 
neither  fmoak  nor  flame.  The  fame  is  not  hindred  or 
excited  by  external  Fire,  but  in  the  Glafs,  ( about  the 
Subjebl  you  intend  to  fix  and  dulcifie  )  it  always  burns 
in  an  eoyual  degree',  and  converts  the  immature  and  harfh 
into  fweet  and  pleafant,  fixed  and  mature  ^  and  alfo 
converts  bitter  Venome  into  falutary  Medicine  and  Trea¬ 
cle. 

Therefore,  whomfoever  God  illuminates  with  fo  great 
Light,  as  to  know  fuch  a  Secret  Fire,  he  will  no  more 
need  to  feek  or  defire  any  thing  in  Philofophy  and  Herme¬ 
tic  k  Medicine,  but  will  offer  up  inceffant  Fraifes  to  God, 
as  to  the  Fountain  of  all  Good ,  becaufe  he  will  continu¬ 
ally  be  mindfull  of  helping  the  Difireffes  of  the  Poor,  and 
largely  beftow  on  thofe  Indigent  Perfons,  out  of  the  a- 
bundance  to  him  accruing  by  the  benefit  of  that  moft  no¬ 
ble  Gift  granted  to  himjelf . 

To  the  Supreme  GOD  alone  be  Praife  and 
Glory  for  ever. 


/ 

The  End  of  the  Fir  ft  Appendix. 
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SECOND  APPENDIX 

T  O  T  H  E 

SEVENTH  PART 

O  F  T  H  E 

Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea 

Wherein  is  treated  of  the  further  ule  of  our  fecret  Sal-Ar~ 

'  moniaci,  for  the  meliorating  of  the  meaner  Metals,  and  more  particular¬ 
ly  of  the  profitable  extrading  or  feparating  Sol  and  Lum  from  Jupiter. 
With  a  fubjoyned  information  how  by  means  of  the  Mercurial  Water  of 
Jupiter,  Tindures  may  be  extraded  in  quantity  not  onely  from  Sol,  but 
alfo  from  Mars  and  Fenits,  and  all  precious,  as  well  as  common  Stones  5 
and  that  (as  it  were)  in  a  moment,  without  Fire  or  any  confiderable  charge. 

Faithfully  tranfiated  out  if  the  High-Dutch. 


Kind  READER, 

IN  my  foremnjrfirji  Appendix  of  my  Pharmacopoea  Spagyrica,  I  promi  fed  a  fecond  concerning 
the  further  ufe  of  our  fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  that  the  ignorant  as  well  as  douhtfull  might  be 
fully  fatisfied  of  the  truth.  The  reafon  why  I  rather  choefe  to  add  two  Appendixes  to  thefaid 
feventh  Part.,  than  to  puhlijh  the  fecret  s  therein  contained^  under  the  title  of  the  eighth  Tart^ 
is  lecauie  I  have  refolved  not  to  go  beyond  the  number  7  (/»  which  fomething  extraordinary  lies  hid ) 
in  any  of  my  Writings.  And  forafmuch  as  I  have  already  publijhed  fix  Parts  of  the  welfare  of  my 
own  Countrev  •  I  intend  Jhortly  to  add  the  feventh  Part,  which  fhall  contain  clear  and  full  in- 
flrutlions  without  concealing  the  leaf  circumflance  or  manual  operation  how  every  one  who  is  but  a 
little  skill'd  in  Fire,  may  with  great  profit  extrad  from  Sand  and  Stones,So\  and  hune,  and  there¬ 
by  m  a  plentifudlivelyhood  in  any  part  of  the  World.  /  have  alfo  at  prefent  in  hand,  the  two  lajt 
Parts  of  my  Treatife  of  Furnaces,  five  of  them  being  already  in  Print,  that  I  may  tn  that  Piece 
alfo  compleat  the  number  feven  :  which  two  lafi  Furnaces  are  extraordinary  ufefud;  for  in  treating 
of  the  ixth  Furnace  I  deferibe  that  Artificial  Refrigeratory  Infi  r  ument  ^  or  Alembtck 
Mercury  or  Cmlejiial  Niter  of  all  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals  is  caught  by  kindling  Spirit 
cf  Wine  upon  them,  by  which  means  the  faid  Mercury  is  feparated  from  its  grofs  Body  andunpro^ 
idle  part,  a«d  hecomes  highly  exalted  aud  purified.  Which  mjlrument  the  Fhlofiphers  haw 
always  larefully  concealed.  The  feventh  Part  of  my  Furnaces  fhall  contain  the 
Furlace  in  which  with  a  very  inconftderaUe  quantity  of  Coals 

performed  by  Retort,  beingfuch  a  Compendium  as  has  never  yet  beenpdUfhHto  theWorld.  In 
which  Furnace  alfo  the  I  Mures  of  Metals  may  with  the  fecret  F.re  e/ Artephms  b 
Agent  of  the  matter  of  the  Stone,  in  a  fhort  time  be  fixed  and  maturated 
GM  to  continue  my  Life  a  while  longer,  I  intend  to  carry  on  thefe  my  followtngWorks, 

Mineral  Work,  the  wonder  of  the  World,  my  Centuries,  with  othei  Oj  my  riti^s,  ^ 
venth  number  •  burdefore  I  pub  I ifh  thefe  I  intend  to  Print  fome  other  Treatifes,  viz.  Of  the  fecond 
Tcrrelfrial,and  third  Cicleltial  Purgatory, concerning  God  and  good  and  evil  Sp^ts 
•  Fee  ^ 
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Now  as  to  the  fecond  Appendix,  1  intend  therein  briefly,  hut  fundamentally  to  declare  the  true 
gainfull  particular  as  well  as  univerfal  tranfmutation  of  Metals  ;  yet  not  fo,  as  that  every  lazy 
proud  Luhhermay  become  Mafer  of  the/e  fecrets,  and  thereby  flrengthen  himfelf  in  his  Pride  and 
Debauchery,  by  no  means  :  hut  they  fball  be  fo  laid  down,  that  thofe  who  have  attained  to fome  skill 
of  managing  Fire,  mayeafily  comprehend  the  fame;  yea  the  whole  World  will,  I  hope,  have  caufe 
to  rejoyce  for  this  my  faithfull  Communication.  And  in  caje  there  be  any  that  might  not  find  clear 
and  full  fat  isf  all  ion  in  this  my  Appendix  they  may  read  my  other  Writings,  particularly  thofe  yet 
to  be  publifhed,  wherein  they  will  meet  with  a  further  Elucidation  of  theje  fecrets. 

And  as  for  thofe  my  good  old  Friends  who  never  bafely  complied  with  the  Enemies  of  Art  and 
Truth,  to  them  I  am  {as  I  always  was)  ready  to  communicate  a  fhorter  and  nearer  way  than  it  is 
fitting  here  to  expofe  to  every  Man. 


Of  the  further  profitable  ufe  of  our  fecret  Sal-Armoniack 
for  the  Melioration  of  Metals. 

IN  the  feventh  part  of  my  Fharmacoposa  Spagyrica, 
I  have  at  large  declared  how  our  fecret  Sal-Armo 
niack  is  to  be  made  together  with  the  ufe  of  it  in  the 
preparation  of  many  excellent  Medicines,  hitherto 
unknown.  And  becaule  therein  I  did  not  difcoyer 
all,  I  added  to  it  an  Appendix,  treating  concerning 
the  ufe  of  the  laid  S  d-Armoniack  and  other  profita¬ 
ble  fecrets  But  forafmuch  as  the  virtues  of  the  faid 
Sal-Armoniack  are  great  and  unfathomable,  I  have 
thought  good  to  add  the  fecond  Appendix,  which 
fpeaks  ofits  ufe  in  meliorating  the  meaner  metals 
1  intend  therefore  in  this  writing  to  difcover  great 
things,  neither  fhall  the  Worlds  ingratitude  deter 
me  from  fo  doing.  I  (hall  begin  with  Saturn  and 
Jupiter,  and  afterwards  treat  of  the  melioration  of 
other  meaner  metals,  viz,.  Mars  and  Venus,  how 
by  Art  their  corruptible  and  combuftible  Sulphur 
may  be  feparatcd  from  them,  and  their  purer  part, 
(viz,.  and  which  are  hidinthemj  extrac¬ 
ted  and  made  vifible. 

Lead  and  Tin,  to  outward  afped  do  much  refem- 
ble  one  another,  fave  onely  that  Jupiter  is  whiter, 
for  which  reafbn  the  Philofbphers  have  called  it  white 
Lead,  Antimony  black  Lead,  and  Bifmuth  gray 
Lead ;  becaufe  all  of  them  like  Lead,  eafily  melt  in 
the  Fire. 

Concerning  Saturn  and  Jupiter  (being  the  higheft 
planets  in  the  Firmament)  the  Heathen  Philofbphers 
have  writ  much  in  their  Fables :  as  amongft  other 
things,  that  Jupiter  drove  his  Father  Saturn  from  his 
Kingdom,  and  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  it  and  other 
like  Stories  ;  in  all  which  they  obfcurely  hinted  to 
us  the  tranfimutation  of  Metals.  For  thefe  Poetical 
Fables  though  they  feem  trifling  and  foolifh  to  thofe 
who  have  not  attained  to  any  confiderable  experi 
ence  in  Fire,  fo  that  of  one  thoufand  Readers  fcarce 
one  reaches  the  true  ground  of  them,  (though  ’tis 
Known  they  were  writ  by  men  of  great  learning 
and  experience)  yet  they  whofe  underftanding  God 
enlightens  find  in  them  an  hidden  Treaflire. 

Now  to  the  end  I  may  not  bury  the  Talent  God 
has  been  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  me,  but  improve  it 
for  the  good  of  the  World,  I  fhall  here  difcover  the 
melioration  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  to  the  glory  of  God 
the  Author  of  all  good,  and  for  the  ufe  of  all  man 
kind,  without  refpedl  of  Perfbns,  whether  they  be 
Friends  or  Enemies  :  thegood  and  virtuous  will  with¬ 
out  doubt  thankfully  accept  this  my  communication, 
and  to  the  ungratefull  and  unworthy,  this  my  well- 
meaning  difcovery  of  fuch  profitable  fecrets  will  but 
heap  Coals  on  their  Heads.  Wherefore  it  fhall  not 
repent  me  though  it  fhould  come  to  the  hands  of  my 


worft  Enemies,  as  being  fufficiently  contented  in  this 
that  I  am  any  vvay  inftrumental  in  making  known 
the  wonders  of  God  and  nature  to  the  World. 

Thus  in  the  name  of  God  without  envy  or  repi¬ 
ning  I  proceed  according  to  his  command,  to  do  good 
to  Friends  and  Enemies,  good  and  bad  ;  if  the  wick¬ 
ed  abufe  any  of  thefe  fecrets,  God  in  his  due  time 
will  meet  with  them,  and  pay  them  in  their  own 
Coin.  Follows  now  the  nature  and  property  of 
fupiter  and  Saturn,  according  as  they  have  been  dif- 
covered  to  me  by  Fire. 

*  Of  the  nature  and  property  of -Lead. 

1 

SAturn  is  an  immature  Metal,  made  up  of  much 
grofs  Mercury  and  little  Sulphur  which  is  impure. 
Its  Salt  much  refembles  Salt-peter,  which  is  the  caufe 
of  its  coldnefs  and  eafie  fufibility.  When  its 
cury  is  purged  from  the  impure  Sulphur,  it  becomes 
like  Gold  in  weight,  and  may  by  Art  be  reduced 
to  the  colour  and  fixednefs  of  Gold.  When  its  fu- 
perfluous  combuftible  Sulphur  and  nitrous  Salt  from 
whence  proceed  its  ready  fluxibility,  and  piercing 
and  devouring  nature  are  feparated  from  it,  all  true 
Philofophers  witnefs  that  there  the  Mercury  of  Lead 
may  be  turned  to  Gold,  for  they  call  Lead  their  le¬ 
prous  Gold.  Now  as  the  Leprofie  in  Man  proceeds 
from  a  cold  moift  and  over  Salt  Conftitution  of  Blood, 
which  corroding  the  Skin  and  Flefh  produces  fuch 
an  abominable  Scab  upon  the  Body,  efpecially  in 
thofe  parts  where  moifture  moft  abounds,  viz,,  about 
the  Nofe,  Ears,  Eyes,  &c.  but  where  the  whole 
mafs  of  the  Blood  is  become  corrofive,  there  it  fpreads 
over  all  the  Body  (paring  no  part,  but  filling  it  with 
Sores  and  Ulcers ;  fb  as  at  length  where  no  potent 
Remedies  are  ufed  to  mortifie  this  malign  corrofive 
humour,  it  deftroys  the  Body  and  Death  fo.lows. 
To  cure  which  formidable  Malady,  the  Ancients 
made  choife  of  fixed  Gold,  as  not  being  fubjed  to 
any  corruption,  which  wife  intention  of  theirs  is 
very  prepofteroufly  imitated  by  our  Galenijls,  who 
when  they  find  that  their  helplefs  and  unprofitable 
Medicaments  want  the  defired  fuccefs  about  their 
Patients,  and  that  fmall  hope  of  faving  them  is  left, 
betake  themfelves  to  Gold,  Silver  and  Precious 
Stones,  for  to  help  at  this  dead  lift.  But  let  fuch  as 
thefe  remember  that  they  will  find  it  hard  to  anfwcr 
thefe  their  proceedings  one  day, by  which  they  onely 
poll:  their  patients  our  of  the  World  ;  for  what  can 
the  ftomach  of  any  man, but  efpecially  of  the  weak  and 
fick  do  with  the  filings  or  leaves  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
or  the  Powder  of  Precious  Stones  I  can  we  fuppofe 
that  the  Stomach  can  draw  any  virtue  from  thofe 
things,  that  the  moft  corrofive  Waters  will  fcarce 
touch  I  But  this  hath  been  fb  often  inculcated  by  o- 
thers,  that  it  is  matter  of  wonder,  that  fuch  foolifh 
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and  fruitlefs  ingredients  have  not  been  long  fince  ex¬ 
ploded  and  laid  fide,  being  indeed  nothing  elle  but 
the  Ihame  and  reproach  of  Phyficians ;  and  all  that 
can  be  faid  for  them  is,  that  they  muft  be  well  paid 
for,  and  fo  help  to  make  the  Pot  boil ;  without  doubt 
when  the  promifed  Elias  Artifia  fhall  come,  he  will 
put  an  end  to  all  this  unprofitable  fluff,  and  inflead 
therefore  reflore  true  powerfull  Medicaments ;  to 
which  good  end  1  hope  my  Furgatory  of  the  Ehilofo- 
fhers^  with  the  Sixth  and  Se'uenth  Part  of  my  Furnaces 
will  not  a  little  contribute  Thus  it  feems  Truth 
muft  yet  for  a  while  be  defpis’d  and  opprefs’d,  till 
God,  the  truth  it  felf,  be  pleafed  to  raife  up  a  mighty 
Hero  to  deliver  it  from  Contempt,  and  Crown  it 
with  glory  and  honour. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  but  fome  experienc’d  Philo- 
fophers,  as  Paracelfm  and  others  have  declar’d,  that 
with  Gold  and  precious  Stones  wonders  may  be  done 
in  Phyfick  ,  when  firft  they  be  reduced  to  potabili¬ 
ty  ;  but  have  always  condemn’d  the  ufe  of  their 
compact  and  fixt  Bodies,  which  are  infuperable  by 
Fire  it  fclf,  and  therefore  much  more  by  the  gentle 
heat  of  the  Stomach.  And  indeed  if  thofe  Phyfici 
ans,  who  ignorantly  make  ufe  of  fuch  grofs  and 
compact  Bodies,  did  know  the  living  Gold,  Silver 
and  precious  Stones  of  the  Philofophcrs,  and  the 
due  application  of  them  to  the  Tick,  they  would  by 
this  means  get  more  honour,  and  not  be  fo  injurious 
to  their  Neighbour,  as  they  are,  by  exhibiting  fuch 
unprofitable  and  hurrfull  things  for  Remedies. 

I  cannot  but  on  this  occafion  fpeak  a  word  of  the 
Leprofic  and  its  cure ;  which  being  confeffedly  a 
Saturnine  difeafe,  may  eafily  be  cured  by  Saturnine 
Medicaments,  fuch  as  are  Black  Lead,  the  Antimony 
of  Wife  men,  or  Magne fia  of  Saturn^  being  duely 
prepared.  But  to  return  to  our  Lead  or  Leprous 
Gold,  and  enquire  how  we  may  beft  rid  him  of  his 
Melancholy  Leprofie,  and  inflead  thereof  reflore  to 
him  a  healthy  fanguine  complexion  ,  which  can  no 
way  better  be  done  than  by  evacuating  his  fharp 
corrofive  blood ,  or  dulcifying  of  it.  For,  as  has 
been  faid ,  Lead  contains  a  fharp  fal-nitrous  Spirit, 
which  corrodes  and  devours  all  hard  things,  which 
the  Ancients  have  intimated  by  their  por<llray  ing  him 
with  a  fharp  Sythe  in  one  hand,  and  in  the  other 
holding  a  young  Child,  which  he  devours  ;  where¬ 
fore  alfb  he  is  called  a  devourer  of  Infants,  and  a 
ravenous  Wolf.  Which  ravenous  property  he  ex- 
preffes  to  the  life,  when  on  the  Cupel  he  devours 
whatfoever  is  added  to  him ,  and  therefore  is  called 
an  unmercifull  Father  to  his  Children ,  becaufe  he 
devours  and  deflroys  them.  According  to  all  Phi- 
lofophers  and  Aftronomers  he  is  the  highefl  and  firfl 
of  all  the  Planets  in  the  Firmament,  upon  which 
account  the  other  Planets  and  Metals,  'viz,.  Sof 
Luiia^  Jupiter j  Mars,  Venm  and  Mercury  are  call’d 
his  Children,  though  improperly,  for  they  are  his 
Brethren,  which  he  devours,  fwallows  and  deflroys 
on  the  fiery  Cupel,  except  Sol  and  Luna^  which 
though  he  fwallows  as  well  as  his  other  Brethren, 
yet  can  he  not  concotff  or  digefl  them,  but  is  fain 
to  vomit  them  up  again,  and  they  are  fo  far  from 
receiving  any  hurt  in  the  Stomach  of  that  ravenous 
Wolf,  that  they  come  forth  much  purer  than  before, 
leaving  all  their  filth  behind  them<  So  that  this  de¬ 
vouring  Glutton,  notwithflanding  the  corrofive  aci¬ 
dity  of  his  Stomach  cannot  confurae  Gold  or  Silver, 
but  robs  them  onely  of  their  fuperfluous  Sulphur, 
which  is  the  corrupter  of  the  Mercury  in  Metals , 
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of  which  Paracel  fits  excellently  writes  in  his  Calum 
Philofophorum,  which  I  have  quoted  in  my  firft  Ap¬ 
pendix  concerning  the  ufe  of  the  AlcaheJ. 

Now  that  there  is  a  great  acidity  in  Lead,  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  inftance  ;  becaufe  when  it  is  melted, 
it  pierces  the  Crucible,  and  runs  through ;  and  there¬ 
fore  Cupels  have  been  invented,  made  of  Bone-afhes, 
which  he  cannot  eat  through ,  but  finks  like  water 
into  them.  Yet  there  are  alfo  Crucibles  made  of 
Coal-dull  and  good  Earth  proportionably  temper’d 
together,  which  can  hold  Saturn  in  Flux  for  a  year 
together,  without  ever  piercing  them  :  of  which 
more  may  be  feen  in  my  other  Writings. 

This  then  is  the  Nature  and  Property  of  Saturn^ 
he  contains  much,  but  impure  Mercury^  and  a  fharp 
corrofive  Salr-peter  Spirit ;  when  he  is  rid  of  thefe, 
he  affords  good  Gold  and  Silver,  yet  not  alone  and 
of  himfelf,  but  with  help  of  his  Brother  Jupiter^ 
vyhofe  fuperfluous  Sulphur  kindles  the  Nitrous  Spi¬ 
rit  in  Lead,  and  confumes  it ;  fb  that  by  this  enkind¬ 
ling,  not  onely  the  hurtfull  Salt  peter  in  Lead,  but 
alfo  the  fuperfluous  Sulphur  in  Tin  are  both  confu- 
med  and  deftroyed.  This  being  done,  if  the  Tin 
thus  mixed  with  Lead  be  driven  off  on  the  Cupel, 
they  will  yield  Gold  and  Silver  enough  for  a  compe¬ 
tent  livelihood. 

If  thou  would’fl  be  further  affured  that  Lead  con¬ 
tains  a  fharp  Salt-peter  Spirit,  which  by  no  other 
way  can  be  taken  from  him,  than  by  his  enemy  Sul¬ 
phur,  by  whofe  means  it  is  kindled  and  confiimed , 
the  following  Experiment  will  give  thee  full  fatis- 
faftion.  Onely  by  the  way  note,  that  this  confu- 
nung  of  the  Nitre  in  Lead,  does  very  much  alter  its 
Nature,  making  it  hard,  and  of  difficult  fufion  like 
Iron,  fo  that  great  Guns  may  be  made  of  it.  Now 
the  Experiment  is  this ;  Take  of  the  filings  of  Lead 
three  parts,  of  Brimflone  m  Powder  one  part,  put 
them  into  a  Crucible,  furrounded  with  Charcoal, 
fo  as  it  may  heat  leifurely  and  by  degrees  ;  by  this 
means  the  Brimflone  will  penetrate  the  Lead,  and 
mortifie  its  Nitrous  Spirit,  which  is  the  caufe  of  its 
eafie  fluxibility,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Sulphur 
becomes  mortified  alfb,  whch  before  was  more  fluxi- 
ble  than  the  Lead,  but  now  by  its  union  with  the 
Lead,  is  very  hard  to  be  fluxed.  This  mortification 
or  induration  of  Lead,  with  common  Brimftone,  af¬ 
fords  no  Melioration,  and  is  onely  here  inflanced^ 
to  demonflrate  there  is  a  Salt-peter  in  Lead,  and 
that  Salt-peter  and  Lead,  which  both  are  fb  very 
fluxible,  do  harden  and  mortifie  one  another.  But 
now  when  the  Salr-peter  that  is  in  Lead  is  kindled 
and  confumed  by  the  Sulphur  that  is  in  Tin,  then 
one  Metal  meliorates  the  other,  and  the  hurtfull  fu- 
perfluity  of  both  is  deftroyed,  z>iz.  the  Nitre  that 
is  in  Lead,  and  the  Combuftible  Sulphur  in  Tin, 
from  whence  neceflarily,  a  melioration  muft  en- 
fue. 

That  Sulphur  kills'the  Nitre  in  Lead,  and  makes 
it  hard,  thou  mayft  yet  be  fatisfied  another  way, 
‘viz.  Take  fome  ounces  of  Lead ,  melt  them  in  a 
Crucible,  and  ever  and  anon  caft  in  a  little  piece  of 
Brimftone  into  it ;  continue  this  till  thy  Lead  be  be¬ 
come  hard  and  influxible,  by  which  means  thou 
wilt  be  alfured  that  there  is  Nitre  in  Lead.  And 
that  there  is  Sulphur  in  Tin,  appears  in  that  when 
it  is  joined  with  Lead,  they  kindle  and  confume  one 
another. 

If  thou  defireft  yet  further  to  be  confirmed,  that 
there  is  Nitre  in  Lead,  which  rhakes  it  melt  fb  rea- 
dily^  and  fret  through  every  thing  ;  then  do  thus  : 

Take 
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Take  Lead  and  melt  him  red-hot  in  a  Crucible,  and 
immediately  he  will  pierce  the  Crucible  and  run  out ; 
take  another  Crucible  and  put  Lead  into  it  alfo, 
cafting,  as  loon  as  it  is  melted,  fmall  bits  of  Brim- 
ftone  upon  it,  which  will  To  mortifie  the  fretting 
Klitrous  Spirit  in  Lead,  that  he  will  be  no  more  a- 
ble  to  pierce  the  Crucible,  but  will  for  a  long  time 
continue  red-hot  in  the  fame. 

If  this  demonftration  neither  will  fatisfie  thee, 
that  the  fretting  nature  of  Lead  proceeds  from  a 
(harp  Mineral  Salt-peter  Spirit,  thou  mayft  further 
prove  it  thus  :  Abftract  from  two  ounces  of  filings 
of  Lead  an  ounce  and  an  half  of  Oil  of  Vitriol  or 
Spirit  of  Salt  in  a  fmall  Retort ,  in  which  operation 
the  dry  Lead  will  draw  to  it  the  fharp  Saline  Spirit, 
and  that  which  comes  over  will  be  meer  infipid 
Phlegm,  retaining  nothing  of  its  former  corrofive- 
nefs.  The  diftillation  performed,  take  thy  Lead 
out  of  the  Retort,  and  try  whether  it  be  become 
more  fharp  by  the  addition  of  the  faid  Corrofive  Spi 
rir,  but  thou  wilt  find  that  the  Lead  has  taken  in 
the  fharp  Saline  Spirit,  coagulated  it,  and  changed 
it  into  a  fweet  Stone,  in  which  no  manner  of  cor- 
rofivenefs  can  be  tafted  or  perceived.  Now  if  this 
be  true,  that  Lead  can  turn  fuch  a  Itrong  corrofive 
Oil  into  a  fweet  Stone  ,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
he  has  a  power  to  coagulate,  hide,  and  make  invifible 
his  own  in  born  Saline  Spirit.  Concerning  which  mat¬ 
ter  thou  mayft  read  more  in  a  fmall  Treatife  of  mine 
of  the  Principles  of  Metals,  wherein  fpeaking  of  the 
Coagulation  of  Saline  Spirits,  I  obferve  that  Lead 
has  the  nature  and  property  of  Coagulating  all  fharp 
and  corrofive  Saline  Spirits.  If  this  inftance  have 
not  fufficicntly  inftrufted  thee,  thou  mayft  make  a- 
Dother  proof  thus :  Take  the  fore-mentioned  Lead, 
acuated  with  Saline  Spirits,  and  melt  it  in  a  tripple 
Crucible  with  a  fire  of  Fufion ,  let  it  be  red-hot  in 
Flux,  and  thou  wilt  find  that  in  a  moment  it  will 
run  through  thy  three  Crucibles ,  which  common 
Lead  would  never  do,  from  whence  it  is  clear  as  the 
Sun  that  the  piercing,  fretting  quality  which  is  in 
Lead,  proceeds  from  the  Saline  Spirits  coagulated  in 
or  with  it.  Confider  well  of  how  great  ufe  fuch  a 
Lead,  whofe  natural  devouring  Faculty  or  Sythe  is 
fo  highly  acuated  by  Art,  might  be  in  the  work  of 
Tranfinutation,  if  we  knew  to  make  good  ufe  of  it. 
The  Philofciphers  writing  of  Saturn’s  fharp  Sythe, 
exprefs  themfelves  in  thefe  words.  Falx  ejm  mordax 
His  Sythe  is  Jharp  or  biting  :  which  how  it  may 
be  made  much  Iharper  by  Saline  Spirits,  has  now 
been  faid,  A  further  enlargement  might  here  be 
made  concerning  Saturns  Sythe  ;  but  it  fhall  fuffice 
at  prefent  to  have  demonftrated,  that  his  eafie  fluxi- 
bility,  and  fretting  devouring  nature,  proceeds  onely 
from  a  fharp  Nitrous  Spirit ;  which  when  Sulphur 
has  confumed  and  burnt  away,  much  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  may  be  feparated  from  him. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Troperty  0/ Jupiter,  what  he  wants ^ 
and  what  he  hath  too  much  of  and  how  his  noxious 
fuperfluities  may  be  removed^  jo  as  on  the  Cupel  he  may 
yield  his  hidden  Gold  and  Silver. 

TI N  by  the  Heathen  Philofophers  has  been  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  Heathen  God  (  or  rather 
Planet )  Jupiter ,  who  has  'the  next  place  in  the  Fir¬ 
mament  to  Saturn ;  is  by  the  Miners  called  White 
Lead,  and  like  it  melts  with  a  fmall  heat ,  and  eafily 
unites  with  his  Brother  Saturn,  continuing  together 
in  a  moderate  heat ;  bur  they  no  fboner  become  red- 


hot,  but  their  Brotherly  love  is  changed  to.  enmity, 
not  being  able  to  endure  one  another  in  a  ftrong 
fire,  but  each  ftriving  to  get  loofe  from  the  other, 
which  yet  cannot  be  without  the  lofs  of  one  or  both 
of  their  lives ;  fo  that  this  their  combat  may  well 
be  compared  to  the  fighting  of  the  Peafants  in  Lap- 
land^  whofe  cuftome  is  when  two  of  them  are  highly 
incenfed  againft  each  other ,  to  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  tied  faft  together,  fo  as  they  cannot  fly  back  or 
run  away,  and  then  fall  to  cutting  and  flafhing  one 
another  fo  long  with  their  knives,  till  the  Death  of 
one  or  both  of  them  follows. 

But  to  return  from  whence  we  have  digrefled. 
That  Saturn  and  Jupiter  are  Brothers,  the  Heathen 
Hiftory  informs  us,  relating  that  the  four  Brothers, 
Saturn^  Jupiter,  Neptune  and  Pluto,  their  chief  Gods, 
fell  into  difcord  amongft  themfelves  which  of  them 
fhould  be  the  greateft  ;  which  conteft  of  theirs  was 
at  laft  by  the  mediation  of  the  other  Gods  compofed, 
they  agreeing  to  divide  the  Empire  of  the  World  be¬ 
tween  them.  And  though  Saturn  were  older  than 
his  Brother  Jupiter,  yet  was  he  fain  to  content  him- 
felf  with  the  command  of  the  Earth,  whilft  Jupiter 
took  upon  him  that  of  Heaven,  Neptune  that  of  the 
Sea,  and  Pluto  the  Dominion  oJTIell.  Which  Di- 
vifion  will  not  at  all  leem  ftrange  to  rhofe  that  un- 
derftand  Nature,  who  find  chat  each  Brothers  lot 
was  very  correfpondent  and  comporting  with  their 
nature.  The  Nature  of  Saturn  much  relembles  the 
Earth,  and  he  makes  all  things  that  he  takes  to  him 
like  the  Earth  ;  as  appears  from  the  fore-mentioned 
conteft  with  his  Brother  Jupiter.  But  Jupiter,  be- 
caufe  inwardly  he  is  very  fulphureous  and  fiery, 
therefore  is  the  Government  of  the  fiery  Heaven 
properly  deputed  to  him  ,  leaving  Saturn  to  dig  and 
moil  in  the  Earth  :  Wherefore  alfo  the  Ancients 


have  reprefented  him  with  a  Spade  in  his  hand , 
thereby  intimating  his  Property  of  digging  through . 
or  piercing  all  things  -.  whereas  they  figured  Jupiter 
with  Thunder  bolts,  and  fiery  Lightning-flafhes  in 
his  hand,  whence  came  that  Proverb,  Procul  d  Jove, 
procul  a  Fulmine  ;  Far  from  Jupiter,  far  from  his 
Thunder-bolts. 

Now  that  Tin  contains  much  Sulphur,  may  be 
thus  experimented  :  Take  the  filings  of  Tin  and 
powder’d  Nitre,  mix  and  put  them  into  a  Crucible 
over  the  fire,  and  they  will  kindle  and  confume  one 
another,  fo  as  nothing  will  be  left  irrthe  Crucible. 
Or  it  may  be  tried  thus  :  Melt  Ibme  Tin  in  a  Cruce, 
and  when  ’tis  red-hot,  caft  in  fome  Nitre  upon  it, 
which  kindles  the  Tin ,  the  flame  carrying  part  of 
it  away,  and  the  reft  is  burnt  to  drofs  or  fteces. 
But  not  to  infift  on  this,  it  being  very  notorious  that 
the  greateft  part  of  Tin  is  nothing  elfe  but  combufti- 
ble  Sulphur,  the  remaining  part  being  a  folar  pure 
Mercury :  fb  that  when  this  Sulphur  is  by  art  whol¬ 
ly  feparated  from  its  pure  Mercury,  the  fame  is  ea¬ 
fily  ripened  to  Gold,  by  being  joined  with  cold  Sa- 
turn,  which  the  following  Praxis  will  abundantly 
make  out, 

’Tis  worth  our  noting  here,  that  this  Sulphur  of 
Tin  doth  not  burn  away,  when  the  Tin  without  any 
addition  is  put  to  the  fire,  but  doth  then  in  the  heat 
leize  and  lay  hold  of  its  own  Mercury,  burning  and 
reducing  the  fame  to  Afhes,  which  are  very  hardly  to 
be  reduced  to  a  Metal  without  fbme  addition  :  nei¬ 
ther  will  Lead  join  with  thefe  Afhes,  bur  thrufts 
them  out  from  him,  turning  them  to  a  white  Glals  ; 
which  is  the  reafbn  why  fo  few  are  found,  who  with 
profit  can  feparate  the  Gold  and  Silver  which  is  in 
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it.  Faracelfus  in  his  Caelum  Vbilofophorum  faith  ex¬ 
prefly  that  much  Gold  and  Silver  lies  hid  in  Tin. 
We  read  alfb  of  others  that  have  had  the  Art  of  it, 
and  have  thence  extracfled  great  treafures  of  Gold 
and  Silver  ;  amongft  others  Brufchim  in  his  Defcrip- 
ixonof  Fichtelherg^  gives  US  the  Hiftory  of  a  Citizen 
of  Eger^  on  the  Borders  of  Bohemia,  fbme  few  miles 
diftanc  from  the  City  Nurnherg,  who  had  the  skill 
of  fepararing  the  .So/and  Lune  which  is  in  Tin  to  great 
advantage ,  hav^ig  been  enabled  thereby  not 
onely  to  build  an  Hofpital  and  Church  in  the  faid 
place,  but  alfo  richly  to  endow  the  fame  for  the 
maintenance  of  twelve  old  Men  and  three  Priefts  in 
the  laid  Hofpital.  This  Perfbn,  whofe  name  was 
Stgijmund  Wan  ,  fufFer’d  this  Art  to  die  with  him, 
but  withall  left  a  Prophefie  behind  him  that  the  laid 
Art  200  years  after  fhould  rife  again,  and  be  made 
known  to  the  World.  Which  Prophefie  though 
Brufebius  in  his  forefaid  delcriprion  make  no  menti¬ 
on  of,  yet  is  undoubtedly  true :  and  there  is  a 
iBook  in  Manufeipr,  which  is  very  common  amongft 
the  Miners  and  other  Artificers  belonging  to  the 
laid  Fhbtelberg,  which  I  have  feen,  and  read  in  it 
the  faid  Prophefie,  though  at  that  time  being  young 
and  unexperienc’d  in  the  nature  of  Tin, I  little  mind¬ 
ed  it.  But  fince  God  has  been  plcafed-  in  this  my 
for  advanced  old  Age,  without  any  thing  of  my 
feeking»  out  of  his  meer  grace  and  mercy  to  reveal 
the  faid  Art  unto  me,  it  hath  given  me  occafion  to 
call  to  mind  what  formerly  I  had  read,  and  put  me 
upon  reading  the  faid  Book  over  again, where  1  found 
that  his  Prophefie  was  exadly  fulfilled,  for  this  Si- 
gifmund  Wan  died  in  the  year  1467,  from  whence 
to  this  prefent  year  1667,  are  juft  200  years.  This 
Prophefie  being  thus  preciiely  accomplifhed ,  I 
thought  fit  to  fet  down  fome  parr,  of  the  faid  Bruj- 
chius  his  Relation,  from  whence  it  appears  that  God 
doth  often  impart  fuch  skill  and  knowledge  to  good 
and  honeft  People,  whereby  they  are  enabled  not 
oncly  to  fupply  themfelves,  but  alfb  to  make  liberal 
Provifion  for  the  Poor.  The  words  of  Brujehnts 
are  thefe,  Wohnfiedel  has  no  extraordinary  Buildings, 
belides  a  (lately  and  richly  endowed  Hofpital, which 
was  built  in  the  year  J467,  by  a  Citizen  of  the  place 
named  Sigijmund  Wan,  though  at  the  time  of  his 
building  the  faid  Hofpital,  he  was  a  Citizen  of  Eger. 
He  had  to  Wife  a  Venetian  Woman  called  Barbara, 
who  had  great  skill  in  Alchymy,  and  in  particular 
the  Art  of  feparating  Gold  andSilver  from  Tin,  by 
which  means  he  became  very  rich,  and  having  no 
Children,  built  the  faid  Hofpital,  conftituring  the 
Magiftratesef  Egtr  Guardians  of  the  fame,  left  them 
a  great  Summ  of  Money,  with  the  Intereft  of  which 
they  maintain  twelve  old  Men,  and  three  Priefts. 
Near  the  faid  Hofpital,  is  a  very  fair  Church  built 
by  the  faid  Sigifmund,  where  to  this  day  a  Pidure  is 
to  be  feen,  containing  the  Pourdratures  of  the  Foun¬ 
der  and  Foundrefs  of  the  Church  and  Hofpital,  with 
the  time  and  hour  of  their  Deaths.  This  Sigifmund 
lived  at  Eger  the  latter  part  of  his  life  ;  and  wrought 
his  gainfullWorkin  the  feme  Houfe,  wherein  at  pre¬ 
lent  dwells  Andrevj  Grijftn. 

Thus  far  Brufebius,  from  whofe  Relation  it  ap 
pears  that  there  have  been  thofe  who  from  the  mea¬ 
ner  Metals,  and  particularly  Tin,  have  been  able 
to  feparate  Gold  and  Silver  with  great  gain,  fo  as  tr 
procure  great  riches  thereby.  We  find  alfb  that  in 
thofe  times  charity  was  more  exercifed  than  at  pre 
lent,  when  men  inftead  of  building  Hofpitals,  are 
father  ready  to  convert  them,  with  their  Revenues 


to  their  own  ufe.  For  which  wickednefs  of  this  Age, 
God  feems  to  withdraw  his  blcfling  from  the  Earth, 
fo  that  Mines  do  not  fo  much  abound,  nor  are  fb 
rich  by  far  as  formerly.  How  many  places  in  Ger- 
mar--/  have  we  known  bicft  with  Gold  and  Silver 
Mines,  as  alfb  with  Lead  and  Tin  MineSj  contai¬ 
ning  much  Gold  and  Silver,  of  which  nothing  is  to 
be  found  now'  1  And  this  fame  Tin  Mine  from 
whence  Sigifmund  E'van  extraded  fb  much  Gold  and 
Sliver,  has  now  for  near  200  years  yielded  no;Oar 
at  all.  About  the  fame  time  alfo  there  was  a  very 
rich  Gold  Mine,  in  an  adjacent  little  City  called 
Gold  Granacb  ;  which  is  in  like  manner  wholly  ex- 
haufted  and  loft  In  the  fame  Gold  Mine,  Anti¬ 
mony,  alfb  which  is  the  Root  of  Gold,  was  found 
in  that  quantity,  as  from  thence  it  was  tranfported 
to  all  parts  of  Europe,  but  now  very  little  of  it  is  to 
be  found  there,  and  that  which  is  found,  contains 
no  Gold  at  all,  whereas  that  which  was  digged  there 
before  did  abound  with  it.  In  like  manner  the  Hun¬ 
garian  and  Tranjyl'vanian  Mines  of  Antimony  fo  rich 
in  Gold,  which  flourifhed  about  200  years  fince,  are 
now  quite  fpent  fb  as  no  more  Antimony  is  to  be 
found  there  Since  which  time  the  rich  Silver  Mines 
in  Jochems  that  have  been  difeoverd,  which  yiel* 
ded  an  incredible  quantity  of  Silver,  but  did  not 
continue  long  fo,  God,  for  the  ingratitude  and 
wickednefs  of  men  lufFering  it  to  fink  away ;  of 
which  many  more  inftances  might  be  given  but  thefe 
(hall  fuffice. 

But  to  return  to  our  interrupted  difeourfe.  ’Tis 
well  known  that  all  unripe  Metals,  when  by  the 
violence  of  Fire  they  are  melted  and  feparated  from 
their  Oar,  do  fend  forth  a  poifonous  Arfenical  Exha¬ 
lation  ;  yea  'even  after  they  are  wholly  feparated 
from  their  Oar,  they  ceafe  not  to  exhale  poifonous 
fumes,  though  not  comparable  with  thofe  they  fend 
forth  when  they  are  firft  melted  from  their  Oar:  as 
appears  particularly  in  Tin,  for  if  Wine  be  over 
night  put  into  a  new  Tin  Pot,  it  'will  give  a  Vomit 
the  next  morning.  Copper  alfo  does  the  like  ;  but 
Lead  not  fo  much,  or  rather  nothing  at  all  .■  whereas 
Iron  gently  purges  downward,  is  wholfome  and  c- 
pens  obftrudions;  for  Iron  is  onely  endowed  with  a 
fix  Sulphur,  and  contains  no  Arfenick,  as  Tin  doth. 
Gold  and  Silver  contain  neither  Sulphur  nor  Arfe¬ 
nick,  and  therefore  the  Wine  that  is  put  into  them  is 
not  at  all  changed. 

Seeing  then  that  Tin  has  fome  Arfenick  joyn’d 
with  it,  which  caufeth  the  forefaid  alteration  in  the 
Wine,  whereas  in  Gold  and  Silver  it  is  not  changed 
at  all,  becaufe  they  are  free  from  all  foetid  cumbufli- 
ble  Sulphur  and  Arfenick  ;  if  we  defire  to  rid  Tin  of 
its  poifonous  quality,  and  make  it  like  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  by  removing  its  fuperfluicies,  we  muft  do  it  by 
Art.  We  fee  that  Mercury  of  it  felf  is  no  Poyfon,  but 
becomes  fo  when  fublimb'd  with  Salts  or  otherwiie 
joyn’d  with  them,  by  which  means  it  becomes  poi¬ 
fonous  and  volatile.  This  is  notorious,  and  all  Chy- 
mifts  believe  and  acknowledge  it,  and  we  have  as 
much  reafbn  to  believe,  that  the  fame  is  the  cafe  of 
Arfenick  and  Cobalt,  'viz,,  that  Arfenick  would  be 
no  Poyfon  ofit  felf,  but  by  reafon  of  fome'faline  Spi¬ 
rit  joyn’d  with  it  in  the  Earth.  We  find  alfo  that 
Arfenick  when  it  comes  firft  out  of  the  Earth  of  a 
grayifh  colour  is  nothing  near  fo  poifonous,  as  it  be¬ 
comes"  afterwards  by  being  fublimed  with  Salts,  for 
to  make  it  whitd  and  tranfparent.  For  though  Salts 
in  themfelves  be  not  poifonous,  yet  when  Minerals 
are  in  certain  ways  prepared  with  them  they  turn 
F  f  f  them 
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them  to  Poifbns,  for  every  volatile  Mineral  that  is 
inyn’d  with  faline  Spirits  is  poifonous,  bur  when  the 
lame  Minerals  are  fixed,  they  lofe  their  poifonous 
cuality  and  become  good  Medicines,  as  may  be 
ikij  in  Arfenick,  Cobalt,  Orpiment  and  other 
poifonous  volatile  Minerals,  which  being  fixed, 
bv  running  them  down  witn  Salt  peter,  may  fafe- 
ly  be  exhibited  againft  feveral  Difeafes.  Which 
being  fo  ic  will  be  eafie  to  infer,  that  if  we  can 
fix  the  volatile  Sulphur  and  Arfenick  which  is 
in  Tin,  we  fhfol  not  onely  take  away  its  Poyfon 
and  make  it  medicinal,  but  alfo  make  it  like  Gold  and 
Silver. 

Let  this  then  be  laid  as  a  fure  foundation,  that 
corrofive  faline  Spirits  are  the  caufes  of  all  Poyfon, 
making  fix  matters  to  become  volatile  and  poifonous, 
and  confeqiiently  that  volatile  immature  metals,  as 
Lead  and  Tin, when  their  corrofive  Spirits  are  mortifi¬ 
ed  or  driven  away,  become  fixed.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  combuftible  noxious  Sulphur  of  Metals,  is 
the  foie  caufe  of  their  imperfeftion,  and  that  this 
combuftible  Sulphur  has  no  greater  enemy  than 
Salt  peter,  by  which  it  is  kill’d  anddeftroyed,  and 
yet  no  better  Friend  neither,  which  though  at  firft 
fight  it  may  feem  contradidborioy,  yet  is  very  true; 
for  when  the  Niter  does  confiime  the  cumbuftible  Sul¬ 
phur,  it  is  indeed  its  enemy,  but  when  by  this  Con- 
fumption  of  the  naughty  Sulphur,  the  incombuftible 
folar  Sulphur  of  Tin  becomes  purged  from  its  hete¬ 
rogeneous  mixtures,  we  fhall  find  that  indeed  Niter 
is  the  friend  ofTin,  as  letting  the  folar  Sulphur  of 
T^n  free  frpm  the  captivity  of  its  noxious  Sulphur, 
fo  as  now  it  can  unite  with  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
become  fuch  it  felf,  which  before  was  impoflible. 
Thus  we  fee  that  the  confuming  and  mortifying  of 
the  fuperfluous  Sulphur,  is  the  life  and  deliverance 
of  the  incombuftible  Sulphur,  and  the  corruption  of 
the  one,  the  regeneration  of  the  other.  To  which 
purpofe  Paraceljt/s  fpeaks  excellently,  faying  that 
Corruption  makes'  things  perfetHj  good^  for  by  means  of 
it  the  etnl  that  hides  and  abjeonds  the  good^  being  taken 
away,  the  good  man'ifejls  'it  Jelf',  Which  is  very  true 
of  Tin  whole  folar  Sulphur  being  hid  and  held  by  its 
noxious  Sulphur,  the  fame  mult  be  taken  away,  be¬ 
fore  Gold  and  Silver  can  beextraTedfrom  it.  Which 
reparation  of  the  combuftible  from ‘the  incombuftible 
Sulphur,  rauft  not  be  done  with  common  Niter, 
which  is  too  vehement  for  the  nature  of  Tin,  and 
would  deftroy  the  good  with  the  bad,  but  a  more 
mild  and  proper  Salt-peter  muftbe  taken,  -viz,,  that 
which  is  hid  in  Lead,  which  is  powerfull  enough  to 
kindle  and  conlume  the  fuperfluous  Sulphur  of  Tin, 
and  fet  its  folar  Sulphur  free,  as  will  appear  from 
the  following  Procels. 

When  therefore  thou  art  minded  to  fet  upon  this 
gainfull  particular,  and  together  univerlal  Work,T 
would  not  have  thee  to  be  too  covetous  nor  to  begin 
with  too  great  a  quantity  of  Tin  in  hopes  thereby 
to  becom.e  rich  of  a  hidden;  but  advifo  thee  to  begin 
with  onely  two  or  three  pound  of  Tin,  and  try 
whether  the  Art  be  true  or  no,  and  if  true  what  gain 
may  thence  be  cxpedled.  And  if  thou  find’ft  it  to 
anfwer  thy  expe'fl:ations,thou  mayft  then  work  in  as 
great  quantities  as  thoupleafeft,but  if  thou  find’ft  that 
thou  canft  not  bring  it  to  the  defired  end,  thou 
muft  be  content  to  go  to  School  a  little  longer,  and 
learn  to  be  more  a  mafter  of  Fire;  or  elfo  leave  it  off 
altogether  concluding  thou  art  not  predeftinated  to 
this  Work.  It  is  not  enough  to  think  thou  canft  do 
it,  thou  muft  have  the  Art  of  it,  elfe  thy  thinking 


will  little  avail  thee.  What  1  write  here,  is  no  o- 
other  than  the  truth,  of  which  the  Reader  may  af- 
fure  himfelf. 

A  Trocefs  for  to  feparate  Gold  and  Silver  with  great 
prof t  from  'fm. 

SET  on  a  Cupel  under  a  Muffel  one,  two,  three 
pound  more  or  lefs  of  Lead,  let  it  he  red  hot, 
then  caft  into  it  half  an  ounce,'  one  ounce  or  an 
ounce  an  half  of  Tin,  and  youl  fee  the  Tin  mount 
above  the  Lead,  and  the  Sulphur  of  the  Jupiter '^\\\ 
kindle  the  Salt-peter  of  the  Lead,  and  turn  to  yel¬ 
low  Afhes,  which  ftill  muft  be  taken  away  with  an 
Iron  Inftrument  for  that  purpofo,  as  long  as  any  of 
the  faid  Afties,  mount  qr  appear  on  the  furface  of 
the  Lead.  When  no  more  Afhes  appear,  then  caft 
in  a  frefh  quantity  of  Tin  as  before,  turning  the 
lame  to  Afties  till  ho  more  rife.  Continue  fo  long 
with  the  incineration  of  frefliTin,  until!  all  the  Lead" 
and  Tin  be  turned  to  Afhe^  Then  mix  fftefe  Afties 
with  half  as  much  of  our  fecret  SakArmoniack^  and 
by  Retort  diftill  the  Sal-Axmon'iack  from  it,  which 
may  ferve  again  for  the  fame  Work.  In  this  Diftil- 
lation  the  Sal-Armon'iack,  draws  to  it  the  Sulphur  of 
the  Tin,  and  turns  it  to  Fjeces,  and  the  pure  part  of 
the  Lead  and  Tin  are  left  in  a  Regulus  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  which  after  Diftillation  may  be .  beat  from  the 
Scoria:  and  becaufe  the  Regulus  of  Lead  in  thiso- 
peration  proves  fomewhat  flat  and  platy,we  may  lay 
it  crofs  on  an  Anvil^  and  ftrike  it  crooked  with  an 
Hammer,  and  fo  the  Scoria  will  fall  from  it, which  are 
carefully  to  be  kept,  as  being  of  good  ufe,  which 
will  appear  hereafter.  If  we  defire  to  make  a  bet¬ 
ter  reparation  of  the  Scoria  from  the  laid  Regulus  of 
Lead,  we  may  put  the  faid  Regulus  with  its  taices 
into  a  Crucible,  and  having  given  it  a  Fire  of  Fufion, 
pour  out  the  Regulus  into  a  Cone,  and  the  Scoria 
will  abide  in  the  Cruce,  as  being  of  more  difficult 
fufion  than  the  Regulus.  This  Regulas  of  Lead,  mull: 
again  be  fet  upon  the  Cupel,  and  when  red  hot, 
we  muft  put  Tin  to  it  as  before,  incinerate  the  fame 
and  gather  the  Afties,  then  mix  them  with  Sal-Ar- 
moniack,  diftill  and  'feparate  the  Scoria  from  the  Re^^ 
gulus  as  before.  This  labour  muft  befooft  repeated 
till  all  the  Lead  and  Tin  be  turn’d  to  Afhes,  which 
will  be  in  three  or  four  times,  after  which  onely  a 
finall  Regulus  will  be  left,  which  we  muft  refine  on 
the  Cupel  like  other  Lead,  and  thus  the  Gold  and 
Silver  which  was  in  the  Tin,  will  be  left  on  the 
Cupel,  which  muft  be  granulated,  and  the  Gold 
and  Silver  feparated  from  each  other  with  Aepua 
Fortis. 

ji  The  Scoria  proceeding  from  this  Work  muft  not 
be  defpifed,  being  more  worth  than  the  Gold  and 
Silver  which  are  left  on  the  Cupel,  This  work  be¬ 
ing  well  performed,  every  pound  of  Tin  will  yield 
fome  Crowns  in  Gold  and  Silver,  which  richly  pays 
both  coft  and  pains.  And  he  that  has  the  skill  to 
prepare  the  faid  Sal-Armomack  by  a  compendious 
way,  may  expeft  the  greater  profit  from  this  Work. 
The  Sal-Armoniack  Which  comesv  over  by  Diftilla¬ 
tion,  will  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe  again,  nothing 
of  it  being  diminifhed,  but  what  abides  with  the 
Scoria.^  which  by  making  a  Lye  of  the  Scoria  may 
alfo  be  faved,  by  which  means  a  wonderfull  Salt  is 
obtained,  which  abounds  witli  many  and  great  vir¬ 
tues  ;  concerning  which  we  intend  (God  willing) 
to  treat  at  large  in  our  third  Appendix,  I  had  inten¬ 
ded  indeed  to  fpeak  of  it  here,  but  1  find  this  Appen¬ 
dix 
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dix  is  grown  too  big  under  my  hands ;  and  there¬ 
fore  Ihall  refer  the  fu perlati ve  great  virtues  of  the 
laid  vvonderfull  Salt  to  my  Third  Book  Yet  to  the 
end,  that  the  Lover  of  Art  in  the  mean  time,  till  my 
Third  Appendix  be  publhhed ,  may  not  altogether 
be  ignorant  of  what  great  things  may  be  performed 
by  it,  I  have  thought  good  to  inform  him,  that  I 
have  often  in  my  other  Writings  made  mention  of 
this  Secret  Sal-Armoniacky  yet  concealing  its  prepa¬ 
ration,  VIZ,,  in  my  Book  of  Dialogues,  fpeaking  of 
the  Preparation  of  the  Lion's  Blood.  In  my  Trea- 
ti(e  of  Elias  Anifta  1  have  called  this  Salt,  Salt  of 
Art,  as  alfo  the  Bifhop  aud  High  Prieft  of  Metals, 
and  there  at  large  informed  the  Curious,  how  by 
means  thereof  they  may  infeparably  conjoin  Gold 
and  Silver.  In  other  of  my  Writings  I  have  given 
it  other  names.  This  wonderfull  Salt  of  which  I 
have  treated  in  my  Book  of  the  Three  Principles, 
Ihewing  it  to,  be  thatwherewithy«;>iter  changed  him 
felf  into  a  golden  Ihower,  and  got  entrance  through 
the  Tilesinto  the  ftrong  Tower  where  Danae  was 
fhut  up,  thus  beguiling  her,  and  begetting  on  her 
Ferfeus  the  Deftroyer  of  the  Sea-Monfter,  and  De¬ 
liverer  of  the  Beautifull  Andromeda,  whom  he  took 
to  Wife  ;  and  afterward  vanquilhed  the  Gorgones, 
keepers  of  the  Golden  Apple  bearing  Orchard, 

This  our  Salt  of  Art  is  the  Secret  Chalybs  of  Sen- 
dvtogim,  wherewith  he  extrads  the  Tindure  of  Gold, 
and  of  it  prepares  the  tinging  Stone  of  the  Philofo- 
phers.  This  our  Salt  of  Art  is  alfo  that  Juno,  to 
whom  (  as  Virgil  relates )  the  Golden  Bough  broke 
off  by  Froferpina  from  the  Dark  tree  is  confecrated  ; 
of  which  I  have  elfcwhere  treated  more  at  large. 
This  Salt  alfo  is  our  Proferpina  the  Goddefs  of  Hell 
and  Wife  of  Fluto,  and  is  much  rfiore  ready  and 
handy  in  breaking  off  the  faid  Golden  Bough,  than 
that  Projerpma  which  by  Diftillation  (  with  great 
toil  and  labour )  breaks  off  her  Golden  Branches ; 
for  this  our  Proferpma  performs  it  without  fire,  or 
any  troub’e  to  fpeak  of,  and  offers  it  up  to  the  God¬ 
defs  Juno.  Which  ingenious  and  profitable  Work 
I  intend  (God  willing)  to  fet  down  in  my  Third 
Appendix  ;  wherein  1  (hall  communicate  to  the 
World  a  perpetual  Minera  of  Gold  and  Silver , 
which  every  one  without  any  great  pains  may  in 
Jlillnefs  work  in  his  own  houfe  :  For  there  is  no  ea- 
fier  way  to  extrad  the  hidden  Gold  from  all  Metals 
in  quantity  and  without  fire,  than  by  means  of  this 
our  Goddefs  Juno,  or  Jovial  Froferpina. 

Let  the  Reader  who  defires  to  know  further  of 
thefe  Poetical  Fables,  read  the  ingenious  Ovid,  and 
others  who  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  treat  of  them  : 
and  in  reading  he  will  obferve,  that  Jufiter  is.  by 
them  reprefented  to  be  the  God  of  Fire  and  Light¬ 
ning,  and  Jujio  his  Wife  and  Sifter  the  Goddefs  of 
the  Air  ;  whence  we  may  gather,  that  by  the  word 
Juno  is  to  be  underftood  a  fpiritual  volatile  moifture 
'and  watry  Jupiter.  Now  the  Artift  who  has  Juno 
for  his  Friend  and  Advocate,  may  eafily  obtain  from 
Fhcebiis  great  Treafures,  as  well  for  the  health  of  the 
Body,  as  of  outward  Riches  ;  and  this  is  fo  eafie  to 
be  done,  and  with  fo  little  charges,  that  I  dare  not 
be  fb  bold  to  write  more  of  it,  left  the  wficked  and 
unworthy  fhould  fmell  out  the  reft. 

Now  foralinuch  as  this  Appendix  is  fwoln  to  a  big¬ 
ger  bulk  than  I  bad  intended,  1  ftiall  refer  the  melio¬ 
ration  of  Iron  and  Copper,  by  means  of  our  Secret 
Sal-Armoniack  to  our  Third  Appendix.  And  ftiall 
onely  fay  thus  much  at  prel'ent ,  that  thefe.  two  de- 
Ipifed  Metals,  do  atford  more  profit,  and  with  lels 


charge  and  trouble  than  Lead  and  Tin  ;  which  Pro- 
cefs  I  intend  to  communicate  in  my  next  Appen¬ 
dix. 

If  any  find  the  trouble  and  charges  of  Preparing 
our  Sal-Armoniack  too  great,  he  may  attempt  the 
Work  with  common  S al- Armomack  fublimed  ;  and 
if  that  do  not  fully  anfwer  his  defire,  he  may  af¬ 
terward  prepare  ours,  or  get  it  of  thofe  that  make 
it  in  quantity.  If  it  pleale  God  that  1  live  over  next 
Summer,  1  intend  my  felf  to  work  this  profitable 
Procefs  of  extrading  Sol  from  Tin ;  as  alio  to  extrad 
the  Tindures  of  Copper  and  Iron  with  our  Akahejlr, 
in  great  quantity,  and  to  give  the  over  plus  of  Pro¬ 
fit  to  the  Poor  for  a  Memorial  to  the  World  In 
the  mean  time  I  have  here  at  large  declared  how  the 
fuperfluities  of  Lead  and  Tin  are  to  be  removed,  in 
order  to  the  feparating  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  con¬ 
tained  in  them  ;  and  this  without  concealing  any  of 
the  Manual  Operations  thereto  belonging :  though 
I  queftion  not  but  many  who  may  attempt  the  fame, 
will  by  miftaking  fome  Point  or  other  fail  of  their 
end.  Above  all,  great  care  muft  be  had  that  the 
Tin  be  not  mixed  with  Copper  or  Regulm  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  which  will  make  the  Aflies  hard  and  irredu¬ 
cible;  the  Sal-Armoniack  alfo  muft  be  well  prepared, 
fharp  and  penetrative,  that  it  may  work  upon  the 
Tin  afties,  and  make  them  fluxible  and  reducible  to 
Metal,  Neither  muft  the  Tin  afhes  be  fuffer’d  to  lye 
too  long  on  the  Lead,  but  continually  be  taken  away, 
for  otherwife  they  will  become  hard  and  influxible. 
In  a  word,  ’tis  pradile  onely  and  experience  can 
make  a  man  Mafter  of  this  Wofk,  it  being  impollible 
to  fet  down  all  particulars  fb  clear  and  diftind,  as 
that  the  unexperienced  may  not  eafily  miftake.  In 
cafe  therefore  this  my  Appendix  fhould  feem  too 
dark  to  any  one,  let  him  have  patience  till  my  Third 
Appendix  be  publifhed  ,  in  which  1  intend  to  com¬ 
municate  a  much  more  eafie  Procefs  for  extrading 
Gold  and  Silver  out  of  Lead ,  Tin,  Iron  and  Cop- 
per. 

There  is  alfo  a  way  of  turning  fine  Tin  alone  by 
it  felf  into  Afhes,  by  ftirring  it  continually  in  an 
Iron  Pot  over  the  fiie,vvhich  Afhes  muft  be  reduced 
sNxxdX.  o\K  Sal- Armomack,  and  then  turn'd  to  Afhes 
again  and  reduced ,  which  muft  be  repeated  till  the 
greater  part  of  the  Tin  be  turned  to  Scoria,  and  the 
Gold  and  Silver  melt  down  to  a-  Regulm,  which  be¬ 
ing  tefted,  leaves  behind  the  Gold  and  Silver  which 
was  in  the  Tin,  and  the  renlaining  Scoria,  or  Drofs, 
are  of  greater  value  than  the  Gold  and  Silver  it  felf. 
For  he  who  knows  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  FsCes  as  a 
Magnet  to  attrad  the  Gold  from  metalline  Solutions, 
will  get  great  profit  thereby  ;  the  faid  Faeces  being 
a  main  caufe  of  my  publifhing  this  Treatife,  becaufe 
of  their  great  and  profitable  ufe'  both  in  Phyfick  and 
Alchymy  ;  forafhiuch  as  with  their  help  not  onely 
Gold  and  Silver,  but  alfb  true  Univerfal  Tindures 
may  be  extraded  from  Stones  and  .Metals  :  So  that 
he  who  knows  the  ufe  of  thefe  Jovial  Faeces  may 
not  onely  richly  maintain  themfelves,  but  alfb  libe¬ 
rally  communicate  to  the  Poor.  If  God  continue 
my  life,  I  intend  to  undertake  this  profitable  Work 
my  felf,  and  thence  make  fome  provilion  for  the 
Poor  ;  for  I  have  already  taken  my  leave  of  this 
wicked  World,  expeding  with  patience  an  heavenly 
Guide  to  condud  me  to  life  eternal ,  which  I  ear- 
neftly  pant  after. 

A  Coral- 
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A  Corollary,  or  Supplement  to 

the  foregoing  Appendix. 

WE  have  feen  in  the  foregoing  Treatile, 
how  with  the  l^ielp  of  Lead,  the  Gold 
and  Silver  which  is  hid  in  Tin  may  be 
extraTed  with  our  Secret  Sal-Armomack  ;  which  af¬ 
ter  it  has  feparated  the  laid  Gold  and  Silver,  doth 
ftill  retain  great  virtues ,  as  being  become  a  true  na 
^'tural  Magnet,  able  without  much  trouble  or  fire, 
to  extradt  not  onely  from  Gold,  but  alfb  from  the 
grols  bodies  of  Iron  and  Copper  their  pureft  Tinc¬ 
tures,  which  in  them  are  better,  and  in  greater  quan¬ 
tity  than  in  Gold  it  felf..  Which  Solar  Magnet  few 
Philofophers  have  known,  or  the  ufe  of  it.  Our 
Cofmopolita  writes  moft  clearly  of  the  fame  in  the 
following  words  ;  There  is  a  Steel  which  can-  extract 
from  the  Rays  of  the  Sun^  that  which  many  have  fought 
and  not  found.  And  again ,  If  our  Steel  copulate  ele¬ 
ven  times  with  Goldy  the  Gold  thereby  becomes  weakned 
almojt  to  deathy  and  the  Steel  will  conceive  and  bring 
forth  a  Son  more  famous  than  his  Father,  Nuyfement 
alfo  fpeaks  of  this  Magnet,  but  fparingly  and  darkr 
ly,  and  Faracelfts  yet  more  obfcurely.  Others  who 
had  the  knowledge  of  it,  make  no  mention  thereof 
at  all  ;  fearing,  ’tis  like,  left  the  Art  might  grow  too 
common,  and  be  proftituted  thereby  :  but  without 
caufe ;  for  though  a  Man  be  able  to  extradt  the 
Tindtures  of  Metals,  yet  hath  he  not  therefore  the 
whole  Art ;  for  though  the  laid  Tindtures  be  of  great 
ufe  for  the  cure  of  all  difeafes,  yet  can  they  not  dif 
play  their  virtues  upon  Metals,  till  they  be  fixed 
with  Gold ,  and  have  obtained  metallick  ingrefs : 
but  in  Phyfick,  as  was  now  laid,  they  are  very  ufe 
full,  before  their  fixation,  and  efpecially  thofe  which 
by  our  Magnet  arc  extradted  from  Mars  and  V mus., 
for  they  purge  all  that  is  hurtfull  out  of  the  Body, 
not  weakning  as  common  Purges  do,  but  ftrengthen- 
ing  it.  They  alfo  purge  by  Sweat  and  Urine,  and 
ftill  all  inward  and  outward  Pains  procure  fweet 
feft,  by  reafbn  of  the  Anodynous  quality  hid  in 
Mars  and  V miss.  So  that  thefe  Tindtures  of  Mars 
and  F mus  before  fixation  may  be  ufed  againft  all  dif¬ 
eafes  with  alFurance  of  good  fuccefs ;  and  when  fix¬ 
ed,  they  turn  Silver  into  Gold.  For  our  Magnet 
robs  the  Dragon  (  viz,.  Aepua  Fortis wherein  Mars 
and  Fenm  are  diflblved  )  of  the  Golden  Fleece  he 
and,  like  another  brings  home 

the  fame,  and  with  it  reftores  his  aged  Father  to 
youth  again,  and  procures  to  himfelf  vaft  and  un- 
meafurable  Riches.  For  thefe  Tindtures  do  great 
wonders  m  both  faculties.  It  is  not  long  ago  finde 
I  took  fome  grains  (  which  I  had  left  of  a  former 
preparation)  of  one  of  thefe  Tindtures,  to  fee  if 
thereby  I  might  be  fomewhat  refrefhed,  which  in¬ 
deed  did  perform  all  that  could  be  expefted  from  it, 
but  having  no  more  of  it  could  not  perfedt  my  cure 
Since  which  time  I  have  had  a  great  longing  with 
the  firlt  occafion  to  prepare  fome  more  of  it,  becaufe 
1  found  that  upon  taking  that  fmall  quantity,  my 
bald  head  began  to  be  cover’d  with  black  curl’d 
hairs  from  whence  I  am  verily  perfwaded,  that 
had  1  had  more  of  the  like  Tindture,  it  would  have 
who  y  renewed  me  ;  and  therefore  fhall  not  be 
g  to  make  ufe  of  the  firft  opportunity  to 
prepare  more  of  it,  both  for  my  own  health^and 


that  of  others,  and  publifli  the  wonderful!  works  of 
God  throughout  the  whole  World.  And  forafmuch 
as  God  of  his  free  Grace  has  been  pleas’d  to  blefs 
me  with  the  knowledge  of  this  beh  and  moft  power- 
full  of  Medicines,  though  by  reafon  of  my  weaknefs 
l  am  fored  to  keep  my  bed,  and  mufi  patiently  wair 
till  it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  put  me  into  a  condition  of 
preparing  the  fame ;  yea  though  Death  fhou'd  ore- 
vent  me  from  ever  doing  it,  yet  fhall  this  be  mv' fa^ 
tisfadtion,  that  I  have  here  informed  the  Lovers  of 
Art,  what  wonder-working  Tindfures  lye  hid  in 
thefe  defpifed  Metals  of  Copper  and  Iron  and 

which  may  fo  eafily  with  our  Jovial  Magnet  be  er 
tradted. 

yBut  let  him  that  undertakes  to  work  with  our 
fecret  Magnet,  take  heed  that  he  do  not  make  it 
too  ftrong,  left  inftcad  of  a  Tindture,  he  draw  the 
grofs  Bodies ;  for  it  often  happens  when  the  Mag¬ 
net  IS  too  ftroQg,  that,  together  with  the  Tindture 
It  draws  the  grofs  Body,  and  efpecially  of  the  Ho- 
mogeneal  Metals,  in  which  the  Tindture  is  fo  clofe- 
ly  united  with  the  Body,  that  it  is  very  hard  to 
feparate  them.  A  common  Magnet  draws  Iron 
together  with  its  Tindture,  but  without  feparating 
the  one  from  the  other ;  but  our  fecr^c  Magn5 
draws  from  Iron  (its  Body  being  firft  opened  )  the 
Tinfture  onely,  leaving  the  grofs  Body  behind,  be¬ 
caufe  Iron  and  Copper  are  Heterogeneous  Metals 
in  which  the  Tindture  is  eafily  feparablc  from  its' 
Body,  whereas  Gold,  which  is  Homogeneal  doth 
not  readily  part  with  his  Tindture,  the  Body  fol¬ 
lowing  Its  Soul  or  Tindture.  Yea  a  common  Mag- 
net  draws  the  whole  Body  of  Iron,  without  fept 
rating  the  Tindture,  even  then  when  by  Nature  it 
IS  made  Homogeneal  and  fixed  like  Gold  •  as  we 
fee  in  Granat ftones,  which  are  rich  in  Iron  (as 
thofe  are  which  are  brought  ^o  os  fiom  America^ 
and  efpecially  from  New-France ,  fome  in  great  oie- 
ces  and  others  fmall  like  Sand)  that  they  are  gr^- 
dily  attradted  by  the  common  Magnet :  and  yet  no 
Iron  can  be  melted  from  them,  forafinuch  as  nei¬ 
ther  Fire  will  flux,  nor  corrofive  Spirits  diflblve 
them;  but  their  TinTure  may  eafily  be  drawn  from 
them  according  to  the  way  I  have  fet  down  in  my 
Book  of  the  Three  Frinciples.  In  America  are  found 
great  Mountains  of  fuch  finall  Granats,  which  be¬ 
ing  Homogeneal,  will  not  yield  to  Fire  or  Stygian- 
waters.  And  now  lately  I  have  feen  fome  Mine- 
ral  Eaphs  and  Stones  brought  from  Newfoundland 
of  which  there  are  whole  Mountains  there,  which 
never  any  Man  that  1  know  could  make  any  profit 
of,  though  it  be  certain  that  every  pound  weight  of 
them  contains  half  a  Crowns  worth  of  Gold  and 
Silver.  But  we  need  nor  trouble  our  felves  to  feek 
for  Treafures  in  other  Countries.  God  having  fur- 
nifhed  all  parts  of  the  World  (none  excepted)  with 
Subjects  that  afford  good  and  abundant  Tindture 
onely  the  Art  of  drawing  them  forth  is  wanting! 
We  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  Gold  for  to  extradt  its* 
Tindture,  becaufe  we  may  have  one  as  good  from 
Mars  or  Fenus,  and  with  much  more  eafe. 

But  if  any  Man  has  a  mind  to  draw  the  Gold  from 
fuch  Waters,  wherein  it  is  imperceptibly  fcatter’d 
and  difpersd,  let  him  put  a  fmall  quantity  of  our 
fecret  Magnet  into  the  faid  Water,  and  he  will  fee 
all  the  faid  Gold  prefently  gathered  to  it,  and  re¬ 
duc  d  to  Vifibility  and  Corporality,  with  great  pro- 
fit  to  the  Artift.  And  becaufe  many  fuch  Waters 
abounding  with  Gold  and  Tindture,  are  found  pre¬ 
pared 
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pared  by  Nature  to  our  hands,  without  charges  or  1  red  ,  Dragons- blood  a  bright  ruby  colour,  Turme- 
irouble,  this  ftiort  information  here  may  to  the  rick  a  yellow,  and  Indigo  a  curious  Sky-blew.  Ani- 
skilfull  open  a  door  to  great  Trealures.  mals ,  as  Cochenille,  6^c.  may  be  proceeded  with 


But  to  proceed  and  (hew  that  there  are  fuch 
Magnets  wherewith  Tindures  may  be  extraded  ; 
and  here  firft  of  all  I  will  inftance  in  my  Jovial 
Sal-Arwoniack  here  defcribed  3  whereby  the  Tin 
I  turn’d  to  Alhes  is  reduced  ;  for  when  the  fame  Sal- 
Armoniack,  impregnated  with  Tin,  is  dilTolved  in 
Spirit  of  Salt,  it  becomes  fuch  a  Solar  Magnet,  which 
i  can  and  does  extract  the  Tindlures  from  the  Solu¬ 
tion  of  Metals.  For  when  a  little  of  this  Sal-Armo- 
mack  Water  is  poured  upon  the  Solution  of  any 
'  Metal,  fhakcn  together,  alid  let  afide,  the  Magnet, 
i  as  in  a  moment,  attracts  all  that’s  good  in  the  laid 
'  Solution,  whether  it  be  Gold  or  Tindure,  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Glafs  of  a  purple  or  blood-red  Co¬ 
lour,  and  the  Solution  becomes  white.  And  yet 
there  are  many  Magnets  which  are  better  than  this 
o^Sal  Armoniack  impregnated  with  Tin,  extrading 
I  the  Tindures  from  Metals  with  more  eafe,  and  bet- 
I  ter  than  that.  The  reafon  why  I  onely  make  men- 
i  tion  of  this,  is,  becaufe  it  is  the  produd  of  the  Work 
■  here  defcribed  ,  wzi,  the  extrading  Gold  and  Silver 
from  Tin.  And  to  the  end  1  may  evidence  to  all, 
that  the  faid  Magnet  is  of  greater  value  than  the 
Gold  and  Silver,  which  is  got  from  the  Tin  ;  I  fhall 
lay  thus  much,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  the  ignorant 
to  believe  of  what  great  advantage  this  Magnet  is 
to  thofe  that  underhand  the  ufe  of  it :  for  not  one¬ 
ly  may  Univerfal  Tindures  be  extraded  therewith 
I  for  curing  the  Bodies  of  Men  and  Metals,  out  of 
Metals  and  Stones,  and  that  eafily  and  without 
:  charge ;  but  it  can  alfo  cxtrad  much  Gold  from 
thofe  Metals  and  Stones,  in  which  much  volatile 
and  fpiritual  Gold  is  hid,  "jiz,.  Iron,  Copper,  Eafi- 
Indian  Zink,  &c.  and  amongft  Stones  the  red  and 
yellow  Pebbles,  which  are  almoll:  every- where  to 
be  found.  Concerning  which  extradion  of  Sol  from 
,  Sand  and  Stones,  1  have  treated  at  large  in  my  Se- 

j  venth  Tart  of  the  Vrofferuy  of  Germany.  Now  that 

I  our  Magnet  draws  to  it  all  Colours  and  Tindures, 

I  not  onely  from  Stones  and  Metals,  but  from  Vege¬ 

tables  and  Animals,  and  doth  highly  exalt  the  fame, 
may  thus  be  proved  :  Diffolve  one  ounce  of  Gold 
in  Aoiua  Rega, ^ouv  the  yellow  Solution  into  a  pound 
of  common  Water,  and  this  yellow  Colour  will  no 
!  more  be  perceived  ,  then  pour  alfb  fome  of  our 
Magnet  into  the  faid  Water ,  and  all  the  Water  will 
become  blood-red,  and  being  fet  afide,  the  Gold, 
which  the  Magnet  hath  attraded ,  falls  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  highly  exalted  in  Colour,  and  the  Water  re¬ 
mains  white,  having  loft  all  its  Gold,  and  may  be 
ufed  again  for  the  like  extradion  of  Gold  or  Tinc¬ 
ture  out  of  Stones  and  Metals  in  infinitum^  without 
any  impairing  of  its  ftrength  ;  fo  that  I  may  well 
fay,  that  never  hath  a  more  profitable  invention 
been  communicated  to  mankind. 

Doft  thou  defire  to  experience  what  our  Magnet 
can  doc  in  extrading  the  Colours  of  Vegetables  and 
Animals?  then  proceed  thus;  Boil  Brafile-wood , 
Turmcrick,  or  any  like  Vegetables  in  Water  till  it 
be  coloured,  filter  it,  and  pour  a  little  of  our  Mag¬ 
net  into  the  colour’d  Water  ;  (hake  it  together,  and 
the  Magnet  will  draw  all  the  colour  from  the  Water 
to  it  felf,  which  falls  to  the  bottom  in  form  of  a  very 
fubtil  Powder  ;  the  Water  being  decanted,  and  the 
Powder  dried,  alfords  an  excellent  colour  for  Pain¬ 
ters  ;  Brafile-wood  a  brown  red,  Farnabock  a  light 


in  like  manner,  and  will  afford  far  better  Colours 
than  they  can  of  themfelves,  becaule  our  Magnet 
(  as  hath  been  faid )  exalts  all  Colours  whatfoever. 
To  try  this  thy  felf,  thou  mayft  according  to  my 
foregoing  inftrudion  prepare  it ,  and  fo  find  by  ex¬ 
perience  the  wonders  it  will  perform  in  exrrading 
the  Tindures  of  Metals,  Stones,  Vegetables  and 
Animals  ;  which  if  thou  doft,  thou  wilt  find  more 
than  I  have  here  fet  down.  And  if  thou  haft  no 
time  to  prepare  the  Magnet  thy  felf,  thou  mayft 
have  it  of  thofe  who  prepare  it  in  great  quantities  : 
For  becaufe  this  wonder-working  Magnet  can  do 
fuch  great  things,  I  have  communicated  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  it  to  a  very  honeft  friend,  to  the  end 
he  might  make  it  in  quantity,  and  vend  it  for  the 
good  of  the  World,  at  a  Rix-dollar  fer  Pound.  With 
this  Magnet  Wool,  Linnen,  Silk,  Bones,  Feathers, 
may  be  dyed  or  painted  far  more  fair  and  lafting 
than  any  other  way  now  known  :  Chymical  Phy- 
ficians,  with  the  help  of  it,  may  prepare  the  true 
Quinteflence  of  Metals  and  Stones  for  the  cure  of 
all  difeafes  :  and  it  will  aflift  the  Philofbphers  to  ex- 
trad  Univerfal  Tindures  from  all  coloured  Stones 
and  Metals,  with  which  they  may  throughly  and 
laftingly  tinge  white  metals  to  Gold,  and  Cryf- 
tal  to  Rubies,  Saphires,  Jacinths,  Emralds,  d’^c.  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  pleafure. 

In  a  word,  he  who  has  this  Magnet  and  knows 
the  ule  of  it,  needs  not  to  read  any  Chymical  Books 
for  all  in  all  is  comprehended  in  it,  as  in  a  ftiort  time 
will  be  manifefted.  This  Magnet  is  fo  great  a  Trea- 
fure  that  the  vafteft  Volumes  cannot  contain  all  its 
virtues,  it  is  lerviceable  to  all  men  ;  yea  no  fubjed 
can  be  found  in  nature,  that  can  produce  fuch  won- 
derfull  and  ufefull  effeds  as  this  our  fecret  Sal-Armo- 
niack.  Great  Books  have  been  written  concerning 
the  common  Magnet  which  onely  draws  Iron, 
though  indeed  its  nature  and  properties  be  alfo  very 
wondcrfull ;  for  without  it  there  could  be  no  failing 
by  Sea  in  the  Night  time,  whereas  now  it  is  all  one 
to  Marriners  whether  they  Sail  by  Day  or  by  Night : 
but  how  much  more  highly  is  our  magnet  to  be  ef 
teemed,  which  not  onely  points  out  to  Philofophers, 
Phyficiansand  Chymifts,  the  right  way  through  the 
vaft  and  wild  Sea  of  Chymical  Operations,  to  their 
defired  Port,  richly  laden  with  the  beft  of  Commo¬ 
dities  Gold  and  Tindures,  but  alfo  direds  Mecha- 
nicks  to  new  ways  and  inventions  of  obtaining 
wealth,  never  before  known. 

Indeed  as  there  is  a  great  difference  between  Mar$ 
and  Jufiterfo  alfo  between  thefe  Magnets  which  par¬ 
take  of  their  natures.  The  common  martial  Mag¬ 
net  guided  Chrifiofhorus  Columbus  to  America.,  that 
new  World  abounding  with  Gold  and  Silver,  befides 
many  other  profitable  Commodites,  but  all  this  in 
a  way  hazardous  and  full  of  danger,  many  thoufands 
having  loft  their  lives  as  well  by  Sea  as  by  Land  in 
endeavouring  to  obtain  thefe  riches.  For  Mars  with 
his  Magnet  onely  loads  and  perfwades  to  War  and 
Blood-lhed,  whereas  the  friendly  and  peace-loving 
Jupiter,  with  his  benign  Magnet  ftirs  up  none  to 
evil  but  onely  to  good,  and  dir(;ft;s  us  to  a  Land 
much  more  abounding  with  Gold  than  America, 
whence  we  may  fetch  the  fame  in  peace  and  quiet 
without  fear  of  War  or  Blood-fhed,  and  to  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  God  make  known  his  Works  of  wonder  to  the 
ignorany. 

I  "  d  g  g  And 
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Aud  thus  much  fhall  fuffice  to  have  fpoken  con¬ 
cerning  the  extrad:ing  or  feparating  of  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver  from  Tin,  and  the  eafie  extraftion  of  Tindures 
from  Stones  and  Metals,  by  means  of  our  fecret  Sal 
Armoniack.  Now  for  a  Surplus,  and  to  pleafure  the 
Sons  of  Art,  FIl  take  one  turn  more  in  the  Philofo- 
phick  Garden  and  gather  fome  fair  Flowers,  to  make 
a  Garland  in  honour  of  the  Adepts,  that  they  may 
wear  it  in  remembrance  of  me.  The  firft  of  thefe 
Flowers  is  the  white  Lilly,  thefecond  the  blew  Vio¬ 
let,  and  the  third  the  deep  Purple  Amaranthm^  be¬ 
ing  the  chief  that  grow  in  our  Garden,  of  which  I 
intend  to  twift  my  Garland. 

The  firft,  -uiz,.  the  white  Lilly  appears  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  our  Work  ;  the  blew  V  iolet  in  themidft, 
and  the  deep  red  Amaranthus  in  the  end  of  it.  That 
I  compare  the  beginning  of  our  Work  to  a  Lilly,  is 
not  without  reafon,  forafmuch  as  our  mercurial  Wa¬ 
ter  is  whiter  than  white,  being  called  of  Philofbphers 
a  white,  whiter  than  white,  becaufe  though  it  be  a 
white  colour,  yet  it  excells  all  other  whites,  with  its 
gliftring  brightnefs  fb  far, that  other  white  colours  com¬ 
pared  with  it  look  very  dim  and  dark  And  becaufe 
God  hath  beftowed  upon  the  Lilly  fuch  afair  gliftring 
white,  as  no  Flower  can  compare  with  it,  therefore 
we  compare  our  mercurial  Water  (the  beginning  of 
our  Work;  for  its  unparallel’d  whitenefsto  the  Lilly 
of  the  Field  :  of  which  our  Saviour  himfelf  faith, 
That  Salomon  in  all  his  glory ^was  not  arrayed  like  one  oj 
them.  For  this  caufe  alfo  the  Philofbphers  always 
termed  the  beginning  of  their  Work  a  white  Flower, 
as  appears  (among  other  inftances)  from  an  infcrip- 
tion  engraven  on  two  Candlefticks,  belonging  to  a 
Cloifter  in  IKeJlfhalia^  made  by  a  Monk  and  dedica 
ted  to  the  ufe  of  the  Altar  there  in  thefe  words, 
JSfon  ex  AurOy  nec  Argento  fed  ex  pnmo  Jirtis  jlore  fum 
faElum.  I  am  not  made  of  Gold  nor  Sil^ver,  but  of  the 
firfi  Flower  of  Art.  Thefe  Candlefticks  are  white  as 
Silver,  but  heavy  as  Gold  ;  which  may  pafs  for  a 
proof  that  the  white  in  our  work  is  termed  a  Lilly 
or  Flower. 

And  that  this  our  bright  white  Lilly  doth  far  fur- 
pafs  all  other  white  Flowers  whatfbever,  the  Philo- 
lophers  in  Turba  witnefs  when  they  fay,  our  Salt  ex¬ 
alts  the  whitenels  in  Silver  and  theredin  Gold  ;which 
indeed  is  the  very  truth,  though  it  be  not  believed 
by  the  unexperienced,  becaufe  at  firft  fight  it  feems 
againft  nature,  that  one  colour  fhould  die  both  red 
and  white  :  yet  that  it  is  fo,  I  here  witnefs  unto  with 
my  Pen,  and  hope  fhortly  to  make  an  ocular  de-, 
monftration  of  it  to  all  that  are  lovers  of  the  won- 
derfull  Works  of  God.  In  the  mean  time  we  may 
prove  it  thus,  dillblve  in  Asjua  Fortis  fome  fine  cu- 
pelM  Silver,  and  in  another  Vefiel  in  Aejua  Regis 
Ibme  find  Gold,  pour  a  little  of  our  mercurial  Water 
into  each  of  the  Solutions,  and  the  Silver  will  fall  to 
the  bottom  white  as  Snow  ;  yea  rather  will  be  whiter 
than  that  or  any  other  thing  in  the  World ;  and  the 
Gold  will  be  precipitated  red  like  blood,  and  the 
Stygian  Waters  are  rob’d  of  all  the  Gold  and  Silver 
that  was  in  them,  by  the  addition  of  our  fecrct  Sal- 
Armoniack  Water,  fo  as  not  the  leaft  grain  remains 
with  them.  Thus  Ferfcus,  viz.  the  exalted  Gold, 
has  deliver’d  Andromeda,  viz.  the  white  exalted  Sil¬ 
ver,  from  the  Sea-Monfter,  ‘viz,.  the  Aqua  Fortis, 
and  taken  the  fame  to  his  Wife,  that  is,  radically 
united  with  it.  And  that  our  jovial  Sal- Armoniack 

will  do  this,  I  hope  e’re  long  to  demonftrate  to  the 
lovers  of  Art. 

The  Blind  W orld  may  learn  from  hence,  it  was 


not  without  reafon  the  Philofbphers  affirm  that  their 
fecret  Salt,  exalts  the  red  in  Gold  and  the  white  in  ' 
Silver.  And  that  their  Salt  is  a  Sal- Armoniack,  ap¬ 
pears  from  their  crying,  O  our  Sal- Armoniack  !  6  cur 
Sea  I  for  had  it  been  the  common,  how  could  they 
have  call’d  it  theirs .?  Turba  faith,  If  the  Almighty  had 
not^  created  this  Salt,  it  were  impoffible  to  compleat  our 
Elixir:  Which  words  are  alledged  by  Arnoldus  de  Vil¬ 
la  Nova,  who  faith  that  Almiz,adir  (a  name  the 
Philofophers  give  their  fecret  Salt)  is  a  Sal- Armoni¬ 
ack,  as  appears  from  his  own  words  taken  out  of  his 
Breviary  of  Alchymical  Books,  being  a  Letter  of  his 
to  a  Pope  of  Rome. 

holy  Father,  e’re  I  acquaint  thee 
that  firft  of  all  the  bodies  muft  be  reduced  to  their 
“  firft  matter.  To  underftand  which,  thou  muft 
“  know,  that  the  matter  of  all  Metals,  and  their 
“  Sperm  is  a  white  fume  decoded  and  thickned  in 
“  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  by  a  fulphurous  heat ; 

and  according  to  the  varieties  of  this  ''ulphur,  and 
“  its  quantity  in  the  earth,  divers  Metals  are  pro- 
‘I  duced  ;  the  matter  of  them  all  being  the  fame  ef- 
‘‘  fentially,  and  differs  onely  accidently.  Above  all 
“  things  It  is  certain,  that  the  Workman  can  do  no- 
“  thing  here  without  Salt,  no  more  than  an  Archer 
can  fhoot  without  a  firing  to  his  Bow,  Monenus 
“  exprelfes  this  more  clearly,  when  he  faith.  Take 
“  the  Fhlegmatick  and  Cholerick.and grind  the  Sanguine 
onith  it,  until  I  it  become  a  tinging  Heaven,  &c.  The 
“  Phlegmatick  is  cold  and  moift,  viz..  Mercury,  the 
Choierick  is  hot  and  dry,  viz,,  Sal- Armoniack, 
«  fanguine  is  hot  and  moift,  viz,.  Gold. 

Obferve  that  Sal- Armoniack  doth  not  give  Co- 
‘‘  lour,  but  Ingrefs,  and  prepares  the  matter  and 
“  purgeth  it,  and  then  the  Spirit  being  united  with 
‘‘  the  Body,  it  hath  ingrefs,  and  having  conjoin’d 
thefe,  it  goes  off.  For  this  Salt  is  an  undtuous 
‘‘  fatnefs  coagulated  by  the  drynefs  of  the  fire,  of 
“  a  hot  and  fubtil  dry  nature,  which  penetrating 
“  through  all  parts ,  diffolves  Bodies ,  and  is  the 
“  conjoiner  of  oppofites,  and  of  all  Spirits  with  their 
“  Bodies.  For  this  Salt  is  a  volatile  Spirit,  a  gene¬ 
rating  Stone,  and  a  helper  towards  the  produdfi- 
«  Elixir  ;  becaufe  if  this  Salt  were  nor, 

the  Elixir  could  never  be  diffolved,  nor  have  in- 
“  grefs,  neither  would  one  thing  be  join’d  to  ano- 
“  ther,  or  have  ingrefs  into  another.  It  is  volatile, 

“  and  yet  join’d  with  Bodies,  it  is  a  Body  which  is 
hid  in  it.  And  therefore  faith  ,  If  yoit 

put  it,  viz,,  this  Salt,  injlead  of  Fire,  Air,  or  Sul- 
phur ,  you  voill  not  err  in  your  work,  becaufe  it  inclines 
it  felf  to  every  nature  and  Almiz,adir\x\\2X  is,Sal-Ar- 
monxzckwill  alone  do  thy  bujinefs.  And  in  the  Book 
“  of  Aloms  and  Salts  ’tis  faid,  that  if  God  had  not 
‘‘  created  this  Salt,  the  Elixir  could  never  be  perfebled, 

“  and  the  Jludy  of  Alchymy  would  be  in  vain.  He 
therefore  that  works  without  Salt  (  as  the  Allego- 
“  ry  of  the  Wife  Men  hath  it)  does  not  attenuate  the 
“  dead  Bodies  in  their  Graves,  and  therefore  can  never 
“  expeSl  a  refurreblion,  &C. 

From  this  Letter  of  Arnoldus  it  appears  fully, 
that  their  fecret  Salt  is  a  Sal- Armoniack,  though  not 
the  common.  Concerning  which  Salt  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  exprefs  themfelves  very  differently.  Our 
Cofmopolita  cries  out ,  O  our  Sal- Armoniack  !  O  our 
Sea  !  and  teaches  alfo  the  preparation  of  it,  though 
very  darkly,  where  he  fpeaks  of  the  little  fifh  Re¬ 
mora,  of  which  we  are  told,  that  it  is  able  to  ftop 
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a  great  Ship  under  Sail  in  her  courfe ;  and  we  know 
our  (ecret  Sal-Armoniack  has  the  force  to  flop  the 
Ships  richly  laden  with  Gold  and  Silver,  failing  in 
the  Sea  of  Stygian  Waters,  and  to  lead  them  whither 
it  lifts  ;  from  whence  it  appears  that  our  Jovial  Sal- 
Armoniack  is  the  true  Remora  of  the  Pbilolbphers. 
rl  proceed  now  to  the  lecond  Flower,  ‘viz,.  the 
blew  Violet,  which  is  likewife  found  in  our  Garden. 
We  have  heard  how  by  means  of  our  Jovial  Sal-Ar- 
moniack,  the  colour  of  Gold  and  Silver  is -  exalted, 
after  it  hath  attraded  them  out  of  the  fait  Sea,where- 
in  they  were  diflblved.  Bur  if  the  Solutions  of  both 
Gold  and  Silver  be  pour’d  together  in  one  Glafs, 
and  fome  of  our  Magnet  be  put  to  them  for  to  at- 
trad  the  fame,  then  the  Gold  which  before  was 
Blood-red,  and  the  Silver  which  was  fo  white,  do 
together  conftitute  a  Violet  colour,  which  is  the  fe- 
cond  Flower  growing  in  our  Garden. 

The  third  and  moft  beautifull  Flower  of  all  that 
grow  in  our  Garden,  is  the  fair  Flower  Amaranthm^ 
which  of  all  other  doth  longeft  keep  its  colour  i  the 
white  Lillies  fhed  their  Leaves  as  foon  as  they  are 
ripe,  and  Violets  in  a  fhort  time  wither  and  lofe  their 
colour;  but  the  Amaranthus  keeps  her  colour 
Winter  and  Summer.  And  the  fame  may  be  faid 
of  our  metalline  Flowers,  the  Silver  attraded  by 
our  Magnet  is  the  white  Lilly,  which  when  joyn’d 
with  our  blood-red  Gold,  produces  our  blew  Violet, 
and  out  of  this  Violet,  by  means  of  the  Fire,  is  af¬ 
terwards  produced  the  fix  and  permanent  Amaran¬ 
thus.  When  a  Philofbpher  knows  where  to  find, 
and  how  to  pluck  thefe  three  Flowers,  he  may  well 
wear  them  as  a  Garland  of  Honour.  Thus  much 
I  have  added  to  point  out  thefe  Flowers  to  the  Sons 
of  Art,  and  to  ftir  up  a  defire  in  them  to  pluck  them 
for  themfelves.  At  the  prefent,  time  doth  nor  per¬ 
mit  to  add  any  more,  wherefore  I  hope  the  Cour- ; 
teous  Reader  will  accept  of  what  he  finds  here,  in¬ 
tending  in  my  third  Appendix,  God  willing,  to  fpeak 
more  fully  of  ocher  like  Flowers,  which  with  the 
help  of  our  fecrec  Sal-Armoniack.,  may  with  more 
eale  and  in  greater  abundance  be  gathered  .than 
thofe  now  mentioned.  I  intend  alfo  therein  to  treat 
of  a  far  more  profitable  ufe  of  our  fecrec  Sal-Armo- 
mack.  For  although  our  fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  which 
by  manual  labour  is  prepared  of  two  Contraries,  viz... 
Oil  of  Vitriol,  Spirit  of  Salt  or  other  corrofive  acid 
Spirits,  and  urinous  Spirits,  be  of  great  , ufe  for  the 
meliorating  of  Metals,  and  the  preparing  of  many ' 

'  n  ' 
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good  Medicines,  yet  is  all  this  but  Children’s  play, 
if  compared  with  what  may  be  done  with  our  moft 
fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  which  is  not  prepared  by  Art, 
but  created  of  God,  and  may  be  had  every  where 
in  abundance  without  money.  Yea,  the  Philofo- 
phers  fay  that  all  men  have  it,  that  Adam  brought 
it  with  him  out  of  Paradife,  and  after  death  took  it 
with  him  to  his  Grave  ;  which  is  the  conftant  af- 
fertion  not  onely  of  Heathen,  but  allb  of  Chriftian 
Philofophers,  who  have  afferted  the  fame  with 
many  arguments,  amongft  whom  are  Albertus  Mag¬ 
nus  and  his  Difciple  Thomas  Aquinas,  who  were  holy 
and  reli^ous  men,  and  therefore  very  far  from  ob¬ 
truding  lies  upon  the  World.  There  are  alfbmany 
Writings  of  unknown  Philofophers,  who  aflert,  that 
all  both  rich  and  poor,  always  carry  the  matter  of 
the  Stone  about  with  them,  yea,  that  they  bring  it 
with  them  from  their  Mothers  Womb  :  which 
though  it  may  found  ftrange  to  the  ignorant,  becaufo 
Man  doth  not  appear  in  a  mineral  form,  but  in  Flefti 
and  Blood,  yet  fure  it  is  that  the  mineral  virtue  is 
hid  in  him,  for  if  it  were  not  fo  Albertus  could  never 
have  found  Gold  between  the  Teeth  of  dead  Mens 
Skulls. 

And  for  a  conclufion,  I  Glauber  do  here  proteft, 
that  this  moft  univerfal  Sal-Armoniack  is  able  to 
change  common  Mercury  in  two  or  three  days  time, 
that  it  ftiall  be  no  longer  Quickfilvcr,  nor  whiten  Sol 
Lune  or  Copper,  but  rather  exalt  them  in  their  co¬ 
lours,  and  change  them  into  true  Tindures.  This 
Sql-Armoniack  alfo  has  the  power  to  fix  (though  it 
be  unfixt  it  folf)  all  volatile  Minerals,  uoiz.  common 
Sulphur,  Mercury,  Antimony,  Auripigment,Zink, 
Bifmuth,  Arfenick,  Cobalt,  Galmey ,  and  ocher  iuch 
like  in  twenty  four  hours,  fo  as  afterwards  they  will 
fiiffer  themfelves  to  be  melted,  without  fending  forth 
any  fmoak,  and  may  be  taken  inwardly  for  the  cure 
of  many  Difeafes,  concerning  which  I  intend  fud- 
denly  to  give  a  fuller  and  further  account.  And 
therewith  conclude”  this  fmall  Treatife  of  the  won- 
derfull  Powers  and  Virtues  of  our  fecret  Artificial, 
and  mofl  fecret  natural  Sal-Armoniack.  The  godly 
dnd  upright  will  eafily  apprehend  what  is  here 
written,  but  the  ungodly  never.  In  our  third  Ap¬ 
pendix  we  intend  to  enlarge  on  thefe  and  the  like 
high  Secrets,  and  declare  the  further  profitable  ufe  of 
our  Mercury  of  Tirr,"as  being  the  onely  means, 

:  without  troublefome  or  chargeable  labour  to  obtain 
ho  art  univerfal  Medicine.  . 


The  End  of  the  Second-  Appendix. 
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SEVENTH  PART 


OF  THE 


Spagyrical  Pharmacopoea. 

Wherein  is  Treated  of  the  Further  Ufe  of  our  Wonder- 

working  Alcahefl  or  moft  fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  And  more  particularly, 
of  the  way  to  Extrad  the  Tindurcs  of  Gold,  Iron  and  Copper  5  at  well 
as  of  all  precious  and  common  Stones  5  and  to  introduce  the  faid  Tindures' 
again  into  other  white  Metals  and  Stones,  fo  as  permanently  to  coleur 
and  meliorate  the  fame. 


ri 


Faithfully  Tranjlated  out 'of  the  High-Dutch  Original, 


Courteous  READER, 

'N  the  fore-gotfig  Second  Appendix  to  my  Pharmacopcea  Spagyrica,  I  promts  d  the  puhlijhing 
of  a  Third  Appendix,  wherein  I  intended  to  communicate  to  the  Lovers  of  Art,  the  remain^ 
^  ing  Vertues  of  our  Secret  Sal-Armoniack;  hut  finding  that  my  Candid  publication  of  fo  many 
great  and  uf if  ul  Secrets  are  fo  coldly  and  carelejly  received  by  an  ungratefuU  World,  I  have 
ihou^t  good  to  cover  the  fame  infilence*  However  that  I  may  not  be  ibanting  to  contribute  what  1 
can  in  this  my  Third  Appendix,  for  the  fatisfablion  of  the  ingenious  Seekers  and  Lovers  of  Art,  / 
dejign  to  conclude  my  Spagyrical  Phamacopcea  with  the  Difeovery  of  a  Wonder-working  new-found- 
A  xaht^k,  which  by  its  furoafing  Virtues  does  far  excell  all  thofe  before- mentioned-  Which  new  Dtfeo- 
very  will  without  doubt  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Lirvers  of  thefe  Secrets,  than  to  Treatfurther  con¬ 
cerning  the  already  Communicated  Sal-Armoniack ;  which  whofoever  [had  take  the  pains  to  prepare, 
will  fnd  much  more  than  I  have  fet  down  concerning  it  ^  and  therefore  think  it  not  needfull  to  en¬ 
large  any  further  on  that  Suhjebl,  in  the  mean  time  neglebling  things  of  greater  and  better  concern. 
I  fay  better  things,  becaufe  the  difeovering  of  this  New-found  Alcaheft  will  afford  more  light  by 
far  to  Seekers,  than  the  former  could :  For  which  reafon  J  have  thought  good  to  fet  all  other  things 
afide,  for  to  Treat  of  the  Alcaheft  which  has  not  its  like  in  the  Vniverfe,  as  I  hope  by  God's  affiftance 
in  this  Difeourfe  to  make  out  and  demonflrate. 


Now 


V 


Ii 


Part 


the  Spagyricai  Vharmacoposa. 


;o9 


Now  becaiife  I  here  write  of  an  Alcahefi  or  Won- , 
der  v’crking  Sal-Armoniack,  I  think  it  not  impro-  , 
per  to  expkin  the  w'ord  Alcahefi’,  and  to  make  known 
the  meaning  and  importance  thereof,  which  may  help 
us  to  difcover  the  true  Life  and  Vertiies  of  the  fame. 
Some  tell  us  that  the  word  Alcakej},  is  a  Corruption 
of  the  German  word  Algeifi,  that  is  to  fay,  All-Sprit, 
from  its  very  fpiritiial  nature,  and  becaufe  it  reduces  ; 
gro(s  Bodies  to  Spirit.  Others  by  tranfpofing  of  its  | 
Letters,  make  a  Dutch  word  of  it,  importing^<?//<;r 
fii'ift  rtmning,  flying,  See. 

Now  we  know  that  among  all  Salts  that  are  in  the 
World,  there  is  none  to  be  found,  which  in  DilHlIa. 
tion  or  Sublimation  doth  (boner  volatilize  the  rnoft 
fubtil  part  of  Minerals,  Vegetables,  and  Animals, 
and  carry  them  over  the  helm,  than  a  good  Sal-Ar- 
moniack:  Wherefore  the  Laid  Name  may  well  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  it,  by  reafon  of  its  volatilizing  all  things,  and 
carrying  them  Iwiftly  over  the  helm. 

And  forafmochas  I  have  already  fpoken  cconcern- 
ing  feveral  of  thefe  volatilizing  Salts,  calling  thehrft 
Common  Sal-  Arwmiack,  the  fecond  [ecret  Sal-.Armoni- 
ack,  and  the  third  moH fecret  Sal-Armoniack,  I  hnd  my^ 
felf  deftitnte  of  a  Name  by  which  I  might  call  this 
my  New  found  Sal-Armoniack,  except  1  flionld  give  it 
the  name  of  Eagles  Wings,  which  I  am  the  rather  in: 
clined  to  do,  becaufe  in  f^me  of  my  former  Writings, 

I  have  by  way  of  Allufion  exprelTed  the  ftid  Volatili¬ 
zing  Salts  by  the  Name  oOFings,  comparing  the  firft 
and  weakelt  of  them  to  the  wings  of  a  Do've,  the  (e- 
cond  to  thofe  of  a  Raven,  and  the  ftrongeft  of  all  to 
Eagles  ivings.  And  feeing  the  Sal-Armonidck  of  which 
Lam  notv  to  Treat,  is  far  more  powerful  than  any  of 
them  all,  I  may  well  give  it  that  name,  and  the  ra¬ 
ther,  becaufe  Antient  as  well  as  Modern  Philofbphers 
have  given  the  name  of  Eagles  wings  to  common  Sal- 
Armoniack  ;  feme  of  them,  ’tis  like,  not  knowing  of 
any  better.  Thus  Varaceljus  fets  down  the  way  of 
volatilizing  his  unrip  Mineral  EleBrum  by  means  of 
the  Spread  EagUs  wings ;  and  in  many  other  places  of 
his  Writings,  he  calls  Sal-Armoniack  an  Eagle,  becaufe 
this  Salt,  of  all  Salts,  as  the  Eagle  of  all  Birds,  rakes 
the  higheft  flight,  and  therefore  alfo  is  called  the  King 
of  Salts. 

The  Heathens  attributed  a  Flying  Eagle  to  their 
cheiteft  God  Jupter ;  and  the  Holy  Apoftle  and  Even- 
geliftSt  John,  becaufe  in  his  Gofpel  he  takes  a  higher 
flight  than  any  of  the  other  Evangelifts,  is  reprelent- 
ed  with  an  Eagle  ftanding  by  him,  as  being  his  pro¬ 
per  Embleme.  We  alfo  find  in  the  Writings  of  Phi- 
lofophers,  the  word  Eagle  is  made  ufe  of  by  them  to 
fignifie  any  thing  which  by  Artis  exalted  to  the  higheft 
degree  it  is  capable  of  j  and  therefore  this  Sal-Armo- 
niack  which  in  its  f^ght  excells  all  thofe  before  (poke 
of,  exalting  things  to  the  higheft  top  of  Perfedion, 
may  well  be  ftyled  the  Eagles  Wing.  Vliny  makes 
mention  of  a  great  and  monftrous  Bird  called  a  Grif¬ 
fon,  found  in  the  Eaftern  parts  of  the  World,  and  of 
that  ftrengrh,  as  to  be  able  to  carry  away  an  Armed 
Man  on  Horfeback,Hor(eand  all,  to  hisNeft;  which 
ftrong  Bird  is  a  good  Embleme  of  the  furpaffing  force 
of  this  our  Eagles  wing,  which  like  the  Griffon  is  alfo 
provided  with  ftrong  Talons,  with  which  it  lays  hold 
on  heavy  things,  and  carries  them  away  with  it,  as 
we  fhall  hear  by  and  by.  For  every  good  Sal-Armo¬ 
niack  bath  thele  two  Vertues,  of  being  fliarp  and  pier¬ 
cing  as  well  as  volatile ;  the  fharpnefs  are  its  Talons, 
whereby  it  feizeth  and  lays  hold  of  things ;  and  its 
volatility,  are  the  Wings  with  which  it  carries  them 
away.  Nfow  the  ftronger  thefe  talons,  and  the  larger 


thefe  wings  of  Sal-Armeniack  are,  the  more  will  there¬ 
by  be  effefted  ;  The  Common  Sal-Armoniackis  the 
weakeft  of  all,  onr  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  is  zs^rong 
again,  and  our  molt  Secret  Sal-Armoniack  far  excelis 
them  both ;  but  this  we  treat  of  here,  is  by  much  the 
ftrongeft  and  moft  adive  of  them  all,  and  therefore 
xmy  Weil  be  compared  to  the  King  of  Birds. 

This  (ame  Sal-Armosiiaek  may  alfo  with  great  tea: 
fon  be  called  Lucifer,  as  afording  a  bright-fhining 
Lightto  Chymifts,  whereby  they  may  difcover  great 
Secrets ;  For  as  the  bright  Morning  Star  in  the  Firma¬ 
ment,  docs  go  before  the  Sun,  and  gives  notice  of  hiS 
riling,  and  therefore  is  called  that  is  the  Har¬ 

binger  or  Bringer  of  Light.  And  as  the  (aid  Star  doth 
not  only  Ufher  in  the  Day,  but  aI(o  fhut  the  fame, 
and  bring  on  the  Night,  being  therefore  alfo  called 
Vefferus ;  we  (hall  find  a  fit  refemblance  of  all  this  in 
our  Philofopbiek  Lucifer,  forafmuch  as  the  fame  makes 
known  and  difeovers  to  us,  the  rifing  as  well  as  fec- 
ting  of  our  Spiritual  Sun,  and  is  a  double  Key  which 
fhuts  as  well  as  opens. 

But  to  fhew  more  particularly  that  my  New  found 
Allcaheji  or  Spiritual  Sal-Armoniack,  hath  this  relem- 
blance  with  the  Morning-Star,  Lucifer ;  I  (ay,  that,  as 
the  (aid  Star  ufhersin  the  Suns  rifing ;  fo  likewife  our 
Sophick  Lucifer  goes  before  our  Spiritual  Sun,  and 
ufhers  the  (ame  over  the  Helm.  And  as  the  Firma¬ 
menta!  Sun,  when  it  rifeth  above  the  Horizon,  doth  by 
its  Light,  and  Vita!  heat  quicken,  vigorate  andrefrefli 
every  thing  ;  in  like  manner  our  Philofbphical  Sun, 
or  Spiritual  Gold  when  by  means  of  our  Lucifer,  it 
is  brought  from  under  its  earth  or  dark  Chaos,  quick¬ 
ens  and  rejoices  whatibever  is  contain’d  within  the 
compa(s  of  our  Sophick  Heaven. 

And  as  in  the^ Heavens  the  Suns  rifing  follows  foon 
after  the  appearing  of  the  Morning-Star,  following 
the  fame,  as  it  were,  at  the  heels;  fo  likewife  our  Lu¬ 
cifer,  when  by  the  Artift.«,  She  is  joyned  with  the 
dark  Chaos,  in  which  the  Sophick  Gold  lies  hid,  and 
begins  to  feel  the.  Fire,  (wiftly  comes  over  (for  ftich 
is  the  nature  of  an  JlcaheB)  and  brings  tidings  of 
the  Philofophick  Suns  rifing,  which  indeed  follows  it 
‘at  the  heels.  Again,  As  the  Sun  of  the  Firmament, 
leifurely  follows  the  Morning  Star,  not  leaping  forth 
all  at  once  ;  fo  our  Sophick  Lucifer  brings  over  Gold, 
not  all  at  once,  but  gently  and  by  degrees,  at  firft 
appearing  very  little,  and  afterwards  dilcovering  it 
felf  more  and  more,  till  at  laftit  ihine  forth  in  its  full 
Meridian  Glory. 

Neither  ought  it  to  be  thought  ftrange,  that  I  com¬ 
pare  our  Alcahefi  to  Lucifer,  out  Gold  to  the  Sun, 
and  our  Alembeck  or  Velfel  to  Heaven  ;  feeing  that 
others  havedonethe  (ame  before  me,  and  particular¬ 
ly  Hermes  Tr  fmegiFtus  the  Father  of  all  Pbilofophers, 
has  made  ufe  of  this  Allegorical  way  of  expreiTing 
himlelf  in  the  defeription  of  bis  Univerfal  TinBure,  as 
may  be  feen  in  his  Smaragdine  Table  at  the  latter  end 
of  Mirac.  Mundi. 

Thus  the  Reader  may  fee  how  the  Pbilofophers  of 
old  took  pleafure  to  reprefent  their  high  Secrets  in 
Parabolical  expreffions;  which  may  further  be  traced 
in  Aioneww  his,  Defeription  of  the  UniverlalTmBure, 
in  Raracelfus  his  Book  entitled  Cesium  Vhilofci>bcirurtf, 
which  contains  gi"eat  Secrets  concerning  the  IranL 
mutation  of  Metals,  but  much  in  Symbolical,  and 
Allegorical  expreffions. 

But,  to  return  to  our  Alcahefi,  whofe  name  imports 
a  ftrong  Spirit  which  lays  hold  of  Heavy  and  fix  things 
carrying  them  upwards  with  it  (elf,  that  is  Volatili¬ 
zing  them.  The  Eagle,  as  a  King  of  Bftus',  feizeth 
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Hens,  Gees,  Hares,  c^c.  with  his  Talons,  and  car¬ 
ries  them  lip  to  his  Nell: but  as  tor  what  Pliny  writes 
ot  the  Griffon,  teems  rather  an  Allegory  than  a  true 
Hiftory,  becaufe  Pliny  among  other  things  relates  of 
this  Bird,  that  with  her  trrong  Talons  the  digs  up 
Gold  from  out  of  the  high  Mountains  and  Rocks,  and 
makes  her  Neft  with  it:  Now  how  improper  this  is 
fora  Bird  to  make  her  Nell:  with  Gold,  and  not  rather 
with  Feathers  and  other  fbfc  materials,  is  apparent 
enough atfuTt  fight.  Wherefore  we  may  fafcly  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  Ancients  by  this  great  and  flrong  Bird, 
have  denoted  to  us  a  violent  and  high  volatil  Alcahefi, 
fuch  as  ours  is,  which  lays  hold  not  only  of  the  Spiri¬ 
tual,  but  allb  of  the  Corporal  Gold  which  is  in  Me¬ 
tals,  Stones  and  Rocks,  and  plucks  up  the  fame  with 
its  fharp  Talons,  and  with  its  ftrong  Wings  carries  up 
the  fame  to  the  tops  of  Mountains,  there  to  make  her 
Neft, Thus  we  fee  how  this  Story  may  be  verified ;  For 
indeed  the  Talons  of  our  AlcahePi  are  much  ftiarper, 
and  her  Wings  much  ftronger,  than  thofe  of  the  Eagle 
or  Griffon ;  for  when  we  pour  the  fame  upon  any  co¬ 
lour’d  Metals  or  Stones  in  a  Glafs  placed  in  a  heat  of 
Sand,  it  prefently  lays  hold  of  them,  and  digs  up  not 
only  the  fix  Gold  that  is  in  them,  but  alfo  all  their  fix 
and  volatile  Tinfture,  and  carries  it  to  the  top  of  an 
high  Mountain, that  is  the  head  of  the  Alemkck.  Nor 
doth  it  only  exert  its  power  upon  imperfed  Metals, 

'  or  upon  Sand  and  Flints,  which  are  of  a  Diffimilar 

■  ,  and  Heterogeneous  nature,  and  therefore  more  ealily 

feparable,  but  fhew^s  forth,  alfo  its  furpafling  ftrength, 
upon  fix  Gold  and  hard  precious  Stones,  which  are 
Homogeneous  and  of  very  difficult  Separation,  pene* 
trating  their  compad  and  fhtit-up  Bodies,  drawing 
from  them  their  fixed  Tindures  or  Souls,  and  carry¬ 
ing  them  up  to  the  tops  of  Olympus.  Neither  doth  it 
only  extrad  Tindures  from  dillolved  Metals  and  pow« 
dred  Stones,  but  alfo  from  thofe  that  are  whole  and 
entire,  robbing  them  of  their  Tindures  without  de- 
ftroying  the  frame  and  figure  of  their  Bodies,  which 
indeed  is  wonderful.  And  as  it  thus  extrads  thefe 
Tindures,  fo  it  can  wonderfully  introduce  the  fame 
again  into  other  hard  and  compad  Bodies  :  All  which 
it  performs  by  reafbn  of  its  furpafling  fubtile  and 
piercing  nature ;  as  being  neither  Earth,  Water,  nor 
Air,  but  a  meer  Fire,  penetrating  all  things,  and  which 
nothing  can  withftandor  refift. 

Take  this  inftance  of  it  •  Fill  a  Glaft-body  with 
Earth,  Water,  or  Air,  and  you’ll  find  that  none  of 
them  will  be  able  to  penetrate  the  Glafs,  blit  put  Fire 
into  it,  and  it  w'ill  pierce  the  fame  without  the  leaft 
.«ct^j^^^^^refiftance.  Wherefore  the  Philofbphers  (peaking  of 
our  Secret  Fire,  fay  :  Our  Fire  is  ftronger  than  the  Com' 
won,  becaufe.  it  turns  Gold  that  is  moft  fix  into  a  meer 
Spirit^  which  common  Eire  can  no  way  perform.  All  men 
know  that  Gold  cannot  be  deftroyed  by  any  common 
Fire,  whereas  our  fecret  Fire  carries  over  Gold  in 
form  of  a  Spirit,  as  if  it  were  a  volatile  Mercury  : 
Judge  then  whether  this  be  not  a  wonderful  Fire, 
which  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  makes  fix  Gold  fpiri- 
tual  and  potable. 

We  read  in  the  Scriptures,  that  the  Ifraelites  forced 
Aaron,  in  Afo/ej’s  abfence,  to  make  them  a  Golden 
Calf  for  to  Worfhip  ;  and  that  when  Mofes  was  come 
down  from  the  Mount,  and  faw  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
‘  dancing  about  the  Golden  Calf,  his  anger  was  kindled 
againfi  them,  and  burning  the  Calf  with  fire,  he  ground 
it  to  powder  and  ftrewed  it  upon  the  water,  end  made  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  to  drink  of  it,  EKod.  52.  19,20. 
Now  whether  it  was  by  Art,  or  by  the  immediate 
power  of  God  that  Mofes  fo  burnt  the  Golden  Calf, 


that  i\iQ  Ifraelites  could  drink  it  down,  we  will  not 
now  difpute  ;  thus  much  we  know,  that  it  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  done  with  common  Wood  or  Coal  fire.  Be¬ 
lides,  we  know  that  Mofes  was  not  defe(ftive  in  anv 
thing  of  Art  or  Knowledge,  as  having  been  educa¬ 
ted  and  inftrudled  in  the  Royal  School  of  Pharaoh,  in 
which  true  Philofophy,  Aftronomy,  Magick,  Aichi- 
my,  and  Phyfick  at  that  time  greatly  fiourifhed.  We 
read  ot  the  Holy  Apoftle  and  Evangeiift  St:  John,  a 
thing  no  lefs  liirprizng  and  w'onderful,  %'iz..  that  he 
turn’d  Rods  to  Gold,  and  common  Stones  into  Gems, 
which  he  diftributed  to  the  Poor  ;  as  is  expreft  in  the 
Latin  Hymn  the  Reman  Church  fings  in  honour  of 
that  Evangeiift,  on  the  Feftival-day  appropriate  to 
him,  1  am  not  ignorant  that  fbmeare  of  opinion  that 
St,  John  could  never  do  this  by  art,  becaufe  be  did 
not  make  ufe  of  the  proper  matter  for  Tranfmutation, 
but  by  the  immediate  power  of  God,  which  I  will  not 
now  determine ;  only  this  1  can  fay,  and  if  need  were, 
make  an  Ocular  demonftration  of  it,  that  out  of 
Wood,  and  other  Vegetable  and  Animal  fubjeds,  none 
excepted,  good  Gold,  abiding  all  proofs  may  be  made, 
though  with  more  eafe  out  of  one  Subjed  than  ano¬ 
ther.  For  indeed  the  Principles  of  Metals  are  as  well 
to  be  found  in  Vegetables  and  Animals  asin  Minerals, 
though  fomewhat  more  remote  and  invifible,  than  in 
thefe.  That  Wood  contains  a  Sulphur  like  to  that 
which  is  found  in  Metals,  none  can  deny,  and  I  have 
demonftrated  in  many  places  of  my  Books ;  neither  is 
it  deftitute  of  Mercury  and  Salt.  Wherefore  1  here 
openly  profefs,  by  an  impiilfe  from  God  and  Truth, 
that  it  is  no  hard  thing  for  me,  out  of  all  Vegetable 
and  Mineral  Subjeds  to  make  good  Gold,  by  means 
of  our  fiery  maturating  Spirit,  to  which  in  this  Trea- 
tife  I  have  given  the  names  of  Alcahefi,  Eagles  wings. 
Griffons  talons,  and  Lucifer. 

The  Ancient  Philofopher  Artephius,  has  not  fpecified , 
the  time,  in  which  his  Secret  fire  can  maturate  the 
true  fubjed  of  the  Stone,  and  bring  it  to  perfedion.  < 
Fontanus  faith  it  may  be  done  in  a  ffiort  time,  and! 
with  fmall  charges.  ’Tis  probable  that  Mofes  fcarce  j 
(pent  one  day  in  burning  the  Golden  Calf  with  the  So-I 
phick  fire ;  neither  is  it  likely  that  St.  John  made  any 
long  work,  of  changing  Wood  into  Gold,  and  com¬ 
mon  into  precious  Stones.  If  Miriam,  Aarons  Sifter, 
could  in  three  days  time  compleat  the  Philofbphers 
Stone  from  beginning  to  end,  (  according  to  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  Philofbphers  )  why  may  not  there  fuch  en- 
ligbtned  Perfons  be  found  at  this  day  among  good 
Chriftians  that  can  do  the  fame  ?  The  fame  Gei  who 
gave  this  knowledge  to  Mofes  and  Miriam,  as  alfo  to 
the  Evangeiift  St.  John,  he  lives  ftill,  and  ceafeth  not 
by  his  Holy  Spirit,  to  enlighten  his  Eled,  without 
any  Verbal  Difputes,  reading  of  Books,  Labour,  Wea- 
rinefs,  or  Charges,  in  all  Divine  and  Eternal,  as  well 
as  Temporal  and  Natural  things,  and  to  lead  and 
condud  them  to  their  defired  end.  Wherefore  all ' 
ought  in  the  firft  place  to  beg  of  God  his  Light,  lln- 
derftanding,and  Wifdom,  Salomon  diid,  and  not  to. 
feek  after  vain  and  perifhable  Riches,  by  which  means  ^ 
they  would  obtain  much  more  than  they  ever  can  by 
their  own  willing  and  running.  1  John  Glauber  affirm . 
it  boldly,  that  with  our  fecret  Fire,  I  can  in  the  fpace 
of  three  hours,  make  pure  natural  fix  Gold  to  be  as 
volatile  as  any  Spirit  of  Wine  can  be ;  and  again  in 
twenty  four  hours-time,  turn  the  faid  fpiritualized  and 
exalted  Gold,  into  a  fix  tranfparenr,  fpiritual,  fweer, 
tinging  Carbuncle  :  and  this  in  the  way  of  Nature,  to 
the  wonder  and  aftonifhment  of  the  ignorant  Cove¬ 
tous  Children  of  this  world,  that  walk  in  darknels; 

and 


and  yet  (  as  Chrifi  faith  )  are  wifsr  in  their  Genera= 
tion  than  the  Children  of  Light. 

Let  this  fnfficc  what  we  have  here  fpoken  concern¬ 
ing  the  power  and  great  vertneof  oin  Alcahefi,  in 
preparing  of  Medicines  and  Llniverfal  Tindures,  z/iz. 
that  whatever  Metals*  common  or  precious  Stones, 
are  put  into  it,  it  immediately  does  volatilize  the  fame, 
and- brings  them  over  the  helm,  carrying  them  up¬ 
wards,  to  what  height  we  pleafe ;  for  fure  it  is  that 
the  higher  Metals  mount  in  diftillation  or  fliblimation 
the  purer  they  are.  When  now  fuch  pure  and  arthe. 
rial  Spirits,  are  again  fixed,  then  they  are  no  more 
grofs  Metallick  Bodies  as  before,  but  Spiritual  Bodies, 
and  Bodily  Spirits ;  to  the  Eye  Clarified  Bodies,  but 
indeed  and  in  truth  Concentred  Spirits,  which  pene¬ 
trate  all  hard  things  whatfbever,  pafs  through  lock’d 
Gates, and  take  away  what  pleafeth  them  ;  and  as  they 
can  without  opening  the  door  take  out  any  thing,  fo 
can  they  in  like  manner  bring  in  the  fame  again.  As 
for  inftance,  I  draw  the  Colour  from  Gold,  and  in¬ 
troduce  the  faid  Tinfture  into  Silver,  being  a  fix  pure 
and  white  Body,  in  which  this  Metalline  Spirit  takes 
up  its  abode  ;  and  the  pure  body  of  Silver  greedily 
attrafts  the  Tindure,  becaufe  fhe  ftands  in  need  of  it ; 
neither  indeed  can  the  porous  body  of  Silver,  refift 
or  keep  out  this  piercing  Spirit,  but  pafleth  through 
warming  and  tinduring  her  throughout,  and  filling 
her  pores  witli  Solar  Tindure,  communicates  to  her 
not  only  the  colour  and  weight,  but  alfo  the  nature 
and  property  of  Gold. 

Take  another  Example  :  Extrad  with  our  Alcahefi 
by  Diftillation  the  fix  Tindure  out  of  Granates  (  not 
pulverized,  but  whole  as  they  come  to  hand,and  that 
for  reafbns  hereafter  mentioned)  which  extradion  may 
be  performed  in  half  an  hours-time,  becaufe  our  Lu-^ 
c'tfcr  can  pafs  through  fhut  gates.  When  now  thou 
haft  caught  this  Tindure  in  our  Hellifh  Spirit,  then 
thou  haft  it  9t  command,  and  it  muft  obey  thee.  If 
then  our  fiery  Magnet  be  able  to  extrad  the  Tindure 
from  hard  Stones,  without  breaking,  or  deftroying 
their  bodies,  it  can  as  eafily  introduce  the  fame  again 
into  any  hard,  white  ftony  body,  and  colour  the  fame, 
light  or  deep,  as  pleafeth  thee  belt.  For  inftance  thou 
draweft  the  colour  from  Granates,  which  indeed  do 
fuperabound  with  tindure,  which  renders  them  opa- 
cous,  and  therefore  left  efteemed  ;  for  we  find  that  a 
Ruby  being  of  a  lighter  colour)  that  is  left  abounding 
with  Tindure  than  a  Granate,  is  much  more  valued, 
whole  Bodies  nevertheleft  do  in  all  things  exadly  re-  i 
femble  one  another,  differing  only  by  realon  of  more  \ 
or  left  Tindnre.  Indeed  where  the  bodies  differ  in 
hardneftand  clearneft,  there  the  cafe  is  alter’d  j  but 
vyhen  the  body  is  fixe,  and  can  endure  the  fire,  onely 
'tis  darkened  by  too  much  Tindure,  this  may  eafily 
be  mended  by  art,  onely  by  extrading  or  taking  a- 
way  fbme  part  of  its  Tindure,  which  will  render  it 
of  a  brighter  colour.  Which  extradion  of  Tindures, 
and  the  introducing  of  them  again  into  pale  or  white 
bodies,  may  be  pradis’d  upon  all  precious  Stones, 
andto  very  great  profit.  For  example,  I  draw,  by 
means  of  our  fecret  fire,  the  Tindure  out  of  Gold  or 
Granates,  and  Introduce  the  fame  into  another  white 
Stone,  which  muft  be  fix,  that  is,  fuch  an  one,  which 
when  made  red  liot,  doth  not  become  fofc  or  fall  to 
fhivers,  but  retains  its  former  hardneft,  as  all  thofe' 
do  which  are  called  precious,  becaufe  the  fire  can 


neither  confume  nor  feparate  their  parrs,  fuch  as  are 
Diamonds,  Rubies,  Granates,  Saphires,  Hyacinths, 
Emralds,  Topafes,  Chryfolites,  Amethifts,  &c.  All 
which  are  coagulated  of  one  and  the  fame  water,  and 
tindured  with  the  fame  colour ;  for  though  their  co¬ 
lours  differ,  that  proceeds  only  from  the  greater  or 
leffer  quantity  or  purity  of  their  Tindures,  their  co¬ 
lours,  as  vvell  as  their  bodies  proceeding  from  one 
principle.  And  the  fame  muft  be  underftood  of  all 
Metals  ;  for  Gold  has  no  better  original  than  Iron  or 
Copper,  fave  only  that  by  long  diftillation  in  the 
Earth,  it  is  better  purified  and  ripened.  Obferve  only 
that  in  this  operation  you  do  not  take  CriftaIs,Beryls, 
or  any  other- Stones  which  grow  foft  and  crumble 
to  pieces  when  they  are  made  red  hot. 

Some  Jewellers  know  with  the  help  of  Fire,  to 
mend  fome  precious  Stones  whofe  colours  are  not 
bright  and  clear  enough :  thus  they  burn  away  the 
colour  that  is  in  Saphires  and  Artiethifts,makingthem 
white  like  Diamonds,  their  colours  being  .volatile,  and 
therefore  may  be  taken  away  by  Fire,  but  they  can 
not  introduce  other  colours  inftead  of  thofe  they  have 
rob’d  them  of.  Neither  are  they  able  to  burn  yellow 
Diamonds  to  a  whiteneft,  notwithftanding  that  Art 
has-been  much  fought  after  ;  But  our  Alcahefi  can 
eafily  perform  this  Mafter-piece,  for  as  much  as  it, 
like  a  ftibtil  piercing  fire,  can  pafs  and  repaft  through 
fhut  doors  without  impediment,  whereas  all  groft 
corporal  things  are  fain  to  ftand  without.  For  which 
reafbn  I  have  given  our  fecret  Fiery  Spirit,  the  name 
of  Lucifer f  of  which  Artephius  fpeaks  thus  :  Ou^  Fire 
is  moifi  and  dry,  it  pierces  allthings,djfiol^es,'volatilifetb, 
and  alfo  fixeth  them  ;  it  is  natural,  unnatural,  and  fiuper- 
natural:  For  though  Nature  make  Gold  and  Precious 
Stones  in  the  Earth,  yet  doth  it  not  afford  us  fuch  a 
fupernatural  Fiery  Spirit  or  Stone  with  which  we  at 
our  pleafure  can  make  Gold  and  Precious  ftones  of 
Earth.  Therefore  it  is  Art  that  brings  things  higher 
and  further  than  Nature  can,  and  yertheArtift  can= 
not  go  beyond  Nature,  except  he  have  firft  learnt  to 
know  Nature  and  taken  his  Principles  from  her.  Now 
W'e  know  that  Spirits,  whether  they  be  hot  or  cold 
light  or  dark,  good  or  evil,  are  of  more  power  and 
efficacy  than  grofs  Bodies ,  for  which  reafon  God, who 
is  Light  and  Life,  and  his  Adveriary  Satan,  who  is 
Death  and  Darkneft,  have  fo  great  power  Though 
indeed  the  Darkneft  hath  no  more  power  than  the 
Light  allows  or  permits  it  to  have  :  For  the  Light  rules 
over  the  Darkneft,  fo  as  the  Darkneft  cai^o  nothing 
againft  the  Light,  of  which  matter  I  intend,  God  wib 
ling,  to  Treat  further  in  ray  fecond  and  third  Purga¬ 
tory. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  here  (hewed,  how  by 
Art  fuch  powerful  Spirits  may  be  prepared,  as  can 
effed  things  fupernatural ;  for  which  reafon,  amongft 
others,  I  have  given  our  Alcahefi  the  name  of  Lucifer: 
for  Lucifer  was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  an  Angel 
of  Light,  whereas  now  heiscaltinto  utter  Darkneft; 
fo  likeWife  our  Incomparable  Wonder-working  Alca¬ 
hefi  in  its  firft  preparation,  is  a  bright  Fiery  Spirit  of 
Light,  but  after  its  coagulation,  it  becomes  a  fpiritof 
Cold  and  Darkneft,  binding  all  volatile  Spirits,whereas 
before  it  made  all  fix  things  volatile  and  fpiritual. 
Which  that  I  may  more  fully  evidence  to  the  Ignorant 
and  Incredulous,  I  fhall  give  an  Inftance  thereof  firft 
in  Gold,  and  then  in  Precious  Stones. 
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To  draw  the  fix  Tindure  from  Gold,  and  to  make  it  Spiritual  and  Potahle,  ft  for  the  Phyficians 
ufe,  and  that  eafdy,  in  a  fort  time,  without  any  confiderahle  Charges ;  and  how  the  fame  ex¬ 
alted  Spiritual  Gold  may  he  changed  into  a  clarified,  tranf parent,  tinging,  fix  Carbuncle . 


of  the  filings  of  Gold,  or  beaten  Gold 
an  ounce  and  half,  or  an  ounce  and  quarter, 
put  it  into  a  little,  but  ffrong  Glafs  body, 
pour  upon  it  two  or  three  ounces  of  our 
beft  Alcahejl,  fit  a  head  to  it,  clofing  it  well  with  a 
.paper  dipt  in  Oyl,  apply  a  great  Recipient,  and  lute 
it  very  carefully,  for  when  the  Spirit  comes  over,  it 
pafleth  with  great  violence,  and  fearehes  everywhere 
for  vent,  being  the  molt  fiibtil  of  Spirits,  and  very 
fiery  withall :  Wherefore  take  great  care  that  your 
Lute  be  good,  or  elfe  you  will  never  be  able  to  re¬ 
tain  this  Corrofive  fiery  fpirit.  The  VefTel  muft  ftand 
in  Sand,  and  a  very  gentle  Fire  adminiftred  at  firft, 
that  our  fecret  fpirit  may  by  degrees  grow  warm  in 
the  Glafs,  and  not  be  too  fuddenly  heated,  for  in  that 
cafe  it  would  be  apt  to  fly' away  without  its  prey  ; 
But  if  you  proceed,  as  is  diredted,  then  our  moift 
fire  will  lay  hold  of  the  Gold,  and  carry  it  over  in 
form  of  a  Spirit,  but  leifurely  and  by  degrees,  at 
firfi:  only  of  a  yellow  colour,  which  afterwards  comes 
higher  and  higher.  Towards  the  latter  end  the  fire' 
muff  be  encreafed,  till  the  bottom  of  the  Glafs  be  red 
hot,  at  which  time  the  heavy  fpirits  will  come  over, 
bringing  the  heavy  Corporal  Gold  over  with  them^  a 
red  fix  fait  flaying  behind,  which-  is  of  great  ufe  in 
Phyfick  and  Alchimy,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter.  The 
yellow  fpirit,  as  well  as  the  red  fait,  may,  without 
any  further  preparation  be  ufed  outwardly  and  in- 
''  wardly  ( the  llrength  of  them  being  qualified  with 
Water,  or  other  Liquors)  and  by  reafon  of  their 
ailringent  property,  corroborate  the  Stomach  of  fuch 
as  are  old  and  cold,  procure  Appetite,  confume 
tough  Phlegm  and  flimy  Matter  in  the  flomach,  help 
Concoftion  and  flrengthen  the  Heart,  Brain,  and  all 
outward  and  inward  parts  of  the  Body  ;  open  all 
ObflrucTions,  by  reafon  of  the  fiery  fubtil  faline  fpi¬ 
rit  joyn’d  with  them,  penetrating  and  cleanfing  the 
whole  Body,  and  perform  all  that  can-  be  expedted 
from  a  trup  Potable  Gold. 

But  in  order  to  our  Metallick  Tranfmu ration,  this 
Solar  fpirit  muft  be  reduced  to  a  fix,  fweet,  tranfpa- 
rent,  and  all- penetrating  Stone  ;  the  way  and  man¬ 
ner  of  doing  which,  we  fhall  declare  hereafter.  Now 
in  cafe  we  would  have  this  our  Golden  fpirit,  to  pro¬ 
duce  more  wonderful  etfefts  in  Phyfick,  as  well  as  in 
the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  then  proceed  thuS'i 
Take  of  Gold  one  parr,  of  the  Martial  Regulus  of 
Antimony  two  parts,  melt  them  together,  pour  them 
forth,  and  the  Gold  will  be  white  and  brittle;  pulve¬ 
rize  the  Mafs,  and  put  it  into  a  fmall  Glafs  body,  and 
pour  upon  it  three  times  as  much  of  our  fiery  Jlca. 
befi,  and  by  degrees  abftradl  the  fame,  and  you’ll 
have  a  higher  and  better  Tindfure  than  from  the  Gold 
alone.  For  Antimony  is  the  Aries  of  the  Chymifts, 
wherein  Sol  hath  its  exaltation.  This  red  Oyl  of  Gold 
and  Antimony,  may  eafily  be  changed  into  an  Uni- 
verfal  Medicine  or  Tindture,  by  means  of  our  Ca- 
tholick  Coagulator. 

A.nd  as  we  have  here  taught,  how  Gold,  either 


alone,  or  with  Antimony,  may  be  brought  over,  the 
farne  may  be  faid  of  the  Tindlures  of  Iron  and  Cop¬ 
per,  which  have  furpafling  Vertuesin  Phyfick  as  well 
as  Alchimy. 

We  proceed  now  to  fiiew  how  with  our  Alcahejf, 
the  Tindtures  of  Common  and  Precious  Stones  may  be 
extradted  to  great  advantage.  It  may  be  of  good  profit 
alfo  from  hard  fix  Stones,  fueh  as  Granates,  which 
have  too  much  Tindture,  toextradf  part  of  the  fame, 
by  which  means  of  Granates,  Rubies  may  be  made’ 
one  ounce  of  which  is  more  worth  than  loo/.  of 
dark  Granates ;  which  extradted  Tindture  of  Granates 
may  afterwards  be  made  ufe  of  to  exalt  the  colour  of 
Pale  Hyacinths,  and  other  white  Precious  ftones. 

In  a  word,  this  art  of  extradting  the  colour  from 
Granats,  and  introducing  the  fame  intoother  ftones 
is  an  excellent,  profitable  (  I  had  almoft  laid  Royal) 
art,  which  notwithftanding  is  fo  little  pradtis’d,  by 
reafon  of  the  General  negligence  and  flothfulnefs  of 
men,  undervaluing  this  excellent  art  of  Fire,  tho’ 
more  may  be  gain’d  by  it  than  by  Merchandize  or 
any  handicraft  whatfoever.  Let  him  who  is  a  lover 
of  art,  fet  upon  the  work,  and  try  what  God  will 
fend  him.  It  is  fmpoffible  to  fet  down  all  particular 
circumftances  of  the  tVork  fo  exadlly,  but  that  the 
unexperienced  may  after  all  raiftake.  It  fufficeth  me 
that  I  have  faithfully  pointed  out  the  right  way  to¬ 
wards  the  Land  of  Promife,  leaving  the  reft  to  the 
defirous  and  adtive Traveller. 

.  Thus-  I  have  in  fhort  words  acquainted  the 
Reader,  with  the  way  of  extradling  Tindtures  out 
of  Metals  mid  Stones,  by  means  of  my  New-found 
Infernal  Fire,  and  that  to  very  great  and  good 
purpofes,  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchimy  ;  and  wall 
now  in  favour  of  Chymical  Phyfirians  communicate 
an  eafy  way  of  bringing  the  pared  Souls  and  Tindtures 
of  imperfedt  Metals,  over  the  helm,  with  our  fiery 
faline  Spirit,  for  the  effedting  of  wonders  in  both  fa¬ 
culties.  But  before  I  proceed  to  the  Pradtife  of  thofe 
fecrets,  I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  amifs  if  I  endeavour 
to  place  our  Sal-Armoniack  in  a  greater  Light;  for 
feeing  by  it,  all  muft  be  performed,  which  is  here 
fpoken  of,  it  will  be  needful  to  know  what  properly 
this  word  imports. 

Of  the  Nature  and  Troferty  of  our  Nev>-found  Gsiffows- 
Claws ,  and  Eagles-Wings^<JwJ  -what  incredible  things 
may  thereby  be  performed  in  Phyfick,  Alchimy,  and 
other  Arts. 

A  Good  Sal-Armoniack  muft  have  thefe  following 
properties ,  wz,.  to  diflblve,  extradt,  and  to 
carry  that  which  it  hath  extradted  in  di.ftillation 
or  fiiblimation  over  with  it;  and  the  better  it 
performs  thefe,  the  better  is  it  to  be  efteemed. 
Now  whereas  common  Sal- Artnoniack  ,  does  on¬ 
ly  lay  hold  of,  and  carry  over  with  it,  the  moft  vo¬ 
latile  Sulphur  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals  ; 
our  fecret  SadArm^niack  does  not  only  leize  the 
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only  feize  the  light  Sulphur, but  aUbthe  ponderousihfer 
cury^  and  therefore  is  far  more  to  be  efteemed  than 
the  common.  But  my  molt  fecret  natural  Sat-Armo- 
niack,  extraifls  and  carries  over  from  all  Metals 
and  Stones  their  pure  parrs  to  admiration :  and  yet 
our  Griffons  Talons  and  Eagles  ivings  are  much  more 
powerful,  as  not  only  leizing  their  prey  with  greater 
Itrength,  but  allb  carrying  it  away  with  them  more 
ifwiftly,  and  even  fiich  pondrous  things,  which  the 
forefaid  cannot  elevate,  or  takeaway  with  them. 

Moreover  this  New-found  SahArmoniack  carries 
over  the  laid  Tindures  not  coagulated  in  the  form  of 
Sal-Armcniack,  blit  all  Spirit,  as  being  it  felf  no  coa¬ 
gulate,  hwt'&  UpmtWzA  Sal Armoniack,  and  meer  fiery 
Spirit,  wherefore  allb  it  is  able  to  perform  fuch  great 
things.  We  will  now  proceed' to  the  Pradlick  part,  and  ] 
lee  whether  there  be  fuch  a  W'onderful  Sal-  Armoniack 
in  Nature  which  can  perform  all  thefe  ftupendous 
effedls. 


A  PROCESS, 

To  prepare  the  highefi  Medtcine,  or  Univerfal  TihBure 
for  Humane  and  Metallick  Bodies,  by  means  of  our 
fiery  Alcaheft.  • 

REcipe,  one  or  two  pound  more  or  lefs  of  clean 
Filings  of  Steel,  fuch  as  may  be  had  of  the  Nee-- 
dlemakers,  put  them  into  a  glafs  body,  fo  as 
they  may  but  take  up  a  twelfth  part  ofiti  then  pour 
upon  them  a  well  redified  Spirit  of  Wine,  'vit.  to 
every  pound  of  Filings  four  or  fix  pound  of  Spirit  of 
"Wine.  Care  muft  be  taken  that  the  glals  body  be 
capacious  enough,  elfe,  when  the  Spirit  of  Wine  be¬ 
gins  to  work  on  the  Steel  Filings,  it  will  run  over.  The 
Body  then  being  placed  in  Sand,  and  the  Recipient 
ready  at  hand,  add  for ‘each  pound  of  Spirit  of  Wine 
in  the  Glafs,  one  ounce  of  our  AlcaheH,  which  will 
acuate  the  fpirit  of  Wine  lb,  as  to  diflblvethe  Steel, 
in  which  folution,  the  Sulphur  of  the  Philolbphers,  or 
pureft  Tindure  of  Mars  is  let  loole,  and  immediately 
received  by  the  fpirit  of  Wine,  and  With  it  carried  up 
to  the  Philolbphick  Heaven.  But  becaiife  this  Soul,  of 
Mars  has  not  yet  obtained  to  that  height  of  purity 
which  the  Philolbpher  defires,  therefore  it  muft  enter 
his  Purgatory,  there  to  put  off  all  Impurities  it  has 
brought  over  with  it :  that  is,  the  fpirit  of  Wine  muft 
under  a  large  refrigeratory  head  be  burnt  away,  in 
which  flame  the  Anima,  Mars,  or  Ibul  of  Iron,  becomes 
purified  to  the  higheft  degree,  the  flame  carrying  the 
Tinging  Medicine  over  in  form  of  a  pellucid  clear 
Water,  which  is  the  true  Water  of  life  of  the  Philo- 
fophers,  healing  all  Curable  Difeales,  if  daily  taken 
in  a  Imall  quantity.  For  this  Medicine  renews  the 
Body  of  Man,  and  makes  old  Age  young  and  bloom¬ 
ing  again  ;  neither  do  I  believe  that  a  better  Medicine 
can  be  found  in  the  World  than  this  is  ;  and  that  be- 
caule  the  fix  Mars  with  the  help  of  our  Alcaheft,  is 
brought  to  the  higheft  degree  of  fubtiJty,  and  isafter= 
wards  by  the  pureft  of  Fires,  yet  further  purged  and 
exalted.  Wherefore  allb  like  Lightning  it  pierceth  all 
parts  of  the  Body,  opens  all  Obftru(ftions,  which  are 
the  caufe  of  Death:  And  befidesall  this,  tinges  Lune, 
and  coagulates  Common  Mercury  into  fix,So/,asI  have 
often  tried  and  experimented  my  felf;  for  1  Ihould 
be  very  loath  now  I  am  on  my  Death-Bed,  and  as  it 
were  dying,  to  expofe  any  thing  to  the  World,  be- 
fides  what  Experience  has  verified  to  me. 

KB,  When  firft  I  made  this  ExperimenCj  and  was 


dbubtfull  as  yet  w'hether  it  would  fucceed  or  no,  I 
prepared  Ibme  pounds  of  Martial  Spirit  of  Wine;  and 
though  I  knew  that  from  fuch  a  fpirit  of  W'ine  impreg. 
nated  With  Mars,  little  good  could  be  expeded, 
before  the  fpirit  of  Wine  were  leparated  from  the 
Tinifture ;  and  that  this  leparation  could  not  be  made 
by  any  diftillation  or  redification,  for  that  the  fpirit 
ot  Wine  always  carried  the  Tindufe  over  with  it,  as 
Experience  the  Miftrefs  of  Fools  taught  me:  There¬ 
fore  I  caft  in  my  mind  to  burn  away  the  fpirit  of  Wine, 
which  when  I  had  done,  I  found  all  my  fpirit  of  Wine 
burnt  away,  and  nothing  remaining  id  the  Porringer, 
only  I  perceived,  that  as  far  as  the  fpirit  of  Wine  had 
reached,  it  was  tinged  of  a  golden  colour,  higher 
than  that  of  Ducat  Gold.  With  which  Experiment 
not  being  fully  fatisfied  ( though  I  law  that  this  way 
it  waspolfible  to  make  a  trueTindure  for  Metals)  I 
went  further  in  my  fearch,  that  I  might  at  laft  be 
Mailer  of  fb  great  and  profitable  a  Work.  I  dilpofed 
therefore  a  great  glal^head  lb,  ,  as  that  conveniently 
I  could  under  the  fame  burn  away  a  little  difh  or  cup- 
full  of  fpirit  of  Wine,  but  the  Glafs  head  foon  broke 
with  the  flafne  of  the  (pint  of  Wine,  which  Itil]  put 
me  upon  a  further  trial,  I  took  a  large,  broad  and 
deep  Pewter  difh,  placed  it  with  the  brim  on  three 
ftones  of  an  equal  I  height,  fo  that  I  could  convenient¬ 
ly  let  under  it  a  little  cup  with  fpirit  of  Vllne ;  1  filled 
my  Pewter  difh  with  Water,  and  then  kindled  my  4 
fpirit  of  Wine,  to  fee  whether  any  thing  incumbufti- 
ble  would  come  over  w'lth  the  flame,  and  by  that 
time  I  had  burnt  away  about  two  or  three  ounces  of 
Martial  fpirit  of  Wine,'  I  found  that  the  bottom  of 
my  difli  began  to  drop  down  a  clear  liquor,  the  Tin= 
dure  of  Mars  and  the  incumbuftible  Mercury  and  Salt 
together  with'  the  Phlegm  remaining  in  the  fpirit  of 
Wine,  being  all  condenfed  in  the  form  of  Common 
Water.  After  I  had  removed  the  Difh,  and. poured 
out  the  Water,  i  found  the  bottom  of  the  Difh,  the 
Cup  in  which  the  fpirit  of  Wine  was,  and  the  Silver 
fpoon  _  I  had  fet  under  the  Difh,  to  catch  the  Water 
dropping  down  from  it,  were  all  thick  gilt. 

Having  perceiv’d  all  this,  it  was  eafie^^for  me  to  in¬ 
fer,  thaffor  as  much  as  Silver  and  Tin  had  been  gild¬ 
ed  thereby,  that  I  was  in  the  ready  way  of  obtain» 
ing  a  true  Univerfal  Tindure  for  Men  and  Metals* 
wherefore  I  ceafed  not  to  contrive  night  and  day,^ 
fbme  convenient  Inftrument,  for  catching  of  the  Tin¬ 
dure,  afcending  in  the  flame  of  the  fpirit  of  Wine. 
And  fo  at  laft  after  long  fearch,  I  had  my  defire,  be¬ 
ing  now  confirm’d  by  Experience,  that  many  pounds 
of  fpirit  of  Wine  impregnate  with  Tindure,  may  in 
one  days  time  be  ealily  burnt  away,  under  a  Copper- 
tin’d  Head,  by  which  means  the  Souls,  or  incombiifti» 
ble  Tindures  of  Metals  and  Stones  are  obtained ; 
which  Head,  or  Refrigeratory  Inftrwment,  I  intend 
C  God  willing  )  to  communicate  in  the  Sixth  part  of 
my  Furnaces. 

I  can  afllire  the  Lovers  of  Art,  that  no  eafier  or 
lefs  chargable  way  can  be  found  than  this  is,  for  to 
attain  an  Univerfal  Medicine  or  Tindure,  for  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  Procels,  an  Univerfal  Medicament  may 
be  had  in  three  days  time,  and  with  very  inconfider- 
able  charges. 

I  fhall  add  one  or  two  Proceffes  more,  to  fhew  how 
by  means  of  our  fiery  SaU  Armoniack,  high  and  noble 
Tindures  may  be  extraded,  out  of  other  Metals  and 
Stones,  and  Ihall  begin  with  Venus. 

Copper  inwardly  is  very  like  Iron,  and  like  it,  is 
dignified  with  a  very  glorious  Tindure,  and  by  the 
help  of  our  fiery  Alcaheft  (  proceeding  as  was  fiid 
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before  of  Mars )  in  three  days  time  a  true  Tindture 
may  be  prepared  from  it  for  Men  and  Metals,  thus: 
Recipe  of  the  tineft  filings  of  Fenus,  one,  two  or  three 
pounds,  put  them  into  a  Glafs-body,  and  for  every 
pound  of  Filings  pour  on  three  or  four  pound  of  AI- 
colized  fpirit  of  Wine,  lute  the  Helm  and  Recipient, 
diftill  in  Sand,  and  the  Alcolifed  fpirit  of  Wine  will  dif 
fblve  the  Fenus,  vivifie  her  tinging  Spirit,  and  carry 
it  over  the  helm,  yet  not  vifibly  ;  but  as  fbon  as  the 
fpirit  of  Wine  is  kindled  and  burnt  away  under  the 
refrigeratory,  then  the  Tinfture  of  Fenus  appears  in 
.  the  form  of  a  deep  red  Sak ;  which  Tin«n:ure  performs 
whatfoever  1  have  before  attributed  to  the  Tindlure  of 
Mars.  And  in  the  fame  way  a  fix  Tindture  may  be  had 
from  common  Gombuftible  Sulphur  in  three  days 
time,  as  here  follows. 

"To  fix  the  Common,  Comhufiible,  Tellow  Sulphur  in  three 
days  time  into  a  red  and  fix  tinging  Stone. 

THe  whole  Art  of  this  Royal  Work  confifls  only  in 
uniting  the  (aid  Sulphur  with  fpirit  of  Wine,  and 
then  burning  it  away  under  a  helm,  to  catch  the  in- 
combuftible  Heavenly  Salt,  or  Water  of  Life  per¬ 
manent,  which  with  Gold  becomes  coagulated  and 
fixed  to  a  Tinging Stone.Which  heavenly  Saltas  fbon  as 
by  the  flame  it  is  feparated  from  the  Sulphur, is  a  true 
Univerfal  Medicine  againft  all  the  Difeafes  of  Man- 
^  kind :  but  when  joined  with  Gold,  it  obtains  ingreft 
and  tingeth  Lune,  and  coagulares  Mercury  into  Sol. 
Now  to  unite  Sulphur  with  fpirit  of  Wine  (  wherein 
the  whole  Art  and  Maftery  confifts)  without  any  Cor- 
rofive  or  AUali,  is  an  eafie  thing,  and  which  I  have 
declared  in  my  late  publifh’d  Writings,  and  therefore 
do  not  think  it  needful  to  repeat  the  fkm^hpre.  I  do 
not  deny,  but  fince  that  time  I  have  found  nearer 
ways  to  the  Bufli,  but  do  not  think  my  felf  obliged 
to  proftitute  thofe  Difcoveries  to  all  promifcuoufly,  it 
being  well  if  1  have  not  faid  too  much  already,  and 
told  Tales  out  of  the  School. 

As  to  the  foregoing  Operation,  it  is  obvious  to  con¬ 
ceive  that  Common  Sulphur  joined  with  a  dephleg- 
raate  fpirit  of  Wine,  burns  much  ftronger,  and  con- 
fequently  with  its  flame  will  have  a  greater  force  to 
fix  than  a  Common  fpirit  of  Wine  can.  We  know 
that  God  in  the  beginning  made  the  whole.World  of 
Fire  and  Water,  from  whence  alfb  all  other  things 
have  their  Original:  For  when  Fire  and  Water,  as 
contraries,  work  on  one  another,  they  always  gene¬ 
rate  a  third  thing.  The  Fire,  as  the  Agent,  works 
upon  its  Patient  Water,  which  aftion  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  without  the  Air,  nor  can  the  Water  without 
Earth  have  any  Confiftence  or  ftability  to  abide  the 
Fires  adtion.  For  which  reafon  it  is  that  we  find  no 
Metalline  Oare,  but  only  in  the  Earth, and  efpecially 
in  fuch  Clefts  and  paflages  of  the  Rocks  and  Earth, 
where  a  conftant  moifture  trickles  down,  and  whither 
the  Central  Fire  can  have  free  accefs,  to  work  upon 
its  proper  Patient :  From  which  union  of  Male  and 
Female  Seeds,  a  third  thing  muft  neceflarily  be  pro¬ 
duced.  Now  if  the  Sulphur  which  is  the  Male,  and 
the  Water  which  is  the  Female-Seed,  be  pure,  a  pure 
birth  proceeds  from  them,  and  by  the  rule  of  contra¬ 
ries  if  impure,  the  produdtion  muft  be  fo  likewife. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  moift  Caverns,  Holes,  and 
Clefts  of  the  Earth,  arethefitteft  Wombs  for  Minerals 
and  Metals.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  Metals  may  alfo 
be  generated  in  Sand  or  fat  Earth,  efpecially  where 
the  fame  lye  moift  ;  for  when  the  Demogorgon,  or 
Central  Fire,  Spirit  afcends  from  the  Center,  and  meets 
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with  a  moift  Sand  or  Clay,  he  joins  witli  it,  whence 

it  is  that  oftentimes  in  Sand  and  Clay  Metals  are  found 

but  not  in  great  pieces  as  in  the  Clefts  of  the  Earth  but 
only  in  left  and  greater  Grains,  according  as  the’difl 
pofition  of  the  place  permits,  it  being  notorious  that 
Grains  of  Metal  are  oft  found  in  Sand,  and  waffl’d 
from  it. 

That  the  Subliming  Sulphurous  Vapor,  when  it 
meets  with  a  flimy  Matter  in  the  Earth,  doth  unite 
with,  and  turns  to  a  Metal,  no  Man  needs  doubt  of: 
For  I  have  feen  many  things  in  the  Earth  changed  in¬ 
to  Metalline  Sulphurous  Flint-ftones.  Thus  we  fee 
that  this  Sulphurous  Vapour  readily  cleaves  to  Snails 
in  the  Earth,  turning  them  to  Flint,  of  which  I  have 
feen  many, and  have  fome  with  me  at  prefent.  Amongft 
other  things  I  have  feen  a  Leather  Purfe  tnrn’d  to 
Flint,  as  alfo  the  Privy  Member  of  a  Man,  the  reafon 
of  which  will  be  obvious  to  him  that  confiders  of  it, 
We  know  alfb  that  fometimes  though  rarely  Metals 
are  produc’d  in  the  Air,  and  from  thence  fall  down  to 
the  Earth,  efpecially  Iron  in  form  of  fmall  drops,  be- 
caufe  the  Air  is  not  the  proper  place  for  the  generation 
of  Metals,  for  as  much  as  they  find  no  refting  place 
there.  Stones  alfo  are  at  times  generated  in  the  Air  ■ 
I  and  from  thence  are  caft  down  upon  the  Earth.  Thus 
in  the  Summer  time,  when  the  attrafted  Sulphur  is 
kindled  by  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  Sun,  and  works 
on  the  moift  Cloud,  in  a  moment  Stones  are  generated 
which  with  Lightning  are  caft  down  thence  :  Thefe 
are  fometimes  of  ftrange  Figures,  but  commonly  are 
fhaped  like  Wedges.  1  have  feen  one  of  them  that 
was  three-corner’d,and  which  way  fbever  it  was  turn'd 
reprefented  the  figure  of  a  Mans  Heart,  and  had, 
amongft  other,  this  Virtue,  that  it  preferves  all  thofe 
that  are  in  the  Houfe  where  it  is,  from  being  any  whit 
terrified  with  Thunder  or  Lightning  But  of  thefe 
matters  I  have  treated  elfewhere,  being  only  men¬ 
tion’d  here  todemonftrate  that  Fire  and  Water  are 
the  Principles  of  all  things ;  which  being  granted  me. 
It  will  not  be  found  ftrange,  that  by  burning  away 
fpirit  of  Wme,  a  Stone  of  the  greateft  Virtue  and 
Power,  viz,,  that  of  the  Philofbphers,  fhould  be  ge¬ 
nerated  ;  which  1  have  not  only  experimented  my 
felf,  but  recommended  it  to  others,  who  have  like¬ 
wife  performed  the  fame.  Now  if  fo  weak  a  Fire, 
as  that  of  Common  fpirit  of  Wine  is,  has  the  Power’ 
by  working  upon  its  Patient,  as  it  were,  in  a  moment 
to  generate  an  Heavenly  Salt  or  Stone ;  why  may 
not  we  then  fuppofe,  that  when  fpirit  of  Wine  by  the 
union  of  a  pure  Sulphur,  is  made  to  burn  much 
ftronger  ;  that  this  duplicate  fpirit  of  Wine,  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  Duplicate  Mercury  or  Coeleftial  Salt?  Yea, 
furely  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
Wine  acuated  with  the  pure  fpirit  of  Sulphur,  will  not 
only  in  burning  away  afford  a  better  Mercury,  hut  alfb 
in  greater  quantity  than  any  fpirit  of  Wine  alone  can, 
becaufe  the  incombuftible  Mercury  and  Salt  in  S«/- 
phur,  becomes  meliorated  by  the  flame  of  the  fpirit  of 
Wine,  and  highly  exalted  in  Vertue. 

When  Sulphur  is  kindled  under  a  Bell,  or  other 
convenient  Inftrument,  the  incombuftible  fait  of  the 
Sulphur,  mounts  with  the  flame,  in  the  form  of  a 
Corrofive  Oyl,  and  is  caught  and  ufed  tofeveral  pur- 
pofes._  But  this  fowr  Oyl,  may  well  be  compared 
to  unripe  Grapes,  which  being  eaten,  are  hurtfull  to 
the  Stomach  •,  but  if  thefe  fbwr  unripe  Grapes  be 
futfered  to  hang  on  the  Vine  till  the  heat  of  the  Sun 
hath  ripened  them  to  a  perfect  Sweetneft,  then  they 
will  cauferiogripings  or  flatuofities,  as  unripe  Grapes 
do,  but  afford  good  nourifhment  to  the  Body  :  and 
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U’hen  the  juice  of  them  is  by  fermentation  turn’d  to 
pleafant  Wine,  it  not  only  ftrengthensa  weak  Stomach, 
but  revives  the  Spirits, comforts  the  Heart, ftrengthens 
the  Brain  and  all  other  parts  of  the  Body,  makes  Men 
chearfuUand  courageous,  and  drives  away  Sorrow 
and  Melancholly,  and  in  a  word,  is  a  eaufeof  much 
good  to  the  Tick  as  well  as  found. 

Now  if  Common  Wine  can  do  all  this,  whatwon- 
i  ders,  think  we,  may  then  be  expedted  from  the  fix 
i  lb  111  of  its  purefi:  Spirit, when  by  its  own  proper  Agents 

i  filames,  it  is  in  the  highelt  degree  purified,  and  befides 
this,  united  with  the  llveet  foul  of  Sulphur,  and  there* 
by  ftrengthened  in  all  its  powers. 

That  Sulphur  in  its  innermoft  is  as  good  as  Gold, 

'  none  that  are  knowing  in  Nature  will  deny,  but 
:  this  doth  not  appear  till  by  the  flames  of  fpirit  of 
I  Wine  it  be  reduc’d  to  afweer,  pleafant,  fix,  red  ting- 
•  ing  Salt,  and  then  you  are  Mafter  of  as  powerfull  a 
'  Medicine,  as  any  is  in  the  World.  LuUy,  tells  ns 
plainly,  Mttke  that  'which  is  bitter^  fweet,  and  ym 
will  have  the  whole  Bafil  Valentine  That  he 
who  in  the  Chymical  Art,  can  with  fpirit  of  Wine 
dulcifie  a  fowre  Ipirit  of  Salt,  deferves  to  be  Knighted 
1  for  it,  as  having  done  a  moft  Heroical  adtion  ;  and 
I  adds,  That  with  this  dulcified  fpirit  of  Salt,  the  Tin- 
dlure  ot  Sol  may  be  extradl:ed,which  is  the  very  Truth, 
Hermes  concludes  his  Smaragdine  Table  with  thefe 
words ;  Here  ends  what  1  had  to  fay  concerning  the  Solar 
^  Work ;  and  fo  fay  I  too.  1  have  fpoke  plain  enough, 

!  and  now  catch  who  catch  can:  For  I  don’t  think  my  felf 
I  obliged  not  only  to  catch  the  Bird  for  others,  but  alfo 
to  pluck,  roaft,  chew  and  thruft  it  into  their  mouths. 

;  In  like  manner,  as  has  beenhere  laid  of  Sulphur, we 
i  may  proceed  with  Antimony  and  Orpiment,  for  to 
‘  obtain  their  Quinteflences,  as  alfo  with  all  Vegetables 
i  and  Animals ;  with  which  pure  Eflences  great  wonders 
may  be  performed  in  Phylick.  Time  will  not  fuffer 
me  to  enlarge  on  the  fubjedt,  but  I  intend  (  God  wib 
I  ling  )  fhortly  to  publifli  a  fmall  Treatife  of  the  Divine 
j  CharaSler,  or  Seal  of  the  Deity.,  by  which  the  World 
1  and  all  that  is  in  it  was  at  firft  created,  and  yet  daily 
i  the  Stone  of  the  Philofophers  and  many  other  wonder= 

I  ful  things  are  made,  and  brought  forth  a-new  from 
;  the  conjundtion  of  Fire  and  Water,  that  is.  Sulphur  and 
Mercury ;  in  which  Writing,  the  true  ground  of  many 
j  New  Generations,  which  far  furpafs  Nature,  and  are 
j  produced  by  a  due  combination  of  thefe  twg  contra- 
‘  lies,  will  be  declar’d  and  laid  open. 

After  the  fame  Method,  as  before  mention’d,  the 
Tindtures  of  other  red  Metals,  Minerals  and  Stones 
may  be  extradted.  Only  we  are  to  take  notice,  that 
when  we  work  upon  Stones,  ’tis  beft  only  to  make  ulc 
;  of  our  Alcaheil,  without  the  addition  of  fpirit  of  Wine, 
for  the  obtaining  of  their  Tindtures,  becaufe  ftones 
are  not  of  fo  ealie  folution  as  Mars  and  Venus.  We 
may  alfo  with  our  fiery  Alcahefi  extradt  red  Tindtures 
from  White  Sand-ftonesand  Flints,  though  not  in  fuch 
quantity  as  from  thofe  that  are  colour’d,  which  may 
eafily  ^  guels’d.  Many,  ’tis  like,  will  wonder  to 
hear  that  a  red  colour  may  be  extradted  from  white 
ftones ;  but  this  difficulty  will  be  removed  if  they 
confider,  that  all  Sand-ftones  and  Flints  are  nothing 
elfe,  but  an  Earthly  groft  Sulphur  without  any  Mer¬ 
cury.  Now  we  know  that  Sulphur  is  a  Father  of  all 
Metals,  and  that  when  Mercury  and  Salt  in  a  due  pro= 
portion  is  join’d  with  him,  then  he  makes  a  Metal.  We 
alfo  know  that  all  Sulphur  inwardly  is  red,  though 
it  do  not  appear  fo  outwardly  till  it  be  joined  with 
Salts.  We  have  an  inltance  of  this  in  Lead,  in  which 
no  rednefs  appears  at  all^  but  W'hen  the  fame  is  cal¬ 


cined  with  Salt,  its  blacknefs  is  turn’d  to  a  lively  red> 
as  may  be  foen  in  Red  Lead.  For  Fire  and  Salt  have 
the  power  to  exalt  all  Sulphurs.  Forafmuch  then  as 
the  White  Flint  or  Cry ftal  has  Sulphur  in  it, '  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  their  giving  forth  fparks  of  Fire,  when 
they  are  ftruck  hard  together,  in  like  manner  as  when 
they  are  ftruck  with  Steel,  which  is  nothing  elfo  but  a 
hx  Sulphur,  that  by  its  proper  Agent,  which  is  natu¬ 
rally  in  it,  vise-  a  Viiriolate  Salt,  with  the  aid  only 
of  outward  Fire,  may  be  ripened  into  a  True  Tin- 
efture.  And  here  I  refer  my  Reader  to  what  Artephius 
and  Vontanus  writes  concerning  their  focret  Fire,  for 
further  fatisfadlion. 

I  have  prepared  a  particular  Tincture  from  a  white 
Sulphur,  whereof  one  part  tinged  three  or  four  parts 
of  red  Venus  into  Lune;  but  when  I  commit  this  white 
Sulphur  for  fome  time  to  the  Fire,  its  whitenefs  be¬ 
comes  by  degrees  changed  to  rednefs,  which  then 
being  projeded  on  Copper,  gives  it  the  colour  of 
Gold.  And  if  the  Tindlure  be  wholly  fix,  it  turns 
the  Vemy  throughout  to  fix  Sol,  but  it  it  be  not  yet  fix, 
it  can  never  make  fix  Sol,  though  it  have  attained  a 
red  colour  in  the  Fire.  Forafmuch  then  as  white 
Flints  are  nothing  elfo  but  Sulphur,  why  may  notour 
Hellifli  Fire  Spirit  be  'fu ppofed  able  to  make  the  fame 
Red,  as  well  as  the  White  Metalline  Sulphur.  I  de¬ 
clare  it  therefore  as  a  certain  truth,  that  all  white 
Sulphurs  by  means  of  Salt  may  be  made  fix  and  red ; 
and  he  who  is  fo  far  advanced  in  the  knowledge  of 
Nature  and  Art,  as  to  know  how  to  apply  to  every 
Agent  its  proper  Patient,  will  eafily  obtain  his  defires 
without  any  extraordinary  charge  or  trouble,  and  in 
a  fhort  time,  for  without  the  joining  A.6tives  with 
Paflives  nnderftandingly  in  weight  and  meafure,  no 
good  can  be  done. 


A  PROCESS. 

T J  ExtraEl  a  Red  Tinclure  cut  of  all  White  Flints,  and 
bring  it  over  the  Helm  by  means  of  our  Fire  Spirit, 
and  afterwards  to  fix  the  fame. 

Ecipe  one,  two,  or  three  pounds  of  finely  pow^ 
dred  White  Flints,  and  pour  upon  them  half  as 
much  of  our  Hellifh-fire- fpirit,  abftrad;  the 
fame  in  Sand  by  retort,  and  it  will  carry  the  pureft 
fulphur  of  the  Flints  over  with  it,  which  may  after¬ 
wards  be  fixed  with  our  Cathollck  Coagulator.  And 
if  inftead  of  Flints  you  take  a  Gold  Spar,  which  be¬ 
fides  fome  fix  Gold,  contains  much  that  is  Volatile, 
your  pains  will  be  better  bellowed.  And  in  cafe  you 
cannot  get  any  of  thefe,  then  take  the  Eerra  Sigillata, 
or  fealed  Earth  of  Silefia,  in  which  much  volatile  Gold 
is  hid ;  but  if  you  can  get  the  Red  Tiirkifh  Terra  Si¬ 
gillata  of  Lemnos,  you  will  have  a  much  richer  Tin- 
(fture,  as  abounding  with  a  greater  quantity  of  Spi¬ 
ritual  Gold,  than  any  of  the  forementioned.  But 
take  heed  you  be  not  deceived,  for  much  of  that 
which  is  fold  for  Terra  Sigillata  of  Lemnos,  is  nothing 
elfo  but  Bolus  Armenus.  ^ 

Ovid  and  others  have  in  their  Fables  made  men¬ 
tion  of  this  Earth,  which  is  fo  rich  in  Gold  under  the 
i  name  of  Vulcan,  whom  his  Mother  after  fhe  had 
brought  him  forth  in  Heaven,  finding  him  to  be  de¬ 
formed,  flung  down  to  the  Ifland  Lewwoj,  where  fome 
Apes,  that  is  Philofophers,  who  imitate  Nature,  took 
I  and  waflied  him, that  is,  by  their  fiery  Water,  took  a- 
j  way  his  ugly  and  deformed  outfide/eparating  the  pure 
!  Tin(ft;ure  from  the  grofs  Body,  as  1  have  here  caught. 

The 
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The  Curious  who  defire  to  know  more  of  thefe  mat¬ 
ters,  let  them  read  the  experienced  and  ingenious  Bra- 
cefcus  his  Book  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  who  will  give  them 
full  fatisfadlion.  But  if  none  of  all  thefe  foremen- 
tioned  can  be  had,  we  may  make  ufe  of  Blood-ftone, 
Ruddle,  or  any  other  Red  Earth  that  abounds  with 
volatile  Gold,  of  which  there  is  great  plenty  in  moft 
parts  of  Germany.  The  Red  Jafper-ftone,  Granates, 
andYellow  Jacinths  do  allb  much  abound  with  Tin- 


(Tture.  But  thefe  and  other  fuch-like,  1  leayc  to  others 
to  find  out,  for  it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  mention  all.  ' , 
I  conclude  this  little  Treatife  with  this  Solemn  Affir-  ll 
mation,  that  it  is  a  very  eafie  thing  in  a  ftiort  time,  I 

and  without  any  charges,  to  fpeak  of,  to  prepare  1 1 

fix  Tin(ftu res,  from  common  Metals  and  Stones.  Be¬ 
lieve  and  fet  upon  the  Work,  and  thou  wilt  find  it  lo  i 
indeed. 


The  End  of'  the  Seventh  Eart. 
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Book  of  FIRES. 


'  ’  Vt 

In  which  is  Treated  of  ftrange  and  hitherto  unknown  j 
FIRES,  to  what  end  they  fcrvc,  and  what  great  Profit  may  by  them, 
accrue  to  Mankind.  .  . 

Tranllated  out  of  the  High-Biitch. 


Beloved  READER, 


TFht  which  hath  mimed  me  to  write  this  [mall  Treatife  of  Secret  Fires,  with  their  great 
Operations^  hath  been  only  this,  vi*  Becaufe  God  Almighty  hath  commanded  us^:  not  to 
hide  our  talent  in  the  Earth,  ( like  the  Vnprqfit^hle  Servant  )  hut  to  improve  it  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  our  Ideighhour,  to  improve  an^  augment  it,  as  we  may 
fee  in  the  1 6.  Chap,  of  St.  Luke.  Seeing  therefore  that  the  mofl  merciful  God,  hath  revealed 
thofe  high  Secrets  to  me,  in  this  my  great  Age,  makes  me  judge  that  fuch  great  gifts  of  God,  have 
not  been  difcovered  for  my  fake  only,  who  by  reafon  of  my  great  Age  have,  as  it  were  one  foot  al¬ 
ready  in  the  Grave  ;  but  that  I  might  make  known  Juch  wonder  full  Works  to  the  World. 


^  ,  Of  the  firjl  Fire,  and  its  TrofitahJe  ufe. 

HOw  to.  make  a  Lamp,  which  being  clofed  up  in 
a  Glafs,  may  be  made  to  burn  continually  ^y 
its  own  vertue,  and  give  light  without  any  other  help, 

of  the  heneft  of  this  Lamp. 

Sl'  . 

SUch  a  Lamp  may  ferve  all  thofe  who  love  to  fee 
light,  as  the  Image  of  God-,  and  may  alfb  be  very 
available  to  thofe  who  by  reafon  of  continual  Weak- 
nefs  are  forced  to  lie  much  upon  their  Beds ;  which 
they  may  keep  continually  fiurning  in  their  Bed- 
Chamber,  not  only  becaufe  of  its  clear  fhining  light, 


which  doth  neither  fmoak  nor  fcent,  like  all  other  '"■ 
Combuftible  Lights,  which  fcent  is  very  prejudicial  . 
not  only  to  the  Sick,  but  alfo  to  the  Healthy,  becaufe  f 
fuch  frnoaks  offend  the  Heart  and  Brain,  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  this  Royal  Fire  is  pleafant,  ftrengthening,  and 
refrefhing  to  the  Heart  and  Brain,  and  its  Cotton  or.  „ 
Wick  is  made  of  incombuffible  matter,  and  cafta  a 
fu'C’et  flavour  all  over  the  Room.  This  fecret  Fire 
might  alfo  ferve  the  Hermetick  Phyficians  to  prepare 
a  Univerlal  Medicine ;  efpecially  if  the  fweet  refrefli- 
ing  Odour,  which  proceeds  from  it  in  Burning,  be 
received  in  a  Philofophick  Receiver,  and  adminiftred 
to  their  Patients,  as  a  great  Cordial,  renovating,  and 
reftorative  Medicine. 

Although  this  fecret  Fire,  be  of  far  greater  advan¬ 
tage 
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ta^e  than  what  hath  been  mentioned ,  yet  for  cer¬ 
tain  reafons  its  further  ufe  muft  be  concealed.  This 
Fire  is  appropriated  to  the  Elemental  Air,  feeing  it 
hath  its  own  Air  in  it  felf,  by  reafbn  of  which  it 
burnerh  in  a  Glafs  well  clofed,  and  if  touched  by  the 
leaft  Air,  it  exringuifheth  and  goeth  out,  of  which 
you  may  fee  more  in  the  Fifth  Part  of  my  Fharmaco- 
pxa  Spagyrica. 

There  is  another  unknown  Fire,  which  is  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  Earth,  becaufe  it  refembleth  a  black 
Earth,  and  being  (hut  up  in  a  clofe  Vefiel  of  Glafs, 
will  keep  its  Fire  perhaps  to  the  end  of  the  World, 
provided  there  cometh  no  Air  intp  the  Vetfel ;  but 
if  one  would  have  it  a  vifible  Fire,  the  Glafs  muft  be 
broken  that  the  Air  may  come  to  it,  fo  the  matter 
will  prefently  enkindle  it  felf  by  the  Air,  and  in  a 
Ihort  time  burneth  to  a  coal ,  yet  without  flame  or 
fmoak,  and  at  length  is  confumed,  and  leaves  heavy 

Afhes  behind. 

of  the  Ufe  of  this  Earthy  Fire. 

A  Lthough  it  may  feem  to  many,  that  this  Fire  is 
not  fit  for  any  thing ,  yet  1  affirm  it  to  be  fit 
for  great  and  weighty  matters,  which  are  not  fit  to 
mention,  much  lefs  to  make  known,  by  reafon  of  the 
abufe  which  may  be  made  of  it ;  this  Fire  being  ten 
times  more  forcible  than  Gun- powder.  Moreover, 
it  alfb  plays  its  part  in  the  Melioration  of  Metals,  for 
when  this  black  Earth-fire  is  fluxed  in  a  Crucible, 
then  poured  out,  and  expofed  to  the  Air,  it  begins  to 
move,  and  grow  as  it  were  living ,  fo  that  one  may 
fee  how  forcibly  it  attradeth  tjhe  Air,  fills  it  felf  with 
puffing  Bladders  like  airlnc^fed  Toad,  continuing 
flich  a  motion  for  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days, 
then  the  matter  falleth  afunder,  and  there  floweth 
out  of  it  a  red  firey  juice,  the  remainder  is  dead  and 
unprofitable. 

With  this  red  juice,  wonderfull  things  are  to  be 
done  in  Alchymy,  not  neceflary  to  be  mentioned  in 
this  place,  becaufe  it 'is  my  defire  onely  to  makg 
known  the  Wonders  ofGod.  But  he  that  will  know 
more  of  it,  let  him  read  the  Fifth  Part  of  my  Thar- 
Tfiacopcea  SPagyrtca^  treating  of  the  Stone  of  the  ^Vi^e, 
where  he  will  find* how  the  blood  of  this  Toad  doth 
in  few  hours  draw  the  Colour  of  Gold  ,  fb  that  the 
Body  remains  white,  therefore  it  may  be  fuppofed 
-  to  be  the  Chalybs  of  Sendivogim. 

This  Fire  is  alfo  made  of  Steel,  for  when  it  is  touch¬ 
ed  with  a  wet  finger,  fparks  fly  from  it,  as  from  a 
red-hot  Iron  which  a  Smith  is  forging  upon  an  An¬ 
vil.  But  enough  at  this  time  of  this  wonderfull 
Earth- fire  till  another  opportunity.  Rifley  feems  to 
have  known  this  Fire,  and  of  it  to  have  prepared  his 
llniverfal  Tindure  :  his  Dream  founds  thus,  I  have 
fecn  a  red  Toad  drink  fo  much  and  fo  long  of  the 
juice  of  the  Grape,  till  his  inwards  did  burft  afun- 
cicr 

*  The  third  Secret  Fire  is  appropriated  to  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  water,  becaufe  it  fofteneth  and  diflblveth  all 
hard  Subjeds  ;  it  alfo  radically  joyneth  the  different 
nature  of  Metals,  into  wonderfull  tinging  Stones. 
Seeing  that  this  Water-fire  is  of  great  vertue  to  the 
Metals,  both  particularly  and  univerfally,  I  am  re- 
Iblved  (  for  brevity  fake)  to  make  known  its  vertue 
in  a  few  cafes,  the  "reft  will  be  known  by  the  diligent. 
Firft,  this  wet  Fire  hath  fuch  great  vertue,  that  it 
can  diflblve  radically  the  moft  fixed  Gold,  within  the 
fpace  of  twelve  hours,  as  alfo  to  unite  it  with 
to  volacilile  and  render  it  irreducible.  Which  vola¬ 


tile  Sol  and  Lune  is  no  more  like  unto  Sol  and  Lime  ^ 
but  in  colour,  eafie  flux,  form  and  weight,  appeareth 
like  unto  black  Saturn  ;  therefore  the  ancient  Philo- 
fophers,  becaufe  of  its  form  and  fimilitude,  have  call¬ 
ed  it  the  black  Lead  of  the  Wife,  and  becaufe  of  its 
volatility  the  Mercury  of  Philofbphers  ;  which  Aler- 
cury  or  black  Lead  of  the  Wife  may  be  alfb  per  fe, 
brought  into  a  true  Tindure, 

Therefore  they  have  all  erred,  who  have  taken 
Antimony  for  the  true  black  Lead  of  the  Wife.  He 
that  will  know  my  failings  in  this  matter,  let  him 
read  the  Third  Part  of  my  Fharmacopcea  Spagyrica^ 
where  he  will  find  Wonders,  efpecially  how  1  have 
cleanfed  it  to  the  higheft  degree,  and  concentrated 
it  into  a  white  Mercurial  fufible  Stone,  which  doth 
fhew  fuch  vertues  in  Medicine  as  are  to  be  admired. 
This  white  Stone  hath  fuch  vertue,  that  it  cureth  all 
difeafes,  if  it  be  held  every  morning  onely  a  while  in 
the  mouth  ;  of  which  I  have  treated  more  clearly  in 
the  Fifth  Part  of  my  Tharmacoprsa  Spagyrica.  This 
true  black  Lead,  which  by  this  humid  Fire,  is  made 
of  Common  Sol  and  Lune ,  hath  no  equality  with 
Antimony  nor  other  common  Lead. 

What  elfe  is  to  be  done  in  the  particular  Meliora¬ 
tion  of  Metals,  doth  not  belong  to  this  place,  but 
ffiall,  by  the  help  of  God,  be  declared  elfewhere. 

This  moift  Fire  hath  power  to  extrad  all  Sol  and 
ffenus  out  of  Lune.,  in  few  hours,  if  the  Lune  be  firft 
^granulated,  and  then  put  into  it,  without  diflblving 
the  Lune,  fo  that  the  Lune  remaineth  almoft  as  fine 
as  from  the  Teft.  The  extraded  Sol  and  Vemts  may 
eafily  be  feparated  from  the  Water,  each  by  it  felf, 
by  precipitation,  infomuch  that  the  Water  retains  its 
vertue,  and  there  is  no  lofs  either  of  the  Sol,  Lune,  or 
Ventts,  In  like  manner  the  allay  cSSol  and  Lune,  by 
Venm,  may  be  extraded  with  eafe,  in  great  plenty, 
and  for  little  charge.  Which  Secret  would  be  of 
great  ufe  to  Refiners,  or  fuch  as  have  much  Gold  and 
Silver  to  be  parted,  as  in  Mines,  &c. 

It  is  fufficiently  known  what  great  labour  and 
charge  is  required  by  the  common  way  of  parting 
Gold,  and  Silver,  and  Copper,  therefore  need- 
eth  not  to  be  repeated. 

0  here  foUoiv eth  a  Jhorter  and  eafer  way. 

Firft,  if  my  impure  Gold  be  in  great  lumps,  I  gran- 
nulate  it ;  but  if  it  be  Jewels,  Rings„i,-r  Chains, 
I  onely  neal  them ,  and  therewith  fill  a  parting  glafs 
to  the  third  part,  then  I  pour  thereon  of  my  cheap 
and  new  invented  Menftruum,  fb  much  as  may  fwim 
above  it  a  fingers  breadth,  put  a  Limbick  upon  it 
and  fet  it  in  a  Sand  furnace,  give  fire  by  degrees  rill 
the  Liquor  boil,  and  be  all  gone  over  the  Helm,  to  a 
dry  Salt.  So  hath  the  Aepua  Fojtis  in  the  time  of  di- 
gefting  drawn  to  it  felf  all  the  allay  of  Lune^  V em/s, 
nr  other  impurity, out  of  the  Gold,  in  form  of  a  green 
Powder,  which  remains  with  the  Gold  in  the  Glafs. 
When  it  is  cold,  I  take  if  out  of  the  Sand,  and  pur  in 
warm  Salt  water,  to  diflblve  the  extraded  Lune  and 
Venus,  that  it  may  be  poured  out  of  the  Glafs:  which 
done,  I  boil  it  in  a  Copper  Kettle,  fo  the  Salt-water 
extrads  the  Lune  and  V tmis  from  the  Sol,^  and  ma- 
keth  it  fine.  I  decant  the  green  and  thick  water 
from  the  Sol,  and  put  to  it  in  the  Kettle  frefh  Salt¬ 
water,  and  boil  it  to  extrad  the  reft  of  the  Lune  and 
Vem/s  from  the  Sol.  But  if  this  fecond  Water  fhoiild 
yet  be  green  and  thick,  that  is  a  fign  that  there  yet 

K  k  k  remains 


\r 


2I8 


Tbe  Book  of  Tires. 


remains  more  Lme  and  K snus  with  the  Sol ;  therefore 
more  frefh  Salt-water  is  to  be  added  to  the  Sol,  as  be¬ 
fore.  After  boiling,  put  all  the  greenWaters  together, 
and  at  la  ft  pour  upon  the  Gold  onely  common  fweet 
water, with  which  boil  the  Gold  to  extraftthe  remain¬ 
ing  faltnefs  from  it ,  which  will  leave  it  fine  and  ftii- 
ning  in  the  Kettle,  as  fine  Gold  uleth  to  be,  which  is 
to  be  fet  upon  a  fmall  fire  to  dry,  then  to  be  kept  as 
fine  Gold.  The  green  Water  is  to  be  filtred,  fb  the 
Lune  will  remain  behind  in  the  filter,  which  is  to  be 
dried,  and  mixed  with  the  common  fluxing  Powder 
of  Sulphur  and  IShtre,  and  being  melted  will  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  the  fineft  Lune.  Boil  the  green  filtred  Water 
in  an  Iron  Pot,  fo  all  the  Vemts  will  fettle  to  the  Pot 
bottom,  which  is  to  be  edulcorated  with  Water,  and 
being  mixed  with  the  above-named  fluxing  Powder, 
and  reduced  becometh  the  fineft  Venus  that  can  be 
feen  with  eyes.  By  this  means  I  doe  not  onely  find 
all  my  Sol,  Lune,  and  Venus,  but  alfo  an  increafe  of 
the  Sol,  the  rcafbn  of  which  increafe  proceeds  from 
my  jlqua  Fortis,  which  is  a  graduating  Water,  and 
of  a  meliorating  nature  and  property :  which  en- 
creale  indeed  is  not  over-great,  yet  it  pays  for  all 
the  charge  of  Coals  and  Labour.  This  work  may 
be  performed  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  without 
any  lofs  of  Sol  or  Lune  ;  which  differs  greatly  from 
the  tedious  vulgar  way  of  feparation,  which  is  very 
laborious  and  coftly ,  befides  the  great  lofs  of  the  Sol 
and  Lune.  So  that  ten  Marks  may  be  eafier  feparated 
by  my  way,  than  one  Mark  by  the  common  way.  - 
One  great  Secret  more,  above  others,  which  forj 
brevity  lake  cannot  be  all  inferred  here,  is  this.  It 
is  well  known  to  all  Chymifts,  that  all  Vegetables,  as 
alfo  Animals,  by  addition  of  common  Water,  may 
be  brought  to  fermentation,  and  according  to  every 
fubjed,  a  Spiritus  Ardens,  of  great  ufe  in  Phyfick,  may 
be  diftilled.  But  how  to  make  fuch  a  fubrile  Spirit 
out  of  Metals,  1  never  read  in  any  Authour,  nor 
heard  of.  But  I  have  found  out  a  way  by  which 
great  matters  may  be  done,  which  cannot  be  menti¬ 
oned  here,  let  others  fearch  after  it  as  I  have  done, 
it  is  not  good  to  caft  Pearls  before  Swine.  Yet  that 
the  defirous  may  know  fomewhat  of  an  Artificial  Me- 
tallick  Fermentation ;  I  fay  that  out  of  certain  Salts 
a  Water  may  be  prepared,  which  when  it  is  put  up¬ 
on  a  compact;  Metal,  that  the  fame  by  a  certain  pro¬ 
perty  in  the  Water,  begins  to  fwell  up  and  ferment, 
like  to  the  fermentation  of  Wine,  Beer,  or  oth^  ve¬ 
getable  Drinks ;  and  after  fermentation,  by  diftilling 
in  Balneo  yields  an  exceeding  fubtile  penetrating  Spi¬ 
rit,  ftrong,  fweet,  and  volatile,  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  property  of  the  Metal ;  which  may  alfo  by 
rectification  be  concentrated  and  fiibtilized,  like  that 
which  is  drawn  from  Wine  or  other  Vegetables,  with¬ 
out  any  Corrofion  ;  fo  that  fuch  a  Spirit  may  be  put 
into  the  eye  without  the  leaft  hurt,  or  fence  of  fharp- 
nefs.  [See  the  Sixth  Part  of  the  Pharmacopcea  Spagy- 
ricaf]  Therefore  it  may  eafily  be  concluded,  that 
fuch  a  Metallick  Spirit  may  effectually  be  ufed  in  the 
moft  difficult  difeafes.  But  thofe  Spirits  are  not  onely 
highly  profitable  in  Medicine,  but  cannot  alfo  fail  to 
fhew  their  effects  upon  Metals  ;  for  I  have  already 
experienced  thus  much,  that  the  Spirit  of  Sol  doth  in 
few  days  graduate  Common  Mercury  into  Sol,  in  like 
manner  doth  the  Spirit  of  Lune  and  Jupiter  graduate 
Mercury  into  Lune ;  other  Spirits  of  Metals  I  have  not 
yet  tried.  And  although  many  may  think  to  force 
fuch  a  Spirit  out  of  Metals  as  is  drawn  out  of  Vitriol, 
yet  they  err,  becaufe  every  Vitriol  diftilled  fer /e  be¬ 
fides  the  Phlegm,  acid  Spirit,  and  heavy  Oil,  yields 


alfo  a  volatile  Spirit,  which  may  be  very  much  fub- 
tilized  by  reftification  ,  but  it  hath  no  comparifon  at 
all,  nor  likenefs  with  my  new-invented  volatile  hu¬ 
mid  Spirit  of  Metals  ;  becaufe  the  above  mentioned 
volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  confifteth  onely  of  a  fubtile 
fait  Spirit  and  fpiricual  Sulphur ,  which  may  fuffici- 
ently  be  demonftrated.  For  when  fuch  a  fubtile  fait 
Spirit  of  Vitriol  ftands  a  while  in  a  Glafs  clofe  flop¬ 
ped,  the  volatile  Sulphur  of  the  Vitriol  fublimeth  it 
felf  to  the  top  of  the  Glafs,  and  congeals  itfelf  in  the 
form  of  common  yello  w  Sulphur,  and  the  humidity 
remains  in  the  Glafs  like  an  infipid  Water,  without 
fmell  or  taft.  Therefore  the  volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol 
now-a  days  prepared,  is  to  be  efteemed  for  nothing 
elfe  but  a  volatile  Spirit  of  Sulphur.  In  oppofition 
to  wh^ich  my  Metallick  Spirits ,  efpecially  thole  of 
Sol  or  Lune  have  no  combuftible  matter  in  them. 
Alfo  the  Spirit  of  Vitriol  is  yet  corrofive,  which  the 
Metallick  Spirits  are  not.  Therefore  let  no  man> 
think  that  my  invented  Spirits  of  Metals  are  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  fulphureous  Spirit  of  Vitriol, 
Allom,  or  common  Salt,  or  the  like,  but  let  it  be  e- 
fteemed  as  a  new-invented  high  Secret,  the  like  of 
which  was  never  yet  known  to  the  World.  He  to 
whom  God  fhall  pleafe  to  reveal  how  thefe  Spirits  of' 
Metals  may  again  be  brought  into  fixed  bodies,  fuch 
a  one  may  well  efteem  himfelf  happy.  Seeing  that 
fuch  a  Spirit  being  yet  fugitive,  can  mortifie  running 
Mercury,  and  tranfmute  it  into  Sol.  Alfo  know,  that 
pur  fecret  Salt  water  hath  power  to  bring  other  Sub- 
^(fts  into  fermentation  :  As  for  example ;  if  I  was 
willing  to  bring  Tartar  again  into  fermentation,  to 
try  what  Spirit  it  would  yield ,  I  diffolve  it  onely  in 
fair  water,  and  put  to  it  a  little  of  our  Univerfal  fer¬ 
ment,  fo  will  the  Tartar  prefently  begin  to  ferment 
and  work,  and  yields  a  wonderfull  volatile  Spirit , 
which  is  not  to  be  had  by  any  other  way.  Here  I 
will  add  onely  one  thing  by  way  of  hiftory  ;  name¬ 
ly,  what  happened  unto  me  once,  when  I  joined  a 
little  of  this  ferment  with  fome  Urine  :  that  the  fame 
did  prefently  begin  to  ferment,  and  yielded  a  moft 
dreadfull  feent,  fo  that  1  was  neceffitated  to  carry  the 
Urine  out  of  the  room,  the  fmcll  was  fo  offenfive, 
that  it  enfeebled  my  Heart  and  Brain  ;  and  in  the 
diftilling,  yielded  a  feent  far  worfe  than  the  putrefy¬ 
ing  of  any  dead  carcafles  of  beafts ,  at  laft  I  forced 
over  all  the  unplea^nt  Phlegm,  took  the  Caput  mort. 
out  of  the  Glafs,  and  diftilled  out  of  it  a  ftrong  Cor- 
rofive  Spirit,  with  which  I  did  dilTolve  Sol  and  Lune. 
But  w'  u  is  further  to  be  expected  from  it,  time  will' 
fhew  me.  There  came  alfo  with  the  ftrong  fait  Spi¬ 
rit,  a  red  Oil  of  Urine,  not  ftrong. 

To  enlighten  the  former  difoourfe,  there  remains 
yet  fomething  to  be  foid,  namely  this :  That  the  be¬ 
fore  mentioned  Spirit  of  Metals  may  be  handled  in 
all  ref^dts  like  the  burning  Spirit  of  Vegetables , 
which  is  diftilled  from  Vegetables  fermented  ;  in  rec¬ 
tifying,  the  moft  fubtile  Spirit  cometh  over  firft,  and 
the  unprofitable  Phlegm  remains  behind  ;  and  the 
oftener  this  rectification  is  performed,  it  is  the  more 
pure,  fubtile,  ftrong  and  pleafant,  fo  that  the  vertues 
of  all  other  Vegetables,  fome  of  this  Spirit  being  pour¬ 
ed  upon  them  and  digefted,  may  be  extracted,  and 
feparated  from  their  grofs  feces,  by  feparating  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  in  Balneo ,  fo  the  vertue  of  tljc  Herb, 
Root,  or  Flower,  will  remain  in  the  Glafs ;  of  which 
one  onely  drop  hath  more  vertue  in  Medicine,  than 
a  whole  handfull  of  the  herb  from  which  it  was  ex¬ 
tracted  j  yet  the  Spirit  remains  good,  and  is  always 

proper 


Part  11. 


The  Book  of  Biirs. 


219 


proper  for  the  like  occafions.  But  if  one  defirech  no 
E.xtradt,  but  onely  a  Spirit  of  Vegetables,  ftrong  and 
forcible  in  its  operatio#,  then  muft  the  Spirit  be  put 
upon  frefh  well-fcented  cordial  Herbs,  Roots,  Flow¬ 
ers  or  Fruits,  digefting  them  together,  then  abfrraft- 
ing  the  Spirit  again,  fo^will  it  be  much  ftronger,  lub- 
tiller,  and  of  a  more  refrefhing  liuell  than  before. 
Thus  in  like  manner  can  we  doe  with  our  Spirit  of 
Metals,  and  make  it  as  ftrong  as  we  will,  by  putting 
the  fame  upon  frefh  Metals,  and  letting  them  fer¬ 
ment  together,  then  abftrading,  and  fo  fermenting 
and  abftrading,  whereby  it  always  grows  ftronger 
and  ftronger,  fo  that  afterwards  greater  things  may 
be  done  with  it  both  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy. 
If  then  the  fimple  Spirit  of  Metals  doth  wonders  in 
Medicine  and  Alchymy,  what  will  not  this  doe,  that 
hath  three  or  four  times  its  ftrength  ?  Confider  of  it, 
enough  to  the  wife.  The  Spirit  of  Metals  thus  made 
we  efteem  for  the  true  A^ua  vita  or  Vinum  [alutis 
of  the  Ancients,  and  no  other  made  of  Vegetables. 
Take  notice  alfb  by  the  way,  that  our  Ferment  doth 
not  lofe  its  vertue  in  diftilling ,  but  ferveth  always 
for  the  like  Works,  to  wit,  the  Fermentation  of  Me¬ 
tals. 

Seeing  that  our  Ferment  is  a  volatile  Salt,  after 
Fermentation  the  fubtile  Spirit  is  abftrafted,  and  the 
Phlegm  received  by  it  felf ,  fb  at  laft  rifeth  our  Fer¬ 
ment  with  a  ftronger  Fire,  and  leaves  the  mortified 
Metal  as  unprofitable  feces.  So  that  the  Ferment 
being  once  had,  it  may  be  often  ufed,  yet  it  is  fbme- 
what  diminifhed  every  time  by  fticking  to  the  glaftes, 
yet  not  being  coftly,  the  lofs  may  be.eafily  born,  fo 
'  that  there  needs  never  be  no  want  of  it.  This  is  in- 
j  deed 'a  wonderfull  fubtile  metallick  Wine,  of  which 
I  I  had  once  a  Vifion  about  thirty  years  ago  (  with 
i  thefe  words  :  Ex  fece,  de  fece,  debes  carpere  vinum 
tuum,)  yet  I  knew  not  the  fignification  to  this  time. 
I  have  had -much  though tfulnefs  about  it,  yet  all  in 
vain,  untill  God  was  lately  pleafed  to  fhew  me  the 
way  of  preparing  fuch  Wine. 

If  I  fhould  write  all  things  which  may  be  done 
with  my  new-invented  Fermentation  out  of  Vegeta- 
j  bles.  Animals  and  Metals ,  I  fhould  have  work  e- 
I  nough  for  a  great  Volume ,  and  as  it  were  bring 
forth  a  new  World  :  but  let  this  fuffice  at  this  time. 

JAext  fclloiioeth  the  fourth  Secret  Fire  of  the  Wife,  to 
perfebl  an  Univerfal  Medicine  both  for  Men  and 
Metals. 

THat  the  ancient  Philofbphers  did  make  their 
Univerfal  Medicine,  not  out  of  one  Subjeft: 
i  onely,  is  clearly  to  be  feen  out  of  their  Writings. 
And  as  their  Subjedl  was  divers,  fo  have  they  alfb 
ufed  feveral  Fires  to  decod  their  Subject ;  for  fome 
Subjects,  as  fixed  Sol  and  Lune,  they  have  made  vo¬ 
latile  by  their  humid  Fire,  and  again  made  the  vola¬ 
tile  fixed  by  means  of  the  known  fire  of  Wood  and 
Coals.  Therefore  have  they  fo  pofitively  affirmed, 
that  without  compaon  Gold  and  Silver,  no  true  Me¬ 
dicine  for  the  Metals  can  be  made.  And  this,  by 
realbn  that  other  Subjefts  were  yet  unknown  to 
them  ;  and  they  knowing  no  better,  thought  theirs 
to  be  the  onely  way  by  which  the  Univerfal.  Medi¬ 
cine  could  be  made.  But  others  have  wholly  rejedl- 
ed  Sol  and  Lune,  faying  they  are  dead,  and  that 
one  fhould  beware  of  them  ;  but  that  their  Sol  and 


Lmie  were  living,  and  that  no  commonly  known  fire 
could  ripen  them ,  that  a  far  other  fire  is  required 
for  that  purpofe ;  thefe  and  the  like  contrary  Wri¬ 
tings  (  although  they  are  both  true  )  have  confoun¬ 
ded  the  Searchers,  fb  that  one  efteemeth  one  Wri¬ 
ter,  and  another,  another,  and  yet  are  always  doubt- 
full  after  which  Authour  they  fhould  work.  Fonta¬ 
nus  confefleth  that  he  erred  two  hundred  times,  al¬ 
though  he  wrought  in  the  true  matter,  and  fhould 
never  have  underftood  if  he  had  not  read  the  old 
Philofopher  Artephuis,  and  of  him  learnt  the  Secret 
Fire.  He  defcribes  alfb  the  Secret  Fire  in  the  fame 
manner,  which  doth,  to  wit,  thus;  Our 

Fire  is  no  Common  Ftre,  it  ts  Artificial  to  find  out,  it 
difiolves,  defiroys  and  penetrates  all  things  ;  it  is  eejual, 
continual,  and  confiant,  burning  with  cur  Glafs,  and  not 
without,  &c.  Our  Subjedl  is  alfb  no  common  Sol  or 
Lune,  but  as  yet  an  unripe  Mineral,  on  which  Na¬ 
tur^  hath  but  began  to  operate.  All  they  who  have 
wrought  in  flich  unripe  Sol  and  Lune  have  alfo  of  ne- 
cellity  known  this  Secret  Fire,  or  elfe  they  have  fail¬ 
ed,  and  could  accomplifh  nothing  Some  have 
known  the  volatile  Gold,  as  alfb  the  Fire  belonging 
to  it,  and  yet  could  not  come  to  work  with  it ;  the 
reafon  was,  becaufe  they  as  yet  wanted  the  inftru- 
ment  belonging  to  it,  becaufe  if  a  volatile  matter  be 
m  'be  ripened  in  an  open  Glafs  with  a  flaming  fire, 
it  is  impoffible  but  that  the  volatile  Mercury  fhould 
fly  away ;  and  if  a  Receiver  were  applied  to  receive 
the  Volatile  Spirit,  then  by  that  means  the  Fire  would 
be  ftifled  and  go  out.  Here  is  good  counfel  at  a  dear 
rate,  but  the  difeovery  of  the  fecret  Veffel  maketh 
all  cheap  again  ;  for  without  the  knowledge  of  this 
Veffel,  little  is  to  be  done.  Is  it  to  be  an  Univerfal 
Work,  fo  muft  it  alfb  agree  with  the  Univerfal  Work 
of  this  world  We  fee  daily  how  that  the  warm 
Sun  caufing  its  beams  to  defeend  downwards  upon 
the  Globe  of  the  Earth,  caufeth  all  Vegitables  to 
grow  and  multiply,  and  not  onely  Vegetables,  but 
alfb  Animals  and  Minerals,  as  Flato  witnelfeth  in 
thefe  words  :  Lhe  Sun  and  Man  generate  Man,  So 
that  the  oftener  the  beams  of  the  Sun  doth  draw 
up  the  moifture  of  the  Earth,  and  let  it  fall  down 
again  in  Rain,  by  fb  much  the  more  it  maketh  the 
dry  Earth  fruitfull ,  by  which  means  the  Fruits  of 
the  Earth  fprout  forth  fafter,  ripen,  and  multiply  ; 
becaufe  the  moifture  when  drawn  up  in  the  day¬ 
time  by  the  Sun-beams ,  always  leaveth  behind  it  its 
fruitfull  Salt,  which  it  had  attraded  from  the  Air, 
in  the  bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  is  ftill  again  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  influences  of  the  Heavens ;  for  with¬ 
out  the  Air,  nothing  can  live,  encreafe,  or  multiply, 
the  which  Hermes  frifimegifius  hath  very  well  given 
to  underftand,  when  he  faith  all  which  is  above,  is 
alfb  below,  by  which  wonderfull  things  are  brought 
forth  ;  the  Sun  is  its  Father,  the  Moon  its  Mother, 
the  Wind  carrieth  it  in  its  belly,  the  Earth  hath  con¬ 
ceived  it  and  brought  it  forth,  and  is  its  nurfe,  by 
continual  afeending  and  defeending  it  hath  obtained 
its  force,  and  its  vertue  is  compleat,  when  it  is 
tranfehanged  into  Earth,  &c.  Here  Hermes  gives 
fufficiently  to  underftand,  that  the  volatile  matter 
of  the  Stone  is  elevated  from  the  bottom  of  the  Vef- 
'fel  to  the  middle  region  of  the  Air,  and  muft  again 
defeend  to  the  Earth,  that  by  its  continual  amend¬ 
ing  and  defeending  it  may  be  made  to  live  and  en¬ 
creafe,  as  it  is  in  the  great  World.  But  how  to 
make  this  afeention  and  defeention  as  it  is  and  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  Philfophick  work,  is  not  permit¬ 
ted 
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ted  to  be  divulged  ;  but  it  is  more  than  enough  to 
difcover  and  allure  that  in  fuch  a  lecret  Furnace  and 
hidden  Fire,  the  volatile  Gold  of  the  Wife  may  be 
ripened  into  a  living  Medicine.  Amen. 


[Here  fliould  come  in  a  fmall  Treatife, 
entituled ,  The  Explication  of  Solo¬ 
mon  ^  IT ords  :  V  iz. 

IN  Words,  Herbs  and  Stones,  there  is  great  vertue. 

But  •mho  this  Solomon  mas^  ts  altogether  uncertain ; 
and,  the  'Treatife  it  felf  confifling  of  nothing  but  fabuloiis 
Stories  of  divers  Events^  which  followed  upon  the  ffeaf- 
ing  of  certain  words  at  divers  times ^  and  upon  divers 
occafionsy  and  containing  nothing  (  as  1  conceive  }  that 
wtU  be  ujefuU  either  for  a  Chriftiany  or  an  Artifiy  I 
think  fit  to  leave  it  oat ;  and  more  efpecialljy  becaufe 
this  freatife  is  wholly  foreign,  to  the  Authours  know¬ 
ledge  and  experiencOy  but  taken  upon  tnifi  (  as  to  matter 
of  fad  )  at  random  ,  and  from  others ,  which  is  difa- 
greeable  from  all  the  other  Writings  of  the  Authour. 
AH  that  I  think  worth  the  Tranfiating  is  fomewhat  re¬ 


lating  to  the  Colouring  of  Glafs  ;  which  take  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

V^With  one  pound  of  pure  Glafs,  mix  about  a  dram 
of  the  Aflies  of  Copper,  [or  Crocus  Veneris  and 
melt  them  together  in  a  ftror^  Fire ,  and  you’ll  find 
a  green  Glals,  refembling  tne  Onyx-fione.  In  like 
manner  alfo  a  whole  pound  of  Glals  is  made  like  to 
the  faireft  Saphire'y  if  a  dram  of  Cobolt  or  Bifmuthy 
melted,  be  added  to  the  Scoria  or  Drofs.  Likewife 
one  dram  of  the  Ruft  of  Iron  changeth  a  whole 
pound  of  Glafs  into  a  yellow  Stone,  emulating  an 
Hyacinth.  If  one  fhall  melt  a  dram  of  the  Tindure 
of  Gold,  or  of  the  Philofophers  Mercury,  extraded 
from  Gold  and  Silver,  with  a  pound  of  Glafs,  that 
Glafs  becometh  very  red,  like  a  Ruby  in  colour,  as  I 
my  felf  have  found.  But  if  any  fhall  be  fo  fortunate 
as  to  make  this  Glafs  hard,  as  well  as  of  a  beautifull 
colour,  he  will  need  to  take  but  little  pains  for  his 
living.  , 

There  is  a  (hort  Difcourfe  adjoyned  to  thisy  called.  The 
Quinteflence  of  Metals  ;  but  whatfoever  is  mentioned 
in  that,  is  contained  in  the  Fifth  Fart  of  the  Phar- 
macopoea  Spagyrica,  Book  of  Fires,  l^ok  of  Dia¬ 
logues,  d^c.J 
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I  .They  may  profitably  be  ufed  in  Medicine^  Alchymy^  and  other  Arts.' 


.r’\. 


Of  S  ULP  H 


That  Sulphur  one  of  the  Principal  Column t  of  Medicine,  and  alfoa  Primary  Part  of  the  Three 
Principles  oj  Metah,is  more  than fufficienily  manifefi  5  alfoyhat  in  it  is  reconde d  much  good,feveral 
Books  left  unto  us  (publijhed  by  Ancient  and  Modern  Authors)  do  clearly  witnefs.  But  thoje  Books, 
for  the  mojl  part,  all  of  them  are  obfcurely  written,  and  every  notable  and  moji  remarkable  thing 
is  by  them  both  concealed  and  manifejied.  Hence  it  was  moJi  ufual,  of  it  to  prepare  certain  Vulgar 
Medicaments',  as,  Yellow  Flowers,  d  White  Magiftery,  4  Red  Balfom,  and  an  Acid  Oyl 
per  Campan.  &c.  But  among  all  other,  Paracelfus  in  Writing  hath  moji  clearly  unveiled  the 
fame  5  yet  fo  warily,  as  few  could  perform  the  like,  although  many  diligently  fearched, 

Therefore,  fnce  the  Writings  of  this  snoji  highly  illuminated  Man  are  able  to  give  a  good  Tejiimonyof 
Truth  to  this  my  Work,,  I  thought  it  very  convenient,  to  infert  a  part  of  the  beji  of  his  Writings  in 
this  fmaU  Treatife  of  mine ,  whence  it  will  appear,  how  our  Art  is  carried  on  and  Augmented  Tearly. 
The  Words  of  Paracelfus  are  thefe  which  follow. 


Of  SVLPHVR. 

GO  D  hath  created  Bitumen,  endued  with 
many  rare  and  admirable  Virtues ,  not 
only  conducent  for  the  neceflary  ufe  of  a 
ThjJician,  willing  and  ready  to  heal  the 
Sick,  but  alfo  for  the  vaft  Phantafy  and  Operation  of 
Chymiftry.  Befidcs,  in  it  are  many  other  Virtues, 
which  wonderfully  difeover  therafelves  by  Sulphur, 
becaule  it  is  the  true  Bitumen.  Wherefore  I  thought 


it  worth  my  while,  not  only  to  deferibe  the  Medicinal 
Virtues  of  Sulphur,  but  allb  the  Chymical,  and  many 
other  aflbeiated  Virtues  of  the  lame,  in  every  dthcr 
ProfelTion  and  Bufinels,  >■  . 

It  is  to  be  bwned,  that  many  things  have  been  writ 
of  Sulphur  V  but  the  true  Foundation  of  the  true  Vir¬ 
tues  thereof,  hath  Icarcely  yet  by  any  Man  been  ex-^ 
a<ftiy  enough  touched  or  prbppled.  But  thofe  Wri¬ 
ters  are  to  be  blamed,  who  would  defcribe  all  things, 
of  Which  they  have  no  iinderltandingi  becaufe,  in  foi 

A  doing, 


Of  the  ‘Three  Principles 


Palt  Ill. 


doing,  they  did  indeed  compofe  and  preferibe  (bme- 
what^  but  nothing  fundamentally,  or  according  to 
its  genuine  Dilpofition  and  Property,  as  in  Writing 
and  Dcfcribing  is  requilite.  For  in  truth,  they  them- 
felves  underftood  not,  yet  (through  their  ambitions 
Haughtinefs)  they  would  compofe  Books,  conlifiing  of 
Letters  only,  without  Soul  or  Spirit.  But  I,  as  One 


our 


experienced,  prelent  you  ray  Experience  Sulph 
in  all  things,  wz;..  What  Sulphur  is  with  refpefb  to 
Medicine^  Jlchymy^  and  all  other  alTociated  Artifices. 
Therefore  know  ye,  thatin  (but  it  is  in  GOD 

only  tohinderj  are  wonderful,  and  thole  fo  admirably 
famous.  Things,  as  thence  the  natural  Light  of  Man 
may  derive  Caufe  enough  for  Wonder :  Or  elfe,  ( if 
GOD  prohibit  not)  the  Fault  is  in  the  Artift’s  hand¬ 
ling  iti  \vhich  is  a  thing  very  probable.  For,  when 
every  bablingSophifter  thinks  himfelf  a  Phyfician,  and 
every  Finical  Fellow  will  be  accounted  a  Chymilt 
then  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  Arts  can  never  be  rightly 
expofed  to  publick  view.  But  howfoever  the  Matter  is, 
the  Foundation  lyes  here :  In  Sulphur  (for  either  Fa¬ 
culty)  are  infited  fo  great  Aremums  and  Powers,  as 
almoft  no  Man  can  throughly  exhaufl;  them  j  and  alfo 
fo  great  virtues,  as  will  caufe  admiration  m  every  Man. 
For  in  very  cfeed,  according  t^  the  Experience  of  all 
Men,  (in  either  Faculty)  ther»  are  fo  many  things  wor¬ 
thy  of  Note^  Becaufe  in  Sulphur  is' fuch  an  Efficacy,  as 
few  like  unto  it  are  given,  nor  in  Chymjlry  and  Afedl- 
cine  can  its  fecond  be  found.  Yet  Arifiotk  defames 
that,  faying,  Tranfmutation  of  Species  emmot  he.  But 
Sulphur  fuffers Tranfmutation:  Which  is  fufficiept  to 
prove,  that  Ariflotk  (if  he  were  now  liviiig)  ''niight  be 
convinced  of  his  Folly,  even  by  Women. 

No  Phyfician  orChymift  fhould  convert  Sulphur  to 
his  Ufes,  according  as  it  is  found  in  itfelf^  butfepa- 
rated  into  its  Arcanum ^  and  purely  freed  and  cleanfed 
from  all  Impurities,  until  it  is  fb  purely  clean,  as  its 
Virtue  exceeds  the  whitenefs  of  Snow.  HyJJopus^  that 
is^  the-.^rf  &f  Separating,  doth  this  j  it  was  anciently 
called  HyJJdpaica,  in  Alchymy  and  every  Separation. 
Yet  Sulphur  is  of  admirable  for  its  vulgar  Bufineflb, 
or  common  Artifices.  NoW,  that  I  may  more  accu¬ 
rately  explain  to  your  Comprehenfion,  I  will  firft 
diftinguifli  it  according  to  its  Nature.  For  it  is  not 
produced  from  one  Matrix^  but  from  many.  Where¬ 
fore  alfb,  it  acquires  divers  Operations,  that  is,  hath 
in  it  lelf  various  affedions,  not  one  difpofition  only, 
but  peculiar  peculiarly.  And  that  the  Phyfician  may 
rot  err,  I  will  here  prefent  to  him  the  Nature  of  that 
Sulphur,  which  is  heft  for  his  ufe  in  Medicine  j  alfo  to 
the  Chymifl-,1  will  exhibit  the  difpofition  ofthar,which 
is  profitable  in  Alchymy  ^  and  lallly,  I  will  Ihew,  how 
far  it  is  conducent  for  every  common  Bufinefs,  There¬ 
fore  the  Inftrudion  being  firft  premifed,  its  ufe  fliall  be 
fuperadded,  not  only  in  Medicine  and. Alchymy,  but 
alfb  in  other  common  Vocations  ^  that  every  Man  in 
hisown.t^peration  may  know,how  to  ufe  and  apply  the 
fame,  wMiout  miftakc  orError, 

Touching  t\\o  Embry onate  Sulphur  of  Metals,  'viz,, 
what  is  invifibly  contained  in  it,  thus  take  it:  That  ^ 
in  Difeafes  doth  fo  admicahly  conferve  -aoclreftore  its 
own  Member,  as  it  manifefts  the  Members  to  ftand  in 
need  of  a  Mineral  Medicament  only,  and.  no  other. 
Hence  the  ^  of  ©  is  conducent  for  the  Heart,  of  D 
for  the  Brain,  of  ?  for  the  Reins,  of  T?  for  the  Spleen, 
of  $  for  the  Gall,  of  j).  for  the  Liver,  and  ^  for  the 
Lungs, 

Alfb  there  is  found  a  kind  of  Emhryonate  Sulphur  in 
Wood :  But  that  ^  is  Fire  only,  which  no  Man  can 
preferve  in  its  Life  and  Eflence  otherwUe  than  in  the 


Wood,  with  which  it  palleth  away,  and  dyes.  Such 
is  the  ^  of  all  things  which  are  W  oody,  or  whatfo- 
ever  it  be,  that  is  plainly  reduced  hyFire  into  Afhes. 
This  ^  is  Vegetable,  but  not  fixed  nor  is  it  coudu- 
cible  for  any  tiling  at  all,  except  thofc  things,  which 
areto  be  prepared  by  Fire.  Now  be  it  known  to  you 
all,  that  that  ^  indicates  the  Virtues  of  other  Sulphurs, 
this  way  :  As  Fire  devoureth  all  things,  fo  every  ^  is 
aninvilible  Fire,  which  doth  invifibly  abfume  Difeafes 
fo,  as  Fire  vifibly  confumes  Wood.  Wherefore  the 
\^^lcment  of  Fire  h  a  fingular  Arcanum  in  all  Difeafes, 
'^He  that  wants  this  Element  of  Fire  among  his  Secret  ^ 
Medicines,  ought  not  in  any  wife  aferibe  to  himfelf  the 
Name  of  a  Phyfician-,  nor  can  he  fiievv  himfelf  an  Expert 
Phyfician,  but  is  rather  an  Erroneous  Operator,  and  a 
PNObber  of  the  Sick,  further  I  Fay,  ^  is  the  Element 
of  Fire,  and  if  any  one  would  have  it  exercife  the  fa¬ 
culties  of  a  Medicine,  let  him  take  care  to  volatilize 
it  fo,  as  it  may  vanifh  like  a  Flame  ^  that  is,  let  it  be 
fo  fubtilized,  as  it  may  recede  from  its  own  Body,  and 
the  Body  be  feparated  from  it :  For  the  Body  is  not 
the  Element  of  Fire.  Sulphur ,  rendred  thus  Subtile 
and  Volatile,  is  the  Conlumer  of  what  is  to  be  con- 
fumed  ,  that  is,  what  is  not  fixed  in  Nature,  fo  Dif. 
eafes  are  not  fixed,  but  the  Body  is  fixed  againft  the 
Element.  And  the  Element  of  Fire  is  only  adverfe  to 
that,  which  is  not  fixed  againft  it,  that  is,  adverfe  to 
Difieafies.  Now  .would  Pfieudophyjicians  fo  Order  the  v 
matter,  as  our  Philofbphy  might  find  place,  and  re¬ 
ceive  Encreafe  in  the  Schools  ot  Pbyjicians,_  the  Trifle.? 
and  Impertinencies  of  Humorifts  ( wfio, grope  in  Me-  ^ 
dicine  as  a  Blind  Man,  that  knows  hot  which  way  he 
goes)  being  totally  rcjefled,  many  Homicides,  daily 
perpetrated  by  their  Rafhnefs,  would  be  prevented. 
In  the  mean  while, fince  they  are  Men  of  no  Confcience, 
what  can  you  do,  but  leave  them  to  their  own  per- 
verfenefs  ?  He  that  is  defifous  to  aft  as  a  true  Phyfictan, 
let  him  feek  the  Virtues  of  Elements  in  Natural  things  j 
there  he  will  both  find  the  Truth,  and  a  Remedy' 
againfttheDifeafesof  theSick. 

There  is  a4:wofold  kind  of  Embryonate  one 
fixed,  but  notwithftanding  made  Volatile  y  the  other, 
pure  Fire  *,  that  is,  one  is  Living  Fire,  the  other  Infen- 
fible  Firej  yet  both  the  Senfible  and  Infenfible  are  exer- 
cifed  in  like  Confummation  ^  viz,,  one  in  Wood,  the 
other  in  Difeafes.  Every. Man,  affefting  the  Health  of* 
others ,  might  by  thele  few  words  be  ftifficiently  in- 
ftrufted,  if  .GOD  withftand  not  his.  Endeavours; 
but  1  judge  every  Man  lhall  hot  be  made  Wealthy , 
beeahle  GOD  well  knows,  why  he  hath  given  the 
Goat  .10  fliort  a  Tayl.  For  fince  Riches  do  very  often 
feduce  Poor  Men,  caufe  them  to  put  off  the  Habit  of 
Humility  and  Modefty, and  transform  them  into  proud 
and  infolent  Animals;  therefore  itasmore  fafe  to  keep 
filence,  and  leave  every  one  to  his  own  poor  eftate,  ( 

Now  know  ye,  touching  Sulphur  and  its  Species; 
what  the  Nature,  Property  and  Eftence,  of  the  fame 
is,  Wholbever  ffiall  attempt  to  dclcribe  Sulphur  in  a 
•molt  accurate  manner,  (  as  is  fit,  though  not  expe¬ 
dient)  will  have  need  of  abundance  of  Paper.  But 
for  handling  a  judicious  ChymicaF Operator  and 
Experienced  Artift  is  required  ;  fuch  a  'one  Ihould  be 
very  expert  and  foUdly  grounded  in  hjs  Art,  no  Airy- 
Talkative  Perlbn,  whole  Art  confifts  in  Lip-labour 
only  •  but  one,  that  proves  himfelf  an  Artift  by  the 
Labour  of  his  hands :  For  fuch  a  Man  will  be  able  to 
extraft  from  ^  more  wonderful  Arcanums,  than  any 
Man  can  deferibe  with  his  Pen.  But,  he  that  knows 
nothing  of  Sulphur,  knows  nothing  at  all,'  nor  is  ic 
convenient,  he  Ihould  fay  any  thing,  cither  in  Medi¬ 
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cine,  or  in  Philofophy,  touching  any  of  the  Secrets 
of  Nature. 


Of  the  Z)fe  of  thk  Element  of  Fire ,  which  Pa- 
racelfus  hath  fo  earnefly  commended  to  all 
Fhj/fcians. 

Flrft,  this  Tindure  of  ^  may  be  exhibited  in  all 
Difeales,  for  comforting  the  Brain,  Heart,  and 
all  the  Internal  Members  o£  the  Body ,  becaufe  it  is 
famoufly  fubtil,  favoury,  and  fweet  •,  and  is  a  Medi¬ 
cine  moll  excellent,  efpecially  in  Afleds  of  the  Lungs. 
Airo,ic  is  the  moft:  penetrating  of  falutiferous  Balfbms, 
for  curing  every  Body  internally  hurt,  and  for  rello- 
ring  all  vitiated  Members  to  their  priftine  Sanity  •  in 
fo  much,  as,  in  this  refped,  you  can  fcarcely  find  any 
other  Remedy^  fecond  to  this  in  Virtue.  Therefore  it 
may  very  well  ferve  inllead  of  Aimim  potabile  ]  but  in 
lirey  Difeafes,  it  mult  be  warily  adminiftred.  This 
Efience  of  ^  ftrengthens  weak  Stomachs,  and  gets  a 
good  Digeftion.  In  a  word,  in  all  Diflempers  what- 
foever,  except  Burning  Feavers,  it  may  be  fafely 
ufed. 

Note :  If  any  one  fhall  extrad  a  red  Tindure  from 
fixed  ^  rubifyed, he  will  enjoy  a  moft  prelent  Remedy, 
not  only  for  Men,  but  alfo  for  fome  Metals ;  namely, 
for  tinging  d  and  §  into  0.  This  is  that,  which  Pa- 
racelfm  commended  to  all  the  Rivals  or  Sons  of  Art 
lb  highly,  that  I  thought  1  Ihould  do  very  well  here 
to  fubjoyn  his  own  Words,  as  they  are  written. 

■  Mortification  of  Sulphur  is  made,  when  its  combuf- 
tible  and  fetid  Humidity  is  taken  away  from  it,  and 
the  ^  reduced  to  a  fixed  Subftance ,  which  is  done 
thus. 

0  5i.  Common  yellow  ,  which  reduce  to  a  fine 
Powder,  and  from  it  three  times  abftrad  a  moft  ftrong 
Aqua  Fortts\  then  the  ^  remaining  in  the  bottom,  will 
be  of  a  black  Colour.  This  edulcorate  with  fweet 
Water,  and  fo  oft  diftil  the  Water  thence,  as  until 
the  Water  come  off  wholly  fweet,  and  fmells  not  at 
all  of  Sulphur.  Then  take  that  Sulphur,  and  rever¬ 
berate  it  in  a  clofe  Reverberatory,  like  Antimony, 
In  Reverberating,  it  will  fhew  it  felf ,  Firft,  White  ^ 
Secondly,  Yellow;  and  Thirdly,  Red;  as  Cinnabar. 
Having  brought  it  to  this  pals ,  thou  mayft  rejoyce ; 
for  that  is  the  beginning  of  thy  Riches.  For  this  Re¬ 
verberated  Sulphur  in  Tinging,  renders  every  Silver 
into  the  beft  Gold,  and  the  Humane  Body  into  perfeeft 
Health,  more  excellently  than  can  be  deferibed.  Of 
ib  great  Virtue  is  this  reverberated  and  fixed  Sul¬ 
phur,  &C.  ' 

Elfcwhere,  Paracelfm  writes  of  the  Tranfmutation 
of  Metals  and  Gems,  thus :  As  you  now  have  feen  a 
very  brief  way  of  fome  peculiar  Tranfmutations  of 
Metals  i  fb  here  further  know  ye,  touching  the  Tranf 
mutations  of  Gems ,  that  is,  of  fmall  Stones,  that  of 
fuch  Tranfmutations  alfo  there  are  various  ways,  fbme 
of  which  notwithftanding  feem  in  no  wife  adverfe  to 
others.  For  you  fee  how  potent  a  Tranfmutation  of 
Gems  lyes  in  the  Oyl  of  Sulphur.  Every  Cryftal, 
that  is  left  in  that  Oyl  for  fbme  time,  is  tinged  and 
tranfmuted,  and  may  by  graduation  with  diftinift  Co¬ 
lours  be  fb  exalted,  as  to  exceed  a  Natural  Jacyntl^ 
Granate^  or  Ruby., 

Paracelfm  here  teacheth  the  fixation  of  ^ ,  if  a  moft 
fharp  Aqua  Fortis  be  feveral  times  abftrafted  from  the 
fame,reauced  to  a  fine  Powder.  But  that  way  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  will  profit  nothing,  becaufe  Aqua  Fortis  is 


not  capable  of  any  Ingrefs  into  the  ^  ,  becaufe  that  is 
fi  I'ft  to  be  procured  by  ^Its ,  as  we  above  taught.  For 
then  the  Artift’s  Endeavour  will  fuccecd  well,  and  the 

in  Abftraftionof  th^AquaFcrtis  be  fixed,  and  alfo 
wax  white:  But  Rednefs  is  afterward  given  to  it  in  aa 
open  Fire,  or  Fire  of  Reverberation.  And  it  will  ne¬ 
ver  wax  red  in  a  clofe  Vcfiel,  how  long  foever  it  Hands 
in  the  Fire.  And  when  it  is  thus  Red,  every  common 
Spirit  of  Wine  extradls  not  its  Tindure,  becaufe  it 
hath  not  ingrefs  into  it.  But  the  fixed  red  ^  muft-r 
firft  be  melted  with  fixed  Salt  of  Tartar  in  a  very 
ftrong  Fire.  That  way  is  given  to  it  fuch  an  Ingrefs; 
as  any  Spirit  of  Wine  can  extrabl:  from  it  its  Tindure. 
For  otherwife  you  fhall  labour  in  vain.  Paracelftts  in¬ 
tended  rather  to  keep  this  Experiment  to  himfelf  only, 
than  to  expofe  it  to  the  ufe  of  the  ungrateful  Vulgar 
Sort,  But  no  Man  hath  caufe  to  wonder,  why  I  now 
am  defirous  to  difeover  the  fame  openly,  fince  I  have 
peculiar  Reafons  of  this  Publication,  an  account  of 
which  I  am  not  bound  to  render  to  any  Man.  It  is 
fufficient  to  any  grateful-minded  Man ,  that  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  publickly  to  difeover  that  Secret. 

This  fixed  Tindure  of  ^  is  in  Medicine  much  more 
efficacious,  than  the  Element  of  Fire,  deferibed  by 
Paracelfm.  For  That  is  only  extraded  from  a  Volatile 
Sulphur ;  but  This  is  fixed ;  and  is  alfo  of  power  fuffi¬ 
cient  tq  cure  the  fixed  Difeafes  of  Men,  as  well  as  Me¬ 
tals.  The  Volatile  Tindure,  or  Element  of  Fire,  as 
it  is  called  by  Parecelfm,  is  otherwife  alfo  famoufly  con¬ 
ducent  for  External  Ufes.  All  affeds  of  the  Skin,  as 
Scabs,  and  the  like,  are  cured  by  the  help  of  that.  Alfo 
to  every  Wine  it  is  a  prefent  Medicine.  For  if  any  one 
put  a  little  of  it  into  a  Cask  of  Wine,  the  Wine  ac¬ 
quires  a  grateful  Taft  and  Odour,  and  will  be  fb  com¬ 
forted,  as  not  eafily  to  admit  of  changing  or  peri  filing, 
as  otherwife  is  wont  to  happen  to  common  Rhenilh 
Wine.  I  did  indeed,  for  tryal-fake,  pour  fbme  of  this 
into  divers  Wines,  and  found  it  fo  in  very  deed.  Fori 
put  one  or  two  drops  of  our  Element  pf  Fire  into  feve¬ 
ral  open  Cups  filled  with  Wine;  and  I  daily  obferved 
them,  until  I  found,  that  that  Wine,  in  which  none 
of  the  Element  of  Fire  was  put,  did  in  two  or  three 
days  contrad  a  fliraynefs ;  but  thofe,  in  which  a  little 
of  the  Element  of  Fire  had  been  mixed,  flood  airnoft 
three  Weeks,  before  they  began  to  contrad  the  like. 
Which  bufinefs  of  Wine ,  if  any  Man  well  confider, 
he  may  find  out  the  way,  how,  by  the  benefit  of  th'S 
Art  only,  far  more  eafily  to  acquire  fufficient  Gain 
for  daily  Suftenance,  than  otherwife  by  the  perillous 
ways  of  Merchandife.  Wherefore  ,  whqfoever  is 
defirous  of  enjoying  Profit  in  Wines,  let  him  always 
take  care  continually  to  have  ready  prepared  by  him 
a  good  Sal  mirabile.,  gnd  reduce  Sulphur  into  a  red 
firey  Stone ;  otherwife  he  will  lofe  ffiis  Labour  and 
Coft,  which,  by  way  of  Admonition,  I  was  not  wil^ 
ling  to  pafs  over  in  filence.  Therefore  I  muft  fay,witll 
Paracelfm.,  that  all  thofe  Phyficians  and  Chymifts  are 
not  of  the  beft  Fame,  who  have  the  Gift  of  Glorious 
Eloquence;  but  thofe  only,  who  have  learned  theic 
Underftanding  by  long  ufe  of  Fire;  and  whilft  elabo¬ 
rating  Subjects,  to  be  prepared,  do  well  know,  what 
Ihould  be  added  and  fubftradled,according  as  the  Ope-, 
ration  of  every  thing  requires. 

Since  wenow  know,  what  Paracelfus  taught  touching, 
the  fixation  of  ^  ,  and  alfo  the  profitable  ufe  thereof 
in  Medicine  and  Alchymy»  it  yvill  in  no  wife  be  im¬ 
pertinent  in  this  place  to  infert,  what  Bafilim  hatK 
written  touching  the  fame;  that  by  his  Words  every 
Man  may  the  better  difeern,  that  my  fixation  of 
which  1  have  deferibed  to  be  made  by  the  help  of  Salt 
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JV/Yre,  differs  not  from  the  Writings  of  other  Philo- 
fophers;  fpeaking  of  Salt  Nitre.^  The  aforeiaid 
lltts.  (who,  in  many  places  of  his  Writings,  mentioned 
thefiktionof  ^  by  help  of  Salt  Nitre,  butobkurely 
enough)  among  other  things,  thus  writes. 

[_Here  Salt  Nitre  is  introduced,  fpeaking  of  himfelf 
and  to  birnf’lf  onlji  ] 

Sulphur  indeed  is  my  nkfl;  mortal  Enemy ,  and  he  is 
alfo  my  bell:  Friend :  For  when  we  both  are  joyned 
together  in  Wedlock,  and  cur  Mariiage  celebrated  in 
hS,  fo,  as  we  both  fweat  well  together-,  then  we  lhall 
fo  put  off  all  Impurities  from  us,  as  in  our  dead  Bodies 
may  be  found  thegreatellTrealures,  and  of  us  be  pro- 
genited  wealthy  Children,  (Sue.  By  which  words, 
Bafilias  intimates ,  that  Salt  Nitre,  by  the  Contadt  of 
is  inflamed,  and,  as  by  an  Enemy,  wholly  burnt  up 
and  reduced  to  nothing^  and  therefore  is  accounted 
its  greateft  Enemy,  But  if  Salt  Nitre,  in  forni  of  an 
oiaua  Fortis,  be  aflbciated  to  and  render  it  fixed 
and  confiant  in  Fire  *,  they  then  become  the  greateft 
Friends,  and  from  them  both  are  procreated  Rich 
Children.  Therefore  whofoever  is  defirous  to  obtain 
fuch  Children,  let  him  bend  all  his  thoughts  to  the 
matter  it  felf,  and  diligently  fearch  for  he  may  find, 
if  G  O  D  be  pleafed  to  indulge  him  and  permit  the 

fame.  .  .  r  /v  i 

Whatfoever  Paracelfus  hath  here  writ  of  $ ,  he 

hath  undoubtedly  writ  plain  enough ,  fo  as  Credit 
may  fafely  be  given  to  his  Writings.  For  that  what 
he  faith  is  not  from  the  purpofe.  Every  Man  may  he 
informed  by  thefefew  words,  &c.  Certainly  he,  had  he 
•not  dreaded  the  impiety  of  the  World,  would  much 
more  evidently  have  explained  this,  and  by  that  means 
he  would  have  helped  the  Necefiity  of  many  but 
the  notorious  Ingratitude  of  the  World  deterred  the 
Man. 

Allb  Paracelfus  admirably  dilcourleth  of  the  Ele¬ 
ment  of  Fire,  how  excellent  a  Medicine  it  is,  as  I  my 
felf  have  experienced ,  and  lhall  further  in  time  to 
come  (if  G  O  D  permit) .  In  like  manner,  the  fame 
Man  makes  mention  of  the  noble  Hyffopaick  Art,  by 
the  help  of  which,  ancient  Philofophers  did,  with 
their  own  hands,  make  black  ^  white  as  Snow,  fix  it, 
and  by  the  benefit  thereof,  do  great  Miracles  in  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Alchymy.  This  Art,  (with  Grief  be  it  fpo- 
ken)  by  the  negligence  and  injury  of  former  times,  was 
gradually  loft  ‘,  which  notwithftanding ,  from  the 
Caves  of  Silence,  and,  as  it  were,  lying  in  Darknels, 
this  my  fmall  T reatife  will  again  bring  to  Light. 

The  prophet  David  feems  to  have  fome  knowledge 
of  this  Royal  Art^  for  when  he  faw  his  Sins  before 
GOD,  had  (as it  were)  contraded  the  blacknefs  of 
a  Coal ,  he  thus  implores  the  Divine  Mercy ;  Sprinkle 
me,  O  LORD,  withHyjJop,  that  1  may  he- white:  for, 
by  thy  well-waflnng  of  me,  I  fall  become  whiter  than 
Snow.  Whence  it  is  fufficiently  manifeft,  that  David 
craved  not  the  well  known  Kitchin-Herb,  Hyfop,  to 
be  wafiied  with ,  becaufe  that  could  not  help  him  j 
but  he  fpake  Metaphorically,  and  requefted  that  his 
Sins  (by  the  great  blacknefs  of  which,  he  believed 
his  Soul  to  be  infedled  before  GOD)  might  be  par¬ 
doned,  and  he  received  into  Divine  Favour,  and  never 
be  driven  from  the  face  of  GOD  to  Eternity. 

Likewife,  there  is  no  Community  between  the 
black,  grOiS,  and  combuftible  ^  of  Wood,  and  the 
pure,  fixed  and  incombuftible  ^  of  Gold :  For  as  long 
as  black  ^  keeps  its  combuftible  difpolition,  it  is  re- 
fufed  by  the  other,  as  abhorring  the  familiar  Society 


of  fo  fiinking  and  fordid  a  Guefi.  But  as  foon  as 
that  Ethiopia-n,  by  afiifiance  of  the  mofi  noble  Hyjjb- 
p.iick  Art,  lhall  be  waffled  white  as  Snow,  and  ren- 
dred  conitant  in  Fire,  then  it  is  readily  received  into 
Communion  by  the  ©,  and  of  both  is  made  one  Tinc¬ 
ture,  by  help  of  which,  other  Metals  are  reduced  to 
the  Perfection  of  Gold-,  as  a  little  after  fliall  be 
fliewed  more  at  large.  Yet  I  will  firfi  briefly  note  the 
difference  of  ^ ,  according  to  my  Experience;  which 
is  indeed  not  very  necefiary,  becaule  Paraceljus  hath 
done  it.  Nevcrtheiels,  I  am  very  willing  to  fubjbyii 
thefefew  things.  ,  , 

Ancient  Philofophers,  as  often  asthey  in  tlieir  Wri¬ 
tings  treated  of  the  Original  and  Beginning  of  Metals, 
placed  the  Foundation  of  their  Allertion  in  Demogor- 
iron-,  viv.  That  he  was  the  Grand-father  of  all  Metals 
and  Minerals,  who,  dwelling  in  the  Center  of  the 
Earth,  was  cloathed  with  a  bright-red  Cloak.  But 
properly,  Demogorgon  is  the  Central  Fire  continually' 
burning,  and  a  Subtile  Spirit  of  diftilling  it  felf 
through  the  paflages  of  the  Earth.  If  this  firey  Spirit 
in  its  afeent  finds  a  Commodious  Cavern,  or  Flumid 
Place,  in'  which  it  may  abide it  is  immediately  there 
coagulated  into  a  Mercurial  Water,  and  by  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Fire’s  continual  Codion,  in  length  of  time, ripened 
into  Metals  and  Minerals.  But  the  afeending  Spirit 
of  ^  ,  which  finds  no  Seat  for  its  Abode,  afeends 
hig^r  and  higher,  until  it  comes  to  the  Superficies 
of  the  Earth  i  into  which,  when  nioyftened  with  Rain, 
itthruftsitlelf;  and  from  the  Ground  grows  upward 
into  the  Air,  in  the  form  of  vafi  Bufhes  and  Trees  ^  in 
which  Plants  and  green  Trees,  is  found  fuch  a  ^  as  is 
in  Minerals  j  (yet  this  is  not  found  fo  fixed,  as  that  in 
Metals,)  becaufe  all  things  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth, 
are  generated  according  to  the  Influence  of  the  Stars, 
and  there  coagulated  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
place  into  thefc  or  thofe  Metals.  Let  him,  who  is  de-' 
firous  to  be  taught  more  at  large  touching  thefe,  con- 
fult  thofe  Philofophers,  by  whom  the  fame  are  plainly 
enough  deferibed.  If  the  pleafure  of  Operating  in¬ 
duce  any  one  to  fet  about  this  Work,  he  may  make 
choice  of  the  ^  he  judgeth  molt  futable  to  his  In¬ 
tention. 

Now  behold  the  Method,  in  which,  by  the  benefit 
of  the  moft  ancient  Hyffopaick  Art ,  black  ^  is  by  a 
dexterous  waffling  turned  into  white,  rendred  fixed 
and  conftant  in  Fire,  and  by  Reverberation  tranR 
muted  into  Rednefs,  and  thenceforth  ufed  as  a  Medi¬ 
cine  of  Humane  and  Metallick  Bodies  wanting  melio¬ 
ration,  and  that  with  notable  profit. 


Here  is  frefented,  firji,  the  Method  of  Wafhiftg 
Blacl{_Su\^h\iv  fo,  as  it  becomes  very  White, 

THe  worthy  Paracelfus  doth  briefly  indeed  delcribe 
the  method  of  whitening  and  rubifying  but 
what  was  moft  conducent  thereunto ,  he  conceal¬ 
ed  ;  viz,,  that  way  of  Preparation ,  without  which 
no  AiptM  Fortis  can  have  ingrefs  for  Waffling  and 
Fixing.  My  purpofe  is  in  this  place,  for  the  lake 
of  the  Searchers  of  Art,  to  publifh  this, Secret  in 
plain  Words.  This  may  be  done  many  ways,  as  will 
appear  by  the  following, 

•  One  part  of  the  Terreftrial  Sulphur  of  Pit- 
coals  ,  or  of  the  Vegetable  Sulphur  of  Wood-coals  ^ 
with  which,  reduced  to  Powder,  mix  two  or  three 
parts  of  our  Sal  Mirabile,  prepared  of  Oyl  of  Vitriol 

and  Common  Salt.  Which  mixture  put  into  a  Crucible, 

and 
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and  lec  the  Crucible  covered  iii  a  Wind-Furnace  for 
melting.  There  the  Sal  Mirabile^  by  its  Acrimony, 
preys  upon  the  and  diflblvesiti  and  thence  iri^kes 
a  Red  Stone,  which,  by  pouring  Water  on,  you  may 
diflblve,  Filtre,  and  again  Coagulate,  into  a  Red  Salt 
or  Stone.  And  thus  the  ^,byhelp  of  the  Sal  Mirabile, 
through  one  only  abftradion  of  a  (harp  Acjua  Fort/s^ 
will  be  fo  habile,  as  it  may  eafily  be  made  white  with 
wafliing,  and  alfb  be  fixed  fo,  astofuftain  the  force  of 
Fire,  according  to  this  following 

Procefs, 

i 

Of  this  Red  Sulphureous  Salt,  ib )-  and  upon  it, 
in  a  ftrong  Body  of  Glals,  pour  ib  iij.  of  moft  (harp 
Aqua  Fonts:  Yet  not  all  at  once,  but  leifurely,  and  at 
times  ^  becau(e  the  Sal  Mirabile  with  the  ^  lol'eth 
its  Acidity,  and  becomes  Alcalifate,  and  therefore  fo 
inimical  to  the  Aqua  Fortts,  as  it  impetuoufly  refills 
the  fame.  Therefore  let  him,  that  is  ignorant  of 
this,  be  very  wary,  left  all  that  is  contained  in  the 
Veflel  fly  away,  or  the  Glafs,  through  too  much  heat, 
burft  in  funder.  For  this  caufe,  proceed  leifurely, 
and  operate  according  to  the  Rules  of  Art,  that  your 
Endeavour  may  be  fortunate.  For,  in  a  way  contrary 
to  this,  you  can  find  nothing,  but  Damage  and  Trou¬ 
ble.  As  often  as  you  put  in  znyAqua  Ffiyf»',pre(ently 
put  on  the  Head,  becaule  it  will  fuddenly  and  haftily 
^me,  and  lb  caule  damage  ^  to  prevent  which,  after 
1  had  liiftained  feveral  Lofles,  I  at  length,  againft  fuch 
Exhalations,  found  this  Remedy. 

In  the  Top  of  the  Alembick  I  caufed  a  Imall  hole  to 
be  made,  tlurough  which  I  put  a  little  T unnel  of  Glals, 
and  luted  it  on.  So  loon  as  I  had  pot  the  prepared  ^ 
into  the  Body,  and  luted  the  Head  and  Receiver  to  It 
aptly,  I  through  that  little  Tunnel 
•  Half  Ounces,  poured  at  one  time  two  or  three  *  Lo- 
tones  of  Aqua  Fortis,  and  prefently 
flopped  the  Pipe  with  Paper  then  immediately  af¬ 
ter  great  Ebullition,  (by  its  own  Virtue,  without  any 
external  Fire)  the  fubtil  Soul  of  ^  alcended  in  a  red 
form.  Soon  after,  I  poured  on  more  and 

left  it  to  its  own  operation.  This  I  did  fo  long,  and 
lb  often,as  until  I  had  put  in  lb  iij.  of  Aqua  Fartis,  upon 
'  lb  j.  of  the  prepared  When  you  have  thus  done, 
you  may  adminifter  Fire  externally  to  your  Matter 
in  the  Glals  Body  placed  in  Sand,  for  lo  the  Aqua 
Fortis  will  the  more  virtually  aft  upon  the  ^ ,  and 
will  all  afeend  red  in  Colour  •,  but  the  ^  will  remain 
with  the  Sal  Mirabile  in  the  bottom  of  the  Veflel  fixed, 
•white,  and  able  to  liiftain  the  force  of  Fire  lb,  as  it 
feems  almoft  incredible,  that  fuch  a  Subftance,  eafie 
to  be  enflamed  and  burnt,  Ihould  in  a  few  hours  fpace 
be  exalted  to  lb  great  Fixation  and  Conllancy.  The 
Diftillation  ended,  and  Glades  cooled,  take  up  the 
Body  out  of  the  Sand,  and  thence  take  out  the  Salt 
with  the  fixed  ^ ;  and  to  diflblve  the  Sal  Mirabile 
from  it,  pour  on  as  much  Common  Water  as  lhall  be 
fufficient.  After  extraft ion  of  the  Sak,the  fixed  white 
^  muft  be  dryed,  and  kept  fufficiently  hot  in  a  Cru¬ 
cible  in  an  open  Fire,  until  the  ^  remains  fixed,  totally 
white,  and  able  to  abide  the  Examen  of  Fire.  Then 
is  it  fit  to  be  referved  for  fuch  Ufes,  as  you  lhall  learn 
by  the  following 

Note :  If  the  Sal  Mirabile,  together  with  the  Aqm 
Fanis,  lhall  be  purified,  then  the  fixed  after  Edul- 
coration,  will  be  white  as  Snow.  But  on  the  contrary, 
if  yon  do  not  well  filtre  the  ^  with  the  Sal  Mirabile, 
and  allb  cleanfe  not  the  Aqua  Fortis  ^  the  ^  will  not 
come  forth  of  a  Snow-like  Colour,  as  you  may  eafily 


conjefture.  Wherefore,  whofbever  would  have  a 
Snow-white  he  muft  warily  prbceed,  and  purely 
operate,  in  all  parts  of  his  Work.  In  Medicine,  and 
the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  ^  deftitute  of  white- 
nels,  will  lerve  well  enough  •,  but  if  you  would  apply 
it  to  luch  IKes,  aS  neceflarily  require  a  Snow-white 
Colbur,  you  had  need,  to  proceed  warily,  according 
p  the  Prfefcripts  of  Art,  For  it  is  of  great  Concern 
in  every  Work,  to  know,  whether  the  fixed  ^  Ihould 
have  a  White  or  an  Afh-Colouri  as  in  the  following 
lhall  be  Ihewed  more  at  large. 

Moreover,  it  is  highly  neceflary  to  be  known,  that 
that  Aqua  Fortis,  which  was  poured  upon  the  prepared 
and  feparated  fronl  it  by  Diftillation,  is  no  more 
to  be  reputed  XZomxrioxi  Aqua  Fortis,  For  although  it 
aftends  Red,  yet  that  Rednels  dilappears  in  a  day  ot 
two,  and  the  Aqua  Fortis  fhews  it  felf  limpid  and  clear 
again ;  in  fo  much,  as  it  can  ftarcely  be  thought  by 
any  Man,  that  any  eminent  Virtue  is  latent  in  that  red 
Aqua  Fortis  changing  again  into  whitenels.  Which 
kind  of  Ignorance  did  notably  hurt  me,  whilft  I  per- 
luaded  my  lelf,  that  fuch  an  Aqua  Fortis  could  not  be 
effeftual  for  any  other  ule,  or  for  the  fame,  again. 
But  afterward,  when  I  was  feized  with  a  defire  Of 
fearching,  whence  that  Rednefs  Ihould  proceed,  and 
why  it  again  difappeared ;  I  reftified  a  pound  of  fuch 
Aqua  Forth,  in  a  clean  Glafs  Body,  to  know,  whether, 
that  Rednefs  would  remain  behind,  and  no  other  thaii 
tho  Aqua  Forth  fxm'^lQ  afeend^  and,  by  tryal,  I  found, 
that  no  Rednefs  would  afeend,  but  in  that  ReftificatiOn 
it  leparated  it  lelf  from  the  Aqua  Forth,  and  refided  in 
the  bottom  in  the  form  of  Powder,  white  as  Snow. 
Having  done  this ,  I  tryed ,  whether  the  fame  White 
Powder  were  fixed,  and  I  found  it  to  be  as  fixed ^  as  Gold 
it  felf^  yet  had  noingrels  into  Metals,  but  remained 
like  a  white  Earth  conftant  in  Fire.  Hence  I  wa^ 
feized  with  the  delight  of  thinking,  what  eminent  vir¬ 
tue  might  be  latent  in  this  Snow-like  Powder.  Where¬ 
fore  I  again  and  again  made  like  Tryals,  and  ftill  found 
the  fame.  Whence  a  great  Light  difeovered  it  felf  to 
me,  by  which  I  perceived,  that  in  the  vehement  Aftion 
of  the  Aqua  Forth,  in  diflblving  the  prepared  ^ ,  the 
moft  clean  Soul  of  the  ^  alcended  with  the  Aqua  Forth, 
yet  in  a  very  fmall  quantity :  For  out  of  ib  j.  of  fuch 
I  had  not  above  eight  or  ten  Grains  of  this  Soul  of 
^  left  behind.  Which  thing,  at  firft,  didnotpleafe 
me  very  well,  becaufe  the  fmalnefs  of  its  weight  feemed 
of  no  value  with  me.  But  having  made  a  more  exaft 
Tryal,  I  found  this  Snow-like  Powder  to  be  a  moft 
excellent  Medicine  in  feveral  Curable  Difeafes  of  the 
Humane  Body ,  and  a  true  Tinfture  for  Correfting 
Metals  V  and  therefore  afterward  I  efteemed  it  far 
more  than  before  j  and  this  Ib  noble  white  Tinfture, 
I,  by  the  help  of  Art,  united  with  Gold,  (which  is  a 
thing  not  difficult  to  be  done  by  a  skilful  man)  and  Ib 
found,  that  this  laudable  Tinfture,  although  Ib  very 
white,  might,  with  o,  in  a  fmall  Fire,  be  exalted  untd 
Rednels,  and  be  of  more  value  than  all  the  ^  remain¬ 
ing;  although  that  is  an  hundred- fold  more  ponde¬ 
rous,  than  this  that  alcended.  Yet  the  Ule  and  Fruit 
of  Both,  we  will  a  little  after  Ihew  more  at  large. 

Theft  may  fuffice  to  be  offered  here ,  touching  the 
way  of  Whitening ,  Exalting  and  Fixing,  common, 
black,  filthy,  fugitive,  and  combuftible  Sulphur,  till  it 
is  able  to  fiiftain  the  torture  of  Fire.  But  before  we 
proceed  to  the  Uft  of  this  whitened  and  fixed  we 
will  here  flicw  certain  other  ways  of  whitening  and 
fixing  every  combuftible  Sulphur. 


'Aaa* 
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Of  the  l^hrcc  Principles 


J-,iother  wayjf  Fixing  Sulphur. 

Vi.  One,  two,  or  three  fr.  of  common  yellow  ^ 
reduced  to  Powder;,  upon  this,  in  a  glazed  Earthen 
Pot,  pour  four,  fix,  or  nine  ib.  of  a  ftrong  Lixivium.^ 
made  of  Lime  or  U'ood-Allies,  in  which,  you  mult  lo 
long  boyl  the  with  continual  Itirring  of  it,  as  until 
the  Lixivium  hath  diflolved  as  much  of  the  as  is 
poflible.  Then  decant  it  off,  and  pour  on  frelhL/A;/- 
that  the  fame  may  alfo  diliolve  as  much  as  it 
can^  repeating  the  fame  Labour  till  all  the  ^  (hall  be 
diflolved.  Which  Solutions,  if  you  filtre  and  coagu¬ 
late  into  a  Red  Stone  or  Salt,  the  Sulphur  will  be  lb 
habile,  as  it  may,  by  the  help  of  j^qua  Forth^hz  wafhed 
and  finxed* 

Another  ii'ay  of  Fixing  Sulphur. 

V 

biflblve  ^  in  a  Lixivium.^  and  put  that  Solution  in 
a  diafs  Body,  upon  which  fet  an  Alembick,  with  an 
Tole  on  the  Top  to  put  a  Tunnel  through,  as  before 
Taid,  and  adjoyn  and  lute  a  Receiver  thereto.  Then 
through  the  Funnel  pour  in  leifurely  and  by  degrees  fo 
much  Oyi  of  Vitriol,  as  until  the  mortification  of 
both  is  perceived,  no  more  ebullition  is  cauled,  but 
all  aeftion  each  upon  other  ceafeth.  This  being  done, 
adminifter  Fire  by  degrees,  and  a  fubtile  Spirit  of  Vi¬ 
triol  w'ill  alcend,  which  performs  wonders  m  Medicine 
znAAlchymy^  becaufe  it  contains  Spiritual  o  in  it  felf, 
and  may  be  very  much  fubtilized  by  Rcftification.  In 
'Taffe,  it  differs  little  from  the  Tafte  of  Spirit  of 
Urine-,  only  that  it  is  more  grateful  to  the  Palate, 
and  for  every  life  more  efficacious  than  Spirit  of  Sal 
Armoniach.  or  Urine ;  Allb  from  it  the  Tindure  may 
be  feparated,  as  wc  will  fliew  here  following. 

The  Salt,  remaining  in  the  bottom  of  the  Glals, 
mult:  be  taken  out,  and  by  fufion  in  a  Crucible  turned 
into  a  Red  Stone,  which  fuffers  it  lelf,  pr  /e,  to  be 
fixed  in  the  Crucible  in  a  ffiort  time.  By  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  this  Sulphur,  all  Metals  may  particularly  be 
amended  with  great  profit.  If  any  one  purpofeth  to 
ufe  the  fame  Univerfally,  let  him  pulverize  this  fixed 
Red  and  from  itextrad  a  blood-red  Tindure  with 
\Spirit  of  Wine  :  For  this  Tindure  is  eafilyextraded, 
and  by  Taracelfus  is  c&Wtd.,  The  Element  of  Fire^  and 
was  by  him  highly  efteemed.  Undoubtedly  the  chief 
Reafon  why  this  Philofopher  called  it  The  Element  of 
.Fire ,  was ,  becaufc  in  the  Operation  he  vifibly  dil- 
cerned  four  Elements.  Tor,  the  Extradion  ended , 
(which  may  be  abfblved  in  24  Hours)  on  the  top  is  a 
beautiful  Red  Ruby-like  Tindure,  under  which  is  a 
white  Liquor,  and  in  the  bottom  an  Affi-like  Earth. 
The  little  Skin  leparatingtheTindure  from  the  white 
Water,  is  taken  for  the  Air.  Therefore  this  way  al¬ 
ternately  ,  the  four  Elements  prelent  themfelves  to 
fight  in  the  Glals  without  confufion  ^  lb  as  although 
you  fliake  them  together  an  hundred  times  in  an  hour, 
yet  they  will  never  be  mixed,  but  after  that  agitation’ 
every  of  them  recovers  its  priftine  Station.  The 
fruitful  Fife  of  this  Element  of  Fire  ^  lhall  be  further 
.fpoken  of  afterward. 

Note :  As  we  have  here  now  taught  the  way  of 
'waffling  and  fixing  common  Yellow  and  the  black 

of  Pit- coals  and  Wood;  even  Fo  may  the  ^  of 
Antimony.,  Vitriof  Aurifigment ^  and  Other  Minerals, 
be  whitened  and  fixed. 

But  the  method,  by  which  ^  is  extraded  from  Me¬ 
tals  and  Stones,  fliall  (GOD  willing)  be  ffiewed  in  a 
peculiar  Chapter.  In  the  mean  while,  here  is  declared, 


il 

Tht  Ufe  cf  oar  Fixed  Sulphur,  and.,fiyf.,  in  xVTdxine,  | 

Firft,  this  A  whitened  by  Lotions  and  fixed,  is  a  I 
molt  e.xcelienc  Bez.oardick,  and  much  more  fa  e  in-its  I 
Life,  than  the  Oriental  Bezocr.,  winch  is  Ibid  indeed  I 
for  a  greater  price,  yet  never  ddeovers  any  vilible  and  I 
fenlible  Effed.  On  the  contrary ,  our  deler-  I 
vediy  is  preferred  before  it,  cfpeciaffy  in  the  Pefti-  I 
Jence,  and  all  other  Difeafes,  v\hcre  Sweating  is  need- 
lul. 

Alfo,  in  all  Affieds  of  the  Lungs,  it  fields  more  l 
Comfort  and  Relief,  than  all  other  Medicaments,  which 
arc  prepared  ot  ^  not  coded  nor  fixed ,  but  only  ^ 
crude.  Likewile,  to  Men  of  every  Age,  whole  weak  i 
Stomachs  are  proffrated  by  an  heap  of  aqueouS^and 
vifcotis  Humors,  it  is  a  prdent  Remedy  y  becaufe  by  its 
drynefs  it  totally  abfiimes  all  Phlegraatick  lupcrfluous 
Humidities,  and  perfedly  rcltorCs  the  Stomach.  What  ^ 
lhall  I  fay  ?  It  may  in  a  Ipecial  manner  be  commended,  ] 
as  a  Cordial  and  excellent  Confortative  againit  the  im-  , 
becillity  of  Age.  And  outwardly,  it  may  Teive  for  a  j 
moff;  excellent  Cofraetick ;  and,  in  like  manner,  by  the 
Spagyrick  Art,  be  reduced  into  an  admirable  fweet 
Oyl,  by  the  benefit  of  which,  the  yellow  and  blackilh  I 
Skin  of  Women  may  be  tinged  with  a  beautiTul  white 
Colour :  Not  like  any  other  vulgar  Cofmetick,  which 
doth  indeed  whiten  the  Skin,  but  chat  may  again  be 
vvalhed  off  with  Water*,  not  fo,  I  fay,  but  in  fuch 
a  manner, as  the  Skin,  thus  elegantly  tinged,  can  in  no 
wife  be  waffled  oil  again.  Yet  in  length  of  time,  that  5 
whitenefs  of  the  Tindure  will  wear  away,  and  the  3 
Skin  recover  its  native  blackilh  Yellownefs ;  Wherefore  ] 
it  mull  be  tinged  again,  as  often  as  lhall  be  needful.  J 
Whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  fuch  a  Tindure  is  admi-  1 
rably  uleful  in  beautifying  rich  Virgins,  and  curious  1 
Matrons.  •  ? 

Moreover,  this  Oyl  of  Talk  is  efficacioufly  preva¬ 
lent  in  curing  fuch  Affieds  of  the  Skin,  as  are  called. 
Impetigo^ s..  Serpigoes,  and  Lichene’ s'j  al fb  Scrophulous 
Tumors  riling  about  the  Nole,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
Face,  and  proceeding  from  an  inflammation  of  the 
Liver.  This  Oyl  takes  away  all  liich  cutaneous  Vices, 
and  beautifies  and  heals  the  deformed  Skin,  reftoring  it 
to  its  native  Colour. 

The  life  of  the  fame  in  Chymtjlry. 

Fixed  as  well  in  the  humid,  as  in  the  dry  way, 
tranfmutes  iraperfed  Metals  into  o  and  V.  Moll:  rea¬ 
dily  hand  in  the  humid  way;  and  moff:  eafily<Jand' 

21,  in  the  dry  way.  From  every  i)  it  feparates  0  by  1 
fermentation.  If  it  be  added  to  prepared  Metals,  the 
fame  Metals  diftilled  by  Retort  give  forth  from  them¬ 
felves  living  Mercury,  which  permits  itfelf  to  be  fixed 
with  Q  into  a  tinging  Stone.  Whenfoever  old  Demo- 
gorgon,^  or  thi  Grandfather  of  Metals ,  through  his 
extream  Age,  decays  in  ffirength,  and  waxeth  bald, 
he  devours  his  youngefl:  Son,  whereby  he  is  lb  greatly  i 

comforted,  as  he  is  able  to  give  to  all  his  Sons  and  | 

Servants  golden  Crowns.  '  ■ 

*  *  \ 

Notet  You  are  to  underftand  the  devouring  of  the  , 
Son  to  be,  when  old  fixed  fwallows  and  devours 
crude  and  not  fixed  and  thereby  acquires  to  it  lelf 
Flux  and  Ingrefs,  by  the  help  of  a  certain  Minifter, 
who  moft  diligently  watcheth  his  Sepulchre  lb  long, 
as  until  Father  and  Son  (or  the  fixed  and  fufible)  Be 
mortified,  and  rife  together  renovated, 

Alfo 


Part  UK  -  Of  PETALS. 


Alfo  from  our  'Hoary  headed  Den7cgargov,  of  exaft 
Age,  by  the  addition  of  other  Matters,is  made 
*A7ni!I.  a  moft  whitc^^w/TK/feTw,  in  the  acquifitionof 
which, do  greatly  delight-,  becaufe 
tliey  can  adorn  their  Artifices  therewith. 

Behold  /  frefentyotf  the  “way  of  Opening  and  Conjlituting 
a  perpetual  Metallurgy  of  ©  and  D. 


We  above  taught,  that  ^  (  after  it  is  walhed  into 
r  a  Snowy  whitenefs,  and  alfo  lo  fixed,  as  it  is  able  to 

i  fuftain  the  Examen  of  Fire  )  was  endued  with  power 

1  of  amending  all  Metals.  For  the  whitened  by 

;  Gradation,  turns  them  into  3),  and  the  Rubifyed  into 

©.  But  here  a  great  Obltacle  is  wont  to  intervene,  fo 
as  this  Work  of  fo  great  profit,  cannot  eafily  obtain 
its  EfTeft,  anfwerable  to  the  Wi(h  of  every  operating 
Chymifl;  ^  wit,,  becaufe  by  Fixation  the  ^  isfo  totally 
i  deprived  of  its  Fatnefs,  penetrating  Power,  and  eafy 
I  Flux,  as  it  degenerates  (as  it  were)  into  a  dead  Earth, 
which,^er  fe-t  alPne  loves  not  to  enter  into  any  Meta), 
but  choofeth  firft  to  have  Ingrefs  duly  prepared  for  it 
by  the  help  of  other  Fufibles,  fuch  are  vulgar,  imma¬ 
ture,  and  combuftible’ Sulphur,  or  Antimony,  which 
do  indeed  penetrate  the  dead  and  render  it  fo  fu- 
lible,  as  it  is  capable  of  Ingrefs  into  Metals. 

But  fince  fuch  combuftible  ^  or  j,is  fo  very  noxious 
to  Metals ,  as  it  makes  them  black ,  volatile ,  and 
brittle,  and  fo  commonly  doth  as  much  hurt  as  good ; 
therefore  we,  not  approving  of  fuch  an  Ingrels,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  find  out  a  better.  Indeed',  although 
every  may  another  way  be  fo  fixed,  and  rubifyed, 
without  the  help  of  Aepua  Fortis,  as  to  retain  its  own 
Ingrefs  i  yet  fuch  a  fixation  (though  eafily  done,  and 
requires  little  Charge}  cannot  be  compleated  without 
a  very  long  time.  I  intend  to  deferibe  this  way  of 
Fixing  ^  but  firft  Ihal)  be  fliewed  the  method  of  pro¬ 
curing  a  fafe  Ingrefs  to  this  fixed  ^  by  a  whitening 
A<]ua  E'orta, 

Firft,  we  taught,  the  ^  was  to  be  reduced  by  our 
^al  Mirahile^  then  that  a  moft  fharp  A^^ua  Fortts  was 
td  be  abftraded  from  it,  and  after  Abftradion  the 
■Sal  Mirabile  to  be  leparated  from  the  white  fixed  ^ 
.by  common  Water,  that  the  ^  might  be  dulcifyed  and 
rendred  fit  for  Medicinal  Ufes.  Now  I  teach,  that 
the  ^  fixed  by  A^ua  Forth  is  not  to  be  edulcorated, 
but  the  Sal  Mirabile  to  be  left  with  it^  being  that, 
which  prepares  Flux  and  Ingrels  for  its  penetration 
into  Metals,  inlbmuch  as  Neceffity  now  urgeth  us  to 
•‘feek  a  better  Ingrels,  viz,,  this  way  > 


Above ,  where  we  treated  of  the  way  of  fixing  Sul- 
1  phur,  we  taught,  that  after  it  was  reduced  by  Sal 

I  Mirabile.^  a  moft  lharp  Ayua  Fortis  was  to  be  poured 

I  upon  it,  and  thence  to  be  abftraded,  and  that  in  the 

I  time  of  Abftradion,  a  little  Volatile  ^  would  alfo 

f  afeend  with  the  Ayua  Forth,  whence  the  Ayua  Forth 

»  waxed  Red,  and  that  liich  a  Rednefs  might  be  fepa- 

t  rated  from  the  Ayua  Forth,  in  form  of  a  fixed  Powder 

i  white  as  Snow,  which  might  be  ufed  in  Medicine  and 

f  I  Alchytny  with  great  profit.  Yea,  luch  a  fixed  ^  white 
}  as  Snow,  doth  not  only  lerve  for  an  admirable  Cofme- 
I  tick;  but  allb  this  fmall  Quantity  of  ^  deferves  to  be 
i  highly  commended  by  Phyficians,  as  a  moft  excellent 
1  Diaphoretick,  the  like  of  which  you  can  no  where  find. 

' !  For  indeed,  Oriental..Bf3io<rr  is  not  comparable  to  this 


y 

of  ours.  Our  Bezoar  is  the  true  Unicorn’s  Horn  of 
the  ancient  Philolbphers.  This  our  Philofophick  Uni¬ 
corn,  is  that  moft  potent,  hoary,  and  aged,  King  of 
the  World,  who,  as  foon  as  he  hath  devoured  his  young 
Son,  encreafeth  in  ftrength  fo  admirably,  as  he  tranfr 
forms  his  Gray  Hairs  into  Red,  and  triumphs  in  his 
being  able  to  give  to  all  his  Servants  golden  Crowns, 
and  allb  to  make  them  Kings,  For  he  is  no  more 
fuch  as  he  was,  viz  Venom, ov  Black  blacker  than  Blacky 
or  a  wild  and  horrible  Bea^  in  the  Wood  font  is  changed 
into  our  Oriental  Bezoar,  White  whiter  than  Waite, 
Univerlal  Treacle,  &c.  So  great  a  power  doth  he  pof 
fels,  after  he  hath  been  prepared  according  to  the 
Method  above  preferi bed. 

If  any  one  be  defiroUs  to  exalt  the  Faculties  of  this 
he  will  not  lofe  his  Labour,  if  before  fixation  he 
dilTolve  o  in  Ayna  Regis,  and  pour  this  Solution  of  © 
upon  the  inftead  of  nnotheiAcpua  Forth-,  and  ab- 
ftrad  it  from  thence  again.  For  lb  doing,  not  only 
the  ©  re^ns  fixed  with  the  ^ ,  and  gives  Ingrels 
unto  it  BK  alfo  the  Ayua  Regis,  or  Spirit  and  Salt  of 
the  World,  with  the  Snow-like  Soul  of  will  carry 
with  themlelves  over  the  Helm  the  clean  Soul  of  ©, 
and  lb  produce  a  far  more  excellent  Medicine,  than  if 
only  the  Soul  of  ^  did  alcend  alone;  as  every  Man 
may  eafily  conje<fture.  But  if  any  one  is  defirous  to 
operate  better,  he  may,  if  he  wiil,  diflblve  the  Gold 
allb  in  a  Crucible,  together  with  the  Sulphureous  Sal 
Mirabile  -,  and  prefently  after  abftrad  from  it  a  moft 
fharp  Aytta  Fortis  which  way  the  ©  is  fo  much  the 
better  united  with  the  Although  I  could  difeo- 
vermuch  more  touching  this  way  of  Operating,  yet 
fince  (becaufe  I  have  publifhed  already  as  much  as  is 
fit)  no  Neceffity  obligeth  me  to  fuch  a  publication,  I 
will  forbear  to  Ipcak  further  hereabout. 

The  way  of  bringing  this  fixed  Snow-like  ^  to 
Rednefs ,  the  hmdnbleF aracelfm  here  teacheth ;  viz. 
that  it  muft  be  made  Red  by  a  flaming  Fire,  Yet  it 
muft  not  be  covered ,  ( as  he  mentions )  but  open : 
For  this  way  it  will  wax  Red,  otherwife  it  would  remain 
White.  Now,  that  to  which  you  add  ©,  needs  no 
Reverberation  becaufe  by  the  ©  it  is  turned  into  a 
purple  Colour,  andthe.©it  lelf,  by  help  of  the  fixed 
^ ,  becomes  irreducible,  and  pafleth  into  TinTure, 
and  fo  needs  no  further  Exaltation.  Therefore  to 
whomfbever  GOD  fhall  be  lb  propitious,  as  to  give 
him  this  Salt  of  Metals,  together  with  the  knowledge 
of  conjoyning  it  with  the  Red  Soul  of  ^  and  ©  whid^ 
afeends,  be  will  fhew  himfelf  both  in  Medicine  and 
Chymifry  a  principal  Mailer :  But  wholbever  is  fo  blind, 
ignorant,  and  witlels,  as  he  cannot  difeern  what  I  have 
here  fo  largely  treated  of,  fuch  a  Man  affuredly  labours 
with  an  uncurable  Blindnefs,  fo  as  you  cannot  recover 
his  Health,  although  you  fhouldput  double  Spedlacles 
on  his  Nofe.  Now  to  deferibe  the  method  of  fixing 
^  fo,  as  it  may  retain  its  Ingrefs,  wherewith  to  pe¬ 
netrate  into  Metals,  Lpurpofe  not  in  this  place  •  but 
it  fhall  (GOD  willing)  be  deferibed,  where  we  treat 
of  our  Secret  Sal  Armoniack.  Here  follows, 

The  vaay  of  Preparing  a  perpetual  Metallurgy  of  O  and 
d,  by  the  help  of  Fixed  Sulphuri 

Let  the  Benevolent  Reader  know,  I  do  not  affirm, 
that  all  whatloever  I  fhall  here  write  touching  the  per¬ 
petual  Metallurgy,  I  my  felf  have  tryed,  or  took  care 
to  fee  elaborated.  For  the  fixation  of  ^  hath  not  been 
known  to  me  above  two  or  three  Years,  during  which 
time ,  I  have  been  for  the  moft  part  diftempered  in 
my  Body  fo  far,  as  I  had  fcarcely  ftrength  enough  fo 

pro-. 


The  "ivay  of  adding  to  Fixed  ^  a  Ferment,  by  the  benefit 
of  which,  is  acofuired  Ingrefs  into  Metals ,  penetra¬ 
tive,  and  amending  the  fame. 
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profecute  my  more  fecret  y^rcamm*s,which  are  far  more 
dear  to  me,  than  any  fixed  ^  can  be.  Yet,  in  the 
mean  while ,  I  could  not  choofe  but  employ  niy 
Thoughts  upon  fuch  a  Method ,  which  being  found, 
any  one  might,  by  the  help  of  fixed  reap  a  gain¬ 
ful  Crop  of  Fruit  from  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals. 

To  accomplilh  this,  I  could  find  no  way  more  eafy, 
than  for  a  Man,  of  Elixi viaC  Aflies  (not  of  Bones,  but; 
of  Wood,  well  fifted ,  to  make  large  CineritUtms  or 
Tefts,  in  Iron  Molds  fit  for  the  purpole,  and  with  that 
Wood-Alh,  mix  a  final!  part  of  the  fixed  ^  ^  and 
then  take  care  to  cupellate  Silver  mixt  with  Copper, 
(with  the  due  addition  of  Lead)  according  to  the 
common  method  of  Art,  upon  fiich  Tefts.  For  thus, 
the  D  will  be  purifyed ,  and  the  J  and  T?  pafs  into  the 
Teft,  as  is  otherwife  wont  to  happen  in  all  other  puri- 
fyings  of  Silver.  Thefe  Tefts,  (which  you  may  keep 
by  you,  until  you  have  a  fufficient  Qiiantity)  in  the 
yfoal  manner  put  into  a  melting  Fornace ,  that  in  a 
itrong  Fire  the  5  and  b,  which  paffed  ii^the  Teft, 
may  co-unite  with  the  fixed  ^ ,  and  fb  ™ra(ft  it  to 
themfelves,  as  they  may  come  forth  impregnated  with 
D  and  0.  Now  if  this  Coppery  b  be  cupellated  on 
fuch  a  Teft  prepared  with  the  o  and  D  will  remain 
upon  the  Teft,  and  the  b  and  as  happened  before, 
will  pafs  into  the  Teft.  And  if  yon  again  proceed 
with  them  as  before,  infallibly  (by  fuch  a  way  of  Cu 
pellating)  you  will,  with  the  help  of  fixed  from  b 

and  $  acquire  gradually  a  Quantity  of  g  and  d  not  to 
be  contemned.  By  this  way  of  Operating,  in  all  thofe 
Regions,  where  Coals  are  cheap,  a  Man  may  get  a 
competent  Livelyhood.  For  althongh  in  Cnpellating 
there  is  fome  lofs  of  the  b  and  J,  they  turning  into 
Scoria's-^  yet  this  fmall  lofs,  in  thefe  poorMrtals,  is 
nothing,  in  comparifon  of  the  great  Gain,  which  may 
be  expeded  from  the  more  Rich.  I  reckon, this  Ope¬ 
ration  of  Cu  pellating  cofts  no  more  than  the  price  of 
the  Coals  •,  for  the  damage  made  in  b  and  J  is  richly 
recompehfed  by  the  g  and  D  acquired.  I  was  willing 
to  communicate  this  to  the  Lovers  of  Art,  Therefore, 
if  there  be  any  Curious  Refiners,  to  whom  this  Pro- 
cefs  is  pleafing,  let  them  put  it  to  the  Tryal  ^  if  they 
will  not,  'tis  all  one  to  me :  For  1  will  make  noTrya 
in  fuch  Works,  as  require  a  Man  ftrong  and  patien : 
to  labour  in  the  Fire.  In  the  mean  while,  I  doubt 
not,  but  there  will  be  fbme,  who  will  amply  encrcafe 
their  Fortunes  thereby  i  upon  whole  Endeavours, 
pray  for  the  Divine  Bleffing,  and  offer  to  their  Confi. 
deration  this  ancient  Proverb,  By  Saturn  and Mars^  by 
Fire  and  Art,  a  Treajhfe  ts  found.  Mars  is  fixed  Sulphur : 
Much  might  be  laid  for5ar«r«alfb;  but  that  is  ootfb 
conducent  as  fixed  which  is  much  purer  than  rude 
Iron,  as  Experience  teacheth. 

Touching  the  further  oft  of  fixed  ^  in  theEmen- 
dation  of  Metals,  and  that  in  an  humid  way,  by  fixing 
and  graduating  Aaua  Fonts'* s.  the  Acrimony  or  Cor- 
rofive  Power  t)f  which,  is  firft  fo  broken  by  the  help 
of  fixed  as  they  do  not  difiblve,  but  only  -pene¬ 
trate  them,  and  deduce  them  to  an  higher  degree,  and, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  tinge  the  fame  into 
whitenefs  or  rednefs. 

It  is  known  tons,  that  nothing  tingeth  but  ^  only-, 
and  that,  according  to  its  Nature,  into  rednefs  or 
Whitenefs,  both  in  the  humid  and  dry  way.  In  the  dry 
way,  the  ^  muft  of  neceflity  be  fb  fixed  and  fufible, 
as  being  caft  upon  the  Metal  ia  flux,  it  may  penetrate 
into  it,  as  Oyl  into  a  dry  Skin.  You  have  already 
heard,  that  in  fixation  by  Forfar,,  from  the  ^is 
’lb  'taken  away  its  Ingreft,  eafy  Fufion  and  Me(allick 
Fatnefs,  as  it  rather  feeaidth  like  a  dry  Barth,  than  a 


Metallick  S'jbftance ;  in  fo  much,  as  unto  k  cannot  be 
procured  a  ready  Ingrefs  into  Metals,  unlefs  by  fome 
ingular  Art  and  Inciuftry.  Such  an  Ingrefs  cannot  be 
given  to  fixed  ^  in  a  better  way,  than  by  Mercurial 
mundifyed  Metals,  vtz,.  by  q  and  i;,  and  indeed  ,o 
unto  Rednefs,  but  K  unto  Whitenefs.  If  you  would 
proceed  more  dexteroufly,  you  muft  legitimately  unite 
fixed  ^  with  the  Salt  of  Metals^  then  will  be  acquired 
Ingrefs  into  all  Metals,  as  hereafter  in  the  Defeription 
of  the  Salt  of  Philojophers  fhall  be  ften.  But  if  For¬ 
tune  fhall  fb  favour  any  Man,  as  he  can  find  out  fuch  a 
Water,  as  is  endued  with  the  power  of  difiblving  fixed 

he  will  enjoy  fo  potent  a  Gradatory  Wacer,  as 
will  convert  black  Leprous  b  into  molt  white  pure  D ; 
And  not  only  b ,  but  alfo  ^  ,  J,  and  $  ^  yet  f?  moft 
readily.  Touching  fuch  a  Gradatory  Water,  (as  far 
as  I  have  learned  by  Experience)  thus  take  it:  Every 
^  whitened  and  fixed  by  wafhing  amends  Metals  ^  but 
how  it  fhould  have  and  acquire  Ingrefs  into  them,  is  not 
known.  Therefore,  as  it  is  the  part  of  Art  and  In- 
duftry  to  procure  to  fixed  ^  a  dry  Ingrefs ;  fo  allb  it 
is  no  lefs  the  Work  of  Art  and  Induftry  to  convert 
fixed  ^  into  a  Wacer,  by  which,  vile  Metals  may  be 
exalted  to  a  more  excellent  degree  of  Gold  and  Silver. 
Therefore,  let  him,  who  intends  to  convert  fixed  ^ 
into  Water,  obferve,  that  this  Water  muft  not  be  fb 
ftrong  as  to  difiblve  Metals, but  favour  only  of  lb  ranch 
Acrimony  as  will  be  fufficient  to  penetrate  them,  and 
deduce  ^  into  an  humid  form,  viz,,  fuch  as  it  is  tinged 
with,  either  white  or  red,  according  as  the  Gradatory 
Water  fh'^1  be  made,  either  of  red  or  white 
Whofbever  well  underftands  how  to  change  fixed  ^ 
into  Water,  unto  him  will  be  opened  a  Compendious 
way  of  Graduating  vile  Metals  into  0  and  A».  Whkh 
Operation  is,  of  all,  the  moft  commodious  for  be- 
caufe  Aqua  Fortis  more  readily  preys  upon,  and  dit 
folves,  other  Metals  than  T?.  For  it  is  prejudicial  to 
difiblve  any,  becaitfe  in  Graduation  Metals  are  not  to 
be  difiblved,  but  only  to  be  penetrated,  with  conftr- 
vation  of  their  forms,  as  they  were  when  put  in,  and, 
without  any  diminution,  to  be  tranfmuted  into  better 
Metals  ^  which  in  T?  is  moft  eafy  to  be  done.  Yet  any 
Aqua  Fortis,  although  you  add  to  it  thrice  fb  muen 
Common  Water,  will  prey  upon  and  difiblve  T?,  34 , 2, 
and  ^ ,  which  is  a  thing  to  be  ftudioufly  avoided. 
Into  the  aforefaid  Gradatory  Water,  in  which  the 
fixed  ^  is,  caft  a  little  common  Salt,  AqUH 

Fortis  becomes  Enemy  to  the  Lead,  and  aflaults  it,  but 
indeed  only  to  penetrate,  (pot  to  difiblve  the  fame) 
and  to  introduce  the  fixed  After  the  Lead  hath- 
Iain  in  fuch  Water  about  14  Days,  it  will  fwell  and 
wax  white,  leaving  one  half  of  it  felf  upon  the  Cu¬ 
pel.  But  the  longer  it  fhall  lye  in  the  Gradatory  Wa¬ 
ter,  fo  much  the  more  amended  will  it  be. 

If  fixed  ^  could  as  eafily  be  turned  into  Gradatory 
Waters,  Yhe  fame  mayeafily  be  fixed  j  afluredly  in  the 
whole  World  there  would  be  no  one  particular  more 
defirable  than  this,  by  the  help -of  which,  great  Riches 
might  be  acquired.  For  this  lame  humid  Graduation 
requires  almoft  no  trouble  or  labour,  more  than  put¬ 
ting  filed  or  rafped  Lead  for  fome  time  into  the  Grada¬ 
tory  Water,  and  after  Gradation,  to  take  it  out  and 
cupellate  it  j  being  fuch  a  kind  of  Work,  as  by  Chy- 
mrfts  is  accounted  a  Childifh  Labour. 

But  to  know  and  be  able  to  convert  fixed  ^  into  a 
Gradatory  Water,  is  the  principal  Artificer  and  to 
participate  of  that,  all  diligence  muft  be  ufed  by  him, 
whofoever  he  be,  that  is  defiroustoreappleafantand 
profitable  Fruits  from  Ghymiftry.  What  do  you  de¬ 
fixe  ?  All  things  needful  to  be  fpoken,  cannot  clearly 
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be  explained  with  a  Pen  »  yet  if  any  one  (hall  ac¬ 
quire  the  Salt  of;  Metals,  he  may  ealily  fo  intro¬ 

duce  fixed  ^  into  Metals  by  that,  as  they  ^ 
amended  thereby.  Hitherto  I  have  plainly  enough  de- 
feribed  the  Fixatioti  of  and  prolixly  demonitramd, 
how  ingrefs  may  be  procured  to  it,  as  well  by  the  Hu¬ 
mid,  as  by  the  Dry  way.  Wherefore,  whofoever  (hall 
think  himfelf  concerned  herein,  let  him  follow  thefe 
Preferipts,  until  he  find  fo  much  Good,  as  the  favour 
of  G  O  D  will  grant  to  him.  For  the  All  of  our  hope 

depends  on  the  blelling  of  GOD. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  am  not  willing  to  conceal  frorn 
the  Searcher  of  Art,  tHis  one  only  Artificial  Manual 
Compendium,  of  converting  ^  eafily  into  a  Gradato- 
rv  Water.  We  above  faid,  Fortis  could  hnd  no 
iLrefs  for  it  felf  to  the  fixing  of  before  it  was 
procured  to  it  by  the  help  of  Sal  Mirabile,  Therefore, 
tince  the  way  of  preparing  Sal  JY/rj We  is  various, 
and  one  Salt  is  always  more  confiant  than  another  i 
great  Caution  muft  be  ufed,  that  the  Su  phur  be  fo 
handled  and  accommodated,  as  it  may  be  fuddenly 
diffolved  by  the  (harp  Fortify  ^nd  fo  not  be  pre¬ 
cipitated  into  a  white  Powder.  For  if  this  be  not  done, 
it  will  indeed  be  fixed  by  the  Ag^a  tortif, 
very  difficult  to  be  diffolved.  If  it  bewdl  djffolved 
the  fidf  time,  after  Fixation  it  will  be  cahly  diffolved. 
W'hich  is  a  thing  worthy  and  profitable  to  be  obfer- 
ved:  For  the  whole  hifige  of  Art  confifts  here. 
Therefore,  if  any  one  be  well  Skilled  in  Spagyrick 
Labours  of  Fire,  he  will  eafily  bring  this  ^refcript  to 
a  good  Effea^  but  if  he  be  not  fuch,  he  will  Labour 
in  vain,  and  lofe  his  Charges  •,  and  that  not  without 
tbe  good  Pleafurc  of  G  O  D,  who  Wills  not,  that  e- 
very  Man  (hould  be  made  Rich.  Nevcrthelefs,  if  any 
one,  with  an  indefatigable  ftudy  and  patience  of  Seafeh 

(hall  hit  the  Mark,  he  will  give  thanks  to  G  O  D  and 
to  me  :  If  not,  let  him  impute  the  Error  to  his  own 
unhappinefs,  fince  I  have  writ  fo  openly  and  clearly, 
as  no  Man  before  me  ever  did.  My  purpofc  is  m  this 
place  to  difeover  one  moft  excellent  Secret  ,  by  the 
Lncfit  of  which,  fiicd  ^  may  eafily  be  changed  in¬ 
to  a  Gradatory  Water,  and  that  the  following  way. 
TChoofe  fuch  as  unto  which  Nature  hath  gi^ven 
greater  Efficacy,  than  to  the  conunon  ^  fuch,  I 
fay,  as  is  in  a  fort  Mercurial,  and  in  which  fuch  begin- 
tiings  of  the  Operation  of  Nature  difeover  themfelves, 
as  thence  may  be  made  a  Metal  of  a  Golden  Difpofi- 
tion.  Such  a  Mercurial  ^  you  (hall  fcarcely  find  in 
all  the  Metallurgy  of  Gold  •,  and  that  naturally  Red 
both  internally  and  externally  i  and  is  otheiwife  called 
by  Paracelfus  Embryonate  Sulphur,  or  Cmaabarr^e  Sul¬ 
phur,  or  immature  mineral  Electrum  *,  but  by  Miners 
vulgarly  called  the  ¥  lower  of  Gold  :  Alfo  you  may  per¬ 
ceive  it  to  have  a  great  Communion  and  iimilitude 
with  Auripigment  and  Antimony,  This  Sulphur  is  Mer¬ 
curial,  and  toucheth  Metals  with  a  more  near  Arnni- 
tv  than  vulgar  fimple  ,  becaufe  after  Fixation  it 
is  eafie  to  be  diffolved,  and  before  Fixation  better  to 
be  wrought  upon  than  commoli  ^ ,  which  ^rtakes 
of  no  Mercury  And  this  ^  in  the  abfiradion  of 
Aqua  Fort'vi  gives  forth  more  of  a  beautiful  Tincture, 
than  any  other  common  Alfo  this  pure  Soul  may 
much  better  be  ufed  in  Medicine  and  in  Alchymy  ,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  both  Mercurial  and  of  greater  Efficacy,  than 

the  Soul  of  any  common  ,  r  c 

Mote:  Comn.on  is  not  fo  eafily  prepared  for  So¬ 
lution,  as  this  i  becaufe  it  is  Mercurial,  and 

hath  more  Communion  with  j 

folved  by  help  of  it.  And  after  it  is  diffolved,  m  the 
Difiijlatipp  it  gives  forth  papre  Soul,  and  the  fixed  ig, 


which  remains  in  the  bottom,  is  of  greater  Virtue  in 
Medicine  ,  than  the  other  of  common  4;.  For  by 
how  much  the  more  pernicious  Venome  it  was  before 
Fixation,  fo  much  the  more  Effit  aejous  Medtcine  doth 
it  become,  after  the  Venome  is  inverted  by  Fixation, 
and  converted  of  prepared  into  an  Antidote  or  Treacle. 
Such  ^  may  alfo  another  way,more  commodious,  than 
by  Sal  Mirabile,  be  prepared  for  eafie  Solution  ;  Which 
indeed  is  a  thing  of  great  moment,  and  worthy  to  be 

obferved.  , ,  ,  i  c 

This  ihort,  but  neceffary,  Admonition  I  thoi^ht 
good  to  fubjoyn  for  the  fake  of  the  Searchers  of  Art « 
to  the  end  it  might  be  known,  that  one  is  better 
than  another  for  preparing  the  aforefaid  Gradato^ 
Water.  Neverthelefs,  the  known  common  Sulphur,^ 
as  well  as  that  of  Wood,  is  fufficiently  conduciblc  to 
be  wafhed  and  fixed.  More  at  this  time  I  have  not 
to  advife.  In  the  meanwhile,  if  any  one  be  defirOus 
to  Labour ,  he  may  ingenioufly  fearch  out  all  things 
fit  for  his  Invention,  and  earnefily  ftfive  for  Riches. 
For  I,  without  Envy ,  cr  dofe  Concealment,  have 
fo  openly  fpoke  my  mind,  as  the  leaft  blame  cannot 
juftly  be  imputed  to  me.  But  to  prevent,  rhe  Infeli¬ 
city  of  thy  Error,  my  Reader,  I  could  not  do  better} 
than  I  have  here  done  by  Writing.  Let  it  not  be  te¬ 
dious  Co  The*  to  tread  in  our  Footfteps,  and  in  the 
Footfteps  pf  others,  fo  long*  as  until  you  can  attain 
to  a  fortunatp  inid  dcfirable  End  i  which  will  Crown 
your  Work  :  iivhich  Work,  by  Idlenefs  and  floath, 
together  witfi  fopinc  Ignorance,  can  never  be  accom- 
pliffied. 

Having  communicated  thefe  Gratis,  every  Man  may 
hence  fatisfie  his  Defircs  fo,  as  not  fo  trouble  me  fur¬ 
ther  with  his  Inquiries. 


J  CO^OLLARt 

WE,  in  this  fmall  Treatife,  have  plainlf  fhcwed 
the  Way  or  Method ,  by  which,  every  black 
Volatile  and  Combufiible  ^  may  in  the  fpace  of  one 
day  be  converted,  by  wafhing,  into  a  Snow-lir^e  Can¬ 
dor,  fixed  and  rendred  confiant  in  Fir6. 

Alfo  how,  in  Fixation,  the  Aqua  Fortis^  ^eing  ab- 
ftradted  from  the  Sulphur,  carries  with  it  felf  the  moft 
pure  Soul  of  the  SulpFur,  renders  it  fixed  and  ^dura-. 
bly  pernament  in  Fire  s  and  befides,  fo  ,is  not 
only  a  piefont  Remedy  for  expelling  Difeafes  moft 
grievous  in  the  humane  Body  •,  but  alfo,  that  it  is 
endued  with  the  Power  of  tranfmuting  imperfe<a  Me¬ 
tals  into  ©  and  D,  yet  parncularly  only,  being  defti- 
tute  of  fuch  as  can  fufficiently  extend  it  felf  in 

Likewife  we  have  taught,  how  to  the  mofe  gtoft 
part  of  the  which  remains  in  the  boitom,  ingrels 
may  be  procured  for  the  amending  of  Metals  with 
Profit,  both  in  the  humid  arid  the  dry  way. 

fafilv,  we  (hewed,  how  much  one  ^  wels  ano¬ 
ther,  and  fuch  ^  Was  to  be  accounted  more  excellent 
which  contained  in  it  felf  pure  ^  *,  and  that  elpecially 
to  be  the  moft  excellent,  which  before  Fixation  was 
judged  moft  venemous  v  and  that  for  this  Reafon,  viz. 
becaufe  every  Supream  Venome,  after  Preparttion,  will 
become  the  higheft  Medicament  ^  and  that  the  Me¬ 
lioration  ot  fuch  Sulphur  is  much  more  Efficacious,  than 
common  Sulphur.  Wherefore  in  this  place,  lam 

willing,  again  and  again,  earnefily  to  commend  to  the 
®  r  Lovers 
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Lovers  of  Antimony^  Red  Arfer.kk^.  Ycllovj  Auri-  ; 

figmsm  ^  Affvcoloured  ’ and  Z/Ycl>, 

with  Bifimitb  i  becaufe  all  thefe  are  more  excellent 
than  common  Sulphur.  But  he,  that  elaborates  fuch 
Subjecas,fo  venemous,  muA  Budioufly  beware  of  the 
evil  Fumes  arifing  from  them.  For  as  fuch  a  Subjeft 
before  Frepaption  is  mere  Venom.c,  fo,  in  preparing, 
its  venomous  Difpolirion  is  more  and  m.ore  increafed 
but  after  Preparation  ,  that  which  was  deadly,  now 
becomes  a  mort  Salubrious  Antidote  ,  or  Treacle,  and 
prefent  Remedy  againrt  all  kinds  of  Poifons. 

'  Note:  Whofoever  is  defirous  to  be  fecurely  freed 
5om  all  Peril,  him  I  would  advife,  to  learn  the  way 
of  rtxing  fome  common  before  he  rafhly  attempts 
to  invade  the  Fort  of  fuch  xioxious  Venoms. 

Therefore,  whatfoever  we  have  hitherto  taught  are 
not  vulgar  Matters,  or  Arts  well  known  before  ,  but 
merely  great  Arcanmn’s.^  and  thofe  very  lately  inven¬ 
ted.  For,  who  could  believe,-  that  common  a 
Subftance  eafily  inflameable  and  burnable,  (hould  in  one 
day  be  fo  fixed,  as  to  be  able  to  remain  unhurt  againrt 
all  tha  force  of  Vulcan  ?  Who  could  have  perfuaded 
iiimfclf,  that  the  moft  venemous  Venoms ,  as  Cobalt., 
Arfemc\  and  the  like,  may  in  one  day  be  Artificially 
inverted,  and  their  mortal  Venoms  converted  into  Sa¬ 
lubrious  Antidotes  ?  Partly ,  who  could  ever  have 
thought,  that  of  the  moft  Vdhatile  Mineral  Subjedirs, 
as  Ayitmqny Arfenick^.,  Auripigment  -and  t)thers  of^ 
that  kind,  in  the  fpace  of  one  day  may  be  prepared  a 
Tindure  (  cb'nrtant  in  Fire)  for  humane  and  Metallick 
Bodies  ?  No  Man  ,  if  we  had  not  in  this  fraall  Trea- 
tife  fo  evi^endy'dcmonrtrated  that,  as  it  may  be 
plainly  underlfood.  Wherefore,  as  I  have  formerly 
faid,  fo  I  am.  now  ready  to  affirm,  that  I,  in  this  fmall 
Treatife,  have  revealed  fo  great  and  admirable  Arca- 
as-TTO  Man  r  as  far  as  the  Memory  of  Man  can 
tell  )  hath  publirti’d  any  thing  more  clearly  than  I ,? 
touching  fuch' Secrets. 

If  tiny  one  is  defirous  toLeayn,  whence  fo  fwift  a 
Fixation  of  comburtible  Sulph^r^  or  fo  iudden  Meta- 
molt  deadly  Venoms,  arifeth  y  to  him,  I  will 
now  difcpver  the  Caufe.  It  is  fufficiently  manifeft , 
that  Spirit  of  Nitre.,  as  well  as  Aqua  Fortii  diftilled 
from  vitriol  srt.d  SaltiV/Vre,  portefs  fuch  a  fiery  Difpo- 
fition,  by  which  all  comburtible  and  Volatile  Minerals 
are  ripened*  And  being  ripened,  they  are  alfo  fixed 
as  if  fixed  things  muft  of  neceffity  be  Mature,  and 
confequently  ho  more  noxious  or  deadly  to  Mortals. 
For  whatfoever  is  roughR  crude  and  immature,  the 
Stomach  of  Man  cannot  digeft,  but  rejedfs  and  carts 
^out  that,  (by  wh'ch  it  may  be  injured)  as  Venome; 
.According  as  is  esfily  difeerned  in  all  Cathartukj-,  ei¬ 
ther  Vegetable,  Animal  or  Mineral,  which,  by  reafon  of 
their  Crudity,  are  fo  great  an  oft'ence  to  the  Stomach 
of  Man,  as  it  frees  it  felf  from  them,  either  by  Vo¬ 
mit  or.  Seidge.  And  the  more  crude  and  immature 
Furgers  be,  tlie  moreftrongly  do  they  Operate.  Hence 
ufu.;!  y  (by  the  Prefeript  of  Phyficians  )  Furgers  that 
are  too  violent,  before  they  be  taken  into  the  Body, 
are  amended  by  Fire.  As  for  Example.  Squills  and 
T'iaj^ridiitm,  w’hich  ton  vehemently  Purge,  are  cover- 
.cd  over  with  Dough  and  baked  in  an  Oven,  for  cor¬ 
recting  the  exceflivc  Purging  property  in  them,  that 
tliey  may  caufe  Evacuations  more  m.oderare  and  more 
(ate.  Aatimony  imiomderately  Purging,  is  cxccCfed , 
or  melted-  in  an  open  Fire  vvith  common  Nttre 
and  ‘tariir^  by  which  it  is  fo  tar  corredfed ,  as 
it  Pufg.cth  without  vchcirency.  The  fame  alfo  is 
fo  conedfed  by  Spirit  of  Nitre.,  as  it  lofeth  its 
purging  Property, and  inrtead  of  its  Cathartick  Virtue, 


acquires  to  it  felf  a  Diapboraick,^  and  V'iuretich,  Pro¬ 
perty. 

Common  Tmr.rr,  taken  into  the  Body,  pcrforrr.s  the 
Office  of  ^  Cathartick^:  Bur  the  fam.c,  when  the  ripe¬ 
ning  Heat  of  the  Sun,  in  the  more  hot  Regions  of  the 
World,  hath  took  from  it,  its  Acidity,  and  it, in  the  Fer- 
mentatibn  of  Wine,  becomes  a  fiery  Spirit,  it  no  more 
excrcifeth  a  purging  Property,  but  rather  hinders  Pur- 
gers,  and  fo  amends  them,  as  they  cannot  Purge  with 
fo  great  vehemence,  as  tlu-y  were  wont  to  manifeli, 
before  Corredlion  as  is  already  dctnonlirated  by  Us, 
where  we  treat  of  the  Extradlion  of  purging  Vegeta¬ 
bles.  Therefore  if  the  common  Fire  of  Coals,  and 
Spirit  of  Wine,  corredf  Vegetables  and  Animals  immo¬ 
derately  purging  i  why  fhould  not  the  moft  rtrong  Fire 
of  Salt,  fuch  as  Aqita  Fortii  is,  corredf  the  moft  veno¬ 
mous  Mineral  Subjedfs,  and  be  able  to  tranfmute  the 
fame  ( dtpefing  their  noxious  Qualities)  into  an  An¬ 
tidote  or  Treacle? 

From  all  which,  it  is  fuflkiently  mapifert ,  that  in 
correcting' even  the  moft  venomous  SubjeCfs ,  Mineral 
Spirits  qf  Salt  are  fuffident  •,  being  fuch,  as  can  deprive 
them  of  all  their  pernicious  Venome,  and  cliange  them 
into  falutary  Medicaments.  Wherefore,  1  doubt  not» 
but  that  the  ingenious  Reader,  by  thefe  few  things  de- 
monrtrated  ,  will  fufficiently  underrtand  the  caufe  of 
this  fudden  Corredlion  or  Fixation  of  all  Volatile  and 
venomous  Mineral  SubjeCfs.  When  Ancient  Philofo- 
phers,  by  Poetical  Parables,  deferibed  the  laborious 
Navigation  of  Jafon  to  the  Ifland  Colchos.,  where  re- 
fided  an  huge  Dragon  vomiting  Fire,  which,  with  Eyes 
never  clofed,  diligently  watched  the  Golden  Fleece  j 
they  added  this,  viz:  that  Jafin  was  taught  by  his 
Wife  Aledea.,  to  cart  to  this  waking  Dragon  an  edible 
Medicine  to  be  fwaDowed,  whereby  he  fhould  be  kill¬ 
ed  and-burrt  and  that  Jafon  flrould  prefently  take  the 
}^ragon  (  thus  flain  )  and  totally  fubmerge  him  in  the 
Stygian  Lake.  Ji^ftt.,  in  this  ingenious  Fable,  Hiero-» 
glyphically  reprefents  the  Philofophcrs  ^  Medea.,  accu¬ 
rate  Meditations  ^  the  laborious  and  perillous  Navi¬ 
gation  ,.-fignifies  manifold  Chymical  Labours  s  the 
watching  Dragon  vomiting  Fire,  denotes  Salt  Nitre  and 
Sulphur  and  the  Golden  Fleece  is'  the  TinCfure  or 
Soul  of  Sulphur,  by  the  help  of  which,  Jafm  reftored 
Health  to  his  Aged  Father,  and  acquired  to  himfelf 
immeiifc  Riches.  By  the  Pills  of  Medea  is  undcr- 
ftood  the  Preparation  of  Sulphur  and  Sal  Mirabile,  By 
,  the  total  fubmerfion  of  the  Dragon  in  the  btygian  Lake, 
is  intimated  the  Fixation  of  Sulphur  by  Stygian  Wa- 
:  ter,  that  is,  Aqua  Fortis.  Whence,  it  is  fufficiently 
clear,  how  obfeurely  the  Ancient  Philofophcrs  did  de- 
feribe  their  Fixation  of  ^  by  Nitre.,  and  how  fecrctly 
'  they  hid  it  from  the  Eyes  of  the  unworthy.  But, 

1  fince  I,  in  this  Treatife,  do  as  clearly  as  is  poflible  dif- 
cover  all  things,  kr>ow,  that  I  do  it  not  without  Rea- 
;  fon.  It  will  be  enough  for  any  one,  if  he  rightly  un- 
:  derrtand  the  Method  of  performing  fuch  a  Fixation. 

After  any  comiburtible  hath  been  fixed  by  Aqua 
,  Fortii^  or  Aqua  RegU,  and  0  and  J). added  to  it  in 
Fixation,  then  will  that  no  more  be  vulg3r0or  D,  be¬ 
ing  fuch  as  cannot  again  be  diffolvcd  in  Aqua  Fm-tis, 

■  or  Aqua  Kegii^  nor  upon  a  Cupel  have  Ingrefs  into  h, 

:  but  paffeth  as  it  were  into  a  dry  Earth  ,  which  can 
;  neither  be  reduced  by  Z'oi'iJv: ,  nor  any  other  common 
,  fluxing  Powders  into  a  duCfile  Body.  It  any  one  be 
'  defirous  to  know  this  by  Experience,  let  I  im  ditfo’ve 
:  5  of  0  in  Aqua  Kegis.,  and  pour  this  Solution  up- 
:  on  a  Pound  of  Aqua  Kegis.,  and  alfo  put  this  Aqut 
;  Kegis  upon  ^ii  j  of  Butter  of  y^ntimnuy,  and  abrtraCt 
,  the  Aqua  Jiegis  thence,  Then  .he  will  find  ,  that 
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Gold,  which  was  in  the  AqffjKegi*,  to  have  mixed  jt 
Ich  Radically  with  the  S tt I phur  ^i\d  AAercm-y  oi  Antl- 
mnny,  fo  as  not  only  the  Butterof  Amumny  becomes 
fixed  and  irreducible,  but  it  alfo  renders  the  Gold  fo 
irreducible,  as  thenceforth  it  can  no  more  be  (eparated 
fromthx:  Jittimony,  but  remains  adheringto  it  in  every 
Examen  ;  And  can  only  be  lubduced  by  our  Secret 
Salt  of  Metals,  volatiliicd,  or  rendrcd  futile,  and  lo 
be  introduced  into  other  Metals  fm  their  Amendment. 

Therefore,  it  fuch  adcTtrudtion  of  ©  can  be  made 
by  AnthnoKy^  lefs  than  the  half  of  which  is  but  the 
greatellpart  g-,  how  fhould  the  fame  not  be  better  per¬ 
formed  by  common  which  is  void  o  MMcraivy} 

I  in  3II  thofe  places  where  I  have  taught  the  Fixati¬ 
on  of  Sulphur,  did  always  advife,  that  to 

be  carefully  kept,  which  was  abltraaed  from  the  Sul¬ 
phur  1  but  efpecially  what  .contained  Gold  ^  beeaufe 
together  with  the  Jqua  Fortif,  the  moft  pure  ooul  of 
(Onld  and  Sulphur  afeends ,  and  is  as  much  fixed,  (  I 
might  fay,  ^  that  which  remains  in  the  hot- 
tom.  wherefore-,  if  what  1  have  here  imparted  be 
obferved  by  any  Reader,  or  by  none,  it  fhall  not  trou¬ 
ble  me,  but  1  remain  well  contented,  that  I  have 
done  my  Part,  and  performed  fo  much,  as  no  Man  be¬ 
fore  me  ever  did  -,  beeaufe ,  I  have  openly  taught  the 
Method  of  extrading  in  a  few  hours  (  by  the  help  of 
Diaillation)  from  0  and  or  from  0  and  Anu- 
a  fixed  Tindurc.  And  thefe  I  do  willingly  com¬ 
municate  to  the  Searchers  of  Art. 

Some  write,  that  Miriam  the  Prophetefs,  and  Sitter 
of  Mofes,  knew  the  Art  of  elaborating  the  Tindure 
in  three  days,  which  feems  incredible  to  many  Skilful 
Writers  t>ut  what  will  envious  Perfons  judge,  when 
'  thevftail  hear,  that  GLAVBER,  by  apublick  Writing, 
without  any  manner  of  Concealtyient,  hath  taught  the 
Method  of  extrading  a  fixed  Tindure  out  of  © 
Antimony-,  fit  to  expel  all  defperate  Difeafes  out  of  the 


humane  Body-i  and  this  work,  to  becomplcafed  in  onc 
day  }  Undoubtedly  they  will  exclaim  and  Gy  :  -  All  are 
Lye/,  and  ji*ch  things  are  impoffihle  to  be  done.  ‘  f  he 
ignorance  and  u'ickednefs  of  thefe  Men  were  much 
more  tolerable,  if  to  their  Calumnies,  they  (hould  al- 
fo  add  ,  Onr  ignorant  Brains  perptads  amifs.  Fordid 
tlicy  rightly  know  themfelvcs,  they  never’ vvoiild  fo 
bafely  condemn  and  reprove  the  Experience  of  Others. 
But  what  fhall  I  write  againft  fuch?  Nothing,  but  the 
Old  Proverb,  Effeminate  Men,  Effeminate  fVord's  j  ac-  ^ 
cording  to  the  Verfe,  ^  , 

Each  Bird  fo  fings,  as  formed  is  hU  Bill 

And  fuch  as  k  the  Man,  Jo, [peak,  he  tvill.  ^ 

Indeed  I  would  willingly  have  publinied  more  F.x-  ' 
amples,  of  the  Method  of  fwifely  fixing  Sulphur,  but 
1  am  kept  back  by  very  weighty  Reafons.  Yet  I  cannot 
chufe,but  Commemorate  thefe  few  things  thereabout; 
vtz.  that  every  without  the  help  of  external  Fire, 
by  a  Secret  inyifible  Fire  only,  which  is  added  tqgthe 
combuffible  and  left  with  it  for  a  fmall  fpace  of 
Time,  in  a  cold  place,  becomes  as  white  and  fixed, 
fuftaining  all  force  of  Fire,  as  well  as  that  Fixation, 
which  is  made  by  Aqua  Fortk,  or  his  abflradfion  from 
the  Wherefore  this  cold  Fixation  of  Sulphur, 
by  our  Secret  cold,  and  humid  Fire  (  beeaufe  it  needs 
no  common  Fire,  no  Body,  and  Head,  no  Retort  with 
its  Receiver,  and  the  like)  is  to  be  preferred  before  the 
other  Fixation  by  AquaFortk.  Therefore  for  this,  we 
give  Immortal  Praifes  and  Thanks  to  the  molt  wife 
GOD. 

If  any  Reader  thinks,  I  have  been  too  brief,  or  too 
obfeure  in  this  Treatife ,  he  may  more  amply  fatisfie 
his  Defires  from  the  two  following  Tradfs,  where  we 
treat  of  the  Mercury  and  Salt  of  Philofophers  ‘i  whereunto 
we  refer  every  one,  that  is  a  Itudious  In^uifitor  of  Art. 
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MERCVRT  vavj  eafily  be  extraded  not  on¬ 
ly  from  all  Metals  and  Minerals  ,  but  alfo 
from  Animals,  and  Vegetable  Subjeds,  and 
of  the  fame  (by  the  help  of  Gold  )  be  pre¬ 
pared  a'true  Tindure  for  all  the  three  Kingdoms. 

V\^e,  from  the  Confent  of  all  true  Philofophcrs,  do 
certainly  know,  that  g  is  the  mod  pure  part  of  the 
three  Principles  of  Metals,  and  therefore  doth  fponta- 
neoufly  adhere  to  molt  pure  Metals,  and  always  em- 
braceth  them  with  greater  affedion,  than  the  impure 
Metals.  As  for  Example,  Mercury  molt  willingly  ad¬ 
heres  to -its  own  like  ^  •,  next  to  ©  ;  then  to  D  ;  after¬ 
wards  to  'H-  ,  and  i?  and  ladly  to  X',  but  to  $ 
unwillingly,  only  beeaufe  it  choofeth  rather  to  mix  it 
ftlt  with  its  like,  than  with  its  unlike.  For  it  is  wholly 
Homogental,  void  of  all  Hetcrogeneal  parts  fuch  alfo 
are  ©"and  b.  The  greatelt  part  of  all  other  Metals  is 

Heterogeneal,  although  there  is  found  no  imperfed  Me¬ 
tal  which  hath  not  in  it  (elf  fome  part  Flomogeneal; 
yet  fo,  as  the  Metal  participates  more  of  the  one,  than 
of  the  other  ,  according  to  the  Writings  of  Philofo- 


phers.  wherefore  ,  a  true  Philofopher  will  fcarcely 
affirm,  that,  by  the  benefit  of  the  Tindure,  the  whole 
Body  of  imperfed  Metals  can  be  tranfrauted  into  Q 
or  D,  fincefo  great  Virtue  is  not  infited,  even  in  the 
Philofophcrs  Stone  it  felf.  For  the  immature,  foul, 
flinking,  combuftible  and  fuperfluous  ^  of  or 

$,  cannot,  in  fo  ffiort  time,  as  Projedion  is  wont  to  be 
made  in,  be  converted  into  ©,  although  you  calf  in 
more  than  enough  of  the  Tindure  ;  But  as  much  as 
the  Metal  hath  of  Homogeneity,  that  is,  of  Mercury, 
in  it  felf,  fo  much  only  is  tinged  and  fixed  into  Gold, 
the  Pvcfidue  not  fo.  Beeaufe  the  Stone  feparates  the 
Heterogeneal  parts,  that  is,  the  fuperfluous  ^  burning 
it  felf  (  in  the  form  of  Scoria')  from  the  Mercury,  which 
it  only  tingeth  into  Gold  beeaufe  it  hath  no  Commu¬ 
nion  with  thofe  Heterogeneities  ;  as  I  have  daily  found, 
and  in  the  following  Fart,  where  we  treat  of  the 
of  Philofophcrs,  1  purpofe  to  dcrnonflrate  more  at 
large. 

Now  let  us  fee  the  Method,  by  which  Metallick  ^ 
may  with  little  Labour  be  extraded,  hot  only  from 
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Metals  and  Minerals ,  but  alfo  from  all  Animals  and 
Vegetables.  I  faid,  fP'ith  little  Labour^  in  refpedt  of 
experienced  Men.  For  in  refpedt  of  the  Unskilful,  it 
is  not  a  Work  of  fmall  Labour  i  but  in  the  Memory 
of  all  Ages  it  hath  been  accounted  (by  all  the  moll 
experienced  Lovers  of  our  Art  )  the  Secret  of  Secrets^ 
and  the  neareft  way  to  come  to  the  Attaintment  of  the 
(rue  Vniverfal  Medicine,  t^or  will  it  ever  be  of  lets 
Efteem,  fihee  in  the  whole  Nature  of  things,  a  more 
jf)ure  matter  cannot  be  found,  (  whereof  to  make  the 
Stone  of  I^hilofophers  )  than  this  only  Mfrearj»  of  Me¬ 
tals.  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  eafie  to  judge,  that  the 
\^MeTcuries  of  Metals  differ  in  themfelves  notably,  and 
that. one  of  them  is  better,  and  more  conducible  than 
another,  for  preparing  thence  a  Tindure  for  Humane 
and  Metalline  Bodies.  For  one  is  always  better  in  Co¬ 
lour  and  Tint^lure  than  another.  Indeed,  by  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Face,  almoft  no  Man  is  able  certainly  to  know, 
from  what  Metal  or  Mineral  the  beft  Mercttry  may  be 
had  ^Yet  according  to  the  general  Opinion  of  Philo- 
fophCTS,  the  moft  excellent  5  is  wont  to  be  prepared 
of  the  Vitriol  of  $  and  ?  i  becaule  thefe  two  Metals 
do  moft  abound  with  Tinftures.  I,  being  taught  by 
Experience,  am  affured,  that  out  of  black  Afft-colour- 
ed  b  may  be  acquired  ay,  as  excellently  tinged,  as 
from  both  thofe  Red  Metals,  <J  and  ?.  Yet  in  the 
mean  while  Ido  not  deny,  that  the  y  of  d  and  ?,  is 
impregnated  with  tinging  in  the  higheft  degree  i 
as  Ancient  Philofophers,  in  thefe  few  words,  have 
compendioufly  exprefled.  Vifttar'a  Interio- 
LVM^~  r<*  Lerra^  ReCtificando  Inveniet  Occultum  La¬ 
pidem^  Veram  Medicinam.  By  which  Words, 
VrlRIOLVM{Qix  Vitriol]  is  exprelfed  »  vvhich  procefs 
is  no  other,  than  a  Solution  of  Mars  and  Venus  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Labour  of  Nature.  But  Vitriol  prepared 
thus  by  Nature,  is  never  found  fo  pufe  and  clean,  as 
that  which  is  prepared  of  good  Steel,  and  pure  by 
the  help  of  Oyl  of  Sulphur^  or  inftead  of  that,  Oyl 
of  Vitriol:  Becaufe  the  Native  contains  more  Earthi- 
nets,  than  that  which  is  made  by  Art.  Now  let  us  re¬ 
turn  to  our  Mercury. 

I  think  good  here,  to  advife  all  the  Lovers  of  our 
Art,  not  to  bend  their  thoughts  fb  much  upon  vulgar 
G  and  D,  as  to  endeavour  out  of  them  to  extraft  their 
y  and  Becaufe  common  O  and  I)  are  altogether 
Homogeneal,  and  have  nothing  of  Heterogeneity  in 
them  ^  and  therefore  difficult  to  be  wrought  on.  And 
although  they  were  as  eafie  to  be  wrought  on  as  S  and 
$  *,  yet  it  would  be  no  Profit  to  ufe  them  ^  becaufe  of 
their  greater  Price,  and  alfo  becaufe  there  is  much 
more  Tint^ure  contained  in  vile  and  contemptible  <?, 
than  in  O  it  felf.  It  is  true,  this  TintSure  is  not  yet 
fixed,  but  is  volatile,  and  may  eafily  be  fixed.  Where- 
j^fore  I  advife  every  one  to  feek  y  in  I?,  and  ^  in  S. 
Upon  o,  in  times  part,  through  my  Ignorance,  I  con 
fumed  much  without  any  Profit,  and  laboured  Fruit- 
lefly,  until  I  had  confumed  fbme  ^Pounds  of  it,  t'o  find 
out  for  others  a  more  fafe  Way  >  which  if  any  one 
had  (hewed  me,  I  would  never  have  laboured  in  vain. 
But  I  was  hard  to  believe,  that  they,  who  were  un¬ 
willing  to  ufe  common  O  and  B,  could  prepare  an  apt 
Tindlure ,  for  tinging  imperfetS  Metals  into  Gold. 
Yet  lince  vulgar  ■"'and  B,  do  not  only  give  eafie  In- 
grefs  to  thofe  Tindurcs,  which  draw  their  Original 
Irom  the  ^  and  y  ot  Philofophers^  but  do  allb  fur¬ 
ther  the  Fixation  of  volatile  Mercury^  therefore  we 
cannot  well  Ic  without  them,  in  the  Compofition  of 
the  Stone  ot  Philufopheis.  Let  the  Lovers  of  Art  take 
Gogniiance  of  thefe  few  things  for  their  Informa¬ 
tion. 


Now  it  is  neceffary  to  be  known,  by  what  Method 
the  y  of  Philofophers  may  moft  commodioully  be  cx- 
traded  from  Metals  and  Minerals,  and  by  the  help  of 
G,  be  duly  fixed  by  Art,  irio  a  Tindure  for  hu¬ 
mane  and  merallick  Bodies. 

Firft,  we  arc  not  ignorant,  that  the  pureft  part  of 
Metals,  viz:  Homogeneal  Mercury^  is  tyrannically 
held  Captive  in  a  certain  obfeure  Prifon,  by  his  moft 
Inveterate  Enemy,  fuperfluous  burning  Therei- 

fore,  if  any  one  would  unbolt  his  Chains,  and  fet  him 
freej  he  hath  necellily  to  mortifie  and  annihilate  his 
Enemies,  by  which  he  is  (ofaft  bound  and  imprisoned, 
before  he  breaks  down  the  Prifon  Walls,  and  delivers , 
Mercury  from  Captivity :  Which  y  will  alfo  bring  forth» 
with  him  his  natural  Brother,  viz.  tinging  Thefe, 
being  at  Liberty,  nothing  will  be  wanting  to  fix  themi 
into  a  Tindure,  but  the  .help  of  vulgar  G.  But  if ' 
any  one  be  not  farisfied  with  this  Ihort  Parapbrafe,  let  ■ 
him  read  either  Sandivognts^  v/ho  hath  writ  an  intire  > 
Treatife  of  fuch  a  freei^  of  Captives  5  or  Paracelfus^ , 
who,  no  lefs  eminently  than  plainly,  hath  difeovered  hiJ  j 
mind  touching  the  fame. 

Now  follows  my  own  Experience.,  Way  and  Methodii  by,  . 
which  I  harue  feveral  times  freed  theforementioned 
Captive.,  and  fet  him  at  Liberty. 

Although  I  have  thy  felf  extraded  the  Mercury  of 
Philofophers  from  Metals,  by  fuch  divers  Methods,  as 
I  mean  here  to  difeover  i  yet  I  always  found  fome  bet¬ 
ter  than  other  fome.  Therefore  out  of  fuch  Proceffes, 
fome  of  which  we  here  fubjoyn,  every  Man  may,  as 
beft  pleafeth  him,  take  which  he  thinks  molt  con¬ 
ducible,  and  proceed  in  Operating  according  to  that, , 
•until he  finds,  what  GOD  (hall  be  pleafed  to  beffow  . 
oft  him. 

Mercury  is  never  to  be  extraded  from  hard  Metals, 
before  they  be  diflblved  and  unlocked.  -Unlocked 
more  commodioufly  they  cannot  be,  than  by  the  Coi*- 
rOfive  Spirits  of  Salt.  Yet  fince  all  Corrofives  are 
moft  inimical  to  y,  they  have  no  Power  of  mafdng 
either  Living  or  Running  Mercury.  Therefore,  after 
Solution,  the  Corrofives  muft  be  mortified  by  contrary 
Salts  •,  fuch  are,  Salt  of  L attar ,  Spirit  of  Vrine.,  Sal 
Armoniack^.,  8cc.  This  being  done,  the  Corrofives  chang¬ 
ing  their  Nature  wax  gentle,  and  in  Diftillation  per¬ 
mit  the  y  to  afeend  :  Vl  hich  otherwife,  without  Mor¬ 
tification  of  the  Corrofivc,  would  not  happen,  as  you 
will  learn  by  the  following  Frocelfes. 

Therefore,  fince  it  is  moft  certain,  that  Metals  are 
to  be  diflblved,  before  y  (  by  the  help  of  Refufeitating 
Salts  )  can  be  diftilled  thence  j  we  will  firft  exhibit  the 
Method,  by  which  y  may  be  extraded  from  fuch  Me¬ 
tals,  as  Nature  prefents  to  us  already  dilTolved  j  viz. 
Vitrio’,  which  is  no  other  then  Mars  or  Venus,  or  cJ 
and  $  together,  diffolved  by  the  Univcrfal  Acidity. 
Hence,  wholbevcr  will  ufe  ( in  his  intended  Wprk  ) 
fuch  Vitriol,  in  which  both  thofe  Metals  are  found 
highly  tinged  and  dilTolved  by  Nature  •,  he  will  not 
need  by  tedious  Labours  to  feek  out  a  new  Method  of 
dilTolving  Meta's,  but  may  fpare  both  his  Time  and 
Charges.  Therefore,  now  it  will  be  expedient  to  teach, 
how  Mercury  may  be  prepared  of  any  common  Vi¬ 
triol. 

The  Procefs  follows, 

Diftil  from  common  Vitriol,  in  the  ufual  manner,  ' 
an  Acid  Spirit,  and  fiery  Oyl,  with  ftrong  fire,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Art.  For  in  the  .Spirit  is  latent  the  y  of  d 
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and  g  ,  which  by  Mortifung  theCorrofivc,  may  be 
brought  to  light,  and  made  Vifiblc.  as  follows. 

l3^.  Of  Tartar  calcined  unto  Whitcnefs  ib  i,  or  ij, 
which  reduced  to  Powder,  put  intoa-Glafs  Body,  oa 
which  fet  an  Head  with  its  Hole  and  Tunnel  fn  it,  well 
luted  s  then  apply  a  Receiver, .  and  lute  the  Junftures 
cxallly.  When  the  Body  and  Head  is  placed  in  vvarm 
Sand,  through  the  Tunnel,  at  one  time  pour  on  about 
one  or  two  Lotortef  of  the  flaarp  Spirit  of  Pitriof  upon 
the  Tartar  calcined  i  whence  will  be  caufed  fo  great 
Ebullition,  as  by  its  owrr  proper  Power  the  Spirit  will 
afeend  from  it.  This  Duel  or  Fermentation  being 
ended,  again  pour  in  fome  Ounces  of  that  Spirit ^ 
which  alfo  leave,  till  all  the  Ebullition  ceafeth.  After¬ 
ward  reitefate  the  like  injedion,  until  that  Acidity 
contends  no  more  with  theTartar  :  Which  will  be  an 
Argument,  th^t  the  Salt  of  Tartar  is  fufliciently  mor¬ 
tified.  When  you  fee  this,  adminifter  Fire,  and  by 
Degrees  draw  forth  all  Humidities,  unill  the  VcfTel  and 
Matter  is  Red  hot.  The  Water  thatafeended  (which 
in  Tafte  will  be  almoft  like  Spirit  of  Vrine  )  muft  be 
redified  ^  in  which  Redlification  the  y  of  the  Vitriol 
afeending,  is  rendred  more  fubtile  and  more  pure. 
This  pure  Mecurial  Water  bears  in  it  felf  invifibly  con¬ 
tained,  a  living  MctallickMm«r^,  which  is  madecon- 
fpicuous  thus, 

(  y  , 

The  ConjunBion  of  Thilofofhick  Mercury  with  Gold. 

Diffolve  common  O  in  a  (harp  Aqua  ^eg//,and  fepa- 
rate  the  dilTolved  from  the  undifTolvcd.  Then  Icifurely, 
and  at  times  ,  drop  after  drop,  pour  of  your  fubtile 
Mercurial  Water  upon  the  Solution  of  0,  fo  long,^  as 
until  the  Spirit  of  the  Mercury  hath  no  more  Aftion 
upon  the  Solution  of  Gold,  but  ceafeth,  and  all  the 
0  firall  be  precipitated  from  the  Water.  In  which  Pre¬ 
cipitation,  the  0  attradls  to  its  felf  the  Mercury  of  the 
Vttrtol,  from  the  Mercurial  Water,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  it  fettles  to  the  bottom  of  the  VclTel,  in  the  form  of 
Slime,  or  a  yellow  Powder.  Let  the  Precipitate  be 
filtred  through  brown  Paper ,  that  the  Saline  Water 
may  pafs  through  i  and  the  precipitate  y  remain  in  the 
Filter  mixt  with  the  Gold  i  which  muft  be  very  well 
wafhedwith  fweet  Water,  and,  being  edulcorated,  dry- 
ed  This  being  done,  you  will  have  the  y  of  Vitriol 
united  with  the  O  :  Both  which  will  fuffer  them- 
feRes  to  be  fixed  into  a  true  Tindture,  for  Humane 
and  Metallick  Bodies,  as  follows. 

The  Fixation  of  Mercury  with  Gold, 

Note  ;  Before  the  Mercury  is  put  in  to  be  fixed  with 
the  Gold,  it%*ua  be  proved,  whether  it  be  duly  pre¬ 
pared,  or  not  For  if  the  Mercurial  Water  was  right¬ 
ly  prepared,  it  will  contribute  Mercury  enough  to  the 
Gold  i  by  which  y  the  precipitated  Gold  is  fo  augmen¬ 
ted,  as  tis  no  more  common  Q.  But  if  the  Mercu¬ 
rial  Water  was  not  legitimately  prepared,  and  confe- 
quently  could  not  contribute  much  y  to  the  ©,  the 
Gold  will  remain  poor,  and, as  foon  as  it  is  fenfible  of 
any  heat,  will  fulminate,  like  any  other  fulminating 
Gold,  and  fo  be  altogether  unfit  for  Fixation,  being 
,  deftitute  of  a  tinging  y,  which  ftiould  have  converted 
the  whole  Body  of  0  into  Tindture.  Wherefore,  af¬ 
ter  Precipitation  of  the  O  and  y,you  muft  make  a  fmall 
part  of  the  Precipitate  hot,  in  a  very  Imall  Crucible, 
for  Tryal,  whether  it  be  fit  to  be  fix:ed.  For  if  it  ful- 
minates,like  fulminating  ©,  it  is  a  fign  your  Mercurial 
Water  was  not  perfedt,  and  could  not  give  unto  the 
Gold  y  enough.  But  if  after  it  ft^all  be  Red  hot  in 
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the  Fire,  it  conies  for tir  with  a  delicate  purple  Colour, 
it  is  to  be  f-ippofcd  the  ^’liath  imbibed  v  enough,  and 
they  both  be  fixed  together  into  one  Tindture. 

Note :  Beware  of  too  ftrong  a  Fire.  For  this  way 
the  Merettry  will  leave  the  Gold  untouched,  and  fly 
away  fo  as,  thence  you  can  have  no  certain  Tryal. 
1  herefore,,  in  all  parts  of  the  Work  proceed.  Warily 
and  Prudently.  The  Fixation  cf  y  with  0  is  thus 
made : 

The  Fixation  of  the  of  S  .and  ?,  into  one. 

Tmbiure. 

'  ■  1  ■  ■  '  i  ;  ■ 

Bt.  So^much  as  you  have  ready  prepared  of  this  our 
Mercury  impregnated  with  Gold,  although  there  be  no 
moreofit,  than  half  a  :  For  here  no  great  quan¬ 
tity  is  defired.  Put  it  into  a  fmall  Glafs  Phial,  which 
place  in  hot  Sand  \  yet  fake  heed,  you  give  no  ftronger 
Fire,  than  your  Volatile  Bird  can  bear.  This  Fire  you 
muft  continue  in  a  moderate  degree  for  fome  Weeks  : 
For  by  that  means,your  Mecury  will, by  little  and  little, 
be  able  to  brook'the  Fire,  adhere  to  the  Gold,  andjcon- 
vert  the  fame  into  Tindture.  But  if  any  one,  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  ferious  Interdidtion  of  all  Philofopheis,  make 
too  much  hafte,  and  perfuade  himfelf,  he  may  in  a 
ftiorter  fpace  of  time  acquire  the  Tindture  ^  his  Mercury 
will  fly  away,  and  leave  the  Gold  pale  behind  it »  be- 
caufethey  in  its  flight  fubftradts  the  Colour  of  the  O, 
and  carries  it  away  with  it  felf.  Therefore,  in  Fixing 
there  is  need  of  Patience.  Hence  all  Philofophersadvife, 
not  to  be  hafty.  For  Feftination  proceeds  from  the 
Devil.  Wherefore,  let  every  one  fo  far  ftudy  his  own 
Good,  as  to  be  obedient  to  this  Admonition. 

Note  :  There  are  alfo  other  ways ,  or  Methods,  of 
fixing  y  with  ©  >  but  he  doth  very  fooliftily,  who, 
when  no  neceifity  urgeth,  will  proftrate  all  things  to« 
gether  and  at  once,  at  the  fett  of  Swine.  Whomfb- 
ever  GOD  will  beplcafed  to  aflift,  he  may  triumph 
in  the  higheft  help»  but  whom  GOD  doth  not  affift, 
even  the  moft  plainly  preferibed  Method  cannot  help 
him.  For  all  our  help  depends  on  the  divine  Blefling. 

1  ; 

How  to  ^rove.f  whether  Mercury  he  Legitimately  yre- 
pared,  and  whether  it  can  give  forth  the  TinBurs  of 
Metals, 

y  ■  '-t 

R.  Of  the  Mercurial  Water  above  deferibed  ,  and 
mortifie  it  by  a  contrary  Acidity,  as  Oyl  of  Vitriof  or 
Spirit  oiSalt.  Then  the  Mercury  will  precipitate  it  fel^ 
in  the  form  of  an  Afti-colourcd  Powder,  which  if  you 
edulcorate,  and  grind  with  Oyl  of  Tartar.,  you  will  vi- 
vifie.  If  any  one  be  minded,  he  may  alfo  diftil  the 
fame  by  Retort,  and  fo  examine  it. 

A  Tryal.,  or  Proof  whether  the  Mercury  cf  Metals  he 
fo  well  prepared.,  as  of  it  with  ©  may  he  made  a 
TinBure. 

A  little  of  that,  viz.  the  quantity  of  a  Pea,  and 
put  it  upon  a  Silver  Plate,  then  over  the  Fire  permit 
the  Mercury  to  be  evaporated.  If  it  tinge  the  Silver 
well  with  a  purple  Colour,  it  is  fit  for  the  Work,  o- 
therwife  it  will  be  of  no  Value.  Alfo,  this  y  may  be 
digefted  with  the  filings  of  ©,  in  a  due  meafure  or 
proportion  mixed,  and  fo  fixed.  But  this  Fixation, 
as  well  as  the  former, require  along  time,  and  fomuch 
Patience,  as  all  Feftination  muft  belaid  afide.  Who- 
foever  is  fo  covetous,  as  he  cannot  wait  till  the  Fruits 
are  Ripe  he  would  be  better  advifed,  if  he  abftained 
from  fo  great  a  Work,  than  to  fet  about  if  to  his  own 

D  Damage. 


Damage.  I  have  oftcri  prepared  this  Merewry,  and  put 
it  to  be  fixed  •,  but  becaufe  I  could  not  look  to  it  my 
ftlf  with  my  own  Eyes,  I  was  confrrained  to  commit 
the  Governan<.e  of  the  Fire,  to  the  InduUry  of  ano¬ 
ther,  and  then  it  fucceeded  unhappily.  And  when  by 
reafon  of  my  Age,  and  imbecillity  of  Body,  I  was 
wholly  uncapable  to  take  in  hand  a  Work  of  To  great 
moment,  I  communicated  the  Method  to  fome  of  my 
intimate  Friends,  with  this  Condition,  viz.  that  they 
fliould  elaborate  it  themfelves.  But  becaufe  in  that  Ope¬ 
ration,  they  could  not  acquire  fo  much  0  as  they  de- 
fired,  they  defifted  ,  and  would  not  proceed  to  the 
Compleatment  of  the  Work.  Hence  I  was  moved  ra¬ 
ther,  by  Printing,  to  divulge  fo  Royal  a  Work,  than  to 
let  it  be  buried  with  me :  Although  1  was  difficultly 
brought  to  an  hearty  Affient,  to  yeild  to  the  Revelati¬ 
on  of  Arcanum  of  fo  great  moment,  to  this  Malig¬ 
nant  and  unfaithful  World, 

"The  way  cf  Prefaring  a  tinging  Mercury  cut  of  An¬ 
timony. 

Of  Antimony^  S altpeter.)  3r)d  Tartar ^  czch  ^ 

Which,  firft  pulverized  and  mixed,  put  into  a  Cruci¬ 
ble,  and  kindle  the  Mixture  with  a  Coal »  when  the 
Fulmination  ceafeth,  melt  if ,  and  pour  it  out  into  a 
Cone.  After  it  is  cooled,  feparate  the  Regulus  from 
the  Scoria's  which  reduce  to  Powder,  and  diflblve  by 
boyling  in  Water.  So  doing,  you  will  have  a  Red 
Lixivium  s  upon  which  if  you  add  (about  half  its 
own  weight  of)  Salarmoniack^  pulverized,  and  put  the 
Mixture  intoa  Glafs  Body,  (which  muff  not  be  above 
half  full ,  becaufe  it  rifeth  eafily )  with  it’s  Head 
and  Receiver  well  luted,  and  then  fubminifter  Fire  for 
Diflillation  ^  a  certain  moft  fubtile  volatile  Spirit  will 
afeend,  in  which  the  §  of  Antimony  is  latent:  Which, 
in  a  Solution  of  G  may  be  precipitated,  edulcorated, 
dryed,and  then  proved  and  fixed,  as  above  we  taught 
of  the  Mercury  oi  Vitriol.  Antimory^jtWds  much  more 
than  Vitriol  i  and  it  is  alfo  made  more  eafily  than 
it and  therefore  to  be  preferred  far  before  it  \  but 
efpecially,  becaufe  the  Ancient  Philofophers  did  for 
the  moft  part  ufe  this  ^  of  Antimony ,  for  preparing 
their  Tinfture. 

Note  :  If  any  one  defire  a  more  excellent  U  of  Vitriol, 
than  That  above  deferibed  by  Us  >  he,  inftead  of  the 
Lixivium  of  Antimony.,  may  ufe  a  Lixivium  of  Salt  of 
Tartar.,  and  thence  extradf  Mercury  by  the  help  of  Oyl 
of  Vitriol  i  fo  he  will  have  fome  thing  miore  excellent, 
than  can  be  made  of  a  Common  Lixiuium. 

TJoe  way  of  Preparing  out  cf  $  and  2  a  tinging  Mer¬ 
cury,  hy  the  help  of  Re fufeitative' Salts  only,  with¬ 
out  any  Corrofvves. 

Among  all  Refufeitative  Salts,  Tartar  obtains  the 
principal  place  the  next  to  which  is  Salt  of  Urine, 
which  is  no  other,  than  fuch  a  Volatile  Tartar  as  paf- 
feth  into  this  kind  of  Salt,  from  Wine,  Beer,  Bread 
and  other  Foods  taken  into  the  humane  Body.  Almoft 
of  the  fame  kind,  is  the  Soot  of  Chimneys,  being  the 
Volatile  Salt  of  Wood.  Alfo  a  like  Volatile  Salt  you  ^ 
ftiall  find  in  Blood,  Hairs,  Horns  and  Hoofs  of  Ani¬ 
mals.  Even  fo,  almoft  a  like  Salarmomac\  is  prepa¬ 
red  of  Blood,  Urine  and  Soot.  In  like  manner,  in 
Eggfhels  is  infited  an  efficacious  Refufeitative  Salt. 
Thefe  and  the  like  Salts  are  endued  with  a  Virtue  con¬ 
verting  Metals  into  fldercury ,  after  they  are  diffiolved. 
For  volatile  Salts  are  not  fo  efficacious,  as  to  diffiolve 
Metals  :  Yet  Tartar  is  endued  with  fo  great  Power, as  ' 


it  can  diffiolve  ffime  Metals  eafie  to  be  diffiolved,  a.s  S 
2  and  b,  and  thence  may  the  Mercury  be  extraded  by 
Diftillation^  efpecially  if  a  little  Kitchin  Salt  be  added 
or  (  which  is  more  conducent  )  Salarmoniacl^,  to  com¬ 
fort  if.  Alfo  inftead  of  S  and  2,  common  Vitriol  on¬ 
ly  may  be  ufed  •,  and  thence  Mercury  diltillcd  by  the 
help  of  volatile  Salts. 

Noon  follows  the  Procefs. 

lb  vj.  of  Vitriol,  to  which,  diffiolved,  in  Urine, 
add  of  Salarmoniack^  lb  j.  Crude  Tartar  1b  ij.  Salt  of 
Tartar  lb  iiij.  Diftil  from  thefe,  in  a  ftrong  Glafs 
Body,  a  fubtile  Mercurial  Water  *,  which,  according  to 
the  Method  preferibed,  may  be  made  Corporeal,  and 
with  Gold  be  fixed  into  a  TinftUrc.  This  way  of 
proceeding  is  very  eafie,  and  of  little  Charge  i  fo  as 
it  will  fully  fatisfie  the  defire  of  thofe,  who  are  con¬ 
tented  with  fo  much  only,  as  may  be  acquired  by  the 
benefit  of  Glafs  Bodies.  But  thofe,  whofe  greedy  de¬ 
fire  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  little  ,  may  diftill  this 
Mixture  in  a  Brafs  or  Copper  Vefica,  untill  they  have 
quantity  enough  to  fuffice  them  ;  Yet  with  this  Cau¬ 
tion,  that  they  ufe  no  Alembick^,  or  Refrigeratory  u\zde 
of  Copper,  but  of  Lead,  or  (  which  is  better )  of  Tim'; 
and  that  becaufe  our  Mercurial  Water  eafily  corrodes 
the  Copper, and  thence  contracts  to  it  felf  a  Greennefs  ; 
But  in  b  or  X  doth  not  fo.  But  if  any  one  tefufeth 
to  be  at  the  Charge  of  a  Tin  Refrigeratory,  he  may  ufe 
his  Copper  Veffels.  For  although  the  Spirit  corrodes 
the  Copper,  and  contrads  a  blewiffi  Colour,  yet  this 
Colour  in  Redbifying  abides  in  the  bottom,  and  the  *0 
is  nothing  the  worfe.  Indeed, this  way  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  is  acquired,  than  needs  j  unlefs  the  Operator  be 
more  greedy  than  a  Wolf.  But  it  is  not  the  part  of  a 
good  Philofopher,  to  covet  more  than  is  needful.  If 
any  one  be  defirous  to  prepare  an  abundance  of  Mer¬ 
curial  Water,  either  by  fome  fuch  way  as  this,  or  by 
another  certain  Mixture  of  Salts,  him  we  have  now,  as 
it  were,  led  by  the  hand,  through  Proceffes  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  to  proceed  in  thele.  For  Tartar  alone  will  be 
fufficient  for  fuch  an  Ufe.  What  feek  you  The  Feces 
of  Wine  burnt  will  do  the  fame  i  lb  as  the  Lover  of 
Art,  with  almoft  no  other  Trouble  and  Charge, may  ex- 
tra<^  the  Mercury  of  Metals  by  Refufeitative  Salts. 

The  ovay  of  Preparing  Meroiry  out  of  Metals  and  Mi- 
fierals,  by  the  benefit  of  Tartar  only ,  without  any 
other  Salts, 

5^ .  Filings  of  Steel  Ife  j.  Tartar  Ife  ij.  Common  Wa¬ 
ter  Ife  XX.  If  by  ftrong  boyling  by  Alembic]^  in  Sand, 
you  diftil  thence  all  the  Water  *,  the  Tartar  in  that 
boyling  diffolves  the  $  ,  and  Ib  will  Volatilize  the 
Mercury  fet  at  Liberty,  in  fuch  wife,  as  it  will  afeend 
with  the  Water,  like  a  fubtile  Spirit  >  which,  (concen¬ 
trated  and  made  fit  by  Redification  )  either  by  a  So¬ 
lution  of  G,  or  by  fome  other  contrary  Acidity,  is 
rendred  Corporeal ,  according  to  the  Method  above 
ffiewed.  If  any  one,  to  as  much  as  he  hath, 
take  half  fo  much  Salarmoniack^,  the  Tartar  fo  much  the 
more  readily  preys  upon  the  alfo  much  more  Mer¬ 
cury  iffiueth  thence,  than  by  Tartar  only. 

Note :  But  fince  this  way,  in  one  Diftillatron,  but 
little  Mercury  afeends,  fuch  an  Operation  may  be  per¬ 
formed  in  a  large  Vefica  •,  yet  with  this  Caution,  viz. 
that  the  Atembeik^  and  Refrigeratory  be  not  made  ot 
Copper,  but  of  Tin  or  Lead.  This  way  of  Operating 
by  a  Vefica  will  be  of  great  ufe,  efpecially  for  inch  co¬ 
vetous  Men,  as  cannot  be  content  with  few  things  • 

but 
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but  always  labour  with  the  perpetual  Poverty  of  an 
unfatiable  Spirit  ■,  although ,  they  more  than  fL.ffici 
cntly  abound  with  the  fulnefs  of  all  delireable  things, 
lor  he  is' only  Rich,  who  is  always  content  with  his 
picfent  Fortune. 

The  way  of  V-reptnwg  Mercury  of  Saturn,  by  Tar¬ 
tar  only. 

R.  One  or  two  Ifc.  of  the  Rafpings  or  Filings  of 
j  Saturn  ,  upon  which  pour  Hltecn,  or  twenty  lb.  of 

'  llrong  Vinegar  ot  Wine,  and  mix  therewith  a  little 

i  pulvcri2cd  But  the  Vinegat  perfe  fhould  be  im- 

!  pregnated  with  no  finall  quantity  of  Tartar.  Which 
Tartar.,  if  you  diftil  with  the  Mixture,  the  Phlegm  in 
Dillillation  carries  over  with  it  ftlf  a  fubtile  Mercu¬ 
rial  Spirit  j  which  muft  befeparated  from  the  Fhlegm, 
in  manner  as  we  above  taught.  The  Solution  of  f 
■  will  remain  in  the  bottom.  Thence  alfo,  by  the  help 
of  Salt  of  Tu'tar.,  §  may  be  extra(3:ed  by  Retort  •,  yet 
it  is  not  fo  good  as  the  other,  which  afeended  in  the 
form  of  a  fubtile  Spirit. 

The  way  of  Preparing  Mercury  ^  Antimony,  by  the 
help  of  Tartar  only. 

'  R.  Some  Pounds  of  ftrong  Animonial  Red  Lixivi¬ 
um.,  (made of  Antimony  duly,  decrepitate  and  melted 
\9‘n\\Tjrtar  and  Nitre^  which  put  into  a  Glafs  Body 
fet  in  Sand,  as  we  above  taught,  in  treating  of  the 
Fixation  of  ^  :  Afterward,  through  the  Tunnel,  lei- 
furely  and  at  times,  ^our  upon  the  Livixium  moft 
ftrong  Wine  Vinegar,  until  both  (  viz.  the  Lixivium 
and  Vinegar)  ccafe  to  A<9t  upon  each  other.  This 
being  done,  if  by  Diftillation  you  feparate  all  the  Hu¬ 
midity,  the  Sulphureous  Spirit  of  Antimony.,  will  afeend 
in  the  form  ol  a  fubtil  Spirit,  fmelling  like  Sulphur  : 

<  Which  after  Redification,  either  with  a  Solution  of 
K  or  0,  becomes  Corporeal,  and  (b  habile,  as  it  may 
;  be  converted  into  a  fixed  Tindure. 

The  Aiethod  of  Dijlilling  a  tinging  Mercurial  Spirit- 
from  Metals  another  way. 

We  above  fhewed ,  that  from  Metals  moll  firmly 
(  compact,  a  tinging  ^  and  b  could  not  be  extraded, 
i  unlefs  the  Metals  be  firlt  dilTolved,  or  mortified  •,  and 
that  in  fuch  Mortification,  there  is  a  Spirit  fo  apt  to 
be  afibciated,  as,  in  the  very  hour  of  Mortification,  it 
lays  hold  of,  and  carries  up  with  it  felf,  the  afeending 
Spirit,  or  Soul  of  Metals.  Yet  among  all,  pure  Spi- 
,  .  rit  of  Wine  well  dephlegmatcd,  I  judge  bell becaufe 
in  abHracftion  it  carries  over  with  it  felf  the  moll  pure 
and  0  of  Metals,  and  leaves  the  Grofs  dead  Body 
behind  in  the  bottom  fo  as,  fuch  Mercury^  as  you 
fliall  draw  forth  in  dillillingby  Spirit  of  Wine,  will  be 
much  purer,  and  more  Virtuous  in  Tinging,  than  the 
other,  which  you  difiil  off  by  common  Water  only  i 
and  that  for  this  efpecially,  viz,,  becaufe  this  Spirit, 

’  *■  which  is  extrabled  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  from  more 
{  pure  is  rendred  moll  pure  by  Rcblification.  Which  is 
!  a  thing  impoftible  to  be  effefted,  where  the  Sulphu¬ 
reous  5  of  Metals  lhall  afeend  by  the  help  of  common 
Water  becaufe  then  the  W^ater  only,  in  Redification, 
is  diftilled  off,  but  the  ^  remains  in  the  bottom,  in 
form  of  a  Red  Powder  :  And  the  other,  which  is  fub- 
limed  by  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  afterward  by  Redlifi- 
carion  fubtilired  to  an  higher  degree,  and  meliorated  in 
its  tinging  Virtue,  is  not  only  in  Medicine,  but  alfo  in 
the  Melioration  of  Metals,  Gems,  and  the  mere  igno¬ 


ble  pretious  Stones,  an  hundred  fold  more  cfiicacioufly 
conducent  to  tinge  them  to  a  Conliancy,  than  thefor- 
,  mer,  which, in  dihiiling,  afeends  by  Water  only  •,  and 
by  Redlification  cannot  be  exalted^  or  mulriplyed  in 
its  Virtue,  fo  well  as  the  other,  made  by  Spirit  of  Wine. 
That  Sulphureous  y,.. which  afeends  by  help  of  Spirit 
of  Wine,  is  endued  with  lb  fubtil  and  penetrative 
Power,  as  to  it  in  the  VclTcl  is  given  fuch  Ingrefs,  by 
which  Metals  and  Gems  are  tinged  with  a  more  con- 
llant  and  durable  Red,  or  Yellow  Colour,  than  can  be 
annihilated  or  impaired  by  any  Corrolive  Waters,  or 
by  the  violence  of  Fire  j  efpecially  if  it  be  diftilled 
from  apt  tinging  Subjedls,  as  the  Fitriol  of  S'  and  ?, 
or  from  Antimony.  Of  which  1  fuppofe  enough  is 
now  fpoken. 

Therefore,  if  any  one  be  defirous  of  knowing  more 
touching  this  Matter,  him  (  for  his  further  and  more 
clear  Information  of  the  fame)  I  refer  to  the  Seventh 
Part  of  our  Spagyrick^  Pharmacopcea  ^  where  he  will  find, 
we  have  prolixly  taught,  touching  the  extradrion  of 
Tindtures,  from  Red  Corals ,  and  other  tinging  Sub- 
jedts. 

The  way  of  making  good  Mercury  of  Saturn  and 
Luna. 

R.  Of  T?,  or  D,  Ifej.  which,  dilTolved  in  Aqua 
Fortis,  precipitate  with  Salt-water,  edulcorate  the  Calx 
with  Sweet  water,  and  dry  it.  When  dryed,  mix  with 
it  a  fourth  part  of  our  ^  fixed  unto  Whitenefs,  Di- 
llil  from  the  Mixture  in  a  coated  Retort  its  0  with 
ftrong  Fire ,  which  notwithftanding  will  not  be  living 
b,  but,  in  the  form  of  a  Sublimate,  will  adhere  to  the 
Neck  of  the  Retort,  in  weight  heavy,  and  to  the  Talle 
of  the  Tongue  very  (harp.  Indeed  there  will  not 
i  be  fo  great  a  quantity  of  it,  as  fome  may  delire,  yet  it 
I  is  worthy  of  the  highcll  Eftimation.  For  in  a  Cold 
Cellar  it  is  eafily  dilTolved,  and  becomes  a  ftrong  Mer¬ 
curial  Water,  which  dilTolves  all  Metals.  This  Water  j _ 

prepared  of  b  joyns  it  felf  (  with  an  incredible  Love  ) 
with  the  Soul  of  $  •,  and  fuffers  it  felf  to  be  fixed 
with  it  into  Tindlure  ^  This  Water  prepared  of  0 
readily  dilTolves  Gold,  and  with  it  palTeth  into  Tin- 
dlure.  The  Reafon,  why,  I  in  Diftillation,  mix  fixed 
^  with  the  1?  or  D,  is  this  :  Since  both  thefe  Sub- 
jeds,  precipitated,  as  we  above  mention,  with  Salt¬ 
water,  are  very  fufile  and  penetrating,  eafily  melt  to¬ 
gether  into  one,  and  in  Diftillation  yeild  no  Nor 
can  Sand  Or  Earth  prevent  this  Fluxion.  Wherefore, 

I  could  find  r;othing  more  conducible,  than  our  white 
fixed  Sulphur. 

The  way  of  Preparing  Mercury  of  Jupiter. 

Jupiter  gives  forth  from  it  felf,  a  mod  excellent 
Mercury,  in  form  of  a  fubtil  Spirit  •,  which,  above  all 
other  Mercuries,  is  moft  earneftly  beloved  andatfraded 
by  Gold.  ,For  if  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  it  be  put 
into  any  Solution  of  Gold,  it  in  a  moment  draws  to 
it  felf  all  the  Gold  from  the  flciarp  Aqua  Fegis,  and  to-"^ 
gether  with  it  fettles  to  the  bottom,like  a  purple  Pow¬ 
der.  This  is  the  beft:  Precipitation  of  c-:,  when  you 
(hall  extrad  it  with  Aqua  Kegis  from  Sand  and  Stones : 
Becaufe,  by  this  Precipitation,  the  Aqua  Regis  may  be 
ufed  again  for  extrading  O  from  Sand  and  Stones,  as 
'ton  may  more  amply  read  in  our  Seventh  Part  of  the 
Profperity  of  Germany ,  where  we  have  plainly  writ 
touching  this  kind  of  Extradion,  But  in  another  man¬ 
ner,  may  be  prepared  as  powerful  a  Mercurial  Water 
from  all  Metals,  by  the  help  of  my  Secret  Sal  Armo. 

niac\ 
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which,  by  Parnceffus  and  Helmont^  is  called  the 
Liquor  Alcabefts  touching  which,  I  have  largely  trea¬ 
ted  in  the  Seventh  Part  cf  cnyf  Spa^\iric}^Pbjrmjcop<iea^ 
where  he  who  loves  fo  great  Gihs  of  GOD,  may 
fatishe  his  Appetite  to  the  full. 

Behold^  I  frefent  thee  another  way^  hy  wkich^  vntlout 
any  Charge  or  ExyerjJe  of  JVloney^  you  may  eajtly 
fregare  as  much  cf  the  Fhilofoyhkkt^^  asyouwiU. 

I  vi’ould  not  have  you  to  fuppofe,  I  hree  infert  this  fo 
fiinking  a  Procefs,  to  the  end  you  fhould  follow  this, 
rather  than  the  before- mentioned  s  but  I  add  this,  that 
the  common  (brt  of  Men,  fimple  and  poor,  may  fee» 
that  they  may,  by  fuch  a  Method  as  this,  fupprefs  their 
Poverty,  and  attain  to  the  Acquifition  of  fo  noble  an 
univerfal  Medicine^  as  well  as  any  other  of  the  great 
and  mighty  Men  of  the  World,  by  their  ample  For¬ 
tunes. 

Whofoever  is  but  a  little  Skilled  in  Chymiflry^  well 
knows,  that  every  and  9  arife  from  one  only  Ori¬ 
ginal  j  and  that  the  Sulphur  in  Herbs,  and  alfo  that  in 
Animals,  is  of  no  lefs  Virtue,  than  the  other  in  Me¬ 
tals,  Fixation  only  excepted.  For  as  this  in  Metals  is 
found  more  fixed  than  that  in  Minerals,  fo  the  Mine¬ 
ral  ^  is  more  fixed  than  the  Animal,  and  Vegetable. 
The  fame  is  to  be  judged  of  Mercury.  But  that  we 
may  wander  no  further,  but  return  again  to  our  Pur- 
pofe,  and  clearly  preferibe  th*e  Method  of  Preparing 
an  univerfal  Medicine^  of  Humane  Vrine  and  Vung^  I 
will  very  briefly  difeover  the  Procefs  in  thefe  follow¬ 
ing  Words. 

W-  A  good  quantify  of  humane  Dung  and  Urine, 
colleded  in  feme  capacious  VeflTel,  and  (  after  they 
have  flood  together  about  a  Month  ,  and  when  the 
Salt  fhall  be  exaftly  united  with  the  5«/y»A«r,and  Mer¬ 
cury  by  Fermentation  )  from  thence,  by  an  Alemhick^  in 
Balneo^  diflil  the  Mercurial  Sulphureous  Spirit  >  which 
indeed  will  be  very  fubtil,  but  fmell  flrong.  Yet  af¬ 
ter  Redification,  as  we  have  taught,  it  may  be  con- 
joyned  with  a  Solution  of  Gold,  and,  by  moderate 
heat,  be  gradually  fixed  into  an  univerfal  Medicine^  for 
Hum^ane  and  Metallick  Bodies. 

Hote  ;  The  aforefaid  Stink  vanifheth  fo  fbon  as  the 
Aqua  Regis  hath  Accefs.  Wherefore,  thofe  Philofb- 
phers,who  have  laboured  in  Matters  of  evil  and  flrong 
Smells,  did  always  fpeak  of  fuffocating  their  venc- 
mous  Dragon  in  Stygian  Waters.  But  among  all  Phi- 
lofophers,  that  ever  I  read,  I  find  no  Man  more  ex¬ 
cellently  to  have  writ,  touching  this  matter,  than  the 
P’lflofopher  Neufementius^  in  a  certain  fmall  Treatife  of 
his  ,  intituled.  Of  the  Salt  and  Spirit  of  the  World  ^ 
where  he  fo  explains  the  Table  of  Hermes^  as  he  ren¬ 
ders  it  moft  worthy  to  be  Read  j  becaufe  he  hath  fb  very 
prolixly,  and  largely,  with  exquifit  ftudy  and  diligence, 
pplained  all  things  whatfoever,  the  laudable  Hermes, 
in  very  few  Words,  left  to  Poflerity  in  his  Smaragdine 
Table. 


J  C  0%0  L  LAKE 

Lthough  I  have,  in  this  fmall  Trad,  fo  largely 
and  clearly  treated  of  Preparing  the  of 

Phi'of()phers,  as  it  feems  altogether  needlefs  to  trou¬ 
ble  the  Reader,  with  a  further  Paraphrafe  i  lince  from 
him,  1  have  not  concealed  any  Methods  of  manual 


Operation,  but  have  fb  revealed  all  things  ncceflary 
to  be  known,,  as  he  (  who,  only  feeking  the  bare  Let- 
t^er  of  the  prefciibed  Method,  knows  not  how  to  ela¬ 
borat^  his  own  intended  Work)  may  rather  be  ac¬ 
counted  a  Man^  of  z  dull  Capacity,  than  a  C  hymical 
Operator;  Yet  lince  untball  infatiable  Sons  of  Avarice, 
according  tu  this  my  Dfecription.  there  feems  to  be 
too  fmall  a  part  of  Mercury  exfraded,  I  (  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  alfo  )  will  demonftrate  yet  another  Method, 
by  which  they  may  obtain  a  larger  quantity  of  good 
tinging  y,  than  from  Metals  can  be  gained.  But  firft 
every  one,  who  will  cxercife  him- 
felf  in  this  kind  of  Labour,  fhould  fliew  himfelf  a  di¬ 
ligent  Operator, fhunning  no  Pains;  Know,  that  Vul¬ 
gar  Mercury  may  eafily  be  fo  prepared  by  Art,  as  to 
be  as  much  conducent  for  Tinging,  as  the  Mercury 
of  Metals.  Yet  they  muft  firfl  procure  Tindure  to 
It,  by  tinging  Metals,  as  by  $  and  Antimony.  For, 
of  Its  own  proper  Nature,  it  hath  no  Tindure  at  all 
in  It  felf  j  but  it  muft  neceffarily  receive  the  fame 
from  other  Metals,  (in  which  GOD  and  Nature  co¬ 
operating  have  infited  it )  before  it ,  can  exercife 
the  Power  and  Faculty  of  Tinging.  But  which  way 
fuch  a  Tindure  may  commodioufly  be  taken, and  acqui¬ 
red  from  certain  Stones  tinged  byNarurc,or  from  certain 
Metallick,  and  Mineral  Subjeds,  hath  been  by  me,  in 
various  places  of  my  Writings,  fo  frequently  mentio¬ 
ned,  as  I  judge  it  not  neceffary  to  Difeourfe  further 
thereabout  in  this  place.  But  here,  I  will  freely  ex- 
pofe  to  publick  view  the  way  of  Preparing  vulgar  ^ 
fo,  as  it  may  be  able  to  extrad  Tindures  from  Me¬ 
tals,  Minerals  and  Stones. 

]^.  Common  Mercury  ftj.  Which  as  foon  as  you 
have  diffolved  in  Aqua  Fortis,  mortifie  the  Aqua  For¬ 
tis  by  pouring  on  Spirit  of  Vrine,  and  when  you 
fhall  byRctort,  in  hot  Safld,  have  abftraded  thence 
all  the  unprofitable  Water,  and  adminiftred  a  ftronger 
Fire,  the  Mercury  will  fublimc  it  fclf  in  the  Neck  of 
the  Retort,  white  in  Colour,  but  difeovering  no  An¬ 
gular  Acrimony  upon  the  Tongue.  Such  a  fublimate 
as  this,  is  eafily  diffolved  by  help  of  common  W'ater. 
This  Mercurial  Water  is  endued  with  a  power  of 
extrading  Tindures  from  Metals,  Gems,  and  other 
more  ignoble  Stones.  In  which  very  Work ,  even 
Proferpina,i\itW\k  of  Pluto,  will  fcarce  elaborate  any 
thing  m.ore  excellent :  Therefore,  when  this  $  hath 
drawn  fo  much  Blood  from  the  Red  Lyon,  as  it  no 
longer  remains  White,  but  becomes  totally  Red  i  then 
indeed  it  hath  acquired  the  Melioration  of  one  higher 
degree  ^  but  as  yet,  it  is  able  to  work  no  Miracles  in 
Tinging.  Now,  that  it  may  be  exalted  to  fo  great 
Perfedion,  as  to  be  admirably  efficacious  in  Tranfmu- 
tation  i  this  Red  Mercury  muft  again  be  vivified,  and 
again  (  as  we  taught  above  )  mortified and  if  this 
Labour  be  repeated  feven,  nine,  or  twelve  times,  it 
will  be  fufficiently  impregnated  with  Tindure.  This 
being  done,  you  have  nothing  clfe  to  do,  but  to  fix 
this  tinging  Mercury  into  a  fufile  Red  Stone,  which 
will  thenceforth  perform  the  fame  (yea  perhaps  more  ) 
in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  than  the  Mercury  of 
Metals  it  felf. 

Although,  I  have  here  revealed  the  Melioration  of 
common  Mercury  ■,  yet,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,.no  Man 
will  readily  fet  himfelf  about  its  Preparation,  nor  ad¬ 
venture,  by  Tryal,  to  experience  the  truth  of  this. 
For  com-monly,  every  good  thing  is  difefleemed,  if  it 
want  external  Splendor.  Some  years  ago,  I  did  ear- 
neftly,and  highly  commend  to  fome  of  my  mofl  loving 
Friends,  the  Exaltation  of  common  Mercury  ■,  yet  no 
one  of  them  took  fo  much  notice  thereof,  as  ever  to 
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fet  his  band  to  the  Work.  W'herefore  no  Man  needs 
to  fear,  that  Art  will  be  made  too  common,  although 
I  had  publifhed  the  fame  ,  defcribed  even  with  a 
Cplar  Kay.  Indeed,  I  intended  to  have  divulged 
more,  touching  fuch  fublimate  Mercury^  as  may  be 
dilTolved  with  common  Water,  viz.  how  many  other 
famous  Works  may  be  performed  with  it,  befidesthe 
Tranfmutation  of  Metals  ^  but  for  brevity  fake,  I  here 
defift  at  prefent ;  Yet  after  a  little  while,  (if  GOD 


iZ_ 

permit )  I  will  elfewhere  treat  of  the  fame.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  the  loving  Reader  kindly  accept  of 
thefe  :  For  hence  he  may  bealfured  of  the  polhbility 
of  exalting  common  §  fo  far,  as  to  be  equal  in  Vir¬ 
tue  to  the  Mercury  of  Metals  :  In  which  Aflertion 
every  ftudious  Artift  maj^  fafely  conhde,  and  perfuade 
himfelf,  that  I  here  give  no  other  Teftimpny,  than 
I  have  learned  by  my  own  Experience  often- 
times. 


T  . . .  -■  ^ - - - - - - - - - -  -  .n — t-  ■ 

O  F  T  H  E 

Salt  of  PHI  LOSOPHERS. 


Ho)»,  and  ruhence.  That  is  Trepared^  and  of  vnbat  ufe  It  is  in  Medicine 
and  Chymiftry. 


THofe  our  venerable  Ancefforsj  the  ariciehf 
Phirofophers,  have  indeed  copioufly  writ¬ 
ten  many  things  ,  touching  this  Third 
Part.of  the  Principle  of  Metals,  wz. 

Yet  fo  very  oblcurely,  as  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for 
a  Man  to  learn  thence.  Fundamentally,  any  thing  of 
moment  :  Yea,  I  might  fay,  it  hath  happened  t6 
very  few  ,  to  know  how. ,  to  prepare  the  Salt  of 
Thilafaphers ,  but  on  the  contrary,  fix  hundred  haire 
ruined  themfelves  ,  and  loft  all  their  Fortunes  in  la¬ 
bouring  thereabout.  After,  I  alfo  had,  for  fome  years 
together,  expended  great  Labour  and  Coft  ^  befides 
what  I  fpent  in  acquiring  both  the  other  Principles, 
mz.  Sulphur  and  Mercury.,  (  which  vvere  underftood  by 
me,  about  two  years  fineq  )  it  pleafed  the  moft  wile 
G  O  D  at  length,  alfo  to  reveal  to  me  this  moft  fa¬ 
mous  Salt.  Wherefore,  I  could  not  refrain  from  com¬ 
municating  fome  thing  of  it  to  Pofterity,  for  the ’Glory 
of  my  GOD,  and  for  divulging  his  wonderous 
Works ,  not  doubting,  but  that  this  my  Revelation 
may  be  of  great  Concern  ,  to  open  the  Eyes  of  this 
blind  World.  Becaufe ,  they  may  be  helped  by  fuch 
a  Salt,  of  which,  fo  incredible  W^orks  may  be  prepa¬ 
red,  as,  I  am  now  about  to  write,  and  are  already 
fufficiently  known  to  me. 

I  can  unto  every  Man  fafely,  furely  and  truly  affirm, 
that  whatfoever  1  here  write,  are  not  the  idle  Dreams 
of  a  vain  Man ,  nor  patched  together  out  of  other 
Books,  but  true  and  folid  Experiments,  which  1  my 
felfwith  the  help  of  thefe  my  hands,  have  found  out. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  here  fay,  that  I  could  give  no  cre¬ 
dit  at  all  to  him,  who  no  long  time  before  diftovered 
fomething  to  me,  touching  fuch  Arcanum^ sj,  but  I 
thought  his  Words  intimated  Paradoxes  arid'impolfi- 
bilities  i  although  I  had  read  Philofophers,  who  writ: 
lie  that  hath  the  Salt  if  Metals.,  hath  the  Stone  of  ?hi- 
lofopherr.  1  alfo  well  know,  that  the  Salts  of  Metals., 
according  as  they  been  hitherto  every  where  frau 
dulently  prefented  by  Pfeudo-Chymiji's.,  having  no  folid 
Foundation,  do  not  indeed  deferve  the  name  of  Salts', 
being  no  other,  than  fuch  Vitriols as  by  the  fharp 
Spirits  of  Salts.,  are  prepared  of  Metals  s  and  are  not 
at  all  efficacious  to  meliorate  any  of  the  more  vile 
Metals  On  the  contrary  ,  vve  certainly  know,  that 


our  more  true  Salts  do  fb  amend  all  impetfeeft  Me¬ 
tals,  as  great  and  gainful  Fruit  may  be  reaped  thence, 
as  by  the  following  (hall  be  clearly  made  appear.  But 
before  we  write  any  thing  of  the  life,  of  this  Royal 
Salt,  it  will  be  worth  while  to  premilc  fomething 
briefly, alnd  truly, touching  the  Preparation  of  the  fame. 

Of  the  Treparation  of  the  Salt  of  Philofbphers. 

Now,  that  t  may,  vvithout  any  vvandring  Ambages, 
deferibe  the  Method  of  Preparing  this  Salt,  which  is 
incomparable  and  Royal,  know  in  very  deed,  that 
this  Saltis  no  other,  than  common  (  but  rightly  pre¬ 
pared  )  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  Coagufated  by  white  fufible 
Sulphur  into  a  fweet  Salt,  which  imprelTeth  not  oa 
the  Tongue,  the  leaft  Saline  favour  i  but  rather  feems 
to  be  a  Stone  that:  Salt,  although  fufible,  like  any  other 
liquid  Salt.  '  But  how  that  Oyl  of  Pltriol^  or  Univer- 
fal  Acidity,  may  be  changed  into  fuch  a  wonderful 
Stone,  no^t  Corrofive,  1  purpofe'not  to  divulge.  It 
Is  enough  for  me  pofitively  to  affirm,  it  njay  be  done. 

Whofbever  defircs  to  know  more  of  it,  let  him  im¬ 
plore  the  help  of  GOD,  and  perufe  the  Writings  of 
Philofophers,  that  if  he  be  worthy  of  this  divine  Gift, 
he  mky  be  helped  ^  if  he  be  not  worthy,  I  cannot 
help  him.  For  as  I  acquired  that,  not  without  pray¬ 
ing  and  Peeking  »  fo  alfo,  muft:  every  other  Man  rcfolve 
to  do  :  Bccaufe,  no  Mari  fhall  ever  get  more  out  of 
me,  than  what  I  here  have  willingly  difeovered  for 
publick  Good.  Now  follows 

Tloe  incredible  Virtue  and  Efficacy,  which  thii  wonder^ 
ful  Salt  manifefis  in  Preparation  of  Tindlures,for 
exalting  all  Meids  and  Minerals  to  the  piifeaioh 
of  Gold. 

AlthoiTgh  it  is  before  faid,  that  Salt,  or  the  Stone 
of  Philofophers,  is  only  prepared  of  Acid  Vitriol-,  yet 
I  thought  it  rieceftary  alio,  here  to  publilh,  that  Oyl 
of  may  be  prepared  divers  ways,fo  as  orie  or  an¬ 
other  may  prepare  it,  this  Way  or  that  way,  as  he  plea- 
feth.  For  the  common  and  vulgarly  known  Gyl  of 
Vitriol,  fuffers  it  felf  (  by  the  help  of  Sulphur  )  to  bft 
cafily  tranfmuted  into  a  Sweet  Stone  :  Bccaufe  Sul¬ 
'S.  phut. 
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phur  atone  is  endued  with  Power  of  edulcorating  all 
Corrofives,  and  of  Coagulating  them  into  fuch  a 
Stone,  or  Salt,  by  the  benefit  of  which.  Wonders  may 
be  done,  both  in  Medicint  and  yAohymy,  Fhilofophers 
do  indeed  perfuade  us,  that,  out  of  Pdtriolf  an  Oyl  of 
a  Blood-Red-Colour  may  bi^^extrad'ed  by  Art,  with 
which,  White  Metals  may  be  tinged  into  Red  ;  But 
the  way  of  Preparing  this,  they  deferibed  not* 
This  is  that,  which  is  moft  ftudioufly  fought  by  the 
Adorers  of  the  Chymical  Art,  but  hath  hitherto  been 
found  by  very  few  j  and  therefore  is  generally  thought, 
by  almoft  all  Inquifitors,  to  be  impolbble,  whatfoever 
Philofbphers  have  writ  thereabout,  and  bow  clearly, 
and  plainly  foever  deferibed  it.  Bafil  Valentine  doth, 
tvith  Par  ace  Ifut^ciW  this  our  Oyl  of  Vitriol  tinged  with 
a  Red  Colour,  the  Blood  of  the  Green  Lyon  ^  but  Bra- 
cefits^  the  Wood,  or  Tree  of  Lifei  y^rgil^  a  Bough, 
or  Branch.plucked  by  proferpina's  help  from  the  concea¬ 
led  Tree  :  Alfo,  Ovid  ufeth  divers  other  Exprellions, 
in  the  Defeription  of  this  Tin(3:ure. 

This  Red  Oyl  fuffers  it  felf  to  be  Coagulated  into  a 
Stone,  not  Corrofivc,  as  well  as  the  Common  Oyl :  But 
this  Coagulate  is  totally  Red,  and  the  other  is  White 
only.  Therefore,  there  is  a  neceffity,  that  the  diffe¬ 
rence  of  both  be  known.  For  of  both  thefe,  what  the 
White  is  able  to  do,  the  Red  cannot  do*,  and  \yhat  the 
Red  can  effed,  is  impoffible  to  be  performed  by  the 
White.  That  Red  Oyl  tingeth  white  Mctallick  Bo¬ 
dies  into  Gold,  and  fo  tingeth  white  Chryftals  into 
Gems  of  all  kind  of  Colours,  f  according  to  the  Ope¬ 
rators  Fleafuie)  as,  in  Elegancy,  they  become  , alto¬ 
gether  like  to  the  Native.  But  the  White  tingetli  not, 
becaufe  it  felf  wanteth  Tindurc,  which  notwithftan- 
ding  may  be  procured  to  it ;  Yet  it  extrads  the  Tin- 
dures  from  all-precious,  and  more,  ignoble  Stones,  and 
by  them  isfo  tinged,  as  it  is,  thenceforth  able  to  tinge 
white  Metals  into  Gold, and  white  Chryftal  intol^au- 
tlful  Stones  of  every  Colour,  and  that  with  as  excellent 
Splendor,  as  their  Brother.,  the  Ruby,  enjoys.  In  a 
Word,  our  Salt  ‘of  Metals,  or  Stone  of  Philpfbphets 
alone,  and  per  fe^  is  fo  great  a  particular  Ruler  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Kingdom  of  by  amending, it 

tranfnintes  all  imperfed  Metals  into  Gold,  and  com¬ 
mon  Stones  Tnto  precious :  Yet. unto  it,  is 'denied  Inr 
grefs  into  Vulgar  5.  But  the  fixed  5  of  Metals  will 
abundantly  perform  that»  as  is  before  abovemen- 
tioned.  Nifw,  as  touching  this  Mercury,  which  tbofe 
imperfed  Metals,  I//2.  h  -ii  $  and  ?,  contain  in  them- 
feivcs,  our  Sulphuris  fo  very  fit  for  tinging  that,  as,  for 

o^her  help,  .'ffiere- 
ftre  it  is  mod  certain,  that  the  Salt  of  Metals  obtains 
Priority  in  the  Chymical  Laboratory»  One  thing  I  am 
freely  willing  to  djicover,  viz.  this  :  If  any  one  would 
take  away  the  fixed  Tindure,  or  tinging  Soul  from 
precious  Stones,  as  Cranatet f  Bubies^  Saphiref^  Lazure 
Stones,  and  other  common  Stories,  and  add  to"  them 
alfo,  a  fmall  part  of  pure  Silver,  our  Magnetick  Salt 
will  extiad  the  Tindure  from  the  Stone,  and  at  the 
fame  moment,  in  which  it  extrads  the  fame,  incorpo¬ 
rate  the  added  Silver,  with  the  Tindure,  and  tinge 
the  fame  into  Gold  :  So,  as  it  will  affed  a  Man  with 
admiration  to  fee,  that  in  one  and  the  fame  Subjed, 
Ihould  be  both  an  attradive  and  expulfivc  Virtue. 
Perhaps  hence,  that  moft  ancient  Philofopher  Pythago¬ 
ras  drew  his. Opinion*,  for  he  believed  fuch  aTranf- 
migration,and  taught, that  the  Soul,  as  (oon  as  itpalfcd 
out  of  tlie  mortal  Body  of  Man,  it  entred  into  fome 
othernear  adjoyning  Subjed, and  there  inhabit’d.  Indeed 
they,  that  labour  in  Metals  and  Stones,  do  find  fuch 
a  Procefs  j  but  with  the  Soul  breathing  out  of  the  Bo¬ 


dy  of  Man,  the  matier  is  far  otherwife.  for  here 
Bodies  are  not  required,  but  Spirits,  which  at  the 
hour  ot  Death  receive  the  Souls  of  dyihg  Men  and 
convey  them  to  Places  by  GOD  appointed.  Accor¬ 
ding  as  the  Man  hath  jived,  either  Well  or  Ill  fo 
thofe  Spirits  will  ad  at  the  end  of  Life,  each  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  Office  ^  fo  as,  the  Souls  of  pious  Men 
^all  be  received  by  Spirits  of  Lights  but  impious 
aouls,  by  the  Spirits  of  infernal  darknefs.  In  the 
Mortification  of  Metals  and  Minerals,  Philofophcrs 
alfo  want  not  their  peculiar  Spirits,  which  receive 
and  tranlport  the  flying  Souls  of  Metals  and  Mine¬ 
rals.  Touching  which  Tranfportation  of  Souls,  we 
*  Tran':  fome  mention  above ,  where  we 

duaion.  .I^reatcaof  the  Fixation  of  Metals.  Alfo 
*'  this  TradudTon  was  highly  efteemed 
by  ancient  Philolbphers,  efpccially  by  Neufementiuj^ 
who  (aid:  By  this  Power,  viz.  By  the  Spirit  and  Salt 
of  the  IV orld^  rve  deliver  the  Souls  of  the  Dead  from 
ihe^  Prifon  of  Hell.  Therefore,  wholbever  (hall  be  well 
Skilled  in  this  kind  of  operating,  he  will  be  able  to 
do  wonders  ifi  this^Chymical  Kingdom  of  Metals. 
For  if  you  add  the  Spirit  and  Salt  of  the  World  to 
any  Meial  diffolved,  and  by  Retort  diftil  the  Mixture, 
they  will  carry  over  with  themfelves,  the  fnoft  pure 
part  of  the  Metal,  vU.  its  tinging  Soul,  and  leave  no¬ 
thing  behind  in  Hell  with  Pluto.,  but  the  grofs  and 
unprofitable  Body.  Wherefore,  who(bevcr  can  right- 
^  feparate  that  tranfduced  tinging  Spirit  of  Metals, 
from  the  Spirit  of  the  World,  he  will  abfolutely  be 
polfciTed  of  a  fixed  Tini^ure :  Becaufe ,  that  ftrong 
tranfporting  Spirit  doth  alfo  fix  the  volatile  Soul  of 
Metals,  and  render  it  conftant  in  Fire.  And,  although 
that  S^bjeft  was  moft  volatile,  from  which  the  Tin- 
^ore  was  difiilled  by  the  Salt  of  the  World,  as  by  one 
only  Diftillation  from  common  Sulphur^  Auripigmenta 
Cinnabar ine  Sulphur,  and  the  like  i  yet  you  will  ac¬ 
quire  a  Tinifturc,  conftant  in  all  Fire,  not  only  for 
Huinane  and  Mctallick  Bodies,  but  alfo  for  Gems. 
So  very  potent  Virtue  is  latent,  in  thefe  abjed  Sub- 
jed^,  and  in  the  Spirit  and  Salt  of  the  World,  rejetft- 
cd  by  the  great  Troop  of  proud  Men.  But  the  Me- 
tho<|  of  ufing  fuch  Pearls  legitimately,  for  the  TranG 
duiftion  of  Metals,  had  need  to  be  Sealed  up  with  the 
Seal  of  the  laudable  Philofopher  Harpocrates^  left  (b 
great  a  Treafure  be  caft  under  the  Feet  of  fordid 
Swine.  Touching  a  like  Compendium  of  fixing  Vo¬ 
latile  Metals,  and  Minerals,  we  (GOD  willing) 
purpofe  hereafter  fo  teach  more  at  large. 

Now,  we  having  generally  underftood,  what  out 
Salt  of  Philofophcrs  is  able  to  perform  in  the  Tranf* 
mutation  of  Metals,  I  judge  it  not  amifs,  to  difeover  ^ 
how  gteat,  profitable  and  powerful  Faculties,  it  is  alfo 
endued  with,  even  befides  the  Tranfmutation  of  Me¬ 
tals.  But  here,  by  the  way  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that 
our  Salt  of  Fhilofophers  is  infignized  with  many  other 
Names,  which  ancient  Philofophcrs  impofed  on  it, 
not  without  pregnant  Reafbns.  For,  according  as  they 
beheld  the  various  Wonders  they  were  able  to  per¬ 
form  by  the  help  of  that  fb  they  alfo  gave  Names 
unto  it  i  fometimesjthey  called  it  the  Soap  of  the  fVrfe-, 
another  time,  Hercules  or  the  Herculean  Key  *,  fome- 
tirow,  the  Key  of  the  Philnfophers'.,  &c.  and  all  this  by 
reafon  of  its  exceeding  great  Potency  and  Virtue, where¬ 
by  it  always  rendred  ir  felf  worthy  of  one  or  other 
of  thefe  Names.  fVhy  did  they  call  it,  the  Soap  of  the 
'  Becaufe  it  renders  thofe  Metallick  Bodies  , 
which  are  waftied  with  it,  moft  purely  white.  Indeed 
Wafher  women  have  their  Soap  made  of  Oyl  and 
Lixivium,  With  which  they  wafh  filthy  Garments  unto 
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Whirenefs.  Leather-Vref  rr  ufe  a  kind  of  Sea p  to 

clcanfe  their  Skins  from  all  Impurities.  Alfo, 
have  their  deanling  Earth, with  which  they  well  know, 
how  to  purifie  their  fullicd  CloathS.  Nor  do  Apothe¬ 
caries  ufe  their  tierbs  for  Medicaments,  before  they 
have  waflted  them  in  clean  Water.  So  alfo,  common 
Chymills  fo  long  wafh  irs.pure  Metals  ,  by  dulcitied 
Corrolives,  till  they  pafs  into  ^and  ?.  But  moll  ex¬ 
perienced  Philofophers  walh  Gold ,  until  it  becomes 
Tindure.  Hence  is  that  kind  of  Soap,  which  they 
life  for  walhing,  called  the  Soap  of  the  Wife. 

But  fome  may  objed,  faying  ;  I  contradid  ray  felfi 
tccaufe  a  little  before,  I  faid,  Gold  and  Silver  were 
Homogencafand  did  rotat  all  participate  of  Heterogc- 
niery.  To  whom  i  anfwcr.  I  confefs,  1  did  fay  fo,  yet 
}  would  be  underftood,  to  fpeak  fo  with  reference  to 
thofc  common  and  known  Waters,  with  which,  other- 
wife  Chyinihs  do  generally  work  upon  their  Metals, 
diffoivc  them,  feparate  them  one  horn  another,  and 
walh  them.  Becaufe  on  Gold  and  Silver  no  change 
falls,  but  they  always  remain  in  one  and  the  fame 
ElTence  ,  according  as  they  are  progenited  by  Na- 1 
ture,  therefore,  I  faid  fo.  And  the  Rcafon,  why  it , 
is  thus,  is,  htczvt'k  Aqua^egis.,  qua  Fortis^  Spirit  of 
Vitriol^  or  other  Corrofive  Waters,  are  not  tiue  Keys,  | 
endued  with  the  Virtue  of  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  j 
Gold,  or  of  opeiihig  the  moft  firm  Clofure  of  the ' 
King.  For  although  they  do  very  much  corrode  Me- 1 
tals,  and  diflblve  them  ,  yet  every  Metal  remains  in ' 
its  ElTence,  without  any  Separation  of  parts.  But  on  j 
the  contrary,  our  Menfruum  is  a  fweet  Key,  far  more  j 
eonducible  ,  and  better-  than  Corrofive  Spirits  ,  and  j 
therefore,  by  Philofophers  is  not  undefcrvedly  called, 
the  Key  of  Philofophers,  For  there  is  nothing  fo  clo- 
fed,  but  this  can  open  it.  Our  Koyal  or  Capital  Key 
if  a  Corporeal  Spirit  ^  or  a  Spiritual  Body.,  which,  with¬ 
out  any  injury  to  it  felf,  pafleth  not  only  through  Me¬ 
tals,  but  allb  through  the  hardefi  Gems,  and  extracts 
the  fixed  TintSlure  of  them,  leaving  their  Bodies 
white  i  which  exceeded  my  comprehenfion,  the  firft 
lime  I  beheld  it  with  my  Eyes. 

Therefore,  as  this  Spirit  is  endued  with  Power  of 
extrading  Tindure ,  eveu  from^any  of  the  hardeft 
Adatmtitine  Stones  5  fo,  it  is  alfo  aible  t6  introduce 
Tindures  into  the  moft  hard  Stones  *,  and  that  by  rca- 
(bn  of  its  penetrative  Power.  Our  principal  Key  is 
that  Hercules.,  which  cut  oft"  the  ftven  Heads  of  the 
immenfe  Hydra.  By  fuch  an  Herculean  fortitude,  Per- 
feus.,  the  Son  of  beautiful  Vanae.,  foffbeated  the  ftrong 
unfatiable  Whale  or  Sea  Beaft,  and  freed  fair  Andro- 
rneda,  whom  he  took  to  Wife.  Whofoever  defires  to 
know  more  of  thefc,  let  him  perufe  Ovid.,  in  whofe 
Metamorphofis  he  may  find  our  Key  of  Philofophers 
accurately  deferibed.  Yet  his  Wfords  can  be  underftood 
only  by  thofe  ,  to  whom  the  Art  is  already  known  : 
Otherwife,  it  will  ^  impolTible,  from  Fables,  to  extrad 
the  fufficient  knowledge  thereof.  It  is  GOD  only, 
that  gives  light  to  underftand  abftrufe  things  j  namely, 
to  thofe,  who  fear,  love  and  adore  him  :  More  of 
which,  you  may  find  among  pious  Heathens,  than  a- 
mong  the  Slanderous  Malignant,  falfe,  Chriftians  of 
this  time. 

This  Fable  of  Ovid.,  I  explained  before  fome  of  my 
intimate  Friends  ^  and  belides,  before  them  ftiewed 
the  impregnation  of  Vanae,  by  Jupiters  Golden  Shonaer : 
Yet  they  gave  no  credit  to  this  Demonftration,  be- 
caufe  the  thing  feemed  fo  vile.  Would  you  hear  it  ? 

1  fet  a  narrow-mouthed  Glafs  Body,  with  a  flat  bot¬ 
tom,  upon  a  Table,  and  from  above  through  the  fmall 
mouth,  I  poured  Vanae,  King  Acrifws  his  beautiful 
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baughtcr,  into  the  Glafs  or  ToWer  •,  then,  by  the 
Counftl  and  help  of  I  formed  a  Golden  fhow’er, 
which  (through  the  Roof,  that  is,  through  the  fmall 
mouth  of  the  Glafs )  I  inftilled  down,  into  the  Bofom 
of  the  aforefaid  Vanas,  which  flic  fpqntaneoufly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  was  there^  imp’"’giiuted,  and  quickly 
brought  forth  her  Son  Perfens  who  afterward,  car¬ 
ried  upon  the  winged  Hotfe  Pegafts,  fuddenly  helped 
the  fair  Andromeda,  and,  freeing  her  from  the  Jaws  of 
the  Sea  Monfter,  took  her  to  Wife.  Aft(t\vard,he  flew 
the  ftrong  and  unconquered  Gorgons,  and  got  the 
t  Golden  Gardens.  If  any  one  looks  upon 
this  Fable,  with  the  right  Eye  of  his  undet- 
ftanding,  he  will  find,  that  (PwJ  hath  fo  clear¬ 
ly  and  perfpicuoufly  deferibed  our  Hercules,  or  Phi¬ 
lofophers  Key  of  Keys  i  that  every  one,  having  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Work,  in  reading  this  muft  neceflarily 
be  amazed,  to  fee  the  whole  Art  fo  evidently  detedl- 
ed,  and  as  it  were  Cxpofed  to  fight.  But  its  being 
difoerned  and  underftood  by  fo  few,  muft  be  aforibed 
to  the  defeift  of  their  internal  Sight,  and  the  darknefs 
of  their  Sins,  in  which  they  have  involved  themfelves, 
and  are  ftill  refolved  to  abide  in.  Therefore  G  O  D, 
according  to  his  Juftice,defervedly  permits  fuch  Slaves 
of  Avarice  and  Pride  to  ftick  in  perpetual  Blindneft, 
to  grope  for,  and  in  vain  feek,  the  way  of  efcaping 
thofe  Evils,  for  here,  the  hard  is  Sofrned,  the  fofc 
is  Hardned,  the  fixed  Volatilized,  the  Volatile  fixed, 
the  Bitter  Corrofive  dulcified,  but  the  fweet  Con¬ 
verted  into  a  Key,  opening  all  compa<ft  Enclofures. 
More  touching  fo  great  a  Myftery,  I  ftiall  not  at  this 
time  relate.  But,to  whomfbever  GOD  (hall  grant  this 
principal  Univerfal  Key,  he  may,  according  to  his  Hearts 
defire,  go  whither  he  will,  nothing  can  be  able  to  re- 
fifthim:  For  which  fo  great  Bentfit  we  owe  thanks 
and  Praife  to  the  moft  wife  GOD,  for  ever,  Amen. 

Alfo  Virgil ,  in  a  few  Heroick.  Words ,  evidently  e- 
nough  deferibes  the  way  of  preparing  oifr  Red  Oyl 
of  Vitriol.  Therefore  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  in¬ 
fert  his  Words  alfo,  that  he,  to  whom  GOD  fhall 
give  the  Blefting,  may  the  better  underftand  the  occult 
meaning  of  the  Poet. 

Conftder  vehat  here  if  to  he  done. 

A  Golden  Branch,  veith  Leaves  of  Cold  thereoiif 
Vpon  a  Tree  concealed  grojveth.  This 
To  the  infernal  Juno  f acred  U : 

But  the  rshole  Grove,  with  difnal  (hades  of  Nighti 
Ohfeure  and  keep  the  fame  from  Humane  fight. 

And  till  fame  one  fhall  take  down  from  the  Tree 
This  Golden  Branch,  there  can  no  Entrance  be 
Into  Earths  Caverns.  Beauteous  Proferpine 
Ordained  hath,  that  this  rare  Gift  divine 
Shall  brought  be  unto  her.  No  foontr  U 
The  firft  Branch  cropt,  but  in  the  place  of  this 
A  fecond  Sprouts,  and  that  mofi  pure  and  fine. 

As  did  the  firjl,  vsith  Golden  leaves  willjhtne. 
Therefore  firfi  view  it  well',  when  rightly  known 
7hU  Branch  if  unto  Thee,  then  with  thy  own 
Hand  crop  the  fame:  For  it  will  follow  Thee, 

If  Thou  by  Fates /or  tbit  Werk.chofen  be. 

If  otherwife,  no  Humane  violence. 

Nor  firengtb  of  Iron,  force  it  can  from  thence* 

Virgil  here  calls  Vitriol,  a  concealed,  that  is,  a  (hado  w- 
ed  Tree  5  ‘ing,  that  by  the  help  of  Proferpina,  Plu¬ 
to's  Wife,  bui  one  Branch  can  be  cropped  by  him, 
whom  Fortune  fhall  favour  *,  and  that  it  is  willing  to 
be  plucked  ofTby  any  Skilful  Man  defirous  of  the  fame. 
Such  a  Branch  is  confecrated  to  Jmo,  &c,  We  know 
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Jmo^  according  to  Poetical  Fidions  was  (lie  Wife  and 
Sifter  of  Jupiter^  but  Proferphta  the  Daughter  of  Jupi¬ 
ter  and  Ceres^  or  (as  fome  fay  j  of  /fi/,  whom  Pluto 
the  God  of  Hell  ftole  away  from  her  Parents,  and  mar¬ 
ried  her.  From  all  which  it  clearly  appeareth,  that  this 
Golden  Branch  fprouting  in^he  green  Tree  of  Vitriol^ 
could  not  be  cropped,  or  obtained  without  Proferpina’s 
help.  Therefore  if  any  one  would  c.op  fuch  Golden 
Boughs  from  like  fliadowed  Trees,  he  muft  learn  to 
know  Proferpim^  and  confult  with  her  ^  becaufe  ftie 
only  can  profit  him,  and  prevail  with  her  Husband,  to 
W’ax  the  more  hot  in  his  infernal  Sweating- ftove,  that 
thence  into  another  place  may  afcend  a  Spirit  or  Oyl 
of  a  Blood -Red-Colour. 

But  this  is  to  be  confidered  accurately,  left  this 
Work,  like  many  other  of  our  Undertakings  ,  be 
fruftrated.  Therefore  GOD  is  to  be  prayed  to  for 
his  Blelling :  For  if  the  Benediction  of  GOD  be  not 
prefent,  all  endeavour  will  be  vain  i  as  I  have  more 
than  once  experienced.  Although  I  did  demonftrate 
pur  helper  Proferpina^  to  fbme  of  my  loving  Friends, 
and  taught  them  how  to  obtain  and  rightly  ufe  her  ^ 
yet  they  were  all  deftitute  of  fo  good  Ft  rtune,  as  to  ela¬ 
borate  it  as  it  fhould  be  elaborated  :  Yet  at  length  more 
accurately  hitting  the  Mark,  their  work  fucceeded  hap- 
/pily  twice  or  thrice,  but  never  afterward. 

From  which,  being  fo  evident,  it  is  plain  enough, 
that  fuch  Arcanum* s  zit  fo  preferved  by  the  All- feeing 
Eye  of  the  Divine  Providence,  as  it  is  never  permitted 
to  all  Operators  promifcuoufly ,  that  every  of  them 
fhould  attain  to  the  higheft  Science,  and  thenceforth 
the  Good  given  be  pernicioufly  abufed.  Wherefore, 
although  one  Man  communicate  any  famous  Secret  to 
another  i  yet,  if  G  O  D  be  not  favourable,  he  can  ne¬ 
ver  prepare  the  fame,  but  fhall  lofe  his  Labour  and 
Charges,  fpend  his  time  unprofitably,  and  inftead  of  a 
Golden  Harveft,  reap  nothing  but  Trouble  and  Grief. 

Hence  they  drew  their  Original ,  who  writ  of  the 
Secret  ripening  Fire.  -OurFire^  before  Coagulation^  al¬ 
ways  burns  in  our  Glafs,  but  externally  not.  It  is  fuffi- 
ciently  manifeft,  that  Philofophers,  by  their  Secret  Fire., 
underftood  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  and  that  their  Fire,  is  only 
Fire  before  Coagulation  •,  after  that,  no  more  fb,  but 
a  fweet  Ripening .  Stone.  Therefore  they  adci,  that 
before  Coagulation  it  is  Fire,  but  after  Coagulation 
roc  fo.  Aptly  with  this  agrees  that  Writing  of  an¬ 
cient  PhiloRphers.  Vifitabis  Interiora  Terra ,  RePiifi- 
cando  Invenies  Occultum  Lapidem  Veram  Medicinam. 
To  which  Monument  of  ancient  Philofophers ,  we 
may  fitly  fubjoyn  this  futable  Poefie,  making  for  our 
prefent  Purpofe,  and  expreffing  the,  fatne  in  few 
Words.,  ■ 

-  * 

ViJJolve  the  Fixt,  and  the  Fixed  fly. 

The  F lying  fix,  and  then  live  happily. 

In.thefe  few  Words  are  compendioufly  contained, 
all  whatfoever  I  have  largely  written,,  in  this  Treatife. 

Moreover,  our  Salt  of  Philofophers,  betides  its  be¬ 
ing  a  Medicine,  and  fit  for  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  is 
alfo  endued  with  other  famous  Virtues,  of  which  at 
this  time  I  cannot  forbear  to  write.  Philofophers  have 
written,  that  their  Key  of  Keys  doth  indifferently 
open  all  clofed  Bodies,  and  that  it  is  endued  with  a 
Virtue  ,  breaking  moft  bard  and  Adamantine  Stones, 
and  taking  from  them  their  inclofed  Treafure for 
acquiring  which,  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  the  whole 
Nature  of  tilings  given,  except  this  our  Key,  by  help 
of  which  the  moft  firmly  locked  Inclofure  may  be  un¬ 
locked.  As  for  Example.  A  Granate  is  a  Scone  of  fo 


great  hardnefs,  as  although  it  may  eafily  be  reduced 
to  Powder,  yet  it  can  never.be  corroded  even  by  the 
fharpeft  Aqua  Fortis,  nor  diffiilvcd,  nor  can  it  be  A- 
natomized.  \\  herefore  ,  although  thefe  Corrofives, 
Vulgarly  known,  prevail  not  againft  this  excellent 
Stone,  (which  vifibly  in  it  felf  contains  a  noble  Tin- 
^ure  ofGold,and  alfo  is  not  ali' tie  impregnated  with 
invifible  Corporeal  Gold ,  as  plainly  appears  by  its 
weight :  For  it  is  much  more  ponderous  than  all  other 
precious  Stones,  or  the  more  vile  fmall  Stones)  but 
are  judged  as  unprofitable  for  this  kind  of  Labour  ^ 
yet  OUT  StveeK  Salt  poflefTerh  fb  potent  a  Faculty,  as  it 
can  eafily  open  the  fame  and  take  from  it  a’ll  its 
Treafure  j  in  fb  much,  as  if  there  were  but  this  only 
ufe  of  it,  (  and  no  other  like,  better  or  more  excellent 
were  known  )  it  would  abundantly  fatisfie  every  ho- 
nert  Man,  to  live  amply  therewith,  and  to  maintain 
his  Family  with  great  Tranquillity. 

Behold  1  prefent  to  you,  yet  another  Royal  Experiment, 
which  1  have  not  long  fince  effeTed,  by  the  help  of 
our  Red  Stone,  in  the  following  manner. 

I 

/  , 

One  day  Icaft  our  Red  Stone  upon  Gold,  in  Flux, 
only  for  a  Tryal,  whether  by  the  help  of  that,  the 
Gold  would  be  tinged  with  an  higher  Colour  be- 
caufc  I  found,  that  Silver  had  took  yellow  Colour 
from  the  fame.  But  after  I  had  poured  out  the  Mix¬ 
ture,  I  found  what  was  contrary  to  my  Hope.  For 
it  wasfo  far  from, exalting  my  Gold  in  Colour,asonthe 
contrary,  it  took  from  the  fame  almcft  all  its  Colour, 
fc  as  it  was  white  like  Silver.  At  fir  ft,  I  was  not.  a 
little  troubled  ,  that,  contrary  to  my  Expeeftation,  I 
fhould  work  fO:  unhappily.  But  returning  to  my  felf, 
I  begun  to  think,  whether  this  my  Red  Stone  (  be¬ 
ing,  perhaps  made  of  Steel  )  was  not  thzt  Chalybs,  £ot 
Steel]  which  Sandivogius  fb  highly  extolled  in  his 
Writings,  and  faid,ic  could  ex traeft  from  Gold  its  Tin* 
(ftuie.  But  fince,  by  reafbn  of  other  Bufinefs  interve- 
ning,  I  had  no  leifure  to  proced  further  in  the  Work 
begun,  I  was  conftrained  to  leave  the  whole  for  fbmp 
higher  Experience  to  another  time.  Yet  I  cannot  but 
wonder,  that, our  Key  of  Keys  fhould  fo  readily, un^ 
lock  every  Clofure  of  Gold,  and  be  able  to  fpoil  it  of 
its  Royal  Soul  .*  Whereas  otherwife.  Gold  according 
to  the  Sayings  of  all  Philofophers,  (  as  in  very  deed  it  is 
true)  and  according  to  the  common  Opinion  of 
all  other  Men,  experienced  in  Chymical  Labours,  isac- 
counted  to  confift  of  fuch  Homogeneal  parts,  as  arc 
difficultly  feparablc.  If  the  moft  wife  •  G  O  D  prolong 
my  Life;  and  alfo  grant  Time  and  Opportunity  of  ma¬ 
king  further  Tryal,  I  will  fparc  no  Labour  or  Coft  to 
find  out  that  Arcanum,  until  by  the  gracious  help  of 
G  O  D  ’S  alliftance,  J  fhall  become  the  Mafter  oftha>t 
Art  of  Arts.  For  now  unto  me  the  Gate  of  the  Royal 
Clofet  is  opened  (I  would  not  be  envied  for  what  I 
now  fay  )  by  our  Herculean  Key  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as,  I  doubt  not,  but  in  affiort  time  (  unlefs  the  fu- 
pream  Deity,  which  I  have  no  caufe  to  fear,  notably 
refift  me  )  to  obtain  the  Kings  Crown  made  of  a  Car- 
bune'e,  and  be  able  to  diftribute  the  fame  among  the 
needy,  to  relieve  their  neceffity.  To  which  my  bopc> 
let  the  moft  wife  GOD  give  a  Bleffing,  fo,  as  the 
Event  may  anfwer  my  DTres,  Amen. 

Moreover,  Philofophers  fay,  that  whofoever  ob¬ 
tains  their  Stone,  can  fo  qualifie  Glafs  as,  if  it  fall,  it 
lhall  not  break,  but  be  found  lying  unbroke,  like  Me¬ 
tal.  which  indeed  I  have  often  read,  but  could  ne¬ 
ver  believe,  it  was  fo  to  be  underftood  according  to 
the  Letter.  Yet  after  G  OD,  by  his  Grace,. had  gnu- 
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ferrcd  on  Me  our  Wonderful  Salt,  for  Curiolity  fake,  j  ding  to  his  Wifh:  If  otherwife,  idverfe  and  contrary 
I  could  not  forbear  to  make  an  Experiment,  to  know,  |  For  G  O  D  is  not  wont  gjaciouily  to  regard  the  words 
whether  what  was  written  thereof  vvas  confentane-  of  the  deceitful,  but  the  Hearts  of  candid  Men. 


ous  to  "Truth.  Therefore,  I  took  a  little  broken  Glafs, 
melted  it  in  a  Crucible,  and  then  caft  upon  it  ot  iy  a 
very  little  ot  our  Salt,  which  it  continually  todk  in, 
and  thence  received  a  white  Colour.  I  poured  out 
the  Mixture,  and  trying,  whether  it  had  palfed  into 
another  than  its  firft  Nature,  1  found  my  Glafs  had 
received  a  new  Difpofition,  and  became  flexible  like 
hardned  Steel  Wyer,  and  after  flexion  came  to  its  firft 
form  :  But  after  many  bendings,  to  and  again,  it  at 
length  broke  Whence  I  learned,  that  it  was.no  Fa¬ 
ble  ,  bur  plainly  poflible  by  Art  to  prepare  Glafs  fo, 
aS  ic  may  be  no  lefs  flexible,  like  Metal,  than  it  is 
tfanlparent.  But  fince  I  have  not  had  Opportunity  to 
make  further  Tryal,  and  cannot  yet  abfolutely  profefs 
my  (elf  an  Artift  in  that  kind  of  Work  \  yet,  I  can 
fay,  that  what  others  have  affirmed  thereof,  is  not 
eftranged  from  Verity.  Therefore  I  muft  wait, till  Time 
(  with  the  favour  of  GOD)  give  roe  further  Expe 

rience  thereof. .  ,  . 

Alfo,  touching  the  Stone  it  felf,  Philofophers  write, 
that  it 'qualifies  its  PoflefTor  fo.  With  Lightnefs  and 
Cheerfulnefs,  that  he  can,  like  a  Bird,  fly  up  on  high 
from  the  ground  \  which  is  a  thing  lb  much  repug- 
nSrit  to  Nature,  as  no  Cfedil  "can  be  given  fo  it,  unlefs 
it  be  interpreted  Hieroglvphically,  Allegorically,  or  E- 
nigmatically .  But  Ih^t  it  greatly  exhilaratfshim,  who 
by  the  benefit  thereof  canjffedt  the  aforefaid  Wonders, 
is  very  eafie  to  be  believed.  For  in  my  felf  1  have 
found  the  like  Exhilaration,  when  I  have,  with  thefe 
my  Eyes,  made  certain  very  great  Proofs  and  Experi¬ 
ments  by  the  help  of  that.  When  I  lay,  for  four  years, 
continually  fick,  and  during  that  time,  exercifed  rny 
mind  with  various  Speculations,  making  fome  Proofs, 
I  at  length  found  the  Truth,  and  Underftood  that 
this  wonderful  Salt,  being  tryed  upon  Metals  and 
Stones,  did  moft  exadly  agree  with  the  Philofophers 
Deferiptioti  of  it;  Then,  I  fay,  my  whole  Nature, be- 
caufe  of  that,  was  aftonifhed,  and  daily  fo  notably  re¬ 
duced  to  abetter  Conftitution,  as  I  can  never  fuffiei- 
cntly  admire  the  Grace  of  GOD,  and  return  due 
Praifes  to  him  for  fo  great  Gifts.  For  I,  who  by  rea- 
fon  of  my  Sickfiefs,  could  never  rife  out  of  Bed  before 
Noon ,  could  afterward  rife  betimes  in  the  Motning, 
and  go  into  my  Laboratory.  Alfb  for  a  longtime  be¬ 
fore,  I  could  digeft  neither  Flelb  nor  Filh,  but  was 
conftrained  to  live  with  Bread  and  Wine  only  v 
now,  ( thanks  be  (b  GOD)  I  am  able  to  eat  fome 
fmall  Portion  of  Flefli  and  Filh,  together  with  other 
Meats.  Likewife  for  above  a  whole  Year,  through 
weaknefs  of  Body  ,  I  could  fcarcely  write  a  Line  or 
(wo,  fo  as  in  two  Years  fpace  I  committed  nothing 
to  the  Prefs :  But  now,  GOD',  the  Giver  of  all  good 
Gift,  hath  made  my  hands  fo  ready  for  Motion,  as  I 
fine  to  him  incelTant  Praifes.  Without  that  new  re- 
frelhing  of  Strength,  this  prefent  Treatife  could  never 
have  been  publifhed.  And  this  fo  great  Good  befelme 
from  no  other  Caufe,  than  from  GOD,  and  this  pre¬ 
cious  Stone.  ^  ,, 

Therefore,  whofoever  is  defirous  to  partake  or  this 

great  Bldling  of  G  O  D,  let  him  not  come  to  Me,  un¬ 
to  whom  is  given  no  leave  to  Communicate  ^  but  let 
him  come  to  the  Love  of  GOD,  and  draw  that  lau¬ 
dable  Good  from  him.  as  from  the  moft  limpid  and 
living  Fountain  :  Becaufe  ,  it  is  to  found  with  him 
only  not  with  Men.  If  a  Man  humBle  in  Heart,  and 
void' of  Hypocrifie,  hearing  this,  will  tollow  my  Coun- 
fel,  he  may  perhaps  find  a  profperous  Event  accor- 


Many  other  fuch  things  might  be  produced,  touch¬ 
ing  our  Tinging  Stone  :  But  no  necellity  perfuades  to 
expend  time  thereabpu^  ^  Enough  is  fpbken.  For 
Vi  hole  Eyes  foever  b  6  yjftiall.open,  he  will  on  eve¬ 
ry  fide  fee  fo  many  things  fufficient  for  him,  as  not 
to  need  any  further  Information.  All  things  are  clear 
'to  the  clear-fighted ,  which  appear  dark  to  the  Blind. 
GOD  only  is  the  Light,  and  all,  who  are  near  to 
GOD,  are  by  him  fo  illuminated,  as  they  can  fee. 
But  the  more  remote  any  Man  is  from  GoD,  the 
nearer  will  he  be  to  the  contrary  of  Light,  which  is 
Darknefs.  Therefore,  whofoever  defirts  to  be  illumi¬ 
nated  with  the  brjghtne'fs  of  Divine  Light,  muift  fly 
from  Darknefs,  which  is  to  be  fhunned.  For  Dark¬ 
nefs  and  Light  are  inconliftent  in  one  and  the  fame 
Subjed  ^  which  is  a  thing  accurately  to  be  obferved 
by  every  Reader. 


A  c  6  %0  L  LA  R  f. 

WE  have,  in  this  little  Treatife  taught  ,  that 
the  Salt  of  Metals  is  prepared  oiVitriof  and 
that  there  is  a  difference  to  be  obferved,  Viz.  this, 
Common  Oyl  ofVitrfol  doth  indeed  fuffer  it  felf 
to  be  Coagulated  into  a  fweet  Saft  or  Stone,  where¬ 
with  (particularly)  vulgar  Metals  arc  amended,  and 
Tin<3ufes  extratfted  from  Getiis,  although  k  wants  a 
tinging  Virtue  :  But  Metals  may  alfb  be  tinged  by  the 
Coagulated  Red  Oyl. 

We  likewife  fhewed,  that  you  cannot  get  this  Red 
Oyt, without  the  help  of  that  Goddefs  Proferpina.  Yet  by 
the  way,  it  is  to  be  noted  ^  that  the  aforefaid  Profer^ 
pina  is  no  other,  than  a  white  Sulphureous  Salt,  which 
added  to  the  Vitriol  caufeth  the  Tinifturfepf  Vitriol  to 
afeend  in  Diftillation.  That  ,  after  it  fhall  be  du¬ 
ly  CoagulafM  into  a  Stone  not  CorrofivC,  manifefts 
fuch  Effebts,  as  we  have  aferibed  to  it.  I  alfb  thought 
godd  td  advife,  that  our  Oyl  of  Vitriol  in  its  Prepara¬ 
tion  requires  great  Care  and  Induftry,  that  the  Tin- 
(fture  may  be  made  Rich  enough  ;  For  otherwife,  it 
difcovers  but  little  Virtue  in  Tranfmutation.  Alfb  you 
fhall  never  get  fo  grea't  a  quantity  of  that  Red  Oyl, 
as  will  fatisfie  the  Common  fort  of  covetous  Mdn  : 
Becaufe  that  comes  not  till  at  laft,  after  all  the  White 
is  afeended..  But  he,  that  can  get  a  large  quantity 
of  the  White  ,  will  not  trouble  himfelf  to  get  the 
Red  :  Becaufe  the  White  alfo,  by  the  help  of  Profer- 
pina.^  may  be  converted  into  Red.  Which  if  it  were 
not  fb,  the  Saying  of  Virgil  could  fcarcely  be  -fdunci 
true,'  viz',  that  with  the  hand  is  readily  to  be  cut  off, 
not  one  Branch  only,  but  miany  other,  if  Fortune  fhall 
fo  far  favour  any  Artift.  Therefore,  I  forbear  to  write 
more  at  this  time.  Let  him  ,  who  cannot  content 
himfelf  with  thefe  here  written,  fearch  the  Monu¬ 
ments  of  Philofophers,  writing,  that  there  is  fuch  an 
Art,  by  the  benefit  of  which  ,  with  one  only  Pound 
of  Coals ,  a  whole  Pound  of  Oyl  of  Vitriol  may  be  di- 
ftilled.  Yet  fuch  an  Artifice  muft  notfo  foon  be  fpread 
among  the  People.  To  whom  foever  GOD  reveals  the 
fame,  he  may  prepare  it,  according  to  his  own  defire  ^ 
if  it  be  otherwife,  let  him  comfort  himfelf  with  this 
Meditation  of  Patience,  that  he  was  not  worthy  of 
fo  great  Gifts.  With  thefe,  Reader ,  I  bid  you  Fare- 
wcl,  and  commend  to  you  the  Ptoteiflion  of  G  O  D. 

THE  END. 
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VV ell-minded  R  E  A  D  E  Ri 

« 

W^<  formerly  miMmviT  to  taveputlifloedthefeThree  Dialogues,  hot  o„fy  to  have  made  fome 
of  my  good  friends,  and  futh  as  had  well  deftrved  at  my  hands,  here  and  there,  partakers  of  the 

ahotiiZfJ  sTr  f"-  I  of  them  i  to  Copy  them  out ,  hut  they 

ahafug  that  Curtefte  lof  mtr.e  ]  whereby  they  received  them,  did  make  others  of  their  own  Friends 

too,  enjoyers  of  the  fame,  contrary  to  my  Ikill  and  Intention  ;  and  fo  it  happened,  that  they  he- 
came  Common,  and  being  on  this  wife  often  Qopfied  out,  there  crept  in  amongjl  them  (as  indeed 
ttfuaHy  fof  out  in  fuch  Cafes  J  abundance  of  Faults  or  Errors,  and  the  fenfe  (and  true  meaning  1 
of  my  Words  were  confrHed  in  the  worfer  Part.  Which  thing  when  1  perceived,  that  it  would 
more  difadvantage  than  proft  me  (  efpccially  feeing  ,  that  fuch  a  work  [  thus  Copied  am  fs  1 
did  neverthel  fs  pa fs  under  my  Name,  and  was  adjudged  by  others,  as  realty  mine  f  I  deemed  it 
txpedtent,  of  two  Evils  to  chufe  itJe  kajt,  and  to  have  regard  to  mine  own  aood  repute  and  to 
puhhfo  It  tn  mine^  own  AW.  But  yet,  net  with  an  intent  of  g  etting  my  ftlf  feme  eminent  Fame 
as  ,f  1  were  wfer  than  others  and  to  have  it  thought,  that  1  had  more  knowledge  and  experi- 
tree  toan  many  others  have  ;  but  rather,  that  the  incredible  Works  of  ihe  omnipotent  Cod  ani 
his  great  Wonders,  Might  be  laid  open  and  made  known,  to  the  infinite  Glory  of  his  Name  In 
fJhlni  ^"T  of  rohich,  ]  do  produce  only  fuch  things,  as  my  Je  If  have  wrought  with' mine 

by  a  certain  and  undoubted  Operation,  ( by  Gods  help  )  at 

But  yet,  1  would  not  have  any. me  thus  to  nnderjland  me,  as  if  I  bad  already  wholly  and  com- 

pkatly 


Ta7't.IIl.bcfcrc 


I  T^he  of  Dialogues.  '  2^ 

flcAtlj  fnijljed  the  whole  Operatio^y  and  had  advanced  it  to  a  due^  and  thrctnghly  ferpcl^  .cnd^  N'o  ! 
\  i  cannot  arrogate  to  my  ft  If  by  any  means’^  any  fnch  matter.  Thus  much  J  only  affirm.^  that  if  any 

I  'one  fhall  ("  in  his  Operation )  folbw  the  bare  literal  Defcription  of  thefe  Labour sl^  he  will  with* 

'out  any  Error  arrive,  fo  far  as  J  my  felf  am  already  come.^  blip  yet  with  this  Provifo,  that  he 
I  knows  the  true  Salt  of  the  Philofophers^  and  the  nfe  thereof  \  And  as  for  what  remains,  [  unfn.fht  ] 

/  commit  unto  God  to  bejlow  a  profperous  Succefs  :  And  this  one  thing  I  entreat.,  that  every  Body 
accept  of  the  things  'I  have  here  written,  with  the  fame  mind  I  wrote  them  ,  and  that  he  take  in 
j  good  part  my  fncere  EMeatiours  of  deferving  well  at  his  hands. 


L  -  >  '  '  •  . '.L- 


The  Explication  of  the  annexed  Figure  belonging  to  this  Trea- 
tife^  noted  with  thele  Words  :  Inde  Dialogus. 

IN  the  four  principal  Points  of  the  Circle  '(fappofing  two  tkanfverfe  lines  were  drawn,  through 
the  Center  ,  to  the  outward  Circumference  )  are  placed  the  CharaBers  of  Sol,  Sulphur, 
I  Lune,  Salt. 

i  Round  the  outmojl  Circle,  are.  placed  thefe  Pfbrds  :  Conjoyn  in  one,  Sol,  Salt,  Sul phtir,  Lhne. 

About  the  next  Circle  :  And  thou  haft  as  great  a  Treafure,  as  Heaven  can  give  thee, 
i  Within  the  Third  Circle:  The  Philofophers  Fundion,  is  of  Contraries,  the  Conjun6lion. 

■  '  About  the  next  Circle  :  The  Concentration  of  Horriogenealsi  is  the  Separation  of  Hetero- 
i  geneals.  ^ 

Within  the  ihmofl  Circle  :  Sol,  Sallt,  Sulphur,  Lune.' 


‘  c  \ 

Dhe  Fir fl  Dialogue^  or  Conference^  hetmxi  hvo  Lovers  of  Her  ike  ^ 
iic^  <i5Adfecliciney  deciphered  hj  the  Letters^  A:  and  B.  the,  lafi  of 
ibhich  hath  had  a  profperous  Succefs  on  his  Labours,  the  other  noti 
and  therefore  craves  of  this  laft  (viz.  £.  )  aManu-duction  to  the 
Worl^,  whereby  he  is  rendred  Mafler  of  his  defire. 


A  Good  health  to  you,  my  Friend  !  What’s 
the  matter  with  you  now,  that  you  are 
fo  fad,  and  even  loaden  with  Cogitati¬ 
ons  ,  tlnd  mumble  to  your  fcif  about  I 
Rnow  not  what  ? 

A.  Oh,  my  Friend  !  I  wijh  you  the  like  very  heartily  V 
akd  am  glad  that  you  come  jo  very  feaj'onably ,  and  at 
fttch  a  iime,  as  I  was  jnji  thinking  on  you ,  and  mojl 
earHejily  wijhitig your  approach '■>  Wit nefs your  own  Wri¬ 
tings,  which  1  do  here  turn  over  with  my  hands  and  my 
mind,  but  yet  they  are  fo  very  obfeure,  that  /  cannot  worm 
my  ftlff  as  J  may  fay  ]]  out  of  them,  C  or  underhand 
them  I  though  I  apply  the  utmof  of  my  Endeavours  to 
underhand  them.  I  have  Ukewije  read  over  and  over 
attain,  the  Writings  of  other  eminent  and  belief-deferving 
Philfophers  -,  jiill  hoping,  that  IJhould  yet  at  length  attain 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  ‘Truth:  Bui  alas,  (  the  more’s  my 
grief')  ah  that  ifind  is  only  this,\\t.  that!  hold  in  my  hands 
the  fippery  Tail  of  a  fippery  fmooth  Serpent,  [  or  hit  j 
pAsich  ever  now  and  then  fips  tfut  of  my  bands,  and  doth  ■ 
more  and  more  defile  me.  I  have  therefore  refolutely  deter- 
mined  with  my  Jelf,  tbdP,  unlefs  God  dothjhortly  fnd  me , 


fame  good  Friend,  who  may  lead  poor  me  out  of  fuch  a 
notable  Labyrinth,  I  will  throw  all  my  Books,  all  my  In* 
jlruments,  and  all  fuch  matters  which  I  have  bejiowed 
fo  much  time  about,  i»  vain,  and  bji  fo  much  hy,  into  the 
Fire,  and  Sacrifice  theni  unto  Vulcan,  that  fo  1  may  be 
rid  f  the  tedioufnefs  of  niy  fruitlefs  Labours,  and  un-^ 
profiahle  CookpTy.  BUt  yet  if  you  would  be  but  fo  plea- 
fed,  I  no  Ways  doubt  ,  but  that  you  might  by  a  few 
words  and  Vireblions  ]  reduce  me  out  of  the  fnares  of 
fo  many  Erroneous  paths,  and  hedged  up  ways,  into  the 
right  path  :  For  I  well  kporp,  that  you  have  bedewed  your, 
whole  Age,  your  yohole  Study,  and  all  your  Labours  and 
Endeavours,  about  fuch  great  Secrets,  and -have  bj  the 
Divine  ajji /fence  obtained  the  very  Truth  it  felf.  And 
therefore  I  do  moft  hunibly  beg  at  your  hands,  that  you 
would  not  leave  me  dejiitute  of  your  help,  but  that,  accor-, 
ding  to  your  inbred  Goodnefs  and  Courtefe,  you  would 
fuccour  nie,  your  Friend,  with  fame  brotherly  injirudion^ 
and  HAanudUSlion.  Which  if  you  either  will  not  er  car.-^ 
not  do,  I  mu{i  even  conclude,  not  only  upon  throughly 
doubting  of  the  ‘Iruth  and  pojjibility  of  this  Art  ,  but 
wit  ha  f  on  a  frm  perfuading  my  felf,  that  thofe  Writings, 

which 


^Th  "Boo^  of  Dialogues^ 


Part  IIP 


which  are  fo  ftuft  with  the  Promifes  of  golden  Moun- 
tAinSy  are  nothing  elfe  hut  mere  Old  IVtvis  Tales^  and 
jrothy  Speculationi  of  idle  Men,  and  vain  Vreami,  though 
proceeding  from  Men  of  fo  great  bjieem. 

B.  Whats  this,  I  hear  thee  utter  ?  I  could  never 
have  believed  you,  to  have  been  of  fuch  a  broken 
and  dejefted  mind.  What  ?  Would  you  contemn  the 
Writings  of  the  Fhilofophcrs,  and  flightthem,  becaufe 
they  are  above  your  Capacity,  and  too  hard  for  your 
underftanding  ?  Tis  a  wicked  thing,  to  entertain  fuch 
a  thought,  much  more  to  utter  it.  1  would  have  you, 
rather  to  perfuade  your  felf,  that  you  are  not  as  yet 
worthy  of  the  Secrets  and  Gifts  of  fo  great  worth  : 
For  though  a  Man  (hould  torment  himfelf  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  hard  Labours  in  this  World,  and  fliould  a- 
flidl  his  Body  with  uncelTant  Sweating  pains,  yet 
would  he  not  elfed  ought  without  the  BlelTing  of 
God.  Do  you  not  know  that  faying  of  Paul  Jii 
not  of  him  that  JVills,  nor  of  him  that  'Runs^  hut  of  God 
alone  that  (hews  mercy.  You  fhould  therefore  reckon 
your  felf  amongH  the  number  of  thofe,  that  have  run 
in  vain,  nor  hath  God  injured  you  at  all.  What !  does 
not  Chrift  fay.  Not  all  that  fay  unto  me.  Lord,  Lord, 
(hall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  heaven,  hut  they  only  who 
do  the  IVtU  of  my  Father.  Examine  now  your  felf, 
and  fee  how  the  Cafe  Hands ’twixt  God  and  you.  The 
bellowing  of  fuch  great  things  muft  proceed  from 
God,  and  not  from  the  Philofophers.  The  Philofo- 
pher  may  indeed  write  down  the  Truth,  but  yet  it  is 
not  in  his  Power,  to  beftow  upon  thee  the  Divine 
BlelTing,  which  is  the  very  hinge  on  which  all  good 
things  depend.  Secrets  of  fuch  great  moment  are 
not  the  Gifts  of  Men,  but  of  God,  who  bellows  them 
on  whomfoever  he  pleafeth. 

A.  In  good  time  !  Is  this  the  Comfort  and  InfiruHion, 
which  I  begged  at  your  hands  ?  I  did  not  reejueft,  you  to 
he  my  Father  Confeffor ,  to  bear  my  Confefion  of  my 
Deeds,  but  rather  that  you  would  help  me,  being  ignorant 
and  unskilful,  by  fame  good  and  proftahle  ManuduBion 
and  InliruClion  :  For  I  well  enough  knerv,  that  wicked 
Jlden  are  never  Mafters  of  fuch  great  Secrets,  nor  will 
I  rank,  my  felf  amongfl  them.  Be  pleafed  but  to  regard 
my  fuit,  and  only  (hew  me  an  entrance,  whereby  I  may 
enter  into  the  right  and  Kingly  way  :  And  as  for  praying 
to  God,  and  Labouring  without  ceaftng,  leave  the  Care  of 
that  to  me  :  I  hope,  that  God  will  not[deny  his  Blejjtng  up¬ 
on  my  Prayers  and  Labours. 

B.  Well !  fince  I  perceive  you  to  be  fo  throughly 
bent,  with  your  utmoft  Itudy  and  unwearied  preffing 
on,  after  fuch  an  eminent  thing  as  this  is,  I  cannot  but 
fhew  you  that  way,  which  I  my  felf  have  walked  in, 
and  that  too,  home  to  the  very  place  which  my  felf 
am  come  unto.  Verily,  I  fee  the  promifed  Land  a- 
fore  my  Eyes,  and  do  daily  view  its  Coafts,  nor  do  I 
doubt,  but  that  I  ftiall  Ihortly  enter  thereinto,  and 
have  (he  Fruition  of  its  moft  pleafantEruits,  if  no  im¬ 
pediment  debar  me  of  lb  great  an  happinefs.  And  as 
concerning  your  felf,  feeing  that  you  are  nimbler  of 
your  Feet  than  I  am,  there’s  no  doubt  but  that  you 
will  arrive  thereunto,  even  alToon  as  I  my  felf.  But 
yet,  pray  hrlt  declare  unto  me,  about  what  things  it  is, 
that  you  have  fpent  your  Monies,  your  Labours,  and 
your  Precious  time, and  all  to  no  purpofe  ■,  that  fo  I  may 
(as  much  as  in  me  lies)  the  more  conveniently  reclaim 
you  from  your  Wandrings  and  Errors  into  the  right 
way.  Tis  in  vain  for  him  thar  is  lick,  to  expedhelp 
and  fuccour  from  the  Fhylician,  if  he  does  not  Ihew 
the  place  of  his  Dolour  and  Grief.  ConfeHion  is  a 
Medicine  to  him  that  goes  allray.  Confefs  therefore 
the  Truth,  that  I  may  hear,  by  what  things  thou  hall 


been  mif-led  into  fo  many  Errors. 

A.  (_Alas,  •S’/V,  I  could  not  reckyn  Up  all,  in  Order, 
though  Jjhould  have  time  enough  of  (o  doing.  But  your 
own  time,  which  is  far  more  precious,  does  not  permit ,  that 
it  fhould  be  fpent  in  hearing  my  foelifs  labours.  BefdiS 
too,  the  remembrance  of  fo  many  Labotirs  in  vain,  and  of 
the  Infs  of  not  only  fo  much  lime  but  Expences  too,  caufeth 
a  loathing  in  me,  the  very  remembrance  of  which  I  ab¬ 
hor,  much  mote  to  niaky  a  fbng  rehearfal  of  the  fame.  Jc>u 
may  therefore  eafily  guefs,  that  by  my  infjiihg  upon  the 
bare  Letter  only  of  the  Philofophers  writings  ,  and  not 
under ji anding  the  (enfe  and  meaning,  I  have  erred  from 
the  right  way,  and  have  headlong  hurried  my  felf  into  fo 
many  Intricacies  and  Errors.  /  have  fe arched  into  Vegeta¬ 
bles,  .Animals,  and  Minerals,  becaufe  the  Philofophers 
write,  that  their  Stone  is  Vegetable,  Animal ,  and  Mine¬ 
ral  but  1  fee,  that  I  have  not  had  under  my  hands  the 
true  Matter.  For  if  there  does  appear  in  any  of  thefe 
Matters']  the  Crows  head, yet  the  other  Colours  which 
the  Philojopbers  make  a  defefiption  of  (  as  the  Dragons 
Blood,  the  Peacockj  ‘Tail,  Virgins  Milk,^  Coagulum,  or 
Curdling,  and  principally  that  Red  and  F ire- abiding  Sa¬ 
lamander)  did  never  appear  []  to  my  view.]  Or,  if  thefe 
[]  Signs  ]  of  Sanguis  Draconis,  or  Lac  virginis  appear 
to  fght,  in  fome  other  Matter, yet  notwithflandtug  the  o- 
ther  Colours,  and  other  Signs,  which  the  Philofophers  make 
metition  of,  did  never  dijeover  themfelveS  to  my  view.  ] 
fVhat  Labours  foever  I  have  ufed,  and  whatfoever  mattirs 
I  have  dealt  in,  I  have  even  Laboured  in  vain,  and  Ivfl 
both  my  pains  and  Expence,  and  never  have  received  any 
good  from  my  laborious  Operations.  Hereupon  I  did  at 
laji  even  almoji  throughly  perfuade  my  felf,  that  it  was 
an  impefjible  thing, that,  out  of  one  Matter,  and  by  one  and 
the  fame  Labour,  one  Colour  (hould  orderly  fucceed  ano¬ 
ther,  and  become  vifihle  to  the  fght,  by  the  bare  help  of  an 
external  Fire  ,  as  for  example,  fir^  of  all,  in  the  putre- 
fa£iion,the  Crows  head-,  then  the  Peacockp  Tail,then  the  Dra¬ 
gons  Blood,  Lac  virginis.  Coagulum  er  Ckeejlike  Curdling, 
and  at  laji  thefixt  Szlitratidet.But  forafmuchas  it  appears 
to  me,  by  the  reading  of  your  Writings,  that  you  have  or¬ 
derly  met  with  the  fght  of  all  thofe  Colours  in  your  La¬ 
bours,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Philofophers  have  deferibed 
the  fame,  I  do  firmly  believe,  and  give  Credit  unto  your 
Sayings,  as  unto  a  Man  that  makes  Confcience  of  his  ways, 
fttppofng,  that  you  would  not  write  fuch  things  unlefs  you 
had  wrought  them  with  your  own  hands,  and  could  even 
yet  perform  them  at  any  time.  I  only  beg  your  help  in 
(hewing  me  the  true  matter,  and  the  Key  thereof,  that  I 
may  fo  order  the  Bufnefs,  as  to  cmfe  the  Vifbly  appea- 
ring  of  one  Colour  after  another,  in  one  Glafs ,  and  by 
the  bare  help  of  one  only  Fire  •,  if  you  do  but  thus  much 
for  me,  you  may  be  confident  that  I  (hall  he  the  mofi  con¬ 
tented  Man  f  alive,]  Nor  do  I  doubt,  but  that  as  touch¬ 
ing  the  remainder ,  as  MultiplicatioH,Projebiion,  and  fuch 
like,  I  (hall  find  out  thofe  Operations  weS  enough  after¬ 
wards,  by  mine  own  fiudieus  Search,  if  j  can  but  once 
hit  on  the  entrance  of  the  right,  true  and  Kingly  way. 

B.  [^Hold  a  little,  and  []  do  not  alTume  fo  much  un¬ 
to  your  felf,  and  think  that  the  things  which  are  fo 
eafily  faid,  are  with  as  much  Facility  done.  Have 
you  not  Read  in  Bernhard  Irevifan ,  that  a  certain 
f  Friend  of  his  ]  had  that  great  ^cret  as  well  as  him¬ 
felf,  only  he  knew  not  how  to  m]^iply  it,  nor  would 
Bernhard  reveal  the  fame  unto  hil^  as  having  the  felf 
fame  Books,  out  of  which  the  faid  Bernhard  got  the 
knowledge  of  Multiplication,  himfelf.  But  be  it  as 
you  defire,  and  feeing  you  rcquell  no  more  from  my 
hands  at  this  time,  but  only  the  matter  and  fome  Key  » 

I  will  fatisfie  your  requell,  as  far  forth,  as  the  time 
and  occafion  will  at  prefent  permit. 

Attend 
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‘■The  ‘Bcok^  of 

Attend  there  !^re  with,  dilit^cnce  to  thofe  things 
which  1  lhall  fay  unto  you  and  iuch  things  they  fnall  be 
I  too,  as  unto  which  you  may  boldly  give  e  redence.  I 
will  not  (according  to  the  Cufro.-n  of  many  )  feduce 
you,  nor  will  1  reveal  unto  you  ought  elfe,  but  what 
'  I  have  expefienced  by  the  Labours  of  mine  own 
hands;  And  if  you  follow  tlie  guidance  of  the  bare 
Letter  it  felt,  ^ou  will  not  err,  unlefs  God  will  not 
permit  you  to  proceed,  [but^-th'ow  fome  peculiar  im¬ 
pediment  and  lett  in  your  way. 

As  touching  the  matter,  which  the  Philofophers  Have 
made  that  Univerfal  Medicament  of,  I  find  that  it  is 
not  merely  One^  bur  Divers,  and  this  is  clearly  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  Writings  of  the  Philofophers,  who  o- 
penly  hint  unto  us,  that  one  of  them  ufed  this  way 
and  matter  •,  another, that, and  yet  at  length  became  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  their  defire  notwithftanding  From  whence 
it  necelfarily  follows ,  that  the  different  matters,  of 
which  is  made  one  and  the  fame  thing,  are  not  unlike 
in  their  more  inward  parts,  but  alike,  though  they 
do  not  appear  fo  to  be,  as  to  their  external  hue.  For 
it  is  a  thing  polTible  for  two,  three,  or  more  things 
to  differ  miuch,  from  each  other  (]  as  to  the  outward 
form  and  fliape,  whereas  notwithftanding  in  their  in¬ 
ward  parts,  they  are  fo  agreeable  to  each  Other,  as 
that  the  felf  fame  thing  may  be  produced  from  the  one 
as  from  the  other.  Take,  for  an  example  of  this  thing, 
the  Seeds  and-  Roots  of  fome  Herb,  the  which,  as  to 
the  outfide  form,  have  no  likenefs  to  each  other,  and 
yet  for  all  that,  do  they  produce  one  and  the  fame 
Herb,  if  they  arc  implanted  apart  in  the  Earth.  Juft 
thus  is  it  with  the  Metallick  Buds  and  Stocks  which 
i  are  wont  to  fprout  forth,  as  well  from  the  Metallick 
JiootT^  as  from  the  Metallick  Seeds,  in  fo  much,  that 
a  Tree  grows  up  of  the  fame  Nature  and  Form  from 
the  Metallick  Root,  as  Springs  from  the  very  Seed  if 
ftlf.  Now  ’[is  evident,  that  in  the  Metallick  King¬ 
dom,  h  or  Lead  fupplies  the  place  of  the  Root  j  $  or 
Iron,  of  the  Trunck  or  Stock  :  /«piter  or  Tin,  of  the 
Bark,  §  or  argent  vtve,  of  the  juice  betwixt  the  Trunck 
and  the  Bark  i  2  or  Copper,  of  the  green  Leaves  ^ 
Lune  or  Silver,  of  the  white  Flowers  •,  and  0  or  Gold 
of  the  tipe  Fruit  and  Seeds.  If  therefore  the  Mctal- 
lick  plant  is  to  be  multiplycd,  that  Multiplicatioft  can¬ 
not  be  more  comm.odioufly  effedted  then  by  0  and  b, 
that  is,  by  the  Seed,  or  by  the  Root  of  the  faid  Tree. 
Whofbever  therefore  defires  to  perform  ought  in  this 
kind,  he  will  not  find  any  convenienter  matters,  then 
G  or  1? ,  that  is,  Gold  or  Lead.  But  yet  I  do  not 
mean  thofe  vulgar  Metals,  but  fuch,  in  which  the 
Gold  lyes  as  yet  immature  and  invifible,  and  which  is 
to  be  made  vifible,  fixt,  mature  and  conftant  by  the 
help  of  Art.  So  then,  the  fclf  fame  thing  which  may 
be  difeerned,  above,  in  Sol,  and  appears  vkible  to  the 
Irght,  is  in  like  manner  found  beneath  in  Saturn,  in  an 
invifible  manner.  And  thus  experience  it  felf  fticws, 
that,  out  of  two  things  unlike,  as  to  the  Outward 
(hape,  one  and  the  fame  thing  like  them  may  be  made, 
becaufe  their  internal  parts  arc  of  one  and  the  fame 
Nature,  and  this  outfide  difference  or  unlikenefs  pro¬ 
ceeds  only  from  the  impurity,  and  defeat  of  Matura¬ 
tion.  Out  of  Saturn  therefore,  as  out  of  an  unripe 
and  impure  Gold,  fonTfc  good  may  be  produced  :  But 
it  muff  of  neceility  be  well  wafht,  and  out  of  it  being 
well  wafhed,  may  the  firft  Ehs  of  Gold  be  extratffed, 

;  afid  be  fixed.  But  now,  if  out  of  mature  Gold,  you 
!  would  yet  educe  fomething ,  it  mult  then  again  firft 
j  putrefic  and  be  reduced  into  nothing,  afore  any  more 
t  n-cble  thing  can  proceed  there  out  of.  For  it  is  like 
r  td  the  Seed  of  the  Vegetables,  which  do’s  not  admit 
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of  any  Multiplication  of  it  fclf,  unlefs  they  are  firft  puc 
in  the  Earth  and  confum.ed  by  Putrefat^fion :  And 
this  is  proved, and  afferted  by  the  Teftimony pfour  Lord 
Chrift  himfelf,  who  fays,  that  except  a  grain  of 
Wheat  rot  in  the  Earth ,  it  cannot  bring  forth  any 
Fruit.  Certain  it  is  therefore,  and  firmly  true,  that 
Gold  cannot  be  tranftated  into  a  better  degree,  unlefs 
it  be  again  deftroyed,  and  reduced  into  fuch  a  Body, 
as  out  of  which  it  cannot  be  reduced  into,  its  former 
Golden  Body  ((orForra.  ]]  ‘ 

A.  What  is  it  that  you  fay,  cart  it  ever  he  poff  lle^  tbai 

a  Metal  ft  conjiant  in  the  fire  Jhjuld  be  on  fuch  wife  de¬ 
fir  oyed,  as  not  to  be  reducible  unto  its  former  Body?  Ve¬ 
rily  I  have  but  fnall  reajon  to  boafi  of  any  great  matters 
done  by  me  :  For  I  have  for  fome  years  paji  -tirmented 
my  felf  hitherto,  about  decoFung  and  cooking  of  Gold :  I 
have  d/jfolved  it  in  fun  dry  Jharp  '  and  Corrofive  ]]  JF  aters^ 
and  have  beheld  its  afeending  with  its  yellow  Colour,  by 
a  Retort  and  through  an  Alembick;,  but  yet  I  never  got 
ought  elfe  in  the  Precipitation  of  the  fame,  but  common 
Gold,  and  which  was  not  in  the  leafi  bettered  thereby. 
And  therefore  J  did  at  lafi  conclude  with  my  felf,  as 
many  others  have  done,  that  the  common  Gold  could  not 
be  the  matter  of  the  Philofophick^  Stone,  and  it  holds  hid¬ 
den  within  its  Body,  no  more  Tin&ure  than  it  (lands  in 
need  of,  it  felf  •,  and  that  therefore  it  has  not  the  Faculty 
of  tinging  other  white  Metallick  Bodies.  , 

B.  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  at  your  falling  into  this 
Opinion.  There  are  many  others  befides  you,  that 
arc  of  the  fame  mind  Nay,  I  my  felf  doubted  much 
about  this  very  thing,  viz-  whether  or  no,  Gold  hides 
within  its  inward  parts  any  more  of  Colour,  than  it 
fhews  unto  us  in  its  outfide  fhape.  But  then  oh  the 
other  hand,  it  could  not  feem  at  all  likely,  that  fuch 
eminent  Men  fhould  publifh  fuch  great  Fallacies  and 
fo  many  Lyes,  merely  to  feduce  Men,  by.  And  whilft 
I  was  thus  wavering  in  this  kind  of  doubting,  the 
Truth  did  at  laft  (after  fundry  and  many  inquifitions) 
by  a  mere  chance  prefent  it  felf  unto  me »  in  fo  much, 
that  I  am  now  clearly  convinced  of  my  Error,  and  am 
even  conftrained  to  believe  ,  that  a  true  Tindrure, 
tinging  the  imperfedt  Metals,  may  be  extradfed  out  of 
Gold.  For  well  may  that  be  believed,  which  the  Eyes 
fee,  and  the  hands  feel. 

A.  I  rejoyce  exceedingly  to  hear  you  fay,  that  you  have 
feen  the  Iruth,  and  I  hope  that  in  time  you  vt>iU  refrejh 
me  with  a  fight  thereof  too. 

B.  Whatfoever  lyes  in  my  Power  to  ferve  you  by,I  will 
not  in  any  Cafedeny  untpyou  :  But  thusmuch  Iwould 
you  fhould  know,  that  the  Splendor  or  brightnefs  of  the 
Truth  it  felf  hath  fh one  upon  me,  but  I  have  never  as- 
yet  brought  the  work  it  felf  unto  an  end,  by  reafon  of 
the  want  of  time :  But  yet  however,  I  am  confident  and 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  if  no  impediment  chance  to  hap¬ 
pen,  I  fliall  bring  it  to  its  wifhed  end.  And  now  fee¬ 
ing  you  are  by  fome  years  younger  than  my  felf,  and 
that  you  have  Itore  of  time  and  all  other  Convenien- 
cics,  f  dare  be  confident,  that  you  would  finlfh  that 
Operation  much  fboner,  fhould  I  but  reveal  unto  you 
thofe  things,  which  I  am  already  arrived  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of,  by  the  Labours  of  mine  own  hands. 

.A.  Proceed  on,  I  pray,  in  this  your  Liberality,  and  make 
me,  as  being  a  Man  following  after  Flonefiy,  partaker  of 
your  Happinefs,  and  I  fnall  be  everlafiingly  obiged  to  yon 
and  yours,  a4nd  whatfoever  Labour  or  laik^  is  to  be 
undergone  for  you  I  will  with  a  ready  and  willing  mind 
undertaken,  and  in  all  things  refpclifitHy  regard  your 
wholfme  InjlruUions, 

B.  Well  1  I  tuift  you,  and  believe,  that  you  will  per¬ 
form  your  Piomifes,  by.  which  you  bind  your  Credit » 
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but  however  you  fhall  give  me  your  hand,  and  Promife  ' 
me,  that  you  will  conceal  the  Art  in  molt  profound  i 
filence. 

A.  In'ill,  bsre'’s  my  right  and  Credit  upon  it. 

B.  Hearken  then,  with  your  utmoft  diligence,  and 
with  an  accurate  intention,  receive  the  things  which  I 
(hall  fpeak  unto  you. 

A.  I  do^  and  Idillen  attentively. 

B.  In  thp  firft  place  then,  you  are  to  know,  that,  if 
you  would  make  any  good  thing  out  of  the  common 
Gold^  you-muft  perfeflly  call  out  of  your  mind  that 
Opinion,  which  h^th  hurried  not  a  few  into  no  fmall 
difficulties,  imagining,  that  (  by  the  help  of  fome  Men- 
firuumox  other  )  the  Colour  .oi  the  Gold  is  to  be  ex- 
tradled  out  of  it,  and  that  Silver  is  to  be  tinged,  with 
that  fame  Golden  Tinflure  thus  extraded,  and  that, : 
to  the  remaining  white  Gold,  its  Colour  may  be  again 
reftored  by  the  other  lelTer  Metals, as  $  or  Antitnonjf^o^- , 
per,  or  Iron:  Such  thoughts  as  thefe  you  muff  clearly 
remove  out  of  your  mind,  as  being  thofe  which  rob 
a  many  of  their  precious  Time  and  Eftates.  There 
are  feveral  ways,  by  which  I  know  how  to  extraft  the 
Colour  from  Gold,  but  tis  needlefs  to  reckpn  them  up 
here  by  a  tedious  repeating  of  them,  feeing  they  are 
rot  any  ways  profitable,  but  rather  caufelofs  of  Time 
and  Goods.  The  main  thing  you  arc  to  mind  is  this, 
VIZ.  to  meditate  £  and  enquire  ^1  by  an  accurate  and 
uncelTant  ftudious  Searchr,by  what  means  you  mayde- 
ftroy  Gold,  kill  it,  and  fo  compel  it_  by  Putrefadtion 
to  produce  to  view  its  internal  and  invifible  Colour, 
and  f  on  the  contrary )  to  introvert  (and  hide)  its 
external  and  vilible  Yellownefs.  For  Gold  it  felf  is 
no  o*ther  thing  fave  a  mere.Tindlure,  to  the  acquiring 
of  which,  there  needs  not  any  other  thing  fave  the 
true  Key,  which  unlocks  Gold,  introverts  it,  and  ren¬ 
ders  the  invifible  Colour,  vilible.  Befides,  neither  ate 
thofe  to  behearkned  unto,  whqboaft  of  reducing  Gpld 
into  its  itbree  Principles,  viz.  Salt.,  Sulphury  and  Mer¬ 
cury  and  of  freeing  thofe  three  from  all  their  impuri¬ 
ties,  and  then,  of  conjoyning  them  again,  being  thus 
Purged,  and  of  Fixing  them  into  an  Univerfal  Tin- 
dfure  •,  and  fuch  like  moft  impertinent  trifling  Pro- 
ceifes,  as  thefe.  For  they  are  mere  idle  Dreams,  and 
can  never  be  accomplifhed,  but  come  to  juft  nothing, 
and  clearly  delude  the  Covetous  Thirfters  after  Gain, 
by  their  vain  dependence  thereupon.  Nor  are  there 
in  Gold  any  of  thofe  Feces,  which  they  prate  of  its 
being  defiled  with,  neither  doth  it  admit  of  being  fe¬ 
vered  and  diflblved  into  thofe  three  Principles.  But 
put  Cafe  it  were  polfible  fo  to  be,  what  profit,  I  pray, 
could  we  hope  fhould  accrue  to  the  faid  Gojd  by  fuch 
a  fruitlefs  Labour,  whereas  we  fee,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
leaft  meafure  bettered  by  fuch  a  Separation.  Jt  re¬ 
mains  therefore  for  an  undoubted  Truth,  that  Gold  nei¬ 
ther  contains  any  Feces, nor  admits  it  of  a  refolutipn  info 
Three  Principles,  but  that  it  rather  requires  to  be  Ra¬ 
dically  diftblved  by  a  due  Putrefaftion,  and  to  be  fo 
opened  or  unlockt.  And  farther,  the  Labour  of  fuch 
Men  is  likewife  vain,  who  Endeavour  by  the  help  of 
Saline,  Cementations  to  extradt  from  Gold,  its  Soul  : 
For  though  fuch  Cemenrations  may  fometimes  fuecced 
fo  well,  as  that  the  Gold  when  taken  out  is  plainly 
white,  yet  nevcrthelefs  fuch  "a  white  Gold  doth  as 
yet  contain  in  it  its  own  peculiar  Colour,  the  which, 
a  little  Saltpeter  call  in  upon  it  in  Flux,  doth  eafily  rc- 
ft(^re  unto  it  ;  For  then  that  whitenefs  vanifheth,  and 
the  Truth  appears,  and  fliews  you,  that  it  neither  loft 
its  yellow  Colour,  nor  its  weight,  but  retained  them 
both,  in  the  Cementation.  Nay,  we  have  been  ma¬ 
ny  times  deceived  our  felvts  by  thefe  kind  of  Opera¬ 


tions,  and  have  perfuaded  our  felvcs,  (hat  we  had  di- 
:  Ipoiled  the  Gold  of  his  Colour  or  Tincture  by  the 
Saks,  whereas  it  had  but  only  attradled  a  certain  Sul¬ 
phur  out  of  the  Salts,  by  which  it  was  made  White.' 
You  may  give  Credit  untom.eTor  I  fpeak  experimen¬ 
tally,  and  do  not  tell  you  dreaming  Stories.  I  will 
inftance  it  unto  you,  by  an  Example.  DilTolve  a  little 
Gold  in  fomc  Aqua  hegif,  and  pout  the  Solution  up¬ 
on  powdered  lartar.,  that  fo  being  poured  upon  the 
faid  Tartar-powdlex,  it  may  be  hid  and  covered  over: 
Put  this  Jartar  thus  moiftened  with  the  Solution  of 
the  Gold,  in  a  ftrong  Crucible,  the  which  you  mull 
coyer  well  with  a  Cover,  and  lute  it :  Or  rather,  put 
it  in  a  Cementary  Potor  Veifel,  which  wUl  be  better. 
The  VelTcI  being  placed  in  the  Cemenfary  Fire,  the 
Gold  will  extract  a  peculiar  Sulphur  ^  and  become 
White  and  Brittle,  after  its  Separation  from  the 
by  being  melted.  And  now  who  is  it,  but  would  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  Salts  had  extraded  the  Colour  of  the 
Gold  from  it,  whereas  if  is  no  fuch  matter.  For  a  lit¬ 
tle  Saltpeter^  or  clfe  the  Cwm//Kw,or  Cupel  can  drive 
aw'ay  all  this  white  Golour,  and  reftorc  it  to  its  for¬ 
mer  Yellownefs  again  ^  and  this  is,  what  my  felf  have 
feveral  times  done  and  experienced  with  mine  own 
hands. 

A.  Korp  again.,  here's  a  new  Story  I  never  heard  of 
afore y  who  would  ever  have  believed y  buty  that  when  they 
hee^d  taken  their  Gold  ( tinged  with  a  whiter  Colour  than 
Silver  )  out  of  the  Cementary  Vejfely  it  bad  been  clearly 
difpoiled  of  its  ^linUure  i  Bus  new  feeing  it  is  not  foy 
there  muji  of  neceftty  lye  hidden  under  fuch  an  ASion  aS 
thiSy  fome  other  Secret  and  Wonder.  Verily  it  is  no  tri¬ 
fling  Matter  thus  to  make  Gold  whitey  without  the  help 
of  the  white  Metals  i  and  it  U  the  more  wonderful  too,  he- 
caufe  it  is  not  kyown^  from  whence  that  white  Colour  re- 
ceiveth  its  Kife  :  It  could  not  get  it  from  the  Aqua  Regis, 
nor  could  it  have  it  from  the  Tartar,  and  this  makys  me 
fill  wonder  the  more.  And  therefore  ypr  ay  y  rid  me  of  this 
doubt y  and  unriddle  the  buflnefs  unto  me ,  for  'tis  not 
without  caufoy  that  I  fuppofe  flme  great  Secret  may  lye 
thereunder  hidden. 

B.  Attend  diligently  to  what  I  fay,,  therefore,  for 
its  impoffible  for  you  to  apprehend  all  things  at  one 
very  dafli  £  as  I  may  fay,  and  at  firft.  ]  We  will  firlt 
of  all  treat  about  the  Gold  only,  and  of  other  Secrets 
afterwards  in  due  time.  But  yet  £  by  the  byj  I 
would  have  you  obferve  in  this  place,  this  one  thing  > 
that  as  touching  that  Sulphuty  which  made  the  Gold 
white  and  brittle,  there  muft  needs  be  a  notable  Frknd- 
linefs  betwixt  them,  becaufe  it  was  fo  eafily  extra- 
<3:ed  out  of  the  lartar  by  the  Gold.  And  upon  this 
Account  there  may  be  ground  to  fuppofe,  that  if  the 
Gold  were  left  lying  longer  in  that  c’ofe  Cementation, 
that  Sulphur  which  rendered  the  Gold  fo  white,  might 
haply  be  rendred  Red,  and  fix  in  the  Gold.  For  eve¬ 
ry  Sulphur  is  a  Tindfure,  vvhen  it  is  made  fixed,  and 
gets  an  Ingrefs,  from  the  other  Metals.  Do  not  un¬ 
dervalue  this  Secret,  but  fifli  out  the  Property  of  this 
thing,  by  a  more  accurate  Meditation,  for  you  will 
draw  from  thence  much  Good; 

A-  V erily.  /  can  methinkj  conjtUnre  ,  that  this  very 
kyack,  hath  more  in  it  than  it  (hews  for  •,  1  will  fi-arcb 
thereinto  more  accurately  y  perhaps  this  very  way  is  a 
nearer  one,  than  that  which  requires  the  inverflon  of  the 
Gold.  J  rememher  that  I  have  read  amongjl  the  Sayings 
of  the  Th/lojophers  ,  thU  B'^prefflan  y  That  their  Gold  ■ 
does  not  tinge,  unlels  it  be  firft  tinged,  nor  receiveth 
it  a  Red  Colour,  Unicfs  it  be  made  firft  White.  1 
perceivey  that  Nature  is  more  abundantly  flared  with  in- 
finite  Riche fy  and  that  it  cannot  be  fo  eafily  Searcht 
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to  the  i^ottom^  and  the  longer  a  Man  feeJ^s^  the  more  bo 
.finds  and  meets  with  ^  infomnch  that  at  laji^  there  w  fnih 
plenty  of  good  things  offering  themfelves  to  fuch  Seekers^ 
that  It  nir.kes  them  pnz<.eld  tvhicb  to  ch(MiJe^  feeing  they 
fo  commend  each  others  Benefit  and  Profit.  Bejides,  your 
words  are  very  hard  to  be  underjiood^  and  hard  to  be 
born,  tor  it  fvems  a  thing  exceeding  all  belief.,  that  the 
t'noji  confiant  Fire-ditrhtg- Metal.,  Gotd.fhould  be  fo  chan~ 
■  more  Gold.,  and  very  hardly.,  yea.,  not  at 

ail  reducible  by  the  help  of  Art  into  its  former  Body.  I 
do  often  meet  with  that  Opinion  and  Decree  of  thefhilo- 
,  Jopbtrs  in  my  frequent  reading  of  their  Bool{s,  viz.  that 
G(dd  mnji  he  putrefied.,  if  any  better  and  nobUr  thing  h 
to  be  generated  thereout  of:  But  whereas  it  feemed  unto 
me  a  thing  beyond  the  Power  of  Nature.^  and  altogether 
wtpoffibk.,  for  fitch  a  conjlant  Matter  to  undergo  any 
Putrefaction ,  I  Juppofed  that  the  Philofophers  pointed  at 
fame  other  thing  by  that  Putrefaction  of  theirs.  Mean 
while.,  I  earnejily  expeCt  from  you  a  Demonjiration  of  the 
pojfibility  and  Pruth  of  th'n  thing. 

B.  Come  then,  on  God’s  Name,  a  little  nearer  me, 
and  heed  well  the  things  which  (hall  be  (hewrrunto 
you. 

We  will  here  take  half  an  Ounce  of  common 
Gold,  and  put  it  into  this  Aqua  FortU,  made  of  Vi¬ 
triol  and  Saltpeter,  whereto  we  will  add  the  fame 
weight  as  the  Gold  is  of ,  or  a  little  more,  of  our 
Saltarmoniack^,  without  which,  the  Aqua  Forth  alone, 
and  by  it  felf,  is  not  able  to  dilTolve  the  Gold. 
ff  A.  Pray,  Sir,  why  do  you  fay.  Our  Salarmoniack  ? 
idre  there  fever  al  and  different  hjnds  of  it  .f  For  my  part, 
when  I  dtffolve  Cod.,  I  put  into  the  Aqua  Fortis,  that 
common  ]  Salarmoniack,  which  U  every  where  to  be  had 
tn  the  Merchants  Warehoufes  ,  and  U  very  fit  to  diffolve 
Gold  into  a  Fellow  water. 

B.  You  fpeak  very  well  after  your  own  way  i  And 
Iconfefs,  that  every  S alarmoniad^  mixt  with  Aqua 
Forth  is  very  good  to  diffolve  Gold  >  nor  is  this  any 
new  way,  for  ’tis  in  very  much  ufe  amongtt  all  the  Chy- 
mijis  ,  who  are  wont  on  this  wife  to  diffolve  their 
Gold,  but  yet  that  which  is  thus  dilTolved ,  ftill  re¬ 
mains  Gold,  and  4loth  eafily  admit  of  being  again 
precipitated  out  of  the  Aqua  Forth,  and  of  being  redu¬ 
ced  by  Fufion  into  the  former  Body,  it  had  afore  its  .So¬ 
lution.  But  if  fo  be,  that  the  Solution  (hall  be  made 
by  the  help  of  our  Sal  Mrmoniack.^,  then  is  the  Cafe 
vaftly  altered  ,  and  your  attempting  its  Redudi- 
on  again  will  be  in  vain.  For  if  Gold  be  but  diffol- 
ved  barely  once  with  our  Saltarmoniack^,  it  admits  not 
any  more  of  melting,  nor  doth  it  of  it  felf  return 
again  into  a  malleable  Metallick  Body,  but  gets  a  Red¬ 
didi  Scarlet  kind  of  Colour  in  the  Tryal  []  or  Cruci¬ 
ble  and  remains  an  unfufil  Powder.  And  if  you 
add  Tome  Borax  thereunto,  and  fet  it  in  the  Fire  then 
to  nick,  it  will  pafs  into  a  Red  Glafs,  which  is  afign 
of  Its  being  plainly  deftroyed,  and  of  its  being  tranf- 
iTiUted  into  another  Body.  And  therefore  1  dare  aver, 
that  there  is  feated  in  our  Salt  Armoniack.  a  power 
of  inverting,  and  tranfmuting  Gold,  and  of  making 
it  fit  ^or  the  Philofophical  putrefad'ion  i  which  thing 
is  impollible  to  be  done  by  any  other  Saks  whatever 
they  be,  and  what  Name  foeever  called  by. 

A.  Certainly,  thh  is  a  Divine  miraculous  thing,  to  fub- 
jeU  Gold,  fo  mightily  conjiant  in  the  Fire,  unto  Putrefa¬ 
ction,  and  to  reduce  it  by  PutrefaUion,  into  a  nothing : 
Dor  I  have  read  too  and  again,  amongfi  the  F hilofophers 
V/ritings,  that  it  is  an  eafier  thing  to  mal^e  Gold  by  Art, 
than  to  delirny  Gold  made  by  Nature.  And  therefore  thh 
Salt  muji  needs  be  a  very  wonderful  one,  which  h  able 
to  efftPi  thefe  and  other,  the  likp  alin  fi  incredible  things. 


B.  Well  may  you  term  it  a  wonderful  Salt,  for  Co 
it  is,  tlic  like  of  which,  no  Man  will  find  in  the 
whole  World  i  though  to  fuch  as  know  it,  it  is  (b 
vile  and  mean  a  thing  ■,  infomuch  that  fcarcc  any  one 
would  think  it  likedy,  that  fuch  things  could  be  done 
thcieby,  as  are  wont  to  be,  ft)ould  it  be  but  named 
by  its  own  proper  Title.  Does  noi,  I  pray,  that  Phi- 
lofopher,  Cofmopolita  for  SandnoTv~^  confefs,  that 
he  hath  oftentimes  declared  the  Art,  and  Secret  of  the 
whole  Philofophick  work,  word  for  word,  (bm^times 
to  one,  (ofnetimes  ro  another,  and  yet  they  would  not 
at  all  believe  him,  by  reufon  of  the  meannels,  or  vile- 
nefs  of  the  Work?  And  does  not  he  make  frequent  men¬ 
tion  of  his  own,  and  not  the  common  .S a/  yirmoniack.^ 
But  that  you  may  yet  give  more  belief  and  credit  to  out 
Salt,  I  would  have  you  read  the  Jurba  of  the  Philo- 
fopherf,  wherein  you  will  find  all  thofe  Things  which 
they  have  publifiied  concerning  their  Salt  :  •  And  a- 
mongff  others,  hearken  to  thofe  few  words,  which 
the  Rofary  mentions  :  Our  Salt  dffolves  Gold  into  a  red 
Colour,  and  Silver  into  a  white  Colour,  and  trafifmutes 
them  nut  of  their  Corporeity  into  a  Spirituality,  and  with 
our  Salt,  are  their  Bodies  calcined.  And  for  this  rea- 
(bn.  Lumen  Lumimtm,  alfo  fays,  lhat  if  the  Omnipo’-^ 
tent  God  had  not  created  thh  Salt,  the  Elixir  could  not 
have  been  perfeUed,  and  the  Study  of  Chymfiry  would 
have  been  m  vain.  Avicen  faith,  If  thou  hafi  a  defire 
of  getting  Riches,  prepare  Salts,  that  they  may  be  chan¬ 
ged  into  a  clear  Water,  for  by  the  Fire  are  Salts  changed 
into  Spirits ;  Salts  are  the  Roots  of  thy  wor!^.  Hermes 
faith  :  All  Salts  are  Enemies  to  cur  Workj,  and  to  our 
Art,  five  the  Salt  of  our  hum  t  Arnold  us  Lith,  Every 
Salt  that  h  well  and  rightly  prepared,  h  of  the  Nature 
of  Salt  Armoniack ,  and  the  whole  Myiiery  of  our  Art 
confijis  in  the  Preparation  of  common  Salt  :  He  therefore 
that  kpows  Salt,  and  its  Solution,  to  him  is  the  My(iery 
of  the  ancient  wife  Men  kitowr.  And  therefore  bend  the 
utmofi  Meditations  of  thy  Wit  upon  the  Nature  of  that 
Salt  only,  in  which  the  Wifdom  of  the  ancient  wife  Men, 
and  every  My  fiery,  U  found  hidden  and  concealed.  The 
Writings  of  the  Philofophers  are  full  of  thofe  and 
fuch  like  Sayings,  and  they  do  every  where  mightily 
infifi  upon  Salt.  And  now,  what  think  you  of  thefe 
Teftimonies  v  what !  do  the  things  I  have  fpoken,yet 
find  any  belief  in  your  Breaft  > 

A.  Tes  V eriy,  and  now  1  aril  on  your  fide  ■,  hut  yet 
I  do  as  yet  defire,  and  heartily  wifh  for  this  one  thing, 
that  you  would  for  once  let  me  fee  your  Labour,  whereby 
I  may  convince  other  incredulous  Perfons,  and  maky  them 
believe  too. 

B.  Well,  I  am  content  v  and  come  let  us  go  to 
work,  and  let  us  put  the  Gold  in  its  requifite  Men^ 
llruum,  and  place  it  in  warm  Sand,  thereby  to  haffen 
forward  the  Solution  of  the  fame though  there  is 
flrength  fufficient  in  our  Menftruum,  to  diffolve  the 
Gold  in  the  Cold  without  Fife.  We  (hall  in  a  fhort 
time  fee  it  of  a  yellow  Colour  :  And  behold  that 
very  Colour,  and  the  Gold  it  felf  is  fo  changed,  as  it  is 
never  more  reducible  into  its  former  golden  Body. 
Thus  have  you  now  the  entrance  and  beginning,  which 
as  yet  is  vafily  diflant  from  the  wifhc  fer  end  :  And 
when  you  now  fee  the  beginning,  know,  that  is  the 
fir  ft  day  of  our  Philofophick  Labour.  Next,  let  us 
proceed  to  the  Putrefa<ftion  of  the  diffolved  Gold, 
without  which,  no  Colours  prefent  themfelves  to  our 
view.  Behold  in  this  very  moment,  Sol  begins  to 
wax  black,  and  in  a  little  while  after  it  will  conceive 
fuch  a  thorough  b'acknefs,  that  it  will  be  like  to  Ink, 
and  may  ferve  to  write  withal  on  Paper,  yhis  black- 
nefs,  the  Philofophers  call  the  Head  of  tlie  Crow,  by 
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that  Name  pointing  out  unto  us  tbeir  Putrefadlion  ^ 
by  which,  the  fecond  day  of  our  Philofophical  La 
hour  is  hnifited.  , 

Our  Ground  or  Earthy  therefore,.- being  fuffici- 
ently  enough  moillned,  we  mud  befecch  God  to  be- 
dow  upon  us  the  hot  Hiine  of  the  Sun  ^  for  without 
the  Suns  heat  wiiich  dirs  up  the  Life  in  all  things, 
there  cannot  poilibly  be  any  increafe  and  growth. 
Lend  rdGtherefore  your  bed  attention.  Aflbon  as  the; 
putrefied  Body  of  our  Sol  (hall  feel  the  warming  heat 
of  the  Sun,  its  blackncTs,  which  was  the  true  Sign  ot 
its  Putrefa<^ion,will  vani(h  away  by  little  and  little, and 
give  place  to  the  accels  and  approach  of  many  mod 
delicate  Colours ,  the  which,  the  Philofophers  have 
named  the  Peacocks  Tail,  and  this  finifheth  the  third 
day  of  our  Philofophical  habour.  And  now,  when 
the  Fruit-prt^ucing  Sun  fliall  have  thus  illudrated  our 
Field,  or  Ground  with  its  warmer  Rays,  but  for  one 
day  as  yet,  we  may  eafdy  fee,  what  is  farther  likely  to 
come  to  pafs  hereafter. 

A. -  Huy  da  !  n'bat  a  rvonderful  thing  U  thU^  that,  I 
fee  here  ?  in  hoiv  jhort  a  time^  and  how  fpeedily  hath  the 
Peacocl^f  Tail  changed  it  felf  into  a  thiik^Blood  ?  Who 
could  ever  believe  it^  ur.lefs  he  had  feen,  and  beheld  it 
teith  bin  own  Eyes  ? 

B.  I  confels  it  is  fuch  a  thing  as  may  well  caufe  -in 
any  one  mod  exceeding  admiration,  feeing  that  there 
proceed  from  Art  and  Nature ,  Operations  of  fuch 
great  moments :  God  hath  made  all  things  very  well, 
and  (hould  he  not  permit  fuch  an  admirable  changing 
of  Colour,'  to  appear  in  the  Operation,  verily  the  Phi- 
lofopher  would  be  in  doubt,  whether  or  no  he  might 
hope  for  an  happy  Succe(s  of  all  his  Labour  :  And 
now  upon  the  occafion  of  this  Blood-like  Colour,  is 
arifen  the  Name  of  Dragons  Blood  amongft  the  Phi¬ 
lofophers  ,  who  fay,  that  w'hen  this  Colour  appears 
in  view,  the  fourth  day  of  the  Philofophical  work  or 
Labour  is  fini(hed. 

A.  Good  God  I  how  great ,  and  how  wonderful  are  thy 
wonderous  iFvrhj  ^  who  can  find  them  out  by  his  own 
Search  and  Indujhy  ?  There  do  daily  happen  greater  and 
greater  encreaftngs  of  our  Faith^  filing  *hat  I  behold  with 
mine  own  Eyer,  fuch  things  as  heretofore  exceeded  all  my 
belief.  Jtnd  I  entreat  you  to  tell  me  this  one  things  whe¬ 
ther  or  noy  there  lies  in  this  Bloody  as  *tis  now  prepared^ 
a  moji  excellent  Power  of  healing  Tifeafes  or  no^  and  if 
it  may  jafeiy  be  made  ufe  of  for  the  healing  of  Sickrieffes 
without  any  farther  Preparation  ? 

B.  Yes  verily,  there  does  lye  therein  hidden,  an  in¬ 
credible  healing  Faculty,  and  this,  its  very  Signature 
doth  openly  .witnefs.  For  God  doth  not  fignormark 
all  the  Herbs,  all  Animals,  all  Stones  in  vain,  by  the 
external  Signature  of  all  which,  it  is  an  eafie  matter 
to  know,  what  ufe  they  are  of  for  Mankind.  Forafmuch 
therefore,  as  our  Gold  is  turned  into  a  thick  Blood, 
it  is  a  mo  ft  certain  Teftiraony,  that  it  is  Serviceable 
for  the  curing  and  amending  of  Man’s  Blood.  For,' 
if  the  moft  ancient  Phyficians  have  made  ufe  of  Gold, 
reduced  either  by  filing  into  a  moft  fubtile  Powder, 
or  by  bearing  intomoft  thin  Leaves  ,  in  the  Cure  of 
rhe  m.oft  defperate  pifeafes,  yea,  and  of  the  Lepro- 
fie  it  felf  too,  and  thi-":  not  without  Fruit,  and  Succtfs  i 
how  much  greater  commerce  tlien  will  this  Gold  of 
ours  thus  changed  into  a  Red  Blood,  have,  with  the 
Blood  of  Mankind.  Would  it  not  phink  you^  abound 
with  a  greater  Power  of  freeing  it  from  all  falfe  and 
fupetfluous  Aqueity,  and  other  evil  Humours  and  Im¬ 
purities,  and  of  reducing  it  into  its  former  State  of 
Good  health  r*  For  the  occult  Virtues  of  the  Gold  are  | 
r.o  more  (hut  up  now ,  like  as  when  the  Corporal 


filed,  Of  leafe  Gold  held  them  lock’d  up,  that  they 
are  unloofcd,  and  releafed  from  their  Fetters,  and  fo 
perform  their  woik  by  moft  free  and  unclogg  d  Ope¬ 
rations.  And  feeing  tliat  Gold  is,  by  Ancient  and 
Modern  Fh\ fici'ans,  attributed  to  the  Heart,  and  to  the 
whole  Blood  of  Man’s  Body,  and  feeing  that  experi¬ 
ence  it  felf  hath  demonftrated,  that  it  takes  away  the 
preter-natural  affeds  of  the  Heart,  and  heals  the  cor¬ 
rupted  Blood  i  why  fliould  not  this  our  Blood  of  Gold  • 
effetff  the  fame  with  greater  Efficacy,  and  a  more 
happy  Succefs.  With  this  very  Blood,  have  1  al¬ 
ready  performed  wonderful  things  in  the  moft  grie¬ 
vous  pifeafes  in  the  Bodies  of  Men,  after  they  have 
been  firft  purged  with  (ome  Panacea.  1  have  there-  ' 
withal  healed  the  Leaprons  in  a  fhoit  fpacc  of  time, 
and  fuch  as  have  to  no  purpofe  made  ufe  of  the  aftift- 
ence  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians  for  ten  or  twelve' 
years  continually,  to  their  great  Colls  and  Charges, 
and  this  I  can  evidence  by  moft  clear  Teftimonies, 
which  1  keep  by  me.  Nay  farther,  even  at  this  very 
day  in  very  many  places,  into  which  I  have  fent  of 
this  Blood,  the  deteftable  Leprofie,  the  French  Pox^ 
and  other  moft  grievous  Difeafes  of  the  Heart  and 
Blood  ( to  the  Cure  whereof.  Gold  is  in  an  cfpecial 
manner  ordained  by  God  )  are  taken  away  by  an- ad¬ 
mirable  way  of  healing  :  For  feeing»  that  (  as  we  faid 
afore)  itftrengthens  the  Heart,  and  rnundifics  the  de¬ 
filement  of  corrupt  and  polluted  Blood,  and  purgeth 
them  away,  it  rauft  of  neceflity  likewife  expel,  as  well 
the  open  or  vifible,  as  the  occult  and  hidden  Difeafes 
of  the  Body  of  Man.  For  if  Nature  be  but  corrobora¬ 
ted,  it  doth  eafily  fubdue  and  expel  Difeafes,  by  the 
help  of  otherverj  fmall  Medicaments  j  the  Which  thing 
I  have  by  m.y  manifold  experiences  found  to  be  moft 
true,  when  I  have  adjoyned  this  Aurcous  Blood  to 
other  futable  Medicaments.  For  it  cannot  be 
expreft,  what,  and  how  much  I  have  done,  both  in 
young  and  old ,  with  this  very  Blood  fo  exhibi¬ 
ted,  in  the  Stone.,  Gout.,  Vropfie.,  Leprofie.,  Epilepfie, 
and  other  Chronical  Difeafes,  which  have  taken  deep 
Rooting  in  the  Body.  Therefore  if  God  fiiall  pleale 
to  lengthen  out  my  days,  I  will  very  fuddenly  publilh' 
the  ufe  thereof,  that  fo  it  may  be  brought  into  com¬ 
mon  Ufe  in  all  Difeafes.  For  this  Golden  Blood  may 
[  probably  2  he  the  potable  Gold  of  the  Ancients, 
which  never  more  fuffets  it  felf  to  be  reduced  into  its 
former  malleable  Body.  I  have  fundry  ways  attemp¬ 
ted  to  reduce  it ,  but  never  could  effeft  the  fame. 
But  yet  this  one  Cafe  I  except,  viz.  a  little  of  this 
dry  Blood,  being  put  upon  molten  Gold,  hath  ingrefs 
into  the  fame,  and  the  refidue  fwims  at  the  top  there¬ 
of  like  an  Earth ;  but  yet  that  little  which  adjoyned. 
it  felf  to  the  Gold,  is  o(  fo  great  a  Power  as  to  make 
all  that  whole  Body  of  Gold  which  it  entred  into, 
brittle,  yea  fo  brittle,  as  that  if  fufters  it  felf  to  '.be 
beaten  in  a  Morter  into  moft  fine  Powder. 

A.  I  Marry,  Sir  I  thefe  are  Miracles  indeed,  which  I 
fee  and  hear-,  who  will  mal{e  any  farther  doubt,  but  that 
the  Vniverful  Tindure  wbith  heals  the  Siclyujfes,  or  Vi- 
fiempers  both  of  A!en  and  Metals,  may  he  prepared,  out 
of  this  Golden  Blood  ?  For  all  the  Pbtlofphers  do  with 
one  Conjent  conff,  that  their  TinHure,  when  quite  per- 
feSled  and  caji  tn  upon  molten  Gold,  doth  render  the 
fame  brittle.  And  now  feeing  this  Golden  Blood  of  ours, 
being  as  yet  immature,  and  not  prepared,  doth  effeSl  the 
fame,  would  it  not,  1  pray,  perform  the  fame  much  better,  if 
it  had  but  Ingrefs  given  unto  it,  by  inceration,  whereby  it 
might  finw  the  eaficr,  and  enter  the  more  readily.  I  do 
net  ni/w  at  all  doubt,  but  that  this  aursous  Blood  both  can 
and  in  time  will  become  an  univerjal  TinlUire  full  of  Ale- 
dicinal  Virtues.  B.  AT 
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B.  Although‘  I  am  not  minded  pubiickly  to  difclofe 
an  Arcanupi  ot  fuch  great  moment,  and  fo  great  a 
a  Myftery,  and  to  throw  fuch  a  precious  Pearl  afore 
Swine*  yeti  am  of  the  mind  to  prepare  feme  quan¬ 
tity  thereof,  and  to  part  with  fo  much  unto  the  Sick 
that  need  it,  and  that  fliall  defire  the  fame  from  me, 
as  is  requifite  for  their  life.  And  not  only  to  the  Sick, 
but  to  others  too,  that  are  willing  to  apply  it  to  other 
Ufes  and  Experiments  ^  but  efpecially  unto  thofe  who 
would  fain  try,  whether  or  no.  even  this  very  Blood 
will  turn  it  felf  (  according  to  my  Defeription  )  into  a 
white  Milk,  and  then  into  a  Red  Stone,  and,  by  a 
Reiteration  of  the  work,  pafs  through  all  Co¬ 
lours.  This  defireoufnefs,  or  inquiry  after  the  Truth 
cannot  at  all  prove  any  ways  difadvantageous  to  me, 
or  mine.  For  the  Art  it  felf  will  always  remain  an 
unlefs  it  chance  to  happen,  that  lome  one  or 
•  other  Searcher,  which  is  of  amore  fubtile  Ingenuity, 
(hould,  by  his  diligent  and  ferious  inquiry,  fearch  out 
the  very  Foundation  of  the  Art  it  felf.  Which  if  it 
Ihould  fo  come  to  pafs,  he  muft  then  think,  that  God 
liath  vouchfafed  this  Gift  unto  him,  and  that  he  now 
confiders,  and  well  knows,  what  efteem  he  ought  to 
fet  upon  it)  and  by  what  means  he  ought  to  hide  it. 
However,  this  is  moft  certain,  and  indubitably  true, 
that  this  Dodirine,  and  inftru<3:ion  of  mine  own  pre- 
feribed  in  my  Writings,  will  be  a  fpurring  encourage- 
■  ment  to  abundance  of  Men  ( that  have  hitherto  ex¬ 
ceedingly  doubted  of  the  Truth  of  this  fo  great  a 
Myftery,  and  fhall  now  come  to  know  it,  laid  open 
by  me  with  fuch  evident  Demonftrations,  )  and  caufe 
them  to  fearch  with  a  greater  and  more  ferious  ftudy, 
and  to  caft  off  all  other  unprofitable  Coc^ions  what- 
foever.  For  to  what  purpofe  is  it  toufe  many  things, 
about  that  which  may  be  done  by  fewer  and  more  ealie. 
All  things  have  their  time,  and  fo  has  this  Arcanum 
too  its  own  proper  time.  'But  we  Ihall  fpeak  more  of 
thefe  things  in  the  following  Defeription  of  the  fecond 
univerfal  Medicine.  All  thefe  things  which  thou  haft 
I  hitherto  fecn,are  indeed  very  good  ^  but  we  are  as  yet 
far  off  from  the  end.  Have  you  not  likewife  read  in 
i  the  Philofophers  Writings,  that  the  white  Swan  doth 
alfo  ftiew  it  felf  in  the  Work  ?  Now,  if  by  but  as  yet 
One  days  ftiining,  the  Sun  flaall  have  illumnated  by 
its  brightnefs  the  Dragons  Blood,  you  (hall  fee  it 
turned  into  a  white  Milk,  which  Milk  the  P’hilofo- 
phers  have  written  off,  and  which  at  length  goes  into 
a  Coagulum^  or  Cheeflike  Curdling.  Look  therefore 
now  upon  that  Milk, which  you  fee  to  admit  of  Coagu- 
tion  and  Condenfation,  by  little  and  little  :  And  thus 
with  this  golden  Gheefe  do  we  finilh  the  Philofo- 
phical  Labour  of  the  Fifth  day. 

A.  God  be  thank^d^  that  this  days  Labour  hath  alfo 
fucceededy  as  rse  could  a>i(h.  But  forafmuch  as  thofe 
things  which  you  mentionedy  but  now  come  in  my  miridy 
viz.  that  we,  are  far  off  from  the  end  of  the  wor^  yet ^ 
and  yet  too  morrow  is  the  Sixth  and  laji  day  of  this  our 
Fhilofophical  weeb^  -y  and  farther,  feeing  you  faid  prefntly 
after  the  beginning  of  this  our  Confer encOy  that  the  whole 
tForl^would  be  fni(hed  in  fix  Vaysfpacey  and  th.it  on  the 
feventh  J)ay  we  may  ceafe  from  all  cur  fFork.  and  Labours y 
and  fandifie  ity  or  keep  it  holyy  and  give  God  due  thankj 
for  all  thefe  his  Benefits  bejiowed  on  ns  :  Seeing  (I  fay)  that 
dV  thefe  things  come  now  tn  my  mindy  ^tis  no  wonder yif  they 
likewife  create  in  me  a  great  deal  of  Care  and  PuzzUngy 

•  to  thinbyhow  this  can  bcythat  alithife  things  that  remain 
yet  behind  may  be  perfeP,ed.y  and  brought  to  a  full  end 
tn  one  day, 

B,  Ceafe  your  Care  [my  Friend!]  nor  do  tou 
cught  elfe  this  Sixth  Day,  but  hourly  encieafe  the  Fite 


by  Decrees,  and  ftir  if  up  niorc  and  more,  thaf  Co 
you  may,  fee,  by  wb.at  means  our  whi-c  CnacuLt.d 
Milk  will  by  little  and  little  pafs  into  a  yellow  Co¬ 
lour,  and  will  at  length  be  thoroughly  Red,  and  abide 
molr  confiant  in  the  Fire.  This  fixed  Rcdnifs,  the 
Pliilofophers  call  their  Salamander  :  The  Fotts  fells 
us  a  Tale,  of  a  certain  Worm  that  lives  in  tlie  Fire, 
which  cannot  be  burnt  or  confumed  thcrcliy.  There¬ 
fore,  after  the  Philofophers  have  brought  their  work 
through  all  the  Colours,  and  have  at  length  attained 
fo  far,  as  that  there  appears  no  other,  but  a  mere 
fixed  kednefs,  they  named  it  their  Salamander,  with 
which  (if  you  except  only  Inceration  and  Multipli¬ 
cation)  they  ended  their  work,  and  fo  do  we  alio 
finifii  thefe  our  prefent  Labours. 

A.  Praife  and  Glory  be  to  Gody  by  whofe  t)ivine  help, 
we  have  if  by  fo  happy  and  defir ed  a  Snecefs  )  promoted 
our  worl{^  to  its  moji  defired  end. 

Amen.  And  thus  will  we  now  put-  an  end  to 
our  work,  that  Co  we  may  fandifie  to  morrow,  which 
is  the  feventh  Day,  to  the  Honour  and  Glory  of  the 
Divine  Bouiity. 

A.  Ah,  my  dearefi  friend -y  let  me  intreat  you  not  to 
involve  me  by  your  immature  departitrey  in  greater  trou¬ 
bles  and  difficulties.  There  are  divers  fcruples  and  doub  sy 
and  thefe  weighty  ones  too,  that  perplex  my  mindywhich  un¬ 
lefs  you  remove  afore, your  going  jway(  but  I  hope  you'll  (lay) 
1  fhall  of  a  certain  Truth  be  tormented  all  this  enfuing 
Night  with  the  mofi  bitter  Pill  of  Vif quiet  and  Anxiety,  and 
then  you  may  well  guefs  with  what  mind  I  am  likely  to 
celebrate  the  to  marrow  Sabbath.  For  I  am  yet  as  plainly 
ignoranty  what  ufe  to  put  that  Salamander  to.  As  con¬ 
cerning  thofe  things ,  which  you  have,  faithfully  difc'ofd 
unto  me  hithertOy  I  trujiy  I  Jhall  not  err  in  their  Opera¬ 
tion,  but  as  touching  Inceration  and  Multiplication ,  in 
which,  as  m  two  Cardinal  main  Points,  the  very  ffPiUar 
or]  hinge  of  the  whole  Operation  tyeSy  as  you  fa'd,  I  muji 
needs  confefs  my  felf  more  Blind,  as  to  them,  than  Tife- 
fias  was  :  i  muH  needs  fay,  that  I  behold  the  promifed 
Land  fituate  afore  mine  Eyes,  but  the  way  that  Uadeth 
thereunto  is  hedged  in  with  fuch  Thickets  ,  and  fo  many 
Brambles  ythat  J  do  not  fee  which  way  Khali  extricate  my 
felf  out  of  them.^  Vnlefs  the  mercy  of  Gcd,  and  your  help 
come  in  to  my  affifiance,  /  fee  ihat  all  my  Labours  will 
be  in  vain. 

B.  ’Tis  no  fmall  trouble  you  bring  nie,  by  your  im¬ 
portunity,  don’t  you  fee  the  approaching  Evening. 
You  A^I  jult  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  importunate 
Men,  who  having  once  gotten  ones  out-held  Finger, 
do  fnatch  in  the  whole  hand.  At  firft,  you  only  en¬ 
treated  me  to  difeover  unto  you  the  Matter  and  Key 
of  the  Alt,  and  faid,  that  you  would  eafily  find  out 
the  reft  your  felf.  Why  then  do  you  not  feek  there¬ 
after, and  let  me  go  ?  , 

A.  Good  Siry  be  not  difpleafed  with  this  my  importunity, 
proceeding  from  ihe  ioo  eafnefi  deftrey  1  have,  of  knowing, 
fo  great  a  Secret:  And  Chrifi  himjelf  fAth,  if  ye  fhall 
kytock^y  the  Gate  fhall  be  opened  unto  you. 

B.  Well,  fince  I  fee,  that  I  muft  expeff  no  quiet 
from  you,  till  you  do  likewife  (earn  fomething  from^ 
me,  concerning  Inceration  and  Multiplication,  I  will 
in  a  few  words  fet  afore  your  Eyes,  things  of  great 
moment.  Look  to  it,  that  you  liften  very  Attentively. 

A.  I  do. 

B.  fiaveyounotreadin  thePhilofophers,when  they 
fpeak  of  Inceration,  that  the  out-dfiveh  Soul  is  to  be 
reftored  to  the  dead  king,  that  the  dead  Body  n  ay 
be  recalled  back  to  Life,  and  that  it,  arifing  with  a 
more  glorious  Body ,  and  a  more  excellent  Crown* 
may  prove  an  helper  to  its  meaner  Brethren.  Tite- 
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Philofophers  words  are,  as  follows.  Here  the  Soul  lets 
it  felf  down,  and  refreftieth  the  dead  Body.  For  it  is 
not  fufficient,  that  the  King  be  deprived  of  Life  and 
fo  left  dead  :  No,  no,  for  neceffity  requires,  that  its 
Soul  be  reftored  unto  it,  which  may  reftore  its  Moti¬ 
on,  and  loft  Life,  to  the  dead  Body.  Now,  by  how 
much  the  oftner,  the  Soul  and  Life  is  taken  away 
from  the  King,  and  that  which  is  taken  away  be  again 
reftored  thereunto,  which  fo  much  the  ftronger  and 
more  adive  Body,  and  fo  much  the  Magnificenter  a 
Crown  will  he  arife  withal.  By  thefe  few  words 
have  I  laid  open  unto  you,  Inceration  and  Multipli¬ 
cation.  But  yet  there  are  other  ways  of  increafing 
our  fixt  Salamander ,  and  rendring  it  fufible,  viz.  by 
the  addition  of  Mercurial  things,  which,  by  their  fpee- 
dy  Flux  and  penetrating  Property,  do  pierce  into  this 
our  deftroyed  Gold,  diflblve  it,  and  fo  bring  to  pafs, 
that  there  is  made  of  them  both  (  viz.  of  the  deftroy¬ 
ed  Gold,  and  which  admits  not  of  any  redudion,  and 
of  the  Volatile  Mercury  )  a  certain  fufile  midling  Body, 
which  faid  Body,  thus  conjoyned  of  the  two,  is  to  be 
maturated  by  the  bare  Regiment  of  the  Fire.  And  by 
this  Maturation, is  this  univerfal  Medicament  rendred 
fo  fufible,  as  to  haveingrefs  into  all  the  Metals,  and 
to  penetrate  them. 

A.  [_  But  pray  5/>,]]  U  not  this  way  of  giving  a  more 
eafie  Ingrefs  and  Flux  to  our  deflroyed^  and  irreducible.^ 
6 old,  by  the  Mecury  of  Metals.,  more  facile,  and  a 
nearer  one  than  that  abovefaid  way,  which  requires  a  great 
many  Operations, by  the  reiterating  of  Inceration  and  Mul¬ 
tiplication  ? 

B.  Yes  Verily,  it  is  a  (horter  and  eafier  way,  as  be¬ 
ing  void  of  many  tedious  Labours,  for  it  needs  no¬ 
thing  elfe,  but  that  the  Mercury  of  Tome  Metals  be  put 
into  fome  good  ftrong  Glafs  with  the  inverted  Gold, 
and  be  fo  brought  unto  Fixation.  But  yet  thisMedi- 
Gament,that  is  on  this  wife  wrought  up  with  the^  to  a 
conftancy  in  the  Fire,  cannot  extend  its  Colour  (b 
largely,  as  that,  which  is  rendred  fufible  by  fo  many 
reiterated  Operations,  becaufe,  in  every  reiteration,  the 
Tind:ure  is  exalted  and  multiplied.  And  now,  have 
you  any  other  demands?  if  fo,  be  brief,  for  the  Even¬ 
ing  approrcheth. 

A.  Tes,  Sir,  there  are  many,  things,  that  I  would  ask^ 
about,  but  feeing  that  my  importunity  is  troublefome,  I 
I  will  at  prefent  refi  content  with  thofe  things,  I  have 
heard.  Only,  this  one  thing  more  would  I  gladly  kjtow,  viz. 
.where  1  ought  to  feek^for  the  Soul  of  the  King. 

B.  You  muft  look,  whither  you  have  driven  it,  and 
there  muft  you  feek  it,  and,  having  found  it,  you  muft 
reftore  it  to  the  dead  King^  and  fo  you  will  again  be¬ 
gin  your  Work,  and  you  (hall  again  bring  it  through 
all  the  Variety  of  Colours,  like  as  you  did  at  ihefirft 
time.  For  when  the  Soul'  is  reftored  to  the  Body, 
there  is  made  a  new  Solution,  which  is  to  be  again 
putrefied,  that  it  may  turn  back-,  and  then  proceeding 

/  farther  on  according  to  the  fame  way,  as  was  done  in 
the  firft  Operation,  there  will  appear  all  the  Colours, 
and  they  too  far  more  delicate  than  in  the  foregoing 
Labour.  The  Crows  head  will  be  Blacker,  the  Dra¬ 
gons  Bloods'  Redder  :  The  Lac  virginis  Whiter,  and  the 
Salamander  more  fufile,  than  it  was  in  the  firft  Ope¬ 
ration.  For  by  how  much  the  oftner  you  (hall  repeat 
this  Mortification  and  Vivification  of  the  King  ,  fo 
much  the  more  Magnificent,  more  precious,  aad  more 
efficacious  a  Tinifture,  will  you  obtain.  Believe  it,  and 
give  God  the  thanks,  and  be  mindful  of  the  Poor, 
alToon  as  ever  you  are  Mafter  of  your  Defires.  Come 
to  me  again  upon  Munday,  that  I  may  alfo  teach  you 
(  according  to  my  Promife  )  the  way  of  making  ano¬ 


ther  Philofophical  work  out  of  the  Poifonous,  Vola¬ 
tile,  and  black  Saturnine  Magnefa  :  And  fo  farewel. 

A.  Ingoing  away  fpake  thus  with  himfelf,  Vratfe  and 
Glory  be  unto  God, who  hath  thus,  by  tbs  help  of  one  Man^ 
bejlowed  on  me  fo  great  a  Grace.  I  now  go  home  with  d 
cheerful  mind  ,  and  there  will  I  mofi  de/iroujiy  wait  for 
Mundays  approach,  that  fo  I  may  Itkewife  get,  from  my 
Friend  fent  me  by  God,  that  other  work^,  [madej  out  of 
the  Volatile  and  Philofophical  Gold.  But  this  Operation, 
done  with  fixed  Gold,  doth  pleafe  me  wondreujly  well,  efpe- 
ciaUyfor  this  reafon,  becaufe,  in  every  Reiteration,  thlfe  do 
always  appear  tbe  fame  C olours, which  prefented  themfelves 
to  view  in  the  firfi  Operation.  Who  would  ever  have  j^- 
lieved,that  fo  many,  and  fuch  excellent  Colours  lay  hid  in 
common  Gold .?  And  now, if  this  can  be  demonfirated  in  the 
common  Gold,  what  may  be  expelled  from  the  fecret  Gold 
of  tbe  Philofophers,  in  which  ( they  fay  )  many  more  Co. 
lours  lye  hid  than  do  in  common  Gold.  '^‘Tis  a  common 
Proverb,\Iconfefs~\  that  he  who  fecks  from  another  comes 
to  know  many  things,  but  {jtfuaUy  ]  renders  himfelf  un¬ 
grateful  :  But  yet  however,  I  cannot  chufe  but  propofe  un¬ 
to  the  Man  one  ^efiion  more,  perhaps  fome  fweet  refrefh. 
ing  Solar  Kay  willjhine  upn  me.  My  Friend!  I  am  come 
again  unto  you. 

B.  Well,  tell  me,  what  more  you  have  to  (ay  unto 
me.!* 

A.  As  touching  thofe  things  which  Ihavefeen,  J  defire 
no  farther  Information  concerning  them.  But,  it  will  mofi 
thoroughly  ferve  my  turn,  if  you  will  he  but  pleafed  to  an- 
fwer  but  unto  one  ^efiion,  which  I Jhall  propofe  untoyo»: 
And  that  is  this,Forafmuch  as  almofi  all  the  Philofophers 
in  the  defeription  of  their  Stone,  do  tell  us,  "That  the  King 
is  to  be  conjoyned,  and  KadicaVy  mixed,  with  the  ^een  in 
a  peculiar  Mercurial  Bath,  that  fo  from  them  an  Off-fpring 
more  noble  than  the  Father  may  arife :  And  fieing  like  wife, 
that  the  fame  Philofophers  do  at  large  celebrate  tbe  Coition 
of  Mars  Venus  :  My  defire  is  very  great,  to  under- 
fiandyeur  Opinion  concerning  tbit  hufinefs.  For  if  there 
could  happen,  or  proceed,  any  good  effell  from  this  Conjun- 
Hion  of  Cold  with  Silver,  or  Mars  with  Venus,  what 
need  would  there  be  of  fo  many  repeated  Coclions  of  tht 
Gold  ? 

B.  This  way,  which  you  make  mention  of,  is  not 
unprofitable  •,  and,  to  tell  you  the  Truth,  there  are  yet 
nearer  ways,  the  which  ’whofoever  enters  into,  will 
equally  become  a  Mafter  of  great  Arcand*s.  I  was 
willing  to  (hew  unto  you  the  work  upon  bare  Gold 
only,  for  this  reaibn,  viz.  that  you  may  fee  with  your 
Eyes,  and  as  it  were  feel  with  your  hands,  that  thofe 
moft  eminent  Colours  do  lye  hid  even  in  bare  Gold 
too  •,  which  is  a  thing,  that  fcarce  one  of  a  thouland 
would  have  believed.  And  now  being  certainly  alTuf 
red,  about  (he  lying  hid  of  fo  great  a  Tindure  in  Gold^ 
you  may  with  the  greater  confidence  fet  about  your 
Operations. 

A.  StiU  more  and  more  doth  a  brighter  light  jhine  upon 
me.  Nor  can  I  enough  admire,  when  /  loo)^  upon  the  Ro- 
fey  Colour  of  the  Lyon,  tkaf  out  of  fo  fmall  a  Lyon,  there 
fhould  proceed  fo  great  a  quantity  of  Blood,  coloured  with' 
fo  excellent  and  delicate  a  Colour,  when  as  mtwithfiand- 
ing,  out  of  other  much  greater  Animals,  there  is  fcarce 
extradible  fo  much  Blood,as  to  anjwer  to  the  hundreth  part 
of  this  Blood, 

B.  What  ?  do  not  you  underftand,  by  what  means, 
(uch  an  incredible  quantity  of  Blood  can  flow  forth  out 
of  (b  fmall  a  Lyon  ?  What,  do  you  not  know,  that  the 
whole  Body  of  the  Lyon,  which  is  the  King  of  all 
Beafts,  is  nothihng  elfe  but  the  mere  concentrated 
Blood  of  the  heart,  one  half  Ounce  of  which,  being 
boiled  in  many  hundred  Ounces  of  water,  doth  turn  all 
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that  watet  into  Blooci ,  as  you  your  felf  have  now 
feen  with  your  own  F.yes. 

A.  I  co)ffeJ}y  that  thire  have  notv  been  Jhervn  to  the 
vietv  of  mine  own  Eyes,  fuch  and  fj  great  things,  the  liky 
of  which  I  never  heard  fo  mncb  as  one  word  of,  from  any 
others ,  No  Body  would  believe  me,  and  (  which  is  worfe  J 
mine  Enemies,  who  are  moji  vile  Complers  of  infamous 
Libels,  would  fet  upon  mewith  ftore  of  nproaches  and  lyes, 
and  call  me  Sophi fer  and  Cheater,  and  would  jay,  that  1 
hoyl  fame  Braille  wood,  or  other  Red  colouring  Stuff  in 
water,  and  fa  fell  it  for  the  Kofey  Blood  of  the  Lynn.  And 
therefore,!  have  no  reafon  to  makp  ffew  of  any  knowledge 
vf  this  fo  great  a  Secret. 

B.  How  ?  what  will  you  be  afiaid  fo  be  a  reporter 
of  the  Truth  •,  and  to  nianifeft  thefe  great  wonders  of 
God  and  l^ature.  That  very  way  by  which  I  (hew¬ 
ed  unto  you,  that  that  mod:  high  Colour  arifeth  out  of 
Gold,  by  the  felf  fame  way  may  you  be  able  to  fliut 
the  defiled  mouths  of  your  Enemies.  And  if  they 
will  not  believe,  that  there  lyes  hidden  fuch  a  Colour 
in  Gold,  they  will  be  convinced  by  the  faid  Lyons 
Blood,  which ,  being  made  bright  hot  in  a  ftrong 
Fire,  and  afterwards  boiled  again  in  other  water,  will 
convert the  fame,  as  it  did  the  former,  into  Blood,  and 
this  you  may  even  do,  as  often  as  you  pleafe.  By  this 
it  is  manifcftly  evident,  that  the  Blood  of  our  Lyon  is 
incombuftible.  And  in  our  being  buiied  about  thofe  La¬ 
bours  of  ours, there  prefent  themfelves  to  our  view, three 
molt  delicate  Flowers :  The  firlt  is,  a  Violet,  dyed  with 
a  mixt  red  and  Sky  Colour ;  Then,  the  White  Lilly  •, 
and  at  la(t,  tire  immortal  Amaranthus  (hining  with  a 
Scarlet  dye.  But  why,  immortal  ?  For  this  realon,  be- 
caufe  neither  the  ftrongelt  Fire,  nor  the  Itrongcft  Cor- 
rolive  waters  can  at  all  hurt  it,  or  change  its  Colours. 
The  Amarantbus  is  tinged  with  the  higheft  and  mod 
conflant  Colour,  beyond  all  other  Herbs  and  Flower^s, 
tbe  which  does  not  fo  foon  vanilh  after  the  manner 
of  other  Colours,  which  other  Flowers  have  ,  but  a- 
bides  conflant  for  many  years,  infomuch,  that  fuch  an 
Herb  is  kept  both  Winter  and  Summer,  to  make  Gar¬ 
land  and  Pofies,  or  fuch  like,  withal. 

A.  If  now  any  one  could  be  fo  happy  at  la/},  as  to  en¬ 
joy  that  Amaranthus,  he  might  prefent  many  pious  Vir¬ 
gins,  with  Pofies  and  Garlands  made  thereof 

B.  If  you  are  defirous  of  ufing  the  Lyons  Blood  in 
your  Operations,  then  follow  Paracelfus  his  Dodrine, 
in  his  LinUnre  off  the  Philofophers,  where  he  teacheth, 
that  the  Rofey  Blood  is  to  beconjoyned  andfixt  with 
the  white  Glew  of  the  Eagle  •,  which  way  feems  the 
neareft  for  the  obtaining  of  the  univerfal  Tindure. 

A.  1  <ttn  delighted  with  hearing  of  this  :  The'  Kcfey 
Blood  of  the  Lyon  I  have,  but  yet  1  want  the  white  Gtew 
of  the  Eagle which  if  I  could  but  get  into  my  pow¬ 
er  ,  I  would  conjoyn  them  both  together  without  any 
more  delay,  and  bring  them  to  Fixation,  But  I  cannot 
fuffciently  enough  admire  at  this,  viz.  that  Paracelfus 
hath  made  no  mention,  if  conjoyning  the  Virgins  Milk,  of 
Diana  with  the  Kings  Blood. 

B.  Paracelfus  has  not  therefore  injured  any,  in  his 
rot  manifefling  all  things  fo  clearly  and  openly,  feeing 
it  is  the  Cuflom  with  other  Philofophers  to  do  the 
like  :  If  you  are  defirous  to  ufe  Gold  and  Silver  con- 
joyned  together,  in  your  working,  then  deal  with  the 
Silver,  juft  as  I  taught  you  to  do  with  the  Gold,  and 
make  thereof  an  incombuftible  Lac  Virginis,  and  fuch 
as  admits  not  of  any  Redudion-,  the  which  is  to  be 
conjoyned  with  the  incombuftible  Blood  of  the  Lyon, 
and  to  be  put  into  a  VelTcl,  that  fo  thefe  two  Bodies, 
being  conjoyned,  may  be  rroft  conftantly  |^or  firmly  3 
united,  and  may  never  be  feparated  from  each  other 


by  any  kind  of  disjoyning.  But,  that  you  may  yet 
I  better  undeiftand  rhe  whole  bufinels,  I  will  fubjoyn 
a  few  words  more.  Cur  white  Eagle  being  pur  In 
common  Vv’ater,  makes  the  fame,  wherein  it  is  diftll" 
ved,  fo  tenacious  and  glutinous,  as  that,  it  can  glew 
Paper  Or  other  things  together  j  and,  therefore  it  is 
nor  without  caufe,  that  this  our  fecret  Salt  is  termiCd 
by  Philofophers,  the  Glew  of  the  Eagle.  For  thofe 
things, which  this  Glew  joyns  together, can  never  more 
be  feparated  from  each  other,  and  this  is  one  mutual 
Bond,  by  which  the  Husband  and  the  Wife  are  fb 
linked  together,  that  they  cannot  feparate  from  one 
another.  It  doth  not  much  differ  from  the  tye  of 
Marriage,  by  which,  the  Husband  and  the  Wife,  or 
the  young  Man  and  Maid,  .are  by  Gods  Command  To 
knit  and  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ordinary  Minifter 
of  God  ,  that  nothing  but  Death  can  feparate  them. 
If  now  a  Man  and  Woman  joyn  themfelves  together 
without  the  legitimate  and  publick  Bond  of  Matri¬ 
mony,  they  beget  illegitimate  Children,  and  can  (when 
they  pleafe)  break  that  Conjundion  of  theirs,  and 
depart  the  one  from  the  other,  becaufc  they  are  not 
coupled  with  that  Marriage,  that  proceeds  from  the 
Command  and|  Will  of  God  i  which  faid  coupling 
or  Matrimony  is  in  repute,  and  is  generally  obferved 
for  a  common  Cuftom  ,  and  as  being  the  Will  and 
Command  of  God,  not  only  amongft  us  Chrijiians, 
but  likewife  amongft  Jews,  Lurks,  and  Heathens, 
throughout  the  whok  World.  And  for  this  reafon, 
the  Philofophers  were  pleafed  to  introduce  the  like 
coupling  or  Marriage  in  their  work,  and  that  not  on¬ 
ly  of  Sol  with  L««e,  but  likewife  of  Mars  with  Vt*. 
nus  :  Which  Copulation,  if  wanting  in  thefe  two  laft 
\fviz.  S'  and  S  :  3  their  conjoyning  cannot  have  any 
good  and  happy  Succefs,  as  daily  experience  witneffeth. 
But  now  if  Mars  and  Venus  be  coupled  by  aPrieft  in 
the  lawful  Bond  of  Matrimony,  they  likewife  bring 
forth  legitimate  Children,  and  fuch  as  may  be  promo¬ 
ted,  unto  Kingly  Dignities.  I  could  yet  kindle  more 
light  unto  you  here,  concerning  this  our  Philofophical 
Copulation,  viz.  by  what  means  the  moft  inconftant, 
and  moft  highly  Volatile,  things  may  (  by  the  Opera¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  )  be  fo  conjoyned,  as  that  they  can 
never  afterwards  be  loofened  from  their  infeparable 
knitting  together.  But  at  the  prefent  you  arc  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  bearing  any  more.  Whatfoever  hath  been 
now  omitted,  by  reafon  of  the  (hortnefs  of  time,  (hall 
be  made  up  at  our  next  meeting  and  Conference.  But, 
one  thing  more  comes  in  mind,  which  I  would  have 
you  to  know  j  and  'tis  this.  When  you  would  make 
any  good  thing  of  Mars  and  Venus,  you  muft  in  an 
efpecial  manner  beware  of  their  grofs  Bodies,  which 
are  Leprous  and  unfitfor  our  work.  ’Tis  their  Blood 
you  rouft  feek  after,  the  Blood,  I  fay,  of  their  inmoft 
Heart,  and  the  true  Soul  that  lyes  hidden  in  that 
Blood,  which  is  fo  very  near  akin  to  the  Royal  Blood, 
And  now, that  you  may  enjoy  fuch  a  moft  noble  Blood, 
you  muft  not  imitate  the  Country  fellows,who,tbrufting 
a  knife  into  the  Hogs  necks,  do  fave  that  Blood  that 
flows  out  from  thence,  to  make  Puddings  withal,  and 
take  both  good  and  bad  Blood  together.  No !  You  muft 
therefore  in  the  firft  place,  know  for  a  certain  Truth, 
that  you  muft  feparate  out  of  that  grolfer  Blood  of 
S  and  ?,  that  moft  fubtil  Arterial  Blood  of  the  Heart, 
without  which  Separation,  you  may  not  expeft  any 
good  fucceediug  Event.  Which  faid  Separation,  fee¬ 
ing,  I  know,  that  you  are  ignorant  of,  1  have  thought 
good  to  fet  it  afore  your  Eyes,  which  more  clear  and 
more  perfpicuous  Expreflions.  []  Know  then  3  that 
that  moft  pure  Blood  is  never  gotten  by  any  other 

means 
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iDcans,  but  by  the  C  orruption  and  Deftrueftion  of  the 
Venereal  and  Martial  Body  :  By  which  helps,  thefe, 
fo  grofs  and  hard  Bodies  are  in  fuch  wife  opened,  that 
theinmoft  and  moft  fubtil  blood  may  be  drawn  out  of 
them.  But  yet,  ther’s  no  need  of  deftroying  their  Bo¬ 
dies  by  Fortis,  feeing  that  Nature  her  felf  exhi¬ 
bits  unto  us  their  Bodies  already  opened,  in  Vitriol^ 
and  hath  left  no  more  for  us  to  do,  but  the  Labour  of 
f^xtradting  the  moft  pure  part  thereout  of.  For  even 
ia  the  common  Vitrtsl^  Mars  and  Venus  are  found  con- 
joyned  by  Nature.  And  now,  when  we  would  draw 
thereout  of  the  moft  pure  Blood,  fuch  a  Vitriol  is  to 
be  chofen,  which  never  hath  been  as  yet  in  the  Firey 
this ,  Vitriol  is  to  be  dilTolved  in  water,  and  to  be 
filtered  and  feparated  from  all  its  Feces.  This  green 
Vitriol  contains  hidden  in  its  felf,  the  Blood  of  that 
green  Lyon,  out  of  which,  the  faid  Blood  is  to  be  ex¬ 
tracted  by  the  help  of  a  certain  Magr  tt,  that  fo  the 
unprofitable  and  grofs  Body  may  remain  behind.^  For 
"tis  the  Spirit  that  vivifies,  the  Body  is  unprofitable. 
But  now,  in  your  extradfing  this  Blood  thus  pure,  you 
muft  not  be  too  greedy,  but  have  a  Care,  that  you  ex- 
traft  no  more  than  a  little  of  the  beft  Blood  :  Which 
if  you  do  notheedfully  mind,  you  will  alfo  ex  trad  to¬ 
gether  with  the  pure  Blood,  the  more  grofs  and  more 
impure,  and  fo  your  work  will  be  fpoil’d.  For  you 
need  only  the  beft  and  moft  fubtil  white  Blood  of 
J\4ars  and  Venus.  For,  like  as  the  fubtileft  and  no- 
bleft  Blood  of  all  the  Animals  is  not  Red,  but  White, 
the  Sperm:  []  Even  fo,  the  B'ood  of  Mars  and 
Venus ^  which  comprehends  the  Virtues  of  the  whole 
Body,  and  the  true  propagating  Seed,  is  tinded  with 
a  white  Colour,  in  the  fearchof  which,  ’tis  expedient 
we  beftow  our  Labour.  Therefore,  after  that  we  have 
extraded,  by  the  help  of  our  Magnet,  fbme  two  or 
three  half  Ounces  of  white  Blood,  out  of  twenty 
Pounds  of  Vitriol  diflblved  in  water,  we  then  take  it 
out,  left  it  fhould  alfo  extrad  the  moft  grofs  Blood 
too,  when  it  can  find  no  more  of  the  white  Blood  un- 
extraded.  You  had  therefore  need  be  cautelous  in  the 
extradion  of  that  Tindure,  and  be  circumfped  in  the 
Accomplifhmentof  Che  fame.  For  we  are  taught  by 
Nature  and  Experience,  that,  in  the  Coition  of  Male 
and  Female  there  doth  naturally  concur  a  white  Blood 
to  the  Propagation  of  their  Off-fpring,  and  in  defed 
of  that.  Nature  is  conftratned  to  fend  forth  a  vile  and 
red  Blood.  Therefore,  we  muft  here  endeavour,  with 
our  utmoft  Care  and  Induftry,to  purchafe  by  our  ex¬ 
tradion  the  moft  pure  Whitenefs,  and  not  the  moft 
grofs  Rednefs.  For  in  that  white  Virgins  Milk  lye 
hidden  all  Colours,  and  the  higheft  Rednefs.  This 
white  Virgins  Milk,  you  may  promote  to  a  Fixity  and 
Conftancy,  in  a  pure  clean  Glafs,  without  the  Additi¬ 
on  of  any  other  thing,  the  which,  after  its  being  dry- 
ed,  will  become  black,  and  will  be  tranllated  out  of 
the  black  Colour  into  feveral  others,  and  at  length 
fbincs  with  the  higheft  Rednefs,  which  puts  an  end  to 
the  Operation. 

But  as  concerning  our  Magnet,  feeing  you  know  it 
already,  you  will  not  need  any  farther  inftrudion  a- 
bout  it.  ^  Y'ou  have  thus  heard  my  Opinion  about  Mars 
and  Venus  ,  and  have  underftood  ,  by  what  means 
fome  good  thing  may  be  thence  had.  Neither  muft 
you  perRiade  your  felf, ‘that  there  is  any  other  way  of 
having  any  benefit  out  of  them  \  how  great  is  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe,  who  by  their  vain  Labours  have  migh¬ 
tily  endamaged  tliemfelves,  following  the  Writings  ' 
of  B  in  which  he  teacheth  to  make  a  Red  Oyl 

out  of  VitrinB  which  he  calls  Gold  Fhilofophical.  The 
bare  literal  Senfc  is  not  always,  and  every  where  in  his* 


Writings  to  be  taken.  There  is  no  doubt,  but  that 
no  fmall  benefits  are  to  be  had  out  of  Vitriol.  For  the 
Philofophers  therafelves  do  hint  forth  unto  us,  the 
benefit  therein  hidden,  in  thefe  words :  Vipdl>is,  In¬ 
teriora,  Terra,  BeSIificando.,  Invenies,  Occultum,  Lapi¬ 
dem,  Veram,' Medicinam  Tou  'jhall  Vifit  the%nward 
parts  of  the  Earth,  and  by  KeSlijicatioH  y  OH  (hall  find  an 
hidden  Stone, a  true  Medicine.  And  now  at  laft,  to  clofe 
up  this  our  Conference  with  fome  profitable  Admoni¬ 
tion,  know,  that  I  would  have  thee  forbear  from  the 
troublefome  Codiion  of  the  imperfedl  Metals,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  too  many  impurittes,  which  create  many 
Moleftations  in  the  Separation  of  them,  and  caufe 
much  lofs  of  time.  ’Tis  better,  that  you  take  in  hand 
Sol  and  D  to  perfecfl  the  Work  withal ,  wkich  Metals 
do  moft  abundantly  contain  in  them,  the  Red  and 
White  Tindure,  and  are  already  freed  by  Nature  from 
moft  of  their  impurities.  And  although,  I  have  not  as 
yet  made  the  univerfal  Tindturc  out  of  O  and  D,  yet 
there  hath  appeared  unto  me  fb  much,  from  fb  many, 
and  fu6h  various  Operations ,  that  I  do  not  in  the 
leaft  doubt,  but  that  the  immortal  Mtnaranthus  may 
be  made  out  of  them  j  whereunto  you  may  boldly 
give  Credence,  without  doubting  at  all. 


The  C0%0  L  LARJ , 

Or,  Trefent  over  and  above. 

1 

IN  this  Dialogue,  the  Dragons  Blood  isfo  deferibed, 
as  if  it  needed  full  fix  whole  days  Operations,  to 
be  perfeded  and  brought  to  its  full  end,  nor  did  I 
then  know  any  nearer  way.  But  afterwards^  there 
became  known  unto  me  a  nearer  and  more  compen¬ 
dious  Procefs,  whereby  I  can  now  (  Praife  and  Glory 
be  to  God  for  the  fame  )  in  a  few  hours  time  intro¬ 
vert  and  tranfmute  the  diffolved  Gold,  and  reduce  it 
into  a  Red  Blood,  and  that  by  the  help 
certain  White  Vrinous  fub- 
limate  ,  concerning  which,  I  have  trea¬ 
ted  more  at  large  in  the  fifth  Part  of  my  Pharmacopea 
Spagyrica.  And  upon  the  fame  Account  have  I  like- 
wife  written,  that  the  faid  of  Blood  «T  Gold  muft 
[  needs  ]  at  length  get  an  eafie  Fluxibility  and  In- 
grefs  by  the  frequent  Iteration,  or  Abftradion  of  the 
moift  Spirits  from  the  dry  Gold.  But  forafinuch  as 
the  Multiplicity  of  fuch  Abftracftions  is  not  only  full 
of  laborious  Operations,  but  alfo  chargeable  and  re¬ 
quires  much  time  i  and  that  theftudious  Searcher  after 
fo  great  a  Secret,  may  not  by  being  affeifted  with  the" 
Tedioufnefs  of  fo  many  toylfbme  Operations,  be  quite 
weary,  and  at  laft  throw  off  all  hopes;  Ido  therefore 
commend  unto  every  one,  that  other  and  nearer  w‘ay 
of, getting  it  aFufibility  and  ingrefs,  nis.  the  incerat- 
ing  it  by  Mercury.,  by  the  benefit  whereof,  he  will  far 
fooner  and  eafier  arrive  unto  his  purpofe  and  final  Scope. 
And  although  I  have  hitherto  been  hindred  through 
want  of  rime,  befides  (many  other  impediments)  from 
having  compleatly  finifhed  the  Operation  of  the  faid 
Tintfture.  Yet  notwithftanding,  j  do  with  an  alTurcd 
and  undoubt-ed  confidence  affirm  unto  every  one,  that 
there  is  given  a  moft  certain  occafion  [  or  Capability  ] 
of  the  making  and  ftniftiingit,  and  that  by  the  hither¬ 
to  deferibed  way.  I  bequeath  to  fuch  of  our  Pofteri- 
fy,  as  are  of  a  Good,  Sincere,  and  faithful  mind ,  thofe 
things  which  I  have  wrought  whh  mine  own  hands, 

and 
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and  withal  to  what  ilhue  I  have  brought  all  my  Ope¬ 
rations.  It  is  free  for  everyone  (as  time  and  occahon 
ferves)  to  make  Tryal  about  attaining  unto  the 
wiiht  for  endi  For  my  part ,  I  do  heartily  thank 
God,  that  he  hath  vouchfafed  unto  me  the  Ability  of 


plentifully  and  abundantly  preparing  the  Lyons  Bloods 
and  of  performing  no  fmall  matters  thcrewiih  in  a 
Phyfical  way:  And  therefore  t  (hall  be  well  content-, 
though  I  never  arrive  unto  the  dcGred  end  oi  hnifii- 
ing  the  Operation  of  the  univerfal  Tintffure. 


The  Second  Dialogue,  or  Conference,  Or  a  Continuation  of  the  prece¬ 
dent  folloquy  or  Dialogue,  treating  of  the  Preparation  . of  an  untyer- 
jal  die  ament  out  of  the  hlack^^  veiiemous  and  V olatile.  Saturnine 

Magnefia. 


A.  Lefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord^  who  bath 

I  —I#  caufed  another  Day  to  Jhine  upon  me.  I  mil 

1"“^^  frefently  hafie  to  my  faithful  Mafier^  and 
M  will  beg  from  him  the  DoCtrine  of  the  fecond 
univerfal  Medicament^  that  he  promifed  unto  me. 

All  hayl  fyee^  my  dearefi  of  Friends  God  Grant  that 
this  Day  may  prove  happy  and  lucky  to  me  and  you  J 
am  come  hither  to  hear  from  you.,  if  itjland  rvith  your 
Conveniency,  to  make  good  your  Courteous  Promifes  at  thu 
trefent^  and  to  teach  me  the  making  and  Preparation  of 
your  fecond  univerfal  MedkamenV.F or  1  have  an  exceeding 
ardent  defre,  to  k^orv  the  manner  of  Preparing  i#,  out  of 
that  Volatile  and  poyfonous  Mineral.^ 

B.  I  thank  you  for  your  good  Wifhes,  and  wiui  un¬ 
to  you  the  fame  you  wifht  me.  Look  here,  here  s  f 
piece  of  our  venemous  Saturnine  Afagnejta.,  which  is 
the  true  Matter ,  that  the  Philolbphers  Stone  is  pre¬ 
pared  out  of.  ^ 

A.  I  pray,  is  this  blacky  f  one  the  true  Matter.^  out  of 

which  is  wont  to  be  made  the  univerfal  TinQure.,  and 
Stone  of  the  wife  Men  ?  Verily  I  much  wonder.,  that  this 
Jhould  be  the  Gold  of  the  Phikfophers,  I  am  extraordi¬ 
narily  defirous  of  feeing-^  by  what  means  Jo  excellent  a 
Medicament,  and  fo  noble  a  Tin&ttre  can  arife  out  of  fo 
bafe  and  venemous  a  Body.  I  Jhould  rather  adhere  to  that 
old  and  common  Proverb,  and  fay.  Who  can  mafh  the 
Blackmoore  mhite,  which  Nature  hath  generated  Blacky? 
This  now  feems  unto  me  more  ejiranged  from  the  Truth, 
than  that  which  you  propounded  laji  week,  of  the  common 
Geld.  For  how  could  it  feem  at  all  likely  to  any  ones 
bare  reafon,  that  fuch  a  Body  could  be  brought  into  a  no¬ 
rthing,  and  again  reduced  unto  a  certain  Body  t  hut  time 
wiH  injtruSi.,  whether  this  he  pojfible  or  not.  1  wiU  there¬ 
fore  very  patiently  Wait  for  the  Event  of  thofe  things ^which 
you  fhaU floew  unto  me, 

B.  What  ?  Still  more  incredulity,  and  do  you  a- 
new  produce  []and  Pra61:ife3  the  Faith  of  unbelie¬ 
ving  Thomas  Q  viz.  to  fee  and  teel  afore  you  believe  •  J 
W^hat  do  you  think,  1  would  go  about  tb  perfuade 
you,  that  you  have  a  wooden  Nofe  flicking  bn  to  your 
Face?  AlaSj  Sir!  my  time  is  a  little  more  precious 
than  fo,  to  fpend  it  in  an  unprofitable  Tattling.  And 
that  time  which  I  now  beftow  upon  this  out  Confe¬ 
rence,  is  fpent  to  this  end,  to  free  you  from  your  un¬ 
belief,  and  to  bring  you  unto  a  true  and  evident  Cre- 
dency,  to  the  performance  of  which,  1  am  ftirred  up 
by  the  Authority  of  the  Sacred  Writ,  which  Com¬ 
mands  ,  that  we  reclaim  fuch  as  err,  into  the  right 
way,  and  that  we  fhall  receive  from  God  this  re¬ 
ward  for  our  Labour,  viz.  our  Star  fhall  fliine  in  Hea¬ 
ven  blighter  than  others.  Befides, Chridiah  love  re¬ 
quires  the  fame  at  our  hands,  that  we  do  good  tb  o- 
thers.  And  forafmuch  as  I  have  well  known  your 


Chriftiah  like  Converfation,  andGbdly  way  of  living 
thefe  many  years  paft,  why  fhould  I  deny  you  the 
things  you  demand,  or  wind  you  into  the  Intricacies 
of  a  greater  Labyrinth,  feeing  you  have  but  too  long 
buck  in  them  already  ?  The  things  which  you  can¬ 
not  at  firft  underhand  or  believe,  the  end  will  at  laft 
conftrain  you  thereunto.  Your  part  is  to  liften  ve’  y 
attentively  to^allthc  words,  I  am  about  to  fpeak.  For 
I  can  eafily  take  away  from  you  all  incredulity,  and 
remove  out  of  your  mind  every  Scruple  of  doubting. 
How  fburely  you  look  upon  this  black  Mineral,  well, 
but  you  fhall  presently  find,  that  all  the  moft  delicate 
Colours  of  the  whole  World  are  moft  abundantly  found 
therein  »  and  by  the  help  of  an  Art  deferibed  by  the 
Philofophers,  they  will  appear  one  after  the  other  in 
Operation,  even  from  the  Black  head  of  the  Crow-t  to 
the  Red  Salamander. 

A.  Blefs  me^  what  att  ardent  difre  have  I  to  fee  tbeje 

things .?  , 

B.  Have  you  not  read  in  the  Philofophers,  that  the 

pure  is  to  be  feparated  from  the  impure,  and  the  pu¬ 
rer  part  is  to  be  ripened  ?  Separate,  fay  they,  the  pure  ^ 
from  the  impure,  and  bring  it  to  Maturity.  And  they 
call  Separation,  the  wafhing  away  of  the  Blacknefs, 
which  being  wafht  off,  the  Whitentfs  prefents  it  felt 
to  view?  The  Fire  (fay  they)  and  Azoth  wafhL^- 
ton  •,  Lato»  fignifies  our  black  Mineral  :  Azoth  figni- 
fies  their  ftrong  Acetum,  which  wetteth  not  the  hands. 
This  Acetum,  as  well  as  our  Salarmoniack,  afore- men¬ 
tioned]]  hath  its  Rife  from  common  Salt.  Both  of 
them,  as  to  the  external  fhape ,  and  tafte  too,  and 
Efficacy  and  Virtue  are  in  a  manner  juft  alike.  With 
fuch  an  Acetum  is  our  black  Matter  diffolved  into  a 
Snowy-white,  pellucid  and  very  clear,  water,  as  ybU 
may  here  fee.  This  wafer  have  the  Philofophers  called 
their  Mercury  In  it,  are  hidden  all  the  Colours  that 
are  in  the  whole  World,  but  yet  not  viftbly  evident, 
afore  that  this  water,  or  this  Mercury  be  put  upon  the 
water,  []  I  believe  he  means,  upon  the  Fire  ^  and  be 
cherifhed  by  little  and  little,  like  Hens  Eggs,  which 
cherifhing  drys  up  the  watef  by  little  and  little,  into 
Earth  ,  and  i^renders,the  Colours  vitible  one  after  ' 
another,  as  you  fhall  prefently  fee.  ,  » 

A*  [  Good  lack^  ]  whd  would  ever  have  bdlteved,  the 
things  which  I  at  prefent  See  ?  Our  Mercurial  water  hath 
been  fcarce  three  Days  in  digejlion,  yet  begins  to  change 
itfelf  into  a  White  Milk:  And  now  it  is  [_but;]  the 
eighth  day,  and  this  Paid  Milk,  goes  into  a  Coagulum  or 
Curd,  and  within  in  the  GLfs  about  the  Edges  []  of  the 
Matterl^  there  foines  a  delicate  Redns  fs,  but  Jet  I  believe 
it  is  not  fxt  or  Confiant. 

B.  Pray, how  can  it  be  confiant,  feeing  it  does  but 
the  Dragons  Blood  and  will  preftntly  begone. 

I  Ba? 
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But,  proceed  you  but  on  with  this  firft  Degree  of  Fire 
only,  and  that  little  and  little,  until  the  whole  water 
be  turned  into  an  afliy  Colour’d  earth;  When  this  ts 
V  done  we  will  encreafe  the  Fire  by  little  and  little,  one 
Degree  more,  which  willleifurely  turn  the  adiy  Colour 

into  a  Black  one.  ' 

A.  I  tyill  ufe  my  utmofi  diligence  and  objervancy. 

B.  Do  you  fee  now  that  lleeke  and  (hining  Black- 
nefs"  like  the  Head  of  the  Crow,  covered  over  with 
abundance  of  black  and  very.'  fmall  Feathers  :  And 
upon  this  .Account^  the  Philofophers  have  called  this 
thus  appearing  Colow,  rheCrorv/ head.  To  thrs  black 
Crows  head,^  admin i'tfer  the  third  Degree  of  Fire, 
which  win  tfanfmute  this’  blatk  head-  ahto  Various, 
moft  delicate  Colours  ,  fiiining  like  o  and  D  :  Then 
continue  on  this  degree  of  Fire,  that  all  the  faid  un- 
Bable  Colours  may  vanifl^  and  may  prefeijt  to’yicw 
the  white  Colour.  •  After  Whitenefs,  folloi^s  Yellow- 
nefs,  which  at  la^  will  be  covered  ovef  v^th  the 
conftant  and  permanent  l^ed.nTs  :  Which  appeatiilg; 
the  fourth  Degree  of  Fire  is  to  be  adminiftred,  that 
that  Rednefe  may  be  more  and  more  exalted,  and 
waxing  Redder  may  attain  unto  its  due  Filthy  and 
•Conftancy  s  the  which, by  way  of  fimilitude,  the  Fhi- 
lofophers  call,  Salamander  and  is  the. end  of  our 

whole  Work.  r ,  , 

A. ,r  Jlsoald  never  have  fo,  much  as  dredrnty  that  fo 
hlack,  a  B.ody  ,coiild  in  fo  Poort  ^Jpace  of  time  hdve  been 
tranfmuted  into  a  mojl  ifhitenefs ,  and  that  this 
fame  Whitenefs  could,  by  an  admirable  pajftng  through 
all  Colours,  pafs  into  amoji  ‘delicate  Kednefs^  bkt  I  pray, 
when  this  Matter  hath  obtained  this  Kednefs,  is  it  to  be 
accompted  f,  as  an  'Vniverfal  Medicine  f 

B.  Yes,'.  Verily,  becaufe.all  the  curable  Difeafes  of 
Men,  may  (by  that  fame  Matter)  be  refiored  tofor- 
rher  Health  y  and  thatfafer,  better  and  perfedlier  than 
can  be  done  with  any  Herbs,  qr  any  other  known  Me¬ 
dicaments.  I  except  that  Medicament ,  which  is  ex- 
traded  out  of  this,  and  concentrated  into  a  much 
nobler  Nature.  But,  as  concerning  the  Tranfmuta- 
tion  of  Metals,  it  yields  not  any  Profit, afore  it  be  made 
fixt  and  conftant  in  the  Fires  to  the  effeding  of 

-  which^there  is  required  a  fufficiently  great  fpace  of  time. 

A.  As  far  as  I  can  underjiand,  there  may  he  a  yet 
better  and  proptabler  Medicament  prepared,  than  this  is. 

B.  Yes,  Verily,  that  there  may,  a  much  .better  and 
miore  ufeful,  becaufe.  that  with  this,  there  arc  as  yet 
admixt  many  unprofitable  Feces,  which  ought  to  be 
feparated  therefrom :  And  the  Cafe  is  far  otherwife 
in  the  perfeding  of  this  Work  out  of  this  Mineral, 
then  in  that  which  is  done  with  Gold,  for  this  is  all 
over  defiled  with  many  impurities:  For  every  one 
muft  needs  think,  that  there  are  abundance  of  Feces 

that  are  to  be]  feparated  from  that  Mineral,  and 
by  how  much  the  more  impurities  are  feparated,  fo 
much  the  more  efficacious  muft  the  Medicament  it 
felf  of  neceftity  be.  Now  in  this  preferit  Degree  and 
State  it  is  brought  unto  by  us,  it  would  be  fufficient 
for  all  kind  of  Difeafes  s  wbiefi  if  we  would  yet  have 
•  to  be  far  more  efficacious  and  ftronger,  it  would  be 
expedient,  that  we  feparate  yet  the  more  unprofitable 
and  ufelefs  Feces,and  concentrate  the  more  pure  Eflence 
into  a  more  narrow  Room  and  lefTcr  Body.  For  ’tis 
the  Soul  only  orQuinteftence  of  things,  that  heals 
Difeafes.  1  he  ffielis  or  husks  bring  no  Profit  at  all, 
and  this  the  Husbandmen  well  know  ',  for  they  fepa- 
rate  ihe  Husks  and  chaff  from  the  Corn,  afore  they 
•bake  Bread.  The  Medicinal  Virtues  of  Herbs  and 
.  Minerals  are  but  of  a  ftr.all  weight,  afore  they  are 
.  fited  from  tiie‘ Bonds  and  Fetters  of  their  Bodies; 


But  now,  after  that  they  are  feparated  from  their  Bo¬ 
dies,  they  can  perform  incredible  effeds  even  in  a 
moft  fmall  quantity,  and  fuch  as  the  great  weight  of 
that  Body,  whence  they  are  extraded,  will  never  efted. 
Look  but  on  a  living  Man  that  is  in  good  Health,  with 
how  ready  and  nimble  a  Motion  can  he  ftir  his  Limbs 
and  what  ftrength  he  can  put  forth  :  But  as  fuon  as 
ever  the  Soul  fliall  have  feparated  it  fclf  from  the  Body, 
how  i.nfenlible  and  immoveable  the  Body  lies,  and 
not  ferviceable  for  any  life  >  It  is  therefore  a  certain 
and  undoubted  Truth,  that  the  Life  of  all  things 
wanleth  weight,  and  this  ftiall  be  more  clearly,  and 
more  ^evidently  demonfirated  by  the  Concentration 
ofothw  iftiiverfarl  Medicament.  For  that  which  one 
Ounce,  now,  does,  of  this  thus  prepared  Medicament ; 
half  an  Ounce,  when  concentrated,  will  perform  the 
fam,e  :  .And  that  which  half  an  Ounce  of  this  Medi- 
carnefit  once  concentred  will  effed  -  one  quarter  part  oT 
an  Ounce,  or  a  Dram  of  the  fame  twite  concentra¬ 
ted’,  will  effed  the  fame.  And  according  to  this  com¬ 
pute,  may  you  proceed  on  farther.  For  fey  how  much 
the  pftner  the  prepared  Medicament  is  concentrated, 
fo  fnucli  the  morC  Feces  are  feparated  therefrom:  And 
by  hoW  much  narrowlier  the  Virtues  are  contraded*, 
fo  rriifch  the  greater  effeds  do'  they  produce.  And 
thus  there  needs  not  in' a  manner  any  weight  in  Medi¬ 
cinal  ufe.  That  which  ten  Grains  of  an  unconcentrated 
-'Medicament  is  Wofit 'fo accomplifh,  you  will  effed  the 
fame  With  one  Gtain  of  the  Medicine,  when  concentred, 
to  be  put  either  in  Afc  or  Wine  for  fotfie  hours,  if  need 
be,’or  .elfc  held  in  the  Mouth.  For  foe  it  will  nolefs 
difplay  its  oCcuIt  Virtues  and  Powers,  than  if  the 
P6wderof  the  not  concentrated  Medicaincnt  had  been 
othetwife  dtunk  dowfi.  Befidcs  too^  fuch  a  Medica¬ 
ment  may  be  a  long  time  iifed  without  lofing  of  its 
Virtues,  and  that  not  only  inwardly,  but  outwardly 
alfo  in  all  Wounds,  Ulcers,  and  fuch  like  external 
affeds.  For  all  new  Wounds ,  as  alfo  old  Ulcers 
whatfoever  they  be,  are  happily  cured  by  the  laying 
on  of  thofe  Medicaments,  if  the  fame  Medicines  be 
likeWife  ufed  inwardly,.  Nor  needs  there  here  many 
Employers,  Cataplafmes,  and  Ointments  :  Concerning 
which  thing,  fee  more  in  the  Fifth  Bart  of  my  Fhar~ 
macopaa  Spagyrica,  where  the  ufe  of  this  Medicament 
is  treated  of. 

Read  alfo  thofe  things,  which  that  moft  excellent 
Philofopher  VanHelmont  declares  of  another  certain 
Philofopher,  Butlerhy  Name,  viz,  that  he  had  a  cer¬ 
tain  Stone,  at  London  in  EnglaHd,wh\ch  being  fweld  a 
very  little  in  Oyl  Olive,  rendred  the  fame  exceeding¬ 
ly  Virtuous,  that  fome  few  drops  thereof  taken  into 
the  Body,  would  drive  away  the  moft  grievous  Di- 
fcafes,  and  being  outwardly  applyed  to  Wounds  [or 
Sores]  Would  fpeedily  heal  them.  Thefe  things  He/- 
mont  teftifies  to  be  true,  as  being  an  Eye  witnefs  of 
the  fame.  But  I  do  not  attribute  fuch  incredible  Vir¬ 
tues  unto  my  Medicament,  for  as  much  as  I  tiiy  felf 
doubtdd  of  this  Story  of  Butler,  and  could  not  believe» 
that  any  Medicament  could  be  promoted  to  this  fo 
High  a  Degree  of  powerful  Efficacy  :  But  now,  feeing 
1  perceive  that  it  is  pofiible  to  Art,  for  the  Virtues  of 
things  to  be  contra<!fted  into  a  narrow  Room,  and  be 
concentrated  I  do  upon  good  ground  caft  this  doub¬ 
ting  olf  from  my  mind,  and  adhere  to  thofe  things 
which  I  fee  with  mine  Eyes,  and  touch  with  my  Hands. 
Certain,  and  firmly  undoubted  it  therefore  is,  that  not 
only  the  Medicinal  Virtues  and  Powers  of  this  our 
Matter  may  be  contradlcd  into  fuch  a  narrow  Com- 
pafs,  as  to  effed;  an  hundred  fold  more  in  Medicine, 
than  that  more  grofs  Body  could  do;  But  alfo  this 

may 


Part  111. 


^he  Book 


Dialopucs, 

o 


iriGy  be  acquired  or  cffe(flccl  too,  ziz.  that  hidden  Co¬ 
lour  or  3  indlurc  in  our  black  may  like- 

wife  be  concentrated ,  together  with  that  Multiplica¬ 
tion  ot  Virtues  ^  infomuch,  that  in  the  feveral  Con¬ 
centrations,  the  Colour  of  the  concentrated  Body  may 
be  exalted,  the  which,  molf  high  Colour,  or  exalted 
Tindfure  can  never  at  any  time  be  gotten,  vvithout 
lour  fccrct  Concentration  :  {For  otherwife ,  if  there 
Were  no  need  of  that  Concentration,  it  would  necef- 
farily  follow,  that  that  Ma^fiejs  a  of  outs  would'  be  no 
other  than  a  molt  pure  Body,  not  at  all  needing  any 
ablution  of  its  grofs,  and  unprofitable and  black 
impurity :  But  this  is  not  To,  as  we  faid  afore  about 
the  Gold,  which  is  pure  in  its  own  Nature,  and  of 
it  felf  void  of  all  Defilements,  and  being  a  ripe  Body 
and  mere  Trndture,  needs  no  other  thing,  than  this, 
that  its  iriward  Parts  be  turned  outwards ,  and  its 
outward  Patts  inward,  by  that  Philofophical  intro- 
verfion,  and  that  fo  its  external  Yellownefs  may  be¬ 
take  it  felf  inwards,  and  the  internal  Rednefs  may 
tome  forth  outwards,  or  (  to  fpeak  the  more  clearly  ) 
that  the  manifeli  Yellownefs  may  be  bidden,  and  the 
hidden  Rednefs  may  be  manifefted.  But  now,  the 
Cafe  is  not  thus  with  this  our  black  Earth,  and  im¬ 
pure  Saturnine  Mineral  j  in  the  which  ,  both  good 
and  evil,  pure  and  impure,  Poifon  and  Medicine  lye 
mix't  together  ;  Infomuch ,  that  it  is  altogether  ne- 
celTary  to  feparate  th£  black  and  grofs  impurity,  from 
that  noble  and  tender  Medicinal  Pearl,  and  to  reduce 
it  unto  Fixity. 

A,  With  gapitig  Mouthy  and  open  Ejes  ,  do  I  even 
fa>allotv  dorvn  your  Vifeourfe^  and  yet  I  cannot  pierce  into 
the  Eoundatml  of  the  whole  huftnefs ,  nor  underftand  it. 
Tou  fpeak^of  fftch  an  artifcial  Cpncentration,  and  which 
is  beyond  all  tny  apprehenfions,  for  I  never  in  all  my  whole 
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Eife  time  heard  any  thing  of  it^  as  far  as  1  remember^ 
much  lefs  riad  ought  concerning  it. 

B.  I  will  fet  before  you  then  a  Similitude,  that  fo 
you  may  the  readiler  underftand  the  knack.  Examine 
well,  and  confider,  Wine,  Ale,  or  the  Lees  of  Wine  > 
and  by  your  fearching  you  (hall  find,  that  there  is  in 
them  but  very  little  of  the  Corroborating  Spirit,  or 
Soul,  the  remainder  is  nothing  elfe  but  mere  impu¬ 
rities,  deftitute  of  all  Virtues.  Now  if  fomc  Phyfi- 
cian  or  other  fhould  adminifter  to  his  Patient  a  large 
Cupful  of  Lees,  to  cheer  and  comfort  his  heart  withal, 
would  you  not  accufe  hini  of  ignorance,  and  Folly  ? 
For  though  there  is  fomthing  of  comforting  Virtues 
in  the  troubled  Lees,  yet  it  is  impeded,  or  clogged, 
by  the  great  quantity  of  the  dreggy  Lees,  from  right¬ 
ly  performing  its  proper  Office.  But  put  Cafe,  that 
it  could  difplay  its  own  Virtues,  yet  nevcrthelefs,  even 
the  admixt  impurity  would  alfo  exercife  its  own  ac- 
cuftomed  Evil,  and  fo  the  Good  would  be  Confounded 
with  the  Evil,  or  rather  be  quite  over  powred  by  the 
fame.  For  this  reafon ,  .  there  is  nothing  more  ne- 
ceflary  ,  than  that  the  good  be  feparated  from  the 
evil,  before  any  thing  be  uled  about  making  Medi~ 
cine.  Therefore  even  as  there  are  Workmen  to  be 
found,  who,  by  the  vulgar  Diftillation  and  Reftifica- 
tion,  do  feparate  the  Heart-refreftiing  Spirit  out  of  the 
'  fordid  Lees  of  Wine  and  AlS,  and  bring  it  unto  ufe, 
give  the  remaining  filthy  dreggs  and  ufelels  Feces  to 
the  Hogs  to  eat  :  Even  fo  do  we  (  the  Lovers  of  the 
'Spagyricl{^  Krt)  feparate  the  pure  Virtues  and  Powers 
of  things  from  the  grofs,  fordid,  and  noxious  impu¬ 
rities,  afore  we  adminifter  them  to  our  Patients. 

A.  As  concerning  thefe  Sayings  of  yours.,  lam  clear- 
ly  of  your  Opinion^  and  withal  do  fiicl{^  cUfe  to  that  com- 
m:n  1  reverb  ^  which  faith^  .Spea\  that  which  is  Tru-hj 


eat  that  which  is  balked.,  and  drin\^  that  whi  h  is  clear.^ 
if  you  he  def.rous  of  a  long  Life.  For  nty,  part.,  1  de^ 
light  to  have  the  Kernels.,  and  purged  or  cleansed  triiits^ 
and  willingly  leave  the  husks  and  fisells  to  the  Stvine^ 
that  are  delighted  with  Bran  and  Chaffs  and  their  own 

D/iftg, 

I  am  exfreamly  fatisfied,  that  I  have  already 
( thanks  be  to  God  )  fecn  the  whole  Work,  and  have 
a  fufficient  thorough  underftanding  of  the  whole  Bafis 
of  the  fame,  viz.  that  the  purer  and  fubcilcr  part  is 
to  be  feparated  from  the  more  -impure  and  grofter 
part,. and,  by  an  often  repeated'Separation  and  artifi¬ 
cial  Concentration,  to  be  advanced  into  a  nioft  fub- 
tile,  moft  pure,  and  moft  noble  QuintelTence,  if  any 
one  has  a  mind  to  produce  effeiSs  of  fome  great 
moment,  or  to  do  more  than  common  things.  And 
now,  as  you  have  learned,  from  the  vyords  of  our 
precedent  Conference  ■,  1.  the  way  of  making  an  uni- 
yerfal-  Medicine  out  of  common.  Gold  ;  So  have  you 
likewife  agafih  received,  from  this  our  prefent  difeour- 
fing  together,  the  Conftdion  of  thcjuniverfal  Medi¬ 
cament,  our.  of  our  Saturnine  Jldagnefra^  which  is  the 
Root  of  theivulgar  Gold.i  But,  althopgh  both  of  thefe 
Medicaments  are,  as  per  fe  gnd  fingly  alone,  very  ex¬ 
cellent  and  cffedfual'  enough,  yet  nplwithftanding  it 
plainly,  and  clearly  appears  untOTOur  ken,  that  the 
power  and  Virtues  of  both  the  univerfal  Medicines 
admit  of  being  promoted  ..unto  a  f^r  higher  Degree  i 
the  which  thing  wc  j&e  tsjpoffible  to  be  done  by  the 
means  of  Conjunt^ioh,'  and  is  to  be.thus  underftood. 
When  «  Seed  is  implanted  into  its 'own  growing 
Root,  it  attracts  out  of :  ftich  a.  Root;  which  is  of  its 
own  kind,  or  Nature:  a  far  better,  and  more  nourilhing 
Alimentary  juice,  thap  out  of  the  grofs  Earth.  For 
example.  The  Seed  of  a  Rape  Roor_being  put  in  the 
Earth,  produceth  off ;  the  fame  bignefs  that  the 

Rapes  were  of,  from  whence  the  Seed  came  ;  And  as 
often  as  you  fhall  commit  that  Seed  (  by  fowing  )  to 
the  Earth,  you  ffiall,  notwithftanding,  never  have 
greater  and  better  Rapes  than  thofe,  from  whence  the 
Seed  was  taken.  But  now,  if  the  Seed  of  fome  Rape 
be  (own  into  fome  other  Rape  which  is  in  the  Earth, 
and  which  hath  grown  unto  the  half  of  its  bignefs  al¬ 
ready  ■,  that  Seed  will  fprout  forth,  and  grow  up  like  as 
the  other  Seeds  planted  in  the  Earth  will  do,  but  yet 
fooner,  becaufe  it  finds  a  better  Nutriment  in  its  own 
Mother,  than  that  does,  which  is  planted  in  the  bare 
Earth  ••  And  hereupon,  it  tnuft  neccffarily  produce  a 
greater  Rape  Root,  and  from  the  greater  Root  will  pro¬ 
ceed  a  greater  Seed.  And  this  is  the  reafon,  that 
there  are  fuch  great  grown  Rapes^  which  make  every 
Body  wonder  at  them  :  Some  fuch  I  have  feen,  that 
weighed  ten,  twelve,  yea  and  twenty  Pound  weight. 
If  you  have  a  mind  to  try,  fow  a  few  Rape  Seeds, 
throwing  them  into  the  Earth,  which  when  they  ffiall 
have  grown  fo  the  bignefs  of  an  Egg,  take  a  wooden 
ffiarp  ftick,  and  make  therewith  a  fmall  hole,  even 
into  the  middle  of  the  faid  Rape.,  znd  then  put  there¬ 
into  your  Rape  Seed,  and  flop  up  the  hole  with  foft 
[clammy  3  Potters  clay,  that  fo  the  Rain  may  not  get 
in  and  rot  the  Root.  Thus  now,  that  Seed  will  alfo 
(  as  being  in  its  own  Root)  grow  up  out  of  this  Rape^ 
exifting  and  growing  in  the  Earth,  and  will  dilate  that 
its  Root,  and  advance  it  to  a  greater  bignefs.  The 
Reafon’s  this,  becaufe  it  can  attrad  unto  it  felf  a 
better  and  more  convenient  Nouriffiment  from  a  Root 
of  its  own  kind,  than  out  of  the  bare  Earth.  And 
if  you  ffiall  pradiife  thus  with  other  Seeds  likewife, 
you  will  elfeft  the  fame,  as  with  this.  N.B.  From 
the  Seeds  of  fmall  Radijhes ,  implanted  into  great 
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liap,  RMf/,  the.e  grow  Hugo  k'nd  of 

Propagation  may  not  unfitly  be  likened  to  a  Mothets 
Si  rg  her  Infant,  which  attradcth  and  draws  tts 
Nourifliment  from  the  Mothers  Brealls :  But  the  Mo¬ 
ther  it  fclf  receives  her  Nourifliment  from  rhe  Fruits 
If  the  Earth ,  and  that,  being  changed  into  a  fweet 
Milk  fupplies  the  infant,  whereby  jt  is  fuflamed  and 
nourifli'd.  But  that  I  may  lay  the  whole  bufinefs  afore 
Zr  Eyes,  by  a  more  full  Declaration,  I  wnll  yet  far- 
ihet  add  one  Similitude  more.  Take  you  fome  wild 
and  not  yet  ripe  Stock  of  a  Pear,  Jfple,  Cheny,  or 
fome  other  Fruit-beating  Trees,  fncf>i  J  h'!' 
yet  full  grown,  but  is  as  yet  conftituted  in  itsfirflten- 
Lr  Age,  take  off  from  it  all  its  Boughs  wh-ch  laear 
fbut  1  a  wild  and  fower  Fruit,  and  Gut  it  all  off 
even  unto  the  bottom,  and  to  the  Stock  Handing  out 
of  the  Earth  plant  a  Cwa,  pluckt  off  frorn  another 
Tree  that  does  not  beat  wild  Fruit,  into  this  Stock, 
betwixt  the  Bark  and  the  Wood  of  the  fame,  where 
’tis  cut  off  with  the  Saw,  and  fence  it  well  with 
Wax  or  tenacious  Clay,  againft  the  Ram  . 
now  you  (hall  thus  do,  and  do  your  work  Gardner- 
like,  that  fruitful  Chn  will  draw  unto  it  felf  the  wild 
luice,  out  of  that  wild  Tree  or  Stock,  >nd  make  it 
betted,  fo  that  it  will  no  more  bear  any  wild  Fruit, 
but  fuch  as  that  Tree  did  bear,  from  which  theCr.» 
was  pluckt,  Ifnow,fo  fmall  a  C,M  of  forne  cui,,. 
vated  and  fruitful  Tree  can  fo  change  the  wild  Juice 
of  a  wild  Stock,  that  it  becomes  far  betteT,  anfl  more 
noble  Why,  (hould  not  Gold  do  the  fame  in  our 
Metallick  Tree,  when  ingrafted  in  Lead  as  milts  pro¬ 
per  Root.i  Verily  in  my  Opinion,  there  is  not  abe^ 
ter  Earth  (  from  which  that  golden  Seed  may  attraa 

vinto  it  fdfan  Alimentary  Nouriflinaent, and  fo  multiply 

it  felf  even  to  infinity)  to  be  had,  than  its  own  pro¬ 
per  Root.  But  yet ,  with  this  Provifo,  that  all  the 
srofs  and  degenerate  Boughs  be  firft  cut  off  from  that 
fame  grofs  Root,  for  fo,  it  will  the  eafilier  and  readi- 
lier  charge  its  wild  and  degenerate  Juice,  f  whenjoy- 
ned  to  the  golden ^Seed  or  Cion,-)  and  fo  will  be  chan¬ 
ged  into  a  far  nobler,  and  produce  Fruits  a  thoutand 
fold.  You  fee,  my  Friend  !  what  good  Will  I  bear  to 
you,  in  that  I  have  fo  faithfully  opened  unto  you  all 
thofe  things  which  1  thought  necelfary  to  be  known, 
for  the  perfe<Siing  of  fo  great  a  Work.  Ponder  well 
in  your  mind,  upon  the  Similitudes  of  the  Rape  and 
and  believe,  that  what  I  have  here  fpoken  is 
not  cafually  and  at  Random.  For  they  have  more 
hidden  under  them,  than  they  feem  to  fliew  for,  and 
than  you  would  imagine.  Length  of  time  will  open 
your  Eyes,  which  are  as  yet  blinded,  as  to  abundance 

of  things,  (  if  God  permit. ) 

A.  Surely^  Sir^  I  camot  chufe  hut  vponder  anew^  vehen 
J  acmrately  \ofifider  the  things  you  have  declared  unto 

of  changing  the  mid  Nature,  of  the  mid  Vegetattve 
Fruiis  into  a  tame  ^  mild.  Property:  ^nd  that  fuch  a 
rranfmutation  of  the  ignobler  Nature,  into  a  more  noble 
One  takes  place  alfo  in  MetaVkk  /Iff airs.  Ihey  are 
verih  fu^h  things,  as  are  of  weighty  Concernment,  and 
mod  worthy  a  moji  accurate  Confederation.  But,  mdeed, 
who  can  fuficfently  enough  confider  of  all  the  Vtvine  Mi¬ 
racles  .?  Blejfed  be  his  moji  holy  Name  for  evermore. 

B.  Amen.  •  a  n-  n- 

A.  Inve  unto  you,  for  your  courteous  tnfiru^on,  moji 

hearty  thahkj;  and  remain  obliged  unto  you  aU  my  rrhde 
Life.  And-  thus  with  what  hath  been  fatd,  I  commit 
both  you  and  my  felf  to  Gods  protection. 

8.  My  deateft  Friend,  I  have  now  performed  the 
Promife  I  made  unto  you,  and  am  not  meanly  de¬ 
li  j/!i  red,  in  that  you  have  underftood  the  meaning  ot 


thofe  things,  which  1  have  faid  unto  you  :  But  yet  I 
cannot  but  admire,  that  you  are  not  Covctoully  de- 
lirous  of  knowing  yet  more,  and  that  you  do  not 
Crave  an  yet  more  prolix  unfolding  of  more  mat¬ 
ters.  For  you  well  know,  that  you  cannot  every  day 
have  the  Enjoyment  of  my  Company. 


A.  For  thofe  things,  which  1  at  p ref eni  received  from 
do  I  return  you  moji  hearty  thanky ,  another  time 


God  will  vouchfafe  more  r  The  greateji  dejire  I  have  at 
prefent,  is  to  fet  about  fo  great  a  JTork,,  and  to  have  the 
Fruition  of  the  hoped  for  Fruit.  If  you  are  fo  minded, 
and  bent  upon  doing  Friendly  Favours,  I  do  requeji  you, 
that  you  would  oblige  my  Brother  by  your  good  turns,  if 
he  Jhall  hap  to  come  unto  you,  and  Petition  for  ought  at 
your  hands.)  for  you  may  afjifl  him  in  fome  fmall,  yet  good. 
Arcanum :  For  he  hath  been  fiupid,  or  unapprehenfive 
enough  hitherto,  and  much  needs  fome  accurate  injiruClion. 
But  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  The  fick^  look/  after  the  Phyfeian, 
be  that  is  thorough  fFell  has  no  need  of  him.  Such 
things  as  are  hard  to  be  underftood,  exceed  his  Capacity : 
The  more  eafie  things  are  more  commodious.  And  fo 
again,  Farewel. 


The  c  0%0  LLA%1. 


I  Have  taught  in  this  Dialogue,  Fhat  the  Tfhite  Lac 
virginis  (  after  its  being  extrarted,  by  Diftillation, 
out  of  the  Black  Magnefta,  and  after  its  Exaltation, 
in  Virtue  and  Efficacy  ,  by  Redification  and  Concen¬ 
tration,)  is  to  he  freed  from  its  (uperfluous  Humidity, 
and  yet  the  dry  Matter  is  to  be  made  permanent  in  the 
Fire,  by  the  gradual  Operation  of  the  Fire.  Now  for 
the  more  accurate  Declaration  fake*,  thefe  things 
which  follow  ffiall  be  yet  farther  fubjoyned. 

That  Fixation,  if  it  be  to  be  perfeded  by  the 
l^bare]  help  of  the  common  Fire,  requires  a  long  and 
tedious  time,  fo  that  there’s  no  reafon  for  a  Man  to 
perfuade  himfelf,  that  he  can  finiih  the  fame  in  one 
years  fpace.  I  fpeak  by  my  own  experience,  for  I 
my  felf  have  tryed,  and  find  that  it  cannot  be,  that 
one  year  fhould  fuffice  for  the  finiffiing  of  this 
Fixation,  for  indeed  it  requires  a  much  longer  time. 
For  after  that,  I  had  fo  far  advanced  the  Matter,  that 
it  had  paired  through  all  the  Colours,  as  to  flow  when 
put  upon  a  Red  hot  Plate,  and  to  infinoate  it  felf 
thereinto,  like  Oyls  penetrating  into  a  dry 
was  it  not  fixt  enough  ncr  conflant,  nor  ferved  it  tor 
the  tinging  of  the  Metals,  but  When  a  vehement  Fire 
was  applycd  thereunto,  away  it  went  in  fume  j  but 
yet  not  without  an  evident  Detnonftration  of  the 
poffibility  of  the  fame.  For  as  much  therefore,  as  it 
does  not  yield  that  fatisfadory  Fruit,  [  and  Succefs  J 
and  feeing  that  fuch  great  Labours  are  not  undertaken, 
without  the  expedation  of  fome  Profit,  and  that  me 
hoped  for  Fruits  cannot  however  be  gathered, at  ore  thaj 
the  faid  matter  is  promoted  to  aperfed  Maturity,  and 
confequently  dreads  not  any  the  mofl  vehement  Storms 
of  the  Fire  any  more  any  one  may  eafily  conjeaure, 
that  there  needs  (  as  1  faid  afore  )  a  more  tedious  fpace 
of  time  for  this  Fixation,  if  it  be  to  be  done  and  per¬ 
fected  by  the  common  Fire  of  Coals.  But  now,  he 
that  has  the  knowledge  of  the  fecret  Fire,  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Philofophers,  fuch  an  one  will  much  eaficr,  and 
fpeedier,  arrive  unto  the  wifhed  end  of  the  Operation. 
The  Nature  of  the  vulgar  and  fligacious  Minerals  doth 
,  very  difficultly  and  flowly  admit  of  that  » 
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i  which  is  made  with  the  Fire  of  Coals :  And  this  I 
was  unwilling  to  conceal  from  the  diligent  Searcher 
after  the  Secrets  of  Nature  i  yet  farther  adjoyning  this 
Admonition,  that  a  very  profitable  Medica- 

I  ment  may  neverthelefs  be  prepared  in  afhorter  fpace  of 

'  time,  and  an  appearance  made  of  the  admirable,  and 

i  highly  delightful  Variation  of  abundance  of  moft  de¬ 
licate  Colours.  For  the  lirft  Colour  that  appears  is 
i  like  the  black  head  of  a  Crorv^  prefenting  it  feif  to  view 
I  like  the  Colour  of  black  Glafs.  This  blacknefs  going 
off  by  little  and  little,  gives  place  to  the  White,  and 
pondrous  Mafs  •,  which  is  called  by  the  Philofophers, 
the  White  Siva»^  and  not  without  reafon,  becaufc  that 
I  Felf  fame  white  Matter  is  not  fo  compadl  and  Stone¬ 
like,  as  that  black  Cr/irpt  Head,  but  is  porous,  and  not 
I  piuch  unlike  unto  a  kind  of  .heap  made  of  abundance 
!  ot  fmall  and  white  Feathers.  When  this  Whitenefs 
is  turned  into  a  Yellow,  thofe  Feathers  vauifh,  and 
the  Mafs  returns  to  its  former  Compailnefs,  and  re- 
I  fembles  the  form  of  a  yellow  Stone  :  Of  which  if  you 
I  put  a  little  piece  upon  fome  Red  hot  Silver, or  Copper- 
i  plate,  it  will  at  firit  ftand  like  a  Red  blood,  and  after¬ 
wards  penetrate  the  Copper-plate,  and  tinge  it  both 
witllin  and  without  with  a  white  Colour  but  yet, 
ij  fomewhat  brittle  as  yet,  and  yields  in  the  Cineritium^ 
j  or  Cupel,  fome  Silver,  and  operates  in  Medicine  fome- 
‘  what  effedually,  like  the  white  Stone,  but  yet  weaker. 

It  likewife  piercetli  into  a  Silver-plate,  like  as  Oyl  in- 
1  to  a  Skin,  ahd  tingeth  it  with  a  yellow  Colour,  which 
!  being  feparated  by  the  Cupel,  and  diffolved  in 
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Fortis,  leaves  excellent  Gold  in  the  bottom.  I  have 
not  as  yet  made  any  farther  Progrefs  on  the  Qpera” 
tion,  being  quite  tired,,  and  weary,  of  fpending  any 
longer,  and  more  tedious  time  thereabouts  ,.  which 
however  was  necefTarily  requifite  to  the  perfedfing  of 
this  Tindlure  with  the  Fire  of  Coals.  But  yet  I  have 
by  me  all  the  Colours  as  they  follow  on  after  each  oth&r, 
which  I  can  fliew  unto  any  one  i  whereby  they  may  fee 
with  their  Eyes  the  moR  evident  pofiibility'of  Nature  : 
To  which  end  alfo  I  am  minded  to  preferve  thofe 
Tindures  by  me,  that  they,  may  be  an  everlafting  Me¬ 
morial  of  fo  great  arhing,  unto  my  Pofterity  :  But 
for  my  part,  I  will  commend  [[  to  every  one  ]  that 
fhortet  way  of  bringing  the  work  to  the  wilhed  end, 
by  the  Mediation  of  the  fecret  Fire  of  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  :  Concerning  which ,  the  following  Dialogue, 
and  .the  little  Book,  of  Fires,  treats.  .  For  the  imma¬ 
ture  Firli  Ens  of  Gold,  cannot  be  excodted  £  or  di- 
gefted  2  into  the  defired  Tindfure  by  any  thing  more 
eafily,  than  in  its  own  proper  fecret  Firei  and  not  by  a 
Coal  Fire,  .  . 

And  that  it  may  clearly  appear,  that  I  have  written 
the  Truth ,  I  will  fend  unto  fome  of  my  Friends 
(God  willing  )  fome  of  thofe  white  and  yellow  Stones, 
to  be  ufed  not  only  in  Medicine,  but  in  Alchymy  too; 
that  fo  they  may  make  tryal  and  experimentally  find, 
that  TintSurcs  have  a  Power  ci  bettering,  and  amen^ 
ding  Metals ,  afore  they  have  arrived  unto  the  half 
part  of  their  Fixation, 


Bhe  T'hird  Dialogue^  or  Conference^  betwixt  B»  Md  C.  treating  of  the 
true  B)niver/al  and  particular  Medicine  of  the  ancient  Bhilojophers^ 
(  extracted"^  out  of  fuch  Gold  as  is  yet  fugacious^  or  Volatile  y  and  ini 
mature ;  and  ts^  to  be  ripened  by  their  fecret  Fire  ;  which  Ope-^ 
ration  is  by  themjlyled^,  the  worf  of  Womens  and  play  of  Children. 


C.  0  OD  morrow  heartily,  my  Friend!  I  mjh 

B  you  a  good  and  profp'erous  "Day. 

ft  B.  I  wiih  you  the  fame,  wherice  come 

1  you  to  us  fo  early  ? 

C.  I  have  very  earnejily  for  thefe  feveral  days  waited 
for  this  hour,  that  I  might  fee  you,  and  have  the  Fruition 
of  the  moft  fweet  Fruits  of  your  Courteous  inftri'Mions. 
My  Brother  A./e«t  me  hither,  and  told  me,  that  you  bad 
given  him  leave  to  fend  me  unto  you  thU  day.  I  do  th'ere- 
i  fore  Friendly  requeli  you,  that  you  would  put  a  good 
Conftrudion  upon  thif  my  Bflldnejs.  ^ 

B.  My  Friend  !  3  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  take  it  ill, 
your  Bi other  told  me,  that  you  were  as  yet  ignorant 
and  unskilled,  in  the  more  fubtil  Arcana^es  mdi  Secrets ; 
and  that  you  therefore  needed  not  ought  elle,  but 
:  fome  pretty  eafie  Secret,  which  might  be  eafily  under- 
llood,  and  performed  with  fraall  Expetices,  and  yet 
be  profitable  and  beneficial  unto  you. 

,  C.  Indeed,  Sir,to  tell  you  the  plain  feuth,  fuch  Arca- 
nums  as  are  profound  ones,  and  to  be  penetrated  into  by 
a  fubtil  Meditation ,  and  which  are  cf  great  moment,  do 
far  outreach  my  duller  apprehenfion  :  And  therefore  1  do 
I  mi  at  this  time  deftre  any  thing,  more  than  this,  viz.  that  I 
j  may  obtain  fometbing  that  is  not  colily,  and  yet  may  efftCi 
fo  much  in  Medicine  and  Alchimy,  as  may  fens  me  to 
j  live  a  littie  more  commodunsfy  and  plentifully,  as  to  Food 


and  Kaiment.  And  that  you  would  be  pleafed,  to  render 
me  a  M after  of  this  my  defire,  is  my  humble  requeft  unto 
you,  again  and  again. 

B.  You  do  very  prudently  meafure  out  yourrequefts, 
according  to  your  own  Capacity.  And  indeed,  fome- 
times,  thofe  things  which  are  not  Colfly,  nor  are 
difficult  in  their  Operation ,  are  more  profitable  to  a 
Man,  than  thofe  things  are,  which  they  would  fain 
get  by  the  expence  of  a  great  deal  of  Charge,  of  a 
long  time,  and  hard  Labours ;  I  will  grant  you  your 
Requeft,  and  therefore  hearken. 

Sir,  I  than}{^jou,^  and  do  lijlen. 

B.  Have  you  never  read,  or  elfe  heard  from  others, 
that  thofe  moft  ancient  Philofophers,  tell  us  that  their 
univerfal  Work ,  is  not  only  moft  eafie  to  be  done, 
but  withal  no  ways  Chargeable.  For  they  do  openly 
Confefs,  that  to  the  perfeding  of  their  Work,  a  Man 
needs  be  at  no  more  Expcnces,  than  two  F/or/wz,  and 

!  that  the  Labour  it  felf,  even  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  is  nothing  ^  elfe  but  mere  Womens  work,  and 
Boys  play. 

C.  Fou  are  pleafed  to  ofer  me  delicate  Dainties,  eafie 
to  be  prepared,  for  1  have  not  fo  much  Money  as  is  to  be 
hid  out  upon  thofe  kjnd  of  chargeable  and  cofily  Labours  : 
Neither  will  my  Family  Affairs  admit  thereof,  viz.  to 
fpsnd  my  days  in  fuch  fumptuous  and  chargeable  Cookeries, 

K 
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^,rhkh  are  jo  f. II  of  mnj\  greH  Labours  and  tphofe 
event  too  U  oftentimes  very  uncertain,  b  or  1  have  heard 
forne  fay ,  that  the  fmalleji  Errour  may  defray^  the  nwole 

IFork,  and  quite  foil  it,  and  fo  grievoufy  afe^  juch  as 

operate  about  fuch  great  Secrets,  with  a  very  great  lojs  of 
long  time,  and  great  Expences.  And  therefore  fuch  a 
Wm\,  as  I  can  attend  upon  without  letting  my  taking 
Care  of  my  Family,  and  which  will  need  the  disburfment 
of  but  a  few  Expences,  will  pleafe  me  better  than  thofe 
other  Cojily  ones  ivould. 

B.  I  readily  believe,  that  this  very  thing  you  de¬ 
li  c,  will  nor  only  be  exceedingly  pleafiiig  unto  your 
felf,  but  alfo  unto  m.aliy  dthiers  faelides.  The  Expen¬ 
ces  are  but  very  fmall,  and  the  Labours  thereupon  but 
little,  fo  thk  each  days  Fire,  which  the  Matter  is  to 
he  fet  upon  ,  niay  be  taken  Care  for,  in  half  an  hours 
fpace.  But  now,  though  the  Philofophers  have  made 
mention  of  very  fmall  Expences,.  and  have  comprifed 
them  in  the  cot-npafs  of  a  couple  of  Elands,  yet  is 
that  laying  to  be  otherwife  underftood.  Thofe  An¬ 
cients  made  .ufe  of  the  greateft  Florins,  yizi  the 
nifh  ones/  and  alfo  the  Hungarian  Crowns,  each  of 
which  is  of  the  value  of  five  of  our  Florida  And  if 
you  thus  underftand  it  after  this  compute,  I  can  ealily 
Ihew  unto  you  the  Truth  of  their  AlTcrtionj 

e.  I  do  even  think,  as  you  fay  :  Sure  we  mnft  Hot  ex¬ 
pedi,  any  \_fuch2  thin^  for  nothing  >  1  am  content,  {jind 
therefore, pray~]  let  us  proceed,. 

B.  If  our  Work  be  called  the  labour  of  Women, 
and  Boys  play,  it  is  expedient,  that  it  be  like  unto 
Womens  work,  and  Boys  play  ;  For  elfe  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  would  have  ufed  an  unfit  fimilitude.  You  well 
know,  what  Labours  your  Wife  is  chiefly  bulled  about, 
and  what  her  daily  Labour  is  Ihe  imploys  her  felf 

if*  -  .  • 

C.  Tes,  veriy  1  daily  fee,  that  jhs  doth  boyl  F  ood  ne- 
cejjary  for  the  Ufe  of  the  whole  F^amily,  and  being  boyl  d 
feti  it  upon  the  fable  to  be  eaten,  T-his  Labour  jhe  per¬ 
forms,  at  leaf!  twice  every  doy  \  when  t>inKer  and  S upper 
is  ended,  (he  doth  wajh  the  Fifes,  Pots,  Goblets,  and 
other  Vejje'ls,  and  cleans  them,  and  makes  them  fit  to  put 
other  new  Food  in,  and  to  be  ferved  out  to  the  fable. 
Befides  too,  this  is  her  Ofiice  and  Care\  if  haply  a  Pet 
be  broken,  or  crackt,  whereby  it  is  made  unfit  to  .hold  moi- 
jitire  any  more,  to  fubflitute  ( in  defeVt  of  Iron  Pots 

a  new  Pot  mads  of  Potters  Clay,  in  the  flead  thereof : 
Such  and  the  like  Labours,  as  thefe,  are  in  our  Country 
called  the  Womens  work. 

B.  Well,  be'  it  fo  ;  I  w\\\  likewife  lhe\Y  unto  thee, 
Tuch  a  Labour  in  Chymical  Operations, as  refembles  this. 
Therefore,  like  as  the  Female  Sex  do  firft  walh  the 
Flejh,  Fijh,  Rapes,  Pot-h'er*bs,  Roots,  Apples,  Pears,  or 
other  things  with  pure  Water,  which  they  mean  to 
boyl,  and  then  put  them  into  the  Pot,  and  pour  there¬ 
unto  as  much  VVater  'as  is  requifife,  and  place  it  over 
the  Fire,  and  boyl  it  fo  long,  fill  all  the  crudity,  or 
rawnefs  being  yaniflit  ,  the  Meats  become  grateful 
to  the  Palat,  and  pleafant,  and  eafily  digefiible  by  the 
Stomach.  L  So  do  we  J  They  do  likewife  fometimes 
pour  Wine  upon  Fltfli  and  FiOi,  inftead  of  Water, 
and  add  as  much  Salt  as  is  convenient,  together  with 
fome  Spices,  or  odoriferous  Herbs,  by  which  they 
give  the  Filb  and  Fkfh  a  rhofi:  excellent  Tafle.  But 
yet  we  mull  not  forget  Salto^abovc  all  the  other  Spices, 
or  Seafonings,  and  odorikrous  Herbs,  for  it  Corretffs 
.and  maturates  the  Flclh,  FiOa,  and  other  hard  Meats, 
more  than  oth^r  Spices.  For  we  can  well  enough 
want  tl'.efe  if  they  are  not  at  hand,  hut  as  for  Salt, 
there  is  always. need  of  thatiabout  the  boyling'of  Flelh, 
I'itb,  and  Oilier  FooeL  If'ihtfefore  Flelh,  dr  Fiih  are 
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to  be  boy  Id  well,  then  Salt  water  is  requifite  and  aS’ 
for  all  the  other  Additions  of  Herbs,  and  odoriferous 
Spices  ,  they  only  ferve  to  give  it  a  good  pleafant 
Tarte,  and  make  it  acceptable  to  the  Palar,  and  to 
the  Smelling.  For  theFIeflaand  Fifli  when  boyl’d  of 
fiewed,  do  by  their  Magnttick  Virtue  attratff  fo  much 
Salt  and  grateful  Savour,  and  Virtue,  as  they  need  : 
And  that  which  remains,  fiays  in  the  Water.  Now 
the  curious  Dames  do  fhut  the  tops  of  their  Pots  very 
well  with  their  Covers,  left  the  efficacious  Vapours 
ffiould  be  forced  away  in  fume  by  the'Eoyling,  and 
not  flay  with  theTleffi  of  other  Meats.  But  the  care- 
kfs  Houfewifes  do  not  much  regard  the  covering  of 
their  Pob,  from  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  they 
lofe  thefe  good  and  fweet  Spirits,  and  then  they  fit 
up  their  Pots  with  new  Wafer,  by  which  doings, 
the  Flefh/  or  Fifh,  do  not  get  fo  fweet  a  Savour,  as 
they  would  have,  if  that  efficacious  Water  had  been 
kept  in  and  conferved.  Some  Women  that  are  yet 
more  curious,  and  diligent  about  their  Cookery,  do 
put  upon  their  Pots,  wherein  they  boyl  their  Meats, 
fuch  a  Cover  as  hath  a  fold  in  it,  by  which  the  Col- 
ledfed  fweet  and  odoriferous  Vapours  may  diftildowrt 
into  an  under-put  Veffel,  which  being  thus  gotten, 
they  keep  by  them,  to  refrefh  and  chefifh  with  themj 
fuch  as  are  weak  and  fick ,  when  need  requires. 
OtherSj  to  free  themfelves  from  this  kind  of  Labour, 
do  add  as  much  Water  as  need  is,  together  with  Sale 
and  Spices,  to  their  Flefh,  and  fo  boyl  it  by  little  and 
little,  fbutting  in  the  Vapours  with  a  Cover,  which 
elfe  would  go  away,  and  the  Meat  tafte  of  burning: 
And  by  doing  thus,  they  are  not  neceffitated  to  pour 
on  any  new  Water,  though  this  flow  boyling  takes  up 
more  time  than  that,  which  is  done  by  altrong  and 
UDceifant  Ebullition  :  I  would  have  you  well  to  obferve 
th''efe  things,  for  ’tis  not  without  caufe  that  I  utter 
them.  And  now  let  us  examine  the  other  fimilitude, 
and  fee  what  thofe  Boys  Plays  are,  that  fo  we  may 
afterwards  accommodate  even  them  too,  to  our  Philo- 
fophical  work.  What  therefore  do  you  fee  concer¬ 
ning  the  Boys  Plays,  with  what  things,  and  after  what 
manner  do  they  Play  } 

C.  How  can  I  tell  ?  fhey  play  as  their  Parents  pleafe 
to  let  them,  or  as  they  can  get  opportunity  of  Playing  ; 
As  for  my  felf  J  do  not  grant  my  Children  fo  much  Li¬ 
berty,  to  play  when,  and  how  they  liji  themfelves.  I  fend 
them  to  the  School  and  to  the  Church,  and  fometimes  I 
allow  thern  one  hours  Play  for  Recreations  fakp,  nor  do  1 
allow  them  any  other  Play  but  at  Bowls,  []cr  Knickers  ]J 
by  which  they  moderately  fiir  their  Bodies,  and  exereije 
themfelves,  and  ConcoSt  their  Meat,  and  this  is  far  more 
profitable  for  them ,  than  if  they  were  conjirained 
to  fit  always  at  home,  without  any  exercife  at  all : 
Other  play  than  this,  I  allow  them  not.  Cards  and  F ice 
are  unfit  plays  for  Boys,  they  are  many'  times  very  hurt¬ 
ful  to  rh  fe  of  riper  years,  efpecially  when  by  the  too  much 
abufe  of  them,  they  do  fo  unprcfitably  wajie  '-their  precious 
time,  and  cannot  tell  how  to  ufe  a  mean.  I  have  indeed 
otherwife  feen  Boys,  that  meeting  with  fome  Sand  get 
\[^thereout  of^  bright  Stones,  and  play  with  them,  but 
jyft  this  is  not  ufual.  However  ,  there  is  no  play  more 
frequent  amongfi  Children, than  that  of  Bowls,  [/or  Knic¬ 
kers  /]  which  play  they  daily  ufe,  whatfoever  time  they  can 
Jieal,  to  that  purpofe,  Lea  both  at  their  going  to  School^ 
and  returning  from  School,  you  may  fee  them  prefently  bu- 
fied  about  their  Rubbers,  or  Knickers-play.  "Ihey  are 
very  hardly  rejirained  therefrom.  If  they  want  A'Joney 
to  buy  the  Bowls,  or  Knickers,  they  get  a  little  piece  of 
Potters  Clay  and  moilien  it  with  Water , and  make  up  their 
little  Bowls,  or  Pellets  in  their  hands ^  and  harden  them 
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un  did.  And  befidet  th'n  Boys  play,  no  other  is  k^own 

unto  me,  ,  .  ;  ' 

-  B.  Very  good,  you  have  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  : 
And  now  let  us  fee,  whether  or  no  the  ancient  Pbilo- 
fophers  have  (after  the  mannerof  Bo’, s  )  played  with 
fmall  Bowls,  or  Knickers  >  and  whether,  or  no,  they 
have  boyl’d  their  work  in  Pots,  with  as  ealie  a  La¬ 
bour,  as  Women  do.  For  of  necelTity  they  muft  have- 
hit  on  doing  after  this  wile,  elfe  could  they  not  have 
compared  their  work  to  the  Labour  of  Women,  and 
play  of  Children.  So  then,  if  we  are  to  imitate  Wo¬ 
men  and  Boys  in  our  Operation,  what  Matters  are 
we  to  make  ufe  of,  for  our  boyling,  in  the  ftcad  of 
Flefli,  Fifli,  and  other  Meats  ^  and  what  Water  is  it, 
that  is  to  be  poured  thereupon.  For  if  we  are  mind¬ 
ed  to  do  any  good  effed:,  ’tis  expedient,  that  we  like- 
wife  know, what  thofe  Matters  are,  which  admit  of  be¬ 
ing  boyled  unto  a  Maturity  in  our  fiety  Water,  and 
thefe  verily  muft  be  fuch,  (feeing  they  are  to  be  matu- 
rated  by  boyling )  as  have  a  great  Affinity  with  the 
Paid  Water  :  Forafmuch  therefore,  as  our  Water  is  of 
a  Metallici  Nature,  and  yet  all  the  Metals  do  in  a 
manner  arife,  or  proceed  (ih  the  Earth  )  therefrom, 
and  ate  even  at  this  very  day  advanced,  by  the  very 
fame  (  by  the  help  of  the  Terreftial  and  Central  fire  ) 
by  little  and  little  unto  perfedion :  All  that  we  have 
tn  do  is,  to  imitate  the  fimplicity  of  Nature,  which 
will  never  feduce  us,  for  fo  without  queftion,  thofe 
moft  ancient  Philofophers  did  do,  who  having  borrow¬ 
ed  their  wonderful  Work  from  Nature  her  felf,  doad- 
vife  us  to  do  no  more,  but  to  follow  Nature,  and  to 
begin  there,  where  Nature  left  off ,  and  to  afeend 
higher  and  to  make  that  perfeft,  which  is  as  yet  im- 
perfed.  God  hath  prefixed  unto  Nature  her  bounds, 
which  (he  cannot  tranfgrefs  or  go  beyond :  |]  But  Art, 
doth  much  excel  Nature ,  and  performs  thofe  things 
which  Nature  cannot  accomplilh  ;  Yea  more,  that 
which  (he  can  hardly  do  in  the  Earth  in  a  thoufand 
years  time.  Art  effe^s  in  one  year,  and  this  is  eafily 
confirmed  by  many  Teftimonies.  Now  as  to  the  Ge¬ 
neration  and  Maturation  of  the  Metals,  Nature  u(eth 
a  moft  fimple  or  plain  way,  a  very  flow  one,  but  yet 
fafe.  From  thence  arifeth  the  Errour  of  many  a  Man, 
who  do  not  follow  Nature,  but  the  guidance  of  their 
6wn  phantaftick  Brains,  never  effeding  ought  of  good, 
but  remain  always  Novcllifts  in  the  fame,  what  La¬ 
bours  foever  they  undertake,  and  what  Expences  fo- 
ever  they  are  at :  Although  the  ancient  Philofophers 
do  by  their  many  Admonitions  fet  afore  us,  that  inoft 
fimple  Courfe  of  Nature  for  us  to  imitate  ^  and  they 
have  efpecially  hinted  to  us,  that  their  Work  is  fo 
fimple,  that  (hould  they  but  openly  and  clearly  have 
treated  of  the  (ame,  even  the  Women  would  deride  it 
and  fay,  that  the  Male  kind  had  learned  their  Art 
from  them.  Yea,  it  is  fo  very  vile  a  Work,  that  no 
Body  would  be  able  to  believe  it,  and  upon  this  Ac¬ 
count,  the  Philofophers  have  done  their  utmoft,  to 
hide  and  obfeure  the  Art  the  moft  they  could,  leaft 
they  (hould  be  contemned  by  the  proud  deriders,  (who 
Soaring  aloft  feek  after  things  too  high  for  them,)and  be 
accounted  for  Cheats  and  falfe  Writers.  Ahd  this  is 
the  main  and  chiefeft  Reafon,  why  this  Art  being  fo 
wrapt  up  in  darkuefs  of  a  moft  profound  Silence,  lyes 
hitherto  hid  from  the  whole  Troop  of  Sophifteis,  and 
fuch  deriding  Fellows.  Sindivcw  (as  wc  have  alrea 
dy  feveral  times  hinted  )  doth  exprefty  fay,  that  he 
had  oftentimes  declared  the  whole  Art,  to  nor  a  few 
word  for  word,  Unto  whom,  that  Art  did  neveithelcfs 
■feem  fo  veryThe'and  mean,  that  they  could  not  ai 


all  believe  any  likelihood  of  Truth  in  his  moft  true 
words,  and  fo  left  the  Work  unattempted.  The  fame 
Ssndivow  doth  a'fo  fay,. That  had  the  moft.  skilful 
Hermes,  the  moft  quick  wicted  Gebcr,  and  moft  illu¬ 
minated  Lully  been  again  alive,  and  beheld  our  Labo- 
j  ratories  -ftored  with  io  many,  and  fuch  various  Inftru.» 

I  ments  of  Glafs,  Earthy  Irtjn,  and  other  A'latters,  and 
j  fuch  feveral  Fornaces,  they  would  be  ravifbed  into  ^ 

I  mofi  high  Admiration, like  fo  many  Boys,  anci. would 
be  but  as  it  were  our  Scholars,  as  concerniug  thofe 
Veffels  and  Fornaces,  all  which  however,  vve  have 
learned  from  their  Writings,  but  yet  we  are  deftitutq 
of  that  moft  excellent  Work  which  was  wrought  by 
them  in  fo  fimple  a  Way,,  and  it  hitherto  flies  our  fub- 
tile  and  acute  Wits. .  Aud,tTiy  dear  Friend, he  alfo  tells 
us,  that  we  (hould  fly  aloft  into  the  lofty  Air  with 
our  Wings,  for  the  Work  is  fimple,  vile  .and  tabjeft, 
the  which,  you  may  fooncr  comprehend  f  or  feel  1 
with  your  hands,  than  apprehend  by  the  fubtilcy  of 
your  Wit  or  Cogitations. 

C.  AH  thefe  things  may  very  fufficiently  ferve  to 
rid  us  put  of  fo  great  a  Labyrinth but  1  pray  ^  Sir, 
how  comes  it  about ^  that  we  do  fottijhly  perfuade:  our  felvss, 
that  thoje  things  are  fo  very  difficult,  wbich.notwithjland-r 
ing  are  fo  very  (imple,  vile,  and  abfCi. 

B,  It  is  indeed,  to  him  that  has  knowledge  of  the 
fame,  an  eafie,  vile,  and  fimple  thing  :  But  very  diffi¬ 
cult  and  intricate  to  him,  that  laying  afide  the  vway  of 
Nature,  thinks  himfelf  able  to  learn  fo  great  an  Art 
out  of  Books,  which  (  by  their  leave),  though,  feems 
a  thing  almoft  impollible  to  be  done.  '  For  the  Pitilo- 
fophers  have  fo  prolixly,  intricately,  and  obfcurely 
deferibed  the  whole  Myftery,  that  their  fo  prolix  and 
dark  Writings  would  fooner  lead  a  Man  from 'the 
true  and  right  way,  fo  far  oft'  are  they  from  reducing 
him  thereinto.  * 

C.  /  my  felf  find,  that  this  is  mofi  certainly  true,  for 
I  never  heard  as  yet  of  any  Man,  or  read  of  any,  that 
learned  the  Art  out  of  Bookj:  But  that  almofi  all  of  them 
who  were  shffied  in  the  fame,  do  Confefs,  that  they  became 
Mafiers  of  the  fame,  either  by  Vivine  Infpiration  or  Reve~ 
lation,  or  by  the  help  of  fame  Friend.  1  heroes  no  Body 
can  contradici  thofe  things  which  you  have  here  induced, 
for  the  Confirmation  of  your  Opinion.  And  now.  Sir,  let 
US  fet  upon  the  fP^ork^it  felf,  and  diligently  pray  unto  God 
and  wait  for  his  Bleffing. 

B.  Content,  hearken  therefore  attentively. 

C.  So  I  do. 

B.  Did  you  never  find  in  the  reading  of  the  Phi¬ 
lofophers,  that  all  the  imperfeft  Metals  may  in  zPar^ 
ticular  way  be  promoted  to  the  perfect:  Maturity  of 
Gold  or  Silver,  by  their  dry  Water  which  wetteth  not 
the  hands;  But  being  not  content  with  this  effedl,  they 
have  promoted  the  firft  Ens  of  Metals  (  by  the  help 
of  their  occult,  fiery,  and  ripening  Water)  to  amore 
than  pftfedft  Conftancy,  and  Fixiiy  in  the  Fire,  and 
have  conceptrated  rt  to  the  form  of  Gold. 

C.  I  remember,  that  I  have  read  of  juch  things  as 

thefe,  though  by  reafon  of  my  unskjlfalnef  and  ignorance, 
I  could  not  under fi  and  the  leafi  i  article  of  their  meaning”. 
For  I  am  altogeiha  ignorant  of  that  kind  of  wonderful, 
and  yet,  to  every  Body  well  known  ater  :  And  fo  jhall 
fill  remain  until  it  bi  (hewn  (  and  pointed  at  f  with  the 
Fingers.  ^ 

‘  B.  Look  here,  here’s  a  piece  of  admirable  Water 
which  is  every  where  in  all  places  eafie  to  be  found, 
yea,  in  the  pooreft  Country-mens  Houfes,  nor  doth: 
it  deny  any  Man,  thePolTellion  and  having  it. 

C.  Who  would  ever  have  believed,  or  thought,  that  there 
was  any  good  hidden  in  fo  vile  and  ab  'peFt  a  Body  ? 
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B.  []  I  wonder]  wherefore  C  it  is  ]  that  no  Body 
can  think  of  this  Matter,  feeing  it  is  evident,  rhat  in 
our  Water  the  firft  Entities  of  all  the  Metals  are  abun¬ 
dantly  hidden,  as  in  their  own  proper  Seed,  out  of 
which  they  are  generated  in  the  Earth,  and  ripened 
unto  perfeftion.  Thofe  firft  Entities  are  but  extra- 
ded  out  of  this  our  Water,  by  [  peculiar  ]  Magnets. 
And  now,  like  as  every  Metal  hath  its  own  Magnet, 
even  fo  everyone  [of  them]  hath  its  proper  Mag¬ 
net,  by  which  it  is  concentrated  into  a  narrow  Room. 

I  will  declare  unto  you  the  Truth  of  this  bufinefs,  by 
an  example  taken  from  the  Metals.  If  you  have  a 
Water  fully  impregnated  with  Copper,  and  ^ou  delire 
to  have  Copper  out  of  the  faid  Water,  you  will  ea- 
llly  bring  this  to  pafs,  if  you  fl«all  but  put  in  to  that 
Water,  which  holds  in  it  the  Copper,  a  piece  of  clean 
Iron,  the  which  Iron,  (as  being  the  true  Magnet  of 
the  Copper, )  will  attrad  unto  it  felf,  all  the  invifi- 
ble  Copper  out  of  the  Water,  and  gather  it  into  a  vi- 
lible  and  palpable  Metal.  If  Silver  be  diflToIv’d  in  any 
Water  and  made  invifible,  and  you  would  again  have 
it,  put  into  the  Solution  a  Plate  of  pure  [  or  clean  ] 
Copper,  which  (  after  a  Magnetick  manner )  will  ga¬ 
ther  together  [or  draw  out]  all  the  Silver  in  his 
own  [Silvery]  Body,  and  make  it  vifible  and  pal¬ 
pable.  Now  when  Gold  is  diflblved  in  fome  Water, 
and  largely  difperfed,  ^  as  I  may  fay  ]  and  you  would 
again  have  it  [in  the  form  of  Gold,]  then  put  in 
{ome  ^  or  Ar.  vive  in  that  Water,  and  boyl  it  a  little 
therewithal,  (as  was  done  above,  with  the  Copper  and 
Sih'er  )  and  you  fliall  prefently  fee  all  the  Gold  to  be 
attiadfed,  and  gathered  together  by  the  Mercury ,,  in- 
fomuch  that  there  will  not  remain  ought  of  the  Gold 
in  the  Water,  becaufe  it  follows  the  Attradfion  of  its 
own  Magnet,  Mercury.  Thefe  MetsUtek^  and  Magne- 
ikk^  Operations,  are  a  fufficiently  manifeft  Informa¬ 
tion  unto  us,  and  do  point  out  unto  ’us  (  as  with  a 
Finger  }  the  way,  of  the  extracting,  not  only  good 
Metals  in  a  Particular  manner ,  but  alfo  far  better 
things  than  Metals,  ( 'viz.  the  Tincture,  or  form  of 
Gold  )  out  of  our  ftinking  Water  ,  in  an  Vniverfal 
way,  by  fuch  Magnets,  as  are  fit  and  apt  in  Nature 
for  this  Extraction.  Another  fimilitude  we  have  from 
the  Earth,  and  Rain  water,  with  which  the  Fruits  of 
the  Earth  are  moiftned  :  Put  you  in  fuch  an  Earth 
moiftned  with  that  Water,  as  many  Seeds  as  you 
pleafe  •,  each  of  them,  will  (  by  its  Magnetick  Virtue) 
attract  unto  its  felf,  its  own  like,  for  its  Multiplica¬ 
tion,  and  will  leave  to  the  other  Seeds,  to  attract  each 
of  them  its  like  alfo.  If  now,  by  this  fimilitude,  the 
.  Scope  or  end  I  aim  at,  may  be  made  manifeft  unto 
you,  there  is  yet  hopes  you  may  be  holpen  :  If  not, 
I  do  not  fee,  by  what  means  you  can  be  fuccoured, 
forafmuch  as  it  would  be  too  tedious  here  to  ufe  ma¬ 
ny  other  Circumftances.  For  when  we  are  certainly 
alfured,  that  the  ftrft  E«/,  or  the  very  Form  oT  Gold 
is  plcntifu'ly  hidden  in  our  Water,  we  do  by  very  good 
riglit  feek  after  that  beft  part,w2..  the  form  of  Gold, 
and  leave  the  other  firft  Entities  of  the  relt  of  the 
Metals,  in  the  Water.  And  now  He  Ihew  thee  ano¬ 
ther  fimilitude  :  DilTolve  in  one  and  the  fame  Water, 
G,  J,  (J,  X  ,  U,  that  fo  you  may  have  all  thefe  Me¬ 
tals  commixt  together  in  the  fame  •’  If  now  you  de¬ 
fire  to  extract  the  beft  of  them,  viz.  the  Gold  there 
out  of,  what  hurt  Will  the  other  bring  you,  if  the*y 
remain  in  the  Water.  Such  therefore  as  the  Magnet 
is,  which  you  put  into  that  fame  Water,  fuch  is  the 
Metal  too,  that  you  (hall  extracif.  If  therefore  we 
particularly  feek  0  and  D  in  our  Water,  it  will  be  ex¬ 
pedient,  that  we  put  unto  this  fpiritual  o  and  I>  their 


proper  Magnet,  unto  which  Magnets,  they  (being  pre¬ 
cipitated)  do  ftick  On,  and  are  by  little  and  little  fix- 
ed  [oh  thereunto.]  And  now  if  we  feek  after fomc- 
thing  better  than  O  and  D,  viz.  the  form  and  Tin¬ 
cture  of  Geld,  it  will  be  neceflary,  that  we  alfo  apply 
fuch  a  [  fuitable]  Magnet,  which  may  draw  out  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  the  Tineffure  or  Form  of  Gold,  which 
being  precipitated  [thereout  of]  may  be  fixed.  And 
thus  have  I  here  told  yOu  all  thofe  things  that  are 
neceflary  to  be  known.  If  you  are  minded  to  extract 
in  z  Particular  Way,  Sol  and  Lane  out  of  the  Univer- 
fal  Mineral  water,  yoii  muft  then  put  unto  them  their 
Magnet,  viz.  an  Amalgama  of  Copper,  and  Argent 
vive  :  For  the  Copper  draws  to  it  felf  the  fpiritual  Sil¬ 
ver,  and  the  5  the  fpiritual  Gold,  out  of  the  faid  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  brings  it  unto  a  Fixation  [  or  Corporeity  ] 
with  it  felf,  [  or,  as  it  felf  is.  ]  But  if  you  are  minded, 
or  defirous,  of  getting  fome  better  thing,  than  the 
Gold  if  felf,  or  Silver,  is,  viz.  a  Tincfliute,  you  muft 
then  needs  adjoyn  thereto  its  own  peculiar  Magnet, 
for,  without  it,  you  cannot  cffecT  any  thing  at  all  : 
But  that  you  may  know,  what  the  true  Magnet  of 
the  Tineffure  is,  I  fay  unto  you,  lhat  is  the  Compeere, 
or  Companion  of  our  l^ater,  and  not  of  the  Metals  :  For- 
like  feeks  its  like,  as  the  Philofophers  fay,  Nature  re-, 
joyceth  with  Nature,  Nature  overcomes  Nature,  Na¬ 
ture  retains  Nature  :  More  than  thefe  thipgs  I  have, 
told  you,  it  is  not  needful  for  you  to  know  :  Confi- 
der  therefore  very  accurately  what  I  have  faid,  and 
beg  of  God  by  your  Prayers  a  blcfling,- which  if  you 
do,  you  fliall  pot  eir,  but  yet  you  will  not  be  all  of  a 
fudden  Mafter  of  what  you  defire.  All  thefe  things 
have  their  determinate  times,  like  as  a  Grain  of  Wheat 
fown  in  the  Earth,  the  which  requires  a  time  to  ripen 
in,  nor  doth  it  wax  ripe  afore  the  time  appointed  foe 
Maturation  be  come  about.  Follow  you  the  Advice 
left  By  and  do  ncDt  haften  on  your  Work,  by 

any  the  leaft  hafly  fpecd  :  For  he  tells  us  exprefly, 
that  all  haftning  in  our  Work  is  of  the  Devil.  <,Aod 
as  concerning  what  is  to  be  known,  and  what  a  one  the 
Student  of  fo  noble  an  Art  ought  to  be,  you  will  find 
deferibed  in  the  Fifth  Part  of  my  Spagyrical  Pharma- 
copjta.  And  what  think  you  now  ?  Can  you  thorough¬ 
ly  ufiderftand  me.^ 

C.  Xe/,  Verily  I  do  well  enough  under^ and  thofe  things 
which  I  have  hitherto  heard  from  you  ^  But  yet  this  JVo- 
mens  work^.,  which  you  began  a  'Declaration  of  is  not 
fuficiently  clear  unto  >we,  nor  is  that  Boys-plaj^  which  is 
done  with  fmall  Bowls  cr  Knickers.,  I  do  not  thoroughly  un- 
derjiand  that  neither,  vii.  how  it  may  be  compared  w'lth 
the  work^of  the  Philofophers.  Were  but  thefe  things  made 
clear  and  evident  unto  me,  I  would Kanck^my  felf  amongji 
the  number  of  the  Majiers  efthe  Art. 

B.  Well  then,  come  let  us  go  on  and  fee,  by  what 
means  the  Philofophers  are  wont  to  make  their  little 
Bowls.  [  Note  !  ]  Like  as  the  Boys  make  ufe  of  Earth 
and  Water,  for  the  making  of  their  Pellets  or  Knic¬ 
kers:  So  likewife  will  we  ufe  our  Earth,  and  our 
Water  to  the  making  of  our  fmall  Bowls  or  Pellets : 
Curs,  I  fty,  not  the  vulgar  and  common  Earth  and 
Water,  for  they  are  unprofitable  as  to  our  U'ork.  But. 
tis  indifferent,  and  all  cine,  whether  we  take  Yellow, 
Red,  or  white  Earth,  bccaufe  all  of  them  arc  of  one 
and  the  fame  Nature.  According  to  the  Colour  of  the 
Earth  which  we  ufe,  will  the  Colour  of  the  fmall  Balls 
we  make,  be:  We  have  here  at  hand  a  tiireefold 
Earth,  a  yellow  Earth  of  Gold,  a  white  of  Silver  and 
a  Red  of  Copper.  This  threefold  Earth  will  we  moi- 
flen  with  our  Water  or  Mercury,  and  fo  make  up  a 
Pafte  or  Mafs  of  the  two,  which  thcChymiiis  call. an 

Amalgama. 
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yimal^amiX.  This  Palie  xvill  we  wafix  with  pure  Wa¬ 
ter,  griiiciing  it  To  long  ’tvvixt  our  hirgers,  til!  there 
be  Ko  appearance  ot  any  farther  impurity,  and  that 
it  admits  of  being'  ealily  wafi'.t,  or  broken,  with  the 
Fingers.  Being  thus  well  wafht,  we  will  put  it  in  a 
Skin,  or  Cotton,  and  tye  it  firmly  in  j  out  of  which, 
vvc  will  fqueez  forth  all  the  5  with  our  hands,  and 
feparate  it  from  the  faid  Earth,  julr  in  fucii  a  m.anner 
as  Argent  the  is  fcparated  in  Amalgamations^  or  A'le- 
tal'ick^Mzffts.  The  being  feparated ,  we  W'ill 

take  one  our  thick  Anialgama^  and  make  fmall  Bowls, 
or  Knickers  thereof,  and  of  almofi:  the  fatne  bignefs, 
that  the  Boys  Knickers  are  of.  Thefe  Bowls  we  will 
expofe  to  the  Air,  for  about  fome  twenty  four  hours, 
and  by  this  time  they  will  be  grown  fo  hard,  as  to 
lefetnble  Stones,  in  hardnefs.  And  now,  being  thus 
made  ready  for  boyling,  we  will  put  them  into  our 
Water  to  feeth  :  But  yet  in  the  feething,  there  muff  be 
an  accurate  regard  had  to  fome  skilful  handling  the 
Matter,  if  you  would  have  it  perform  its  Operation 
without  Errour.  This  Art  will  I  faithfully  open  un¬ 
to  thee  ,  Ich  you  err,  and  (b  bring  damage  upon  your 
felf :  Thefe  Pellets,  or  little  Bowls  thus  made  of  our 
Mafs,  are  not  to  be  thrown  into  the  Pot  filled  with 
Water,  afore  the  faid  Water  boy  Is  .•  Which  boyling, 
you  muft  throw  them  in  one  after  another,  and  they 
will  prefcntly  harden  themfelves,  and  cover  themfelves 
over  with  an  hard  Cruftinefs  or  Skin  y  by  which  they 
will  be  prevented  from  (licking  to  one  another,  and 
from  coming  altogether  into  one  Mafs.  For  if  you 
fi rft  of  all  put  your  little  Balls  into  the  Pot,  and  then 
afterwards  pour  cold  Water  upon  them,  and  fo  fet 
them  on  the  Fire,  that  they  may  be  boyled  unto  their 
Maturity,  you  will  fpoil  your  whole  Work.  For  be¬ 
fore  the  Water  in  the  Pot  be  hot,  all  the  Pellets  be¬ 
ing  dilfolved,  would  run  togetjier  in  one  Mafs,  and 
fo  would  not  admit  the  Humefying,  or  moiftning  of 
their  infide  Parts,  and  fo  you  w'ould  turn  all  your  Pel¬ 
lets  by  your  feething  into  a  mere  Poufe  or  Pottage, 
whereas  they  fhould  remain  whole  in  all  their  Parts, 
as  well  internal,  as  external,  for  fear  of  drawing  the 
•Water  in.  But  that  you  may  have  an  accurate  Ac¬ 
count  of  all  thefe  things  which  I  have  laid  unto  you, 
J  hope  you  will  fet  about  the  Work,  or  thus,  J  I 
hope  you  will  do  your  beft,  ‘heedtully  to  regard  all 
ihcTe  things  which  I  have  faid  unto  you]  and  I  fup- 
•pofe .  that  you  have  fufficiently  underftood  the  things 
which  1  have  already  fpoksn  :  But  if  fo  be,  you  do 
not  yet  apprehend  the  meaning  of  thefe  things,  I  will 
Counfel  yon,  by  what  means  you  may  learn  this  Ope¬ 
ration  at  home  from  your  Wife.  When  you  are  come 
home,  bid  your  Wife  to  make  you  fome  little  Balls, 
or  Dumplins  with  Flower  and  Veal.  And  hcedfully 
obferve,wha^  Courfe  file  takes, about  ma'king  fuch  Balls, 
that  fo  you  may  by  the  fame  way  learn  to  deal  with 
your  MetallickJ^oWtts-  Firfi  of  all,  you  fiiall  fee,  that 
file  puts  fome  pure  Flower  into  a  deep  Difii  or  Platter, 
and  having  put  it  in,  fiie  works  it  into  aPafie,  or 
Mafs  with  Cream,  or  the  pureft  Milk.  Then  fiie 
adni^ixeth  fome  green  Herbs  finally  minced,  and  fome 
Spice  medied  antong,  and  fprinkling  fome  Salt  there¬ 
upon,  fiie  m.ixcth  them  with  the  Palle  made  as  afore- 
laid,  to  give  it  the  fweeter  Smell,  and  Tallc,  Of  this 
Palle,  ri>e  will  afterwards  niake  little  Balls,  of  what 
bignefs  fiie  pleafeth,  which  Balls  fiie  docs -not  put  in 
ilie  Water  afore  it  boyls  W'hcn  therefore  the  Water 
lecths,  file  throws  in,  one  Ball  after  another,  each 
of  which,  as  foon  as  ever  it  feels  the  fervent  heat  of 
the  boyling  Water,  will  prefcntly  cover  it  felf  over 
with  a  Skill,  whereby  they  will  be  kept  from  fticking 


one  to  another,  and  running  into  one  Mafs,  and  re¬ 
turning  into  fuch  a  Palle  as  they  were  in,  before  their 
being  made  up  into  Pellets ;  Whereas,  now  each  of 
them  may  be  kept  in  its  own  Form,  and  be  encom- 
pafied  all  round  with  the  Water,  and  be  advanced  un¬ 
to  a  Maturity,  or  readinefs,  by  a  due  feething;  And 
now',  when  you  have  feenthis  Operation  of  your  V’i  ives 
Cookery,  I  do  not  queftion,  but  that  you  will  be  well 
enough  skilled  in  this  Cooking  Art. 

C.  My  deare^  'F riend^  J  do  friendly  rerjuejl  you  not  to 
taky  it  amifs^  in  that  I  cannot  abjiain  any  longer  from 
down  right  laughing.^  when  I  hear  that  our  work^  hath 
fuch  a  correfponding  lil{enefs^  with  the  Art  of  Cookery  ; 
Tour  fo  faithful  InjiruSlions  have  already  ahmdantly  fa- 
tisfied  me  :  I  have  very  often  feea  my  IVife  bufxed  about 
the  Cooking  of  fuch  Balls,  and  my  felf  have  alfo  delightfully 
fed  upon  thefe  kind  of  'Dumplins^  made  both  of  Veal,  Eggs  j 
and  Spices,  and  alfo  of  Flower,  Adilk,,  and  greett  tlerbi. 
But  I  fear  me,  that  when  my  Wife  (hall  fee  me  making 
thefe  Balls  or  FeVets,  and  boyling  them  in  a  little  Fot^  (he 
will  laugh  at  me,  and  fay,  that  I  learned  my  SSU  from 
her. 

B.  ’Tis  no  Matter,  you  have  noreafon  to  regard 
either  the  tailing  of  your  Wife,  or  of  all  Men  what¬ 
ever  :  For  they  know  not  what  they  do,  it  is  enough' 
for  you,  that  your  felf  know  what  end  it  is,  you  do 
any  thing  Tor  :  Think  you,  that  if  other  Wifelings 
and  Know-littles  fiiould  fee  you  working  with  fuch 
little  Balls,  they  would  not  deride  and  mock  you. 
But  don’t  you  at  all  mind  their  unprofitable  Prating, 
leave  the  fiiril-founding  Geefe  to  their  own  loud  Chat- 
ling,  and  follow  you  my  Do;3:rine,  and  wrap  up  this  our 
Cookery  Art  in  the  darknels  of  Silence  :  Which  if  you 
do,  you  need  not  fear  of  being  mockt,  or  laught  at 
by  either  Women,  orWomanilh  Men. 

C.  I  have  now  ( praifed  be  God  )  learned  enough  t 
But  yet,  there  is  one  thing  I  am  ignorant  of,  and  that  is 
this,  by  what  pgnimay  come  to  know,  when  my  Pellets 
are  well  enough  boyled,  and  what  Fire  they  are  to  be  boyl¬ 
ed  in.  The  Fire  of  Wood  and  Coals,  I  know  is  ufed  by 
the  feminine  Sex  for  to  boyl  withal,  but  whether  or  no^ 
the  fame  he  necejfary  and  conducive  to  our  Operation,  1 
requef  you  to  inform  me. 

B.  Have  you  never  feen,  what  proof  Women  have 
to  know,  when  their  Dumplings  are  well  boyled? 
They  are  wont  to  take  one  out,  and  cut  it  in  twain, 
that  they  may  fee,  whether  or  no  the  infide,  as  well 
as  the  outfide  of  the  fame  be  fo  well  feethed,  as  that 
the  Flower  is  not  any  more  tenacious  or  Clammy : 
Do  you  even  the  fame,  and  fometimes  put  a  piece  of 
one  of  your  Pellets  you  take  out,  in  the  Cineritium 
or  Cupel,  and  that  will  Ihew  unto  you ,  how  much 
increafe  of  Sol  and  Luns  hath  particularly  added  its 
felf  to  your  Balls,  in  that  time  of  the  boyling,  and 
how  long  they  are,  as  yet,  to  be  boyled.  Now  you 
know,  that  all  thefe  things  are  to  be  fearcht  into,  by 
your  own  Meditation  and  Tryal,  becaufe  it  can  not 
poffibly  be,  that  all  things  can  be  fo  very  clearly  fet 
afore  ones  Eyes,  as  to  need  no  farther  meditating 
thereupon,  and  inquifition  thereinto.  After  this  man¬ 
ner  may  you  boyl  in  one  Pot ,  with  one  and  thfi 
fame  Water,  two,  three,  or  more  little  Bowls,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds,  as,  fome  made  of  Flower,  green  Herbs', 
Spices,  Flcfli,  Eggs ,  Fifii,  and  other  things,  and  fo, 
after  the  feething  of  them,  you  make  take  forth  one 
kind  after  another,  and  Particularly  them  to  your 

Life.  For  thefe  things  are  to  be  underftood  concer¬ 
ning  Partietdars.  But  if  you  have  a  mind  defirous  af¬ 
ter  the  Vniverjal  Medicine,  then  muft  you  enter  up¬ 
on  a  certain  way  of  almoft  an  whole  entire  year, 
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which  is  neceffarily  requifite  to  the  finifliingof  its  O- 
peration.  For  our  Magnet,  whofe  Task  it  is  to  ex- 
cradh  the  Form  of  the  Gold  out  of  our  Waters,  doth 
as  yet  groan  under  its  immaturity,  and  therefore  needs 
no  fmall  fpace  of  time,  for  the  extradling  the  ‘Tmifure 
out  of  our  fugacious  and  combuliible  Waters,  and  fix¬ 
ing  it  with  it  felf. 

C.  Fhefe  Words  of  yours ^  hy  which  you  mention  fo  long 
a  time^  do  not  a  little  affrighten  me.  Our  Wives  can  boyl 
their  Dumplins  enough  in  one  hours  fpace  ^  what  will  fitch 
a  continued  boyling  cofl  ?  I  would  be  glad  to  redeem  it^ 

or,  to  be  excufed  3  /»»*  the  price  of  two  Golden  pieces  of 
Money  ["  or  T)uckets.  ]] 

B.  I  fbould  tell  you,  that  you  are  of  the  Off-fpring 
of  unbelieving  Fhomas^  for  you  heap  upon  your  felf, 
by  your  needlefs  incredulity,  fuch  heaps  and  Loads  of 
Cares.  Don't  you  remember,  that  I  told  you  at  firft, 
that  the  Charges  of  the  whole  work,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  very  end,  do  not  exceed  two  Golden 
pieces  of  Money,  which  they  call  Duckets.  And  that 
I  do  not  at  all  tell  you  an  untruth,  I  will  expound  it 
unto  you  by  an  evident  Demonfiration.  When  you 
fhall  heat  your  well  covered  Pot,  that  fo  your  Water 
may  not  vanifh  away  in  fume,  with  the  fmall  fire  of 
a  Lamp,  how  much  I  pray  will  fuch  a  Labour  cofi 
you  ?  Put  Cafe,  that  fome  Pounds  of  water  coft  you 
Lome  ^ffes  or  Stivers^  and  the  Magnet  doth  alfo  coft 
you  fome  Stivers^  [  ten  Affes  are  a  Koman  Peny,  which 
is  Seven  pence  half  Peny  of  our  Money  J  and  now  how 
man'  Founds  of  Oyl  will  there  need  to  nourifh  that  fo 
little  a  Fire  ?  And  though  you  fhould  fpend  forty,  fifty, 
or  more  Pounds  of  Oyl,  may  not  you  well  fay,  that 
you  fliall  finifh  the  whole  work,  for  the  Charge  of 
two  Golden  Duckets.  Well!  what  fay  you  ?  Are  you 
yet  Content  ? 

C.  Tou  do  now  again  fomewhdt  encourage  my  mind^ 
•which  bad  almoji  fainted^  by  telling  /we,  that  the  Mat¬ 
ters  neceffiry  for  our  Wor\  are  fold  at  fo  mem  a  Price. 
But  there^s  one  thing  fill  that  doth  not  a  little  trouble  /we, 
and  that  is.^  that  Co  much  time  is  required  to  the  Fixation. 
All  the  other  things  are  as  well  as  I  could  wifh :  But^ 
I  Would  fain  have  had  that  (horter  work^  of  three  hours.^ 
or  fven  days. 

B.  O  thou  Dreamer,  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee  ? 
What doth  that  fpace  of  time,  wherein  fuch  excel¬ 
lent  and  moft  -  profitable  Fruits  are  to  be  hoped  for 
by  thee,  feem  too  long?  What  doft  thou  think  toget 
without  length  of  time  ?  Good  things  are  not  wont  to 
offer  themfelves  without  Procefs  of  time,  as  the  com¬ 
mon  Proverb  tells  us.  Mean  while  you  may  follow 
your  Vocation,  nor  needs  there  any  other  Labour, 
than  that  you  look  to  your  Lamp  Morning  and  Eve¬ 
ning  and  fee  how  the  Fire  is.  And  I  pray,  are  not 
the  Country  men  conftrained  to  wait  their  time, 
wherein  to  reap,  and  again  to  receive  the  Fruits  which 
they  committed  to  the  Earth  ?  And  though  they  have 
fown  their  Seeds  afore  the  approach  of  the  Winter, 
yet  they  cannot  reap  them  again  from  the  Earth, 
fooner  than  the  next  following  AuguiC  which  then  re¬ 
wards  and  recompenfcth  all  their  hard  Labours.  But 
now,  the  waiting  fo  long  a  time  does  nor  tire  them  •, 
for  they  patiently  expetft  the  time  of  Harveft.  Thus 
likewife  are  you  to  do,  but  if  you  are  greedily  defi 
rousof  fooner  making  ready  your  Pellets,  or  Balls,  by 
the  boyling,  you  may  I  Confcfs,  have  a  fooner  end¬ 
ing  of  your  expeftation,  and  that  on  this  wife,  viz.. 
by  aftronger  Fire,  which  may  make  your  Water  boyl 
without  any  ceafing,  but  yet  in  this  fame  way  of  Ope¬ 
rating  there  doth  again  happen  this  trouble,  from  that 
ftrong  and  unctffant  feething,  viz,,  that  your  Water 


being  without  any  intermillion  refolved  into  Fume  and 
Vapour,  is  always  lelTcned,  and  you  muft  of  neccllity 
be  always  pouring  in  more  new.  Ufe  which  of 
thefe  two  ways  you  pleafe,  for  you  are  e’en  importu¬ 
nate  and  troublefome  enough  unto  me.  I  will  not, 
for  the  time  to  come,  take  on  me  to  inftrudf  any 
more  fuch  Difciplesas  you  are.  What  do  you  think, 
that  if  that  fnort  work  of  three  days,  or  of  feven 
hours  were  known  unto  me,  I  would  prefently  reveal 
it  unto  you  ?  No !  But  yet  I  am  not  gotten  to  fo  high 
a  Degree  of  knowledge,  as  to  profefs  my  felf  a  Ma- 
fter  of  fo  great  an  Art.  I  do  believe  though,  that 
fuch  things  are  pollible  to  be  done,  but  I  deny,  that  I 
my  felf  am  able  to  do  fuch  notable  things.  And  now, 
go  home  in  God’s  Name,  and  diligently  and  ferioully 
meditate  upon  all  thefe  things  :  You  have  heard  e- 
nough,  and  my  time  will  no  longer  permit  me  to  con¬ 
fer  with  you.  If  perhaps,  one  or  two  Errours  (hould 
put  a  flop  to  your  proceedings,  you  may  again  come 
unto  me,  and  ask  me  thereabouts.  Mean  while  I 
commend  you  unto  God,  and  pray  him  to  beftow  his 
B1  effing  upon  your  felf,  and  your  Labours. 

C.  Now  am  I  contented.^  nor  kptow  what  farther  I 
(hould  as}{^:  lam  firry.,  that  I  have  fo  much  troubled  you 
by  my  dull  Brains.,  and  beetle  Head ,  and  been  fio  im¬ 
portunate  :  Nor  ({HOW  I,  how  to  requite  your  defierts  ^  God 
will  reward  you  with- Life  eternal,  I  jhall  go  home  full  of 
joy,  and  bear  a  glad  Me(fage,  and  Hidings  unto  my  Fa¬ 
mily.  And  J  pray  God  to  be  at  all  times  prefient  with  us^ 
to  eur  Help  and  Succour ^ 

B.  Amen. 


The  CO%OLLAR% 

I  Have,  in  this  Third  Dialogue,  made  mention  of  a 
certain  fecret  fiery  Water,  which  can  ripen  the 
Volatile  and  immature  Minerals,  and  Metals;  And 
herein  I  have  principally  regarded  z  Particular 
mutation.  But  forafmuch  as  a  Particular  Meliora¬ 
tion  of  the  Metals  requires  as  much  time’,  and  no 
fewer  Expences,  than  the  Vniverfial  it  felf  does,  I 
would  here  commend  to  the  Sons  of  Art  the  Vniver- 
Cal  work,  which  is  to  be  preferred  before  a  Particu¬ 
lar  one.  Such  things  as  we  have  perhaps  omitted  in 
this  Dialogue,  the  Defeription  of  my  fourth  fecret 
Fire  will  fufficiently  fupply  the  defedl  •,  to  which,  I 
refer  the  friendly  Reader.  He  will  there  fee  and  un- 
derftand,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  whole  Work,  ’ 
and  the  very  hinge  of  the  faid  Operation ,  conlifts 
chiefly  in  the  true  VelTel,  in  which  our  Matter  is  to  be 
ripened  j  and  without  the  knowledge  cf  which,  there 
can  never  be  any  thing  done  fo  purpofe.  Which 
Vcflel,  feeing  that  all  the  Philofophers  have  covered 
over,  and  hidden  with  fo  great  a  Care  and  Diligence, 
and  have  involved  it  with  fuch  obfeure  Clouds  of 
darknefs,  I  fliould  do  amifs,  yea,  moft  cxtreamly  a- 
mifs,  fhould  I  lay  it  open,  and  bring  it  from  out  of 
thofe  dark  inwrapments,  into  the  Light.  Thus  much 
only  I  fay,  that  it  ought  to  be  fuch  a  Fornace,  and 
the  Veftel  it  felf  fuch  a  one  too,  as  in  which,  all  the 
Chymical  Operations,  viz.  Solution,  Putrefatftion,  Di- 
ftillation,  Sublimation,  Cohobation,  Afeenfion,  Def- 
cenfion.  Circulation,  laceration,  and  Fixation  may  be 
perfetftly  ftiewn  unto  an  Hermetkf  Difciple,  or  Lear¬ 
ner,  in  one  hours  time,  in  one  little  Fornace,  in  one 
GlafSj  and  in  one  Fire,  all  which  muft  not  coft  more 
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than  the  value  of  one  quarter  ^art  of  a  Doller,  and 
is  all  done  without  any  changing  of  the  Glaffes,  or 
putting  to,  of  the  hands  of  the  Operator.  Thefe  are 
indeed  fuch  things  as  exceed  all  the  belief  of  the  whole 
World,  but  yet  they  do  not  exceed  Glattber’s  faith, 
nor  fufficeth  it  him  only  to  believe,  but  he  can  alfo 
effedt  the  fame,  that  fo  other  incredulous  people  may 
believe  likewife. 

2V.  B.  On  a  certain  time,  as  I  was  familiarly  dif- 
feourfing  with  a  learned  Man,  concerning  fuch  great 


and  incredible  things,  he  prcfented  me  with  thcTe  fol¬ 
lowing  Verfes,  aptly  agreeing  to  this  Matter  in  hand, 

t 

Thy  ^  Slrname  (  Glauber  !  )  given  vpas^  as^ 

unto  Faith,  relating  ^Jolin. 

Jet  by  good  right  it  Jhould  have  fquar’d  unto  thy 
Operating, 

BaitlPs  Objeds  are  invifible^  but  yet,  fuch  things,  do 
you. 

As  vpould  at  firji  be  fcarce  believ'^d,  produce  by 
to  view. 


A  Short  Expojition  ufon  the  HeUiJhi^oddefs  the  Wife 

of  Pluto,  viz.  ’T^hat  the  Heathenijh  Tbilofophicl^  Poets  ^  as  Ovid 
and  Virgil  under  food  by  it. 

And  how,  by  the  help  of  this  Proferpina,  the  Ammx,  or  Souls,  of  the 
aSKPortified  Metalli'cJc  Bodies  are  carried  out  of  the  Qoymical  Hell 
into  the  Philofophicl^  Heaven.  Tranfated  out  of  the  High-Dutch. 


Reader,  that  we  may  fee,  if  and  how 
the  inferiour  Metals,  by  true  Art,  may  be 
tranfmuted  into  good  and  conftant  Gold 
and  Silver  :  I  find, that  it  is  firft  neceflary  to 
declare  whence,  and  by  what  means  the  Melioration 
of  the  imperfctS:  Metals  mulf  proceed  by  Art,  and  by 
what  means  only  by  Nature,  without  the  hand  of 
the  Artift,  the  clean  and  fixed  Gold  and  Silver  hath 
arrived  to  fuch  a  Purity,  and  Perfection. 

It  being  then,  that  this  knowledge  is  the  only  Foun¬ 
dation,  upon  which  AUhymy  is  built,  I  find  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  difcover  it  to  thofe,  who  are  ignorant  of 
it,  and  to  (hew  a  fure  way,  in  which  they  may  go 
without  hinderance,  and  happily  arrive  to  the  defired 
End. 

The  Reafon,  why  Nature  generates  all  Metals  in 
the  Mountains,  and  brings  fbme  of  them  to  Perfedi- 
on,  and  leaves  others  imperfedf,  feveral  Philofophers  of 
our  Anceftors  have  very  plainly  defcribed,  and  there¬ 
fore  needs  not  here  to  be  repeated.  He  that  knows  it 
not  may  enquire  after  it,  in  the  Writings  of  thefe 
Philofophers,  where  he  may  learn  their  Grounds,  or 
Reafons  ,  only  this  little  I  think  neceflary  here  to 
(hew,  viz.  that  all  Metals  and  Minerals  have  but  one 
Original,  or  beginning,  to  wit,  the  four  Elements, 
Pire,  Air,  Earth  and  Water.  But  that  one  Metal  in 
the  Earth,  in  which  is  its  Matrix,  becomes  to  be 
more  noble  than  another,  this  is  but  accidental,  ac¬ 
cording  as  one  Metal  by  the  Central  Fire  is  more,  or 
lels  coded  ,  and  chiefly  from  thence,  according  as 
the  Univerfal  Spirit  of  the  World,  or  firft  Matter  of 
Metals ,  lights  of  a  Matrix  in  the  Earth,  more  clean 
or  unclean.  But  palling  this  by,  becaufe  the  Books 
of  Philofophers  are  filled  with  them,  although  obfer- 
\'ed  by  a  very  fmall  number  of  Men.  For  almoft  all 
who  read  Chymical  Books,  read  only  to  the  end  , 
that  they  may  fee  thofe  Procefles,  which  teach  how 
to  make  Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  inferiour  Metals, 
but  do  not  at  all  mind  the  Original,  and  difference  of 
Metals,  although  that  ought  to  be  the  firft,  for  where 
the  Philofophers  write  of  the  Generation  and  diffe¬ 
rence  of  Metals,  there  they  publifli  the  whole  Ground 


of  Alchymy  .i  But  where  they  \vrite  xheit  Receipts ,  and 
Procejjes,  their  they  obfeure  the  Art ,  and  lead  the 
eafie  Believers  into  Errour.  Among  all  the  Philofo¬ 
phers,  I  have  found  none  which  hath  dealt  more 
plainly  and  openly  in  this  Matter,  than  Paracelfus  in 
his  Heaven  of  Philofophers,  who  writes,  that  every  Me-* 
tal  is  an  hider  or  concealer  of  the  other  Six,  or  that 
every  vifible  Metal  contains  in  it  felf  inviliblyand  fpi- 
ritually  the  other  fix  Metals,  and  that  to  bring  forth 
and  make  vifible,  the  invifible,  and  more  noble  Me¬ 
tal,  and  on  the  contrary, to  tranfplant  the  vifible  and 
ignobler  Metal  in  the  fame  place,  where  the  more  no-; 
ble  and  invifible  was,  i§  very  poffible,  which  is  indeed 
the  Very  Truth.  For  I  my  felf  have  perform’d  this 
Tranfplantatipn,  not  only  once,  but  fome  hundred 
times.  .  If  any  hath  a  mind  to  perform  any  notable 
thing  in  Alchymy,  he  can  find  no  Book,  which  will 
teach  him  mope  than  the  Book  above  cited.  But  yet 
I  will  not  defpife  the  Books  of  other  good  Writers, 
And  if  this  were  not  true,  that  every  vifible  Metal, 
hides  in  it  felf  the  others,  invifibly,  how  could  it  be 
poflible  to  tranfmute  any  inferiour  Metal,  either  uni- 
verfally  or  particularly,  into  good  and  conftant  Gold  ? 
But  that  it  is  poflible  ,  daily  ocular  infpetSlion  proves 
to  be  true,  in  feveral  places  of  the  World.  Now  if  this 
be  fo,  as  no  man  needs;  to  doubt  it,  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  teach  any  uqderftanding  Man,  if  he  will  but 
learn  a  little  how  tp  handle  the  Fire,  how  to  bring 
forth  fixed  and  corporeal  Gold,  out  of  thofe  grofs  and, 
vifible  Metals,  in  which  lyes,, hidden  a  great  deal  of 
pure  and  fpiritual  Gold.  But  yet  you  muft  know, 
that  one  clean  Metal  hath  more  invifible  and  fpiritual 
Gold  in  it,  than  another,  Jupiter  hath  in  it  much  fpi- 
ritual  Gold,  but  Venus  more,  and  Mars  the  n\oft  :  Yet 
Antimony  doth  not  give  placeto  Mars,foT  the  quantity 
of  fpiritual  Gold.  Now  whbfoever  is  minded  to  un¬ 
dertake  this  fort  of  Labour  with  Profit,  let  him  take 
care  what  Metal  he  handles,  and  how  he  handles  if, 
that  inftead  of  Profit,  he  may  not  reap  difeourage- 
ment  and  damage,  but  may  have  reafon  to  thank 
God,  Nature  and  Art',  in  which,  tlusfolIowingPro- 
cefs  willfufficrently  help  him,  in  which,  the  true  and. 
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tTioft  certain  way  is  openly  (fiewn.  Yet  with  th»s 
ProvKo,  that  he  lb.  lives,  that  God  may  be  plcafed 
With  his Converfation, and  not  have  it  in  Abomination. 
For  Gods  bleHing  is  all  in  all.  There  njuli  be  toge¬ 
ther  earneft  Prayers,  diligent  Conlideration,  and  un¬ 
wearied  Labour,  ot  elfe  one  may  cably  fail,  although 
the  Art  be  plainly  and  clearly  fet  before  his  Eyes, 
without  any  referve,  which  a  good  Chrihan  ought  cer¬ 
tainly  to  believe.  Yet  I  have  often  heard  the  contra¬ 
ry,  from  impious  Men,  fuch  are  the  adherents  and 
Conforts  of  Farmer^  as  if  God  had  nothing  to  do 
with  fuch  Arts,  and  that  Art  alone  was  Matter  in 
thefe  Cafes,  which  certainly  is  very  impious,  feeing 
that  fuch  Biafphemies,  take  away  from  God  hisOmni- 
potency,  his  Gbodnefs  and  Mercy,  and  give  them  on¬ 
ly  to  Nature,  feeing  that  God  hath  not  his  beginning 
from  Nature,  but  Nature  from  God.  Have  not  the 
wife  Heathens  believed,  that  God  could  give  his  blef- 
llng  to  Mens  endeavours,  and  take  it  away  again  at 
his  Pleafure  ?  What  faith  that  famous  Philofo- 

pher  ?  when  he  teacheth  how  to  pluck  the  Golden 
branch  from  the  Opaf{e  Tree  : 

T^ene  manu^  facile que  feqaetur^  &  uno  avuljo^ 

Non  deficit  alter j  ft  te  fata  vocant-^  aliter  nullis  viribus 

Nec  duro  ferro  avellere  potes. 

Cne  Branch  being  plucked  and  born  away., 

Another  follows  j  ttnlefs  the  Fates  fay  nay  : 

Without  whofe  Smile.^  no  force  of  hardefi  Steel 

To  crop  the  fmallefi  Trvig^  can  ought  prevail. 

It  is  faid  ,  Ora  &  Lahora,  Pray  and  Labour,  accor¬ 
ding  to  which,  let  every  Man  live.  Now  you  fltall 
hear  how  the  iraperfed:  Metals,  in  a  particular  way, 
may  be  tranfmuted  with  great  Profit ,  into  perfetS, 
and  that  very  plainly  without  any  referve,  for  I  have 
obtain’d  it  at  length  by  much  Confideration.  And 
becaufe  my  great  Age,  and  feveral  long  Sicknelfes 
keep  me  continually  in  Bed,  and  both  Feet  are  as 
in  the  Grave,  where  I  ftand  certainly  expecting  no¬ 
thing  elfe,  but  a  happy  departure  out  of  this  tranfitory 
Life,  into  a  better,  which  pafTeth  not  away.  So  that 
I  would  by  no  means  intermit  to  fing  with  the  Swan 
before  my  end,  a  pleafant  Song^  which  may  rejoyce 
a’l  the  Lovers  of  Alchymy^  if  they  will  make  them- 
fclves  ttiarers  of  this  Melody.  For  thofe  who  read 
w  hat  I  here  write,  and  yet  give  no  Credit  to  it,  nor 
put  their  hand  to  the  Work,  and  finifh  it  with  dili- 
gence,  they  will  reap  no  Profit  by  this  my  inftrutttion. 
But  thofe  who  underftand  my  Writing,  and  work 
plainly  after  the  Letter,  provided  tliey  have  but  a 
little  underttartdingin  the  Fire,  will  reap  great  Profit, 
yea,  even  great  Riches  by  it.For  I  am  plain  without  any 
referve,  fothat  if  any  ffeould  failj  the  fault  will  not 
be  mine,  but  n^ft  be  imputed  to  the  Workmans  want 
of  Ski!  i  for  I  never  in  my  Life  fought  to  gain  any 
thing  by  my  W'riting,  neither  will  I  now  doit, 
but  it  fufficeth  me  if  I  do  good  to  my  Neighbour, 
out  of  Love,  with  that  Talent  which  God  hath  given 
me.  Whofoever  is  on  fide,  and  will  parti¬ 

cipate  of  m.y  good  intention,  be  may,  or  let  it  alone, 
’cis  all  one  to  me,  for  they  are  not  all  good  Cooks  that 
wear  long  Knives  the  Art  confitteth  in  Experience, 
and  he  that  is  but  any  thing  skilled  in  Chymical  Ope¬ 
rations  will  do  well  enough,  for  all  is  laid  plainly 
down  before  his  Eyes.  Put  on  the  contrary,  the  Co¬ 
vetous,  Proud,  and  La2y,  who  feck  to  be  rich  with¬ 
out  labour  and  pains,  will  find  every’ thing  dark,  and 
never  attain  to  any  thing  profitable.  For  God  will 


have  it  fo,  that  not  every  Body  fliall  be  Rich,  zsVa- 
racelfiis  very  well  exprelTcth  it  in  his  Book  of  5«/- 
phur^  when  he  faith,  islany  might  be  helprd .with  jfe\\> 
Words.,  if  It  was  not  againfi  the  Will  of  God,  for  God  ^ 
will  not  have  the  Goats-tail  equal  the  Cows  in  length,  for 
elfe  out  of  Pride  he  might  with  it  beat  out  his  own  Eyes., 
and  therefore  it  is  better  to  be  filent,  that  they  may  re¬ 
main  Poor.  Thus  Faracelfus.  But  I  Glauber  fay,  that 
it  is  better  to  lay  dovrn  the  Art  in  truth,  without  dif¬ 
ference  before  all  Men,  for  God  keeps  ttill  his  hand 
over  it,  and  to  whom  he  Wills  it,  he  will  give  it, , 
and  to  whom  he  will  not  give  it,  he  knoweth  how 
to  cart  a  Mitt  before  his  Eyes,  that  he  may  not  fee  the 
good,  nor  have  power  to  apprehend  it,  but  may  wan¬ 
der  about  in  darknefs,  with  his  proud  and  dull  Head; 
till  at  length  he  fall  into  the  Pit  of  the  impious,  and 
there  perifh  without  help.  ■  But  that  I  may  no  lon¬ 
ger  detain  the  Lover  of  Art  with  my  Difeourfes,  but 
come  at  length  to  the  Pradice,  1  will  in  the  Name  of. 
God  here  fet  down  the  whole  Procefs  as  it  is  in  it  fclf, 
without  any  Refervation,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  is 
thus.  i  ,  ■ 

Now  followeth  the  true,  and  often  prac1;ifed  Pro- 
cefs,  how  to  tranfmute  Silver  (as  being  yet  not  a 
perfe<3:ly  mature  Metal )  by  degrees,  without  any  lofs, 
totally  into  the  higheft  perfedion,  that  is  to  fay,  in¬ 
to  good  Gold  abiding  all  Tj^ryals.  After  the  revealing 
of  this  Procels,  we  (hall  allb  hear,  how  all  the  imper- 
fed  Metals,  viz.  b,  oa  ,  ^ ,  and  'i  may  after  the  fame 
manner  (  but  yet  not  totally,,  but  only  fo  far  as  they 
contain  an  incombuttible  Mercury,  )  be  tranfmuted 
into  good  Gold  and  Silver.  And  after  this  Revelati¬ 
on,  we  will  not  omit  to  (hew  alfo,  which  way  §  the 
moft  immature  of  all  the  Metals,  may  be  tranfmuted, 
not  only  Particularly,  but  aKb.'Univerfally,  into  the 
higheft  Medicine ,  and  the  beft  Gold.  But  the  later 
mult  thus  be  underftood,  that  we  maynotcaft  Pearl 
before  Swine,  but  that  they  may  remain  only  among 
honeft  hearts,  and  not  come  into  the  hands  of  double- 
minded  Men. 

But  now,  to  come  to  the  Melioration  of  Silver, 
the  ingenious  mutt  know, that  Silver  is  naturally  fixed 
in  the  Earth,  and  endures  the  Fire,  and  therefore  needs 
no  Art  to  fix  it  j  for  it  bears  the  Tryal  of  the  Teit, 
as  well  as  Gold,  wanting  only  Colour  and  Weight, 
which  Nature  hath  not  beftowed  upon  it,  but  may  be 
procured  by  Art.  As  for  the  Colour,  the  fecret  Fire 
of  the  Wife  can  only  make  it  perfeT,  for  all  Colours 
are  abfeonded  in  the  common  Fire  of  Wood,  and  tlie 
Sun,  as  we  daily  fee  ,  that  the  Univerfally  ripening 
Sun,  brings  all  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  from  a  Green 
and  white,  by  its  conttant  Beams,  to  Rednefs  and 
Maturity.  And  we  alfo  fee,  that  the  common  Fire, 
of  Wood  and  Coals,  makes  Earths  and  Minerals 
which  are  White,  become  Red,  as  .-we ‘fee  Crocus  Mar¬ 
tis,  Minium,  and  other  Colours  which  are  produced 
out  of  Black,  Gray,  and  White  Metals  and  Minerals  ^ 
as  the  highly  illuminated  Faracelfus  hath  fufficiently 
taught  us,  %iz..  that  the  common  Fire  of  Goals,  by 
its  own  power  and  innate  Nature,  without  any  addi¬ 
tion  of  ocI)er  things,  is  pertecttly  able  to  graduate  the 
white  Metals,  intu  Red,  or  yellow  Gold,  as  you  may 
fee  in  his  Booh,^  of  Cements.  If  the  common  Wood-fire  of 
it  felfdoth  this, what  cannot  the  Fire  of  the  wifeeffedf, 
which  vvas  always  kept  in  thegreatett  Secrecy  ?  Efpe- 
cially,  if  one  know  how  to  add  a  graduating  Metalicl^ 
Species,  Mars,  Venus,  and  Antimony,  and  the  like, 
after  a  fpiritual  manner,  to  the  fecret  Fire ,  which  is 
the  way  to  give  to  white  Silver,  a  conttant  Red¬ 
nefs. 

As 
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As  for  the  weight  of  Silver,  it  may,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  the  Colour  be  given  to  Silver  by  Arf,ro  that  it 
Ihall  be  cijual  with  Gold  in  weight  :  Which  introdu- 
ttion  of  Colour  and  weight  into  D,  the  Philofophers 
have  called  doling  of  its  Potes  For  this  is  certain, 
tliat  it  any  light  hUtals  are  melted  together,  that  one 
hilcth  up  the  Pores  of  the  other,  and  both  come  out 
of  the  Fire  more  compadf  and  heavy,  than  they  were 
before.  For  example  :  Take  halt  an  Cunce  ot  Red 
Copper, and  as  much  of  good  Tin,  melt  thefe  toge¬ 
ther,  and  pour  them  out  into  a  Bullet- mould,  and 
you  will  fee,  that  they  vi’ill  not  be  much  more  in  Mag¬ 
nitude  than  one  of  them  was  before^  for  one  Bullet 
of  ?  and  one  of  may  almoft  be  put  into  the  fame 
Mould  :  From  whence  it  appears,  that  one  Metal  hath 
an  ingrefs  into  the  other,  and  mends,  and  augments  it 
in  it^  weight  aUd  Colour  >  but  What  thofe  Metals  are 
whicli  give  weight  and  colour  to  Silver,  you  may  eali- 
ly  gutfs.  Nothing  can  tinge,  but  what  is  naturally 
Coloured, and  nothing  can  better  give  weight, than  what 
is  naturally  heavy  t  In  which,  5  and  f  haVe  the  Preht” 
iTiinency,  but  in  introducing Cdlodr, M^rr,  f'’ enus^iu^ 
Antimony  excel.  But  which  way  this  introduaion  of 
co'our  and  weight,  into  light  and  white  Silver,  is  to 
be  done,  the  following  Procefs  will  teach. 

But  this  the  Ingenious  ought  to  know,  that  it  is  no 
Art  at  all,  that  if  the  Iron  made  Red ,  and  5  and  b 
made  White,  be  mixed  with  D,  yet  they  Will  not 
render  it  durable,  red  and  heavy  :  But  the  Corroding 
T  will  quite  take  away  the  Rednefs  and  Whitenefs 
upon  the  Cupel  :  For  what  is  not  purged  from  all 
combuftible  Sulphur,  connot  fullain  theC«/f/,  but  will 
vanifh  with  Saturn,  and  turn  into  Scori£  :  And  feeing 
that  we  know,  that  S  and  y  contain  abundance  ot 
fuperfluous  combuftible  Sulphur,  and^alfb  that  their 
incombuftible  Sulphur  is  not  yet  fixed  enough  to  re- 
fift  the  Corroding  T?  upon  the  Cupel,  and  thererorc 
with  him  muft  vanifh  and  come  to  nothing,  tor  all 
that  is  able  to  abide  the  Cupel  muft  be  feparated  from 
all  combuftible  Sulphur,  Now  we  know,  that  S  and 
y  are  not  fo,  and  therefore  cannot  abide  the  Cupel. 
For  $  if  he  be  made  Red,  and  caft  upon  Silver,  he 
doth  not  remain  Red  with  it,  but  fb  nauch  as  enters 
the  Silver,  again  becomes  black  Iron,  and  therefore  can 
give  no  Colour  to  the  Silver  ^  and  alfb  y  flies  away, 
and  fo  leaves  no  weight  to  the  Silver  :  Which 
celfus  hath  fufficiently  deferibed  in  his  Caelum  Thilofo- 
'pborum.  So  that  if  one  melt  unfixed  Metals  With 
Gold  and  Silver,  and  keep  them  together  never  fo 
long  in  the  Fire,  yet  notwithftanding  the  unfixed  Me¬ 
tals,  cannot  be  made  fixed  by  the  Gold  and  Silver, 
but  every  of  them  Would  again  be  found  in  the  Exa¬ 
men,  as  they  were  before.  But  if  One  Metal  fhould 
make  the  other  better,  they  ought  to  be  fpiritually 
conjpyned,  and  fo  the  Spirit  of  One  Metal  will  im¬ 
prove  the  other.  For  all  Philofophers  teftifie,  that  the 
fdetals  muft  fiift  be  reduced  to  their  firft  Matter,  that 
is,  they  muft  be  brought  into  a  fpiritual  being,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  tranfmuted  into  more  Noble,  by  Art. 
But  which  way  all  Metals  are  to  be  fpiritualized,  and 
brought  to  their  firft  Matter,  is  taught  in  my  Trea- 
tife  of  the  Haree  Principles  of  Ae/etals,  lately  publifhed, 
as  alfo  in  the  Seventh  part  of  my  Pharmacnpxa  Spagy- 
rica,  and  its  Appendix.  Now  if  one  would  Melio¬ 
rate,  or  improve,  the  im.perteft  Metals,  the  imperfecS 
combuftible  Sulphur  muft  firft  be  feparated  from 
them, that  onlv  thepureft  and  incombuftible  part,  t/.’Z. 
the  incombuftible  Sulphur  may  remain  ',  which  may 
be  done  by  feveral  ways  •,  as  by  Dilhllation,  and  Re- 
flilicatioR;  and  alfb  by  Aduftion,  and  Combuftion,  in 


which  nothing  periflieth,  but  tlie  combullible  and  un¬ 
profitable  part  ;  But  the  incombuftible  Cy!  ftill  re¬ 
mains,  and  doth  not  perifh  by  tlie  Fire  j  and  alfo  by 
Solutions,  Diftillations  and  Rectifications,  ail  tne  un¬ 
profitable  Feces  of  the  Metals  are  feparated,  and  there 
remains  oftlv  the  clean  QuintcfTence  of  the  Metals  < 
wMch  are  feparated  and  advanced  into  a  concentra¬ 
ted  Medicine.  It  his  Separation  ^f  the  unprofitabk 
and  combuftible  Sulphur,  from  the  incombullible,  an 
(3!d  Phildfophet  hath  nbtably  exprcffed  in  thefe  VerfeSi 


Ejl  impoffhile.  Sulphur  fine  Flamma  delere. 

Calcis  adttfttbile,  quod  prxftai  fojja  Miners.- 

Sulphur  impute,  rvscaydt  blot  nut, 

"I  ill  Circling  P' Limes  play  round  about 
Our  Oars  and  Calces  •,  for  tlfen  they 
Ihis  Jubtil  Fire  foribmth  obeyi 

Here  the  Philofopher  tells  us,  that  every  c^btl- 
buftible  may  be  burnt,  and  reduced  into  no¬ 

thing,  but  nO  otherwife,  than  by  a  kindled  and  com¬ 
buftible  Fire, by  whofe  Flame  nothing  that  isgood,buC 
only  the  fuperfluous  and  noxious  Siuphur  by  which  all 
the  inferiour  Metals  are  deftroyed  ,  is  taken  away. 
And  therefore  juftly  reputed  imperfeCf,  as  long,  and 
as  often,  until  this  unprofitable  Sulphur  is  taken  away 
from  them,  either  Particularly,  by  DifTolving  and  Co¬ 
agulating,  Diftilling  and  ReCfifing,  or  elfe  by  an  Uni- 
verfal  fixed  Mercury  by  projection,  by  which  meaiis 
the  hurtful  combuftible  Sulphur  is  fixed,  and,  without 
Combuftion,  tranfmuted  into  a  nobler  Metal.  For  this 
is  very  poffiblc,  that  any  combuftible  Sulphur,  by  an 
eafie  way  and  fmall  Charge,  and  in  a  fhort  time,  viz^ 
ill  one  day.  Particularly,  may  be  fo  fixed,  and  made 
conflant  in  the  Fire,  that,  without  being  burnt,  it  may 
be  able  to  endure  the  ftrongeft  Fire,  the  which  is  hand¬ 
led  more  at  large,  in  my  fhree  Principles  of  Metals. 
From  hence  it  follows,  that  no  imperfeCl  Metal  can 
be  tranfmuted,  with  Profit,  into  a  PerfeCf,  before  it 
be  free’d  from  its  combuftible  Sulphur, ■w'axch  rnay  be 
done  feveral  ways.  Now,  he  who  hath  a  mmd  to 
get  any  good, out  of  the  imperfeCl  Metals,  muft  learn 
how  to  feparate  their  unprofitable  either  by 

one  means  or  other,  as  I  have 
1  in  this,  viz.  in  the  Separation  of  the  combuftib  e  Sul- 
I  ph'ur,  from  the  incombuftible,  confifts  the  whole  Art; 
'which  every  one  ought  to  attend  without  other 
thoughts.  Now  after  we  have  underftood  out  ot  this 
Theory,  in  what  the  Melioration  of  the  Met^s  con¬ 
fifts,  or  how  it  muft  be  it  is  neceffary  to 

know  the  exaft  Pradice,  or  Procefs,  as  the  Operati- 
tionsfucceed  one  another  :  For  to  this  work  belongs, 
not  only  Diftillation  and  Rectification,  toTeparate  th6 
pure  from  the  impure,  but  alfo  the  moft  fubtil  and 
clean  parts,  after  they  are  feparated  from  their  Feces, 
mtift  be  made  fixed,  fubtiler,  and  conflant,  vez,  lo 

conflant,  that  the  Corroding  I,  may 
them,  but  agaioft  his  Will,  leave  thein  conflant  upon 
the  Cupel.  This  is  one  of  the  greateft  Secrets  in  Al- 
chymy,  yet  taken  notice  of  but  bv  few  and  therefore 
few  there  are  who  reap  any  Profit-  the 
part  of  Operators  are  perfuaded,  that  if  they  had  but 
Red  Metallick  Tin^ures,  that  they  could  immediate¬ 
ly  tinc^e  with  them,  but  in  the  end  they  have  under¬ 
ftood, "that  more  than  unfixed  TinClures  are  required^ 
It  is  an  eafie  Matter,  to  make  Red  TinClures  out  c-. 
Stones  and  Metals  :  But  thefe  arc  not 
xhs  Cupel,  without  true  Fixation,  which  the  Philolo- 
pheis  call  Perpetuation  in  th^  Fire.  Nothing  m  die 


World  can  tinge,  fo  that  the  tinged  Metal  can  endnie 
the  Cupel,  as  long  as  the  Tindure  is  (till  Metallick. 
For  whatfoever  is  made  out  of  Metals,  and  by  aftrong 
Fire  may  again  be  reduced  into  a  Metal,  cannot  be 
called  a  true  Tindlure,  for  whatfoever  yet  contains  a 
combultible  Sulphur,  perifheth  upon  the  Cupel  with 
Saturn,  and  nothing  abides,  but  what  is  totally  de¬ 
prived  of  that.  For  even  the  Saturn  contains  much 
combuftible  Sulphur,  therefore  he  fo  readily  ads  upon 
Sulphureous  Metals,  and  draws  them  with  himfelf  in¬ 
to  the  Cupel,  which  he  cannot  do  to  Gold  and  Silver. 
But  becaufe  we  alfo  know  this,  that  when  by  the  help 
of  common  fixed  Gold,  a  combuftible  and  fugacious 
Sulphur  is  well  united  and  fixed,  that  the  combuftible 
Sulphur  adheres  fo  clofely  fo  the  fixed  Gold,  that  it 
alfo  remains  fixed  with  it,  and  can  never  be  feparated 
from  it.  Now,  if  the  weight  and  proportion  be  well 
adjufted,  then  the  fixed  Sulphur  enters  with  the  Gold 
intoLune,  and  Tingcth  it  into  conftant  Gold.  But 
if  the  conjundion  of  the  Sulphur  and  Gold,  be  not 
well  made,  or  too  much  of  the  Sulphur  be  put  to  the 
Gold,  it  takes  away  the  Ingrefs  of  the  Gold,  fo  that 
it  remains  with  the  Saturn,  and  cannot  enter  the  Sil¬ 
ver.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  if  the  Sulphur  of 
^  ,  $  or  be  legitimately  united  with  G,  and  yet  be 
not  kept  long  enough  together,  it  will  produce  no 
good  and  therefore  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals  is 
not  fo  ealie  a  thing,  as  many  imagine  •,  it  is  not  enough 
to  make  a  Tindure  •,  to  fix  it,  is  more  >  and  to  give 
an  Ingrefs,  is  hardeft  of  all.  And  thefe  three  things 
ought  to  be  well  known,  if  one  would  efted  any  good 
in  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals. , 

Now  that  we  may  farther  hear, which  way  Tindures 
may  be  drawn  out  of  the  Red  Metals,  fixed,  and  made 
conftant  in  the  Fire,  and  how  to  give  them  an  Ingrefs, 
I  have  undertaken  to  Reveal  to  the  Lovers  of  Art. 
And  none  needs  to  doubt,  but  what  1  here  Write  arc 
my  own  Inventions,  which  I  have  not  only  once  or 
twice,  but  many  times  experimented,  and  always 
found  good,  although  in  fmall  quantities,  provided  no 
accident  hath  hindered  me.  If  a  Glafs  break  in  the 
labour,  or  a  Crucible  runs  out,  by  which  one  fufters 
iofs,  tliat  is  not  to  be  accounted  a  lofs,  becaufc  it  comes 
by  accident  and  not  from  the  Art,  and  therefure  not 
to  be  imputed  to  the  Art.  If  an  Art  be  never  fo  well 
deferibed,  and  an  Unskilful  Workman  intermeddle 
with  it,  the  Work  may  be  eafily  Ipoiled,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  fault  cannot  juftly  be  charged  upon  the  Art, 
as  it  is  too  often  done.  1  fhall  here  acquit  my  felf  of 
this  unjuft  charge,  if  out  of  a  good  Intention  I  here 
difeover  the  Art,  as  I  have  often  done,  without  con¬ 
cealing  any  Manual  Operation,  and  hereafter  (hall  not 
care  what  Ill  Men  fay  or  judge  of  it, if  any  one,  through 
his  want  of  Skill,  Ihould  lofe  his  labour.  I  here 
Write  nothing,  but  what  I  have  often  done  my  felf, 
and  found  good  for  what  fhould  move  me  to  pub- 
Ii(h  any  falfe  thing,  that  might  feduce  others  to  la¬ 
bour  in  vain,  even  when  I  am  ready  to  dye  >  I  never 
fought  any  Profit  by  any  of  my  Writings,  no,  not 
when  I  was  young,  and  might  have  occalion  for  it. 
And  now,  when  both  my  Feet  are  in  a  manner  in  the 
Grave,  and  I  am  certain  not  to  live  much  longer  ,  al¬ 
though  I  am  heart-whole,  nor  find  1  any  dolour  about 
me,  yet  my  Limbs  being  weak,  I  am  forced  to  keep  in 
my  Bed,  where  I  Write  this.  1  fay,  Why  fiiould  I, 
fo  near  my  end,  write  any  thing  hurtful  to  my  Soul  ? 

I  write  this  for  my  farewel,  to  do  good  to  the  World, 
even  as  the  Swan,  when  fhe  is  near  her  death,  fings 
a  pleafant  Song,  and  fuch  I  would  that  every  one 
fhould  take  thefe  my  laft  Wriungs  to  be.  Biu  if  it 
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ftull  plcafe  God,  I  hope  this  will  not  be  the  laft  j  i 
which  is  only  a  fmall  Work,  to  fhew  the  probability 
and  verity  of  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  and  to  ! 
help  SkiKul  Chymifts  to  great  Riches.  hutifGcd 
ftiall  yet  fparc  my  Life,  I  fhall  write  of  higher  matters,  •  i 
and  fliew  fuch  a  light  to  the  blind  World,  as  hath  not  ^ 

yet  been  revealed  by  any  Man.  In  he  mean  time,  I  I 

dcliie  the  Ingenious  very  well  to  confider  this  parti-  I 
cular,  and  to  try  his  Fortune,  every  thing  is  eafie  to 
be  done,  and  needs  no  beating  of  the  Brain,  for  aft  ; 

the  labour  is  clearly  laid  down,  without  any  referve,  | 

therefore  I  would  have  none  be  fo  arrogant,  as  to  im¬ 
pute  the  fault  to  me,  if  he  mifs  his  Intention,  but  ra~  j 
ther  to  himfelf,  through  his  own  unskilfulncfs  orneg-  | 
ligence.  Yet  this  is  alfi)  to  be  confidered.  That  foitie- 
times  a  true  skilful  and  diligent  Operator  iannot  inii-  j 
tjte  an  eafie  thing,  being  hindered  by  the  Almight'y,  ‘ 
who  for  certain  Rcafons  keeps  his  Hand  over  it,  and 
will  not  let  every  Man  grow  Rich. 

Notv  follows  the  Fundamental  Vrocefs,  how  to  mah^  good  | 
Gold  out  of  Silver,  with  profit,  and  how  to  feparate, 
after  a  particular  manner,  good  Gold  and  Silver,  out 
of  Iron,  Copper,  Tin  and  Lead. 

A  pound  of  Steel  Wicr,  more  or  Icfs,  according 
as  you  will  begin  your  Work  in  a  greater  or  leffer 
quantify,  diffolve  it  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  filter  the  DilTo- 
lution,  and  abftraft  the  Phlegm  from  the  Solution,  in 
Sand,  for  in  the  Abftratftion  there  will  come  over  no 
acidity,  (  becaufe  the  Mars  holds  it  after  a  Magnetick 
manner  J  but  yet  this  is  net  without  virtue ,  for  it 
carries  over  with  it  felf  a  very  fubtle  Martial  Spirit, 
of  which  a  little  put  into  ones  Mouth,  penetrates  the 
Tongue,  fb  that  the  tafte  thereof  remains  long  after. 

And  this  penetrating  tafte  and  fmell,  is  nothing  elfe 
but  the  molt  fubtle  Narcotick  Sulphur  of  Mars,  which 
is  fet  at  liberty  in  the  Solution,  and  carried  over  with 
the  fweet  W'ater,  in  the  deflegming.  If  doth  won¬ 
ders  in  Internal  Obftrudions  y  and  Externally  it  eaf- 
eth  all  Pains,  becaufe  it  is  Narcotick  and  Stupefadtive  y 
It  lerveth  for  Phyficians  and  Chyrurgeons  in  many 
cafes,  but  becaufe  I  have  already  written  of  this,  I 
need  not  here  repeat  it.  And  this  you  ought  to  note, 
that  you  draw  not  olf  the  Phlegm  to  drynefs,  but  the 
Solution  of  S  muft  remain  in  form  of  an  Oyl.  This 
fweet  Oyl  of  <?  is  the  0 pake  Free  of  Virgil,  from  which 
he  hath  taught  us  to  pluck  its  Golden  Branches,  and 
how  this  is  to  be  done,  he  hath  alfo  obfourcly  hinted, 
but  I  here  publilh  it  plainly.  Virgil  faith,  that  thofe 
Golden  Branches  are  the  gift  of  Troferpina,  but  what 
was  to  be  underftood  by  this  Proferpina,  which  the 
Heathens  have  faid  to  be  the  Wife  of  Pluto,  is  not 
here  exprelTed,  but  only  this,  that  this  Golden  Branch 
was  Confecrated  to  the  Goddefs  Juno.  He  that  will 
have  the  foundation  of  thofe  Pleatheniili  Gods,  cannot 
better  accomplift)  his  Defire,  than  by  Reading  the  laft 
Edition  of  the  Ditftionary  of  Eight  Languages,  writ¬ 
ten  by  y^mhrofm  Ca^epine,  for  there  he  will  find  many 
curious  fccrets  of  the  Ancient  Poets  illuftrated.  Now  ; 
concerning  Proferpina,  many  Philofophers  and  Chy¬ 
mifts  underftand  the  Corrofive  Oyl  or  Butter  of  yin-> 
//w^w^,of  which  I  have  already  made  mention,  although 
obfourcly,  in  my  Treatife  J)e  Sale  Philofophornm,  but 
fiiall  here  give  it  you  more  plainly.  Now,  if  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  due  weight,  you  put  fome  of  this  Proferpina 
to  the  Solution  of  Mars,  and  unite  them  well  toge¬ 
ther,  and  then  diftil  this  mixture  by  a  Glafs  Retort 
well  Coated,  there  firft  comes  over  a  certain  unprofi¬ 
table  Humidity,  then  a  white  Oyl  of  jdntimony,  which 
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is  to  be  kept  by  it  felf,  and  when  you  fee  yellow  drops 
begin  to  fall,  you  muft  then  change  your  Receiver, 
then  give  a  Ihonger  Fire,  and  the  Fr^tferpha  brings 
over  with  it  felf  the  Tincture  of  Adurs,  as  red  as 
Blood.  This  Elood-red  Oyl  of  Ad^rs  and  Anttmo>ty 
is  the  Golden  Branch-,  plucked  from  the  obfcure  Tree, 
■u  which  may  ealily  be  fixed  into  a  particular  TiruS’ure, 
p  as  wc  fhall  hear  anon.  Now  when  you  have  pulled 

ji  One  Golden  Branch,  you  may  alfo  pluck  a  fecond  and 

,|j  third,  for  they  will  eafily  follow.  As  for  the  manner 
p  of  plucking  more  fuch  Golden  Branches,  it  is  thus: 
jj  You  mufl  dilTolve  the  remaining  6  with  Spirit  of  Salt, 
I  and  there  will  remain  many  Feces,  but  the  Solution 
iji  will  be  clearer  and  better  than  the  firft,  although  lefs 

I  in  quantity  :  Now,  after  (as  I  told  you  before)  you 

f  have  put  to  it  the  due  quantity  of  Butter  of  Antimony 
pj  for  which  purpofe  that  which  came  over  in  thefirft 
I  Diftillation  will  well  ferve,  and  when  you  have  driven 
f:.{  this  over  by  a  Retort  as  before,  the  Proferpina  again 

jfj  brings  over  more  of  the  Tincture  in  a  Blood-red  Oyl, 

I'  which  may  as  the  firft,  be  fixed  into  a  TincSure.  Af- 

li  ter  this  manner  you  may  pluck  many  Branches,  one 
' jl'  after  another,  but  it  is  not  convenient,  becauf^  the 

|j  Solution  of  Mars  is  diminifhed  by  every  Diftillation, 
and  at  length  your  Bftmches  would  be  very  fmall  •, 
therefore  it  is  better  when  you  have  plucked  the  firft 
Branch,  to  go  to  another  Tree,  and  there  to  pluck  a 
j  Golden  Branch,  for  the  Tree  is  not  £b  precious,  and 
you  may  colled  the  Trees  from  which  you  have  pulled 
,  the  Branches,  and  difiblve  them  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  and 
*  then  pluck  from  them  more  Branches.  Proferpinahzth 
'  learned  this  fpoiling  and  bearing  away,  of  her  Huf- 
1  band  Fluto^  for  he  ftole  Froferpina  from  her  Parents, 
i  and  carried  her  with  him  into  Hell,  and  made  her  his 
Wife.  N.  B,  Pinto  carried  Froferpina  into  Hell,  but 
Froferpina  doth  the  contrary,  carrying  the  dead  Bodies 
:  and  Souls  out  of  Hell.  For  (he  hath  her  Original  only 
from  the  Spirit’  and  Salt  of  the  World,  which  Spirit 
and  Salt  of  the  World  have  power  to  carry  the  Souls 
1  of  the  dead  Bodies  out  of  Hell,  as  you  may  fee  in  the 
'  Books  of  Philofophcrs  which  fay. 

Sal  &  Spiritm  Mundi^  ducum  Anima  Mortuorum  ex 
Orco. 

The  Salt  and  Spirit  of  the  World,  bring  the  Souls 
j  of  the  Dead  out  of  Hell. 

Let  this  fuffice  concerning  the  bringing  over  the  Me- 
tallick  Souls  or  Tindtures,  which  is  done  by  Profer- 
pina.  But  there  is  yet  other  ways  to  draw  out  the 
Tindures  of  Metals  out  of  Red  Bodies,  and  they  are 
chiefly  to  be  had  by  means  of  our  fecret  Sal  Armo- 
;  niack^  in  a  far  greater  quantity,  than  by  the  help  of 
Froferpina,  which  is  fomewhat  troublefome,  but  yet 
thefe  are  more  eafily  and  perfedly  acquired  by  our  Al- 
caheft.  Now,  after  we  have  heard  how  to  draw 
Tinctures  out  of  Metals  and  Minerals  by  the  help  of 
Froferpina,  it  is  further  necelTary  to  know  how  to  fix 
{  thofe  Volatile  Tindures,  fo  that  they  may  not  only 

I  endure  the  ftrongeft  Fire,  to  which  they  may  eafily  be 

-  i  brought,  but  that  is  not  enough,  they  muft  be  made 

Sio  fixed,  that  the  Corroding  Saturn  may  not  have 
power  to  injure  them  upon  the  Cupel  ■,  if  that  be  not 
done,  thefe  Tindures  can  profit  nothing  to  Metals.  I 
have  feen  very  many  who  very  well  know,  how  to  Ex- 
^1  trad  Tindure?  out  of  Man^  Veniu,  Vitriol  and  An- 
||  timony,  but  they  wanted  the  Fixation,  the  perpetua¬ 
tion  upon  the  Cupel,  and  alfo  Ingrefs,  and  therefore 
i/'l:  they  could  do  ilothing  with  them.  Thefe  following 
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ancient,  Verfis  arc  read  by  many,  but  underftood  by 
few,  viz. 

.  Fixum  ji  fohes,  facitfque  volare  folutum 
&  volucrem  figes,  faciet  te  vivere  tutam. 

If  fhou  diliblve  that  which  is  fi.xed,  and  render  it  Vo¬ 
latile,  '• 

And  again  fix  the  Volatile,  thou  (haft  not  want. 

^  We  have  proceeded  according  to  this  Verfe,  in  ma¬ 
king  the  fixed  Iron  Volatile,  although  we  have  not 
yet  again  rendered  the  Volatile  fixed  and  confiant  up¬ 
on  the  Cupel,  The  Fixation  requires  but  little  Art,  fo 
that  it  may  abide  the  Fire,  but  fo  make  it  abide  the 
Cupel  is  a  great  Art,  and  cannot  be  done  by  idl^  talk¬ 
ing,  but  by  a  fundamental  knowledge,  without  which 
all  is  in  vain. 

Now  concerning  the  Fixation  of  thbfc- ''Volatile 
Tindlures,  fb  as  to  abide  the  Cupel,  I  have  T  thanks 
to  God  )  often  experimented,  and  have  already  com¬ 
municated  to  fome  who  are  Carious,  out  of  kjndnefs, 
whofe  fuccefs  I  do  not  yet  know.  This  Fixation 
cannot  be  effeded  without  Common  Gold,  for  when 
Gold  in  a  liquid  form  according  to  a  due  proportion, 
is  mixed  and  radically  conjoyned  with  the  Tindture, 
and  caft  into  Hell  to  Pluto,  and  Pluto  finds  his  dear 
Confort  deeply  in  love  with  the  Anima  of  Mars,  or 
this  Beautiful  Hermaphroditical  Youth,  he  burns  with 
Jealoufie,  fo  that  he  bends  them  fo  elefe  together,  as 
they  can  never  afterwards  be  parted  by  Saturn.  But 
wherefoever  one  of  thefe  three  goeth,  draweth  the 
other  two  with  it.  And  becaufe  they  are  alfo  con- 
ftantly  together,  as  if  it  were  one  Spirit  and  Tindurc 
united  to  the  fixed  Body  of  Gold,  therefore  they  have 
an  eafie  admittance  into  the  Chamber  of  the  Queen 
Tiiana  ',  for  Diana  doth  by  no  means  (hut  out  her  dear- 
eft  King  Apollo,  but  willingly  admits  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  fhe  is  recompenfed  with  all  the  Treafures  which  he 
hath  received  from  his  true  and  Warlike  Servant,  Mars : 
And  of  this,  by  Neptunes  help,  fhe  hath  made  her  felf 
a  glorious  and  conflant  Red  Garment,  which  neither 
Water  nor  Fire,  nor  the  old  and  envious  Saturn  can 
fpeil  her  of.  Here  I  have  Fundamentally  deferibed  the 
Fixation  of  the  Martial  and  Antimonial  Tindfure, 
clearly  without  any  refervation,  yet  fomewhat  enig¬ 
matically,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  Poets.  He. 
that  doth  but  a  little  confider,  cannot  fail,  but  muft 
comprehend  it,  if  he  hath  but  a  moderate  Capacity, 
except  God  fhall  prohibite  him. 

Now  let  us  further  fee,  what  may  be  further  done 
with  our  Red  Oyl  of  (J ,  and  J,  in  Phyfick  and  AI- 
chyray.  When  we  powr  upon  this  Oyl  our  Alcahef, 
and  again  draw  off  the  Liquor  by  a  Retort  with  a 
gentle  heat,  and  at  length  give  a  ftronger  Fire,  the 
moft  fubtle  and  cleanett  part  of  the  Tindlure  will 
come  over,  and  the  groffeft  part  will  remain  behind, 
which  is  an  Univerfal  Purge.  The  fubtle  part,  may 
yet  be  made  purer  and  nobler  by  Redlification,  and 
this  you  may  afterwards  dulcify  from  its  Salt,  and  dry 
the  Anima  Martis  and  Antimonij,  then  put  it  into  a 
Glafs,  and  with  an  eafie  Sand-Fire  melt  it  into  a  Red 
Stone,  for  this  Stone  melts  as  eafily  as  Wax,  and  hath 
as  eafie  Ingrefs  into  all  Metals,  as  Oyl  hath  into  dry 
Leather.  This  Stone  hath  not  its  equal,  for  if  is  better 
than  the  Fire-Stone  of  Baftlm,  it  is  better  than  But¬ 
lers  Stone,  to  which  Helment  hath  aferibed  fuch  Won¬ 
ders.  Of  this  Stone  and  its  incredible  Virtues,  which 
it  fliews  in  Phyfick,  I  (hall  treat  at  large  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Treatife.  This  Treaiife  fhall  Difeourfe  of 

three 


r rosb%vihb:  Or, 


Part  in 


^8 


three  unknown  Fires,  and  Stones;  Frft  of  t!ic  fecret 
fire  of  the  ancient  Philofophers,  which  is  called  the 
Ftre  of  Artephins.,  by  Virtue  of  which  fccret  Fire,  is 
generated  the  vegetable,  Animal  and  Mineral  Hone  of 
Philofophers,  and  alfo  particularly  out  of  all  Vege¬ 
tables,  Animals,  and  Minerals,  their  QuintefTence, 
or  higheh  Power,  without  the  help  of  any  common 
Fire,  without  Furnace,  GlafTes ,  or  any  other  known 
Chymical  Inftrurnents ,  is  to  be  obtained  in  a  few 
hours,  W’ithout  any  Labour  or  Coft  ;  And  aH'o  things 
incredible  and  unheard  of  are  by  it  brought  to  pafs 
of  which  great  Secret,  no  Philofopher  hath  hitherto 
made  the  leaft  mention as  the  before  cited  Treatife 
will  fufliciently  teftifie.  The  fecond  Fire  is  like  to  it, 
viz.  the  fame  with  which  the  Ifraelites  in  old  time 
did  fet  Fire  to  their  Sacrifices,  which  their  PrieHs, 
when  they  were  to  go  into  the  Babylonif  Captivity, 
did  hide  in  dry  hole  in  the  Earth  j  and  many  years 
after,  when  they  were  releafed  from  their  Captivity, 
and  returned,  they  found  not  a  Fire,  but  inflead  of  it  a 
Vifcom  water,  which  they  poured  upon  their  Sacri¬ 
fice,  and  it  kindled  it,  as.  well  as  if  it  had  been  done 
by  the  fccret  heavenly  Fire,  of  which  you  may  read 
more  in  the  Maccabeus.  This  fecret  Fire  of  the  An¬ 
cient  Caldeans  is  alfo  comparable  to  the  Mthereal 
Fire,  of  W’hich  Meteors,  Thunder  and  Lightning  are 
generated,  and  alfo  the  Thunderbolts  thcmfelves,  which 
are  calf  down  upon  the  Earth,  to  the  great  affonifh- 
ment  of  Mankind.  Hermes  hath  very  well  faid,  that 
what  is  above  is  alfo  below,  which  is  proved  by  the 
fecret  Fire  of  the  Caldeans.  For  by  a  light,  plain  and 
cheap  Art,  one  may  eafily  produce  the  fame  Light¬ 
ning  fire, together  with  the  Thunder,  here  upon  Earth  i 
of  which  the  following  Book  fhall  treat  more  fully. 
And  therefore  to  that  I  refer  the  Reader.  I  could 
not  but  here  touch  a  little  at  thefc  three  Principal 
Fires,  by  which  are  generated  the  three  chief  Jewels 
of  the  World,  that  the  Enquirer  after  the  Wifdom  of 
God  may  know,  what  great  Mj  fteries  of  God  are  to  be 
imparted  hereafter  to  the  ungrateful  World,  before  I 
publifh  this  Book  of  Fires  and  Stones.  Now  to  return 
to  our  particular,  and  fee  by  what  means  our  Red  Oyl 
of  Mars  and  Antimony  may  be  Coagulated,  after  a 
nearer  way,  into  a  tinging  Stone,  with  which  Silver 
particularly,  with  all  other  inferiour  Metals,  may  be 
Meliorated,  that  out  of  them  may  be  had  good  Gold 
and  Silver  with  profit.  And  alfo,  how  by  it  the  Tin- 
<^lures  of  Stones,  both  noble  and  ignoble,  may  be 
drawn  out  of  them,  and  after  the  TintSture  is  drawn 
out,  to  incorporate  it  with  Silver,  and  Colour  it.  And 
alfo,  all  precious  Stones  exalted  in  their  natural  Co¬ 
lour,  and  if  their  Colour  be  too  high,  it  may  be  di- 
minifbed,  and  the  Stone  rendred  more  precious,  and 
how  this  is  to  be  done,  the  following  Praefice  will 
reveal.  The  fecond  and  eafier  way,  how  to  bring  our 
tinging  Red  Oyl  of  Mars  and  Antimony  into  an  hard, 
fweet,  and  not  Corrofive  Stone,  is  this. 

In  the  foregoing  Appendix,  I  have  faid  fomewhat 
of  the  Coagulation  ol  the  tharp  Spirits,  of  Metals 
and  Minerals,  and  have  proved,  that  fuch  Coagula¬ 
tion  is  to  -be  made  by  the  help  of  Old,  cold  and  dry 
Saturn.,  but  becaufe  I  did  not  there  declare,  how  it  is 
to  be  eflfefted,  I  think  fit  to  do  it  here,  and  it  is  thus. 
All  Liquors  or  moifl  things,  if  they  are  to  be  dryed, 
then  the  rnoillure  muft  be  drawn  off  from  the  thicker 
part  by  an  eafie  hear,  and  then  the  thicker  part  re¬ 
mains  by  it  fclf,  and  is  ufed  according  to  ics  Appro¬ 
priation,  as  we  know,  that  Aloes.,  Afyrrh,  Opium.,  and 
all  other  Gums  a.nd  Juices  were  thin  at  the  firli,  and 
were  inTpifTated  into  concrete  Juices,  by  the  Sun  or 


Fire.  It  is  true,  fuch  an  InfipifTatson  of  vegetable 
juices  is  eafily  dune  in  this  manner  but  Mineral  ] 

diilillcd  Spirits,  and  Corrofive  Oyls,  cannot  he  thuS  \ 

dryed,  for  they  will  endure  heat,  but  if  you  give  too  1 

great  a  heat,  they  will  fly  away  and  not  be  thickned,  I 

as  you  may  fee  in  Oyl  of  Vitriol.,  which  by  it  felf  Can  f 

never  be  dryed,  although  it  be  never  fo  long  kept  i.n  | 

heat.  But  if  you  will  have  it  dry,  you  mult  add  i 

fomething  to  it  which  is  more  than  dry,  and  hath  aE 
fo  power  to  exficcate  moifture.  We  fee  in  the  ba¬ 
king  of  Bread,  when  we  put  water  to  the  Flour,  and 
mix  them  Together  to  make  Dough,  and  of  that  bake  ! 
Bread,  that  the  Flour,  although  it  bgdfy,  yet  it  can¬ 
not  retain  with  it  ftlf  the  Water,  in  a  hot  Oven,  for 
that  perfcdly  flies  away  from  the  Meal  by  the  hear, 
and  if  the  Fire  be  cncreafed,  all  the  moiffurc  would  || 
be  gone,  and  only  the  Meal  remain  in  form  of  a  dry 
Earth,  having  quite  loft  the  form  of  Bread,-  bccaufc 
the  Meal  was  not  radically  united  with*  the  watery 
and  therefore  they  could  not  endure  the  heat  toge¬ 
ther.  If  one  take  a  dry  Earth,  Sand  or  Powder  of  al 
Stone,  and  put  water  to  it,  the  dry  Earth  will  im¬ 
bibe  the  water,  and  to  the  Eye  reduce  it  into  Earth, 
but  this  is  not  conftant.  for  if  you  diftil  this  Earth' 

I  by  a  Retort,  all  the  added  wat?r  will  again  come  over,- 
and  leave  the  Earth  alone,  but  this  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  common  water.  But  fuppofe,  one  fhould  add 
a  heavy  Mineral  water  as  ol.  Vitrioli  to  a  dry  Earth, 
and  fhould  commit  this  mixture  to  the  Fire,  in  hopes, 
that  the  dry  Earth  fhould  retain  with  ft  felf  the  Cor¬ 
rofive  Oyl  of  Vitriol.,  ar.,d  alfo  reduce  it  into  a  dry 
Earth,  it  would  prove  a  miftake,  for  the  Oyl  of  Vi¬ 
triol,  in  a  fufficient  heat,  would  wholly  forfake  the 
Earth,  becaufe  the  Earth  is  dead,  and  hath  no  Sym- 
pathetick,  or  Magnetick  power,  to  conjoyn  it  felf  ra¬ 
dically  with  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  fo  as  to  remain  toge¬ 
ther  conftant  in  the  Fire  i  but  fuch  an  Earth,  whicU  ' 
by  an  innate  Love  dfaws  the  Oyl  of  Vhriol  to  it  felf, 
and  endures  with  it  in  heat,  or  cold  without  Separa¬ 
tion,  maft  proceed  from  the  fame  Original  with  ir, 
for  every  thing  loves  its  like,  and  hateth  what  is  un¬ 
like  to  if.  Now,  becaufe  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol  proceeds  || 
from  a  Mineral  kind,  therefore  it  loves  the  Metals, 
but  no  common  Earth  or  Stones,  for  it  hath  no  affini-  i 
ty  with  them.  Now  if  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol  be  to  be 
converted  into  an  hard  Mineral  ftone,  it  muft  be  done 
by  its  like,  to  wit,  by  Metals,  and  by  fuch  Metals  as 
are  moft  nearly  related  to  it,  viz.  the  MetaJs  that  are 
yet  imperfedt ,  for  all  Metals  and  Minerals  proceed 
from  the  fame  Root,  and  therefore  they  all  Jove  one 
another,  yet  one  Metal  loves  Oyl  of  Vitriol  more  than 
another,  and  tbe  immature  Metals,  better  than  the 
ripe  ones.  For  although  Gold  and  Silver  alfo  love 
Oyl  of  Vitriol,  yet  they  doit  by  Compulfion,  and  not 
out  of  true  Love,  for  they  are  very  difficultly  dilTolv’d 
by  it,  becaufe  they  have  put  off  their  vitriolick  Na¬ 
ture  in  their  Fixation  :  On  the  contrary.  Mars  and 
Venus  have  not  yet  fo  done,  and  therefore  they  ea¬ 
fily.  alTume  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  and  are  diffolved  by  if, 
becaufe  it  was  driven  out  of  their  Body  by  the  fores 
ol  Fire,  therefore  one  might  fay,  that  Mars  and  Ee- 
mis  were  the  true  Metals,  and  eafieft  to  Coagulate  the  I 
Oyl  of  Vitriol  and  Antimony,  and  to  fix  them  into  a 
Stone,  yet  this  is  not  fb,  for  Mars  and  Venus  are  of 
a  grofs  Nature ,  and  have  too  much  unprofitable  1 
Earth,  which  may  eafily  be  feen  by  their  difficult  .  : 
melting  in  the  Fire.  Then  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Snail  ' 
Saturn  or  Jupiter  do  it,  both  which  are  of  an  ealic 
Fufidn  f  Or,  (hall  Mercury  do  it,  which  is  abvays  Li¬ 
quid  ?  I  anfwer,  that  Mercury  cannot  Coagulate,  no?  ; ' 
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make  fixed, becaufe  he  himfelf  is  not  fixed,  nor  Coa¬ 
gulated.  Neither  can  do  it,  for  although  he 

is  fluxible  and  dry,  yet  he  is  catily  tranfmutable  by  a 
final!  Fire,  into  an  infiuxible  Earth,  which  cannot 
again  be  reduced  intoafluxible  MetalUck’Qodv^  :  W’hat 
then,ihaU  defpifed  Saturndo  (  may  one  ask  )  who 
is  unfixed  himfelf?  and  which  way  is  it  then  poflible 
for  him  to  fix  a  Body,  which  is  more  fluid  than  him- 
fclf  ?  To  this  1  anfwer,  that  the  Fixity  is  not  the 
only  caufe  of  the  Coagulation  of  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol, 
for  then  this  Coagulation  might  be  eafielt  performed, 
by  Gold  and  Silver,  which,  yet  is  not  done,  and 
therefore  this  Coagulation  of  Corrofive  Spirits  muft 
be  done  by  dry  MetaHick  Subjetas.  Now  We  know 
very  well ,  that  abong  all  the  Metals  Sattirn  is  the 
dried  s  of  which  Paracelfits  write’s  very  well  in  his 
Book  of  Vexations,  which  I  have  already  alledged, 
and  confirmed  in  the  foregoing  Appendix,  ^vxrPhar- 
mcaopaa  Spagyr,  Pars  7. 3  It  is  alfb  true,  that  a  better 
Coagulator,  of  all  Corrofive  Mineral  Spirits  cannot  be 
found,  than  old,  cold,  and  dtY  Saturn for  by  his  great 
drynefs  he  Coagulateth  the  m.oift  Mineral  Spirits  i  by 
his  great  innate  fweetnefsi  he  dulcifies  all  Corrofives  •, 
and  by  his  fiuxible  Sulphur,  he  renders  all  influxible 
Metallicli  Subjedfs ,  fluxiblfe.  Now  we  need  nothing 
more  to*  bur  Red  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  Mars  and  Antimony, 
but  that  it  be  Coagulated  into  a  hard,  fweet  and  fu- 
filc  Stone,  which  Coagulation  can  only  be  done  By 
Saturn,  and  by  no  other  Metal  or  Mineral,  ^  which  I 
have  fufficiently  proved  in  the  before  mention’d  Appen¬ 
dix,  and  alfo  in  my  Book  of  the  Ihree  Principles  of 
Metals.  Now  wc  have  fufficiently  underftood,  that 
the  Coagulation  and  Dulcincation  of  our  Red  Corro¬ 
five  Oyl  of  and  J  into  a  futile  Red  Stone,  can  on¬ 
ly  be  done  by  the  Help  of  the  Old,  Cold,  and,  of  all 
Fools,  defpifed  Saturn.  Concerning  the  Nature  and 
Property  of  Saturn,  it  would  not  be  here  amifs,  to 
fay  fomewhat  of  it  s  But  becaufe  P aracelfus  hath  al¬ 
ready  fufficiently  done  it,  in  hk  Cxlum  Philofophorum, 
and  I  have  already  confirmed  it  in  the  foremeritioned 
Appendix ,  I  think  it  here  uncecetfary  to  add  any 
more.  Yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  fay  this,  that  Saturn 
naturally  contains  yet  a  good  quantity  of  the  Corro¬ 
five  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  which  doth  riot  vaniffi  in  melting, 
nor  cannot  be  eafier  perceived,  than  when  other  Metals 
are  added  to  him  upon  the  Cupel.,  how  foon  he  fwal- 
lows  them,  and  draws  them  with  himfelf  into  the 
Cupel,  except  Gold  and  Silver,  which  he  cannot  touch, 
becaufe  they  have  no  radical  Communion  with  him, 
but  are  clcanfed  by  Nature  from  their  fupetfluous  Sul¬ 
phur,  fbr  this  devouring  Wolf  Saturn,  can  confume 
nothing,  but  the  combuftible  Sulphur  of  Metals,  but 
the  incombuftible  fixed  Sulphur  and  Mercury,  he  can¬ 
not  touch,  as  appears  in  Gold  and  Silver.  The  an¬ 
cient  Philofophets  painted  Saturn,  as  an  Old  Man, 
with  one  foot  on  a  Wooden  ftilt,  having  in  one  hand 
a  Sythe  or  Sickle,  and  in  his  other  hand  a  Child,  which 
he  puts  to  his  mouth  to  devour  it.  By  this  they  would 
intimate  the  devouring  Nature  of  Saturn,  which  they 
have  alfo  expreffed  in  thefe  Words,  Falx  ejus  Mor¬ 
dax  eft,  he  hath  a  (harp  Sickle,  beware  of  him,  for 
he  hath  no  mercy,  which  1  have  found  to  be  true,' 
not  only  by  the  Cupel ,  that  he  Corrodes  and  cats 
through  them,  for  he  Corrodes  Sand  and  Stones,  and 
reduceth  them  into  a  tranfparent  Glafs  ^  if  he  doth 
this  by  his  own  Nature,  what  will  he  not  do,  when 
his  Sythe  is  rvhetted  by  the  Corrofive  O  d  of  Vitriol^ 
Certainly  he  can  do  ten  times  more  ;  I  have  experi¬ 
mented  it,  he  that  will  know  it,  may  alfo  do  the  fame  : 
By  him  we  waffi  and  cieanfe  common  Gold  and  Sil¬ 


ver  on  the  Cupel,  bur  riiat  Gold  and  Silver,  which  is 
H  ill  hid  in  the  imperfedt  Metals,  as  Mars,  Veni/s,  and 
fupiter,  as  alfo  in  the  vile  Minerals  and  Stones,  which 
is  liil!  clofely  tyed  to  the  combufiiblc  Sulphur,  hese  iht 
common  Saturn  is  too  weak  and  can  make  no  Separa¬ 
tion.  On  the  contrary,  ours  can  effiedl:  it  very  well, 
and  therefore  1  commend  him  ,  for  after  his^  Sythe 
is  whetted  by  the  Corrofive  Oyl  of  Vitriol, ^  if  then 
one  handle  any  Metal,  or  Mineral  with  liim  in  a  Cru¬ 
cible,  he  will  in  a  moment  eat  a  hols  through  it,  and 
run  out Nay,  it  one  ffiould  put  two  or,  three  Cru-^ 
cibles  one  into  another,  he  would  do  the  fame,  but  it 
one  call  fomewhat  before  him,  to  fatiate  his  Wolf- 
like  Appetite,  then  he  leaves  the  Crucibles  whole,  but 
doth  what  the  Artifl  would  have  him,  and  is  ufed  as 
a  tame  Wolf,  devours  the  Sheep  no  more,  but  keeps 
them  from  other  devouring  Wolves-  ,  . 

Before  I  could  bring  him  to  that  pafs,  to  prevent 
his  biting,  I  ftyed  many  forts  of  VeiTels  to- hold  him, 
nay  I  have  put  him  upon  a  Xeft  made  of  bone  Affies. 
’Tis  true,  he  did  not  eat  in,  but  remained  fixt  upoti 
the  Cupel  like  Silver,  and  would  npt  Coppel ,  by 
which  I  perceived,  that  any  common  Lead ,  by  help 
of  the  Red  oyl  of  Mars  ^nd'  Antimony,  may  in  a  ve-r 
ry  fiiort  time,  not  orily  be  reduced  into  Gold  and 
Silver,  but  alfo  be  fixed  into  a  (rue  Tindure,  which 
I  have  fufficiently  ffiewn  in  the  foregoing  Appendix, 
that  fome  of  The  ancient  Philofophers  have  made 
their  tinging  Stone  out  of  Saturn.  ^  But  fetting  this 
afide,  becaufe  I  yet  never  went  fo  far ,  but  I  ffiould 
not  think  it  at  all  difficult,  to  make  an  univerfal  Tin- 
dure,  to  tranfmute  all  the  Metals  into  perfed  Gold 
and  Silver  out  of  Saturn,  vskh  the  Red  Oyl  of  $  and 
5,  if  my  weaknefs  of  Body  would  permit.  But  I 
concern  not  my  felf  about  that,  but  leave  it  to  thofe 
that  are  younger,  for  I  can  eafier  come  to  an  univer¬ 
fal  Tindure,  by  the  help  of  the  fecret  Fire  of  Philo- 
phers,  than  by  Saturn  ■,  but  in  the  particular  Tra^f- 
mutation  of  Metals ,  I  have, performed  ma^htngs 
with  the  Stone  of  as  the  following  PradicTffiewetfo 

1 

Norp  foUorveth  the  eafie  Coagulation  of  our  Ked  Oyl  of 
Mars  and  Antimony,  into  d  Red,  Sweet,  and  fluxi-- 
bk  Stone. 

Some  Pounds  of  common  Lead,  melt  it,  and 
pour  it  out  into  a  long  Ingot ,  and  rafp  ^s  much 
thereof  as  need  ffiall  require-,  take  of  this  a  Pound  or 

more,  and  put  it  into  a  Glafs  Retort  w elf coaoedj 

pour  to  it  half  the  quantity  of  the  Red  Oyl  of  d  and 
t,  fet  it  in  a  Sand  Cupel,  ind  give  Fire  gently  by  de- 
erees,  and  there  will  come  over  no  Red  Oyl,  but  on¬ 
ly  a  clear  and  infipid  Water,  and  all  the  ffiarpnefs, 
with  the  Red  Tindure,  will  remain  wuth  the  fi.  It 
you  break  the  Retort, you  will  find  no  Saturn,  h'at  this 
Red;  Tinging,  and  eafie  melting  Stone,  of  fuch  Vir¬ 
tues  as  I  have  told  you  before.  Now  if  you  will 
make  ufe  of  this  Stone  for  the  particular  Meliorating 
of  the  inferiour  Metals,  as  alfo  for  noble  and  ignoble 
Stories,  you  muft  powder  it,  and  rnix  it  with  the 
Metallick,  Affies,  and  melt  them,  and  you  will  find 
the  good  Metal  to  be  feparated  from  the  reft,  the  un¬ 
profitable  part,  and  fup.rfluous  Sulphur,  will  turn  into 
drofs  and  the  purer  p^rt  will  fettle  into  a  Regulus, 
which  YOU  muft  blow  off  upon  a  Cupple,  and  you 
will  find  the  Silver  and  Gold,  which  our  Stone  hath 
feparated  out  of  that  Metal ,  for  our  Stone  hath  this 
Nature  to  feparate  in  the  Fire  the  good  from  the 
bad,  to  turn  the  Good  into  a  Metalline  Regulus,  and 
the  inferiour  into  Drofs.  For  Example,  1  have  a  mix- 
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tureof  Mefals  containing  Gold,' Silver,  Vemis^  Mars 
and  Jupiter  together,  I  granulate  this  mixture,  and 
»ix  them  with  our  Stone,  melt  them  together  in  a 
Crucible,  our  Stone  only  fpoils  the  inferiour  Metals, 
as  Jand  which  it  confumes  into  a  Drofs,  but 
the  purer  as  O  and  D  it  feparates  from  this  Drofs, 
and  precipitates  them  into  a  But  if  this  Ke- 

p^ttUis  ftiould  not  be  fine  enough  at  the  firff  melting, 
ybu  mud  Cupel  it  with  Lead,  neither  doth  all  the  O 
and  D  come  out  of  this  mixture  at  one  melting,  but 
forae  remains  with  the  Drofs,  therefore  you  mud 
again  put  this  into  a  Crucible,  and  put  to  it  fbme 
filings  of  Iron,  and  fo  melt  them  together,  then  the 
wild  Sulphur  will  be  dellroy’d  by  the  d,  and  fp  let 
the  Gold  and  Silver  fall  by  Cupcllation.  The  Drofs 
you  mud  referve,  till  you  have  enbugh  to  melt  in  a 
fmall  Wind  Furnace,  and  it  will  be  again  reduced  in¬ 
to  Lead,  which  you  may  again  ufe  (or  the  fame  La¬ 
bour  ;  for  the  Reduction  of  this,  I  have  invented  a 
peculiar  fmall  Furnace, which  may  be  carried  from  place 
to  placed  and  alfo  you  may  pour  out  the  Drofs  after  it  is 
melted,  without  breaking  any  thing  of  the  Furnace, 
fo  that  you  may  ufe  it  very  often,  before  the  Hearth 
will  need  mending.  What  is  here  faid  of  the  Sepa¬ 
rating  of  Metallic^  mixtures,  the  fame  may  alfo  be 
underdood  of  thofe  Mixtures,  which  are  yet  in  the 
Oar,  for  the  Oars  are  as  eafily  feparated  by  our  Stone, 
as  the  Metals.  This  is  the  ufe  of  our  Stone,  before 
its  Tindure  is  yet  fixed,  and  therefore  not  able  to 
rranfmute  D  into  o.  Prefently  you  fhall  alfo  hear, 
how  it  may  be  rendred  capable  to  tranfmute  any  Sil¬ 
ver,  by  Degrees,  into  good  Gold.  I  think  it  fit, 
fird  to  fay  fomewhat,  how  by  the  help  of  our  Stone 
one  may  attain  great  Profit  from  Gems.  For  the 
Gems  have  in  them  fixed  Tindtures,  which  our  Nep- 
tme  can  fpoil  them  off.  and  fo  incorporate  them  with 
the  naked  Diana  ^  to  make  her  a  Golden  Ved,  which 
is  done  thus  .*  9^  The  fragments  of  coloured  Gems, 
z>iz.  of  Granates  Rubies, '  Saphirs,  Hyacinths,  Jafpis, 
&c.  put  a  little  of  thefe  into  a.good  Crucible,  and  put 
to  it  three  rimes  as  much  of  our  Stone,  cover  it  well, 
and  melt  it  upon  thofe  Stones,  and  our  Stone  draws 
out  the  Colour  of  the  Gems,  and  Colours  it  felf  yet 
deeper.  With  this  Red  Stone,  if  any  filed  D  be  mix¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  melted,  it  draws  the  fixed  Tindfure 
to  it  and  becomes  Golden,  fo  that  in  the  Separation 
it  yeilds  much  Gold,  N.B.  The  fitted  Silver  for  this 
W'ork  is,  that  which  is  precipitated  by  $  out  of  ^-^qua 
DortU^  yet  you  may  alfo  ufe  that,  which  is  precipi¬ 
tated  by  Salt  water.  If  the  work  be  well  done,  the 
Gems  will  be  white,  which  you  may  ufe  indead  of 
final!  Diamonds,  for  the  Fire  doth  not  take  away 
their  hardnefs,  N.  B.  If  a  Man  hath  Skill  enough  to 
take  away  the  Colour  from  the  great  Gems,  as  Gra- 
nafes,and  Hyacinths,  he  may  acquire  Riches  inafiiort 
time  •,  for  afterwards  you  may  tinge  other  white  Stones 
info  Rubies,  by  the  help  of  this  Colour,  but  this  La¬ 
bour  requires  an  experienced  Artid  ,  but  no  Pratler  ; 
And  this  is  fufficient  for  this  time,  he  that  delighteth 
in  thefe  Arts  may  Pradfife  them,  and  try  how  God 
will  profper  him  in  it.  If  he  can  but  obtain  the  Ex¬ 
traction  of  the  Gems,  he  needs  no  more,  for  one  Gem, 
of  a  Dram  ,  is  worth  more  than  feveral  Ounces  of 
Gold.  After  we  have  briefly  underdood  ,  how  to 
make  good  Profit  with  our  Red  coagulated  Oyl  of 
Antini.nty  and  Alars^  before  it  is  yet  fixed,  with  the 
impcvfedt  Metals  and  Gems  ;  You  fhall  alfo  hear  what 
it  will  do,  when  fixed.  And  this  you  mud  know, 
that  if  a  Tit;dfure  very  well  prepared,  can  endure 
niching  in  the  Fire,  yet  for  all  that,  it  may  not  be 


accounted  fixed  ^  for  inafmuch  as  they  are  made  out 
ot  unfixed  Metals,  they  cannot  themfelves  be  fixed  i 
1  one  ould  objeeff,  and  fay,  that  the  Tincture  was 
drawn  out  of  fixed  Iron,  and  therefore  it  mud  alfo 
be  fixed,  although  i\\e.  A ntimnny  was  not  fixed  :  lan- 
fwer,  that  Iron  cannot  be  called  fixed,  although  it  doth 
not  fly  in  the  Fire,  for  Saturn  can  dill  devour  it,  but 
this  only  is  to  be  reputed  fixed,  which  endures  the 
^upeU  which  neither  $  nor  J  doth.  Therefore  the  ' 
i  inCtures  which  are  extracted  out  of  them,  cannot 
endure  the  Cupel  before  they  are  made  fixed.  For 
which  reafon  the  highly  experienced  Philofopher  Pa- 
racel/us  tells  us,  that  we  mud  not  take  common  Iron 
to  draw  our  Tindture,  but  fuch  as  cannot  be  again  re- 
duced  into  Iron,  which  we  mud  feek  in  the  green 
and  blue  Scoria,  ofit  of  which  Iron  hath  been  melted 
by  the  drength  of  Fire,  and  are  cad  away.  Becaufe 
the  Iron,  and  alfo  every  imperfeta  Metal,  containcth 
t  wo  forts  of  Sulphur,  vi^.  a  combudible,  and  incom- 
budible  i  the  combudible  is  melted  by  a  drong  Fire, 
into  a  dead  Glafs,  but  the  incombudible  remains  un¬ 
hurt,  hidden  in  the  faid  Glafs,  and  may  be  drawn 
out  of  It  by  Art,  and  brought  into  a  Tindfure,  that 
will  endure  the  Cupel.  I  could  cite  Paracelfus  for  fe¬ 
veral  other  things,  becaufe  he  writes  very  honedly,  f 
but  It  is  not  here  convenient.  It  would  be  vtry  well, 
if  fome  one  would  reprint  this  Treatife,  for  it  is  out 
of  Print,  that  the  way  to  the  Truth  might  be  (hewn 
to  them  that  err.^  And  if  none  will  do  it,  I  (hall  do 
It  my  felf^  for  it  is  commendable  to  preferve  alighted 
Candle,  and  not  fulfer  it  to  go  out.  This  is  enough 
of  the  Fixation  Paracelfus,  which  is  done  by  the 
great  drength  of  common  Fire.  Now  we  will  alfo 
hear,  how  this  Fixation  may  be  effedfed  by  an  artificial 
moift  Fire,  much  eaficr  than  by  the  former.  In  my 
Treatife  lately  publifhed  of  the  Three  Principles  of 
Metals,  I  have  taught  how  any  combudible  Sulphur 
may  be  fixed  in  a  very  few  hours,  fo  that  no  Fire  can 
an^  more  hurt  it.  Now  if  fuch  a  quick  Fixation  of 
combudible  Sulphur,  can  be  done  with  a  moid  Fire,  as  I 
have  fhewn  it  may  in  the  faid  Treatife,  what  may  not 
be  done,  by  the  fame  Fire  in  the  more  fixed  Metals, 
fuch  as  Iron  ?  I  have  alfo  fhewn  in  the  fame  place,  that 
5,  as  well  as  common  ij,  may  be  made  fixed  in  few 
hours,  I  have  alfo  faid  that  J  and  common  fo  fixed 
have  no  ingrefs  into  Metals.  After  that,  I  have  alfo 
taught,  how  to  procure  this  ingrefs  by  common  Gold, 
if, the  Gold  and  tbt  Sulphur  be  united,  and  then  a 
a  fixing  Aqua  Fortis  drawn  from  them,  that  then  it 
can  never  be  feparated  from  the  Gold,  but  that  the 
Gold  fo  preferves  it  upon  the  CupeJ,ihztSaturnczn- 
not  enter  it  :  Now  if  this  may  be  done  with  com¬ 
mon  Sulphur  and  Antimony,  why  not  alfo  v/iih  Mars, 
which  in  its  Nature  approacheth  Fixity  ?  Therefore 
it  behoveth,  that  we  fhould  fix  our  TinTure  of  dand 
5,  after  the  fame  manner  being  united  with  0,  by  the 
Humid  fire,  that  both  may  be  permanent  upon  the 
Crspel.  For  without  this  Fixation  nothing  of  moment 
can  be  done.  For  if  thefe  TinTures  be  added  to  Sil¬ 
ver,  and  are  not  conflant  in  the  Fire,  they  with  the 
Silver,  become  Metals  again,  vanifh  upon  the  Cupel 
with  r?,  and  leave  the  D  nothing  bettered.  There¬ 
fore  nothing  elfe  is  to  be  obferved,  but  to  bring  into 
Perpetuation  the  prepared  Tinftures  of  S  and  p,  by 
the  addition  of  Gold,  and  the  due  AbltraTion  of  the 
fixing  Waters  i  and  then  the  Tiniffures  remain  with 
the  Silver  unfeparable,  and  the  devouring  Saturn  can¬ 
not  hurt  them  upon  the  Cupel.  Let  this  fuffice  con¬ 
cerning  the  particular  Fixation  of  our  Red  Oyl  of  $ 
and  Antimony.  Now  folIowetb,how  to  make  anuniver- 
fal  Coagulation  and  Fixation  of  this  Oyl.  'iLs 
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The  P  %  0  C  E  S  S. 

Pi.  ’”1^  Hree  or.  four  Ounces  of  our  Coagulated  Oyl 
J-  of  Mars  and  Antimony^  into  a  Red  Stone  by 
the  help  of  h,  grinde  it  into  an  impalpable  Powder, 
and  draw  frotp  it  ten  or  twelve  Ounces  of  ftrong 
;  Aqna  Fertis ,  which  hath  been  firft  abftradfed  from 
j  decrepitated  Salt,  and  in  which  is  dilTolved  half  an 
1  Ounce  of  Gold  :  Secondly,  and  Thirdly,  abflra(St  from 
it  again  frelh  Aqua  Kegia^  but  without  Gold  i  then 
the  Gold  will  radically  unite  it  felf  with  the  Tin- 
(ffure  of  Mars  and  Antimony^  and  they  will  be  con- 
llantly  fixed  together,  by  means  of  Aqua  Kegia.  When 
I  this  is  done,  pour  upon  it  a  good  quantity  of  common 
I  Water,  let  it  boyl  for  fome  hours,  and  it  will  draw 

j  out  the  (harp  Spirits,  which  remained  with  the  Tin- 

1  dfure,  this  may  be  once  or  twice  repeated,  then  dry 
it,  and  it  is  fit  to  tinge  Silver  into  Gold.  This  Tin- 
dure  melts  as  eafily  as  Wax  •,  the  Saturn  which  is 
mixed  with  it,  doth  not  hinder  it,  it  is  true,  he  goes 
j  into  the  Silver  with  the  Tindure,  but  is  eafily  fepa- 
1  rated  by  the  Cupel.  I  could  fet  down  many  more 
j  Dexterities,  in  the  Preparation  of  this  Tindure ,  but 
I  it  would  fwell  too  much,  it  being  already  greater  than 
!  I  expeded,  for  I  only  thought  to  have  annexed  this. 


to  the  Appendix,  as  a  Corollary,  but  it  is  grown  big* 
ger  than  the  Appendix  it  felf.  Here  fhould  have 
been  added,  how  this  Tindure  oi Antimeny  and 
y  the  help  of  our  Alcahefi.^  might  be  made  into  a 
conhant  Ttne^lure,  eafily  and  in  great  quantity,  with¬ 
out  oft  I,  fb  compendioufly , ' that  in  three  or  four  days 
time,  a  good  quantify  of  Tindure  may  be  made  fit 
to  graduate  a  great  part  of  Silver  into  Gold  ;  But 
the  time  will  not  allow  me  here  to  inflft  any  farther  on 
If,  but  muff  defer  it  the  fecond  Appendix,  where  the 
Reader  will  find  greater  Contentment.  For  this  work 
IS  fo  eafily  done  with  the  a4lcahejl  without  great  Goft  ^ 
that  the  inoh  ordinary  may  imitate  it,  and 

profit  by  it.  There  will  come  another  World,  when 
Art  will  flourifli,  and  Pratlers  perifh.  Take  notice  of 
this,  for  the  time  is  at  hand,  Elias  the  Artiji  will  foon 
appear,  of  this  Read  Paracelfus  in  his  Book  of  Vitriol. 
At  fuch  a  time  there  will  be  great  changes  in  Europe^ 
and  chiefly  in  the  German  Empire ,  France  and  Ssved^ 
land  For  Elias  the  Arti^,\t  may  be,  when  becomes, 
will  bring  with  him  fome  Military  inventions,  and 
by  his  great  Power  eflablifh  the  Fifth  Monarchy.  That 
in  thefe  times  great  Changes  will  be  in  Europe^  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  for  the  Heavens  do  foretel  it.  God 
fend  us  what  is  good,  there  being  now  nothing  of 
good  left,  how  then  is  it  poflible,  it  fhould  remain 
longer  in  Peace? 


j  OF 

:  ELIAS  the  ARTIST: 

DR, 

I  What  we  are  to  underftand  by  Elias  the  Artift,  and 
I  what  he  is  to  reform  in  the  V^rld  at  his  coming; 

VIZ: 

f  The  true  Spagyrical  Medicin  of  the  Ancient  Egyptian  Thilojophers} 
;  which  has  beenlojl  for  ahoye  looo  Years,  and  will  be  reflored  by  him, 
I  and  illujlrated  with  many  new  Inventions,  by  rejeBing  much  unpref^ 
y,  table  SmutAVorf,  and  pointing  out  a  nearer  and  better  way  to  obtain 
•  f  good  Medicines,  with  little  Trouble  or  Charges  ;  which  true  MedU 
I  dicine  he  will  bring  along  with  him,  and  declare  the  fame  to  the  pre- 
fent  deceived  World,  Tranfated  out  of  the  High-Dutch. 


1 

'I 

I 


I 

i 


Courteous  Reader., 

Towards  the  end  of  my  lafl  publifhed  Trca- 
tife  concerning  the  Infernal  Goddefs  Pro- 
ferpina.,  I  took  cccafion  to  mention,  that 
probably  foon  after  my  Death,  the  long- 
fince  fore-told  Elias  Artifa  would  appear, 
and  bring  along  with  him  a  great  Light,  to  enlighten 
the  dark  World,  enabling  them  to  rejebl  the  Evil, 


and  embrace  that  which  is  gOod  :  As  likewife,  that 
many  great  changes  will  happen  in  divers  Kingdoms, 
and  efpecially  in  the  Woman  Empire,  where  one  Po¬ 
tentate  will  overcome  the  other,  and  make  himfelf 
j  Matter  of  his  Dominions.  I  there  alfo  fhewed  what, 

I  Paracelfus  hath  declared  concerning  Elias  Artifla.,  and 
i  fundamentally  confuted  the  groundless  Opinion  of 
•  fome  Pei  Tons  concerning  the  lame  in  my  Fourth  Parc 
I  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany,  fliewing  that  that  Pro¬ 
phecy 
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phecy  is  not  to  be  underflood  according  to  the  Letter, 
and  to  be  meant  of  fome  great  Man  in  the  World  but 
Magically  ^  for  the  word  ElhM  by  tranfpofition  ot  Let¬ 
ters,  makes  out  Salia^  and  fo  likewife  doth  the  word 
khjhu.,  as  I  have  formerly  explained  thefe  words  in  my 
Treatife  of  the  Natare  of  Salts.  Elits  Artifta  therefore 
according  to  the  Hyle  of  Philofophers,  lignifies  extra* 
ordinary  and  unknown  Salts,  by  which  great  and  in¬ 
credible  things  may  be  performed,  and  accordingly 
when  manifefted,  will  be  the  caufe  of  great  changes 
in  the  World. 

Thefe  Salts  were  known  to  the  Philofophers  of  old, 
who  yet  did  not  think  fit  any  further  to  open  them* 
felves  concerning  them,  than  in  declaring,  that  the 
Thilofophers  Stone  mud  be  prepared  by  them.  T«r- 
ba  Philofophorum  fpeaking  concerning  this  matter,  faith, 
LhA  bar  Salt  eacreafes  the  Liednefs  in  O,  and  Vrhiteneft  in 
]),  and  further,  if  God  had  not  created  this  Salt  it  were 
impojjible  to  tnakje  the  Elixir ,  It  is  probable,  that  the 
Philofophers  who  wrote  concerning  this  wonderful 
Salt,  had  no  knowledge  of  any  other,  fuppofing  that 
this  Salt  only  was  proper  to  extradl  and  prepare^  Tin- 
^ures.  I  muft  acknowledge  there  is  no  Salt  in  the 
World,  that  hath  fuch  virtue  to  encreafeand  exalt  the 
Tindtuie  in  common  as  well  as  Philofophical  O  and  D, 
and  that  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  as  foon  as  the  Mo¬ 
narch  of  Salts  is  added  to  them.  Neither  doth  our 
Salt  only  exalt,  but  it  alfo  joyns  the  King  of  Metals 
fo  indiflblubly  with  his  Queen,  that  no  Art  can  fepa- 
ffate  them.  A  thing  worth  our  wonder,  that  a  Vola* 
tile  white  Salt  flrould  have  the  power  to  meliorate  Q 
and  D,  and  to  exalt  the  fame  permanently.  For  to 
give  Home  further  light  to  the  matter,  I  declare,  that 
this  Salt  of  which  the :  fpeaks,  doth  fublime 

white,  and  being  diffolved  in  Water,  gives  a  white 
Solution  :  It  is  white,  and  continues  white  both  in  and 
out  of  the  Fire,  and  is  altogether  Volatile,  for  which 
reafon  I  have  called  it  my  Secret  Salt  Armoniach^-.,  but 
as  foon  as  it  is  join’d  with  O  or  D  it  becomes  fix,  and 
makes  the  O  and  D  fixer  than  they  were  before,  af¬ 
fording  them  a  kind  of  plafqaam  perfection,  and  in* 
feparable  Conjunction.  Let  none  think  that  this  Salt 
of  which  I  here  fpeak,  is  like,  or  the  fame  with  that, 
which  is  made  of  Oyl  of  Vitriol  and  Spirit  of  Urine, 
of  which  I  have  treated  in  the  Seventh  Fart  of  my 
Fharmacop£a  Spagyrica  ',  for  th'S  our  Sovereign  Salt 
has  no  affinity  with  that,  for  as  much  as  that  Salt 
makes  all  things  Volatile,  and  feparates  their  purer  part 
by  Sublimation  from  the  grofs  f<eces  •,  but  this  our 
white  Salt.,  though  it  be  unfixt  it  felf,  yet  has  the 
power  to  fix  unfixt  Metals,  fo  as  to  endure  the  Tell, 
provided  always  that  the  virtue  of  this  unfixt  be 
iirll  fixed  by  its  conjunction  with  0and^^D.  For  the 
whole  fubflance  of  this  Salt  (which  the  Philofophers 
have  called  a  Bifl-iop  or  High  Prieft)  when  G  and  j) 
as  King  and  Queen  are  infeparably  join’d  by  it,  doth 
not  abide  with  the  G  and  i),  but  only  by  its  hidden 
Tincture  and  Virtue,  whereby  it  exalts  all  colours,  the 
unprofitable  body  of  the  Sj/t  feparating  from  them,  as 
foon  as  the  Conjunction  is  made,  even  as  a  Priefl, 
when  he  has  joki’d  two  Perfoiis  in  Wedlock  goes  his 
way,  having  performed  his  Office.  And  indeed  this 
infcparable  Conjunction  of  G  and  D,  may  well  be  com* 
pared  with  the  Conjunction  in  Ma-'riage  performed 
bv  a  Priefl  i  for  as  when  the  Priefl  has  join’d  two 
Parties  together  in  Wedlock,  they  mull:  infeparably 
continue  fo  rill  death  fo  likewife  when  the  Metal- 
liek  Copulation  of  o  and  D  is  performed  by  means  of 
our  hletallick  High  Priefl,  confccrated  Jupiter, 
then  are  their  Bodies  thence  forward  infcperable  '■>  the 


Water  finds  no  ingrefs  into  them,  the  Air  cannot 
pierce  them,  and  Earth  hiuch  lefs,  yea,  the  llrongcft 
of  all  Elements,  the  Fife  hath  no  power  over  them, 
but,  like  a  Married  Couple,  abide  together  in  all  con* 
traricty  and  adverlity,  ahd  according  to  their  Kind  do 
multiply  in  infinitum,  being  fupported  with  due  Food 
and  Nourifhment  i  for  we  know,  that  except  we  be 
refrefhed  and  flrengthened  with  Meat  and  Drink,  we 
can  neither  live  nor  multiply  j  the  multiplying  virtue 
in  tfiany  and  all  Creatures  proceeding  from  the  Nou- 
riffiment  they  take  in-  Ancl  the  fame  we  are  to  un- 
derftand  alfo  concerning  the  Metallick  Multipli* 
cation,  for  when  G  and  D  are  permanently  conjoined, 
by  means  of  the  Metallick  High  Priefl,  this  alone  is 
not  fufficient  in  order  to  their  multiplication,  but  they 
moreover  muft  be  fupported  with  convenient  Meat 
aud  Drink.  And  as  Man  at  his  firft  coming  into  the 
World  is  nourifh’d  with  his  Mothers  Milk,  in  like 
manner  the  Philofophers  do  feed  their  G  and  D  witli 
their  Mothers  Milk,  that  iS,  with  their  firft  EfTefice, 
from  whence  they  deriv’d  their  Original.  Now  we 
know  that  in  contemptible  A ntimonj, tht  fit f\  Ehs  of  G,' 
is  copioully  to  be  found,  and  may  with  eafe  be  drawn 
thence,  in  the  appearance  of  Milk,  with  which  Q  and 
P  are  to  be  nourifhed  in  order  to  their  Multiplication 
and  Increafe.  The  Nourifhment  then  wherewith  our 
conjoined  G  and  P  are  to  be  refrefhed,  and  difpofed  to 
a  Multiplication  in  infinitum,  is  out  Lac  Virginis,  Vir¬ 
gin  Milk  and  Mercurial  Water,  which  firengthens  and 
increafeth  the  Procreative  Seed  in  O  and  P  both  iti 
quantity  and  quality.  Wherefore  alfo  this  feeding  or 
inceration  has  always  been  recommended  by  the  Phi* 
lofophcrs,  as  a  moft  neceffary  thing,  whereby,  as  it 
were,  a  new  life,  and  tifultiplying  virtue  is  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  infeparably  united  G  and  P. 

Furthermore  we  are  to  know,  that  after  common 
G  and  p  by  means  of  x\it  Salt  of  Art,  are  infeparably 
conjoined  and  exalted  in  their  colours  i  yet  nothing 
can  be  performed  with  theim,  becaufe  they  want  an 
ingrefs  into  other  Metals,  which  they  have  loft  by  their 
ConjuntSion,  which  therefore  muft  be  reftored  tPthetn 
by  means  of  our  mercurial  Water,-  which  not  only  com* 
municates  Ingrefs,  but  alfo  eafie  Fluxibility  and  Mul¬ 
tiplication  to  the  deflroyed  Bodies  of  ©  and  Vi  For 
when  our  '0  Water  is  fixed  in  Conjunftion  with  the- 
iixt  G  and  P,  then  it  is  no  longer  a  Volatile  '0,  but  is 
changed  by  the  exalted  G  and  P  to  a  fixt  Tincfture. 
This  done,  if  we  would  multiply  this  Tindure,  we 
muft  add  to  it  fome  of  our  Mercurial  Water,  and  fix 
them  together  as  before,  whidh  Multiplication  we  may 
repeat  as  oft  as  we  pleafe.  For  when  once  Gand  P  are 
made  irreducible  and  more  than  perfefl,  by  means  of 
our  Salt  of  Art,  we  need  never  after  to  begin  our 
Work  amew,  but  only  mingle  the  fixt  with  the  volatile 
in  Older  to  their  Fixation  ■,  feeing  that  our  Mercurial 
Water  is  in  its  infide  better  than  ©,  for  which  reafon 
alfo  it  turns  the  O)  and  P  when  fixed  with  them  into 
mere  Tinflure.  Let  no  Man  wonder  why  in  this  O* 
peration  we  join  G  and  P  together,  and  not  rather 
make  ufe  of  G  alone,  forafmuch  as  this  P  hath  noco* 
lour  at  all  outwardl  ',  though  in  its  infide  it  be  higher 
of  colour  than  o  it  felf,  both  which  Metals  neverthe- 
lefs,  except  their  colours  be  exalted  by  the  Silt  of 
Art,  and  Inceration,  without  our  Mercurial  Wzlzx  cm 
never  be  changed  into  a  true  TincTiure,  becaufe  Gand 
p  have  no  more  Tineftures  than  is  fufficient  forthem- 
ftlves,  but  being  exalted  by  the  tinging  Salt  of  Art, 
they  are  capable  of  colouring  white  Metals,  but  not 
before.  Indeed  G  alone  without  the  addition  of  f> 
may  be  exalted  by  our  Salt  of  Art,  and  Mercurial  Wa* 
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ter  into  a  Rea  Tincture.  In  like  manner  alfo  may  D 
alone  be  exalted  in  its  vvhitenefs  by  our  Salt  of  Art, 
and  one, part  of  which  exalted  D  tingeth  many 
parts  of  $  into  good  and  Hxt  D,  for  our  5  wherewith 
we  incerate  and  multiply,  may  be  fixed  into  a  Red  or 
White  Tin<9ture,  according  to  the  ferment  we  jovn 
wkh  k,  with  O  it  makes  a  red,  and  with  D  a  white 
Tindure.  However  the  beft  way  .is  to  put  Gand  » 
together  in  due  weight  and  proportion,  exalting  them 
with  the  Salt  of  Art,  by  which  means  the  whitcnefs 
in  D  when  join‘d  with  e,  becomes  changed  into  Red- 
nefs,  of  which  naine  Eyes  are  W'knefs.  Of  this  Ex¬ 
altation  of  0  into  a  high  purple  colour,  and  bf  S  in¬ 
to  the  higheft  whitenefs,  I  gave  an  Ocular  Demon 
ftration  to  (bme  of  my  Friends,  before  my  Sicknefs, 
but  none  of  them  have  finoe  undertaken  the  Work, 
and  my  felf  by  Sicknefs  have  been  hindered  hitherto. 

Ovid  excellently  deferibes  the  preparation  of  this 
Tindure ,  where  he  tells  us,  that  Jupiter^  having 
chang’d  himfelf  into  a  Golden  Rain,  fell  through  the 
Tiles  into  the  Lap  of  Dojtae,  (ftiut  up  by  her  Father 
Acrifm  King  of  the  Argives  in  a  ftrong  Tower)  and 
got  her  with  Child,  of  whom  afterwards  Ferfeiu  was 
born,  who  in  procefs  of  time  being  mounted  on  the 
Winged  Horfe  Pegafui,  killed  the  Sea-Monfter,  deli¬ 
vering  the  fait  Andromeda^  whom  he  took  to  Wife 
and  afterwards  vanquilhed  the  G argons  ^  and  made 
bimfelf  Matter  of  the  Goldcn-fruit-bearing-Orchard. 
In  which  Fable  the  whole  Work  is  clearly  and  pundtu- 
ally  deferibed,  but  the  reafon  why  it  is  fo  little  under- 
ttood,  is,becaufe  fo  few  makes  it  their  butinefs  to  con¬ 
fidet  thereof,  or  put  their  hands  to  the  Work.  For 
attentively  confidering  the  matter,  we  find  that  the 
King  of  the  Argives^  in  the  fenfeof  the  Philofophers, 
is  our  Black  Lead,  whence  we  prepare  our  Snow- 
white  f^irgiit  Milk^  or  Mercurial  Water,  which  is  the 
Beautiful  VaUae^  that  becomes  inpregnate  by  Jnpiter^s 
Golden  Rain.  Archivum  fignifies  a  Treafury  of  fecret 
and  important  Records,  and  no  SubjetSs  contains  more 
fecrets,  than  doth  our  Black  Magnefia.  What  is  more 
lovely  to  behold  than  Jupiter's  Golden  Rain,  whereby 
the  fair  Oanae  becomes  impregnate  ?  And  from  whence 
does  this  Rain  proceed,  but  from  our  Salt  of  Art, 
without  which  it  were  impoffible  for  2/.  to  change  the 
O  into  fuch  a  dcfirable  Rain  ?  What  is  the  Beautiful 
Andromeda  elfe,  but  "Diana  the  Confbrt  of  Apollo^  who 
is  expofed  to  the  Sea-Monfter  to  be  devoured,  and  is 
delivered  by  Perfeus.  And,  in  a  word,  the  whole 
Work  of  preparing  a  Tindlure  from  the  forefaid  Sub¬ 
jects  is  lb  clearly  fet  down  by  Ovid,  as  it  could  not 
well  be  fet  down  more  clearly  »  and  yet  how  little  is  ic 
underftood,  by  reafon  of  the  general  Stupidity  and 
inadvertency  of  the  Readers.  1  have  here  difeovered 
all  the  ingredients  belonging  to  this  Tindfurc,  fo  as 
nothing  remains,  except  putting  hand  to  the  Work, 
and  begging  God’s  Blefling  upon  it :  For  no  good 
thing  was  ever  the  cffe(3:  of  idlenefs ;  But  Fraying, 
Seeking,  and  unwearied  Labour,  ate  the  Well-Springs 
of  all  ufeful  Arts. 

And  herewith  I  fhall  contlude  the  ufe  of  the  Salt 
of  Art,  in  preparing  the  univerfal  Tindure  upon  all 
Metals,  tranfmuting  the  fame  into  Gand  J).  I  fappofe  it 
■hath  been  fufficicntly  made  out,  that  the  foretold  Eli¬ 
as  Artijia  is  nothing  elfe,  but  this  our  of  Art, 
whereby  the  Rednefs  in  i- ,  and  Whitenefs  in  D  are 
exalted  into  Tindure.  Wherefore  alfo  this  Salt,  by 
thofe  who  know  its  ufe,  has  been  called  the  Monarch 
of  Salts  ;  For  every  Species  of  things  hath  its  Mo¬ 
narch,  excelling  alt  the  rett  of  the  fame  kind  •,  upon 
Which  account,  Frfrjcf/y/r/,  who  in  his  Life-time  had 


not  his  Peer,  ch  ain’d  the  Title  of  Philofophers,  Phy- 
ficians  and  Monarch  ofChymifts.  Forafmuch.  therefore., 
as  our  Salt  of  Art  hath  not  its  like,  in  the  World,  fol' 
working  Wonders  in  A Icbimy.^  it  n\3.y  Well  becall’d  the 
King  of  Salts  :  Tho’  indeed  there  be  one  only  Sale 
which  excels  him,  as  far  as  Elias  ‘exceird  his  Ser¬ 
vant  Eli/ha  :  For  as  Elias  went  up  to  Heaven  in  a 
fiery  Chariot,  leaving  his  Mantle  to  fo  this 

Salt  may  more  properly  be  conapared  to  EUJha  than 
Elias-,  becaufe  EUJha  llaid  here  beneath,  and  did  not 
afeend  to  Heaven,  as  E-Uas  did.  Now  the  Chymifts 
generally  prefer  that,  which  afeends  by  the  force  of 
the  Fire,  before  that  which  ftays  behind,  tho’  this  Rule 
be  not  without  Exceptions  i  for  that  which  remains 
is  not  always  to  be  rejeded,  becaufe  fometimes  much 
good  lies  hid  in  it  :  As  we  may  perceive  in  Elias  his 
Afeenfion  to  Heaven,  who  left  his  Mantle  behind, 
which  Was  not  without  Virtue,  as  appeared  wheti 
EUJha  with  it  divided  the  River  Jardan,  going  over 
dry-ftiod.  The  Chymifts  commonly  call  that  which 
remains  after  Diftillation,  or  Sublimation,  Caput  Mor~ 
tunm,  but  without  good  ground,  becaufe  in  that  which 
ftays  behind,  often  a  great  vivifying  Virtus?  lies  hid. 
This  we  may  gather  from  the  Virtue  C^s  has  been 
faid  )  remaining  in  the  Mantle  of  Elias,  and  in  the 
dead  bones  of  EUJIsa,  which  as  foon  as  it  touch’d  the 
dead  Body,  raifed  it  again  to  Life:  If  EUas  his  Mantle 
had  been  a  dead  thing,  EUJlsa  could  never  have  di¬ 
vided  therewith,  nor  could  EUJha's  bones  have 

raifed  the  dead  td  Life,  if  they  had  been  dead  and 
without  Power.  Confider  well  what  1  have  faid,  and 
you  will  find  more  in  if,  than  I  dare  more  plainly  de¬ 
clare  5  remembring  always,  that  Jordan  is  nothing  elfe, 
but  our  §  Water. 

Concerning  the  Salt  of  Art. 

Having  already  heard,  how  by  means  of  the  fixa¬ 
tive  Salt  of  Art,  common  G  and  D  fnay  be  prepared 
into  a  Tincture,  for  the  cure  of  Men  and  Metals  y  it 
now  remains  to  be  declared,  how,  by  means  of  the 
Vclatiliiing  Salt  of  Art,  moft  excellent  Medicines  may 
with  cafe,  and  fmall  Charges,  in  a  very  fhort  time  be 
prepared,  out  of  all  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Mine¬ 
rals.  We  are  here  to  take  Notice,  as  has  been  alrea¬ 
dy  hinted,  that  the  Property  of  our  Salt  of  Art,  is, 
to  make  the  volatile  Subjects  fi^t  j  oi  which 

fixative  Property,  notwithftanding  it  may  in  a  few 
hours,  eafily  and  without  Charges  be  devefted,  and 
a  Power  of  Volatilizing  all  things  introduced  into  it,  in- 
ftead  thereof,  by  which,  incredible  th  ngs  may  then 
be  performed,  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchimy.  Of  which 
Wonder-working  Sa/r,  the  prefent  World  knows  no¬ 
thing  at  all,  and  probably  nothing  will  be  known  of 
it,  till  God  Ihall  permit  it  to  be  revealed  by  EUas  the 
ArtiiU  What  I  know  of  it,  I  am  vvilling  to  commu¬ 
nicate  for  common  Good,  not  doubting,  but  that 
God  in  his  due  time  by  means  of  Good  men  will  re¬ 
veal  the  reft.'  To  volati'ze  this  fixative  Salt  of  Art, 
is  an  cafie  thing  to  the  Wife,  but  to  the  Ignorant  al¬ 
together  incredible  ',  though  it  be  no  difficult  thing  to 
roe,  to  make  it  credible  and  apparent,  vvhieh  if  thou 
wbuldcftdolikewife,  proceed  thus ;  Pouf  upon  out  Salt 
of  Art,  in  due  proportion  good  Spirit  of  Wine,  which 
draw  oif  by  Diftillation,  and  you  will  have  a  won¬ 
derful  Spirit,  of  great  Virtue  *,  but  you  will  find  )our 
Salt  of  Art  fo  weakened,  as  it  cannot  be  ufed  again  : 
But  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  .Impregnated  with  the  Virtue 
cf  the  Salt,  performs  Wonders,  that  were  never  yec 
made  known  to  the  World, of  which  we  Ihall  hear  more 
‘  O  hereafter 
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hereafter  For  the  Spirit  of  Wine  in  this  ablira^ion 
hath  its  Virtue  multiplied  ten  fold,  fo  as  it  not  only 
extrafls  the  Eifence  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  lYline- 
X  both  eafily  and  fuddenly,  carrying  them  over 
the  Helm  ^  but  alfo  extrads  the  Tindtures  from  ©  and 
])  and  all  precious  and  common  Stones,  and  brings 
them  over.  Of  which  Extradion  and  Separation  of 
the  tinging  Soul  from  fixt  and  unfixt  Bodies,  no  Philo- 
fopher  hitherto  hath  divulged  any  thing.  Let  us  now 
take  a  view  of  the  great  Secrets,  which  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  means  of  our  Alcolized  Spirit  of  Wine,  a- 
racelfus  had  an  Alcolized  Spirit  of  Wine,  wnich  he 
called  Jlcohol  vhi,  with  which  he  did  great  things^ 
but  it  is  not  likely,  that  his  Alcohol  vini  was  of  the 
fame  Virtue,  as  mine  here  deferibed  for  if  fo,  it 
could  not  have  been  fo  long  concealed.  However  it 
be,  we  cannot  deny  Faraceljus  the  Title  of  Monarch 
of  Phyficians  and  Alchymifts,  though  he  may  have 
been  ignorant  of  our  Salt  of  Art,  with  which  our 
Alcohol  vini  is  prepared  i  for  no  Body  knows  all 
things',  and  God  beftows  his  Gifts,  as  beft  pleafeth 

him.  .  . 

But  to  our  return  to  our  Alcohol  viut^zxid  the  man* 
ner  of  ufing  it.  Firft  we  are  to  take  Notice,  that  as 
for  Vegetables  and  Animals,  they  are  to  be  reduced 
to  Powder ,  if  they  be  dry,  but  if  frefh,  they  need 
only  to  be  a  lictle'  bruifed  or  chopt,  and  then  pour  up¬ 
on  them  our  Alcohol  vini  j  if  the  Subjects  be  dry,  we 
tnay  digeft  a  while  before  abffra^lion,  but  in  Cafe  they 
be  moift,  we  may  diftil  the  Spirit  immediately,  which 
carries  over  with  it  all  the  Virtue  of  the  faid  Ve¬ 
getables  and  Animals,  together  with  the  Tafte  and 
Smell,  and  poured  upon  Flowers,  and  diftill’d,  fome- 
times  brings  over  their  Colours  alfb,  which  hitherto 
hath  been  looked  upon  as  .  very  difficult,  ifnotimpof- 
fible.  But  before  we  make  ufe  of  it  upon  Minerals, 
we  muft  prepare  them ,  for  our  Alcohol  noini  is  not 
Ifrong  enough  to  lay  hold  on  hard  Minerals,  and  com" 
pad  Metals,  fo  as  to  extrad  their  Effences,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  muft  be  firft  opened  with  Waters,  that  are 
not  Corrofive,  and  afterwards  be  digefted  with  our 
u4lcohol  vini  and  then  diftilled  ^  which  being  perfor¬ 
med  in  this  Order,  the  Alcohol  will  carry  their  Eften- 
ces  with  it  over  the  Helm.  ‘This  is  the  true  Prepa¬ 
ration  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  in  order 
to  the  extrading  of  your  Effences,  by  means  of  our 
Alcohol  vini.  But  here  we  muft  obferve,  that  this 
Preparation  of  fixt  Metals,  by  opening  of  their  Bodies, 
muft  be  done  with  fixt  Liquors,  and  not  Volatile^  for 
if  the  diffolvent  were  Volatile,  it  would  come  over  in 
Diftillation  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  fpoil  all  i 
becaufe  after  Diftillation,  the  Spirit  of  Wine  muft  be 
feparated  from  the  Effence  it  hath  brought  over  with 
it  I,  now  if  the  diffolvent,  by  being  Volatile,  fhould 
come  over  the  Heim,  it  would  remain  with  the  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  confequently  fpoil  if.  We  are  therefore 
to  remember,  that  this  diffolvent  muft  be  Firey,  not 
Corrofive,  without  any  Smell  or  bad  Tafte  :  The 
diffolvent  being  as  ncceffary  to  our  Work,  as  is  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  it  fdf  :  Wherefore  he  who  intends  to 
plant  good  Fruit,  in  this  Gold-bearing  Orchard,  muft 
be  provided  with  both  thefe  Keys,  viz.  with  a 
Menjirnum.,  not  Corrofive,  to  diffolve  Metals  and 
Minerals ,  and  with  a  well  prepared  Alcolized  Spirit 
of  W’ine,  without  which,  he  cannot  obtain  the  Tin- 
dure  of  Mettjls. 

Having  thus  fpoken  of  the  foregoing  Preparation 
of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  in  general  :  I 
fiiall  now  proceed  to  fhew  in  particular,  how  out  of 
them  moft  furpafling,  and  excellent  Medicines  may  be 
prepared. 


And  firft  fo  begin  with  Vegetables  i  their  Effences 
are  to  be  diftilled  in  Balneo^  with  a  moderate  heat, 
changing  the  Recipient  when  it  is  needful ;  For  that 
which  comes  over,  firft  is  of  another  Nature,  than  that 
which  diftils-  next,  and  that  again  differs  from  that 
which  comes  laft.  There  are  fome  Vegetables.,  that 
firft  give  their  beft  part,  and  the  worft  laft,  whereas 
in  others,  the  worft  comes  firft,  and  the  beft  flays  till 
the  laft.  For  the  reft,  it  is  eafily  apprehended,  that 
the  Virtue  of  Flowers  and  Herbs,  cfpecially  when 
green  and  tender,  doth  more  eafily  yield  to  Diflilla- 
tion,  and  come  over  fconer  than  the  Effence  of 
hard  Wood,  which  is  more  clofely  ftmt  up  in  its  Bo¬ 
dy.  He  that  proceeds  aright  in  this  Work,  will  meet 
with  great  delight  and  Satisfaftiorr,  and  blefs  God  for 
the  Communication  of  this  Light.  For  oUr  Alcolized 
Spirit  of  Wine  brings  over  Vegetable  Effences,  of  a 
moft  fragrant  Odour,  which  common  Spirit  of  Wine 
can  never  do  :  We  may  indeed  extraeft  Vegetables, 
and  Minerals  with  common  Spirit  of  Wine,  but  can¬ 
not  carry  the  faid  extradted  Effences  over  the  Helm  : 
Which  extrads  made  with  common  Spirit  of  Wine, 
are  not  to  be  compared  with  thofe,  which  our  Alcohol 
vini  brings  over  with  it,  differing  as  much  as  the  fhell 
from  the  kernel.  For  our  Effences,  as  foon  as  they 
are  taken  into  the  Body,  penetrate  it  throughout,  paf- 
ling  every  where  to  find  out  their  Enemies,  and  when 
found  Attack, and  put  them  to  flight, which  grofs  Medi¬ 
cines  cannot  perform.  The  like  Virtue:  is  alfo  in  thofe 
5  Salts.^  Tindures  or  Souls  of  Metals^  that  come  over 
in  the  flame  of  the  diftilled  Spirit  of  Wine,'  which  at- 
fo  penetrate  the  Body  throughout,  chafing  their  Ene¬ 
mies  before  them and  the  Tindures  of  Stones  in  fhe 
fame  manner  prepared  do  the  like.  Which  we 
muft  not  fo  underftand,  as  if  the  Alcolized  Spirit  of 
Wine  were  to  be  taken  into  the  Body,  together  with 
the  Tindure,  for  indeed  it  muft  be  feparated  from  iL 
As  for  inftance,  when  I  have  brought  over  the  Quint- 
effence  of  Flints  or  Cryftals,  with  (hje  Alcohol  vinr.^ 
and  have  a  mind  to  make  ufe  of  it  againft  the  Stone 
in  the  Bladder  or  Kidneys,  or  Stones  that  are  grown 
in  the  joynts,  I  muft  not  exhibit  this  Effence,  as  it  is 
mixed  with  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  for  if  lb,  the  good 
effed,  that  might  be  looked  for  from  the  Effence, 
would  be  fpoiled  by  the  great  heat  of  the  Spirit  of 
Wine,  which  is  the  reafon  the  fame  muft  be  fepara¬ 
ted  from  the  Effence,  before  it  can  be  given  inward"- 
]y.  Now  this  Separation  cannot  be  done  by  Diflilla- 
tion,  becaufe  both  would  come  over  together.  Nei¬ 
ther  can  the  Tindure,  or  Effence  of  the  Stone,  be  fe¬ 
parated  from  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  by  Precipitation. 
What  is  to  be  done  therefore  in  this  Cafe  ?  The  only 
way  to  attain  our  defire  is,  to  kindle  the  burning  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  let  it  flame  away  under  a  large  and  capacious 
Helm  or  Head, made  for  that  purpofe  ^  by  which  means 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  is  confumed  in  the  flame,  and'the 
incombuftible  Effence  of  Cryllal  remains  in  form  of 
a  fweet  and  pleafant  Oyl.  We  are  alfo  to  note,  that 
in  this  burning  away  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  the  Sul^ 
fhnr  of  Wine  only  is  confumed,  and  the  incombufti¬ 
ble  §  of  Wine,  being  condenfed  in  the  Head,  falls  in¬ 
to  the  Receiver,  in  the  appearance  of  a  fweet  Water. 
fee  more  of  this  injirnment  in  the  Sixth  Fart  of  Phar. 
Spa^yr.'] 

N.  B.  We  are  to  obferve,  that  the  moft  highly  re- 
dified  Spirit  of  Wine,  is  much  about  half  water, 
which  water  afeends  with  the  flame,  and  is  caught  in 
the  Recipient.  Yet  is  not  this  v  any  common  v, 
but  indeed  a  powerful  v  of  Life,  efpecially  when  ' 
the  Spirit  of  Wine  hath  been  redified  from  Aroma- 

tical, 
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iical,  or  Medicinal  Subjeds ,  but  even  without  this, 
it  is  of  very  good  ufe,  becaufe  the  incombulHble  y  of 
Wine  lies  hid  in  it,  and  may  be  feparated  from  it,  by 
abdradling  the  faid  V  in  a  very  gentle  vaporous  Bath, 
which  done,  the  0  of  Wine  days  behind,  in  the  form 
of  a  white  lovely full  of  heavenly  Powers  and 
Virtues:  For  vvhich  caufe  this  Salt  or  2  of  Wine, 
hath  been  always  termed  by  the  Philofophers,.  Hea- 
Venly  Salt. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  noted,  that  after  the  v  js  ab- 
flradfed  from  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  the  faid  v  is  not 
devoid  of  all  Virtue,  as  invifibly  containing  fomepart 
of  the  forefaid  Heavenly  Salt,  efpecially  if  the  Spirit 
of  Wine  in  its  Re^lilication,  hath  been  impregnated 
with  Spices,  or  other  good  Subjeds;  For  according  to 
the  different  impregnation  of  the  Spirit  of  W’ine,  the 
Heavenly  Salt,  or  9  of  Wine,  will  be  more  or  lefs 
powerful.  Thus  tve  have  feen  in  what  manner  the 
Effences  of  Flints  and  Chryftals  are  to  be  prepared, 
with  the  help  of  our  Alcohol  vini. 

When  this  Spirit  of  Wine  Cryftalliied  is  kindled 
and  burnt  away  under  a  large  Head,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Effence  of  Cryftals  remains  behind,  in  the  form 
of  a  pleafant  clear  Liquor,  which  is ‘the  mod  Sove 
reign  Medicine  againd  all  Difeafes  proceeding  from 
Jartar,  viz.  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  Kidneys  and  other 
parts  of  the  Body,  which  it  diffolves,  and  carries  off 
But  (he  mod;  pure  part  of  the  Crydals  mounts  with 
the  darae  into  the  Helm,  inform  of  a  clear  Water, 
which  when  abdraded  in  a  vaporous  Bath,  the  5  of 
Crydals  days  behind,  in  form  of  a  lovely  white  Salt, 
which  is  of  far  greater  power  in  the  Stone,  Gout,  and 
like  Difeafes,  than  the  fixt  Oyl  or  Liquor,  which  re¬ 
mains  in  the  Veffel  after  the  Spirit  of  Wdne  is  burnt 
away.  In  like  m.anner,  we  may  proceed  with  ether 
Stones.  Yet  we  are  to  underdand,  that  all  Stones 
have  not  the  fame  Nature  or  Property  :  Thus  we 
find  feveral  forts  of  Crydal,  viz.  fome  White,  Ttanf- 
parent  and  cleat,  others  White,  but  Ofahe  and  dark, 
alfo  Green,  Blew,  Yellow,  Red,  and  Black  Crydals, 
all  which  by  the  help  bf  Salts,  are  melted  into 
Glafs  of  feveral  Colours.  Amongd  thefe  Crydals  are 
alfo  reckoned.  Flints,  Pebbles,  Gravel  and  Sand, 
which  likewife  fuffer  themfelves  with  Salts  to  be  mel¬ 
ted  into  Glafs.  All  thefe  forementioned  Stones,  may 
with  Jlkalick^  Salts  be  melted,  and  afterwards  by  Ve- 
liqnium  be  refolved  into  a  Liquor,  Concerning  which 
Liquors,  I  have  treated  at  large  in  the  Second  Part  of 
my  Furnaces. 

Thefe  Stones  that  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  melted, 
with  the  Addition  of  Alkalies, mzy  alfo,  with  Lead- 
afhes,  be  reduced  to  tranfparent  Glafs.  Whereas  pre¬ 
cious  Stones,  viz.  Diam.onds  ,  Rubies,  Saphirs,  Ja¬ 
cinths,  Granates,  &c.  are  of  a  quite  different  Nature, 
which  neither  by  Alkalies  ,  nor  Lead  ,  can  be  run 
down  into  Glafs  :  Whtrefore  alfo  none  have  been 
found  hitherto,  that  have  been  able  from  them  to  pre¬ 
pare  any  good  Medicine,  as  not  yielding  to  the  mod 
Corrolive  Waters  whatfoever. 

N.B.  And  though  indeed,  I  know  a  way  to  dif- 
folvc  them  without  any  Corrofive,  yet  do  not  I  think  it 
proper, toC.ommunicatc  the  fame  in  this  publick  manner. 

There  is  another  fort  of  Stones,  which'  are  com¬ 
monly  found  in  Rich  and  fat  Earth,  and  fometimes 
alfo  in  Rivers  of  Brooks,  fuch  as  lapis  Judaims,, 
Lyncis  and  others,  which  being  not  very  hard,  may 
be  diffulved  in  good  Spirit  of  .Salt,  which  Solutions 
are  by  fome  of  our  conmon  Chynii(is  ufed  againd 
(he  Sronc,  but  without  any  good  Succefs,  forafmuch 
as  the  Btdy  uf  rhe  Scons  is  not  at  all  meliorated  by 
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being  diffoivcd  in  Spirit  of  Salt,  but  rather  made 
worfe  i  becaufe  by  this  means,  there  is  no  Separa¬ 
tion  of  the  pure  from  (he  impure.  But  if  any  Man 
will  take  the  pains  to  reduce  thefe  Stones  into  Effen¬ 
ces,  in  the  way  before  fpeciHed,  he  will  find  them 
much  more  available  in  all  forts  of  fartarosss  Didem- 
pers. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  kinds  of  Lime-done,  which 
cannot  be  melted  with  Addition  of  Alkalies,  or  the 
Afhes  of  Lead,  but  by  a  drong  Fire  are  burnt  into 
Lime.  Amongd  which  Lime,  Stbnes,'w'e  may  reckon 
the  Ludus  of  Van  Helmont,  which  like  other  Lime- 
dofies,  may  be  fublimed  with  our  drong  K,  and  after¬ 
wards  reduced  into  a  Liquor,  of  which  I  haVe  trea¬ 
ted  elfewhere,  and  particularly  in  the  Seventh  Part  of 
my  Pbarmacopxa  Spagyrica.  Out  of  thefe  Stones,  aftes 
they  have  been  fird:  burnt  into  Lime,  a  mod  excel¬ 
lent  Medicine  may  be  prepared  againd  all  kinds  of 
the  Gout :  Bapl  Valentine  affbring  us,  that  he  with 
Effence  of  quick  Lime,  cured  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Emperour  of  Germany  of  the  Gout :  Which  we  may 
the  rather  believe,  becaufe  Bafil  Valentine  knew  the 
way  of  feparating  the  b  from  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  by 
enkindling  it  i  and  hath  alfo  deferibed  an  indrumenc 
of  Copper ,  for  performing  that  Operation  :  And 
knowing  all  this,  he  could  not  be  unacquainted,  that 
the  Effence  of  Quick-lime,  being  united  with  Spirit 
of  Wine,  and  afterwards  meliorated,  and  putrified 
by  burning  it  away,  was  feparable  from  it,  which 
he  having  reduced  to  Pradfice,  obtained  this  excef- 
lent  Medicine  for  curing  of  the  Gout. 

We  are  further  to  know,  that  there  be  other,  and 
better  Stones,  to  prepare  an  univerfal  Medicine  againft 
the  Gout  and  Stone,  by  means  of  our  Alcohol  vinii 
after  they  have  been  fird  burnt  into  Lime,  viz.  Cy¬ 
der  fhells,  which,  being  burnt,  afford  a  Lime  that  is 
very  Caudick  •,  ind  of  a  like  Nature  are  all  Sea-pro- 
dueffions,  viz.  the  Stones  that  ate  found  in  Spunges, 
all  forts  of  Coral,  Pearl,  and  Mother  of  Pearl,  all 
which  may  be  rei^uced  by  Fire,  into  a  Lime  of  great 
and  excellent  ufe. 

But  above  all  other  Stones,  I  edeem  thofe  that  are 
found  in  Beads,  Birds,  Fifties  or  Man,  which  being- 
reduced  info  a  Calx,  and  their  Effences  extracted  with 
our  Alcohol  Vint,  may  then  be  brought  into  a  pleafant 
Liquor  of  great  Ufe. 

Amongd:  Fifties,  the  heft  Stones  are  found  in  Had¬ 
docks  and  Whitings,  Crabs  Eyes  alfo  are  very  good, 
but  muff  be  calcined  before  they  can  be  of  any  good 
ufe  in  Phyfick  >  for  without  that,they  are  more  proper 
to  generate  the  Stone,  than  to  expel  it. 

Having  thus  declared, how,  from  fome  Stones,  good 
Medicaments  may  be  prepared  againft  tlie  Gout  and 
Stone  both  of  the  Bladder  and  fCidney  •,  we  will  next 
ftiew,  what  kind  of  Stones  are  proper  to  be  extracted 
with  our  Alcohol  Vint,  in  order  to  the  obtaining  of 
true  Tin(3:ures  for  Men  and  Metals.  For  all  Stones 
that  have  good  fixt  colours,  are  not  therefore  fit  to 
have  their  Tinfturcs  extradfed  •,  becaufe  fome  of  the 
Precious  Stones  are  too  codly,  though  we  fhould  on¬ 
ly  make  ufe  of  their  Fragments.  Some  will  not  fuh- 
mit  to  any  Operation,  viz.  Granates,  Saphires,  Ru¬ 
bies,  Jacinths,  Emralds,  Turkoifes,  &c.  though  they 
abound  with  m.uch  fixt  Tihdure  whereas  all  thofe 
Stones  which  are  high  of  colour,  and  fuffer  themfelves 
to  be  diffolveJ,  are  proper  for  this  work,  becaufe 
without  preceding  Solution,  it  is  impoilible  to  extradf 
the  Tintffure  from  hard  and  compaeff  Bodies  :  Where¬ 
fore  we  muff  make  choice  of  Scones  that  are  foluble, 
aiid  abound  with  fixt  Tinfture,  viz.  Green  and  Red” 
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Jafper  Scones,  LipU  Lazulf  and  the  Black  Magnefa 
which  contain  abundance  of  Solar  Tinfture.  All 
Stones  likewife  that  are  higji  coloured,  and  break 
fmooth  like  Glafs,  whether  found  on  Mountains  or  in 
Brooks,  are  good  for  this  purpofe. 

It  was  becaufeof  this  Solar  Tindure  abounding  in  the 
Jafper  Stone,  that  the  Ancients  preferr’d  it  before  O, 
as  containing  a  moft  high  and  excellent  Tindure.  A 
very  rich  Tiudure  nnay  allb  be  cxtraded  from  the 
LapE  Lazuli  i  and  from  the  Black  Magnefta^  (  which 
is  notcollly  )  a  richer.  Let  us  therefore  take  this  de- 
fpifed  Stone  in  hand,  and  fee  how  eafily  its  Tindure, 
by  means  of  our  Alcohol  Vtni  may  be  exttaded,  and 
what  ufes  it  ferves  for,  as  well  in  Phytickas  Alchimy. 


The  PTsOCESS. 

N  E  pound  or  two  of  black  and  ponderous 
Magne fta^  pulverize  the  fame,  and  diflblve  it 
in  our  Univerfal  Stone- Water,  wherewith  all  hard 
Stones  may  be  dilTolved,  and  thou  wilt  have  a  Solu¬ 
tion  of  a  Grafs-green-colour,  filter  it,  and  in  cafe  thou 
baft  proceeded  aright,  the  undiiroIved/4:ce/  will  be  of 
fmall  quantity. 

Now  is  thy  Solution  ready  to  have  our  Alcohol  Vini 
pour’d  upon  it,  in  order  to  the  extrading  of  its  Tin¬ 
dure,  and  carrying  it  over  the  Helm, 

N.  B.  That  notwithftanding  the  Solution  be  at 
firft  of  a  green  colour,  yet  the  Spirit  of  Wbe  in  Di- 
ftillation  comes  over  yellow  as  Sol.  And  when  the 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  kindled  under  a  large  head,  the  pure 
jhiercury  of  the  Magnefia  afeends  with  the  fkme, 
which  is  of  great  ufe  in  PKyfick  >  and  a  Blood -red 
Liquor  ftays  behind,  being  not  only  a  Tindure  for 
the  Bodies  of  Men  and  Metals,  but  alfo  by  means  of 
the  fame  may  Cr^ftals  be  tinged  with  fcveral  fair  co¬ 
lours,  fb  as  to  refemble  Precious  Stones  in  all  things, 
except  hardnefs.  I  dare  notfct  down  here  the  man¬ 
ner  of  applying  this  Tindure  to  white  Metals,  he  to 
whom  God  vouchfafes  this  Tindure,  will  eafily  find 
ont  the  ufe  of  it. 

As  to  the  Phyfical  ufe,  this  Tindure  opens  Obftru- 
dions  of  the  Liver,  Spleen  and  Lungs ;  The  white 
Mercury  come  over  wish  the  Flame  is  an  excellent  Me¬ 
dicine,  ftrengthening  the  Heart,  Stomach,  Head  and 
Reins,  and  a  great  Remedy  againft  the  Gout.  In  a 
word,  he  that  is  Mailer  of  this  Tindure  will  find  much 
more  in  it  than  I  have  here  hinted. 

In  like  manner,  as  hath  been  faid  of  the  Magnefta., 
we  may  proceed  vvith  other  &ones,  to  extrad  their 
Tindures,  all  which  have  different  properties,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  Stones  from  whence  they 
are  prepared. 

We  proceed  now  to  fhew,  how  by  means  of  our  Al¬ 
cohol  Vtni  the  Tindures  or  Elfences  of  Minerals  and 
Metals,  without  any  preceding  Solution,  or  other  pre¬ 
paration,  may  be  eafily  brought  over.  The  way  is 
thus : 

Bj.  what  quantity  you  pleafe  of  any  Sulphurous 
Marcalite,  whether  of  (?,  D  or  o,  make 

them  red-hot  in  a  Crucible  in  a  Wind  Furnace,  and 
then  put  them  red  hot  as  they  are,  into  m^y  fecond  Di- 
fiilling  Furnace,  fitting  a  large  Recipient  thereto,  and 
pour  upon  them  to  the  quantity  of  about  an  Ounce  of 
our  Alcohol  Vini^  clofing  the  Furnace  again  immedi¬ 
ately  i  by  this  means  the  Spirit  of  Wine  will  enter 


into  the  Stones,  yet  becaufe  of  the  great  heat  will  not 
long  continue  there,  but  afeend  and  cauy  over  the  Me¬ 
talline  Spirit  with  it  \  which  done,  pour  upon  them 
another  fpoonful  of  Spirit,  which  when  come  over, 
pour  on  another,  repeating  this  as  oft  as  (hall  be  need¬ 
ful.  After  that  the  Marcalites  or  Metalline  Stones  ar? 
grown  cold,  they  muft  be  made  red-hot  again,  and 
proceeded  with  as  before,  till  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  Metallick  Spirit  be  obtained.  Then  burn  away  the 
Spirit  of  Wine,  and  there  will  remain  a  glorious,  Ef- 
fence  of  Metals,  which  thou  mayeft  make  ufe  of,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  beft  knowledge.  One  thing  I  can  alTure 
thee,  that  this  is  the  eafieft  way  to  obtain  Metallick 
Spirits  in  quantity.  And  though  the  Procels  appears 
plain  and  fimple,  yet  more  may  be  difeovereef  and 
attained  thereby  than  many  would  imagine.  I  know 
what  I  write,  though  it  may  be  every  Man  willfcarcely 
underftand  me  i  which  is  very  fitting,  to  the  end 
thefe  great  Arcana  may  not  be  proftituted  to  the  Un¬ 
worthy.  He,  who  cannot  make  Metallick  Spirits  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  way,  may  diflblve  the  Metals  them- 
felves  in  proper  DilTolvents,  pour  Spirit  of  Wine  upon 
them,  and  diftil  their  EfTcnccs,  which  he  may  then 
make  ufe  of,  as  bis  underftanding  fhall  guide  him. 

I  have  already  declared,  that  Metallick  Spirits,  when 
pour’d  together,  do  Meliorate  one  another.  I  (hall 
add  no  more  at  prefent,  having  already  declared  too 
much  to  the  Unworthy,  and  for  thofe  that  fear  God, 
they  will  be  further  a(fifted  from  above,  and  led  to 
the  defired  end. 

In  like  manner  may  the  Elfences  of  all  common 
Stones,  Pebbles,  Metalline  Stones,  colour’d  Earths, 
be  extracted  without  any  foregoing  preparation  j  for 
which  God  be  praifed  for  evermore.  Amen, 

In  the  fame  way  wc  can  obtain  the  Elfences  of 
many  other  Mineral  Subjesfls,  without  any  preceding 
preparation ,  efpecially  of  fuch  as  are  Volatile, 
Kobolt,  Arfcnick,  Orpiment,  Bifmuth,  Zink,  Lapit 
Calaminaris.,  and  the  like  Realgars,  from  which  we  may 
diftil  very  poifonous,  but  withal  admirable.  Spirits,  in 
order  to  the  Melioration  of  Metals.  We  may  aMb 
take  the  fame  courfe  with  compaft  Metals  themfelves, 
and  diftil  their  Spirits  without  any  foregoing  Solution, 
viz.  we  muft  file  them  (mall,  make  them  red-hot,  and 
put  them  into  the  Diftillatory,  and  then  proceed  s$ 
before  hath  been  faid  with  the  Marcafites,  and  the 
Metalline  Spirit  will  come  over  with  its  natural  fmell, 
tafte  and  colour,  in  which  Spirits  great  wonders  lie 
hid,  but  are  of  greateft'ufe  in  Meliorating  of  Metals. 
Read  what  Paracelfns  writes  to  this  purpofe  in  his  Book 
called  V exatio  Alchymijiarum.,  where  you’l  meet  with 
what  will  fatisfie  you  in  this  matter.  Confider  well 
of  what  I  have  faid,  and  thou  wilt  find  more  than  I 
dare  fet  down  •,  for  it  is  no  fmall  or  common  thing  to 
obtain  the  pure  Souls  of  Compadl:  Metals,  without  any 
foregoing  Solution  of  their  Bodies. 

N.  B.  Thofe  Metals  which  arc  molten  with  Mine¬ 
rals,  being  filed,  and  proceeding  with  them  as  afore- 
faid,  aPord  a  Spirit  higher  in  colour,  and  of  a  ftrongcr 
fmeil  than  fimple  Metals.  Take  an  inftancefrom  Brafs, 
of  which  if  you  lay  a  piece  upon  a  red-hot  Coal,  it 
will  fend  forth  a  bad  ftcnch,  or  put  Coals  into  a  Brafs 
Chafing- Difh,  and  you’l  perceive  the  fame  i  which 
bad  fmell  proceeds  from  the  LapU  CalaminarU  which 
is  joyned  with  the  Copper,  the  (aid  LapU  Calammarit 
being  a  volatile  and  funking  Mineral.  So  likewife 
when  i  is  made  white  by  the  addition  of  Arfcnick, 
it  (links  much  worfe  than  when  it  is  join’d  w'nh  Lapit 
Calaminarij.,  as  being  much  more  poifonful.  This 
(linking  fume  which  proceeds  from  Brafs,  though  it 
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be  a  Spirit,  yet  is  not  without  a  Body,  and  may  be 
tailed  a  fpiritual  Body ,  or  Bodily  Spirit.  Thcfe  fumes 
are  hurtful  to  the  Brain  and  Heart  s  and  therefore  a 
wife  Man  endeavours  to  catch  this  Volatile  Spirit,  and 
:  to  turn  it  to  a  true  fi.x't  Tindure,  fixing  white  Metals 

I  into  apermanent  Yellow  i  as  the  ftinkiug  fume  of 
White  V,  made  fo  by  Arfenkh^^  may  be  reduced  to  a 
Tindfurc,  w’hich  will  tinge  Red  $  into  White. 
i  I  have  faid  enough  here,  he  that  hath  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear.  He,  who  deiires  to  know  more  con¬ 
cerning  thofe  MetaUkk^  Odours,  may  read  Brncefcus  ^ 
where  he  will  find,  that  from  them  the  Philofophers 
Stone,  or  higheft  Medicine  againft  all  Difcafes  of  Men, 
and  Metals  may  be  prepared  :  Of  which,  elfewhere  I 
may  have  occafion  to  treat  further. 

It  remains  now  to  difcover,  in  what  manner  the  Me- 
!  (dicinal  tinging  Spirits,  or  Souls  of  Stones,  are  to  be 
!  extracted,  wherewith  great  Honour  and  Riches  may 
be  obtained  in  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick.  TheProcefs 
is  the  very  fame,  as  with  the  Marcafttes  ^  for  when 
white  Pebbles  and  Chryftals,  or  colour’d  Stones,  as 
Jafper  Stones,  Lapis  Lazuli  and  the  like,  being  firft 
I  made  red  hot,  have  our  Alcohol  Vint  poured  upon 
I  them  in  a  convenient  Diftillatory,  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
'  carries  over  their  feveral  Colours,  which  Tindures  are 
of  greatufe  in  Phyfick.  In  this  way ,  we  may  get  a 
I  Spirit  from  Lime  ftones,  which  is  moft  fubtil,  and 
:  Urong  of  any  other  whatfoever. 

As  for  Corals  and  Pearls,  they  ate  not  to  be  made 
red  hot  (  becaufe  their  Virtue  is  deftroyed  by^  ftrong 
I  Fire)  but  only  heated,  and  pour  Spirit  of  Wine  up- 
j  on  them,  by  which  means  the  Spirit  of  Wine  will  bring 
I  over  the  Effence  of  Corals  of  a  curious  red  Colour, 
and  that  of  Pearls  white  as  Milki 

The  Stones  that  are  found  in  Fifties,  Crabs  eyes,  fo 
I  called,  need  only  to  be  pulveriied,  without  heating 
■  them ,  and  in  abftrading  the  Spirit  of  Wine  from 
j  them,  we  obtain  all  their  Virtues  i  which  Spirit  of 
j  Wine  being  afterwards  feparated  there  from,  as  I  have 
!  taught,  or  according  to  my  new  invention  burnt  away, 
we  ftiall  get  the  true  Magiftery  of  thcle  Stones  ,  be- 
j  ing  apleafant  Salt^  full  of  Virtues,  and  without  any 
thing  of  Corrofivencls.  This  Salt  is  the  true  Magi- 
;  fiery  of  thefe  Fifti-ftones.  The  like  true  Magifteries 
j  may,  without  the  affiftance  of  any  Corrofive,  be  pre- 
I  pared  of  Coral ,  Pearls,  Mother  ot  Pearl ,  Cockle- 
fiiells,  and  the  Egg- (hells  of  fome  particular  Birds,  as 
j  alfo  of  foft  Stones,  fuch  as  Lapis  Lyncis,  Judaicus, 

!  &c.  Let  no  Body  think  ((range,  that  I  make  menti¬ 

on  here  of  Egg-ftiells,  amongft  the  reft^  feeing  it  is 
certain,  that  they  have  their  Original  from  Stones, 
as  Experience  teacheth  us,  for  when  Hens  are  coop’d 
:  up  in  the  Winter  time,  in  places  where  they  cannot 
r  meet  with  Sand, or  fmall  Stones,  they  lay  Eggs  with¬ 
out  (hells.  Wherefore  Egg-ftiells  are  not  to  be  con- 
I  temned,  for  when  according  to  my  Inftrudions  they  are 
!  reduc’d  to  Magifteries,  they  are  of  great  ufe  in  curing 
’  the  Stone  and  Gout  :  And  are  u(ed  with  extraordi- 
;  nary  Succefs,  to  haften  the  Birth' in  Women,  ftrength- 
ning  both  Mother  and  Child,  and  helping  to  expel  the 
i  After-Birth. 

Swallows  Egg-ftiells  may  eafily  be  had,  forafmuch 
: ,  as  after  they  have  hatch’d  their  young,  they  caft  them 
!  out  of  their  Nefts,  and  afford  an  excellent  Medicine 
againft  the  Falling  Sicknefs.  The  Egg-ftiells  of  the 
Wag-tail  would  be  yet  more  effectual  to  this  purpofe, 
if  they  could  be  got,  for  no  Bird  is  fubjed:  to  the  Fal- 
I  ling  Sicknefs,  but  it:  For  being  caught,  and  running 
about  wMth  other  Birds  in  the  Winter,  it’s  oft  feiz'd 
vifith  the  Falling  Sickndfs,  his  Feet  ftagger,  his  Head 


and  Tail  tremble,  and  at  laft  falls  on  his  Back,  but 
continues  not  fo  long,  for  tiling  again,  he  plucks  out 
fijine  of  his  Feathers,  and  thereupon  immediately  re¬ 
covers,  and  runs  about,  eats  and  drinks  as  before:  Of 
W'fiofc  feathers,  fince  their  Egg-fhells  are  not  to  be 
got,  a  Magiftery  may  be  prepared  againft  that  Diftcm- 
per. 

They  who  know,  chat  great  Virtues  are  contained 
even^  in  natural  fuperfluities,  will  not  w'onder  at  my 
treating  here  of  Egg-ftiells  and  Feathers.  Some  great 
Philofophers  have  (et  down  the  way  of  making  the 
Philofophers  Stone  of  them  •,  amongft ’the  reft,  a  cer¬ 
tain  Author,  writing  concerning  Mans  hair  and  Egg- 
ftiells,  concludes  thus  ;  T hough  thefe  matters  may  feeni 
to  be  very  jirange  and  abfurd,yet  who  is  there  that  k^ows 
all  things.  See  ? 

Many  other  Subjeds  might  be  hinted,  from  whence 
Magifteries  may  be  prepared,  but  I  think  it  needlefs, 
he  who  fets  upon  the  work  will  eafily  find  many  more, 
than  I  have  mentioned.  1  ftiall  only,  by  the  way,  take 
notice,  that  the  common  Magifteries  of  the  Apothecaries 
Shops,  are  no  Magifteries,  but  mere  dead,  unprofita¬ 
ble  Powders. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  Preparation  of  Vegetables 
and  Animals,  which  being  of  different  Natures,  muff 
alfo  difterently  be  prepared.  As  for  Inftance,  Opium 
(which  is  a  tough  Juice,  and  cannot  be  pulverized  ) 
muft  be  cut  in  thin  flices,  and  laid  on  a  Tin  Plate  be¬ 
fore  the  Fire,  or  any  other  convenient  w'ay,  to  be 
dried,  and  then  powdred  which  done,  we  muft  pour 
upon  it  fome  of  our  Alcohol  of  Wine  ,  and  after  a 
(hort  digeftion  diftil  it,  by  which  means  we  fhall  get 
it’s  moft  fubtil  Effence  Y  and,  if  afterwards  we  burn 
away  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  part  of  this  Effence  will  a- 
feend  with  the  Mercurial  Water,  and  other  part  ftay 
behind.  The  former  of  thefe,  viz.  the  Volatile  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Opium  is  fo  powerful,  that  when  onlv  fmtlt  to, 
it  is  of  better  effect  than  the  common  Laudanum  0 pia¬ 
tum  taken  in  fubftance.  The  Red  I  iquer,  which  re¬ 
mains  behind  in  the  Cup  or  Difh  after  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  is  burnt  away,  m.ay  be  taken  inwardly.  That 
which  remains  in  the  Glaff  Body  after  Ififtillation  is  of 
no  great  ufe,  and  may  be  caft  away  ,  yet  if  any  one 
will  take  the  pains  to  diffolve  it  in  common  v,  filter, 
and  after  reduce  it  to  the  confiftence  of  Pills,  perhaps 
he  will  not  find  it  much  inferior  to  the  common  Lau¬ 
danum  Opiatum,  The  Oyl  wnich  remains  in  the  Cup 
is  of  very  excellent  Virtue,  as  having  paft  the  Purga¬ 
tory  Fire  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  whereby  it  is  much 
corrected:  Wherefore  alfo  we  find,  that  this  Oyl  is 
wholly  devefted  of  that  loathfome  Smell  that  is  inOpk 
urn.  But  yet  the  Mercurial  Virtue ,  which  affends  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Flame,  is  far  better  than  that  which 
ftays  behind,  not  only  in  Virtue,  but  becaufe  being  in 
the  form  of  a  clear  v  without  Tafte  or  Smell,  it  may 
with  the  more  eafe  be  taken  bv  the  Sick.  The  faid 
Oyl  may  alfo  with  Saffron,  and  the  Narcotick  ^  of 
the  Vitriol  of  ?  be  thickned  and  reduced  to  the  Con¬ 
fiftence  of  Pills. 

This  Medicine  is  of  great  ufe,  for  fuch  as  are  in' 
pain,  and  want  their  due  Reft,  re  noving  the  one,  and 
procuring  the  other  :  And  no  Body  can  be  ignorant, 
how  ncctffary  Sleep  and  Abftinence  arc,  to  preferve 
Health,  as  well  as  to  remove  Difeafes. 

According  to  this  way,  we  may  extract:  the  Virtues' 
of  all  vegetable  Subjeds,  and  greatly  exalt,  as  well  as 
cnired  them,  where  need  is. 

N.  B.  Henbane  and  lobacco, this  way  prepared, afford 
Narcetickj  not  inferior  to  Opium.  Aloes,  A'lyrrh^  and 
Safforn  handled  in  this  mapner,  make  an  Elixir  Pro- 
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prietstis.^  ten  times  better  t!ian  that  deferihed  by  Pa- 
raceljhs.,  or  Plelmnut  :  For  our  Alcohol  Vint  brings  over 
only  their  pured  Effence,  which  is  afterwards  yet  fur¬ 
ther  exalted  through  the  Flames  of  the  Spirit  of 
Wine,  x^ccording  to  this,  method,  a  Man  may  pre¬ 
pare  from  Vegetables  excellent  Cordials,  Cephul/ckj^ 
Erengtheners  of  the  Stnm2ic\\.Nephnticks.&c.  which  in 
their  effetis  will  far  exceed  the  Common.  Only  we 
are  to  obfcfve  •,  that  when  we  have  a  mind  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  univerfal  Medicine,  we  need  not  to  meddle 
with  Vegetables  or  Animals,  which  are  Grandfather 
Vemogorjrons  green  Cloak,  forafmuch  as  a  little  piece 
of  his  Heart,  is  far  more  valuable  than  his  whole 
Cloak  •,  wherefore  he  that  would  prepare  an  univerfal 
Medicine,  of  greater  Virtues  than  all  Vegetables  and 
Animals  contain,  let  him  take  to  Task  a  part  of  this 
Vemognrgons  Heart.  Concerning  which,  if  the  Rea¬ 
der  deOre  further  to  be  fatified,  let  him  perufe  a  Trea- 
tife  of  the  incomparable  Philofopher  Bracefetts-, 

pf  the  Iree  of  Life  ^  where  he  may  be  informed,  who 
this  Vetmgorgon  is,  what  his  clothes,  aad  what  the 
inmoft  Blood  of  his  Heart  are. 

Now  by  the  wa^'’,  to  fpeak  a  little  of  this  Demo- 
gorgon.,  we  are  to  underhand,  that  the  Ancients  always 
deferibed  their  univerfal  W^ork,  not  plainly  fo,  as  to 
be  apprehended  by  every  one,  buf  wrapt  up  in  Rid¬ 
dles  and  Allegories  \  all  of  them  pointing  to  this  De- 
rHogorgon.,  who  has  his  Seat  in  the  Center  of  the  Earth, 
having  a  rufty  Colour’d,  and  green  Cloak  call  about 
him  i  which  in  plain  terms,  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Fire,  which  God,  when  he  created  the  World, 
placed  there  as  an  everlafting  vivifyng  Fire  j  by  means 
of  which  quickening  Fire,  not  only  Metals  and  Mine¬ 
rals  are  produced,  butalfoall  Herbs,  Plants  and  Trees; 
Upon  which  Account,  the  ancient  Philofophers  have 
deferibed  this  Demogorgott.,  to  be  the  Grandfather  of 
all  the  Heathen  Gods,  that  is  Metallkk^  Subjects,  and 
an  Upholder  of,  and  Provider  for  all  things  that  are 
within,  as  well  as  wdthout  the  Earth  *,  for  all  things 
proceed  from  one  Original,  viz.,  this  Vemogorgon. 
Concerning  which,  See  the  Lxveljth  Treatife  of  Sendi- 
vogius. 

Metals  and  Minerals,  are  as  it  were  the  Shirt,  or 
inmoft  covering  pf  Vemogorgon.^  whereas  Vegetables 
and  Animals,  are  but  his  Cloak,  or  upper  Garment. 
The  Ancients  haye  writ  much  concerning  this  Demo- 
gnrgofi,  attributing  to  him,  not  only  the  Generation 
and  growth  of  Stones  and  Metals,  but  declaring  him 
to  be  the  Father  of  thofe  living  Spirits,  which  are  of¬ 
ten  found  in  the  Mountains,  where  Mines  are,  efpeci- 
ally  of  O  or  p,  about  which,  if  the  Reader  dehre  to 
be  further  fatisfied  ,  let  him  read  George  Agricola 
his  Ireatife  concerning  Subterraneous  living  Creatures. 

To  return  then  to  out  Demogorgon,  I  fay,  there  are 
found  feme  contemptible  Minerals,  in  which  all  the 
Virtues  of  Vegetables  and  Animals  lye  concentred 
which  Minerals  take  theif  Original  from  the  purefi 
Heart-blood  of  Demogorgon  :  Such  Minerals  as  thefe 
we  are  to  take  in  hand,  if  w*e  would  prepare  an  uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine  againftall  Difeafes,  as  well  as  a  Tin¬ 
cture,  to  meliorate  all  white  Metals  with  great  Gain 
and  Prohf.  We  are  alfo  to  obferve,  that  fuch  an  uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine,  may  cafily,  with  little  Charges,  and 
in  few  days, be  prepared  :  For  the  Minerals  themifelves 
coft  little  or  nothing,  the  Diffjlvent  is  very  cheap,  and 
fhe  burning  Spirit  is  not  Chargeable,  fo  that  an  Uni¬ 
verfal  Medicine,  to  meliorate  Vegetables,  Animals 
and  Minerals,  may  be  made  with  the  Charge  of  an  An¬ 
gel  ^  vvhich,  certainly ,  is  a  ftrange  and  wonderful 
Compendi^Mn.  All  this  may  be  done  with  the  help  of 


pur  Spirit  of  Wine  Alcolifjtus,  witheuf  which,  the 
Effence  of  thefe  Minerals  cannot  be  brought  over  nor 
be  made  perfedly  fweet  and  fine,  without  enduring 
the  Purgatory  of  its  refining  Flames  ;  Wherefore,  al¬ 
io  our  Elias  Art/jt a.,  or  Salt  of  Art,  wherewith  we 
acLiareour  burning  Spirit,  and  make  fuch  a  wonderful 
Menjiruum  of  it,  may  well  be  called  the  Monarch  of 
Stilts.  And  todemon/frate,  that  fuch  a  Medicine  pre¬ 
pared  of  xMetals  or  Animals,  with  the  help  of  our 
Salt  of  Art  joyned  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  is  not  only 
able  to  cure  all  the  the  Difeafes  of  Men  and  Metals, 
but  alfo  of  Vegetables,  appears  firft  from  hence,  that 
an  univerfal  Medicine  can  fcarccly,  oi:  at  all  be  pre¬ 
pared  without  the  Concurrence  of  Vegetables  and 
Animals  :  For  which  reafori  the  Philofophers  fay,  that 
their  Stone  is  Vegetable,  Animal  and  Minerali  ffthen 
the  univerfal  Medicine  be  made  up  of  thefe  three,  we 
muft  conclude  affo,  that  it  is  Mafter  and  Commander 
over  them.  The  ufe  of  this  Medicine  in  the  fevera! 
three  Kingdoms,  is  as  follows.  ’When  by  means  of 
our  fartariz.ed  Spirit  of  Wine,  thou  haft  brought  over 
the  pure  Effence  of  a  Metal  or  Mineral,  and  fepara- 
ted  the  Spirit  of  Wine  from  the  ALetaHick^  Effence 
by  burning  it  away,  then  the  faid  Effence  flays  be¬ 
hind  in  the  Cup  or  Difli,  wherein  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
was  burnt  away,  and  may  without  any  other  Prepa¬ 
ration  be  made  ufe  of,  for  the  Cure  of  all  curaMe 
Difeafes.  But  when  we  have  a  mind  to  tuake  ufe  of 
this  Effence,  for  the  meliorating  of  Metals,  we  muft 
firft  ferment  it  with  common  ©  or  )),  for  without  this, 
the  Soul  or  Qiiintcffence  of  Metals  can  have  no  in- 
grefs  into  Metals,  fo-as  to  unite  with  them  in  a  Fire 
of  Fufion.  We  are  alfo  to  note,  that  when  this  Me- 
tallick^  Effence  is  fermented  with  Sol ,  it  becomes  a 
Solar  Tintfture,  but  when  with  D,  it  only  affords  a 
white  Tin(fture.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  when 
we  take  two  parts  of  o,  and  one  of  D  for  our  ferment, 
we  ftiall  have  a  Red  TindFure,  and  (b  on  the  contrary, 
if  we  tnake  ufe  of  two  or  three  parts  of  ]),  jo  one  of 
©,  it  will  only  be  a  white  Tind'ure,  becaufe  the  pre¬ 
dominant  Metal  determines  the  Tindfure.  But  he 
who  hath  once  obtained  a  well  prepared  Quinteflence 
of  Metals,  will  eafily  know  the  ferment  and  way  of 
applying  it,  for  a  due  application  is  of  great  moment 
in  this  matter.  I  have  known  fome,  who  had  ex¬ 
tracted  good  Tinctures  from  $  and  J,  but  under- 
ftood  not  the  way  of  fermenting  them,  that  is  of  joyn- 
ing  their  ferment  without  their  Tinctures  j  neither  did 
they  underftand  the  Inceration,  that  is,  the  way  to  give 
to  your  Tinctures[eafie  Fluxibility  and  Ingrefs,  fo  could 
not  arrive  at  their  defired  End.  Were  the  World 
worthy  of  it,  I  could  fet  down  an  eafie,  cheap  and 
flfiort  way,  to  extract  much  ©  out  of  S,  by  which 
means  every  one  that  is  fomewhat  skilled  in  Diftilling, 
Melting  and  Cupelling,  might  have  a  Rich  and  inex- 
haufted  Mine  in  his  own  Houfc,  but  it  is  much  better 
to  be  filent,  than  to  ftrengthen  Men  in  their  Pride  and 
wickednefs. 

But  to  return  to  the  Medicinal  ufe  of  our  Tinftuies, 
we  are  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Red  Oyl,  which  re¬ 
mains  after  the  burning  away  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine 
in  the  Cup,  is  fitteft  to  make  a  Mefallkk^  Tinefture  of : 
But  the  0  or  Celeftial  V'itrkl w'hich  mounts  vvith 
the  Flame  of  fhe  Spirit  of  Wine,  is  the  moft  proper 
Medicine  for  human  Bodies:  For  this  pure  Mercurial  v 
is  the  true  and  beft  v  of  Life,  wherewith,  not  alone 
Men,  but  alfo  other  Animals,  yea  and  Vegetables 
too,  may  be  cured  of  all  Difeafes,  and  Evils  incident 
to  them.  And  forafmuch,  as  the  higheft  Medicine  of 
Vegetables  is  the  Nourifliment  they  draw  from  the 
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™  c^“l  ‘''*'5’  ?■'’•  Theft  pieces  oraiAr.ated  7,  .curt 

rf  A  el^rm  T’'  “  “l-' ’'l  "“c  “"''j  ?°'  ’  "'7'  ,  "■''''  ‘‘5  contrary,  for  «  hich  you  can  chooft 

ot  the  cheriflMng  heat  of  the  Sun  and  Rain,  are  the  '  ’  '  •  -■  - 


DpcfU  of  oil  »  ui  •  ■  I  "  ■■■■'  better  than  a  Liquor  of  Flints  .prepared  in 

Deatl)  ol  all  Vegetables,  u  is  app^arent^that  there  can  the  fame  manner,  which  I  have  (aught  in  the  ft- 

tables  ,h  't'b  "  /  '77'’  "n  ?'  7  P"'  "T  The  Glafs^  wherein  you 

rf  I  ift  o  ‘‘’i??“;.T''«“hcnnnng  and  vivifying  v  l  pu,  this  Liquor  of  Flints,  muft  be  of  the  fame  wide- 

VevblU  1?  7  t.  ■  “7  7,  nefs  at  the  top,  as  at  the  bottom,  and  about  an  hand- 

Vegetables  are  llecped  therein  ,  and  fee  only  m  Sand,  |  breadth  high  ,  and  SUM  with  the  faid 

they  immcuiatcly  flioot  up  and  grow  :  And  having  Liquor,  to  which,  put  your  A,V/  concentred  by  the 


this  effect  upon  Vegetables,  we  have  the  lefs  reafon 
to  doubt  of  its  cherifhing,  and  vivifying  Virtue  on 
human  Bodies,  as.  indeed  there  cannot  be  abetter 
Medicine  to  rid  the  Body  of  Man,  of  all  manner  of 
Difeafes  than  this  Univcrfal  Bleffcd  v  of  Life,  or 
heavenly  Rain  v.  When  we  attentively  confider  Na¬ 
ture,  we  find,  (hat  the  Life  and  growth  of  all  Vege¬ 
tables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  is  Originally  from  the 
Air,  or  an  Airy  volatile  Spirit.  Thus  we  can  make 
all  hard  Stones  and  Metals  grow  as  it  were  in  a 
moment,  by  means  of  fuch  a  volatile  Spirit,  concer¬ 
ning  which,  1  have  fpoken  in  the  Second  Part  of  my 
Furnaces. 

This  fudden  growth  of  Stones  and  Metals,  I  have 
many  years  fince  (hewed  to  fomeof  my  Friends,  who 
greatly  admired  the  fame,  but  could  not  comprehend 
that  reafon  thereof.  Now  therefore,  to  fatishe  the 
Seatchers  after  truth,  I  declare,  that  all  growth,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  Mkrocofme  ,  or  Macrocofme  proceeds  from 
a  Spirit,  or  Volatile  Salt^  arifing  from  two  contraries, 
viz.  an  Acid  and  an  Alkali  ^  for  when  an  Alkali.^  and 
an  Acid  Spirit  meet,  they  caufe  an  Effervefcence,  du¬ 
ring  which,  there  proceeds  from  them  both  a  very 
fubtil  Spirit,  .which  has  the  Nature  and  Property  to 
make  all  things  grow.  If  a  Man  takes  this  Spirit  in¬ 
wardly  ^  it  procures  and  preferves  health  i  if  it  be 
joyn’d  to  an  Herb,  it  makes  it  to  grow  and  (hoot  up 
fuddenly.  With  this  Spirit  we  can  make  an  Herb 
grow  from  its  Seed  in  the  midft  of  Winter,  (  but  it 
muft  be  in  a  warm  Room,)fo  as  it  may  be  feen  to  grow  ^ 
which  my  felf  have  performed  more  than  once.  And 
to  make  it  appear,  that  this  fwift  growth  only  prcH-, 
ceeds  from  a  volatile  Spirit,  produc’d  by  the  ftrife  of 
two  contraries,  I’le  give  this  inftance  j  pour  one 
Pound  of  Oyl  of  upon  one  or  two  Pound  of 

•calcined  tartar^  not  at  once,  but  by  degrees,  and  at  fe- 
vcral  times,  and  it  will  caufe  a  great  ftrife  and  Effer- 
Vefcence,  cover  the  Cucurbit  with  its  Head,  and  give 
Fire  in  a  Sand  Furnace,  by  which  means  a  very  fub- 
til  volatile  Spirit  comes  into  the  Receiver.  If  before 
this  Work  be  undertaken,  a  Stone  hath  been  difTol- 
ved  by  the  calcined  Tartar.^  and  a  Metal  in  the  Oyl 
of  Vitriol,  then  the  Spirit,  which  proceeds  from  them, 
will  be  much  more  powerful  •,  becaufe  the  Virtue  both 
of  the  Stone  and  Metal  comes  over  with  the  Spirit. 
In  this  manner  may  a  volatile  Spirit  be  had  from  all 
Acids  and  Alkali}. 

;  Todemonftrate  this  further,  that  the  growth  of  all 
things  proceeds  from  the  ftrife  of  two  contraries,  take 
this  inftance:  Diffblve  fome  Iron  or  Copper  in  Spirit  of 
S.alt,  or  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  draw  off  the  Flegrti,  in  which 
Diftillation  none  of  the  Acid  Spirit  will  come  over  j  be- 
caufe  it  is  joyn’d  and  concentred  with  the  Metal,  ani¬ 
mating  and  difpofing  it  to  (hoot  up  and  to  grow  fwiftly, 
foas  the  eye  may  perceive  it  grow,  like  a  Tree  with  a 
Body,  Bnuglrs,  Branches,  and  Twigs;  Take  this  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt  or  Vitriol,  concentred  by  the  (J,as  foon  as 
ypu  have  taken  it  out  of  the  Furnace,  whilft  it  is  yet 
warm,  and  break  it  into  little  Bitts,  about  the  bignefs 
of  large  Peafe  (  if  you  fhould  Buffer  it  to  grow  cold, 
ft  would  by  attraiTiing  the  Air,  fuddenly' run  into  ah 


S  ,  laying  the  pieces  orderly  a  thumbs  breadth  from 
one  another,  and  place  the  Glafs,  where  it  may  not 
be  fhaken  or  jogg’d.  As  foon  as  thefe contraries  are 
thus  joyned,  they 'begin  to  aft  upon  one  another  •,  but 
forafmuch,  as  the  one  of  thefe  contraries  is  concen¬ 
tred  by  the  $ ,  and  become  hard,  it  cannot  mingle  it 
felf  with  its  adverfary,  or  deftroy  it,  fo  they  only 
vex  and  anguifh  one  another,  in  doing  which,  a 
warmth  arifeth  between  them,  and  the  one  contrary 
pufheth  the  other  to  fhoot  and  grow  ■,  the  hard  and 
dry  part,  viz.  the  animated  S  drawing  fo  much  moi- 
fture  from  its  contrary,  the  Liquor  of  Flints,  as  makes 
it  heave  and  begin  to  grow  in  form  of  a  Plant,  with 
Root,  Stock,  Branches,  and  Twigs,  very  pleafant  to 
behold,  the  growth  being  very  fwift,  fo  as  within  an 
hour  and  an  half,  or  two  hours  at  the  moft,  the  whole 
Glafs  is  fill’d  with  little  iron  Trees,  which  grow  har¬ 
der  and  harder,  and  when  they  are  hard  enough, 
(  which  will  be  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  four  hours  ) 
then  the  Liquor  of  Flints  maft  be  let  out  from  it 
through  a  hole,  left  on  purpofe  in  the  bottom  of ‘the 
Glafs,  and  the  Plant,  or  little  Tree,  remains.  If  we 
defire  to  make  a  more  pleafant  fight  of  it,  we  may 
take  feveral  Metals,  and  make  them  grow  up  like  a 
Tree  •,  <J  affords  a  dark  brown,  Veuus  a  green  ,  T?  2jL 
and  5  a  White  and  Grey,])  a  Blew, and  ©  a  Yellow  Co¬ 
lour.  Minerals  alfo  give  different  Colours  from  Me¬ 
tals  i  Lapis  Calaminaris  grows  not  into  Trees,- but 
into  the  refembLnce  of  Mountains  and  Rocks  of  a  White 
and  Greyifh  Colour.^ 

If  wchave  a  mind  to  make  Stones  to  grow,  we  pro- 
eftd  thus,  firft  we  melt  the  Stone,  whether  White  or 
Coloured, into  atranfparent  Glafs,  and  pout  it  forth  in¬ 
to  a  Copper  Bafon,  where  it  will  flow  broad  and  thin, 
and  will  be  the  fitter  to  be  broke  info  as  fmall  pieces 
as  we  defire.  Which  peices  we  place  as  before  in  a  flat 
bottom’d  Glafs  before  deferibed,  which  muft  be  full 
of  an  Acid  Spirit  mixed  with  vvater,  fo  as  it  may  nei¬ 
ther  be  too  (harp,  nor  too  weak  j  for  if  it  be  weak- 
ned  with  too  much  water,  it  will  not  retain  ftrength 
enough  to  make  it  grow,  and  if  the  Acid  be  too  ffarp, 
it  wilt  diffolve  the  Alk^liz.ed  Stone,  wherefore  great 
care  muft  be  taken ,  as  to  this  particular.  ^ . 

N.  B.  The  Magmfia  gives  a  Blood-red  Tree,  and 
much  more  beautiful  than  any  of  the  Metals;  Only 
obferve,  that  Metals  may  be  made  to  grow  with  lefs 
trouble  than  Stones.  ,  . 

From  what  hath  been  faid,  it  appears  beyond  dif- 
pute,  that  the  growth  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Mi¬ 
nerals  (  Stones  not  eXcepted  )  proceeds  from  two  con¬ 
traries.  I  could  eafily  make  this  out  more  amply  and 
fully,  but  having  treated  of  the  fame  in  other  parts 
of  my  Writings,  Ifhall  let  it  reft  here. 


An 
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An  Appendix  or  COROLLARY. 

I  Have  in  the  foregoing  Treatife  declared  the  ufe 
of  the  Salt  of  Art,  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchimy, 
and  have  fet  down  nothing,  but  what  iny  felf  have 
experienced.  What  I  have  writ  concerning  our  Alco- 
lized  Spirit  of  Wine,  is  alfo  the  very  truth  :  And  tho’ 
what  I  have  here  fet  down  might  f^em  to  fuffice^  yet 
I  cannot,  before  I  conclude  thisfmall  Book,  but  men¬ 
tion  a  much  greater  Gift  of  God,  than  that  of  which  I 
have  fpoken  here,  viz>  that  God  hath  vouchfafed  Man¬ 
kind,  for  preferving  their  Health,  a  $ubje(ft,  wherein 
the  Powers  and  Virtues  of  all  Vegetables,  Animals 
and  Minerals,  are  fumm’d  up  and  united  together  i 
which  SubjeeT:  may  be  had  in  all  places  for  nothing, 
and  however  contemptible  it  may  feem  to  the  ignorant, 
yet  it  is  the  matter  of  the  higheft  Medicine  in  the 
World.  Every  Man  can  have  enough  of  it  from 
himfelf,  needs  therefore  not  to  go  to  another  for  it. 


Adam  and  Eve  our  firft  Parents  brought  this  matter  ^ 
with  them  out  of  Farad ife  ^  yea,  every  one  brings  it  A 
along  with  him  from  his  Mothers  wtsmb.  i* 

Let  no  Man  imagin,  that  Ifpeak  hereof  Urine,  or 
Mans  Dung,  it  is  fomething  elfe,  and  more  dcTpifed 
than  either  of  them,  fo  that  a  proud  Man  will  fcarce- 
ly  light  upon  it.  I  fay,  if  a  Man  know  this  Subject, 
and  how  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  Phylick,  he  may  well  ' 
account  himfelf  happy,  as  needing  nothing  of  all  that 
is  in  the  World  befides,  in  Cafe  he  hath  only  ftrength, 
place,  and  convenience  to  prepare  the  fame.  The 
Subjedf  cofts  nothing, and  the  Preparation  requiresnei- 
ther  GlafTcs,  Coals  nor  Furnace.  I  commend  this  Sub¬ 
ject  to  Phyficians  above  any  other  in  the  World,  the  1 
Preparation  being  eafie,  and  without  Charges,  and  may  | 
be  finifhed  in  few  days :  So  that  the  knowledge  of 
this  Subjetfr,  and  its  eafie  Preparation,  ought  not  to  be 
look’d  upon,  as  an  invention  of  Man, bur  as  a  wonder¬ 
ful,  and  undeferved  Gift  of  God,  referved  only  for  I 
thofe,  who  defpife  the  World  with  all  its  Vanities,  re-  ■ 
nounce  the  Devil  and  all  his  Works,  and  avoid  the 
Company  of  wicked  Men,  his  adherents. 


Of  the  Three  moft  noble  STONES  generated 

by  Three  Secret  FIRES. 

AND 

Fir/i^  Of  the  Stone  of  Philofophers,  'nihich  is  prepared  bj  the  Secret 
Fire  of  the  Wife.  . 

Secondly^  of  the  upper  and  lowr  T'hunder^jlone  ^  ho'w  they  are  gene^ 
rated  aboye^  by  the  Meteorological  Fire  ;  and  beloss?^  by  the  fecret 
Artificial  Fre,  Andy 

Fhirdlyy  Hovo  the  Lapis  Ignis,  or  Fire^fione  of  Bafilius,  is  to  be  pre^ 
pared  out  of  Antimony  by  Art, 

And  host)  thofe  Fhree  mofl  noble  Stones  of  the  World,  are  to  be  ufed 
in  Phyfcfi  and  Alchjmy,  F'ranfated  out  of  the  High-Dutch 
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IN  the  end  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Seventh 
Fart  of  ray  Pharmacopcea  Spa^yrica^  I  have  made 
mention  of  Three  Fires,  which  are  not  Common, 
but  unknown  to  the  World.  By  which  are  ge¬ 
nerated  three  wonderful  Stones,  which  I  did  intend 
to  publifh.  Firft,  of  the  fecret  Fire  of  Philofophers, 
commonly  called  the  Fire  of  Artephius.,  becaufe  Arte^ 
fhius  a  very  ancient  Philofophcr  did  hrft  write  of  it, 
who  was  alfo  envious  like  others,  and  would  write 
nothing  of  it  ,  till  he  came  to  be  nine  hundred 
Years  old,  which  way  the  Philofophers  Stone  was 
to  be  made  by  this  Fire.  Thcfe  Writings  have  been 
long  tolled  up  and  down  the  World,  before  any  could 
be  certain,  whether  or  no  this  miraculous  Fire  could 
be  found  in  Nature.  At  length  fbme  Philofophers  at¬ 


tain’d  its  knowledge,  and  pnblifhed  it  for  the  good 
of  the  World.  But  becaufe,  thofe  Philofophers  were 
very  obfeure  in  their  Writings,  the  Art  could  not  be 
made  common,  but  remaineth  fecret  to  this  hour  :  So 
that  one  of  a  Thoufand  among  the  now  reputed  Phi¬ 
lofophers,  (who  have  fill’d  the  whole  World  with 
their  unexperienced  Writings)  fcarcely  oiie  is  to  be 
found,  who  know  any  thing  of  it.  And  becaufe  this 
fecret  fire  was  called  by  the  true  Philofophers,  Ignif 
Philofophorum,  it  would  havebecomed  them,  to  know 
fomewhat  of  it.  Helmont  the  moft  experienced  and 
learned  Philofopher  of  his  time,  although  he  had 
ftudied  long  in  the  Univerfities,  yet  he  doth  not  Glo¬ 
ry  in  any  Arts  he  there  learned  :  But  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  he  faith,  that  Phyfick, as  it  is  taught  in  the  Schools, 
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fs  of  no  value.  And,  that  not  the  UniverHties,  but 
the  Fire,  made  him  a  Fhilofopher.  And  therefore, 
he  calls  himfelf  a  Fhilofopher  by  the  Fire.  And  with 
cut  doubt,  our  fccret  Fire  was  known  to  him,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  his  excellent  Writings.  For  hh  Elems?otitm 
Ignis  Veneris,  to  which  he  attributes  fo  many  Virtues, 
could  not  well  be  made, without  this  fecret  Fire.  A  ^in- 
teffence  may  be  drawn  out  of  Venuj^hut  that  will  not 
effeft,  what  the  Red  Element  of  the  incombuftible 
Sulphur  can.  P jrjcelfuft  'i'n  his  Book  oE  Sulphur^  writes, 
that  an  excellent  Elimentum  Ignis  may  be  made 
out  of  common  Sulphur,  which  he  fo  highly  com¬ 
mends,  that  he  dares  to  fay,  that  except  a  Phyfidan 
hath  this  Element  of  Fire,  (  that  is  the  hxed  Quin- 
teflence  of  Sulphur,  among  his  Arcamms,  he  caunot 
lightly  be  reputed  a  Phyiician,  but  a  Money  Catcher, 
and  Robber  of  the  Sick.  In  my  lately  publilhed  Trea- 
tife  of  Sulphur,  1  have  alfo  deferibed  an  Elementum 
Ignis,  which  is  certainly  a  very  excellent  Medicine 
againft  all  Cold  Diftempers,  but  this  is  not  yet  fixed, 
but  combufiible,  but  the  Element  of  Fire  ought  to  be 
incombuftible.  For  as  long  as  a  Medicine  made  out 
of  Sulphur  is  ftill  combuftible,  and  fubjeft  to  blacken 
Silver  when  touched  with  it,  it  cannot  be  reputed  the 
true  Elementum  Ignis  Sulphuris.  For  the  true  Ele¬ 
ment  of  Fire  of  Sulphur  doth  not  make  Silver  black, 
but  tingeth  it  with  a  confiant  Golden  Colour,  which 
Cannot  be  waihed  Off.  As  alfo,  the  Element  of  Fire 
ought  td  be  of  this  Nature,  to  enter  a  Red  hot  Plate 
of  Silver  without  fume,  as  Oyl  finks  into  dty  Lea¬ 
ther  ->  and  to  tinge  it  Yellow.  Alfo,  it  ought  to  tinge 
common  b  info  Gold,  when  added  to  it  in  a  due 
beat.  This  QuinteflTence  of  Sulphur,  alfo  mufi:  not 
be  burnt  by  the  Fire  as  other  Oyl,  but  remain  irtcom- 
buftible.  Therefore,  the  Philofophers  have  called  it 
an  incombuftible  Oyl,  a  permanent  Water, 

-  tabile,  &c.  When  it  hath  thofe  Virtues,  then  it  can 
perform  what  Paracelfus  attributes  to  it,  vit.  Won¬ 
ders  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy  i  and  by  this,  Ariiio^ 
tie  and  his  followers  (  who  affert,  that  the  Species  of 
Metals  cannot  be  tranfmuted  )  are  quite  out  of  DoorS. 

It  is  true,  Ariflotle  alfo  faith,  that  the  Metals  cafinot 
be  tranfmuted,  if  they  be  not  firft  reduced  to  their 
firft  matter,  of  which  I  have  fufficiently  treated. 
This  our  fixed  Oyl  of  Sulphur  tranfrautes  the  Metals 
without  any  precedent  redu6iion  of  them  to  their  firft 
matter.  For  our  fecret  Fire  hath  taken  away  what- 
foever  was  pernicious  or  combuftible  i  lo  that  only  the 
pureft  and  incombuftible  part  remains,  by  which  fuch 
great  things  in  Medicine  and  Alchymy  are  perform¬ 
ed,  that  it  refuteth  all  thofe  who  fpcak  againft  it  ^  al¬ 
though  many  Impoftors  by  their  cheats,  from  place  to 
place,  have  given  occafion  to  fpeak  evil  of  theNobleff 

Arts  i  which  hath  had  an  ill  effed  heretofore  upon 
my  felf. 

An  Hiftory  of  the  Poifonous  Tayl  of  Common  Al¬ 
chymy. 

Here  foVones  d  lar^e  Hifiorical  Vigrejfton  of  fame 
great  Abufet  which  the  Author  fame  time  under- 
jvent,  but  pertaining  nothing  to  the  [cope  of  thU 
Treaiife,  I  wi^  hot  trouble  the  Reader  rpith'it. 

Now  concerning  our  fecret  Fire,  it  is' not  made  of 
Coals  or  Wood,  or  other  combuftible  Matter,  but 
compounded  of  certain  Fiery  Waters,  which  burn, 
but  not  like  other  Fires  without  the  Glafs,  but  always 
Within  the  Glafs  i  wherefore  Artepbius,  as  the  firft  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  fccret  Fue,  ufeth  thefe  words.  Our  Eire 
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it  Afinerah  Equal,  Contipual,  it  Vapours  not  jinlefs  it 
be  too  much  firred  up,  it  partah^es  of  Sulphur,  and  is, 
taken  elfetfbere  than  from  the  matter  it  puU.th  down  alt 
things  ,  d.'lfolveth,  congealeth,  and  calcineth,  it  is  arti- 
fcial  to  find  •,  it  is  a  jhort  rtay  without  coil,  at  the  leajf 
with  fmaH  cofi  it  is  moijl,  vaprous,  digrjiive,  altering, 
piercing,  fubtile.  Airy,  not  violent,  not  burning,  compaf- 
fing  or  envlronnirg.  Containing  but  one,  and  it  is  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  living  Water  which  goeth  about  and  containeth  the 
place,  where  the  R  'mg  dnd  ^een  bath  themfelves. 

This  is  ArtepbiHs'’s  Defeription  of  the  Fire  of  Phw 
lofophers.  Pontanus  hath  alfo  wrote  of  this  Fire,  to 
wbofe  Epiftle  I  refer  the  Reader  for  the  more  eafie  in- 
trodudlion  to  it. 

Artephius  hath  here  plainly  enough  deferibed  the 
Matter,  and  the.  Mercurial  Water,  and  Pontanus  hath 
confirmed  it.  He  to  vVhom  God  will ‘give  it,  will 
eafily  comprehend  it  •,  but  Artephius  and  Pontanus 
teach  nothing,  but  howto  ripen  the  Stone  of  Philofo¬ 
phers  compounded  of  Gold,  Silver,  and  Antimony, 
by  this  fecret  Fire.  But  becaufe  feveral  others  as  well 
univerfal  as  particular  are  to  be  eafily  prepared  by  this 
our  Fire,  I  think  fit  to  fay  fomewhat  of  ip  Our  Fire 
maturates  whatfoever  is  put  to  it,  whether  Vegetables, 
Animals,  or  Minerals,  and  therefore  our  Fire,  as  alfo 
the  Matter  of  the  Philofophers  Stone  it  feF,  is  caR 
led  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Mineral  j  as  alfo  a  natu-. 
tural,  non-natural,  and  fupernatural  Fire.  He  who 
is  not  fatisfied  with  this  may  read  Artephius  himfelf, 
where  he  will  find  more  of  this  our  fecret  Fire. 

Now  having  underftood  what  Artephius  and 
tanus  have  written  of  our  fecret  Fire,  I  could  not 
but  deferibe  it  fomewhat  more  openly,  to  fiiew  the 
Artift  a  nearer  and  eafier  way  to  obtain  it.  IGlauber 
can  truly  affirm  this.  That  in  my  young  days  I  have 
travelled  many  Countries,  and  diligently  fea'rched  foi 
an  Experienced  Fhilofopher,  that  might  teach  me 
fome  good.  But  I  no  where  found  my  defire,  but  I 
often  found  fome  diligent  Phyfician,  vvho  following 
Crollius ,  Hartman,  Beguinus,  and  other  Experienced 
Phyficians,  prepared  theit  own  Medicines,  by  which 
they  gained  Honour  and  Wealth',  and  were  therewith 
content.  Some  of  them  had  indeed  read  Artephius 
and  Pontanus,  but  bad  not  light  enough  to  under- 
ftand  them.  I  have  alfo  endeavoured  to  frequent  the 
elaboraories  of  Princes,  to  learn  fomething  there.  In¬ 
deed  I  found  Proceffes  enough  there,  which  vvere  fent 
from  great  Men,  By  following  of  which,  and  work¬ 
ing  in  Arfenick,,  Orpiment,  Cobalt,  Cinabar,  Mercury  and 
the  like  Minerals,  I  drew  a  great  deal  of  Poifon  into 
my  Body,  till  at  length  I  grew  weary  of  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  fet  my  mindirpon  Spugyrick^  Medicines,  by  which 
I  have  found  many  curious  Secrets,  and  gain’d  a  fuf- 
ficient  Livelyhood.  But  yet  at  the  fame  time,  I  at¬ 
tentively  read  the  Writings  of  the  Philofophers,  and 
out  of  them  learned  many  good  things,  chiefly  Bafih- 
us,  Bracefeus,  Neufementius ,  and  the  like  good  Au¬ 
thors  •,  but  the  fccret  Fire  ot  Artephius,  or  the  pro¬ 
per  Agent,  I  could  not  Learn,  1  have  often  Difeour- 
fed  of  it  with  Learned  men,  but  always  found,  that 
they  underftood  lefs  of  it  than  my  felf.  For  they  had 
not  read  the  Ancient  Philofophers ,  but  had  fpent 
their  time  in  getting  of  Money,  and  fending  their 
Receipts  to  the  Apot'hecareis  Sltops.  But  after  a  light 
was  enkindled  in  tnc  from  above,  and  I  began  to 
know  this  fecret  Fire ,  I  began  to  have  an  aveifion 
to  the  tedious,  and  troublefome  work  with  Glaffe'^, 
therefore  I  fet  it  all  alide,  and  now  find  my  felf  more 
at  eafe,  by  this  Capital  work,  for  I  make  no  further 
i  ufe  of  Furnaces,  Glaffes,  or  Coals,  bnt  can  now  do 
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rnote  and  greater  things  in  half  a  Nucnitll  or  Ego 
fiiell,  than  I  could  before,  with  all  my  Furnaces  , 
GlafTes  and  Coals ,  for  which  I  give  inceffant  thanks 
to  God,  who  is  the  giver  of  all  Good.  This  I  was 
willing  to  add,  wz.  that  our  Fire  is  hard  to  be  found, 
but  eafie  to  be  made,  when  known.  Concerning  the 
Matter,  it  is  not  always  the  fame,  but  rr^py  be  taken 
after  fevcral  ways,  yet  according  to  the  true  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  Fire,  for  this  is  all  in  all,  the  proper  A- 
gent  muft  be  only  excited  by  our  Fire,  and  carried  on 
to  the  promoting  cf  the  Maturation  of  our  Matter  v 
for  the  proper  Agent  is  here  as  much  concerned,  as  the 
fire  it  felf,  for  that  alone  could  not  work  fufficiently  to 
prepare  an  unripe  Mineral  by  it  felf,  without  the  help 
of  the  proper  Agent,  in  fb  fliort  a  time, into  a  Tindture 
conflant  in  the  fire,  or  univerfal  Medicine.  Now 
whoever  hath  a  mind  to  do  any  thing  with  our  fecret 
Fire,  muft  have  conftancy  of  mind,  tarry  at  home,  and 
beg  aftiftance  of  God,  whofe  Eleffing  he  muft  wait 
for  with  Patience. 

Now  concerning  the  farther  ufe  of  our  (ecret  Fire, 
it  is  thus,  that  all  Vegetables,  as  Herbs,  Roots,  Seeds, 
Woods,  &c.  and  all  Animals,  none  excepted,  together 
with  all  Minerals  and  Metals,  may  without  Coft,  be 
eafily  brought  into  excellent  Medicaments,  particularly. 
For  our  Fire  Maturates  the  purert  Anima^  or  Quint- 
efTence  of  all  things.  Poyfonous  Subjeds  are  con¬ 
verted  into  Medicine,  fowr  and  bitter  into  pleafant 
and  fweet.  The  immature  is  ripened  j  and  our  Fire 
can  be  better  compared  with  nothing,  than  with  the 
Sun,  which  gives  Life  to  all  Vegetables,  Animals, 
and  Minerals,  and  makes  the  imperfedf,  perfedf,  no¬ 
thing  excepted.  Inline,  Our  Fire  is  the  greateft  and 
moft  noble  in  the  World,  the  Sun  excepted:  But  God 
is  above  all,  the  Lord  of  the  Creation.  But  what 
reed  I  fay  much  of  the  Melioration  of  Vegetables,  A- 
nimals  and  Minerals,  by  our  fecret  Fire,  1  have  faid 
enough,  if  I  Ihould  fay  more,  it  would  render  it  too 
Common. 

But  thus  much  it  will  beneceffary  to  add,  viz.  what 
the  Subjeds  are,  which  are  the  moft  eafily  wrought 
upon  by  our  Fire.  Among  Vegetables,  Wine,  and  what 
pertains  to  it  is  thebeftj  Among  Minerals,  Antimony 
and  Mercury^  which  is  our  living  Gold  ^  Among  Ani¬ 
mals,  Man,  and  what  appertains  to  him.  You  have 
your  own  choice  to  chufe,  which  you  will,  you  have 
Efficient  Advice,  and  want  nothing  more,  but  the 
BlelEngof  God,  without  which  all  is  in  vain. 

Here  foVonpcih  the  Compofjtion^  cr  Preparation  of  our  fe¬ 
cret  Fire. 

Three  Heathenifh  Deities  command  this  our  fecret 
Fire,  viz.  ApoHo^  Diana  and  Pluto,  Apollo  affords  the 
Warm  Sun-fhine.  Diana  gives  the  cooling  and  refrefh- 
ing  Night.  And  Pluto  gives  his  Fiery  Hellifh  Rain. 
That  you  miay  better  underftand  it,  Apollo  gives  Wine 
three  times,  Diana  Milk  twice,  and  Pluto  his  Hellifh 
Fire  once.  .  Out  of  thefe  three  Gifts,  our  Fire  is  pre¬ 
pared.  This  is  the  true  Preparation  of  our  wonder¬ 
ful  Fire.  To  fpeak  of  this  more  amply,  is  not  con 
venient  ^  we  muft  not  caft  Pears  before  Swine,  which 
way  this  Fire  is  to  be  ufed  to  any  Subject,  is  fuffici- 
entiy  difeovered  to  a  Man  thereunto  cleded  by  God. 
But  there  are  inany,  who  having  no  dependency  up 
on  God’s  Bleftlng  proceed  after  an  evil  and  cheating 
manner,  fo  that  thofe  Alcbymilis.,ot  Gold- makers,  are 
become  a  fcorn  to  the  Country,  and  no  Man  cares  to 
dwell  by  them,  left  tlicir  great  and  continual  F'ircs 
fttouU  bring  damage  to  his  Neighbours,  and  this  not 


without  rcafon.  For  in  making  Oyl  of  Vitriol  after 
the  common  way,  a  Fire  is  kept  ordinarily  for  forty 
Or  fifty  hours,  which  is  a  very  tedious  Work  but  the 
Adepts  can  force  over  a  Pound  of  Oyl  of  Vitriol  in 
an  hours  time,  with  very  few  Coals,  which  thing  I 
have  already  touched  in  my  Writings,  and  (hall  lay 
more  of  it  in  miy  Second  Appendix.  I  have  recommen¬ 
ded  this  compendious  way  of  making  Oyl  of  Vhriol 
and  Sulphur.,  to  fome  Men  ^  but  they  adhered  fo  dofe 
to  their  old  lingring  way,  that  they  were  regardlefs  of 
a  better,  notwithftanding  that  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  and 
the  Mcidum  of  Sulphur,  are  the  Bafis  or  Foundation 
of  all  the  common  Hermeticl{  Medicine,  for  all  other 
.Mineral  Spirits  are  by  them  acquired  eafily  and  plenti- 
fully^  That  Mineral  Acid  which  is  plentifully  found 
in  Vitriol  and  Sulphur,  is  the  only  Agent  whereby 
Nature  Maturates  the  yet  volatile  and  unripe  Mine-  ' 
rals  in  the  Earth.  And  alfo  all  Tinflures,  which  are 
fixed  and  conftant  in  the  Fire,  are  by  the  hand  of  the 
Artiji  prepared  by  this,  yet  with  the  Addition  of  its 
Compeer,  the  external  Fire.  This  univerfal  Acidum 
is  our  Horfe-dung,  and  the  Stygian  water,  in  which 
Jafon  dtowned  his  Dragon  and  made  him  fixed;  But 
when  here  mention  Jafon  s  Dragon,  it  comes  into 
my  mind  what  happened  to  roc,  when  I  once  attemp¬ 
ted  to  make  fuch  a  Dragon,  which  vomited  out  Fire 
and  a  black  poyfonous  Smoke,  out  of  Sulphur  and  Salt^ 
peter  :  And  becaufe  this  Hiftory,  may  ferve  as  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  many,  who  may  incur  much  danger  oftentimes 
by  the  common  Alchymy,  I  will  here  infert  it.  A  little 
before  I  became  Bed-ridden,  I  had  undertaken  tofteal 
from  the  ever  watchful  Dragon,  that  Golden  Fleece 
which  he  hath  in  his  keeping,  and  becaufe  this  fierce 
Dragon  will  part  with  nothing  before  he  behalfflain, 
or  at  leaft,  laid  to  fleep,  therefore  I  was  bufied  in  thil 
work,  and  had  made  a  mixture  of  Sulphur,  Niter  and.  • 
I'artar,  and  alfo  another  of  Salter-peter,  Antimony  and 
Fartar,  each  apart  in  an  Earthen  Pot,  in  order  to  Fire 
them  for  Detonation.  And  although  I  had  ordered, 
that  one  Pot  fhould  firft  be  detonated,  and  then  the 
other,  that  the  Smoke  might  not  be  too  great,  yet  this 
was  not  done,  but  they  were  fired  both  together,  whicli 
caufed  fuch  a  great,  black  and  ftinking  Smoke  to  af- 
cend  the  Chimney,  that  when  the  Neighbours  faw  if,- 
they  thought  the  Houfe  had  been  onfire,and  cryed  out. 
Fire,  knocked  at  my  Door,  to  come  in  to  quench  if, 
when  there  was  none,  notwithftanding  this  was  not 
done  in  my  dwelling  Houfe, but  in  a  Houfe  remote  from 
all  others,  fo  that  it  could  have  done  no  hurt  to  any 
elfe,  if  it  had  been  burnt  down,  but  they  not  being 
fatisfied  got  Ladders  and  looked  down  the  Chimney, 
and  feeing  no  Fire  there,  they  then  faid ,  it  was  Witch¬ 
craft.  Gut  of  this  Hiftory,  one  may  fee  what  a  dan¬ 
gerous  Toyl  the  common  Alchymy  hath.  This  work 
to  kill  the  Dragoon,  and  fo  fpoyl  him  of  his  Golden 
Fleece.)  is  one  of  the  pleafanteft  that  ever  I  did  in  Al- 
chymy,  except  the  fecret  Fire,  for  when  the  Sulphur, 
Salt-peter,  Antimony  and  Fartar,  are  denotated  toge¬ 
ther,  and  fublimed  with  Sal  Armoniack^,  the  Golden 
Fleece  rifeth  in  a  curious  Golden  Colour,  and  tingeth 
the  Head,  and  Receiver  with  all  forts  of  Colours,  like 
unto  the  Rain-bow,  or  a  Peacocks  Tail,  and  alfo  one 
fees  the  Foot-fteps  of  the  fealy  Dragon  moft  glorioufty 
in  the  Head  j  which  Neufementius  hath  excellently 
deftribed,  in  a  few  French  Verfes,  and  hath  omitted 
ahr.oft  nothing  which  belongs  to  this  Work  :  And  be- 
caufc  I  here  write  of  this  fort  of  Work,  it  will  not  be 
amifs,  to  add  thofe  Verfes.  Concerning  this,  Medea 
thus  exhorts  Jafin  in  Ovtd,' 
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Tervigil  ecce  Dnco^  fqnamis  crepitantibus  horrens^ 
Sibilat  &  torto  peihrs  verrit  humum. 

Which  Nenfementius  hath  thus  rencired  into  French. 

Voy  le  Dragon  veillant  de  furcur  forcene 
Qui  d'efcailk  bruyante  a  le  corps  entourne 
Dont  le  golier  fifflant  fiimce  6c  feu  deferre 
Ec  qui  par  rcplis  tors  va  baliant  la  terre 
De  fa  large  poitrine  en  lapoudrc  imprimant 
Les  finueuxfillons,  qu’il  trace  incclTament. 

And  may  thus  again  be  put  into  Latine. 

'Adfpice  fquaimfum  tnmidumq^  furore  Draconem 
Semper  in  excubias  aures  frontemque  minacem 
Vibrantem,  &  nullo  claudentem  lumina  fomno 
^ui  crijia  lingu^q-f  tribus  prsefgnis  ,  &  uncis 
Dentibus  horrendis,  patulo  de  gutture  Flammas 
Sibilat,  &  fumis  atratis  inficit  auras. 
yidCpice  multiplices  Gyros  quos  pondere  Cauda 
Jnfmuat  Terra,  cum  longa  volumina  ducit  ; 

Perque  fuperficiem  reptat,  cum  peiiore  lato 
Verrit  humum  ,  relegens  eadem  veji/gia  femper. 

And  in  Engliflo  may  found  thus  , 

Behold  this  fcalj  Dragon  fvjeFd  with  Ire, 

Pits  Creji  doth  brandijh,  with  a  dreadful  Brovs  5^ 

Nere  clofeth  Eyes,  nor  Ears,  nor  yet  retires 
From  dtfmal  noife,  and  horid  Teeth  to  fhew  ; 

From  his  broad  Throat  fames  iffue  cut 
Black  fuifies  infeCi  the  Air  about. 

Behold  the  Bings,  which  bis  encircled  Tail 
Caff  s  on  the  Earth,  whilfl  he  doth  form  his  Coil’i 
With  his  broad  Breaf  be  creeps  upon  its  Face 
Sweeping  the  ground,  always  in  the  fame  Trace. 

Here  in  few  words  the  Philofopher  deferibes  the 
whole  Work,  how  to  fpoyl  the  Dragon  of  his  Golden 
Fleece.  But  only  to  thofe,  who  eafily  underftand 
thefe  Verfes,  whofe  eyes  God  hath  opened,  and  are 
already  pretty  well  skilled  in  this  Art.  But  to  the  unex¬ 
pert  all  remains  dark.  Reading  only  will  not  do  it,  but 
you  muft  put  yOur  hand  to  the  Work,  if  you  will 
attain  to  any  thing.  I  have,  for  feveral  years  together, 
read,  fought,  and  laboured  in  vain,  before  I  found 
the  right  way  of  obtaining  this  Golden  Fleece.  And 
when  at  length  I  became  Mafter  of  this  Art,  I  could 
not  but  admire  that  it  was  fo  eafie  a  thing,  and  yet  fo 
difficult  to  be  learned  out  of  Books.  Paracelfus  and 
Ffeufementius  write  the  plained  of  this,  of  which  two 
expert  Men,  I  firft  learned  this  Art,  but  afterwards  I 
found  amore  Compendious  way,  fo  that  I  can  now 
perform  the  whole  Work ,  with  the  Charge  of  one 
Ducat  Q  or  ten  Shillings  3  in  a  very  fhort  time.  But 
i  muft  leave  it  to  others  to  do,  being  yet  detained  in 
my  Bed  by  my  ficknefs:  So  that  lean  do  no  more, 
than  to  flievv  toothers  by  my  Writings  and  InftrucSi- 
dns,  the  ready  way  to  the  Land  of  PrOmife. 

Of  the  Second  Fire,  and  its  marvellous  Fire-fione,  which 
is  generated  by  it. 

We  know,  that  Fire  generates  Stones,  every  one 
according  to  its  Nature.  The  fecrer  Fire  ot  the  Phi 
lofophers,  engenders  the  Philofophers  Stone,  Vvhicli  is 
a  univerfal  Medicine  for  Men  and  Metals,  as  wc  have 
already  heard.  That  the  Meteorical  fire,  from  whence 


proceeds  Lightening  and  Thunder,  genorafcs  allb 
Stones,  is.known  to  all,  for  the  Air  procreates  the 
fame  things,  which  are  found  upon  the  Earth.  There¬ 
fore  Hermes  in  his  Smaragdine  Table  hath  very  well 
faid,  That  whatfoever  is  beneath  is  a!fo  above,  and 
what  is  above,  is  alfb  beneath,  by  which,  marvellous 
things  are  done.  We  know,  that  Frogs  and  Grafhop- 
pers  and  the  like,  which  are  procreated  in  the  Air, 
have  fallen  down  with  the  R^ain.  I  have  read  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  Hiftotian,  that  once  a  Calf  fell  down  with  the 
Rain. 

^  Anaxagoras,2hv[\oxx%  Philofopher,  prognofticated  iri 
hisLife  time, that  after  he  was  dead, a  great  Stone  fliould 
fall  down  from  the  Air,  to  the  Earth,  which  alfo  came 
to  pafs.  We  alfb  know,  that  fometimes  great  pieces 
of  Irbn  have  fallen  down,  not  epnopadt,  but  flicking 
one  part  to  another  like  drops,.  And  alfo,  every  Bo.- 
dy  knows,  that  Stones  are  caft  .down  by  Thunder 
and  Lightening,  which  Stones  are  formed,  and  con¬ 
centrated  by  the  Lighteriing,  and  fb  have  afTiimed  the 
Nature  of  a  Stone;,  for  in  the  Lightening  is  hid  a 
very  miraculous  Property feeing  that  Lightening  is 
a  Fire  ot  quite  .another  Nature,  than  our  common 
Fire,  which  breaks  ip  pieces  all  . hard  things  which  re- 
lift,  but  toucheth  not  what  rpaketh  no  reflfiance.  It 
hath  very  pften  happened,’ that  the  Lightening  hath 
broken  a  Mans -Bones,  withpur  hurting  his  ftel’h.  We 
have  alfo  known,  that  it  hath  melted  the, Sword  in 
the  Scabbard,  and  left  the ‘Scabbard  whole.  This 
Stone  generated  by  Lightening,hath  quite  another  Na¬ 
ture  than  common  Stoncs,for  it  is  nb^  tranfparent  like  a 
Pebble  or  Sand-ftone,  which  me]t  in  the  Fire.  Nei¬ 
ther  hath  it  the  Nature  of  tranfparent  and  hard  Gems, 
which  do  not  melt  in  the  fire, ’and, yet  keep  their  Lu- 
ftre,  neither  can  the  fire  reduce  it  into  Lime,  as  it 
doth  a  Chalk-ftone.  In  a  word  ,  it  can  be  compa¬ 
red  with  no  Stone  in  the  World.  Irs  fbape  is  alfo 
wonderful,  for  it  is  generally  fharp  at  both  ends,  but 
yet  they  are  not  all  of  one  Figure  or  fiiape,  they 
are  generally  fmooth  on  the  outlide,  and  pf  a  milky 
Colour,  and  reddifti  within.  I  have  one  which  is 
Triangular  like  a  Star,  and  if  you  turn  it,  ’tisjike  a 
Heart,  of  which  I  never  faw  the  like.  -  I  have  alfo 
one  which  is  Cole-black,  wiiich  is  rough  both  within 
and  without,  it  is  a  wonder  tome,  that  this  Stone 
will  not  ftrike  fire  with  Steel,  notwithftanding  it  is 
generated  by  fire.  We  may  alfo  by  Art  make  Lighten¬ 
ing  out  of  Iron  or  Steel  ,  in  which  alfo  is  generated 
a  ftrange  Stone.  The  Thunderbolts  love  all  things 
which  are  combuftible,  efpecially  Gun-powder,  for 
the  Lightening  it  felf  proceeds  Irom  Saltpeter-  and 
Sulphur,  and  that  is  the  reafon,  why  it  fo  often  ftrikes 
into  Towers,  where  Gun  powder  is  kept,  and  alfo  it 
ufeth  to  ftrike  Old  Oak  frees,  which  contain  Sul¬ 
phur  and  Saltpeter,  alfo  upon  Church  Steeples,  but  fel- 
domer  in  the  open  Fields.  I  once  faw  in  Germany, 
where  the  Thunder  had  ftroke  a  Tower  of  Gun¬ 
powder,  and  although  it  was  four  fquare,  yet  it  run 
fo  about  it,  and  took  out  a  piece  of  Stone- work  all 
round,  as  it  it  had  been  cut  out  with  Tools,  becaufe 
if  could  no  where  find  entrance.  Strange  things  are 
done  by  Lightning,  it  fometimes  killing  the  Horfe, 
and  not  hurting  his  Rider,  and  again  killing  the  Ri¬ 
der,  and  not  hurting  the  Horfe,  becaufe  it  is  no  com¬ 
mon  Fire  ,  but  a  concentrated  Meteorical  fire  ;  It  hath 
no  refemblance  of  the  fire  of  the  Sun,  much  Icfs  of 
our  common  Fire,  but  our  fecret  Fire  of  the  Chalde¬ 
ans  hath  fome  Agreement  with  it,  becaufe  it  is  made 
of  Iron  or  Steel,  and  Saltpeter  ;  Therefore  it  cannot 
be  much  unlike  the  fire  of  Lightening,  for  that  is  alfo 
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generated  out  of  Saltpeter  concentrated,  and  Sulphitr. 
Steel  is  concentrated  Sulphur^  that  hath  alfo  Power  to 
concentrate  Saltpeter^  and  fo  to  generate  this  marve  * 
lous  Fire.  The  Meteorical  Thundf’r-Hre^  is  a  terrihle 
one,  but  our  Steel-fire  h  more  wonderful  in  itsEflence 
and  Operation,  as  we  (hall  heer  by  and  by,  for  incre¬ 
dible  things  are  wrought  by  it,  fo  that  even  the  Stone 
of  Philofophers,  never  fo  well  prepared,  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  it.  whether  this  Thunderbolt 

which  is  caft  down  by  the  Lightening  be  of  any  Virtue, 
or  whether  it  be  a  dead  and  unprofitable  Stone?  Ian- 
fwer :  It  hath  been  always  reputed,  that  if  a  Thun¬ 
derbolt  be  kep^  in  any  houfe  or  place,  the  Thunder 
and  Lightening  will  never  ftrike  into  it.  Whether  this 
be  true,  I  cannot  tell,  yet  this  I  know,  thatthofe  who 
keep  them  eftecm  them  highly ,  I  my  felf  have  one, 
which  T  much  efteem  for  its  marvellous  Figure,  for 
turn  it  which  way  you  will,  it  always  reprefents  a  Star 
or  a  Heart.  Many  ((range  things  are  performed  by 

this  Thunderbolt.  1  have  feen  feveral  Forefters  break 

it  into  pieces  of  the  bignefs  of  a  Pea,  which  they  put 
into  a  Bullet-mold, fill’d  up  the  Mold  with  meltedLead, 
and  did  believe,  that  they  could  not  mifs  any  wild 
Beaft  at  which  they  (hould  (boot  it.  I  have  alfo  feen 
fome  Souidiers  make  fuch  Bullets,  and  formerly  be¬ 
lieved,  that  they  could  pierce  any  thing  with  them, 
that  other  wile  they  could  not  (hoot  through.  1  have 
alfo  feen  others,  who  have  put  pieces  of  this  Stone 
into  the  pummels  of  their  Swords,  and  believed,  that 
this  took  away  their  Adverfaries  Courage  when  they 
(hould  encounter  them,  and  fo  they  might  eafily  Con¬ 
quer  them.  Thefe  and  the  like  things,  I  have  feen 
done  with  it.  But  whether  this  be  fo  or  no,  it  is 
probable  that  there  (hould  be  |'^fome  ocult  Virtues 
in  thofe  Stones.  For  feeing  that  all  Stones, 
are  good  for  fomewhat ,  why  (hould  this  marvel¬ 
lous  Thunderbolt  only  be  good  for  nothing  ?  ^  Some 
«au(e  Women  in  Labour  to  hold  thefe  Stones  in 
their  hands,  to  facilitate  their  Labour  ^  they  alfo  fay, 
that  it  encreafeth  Womens  milk,  if  it  be  put  into  their 
drink.  Others  put  them  into  the  hand  to  ftop  Blood. 
If  one  could  do  any  good  with  it,  one  might  eafily,  by 
the  help  of  a  certain  Magnet,  attr'a^h  a  great  many  of 
them  from  the  Air,  as  you  (hall  hear  anon.  Now  again, 
to  return  to  our  Fire  apd  Fire-done,  I  affirm  for  truth, 
that  our  fc ere t  Fire  andTire-fione,  in  its  Elfence  and 
.Efficacy,  is  more  wonderful  than  the  Meteorick  Light¬ 
ning  and  Thunderbolt.  For  our  Fire  doth  not  burn 
or  flame,  but  when  we  will  have  it,  otherwife  it  is 
like  a  dead  Black-ftone,  if  you  only  keep  the  Air  from 
it,  it  will  remain  a  Stone  as  longas  you  pleafe.  If  yoU 
put  it  into  a  Glafs  and  ftop  it  very  clofe,  and  keep  it 
under  water  never  fo  many  years,  it  will  fiill  remain 
Fire,  and  not  be  hurt.  For  onx  Chaldaick^Y\tt^v/]\tn 
once  prepared,  wiU  not  burn, but  remain  good  for  ever, 
if  you  keep  it  from  Air  and  Water.  It  is  fufficiently 
known,  that  the  ancient  Heathens  put  burning  Lamps 
into  their  Vahhs,  of  which  Lamps  I  have  feen  ma¬ 
ny,  that  were  digged  out  of  Mines  in  Colsn.  Some 
of  thefe  Lamps  were  found  in  fome  burying  Vaults 
burning,  when  they  were  firft  opened,  but  as  foon  as 
the  Air  touched  them  went  out.  But  our  Cbaldaick^ 
Fire  remains  dead,  when  kept  clofe,  and  is  kindled 
by  the  Air.  I  call  it  dead,  but  it  is  rather  a  dormant 
Fire.  This  our  fecret  Fire  hath  fo  ftrartge  a  Property, 
that  it  is  able  at  all  times  to  attracll  Fire  out  of  the 


Maccabees  fet  their  Sacrifice  on  Fire  by  this,  and  not 
with  common  Wood,  or  Coal,  fire,  as  the  Veftal  Vir¬ 
gins  in  Rome  were  forced  to  feed  it  with  Wood  conti¬ 
nually, that  it  miight  not  go  out if  by  chance  or  negled 
it  went  bur,  thofe  Virgins  were  buried  alive  ,  in  fa 
great  efteem,  had  the  Jerps  and  the  Heathens,  their 
Fires. 

Now  as  for  the  ufe  of  our  fecret  Fire,  no  Man  may 
be  fo  bold  as  to  difebver  the  Power  thereof  to  the 
World,  for  things  incredible  are  to  be  done  by  it,  - 
which  are  better  to  be  concealed,  than  made  publick: 
Yet  I  will  a  little  touch  at  if.  The  fecret  Fire  of  it 
felf  is  of  no  ufe  in  Phyfick,  but  great  Secrets  may  ' 
be  prepared  by  it,  both  in  Medicine  and  Alcbimy. 
Firli,  out  of  our  fiery  Mafs  may  be  driven  a  living 
Mercury  of  Mars,  which  is  the- rfioft  noble  Subjedt  to 
prepare  an  exteniive  Tindlure,  both  fot  Men  and  Me¬ 
tals,  for  of  all  Mercuries  of  Metals,  this  is  the  beft. 
When  our  Fire  is  melted  into  a  tbkk  water,  and  this 
fiery  water  poured  upon  a  fubtil  Calx  of  Gold,  and 
digefted  with  it,  it  will  attra(9:  the  yellow  Colour  from 
the  Gold,  and  leave  it  white,  yet  the  Tin<^ure  is  not 
yellow,  but  as  green  as  Grafs,  out  of  which  an  excel¬ 
lent  Medicine  may  be  made»  it  is  alfo  profitable  in 
Alcbimy.  For  it  is  al(b  of  this  Nature,  that  if  you 
put  a  Solution  of  Gold  and  Silver  into  it,  they  will  be 
joyned  together  without  Precipitation,  which  is  not 
ufual  to  be  done.  One  may  alfo  (quirt  this  fiery  wa¬ 
ter,  by  peculiar  Springs,  to  a  great  diftance,  and  there¬ 
by  fire  any  Combuftible  matter.  If  you  will ,  you 
may  alfo  (hoot  this  our  Fire  in  a  dry  form,  out  of  great 
and  fmall  Guns,  to  fire  any  thing  with  it.  I  believe, 
that  by  the  help  of  thiV,  one  might  fire  a  great  Canoft 
under  water,  by  which  yoii  may  fright  Fi(h  up  to  the 
Surface  of  the  water  in  deep  Ponds,  fo  that  you  may 
catch  them  with  ftrall  Nets.  One  may  al(b  drive  a-» 
vvay  all  hurtful  wild  Beafts,  as  Bears,  Wolves,  Foxes, 
nay  even  Lyons,  Tygers  and  Dragons,  out  of  the  Wil- 
dernefs.  One  may  alfo  drive  away  High- way- Men, 
Murtherersout  of  their  Ambufeades,  and  catch  them. 
In  a  word,  many  ((range  things  may  be  done  with  it, 
which  for  certain  Reafons  I  dare  not  mention.  The 
greateft  and  the  beft  thing  that  may  be  done  by  this 
fecret  Fire,  is  the  preparing  of  the  Mercury  of  Mars^ 
as  alfo  after  a  Magnetical  manner  to  draw  the  Lightn¬ 
ing  which  way  one  pTeafe.  I  have  had  this  Fire  now 
for  above  twenty  years,  and  durft  not  own  that  I  had 
fuch  a  thing,  now  I  am  near  my  end,  I  was  willing 
to  (et  it  be  known,  that  there  is  fuch  a  Fire  in  Na^ 
tutc.  If  I  did  not  fear ,  that  malicious  Men  would 
abufe  this  fecret  Wonder-fire,  I  would  have  been 
plainer,  but  the  time  is  not  yet  come  for  the  doing 
thofe  great  things,  but  when  Elias  the  Artift  (hall 
come,  he  will  not  fear  to  make  great  Alterations  irr 
the  World,  by  the  help  of  this  Fire.  He  will  efta- 
blifti  much  good,  and  abolifti  all  that  is  evil,  but  I 
have  faid  enough  of  this  at  this  time.  I  have  indeed 
told  you  here  that  it  will  be  done,  Ido  not  defirey 
neither  (hall  I  live  till  it  (ball  come  to  pafs,  for  fuch 
great  Changes  will  not  be  made  with  eafe,  but  with 
great  Zeal.  God  preferve  the  Pious,  and  (hew  them 
a  way  over  the  Mountains,  where  they  may  live  fe- 
cure  from  this  Sodomitilh  Fire,  Amen. 

Ofthe’Ihird  fecret  F/re,  and  the  rvoaderful  Stom  that 
is  engendered  By  it. 


Air,  not  only  in  tlie  hot  Summer,  but  alfo  in  the  col’d 
Winter  Nights,  vvhen  the  Sun  is  fartheft  off-  By  the 
help  of  this  Fire,  (believe,  I  could  at  certain  times 
ligi'.r  a  Candle,  either  ander  or  above  the  Earth.  The 


That  ‘pious  Philofophct  Bafl  VaTentim,  in  hisr 
Triumphant  Chariot  of  Antimony ,  teacheth,  how  fo- 
prepare  a-Sroae  by  Difiillation  and  RctSification  cut 
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of  the  pureft  part  of  Am’tmony^ and  calls  it  the  S tone  of 
becaufc  this  Stone  is  prepared  by  Fire  cut  cf  fieiy 
Subjet^s :  And  alifb  bepuie  it  expelleth  all  Difeafei  From 
the  Body  ,of  Man,  and  confurneth  them  as  common 
Fire  dotlt  Wood. ,  He  alfa  faith,  tha,t  this  Fire-flonc 
can  tranfmute  Silver  into  pold,  although  in  a  fmall 
quantity.  The  highly  experienced  Bhilofophcr  He/- 
»«««/,  makes  mention  of  almofi:  fuch  a  Stone,  which 
he  faith)  he  faw  in  England  with  one  Builer.,  and 
tells  of  wonderful  things  that  tfic  faid  Butler  did  with 
it.  Now  by  reafon  of  my  diligent  fcarch  into  Na¬ 
ture  and  the  BlelTing  of  God,  fuch  a  Stone  hath  fallen 
into  my  hands^  with  which  I  can  do  the  fame  things 
in  Phyfick  and  Alchimy,  which  Bajil  Valentine  aferibes 
to  his  Fire-ftone,  and  Helmont  to  Butlers  Stone ;  T 
could  not  but  leave  to  pofterity,  that  it  is  poiTible  to 
|?repare  this  Stone  out  of  Antirhony.  The  Art  con- 
Tifts  in  this,  that  you  firft  bring  the  Antimony  by  Sub¬ 
limation  ,  Diflillation  and  Redification  to  the  great- 


the  Vices  of  the  Throat,  Mouth  and  Tongue,  and  fuf- 
fers  no  unclcannefs  or  foulnefs  ro,  abide  thee.  It  is  a 
pirty  to  fee  that  no  Phy.fician  hath  ^  Remedy  for  the 
Tooth3ch,but  cither  pulling  them  out,  or  flopping  them 
wheri  hollow  with  Narcoticky  or  hotOyls,  which  are  in¬ 
deed  no  cure  Now  forafmuch  as  this  Difeafe  troubles 
People  of  all  AgcSj'and  few  know  any  Remedy  for  it,  I 
think  it  necelfary  tofet  down  a  never  failing  Cure.'Tis 
true,  mold  Toothachs  may  be  put  off  by  Purging,  and 
need  not  fo  painful  a  Cure,  as  drawing.  Out  of  Pity  to 
thpfe,  who  are  troubled  with  the  Toothach  from  their 
infancy,  I  here  declare  the  Remedy.  IJi-  Of  our  Fire- 
ltone,as  much  as  a  Pea,andputit  into  your  Mouth, with 
half  a  Spoonful  of  Wine,  keep  it  in  your  Mouth  as 
long  as  you  can,  or  fo  long  till  the  Stone  hath  drawn 
your  Mouth  full  of  Rheume,  then  ifpit  it  out,  and  again 
put  the  Stone  into  your  Mouth,  with  as  much  Wine  as 
before,  and  keep  it  there  till  your  Mouth  is  again 
filPd  with  Rhume,  then  again  fpit  it  out,  and  con- 


eft  Subtilty,  and  afterwards  again  concentrate  this  fubtil  I  (inue  doing  this  folong,  till  you  have  fpit  out  half  ai 
Spirit  into  "a  hard  Stone,  which  Stone  when  it  is  not  i  Pint  of  Rhuemy  Spittle,  not  reckoning  the  Wine.  The 
-  -  ■  \  r- .r .  :.i.j  jjfu '  next  day  again  draw  out  the  fame  quantity  •,  do  this 

every  Morning  fading  fo  long,  till  no  flimy  matter, 
but  only  a  clear  inlipid  water  comes  our,  which  is  a 
certain  fign  that  your  Head  and  Brain  is  freed  from 
all  fijperfluous  Moifture,  When  this  is  done,  for  agreaC 
while  you  will  be  free  from  all  noxious  Rhumes,  or 
Salt  defluxions,  which  fall  from  the  Head  to  the  Teeth, 
and^ there  caufe  pain.  This  our  Fire- done  doth  not 
Only  draw  all  noxious  Humours  from  the  Head,  but 
alfb  out  of  the  Stomack,  Lungs ,  Liver  and  Spleen, 
an4  carries  them  out  of  the  Body,^by  the  Mouth,  as 
well  or  better  than  any  common  Purge.  But  if  the 
Piody  (hould  be  too  full  of  ill  Humours,  fo  that  our 
Fire-ftone,  ftiould  not  be  able  to  draw  them  all  out 
that  way,  then  you  mufl:  take  Ibme  of  it  inwardly  ex- 
tra<9:ed  as  before  mentioned.  But  becaufe  this  our 
Stone  is  yet  unfixed,  and  therefore  fometime  caufeth 
Vomits,  and  fome  are  not  able  to  bear  Vomiting,  there¬ 
fore  you  may  prevent  it,  by  putting  diftilled  Vinegar 
with  Sugar  upon  the  Stone,  inftead  of  Brandy,  and  fo 
extradf  it,  and  this  Extract  will  caufe  no  Vomits,  but 
only  work  by  Stool :  This  is  enough  to  be  faid  for  the 
Cure  of  the  Toothach.  But  if  Parents  were  fuffici- 
ently  knowing,  and  careful  of  their  Children,  they 
might  in  their  Childhood  prevent  the  greateft  part  of 
this  Mifchef ,  by  caufing  them  daily  to  wafh  their 
Mouths,  and  behind  their  Ears,  with  cold  water.  But 
in  thofe  who  are  come  to  Maturity,  our  Fire-ftone  is 
the  beft  of  Remedies  and  never  fails.  It  alfo  cures 
the  Scurvy  in  the  Mouth,  when  little  hot  Pimples  ap¬ 
pear,  and  the  decay  or  waihing  of  the  Gums.  This 
Stone  being  fteld  in  the  Mouth  with  Wine,  alfo  pre- 
ferves  Old  Men  from  Apoplexies,  Catarrhs,  and  the 
like.  Let  this  fuffice  to  be  fpoken  concerning  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  our  Fire-ftone,  in  the  curing  of  internal  Di- 
feafes.  But  becaufe  the  Variety  of  Diftempers  is  great, 
I  will  there  fet  down  th^true  way  of  uling  it,  that 
none  may  err  in  its  Application. 

Of  the  true  ttfe  of  this  Medicine  in  Vifeafes.' 

in  all  Fevers  or  Agues,  let  them  be  Quotidians, 
Tertans  or  (Tiaiftians,  you  mull  always  give  our  Me¬ 
dicine  two  hours  before  the  fit,  and  keep  the  Patient 
from  the  cold  Air.  In  the  Plague,  Pleurifie  and  othex 
hot  Fevers,  you  muft  not  delay  the  uling  ot  this  Me¬ 
dicine,  but  as  foon  the  Patient  is  taken,  give  him  a 
Dofe  of  our  Medicine,  let  it  work  with  him  in 


fixed(bclng  then  ufcful  in  Medicine)  is  of  a  reddilh  Co 
lour,  andcafily  melted,  aiid  penetrates  all  Bodies.  But 
if  by  it  you  would  graduate  Silver  into  Gold,  you 
muft  firft  fix  it,  to  abide  the  Cupel,  But  being  once 
fixed,  it  will  not  then  perform  in  Medicine  what  it 
would  before.  It  is*  worth  much  more,  when  unfix¬ 
ed  to  be  ufed  in  Phyfick,  than  when  it  is  fixed  for 
the  tinging  of  Silver.  For  the  health  of  Men  is  more 
precious  than  Gold  or  Silver.  And  with  an  univerfal 
Medicine,  that  will  Cure  all  internal  and  external  Di- 
feafes,  you  may  get  Gold  and  Silver  enough.  I  have 
at  this  prefent  time,  but  a  very  little  of  this  Stone 
left,  but  am  refblved  in  a  little  time  to  make  a  good 
quantity  of  it,  that  I  may  therewith  ferve  my  fick 
Neighbours.  For  it  works  ftrange  things  as  you  fhall 
hereafter  hear.  This  our  Stone  is  fo  powerful  in  its 
working,  that  we  dare  not  give  it  in  fubflance,  for  one 
Graih  of  it  ferves  for  twenty“Dofes  or  more,  and  each 
of  them  hath  power  to  expel  from  the  Body  whatfo- 
cver  is  hurtful.  This  Medicine  opens  all  ObftruCti- 
ons,  and  you  (hall  hardly  find  any  other  comparable 
to  it.  The  beft  way  to  ufc  it  is  to  keep  it  whole,  and 
not  to  powder  it,  and  then  it  is  fit  to  be  ufed  both 
inwardly  and  outwardly.  If  you  will  ufc  it  inwardly, 
then  put  a  few  bits  of  it  into  a  Glais,  and  pour  Spirit 
of  Wine  upon  it,  in  Which  a  little  Sugar  is  diflblved, 
and  fo  let  it  Hand  till  you  have  occafion  for  it.  If 
you  will  purge  any  Body  with  it,  you  muft  put  a  few 
drops  of  it  into  aQjoonful  of  Wine  or  Beer,  or  any 
other  Liquor,  and  give  it  to  the  Patient,  and  order 
him  to  be  kept  warm,  then  the  Medicine  will  work 
in  his  Body,  like  fire  upon  Wood,  and  confume  what¬ 
ever  impeded  his  health,  and  drive  it  out  by  all  the 
Emun(3;ories,  wz.  by  Vcmit,  Stool,  Sweat,  Urine  and 
Spitting,  and  leaves  no  impurity  in  the  Body,  and  fo 
it  expels  all  Fevers  and  Agues,  however  diftirguilhed. 
it  alfo  cures  the  Plague,  Leprofie,  Gout,  the  falling 
Sicknefs  in  young  and  old.  It  takes  away  all  obftru- 
dions  of  the  Body,  viz.  of  the  Liver,  Spjeen,  and 
Lungs,  it  expels  all  ill  Humours,  contained  in  the  Ca¬ 
vity  of  the  Ihorax  and  all  other  parts  of  the  Body. 
This  our  Stone  alio  opens  the  Obftruftions  of  the  Me- 
fentcry’,  'carries  off  all  Slime,  and  Salt  watry  Humi¬ 
dities.  It  cleanfeth  the  Stomach  and  Guts  from  all 
pituitous  and  bihous  Slime.  It  alfo  draws  all  hurtful 
Humours  out  of  the  Brain,  takes  away  noife  in  the 
Hears,  Comforts  the  hearing  and  fight  ,  takes  away 
Toothach  in  a  moment  ,  faftens  luofe 


every  lootnacn  lu  a  ,  .........  “'^7,  j  _  .  j -V  i  r  u  •  i- 

Teeth  and  hinders  their  fouling.  It  takes  away  all  |  warm  Room,  And  ft  the  Dileale  abate  not,  give  him 
’  •  R  ths 
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the  next  day  another  Dofe  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  Difeafe  and  the  Patient.  And  you 
muft  beware  of  Bleeding,  if  the  Patient  be  ftrong  e- 
nough  to  endure  a  Purge,  but  if  the  Patient  fhould 
not  have  fufficient  ftrength,  and  yet  the  heat  en- 
creafe,  then  you  may  abate  (he  heat  by  taking  away  a 
little  Blood,  but  not  too  much,  that  the  ftrength  may 
not  be  exhauhed  with  the  Blood,  and  the  evil  yet  re¬ 
main  in  his  Body,  for  by  Purging,  only  that  which  is 
hurtful  is  expelled,  and  the  good  remains. 

In  the  Epilepfie,  you  muft  ufe  this  Medicine  only 
every  other  ,  or  every  Third  day  ,  as  long  as  there 
lhall  be  occalTon. 

In  the  Stone  of  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder,  once  in 
a  Fortnight. 

In  the  Droplic,  once  a  Week. 

In  the  Cholick,  once  after  you  have  ufed  a  Clyfter. 

In  the  Leprofie,  once  a  Week. 

In  the  Gout  of  all  forts,  once  in  three  or  four  Days, 
until  the  pain  is  gone. 

In  Obftrudions  of  the  Lungs,  Liver,  Spleen  and 
Mefentery,  once,  or  twice  one  after  another. 

In  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  you  muft  ufe  it  every  Third 
day,  and  Sweat  between  whiles,  till  the  Difeafe 'is  gone. 

In  the  Hyrocondriac\  Melancholy,  Scurvy  and  the 
like  Diftempers,  which  proceed  from  Salt  and  Chole- 
rick  Blood,  you  mOft  take  a  Dofe  every  Third  day, 
till  the  Difeafe  is  gone. 

In  all  (brtsof  Scabs  and  impurity  of  the  Skin,  which 
proceed  from  watery  Blood,  you  muft  take  it  once  or 
twice,  and  apply  outwardly  a  fixed  white  Sulphur. 

In  the  Dyfentery  or  Bloody  Flux,  ufe  it  but  once 
and  it  flays  the  Flux. 

f 

Of  the  outward  Vfe  of  our  Tire-Stone. 

If  our  Antimonial  Fire-ftone  be  boyled  for  fome 
hours  in  Saliad-oyl,  it  draws  out  of  it  many  Virtues, 
fo  that  being  only  outwardly  applyed,  it  doth  much 
good  inPhyfick.  The  Oyl  becomes  red  in  the  boyl- 
ing,  and  if  it  doth  not  fo,  it  is  a  fign,  that  it  hath 
not  been  well  boyled,  but  if  it  be  well  done,  it  will 


do  what  I  here  fay.  Firft,  this  Oyl  is  good  to  heal  , 
all  frefh  Wounds,  and  old  Sores,  if  you  dip  Pledgets 
in  it,  and  lav  them  thereon,  and  fo  keep  it  from,  the  v 

Air  with  a  l-laifter  of  Wax.  It  alfo  cures  all  ^ruffes  S 

being  anointed  with  it,  or  a  Cloth  dipt  in  it,  and  J 

laid  over  the  Bruife.  A  little  Cotton  being  dipt  in  it,  I 

and  applyed  to  the  Navel  with  a  Nutfhel,  purgetli 
thofe,  who  are  eafily  moved,  as  well,  as  if  they  had 
taken  it  inwardly  ;  And  if  being  fo  applyed,  it  fliould 
not  work  with  Men,  that  are  not  eafily  moved,  you 
may  injeeT:  a  Dram  of  it  Clyfterwife  by  a  Syringe,  and 
then  it  will  open  the  Body,  and  carry  all  flirne  and 
filth  from  the  Guts,  and  is  certainly  the  beft  Remedy 
in  (he, World  againft  the  Cholick.  For  it  doth  not  on¬ 
ly  draw  what  is  bad  out  of  the  thick  Guts,  as  Cly- 
ftcrs  do,  but  alio  out  of  the  fmall  Guts,  yea  even  out  of 
the  Stomach,  totheeafeand  admiration  of  the  Patient. 

This  Oyl  alfo  applied  to  the  Navel  and  Clyfterwife,  im¬ 
mediately  helpsWomen,who  are  troubled  with  thtSuffo- 
cation  o^iht  Matrix,for  which  Difeafe  the  World  cannot 
afford  a  betterRemedy.And  without  doubt  thisOyl  hath 
many  more  Virtues  than  I  yet  know, but  time  will  difeo- 
ver  them  ^  for  I  have  not  had  it  long,  but  am  refolved 
to  have  a  good  quantity  of  it  made  to  ferve  the  Sick  : 

And  no  doubt,  but  in  alhort  time  this  high  A^edicine 
of  the  Stone  and  Oyl,  will  be  known  to  all  turope. 

For  it  will  far  outdoethe  who^c  Galenic}^  /Ipparatuj  of 
Medicine.  Certainly  thofe  Phyficians,  who  ferve  in 
Armies,  fhould  not  be  without  this  incomparable  Me¬ 
dicine,  which  is  of  fo  fmall  Carriage  ,and  doth  fo  great 
things,  for  one  Ounce  of  this  will  make  at  the 
leaft  a  Toufand  Dofes,  and  fo  by  confequence  many 
may  be  cured  by  it.  If  every  ChyrurgUn  in  an  Army, 
fhould  have  but  half  an  Ounce  of  this  Stone,  for  in¬ 
ward  ufe,  and  fome  Ounces  of  the  Red  Balfome,  for  • 
outward  ufe,  the  Lives  of  many  Souldiers  would  be 
fa  ved,  which  for  want  of  it  muft  dye.  The  threatning 
of  Armies  is  already  over  our  Heads.  God  fend  us 
what  is  good  for  our  Souls,  and  preferve  the  PiouS 
from  evil.  And  fo  we  end  this  Book  of  the  Ftre- 
fienes.  If  it  pleafe  God,  the  Seventh  part  of  the  Pro- 
fperity  of  Germany  fhall  Ihortly  follow. 
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A  TREATISE  concerning  the  Purifying  Fire 

of  the  Wife  Men; 


With  -which,  the  T-bilojofhers  cleanfe  their  Mineral,  Animal,  and  Ve¬ 
getable  SuhjeUs,  and  exalt  them  to  the  highejl  degree  of  Purity,  in 
order  to  frenare  Univerfal  Medicaments  from  them,  for  the  ’Bo^ 
dies  of  Men  and  Metals. 

Which  Purgatory  Fire  is  Crf/Zet/ Yfopaica,  hy  the  ancient  Philofophers^ 
that  is,  to  fay,  the  Artofwalhing  -with  Fire. 

Together,  tsith  a  fuhjoyned  injlruUtdn ,  how,  hy  means  of  the  Salt  of 
the  iForld,  out  of  all  SFctals  and  BAtnerals,  a  It-vtng  iVlercury  may 
in  quantity  he  prepared. 


From  the  High-Dutch  faithfully  Tranfated  into  Englilh. 


Keader^ 

^  wondet  at  the  Title  of  this  little  Book, 
I  1  Jet  them  know,  it  agrees  very  well  with  the 
K  Matter  it  treats  of,  forafmuch  as  all  things  that 
are  cleanfed  with  Fire,  may  truly  be  faid  to  be 
\  purified  by  means  of  a  Purgatory.  There  are  indeed 
Ii  befides  this,  many  other  ways  of  cleanfing  as  by  Wa- 
ter,  Lye,  Soap,  and  other  moift  things  i  but  that  way 
cannot  properly  be  called  a  Purgatory,  nor  any  other, 

'  but  what  is  done  by  Fire.  I  intend  in  this  Book  to 
a  treat  of  three  forts  of  Purgatories,  vise.  Firft,  of  the 
fecret  fiaming  Purgatory,  or  cleanfing  Fire  of  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  made  of  AlcolUed  Spirit  of  Wine,  Where¬ 
with  they  purifie  the  Souls  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and 
<  Minerals,  dignifying  them  thereby  to  enter  their  Hea- 
ij  vcn. 

I  The  other  Purgatory  God  makes  ufe  of,  to  purifie 
5  bis  dear  Children  here  in  this  Vale  of  Mifery,  to  make 

I;  them  abhor  fin,  and  fit  them,  after  many  afflictions, 

and  torments  endured,  for  a  Tranflation  with  all 
d  Saints,  into  his  heavenly  Kingdom,  there  to  behold 
his  Face  to  all  Eternity. 

The  Third  Purgatory  is, that  of  which  the  Chriftiatis 
i  of  old  have  Writ,  and  is  to  this  day  Itiil  believed  by  the 
'  j  Church  of  Pome.,  viz.  that  the  Souls  of  the  deceafed, 

I  when  by  the  guilt  of  deadly  fins,  they  are  not  ira- 
:  ’  biediately  funk  down  into  the  eternal  Helliih  Pains, 

■  I  are  in  this  Purgatory  cleanfed  of  the  pardonable  fins 
!  they  have  comn.itted  in  this  Life,  and  arc  made  wor- 
j  thy  to  enter  into  eternal  Joy  and  Salvation. 

[  Now  what  this  Purgatory  is,  which  no  Perfon  li¬ 
ving  is  able  to  give  an  experimental  and  true  groun- 
i  ded  Account  of,  w'c  will,  i!  it  pUafe  Cmd,  a  little  en¬ 


quire  into,  after  that  we  have  firft  expofed  to  view,’ 
and  unanfwerably  afferted  the  truth  of  the  two  fore¬ 
going  Purgatories,  which  our  eyes  have  feen,  and  oui 
hands  have  handled. 

I 

Concerning  the  Firfi  Pargatory. 

The  Firft  Pujrgatof  y,  or  cleanfing  Fire  of  the  Philo- 
fbphers,  with  which  they  prepare  their  Univerfal  and 
particular  Medicines  for  Cure  of  all'Subleds  of  the 
the  three  Kingdoms  of  the  World,  hath  been  moft  care¬ 
fully  concealed  by  them.  I  have  indeed  formerly,  of 
Fiiendihip  and  Goodwill,  reveakd  this  Fire,  with  its 
moft  profitable  life,  to  fbme  Perfbns,  by  vvhich  means 
others  unworthy  have  began  to  perceive  fomething  of 
it,  and  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  attain  the  full 
knowledge  of  this  high  Secret ,  and  have  fo  far 
fucceeded,  as  to  underftand  R  in  part,  viz.  the  Ufe  of 
common  Spirit  of  Wine,  which  is  a  confiderable  in¬ 
gredient  of  the  faid  Philofophick  Purgatory  Fire. 

But  after  all  their  ferebing,  they  never  attained  the 
knowledge  of  the5<i//  of  Art,  by  which  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  is  AlcoUzed,  which  is  the  beft  and  chief  ingre¬ 
dient  of  this  Fire.  Forafmuch  then,  as  the  Spirit  of 
Wine  is  thus  known,  and  will  probably  yet  further  be 
divulged  5  1  have  thought  good  to  publifh  it  my  felf, 
and  to  communicate  the  Secret  to  ail.  But  as  for  the 
fecret  Salt  of  Art,  whereby  the  Spirit  of  Wine  isacua- 
red  and  fortified,  and  is  the  proper  Agent  for  Meliora¬ 
ting  of  Vegetables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  and  where¬ 
by  they  are  brought  to  the  higheft  degree  of  Purity, 
none  hitherto  have  been  able  to  entice  it  from  me, 

an^ 
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and  1  {yuft  \hat  for  time  to  come  I  (hall  be  more  cau¬ 
tious  ot  communicating  ought  to  falfe  and  wicked 

Men.  .  ri  •  •  f-  TT7*  •  I 

Let  no  Man  therefore  imagine  Spirit  of  Wine  to  be 

the  fecret  Fire  of  Jrtephm^  whereby  fome  Minerals 
and  Metals,  without  any  foregoing  reparation  of  the 
pure  from  the  impure,  may  without  any  diminution  of 
their  weight  be  changed  into  a  mere  pure  Tindure. 
No  in  no  wife,  for  no  Spirit  of.  Wine  hath  any  fuch 
porvet.  But  as  for  what  limple  Spirit  of  Wine  i^ able 
to  perform,  that  we  will  here  declare,  and  no  more 
at  this  time.  I  doubt  not  but  many  will  perfuade 
themfelves,  that  in  having  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  they 
are  Mailers  of  the  whole  Secret  i  but  that’s  a  great 
miftake,  he  that  quellions  it,  let  him  read  Artefhiuf^ 
Font^nm,  and  fome  few  others  who  write  of  it,  and 
he  will  find  that  a  fimple  Spirit  of  Wine  hath  no  re- 
femblance  with  the  Fire  of  Artephm. 

For  the  Philofophers  who  write  of  it  tell  os,  that 
their  Fire  ads  at  a  proper  Agent  sn  its  Patient,  with  an 
invisible  Flame,  continually,  e/jually  in  one  and  the  fame 
degree,  and  at  lafi  changes  it  into  pure  fincture.  Which 
things  cannot  be  faid  of  Spirit  of  Wine,  which  doth 
*ot  burn  continually,  equally  ,  or  invifibly ,  from 
whence  it  is  apparent,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  is  not  the 
Fire  of  Artephius,  nor  can  be  compared  with  it. 

Now  what  this  Fire  of  Artephm  is,  has  been  fuffi- 
ctently  declared  by  me,  in  my  Treatife  of  the  threefold 
Fire,  and  therefore  unneceffary  to  write  more  of  it 
here.  It  remains  only  for  me  to  declare,  how  Vege¬ 
table^,  Animals,  and  Minerals  with  the  help  of  any 
burning  Spirit,  not  only  that  of  Wine,  but  of  Corn, 
Honey,  Fruits,  Leaves  or  Grafs  may  be  moft  highly 
purified,  and  reduc’d  to  the  Higheft  Medicines. 

In  my  little  Treatife  of  Elm  the  Jrtiji,  I  have 
taught  at  large  how  to  bring  the  ElTences  of  Metals, 
Stones,  Vegetables  and  Animals  over  the  Helm,  by 
means  of  an  Alcolifed  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  to  prepare 
Oniverfal  Medicaments  ftom  them,  to  which  therefore 
I  refer  the  Lover  of  Art. 

And  will  now  proceed  to  declare,  to  hovstgood  pur- 
pofe  Spirit  of  Wine  may  be  made  ufe  of  in  Phyfick. 
We  all  know  that  in  general  there  are  but  two  ways  of 
clcanfing  impure  things,  viz.  IVater  and  Fire.  Now 
^Water  can  only  take  away  thofe  defilements  that  are 
outward  and  fuperficial,  not  being  able  to  pierce  to  the 
Center ',  whereas  Fire  does  not  only  purge  the  out- 
fide,  but  even  that  which  is  in-moft,  feparating  the 
impure  for  the  pure,  3s  hath  already  been  mention  d. 

W^e  know  alfo,  that  the  Flame  of  Fire  can  confume 
nothing  but  its  like,  the  Combufiible  b'Ut 

cannot  confume  the  incombuftible  Mercury,  nor  de- 
ftroy,  burn,  or  annihilate  it,  the  Flames  fervingonly 
to  meliorate  and  exalt  if.  For  the  Mercury  of  all  things 
can  no  way  better  be  purged  than  by  Fire,  by  which 
though  it  be  driven  away,  yet  may  always  be  found 
again,  as-being  incorrsbuftible. 

For  Mercury  is  the  belt  and  pureft  of  the  three 
Principles,  fdrafmuch  as  it  cannot  be  hurt  by  any  Ele¬ 
ments,  not  by  the  molt  violent  Fire.,  much  lefs  de* 
firoyed,  becaufe  it  is  throughout  Hemogeneal. 

There  are  three  things  in  the  World  which  be  in¬ 
corruptible,  the  firft  of  which  is  the  Mercury  of  Ve¬ 
getables,  Animals  and  Minerals,  which,  when  by  its 
Enemy  the  Fire,  it  is  tormented,  and  driven  from  its 
Body,  lofc-th  none  of  its  Virtues,  but  is  only  purified 
thereby.  This  incombuftible  Soul  of  Vegetables,  Ani¬ 
mals  and  Minerals,  is  one  of  tho'e  three  things  in  the 
World,  which  are  fixed,  ccnftant,  and  unperiHuble  in 
nil  trials  and  cotiflidts  vviiatfoever. 


The  fecond  thing  which  is  confiant,  permanent,  in”  i  i 
corruptible  and  invincible  is  Trijth,  which  cafinot  be  I  , 
fupprefs’d  by  any  Lies  or  oppofition  wiiatfoever  i  Cp-  1 
prelfed  flie  may  be,  but  not  totally  fupprelTed  y  for  ,  ; 
God  himfelf  is  the  Truth,  and  as  God  cannot  be  1 
overcome,  fo  neither  can  Truth.  [ 

The  third  and  lafi  incorruptible  fubjetS  in  the  c 
World,  is  the  Immortal  Soul  of  Man  ■,  for  whatfoever 
Afflictions  or  Pcrfecutions  a  good  Man  fulfers  from  1 
V^-icked  Meh,  can  riot  in  the  leafi  hurt  his  Soul,  but  '  I 
ferve  only  to  purifie,  exalt,  and  enoble  it.  The  more  i 
Gold  fuffers  in  the  Fire,  the  better  and  purer  it  be-  |l  ‘ 
comes,  and  as  true  it  is,  that  the  Soul  by  the  adverfi-  t 
tics  of  time,  becomes  refined  and  graduated  to  the  ! 

height  of  Purity,  being  by  this  Earthly  Purgatory  dig-  ] 

nified  and  prepared  for  Eternal  Glory.  ‘  c 

But  to  return  to  our  purpofe,  which  is  to  fhew  that  ! 
the  cleanfing  of  Vegetables ,  Animals  and  Minerals,  ( 
mufi  be  performed  by  their  own  Furgatory,  viz.  a  com-  !  ( 

mon  burning  Spirit.  We  will  begin  with  Wine,  as  !  ^ 

being  a  very  noble  Creature,  and  fee  what  good  thing  'ii 

may  be  had  from  it,  by  means  of  its  own.  Purgatory  or  j' 

Cleanfing  Fire,  which  without  it  could  never  have  .  | 

been  brought  to  Light.  ji 

Now  to  fpeak  fundamentally  of  this  matter,  we  ! 

mufi  firft  of  all  know,  that  feveral  different  Spirits  lie  i  ( 

hid  in  Wine,  which  alfo  may  feparately  be  diftill’d  J  )  j 

from  it.  As  in  the  firft  place  the  known  burning Spi-  |  j 
rit  i  next  that  Spirit  which  is  difiill'd  from  Crude  I  ] 
lartar,  which  is  of  a  quite  different  nature  from  that 
which  is  tliftill’d  from  Wine,  or  its  Lees,  which  be¬ 
ing  kindled  burns  away  in  Flame,'  confuming  all  the 
Sulphur,  leaving  nothing  but  the  incombuftible  Mercury 
or  ElTential  Salt  behind,  and  that  in  a  very  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  but  of  great  Virtue  ■,  whereas  the  Spirit  of  Tartar 
which  is  diftill’d  by  Retort,  though  it  be  much  more  .i 
fubtil  and  penetrative  than  the  burning  Spirit,  yet  will 
not  fuffer  it  felf  to  be  kindled  or  burnt  away,  being  ffi 
otherwife  of  great  ufe  in  all  Taitareous  Difeafes,  and  ■ 
obftruftions  of  the  Body.  * 

There  is  alfo  an  Antinephritical  Spirit  diftill’d  from  5 ! 
the  fixed  Salt  oP  Tartar  with  diftill’d  Vinegar,  which  r 
afterwards  fuffers  it  felf  to  be  fublimed,  and  being  di-  i,| 
ftilled  yield  a  very  ftrong  Spirit,  of  which  time  doth  if 
not  permit  to  treat  at  prefent.  We  will  only,  point  I  I 
out  to  you,  by  what  means  the  moft  glorious  I- 

and  Effential  Salt  of  Wine,  may  moft  eafily  be  obtained,  I 
and  what  great  things  may  be  perform’d  by  it  in  Phy-  *• 
fick.  '.V  j 

Of  white  Tartar  well  pulverifed  i  /.  Spirit  of 
Salt  1 1.  and  half,  mix  thefe  well  together,  and  fill  there-  jml 
with  the  fourth  part  of  a  Glafs  Body,  and  pour  on  3  /.  m  \ 
of  Spirit  of  Wine,  lute  the  head  on  immediately,  for 
when  thefe  two  Antagonifts,  the  Acid  Crude  Fartar,  'W  [ 

and  Urinous  of  2  meet,  they  furioufly  attack  * 

each  other,  and  in  their  Conflitft  fend  forth  a  very  fub-  y 
til  Spirit,  and  a  glorious  Effential  which  Mer»  '• 
cury  the  Spirit  of  Wine  when  diftilled  carries  over  with  . 
it.  When  now  this  Spirit  of  Wine  being  kindled  burns 
away,  the  Mercury  or  moft  pure  Effential  Sj//  isthcre- 
by  loofened,  and  with  the  Flame  goes  over  into  the 
Receiver,  where  it  is  caught  of  the  Phlegm,  fro* 
which  being  feparated  by  diftillaticn  in  a  Vaporous 
Bath  ’tis  fit  for  ufe.  This  Gaeleftial  Salt  of  Wine  is 
of  wonderful  Virtue,  concerning  which  I  have  given  a 
full  account  in  fome  of  my  laft  pubfiflred  Writings. 

Its  Virtues  are  chiefly  thefe»  Ic  has  the  Fraremi- 
nence  of  all  Medicaments  whatfoever,  in  curing  the 
Stone,  Gout,  and  the  like  Tartatous  Difeaffs.  More¬ 
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over  this  Heavenly  Salt  penetrates  the  whole  Body, 
opens  all  Ob^huftions,  ftrengthens  the  Heart,  Brain, 
^nd  all  Vital  Parts  ^  is  a  powerful  Diaphorhick  and 
Diuretick  Indeed  any  one  may  ealily  i -nagine,  that 
a  QuinteiTcncc  of  Wine,  when  purihed  by  its  owii 
Puraatory,  trull  needs  exert  wondertul  effects,  and 
t)c  of  great  ufes,  in  the  hands  of  a  skilful  phyhcian  •, 

of  w'hich  fnore  hereafter.  ,  r  • 

Furthermore  from  Wine,  by  medns  of  its  own 
burning  Spirit,  may  be  feparated  an  excellent  Vo  atile 
Salt,  after  this  manner.  Diffolve  uhe  Oyl  of  Wine, 
which  by  diftillation  is  got  out  of  the  Lees  in  a  ftrong 
Spirit  of  Wine,  fo  as  the  Oyl  may  be  well  united  witn 
the  Spirit.  This  done,  kindle  the  Spirit  of  Wine, 
a-d  let  it  burn  away  under  out  great  cooling  Helm  or 
Head  by  which  means  ihe  Mer^t^ry  or  Salt  of  \A  me 
goes  over  with  the  Phlegm,  and  is  caught  by  it.  ^ 

In  like  manner  out  of  that  Ihnking  Oil  which  is 
driven  from  Tartar  by  a  Retort,  and  is  of  great  virtue, 
f  though  for  its  loathfom  feent  it  cannot  be  ufed  )  a 
very  powerful  Volatile  Salt  may  be  obtained,  by  burn- 
ing  away  the  faid  Oyl  with  a  burning  Spirit,  which 
vSatile  Salt  by  thofe  Purging  Flames  lofeth  its  loath» 
fom  fmell,  and  may  be  made  ufe  of  in  Phyhek,  as 
that  before  mentioned  prepared  from  Wine. 

According  to  this  method  of  obtaining  the  Mercury 
of  Wine,  we  may  proceed  with  all  other  Vegetables, 
and  feparate  their  pure  incombuftible  Mercury,  by 
burning  away  theit  Oyls,  with  their  own  or  any  ether 
burning  Spirit,  by  which  means  the  Volatile  Mercury 

IS  ^^aught.^  obfctvM,  that  all  Oiyls  diOilPd  from 
Herbs  whofe  Bowers  refcmble  Stars,  do  yield  more 
Volatile  Salt,  than  the  diftill’d  Oyl  of  other  Herbs. 
When  thefe  Herbs  cannot  be  had  frefh  and  green,  we 
may  take  their  Seeds,  which  yield  more  Ovl  and  Vo¬ 
latile  Ult  than  the  Herbs  themfelves.  In  like  manner 
all  Ovis  diftill’d  from  Seeds,  afford  more  Volatile  Salt 
than  thofe  which  are  forc’d  from  Roots,  Stalks,  Leaves 
or  Wood  •,  the  Seed  always  abounding  with  more  Vo¬ 
latile  Salt  than  any  other  part  of  the  Vegetable  i  and 
that  becaufe  God  hath  placed  the  growing  and  multi¬ 
plying  virtue  of  all  things  in  their  Seeds,  from  whence 
Mo  the  fame  is  moft  eatily  feparable  for  the  ufe  and  Per¬ 
vice  of  Man.  In  particular,  the  Seeds  of  Annis,  Fen¬ 
nel  Dill  Carway,  Cumin,  Creffes,  Scurvy  grafs  and 
afford  much  Volatile.^ 

So  likewife  all  Excremental  and  Superfluous  bge- 
ffions  of  Nature,  fuch  as  are  the  Hair  of  Men  and 
Beafts,  the  Horns  and  Claws  of  Beafts,  the  Excre¬ 
ments  of  Beafts  and  Birds,  as  alfo  their  Feathers,  do 
abound  with  volatile  Salt.  Amongft  thefe  we  rnay 
alfo  reckon  Amber,  Soot,  and  Smith  s  Coals  i  when 
the  ftinkingOylot  any  of  thefe  is  burnt  awav,  the  re¬ 
maining  Effential  Salt  will  procure  the  Phyficians  praife 
and  honour,  and  the  Patient’s  help  and  eafe. 

The  Seeds  of  Henbane  and  Tobacco  do  yield  a  very 
bowerful  Salt  •,  fo  likewife  do  the  diftill’d  Oyls  of  Spi¬ 
ces  as  well  as  thofe  made  by  Expreffion  afford  a  molt 
excellent  Volatile  Salt  being  burnt  away,  by  means  of 
a  burning  Spirit,  united  with  them.  _  "^«t  would  not 
I  counfel  any  to  burn  awav  fuch  precious  0\ls,  toral 
much  as  we  have  other  SubjeHs,  which  coft  us  nothing, 
and  vet  yield  a  better  than  any  Spices  whatfoever-, 
for  Minerals  and  Metals,  when  without  a  Corrofive 
they  are  brought  into  a  ftrong  Spirit  of  Wine,  yield  a 
much  better  Mercury,  wherein  all  the  virtues  ot  Ve¬ 
getables  are  concentred  •,  and  confcquently  are  far  more 
cflicacious  than  any  Vegetable  S.-iftagamft all  Difcalcs 

whether  of  Men  or  Metah. 


In  this  way  we  may  eafiiy,  and  in  a  manner  rvithout 
labour  or  any  confidcrable charges,  procure  a  running 
A'/erc:iry  from  alJ  Minerals  and  Metals  j  which  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Metals  fuffers  it  fdf  aftervvards  to  be  flxed  into 
a  true  Tindfure  for  Men  and  Metals,  by  means  of  its 
proper  Agent  and  Secret  ever-burning  Fire,  and  this 
eafily  without  any  lofs  of  weight,  vvhich  cannot  be 
expedfed  from  a  common  Mermry,  and  therefore  we 
muff  be  provided  of  a  Metallick  Mercury  if  we  would 
do  this  feat.  Mars,  Venus,  and  Merc.vj  arc  the  befi 
amiongft  the  meaner  Metals  for  this  piijpofe,  as  yield¬ 
ing  the  beft  Mercury,  but  the  Mtreuries  of  Sol  and  Luna 
are  the  beft  of  all.  And  it  is  a  thing  that  deferves  ouf 
w’onder,  that  from  fuch  Compact  Bodies,  as  thole 
Homogeneal  Metals  are,  which  arc  accounted  indivi- 
lible,  a  Volatile  Mercury  (hould  be  feparated.  Indeed 
had  1  not  done  it  my  felf,  I  (hould  hardly  have  been 
pexfuaded  of  its  pollibility.  Refufeitative  Salrs  are 
the  only  means  to  effect  this  Wonder,  and  whofoever 
knows  in  due  manner  to  apply  them  to  Metals,  to  him 
it  is  an  eaiie  thing,  yea,  Childrens  play,  in  one  days 
time,  without  toil  or  labour,  to  feparate  a  running 
Mercury  from  all  Metals  and  Minerals.  There  is  one 
only  Salt  in  the  World  ,  which  has  a  power  above 
others  to  revivifie  Metals,  colts  nothing,  and  is  every 
where  to  be  had  in  abundance  i  This  contemiptible 
Salt  the  Philofophers  have  always  concealed,  faying, 
that  it  PS  cjfi  out  upon  Dunghils,  and  as  much  beloved  of 
the  Wtfe,  as  it  U  bated  and  defpifed  by  Fools. 

In  this  Salt  greater  fecrets  lie  hid,  than  in  the  Salt 
of  Art  before  mentioned,  which  cannot  be  had  with¬ 
out  toil  and  labour  *,  but  this  our  more  fecret  Refufei¬ 
tative  Sait  of  Art  doth  far  excell  that,  for  it  not  only 
exalts  and  multiplies  the  colours  of  Sol  and  Luna  as 
well  as  that,  but  alfo  radically  opens  all  Metalline  Sub- 
je£ts  whatfoever,  feparating  their  pureft  Mercury  hom 
the  grofs  faces,  and  brings  it  over  with  it  felf,  which 
no  other  Salt  in  the  World  can  do.  1  here  are  indeed 
fome  other  Salts  to  be  found,  which  in  Tome  degree  do 
refufeitate  Metals,  and  feparate  a  running  Mercury,  as 
Salt  of  Tartar,Vrine,3inil  the  like,  but  are  not  compa¬ 
rable  with  our  refufeitative  Salt  of  Art,  which,  for  all 
them,  continues  the  undoubted  Monarch  over  all 
There  are  very  few  to  be  found,  who  are  able  with  fo 
much  eafe  and  little  charge  to  feparate  a  running  Mer¬ 
cury  in  quantity  from  Metals,  and  fix  the  fame  into  a 
ttue  Tint^ure.  Wherefore  we  fliould  make  it  ourbu- 
finefs  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  Salts,  and  learn  to' 
know  their  feveral  ufes  y  becaufe  in  Salts  great  good 
lies  hid,  which  few  believe  or  apprehend.  Plato  in¬ 
deed  was  of  opinion,  that  fomething  Divine  was  con¬ 
tain’d  in  our  common  Saif,  and  other  Philofophers 
have  not  ftuck  t6  fay,  that  in  the  Sun  and  Salt  U  All, 
He  that  doth  not  know  what  Fire  and  Salt  are,  knows 
nothing ,  and  deferves  not  the  name  of  a  Philofo- 
pher. 

And  thus  much  fliall  fuffice  concerning  Fire  and 
Salt,  and  the  great  things  that  may  be  performed  by 
them.  He  therefore  who  deflres  to  approve  hirafelf 
a  good  Phyfician  or  Chymift,  let  him  ftudy  the  nature 
of  Fire  and  Salt,  and  learn  to  diftinguifh  them,  for 
without  this  he  1  never  do  any  thing  to  purpofe  in  either 
faculty. 

To  return  now  to  our  Spagirical  Purg-^tory,  and 
fhew  that  the  Philofophers  by  means  thereof  perform¬ 
ed  their  greateft  Arcana.  Paracelfys  alone,  the  Mo¬ 
narch  of  Phyficians,  gives  us  a  fuffclent  Teftimony 
hereof,  when,  treating  of  tlie  Element  of  Fire,  in  his 
Book  of  Sulphur,  he  faith,  That  if  a  Phyfician  have 
rlG)t  amongft  his  Secrets  the  Flcment  of  Fire  from  SuV 
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phur^  he  is  not  a  PhyHcian,  but  a - - - O  my 

dear  Paracelfiii^  thou  art  not  to  be  blamed  for  thy  zea¬ 
lous  inveighing  againfi  thofe  Lazy  Lubbards,  anef  if 
thy  words  be  Aurhentick,  ’tis  to  be  feared  that  fcarce 
one  good  Phylician  will  be  found  in  all  Germany^  for- 
afmuch  as  the  Element  of  Fire  of  Sulphur  is  utterly 
unknown.  But  this  cannot  be  faid,  for  that  betides 
this  Element  of  Fire,  there  be  feveral  other  good  Me¬ 
dicaments  a  Phylician  may  prepare.  Yet forafmuch as 
I  have  writ  fomewhat  of  it  here,  I  hope  it  may  IHr 
up  fpm.e  to  fearch  after  it,  and  fo  learn  to  prepare  their 
Medicines  by  Fire  i  becaufe  whatfoever  can  without 
hurt  or  lofs  abide  the  Fire,  the  fame  muft  needs  be 
very  pure  and  good. 

David  to  this  purpofe  gives  us  a  fimilitude  oiLma., 
which  mult  fometimes  pafs  the  Fire,  before  it  attain 
its  utmioli  purity.  This  art  of  cleanfing  things  with 
Fire,  was  by  the  Philolbphers  of  old  termed  Ifopaica^ 
of  which  fee  Paracelfus. 

It  is  to  admired,  that  how  black  or  fmutty  foever 
any  thing  be,  after  it  is  walk’d  by  Fire,  it  becomes 
fnow  white  •,  which  the  Mercury  dx'wtn  by  Fire  from 
black  Sulphur  and  Marr^  is  alone  a  fufficient  proof  of, 
in  which  whitenefs  the  fairell:  Red  lies  hid.  That 
I'fopaica^  or  the  Art  of  VVafliing  with  Fire,  and  there¬ 
by  changing  Black  to  White,  was  in  ufe  amonglithe 
Ancients,  feems  probable  from  DavidPs  words,  when 
he  cries  to  God  j  Purge  me  n>ith  Hyfop,  and  I  JhaU  be 
clean^  tvajh  and  I  JhaU  be  whiter  then  fnorv  :  David 
here  defires  nothing  elfe,  than  to  have  his  Soul,  which 
was  cole  black  by  Sin,  wafh'ed  and  purged  by  the  Fire 
of  the  Holy  Gholl,  and  therefore  by  way  of  Compa- 
rifon  he  mentions  Tfopaica^  or  the  Art  of  Walhing 
black  things  white  by  Fire.  In  a  word,  this  Art  of 
Walhing  things  fnow-whiteby  a  Philofbphical  Purga¬ 
tory  Flame,  appears  to  be  the  head  skill  of  Philofophy, 
Phyfick  and  Alchimy. 

And  forafmuch  as  I  have  here  made  mention  of 
Tfopaica-,  I  hope  I  fliall  not  be  thought  tedious,  if  I 
Rt  down  fome  more  inliances  of  cleanfing  black  and 
impure  things  by  Fire.  For  feeing  this  excellent  and 
incomparable  Art  has  for  fome  hundred  years  been  in 
a  manner  wholly  loft,  Paracelfut  being  the  fiift  that 
hath  renewed  the  knowledge  of  it,  1  have  thought 
good  at  prefent  to  reftore  this  Royal  Art  to  its  former 
luftre  and  glory,  wherewith  it  fhone  forth  in  the 
Schools  of  the  Kings  of  Egypt^  where  thofe  of  the 
Blood  Royal  were  taught  and  inftru(5fed  in  the  fame. 
^  which  Schools  Mojh  alfo  (  as  being  the  Adopted 
Son  of  PharaoPs  Dsiughtex  )  had  his  Education,  be¬ 
ing  there  inftruded  in  all  the  Wifdom  and  Skill  of  the 
Egyptians . 

In  thofe  times  this  Tfopaica^  or  Art  of  Walking  with 
lure  was  in  great  efteem  and  flourifhed,  which  was 
the  caufe  of  the  great  Riches  and  PuiftTance  of  the 
Egyptians.,  which  continued  till  the  Monarchy  was 
made  fubjeft  to  the  Romans  and  yet  even  then,  be¬ 
ing  PoffelTors  of  Tfopaica  and  Chryfopeia^  they  foon 
put  themfeivcs  into  a  condition  again  of  difputing 
their  Liberty  with  the  Eomans^  and  rebelled  againit 
them  >  and  though  by  the  prevailing  Power  of  the 
Romans  they  were  ftill  overcome,  yet  did  they  often 
reiterate  their  Revolt^  until  at  laft  the  Emperor  D\o- 
e’ettan  being  informed  that  their  Art  of  Chymiftry 
Was  thetr  inexhau/lible  Treafure,  which  ftill  encou¬ 
raged  them  to  rebell,  fent  a  great  Army  amongft 
them,  with  Orders  to  Ranfack  all  Places  for  Books 
treating  of  that  Art,  and  commit  them  to  the  Flames  i 
which  done,  they  qu:ct!y  afterwards  endured  the  Ro¬ 
man  Yoak,  which  before,  cn  every  occafion,  they  were 


ready  to  fnake  off.  By  the  fame  means  alfo  the  faid 
Art  has  been  as  it  wct;e  totally  loft  which  I  am  not 
without  hopes  to  reftore  again,  and  if  Death  ffoul’d 
'chance  to  prevent  me,  yet  will  it  affuredly  be  done 
I  after  my  Death  by  Ehiis  the  ^rtiji.  I  have  indeed  al- 
j  ready  in  fome  of  my  laft  Treatifes  fo  plainly  writ  of 
this  Art,  that  any  one,  who  is  any  thing  skilful  in  the 
!  Fire,  may  become  Mafter  of  the  Art. 
i  To  return  then  to  Tfopaica.,  I  fay,  I  have  already 
communicated  the  ufe  of  a  Burning  Spirit,  by  means 
I  whereof  all  ftinking,  impure.  Vegetable,  Animal,  and 
eafily  inflamable  Mineral  Subjeds,  may  be  walhed  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  Purity,  with  which  great  things 
may  be  performed,  efpecially  in  Phyfick,  and  fuch  as 
are  impoffjble  to  be  done  by  any  known  way.  Indeed 
by  this  alone  moft  profitable  difeovery,  1  have  difeo- 
vered  a  new  World  of  Art,  which  for  fo  many  hun¬ 
dred  years  has  been  unknown  •,  and  I  doubt  not,  but 
this  way  of  walhing  with  Fire  will  ferve  for  a  (hiqing 
Light  to  lead  Phylicians  to  the  true  Spagyrical  Phy¬ 
fick. 

Thus  much  fliall  fuffice  to  have  fpoken  concerning 
the  moift  fiery  walhing  by  means  of  a  Burning  Spirit  ^ 
it  remains  now  to  declare  in  what  manner  the  Com- 
padfeft  Metals, and  Precious  as  well  as  Common  Stones, 
may  by  a  dry  cleanfing  Fire  be  meliorated.  For  a 
Spirit  of  Wine  is  much  too  weak  to  pierce  the  Bodies 
of  Compadl  Metals,  and  to  wafli  them  to  a  perfei^ 
cleannefs  i  wherefore  we  are  to  look  out  for  a  ftronger 
Walh-Fire,  which  may  be  able  to  Mafter  the  fixt  as 
well  as  unfixt  Metals.  Now  Art  hands  to  us  a  certain 
dry  Walh-Fire,  wherewith  the  Ancients  meliorated 
all  Metals  and  Stones  •,  but  this  dry  Fire  has  never  been 
publilhed,  neither  know  I  any  Author  that  hath  writ 
plainly  of  it,  fave  only  Paracelfus  in  his  Coelum  Philo- 
fophorum^  where  fpeaking  of  Mercury^  he  deferibes  this 
flaming  'V^zfh-Eixtyjiz.'^.OfTartar  part  j.  Sulphir  p.ij. 
Nitre  p.  iij.  being  well  mixed  together,  ufe  them. 
Paracelfus  r^lls  this  Compofition  a  good  fluxing  Pow¬ 
der  »  but  hints  at  other  things,  as  appears  by  thole 
words  he  places  before  the  Defeription  of  the  faid  Ful¬ 
minating  Powder,  ziz.  Pulvis  adole  Verbenas.,  which 
words  conceal  a  great  Myftery,  as  will  prcfently  ap¬ 
pear. 

The  Compofition  of  Paracelfus  may  be  meliorated 
by  taking  only  one  part  of  Sulphur^  Tartar  ij.  and 
Nitre  iij.  and  is  a  very  good  Walh-Fire.  There  be 
alfo  many  more  and  better  Walh-Fires  for  to  Furifie 
and  exajt  Metals,  of  which  welhall  hear  anon.  Fol¬ 
lows  now  the  ufe  of  the  forefaid  Walh-Fire. 

And  firft  it  is  to  be  cbferved,  that  to  the  end  this 
Fire  may  have  the  better  effect,  the  Ingredients  muft 
be  pure,  dry,  and  very  well  poudred,  for  by  how 
much  purer  the  Ingredients  be,  the  ftronger  is  the 
Fire.  When  therefore  we  have  a  mind  to  wafti  any 
Metal  therewith ,  fuppofe  impure  Sol  or  Luna ,  we 
muft  file  the  fame  very  fmall,  and  then  mixing  three  or 
four  parts  of  the  faid  Powder  with  if  in  a  Crucible, 
kindle  the  mixture  with  a  red-hot  Coal,  and  the 
Flame  thence  arifing  will  confume  all  the  impurities 
of  the  Metal,  or  feparate  them  as  drofs,  the  pure  Me¬ 
tals  finking  as  a  Regulus  to  the  bottom.  And  if  the 
Operation  be  duly  performed,  the  Regulus  vixW  be  as 
fine  as  if  it  had  pafs’d  the  Cupel. 

If  we  defire  yet  further  to  increafe  the  ftrength  of 
this  Fulmen  or  Walh-Fire,  we  may  take  inftead  of 
Tartar  half  the  quantity  of  the  Saw-duft  of  dry  Lime- 
tree,  which  affords  a  much  ftronger  Flame  than  Tartar-, 
and  confequcntly  better  purges  im.pure  Metals.  With 
this  ftrong  Fire  we,  may  in  a  moment  purifie  a  fmall 
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Another  Rapid  Fulmen  changi)ig  Iron  and  Steel  intJ 
Good  Gold. 


I  quantity  of  Sol  of  Lutia  if  we  pleafc,  in  a  Nuld-.cl  ^ 
I  which  1  do’nt  mention  here  as  a  thing  of  Profit,  but 
;  Only  of  Curiolity,  and  to  fliew  the  force  of  this  f  ire. 

;  N.  B.  It  we  delire  tomakeufeof  this  Wafli-Fire  to 
*  Profit,  we  mult  not  take  a  Comwon  Nitre  or  Sulphur^ 
I  but  fuch  a  Sulphur  as  burns  faffer  than  the  Common, 

j  and  the  N/tre  muff  be  purified,  whereof  more  here¬ 
after. 


A  Good  fulmen  or  povperful  cleanflng  Fire  for  to  pu- 
rijie  the  Common  Mercury,  fo  as  afterwards  it  may 
;  ^  be  eafily  fixed. 

We  are  fo  know,  that  the  Common  A/ercury  con¬ 
tains  in  it  felf  an  extraordinary  fiery  Spirit,  which 
hinders  it  from  being  a  CompacT:  Metal,  and  keeps  it 
in  continual  Flux  like  a  Molten  Metal,  and  makes  it  fb 
difficult  a  work  to  fix  k  :  Now  if  we  can  but  extin- 
guifh  this  Fire  in  him,  he’l  be  eafily  reducible  to  a 
Compagi  Metallick  Body. 

f 

It  is  notorious,  that  always  a  greater  Flame  over¬ 
tomes  and_fwallows  up  the  leffer  \  to  extinguifh  there¬ 
fore  this  Fire  in  Mercury,  we  cannot  do  better,  than 
make  ufe  of  a  ftrong  VxiXmtUiVihKhP  aracelfiu  hints  with 
thofe  words,  Fulvis  Adole  Verbenas,  as  if  he  had  faid, 
Go  Fulmen  and  burn  the  Wings  of  that  Volatil  Bird, 
that  he  may  flic  no  more.  But  the  Fulmen  he  there 
'  defcribes  will  not  do  it,  a  ffrcnger  muft  be  made  ufe 
of  in  that  cafe.  To  this  purpofe  I  have  made  many 
trials  in  my  Youth,  but  have  found  none  better  than 
i  the  Fulmen  of  Jupiter^  which  takes  as  follows. 

R.  Of  Crude  Mercury  and  fine  Jupiter  each  j  1. 
melt  the  Jupiter  in  a  Crucible,  and  when  it  begins  to 
cool,  pour  the  Mercury  upon  it,  and  the  heated  Ju- 
I  piter  will  take  to  it  felf  the  Mercury,  and  become  an 
Amalgama,  which  Amalgama  muft  with  dry  and  pu¬ 
rified  Nitre  We  ground  upon  a  Stone.  This  doneR. 
of  the  ftrong  Fluxing  Powder  abovefaid,  the  fame 
quantity  as  the  Amalgama  and  Nitre,  and  grind  them 
well  together,  and  then  the  Mixture  is  ready  for 
kindling.  But  the  Operation  muft  be  performed  in  the 
open  Air,  where  the  Wind  may  carry  away  the  poifo- 
nous  Fumes.  The  Mixture  may  be  put  into  a  ftrong 
Earthen  Pot,  and  after  Detonation,  there  will  remain 
a  Mafs  difficult  to  Flux,  which  being  Cupell’d,  and 
feparated  by  Aq,  Fort,  affords  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
Sol  and  Luna,  abundantly  recompenfing  the  coft  and 
labour  of  the  Operation.  After  that  the  Mixture  is 
kindled,  the  Matter  muft  be  often  ftirred  with  a  red- 
Irot  Iron,  to  the  end  that  no  part  may  remain  unkindlcd, 
but  that  the  whole  Mafs  may  be  red-hot  throughout. 

i 

Another  Fulmen  to  graduate  Venus  into  Luna. 

R.  Of  the  forefaid  Fluxing  Powder  of  Sulphur,  far- 
tjrand  iVkre,and  grind  with  it  iv  Ounces  of  Mercury 
Luna,  and  lay  the  fame  weight  of  thin  Plates  of  Venus 
SSS.  with  your  forefaid  Compofifion,  kindle  the  Mafs, 

:  and  the  proceedingFlames  will  graduate  fome  part  of  the 
J'^enus  into  good  and  fix  Luna  with  confiderable  profit, 
the  Operation  being  rightly  perfonred.  With  the 
fame  Fulmcn,  d'  may  be  graduated  into  o,  and  for- 
afnuich  as  it  doth  not  melt,  it’s  better  than  VenM  for  this 
way  of  working  j  Needles  are  beft  for  this  purpofe. 


R.  Of  the  abovefiiid  Fluxing  Powder,  iv  or  V  rrii.’^ 
with  it  j  ^  or  half  an  Ounce  of  Aurum  Fulminans  pre¬ 
cipitated  from  the  Aqua  Regia,  not  with  Salt  of  Tartar, 
but  with  Salt  of  Vnne  vvifh  this  Fulmen  and  Steel 
Needles  make  SSS.  in  a  Crucible.  Let  not  the  Needles 
be  above  j  j  weight,  elfe  the  Fulmen  will  not  be  able 
to  graduate  them  wholly  infoSo/.  This  Procefs  well 
managed  affords  a  good  increafe  of  Sol.  It  is  alfo  no 
contemptible  Curiolity  to  fee  Needles  chang’d  to5o/, 
their  priftine  form  remaining.  1  took  once  20  or  30 
Needles,^  which  1  put  with  their  points  up  to  the  midft 
in  the  faid  Fulmen,  their  upper  halves  remaining  un- 
fouch’d  by  it,  and  after  Fulmination  took  out  the 
Needles,  the  lower  part  of  which  was  pure  Sol,  the 
upper  continuing  Iron,  which  I  diflributed  amonglf 
my  Friends  and  Lovers  of  Art  for  a  remembrance.' 
The  fame  may  be  performed  with  Nails. 

Now  though  in  this  Gradation  of  ^  there  be  no 
very  great  Profit,  yet  neither  is  there  any  lots  ■>  and  be- 
fides  the  Curiofity  of  it,  is  a  convincing  demonftra- 
tion  that  $  without  depofing  any  Terreftreity,  may 
have  it’s  whole  Body  changed  into  Sol. 

N.  B.  The  remaining  Fulmen  may  with  a  little  Nitre 
be  melted  down  to  a  Regulus,  by  which  means  the 
Sol  is  recover’d,  and  fo  we  have  our  graduated  Needles 
for  nothing. 

N.  B.  When  wc  have  a  mind  to  make  ufe  of,the 
Fulmen  of  e,  we  had  heft  place  the  Crucible^  in 
which  the  ‘Fulmen  and  Mars  is,  in  a  large  glafed  Ear¬ 
then  Veftel,  and  as  foon  as  it  is  kindled  cover  the 
Crucible,  that  the  Fulmen  may  not  fly  abroad,  or  if 
any  does,  it  may  flick  to  the  fides  of  the  Pot,  which 
being  wiped  off  with  a  Feather,  may  be  reduced  with 
the  remaining  Fulmen  in  the  Crucible,  that  there  may 
be  no  lofs. 

N.  B,  It  happens  fometimes ,  when  too  great  a 
quantity  of  S  is  taken  to  be  graduated  to  o,  and 
the  Flame  too  ftrong,  that  the  Needles  melt  into  one, 
efpecially  if  they  be  laid  too  clofe  together. 

N.  B.  In  Cafe,  the  Needles  fhould  not  in  the  firft 
Fulmination  be  wholly  changed  to  0,  the  Work  may 
be  repeated  with  freffi  fluxing  Powder.  And  if  any 
one  defires  more  Profit  from  this  Operation,  let  him 
mix  fome  of  the ^  and  5, with  the  Gol¬ 
den  Fulmen,  and  Fulminate  with  the  fame  Needles, 
or  thin  Iron  Wier,  by  which  means  the  §  will  better 
diffufethe  graduating  o,  or  Spirit  throughout  the  d, 
and  fo  more  of  it  becomes  changed  into  0. 

N.  B.  He  that  would  draw  confiderable  Profit 
from  this  Operationi  had  beft  perform  it  in  a  clofe 
earthen  Veftel,  with  a  large  Recipient  fitted  to  it,  for 
to  catch  the  which  may  be  ufed  again,  by  which 
means  that  gaiu  will  be  more. 

N.  B.  For  to  make  this  Work  yet  more  gainful, 
we  may  inftead  of  the  0  mix  with  the  Fulmen  of  p. 
and  y,  fome  fine  powdred  Red,  Brown,  or  black  Peb¬ 
bles,  which  are  found  in  running  Water,  and  break 
as  fmooth  as  Glafs,  and  contain  much  Volatile  0, 
grinding  them  well  together.  This  Fulmen  when  kind¬ 
led,  drives  the  Volatile  o  out  of  the  Pebbles,  and  be¬ 
ing  received  by  2i  and  5  is  fixed  by  them,  by  which 
means  much  0  and  d  may  be  had  out  of  2^.  ?  and  6'. 
Out  of  thefe  Pebbles  with  Aqua  Regis  much  0  may 
be  extrafled,  and  tho’  the  0  in  them  he  Volatile,  yec 
partly  by  means  -of  the  Aqua  Regis,  and  partly  by 
being  precipitated  with  the  Mercurial  v  out  of 
and  by  Redutflion  it  is  fixed  :  Concerning  which  I 

have 
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Sive  largely  treated  in  the  Seventh  Part  of  the  Pro* 
fperity  of  Germany, 

N.  H.  To  work  on  thefe  Pebbles  with  more  Profit, 
we  may  when  reduced  to  fine  Powder,  excradt  them 
with  V  in  which  common  Salt  has  been  diiroIved,to 
which  Extradlion  (  which  will  be  of  a  very  high  Co¬ 
lour)  we  muff  add  fome  of  the  Refufeitative  Salt  of 
the  World,  every  where  to  be  found,  and  then  ab- 
ffradt  the  Solvent  from  theExtradf,  by  which  means 
the  Refufeitative  Salt  will  make  O  more  Volatile,  and 
feparating  it  from  the  fixer  Part,  bring  it  over  the 
Helm,  in  form  of  a  yellow  Liquor,  which  when  mor¬ 
tified  by  zhixivinm^  and  reduced  to  a  dry  0,  ifthen 
it  be  driven  through  a  Retort,  you  will  find  a  running 
^  Sol  in  the  Recipient,  in  fmall  quantity  indeed,  but 
of  great  Virtue  j  which  by  the  Fire  of  Artephius  may 
eafily  be  fixed  into  an  Univerfal  Tindure  for  Men 
and  Metals.  A  Lixivium  may  afterwards  be  poured 
on  the  remaining  Extrad,  for  to  mortifie  the  Cnrro- 
llve  Spirits,  and  then  diftilled  by  Retort,  it  wHl  yield 
Tome  more  A/erewr/a/  O.  As  for  the  fixt  0  which  was 
in  the  Pebbles,  the  fame  may  be  eafily  reduced, and  will 
be  good  0,  tho’  fomewhat  pale  Coloured,  the  Salt  of 
the  W^orld  having  carried  fome  part  of  the  Colour 
over  with  the 

N.  B.  Our  Refufeitative  Salt  of  the  World  is  a 
very  wonderful  Salty  for  when  joyned  with  the  dif- 
folved  O,  it  not  only  brings  over  a  running  y,  but 
part  of  the  Colour  of  O  with  it,  wherefore  alfo  the  faid 
Mercurial  0  affords  a  moft  glorious  Medicine,  when 
duely  fixed.  In  the  fame  manner  you  may  get  a  tinging 
^  from  }),  but  much  better,  and  cafier  from  a  D,  which 
lies  Volatile  in  its  own  Matrix,  and  has  never  tou¬ 
ched  the  Fire. 

N.  B.  But  this  MfrcanW  Ddoth  not  tinge  into  G,  but 
only  into  D.  Jn  the  fame  way  a  y  may  be  driven  from 
all  Metals,  and  in  confiderable  quantity.  The  5  of  (J 
and  5  are  the  heft  ^  thofe  of  U  and  Jy  are  good 
alfo,  but  not  fo  high  colour’d,  as  that  of  S  which  is 
the  belt.  Now  to  make  >5  of  c? ,  we  need  not  dif- 
folve  common  S ,  and  thence  with  Salt  of  the  World 
drive  a  5  •,  but  it  is  better  to  take  Iron-ftones,  which 
have  never  touch’d  the  Fire  ,  and  having  extracted 
them,  add  to  them  fome  of  the  Refufeitative  Salt  of 
the  World,  which  then  difiill’d  will  yield  more  § 
than  common  S .  In  like  manner  much  more  0  may 
be  had  from  b,  ^  and  ?  Oar  then  from  the  Metals 
themfelves. 

I  remember, that,  in  my  youthful  years,  I  laboured 
two  years  continually  with  a  Perfon  ot  high  quality, 
to  obtain  a  0  of  1?,  we  tryed  all  manner  ot  ways  but 
got  nothing.  Whether  it  was  for  want  of  Experi¬ 
ence,  or  that  the  Procefs  given  us  was  not  true,  or 
becaufe  God  did  not  fee  it  fit  forus,  I  know  not :  But 
this  I  know,  that  we  had  no  knowledge  of  the  uni¬ 
verfal  Refufeitative  Salt  of  the  World,  making  ufe  on¬ 
ly  of  common  S.  Arnton,  and  its  Volatile  Spirit. 

I  have,  in  the  Seventh  Pirt  of  my  Pharmacupceia  Spa- 
^yrica^  taught  a  way.  to  draw  a  running  0  from  Me¬ 
tals,  but  in  fmall  quantity,  whereas  by  means  of  this 
Salt  of  the  World,  much  more  is  obtained.  I  lay 
rhereforc  ,  that  if  from  my  lafi  publiflied  Writings, 
Men  cannot  difeover  the  way  of  making  the  Mercu- 
fieso^  Metals  in  good  quantity,  it  will  be  a  fign  to  me, 
that  God  will  not  permit  it,  having  plainly  fet  down 
every  thing,  except  the  Refufeitative  Salt  of  the 
World. 

And  I  now  fay  ag’‘n  that  the  faid  Salt  is  no  where 
to  be  fold,  fince  enough  n  ay  be  had  for  no' hi  ig.  God 
mull  JC'ea  it,  for  Me;  wi-’l  hardly  do  it.  It  is  a 


mere  Gift  of  God  to  know  this  Salt  and  its  life. 
Turba  faith  concerning  it :  If  God  had  not  created  ibis 
Salt ,  it  were  impnffible  to  perfeT  our  Elixir.  From 
whence  we  may  fee,  it  is  no  Salt  prepared  by  Art, 
nor  made  with  hands,  but  created  ot  God  of  nothing. 
Confider  well  what  is  here  faid,  and  you’l  find  Won¬ 
ders.  Cofmopolitj  fpeaks  after  this  manner  of  this 
Salt^  viz.  Nature  affords  us  a  Chalybs,  which  can 
from  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  extrahi  thaty  jvbich  many  have 
foUQ^ht  and  not  found. 

Other  Philofophers  fpeak'of  this  Salt  in  thefe 
Words;  The  Spirit  and  Salt  of  the  JVorldy  bring  the 
Souls  of  the  dead  out  of  Hell.  What  is  this  Hell,  but 
a  Stygian  Water,  wherein  we  dilTolve  Metals,  and  af¬ 
ter  draw  forth  their  Souls  with  the  Salt  of  the  World. 
Of  which  Spirit  and  Salt  of  the  World,  Nuifement 
hath  writ  a  curious  Treatife.  I  lay  therefore,  that  he 
who  underftands  the  due  ,way  of  applying  this  Salt^ 
for  drawing  the  5  of  Metals,  has  obtained  the  greateft 
Secret  in  the  World, the  faid  5  being  eafily  fixable  into  a 
true  Tindure. 

I  have  known  feveral,  who  could  fix  the  ^  of 
and  5  prepared  by  others  into  Tindures,  but  could 
not  prepare  the  Mercuries  themfelves  ;  And  to  this 
day,  1  do  not  know  one  Man  that  can  bring  a  rnn- 
ning  5  from  Metals,  tho'  I  have  communicated  the 
way  of  making  the  faid  ^  to  many,  as  it  is  fet  down 
in  the  Seventh  Part  of  my  Pharmacopeia  Spagirica :  But 
feeing  fo  fmall  a  quantity  prepared  that  way ,  they 
let  it  drop.  It  had  been  well,  they  could  have  been 
fatisfied  with  that :  But  Men  genwally  are  of  fuch  a 
Humour  ^  that  if  they  cannot  have  all  without  Toyl 
or  Labour,  they  prefently  defpond  and  give  over  y  hue 
they  that  perfevere  to  the  end  Ihall  obtain  the  Crown 
of  Honour. 

Thus  much  (hall  fuffice,  by  way  of  Parenthefis, 
concerning  preparing  the  Mercuries  of  Metals  in  great 
quantity,  by  means  of  our  Refufeitative  Salt  of  the 
World. 

Let  uS  now  return  to  our  dry-wafli-Fire,  ahd  fee, 
what  further  may  be  done  with  it.  We  know,  that 
with  a  Rapid  and  violent  Flame,  the  Volatile  part  of 
Metals  is  driven  away,  the  fixt  and  grolTer  flaying  be¬ 
hind  :  As  for  Example.  If  I  diflblve  a  Metal,  or  Mi¬ 
neral  in  a4(jua  Fortisy  and  afterwards  add  to  the  So¬ 
lution  fome  good  Niter  y  by  this  means  the  Metal  a- 
bides  with  the  Nitre  and  Ihoots  with  it  into  Cry- 
flals,  which  from  $  are  Red,  from  ?  Green,  from  ^ 
and  n.  White,  from  o  Yellow.  When  now  this  Ni^ 
tre  is  kindled,  the  Volatile  part  of  the  Metal  fublimes 
from  the  grofler,  and  is  better  for  Medicinal  ufe, 
than  the  grofs  Body  of  the  Metal. 

N.  B.  But  if  to  this  Niter  impregnated  with  a  Me¬ 
tal,  we  )oyn  fome  Salt  of  the  World  »  and  then  deto¬ 
nate  it,  the  faid  Salt  through  the  Flames  carries  the 
immortal  Soul  of  Metals  out  from  Hell,  that  is  the  $ 
of  them,  which  afterwards  may  be  fixed  into  Tin- 
<Sure.  The  faid  Nitre  impregnate  with  Metal,  and 
the  Salt  of  the  World,  doth  alfo,  by  means  of  a 
fwift  Flame  draw  the  Colours  from  precious  and  com¬ 
mon  Stones,  and  introduceth  others,  and  better  into 
them  again which  is  a  thing  of  great  Profit  to  him 
that  hath  Skill  of  it.  This  is  the  fpeedieft  way  of 
meliorating  Metals,  when  by  means  of  a  Rapid  F«/- 
meuy  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  wc  feparate  the  pure 
Soul,  or  incomhnflible  ^  from  the  grofs  Metal  :  For 
in  this  quick  Flame  the  fuperfluous  ^  of  the  Metals 
is  confwmed,  which  tics  the  pure  5  fo  the  Metal,  and 
makes  the  fame  difficultly  feparable  from  its  grofs 
Body. 

Jn 


Part  !IL 


In  this  manlier  a  pure  5  may  in  (quantity  be'drawn 
from  all  Metals  ,  and  as  much  ^  as  is  got  this 
way,  (o  m.uch  Tinfture,  for  every  5  of  Metals  is  fixa¬ 
ble  into  Tindiure,  which  cannot  be  Paid  of  the  com¬ 
mon.  And  yet  amongft  thefe  MetallkliMercunes,  one 
yields  a  better  Tindfure  than  another,  the  ^  of  (J  as 
hath  been  faid  being  the  bell,  tho’  that  of  h  be  good 
alfb.  He  who  is  come  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  make 
the  0  of  any  one  Metal,  with  the  help  of  the  Suit  of 
the  World  ,  may  cafily  do  the  fame  with  all  the 
reft,  and  then  try  which  ^  is  the  beft.  I  have  tryed 
feveral,  but  found  none  better  then  that  of  ^ .  For 
which  Reafon  alfo  fometime  before  my  falling  Sick,  I 
bought  up  a  great  quantity  of  Steel  Needles  unfit  for 
common  ufe,  with  intention  to  make  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  5  of  S->  but  being  feiied  with  Sicknefs  not 
long  after,  and  continuing  Bed-rid  till  now  ^  my  de- 
fign  was  hindred.  Now  whether  God  will  be  pleafed 
to  raife  me,  that  I  m.ay  prepare  a  good  quantity  of  the 
faid  5 ,  for  thofe  that  come  after ,  I  know  not  ^ 
for  at  prefent  by  reafon  of  my  Weaknefs,  I  have  no 
hope  to  do  any  thing-  And  therefore  have  determi¬ 
ned  with  my  felf,  to  manifeft  thefe  and  the  like  great 
Secrets  to  the  World ,  as  far  as  my  Weaknefs  will 
permit  •,  that  they  who  are  Lovers  of  Art  may  know, 
and  work  them,  or  let  them  alone  as  they  pleafe  ; 
For  it  fhall  fuffice  me,  to  have  difeovered  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Works  of  God  to  mankind,  not  at  all  concerning 

my  felf  with  the  reft.  , .  ,  , 

’Tis  here  to  be  noted,  that  the  ^  which  bymean^ 
of  the  Salt  of  the  World,  in  the  moift  way  is  drawn 
forth  from  A(jHa  Fertis,  or  other  like  corrofive  Li¬ 
quors,  is  purer  than  that  which,  in  the  dry  way  is 
forced  over  with  a  ftrong  Fire,  yet  both  are  good,  and 
fixable  into  Tindure.  It  is  alfo  lefs  trouble  to  bring 
over  the  5  of  Metals  in  the  moift  way,  than  by  a 
ftiong  Flame.  For  when  a  Metal  is  diffolved  in  Aqua 
Fortis,  and  Salt  of  the  World  added  to  the  Solution, 
then  if  by  Alembiek,  you  feparate  the  Mestfiruum,  part 
of  the  y  will  come  over  with  it,  which,  as  before-men¬ 
tioned,  is  to  be  feparated  from  it  -.  Afterwards  drive 
what  remains  in  the  Alembiek  through  a  Retort,  and 
the  Salt  of  the  World  will  carry  more  of  the  t?over, 
by  which  means  a  good  quantity  of  y  will  be  obtai¬ 
ned.  For  which  God  be  praifed,  who  hath  (hewed 
us  his  poor  neceifitous  Children  fo  near  and  ftrait  a 
way  to  the  Land  of  Prmife.  For  I  ftill  fay  (  as  I 
always  did  )  that  nothing  more  excellent  can  be  found, 
either  in  Phyfick  or  Alchimy,'  than  the  5  of  Metals, 
all  other  Works  being  mere  trifles  in  Comparifon  of 
it  Becaufe  fuch  a  0  well  fixed,  is  not  only  the  high- 
efl:  Medicine,  but  befides  Tinges  »  and  §  inte  0.  ^  I 
have  dearly  and  fully  deferibed  the  manner  of  it. 
Preparation,  fave  only,  that  I  have  not  named  the 
Salt  of  the  World,  becaufe  it  is  fuch  a  vile  and  con- 
tetnptible  thing,  and  caft  out  upon  Dunghils  And 
vet  nothing  in  the  World  lives  without  it.  No  living 
Creamre  in  or  upon  the  Earth,  Bird  in  the  Air,^  nor 
Fifli  in  the  Water  is  fuftained  without  this  Univer- 
fal  Salt  of  the  World.  Concerning  this  Salt  of 
the  World,  or  true  matter  of  the  Univerfal  great 
Stone  of  the  Philofophcts,  an  unknown  Author  in  the 
Thirty  fifth  Chapter  of  his  Book  Writes  thus, 


every  Man,  and  found  with  every  Man.  Adam  brought 
it  with  him  out  of  Paradife,  and  vvhen  he  died  took  it 
along  with  him  to  his  Grave.  And  therefore  an  Alle¬ 
gory  of  the  Wife  men  faith, 'that  the  faid  Matter  is  fub- 
tiltzed  0,  that  is  ©  advanced  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
mineral  Virtue.  Concerning  this  ©  it  is  faid:  TVith 
our  Gum  and  little  O,  vpe  can  buy  much.  And  Alber- 
iHs  in  his  Book  of  Minerals  faith,  and  proves  it,  that 
O  is  every  rvhere  to  be  found  :  Becaufe  there  is  nothing 
made  of  the  four  Elements,  in  which,  after  its  higheft 
refining,  ©  is  not  to  be  found,  and  therefore  they  fay 
it  is-every  where  to  be  found.  The  fame  Alberius  al¬ 
io  afferts,  that  a  great  Mineral  Virtue  is  in  every  Man, 
efpecially  in  his  Head  between  his  Teeth  :  For  that  in 
his  time,  in  old  Graves  ©  was  found  in  little  longifh 
Grains,  between  the  Teeth  of  dead  Men  Skuls,  which 
could  not  be,  except  the  faid  mineral  Virtue  were 
in  Man,  which  mineral  Virtue  is  in  the  Matter  of  our 
Elixir.  And  therefore  it  is  faid,  that  the  Stone  is  in 
every  Man,  and  that  Adam  brought  it  with  him  out 
of  Paradife,  &c. 

The  Philolbpher  tells  us  here,  proving  it  by  feveral 
Authors,  that  the  true  Matter  of  the  Elixir,  as  to  the 
firftiWork,  is  to  be  found  with  every  one  ;  Concerning 
which  Matter,  much  might  be  faid,  but  it  is  better  be 
filent  for  fear  of  the  abufe  of  wicked  Men.  Yet  I 
cannot  but  hint  here,  how  it  may  be  road^  out,  that 
O  can  grow  in  the  Skuls  of  dead  Men,  as  before-men¬ 
tioned.  It  feems  probable  then,  that  thefe  were  the 
Skuls  of  fuch  Men,  who  in  their  Life-time  much  ufed 
either  taking  it  inwardly,  or  much  handling  it  in 
their  Trades.  Now  it  being  the  Property  of  5,  to 
mount  upwards  to  the  Head,  and  fettle  between  the 
Teeth,  we  may  fuppofe,  that  by  length  of  time  the 
Microcofmical  ^  did  Coagulate  it  into  ©.  Let  no  Man 
think  this  impoftible,  for  the  ^  of  Mans  Dung  hath 
a  very  great  affinity  with  the  Mineral  which  no 
Body  can  better  witnefs,  than  he  to  whom  God  hath 
revealed  if,  and  who  hath  found  it  true  by  Experi- 
chce. 

The  Reader  by  this  time  hath  fufficiently  perceived,’ 
how  the  Mercuries  of  all  Metals  may  with  eafe  be 
brought  over,  by  means  of  the  Saltot  the  World  as 
alfo,  how  the  fame  may  be  had  with  the  help  of  a 
Fulmen,  or  ftrong  Flame  of  Fire. 

Now  he  that  is  Matter  of  thefe  Mercuries,  will  not 
be  far  to  feek,  for  the  way  of  fixing  them  •,  for  which 
there  is  no  nearer  way,  than  to  maturate  them  fo  a. 
Tin<fture,  by  means  of  Attephius  his  Fire,  for  all  other 
ways  are  very  tedious,  concerning  which  Fixation  by 
the  faid  fecret  Fire,  the  Reader  will  find  more  in  o- 
ther  Parts  of  my  Writings. 

Herewith ,  then  I  conclude  this  Firft  Part  of  ray 
Purgatory,  or  cleanfing  Fire,  \vith  which  all  uncleaa 
black  Subje6fs  may  be  walked  to  the  higheft  degree 
of  Purity  and  Whitenefs.  If  by  chance,  1  fliould  here 
have  omitted  one  or  other  Circumftantial  of  the  Work, 
(as  I  hope  not)  Khali,  as  it  comes  to  mind,  fet  it 
down  in  my  following  Writings.  In  the  mean  time 
Farewel,  and  remember  the  Salt  of  the  World,  learn 
to  know  it,  and  its  Ufe,  for  fo  thou  wilt  be  able  to' 
make  the  Mercuries  of  all  Metals,  which  in  value  ex¬ 
ceed  all  ©  and  precious  Stopes, 


That  the  frji  Work  of  the  Elixir,  is  every  rthere  to  be 
found. 


Concerning  the  true  making  of  the  Elixir,  as  to 
ifs  firft  Work,  the  Philofophcr^  fay,  that  the  true 
blatter  is  every  wheie  to  be  found  i  becaufe  it  is  m' 


r 


7 


An  Advertifement  to  the  Courteous 
READER, 

FOrafirruch  as  in  this  little  Treatife,  I  have  revealed 
many  Secrets,  and  particularly,  the  ealie  Prepara¬ 
tion  of  a  running  ^  from  all  Metals,  and  that  a  true 
Tintfture  cannot  more  readily  be  obtained,  than  from 
fuch  a  which  with  0  bccpines  fixed  to  a  Red,  and 
and  with  S  to  a  white  Tindture,  and  that  this  Fixati¬ 
on  is  moft  ealily  performed  by  thefecretFire  of  Artephi- 
tis.  And  have  alfo  taught,  how  from  all  Vegetables 
and  Animals,  a  moft, excellent  of  great  Virtue  may 

be  prepared,  by  means  of  a  burning  Spirit-,  in  all  which 
I  have  writ  nothing,  but  what  i  have  wrought  with 
my  own  hands.  1  know  there  will  not  be  wanting 
feme  envious  and  ignorant  Men,  who  will  pretend  it 
impoffible  to  get  a  running  §  from  Metals  ;  But  it  is 
no  wonder,  that  this  is  counted  impoffible  by  thofe, 
that  have  not  attained  to  great  Skill  and  Experience 
in  the  Fire,  who  may  well  be  compared  to  little  Chil 
dren,  who  when  they  hear  any  Body  talk  of  the  Great 
World,  can  form  nO  other  Notion  of  it,  than  of  the 
place,  or  Houle  where  they  have  been  educated  i  neb 
ther  can  fuch  ignorant  conceited  Perfons  believe  any 
thing,  bu  t  •what  they  have  feen  themfelves.  It  is  enough 
for  me,  that  I  know  it  to  be  true. 

Now  forafrauch  as  I  have  before  declared,  that  this 
^  of  Metals  is  the  neareft  way  to  attain  an  pniverfal 
Tin  dure,  for  Men  and  Metals,  and  that  out  of  Vege¬ 
tables,  Animals,  and  all  other  things,  that  admit  aSe- 
paration  of  Elements,  a  5  may  be  had,  as  well  as  from 
Minerals  and  Metals,  and  from  that  ^aTindure:  I 
intend  here  for  further  Coofirthation,  to  add  the  Tefli- 
mony  of  an  old  Book,  which  with  many  words  con¬ 
firms  what  i  have  writ,  concerning  the  y  of  Minerals, 
Animals  and  Vegetables,  and  therefore  have  thought 
fit,  to  fubjoyn  the  Conclufion  of  the  faid  Book,  as  an 
Appendix  to  this  Treatife,by  which, thole,  who  under- 
ftand,  will  perceive  that  I  have  writ  the  Truth,  con¬ 
cerning  the  ^  of  Vegetables  and  Animals.  ,The  Au¬ 
thor  is  unknown  to  me,  but  that  he  was  an  experi¬ 
enced  Philofopher  appears  from  his  Writings,  which 
contain  great  Truths  :  Thefe  as  they  were  gladly  re¬ 
ceived  by  us,  lb  we  highly  recommend  them  to  all 
Learners,  and  Lovers  of  Art :  Here  follow  the  two 
lafi  Chapters  of  the  faid  Philofopher. 


A  ^capitulation:  Summary  (J^epe- 

tition* 

WE  have  fufficiently  explained  to  thee  the  thing, 
if  thou  haft  rightly  underftood  our  words! 
And  obferve.  Son,  that  the  Operations  we  deliver  in 
this  Book,  concerning  the  Compofirion  of  the  Great 
«one,  are  more  fubti!  than  thofe,  that  Geier  has  deli¬ 
vered  in  his  Summ  ;  For  he  faith,  that  in  different  in¬ 
tervals  of  time,  it  is  firfl  fublimed,  next  fixed,  after¬ 
wards  calcined  and  then  diffblved,  and  fo  of  the  reft. 
But  as  to  t'Ms  our  Book,  know,  that  the  Diftillation 
by  Ajemc^ickiwe  call  Sublimation,  and  the  Solution  of 
Bodies,  We  likewife  call  Sublimation,  becaufe  by  this 
means  the  Earthly  Body  isr  lifted  up  into  the  Air,  which 


1  is  Heaven.  Wherefore  know,,  that  when  vve  di'tolve 
we  at  t!ie  farne  time  do  Sublime,  Calcine,  Purified 
Wafh,  cor.joyn  and  feparate.  To  this  puipofe,  Haly 
in  his  Secret  of  Secrets  tells  us,  that  between  the  Solu¬ 
tion  and  Conjunction ,  or  the  Matrimony  and  Union 
of  Body  and  Spirit  there  is  no  diftance  of  timci  be- 
caufe  when  the  Body  is  diffolved,  it  is  by  that  Solu¬ 
tion  joyn’d  with  the  Spirit,  and  therefore  he  faith, 
that  Solution  and  Conjunction  are  at  the  fame-time. 
This  therefore  is  the  Order  of  our  Operation,  which 
is  done  at  once  in  one  hour  ;  When  our  Body  is  put 
todiffblvein  Water,  then  prefcntly  itisfolved  and  fu¬ 
blimed,  and  by  being  diffblv’d  and  fublim’d,  the  Body 
becomes  unittd  to  the  Spirit^  and  if  any  thing  of  an 
extraneous  Nature  be  mix’d  with  the  Body,  the  fame 
will  not  be  diffc^Jved,  but  will  remain  in  the  bottom 
of  the  Veflel  for  to  diflblve,  and  thus  the  Body  be¬ 
comes  cleanfed  of  the  extraneous  Matter,  if  any  be  in 
ic  i  yet  is  it  in  fome  fort  fullied,  nor  is  it  fo  clean  and 
clear  as  it  ought.  Wherefore  our  Operations  in  ma¬ 
king  the  Great  ftone,  are  more  fubtil  than  thofe  con¬ 
tained  in  Gfi»er’sSumm,  becaufe  what  he  fays  is  done 
at  feVeral  times,  is  here  done  at  once,  and  of  a  fub- 
tilex  Matter  i  and  after  a  fubtiler  manner.  And  when 
thou  fhait  fee  our  work,  deareft  Son,  then  wilt  thou 
know,  that  we  have  fpoken  the  Truth,  tho’  not  be¬ 
fore  ;  And  indeed,  except  thou  flialt  give  good  heed 
to  it,  and  fliarply  confider  of  it,  thou  wilt  fcarccly 
perceive  it  to  be  fo,  becaufe  of  the  quick,  fubtil  and 
fhort  Operation.  But  be  fure  to  avoid  the  fumes  in 
ibis,  as  well  as  other  ways  of  making  the  Stone,  as 
far  as  is  poflible,  which  if  thou  fhouldft  take  in,  would 
greatly  hurt  thee,  either  at  the  very  inftant,  or  not 
long  after,  except  thou  haft  Remedies  at  hand  to  op- 
pofr  theii  Malignity,  which  thou  oughfeft  always  Jo 
be  provided  with,  that  as  foon  as  any  fuch  thing  is 
perceived,  a  proper  Antidote  tnay  be  taken, 

CHAP.  LVI. 

FRom  all  that  hath  been  faid  from  the  beginning 
hitherto,  may  be  gathered  by  a  piercing  eye,  that 
in  our  Operation  our  Bodies  do  not  abide  in  the  top 
of  the  Alemhkk,^  as  the  Bodies  of  Fools  do  .•  Of  which 
Afos  faith  Ihe  Bodies  of  the  unaoife^do  only  jiick^tothe 
Cover  or  Bead  of  the  P'e(fef  and  therefore  they  dannot  <?/- 
feSi  any  thing  that  is  true.  Hence  alfo  may  be  gather¬ 
ed,  that  Snlphurs  are  retain’d  by  Bodies  by  Bodies, 
and  Spirits  by  Spirits  •,  and  every  imperfeeft;  thing  is 
perfe<3^ed  by  one  thing,  that  is  by  0  alone,  that  is,  by 
a  fubflance,  which  is  produced  by  our  forefaid  famous^ 
excellent  and  glorious  Magifte^.  Wherefore  for  afinal 
Conclufion  we  fay,  that  the  Blefled  ftone  is  one, the  Me¬ 
dicine  one,  to  which  nothing  extraneous  is  added,  nor 
taken  from  it,  only  its  fuperfiuities  removed.  Under- 
ftand  this,  as  Hortulanus  faith  :  That,  fhat  is  not  ex¬ 
traneous^  into  rphich  it  mufi  be  changed^  that  is  fixed, 
viz.  o  and  D.  Therefore  this  ftone  is  Mineral,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  produced  from  all  Mineral  things.  But  be¬ 
caufe  Hortulanus  faith,  that  Hermes  the  Father  of  all 
Jlchimifis^  was  Poffeflbr  of  the  three  parts  of  Philo- 
fophy,  of  the  whole  World,  viz.  Mineral,  Vegetable 
and  Animal :  The  true  knowledge  of  which  three 
Kingdoms,  the  faid  Hermes  had  joyntly,  or  feverally 
in  the  work  of  the  Suni  which  parts  are  contained  in 
one  only  Stone,  viz.  in  9,  that  is  under  the  name  of 
becaufe  every  thing  of  which  the  Stone  is  made,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  Animal,  Vegetable  or  Mineral,  is  called  by 
the  name  of  !?.  We  have  alfo  before  flaewed,  how 
this  Philofophy,  or  Science  is  compleated  in  the’work 

of 
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of  tlieSun,  by  means  of  a  Mineral  C.  Now  to  the 
end  that  this  Science,  or  moll  excellent  Point  of  Phi- 
lofophy,  may  be  perfecT;  in  every  Point,  we  muff  fee 
how  this  Stone  may  be  had,  by  means  of  a  Vegetable 

,  r  rn  cgetables,  and  by  an  Animal  c ,  prepared  from 
Animals.  And  Hrft.  we  will  fhevv  how  the  Stone  may 
be  made,  with  a  Vegetable  For  except  the  Great 
«one  might, be  made  from  many  other  things,  befidcs 
thole  mentioned  in  the  former  part  of  my  Difeourfe, 
that  faying  of  Alphidiut  would  not  be  true  :  That 
there  be  many  other  Subje^s,  rvhkh  folve  and  conaeal. 
And  Hort/tUnuf  faith,  the  Fhilofophers  have  called  every 
thing,  the  Ztone^  from  whence  the  four  ^Elements  may  be 
Jeparated^  by  our  Chymical  Artifice;  Now  this  may  be 
done,  from  every  Vegetable  and  Animal  ^  wherefore 

0*^  Animal,  may  the  Great  ftone 
Or  tne  rhilofbphers  be  prepared. 

The  two  laft  Chapters  of  this  Anonymous  Philofo- 
plrer,  contain  a  Ihort  Repetition  of  the  Matters  hand¬ 
led  m  his  whole  Book,  wherein  he  alTerts,  that  the 
Preparation  of  the  great  Elixir,  he  fets  down,  is  far 
,  more  fubtil,  excellent  and  Skilful,  than  that  ofGeber: 
Bccaufe  the  Operations  which  doth  fuccellively 
one  after  another,  he  fhews,  how  they  may  be  done 
all  at  once  }  for  that  when  he  dilTolves,  heat  the  fame 
dine,  in  the  fame  Velfel,  with  the  fame  degree  of 
Fire,  and  in  the  fame  Furnace,  doth  alfo  Sublime,  Cal¬ 
cine,  Cleanfe,  Wafli,  feparate  and  conjoyn  :  Becaufc, 
when  the  hard  Body  is  put  into  the  diffolvent,  to  be 
1  j’  “  Prefently  turns  Black,  and  is  throughly 
dmolved,  calci«e(J,  fublimed  and  joined  with  the  Spi¬ 
rit.  And  I  leave  it  to  every  judicious^erfon  to  judge, 
whether  this  way  muft  not  be  /ety  ingenious  and 
Artificial,  which  at  once,  (b  eafily  and  (uddenly  finifb- 
et  h  all  thefe  Operations,  belonging  to  the  work  of  the 
Stone.  Neither  was  it  without  Reafon,  that  the  Au¬ 
thor  affirms,  that  the  polEbility  ^  this  Accurtation 
cannot  well  be  believed,  or  apprehended  by  any,  but 
thofe  who  have  feen  it. 

N,  B.  Now  that  all  thefe  Operations  may  be  done 
at  once,  'my  felf  can  witnefs,  as  having  before  my  Sick- 
nefs  performed  the  fame  with  mine  own  hands.  And 
however  this  may  found  very  ftrange  tn  thofe,  whbfe 
Experience  never  reached  fo  far,  yet  is  it  an  undoubt¬ 
ed  Truth  with  all  thofe,  whom  God  hath  been  pleafed 
to  illuminate,  giving  them  the  underftanding  and  per¬ 
formance  of  this  great  (I had  almoft  faid,  Holy  )  work. 

Our  Author  in  his  laft  Chapter  concludes,  that  of 
all  things  from  whence  the  Elements  can  be  feparated, 
the  Stone  of  the  Philofophers  may  be  made  i  to  the 
Truth  of  which,  alfo  I  can  fet  my  Seal.  For  when 
about  half  a  year  fince,  I  had  recommended  to  an  old 
Friend  of  mine,  the  manner  of  preparing  the  5  of 
Wine,  and  that  the  faid  Friend  by  reafon  of  his  bufi- 


overlook  the  Workbim- 
ielf,  becaufe  he  lived  in  another  City,  and  I  by  reaibn 
o  uiy  Sicknefs  kept  my  Bed;  It  was  concluded  by 
ns,  that  a  third  Friend  fliould  come  to  my  Floufe,  and 
carry  on  the  Work,  from  (he  beginning  to  the  end, 
which  accordingly  was  done  in  three  or  four  Days.  But 
orafmuch,  as  m  fo  fhort  a  time,  we.  could  not  pre¬ 
pare  any  great  quantity  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine,  we  had 
bnc  little  to  burn,  away,  and  confcquenily  could  not 
get  much  or  Cteleftial  G.  Now  it  happened,  when 
we  were  feparating  the  o,  we  had  caught,  from  the 
Phleg^e,  that  the  Fire,  by  miftake  was  too  ftrong,  fo 
that  after  the  Phlegme  was  come  over,  we  found  the 
remaining  Heavenly  5^/#,  or  5  of  Wine  in  the  bottom 
u  molten  to  a  Red  ftone,  which  could  not 

be  diffolved  with  common  Water.  Whereupon  I  or¬ 
dered  fome  Aqua  . Regis  to  be  poured  into  the  Glafs, 
to  diftblve  the  y,  which  prefently  fucceeded,  the  So¬ 
lution  being  Blood-red.  But  the  y  being  by  this  means 
fpoyled,  as  to  any  Medicinal  ufe,  I  refolved  to  try 
what  it  would  do  on  Metals,  and  accordingly  put  a 
little  piece  of  fine  D  into  the  Red  Solution,  left  it  there 
fwo  days,  and  then  taking  it  out,  found  it  changed 
into  o  as  far  as  could  be  judged  by  the  Eye,  or  Touch- 
ftone.  But  becaufe  I  could  hardly  believe,  that  D 
could  be  fo  eafily  turned  to  G,  I  put  it  into  a  ftrong 
Aqua  Regis,  to  fee  whether  k  would  be  diffolved  in  the 
fame,  as  other  common  G,  and  put  apiece  of  com¬ 
mon  Gwith  it,  to  try  which  of  both  would  be  firlt 
diffolved  :  Whereupon  I  found,  that  the  Aqua  Regis 
rather  laid  hold  on  the  common  G,  than  my  tranfmu- 
ted  D,  tne  half  of  which  was  only  diffolved,  and  1 
have  the  other  Part  ftill  to  fhew.  Which  tryal  made  me 
fo  defirous  (if  proceeding  to  another,  that  I  got  anew 
inftrument  prepared,  for  to  make  the  y  of  Vegetable? 
and  Animals,  but  have  ai  yet  been  unable  to  under¬ 
take  the  Work,  by  reafon  of  Bodily  weaknefs,  and 
for  Want  of  fome  faithful  afliftant.  Yet  am  not  without 
hopes,  but  that  with  the  firft  I  may  make  fome  further 
Tryals.^  all  things  being  in  a  readinefs  for  the  Work, 
to  which  God  be  pleafed  to  afford  his  Blefling, 
Amen, 

From  this  Relation  it  is  evident,  that  a  Vegetable 
y  is  able  to  meliorate  Metals  :  That  it  excels  for  Phy- 
fick  cannot  be  doubted,  and  therefore  the  faid  y  may 
be  called  a  Mafter  in  both  Faculties.  Now  if  a  Ve¬ 
getable  y  will  do  this,  what  may  be  expelled  from  a 
Metallick,  drawn  from  pure  Metals,  and  brought  over 
by  the  Spirit  of  Wine  ?  Without  doubt,  much  more 
than  the  y  of  Wine  alone,  without  any  Metalline  ad¬ 
dition.  If  it  pleafe  God,  I  intend  to  fecond  this 
Treatife  with  another  larger,  concerning  the  yof  Me¬ 
tals.  In  the  mean  time,  I  here  make  an  End, 
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F.eader, 

SE  E*!  N  G  that  in  feveral  of  my  Writings,  1 
have  made  mention  of  the  fecrct  Fire  of  ^rte- 
phhis^  which  fontams  very  well  called  Propri¬ 
um  Agens ^  for  no  better  name  can  be  given  it.  I 
thought  it  convenient  to  publifh  this  fmall  Explication 
of  it,  that  it  may  be  known  to  thofe,  who  have  not 
yet  heard  of  it,  not  doubting,  but  by  t^^s  difcovery 
a  great  Light  will  be  opened  to  all  the  Lovers  of  Me¬ 
tallic]^  improvements  :  For  almoft  all  Philofbphcrs,  in 
their  Writings,  are  dark  concerning  this  ^  and  yet 
without  this,  no  great  Matter  is  to  be  effected  in  Chy- 
tnifiry  :  Which  daily  Experience  fufficiently  teftifies. 
Therefore  lam  refolved  briefly  to  explain,  yet  fun¬ 
damentally  and  plainly,  by  Gods  help,  this  thing  which 
hath  been  fo  long  hid  from  the  World. 

Of  the  Secret  Fire  of  PhilofopberSj  by  vpbich  they  have 
maturated  their  TinUures. 

Firft  you  mult  know,  that  no ,  Philofopher  hath 
made  any  mention  of  if,  but  hath  paffed  it  over  in 
filence,  only  that  ancient  Philofopher  Artephius  hath 
taken  fome  notice  of  it,  but  fo  obfcurely,  that  very 
few  of  his  Readers,  have  been  able  to  learn  any  thing 
from  him.  He  faith,  that  himfelf,  like  others,  had  been 
covetous  and  envious,  fo  as  to  write  nothing  of  it  \ 
but  after  he  was  nine  hundred  years  old,  he  firft  began 
to  Write  of  it.  N.  B.  It  is  not  credible,  that  he  fhould 
have  lived  to  that  Age,  but  perhaps  fome  Body  hath 
added  a  Cipher  to  it.  *Tis  like  he  was  ninety  years  of 
Age,  for  the  Ancients  have  often  miftaken  an  hundred 
for  ten.  But  be  it  as  it  will, he  was  the  firft, that  faid  any 
thing  of  this  Fire.  Fontanus  writes  in  his  Epiftle,- 
that  although  .he  knew  the  true  Matter,  yet  he  erred 
two  hundred  times,  and  fhould  never  have  obtained 
k:,  if  he  had  not  learned  the  fecret  from  his  Writings. 
The  reafon  of  hiding  this  Secret  fo  long,  hath  been 
only  the  wickednefs  of  Men,  who  feek  not  after  thefe 
great  things,  that  they  might  honour  God,  and  fuc- 
cour  the  Poor,  but  rather,  that  by  great  Riches  they 
might  be  able  to  enllave  their  Neighbours.  But  when 
fuch  Men,  who  have  forfaken  the  Vanities  of  the 
World,  feek  after  them,  God  puts  it  into  their  hands, 
fo  that  ftyving  noi  running  in  this  helps  nothing,  but 


only  Gods  blcffing;  Obferve  this  well,  and  thou  wilt 
not  erf.  ^If  our  eyes  and  hearts  were  not  blinded  b/ 
the  Pride  of  the  Devil,  we  fhould  eafily  fee  and  know, 
what  Fire  nature  ufeth  in  the  Earth,  to  bring  Metals 
to  Maturity:  By  which  we  might  eafily  learn,  what 
Agent  the  Artift  wants  to  maturate  and  bring  to  per¬ 
fection  all  imperfetS  Metals  into  Gold  and  Silver, 
as  good  as  if  Nature  had  done  it  in  the  Earth.  Now 
when  we  open  our  eyes  and  look  about  us,  we  find 
nothing  elfe,  but  an  Acidum  or  Univerfal  Agent,  that 
is,  the  Sulphurous  Salt  of  Vitriol,  by  which  all  Metals 
in  the  Earth  are  generated,  fo  that  fome,  by  a  long’ 
time  are  fixed,  and  fome  by  a  lefs  time,  partly  remain 
unfixed,  according  as  the  Oars  contain  more  or  lefs  ® 
of  this  Agent.  And  if  by  a  ftrong  Fire,  one  fhould 
melt  this  Metal  out  of  the  Oar,  the  greateft  part  of 
the  Acidum,  together  with  the  Rocky  part  would 
come  into  a  Cinder  or  Slate,  but  in  the  Metal,  although 
it  be  melted  and  hammered,  there  yet  remains  fome 
of  the  Agent,  which  the  Fire,  in  the  firft  melting, 
could  not  feparate  from  it,  efpecially  when  the  Me¬ 
tals  are  yet  crude’,  as  if  the  Agent  fhould  fay,  I  will’ 
not  be  feparated  from  my  Patient,  for  he  cannot 
yet  fubfift  without  me,  and  alfo  faith  the  Patient,  I 
cannot  yet  fufter  my  Husband,  or  Agent  to  be  fepa¬ 
rated  from  me,  for  we  have  not  been  long  enough 
together.  But  when  the  melting  Fire  comes  to  it 
again,  then  no  excufe  will  ferve,  but  the  ftronger 
overcomes  the  weaker,  and  the  Agent  and  Patient 
muft  part  by  force.  Now  what  in  this  violent  Se¬ 
paration,  the  one  can  carry  away  with  it  of  the  other,  it 
leaves  not  behind,  as  we  fee  when  the  Oar  of  Iron 
is  melted,  that  the  violent  Fire,  forceth  away  the 
Agent  from  the  Patient,  and  converts  it  into  Cinders, 
but  yet  thefe  are  not  purely  Cinders,  for  they  have 
attracted  a  great  quantity  of  the  Mercurial  Patient,  1 
viz.  Iron,  which  is  not  turned  into  Cinders,  for  if  they  I 
be  melted  again,  you  will  have  a  good  quantity  of 
Iron  out  of  the  Cinders,  and  this  may  be  done  for  1 

feveral  times.  If  the  Agent  and  Patient  had  not  a  ( 

a  great  Agreement,  they  would  certainly  have  been  \ 

more  nearly  parted  in  the  firft  melting,  and  there  i 

would  be  no  need  of  a  Second  or  Third  Fire,  and  if  i 

the  Agent  ftiould  be  feparated  fiom  its  Patient,  by 
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the  force  of  Fire  againft  its  Will,  yet  it  cannot  be  ex- 
aftly  and  wholly  feparated,  but  the  Patient  as  the  Fe- 
inale  Mercury^  doth  its  endeavour  to  retain  as  much 
as  it  can  of  its  Agent,  or  dear  Sulphurous  Husband 
with  it  felf,  as  we  have  fufficiently  feen,  that  no  mel¬ 
ted  Iron  is  found  without  its  Agent  or  Acidum.  Which 
appears ,  ii  upon  a  Plate  of  Iron,  you  pour  a  little 
Water,  it  presently  Rufts,  which  could  not  be,  if  there 
were  no  Acidum  in  the  Iron  \  for  the  Acid  adhering 
fo  clofe  to  the  Patient,  the  melting  could  not  force  it 
away.  Now  when  Rain-water  falls  upon  it,  the  Aci¬ 
dum  out  of  Love  attrafils  it  to  it  felf,  and  -works  to  its 
utmoft  Power,  upon  the  Patient,  fo  that  it  becomes 
Rufty. 

Which  doth  not  fo  happen  to  fuch  Metals, as  areal- 
ready  brought  to  fufficient  Maturity,  and  therefore  have 
no  more  need  of  the  Agent,  as  Gold  and  Silver,  for 
after  they  are  melted,  they  do  not  Rufl:  by  Wet,  for 
their  Proprium  Agens.^  or  Vitriolick  Sahj  has  done  its 
Office,  bringing  its  Patient  to  Maturity,  and  therefore 
is  cafily  feparated  from  its  Patient  in  melting.  Cop¬ 
per  alfojin  melting,  ftill  retains  fomewhat  of  its  Agent, 
and  therefore  eaiily  Rults,yet  not  fo  eafily  as  the  Iron, 
becaufe  it  retains  not  fo  much  of  the  Acid  in  melting» 
as  Iron  doth.  Lead  and  Tin  retain  lefs  of  it,  than 
Copper  and  Iron,  and  therefore  do  not  fo  eafily  at¬ 
tract  the  moift  Air  and  Rain ,  but  only  lofe  their 
Splendour  by  it.  Gold  and  Silver  retain  but  a  very 
little  of  it,  and  therefore  they  cannot  cafily  Ruft,  but 
being  moiftened  with  firong  Corrofives ,  lofe  their 
glorious  Lufter  :  Mercury  retaineth  all  its  Proprium  A- 
gens.^  having  loft  nothing  of  it.  It  is  alfo  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  although  Sulphur  ( which  contains  in  it 
felf  a  pure  vitriolated  Acid  Salt)  be  an  llniverfal  Agent, 
by  which  Nature  in  the  Earth  generates  and  matu¬ 
rates  all  the  Metals,  yet  notwithftanding  every  Metal 
hath  befides  Sulphur.^  a  particular  Proprium  Agens.^ 
which  affifts  the  llniverfal  Agent  in  its  Action.  Gold 
hath,  befides  the  llniverfal  Agent,  fomewhat  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt,  Silver  and  Saturn  have  befides  the  5a/- 
phur^t  and  Vitriolick^  Salt.,  fomewhat  of  Saltpetre.  Mer¬ 
cury  hath  properly  for  its  Agent,  a  fubtil,  fiery  and 
concentrated  Spirit  of  Saltpetre.,  which  keeps  him  al¬ 
ways  fluid  and  current.  And  thi*  is  the  reafon,  that 
Salts  or  Spirit  of  Salts^  (  as  Spirit  oP  Vitriol,  common 
Salt,  Saltpetre,  &c.  )  do  more  eafily  diffolve  fuch  Me¬ 
tals  as  participate  of  their  own  Salts  i  for  example, 
Silver,  Saturn  and  Meroury  participate  (  befides  Vitri¬ 
ol)  of  a  nitrous  Salt,  and  therefore  Spirit  of  Nitre 
doth  eafily  work  upon  thofe  three  Metals,  and  diflblve 
them ;  For  becaufe  thefe  three  Metals  have  a  nitrous 
Salt  in  them,  therefore  the  Spirit  of  Nitre  hath  a  good 
Friend  in  them,  which  opens  the  Gates  to  it,  and  lets 
it  in,  for  the  Friend  within  correfponds  with  hitn 
which  is  without,  as  for  Example  :  If  an  Enemy  fet 
down  before  a  Town  to  take  it,  and  hath  good 
Friends  within,  that  open  him  the  Gates,  he  may  ea- 
fily  enter,  but  if  his  Enemies  that  are  within  defend 
themfelves,  and  refift  him,  he  can  do  nothing,  but 
muft  march  off  without  it.  Seeing.that  an For¬ 
ti/  made  of  Vitriol  and  Saltpetre,  doth  readily  touch 
and  diflblve  only  Silver,  Saturn  and  Mercury,  it  comes 
to  pafs  from  their  near  Relation  •,  but  the  reafon  why 
they  touch  not  Gold,  is,becaufe  it  hath  no  affinity  with 
them,  for  Gold  hath  no  Spirit  of  Nitre,  but  of  com¬ 
mon  Salt  in  it,  but  if  you  put  a  little  common  Salt  to 
the  Spirit  of  Nitre,  it  then  eafily  diffblves  Gold,  be¬ 
comes  to  be  of  another  Nature,  and  then  will  not 
diflblve  Silver,  but  Copper,  Iron  and  Tin,  becaufe 
thefe  Metals  contain  much  fpiritual  Gold,  and  there- 
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fore  are  eafily  diflblved  by  this  Spirit  of  Salt.  No'c^ 
becaufe  I  have  here  (hewn  the  reafon,  why  ah  Aqua 
Fortis  made  of  Vitriol  and  Saltpetre  diflblves  only  Sil¬ 
ver,  Lead,  and  Mercury, not  Gold,  and  when  com¬ 
mon  Salt  is  added  to  it,  that  it  diflblves  Gold  and  not 
Silver,  it  is  for  the  iame  reafon,  that  Salts  diflblved  in 
Water,  and  impregnated  with  the  llniverfal  Add  or 
Oyl  of  Vitriol,  will  as  well  diflblve  the  Metals,  which 
are  boyld  in  them,  as  their  Spirits  will.  For  Exam¬ 
ple  :  Suppofe  I  had  no  Aqua  Fortis,  and  yet  would 
diflblve  Silver  ■,  I  could  do  it  as  well  by  diflblving 
Sdpetre  in  common  Water,  acuated  with  the  true  Oyl 
of  Vitriol,  but  yet  not  fo  eafily  as  Aqua  Fortis,  and  if 
you  fliould  add  a  little  common  Salt  to  it,  it  would 
not  touch  Silver,  but  diiTolve  Gold.  And  fuppofe,  I 
had  no  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  and  yet  would  diflblve  Gold,  I 
might  do  it  by  diflblving  Saltpetre  and  common  Sale 
with  Allom  in  Water  j  yet  not  fo  well  as  by  Aqua 
Fegis.  This  is  not  faid  to  that  end,  that  I  would  ad- 
vifeyouto  diflblvf  Metals  by  Salts  and  Gy\oP  Vitriol, 

(  for  the  diftilled  W'aters  are  better  than  the  undift  Iledi 
Corporeal  Salts)buf  that  you  may  the  better  underhand 
and  comprehend  with  what  Salt  each  Metal  hath  an  A- 
greement  to  unite  eafily,  that  you  may  the  better  learn 
to  know  the  Proprium  Agens  of  each  Metal,  for  if  you 
will  do  any  excellent  thing,  in  the  Metals  by  their 
Proprium  you  muft  ftrft  know  them  well,  by 

which  you  will  know,  what  every  Metal  Loves,  and 
how  it  will  be  treated  ;  Now  we  cannot  learn  this  bet¬ 
ter,  than  when  we  confider,  what  Spirit,  or  Natural 
Agent  was  driven  from  the  Metal  by  the  melting  Fire, 
which  if  it  had  remained  longer  in  it,  in  the  Earthy  the 
Metal  would  have  been  maturated  by  it.  We  find,  that 
in  all  Oars  of  Silver,  Lead  and  Mercury,  is  found  a 
nitrous  Salt,  which  is  driven  from  it  by  the  ftrongFire, 
now  if  fuch  a  Metal  being  immature,  and  not’only  taken 
too  foon  out  ofits  Matrix,  but  alfo  by  the  melting  Fire 
deprived  of  its  Fecundative  Spirit,  is  to  be  made  grow 
again  to  be  meliorated, you  muft  of  neceflity  reftore  that 
to  it,  which  the  Fire  hath  taken  away.  Now  becaufe 
from  Lead  there  is  taken  away  a  nitrous  Spirit,  be» 
fides  common  Sulphur,  you  muft  reftore  a  nitrous  5a/^ 
for  its  Agent.  And  becaufe  from  Mars  and  Venus,  a 
Vitriolick^  Sulphur  was  taken  away,  that  muft  be  refto- 
red  to  them  again.  And  becaufe  from  Jupiter,  in  mel¬ 
ting,  an  Arfenical  Sulphur  and  Spirit  was  taken  away, 
you  muft  reftore  it  again  to  the  dead  Body,  to  revive 
it,  and  to  make  it  grow.  If  from  Gold  its  Sulphu¬ 
reous  Salt  be  taken  away  by  melting,  which  the  Gold  * 
eafily  lets  go  for  the  reafon  already  alledged,  and  yec 
you  would  maturate  this  Gold  farther,  and  make  it 
yet  better  than  Nature  hath  done,  you  muft  put  it 
into  its  Matrix  again,  uniting  it  with  the  Sulphoreous 
Spirit  of  Salt,  and  fo  let  it  generate  or  grow  afrefli, 
and  you  will  receive  more  than  Nature  hath  given  : 
For  Nature  can  give  no  more,  but  a  perfeft  Body, 
which  if  you  will  have  yet  more  perfedt,  you  muft 
put  it  again  into  its  Matrix,  with  its  natural  Agent, 
and  by  the  help  of  external  Fire,  awaken  or  excite 
the  inward  natural  Fire,  that  its  Body  maybe  matura¬ 
ted  into  a  more  than  perfedi:  Tindlure.  For  Nature 
can  give  no  more  than  perfect  Bodies,  via.  Silver  and 
Gold  :  But  if  Art  begins  again  where  Nature  left,  it 
can  make  the  perfedf  Bodies  more  than  perfcdl,  with 
this  more  than  perfedi:  Timflure,  you  may  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  bring  to  perfetftion  the  imperfedh  Metals,  if  you 
put  it  to  them  in  melting  :  To  which  perfedJion,  ^ 
great  many  years  would  have  been  required, before  their 
Proprium  Agens  could  have  Brought  them.  For  if  yetj- 
w’ould  maturate  the  itnperfeft  Metals  into  Gold  and 
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Silver,  by  their  proper  Agents,  it  would  require  a 
long  time,  but  yet  it  might  be  done  with  very  great 
profit,  for  no  other  cofts  are  required,  but  outward 
Fire,  to  keep  the  inward  Secret  Fire  in  continual 
Aeflion  ^  and  this  work  of  maturating  the  inferior 
Metals  may  be  done  in  as  great  a  quantity  asyouplcafe, 
which  makes  the  profit  fo  much  the  greater,  and  this 
fixation  requires  no  great  Coft,  for  Mars^  V ettuf^  Ju¬ 
piter  and  Satum  coft  but  little,  and  the  Agent  may 
alfo  eafily  be  had,  fo  that  all  the  Expence  is  only  the 
Fire,  which  yet  will  not  be  very  chargeable  neither, 
lb  that  this  Fixation  may  every  year  bring  in  great 
profit  to  him  that  well  underftands  it.  If  I  was 
younger  I  fhould  not  forbear  to  go  about  this  parti¬ 
cular  Melioration  of  Metals  in  the  whole,  to  do  good 
with  it  to  many  thoufand  poor  People,  but  my  time 
is  now  pall.  God  hath  been  plealed  not  to  fhew  me 
this  light  till  within  this  three  years,  in  which  I  have 
lien  in  Bed,  and  fo  I  can  expeit  no  great  benefit  by  it, 
as  having  no  Children  who  are  fit  to  carry  it  on.  But 
becaufe  I  can  do  nothing  more  my  felf,  I  commit  it  to 
others,  to  whom  1  have  already  given  a  good  infight  j 
but  to  difeover  it  more  clearly  and  indiferiminately  to 
the  good  and  bad,  being  reftrain’d  by  feveral  Reafons 
I  dare  not  do  it.  Now  it  yet  remains  to  give  a  hint, 
how  the  perfedl  Metals,  as  Gold  and  Silver,  muft  be 
ripened  into  a  more  than  perfed:  Tindlure,  to  make 
the  imperfed  Metals  perfed  by  Projedion. 

Now  here  foUoweth  a  Fmdarneutal  Procefr^  without 
any  Legerdemain,  how  to  bring  Gold  and  Silver  into 
a  Tmaure, 

Of  Gold  j  of  Silver  iij  diffolve  the  Gold 
in  Apua  Regia,  and  the  Silver  in  Aqua  Fortis,  pour 
thefe  two  Solutions  together,  and  the  Silver  will  at- 
trad  the  Gold,  and  they  will  both  precipitate  into  a 
gray  Powder,  but  if  for  want  of  Salt  they  fhould  not 
eafily  precipitate,  pour  into  them  fome  Salt  Water, 
for  the  Silver  will  not  fall  except  there  be  Salt  enough. 
When  nothing  more  will  precipitate,  it  is  a  fign  that 
thefe  two  Bodies,  like  Husband  and  Wife,  have  em¬ 
braced  each  other,  and  are  united  ,  then  fet  the  Glafs 
in  which  they  are  in  Sand,  that  the  Liquor  may  boil, 
and  thofe  two  Bodies  will  be  the  better  united  ^  ftir  it 
often,  and  let  it  ftand  fo  warm  for  24  hours,  then  let  it 
cool,  and  thefe  two  Bodies  will  grow  up  together  like 
Herbs  or  Flowers,  filter  the  Liquor  from  the  Calx,  and 
fweeten  the  Calx  with  Common  Water,  dry  it  and 
powder  it  well,  then  it  is  ready  to  be  fixed  into  a 
T  influre  with  the  Proprium  Agens  or  Secret  Fire. 
Now  concerning  the  proper  Agent  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
I  fay  that  it  is  a  Mercurial  Antimonial  Water,  which 
alfo  Ariephiuf  Confefleth  •,  To  obtain  which,  proceed 
thus :  Firft  put  the  Conjundion  of  Gold  and  Silver 
into  a  clean  Crucible,  which  put  into  a  Coal  Fire,  fo 
that  the  Gold  and  Silver  may  become  warm  in  the 
Crucible,  and  yet  not  be  red  hot  nor  melt,  and  the 
fliarp  Spirits  which  remained  after  Edulcoration  will 
pafs  away  in  Smoak  i  when  it  Sraoaks  no  longer,  take 
it  nut  of  the  Fire  and  let  it  cool,  and  weigh  the  Gold 
M)d  Silver,  and  fo  you  will  perceive  how  much  hea¬ 
vier  they  are  than  they  were  before,  for  fo  much  have 
they  taken  from  the  Spirits  of  the  Salts,  which  dried 
Salt  Spirits  muft  prepare  the  Antimony,  our  Secret  Fire, 
or  Proprium  Agens  to  fix  the  Gold  and  Silver  into  a 
Tindure.  For  Example  :  We  have  dilTolved  and  pre¬ 
cipitated  j  ^  of  Gold,  and  iij  ^  of  Silver,  and  after 
the  exficcation  of  the  Calx,  it  weighs  vi  and  fo 
ij  I  of  the  Spirits  of  the  Saks  are  Coagulated  with 


them,  and  make  the  incieale.  For  this  you  muft  know, 
that  Silver  hath  this  Nature  and  property,  if  it  be  dif- 
folved  in  Aqua  Fortis,  and  precipitated  with  Salt  it 
attratfts  much  Spirit  from  the  Aqua  Fortis  and  Salt, 
which  Water  cannot  wafh  from  it  but  Gold  attracts 
not  fo  much  as  Silver,  for  the  Gold  attrads  Nitre, 
and  the  Silver  Common  Salt.  I  could  eafih'  fliew  the 
reafon  of  this,  but  that  it  would  be  too  tedious.  Sa¬ 
turn  zttra&s  more  Common  Salt  than  Silver,  and  thefe 
Spirits  of  Salts  are  alfo  a  Proprium  Agens  to  Mars  and 
Saturn,  as  they  are  to  Silver  and  Gold,  and  work  up¬ 
on  Saturn  and  Mars,  altogether  in  the  fame  manner 
as  on  Gold  and  Silver,  the  only  difference  is,  that  the 
Tinefture  of  Saturn  and  Mars  is  not  of  that  extent  as 
that  of  Gold  and  Silver,  although  both  of  them  in 
this  work  have  one  aivd  the  fame  Agent :  Now  this 
Agent  which  is  Spirits  of  ^alts  Coagulated,  as  well 
in  Gold  and  Silver,  as  in  Saturn  and  Mars,  muft  firft 
be  brought  into  a  Mercurial  Water,  before  they  can 
rightly  ad  upon  Metallick  Bodies,  by  penetrating 
maturating  and  meliorating  them  i  to  bring  them  to 
which,  you  muft  proceed  thus :  If  the  four  Ounces  of 
Gold  and  Silver  have  Coagulated  two  Ounces  of  Spi¬ 
rits  of  Salts,  you  muft  add  to  it  two  Ounces  of  very 
clean  and  well  pulverifed  Regulm  of  Antimony,  grind 
them  very  well  together ,  put  this  Mixture  into  a 
Coated  Retort ,  and  diftil  the  Mercurial,  Antimonial 
Water,  which  will  alfo  carry  over  with  it  the  Animus 
of  the  Gold  and  Silver,  in  form  of  Butter  of  Anti¬ 
mony,  yet  of  a  high  colour,  for  the  Anima  of  Gold 
is  highly  exalted  by  the  Antimony,  or  Mineral  Aries, 
This  red  Solar  Butter  is  the  Seexet  Fire  oP  Artephiiu, 
or  the  Proprium  Agens  of  Pontanuf,  to  bring  the  Gold 
and  Silver  into  a  Fixed  Tindure ,  which  Artephm 
hath  ufed  for  Gold  and  Silver,  but  Pontamu  (  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  his  Epiftic)  did  not  make  his  Tindure  out 
of  Gold,  but  out  of  Mars  •,  for  he  calls  God  to  Wit- 
nefs,  that  the  matter  of  his  Stone,  out  of  which  he 
prepared  his  Tindure,  contained  many  Terreftreities 
and  Superfluities,  which  he  did  not  feparate  from  it 
and  yet  the  Proprium  Agens,  together  with  what  was 
good  in  it,  viz.  Iron,  came  to  be  a  Tindure.  Out 
of  this  fufficiently  appears,  that  he  did  prepare  an  im¬ 
pure  Metal,  as  Mars,  into  a  Tindure. 

And  this  is  very  credible,  for  fuch  a  fiery  Agent 
which  I  have  taught  here  to  prepare,  is  as  well  a  true 
Tindure  it  felf,  as  the  Anima  of  Sol  and  Lune,  and 
that  fb  high  that  it  is  fufficiently  powerful  to  penetrate, 
meliorate,  and  tranfmute  hard,  grols,  and  impure 
Metals  and  Bodies,  by  its  tender,  clean.  Golden,  Mer¬ 
curial  Power,  and  to  reduce  them  into  Tindures. 
N,  B.  I  would  have  none  to  doubt,  but  that  fuch  a 
clean,  fiery,  and  Golden  Agent,  when  it  is  ufed  for 
the  exalting  and  meliorating  of  clean  Gold  and  Silver, 
will  give  a  much  higher  Tindure  than  with  grofs  and 
unclean  Metals  i  for  if  Gold  is  inwardly  fo  exalted 
and  meliorated  by  this  Antimonial  Mercurial  Water,  ic 
muft  needs  give  a  far  more  extenfive  Tindure.  Now. 
how  this  our  Mercurial,  Antimonial,  Saturnine  Water 
is  to  be  applied  to  fine  Gold  and  Silver,  to  exalt  their 
Colours,  and  tranfmute  them  into  Tindure,  I  fhall 
here  fliew  to  the  heft  of  my  knowledge,  and  *it  is  thus. 
The  two  Ounces  of  Spirit  of  Salts,  which  were  coa¬ 
gulated  by  the  four  Ounces  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
by  the  addition  of  two  Ounces  o^Regulusoi  Antimony, 
did  again  leave  the  Gold  and  Silver,  by  working  upon 
znd  the  Antimony,  and  did  in  the  diftillanon 

carry  over  the  moft  pure  and  tender  Mercury  oP  Anti¬ 
mony,  together  with  the  Tindure  of  Gold,  in  form  of 
a  Red  Butler,  for  Antimony  is  of  this  nature,  that  it 
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draws  the  cblour  out  of  Gold,  and  carries  it  up  with 
it  felf  in  Diftillation,  which  the  Ancients  called  car¬ 
rying  the  Souls  of  the  Dead  out  of  Hell.  This  Red 
Butter  impregnated  with  the  Anima,  of  Gold,  Arte^ 
fhiuf  called  his  Secret  Fire,  and  is  the  Proprium  Agens 
of  Pontanus^  which  doth  not  only  maturate  Gold  and 
Silver  into  perfed:  Tinctures,  but  alfo  Mars  and  Sa¬ 
turn.,  in  their  whole  fubltance,  without  feparating  the 
pure  from  the  impure.  From  the  remaining  Gold  and 
Silver  you  muft  wafli  your  Kegulus  oi  Antimony 
help  of  Salt  Peire,  then  feparate  your  Gold  and  Silver 
by  Aqua  Fortis,  and  you  will  have  no  lofs  but  only  of 
the  Tindure  of  Gold,  which  the  Oyl  of  Antimony 
hath  carried  over  with  it.  Neufementius  calls  this 
his  Solar  Red  Oyl  or  Butter  of  Antimony,  but  I  call  it 
my  Mercurial  Antimonial  Aurihek  Water,  which  name 
doth  properly  belong  to  it,  which  I  thus  prove.  Take 
of  this  diftilled  Golden  Mercurial  Water,  of  Leaves 
of  Gold  and  Silver,  each  equal  parts,  put  them  together 
in  a  fixing  Glafs,  and  fet  it  in  a  Sand  Cuppel,  which  is 
heated  equally  by  a  dull  Harry,  and  kept  in  the  fame 
degree  of  Fire,  and  the  Mercurial  Water  will  diflblve 
the  Gold  and  Silver,  and  they  will  turn  together  into  a 
Stone.  The  Spirits  of  Salts  after  they  have  diflblved 
the  Gold  and  Silver ,  together  with  the  Mercury  of 
Antimony,  will  feparate  themfelves  by  degrees  from  the 
Mercury,  becaufe  they  are  not  of  the  fame  matter, 
therefore  they  cannot  become  a  TintSure  with  the 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Mercury,  which  Pontanus  very 
well  hints.  This  feparation  of  the  Salt  Spirit  from  the 
Tinfture  requires  its  time,  and  will  not  be  battened. 
N.  B.  But  if  you  know  how  to  feparate  the  fuper- 
ftuity  of  the  Spirit  of  Salt  from  the  Golden  Butter,  by 
a  fubtile  Art,  and  then  diflblve  your  Gold  and  Silver 
in  it,  you  will  gain  a  great  deal  of  time  in  your  fixa¬ 
tion,  for  the  luperfluous  moifturq  very  much  hinders, 
which  the  Ancients  have  hinted  under  a  Fable,  as  the 
Learned  Bracefeus  fufficiently  admonifheth  in  his  Trea- 
tife  de  Ligno  Vit£,  This  Salt  Water  is  called  by  the 
Poets  Minerva,  concerning  this  you  may  read  the  Phi- 
lofophcrs,  and  chiefly  Bracefeus,  what  he  faith  Minerva 
was,  and  you  will  find  which  way  it  muft  be  feparated 
from  the  Tindrure.  N.  B.  Be  not  in  doubt,  becaufe 
Bracefeus  teacheth  how  to  prepare  his  Tinfture,  not  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  but  of  Mars,  for  it  may  as  well  be 
luade  of  Mars,  only  that  is  not  fo  extenfive  as  the 
Tin<^ure  made  of  Gold,  otherwife  the  labour  is  the 
fame,  and  differs  not  at  all.  I  repeat  this  once  more, 
that  if  you  will  fhorten  your  labour,  you  muft  fend 
away  Minerva  in  peace,  becaufe  (he  hinders  the  fixa¬ 
tion.  Some  perhaps  may  wonder,  what  the  Silver  can 
contribute  to  this  Tindfure,  becaufe  it  is  white,  and 
hath  no  colour  :  I  anfwer,  that  the  inward  parts  of 
Silver  are  not  white  but  red,  and  therefore  may  be¬ 
come  a  Tindture.  After  the  fame  manner  Saturn  is 
not  red  outwardly,  and  yet  with  Mars  becomes  a  red 
Tindfure,  as  Silver  doth  with  Gold.  This  I  thought 
fit  to  fay  here  concerning  the  Secret  Fire  of  Artephim: 
If  you  will  know  more  of  it  read  Artephius,  Pontanus, 
Paracelfus,  Bracefeus,  Neufementius,  Cofmopolita,  and 
others,  who  have  made  Mention  of  it,  and  you  will 
there  find  larger  Inftrudions. 

Now  as  it  is  poflible  to  tranfmute  not  only  Gold 
and  Silver,  but  alfo  the  other  inferior  Metals  into 
Tindures,  by  the  Proprium  Agens  of  Metals,  fo  you 
may  alfo  fix  into  Gold  and  Silver,  the  inferior  Metals 
particularly,  with  an  incredible  profit,  for  the  inferior 
Metals  may  be  put  in  in  great  quantity,  with  a  cheap 
Agent,  and  fo  be  maturated  into  Gold  and  Silver, 
which  hitherto  hath  been  known  to  very  few  in  the 
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World  ,  but  I  do  not  doubt  but  hereafter  it  will  Be 
better  known,  by  which  many  honeft  Men  will  bede- 
Slavery.  For  as  you  have  already  heard, 
the  Proprium  Agens  of  the  inferior  Metals  is  cheap  fp 
that  the  imperfedl  Metals  may  be  with  fmall  cofts,  by 
the  addition  of  their  Natural  Proprium  Agens,  which 
was  driven  away  in  their  melting,  by  the  help  of  Ex'- 
ternal  Fire,  maturated  into  the  perfedion  of  Gold  and 
liver.  N.  B.  If  you  can  have  Metals  yet  in  their 
Oar,  that  have  not  been  in  the  Fire,  and  add  to  cacK 
,  J"em_  their  Proprium  Agens,  and  put  them  in  clofe 
Vellels  info  a  fixing  Furnace ,  and  maturate  theni 
with  a  requifite  hear,  then  the  fixation  will  the  fooner 
be  done,  than  with  thofe  Metals  which  have  been  air 
ready  melted  j  yet  thofe  Oars  muft  be  well  walhcd 
and  feparated  from  their  Mine-Earth,  before  you  put 
them  with  their  Proprium  Agens  to  be  fixed.  AT.  B. 
This  fixation  of  the  unripe  Metals  into  Silver  and 
Gold,  as  alfo  of  Gold  and  Silver  into  a  Tincture,  by 
their  Proprium  Agens,  may  alfo  be  done  by  the  humid 
way,  if  you  diflblve  your  Metals  in  their  proper  Mcn- 
ftruums,  and  then  digeft  them  for  a  fufficient  time!' 
N.  S.  For  fuch  a  moift  digeftion  or  fixation  Vegetables 
are  more  fit  than  Minerals ,  and  Animals  fitter  than 
both,  yet  all  of  them  be  made  ufe  of  to  fix  both  the 
common,  and  Metallick  Mercuries,  as  well  univerfally 
into  Tinbfures,  as  particularly  into  Gold  and  Silver, 
But  for  the  courfe  Metals  and  their  Oars,  the  univerfa! 
Agent,  viz.  Sulphur,  Arfnhf,  with  their  Compeers,  as 
Cobolt  and  Qrpiment.are  the  fitteft.  Gold  and  Silver 
have  alfo  their  peculiar  Agents,  by  which  they  are 
maturated  into  Tinbtures,  of  which  the  Animal  AgenI 
is  found  to  be  the  heft,  for  it  is  of  this  nature,  that  it 
turns  the  inward  hidden  colours  of  Gold  and  Silvet 
outwards,  and  renders  them  vifible,  which  no  other, 
univerfal  fubjed  can  do  like  it.  for  if  you  cannot 
bring  outwards  the  inward  colour  of  Gold  and  Silver 
it  is  impoffible  to  make  Tinctures  of  them.  For  Goli 
and  Silver,  as  nature  hath  produced  them  in  the  Earth,' 
have  no  abounding  colour  to  tinge  other  Metals  wifhall, 
but  no  more  than  is  required  for  their  own  perfedlion  5 
but  when  they  are  exalted  in  their  Colours  by  Art, 
they  are  able  plentifully  to  communicate  their  Colours 
to  other  Metals,  but  elfe  not.  Now  what  kind  of 
Animal  Agent  this  is,  by  which  the  Exaltation  of  Co¬ 
lours  may  be  made,  I  dare  not  make  common  ^  he 
that  will  know  more  of  it,  muft  enquire  of  Adam, 
who  brought  fuch  an  EfTence  with  him  out  of  Para- 
dife.  You  may  alfo  read  my  fifth  Century  together  with 
the  Explication,  where  this  Subjeft  is  treated  of.  Novir 
as  the  Proprium  Agens  of  the  Metals,  which  is  theic 
Spirits,  viz.  Sulphur,  Arfnich^,  Cobolt,  Orpiment,  and! 
the  like  Metallick  Spirits,  are  fixed  with  the  Metalline 
Bodies,  and  with  them  become  fixed  Metals,  becaufe 
they  are  half  Metals  already,  fo  on  the  contrary,  Salts 
which  alfo  are  good  Agents  to  Maturate  Metals,  yet 
become  not  Metals  themfelves,  as  Sulphur,  Arfnkks,' 
Antimony  ,  Orpiment,  Cobolt,  Zinck,,  Bifmuth,  Lapis 
CaUminaris,  and  other  Realgars  or  Metallick  Spirits  i 
for  Salts  do  not  participate  of  a  Metallick  Nature,’ 
therefore  they  cannot  become  Metals  but  when  they 
touch,  diflblve,  volatilife,  and  again  fix  Metals,  it  is 
only  done  by  their  Acidity,  which  is  a  kind  of  that 
Acidity  which  is  naturally  in  Metals,  and  this  is  to  be 
underftood  of  Common  Mineral  Salts,  as  Cpmmon 
Salt,  Salt  Gem,  Salnitre,  Allome,  Vitriol,  and  the  like, 
which  naturally  grow  in  the  Earth,  in  Stones,  in  Ri¬ 
vers,  and  alfo  out  of  the  Earth,  which  are  dug  put 
by  Men  and  purified,  and  fo-imploy’d  for  fcveral  ufes. 
Thcfe  Salts  have  a  great  affinity  with  the  Medals,  but 
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cannot  become  Metals,  But  the  Vegetable  and  Ani-  < 
mal  Salts  are  of  another  nature  and  property,  they 
alTociate  themfelves  with  Metals.,  becaufe  they  forne-  i 
what  participate,  though  but  little,  of  the  Metallick  j 
nature.  The  Animal  Salts  are  principally  Volatile,  and  * 
make  a  good  Sal  Armoniack^^  which  hath  a  great  affi-  { 
nity  with  the  Metals,  as  I  have  in  my  Writings  fuffi-  < 
ciently  ihewn.  1  he  Salts  of  Vegetables  are  altered  in  ' 
the  Fire,  and  become  hxt  Alcalies,  which  are  alfo  of 
good  ufe  to  Metals,  as  you  may  fee  in  my  Writings.  ■ 
But  the  Volatile  Salt  of  Animals  far  exceeds  all  other  ; 
Salts,  in  its  virtue  j  for  it  makes  not  only  all  Metals, ^ 
how  fixed  foever  they  are,  wholly  volatile,  and  fepa-  ' 
rates  the  cleaneft  Tindure  of  Metals,  Minerals,  Pre¬ 
cious  and  ignoble  Stones ,  that  is,  it  feparates  their 
immortal  Anima  from  their  grofs  and  unprofitable 
Bodies,  with  which  you  may  perform  incredible 
things,  both  in  Phyfick  and  Alchymy  But  this  won¬ 
derful  Salt  alfo  makes  the  inoft  fubtile,  as  well  good  as 
bad  Spirits,  incredible  quick,  furmounting  Human 
Underllanding,  vifible,  tangible.  Corporeal  and  fixt, 
which  concentrated  and  fixed  Spirits,  have  ingrefs  and 
egrefs  through  Doors  lockt  up,  by  which  ftrange  and 
incredible  things  may  be  done.  So  great  a  power 
hath  the  Almighty  bellowed  upon  the  Animal  (chiefly 
the  Microcofmical  SaltJ  aboveallother  Salts,  which  is 
known  to  few.  For  the  Microcofmical  Salt,  and  for 
want  of  that,  the  Volatile  Salt  of  other  Animals, 
Birds,  Fiflies,  as  alfo  of  Herbs  and  Woods  have  power 
to  volatilife  all  fixed  things,  and  again  to  fix  the  vola¬ 
tile.  In  which  volatilifing,  the  purer  parts  are  fepa- 
rated  from  thegroffer,  the  which  being  fixt  again,  you 
have  a  Tindture,  and  there  is  no  nearer,  eaficr,  or 
cheaper  way  in  the  World  to  attain  to  true  Metallick 
Tinctures,  than  by  the  means  of  Volatilifing  Salts. 
Take  a  fimilitude  from  the  Spirit  of  Corn  or  Wine,  fo 
long  as  it  is  yet  in  the  faces  of  the  Corner  Wine,  it  is, 
little  efleemed,  but  when  it  is  driven  out  by  Diftilla- 
tion,  and  cleanfed  by  Reftification,  and  fo  exalted  in 
its  Virtue,  then  it  is  Efleemed,  becaufe  much  good 
may  be  done  with  it.  So  and  no  otherwife  you  mull 
elleem  of  Metals,  in  which  fuch  rare  Tinftures  arc 
hidden,  which  then  are  not  efleemed ,  becaufe  few 
know  what  great  things  may  be  effet^ed  by  them. 
The  like  great  treafures  are  alfo  hidden  in  great  quan¬ 
tities,  which  by  the  Ignorant  are  not  efleemed  or  fought 
after,  notwithflanding  that  the  Ancient  Philofophers 
have  highly  recommended  to  us  the  Extractions,  Di- 
llillations  and  Separations  of  the  noblefl  Tintures  to 
be  drawn  out  of  grofs  defpifed  Metals  and  Stones, 
yet  their  profitable  Doftrines  and  Admonitions  have 
taken  with  very  few, 

Bafil  Valentine  confefleth  in  his  Manuals,  that  the 
Work  of  the  Philofophers  can  be  compared  to  nothing 
better  than  to  the  known  labour  of  making  Spirit  of 
Wine,  which  preparation  is  known  even  to  Ruflicks. 
The  diflillation  and  feparation  of  the  Tincture  of  Phi¬ 
lofophers  is  as  eafie  as  to  make  Brandy,  and  yet  it  is 
done  but  by  very  few, 

Paraceljits  in  his  Coelum  Philofophorum^  fpeaking  of 
the  Spirits  of  Metals,  faith  plainly,  that  it  is  fo  eafie 
to  make  Gold  and  Silver,  that  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  write  of  it.  Virgil  &\Po  fheweth,  how  eafie  a  thing 
it  is  to  pluck  the  Golden  Branches  from  the  Opake 
Tree  of  Vitriol^  and  how  eafily  they  will  follow  one 
another,  if  you  but  hold  forth  your  Hand,  and  when 
'  you  have  cropt  one,  he  bids  you  alfo  take  a  fecond. 
"What  could  be  faid  plainer  ?  But  yet  I  tell  you,  that 
thefe  Golden  Branches  are  much  more  eafily,  and  in 
greater  quantity  to  be  obtained  out  of  the  Red  Earth 


or  Stones,  than  out  of  Metals  •,  but  he  that  will  not 
believe  it,  may  remain  in  the  dark.  It  is  enough  for 
me,  that  I  have  plainly  declar’d  the  truth  to  the  un¬ 
grateful  World,  without  any  refervation.  But  our 
Sd  Armoniack^  ( 1  do  not  mean  the  Common  j  is  a 
good  Proferpim^  which  eafily  carries  over  the  Tindure 
of  Srones  and  Minerals.  And  he  that  will  pluck  thefe 
Golden  Apple  bearing  Branches  with  profit,  muft 
very  well  confider  after  what  manner  to  prepare  his  ‘ 
Proferpina^.  that  fhe  may  touch  and  carry  over  only  the 
cleaneft  Tindures,  and  leave  the  grofs  Bodies  behind. 
The  Artift  muft  alfo  be  fufficiently  experienced,  how 
to  feparate  Proferpina  or  Minerva  from  the  Extracted 
Tintture,  for  Minerva  is  a  hinderance  to  the  fixation 
of  the  Tindure.  And  this  is  the  principal  fecret  in 
this  Myftery.  For  all  Tindures  of  Metals  and  Stones, 
after  they  are  feparated  from  their  grofs  Bodies,  by 
our  Proferpina^  they  are  volatile,  and  fo  remain  till 
they  are  feparated  from  our  Proferpina.  Although 
Proferpina  is  a  two-fold  Key,  which  both  opens  and 
fhuts,  makes  volatile  and  fixed,  yet  this  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  are  but  very  few  who  know  how 
to  ufe  this  Volatilifing  and  fixing  Salt »  and  therefore 
I  advife  to  feparate  it  from  your  Tindure,  and  then 
fix  your  Tindure.  But  if  God  (hall  fo  favour  you, 
as  to  fhew  you  how  to  fix  this  Proferpina^  or,  to 
fpeak  plainer,  our  fecret  Sal  Armoniack^^  with  this 
Tindure  which  it  hath  drawn  out  of  Metals  and 
Stones,  both  together  without  any  feparation  into  a 
fufile,  red,  penetrating,  and  tinging  Stone,  then  you 
may  for  that  blefs  God  all  your  life,  for  you  may  have 
always  plenty,  without  any  want,  for  there  is  no 
richer  particular,  nor  univerfal  Tindure  in  the  World. 

For  what  can  be  a  greater  Art  than  by  the  help  of 
our  Sal  Armoniack,,  in  a  few  hours,  to  draw  a  pure 
Tindure  out  of  grofs  Metals  and  Stones,  to  bring  it 
over  by  Diflillation,  to  purifie  it  to  the  higheft  by  Re- 
dificarions,  and  then  again  to  render  thofe  Volatile 
TineTures  in  a  few  hours,  fixt  and  conftant  in  the  Fire, 
fo  that  by  them  you  may  immediately  tinge  the  inferior 
Metals,  particularly  into  good  Gold  ?  I  Glauber  truly 
fay  this,  that  this  highly  profitable  Labour,  to  draw 
the  Tindures  out  of  Metals  and  Stones,  by  the  help  of 
our  Sal  Armouiack^^  to  exalt  them,  and  again  to  fix 
them,  requires  hardly  twenty  four  hours  time  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  Which  to  the  unskilful  will 
feem  incredible,  but  whether  it  be  believ’d  or  no,  is 
all  one  to  me.  It  is  the  Will  of  God,  that  his  gr.eat 
Gifts  (hall  not  come  among  the  impious,  but  only  re¬ 
main  among  thofe,  whom  he  efteeins  worthy  of[thofe 
high  Secrets,  and  them'  who  alfo  will  make  good  ufe 
of  them.  Virgil  at  firft  gave  but  a  hint  of  it  in  few 
Words.  Afterwards  Cofmopolha  did  explain  this  great 
Work  at  length.  Then  eufementi us  puhWihed  it  yet 
plainer,  but  the  Work  is  moft  clearly  and  largely  def- 
cribed  in  all  its  Circumftarces,  by  the  pious  Brafefeus^ 
in  his  Dialogue  de  Ligno  Vita,  but  it  is  received  by  ve¬ 
ry  few,  becaufe  the  proud  Toletanus  defpifed  this  cheap 
Martial  Labour,  as  if  Mars  contained  no  good  at  all, 
but  that  it  was  only  to  be  found  in  Gold  and  Silver. 
I  ingenioufly  confefs,  that  I  am  acquainted  with  fevc- 
i  ral  good  Secrets,  by  which  one, may  reap  Profit  out  of 
Metals,  yet  none  of  them  is  cheaper  and  eafier,  than 
the  Work  of  Virgil  upon  Vitriol-,  or  the  Opake  Tree, 
to  break  off  the  Golden  Branches  one  after  another,  by 
the  help  of  his  Proferpina^  or  Eagles  Wings,  or  Griffins 
Claws,  But  if  one  would  reap  good  Profit  by  this  La¬ 
bour,  he  muft  be  furnilhed  with  a  good  quantity  of 
Griffins  Claws  and  Eagles  Wings,  which  alfo  is  eafie 
to  be  had  in  great  quantity ,  for  I  have  fufficiently 
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taught  how  to  prepare  them.  Further,  it  is  needful 
to  knoiv,  after  we  have  drawn  the  Tindures,  oiat  of 
Red  Metals  and  Stones,  by  our  Alcahcjf^  how  to  per- 
^  fe<‘l  themn  becaufe  they  are  yet  Volatile,  no  Metal 
I  can  be  meliorated  by  them,  therefore  they  mufi  be 
!  fixed  before  they  can  be  ufed.  This  Fixation  may  be 
I  made  in  the  (pace  of  fix  hours,  fo  that  thefe  Tindiures 
retain  their  it^grefs  and  fufibility,  fd  that  it  they  are 
put  upon  a  red  hot  Plate,  they  melt  in  a  moment,  en- 
i  ter  and  tinge  as  readily,  as  Oyl  doth  dry  Leather*, 
which  all  Tinftures  do  riot,  but  muft  be  brought  to  it 
by  Art,  but  our  Tinfture  only  which  is  made  by  Vo¬ 
latile  Spirits,  doth  it :  Thereafon  is  this,  all  grofs  and 
and  fixed  Bodies  are  naturally  infiuxile,  on  the  con- 
j  trary,  all  Volatile  Spirits  again  Coagulated  into  fixed 
;  Bodies,  muft  of  neceility  be  fluxible  and  penetrating. 

I  Obferve  this  well,  fdr  it  is  plainly  enbugh  Ipoken.  Con- 
;  cerning  this,  fee  the  Epifile  of  Arnoldm  to  the  Pope,  and 
!  there  you  will  find  this  Obfervation.  Without  this 
Seact  Sal  Armoniack^^  no  good  can  be  done  in  Alchy- 
my.  Thus  I  end  my  Explication  of  the  Secret  Fire, 
j  by  which  all  Metals  particularly  and  Univerfally,  are 
j  maturated,  with  incredible  Profit,  to  the  perfedion  of 
;  Gold  and  Silver.  Now  it  remains  to  give  feme  hint, 
i  how  thefe  Secret  Fires  or  Agents,  feparately  by  each 
:  Ffopriutn  Ageni^  may  be  after  a  peculiar  manner,  ma 
turated  into  Tindures.  You  have  heard  that  com- 
!  roon  Sulphur  is  the  Proprium  Agens  of  Saturn^  which 

I  becomes  fixed  with  the  Lead,  and  in  this  Fixation  it 

alfo  fi^eth  and  tingeth  its  Patient  the  Lead,  into  o 
arid  P.  You  have  alfo  heard,  that  Arfenick,  or  Cobolt 
i  is  the  Proprium  Jgens  of  Tin,  and  that  Arfenick.  the 
Agent  is  eafily  fixed  by  its  Patient,  Tin,  and  with  the 
I  Tin  becomes  o  and  P.  Arid  alfo,  that  the  common 
i  is  fixed  into  good  Silver,  with  Lead.  And  all  Vo- 
!  latile  Kealgart^  as  Orpiment  and  its  Compeers,  rinay  be 

fixed  into  good  Gold  with  <?  and  ?,  which  is  the 
naked  Truth,  of  which  I  would  have  none  to  doubt, 
for  I  my  felf  have  feveral  times  performed  thefe  cheap 
Fixations,  and  becaufe  I  aha  fufficiently  fatisfied  in  it, 
I  dare  fatislie  others.  .  ^  _  , 

I  have  thought  it  unnecelTary  to  deferibe,  at  large, 

,  all  the  Manuals  which  belong  to  this  cheap  Fixation  of 
j  the  inferior  Metals,  and  alfo  to  the  Coagulation  of  the 
I  Volatile  mineral  Spirits,  into  confiant  Gold  and  Silver. 

I  I  have  therefore  publiflaed  it  as  ftort  (  yet  compfehen- 
J  five  enough  )  as  I  could,  that  you  may  fpeculate  into 
i  it  your  lelves,  and  then  you  cannot  fail,  except 
God  prohibit  you,,  which  often  happens  to  evil  Men, 
which  fee  eafie  things  done  before  their  Eyes,  which 
i  yet  they  cannot  imitate.  Now  to  put  an  end  to  this 
bufinefs,  and  to  prove*  that  the  tlniverfal  Agent,  the^ 
common  Sulphur,  which  is  the  Grandfather  or  Vemo- 
gergon  of  all  Minerals  and  Metals,  hath  alfo  its  Propri¬ 
um  Agens,  by  which  it  may  be  maturated  into  a  Uni- 
verfal  Medicine  or  Tindfure,  I  have  thought  fit  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  World  with  this  eafie  and  cheap  Fixation 
Sulphur  chiefly,  becaufe  I  have  already,  fome  years 
fince  treated  of  this  eafie  Fixation  of  Sulphur,  but  I 
have*not  there  difeovered  every  thing  fo  plainly,  that 
every  one  may  prepare  it.  But  now  I  intend,  God 
willing,  to  publifh  itfo  clear  and  comprehenfive,  that 
even  any  Mechanick.  may  not  only  underhand,  but  ea¬ 
fily  imitate  it.  I  pray  God  to  alfift  me  in  it,  Amen. 
Some  years  ago  I  taught,  how,  by  the  help  of  my  Sal 
Mirabile,  to  any  common  Sulphur  ^h\.\t  chiefly,  fuch 
as  is  yet  bound  up  in  Wood  or  Sea- Coals,  and  doth 
not  fo  eafily  fly  in  the  Fire,  but  is  ealier  to  be  handled 
with  a  red  hot  heat,  than  the  open  Fluxile  common 
Sulphur.  This  curious  Work  I  have  fhewed  to  fome 


Friends  with  my  ow’n  hands,  and  highly  recommen¬ 
ded  it  to  them,  to  take  it  in  hand,  and  bring  it  to  a 
good  end,  becaufe  1  was  certain,  that  it  mufi  become 
a  rich,  and  far  extending  Tinfture.  Eut  feeing  the  Sa/- 
phur  would  not  prefently  be  fixed,  they  left  the  Work: 
Whereupon  I  farther  divulged  this  Work  by  writing, 
and  made  it  common.  Notwithfianding  which,  as  yet 
very  little  hath  been  attempted  about  it,  becaufe  every 
one  is  in  hafic,  and  hath  not  Patience  to  wait  for  a  good 
end,  riot  confidering  that  every  thing,  mufi  have  its 
time,  and  that  hafie  makes  wafie.  Mufi.  not  the  Plow¬ 
man,  when  he  fowshis  Corn  into  the  Earth,  to  have 
an  hundred  fold  encreafe,  wait  the  due  rime  before  he 
can  have  this  Multiplication  ?  Why  (hould  not  then 
alfo  a  Chymiji  wait  his  time,  for  this  profitable  Fixa¬ 
tion,  that  will  recompenfe  him  a  thoufand  fold  ?  Now 
to  return  again  to  our  bufinefs,  to  fhew  that  any  com¬ 
mon  Combufiible  which  otherwife  is  an  uni- 

veifal  Agent  for  all  Metals,  to  maturate  them  into  Gold 
and  Silver,  hath  alfo  its  own  Proprium  Agens,  by  which 
it  is  not  only  maturated  into  O  and  l),but  alfo  into  a  true 
univerfal  Tintffufe  *,  and  this  is  done  only  by  certain 
Salts,  that  have  Power  to  fix  the  Sulphur,  and  make 
it  confiant  in  the  Fire.  Cofmopolita  minds  us  of  this 
very  well,  when  he  faith,  that  Salt, in  the  conflidf  with 
Sulphur,  gave  him  a  deadly  Wound,  which  is  very 
trfie,  and  befides  Salt  or  ftrong  Spirit  of  Salt  hath 
Power  to  fix  it,  if  they  be  feveral  times  drawn  off  from 
it.  flow  this  is  to  be  done,  1  have  taught  in  my  Three 
Principles  of  Metals.  But  fuch  a  Sulphur  as  is  fixed  by 
Aqua  Foriis^  i^  alfo  quite  killed,  and  its  ingrefs  into 
Metals  is  taken  away,  but  may  be  refiored  to  it  again, 
fo  that  it  eafily  enters  Metals, and  tingeth  them  through¬ 
ly.  Paracclfus  faith,  you  muft  reverberate  the  fixed 
till  it  comes  to  be  Red,  and  then  draw  out  the 
Tincture,  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  arid  then  fix  S  or  ^ 
with  it  into  Gold.  Ntufementius  teacheth  to  drown 
the  Dragon  in  the  Stygian  Waters,  that  is  to  fix  him, 
and  when  he  is  come  to  the  higheft  degree  of  fixity, 
that  then  you  muft  revive,  or  Volatile  him  again,  and. 
then  fix 'him  the  fecond  time,  and  then  he  hath  a 
better  ingrefs  into  Metals  to  tinge  them.  Bracefeut 
teacheth  alfo,  to  extrad:  his  fixed  Sulphur,  out  of  the 
fixed  Scales  of  Iron,  and  to  fix  them  into  a  Fluxile 
and  penetrating  Tindure*  Cofmopolita  teaCheth  it  af¬ 
ter  this  manner,  viz.  how  to  deliver  Sulphur  out  of 
his  Prifon,  and  that  he  will  give  to  his  Redeemer  a 
Crown  of  Three  Kingdoms  for  a  Recompence.  Gap 
of  thefe,  the  true  Fixation  of  Sulphuric  fufficiently  to 
be  learned,  and  needs  no  farther  inftrudion,  but  yet  I 
cannot  forbear  here  to  fet  down  my  way,  how  to  fi^ 
it,  that  the  Artift  may  fo  much  the  eafier  attain  his 
End.  And  this  Fixation  of  Sulphur  may  be  done  after 
feveral  manners. 

AndFirft  in  this  :  I  have  taught,  how  Sa//)W  may 
be  fixed  into  a  Red  Carbuncle,  perfifting  in  the  Fire, 
where  1  have  treated  of  my  Sal  Mirabilis  t.  It  is  true, 
this  way  of  fixing  is  done  without  any  cofi,  yet  it  re¬ 
quires  a  certain  ,  tho  no  very  long,  time  ,  which  is 
the  reafon,  that  hitherto  few  have  tryedany  thing  in  it, 
and  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  come  eafier  and  chea¬ 
per  to  the  Fixation  of  Sulphur  *,  and  befides,  there  is 
this  advantage  in  fixing  the  Sulphur  with  theSal  Mi¬ 
rabile,  tha't  it  retains  its  eafie  Flux  and  Ingrefs  into 
Metals,  wflich  that  fixed  by  Aqua  Fortis  doth  not, 
blit  into  an  unroeltable  Earth,  which  hath  no  ingrefs 
into  Metals, except  it  be  procured  by  Art,  which  every 
one  cannot  do.  Yet  Msujementius  hath  clearly  deferibed 
it  in  thefe  Words  :  When  thou  haft  brought  tbv  Sub¬ 
text  to  its  higheft'  Fixation,  to  wit,  by  the  Abftra^ii- 
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c.n  of  Afjitj  Fortis^  (which  Fixation  he  aifo  dearly 
teacherh,  when  he  faith,  that  you  muft  drown  thel 
Drg  Jon  in  the  Waters,  and  fo  make  him  iix- 

ed  f  and  after  the  Fixation  make  him  Volatile  again, 
that  then  he  acquires  his  ingrefs,  and  is  fit  to  tinge, 
which  is  fo  plainly  expreft,  that  it  is  impolTible  to  e_x- 
prels  it  plainer,  yet  thefe  excellent  Writings,  are  writ¬ 
ten  only  rupervacaneoufly,and  underfiood  and  imitated 
but  by  few.  I  Hill  add,  even  to  fuperfiuity,  one  way 
more  how  to  fix  any  Snlphttr  whatfoever,  to  do  won¬ 
ders  in  Phyfick.  Sea-Coals,  or  in  defedof  them. 
Wood  Coals  powdered,  good  Saltpeter ^  Common  Salt, 
and  Os\  of  Vitriol  of  each  alike  quantity,  put  thefe 
four  things  into  a  Glafs  Retort  well  coated,  fix  a  Re¬ 
ceiver  to  it,  and  in  an  open  Fire  difiil  off  all  the  Humi¬ 
dity,  urge  it  at  length  with  the  ftrongeft  Fire,  and 
a  Green  Liquor  of  Sulphur  will  come  over,  which  the 
Ancients  galled  the  Green  Lyon,  which  diffolves  G, 
and  when  they  aredigefied  a  good  while,  or  the  Green 
Liquor  is  often  ahfirad^ed  from  the  G,  then  they  are 
fixed  together,  and  the  Liquor  of  Sulphur,  together 
with  the  G,  turns  into  a  Red  tinging  Stone.  N.  B.  If 
you  will  that  the  Sulphur  (hall  not  come  over,  but  re¬ 
main  fixed  behincL  you  may  inftead  of  the  common 
Salt,  which  makesf  the  Volatile,  put  Saltpetre^ 

which  is  of  this  Nature,  as  well  as  0)1  of  Vitriol,  to 
make  any  Sulphur  fixed,  But  common  Salt  makes  it 
Volatile.  Jafon  killed  or  fixed  the  always  watching 
Dragon  with  a  ftrong  Water  of  Saltpetre.  Bracefcus, 
Ba/ilius,  Paracelfus,  Neufementius  and  others  have  done 
the  like,  he  that  will  truly  follow  them  )  cannot  err,  but 
it  is  impolTiBIe  to  explain  to  the  ignorant  any  thing, , 
fo  that  he  may  prefently  imitate  it.  You  muft  your- 
fclftake  the  thing  in  hand,  and  proceed  diligently, 
clfe  nothing  can  be  done  :  Let  this  fuffice  to  be  (aid 
concerning  common  Sulphur,  which  is  an  Univerfal 
Agent,  to  maturate  all  Metals,  and  it  felf  is  fixed  with 
Metals,  into  O  and  D  s  and  alfo  by  Saltpetre  and  Vi¬ 
triol  is  fixed  into  a  true  Tin6l:ure,  as  is  here  demon- 
ftrated.  Here  T  put  an  end  to  the  Explanation  of  the 
Agent,  and  Patient  of  Metals,  how  to  fix  them  par¬ 
ticularly  into  Gold  and  Silver,  and  Univerfally  into 
Tindtures.  It  yet  remains  to  give  a  ftnall  Explica¬ 
tion  of  the  Fixation  of  Sulphur. 


A  RECAPITULATION, 

'  "Reader, 

T  Have  taught  in  this  Book,  what  the  Proprium  A- 
Jl.  gens  of  Metals  is,  by  which  they  are  naturally  ma¬ 
turated  in  the  Earth,  wz.  That  the  "Demogorgon  or  5«/- 
phur,  is  not  only  the  Father  of  all  Metals,  but  alfo 
their  Univerfal  Agent  ,  or  Maturating  Fire,  by 
which  all  the  Metals  naturally  in  the  Earth,  and  by 
Art  out  of  the  Earth  are  brought  to  perfedfion,  and 
that  alfo  betides  Sulphur,  as  the  Univerfal  Agent,  the 
Metals  have  their  particular,  or  proper  Agents,  which 
help  to  bring  the  Metals  to  perfedtion,  as  well  as  the 
Univerfal  Agent.  I  have  alfo  taught,  that  the  Vola¬ 
tile  Spirits  of  Metals,  or  their  proper  Agents,  do  not 
only  maturate  their  Metals,  but  alfo  become  good  Bo¬ 
dies  themfelves  with  the  Metals,  1  have  alfo  taught, 
how  Sulphur,  as  a  Univerfal  Agent  chiefly  by  Salts, 
may  be  maturated  into'  a  Tindture ,  which  Fixation 


you  can  make 
in  the  Fire,  which  length  of  time 
Artifts  forfake  the  Work,  altho’ 
he  knew,  that  of  ncceftity  it  muft  come  to  a  good 
Tin^-lure.  Impatience  caufitth  this,  that  theycanuoc 
wait  the  true  time  of  thcHarveft.  W  herefore  impa¬ 
tient  Men  fitould  not  meddle  with  Alchymy,  but  rather 
drink  a  Bottle  of  Wine,  which  is  fconer  done  than  a 
Combuftible  Fugitive  Sulphur  can  be  fixed.  The  lear¬ 
ned  Ancients  have  taught  us,  that  Patience  is  the  Root 
of  all  Sciences  and  Arts,  wherefore  then  are  Fools  fb 
hafly  in  their  Undertakings  ?  When  all  Philofophers 
Unanimoufly  teftifie,$hat  all  Feftination  proceeds  from 
the  Devil.  Par^ice//»/ hath  taught  how  to  fix  Sulphur, 
by  the  help  of  a  ftrong  Aqua  Fortis,  by  abftradling  it 
from  it  four  or  five  times.  But  I  have  taught,  how  to 
fix  it  by  the  abftradling  of  a  ftrong  Aqua  Fortis,  but 
once,  in  my  Book  of  the  Ibree  Principles  ;  ’Tis  true, 
by  this  way  it  lofcth  its  Fluxibility  and  Ingrefs,  but 
this  may  be  reftored  to  it  again,  which  for  certain  Rea- 
fons,  I  did  not  think  fit  to  make  known.  Now  be¬ 
ing  we  know,  that  nothing  fixeth  but  Sulphur,  and 
that  a  Combuftible  Sulphur  fpoils  the  Metals,  and 
makes  them  Black,  and  a  fixed  one  hath  no  Ingrefs, 
but  when  that  is  given  to  it,  it  is  fit  to  tinge  the  Me¬ 
tals,  for>whatever  tingeth  the  Metals  conftantly,  mull 
it  felf  be  fixed,  or  elfe  it  would  not  endure  the  Cupel. 

’Tis  true,  out  of  Afars  and  Venus,  you  may  eafily  ex-» 
trad  a  Tindure,  which  yet  doth  not  tinge  conftantly, 
except  they  be  firft  truly  fixed.  Very  many  have 
thought,  that  if  they  could  but  incorporate  a  Crocus  j 
TA2mjwithSiIver,that  ofneceffity  it  muft  becotne  Gold,  I 
but  they  found  themfelves  to  be  miftaken,  for  if  Cro¬ 
cus  Martis  fliould  be  put  upon'Silver,  it  doth  not  tinge 
hat  all,  but  again  becomes  Iron,  and  makes  the  Silver 
brittle.  IV.  B.  But  if  you  know  how  to  prepare  a  Red 
Sulphur  of  Iron,  conftant  upon  the  Cupel,  wit'iout 
returning  to  Iron  again,  and  then  draw  out  of  this  Red 
fixed  Sulphur,\t5  pureft  Anima  or  Tindure,  you  have  ! 
a  Colour  to  tinge  all  the  Metals  in  the  World.  This  -'ll 
is  the  Reafon,  that  the  Old  Philofophers  have  fo  often  |i 
inculcated,  to  deftroy  the  Gold  i  So  that  it  cannot  be-  ' 

reduced  into  Gold  again,  and  that  then  vou  would  f 

have  the  greateft  of  Secrets.  But  I  could  do  nothing  < 

more  with  fuch  a  deftroyed  Gold-  till  .  learned  to  give 
it  ingrefs,  for  when  it  is  deftroyed  it  enters  no  Me¬ 
tal,  but  if  you  give  it  ingrefs.  then  it  tingeth,  fo  alfo 
neither  Mars,  nor  comm.on  Sulphur  can  tinge,  if  they 
have  no  ingrefs  which  you  may  eafily  believe. 

Therefore  the  whole  Art  to  make  Tindtures  con- 
fifts,  firft  in  making  of  the  red.Metalsas  Gold,  Iron, 
and  Copper,  irreducible,  then  to  extract  their  Tin-  i; 
dfure,  and  to  give  an  Ingrefs.  This  labour  is  a  very  • 
eafie  thing  to  the  knowing,  but  incredible  to  the  un¬ 
skilful  )  for  I  have  fome  years  fince,  foewn  to  fome 
Friends  out  of  kindnefs  the  deftrutftion  and  fixation. 

of  fuch  Metals,  together  with  the’Extradfion  and  In¬ 
grefs,  very  plainly, and  highly  recommended  to  them 
this  univerfal  work  i  they  have  performed  the  fixation,  i 
but  the  Extradfion  and  Inceration  they  have  not  done,  i 

although  it  is  fo  eafie  that  a  Child  of  Ten  years  old  I 

may  eafily  perform  it.  My  hopes  were,  that  when  ' 

they  had  perfedfed  it,  they  ftioold  give  me  fome  of  ' 

the  Tindlure,  but  in  ftcad  of  a  recompence,  they 
told  me  they  could  not  do  it,  which  was  bccaufe 
God  kept  his  hand  over  it.  After  the  way  that  is  :  i 

here  fhewn,  Tindfures  may  be  eafieft  prepared  out  of 
red  Sulphureous  Metals  and  Stones,  and  I  have  a 
fmall  quantity  of  it  by  me,  which  will  tinge  red,  I  . 
made  it  before  my  Sicknefs,  and  keep  it  as  a  memo¬ 
rial  I 
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■rial  tomy  Podcrity.  Some  perhaps  may  ask,  ^vbecher 
there  be  not  a  nearer  way  to  prepare  Tindures  for 
ivleitals,  than  by  Exfradions  and  Fixations,  wbicb 
require  much  time  and  CoHs.  1' anfwer,  ’tis  certain 
there  are  nearer  ways  to  fix  Szilphttrs  in  their  whole 
-fubliance  without  lofs  of  weight,  without  any  addi- 
j  lion  of  Salts  or  Spirits  of  Salts,  Very  calie  and  cheap. 

VIZ.  by  the'  irniverfal  Coagulator  into  a  Tindure, 
i  and  by  their  particular  Coagulators  into  Gold  and  Sib 
I  ver.  Concerning  the  Coagulators  I  have  already  made 

'  them  known,'  viz.  that  Lead  is  the  Coagulator  of 

Common  Sulphur^  and  Vulgar ‘Merc«ry,  Tin -is  the 
.  Coagulator  of  Arfnkk^  and  Cobalt^  Iron  and  Gbppei: 
are  the  Coagulators  of  Orpiment.,  Sandarach^  and  all 
other  Realgars,  and  that  Gold  and  Silver  are  the  Coa¬ 
gulators  of  ^ht^Mercury  ApjjmoMj  into  a  Tindure. 
Now  concerning  the  Univerfal  Coagulator,  ’tis  not  a 
Malleable  or  futible  Metal,  but  only  an  immature  Vo¬ 
latile  Mineral,  not  much  unlike  to  Lead  Oar,  and'' 
therefore  the  Philofophers  have  called  it  the  Sa¬ 
turnine  Magnefta ,  and  this  is  not  all  one  and  the 
fame,  for  it  is  found  in  different  colours  and  figures, 
fo  that  he  who  will  ufe  them  muft  well  underffand 
their  difference,  that  he  may  not  take  the  wrong  for 
llis  work,  and  fo  lofe  his  labour.  The  Ancients  have 
not  revealed  this  Volatile  Mineral,  but  kept  it  as  a  Uni¬ 
verfal  Coagulator  in  the  greatefl:  fecrecy,  and  that  not 
without  reafon,  becaufe  they  maturated  their  Volatile 
Metallick  Spirits  and  Tindures  by  it.  Yet  the  Vo¬ 
latile  Tindures  may  alfo  be  fixed,  without  this  Uni- 
j  verfal  Coagulator,  but  that  requires  much  time  *,  there¬ 
fore  they  have  ufed  this  Coagulator  for  an  help,  and  fo 
|;j  they  could  maturate  the  molt  Volatile  Metallick  Spirits 
^  into  fixed  Tindures,  in  a  fhort  time,  and  this  Com¬ 
pendium  is  the  chiefeft  thing  in  the  Chymical  Art,  fee  ' 
ihc  Treatife  of  Three  Principles  of  Metals.  «.'Now  ; 
to  return  zgiin  to  Sulphur^  and  to  demonftrate,  that  it 
may  be  eafily  made  fixed  in  the  Fire,  which  is  thus ; 
Take  one  part  of  Common  Snlpljnr^  mix  it  with  three 
or  four  parts  ^pf  Lead  Afhes,  put  this  mixture  into  a 
Itrong  Earthen  Cementing  Box,  lute  it  well  with  a 
good  firong  Lute  that  will  not  crackj  when  the  Lute 
is’-  dry,  put  it  into  a  Cementing  Furnace,  or  into  fuch 
a  Fire,  that  in  the  beginning  will  only  melt  the  Saf- 
phur^  fo  that  it  may  penetrate  the  Lead  Afhes,  and 
hide  it  felf  in  them,  and  fo  be  initiated  to  the  Fire,  then 
by  degrees  increafe  your  Fire  from  day  to  .day,  lijl  at 
length  the  Crucible  become  to  be  of  a  dark  brown, 
then  increafe  your  Fire  ftill  more,  and  continue  this 
fo  long  till  the  Sulphur  becomes  quite  fixed  with  the 
•  Lead  Afhes,  and  conftant  in  the  Fire  i  and  this  will 
require  eight  or  ten  months  time,  during  which  time 
the  Sulphur  becometh  fixed,  and  bath  tinged  and 
fixed  its  Body,  the  Lead  as  much  as  it  could,  for  it.  is.  , 
not  poifible  for  it  to  fix  all  the  Lead  after  this  manner 
into  Gold  and  Silver,  but.only  part  of  it,  yet  fb  that 
an  hundred- fold  profit  is  made  of  it,  if  you  proceed 
rightly  in  the  matter.  The  reafon  of  the  melioration 
of  the  Lead  is  this  :  If  Saturn  hath  power  to  make  a 
CotTibuhible  Sulphur.^  incombuftible  and  fixed  in  the 
File,  fo  that  it  neither  fumes  nor  burns,  then  it  is 
certainly  as  good  and  fit  for  tinging  as  another 
which  is  made  fixed  by  much  labour  of  abllratfting 
Aqua  Fortis  from  it.  In  this  Fixation  the  Sulphur  rc- 
rains  its  Ingrefs,  and  therefore  needs  not  to  be  given 
to  it  afterwards,  for  it  had  an  Ingrefs  when  it  was  not 
fixed,  and  when  it  is  made  fixed  it  fiill  retains  if. 
This  makes  good  that  common  faying  of  the  Philofo¬ 
phers  If  Sulphur  (liall  firfl  penetrate  Saturn.^  and  S-a- 


r  turn  3tffa?h.s  if  willingly  byreafon  of  its  great  drynefs 
r  and  unjtes  (r  fdf  with  if,  then  it  is  faid  that  Naiurl 
I  yfloyceth  i.t  ^Flature-:  When' it  can  be  made  fed-hot 
1  vvuh  the  Lead,  then  it  is  overcometh 

■  but  when  the  fixed  remains conflapt  with 

t  e  cad  upon  the  Cupel.,  thfn  it  is  faid,  atur-fret ains 
:  Nainre.  This  which  I  htsid  decjaie  fo  plainly, 'all  Phi- 
lophers  before  me  have  kept  <;ery  fecret,  but  that  I 
here  reveal  fuch  great. rcci-bts’''t  have  a  reafdh  fpr  it, 

:  which  is-  -nor  ntcclfary  for  eVer'y  "one  to  know.  '  Nov^ 
as  we  haye  here  taught  the  ifix^tionof  Sulphur  by  I 
after  the' fame  manner  the  fixation  of  ylrfnic}^  is  who 
done  by  Tin, which  bccomeVfixed  with  it  iathe  Fire  to 
die  great  profit  of  the  Arriff“itrecompenrefh  him  witfi 
Cold  and  Silver  upon  the  Cupel and  this  Work  the 
Philofophers  -always  kept  very  fecret.  Cofuf^polit* 
writes,  that  there  is  a  fmall  Fifli  in  the  Sea  named 
^  h-^ora,  which  hath  fuch  power,  that  if  it  fits  upon 
the  Stern  of  the  Ship,  it  caufeth  it  to  ftand  Hill  fo, 
tfiat  although  the  Wind  fills  the  Sails,  yet  it  cannot 
move.  In  another  place,  he  calls  this  Fifli  Echmeis., 
which  if  yom  read  backward^ ,  founds  Tin  Aflies. 
Other  Philofophers  alfo  write  of  this  work  of  fix-  ^ 
K7^’  always  two  forts  of  Birds  iri  the 

NefRjar  two  forts  of  Dragons  in. the  Den,  that-ene 
ot  them  would  willingly  flay,  which  is  the  Body,  but 
the  other  whiefohath  Wings,  would  always  fly  away, 
yet  at  length  it  is  by  degrees  fo  overcome  by  that 
which  hath  no  Wings,  that  at  laft  it  endeavours  no 
longer  to  fly.  ';  The  fame  happens  here  to  our  Volatile 
Arfnick^.  thaf  is,  with  the  fixed  Tin  Aflies,  the  Vola¬ 
tile  part  Arfniclijs  always  |friying  to  fly  away,  but 
the  Tin  Aflies  binds  and  keeps  it,  that  it  is  forced  to 
Hay  againfl:  its  will,  and  alfo  become  fixed  with  its 
Companion.  Now  as  we  have  here  proceeded  with 
Arfnick^  and  and  with  Sulphur  and  head.,  after 
the  fame  manner  muff  be  done  with  Orptment,  and 
Mars  or  Venus.,  bu^  with  Sulphur-znd  tbe^Mdrinsfy  o£ 
Antimony^  together  with -Gold  and  SilveF^  thd*  fixa¬ 
tion  is  performed  after  a  peculiar  manner,  whiemfixa- 
tion  I  hive  already  declared,  and  therefore  need  not 
repeat  it,  Thjs  I  would  have  noted  concerning  the 
Agents  and  Patients  of  Metals,  but  I  am  very*  well 
affured,  although  this  fixation  is  very  mean  and  eafie 
in  it  felf,  that  yet  it  will  not  eafily  be  imitated,  and 
that  becaufe  I  have  made  known  fo  great  a  Secret  in 
fo  fimpleand  mean  a  Style.  The  World  is  fuH  of 
Pride,  and  cannot  give  credit  to  fuch  mean  things, 
but  ratl^r  looketh  after  high,  tedious,  and  fopHifli- 
cate  things,  which  are  worth  nothing,  if  they  are 
but  fet  off  with  fine  words  •,  God  will  have  it  ro,that 
thefe  great  Secrets  may  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Impious.  Here,  in  the  fixation  of  the  Commoffya/- 
.phur  with  Lead,  and  Arfnick^  with  Jupiter,  Orpiment 
with^  Mars  and  Venus.,  I  have  fpoken  openly,  and  hid 
nothing,  yet  I  am  certain  it  will  not  betaken  in  hand, 
partly  becaufe  of  the  length  of  time  required  in  the 
fixation,  which  will  deter  many  from  this  workymany 
who  fliall  read  it  will  not  be  able  to  believe,  that  fo 
eafie  a  fixation  hath  been  done,  becaufe  none  hath* 
hitherto  written  of  the  like  cheap  way  of  Meliorating 
Metals,  nor  fpoke  fo  plainly  as  I  have  done.  Many 
will  take  Exceptions  at  my  Perfon,  and  fay,  if  it  was 
true  what  Glauber  writes  of  the  eafie  fixation  of  the 
inferior  Metals,  to  tranfmure,  them  into  Gold  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  he  would  do  it  bimfeU,  and  thereby  make  himfelf* 
rich,  and  not  publilh  things  of  fo  great  a  concern. 
To  this  I  anfwer,  that  my  great  Age,  and  many  weak- 
neffts  will  not  permit  me  to  take  fuch  things  in  hand. 
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by  which  nothing  but  Worldly  Riches  arc  acquired, 
which  fotnetimes  do  Memnore  hartii  than  good,  which 
1  never  did  nor  ever  will  feck  after#  If  others  will 
do  it,  they  may.  I  trouble  not  my  felf  about  the  Mam¬ 
mon,  but  prepare  my  felf  for  a  happy  pafTage  into  a 
more  peaceable  Life,  where  there  is  no  Itrifc  nor  mi- 
fery ,  but  eveilafting  Peace,  and  everlafting  Light 
reigns  perpetually-  But  in  that  I  have  dilcovered 
thefe  gteat  Secrets,  by  which  thofe  who  feek  after 
them,  may  become  very  rich,^  t  Have  done  it  out 
of  a  good  meaning,  viz.  that  if  many  by  this  ftiall 
attain  good  means,  that  {bme  of  them  at  leaft  may 
aflift  the  poor  out  of  their  abundance.  To  this  end 
only  have  I  diicovered  thefe  Lucriferous  Secrets,  and 


not  at  all  to  pleafe  the  Proud  and  GovetoUs.  But  yet 
although  I  have  deferibed  all  plainly  without  any  re- 
fyrve  of  the  Manuals  thereunto  belonging,  I  am  very 
Well  fatisfied,  that  God  will  keep  his  hand  over  it,  and 
will  not  indifferently  give  his  BlelTing  to  all  in  it,  but 
will  fo  difpofe  it,  that  his  gifts  may  not  be  mifufed. 
And  therefore  I  am  very  well  fatisfied,  that  Art  will 
remain  Art,  although  it  be  never  fo  clearly  laid  down 
before  the  Eyes  of  all  Men.  To  whom  God  will 
give  it,  him  I  envy  not,  but  wifh  him  Gods  BleflTing 
with  it,  and  earncftly  exhort  him,  that  when  God 
hath  blelTed  him,  that  he  by  no  means  forget  the  Poor.  • 
Arnett. 


TREATISE 

CONCERNING 

The  Animal-Stone : 

O  Ri 

Of  that  Animat  Matter  or  SuhjeB  yphich  god  ingrafted  into  Adam 
and  Eve,  as  a  Oivitie  Portion  or  Tatrimonji  in  Taradije^  and  y^hich 
he  flill  retained  after  his  Fall  and  ^anijhnient  out  of  Paradije^ 
brought  it  'with  him  thence,^  arid  after  Death  took^  it  along  with  him 
%  to  his  GraiDOy  or  to  the  Farth  from  whence  he  'was  taken  and  made  ^ 
-  What  kind  of  Matter  properly  it  is,  and  in  what  manner  a  true 
%)niverfal  Medicin  may  he  made  of  it  4  Faithfully  Tranfated  out  of 
the  High-Dutch. 


The  PREFACE. 


t 


Curtcous  READER, 

HAvitig  in  fame  of  my  laji  PuhJifhed 

and  efpecially  in  my  Fifth  Century,,  treated  of 
a  certain  Matter,,  called  by  the  Ancient  and 
Modern  Phildfopheri ,  The  PhilbfoFhers 
Stone,  rvhich  Matter  they  fdy^  Cod  implanted  in  the  jirfi 
Man  Adam,  and  which  after  hU  Fall  and  Banijhment,  he 
brought  with  him  out  of  Paradife,,  and  after  hU  Death,, 
tool{  it  along  with  him  to  his  Grave ,  without  revealing 
this  Divine  Patrimony  and  Portion  to  any  of  his  Pojierity  ^ 
fo  that  this  great  Pteafure  continued  for  fame  time  hidden 


from  ihe  widisd  World,  until  at  length  it  pie  a  fed  God  to 
open  the  Fyes  of  fame  honeft  Men  to  know  and  difeern  this 
great  Gift  of  God,-  which  they  alfo  made  kyiown  to  others,, 
though  this  communication  of  theirs  was  of  little  ufe  to 
proud  Worldlings,  whofe  Eyes  are  only  fixed  upon  outward 
Vifibles,  not  rhinding  the  inward  Invifibles.  Wherefore 
none  of  them  could  believe,  that  fo  great  a  Preafure  was 
bid  in  Sinful  Man,  as  accounting  nothing  worthy  their 
efieem,  but  Gold,  Silver,  and  Precious  Stones,  and  cafiing 
out  upon  the  Dunghill  as  loathfom  and  contemptible  what 
is  far  bettfr  than  Gold  or  Silver, 

And 
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Of  the  /InimaUStG  fiC  • 


■  And'  becaufe  jome  of  my  'Enemies  have  jlandered  fame 
ef  my  fVriuylgs\  as  tf  they  contained  abfurd  and  im- 
fojjible  things  to  the  end  that  none  by  their  Lies  and 
Slanders  may  be  led  afide  from  the  way  of  truth ^  I  am 
refolved  to  fet  the  1  ruths  I  have  written  in  a  greater 
Light^  and  palpably  to  evidence  before  the  whole  IV orhf 
that  what  I  have  taught^  viz.  that  a  Mineral  Aurifying 
Virtue  lies  hid  in  Vegetables  and  Animals  as  well  as  in 
Metals.)  is  no  abfurdity^  but  a  great  truth j  to  the  Jhame 


and  confufion  of  my  envious  Adverfiries. 

0  thou  Eternal  Eighty  without  the  leaf  mixture  of  darky 
nefs ^  Creator  and  Governor  of  Heaven  and  Earthy 
fend  down  upon  me  thy  holy  Spirit^  beam  into  my  Soul  a 
Kay  of  thy  Heavenly  Light)  that  it  may  enlighten  my 
Hearty  Brainy  and  Vnderjianding)  that  I  may  write 
nothing  but  what  may  jerve  to  thy  Glory ^  the  falvition  of 
my  Soul  ,  and  the  enlightning  of  many  thoufandi  that 
wander  in  the  darkjiefs  cf  Error.  Amen. 


OF  THE 

ANIMAL-STONE. 


IN  the  Name  of  the  mofl  Holy  Trinity,  1  under, 
take  to  communicate  and  declare  to  the  dark 
wicked  World ,  the  great  Wonder-works  of 
God,  and  Myfterics  of  Nature,  and  that  with 
{b  much  clearnefs  and  evidence  as  never  hitherto  hath 
been  done  by  any  \  fo  as  not  only  the  good,  and  fuch 
as  are  taught  of  God,  but  alfo  the  perverfe  Worldly 
Learned,  or  the  moft  ignorant  Ruftick  may  compre¬ 
hend,  underhand,  and  even  handle  with  their  Hands, 
that  I  have  fundamentally  declared  and  manifefted  the 
Myftcries  of  God  and  Nature,  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  good  of  Mankind. 

In  order  to  perform  the  great  Work  I  have  under¬ 
taken,  it.  is  needful  that  we  know  firft,  what  the 
thing  is,  we  are  to  feek,  and  next,  where  we  are  to 
feck  for  it.  The  thing  we  feek  for,  is  the  Philofo- 
phers  Stone,  Which  affords  the  PofTcfTor  thereof  health 
of  Body,  and  an  honeft  plentiful  Maintenance.  Now 
forafmuch  as  moh  of  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Philo- 
fophers,  a  few  only  excepted,  point  us  to  Metals,  and 
cfpecially  to  fixt  Sol  and  Luna,  thence  to  procure  for 
our  felves  this  great  Treafure,  though  they  handle  this 
matter  with  fo  much  obfeurity,  that  amongll  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  Seekers,  fcarcely  one  is  found  that  at¬ 
tains  to  his  defired  End,  rood  of  them  befides  (pend¬ 
ing  their  Goods  and  Eftates  in  the  fruitlefs  purfuit  of 
this  hid  Treafure  whereof  thofe  in  a  great  meafure 
are  guilty  who  perfuade  Men  that  So/  is  the  Subjedt  of 
the  Philofophers,  and  that  all  other  matters  are  impro¬ 
per  and  unfit  for  their  Work  i  But  others  again  in¬ 
form  us,  that  this  great  T reafure  may  be  obtained  a 
rearer,  eafier,  and  cheaper  way,  without  Sol  or  any 
other  coftly  Subjefts-,  Concerning  which  cheap,  and 
every  where  to  be  found,  Subjedts,  I  have  made  men¬ 
tion  in  forae  of  my  late  publifhed  Writings,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  my  Fifth  Century,  yet  not  fo  plainly  as 
wholly  to  expofe  thefe  Pearls  to  Twine,  for  them  to 
tread  them  under  their  Feet.  And  forafmuch  as  fe- 
veral  ignorant  and  envious  Perfons  have  taken  occa- 
Eon  to  appear  and  contradidi  thefe  my  Writings,  as  if 
it  were  impoflible  to  find  Mineral  Virtues  in  Vegetables 
or  Animals,  I  am  moved  to  flop  the  Mouths  of  thefe 
envious  and  ignorant  Back  biters,  and  to  expofe  them 
to  the  Puhlick  fhame  of  the  World.  I  confefs,  I  do 
rot  think  thefe  Slanderers  worthy  that  1  fliould  take  any 
pains  to  confute  or  convince  them  of  their  Error,  be- 
caufe  I  am  not  to  mind  what  fuch  as  they,  but  what 
honeff  Men,  and  what  truth  it  felf,  (peaks.  But  be¬ 
caufe  this  demonftration  may  be  of  ufe  to  undeceive  | 


and  inform  many  Seekers  after  this  Treafure,  I  fuppofe 
I  (hall  do  a  good  work,  in  giving  this  evident  tefti- 
mony  to  Truth,  whereby  not  only  the  Mouths  of  Slan^ 
derers  may  be  Hopp’d,  but  the  Eyes  of  the  Deceived 
may  be  opened  to  difeern  the  Truth. 

We  proceed  then  to  hear  the  Verdi(3:  of  Truth  in  this 
Matter,  whether  indeed  fuch  a  Mineral  Virtue  be  hid 
in  Vegetables  and  Animals,  as  that  the  Philpfophers 
Stone  may  be  prepared  of  them.  And  firft  we  will 
fpeak  of  Man,  as  being  the  Nobleft  of  all  Gods  Crea¬ 
tures,  and  then  proceed  to  the  four-footed  Beafts  of  thq 
Earth,  the  Fowls  of  the  Air,  Filhes  in  the  Sea,  and  all 
Creeping  Things,  and  laft  of  all  to  Trees,  Plants  and 
Herbs,  to  fee  what  the  Almighty  Power  of  God  hath 
laid  up  and  hid  in  thefe  for  the.ure  and  welfare  of  Man¬ 
kind. 

As  to  Man,  the  moft  Excellent  part  of  Gods  Crea¬ 
tion,  whom  God  made  a  Ruler  and  Governor  over  all 
his  Creatures  in  Paradife,  we  know  that  he  was  made 
very  good,  without  the  want  of  any  thing  that  might 
conduce  to  his  happinefs  or  perfection,  which  goodne(s 
continued  in  him  after  his  Fall,  though  much  clouded 
and  veiled,  forafmuch  then  as  God  hath  beenpleafed 
to  layup  in  Man  this  great  Treafure,  to  the  end  he 
might  make  ufe  of  it  for  his  good  and  perfection,  we 
muft  conclude,  that  the  Divine  Wifdom  hath  placed  it 
fo,  that  Man  may  always  have  recQurfe  to  it,  and  take 
thereof,  (without  any  hurt  fo  his  Body  )  to  the  glory  of 
God,  and  his  own  good.  For  had  God  placed  this 
Treafure  in  theFlelh  or  Blood  of  Man,  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  hurt  and  weaken  his  Body  by  cutting  a 
piece  of  his  own  Flellj,  or  letting  out  his  Blood,  in 
order  to  prepare  this  great  Medicin,  which  by  this 
means  would  prove  too  dear,  (b  that  moft  Seekers 
would  rather  want  the  Medicin,  than  attain  it  this  way. 
But  God,  who  is  the  Eternal  Wifdom  it  felf,  hath  not 
been  guilty  of  any  fuch  overfight  in  his  Works,  which 
are  all  perfect,  and  no  fault  to  be  found  with  them  i 
and  if  Nature  in  any  of  her  productions  prove  defective, 
that  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  God,  but  to  Satan,  who 
whilft  Man  (lept  fowed  the  Tares  amongft  the  good 
Seed,  which  the  Mailer  of  the  Houlhold  had  fowed  in 
his  Field. 

If  it  be  fo  then,  that  God  hath  not  laid  up  this  great 
Treafure  in  the  Fle(h  or  Blood  of  Man,  we  may  further 
enquire,  where  then  we  are  to  look  for  it  ?  Certain  it 
is,  that  Godj  our  Heavenly  and  Wife  Father,  hath  laid 
up  this  great  Treafure  in  Man,  where  at  all  times, 
without  any  let,  pains  or  trouble,  he  may  come  at  it,. 

Y  and 
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and  have  it  for  nothing,  viz.,  in  the  Superfluities  of 
Nature,  as  ITri  ie,  Dung,  Hair,  Sweat,  and  Spittle.  I 
fay  that  in  thefe  ddpicable  Excrements  and  Superflui¬ 
ties  of  Nature,  God  hath  laid  up  a  great  Portion  for 
Man,  which  he  by  reafon  of  his  Pride,  blindnefs  and 
hardnefs  of  Heart,  cannot  fee  or  perceive. 

Another  Queftion  that  may  be  here  demanded,  is,  In 
which  of  thefe  Excrements  this  Trcalure  is  moll  co- 
pioully  to  be  found  ?  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  it  may 
be  had  from  any  of  them,  but  in  the  one  more  plenti¬ 
fully  than  in  the  ether,  but  which  is  the  moft  fit  and 
proper  for  this  Work,  I  dare  not  plainly  fet  down  at 
prefent,  for  fear  of  expofing  and  proflituting  this  Pearl 
to  the  Wicked  and  Unworthy,  which  all  honeft  Philo- 
fophers  have  fo  highly  forbidden.  But  this  I  will  do, 
viz.  moft  clearly  demonftrate,  by  many  inftances,  that 
out  of  all  the  Natural  Excrements  and  Superfluities, 
whether  offour-footed  Beafts,  Fifties,  Creeping  Things 
and  all  Vegetables,  a  Mineral  Aurifying  Virtue,  that  is 
the  Matter  of  the  Philofophers  Stone,  may^behad,and 
that  without  coft  and  charges  in  all  parts  of  the  World, 
fo  that  no  body,how  mean  fo  ever  he  be,  but  may  have 
enough  of  the  matter  for  nothing,  and  needs  not  by 
his  Poverty  be  deterred  from  undertaking  this  great 
Work,  that  affords  Health  and  Riches  to  him  that  can 
bring  it  to  an  happy  end. 

I  proceed  now  to  thofe  Proofs  and  Experiments 
that  evidently  make  out,  that  in  all  things  ( befides 
Metals)  a  Mineral  Virtue  and  Power  is  found,  where¬ 
by  the  Philofophers  Stone  may  be  prepared.  I  fliall 
begin  firft  with  four-footed  Beafts,  becaufe  I  do  think 
it  fitting  for  feveral  weighty  Reafons,  at  this  time  to 
pafs  by  the  Myfteries  that  lie  hid  in  Man,  that  they 
may  not  be  expofed  to  the  Wicked  and  Unworthy. 
Now  thefe  Excrements  and  Superfluities  offour-footed 
Ei'cfts  as  well  as  of  Man  are  different,  according  to 
their  diverfe  Paffages  and  Places  of  Produ(5tion,  as 
Urine  which  makes  its  paffage  through  the  Bladder, 
Dung  through  the  Guts,  Sweat  through  the  Pores  of 
the  Skin,  Spittle  through  the  Mouth,  and  the  Hair  or 
Wooll  of  Beafts,  alfo  through  their  Skin  or  Hide,  and 
accordingly  are  of  different  Virtues  and  Powers.  Up¬ 
on  this  account  we  muft  conclude,  that  in  the  Sweat 
of  Men  or  Beafts,  there  is  not  fo  great  virtue  as  there 
is  in  Urine,  the  former  being  a  fuddain  and  almoft  in- 
ftantaneous  Generation,whereas  the  later  requires  (bme 
hours  time  before  it  can  pafs  through  its  feveral  Cha¬ 
nels,  and  be  made  fit  for  Natures  feparation.  So  like- 
wife  is  Mans  Dung  a  long  while  a  paffing  through  the 
GutSj  which  in  Man  and  Beafts  are  much  longer  than 
in  Birds  or  Fifties,  to  the  end  that  the  Dung  might  be 
the  better  putrified  and  digefted  >  Thus  we  find  by 
Experience,  that  the  Dung  of*a  Stork  which  paffeth 
only  through  one  ftiort  Gut, when  it  falls  upon  the  Grafs 
doth  prefently  burn  and  fcorch  it,  whereas  the  Dung  of 
Men  and  Beafts  laid  fo  the  Roots  of  Vegetables,  or  any 
way  conveyed  to  the  fame,  do  ftrengthen  and  invigo¬ 
rate  them,  and  are  indeed  the  higheft  Medicin  of  Vege¬ 
tables  i  as  Country  Farmers  well  know,  who  with  the 
help  of  the  Dung  of  Men  and  other  Animals  are  ufed 
to  cure  their  fick,  barren,  and  overwrought  Fields, 
Vineyards  and  Orchards,  reftoring  them  fo  their  for¬ 
mer  ftrength  and  fertility.  But  though  Ample  Ru- 
fticks  be  very  well  acquainted  with  the  great  virtue 
and  life  of  Dung,  yet  our  great  Learned  Men  cannot 
believe,  that  in  fuch  a  defpicable  Subje(ft  ftiould  be 
lodged  fuch  an  Excellent  Univerfal  Medicin,  capable 
to  cure  the  Difeafes  of  Men  and  Metals  •,  and  the  rea¬ 
fon  is,  becaufc  they  love  Pride  and  Idlenefs  too  well, 
will  not  put  their  hands  to  the  work,  contenting  them- 
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felvcs  with  what  they  know  already,  .without  fearch- 

ing  into  endlefs  Secrets  of  Nature.  For  this  caufe  it  is 
that  true  Medicin  and  Alcliimy  areadvanced  to  no  high¬ 
er  degree  of  Perfedfion.  Hehmnt  complains  of  this 
negligence  in  Phyficians,  who  leave  the  preparation  of 
their  MedicinS  to  Apothecaries,  declaring,  that  every 
Phyfician  who  defires  to  have  good  and  rightly  pre¬ 
pared  Medicine  muft  be  both  Mailer  and  Servant,  that 
is,  he  muft  truft  the  Preparing  of  his  Remedies  to  none 
but  himfelf. 

The  prefent  Subjedl  I  am  upon,  z//?;,  the  Excrements 
of  Men  and  Animals  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  Story  relating 
to  P aractlfiii,  which  take  as  follows. 

A  Relation  of  what  happened  at  Vienna  betweenVztt- 
cdCas  and  fame  of  the  Imperial-Court  Phyftdans, 

Paracelfuf  being  on  a  time  fent  for  by  the  Emperor  to 
Vienna,  tocurefome  Perfonsof  high  Quality, whom  the 
Imperial  Phyficians  could  not  help,  having  fuccefsfully  . 
performed  the  Cures  he  was  fent  for,  went  to  take  his 
Leave  of  the  Phyficians,  who  earneftly  intreated  him 
to  leave  fome  of  his  noble  Medicaments  with  them  for 
a  remembrance  •,  whereupon  Paracelfus  anfwer’d  that 
he  would  fetch  fomething  for  them  i  The  Phyficians 
fuppofing  he, intended  to  beftow  fome  part  of  fiispre^ 
pared  Medicins  upon  them,  with  impatience  expected 
his  return,  who  foon  after  came  to  them,  and  fet  down 
on  the  Table  before  them  a  Silver  Difb  cover’d  with 
another  Difti.  The  Phyficians  were  very  deCrous  to 
fee  what  Paracelfus  had  brought  for  them  j  at  laft  one 
of  them  faking  off  the  Cover,  found  a  great  Turd  in 
the  Difli,  at  which  being  exceedingly  enraged,  taking 
for  granted  that  Paracelfus  had  done  this  to  affroiS 
them,  they  all  departed,  and  when  fome  call’d  them 
back,  Paracelfus  faid,  Let  the  Affes  go,  they  do  npc 
deferve  this  great  Secret,  which  I  intended  to  com¬ 
municate  to  them  •,  And  then  added,  He  who  doth  not 
know  what  Mans  Dung  is,  knows  nothing,  and  Hea¬ 
ven  and  Earth  are  equally  hid  from  him.  With  which 
words  he  fufficiently  intimated,  that  a  great  virtue  is 
hid  in  Mans  Dung.  Thus  much  fhall  fuffice,  by  way 
of  Parenthefis,  to  have  fpoken  concerning  Paracelfw 
his  Opinion  concerning  the  Superfluities  of  Nature, 
and  particularly  the  Excrements  of  Man,  wc  proceed 
now  to  fpeak  of  the  Excrements  of  other  Animals,  and 
in  particular  of  Sheeps  Wooll. 

An  Experimental  Vemonfiratio»^  that  a  Mineral  Virtu* 
in  hid  in  the  Hair  ef  Beall  r. 

Of  clean  Sheeps  Wooll  iv  Ounces,  and  pour  up¬ 
on  it  a  like  quantity  of  ftrong  .Aqua  Fortis,  abftrad  this 
Aqua  Fortis  wholly  in  Balneo,  and  the  Aqua  Fortis  will 
diffolve  the  Wooll,  and  when  abftradlcd,  will  leave  be¬ 
hind  a  ftinking  Stone  of  a  dark  brown  colour » afterwards 
diffolve  in  another  Glafs  Body  of  Mercury  j  Ounce,  and 
of  the  fineft  5o/  iij  Ounces,  pour  thefe  Solutions  of  5o/ 
and  Mercury  into  the  Glafs  wherein  thediffolvsd  Wool 
is,  then  abftrad  the  Menftruum  from  the  Metals,  till 
nothing  remain  but  a  dry  Stone  in  the  bottom  of  the 
Glafs,  take  this  Stone  and  put  it  into  a  Glafs  Retort,  and 
diftill  the  Mercury  from  the  Sol  in  a  ftrong  heat.  N, 

B.  The  Mercury  will  not  come  over  quick,  but  in  the* 
form  of  a  Butter  of  Mercury,  of  great  ufe  for  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  incurable  Venereal  Ulcers.  If  you  pour  fome 
Wafer  upon  the  faid  Butter ,  it  will  precipitate  the 
Mercury  in  form  of  a  white  Powder,  which  being  edul¬ 
corated  and  dried,  is  a  good  Purge  in  Venereal  olftem- 
pers.  But  if  you,  redifie  thi<  Butter,  and  then  pour  it 

upon 
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upon  a  piire  Calx  of  5o/,  the  Butter  will  diffolve 
the  Sol^  and  being  afterwards  digefted  for  fome  time, 
the  Mercury  by  means  of  the  Saline  Spirits  of  the  Wool 
will  be  fixed  with  the  Sol  into  a  Stone,  with  it  make 
a  trial  upon  Metals,  to  fee  what  it  can  do,  and  thou 
wilt  find  thy  Labour  richly  rewarded  ^  but  if  thou 
canft  not  hit  it,  then  think,  that  it  is  not  the  W'ill  of 
God  thou  (houldft  have  it,  and  do  not  blame  me,  who 
have  fet  dowm  nothing  but  what  I  have  performed 
my  felf  Now  let  us  lee  what  courfc  wc  muli  take  to 
recover  our  Sol  h  break  the  Retort,  and  take  what  was 
left  at  the  bottom  of  it,  which  thou  wilt  find  black  as 
a  Coal,  in  which  black  matter  thou  muft  look  for  thy 
iij  Ounces  of  Sol,  forafmuch  as  the  Butter  has  carried 
but  very  little  of  the  Sol  over  with  it,  which  thou 
may’ft  feparat-e  from  the  black  matter,  as  follows. 

Melt  good  Nitre  in  a  firong  Crucible,  and  when  it  is 
in  Flux,  caft  into  it  one  piece  of  your  black  Matter 
after  another,  and  the  Nitre  will  burn  away  the  Sulphur 
contained  in  the  faid  Coals  or  black  Matter,  and  the 
Sol  melts  down  into  a  Body,  pour  forth  the  Nitre  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Golden  Hegulus  out  of  the  Crucible 
into  a  Cone,  and  the  Sol  will  fettle  at  the  bottom  in 
form  of  a  R  which, when  feparated  from  the/^cer, 

appears  fnow-white  and  brittle,  much  refemblinga  Ke- 
gulus  of  Antimony  \  the  f£ces  are  of  a  red  colour,  and 
contain  much  good.  This  white  Sol  being  expos’d 
upon  the  Cupel  with  Saturn  to  a  fiery  trial,  a  third  part 
only  of  the  Sol  will  be  found  remaining  of  the  colour 
of  good  5o/,  two  parts  being  vapour’d  away.  The 
Quertion  is  now,  What  that  white  colour  was,  which 
evaporated  ontheTeft?  If  thou  fay’ft,  that  the  Coals 
of  the  Wool,  with  the  help  of  the  Nitre,  have  rob’d 
the  Sol  of  its  colour,  thou  art  not  altogether  out  of 
the  way,  nor  wholly  in  the  right.  If  thou  fay’ft, 
that  there  is  no  Mineral  Virtue  in  the  Wool,  but  that 
the  Sol  became  white  by  the  addition  of  Mercury, 
thou  art  not  wholly  out  of  the  way  neither  j  but  this 
is  not  to  be  underftood  of  the  Common  Mercury  added 
to  the  Sol,  but  of  the  Mercury  contained  in  the  Wool, 
which  has  joined  it  felf  with  the  Sol  •,  for  Common 
Mercury  cannot  abide  with  Sol  in  a  ftrong  melting 
Fire,  but  flies  away,  leaving  the  Sol  alone,  as  is  well 
known  to  Chymifts.  If  thou  fay’ft,  that  there  is  a 
Mercurial  Virtue  in  the  Wool,  which  within  a  few 
hours  fo  chaUgeth  the  Common  Mercury,  that  it  is 
able  to  abide  a  melting  Fire  with  Sol,  then  it  will  fol¬ 
low,  that  by  means  of  the  Salt  which  is  in  Wool  any 
Common  Mercury  may  in  a  fhort  time  be  made  capable 
of  enduring  not  only  a  melting  Fire,  but  the  Cupel  alfb. 
This  I  fuppofe  is  a  plain  and  evident  demonftration, 
that  there  is  a  Mineral  Virtue  in  Animals,  and  efpecially 
in  the  Superfluities  of  Nature,  which  we  will  now  pf*- 
ceed  to  demonftrate  with  another  Experiment.  Now 
if  the  Superfluities  of  Animals  are  able  to  do  this,  have 
we  not  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  right  Superfluity 
of  the  Microcpfme  will  do  the  fame  much  better  ? 

^  Another  Experiment  to  demenjirate,  that  a  Mineral 
Mercury  and  Sulphur  //  contained  in  the  Super- 
fixities  of  Animals. 

Of  filed  or  rafped  Horns  of  Sheep,  Oxen,  Goats 
and  Deer,  but  Harts  and  Goats  Horns  are  the  heft,  and 
the  Horns  of  Wild  Goats,  and  the  Tusks  of  Wild 
Swine  yet  better  and  the  Horns  of  Fiflies,  which  are 
commonly  called  Unicorns  Horns,  and  the  Elephants 
Teeth  are  the  beft  of  all  for  this  purpofc  •,  but  where 
thtfe  cannot  be  had,  the  Experiment  may  be  performed 


with  Goats  or  Harts-Horn.  Diflblve  i;  Ounces  or  iii 

abftrafted  from  decrepitated  Salt,  into  this  Solution  put 
I  Ounc=  of  W  aWtaft'in  a  Glafs  Body  (he 

from  the  Horn  in  which  abftraSion  the  5./  L 
comes  diftblved ,  and  a  brown  Stone  is  left  behind 
which  muft  be  melted  down  in  a  covered  and  wellluted 
Crucible  with  a  blaft,  by  which  means  the  Horn  will 
be  turned  into  black/ece/,  and  the  Sol  will  fall  white  to 
the  bottom,  brittle  as  a  Kegulus  of  Antimony  \  from 
whence  It  follows,  fince  this  brittlenefs  and  whitenefs 
ot  the  Sol  could  not  be  caufed  by  the  Aqua  Fortis,  that 
the  fame  mu /1  be  attributed  to  the  white  Mercury  and 
Sulphur  drawn  from  the  Horns.  Whereby  it  clearly 
^pears,  that  a  Mineral  force  and  virtue  is  hid  in  the 
Horns  of  Animus.  What  I  have  faid  concerning  the 
covering  of  the  Crucible  with  another,  and  well  luting 

without  reafon,  for  if  the  Cru¬ 
cible  fhould  be  fet  open  in  the  Fire,  and  continue  there 
tor  fome  time,  the  Sulphur  of  the  Horns  would  be 
kindled  and  confumed,  and  the  Mercury  would  here- 
vivified  and  fly  away,  and  the  Sol  would  remain  un- 

A  r  /w  ^^ineral  Mercury 

and  the  of  the  Horns  are  very  tender  and  vola¬ 

tile,  and  are  foon  loft  when  the  operation  is  not  per¬ 
formed,  as  before  hinted, in  a  clofeluted  Crucible.  This 
Experiment  m^  be  done  in  like  manner,  with  the  Su- 
peifluitiesofFiflieSjt//^.  their  Skales,  Teeth,  and  the 
Stones  or  Bones  that  are  found  in  feveralof  them,  and 

Vu  r  mentioned. 

The  fame  may  alfo  be  performed,  with  the  Feathers 
Egg-lhells  of  tame  and  wild  Fowl.  N.  B.  Ege- 
iTells  are  diffolved  with  more  eafe  than  Feathers.  R. 
The  Egg-fliells  of  Hens,  Geefe,  or  other  Fowl,  wafh 
them  clean,  taking  out  the  inward  skin  or  film,  then 
dry  them,  and  abftracfl;  from  them  a  Solution  of  o 
and  melt  the  remainder  in  a  clofe  covered  Crucible’ 
and  you  will  find  the  fame  eHbtSt,  as  before.  * 

If  you  have  a  mind  to  make  the  fame  Tryal  with 
Vegetables, then  take  Tartar  which  is  fitter  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  than  cither  the  Wine  it  felf,  or  the  Wood  of  the 
Vine  ,inftead  of  Tartar  of  Wine,you  may  take  the  Tartar 
that  cleaves  to  the  Veffels,  wherein  the  juice  of  Crabs  hath 
been  keep,  or  the  juices  of  any  other  fowr  Fruit,  or 
inftead  of  Tartar  we  may  take  the  Grounds  of  Wine,firft 
dried.  Any  one  of  thefe,  and  abAraft  from' it  a 
Solution  of  0,  melt  the  remainder  as  before  in  a  dole 
luted  Crucible,  and  the  G  will  be  found  white  and 
brittle,  like  to  a  Regulus  of  J  at  the  bottom. 

From  thefe  Experiments  it  appears,  as  clear  as  the 
day,  that  a  Mineral  Virtue  is  hid  in  all  things ;  Yet 
for  more  abundant  Confirmation  of  this  Truth  Khali 
add  fome  further  Inftances.  The  fame  proof  may  be 
done  with  dry  or  moift  Herbs,  or  Wood,  proceeding  in 
the  fame  manner  as  before  hath  been  taught, with  Wool, 
and  we  fliall  find  the  fame  effed:.  In  particular,  all  fort 
of  Corn ,  Rye,  Wheat.  &c.  afford  a  very  good  Tin- 
ture,  they  muft  be  diffolved,  and  proceeded  with  as 
before  mentioned,  concerning  the  fuperfluitics  of  Ani¬ 
mals.  If  therefore  Mineral  Powers  may  be  found  in 
all  Vegetables  and  Animals,  on  which  Man  feeds,  and 
hath  his  growth  and  Suftenance,  how  canit  be  denied, 
but  that  the  fame  Power  muft  needs  be  in  Man  alfo 
Wherefore  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  every  Man  car¬ 
ries  the  matter  of  the  Philofophers-Stone  ( tho’  raw 
and  unprepared  )  about  with  him. 

To  make  this  Truth  to  appear,  with  fuller  and 
clearer  Evidence,  I  am  minded  to  give  the  ignorant  a 
fenfible  Demonftration,  that  (  without  mentioning  the 

right 
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right  Subjeft  of  Jhe  Phiiofophers-llone)  an  univerfall 
Medicine  for  Men  and  Metals,  may  be  had  alone  trom 
the  dcfpicable  and  abominable  Subjedf  of  I\ians-dung. 

Six,  eight  or  tenth  of  fome  healthy  Mans-dung, 
(it  mult  be  gathered  without  any  mixture  ot  Urin)  and 
put  it  into  a  Glafs-body,  and  pour  upon  it  about  the 
fame  quantity  of  redihed  Spirit  of  Wine,  ftir  them 
with  a  (tick  together,  fet  the  Glafs,  with  a  head  fit¬ 
ted  to  it  in  Bjlnco,  asd  abllracT:  the  Spirit  of  Wine, 
which  has  extraded  the  Mineral  and  that  was 
in  the  Dung,  and  brings  it  over  the  Helm  :  Which 
ftincking  Spirit  of  Wine  muft  be  burnt  away  under  a 
large  Refrigeratory  Helm,  by  which  means  the  ftinck- 
ing  of  the  Dung  is  confumed  in  the  Flames  of  the 
Spirit  of  wine,  and  the  incombuftible  Mercurial  Salt 
mounts  up  in  the  i  lames  to  the  top  of  the  Helm,  where 
it  is  caught,  and  is  a  great  Jewel  in  Phylick  and  A1 
chimy.  If  we  have  amind  rather  to  have  our  Ce- 
leftial  Salt  in  a  dry  Form,  then  we  mull  abllrad  the 
Phlegm  from  it;  Tho’  if  we  intend  it  for  a  Medi 
cinal,  it  is  better  not  to  abftrad  the  Phlegm  (  which 
is  not  wholly  without  fbme  Virtue)  but  ufethemto 
gether.  But  if  our  intent  be  to  make  ufe  of  this  in- 
combuftible  Mercurial 5j/f,  in  order  to  Metallick^Ttznj- 
mutation,  then  we  muft  feparate  its  Moifture,  and  mix 
the  faid  Microcofmical  Salt  with  O ,  and  maturate 
the  fame  to  a  Metalline  Tindaie.  In  a  Liquid  Form, 
the  faid  Celeftial  Sa/t  is  an  excellent  Medicine  for  fick 
and  weak  People,  as  having  great  Sympathy  with  the 
Vital  Spirit  of  Man ,  wonderfully  ftrengthening  the 
fame,  and  in  all  Difeafes  performs  whatfoever  can  be 
expeided  from  an  Univerfal  Medicine  •,  and  is  not  in 
the  leaft  loathfome,  being  purged  from  all  Stinck  and 
ill  Tafte,  by  the  Flames  of  the  Spirit  of  Wine. 

This  J(jHa  Vtt£.  of  the  Philofgphers  performs  alfo 
very  wonderful  things  in  the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  for 
if  the  Seeds  of  any  Herb  be  fteeped  for  an  hour  in  the 
fame,  and  then  laid  upon  a  Trencher,  or  any  board  at 
fome  diftance  from  one  another, and  covered  over  a  Fin¬ 
gers  breadth  with  Farther  Sand,^  being  then  expofed 
to  the  warm  Sun,  the  Seeds  immediately  will  begin 
to  (hoot  and  grow,  even  vilibly  to  the  Eye,  which  is 
very  pleafant  and  curious.  Butthofe  Seeds  which  are 
Foft,  are  more  proper  for  their  fpeedy  growth,  than 
thofe  that  are  hard  :  The  Seeds  of  Parlley,  CrelTes, 
Fennel  and  Annis,  which  abound  with  much  Volatile 
Salt-,  are  the  belt  for  this  Purpofo.  So  that  we  fee, 
that  this  Medicine  prepared  of  Mans-dungis  truly  Uni- 
verfa!,  as  curing  the  Difeafes  of  all  the  three  King¬ 
doms,  T>iz.  of  Animals,  Vegetables  and  Minerals. 
Wherefore  if  any  one  can  find  in  his  heart,  to  work  up¬ 
on  this  loathfome  Subjedf,  he  will  need  no  other,  for 
that  all  lies  hid  in  it,  which  gave  one  of  the  Ancients 
occafion  to  fay, 

Laticlat  Pr£feiitem  qnxlibit  Herba  Deum. 

\ 

Each  Herb  from  Earth  its  bead  doth  raife^ 

Its  prefent  glorious ^Cod  to  praife, 

I  cannot,  but  repeat  this  great  Truth  once  more, 
that  the  higheft  Medicine  in  the  World  is  molt  com¬ 
monly  to  be  found  in  the  raoft  dcfpicable  Subjects,  God 
having  ordered  it  fo,  for  to  make  known  his  Almigh¬ 
ty  Power  and  that  he  regards  the  Welfare  of  the 
Poor,  as  well  as  of  the  Rich,  willing  that  all  fhould 
be  helped  and  relieved,  who  do  not  by  their  own 
Pride,  La^inefs  and  Wickednefs  withftand  fo  great 
Love  and  Mercy.  Had  Gods  Will  been  to  commu¬ 
nicate  this  Treafure  only  to  the  Proud,  Rich  and  Co¬ 


vetous,  he  would  have  laid  isp  the  fame  in  O  and  pre¬ 
cious  Stones,  which  the  Poor  cannot  go  to  the  Price 
of,  but  behold  we  find  to  the  contrary,  that  God  hath 
been  pleafed  to  hide  this  Treafure  in  fuch  dcfpicable 
and  loathfome  Subjedts,  as  the  Rich  do  fcorn  to  med¬ 
dle  with,  by  which  means  a  Door  is  opened  to  the 
Poor,  to  obtain  that  which,  they  rejedt  and  defpife.  , 
But  to  return  to  our  Subjedf,  and  yet  further  to 
Evidence,  that  a  Metallick^Vixtuc  is  hid  in  Mans  dung, 
(tho’ it  be  not  the  trueSubjedf,  which  the  Philofophers 
point  at  in  Man  )  and  that  much  good  may  be  done 
with  it,  as  containing  a  very  glorious  and  P,  I  will 
add  this  Experiment,  lay  a  Piece  of  Silver  into  a 
Chamber-Pot,  wherein  is  Dung  and  Urine,  let  it  lye 
there  for  fome  time,  and  the  i)  will  attradf  the  ^  or 
Animal  Gold,  that  is  in  the  Dung  and  Urine,  and  be¬ 
come  colour’d  like  O,  which  is  a  fufficient  Demon ftra- 
tion,  that  the  matter  of  the  Stone  is  hid  in  thofe  Sub- 
jedts.  And  forafmuch  as  in  is  notorious,  that  ^  is 
the  Agent  and  ^  the  Patient  :  And  that  the  ^  alone 
tingeth,  and  that  0  is  only  tinged  :  Wherefore  it  be¬ 
hoves  us  to  fix  the  whereby  it  is  fitted  to  tinge 
the  5,  bind  and  fix  it  :  Which  to  bring  about,  much 
learching  has  been  in  the  World,  and  ftill  is,  tho’  for 
the  inoft  part  all  in  vain,  very  few  Seekers  going  the 
right  way,  and  therefore  mift  of  their  End,  tho’  in 
their  Search  they  have  found  many  Arts,  fome  good 
and  others  as  bad.  So  we  read,  that  one  Bartholdus 
Schwartz,  a  Benedidin  Fryar  having  found  in  an  old 
Book,  that  the  Father  of  Tindture,  may  be  fixed 
with  Saltpetre^  was  refolved  to  make  a  Tryalof  it,  but 
to  no  purpofe,  for  the  ^  and  Nitre  being  kindled  by 
the  Fire,  broke  his  VefTels,  Furnace  and  all  to  pieces, 
whence  he  took  occafion  to  conlider  further  of  the 
Matter ,  .and  invented  that  mifehievous  thing  called 
Gun-powder,  tho’  he  fail’d  of  his  fixing  of  The 
Ancient  Philofophers,  many  Ages  ago,  were  not  igno- 
!  rant  of  that  Compofition,  but  would  not  Communicate 
I  the  fame  for  Fear  of  the  abufe  thereof :  And  called  it 
a  Bafilisk^^  .becaufe  it  kills  all  things  it  looks  upon. 

;  Others  have  fet  forth  Nitre  and  ^  under  the  Notion  of 
!  a  watchful,  never  fleeping,  and  Fire-fpitting  Dragon, 

'  that  guarded  the  Golden  Fleece^  which  Jafo»  by  Mede¬ 
la  as  diredtion  and  Counfel  caft  into  a  deep  Sleep,  and  fo 
!  took  away  the  Golden  Fleece.  fignifies  diligent 

!  Study  and  Meditation,  Jafon  the  Artift,  or  Laborator, 
the 'Soporiferous  Medicine  given  to  the  Dragon,  the 
j|due  Fixation  of  the  MaWer.  Another  BencdRlin  Fry- 
,  ar,  Baftl  Valentine^  had  better  Succefs  in  fixing,^  with 
the  help  of  Nitre  -,  which  Fixation  he  hath  recorded 
in  his  Writings,  where  he  makes  Saltpetre  to  fpeak 
thus  :  ^  is  my  befi  Friend^  and  rviihal  my  greatefl  Ene¬ 
my,  but  when  we  are  duely  conjoytted,  and  made  our 
Marriage  Bed  in  HeV^  after  we  have  weV  fweat  together, 
we  caji  off  all  our  Impurities,  for  to  beget  Children  of 
Wealth  and  Riches  and  in  our  dead  Bodies  is  found  the 
gveateff  Freafure,  which  we  bequeath  by  our  lafi  Will. 
Thefe  are  the  Words  of  Baftl  Valentine,  wherein  He 
cxadlly  and  plainly  deferibes  the  true  Fixation  of 
J  fave  only  that  he  hath  not  named  the  Medicine  wherc- 
:  with  the  watchful  Dragon  is  to  be  caft  info  a  dead 
I  Sleep,  and  that  for  good  Realon,  becaufe  the  whole 
Art  and  Mafter  piece  of  fixing  with  Nitre  conitds 
therein.  And  writing  concerning  faith: 

Here  with  few  words  many  may  be  helped,  wire  it  not 
againji  God,  for  God  wills  not  that  alljhoutd  be  Rich,  and 
therefore  doth  not  give  the  Goat  as  long  a  lail,  as  to  a 
Cow,  for  fear  he  (hould  out  of  Tride  beat  out  his  ortn 
Eyes  therewith  :  For  when  a  poor  Man  grows  Rich,  it  com- 
meuly  makps  him  Vroud,  and  as  Jharp  as  a  Raz.or  :o  ethers. 

Thefe 
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Thcfc  are  the  Words  oF  Paracelfus^  wherein  he  de¬ 
clares  ^  great  Truth,  for  God  will  not. have  all.  Men 
to  be  Kich,  bccaufe  of  the  great  abuTe  of  l^iches,  which 
is  too  too  common  in  the  World.  But  to  thofe,  who 
a>e  dead  to  t!ie  Worlds  and  look  upon  Riches,  hdoney 
and  Goods,  as  t)uft  and  Smoak,  and  are  Enemies  to 
dll  fin  and  wickednefs,  tothefe  God  gives  more  than 
therrfelvcs  delire  or  wilh  lor,  becaufe  he  knows  they 
will  not  abUfc  his  Gifts.  And  fo  much  fiiall  fuffice  at 
lEis  time,  for  my  diijgn  is  not  at  prefent  to  treat 
of  the  Fixation  of  which  I  have  elfewhere  done 
at  large,  but  only  to  prove  and  make  out,  that  the 
Klatter  of  the  Philolophcrs-lione  is  to  be  found  in  all 
things  in  the  World-,  which  I  think  1  have  done  alrea* 
dy.  Will  any  makeaTryal,  arid  undertake  the  Work, 
’tis  free  for  hiiii  fo  to  do,  1  have  in  this  Difeourfe 
pointed  out  the  right  way,  tho’  I  have  not  revealed 
the  right  Matter  :  But  if  what  I  have  here  fetdown 
be  well  conlidered  of,  by  the  ingenious  Seeker,  it  can- 
hot  be  Idng  hid  from  him :  Fare w el. 
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IHayc  in  this  (hort  Treatifc  abundantly  (hewed  and 
verified,  that  in  all  Vegetables  and  Animals,  a  roi- 
tieral  Virtue  lies  hid,  which  is  able  to  Coagulate  5  in 
Conjunftion  with  O,  into  a  Metal :  And  that  I  may 
be  further  helpful  tb  the  Lovers  of  Art,  I  intend  here 
to  deliver  the  whole  manner,  and  Procefs  of  fixing  5, 
by  Excrements  and  natural  Superfluities,  to  the  end 
that  every  one,  who  readi  and  confiders  of  it,  tnay 
with  eafe  attain  tb  a  true  Tindure.  In  order  id  which, 
lam  firlt  tb  put  the  Reader  in  mind,  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  hinted,  that  as  thele  Superfluities  of  Nature,  are 
different  and  various,  fo  fome  of  them  are  better  for 
the  fixing  of  5  than  others  ;  The  bed  of  all  being, 
that  Which  Mam  brought  out  of  Paradife,  as  a  Childs 
Portion  God  had  beftowed  upon  him,  which  I  dare 
not  namc^opchly,  but  fliall  only  fet  down  here,  how 
this  Fixation  of  5  tnay  be  performed  by  means  of  the 
Superfluities  of  Animals. 

I  have,  in  the  foregoing  Di(cour(e,decIared  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Coagulating  5  tvith  the  Wool,  or  Hair  of  Ani- 
tnals,  fo  as  to  fufller  himfolf  to  be  fluxed  with  O  in  a 
firong  Fire,  without  evaporating,  only  to  (hew  the 
poflibility  of  it.  But  now  (ball  fot  down,  how  the 
(aid  Fixation  may  with  Profit  be  performed,  by  means 
of  an  Animal  Sa/t  AfrttoHiack^  For  certain  it  is,  that 
in  Man  and  all  Animals,  fucH  a  Secret  Sj/  Armoniack^is 
to  be  found,  efpccially  in  Urine,  Hair,  Claws,  Horns, 
Skins,  &c.  as  alfo  in  the  Blood,  fweat  and  (pittle  of 
Man,  which  is  of  force  to  coagulate  and  fix  Mtr- 
cury. 

^  N.  B.  The  fading  Spittle  of  Man  Coagulates  run¬ 
ning  being  dirred  about  with  a  Pedle  in  aGlafs, 
or  Stone  Mortar,  and  fo  is  made  fit  with  Hogs-grCafe 
to  be  made  into  a  Salve.  Now  after  that  common  ^ 
is  thus  Coagulated  with  fading  Spittle,  if  We  mix  it 
with  Oyl  or  Butter,  to  make  a  Salve  of  it,  we  (hall 
find  that  the  5  will  not  unite  With  the  (ame,  but  funS 
together,  and  becomes  quick  as  before,  and  only  dif¬ 
fers  it  felf  to  bejoyned  with  melted  Hogs-greafe,  but 
with  the  fat  of  no  other  Animal  whatfoever  •,  theRea- 


nity  with  Man  and  Metals.  Thus  we  find,  that  Mans 
and  Swines  Blood  have  this  Property,  that  if  the  Calx 
ot  h  be  for  fomc  time  boyled  in  either  of  them,  the 
T?  becomes  white  and  hard  like  u  the.Reafon  of 
which  the  Reader  may  be  pleafed  further' to  enquire 
into.  Mans  Urine  alfo  has  this  Nature  and  Property 
t  at  at^one  only  Sublimation  it  fo  Coagulates  that 
when  V  is  rubbed  over  with  it,it  looks  as  well  as.ifit  were 
Silvered  ipver.  And  the  fweat  of  Man  is  partaker  of  the 
lame  Property,  of  Coagulating  and  Metallizing  b,  fo 
hkewife  the  Excrements  of  Man  and  Beads,  But 
nothing  does  it  mote  readily  than  Mans  fading  Spittle 
wherefore  alfo  A Ibertus  Magnus  faith,  that  the  highe({ 
Mineral  Power  hath  its  Seat  in  the  Head  of  Man, 
and  efpecially  between  his  Teeth,  he  himfelf  having 
tound,  oblong  Grains  of  O,  between  the  Teeth  of  a 
dead  Mans  Skull  ^  *tis  very  probable,  that  the  Perfon 
to  whom  the  fame  belonged,  had  taken  §  inwardly! 
which  naturally  tending  to  the  Mouth  and  Teeth,  had 
been  fixed  there  by  tfie  Mineral  Virtue  of  the  Micro- 
cofm  into  good  o.  Now  if  we  fee  this  happen  thus 
in  the  Body  of  Man,  what  reafon  have  we  to  doubt, 
put  that  the  fame  Mineral  Virtue  may,  without  the 
Body  of  Man,  not  only  fix  5  into  good  ©.,  but  alfo 
reduce  it  to  a  true  and  pctfei^  Tincture.  Forafmuch 
then,  as  this  is  not  only  poflible,  but  certain  and  un- 
qu^ionable,!  having  wrought  it  with  mine  own  hands, 
and  kfiowing  many  other  cafie  ways,  by  means  of  the 
natural  Superfluities  of  Animals,  to  Coagulate  and  fix 
5,  I  am  the  rather  inclined  to  Communicate  the  fame 
to  the  World. 


I,  will  therefore  in  the  name  of  God,  for  the  good 
of  Mankind,  Communicate  the  way  and  ProceP.  I  my 
feif  at  fir(t  made  ufe  of  to  Coaguiate  and  that 
entirely  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End, and  very  plain¬ 
ly,  not  concealing  any  theleaft  manual  Operations.  If 
any  one  from  this  Procefs  here  fet  down,  chances,  to 
find  out  a  nearer  and  better  way,  I  fhall  be  glad  of  it, 
we  know  it  is  much  eafier,  to  correft  and  meliorate  a 
thing  already  invented,  than  to  invent  it.  What  I 
here  fet  down  my  own  hands  have  wrought,  what  I 
have  never  done  or  tryed  I  cannot  write,  but  leave  it 
fo  thofe, who  are  further  advanced  herein  than  my  felf. 


A  T  %b  C  SI 

TO  fix  by  means  of  natural  Superfluities  into  a 

true  Tindufe.  Eight  Ounces  of  Wool,  Goats 

hair,  filed  Goafs  of  Hafts-horn,  e^c.  diffolve  any  of 
thefe  in  a  flfong  Aqua  Fortis^  at  the  fame  time  diffolve, 
in  an  Aqua  For/jr, that  has  been  abftraded  from  decrepi¬ 
tated  Salt^zh  Ounce  of  fine  o  ,and  two  Ounces  of  5  in 
ebrnmon  Aqua  Fortis^  pour  all  thefe  three  Solutions  to¬ 
gether  into  aGlafs  Body,  and  abftrad  all  the  Aqud 
Fortis  from  the  ^  and  §  j  this  abftracaed  flinching  Wa- 
fef  pour  again  upon  that,  which  remains  in  the  Glafs, 
and  diftil  it  off,  repeat  this  Cohobatfon  fix  Or  feveri 
times,  and  the  5  by  this  means  will  become  united, 
and  joyned  to  the  O.  This  Conjunction  put  into  a 
Glafs  Retort,  and  with  a  ftrong  Fire  drive  the  ?  from 
the  o,  which  will  come  over  in  the  form  of  a  thick 
red  Buttef,  for  the  5  being  fo  far  fixed  with  the  ©, 
will  not  without  great  force  be  feparated  from  it,  efpe¬ 
cially  when  the  Operator  hath  made  ufe  of  a  flrong 


.  1  ,  .  ,  ^  - ■>  -  fixing  Water,  or  Menjlruum :  However,  by  the  vio- 

lon  without  doubt  is,  bccaufe  Swine  have  agreat  alfl-  'knee  of  the  Fire,  he  is  at  length  forced  to  quit  the  ©;■ 


9° 


Of  the  Animal'S  tone. 


Part  III. 


,  Scnaraiion  he  catiies  the  Soul  of  0  over  wi.h  thy  Coals  with,  anl  confumc  them,  to  which  putpofe, 
in  which  cp  Mercurial  Butter  to  be  of  thou  mayft  put  three  times  as  much  M/ire,as  thequan- 

"whkh  “w  Bu.,er  or  Wau,  be-  .i„  of  .1?,  £oals  is.  When  rhou  feeft  <ha,  ,he\,re 


is  red  hot  and  in  Flux,  then  caft  in  upon  the  Nitre  a 
piece  of  thy  Coals  as  big  as  a  Haflel  Nut,  and  the  Ni~ 
tre  will  immediately  kindle  the  ^  and  confume  it,  and 
by  this  means  fet  the  5  free  ^  for  in  the  burning  away 
of  the  the  ^  is  forced  to  leave  the  0,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  endure  fo  ftrong  a  Fulmination  :  And  ha¬ 
ving  by  means  of  the  Animal  ^,,fo  intimately  united 
with  the  0,  as  to  be  very  hardly  feparable,'but  yet  by 
the  force  of  the  Fulmen  being  fain  to  leave  it,  he  in 
he  in  his  flight  takes  the  Heart  of  ©  along  with  him, 
and  brings  it  over  in  the  form  of  a  purple  Sublimate, 
which  with  the  Oyl  of  Vitriol  (  but  much  better  by 
means  of  the  univerfal  Coagulator)  may  cafily  be  fix¬ 
ed  into  a  Tindurc.  This  throwing  of  the  Animal 
Coals  upon  the  Nitre.,  thou  malt  continue  till  all  thy 
Coals  be  confumed,  and  fo  thou  wilt  obtain  a  5  im¬ 
pregnate,  and  tinged  with  the  Soul  of  ©,  and  the 
0  remains  of  a  white  Colour,  being  difanimated  by 
the  Nitre. 

N.  B,  As  oft  as  you  caft  a  piece  of  your  Coals  into 
the  VelTel  where  the  Nttre  in  Flux  is,  you  mufl  im¬ 
mediately  clap  on  the  Head  again,  that  the  0  may  not 
fly  away,  but  be  caught  therein.  For  the  faid  ^  is  a 
great  Trcafure,  and  may  eafily  be  fixed  into  a  fufible 
Tindure.  Thus  you  have  the  whole  Procefs,  how 
by  means  of  Animal  fuperfluitics  1  ha^e  handled  5  with 
0,  and  what  hath  been  the  Succefs  of  it  :  He  who 
(hall  venture  to  fet  upon  this  Work  and  finilh  it,  will 
find,  much  more  than  I  durft  fet  down  here. 

The  neareft  and  eafieft  way  to  fix  thefe  Salary 
Mercurial  Animal  Coals  into  a  Tindure,  according  to 
my  Judgment  is,  Firft  to  fix  the  faid  Coals,  by  means 
of  a  Fixative  Sal  Mirabile  ;  Or  dfe,tomix  them  with 
a  Volatilizing  Sal  Mirabile.,  and  by  Retort  diftil  from 
them  a  good  graduating  Water  y  we  may  alfo  add  to 
thefe  Animal  Coals  fuch  a  Fixative  Water,  as  is  em¬ 
ployed  to  kill  and  fix  the  watchful  Dtagon  or  Bafilis^ 
Every  one  may  choofe  of  thefe  feveral  ways,  what 
pleafeth  beft  :  And  if  any  thing  by  reafon  of  the  (hort- 
nefs  of  time  hath  been  omitted  here,,  the  fame  will 
be  difcovered  to  the  Laborator  in  his  Work,  if  God 
does  not  hinder  it,  whofe  Bleffing  is  all  in  all.  "Ihomaf 


ing  redified  doth  dilTolve  O,  and  with  it  may  be  fix¬ 
ed  into  a  tixie  Tindure. 

N-,  -B.  This  Solar  Butter  may  be  another  way  with¬ 
out  ©be  fixed  into  a  Tindure,  notncceffary  to  be  fet 
down  here.  He  that  hath  a  Lifl  to  the  work  tnay  be¬ 
gin  with  the  Fixation,  that  is  performed  with  the  help 
of  O  The  ©  and  5  that  remains  in  the  Retort,  may 
be  recovered,  as  follow's  hereafter  i  for  certain  it  is,  that 
much  of:  the  g  in  this  Operation  continues  with  the©, 
the  Violence  of  the  Fire^having  been  unable  to  feparate 

ft,  tho’  it'may  indeed  be  done  another  wav,  whereby 

we  are  e^erimebtaliy^  dlTbr^d ,  that  Animals  have 
pnwer'fo  tO  bind  thd  winded  Youngfter,  as  to  fix  him 
with  0  info  perfed  Tiitdure,  which  Fixation  would 
be  cafie,  if  the  Horns  and  Hair  of  Animals 
for  the-morf  partdurn.to  Coals,  which  do  much  hin¬ 
der  Fiiaii^’,:  Forvvhen  the  Solar  Butter  is  by  the 
(bred  Fife  driven  from  thdf  G,  the  Coals  of  the^air 
flay  beifind  with  the  Fire  of  ©  and  5  ;  Which  Coals 
may  FithW^like  other  Cdals,  by  means  of  our  wonder- 
be  fixed  '  into  Tindure,  for  the  © 
fixed  g  d3not  hinder,,  but  rather  further  ahd  help 
fixation  :  Or  clfe,  we  tnay  Joyn  to  thefe  ^ 

Proportion  of  go6d  Nitre,  drid  fo  make  of  them  the 
always  watchful,  and  Fire-fpitting  Dragon,  |nd  with 
the  help  of  4'he  Narcoiick  ^  of  S  and  ^  caft  him  in 
to  a  dead  Sleep,  kill  and  fix  him  into  Tindure  For  We 
muft  know,  that  this  Animal^  is  incomparably  better, 
than  any  Mineral  or  Vegetable  ^  of  Stone,  or  Wood- 
Coal.  Or  elfe  with  the  helj)  of  a  fulminating  Pow¬ 
der  ,  we  may  feparate  the^half  fi.^t  from  the  ha^lf 
difanimated  G,  by  which  meatis  the  Nitre  kindles  the 
Animal  ^  an^  confumes  it,  and  then  the  9  being  freed 
from^  the  Bands  of  ^  muft  come  over,  carrying  over 
v^ith  it  the  yet  remaining  Soul  or  Tind^ure  of  0, 
which  the  y  in  the  Preparation  of  the  Solar  Butter 
did  not  brifig  over  :  Thus  the  0  becomes  more  difa- 
nimated,and  the  y  C  which  comes  over  of  a  fair  Pur¬ 
ple  Colour)  becomes  the  more  richly  animated, which 
Purple  coloured  y  impregnate  with  the  Soul  of  0,  may 
cither  by  it  felf,  be  fixed  into  Tindure,  oj  we  may 

extrad  the  Tindure^with  Treafure  in  Vh\{kk.  inquinas  had  the’ Art  in  twenty  four  hours  time,  to 

Ifirwlthr,  wcIfeM  iX  .0  «xlpr’pare  an  univerfal  Medicine  ftom  na.u.al  Superflui- 
But  the  ^  imoreenate  with  ©  and  y  like  ties  alone,  without  any  Addition  of  G  or  y,  without 

J,^her  wTd  CMl  into  a  tinging  Carbuncle.  ‘  I  Charges,  Labour  or  Trouble  ,  vaiehout  breaking  of 

This  wonderful  sfit  muft  be  prepared  of  Glafles.  and  without  taking  in  any  loa.hfome  Smells. 

So  likewife  Avicenna.,  Alhertus  Mi^nunKhafisy  Petrus 
BonuSy  Joannes  Lancinius  Kupefctjfay  had  a  much  nea.^ 
rer  and  (hotter  way,  than  here  we  have  deferibed^  as 
appears  abu*dantly  by  their  Writings.  Thefe  Au¬ 
thors  took  their  Subjed  and  putrified  it  in  Horfe- 
dung,  and  then  with  the  Element  of  Fire,  they  fixed 
the  y  with  the  ©  into  a  Tindure,  in  which  Labour 
they  were  much  troubled  with  the  loathfbme  fmcll 
of  the  Matter.  Morienus  tells  us ,  that  the  Matter 
when  in  Putrefadion,  fends  forth  a  ftinck  like  to  that 
which  proceeds  from  Graves,  for  indeed  there  is  no¬ 
thing  in  Man,  which  doth  not  frink  extreamly,  when 
brought  to  Solution  or  Putrefadion.  When  we  dif- 
folve  thefe  Animal  Matters  with  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  this 
ftink  is  not  fo  great,  as  when  they  are  diffolved  with 
ylqua  Fortis,  the  fame  alfo  may  be  faid  of  Spirit  of 
Salty  when  ©,  y  and  Wool  are  diffolved  in  the  fame, 
and  befides  doth  more  Volatilize  the  ©  in  order  to  Sub¬ 
limation,  or  Fulmination  than  Aqtto  Fonts  doth.  If 


ff..B.,,This  wondctful  Suft  ^  . 

Ovlof  Vimd  and  Wire.  This  is  the  way  I  have  fol¬ 
lowed  toCbagulate  V  wi(h,0,  by  means  of  Animal 
Slipetflulties.,  I  mull  own  that  it  is  a  erpubleforoe 
W'oik  efpccially  becaufe  of  the  Stincks,  one  isobli- 
ecd  to’take  ii.  Some  Philofophcrs  indeed  make  men. 
fion  of.  a  nearer  and  caller  way  to  obtain  an  Un.ver- 
f,l  Mefctne  fiom  Aninhals  :  Wherefore  he  that  doth 
no.  like  the  Procefs,  may  M  for  a  better,  which  if 
he  chanccih  to  light  on,  he  has  reafon  to  blefs  God 
therefore,  whofe  Gift  alone  it  is. 


M  F  RO  C  E  S  S,  To  Sublime  the  Coals  of  Sol,  Mer¬ 
cury  and  Animal  Sni^hnx  into  Purple  coloured  Flo- 
with  the  kelp  of  a  fulrninamg  Powder. 


K>ers . 


SE  T  a  well  luted  Glafs,  or  earthen  Body  tn  a  fub- 
liming  Furnace  till  it  be  red  hot,  then  caft 
much  Nitre  as  you  think  will  be  fuffictient  to  kindle 


Part  IIL 


Of  the  Animal-Stone^ 


inftead  of  the  Common  ^  we  take  a  ^  of  j  for  this 
Work,  it  will  in  Fulmination  carry  more  of  the  Tin- 
<fture  of  O  over,  and  the  purple  Flowers  proceeding 
thence,  are  much  more  readily  fixed  by  the  univerfal 
Coagulator,  than  thofe  that  are  made  with  the  Corn- 
mon 

What  this  univerfal  Coagulator  is,  1  have  elfewhete 
declared,  the  great  ufe  of  it  is  very  evident,  in  that 
volatile  Tin(9ures  can  hardly  be  fixed  without  it :  For 
this  Coagulator  makes  all  volatile  Corrofive  Metalline 
Spirits  fix  fo  as  to  be  able  to  endure  the  Fire,  which 
without  it  require  a  long  time.  And  therefore,  he 
who  doth  not  know  it,  or  the  ufe  of  it,  mult  needs 
find  the  fixing  of  volatile  vSpirits  very  tedious  and 
uoublefome,  whereas  thofe  that  know  the  ufe  of  it, 
may  perform  more  as  to  the  fixing  of  1  indtures  in 
three  days  time,  than  others  without  it  can  do  in  a 
whole  Year.'  For  there  is  nothing  in  Nature  fo  Vo 
latile,  which  this  Coagulator  doth  not  fix,  as  ‘Turba 
teftifies,  faying  that  if  God  had  not  created  our  Sal 
Armoniack.^  all  Chymical  Labour  would  be  in  vain. 
Which  indeed  is  the  very  Truth  ;  For  without  a  good 
Sal  Armoniack^  it  is  impoflible  to  extract  the  Tin¬ 
ctures  from  Metals  and  Stones,  or  topurifieand  fub 
tilize  them  to  the  highicdf  Degree  »  and  without  pre- 
ceeding  Subtilizing,  th'ere  can  be  no  ingrefs  into  corn- 
pat^  Bodies  :  For  the  more  that  any  1  indureis  Sub¬ 
tiliz’d  and  Volatiliz’d,  the  more  readily,  after  Fixati¬ 
on,  dofh  it  enter  all  hard  and  compaCt  Bodies.  Where¬ 
fore  if  God  had  mot '  created  this  Coagulator,  thefe 
volatile  Tindures,  how  high  foever  they  might  be  in 
Cobur,  would  be  of  no  ufe  for  the  Tranfmutation  of 
Metals.  Thus  we  find,  that  in  Akhimy  thefe  two 
principal  Keys  are  extremely  necelTary :  The  firft  opens, 
makes  Volatile,  and  Purifies  and  gives  Ingrefs  i  the 
other  binds  and  fixeth  the  Volatile,  fo  as  to  make  it 
endure  the  Fire,  without  which  Fixation  all  Volatiliza¬ 
tion  is  in  vaiu.  O  the  Pains  that  I  have  formerly  ta¬ 
ken  for  to  fix  9,  O,  $  and  other  fuefi  like  Volatile 
Metalline  Spirits,  whereas  now  it  is  molf  cafie  for  me 
to  do  all  this, and  much  more,  with  the  help  of  my  uni¬ 
verfal  Coagulator ,  the  knowlfedge'  and  difeovery  of 
which  mufi  be  fetched  frorti  -the  Principal  Agent,  or 
fecret  Fire  of  the  Wife  Meri.  i  ‘ 

I  cannot  upon  this  occafion  pafs  by  difeovering  ano¬ 
ther  Property  that  is  found  in  our  Animal  Subjed,  viz. 
that  it  can  in  one  diftillation  refolvc  all  Metals,  none 
excepted,  into  a  running  Mercury^  which  is  a  thing 
very  wonderful, that  fixt  Gold  and  Silver  Ihould  be  fo 
eafily  reducible  to  Volatile  Uerairy^  feeing  their  Bo¬ 
dies  are  by  nature  kept  in  fuch  ftrong  bands.  Of 
which  ReduClion  of  Metals  to  quick  Mercury.^  no 
Perfon  hath  writ  more  clearly  than  Ba^d  Valentine, 
The  Ancient  Philofophers  have  indeed  writ  much  con¬ 
cerning  the  volatilizing  of  fixt  Metals,  but  did  never 
declare,  that,  by  this  Volatilization,  they  underftood 
a  redudion  of  them  to  running  Mercury^  for  which 
reafon  this  Art  alfo  hath  been  fo  little  known.  The 
Ancient  Philofophers  have  recommended  this  volati- 
I  lizing  and  fixing  of  Metals  to  us  in  thefe  following 
I  Veifes. 

1 

Fixum  ft  folvasifaciafcjue  votare  folutur». 

Et  volucrem  faciet  te  vivere  tutum* 

r» 

i  Diflblve  the  fixt, and  make  it  then  fo  fly, 

:  And  fix  the  Fledge,  and  thou  (halt  dwell  on  high. 

I  With  thefe  few  words  the  Philofophers  have  de¬ 
clared  their  whole  Work,  but  without  any  further 


explaining  of  them  y  fo  that  the  manner  of  edmpeh- 
dioufly  volatilizing  and  fixing  of  Metals  has  been  left: 
in  the  dark.  But  becaufe  the  end  of  this  wicked 
World  draws  nigh,  God  is  pleafed  to  reveal  thefe  Se¬ 
crets  to  fome  of  his  Chofen,  which  Talent  mercifully 
beftowed  upon  me,  that  I  might  not  be  guilty  of  con¬ 
cealing,  I  have  in  the  Seventh  Part  of  my  Profperityof 
Germany  at  large  fet  down  the  way  to  Meliorate  (he 
meaner  Metals,  with  the  help  of  Animal  Salt  Spirits, 
and  that  fo  plainly,  that  every  one  may  underftand  it, 
and  the  Poor  ( if  they  will  put  their  hands  to  the 
Work)  may  have  abundantly  wherewith  to  maintairi 
themfelves. 

Moreover  thefe  Superfluities  of  Nature  are  endued 
with  this  power  and  property,  that  in  one  days  time 
they  can  deflroy  fixt  Gold,  that  relifls  all  the  Elements^ 
fo  as  to  be  no  more  Sol,  but  will  fuffer  it  felf  to  be 
melted  into  a  green  fulible  Stone,  which  is  of  won¬ 
derful  force  and  virtue  in  all  Metallick  Operations,  df 
which  it  is  not  needful  to  fpeak  more  at  preferit.  If 
God  thinks  fit  to  beftow  this  Green  Stone  upon  thee, 
he  will  not  fuffer  thee  to  be  ignorant  what  ufe  maybe 
made  of  it.  I  cannot,  upon  this  occafion,  but  com- 
muuicate  fomething  that  is  very  wonderful.  As  I  was 
on  a  iime  melting  fome  of  this  Green  Stone  in  a  Cru¬ 
cible,  it  happened  to  run  through  the  Crucible  into  the 
Furnace,  where  fome  Silver  was  run  out  a  little  be¬ 
fore,  with  which  the  Green  Lion  joyn’d  himHelf  *, 
and  when  I  came  by  fufion  to  feparate  my  Luna  from 
the  Green  Sol  Stone,  or  my  dcltroyed  Sol.  I  found 
that  my  Green  Stone  had  never  been  throughly  united 
with  my  Lun^,  the  Stone  continuing  ftill  green  with¬ 
out  any  the  leaft  alteration,  but  my  Luna  was  become 
^  black  and  brittle  like  Antimony^  and  went  away  upoil 
the  Cupel.  Now,  what  more  wonderful  change  can 
be  imagin’d  than  to  fee  white  fixt  changed  into 
black  volatile  Lead  ?  Upon  occafion  of  this  wohderfui 
Tranfmutation  one  of  the  Philofophers  cries  out,  as 
ftruck  with  admiration  i  Nunquid  Natura  Retrograda  ? 
What  is  Nature  then  turn’d  Retrograde  ?  Mind  well 
this  point,  confider  of  it,  and  you  will  difeOver  won* 
ders  V  for  when  Sol  is  fo  far  deftroyed ‘as:  to“be  no 
longer  Sol^  then  the  greateft  wonders  may  be  accom* 
plifla’d  by  it.'^  Yet  know,  that  it  is  np  ea(ie  matter  fo* 
to  deflroy  Sol,  that  it  (ball  be  Sol  no  more  *,  the  An¬ 
cient  Philofophers  unanimoufly  declaring,  than  it  is 
eafier  to  make  Gold,  than  to  deflroy  it. 

N.  B.  This  Green  Gold-Scone  being  kept  for  (bme 
time  in  the  Fire,becomes  changed  to  a  red  colour,which. 
is  alfo  of  great  ufe,  he  who  defires  to  know  more  of 
it,  may  feek  for  it,  as  rny  felf  and  others  have  been  fain 
to  do. 

N.  The  of  the  greater  Wotld  (I mean  Com¬ 
mon  Salt)  changeth  the  Metals  that  lie  in  it  for  i 
long  time,  into  a  hard  Stone,  as  appears  from  this  in- 
flance  •,  Some  Filhermen  here  in  Holland  lately  took 
up  from  the  bottom  of  the  Sea  fomf  Blocks  of 
Enghjh  Tin,  whofe  outfide  was  turn’d%to  perfedf 
Stone,  the  inmoft  part  of  them  flill  remaining  Tin  5 
who  knows,  how  many  hundred  years  this  Tin  had 
lain  at  the  bottom  of  the  Sea,  before  this  change  was 
made  h  but  if  the  Sea  Salt  of  the  greater  World  can 
perform  this  in  a  long  time,  the  Sea  Salt  of  the  lefler 
World  cal)  deflroy  Metals  in  a  very  (hort  time,  for  our 
Animal  Salt  can  do  more  in  a  few  hours  time,  than  th6 
Sc^  Salt  of  the  Macrocofme  can  do  in  an  100  years. 

Wherefore  f  recommend  to  the  Lovers  of  this  Art 
to  fludy  the  nature  of  Salts  znd  their  ufe,  if  they  in¬ 
tend  to  perform  any  thing  Extraordinary  cither  in 
Phyfick  or  Alchimy. 

Ni  Bi  Tlb(i 
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AT.  A.  The  Suit  oV  the  Microcofme  hath'alfo  this 
property,  that  when  it  is  put  into  Aquu  Fortii  it  not 
on'y  di'Tc^lves  Sul  but  Lunct  alfoj  and  is  an  excellent 
way  to  extra  T  the  Gold  and  Silver  that  is  in  Sand  and 
Scones,  concerning  which  Extraction  I  treat  at  large 
in  the  Seventh  Part  of  the  Profperity  of  Germany. 

N.  B.  Another  virtue  of  this  IViicrocofmical  S^lt  is, 
that  it  extracts  the  Tinfture  of  Gold,  and  leaves  the 
Body  thereof  white.  And  if  we  afterwards  take  this 
impregnate  Salt,  and  extraeft  the  TinfSure  of  Gold 
from  it  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  burn  away  the  faid 
Spirit  under  a  Refrigeratory  Helm  or  Head,  then  the 
Celeftia!  Salt,  or  the  Water  of  Life  of  the  Philofo- 
phers,  will  be  conveyed  into  the  Glafs  Receivers,  and 
is  very  fweet  and  pleafant,  but  withal  fo  fubtil  and 
volatile,  that  the  Air  attradsand  fnatcheth  it  away,  if 
it  be  not  immediately  pour’d  out  of  the  recipients, 
an  d  carefully  kept  in  a  clofe  ftopt  Glafs. 

N.  B.  At  the  bottom  of  the  Cup  or  Difh  wherein 
the  Spirit  of  Wine,  -impregnate  with  the  TinCture  of 
Gold,  hath  been  "kindled  and  burnt  away,  you  will 
find  the  Tindure  of  Gold  in  the  form  of  a  Blood-red, 
pleafant,  fragrant,  Aromatical  Oil,  which  is  true  li¬ 
ving  Sol,  and  never  (lands  (lill,  but  is  in  continual 
motion,  perpetually  changing  from  one  form  to  ano¬ 
ther.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  true  living  Sol  of  the  Phi- 
lofophers,  which  by  Art  is  made  of  Common  Gold, 
that  is  dead,  which  Living  Philofophick  Gold,  fra¬ 
grant  Dragons  Blood,  Incombuftible  Oil,  and  true 
Potable  Gold  is  without  doubt  the  higheft  Medicin 
that  is  in  the  World. 

N  B.  In  the  forefaid  manner  we  may  alfo  extraCf 
the  rinClures  from  iFlars  and  Venm,  as  alfo  from 
timony  acd  Sulphur,  and  with  the  afliftanceof  the  flame 
of  Spblt  of  Wine  maturate  them  into  mod  lovely,  fra- 
grap',  incombuftible  TinCfures.  For  by  means  of  our 
T  icrocofrnical  Saltii]  Metals  and  Minerals  may  be  re- 
S  -c’d  o  Potibility,  without  the  help  of  any  Corro- 
f)V<  in  which  (late  they  are  the  moft  powerful  Medi- 
caiiicnts  imaginable,  to  which  the  very  beft  Remedies 
of  the  Galcnifts  are  not  in  the  lead  to  be  compared. 
But  no  Man  ever  attained  thefe  Secrets  that  was  afraid 
to  fmut  his  Hands  with  Coals,  or  that  was  not  earned 
in  his  Prayers  to  God  for  the  difeovery  of  thefe  won¬ 
ders  ,  their  Silk  Clothes,  Velvet  Coats,  Artificiali 
Cant,  and  vain  Aiidotelical  Philofophy,  cannot  pro^  > 


duce  any  fuch  effeds,  but  the  Fire  alone  which  is  the  I 

effeder  and  difplaycr  of  Wonders.  Wherefore  no  -I 

Man  can  cotne  to  be  a  true  Philolbpher  fave  only  by 
Fire, ^  which  alone  hath  the  power  to  remo  ve  that  which  k 

is  evil,  and  to  manifed  and  bring  to  light  the  inward  V 
concealed  Good,  which  is  true  in  an  Earthly  as  well  as 
Heavenly  fenfe.  I  repeat  it  onCe  more,  that  he,  who- 
doth  not  know  Fire,  and  its  hidden  Divine  Virtue  and 
Operation ,  is  a  pitiful  Philofopher,  ^nd  doth  not  at  ' 
all  deferve  that  Title,  for  the  Light  is  hid  from  him  "  ' 
and  confequently  all  Nature  appears  vail’d  and  dark 
to  him  which  matter  I  have  treated  of  at  large  in  my 
Celeftial  and  Ferrefirial  Purgatory.  ^ 

Befidcs  all  that  hath  been  faid  already,  many  other 
great,  yea  incredible,  things  may  be  performed  with 
the  help  of  Animal  Excrements  and  Superfluities  and  * 
in  particular  the  extraction  of  Silver  and  Gold  out  of 
Sand;  Stone  arid  Poor  Oar,  that  is  not  worth  the 
melting,  as  (hall  be  at  large  declared  in  the  Seventh  ' 
Fart  of  my  Profperity  of  Germany, 

It  may  be  faid  with  truth,  that  never  yet  did  any 
Man  find  out  all  the  Virtues  that  are  contained  in  thefe 
Superfluities  of  Nature,  they  being  indeed  greater  tt- 
than  Can  be  believed,  which  is  the  reafon,  why  the  Phi- 
lofopheis  would  never  call  thefe  contemptible  and; 
loathfom  SubjeCts  by  their  own  names,  but  have  co¬ 
vered  and  concealed  them  under  Metaphors  and  Alle¬ 
gories,  that  the  great  fecrets  contained  in  them  might 
not  be  proftituted  to  the  Proud  unworthy  World. 

I  do  intend,  God  willing,  with  the  firft  occafion  to 
treat  more  at  large  concerning  the-  nature  and  ufe  of 
thefe  Animal  Superfluities  in  the  Seventh  Part  of  tho  * 
Profperity  of  Germany,  whtve  I  (hall,  amongft  other 
things,  demonffrate,  that  thefe  Superfluities  of  Nature» 

:  are  not. only  able  to  exalt  Sol  and  Luna  in  their  colours 
j  but  alfo  to  augment  them  to  infinity  in  quantity  and 
i  quality  ;  Khali  alfo  plainly  difeover  the  way,  how  from 
;  Sand  and  Stone  and  the  meaneft  of  Metals,  Gold  and 
I  Silver  may  be  extraded,  fo  that  every  one,  that  is  but 
little  acquainted  with  the  managing  of  Fire,  (nay,  with 
little  charges  in  his  own  Houfe,  entertain  and  keep  go¬ 
ing  a  profitable  and  dch  Mine  of  Gold  and  Silver,  for 
I  the  comfortable  fupport  of  himfelf  and  family,  to 
which  God  be  pleafed  to  grant  his  Grace  and  Blefting» 

Arnetts  * 
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In  which  P,  with  the  Addition  of  i,  2,  or  3,  fignifies  the 

•  firft)  fecond,  or  third  Part  5  a  the  firft  Column  of  the  Page,  b  the  fecond 
Column  5  and  where  neither  a  nor  b  occurs  to  the  iiuiiiber  of  the  page, 
the  matta'  is  obvious  in  that  page  by  the  Contents,  or  otherwife  by  the 
matter  being  treated  of  in  all,  or  the  greateft  part  of  the  page. 


ACetum  of  Vhilofo'pherSf  like  to  their  Sal-Armo- 
niack,  both  having  their  nfe  from  Common 
Salt,  Part  page  b. 

Adam  brought  the  firft  matter  of  the  Thtlofopher  j  Stone 
out  of  Paradffe,  and  again  carried  it  to  bis  Grave, 
P.  1.  7^.  b.  Divers  particular  Tranfmutations  of 
Metals,  by  the  help  of  this  Microcofmical  fubje^. 

Aurum  Fulminans  to  prepare,  P.  i.  b.  ^  Being  fi- 
.  red  upon  a  Plate  of  Metal,  tingeth  it  fo  that  it  will 
Me  the  Touchfone,  75*  b.  How  to  take  away  its 

fulminating  (juahty,  6.  h.  P.  ^  59- 

Aurum  Diaphoreticum  to  prepare,  P.  i.  Its  UJe 

and  Vertues,  ;86.  a.  r  i  ■  n  i  i  r  r» 

Air  hmdereth  the  fixation  of  any  fubjebl  by  the  fire,  P.  i. 

what,  its  Agents  are  Fire  and  Salt,  P.  2. 

Alcahefttorrr^i  all  poyfonous  V igitables.  Animals,  and 
Minerals,  P.  I.  Io8.  Its  Vertues  in  Metallicks,  llo. 
Its  Preparation,  1 55.  It^Hfe,  !^.  165.  It  jfJJolvej 
all  Stones,  and  even  the  very  GlaJJes  in  which  Soluti¬ 
ons  are  made,  P-  2.  loi.  b. 

Ailom  its  moijl  fire  to  prepare,  P.  2.  b. 

Amber  to  purifie  by  difiillation,  and  again  to  congeal  it 

hi,i  Umt,  V  64.  a  Pi.  74  a. 

Aurum  Mofaicum  or  Mafieum  to  prepare  joi  Limners, 

Anim^  of  Vegitables  commended  to  Phyfictans,  P.  i. 
I  q  I  a  being  conioyned  with  the  Ante  of  Minerals, 
are  an  'exceUent  Medicine,  ibid.  They  are  the  Rays  of 

the  Sun  coagulated,  ibid.  ,  r  t  j  1 

hxfmts  of  Antimony  and  Gold,  rubefielMnc,  and  make 

*  it  a  Tf injure,  P.2-  69.  a. 

iiTV[tU3Lof  Gold  to  extralf ,  P.  I-  204-  -  t  ,7, 

Animals  poyfonous  to  prepare  into  good  Medicines  by  the 
Univerjal  Menftruum,  P.  2.  97.  10 1- 
Antidote  againfl  Poyfon,  P.  2.  25- 
Antimony  well  prepared  is  never  given  m  vain  . 
Pi  42  a  How  to  prepare  it  to  purge  onely  down- 
Oj^ard Its  fuperfiuous  Sulphur  to  feparate  7«. 
Jmimony  by  long  digefiion,  much  of  it  becometh  Goid, 
^3  b  Antmonial  Wm  or  to  prepare  of  ex¬ 


cellent  Vertues,  P.i.42.  b.  45.  a.  Anttmonial  Cup,  its 
Preparation  and  Ufe,  92,  93.  Antimonial  Flowers, 
Fmetick  and  Diaphoretick  to  prepare,  8.  a.  1 05,  A 
Uni verfal  Medicine  prepared  of  them,  106.  Its  Ver¬ 
tues,  Ufe  and  Dofe,  Antimonial  Flowers  how  re- 
_ duced  into  Regulus  with  its  Ufes,  I lo.  III.  Anti- 
monial  Clyflus  to  prepare,  296.  Regulus  of  Anti¬ 
mony  to  prepare,  78.  a.  Antimony  reduced  into  a  red 
Oyl  or  Panacaea  without  difiillation,  44.  a.  Antimo¬ 
ny  or  Sulphur  fo  to  ripen  that  they  may  acquire  O- 
dours  like  Vegitables,  51.  Antimony  contains  much 
fpiritual  Gold,  P.  3.  4?* 

Antimonial  Sulphur  to  feparate  from  its  Mercury,  and 
to  make  its  Mercury  into  a  Panacaea  for  the  curing  of 
all  difeafes,  P.  2.  28.  Antimonial  Purge  in  all  grie¬ 
vous  difeafes,  to  prepare,  Antimonial  V2X\ZC2i3., 

>  its  Preparation  and  Ufe,  107.  a.  Hifiory  of  a  won¬ 
der  full  Cure  wrought  by  it  upon  a  Child,  109.  b.  It  is 
a  true  Remedy  againfi  the  Scurvy  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  1 10.  b.  A  Chyrurgeon  on  Ship-board  or  in 
a  Camp  may  cure  and  preferve  more  Men  with  one 
Jingle  Ounce  of  this  Panacaea  than  with  a  large  Chefi 
of  Common  Medicines,  ibid.  Golden  Panacea  of  An¬ 
timony  how  prepared,  133.  b.  Of  Antimony  and 
Silver,  a  good  Medicine  to  prepare,  ibid.  Antimony, 
Aifnick,  and  Orpiment,  as  alfo  the  Sulphur  of  V tgi- 
tables  to  fix  by  Lutum  Sapientiae,  167.  Antimonial 
Emeticks,  to  make  work  downwards  onely,  P.  %. 
6j.  b. 

Apoplexy  cured  by  the  volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  P.  r. 
I?-  b, 

Aurum  Potabile,  its  Preparation,V irtues,  and  Ufe,  P- 
97v  9^>  99'  Authoufs  white  Aurum  Potabile 
exceeds  the  former,  P.  2.  135'  How  prepared, [hid, 
b.  P.  I.  219.  His  Defence  of  his  true  Aurum  Pota¬ 
bile,  P.  I.  243,  244.  Its  Nature,  Form,  Properties, 
and  admirable  Vertues,  208.  Experiment  of  its  power 
in  promoting  the  growth  ofV igitables,  209.  Defcrip- 
tion  of  its  outward  form,  2II.  b.  It  tranfmutes  Com" 
mon  Mercury,  and  other  Metals,  into  Gold  both  by  the 
dry  and  wet  way,  211,212.  It  tingeth  Sand  into 
Gold  2 1 6.  b.  Its  Vertues  and  Ufe  in-  Medicine,  2 1 3 , 
2i8.’b.  It  Gildeth  Silver  by  the  help  of  Argentuive, 
245  a.  It  change! h  Mercury  fublimate  into  a  Red 
Powder,  gently  purgative  and  Diaphoretick,  243-  b. 

'  ^  A  a  Hmp 
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How  with  Aurum  Potabile  to  make  a  Ruby  or  Hya¬ 
cinth,  P.  r.  117.  b.  How  to  change  the  Colour  of 

this  knXMmVoi2M\\Q  from  white  to  red,  ^lo. 

Another  Aurum  Potabile  to  prepare,  P.  2-  167. 

Aqua  Fortis  to  prepare,  P.  i-  2'9*  differs  little  or 
nothing  from  Spirit  of  Niter,  19.  h. 

Aqua  Regia  to  prepare,  1^.  b.  Aqua  Fortis  and  Aqua 
Regis  to  prepare  in  plenty  for  the  dijjolving  of  Metals, 
P.  13,  14.  66.  a.  P.  r.  415»  426.  Aqua  Fords 
at  one  di f  iliation  transmutes  half  its  weight  of  Com¬ 
mon  Salt  into  S alt-pet er,  P.I.4^5*f*' 

'A  Golden  Aqua  Vitae  to  prepare,  the  like  ne’ver  defcri- 
bedbyany,  P.  l.  150. 

A.qua  Altaberis  of  Paracelfus  fixeth  and  ruhefieth  all 
white  Mercuries,  190.  b.  Yidmont  erred  in  taking 
it  to  be  the  water  of  Whites  of  Eggs,  ibid. 

Arcanums  to  difco'ver  is  <very  injurious,  148, 190* 

Arfnick  Orpiment  to  fix,  161.  When  fixed  they 
tinge  Copper  white  like  Silver,  ibid.  Arlhick  its  ni¬ 
trosis  Spirit  to  prepare,  P.  !•  ^o.  It graduateth  Cop¬ 
per  white  as  Silver,  and  malleable,  ibid.  Arfenical 
cjuality  taken  away  from  Mineral  Oyls  by  Spirit  of 
Salt,  P.  2.  Ifl.  £U 

Arms  and  Armour  to  prejerve  from  Rufi,  P.  l.  182. 

Of  Arfnick,  319,  320. 

Artificers,  as  Engravers,  Painters,  Dyers,  Statuaries^, 
and  many  others,  may  be  benefited  by  the  Authour  s 
Labours, 

The  Aftral  Beams  penetrate  to  the  Center  of  the  Earth, 
and  what  they  operate,  1 17.  How  they  beget  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Fire  of  the  Earth,  1 19.  b.  Aftrums  of  the  Me¬ 
tals,  what,  367.  b. 

The  Authour  was  fo  renovated  in  his  old  Age,  as  to 
have  new  black  curl'd  Hair,  by  the  taking  a  fmall 
quantity  of  a  certain  Tinbture,  P.  2.  204.  3.  He 
complains  that  his  Writings  and  Secrets  brought  him 
many  troubles,  P.  I.  170.  b.  172.  b.  He  never  gain¬ 
ed  one  halfpeny  by  his  Writings,  P.  2.  186.  a.  He 
hath  bi^rrowed  nothing  from  other  Writers,  hut  hath 
attained  all  bis  Secrets  by  his  own  Labours,  71»  3» 
He  wajied  fame  pounds  of  Gold  unprofitahly  in  his 
younger  years,  in  fee  king  for  a  Tmbture,  and  finding  a 
fafer  way  for  others,  P.  3.  12.  a.  He  was  wronged 
by  his  Servants  and  Courtiers,  P.  2.  148.  b. 

The  Authour’j  opinion  that  the  Stone  of  Philofophers  may 
be  made  of  Common  Salt,  P.  I.  269.  a.  He  fowed 
Gram  in  bare  Sand,  and  had  it  fooner  ripe,  than  the 
fame  fowed  in  good  Earth,  388.  a.  He  had  a  Patent 
from  the  States  of  Holland  for  the  improving  of  bar¬ 
ren  Land,  ibid.  He  laments  his  being  too  liberal  in 
the  communicating  of  Secrets,  223.  a.  His  being  Ca¬ 
lumniated,  bath  been  the  occafion  of  his  more  open  pub- 
lijhing  of  his  Secrets,  210.  b. 

The  Authour’^  account  in  what  order  he  puhlifhed  many 
of  his  Works,  248.  a. 

Of  Azoth  and  Laton,  or  the  Agent  and  Patient  of  Phi¬ 
lofophers,  P.  I.  396.  The  Authour  attaining  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  Agent  or  Secret  Fire  of  the  Wife, 
laid  afide  Furnaces^  Glajfes,  and  Coals,  P.  3.  6l. 
a.  62.  ' 

B 

B Akers  or  Brewers,  how  they  may  fnpply  the  want  of 
Tefi  or  Barm,  P.  I.  182. 

A  Mineral  Balfam  of  Sulphur  of  exceeding  great  Vertues, 
P.2.  126.  b. 

Bal^m  of  Rofes,  and  other  Vegitables,  confifiing  of  their 
three  Principles  purified  and  again ^conjoyned,  P.  I. 

60,61.  a* 
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Barrennefs  in  Men  or  Women  to  cure,  P.1.266,  a. 

Baths  of  Common  water  63.  Of  Sulphur  65.  Of  the  Dry 
Bath  or  Sweating  Chair,  ibid.  Whence  the  heat  of  na¬ 
tural  hot  Baths  arifeth,  P.2.  1 14.  b. 

An  efficacious  Bath  for  the  curing  of  many  difeafes,  P.  I, 
189.  b. 

Of  the  Beetle  or  Scarabaeus,  the  horned  and  Bull-like,  al- 
fo  the  round  or  Globular,  their  Signature,  Properties, 
and  Medicinal  Vertues,  Hens  feeding  on  the  gray 
BqqzXqs  lay  fafier  than  thofe  which  are  fed  with  Corn, 
P.  2.  95.  b. 

Bezoardicum  Minerale  to  prepare,  with  its  Vertues, 
P.  I.  8.  b. 

Beer,  Ale,  Wine,  or  Metheglin,  to  firengthen,  159. 
Being  fowr  to  recover  them,  and  render  them  drink¬ 
able,  159,  182.  To  preferve  them  in  Summer  from 
the  fret, '1^6.  a.  Beer  to  make  with  Honey,  which 
will  keep  ten  or  twenty  years,  286.  a.  Beer  or  Ale 

,  may  be  made  in  the  hottefi  Climates,  or  Weather,  of 
Concentrated  Corn,  where  Water  and  Hops  are  at  hand, 
P.  I.  305.  a.  The  Excellency  of  Bqqv  fo  brewed,  be¬ 
yond  the  Common,  ibid.  b. 

Birds  fo  to  intoxicate  that  they  may  be  taken  with  ones 
hand,  P.  2.  1 54.  a. 

Birdlime  fo  to  prepare,  as  not  to  be  altered  by  heat  or 
cold,  P.  I.  182. 

Bleeding  immoderate  of  any  kind,  to  fiop,  P.  2.  149.  a. 

Blood-letting  not  available  in  curing  of  rooted  and  fiuh- 
born  difeafes,  P.  I.  245.  a. 

Borax,  its  Water  turns  Lead  into  ^ick-filver,  P.  I, 
236.  a. 

A  Delicate  Bread  to  prepare,  P.  2.  58.  b. 

Butter  to  make  by  the  help  of  Spirit  of  Salt,  which  wiZ 
keep  long  good,  P.  i.  3go.  a. 

Brandy  to  difiill  from  the  Lees  of  Wine,  292.  b.  To 
make  Brandy  <?/<?//  forts  of  Corn,  and  to  give  it  a  rt- 
lijh  like  that  made  of  the  Lees  of  Wine,  158,  IJ9, 
166.  b. 

C 

CAbinet-makcfs  may  make  Pear-tree  or  Cherry-tret 
to  be  like  Ebony,  P.  I.  180. 

Excellent  Cheefc  like  Parmafan  to  make  by  the  helf  of 
the  Spirit  of  Salt,  P.  I.  364.  b.  379.  b. 

To  kill  Worms,  and  prevent  holes  in  Cheele,  380.  a. 
Childrens  being gauled  with  their  Urine,  to  help,  13.3. 
Chryftal  to  tinge  with  various  Colours  like  pretious  Stones, 
P.  2.  65.  a.  P.  3*  5^*  . 

Chryftals  to  diffolvein  a  certain  Menfiruum,  with  their 
Vertues,  P.  i.  248.  a.  P.  3.  55.  b. 

Chryftals  or  Cream  of  Tartar  to  prepare,  38.  b. 

An  Elegant  Cinaber  graduating  Lune  into  Sol,  P.  i. 

374.  b.  N.  B.  ' 

Collick  to  eafe,  40.  b.  54. 

To  Colour  Hair,  Bones,  Feathers,  &C.  brown  or  black, 
40.  a. 

Colours  for  Painters,  as  Ultramarine,  blue  Smalt,  Scar¬ 
let  Lacca,  Venice  Cerufs,8tc.  to  prepare,  179.  Smalc 
to  make,  as  beautifull  as  Ultramarine,  P.  2.  68.  a. 
Coals  afford  a  fweet  Mineral  Oy  I,  P.2.  12  5.  b.  126.  a. 
How  it  is  to  be  difiilled  and  reWtfied,  ibid.  It  is  eejnal 
to  the  Oyl  of  Peter,  ibid. 

The  four  Complexions  defcribed,  P.  i.  388.  a.- 
Confeftion  of  Alchermes  Mineral,  to  prepare,  384^! 
Copper  to  extraSl  and  render  Corporeal,  frcm  fuch  poor 
Oars  as  will  not  defray  the  charge  of  melting,  P.  r, 
326,  327.  P.  2.  18.  P.  I.  293,420,425.  Copper 
to  tranfmute  into  Verdigreafe,  P.  2.  1 8.  Into  other 
Colours  for  Painting,  16, 77.  a.  Gold  and  Silver  to 

feparate 
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feparate  from  thofe  Colours^  17.  Copper  dijfol'ved  in 
Aqua  Fortis  ntixt  with  Silver,  Iron,  or  Lapis  Cala- 
minaris,  to  reduce  and  render  malleable,  41. 

Copper  to  make  white  as  Silver,  and  graduate  into  Sil¬ 
ver,  yielding  Gold,  P.a.  68.  b.  P.  I.  419.  To  gra¬ 
duate  into  Gold  by  a  Cement,  P.i.  68.  P.  71. 

A  Cordial  to  prepare,  to  be  ufed  in  great  and  continual 
difeafes,  115. 

Coro  of  all  forts,  how  to  be  prepared,  before  its  Spirit  be 
difiilled,  P.  i.  57. 

Corn  to  concentrate  for  the  making  both  Bread  and 
Drink  on  Ship-board  in  cafes  of  necefity,  177, 178, 
^96,  ;o;. 

Corns  of  the  feet  to  take  away,  P.  i.  181,  a. 
Corrofives,  as  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  Aqua  Fortis,  &c.  to  dul- 
cifie,  405.  b.  P.  68. 

Crocus  Martis  to  prepare,  with  its  ufe,  518.  a. 
Crucibles  to  make,  which  will  long  endure  the  f  re,  with 
Lead,  69.  a.  199.  b.  P.  i.  90. 

D 

Dky  and  Idight,  Light  and  Darknefs,  what,  P.  2. 
86.  b.  87.  a. 

Death,  what  it  is,  86.  b. 

Decoctions  of  Herbs  of  no  value  in  Thyfck,  Ii5.a. 
Their  Decobiions  in  the  Alcahejl,  or  frey  water,  much 
to  be  ejleemed,  ibid.  b. 

Demogorgon  per  fells  aU  Metals,  both  within  and  with¬ 
out  the  Earth,  and  is  the  fecret  Fire  or  proper  Agent 
cf  Philofophers,  69.  b.  It  makes  Saturn  hard,  and 
white  as  Lune,  as  it  becomes  crude  out  of  the  Earth, 
ibid.  It  makes  Copper  white,  and  hard  as  Steel,  ibid. 
It  makes  Lune  through  blacky  and  Sol  exceeding  hard, 
ibid.  It  makes  excellent  Loeking-glajfes,  ibid.  De¬ 
mogorgon  defcribed,  P.  58  .  a. 

How  Dyers  may  give  fuch  a  ground  to  their  Cloth,  that 
the  Colours  Jball  not  be  corrupted  by  Air,  Sun.  Vinegar ^ 
Urine,  &C.  P.  i.  180. 

Dioclefian  could  not  overcome  the  Egyptians  till  he  had 
caufed  all  their  Books  to  be  burnt,  185.  b. 

To  Diftill  Spices,  Seeds,  Roots,  Herbs,  Flowers,  Src.  by 
the  third  Furnace,  59. 

Diftilling  Infirument  defcribed  for  the  plentifull  making 
of  acid  Spirits,  and  the  eafie  extrablion  of  Metals 
from  their  Oars,  429,  450,  451. 

^A  Diuretick  and  Nephretick  extrabl,of  excellent  Vertues, 
P.  II.  112. 

Drink  very  like  to  Wine,  to  make  of  Grain  and  Fruits, 

P.  I.  167.  a. 

Dropfie  cured  by  the  irreducible  Blood  of  Gold,  P.  2 
286.  ^ 

'A  Dream  may  bring  a  man  knowledge,  P.  2.  145.  a. 
Men  made  Drunk  with  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Tobacco  or  Henbane,  i  J4.  a. 

Drunkennels  to  prevent,  and  its  Evils  to  cure,  P.  i. 
289,  b. 

Dungs  of  various  ufe  in  Thyfck,  P.  i.  248.  b.  Dung 
fattens  the  Earth  onely  by  its  nitrous  Salt,  169.  a. 
Humane  Dung  makes  Flowers  grow,  but  gives  them 
an  ill  fmell,  P.  2. 125.  b.  Humane  Dung  to  render 
fweet  and  Medicinal,  159.  b. 

E 

EArthen  V ejfels  to  Glaze,  P,  i.  pag,  52. 

Electuary  compounded  with  Spirit  of  Salt,  its  ma¬ 
nifold  vertues,  287.  a. 

Separation  of  the  Elements /row  the  Chaos  defcribed, 

MS'  a. 


Ehas  t^  Artifi,  what,  P.i.  222.  a.  350  a.  P.  2. 52.3. 

xilixir  Pr^rietatis  to  prepare,  with  the  volatile  Spirit  of 
Mars,  P.  2.  1 5  2.  b.  Its  ufe  and  manifold  vertues,  i  ?  2 
It  preferves  both  quick  and  dead,  ibid.  Elixir  Pro- 
prietatis  to  prepare  with  Secret  Sal*Armoniack,i79.  b. 
Elixir  Proprietatis  far  tranfcending  that  o/Paracel- 
fus  orHelmonr,  P.  3.  57.^. 

Embroiderers,  how  they  may  put  durable  Colours  upon 
their  Silk,  P.  l.  179. 

Enamels  or  Colours  for  Glafs,  to  prepare,  ibid. 

Enemies  to  repell  or  take  Captive  without  (heddinz  of 
blood,  b.  437.  b. 439.  ■  ^ 

Engravers  and  Statuaries  Tools  to  harden,  ibid. 

Epilepfie  or  Falling-fcknefs,  tocure,  16.  b.  17. b.  21.  a. 
50.  b.  53- a.  The  caufe  of  theEfiiQp- 

fie  not  known,  238.  b. 

Epiftle  to  the  Authour  complaining  of  his  Writino-  too 
openly,  P.1.421.  ^  ^  J  ^ 

Eyes  inflamed,  the  cure,  P.  i.  13.  a.  39.  b.  227.  a 

Eryfipelas,  the  cuh^  50.  a.  288.  a.  '  ^ 

Eflences  ofVegitables  to  prepare,  P.  2.  84.  Eflence  of 
Afh-keys^  an  excellent  Medicine  to  dtjjolve  the  Stone^ 
S8.  b.  Eflence  of  St.  John’/  Wort,  cures  Wounds, 
Bruifes,  Obfrublions  of  Liver  and  Spleen,  ibid.  Ef- 
fences  Tobacco  and  Henbane,  heal  dijeafes  of  the  - 
Womb,  ibid.  Eflence  of  Rofes  andcinamon,  a  great 
refrejher  of  a  languijlmg  nature,  ibid.  Eflence  of 
Wine,  91.  U.  Eflence  of  Pearls,  Corals,  and  Stones^ 

P.  3  57.  a. 

Extraction  of  Pearls, Corals^  Crabs-eyes,Scc.  P.  I.  44. 

Extract  Vomitive,  61.  Purging,  62.  Diaphoretick,  ibid. 
Diuretick, 'M.  Somniferous, 'M.  Cordial,  6^.  Odo¬ 
riferous,  ibid. 

An  Extract  of  Corn  of  light  Carriage,  which  may  at  any 
time  be  made  into  Beer,  or  ufed  mfiead  of  Bread,  i^. 

F 

FArner  /  Obligations  to  the  Authour,  for  the  keeping 
of  Secrets  communicated^  P.  i.  149. 

Fevers  not  to  be  cured  by  cooling  Remedies,  167  a. 
Feathers  to  dye  of  any  Colour,  confiant  and  durabie,\%o'. 

P»  2.  149.  a. 

Tht  Feathers  of  Eagles  and  Doves  to  prepare  ,for  volati¬ 
lizing  Menfiruums,  P.  2.  170. 

Fermentation  of  the  Authour s  new,  P,  2.  219.  a.  Of 
his  Secret  Ferment,  ibid. 

Fire  common,  its  Excellency,  1 15,  a.  Its  knowledge  thz 
firfi  fiep  to  the  underfianding  of  many  Arcanums,  ibid. 
Fire  to  extract  out  of  any  Wood  or  Herb  whatfoever, 
and  render  it  palpable  and  vifible,  P.  2.7.  Fire  to 
kindle  into  a  flame  from  two  clear  Liquors,  2.  Fire 
of  the  Vine  to  extraB,  8.  Fire  to  extrafi  and  concen¬ 
trate  out  of  Animals,  ibid.  Fires  of  Salts  concentra¬ 
ted  efi’eB  wondirs,  19*  Their  particular  Medicinal 
ufes,  23,  24.  They  can  doe  more  mi] chief  in  War  than 
Gun-powder,  217.  P.  i*  43 1.  b.  437.  b.  Secret  Fire, 
or  Agent-ripening  Metals,  400.  P.3.77. 

Fires  various  and  unheard-of,  with  their  Ufes,  P.  2.  21 6j 
217,  218.  P.  3.  64. 

The  Secret  Fire  of  the  Chaldeans,  of  what  prepared, 

P.  2.  69.  a. 

Fire  of  the  Maccabees,  what,  114,  b.  It  joyns  Gold  and 
Silver,  P.  3.  64.  8. 

The  Secret  Fire  of  Philofophers,  P.i.  144  b.  219.  It  is 
called  by  three  Names  ,  but  is  either  Oyl  of  Vitriol, 
P.  3.  20.  a.  or  Oyl  of  Vitriol  coagulated,  P.  2, 184.  b. 

.  It  totally  fixeth  Mercury  tnto  a  Red  Jweet  TinBure 
without  any  diminution  of  its  weight,  193.3. 

2‘he  Fire  of  Artephius  draweth  out  the  highefi  power  or 

^nin- 
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^inteffencp  of  Animals,  Vegttables,  and  Minerals  I 
^tvtthcut  common  Fire,  Furnaces,  or  GlaJJes,  and  with- 

mt  Luboar  W  0/,  P.  5-  48-  =>•  enfaramn  bi. 

'A  Purgatory  Fire  vjhkh  jweetens  and  furifies  all  kegi- 
table.  Animal,  and  Mineral  Subjects,  P.2,.  159* 

'the  three  Principal  Fires  enable  a  P hyjtcian  to  prepare 
riety  of  Excellent  Medicines  againft  all  difeajes,ibo.h. 
Mineral  Fires  to  extinguijh  by  the  Vegitable,  and  their 
eorrojlvenefs  converted  into  fweetnejs,  15^' 

G 

GAlenifts  err  in  their  adminifiring  Gold  and  pretiotts 
_  Stones,  P.  1.198- h*  199.3. 

Gangrene  cured  by  Spirit  of  SahArmoniack,  P.  I  •50- 
Gardens,  or  Orchards  to  keep  out  Deer,  Sovine  or  "wild 
Beafis,  191.  a.  to  rid  them  of  Worms  and  other  In- 
feSls,  181.  to  prevent  Spiders  and  other  Infehts  from 
creeping  up  Fruit-trees,  9.  b.  19^- 
Genas  or  pretious  Stones  to  amend  t^eir  Colours,  P.  5 
50.  a. 

Gems  or  Artificial  Stones  to  make  of  various  Colours, 
P.  I.  82,  83.  412,  413.  a.  A  Ruby  or  Emerald, 
148.  b.  or  Hyacinth,  117.  b.  Granats  to  change 
into  Rubies  and  pale  Hyacinths,  and  other  ovhite  Stones 
to  exalt  in  their  Colour,  P.  2.  212.  b. 

GlafTy  Colour  to  prepare  like  the  Indian  Vorcellan,  P 
180. 

Gla(s  of  Copper  red,  fit  for  the  tinging  or  painting  of 
Glafs,  135... 

Glals  of  Antimony  to  prepare  eafily,  14.  a.  Glafs 
Lead  for  the  fluxing  of  Tin  Afies,  to  prepare,  39.  112, 
Glafs  is  the  Fhilofophers  Lutum  Sapientiae,  P.  2 

167.  a. 

Glalfes  to  gild  durably  with  the  Colour  of  Silver,  P. 


391.  b.  Glafl'es  to  hold  volatile  and  fubtile  Spirits^"} 
The  way  of  grinding  Glafs-fioppers,  ibid. 

Gold  living,  how  it  differs  from  the  dead,  P.  2.  131 
Of  its  preparation  and  dffolution  into  tender  Atoms 
fit  fo/  Vivificat  ion  and  Medicinal  ufe,  ibid.  139»  ^4° 
How  thofe  Atoms  are  to  be  further  opened  and  made 
volatile  like  «  Vegitable,  1 3 1 .  How  the  Stomach  may 
he  afiified  fo  that  it  may  dffolve  Gold,  1 32,  Gok 
when  exanimat ed,  flies  the  fire  hjee  Arfnick,  72. 
The  Medicinal  Carbuncle  of  Gold  to  prepare,  5 1.  The 
TinBure  of  it  fwiftly  promotes  the  growth  of  Vegita- 
hie  Seeds,  5  2.  Gold  to  be  exalted  in  the  Mineral  Aries 
by  the  Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  189.  a. 

Gold  not  to  be  reduced  into  three  Principles,  P.  3.  26.  a. 
nor  to  have  its  Colour  extraBed  by  Salts,  for  the  Ting- 
ing  of  Lune  ;  but  to  be  refolved  by  putrefaBion,  and 
made  irreducible,  ibid.  How  this  is  to  be  done,  27.  a. 
after  a  Total  blacknefs,  27.  a.  arifeth  the  Peacock’s 
tail,  Dragon’s  blood,  28.  a. 

Gold  itsTinBiire,  vAth  its  Ufe,  P.  i.  26,  a.  Another 
TinBure  of  Gold,  or  Aurum  Potabile,  with  its  Ver- 
tues,  265.  It  turns  a  Needle  or  pure  Iron  Wire  into 
fine  Gold,  by  digefiing  in  it,  267.  b.  Gold  with  Sil¬ 
ver  to  prepare  into  a  fufile  purple  Stone,  384.  To  fub- 
’  lime  into  a  Red  Medicinal  Salt,  P.  2.  1 68. 

Gold  may  be  gotten  out  of  every  Herb,  P.  I.,  374.  b. 
Demonfir ated  by  the  Authour  in.the  prefence  of  many 
learned  Men,  P.  410.  3.  412.  b.  Gold  dffolved  in 
a  Corrofive,  and  the  Corrofive  dulcifyU,  becomes  a 
Liejuor,  which  may  ferve  for  an  Aurum  Potabile, 
and  gilds  ^uickfilver,  and  other  Metals,  with  a  Gol¬ 
den  Colour,  386.  b.  Gold  to  generate  mSaturn,397.b. 
To  conjoyn  with  its  Capital  enemy  Sulphur,  and  with 
Lune,  398,  399.  Gold  volatile  in  fome  Oars  and 
iolottred  Flints,  may  be  difiilled  into  a  gradatory  Wa¬ 


ter ,  transmuting  Mercury  into  Gold,  P.1.426. 

Gold  and  Silver  topurifie,  and  fepar ate  from  each  other, 
P.  I.  147.3.  331.  b.  by.  Melting  one ly,  175.  Gold 
to  fepar  ate  from  the  imperfeB  Metals  and  Minerals 
onely  by  melting  in  a  Crucible,  177.  Gold  to  fepa- 
rate  from  the  imperfeB  Metals,  145,146.  a.  Gold  and 
Silver  to  get  out  of  old  Tin  or  Pewter  Vefi’els,  the  Tin 
or  Pewter  being  prefer ved  and  amended,  176.  Gold 
impure  to  feparate  and  purge  by  Antimony,  104.  ' 

Gold  to  extraB  with  profit  from  Flints,  Sand, Clay ,c^c. 
P.  I.  loi.  371,  426.  P.2.  76.  An  infallible  way 
of  proving  whether  they  hold  much  or  little  Gold,  ibid. 
As  alfo  out  of  Gvdindiis,  Agaths,  Saphires,  Rubies, 
Red  - which  will  not  yield  either  to  Lead, 

or  jharp  Waters,  and  to  reduce  it  to  a  body,  P.  1.412, 
423,  426.  P.  2.  12,  15.  Gold  to  extraB  out  of  any 
Copper,  ly ,  18.  Out  of  natural  Vitriol,  ibid.  65.  b. 
Out  of  Sea  fait,  1 8.  Out  of  poor  Lead  Oar,  ibid.  Out 
of  all  rude  and  fiubborn  Met allick- Earths,  19.  67. 
Gold  and  Silver  Marchafltes,  how  to  get  more  Metal 
from  them,  than  by  the  common  way  of  Melting,  P.  i. 
172,  How  to  fix  them  in  three  hours  fpace,  fo  that 
they  Jhall  yield  a  double  quantity  of  Metal  to  what  they 
would  have  done  before,  175. 

Gold  to  make  out  of  Silver  with  profit,  and  Gold  and 
Silver  to  feparate  after  a  peculiar  manner  from  Iron, 
Copper,  Tin  and  Lead,  P,  3.  46.  Gold  to  feparate 
from  Iron  or  Copper  by  the  Glafs  of  Lead,  P.  2.  40. 
From  Regulus  of  Antimony  without  loofing  the  Regu¬ 
lus,  ibid.  From  Copper,  From  Arfnick,V.l,  32.I. 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Copper  to  extraB  from  poor  Oars, 
by  Aqua  Fortis  or  Spirit  of  Salt,  P.  i.  360,415,425, 
416,  427.  The  fame  may  be  done  with  the  Water  of 
Salt, or  Salt-pet er,  acuated  with  the  Oyl  of  VitriolfiNxA, 
How  to  precipitate,  and  reduce  the  extraBed  Metals, 
416.  Gold  to  augment  by  the  imperfeB  Metals,  P.  i 
178,  362.  Gold  and  Silver  to  feparate  from 

each  other, by  a  cheaper  way  than  the  common,V.1,.  1 94. 
and  both  from  Copper,  ‘ll’J. 

Gout  Pains,  fuddenly  to  eafe,  P.  i.  37.  a.  288.  a.  Its 
Knots  to  dijfolve,  50. 

Gout  to  cure,  z6$.  b.  P.  2.  24.  b.  58,  59.  P.  3.  28.  b. 

Many  Gouty  per/ons  cured  in  a  few  years  by  theGolden 
Panacaea  of  Antimony,  no,  b. 

Gonorrhea  to  cure,  P.2.  149.  a. 

Gravel  to  expell,  P.  i.  37,  a. 

Grapes  to  have  ripe  fooner  than  ordinary,  183.  Grapes 
dried,  or  Raifons  how  to  recover  their  fweetnefs,  as 
when  pluekt  frejh  from  the  Vine,  28.4.  b, 

Griffin  Phylofophkk  generated  of  the  Lion  and  Eagle, 
356.  a.  406.  b.  407.  a. 

Gunpowder/c»«i ^/<?Monk,  Anno  1380  433.  a. 
The  Authour  thinketh  the  Monk  did  ill  to  divulge  it, 
ibid.  b.  He  fpeaks  of  another  way  to  captivate  Ene~ 
mies  without  killing  them,  ibid, 


.  H 

HAir  to  Dye,  as  alfc  Skins,  Wool,  Bones,  with  a  pur¬ 
ple  or  red  Colour,  confiant  and  durable,  P.  2. 
149-  a. 

Hens  delight  in  Salt,  which  makes  them  lay  the  more 
Eggs,  P.  1.  169.  a.  They  devour  Sand  and fmall  Peb\ 
bles  for  the  matter  of  Egg-jhells,  284.  a. 

^kk  Hedges  to  caufe  to  grow  up  in  half  the  ufual  time, 
191.  b. 

Herbs  to  make  grow  up  in  a  few  hours  fpace, P.i.ioob. 
P-3-59-2.  To  communicate  to  them  the  nature  of  any 
Metal,  210.  a.  Herbs  various  and  unknown,  to  pro* 

duc4  "without  Seed,  157.  b.  289.  a.  P.  2.  49.  The 

great 


&reat  errour  of  Galerlifts,  in  attributing  the  farne  'ucr- 
tuts  to  Herbs  in  ihofe  Northern  Climates,  ait  were 
ascribed  to  them  in  the  Southern,  117.  a.  the  Herbs 
of  cold  Countries  may  be  rendred  ecfual  in  vertue  to 
ihofe  of  hot,  by  the  Terrefirial  Sun  and  Art,  tl"].  b. 
Herbs  to  difcover  by  an  experiment,  ovhethcr  they  are 
profitable  or  uiiprofitable  in  lAedicine,  P.  1.  2 5* 
Hiftory  of  Gold  made  out  of  Sea-Salt,  P.  I.  411.  a 
Hiftory  of  an  Infant  .prefer ved  from  Corruption  many 
'rears  in  a  certain  Water,  and  at  length  turn  d  into  a 
.Stone,  a.  Hiftory  of  a  Mountebank  at  Paris, 
\ilpdby  the  Odour  of  a  fpirttuous  or  'volatile  Poyfon, 
P  1  8<  a.  Hiftory  of  a  Country-man  to  ovhom  a 
DoSior  had  prejcribed  Album  Gi'i^cum,  159*  a.  Hi- 
llory  of  Sigiftnund  Wan,  who  built  a  Church  and 
Hofpital  by  Wealth  obtained  from  feparating  the  Gold 
and  Silver  from  Tin,  loi.  a.  P.  I. 

Hony  to  Ferment  bef&re  the  dijhllation  of  its  burning 
Spirit  P.  I.  58-  ungrateful!  Tafi , 

and  purge  it  from  its  hidden  Impurities,  fo  that  an  'ex¬ 
cellent  Drink  rnay  be  made  of  it,  for  (mall  charge, 
,fervinginfieadofWine,  i86  a.  P.2.  56.  Or  a  Me 

thezliri  tFith  Spices,  57*  a.  ,  .-r.  r  1 

Hops  ro  produce  in  plenty,  V.C\9l.h.To  preferve  the 
Hop-poles  in  the  Earth,  long  from  rotting,  ibid. 
Horns  to  foften,  fo  that  any  Image  may  be  printed  upon 

them,  181.  ,  ,  r 

Hovels  0/ Gr^/w,  to  keep  Rats  and  Mice  from  running 

up  the  Tofis,  192'.  a. 


[Ron  to  into  Gold  by  a.  Fulmen,  P.J. 

71  N  B.  By  Sal-mirabils,  P.  2.  49.  do 
exalt  'it  into  Copper  by  the  fame  50^  All  Aren  con¬ 
tains  Gold,  both  fixt  and  volatile,  P.  I.  ?75- 
eizhth  part  o/Iron  changed  into  Gold,  1 .  i.  2;o  a. 
Iron  to  change  into  Gold,  Silver,  or  Copper,  by  a  kul- 
men  2‘’0  b.  Iron  to  change  into  Copper  according 
to  ParacelVus,  240.  a.  29;.  b.  Ivon  Tools  changed 
into  Copper,  by.  length  of  time,  in  Mines  of  Vitriol 
229.  a.  2U-  b.  Iron  to  feparate  from  Copper,  526. b 
Iron  made  as  fufile  and  malleable  as  Copper,  P.  i. 

fupiL\-  andYQnus  beget  Apollo  and  Diana,  401.  b. 
Itch,  or  Scab,  to  cure,  364.  b. 


I  And  poor  and  barren,  to  enrich  ovithout  Dung, 
P.’i.  187,  189,  191,  195-8.  200.  b.  405.  a 
417  a  P.  2.  55-  Manure  holds  good  twenty 

%ars,  'ibici.  The  manner  of  preparing' this  Manure 

of  Common  Salt  and  Lime,  P.  I. 

Lead  Oar,  Courfe  and  not  meltable,  how  to  extrabi  the 
Lead  from  it,  P.  2.  l8.  Lead,  ci*  any  Lead  Oar,  to 
reduce  into  Afies,  and  thence  to  extratt  Go.d  and  Sil¬ 
ver,  P.  I.  399- a.  4H- 

Lead  eafily  feparated  from  its  Oar,  by  adding  Iron  in 
the  melting,  P.  I.  74- r-,-  r  i  / 

Lead  to  amend  by  the  graduating  ExtraBions  of  coloured 
Flints  P  2.  37.  Flow  to  reduce  the  Calx  of  Gold 
p-recipitated  from  the  Lead,  and  wajhed,  ovithout  any 
lofs  39.  of  the  nature  and  property  of  Lead, 

198’.  It  contaim  a  jharp  Sal-nitrous  Spirit,  199 
Lead  to  make  hard  like  Iron,  fo  that  great  Guns  may 
be  made  of  it,  199-  8.  The  inward  juice  of  Lead  is 
fweeter  than  any  Sugar,  P.  I.  381.  b.  A  white  pre¬ 
cipitate  of  to  prepare,  382.3. 

N.  B.  Lead  hath  the  power  of  duletjywg  Corrofives, 


and  thence  groWs  Jo  penetrant^  that  it  will  prejeni-fi 
run  through  three  Crucibles  one  in  another.^  P.  2,. 
loo.'a.  To  make  it  hard  and  white  like  Sil-ver,]^  3. 
89.  8.  ,  . 

A  red  Stone  o/"  Saturn  and  Mars  to  prepare,  with  'its. -ma¬ 
nifold  Vertues  in  Vhjfick  and  Chyrurgery ,  P.  i.  382.8. 

It  is  the  true  Lapis  Hajmatitis  of  the  ancient  Thyfki- 
ans,  383.  a.  The  red  Sublimate  afcending  in  this 
operation  ,  is  able  by  Sympathy,  to  cure  at  a  difiance, 
any  Flux  of  blood  whatfoever,  ibid.  A  white  Stone 
to  prepare  0/ Saturn  Lune,  383,. 

Black  Lead  of  Philofophers,  what,  P.  2.  217.  b. 

Leprofie,  to  cure,  P.  i.  265.  b. 
hQ'eLiIiQt  to  make  black,  1^0.  364.8. 

Linnen  Threads  to  make  fo  foft,  as  to  emulate  Silk,  180, 
Loqking  G/^_//iej  and  Burning-GlaJJes,  to  make,  P.  i.  74^ 
The  Metailick  mixture  for  the  fame,  80.  The  man. 
ner  of  fmocthing  and  polijhing  them,  8 1 . 

The  Ludus  of  Paracelfus  prepared  by  the  Autheur  » 

■  w'lth  his  Alcaheft  or  Jecret  Sal-Armoniack,  for  the 
Stone,  p.  2.  i8o.  6. 

Lune  to  graduate  into  So\by  a  fingular  Spirit,  68.  b. 
Lutes  for  the  build'mg  of  Furnaces,  foyning  of  Receiver  sf 
and  for  brokenGlajfes,  p.  I.  86. 

Of  the  Lion  or  Lions  blood,  how  to  be  prepared,  and  u- 
fed  in  Medicine  and  other  Arts,  p.  2.  1 4  9.  It  cures 
the  Leprofie  and  Pox,  Ibid. 

M  ' 

V  ^ 

MAdneft  and  Melancholy  hypocondritfek,  the  cure, 

P.  I.  176. 

Magiftery  c/ Pf'»/'/,  Coral,  he.  to  prepare,  18.  b.  The 
abufe  ufed  in  thoje  Preparations,  ibid.  Of  Egg- jhells, 
with  its  vertues,  P,  3.57- a.  _ 

Magnefia  is  rich  in  a  Metailick  TiHciure  ^  P.  I.  3>^;' 
How  to  prepare  its  TinSlure  ovith  Alcohol  of  Wine  I 
P,  3.  56.  An  Univerfal  Medicine  of  it,  to  prepare, 
with  Its  life ,  P.  2.  150.  P.  3.  33.  With  the  Secret 
Fire  of  Philojophers,  39-  b. 

Magnetifm,  its  admirable  Povser  in  aitracling  its  like, 

P.  2.  29. 

Magnetifm  of  Met  ah  ^  Salts,  and  Stones,  P.  1.  342« 

P.  3.  40.  a.  / 

Magnet  to  attraSl  a  Univsrfal  Medicine  or  Mercury 
from  the  Air,  P.2.  137.  r^4>  165.  a. 

Another  Magnet  to  attrail  the  Aftral,  and  v'lvijying;: 
Rays  of  the  Sun,  and  to  render  them  corppreal,  pah 
pabkj  and  confldnt  in  the  Fire,  P.  I.  39®- 
Magnet  attraBwg  Water,  its  manifold  ufes,  P.  2.  64. 

Adagnet  to  attract  from  Gold,  its  TinBure,  165. 
Malting,  the  differences,  P.  I.  57-  Malt,  its  Fermenta- ^ 
tion,  in  order  to  difiill  from  it  a  burning  Spirit,  58. 
Mars  or  Iron  to  purifie  by  S’&.tM'bVi  and  Salts,  I33‘'  a-. 
Mars  and  Venus  to  conjoyn  infeparablj,  and  tueir 

Tinging  blood  to  prepare,  P.3*5r-8- 

A  Aledicine  to  remove  all  Obfirubtions  of  the  Bowels 
and  Vejfels,  and  fi'rengthen  the  Stomach,  to  prepare, 
P.  2.  152.  b.  An  Univerfal  Medicine  may  be  pre-. 
pared  in  a  few  days  for  Ten  fiiillings  charge ,  P.  3.- 

<8  a. 

A'le'^rim,  ctired  by  Spirit  ojf  Sal*  Armoniack,  P.  1.50.  a. 
Medicines  l/wix'er/^Z,  their  excellency  above  particular,- 

P.  2.  180.  b.  .  .  ' 

Menftruum  to  extraB  the  fixt  Sulphur  or  tinging  Ammo, 
of  Metals,  21. .  Menftiuum  dijjolving  Copper  mtxt 
with  Gold,  and prec'ipitating  the  Gold,  43. 

Mercurius  Vita?,  P.  1.8.  , 

Alercury  not  cold,  as  she  vu-gar  think,  but  hot  ar, 

M, ‘57.b.  I4>.  jj  j  _ 
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Mercury  fyed^itate  red^  to  -prepare^  P.  1. 18,  a.  Yellow 
precipitate  of  Mercury,  kills  Lice,  19.  a.  Mercury 
Medm  Phjfick,  18.  b.  Mercury  to  Coagulate  in¬ 
to  a  hard  body,  14a.  a.  Mercury  to  fix  with  the 
moift  fires  of  Salts,  jo  as  conjlantly  to  abide  the  fire, 
P.  1.  16,  2.7.  To  prepare  into  a  Red  Powder  Jlrong- 
ly  purging,  i8.  Mercury  Coagulated  into  a  fixt 
■ivhite  Body,  16 1,  a.  To  purifie  by  a  Fulmen,  jo  as 
after  it  may  be  e  a  fitly  fixt,  P.  3.  71.  Commcm  Mer¬ 
cury  purified  and  fixt  into  a  Red  Powder  in  two  07 
three  days,  191.  a.  It  enters  Gold  and  augments  it, 
196.  a.  Common  Mercury  hath  in  it  fielf  no  TinBure, 
P.  5.16.  How  it  may  actjuire  TinBure,  and  by  pre¬ 
paration  become  the  AiercuryofPhilofiophersj\h\d.  How 
to  fix  it  by  Animal  fiuperfluities,  P.  5.  89.  b. 

Mercury  'of  Antimony  to  prepare,  either  Purgative  or 

.  phoretick,with  its  excellent  ufe  in  Phyfick^.i.  1 6  f ,  1 8  5 . 

Mercury  0/’ Saturn,  andofLnuQ,  to  prepare,  127.  a. 
P  15.  They  fix  Common  Mercury,  ibid.  Mer¬ 
cury  of  Saturn  may  be  difiiUed  into  a  fiweet  Milk, 
and  then  coagulated  into  a  Stone,  which  Coagulates 
Argent  vive,  P.  116.  Mercury  0/ Saturn  fixed 
into  Gold,  I  57- 

The  Mercury  of  Metals  is  the  Mercury  of  Philofo- 
phers,  P.  3.  iz.  a.  69.  b.  Divers  7vays  of  extraB- 
ing  it,  I  z,  I P.  z.  67.  per  fe  158.  Advife  to  feek 
Mercury  in  Saturn,  and  Sulphur  in  Mars,  rather 
than  in  Gold  and  Silver,  P.  3  iz.  a,  A  Tinging 
Mercury  to  prepare  out  oj  Antimony,  14.  Antimony 
yields  more  Mercury  than  Vitriol,  ibid.  A  Tinging 
Mercury  to  prepare  out  of  Mars  and  Venus,  ibid. 
P.  3.  ‘]X.  a.  Out  o/Jupiter,  15.  Mercury  to  prepare 
cut  of  Metals  and  Minerals,  by  the  help  of  Tartar 
cnely,  14,15-  TTo  Mercury  of  Metals  to  prepare 
by  the  Salt  of  the  World,  P.  3.  7?-  a. 

The  Mercury  of  Philofbphers  to  prepare  by  the  help  of 
Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  P.  z,  i8z.  The  Mercuries  of 
Jupiter  and  Mars,  being  conjoyned,  are  together  in- 
fiantly  converted  into  fixed  Gold,  ibid.  A  Philofo- 
phick  Mercury  to  prepare  in  great  cjuantity,  without 
charge,  P,  3.  1 6.  The  Mercury  of  Philofbphers 
being  fet  at  liberty,  carries  with  it  f elf  its  own  Tinging 
Sulphur,  IZ.  b.  How  to  prove  whether  the  Mercury 
of  Metals  be  well  prepared  or  not  to  give  a  TinBure, 
13.  The  conjunBion  and  fixation  of  the  Philofophick 
yitvcmy  with  Gold,  ibid. 

Of  the  Mercury  of  Wine,  P.  3.  55.  a.  Its  Preparation, 
P.  z.  67.  Its  admirable  Vertues,  189.  P.  3.  68.  b. 
Experiment  of  turning  it  into  a  red  Stone,  which  ting¬ 
ed  Silver  into  Gold,  75.  b. 

'M.Qizh,  how  generated,  P.  i.  115,  b.  Metallick  Mines 
dijcovered  by  various  accidents,  izo.  flow  to  find 
them  by  Art,  ibid.  The  Hazjle  rod  fallacious,  ibid. 
Metals  and  Minerals  have  their  birth  from  one  Com¬ 
mon  Seed,  izi.  a.  Metalline  Seed  as  capable  of 
Multiplication,  as  the  Vegetable  and  Animal,  363.  a. 

Metals,  how  to  feparate,  P.  i.  70.  From  each  other  by 
precipitation,  325.  b.  N.B.  334.  a.  To  feparate  the 
courferM&t-SSs,  from  each  other,  72.  Metalline  Oars, 
how  to  prove  what  Metal  they  hold,,  172.  Metals 
may  be  purified  in  two  or  three  hours  time,  357.  a. 
Metals  to  amend,  and  concentrate  by  Nitre,  zol. 

Metals  imperfeB,  changed  into  more  perfeB,  by  the  help 
of  Salts,  P.  I.  177,  178.  P.Z.  ir.  Howtobejlain 
by  their  Enemies,  and  tranfmuted  into  better,  ibid. 
Metals  fugacious  and  of  no  worth,  to  ripen  by  Com¬ 
mon  Salt  and  Fire,fo  as  to  yield  Gold  and  Silver  with 
profit,  55-  ' 

Metals,  how  purified,  P,  2.  117.  a.  Their  ReduBion  in, 
toCalxes,  Crocus  Martis,  Minium,  Red  Precipi. 


tate,  &C.  no  true  purification,  ibid.  How  to  snake  ' 
Metals  grow  up  like  V egetables,  before  the  Eye,  to  the 
length  of  a  finger  or  more  in  the  jpace  of  two  or  three 
hours,  P.  I.  178.  P.  2.  59-  a.  Metallick  Tree,  with 
its  parts,  P.Z.  105.  b,  Magnefia  grows  up  into  a 
blood-red  Tree,  P.  3.  59-  a. 

Metals  not  to  be  fpiritualized  with  Corrojive  Waters,  by 
difi illation,  132.  a.  Metals,  notwit hjlanfiing,  may 
be  depurated,  and  made  volatile  by  difiillation,  P.  2. 

1 27.  b.  Metalline  Spirits  coagulate  and  fix  Mercury, 

153.  b.  Metals  are  fo  defiroyed  by  the  Fulmen  of 
Jove,  that  they  cannot  be  again  reduced  into  Metaf-  | 

lick  Bodies  by  melting,  but  pafs  into  Glafs  of  divers  y 

Colours,  which  Glafs  being  again  reduced  by  Art, yields  1 

much  better  Metals  than  before,  P.  i.  20 1,  b.  Me-  f 
tals  not  to  be  amended  but  by  Sulphur,  P.  I.  375.  a  J 
Metals  to  dijiinguifi],by  the  colour  of  their  Fumes,  and  I 
figure  of  their  Motion,  in  the  fire,  P.  i.  272.  b.  273.  a  !* 
The  Metals  have  divers  names  impofed  upon  them  by  | 
the  Poets,  401.  a.  I 

Metallick  Tindure  to  prepare,  P.  i.  204.  a. 

A  Metallick  Medicament  to  prepare,  profitable  in  all  di-  | 
Jlempers  of  the  Brain,  P.  2.  1 1 6.  What  is  to  be  held  I 
concerning  the  perfeBion  of  Metals,  P.  i.  72.  I 

Minerals,  of  their  kinds  and  difference,  P.  i.  318. 
to  be  tried,  P.  I.  69.  322.  P.  2,  22.  a.  Whether  they 
may  be  tranfmuted  into  Aietals,  and  into  what,  P.  j  \ 
77.  Minerals  poyfonous,  how  to  be  correBed  by  the  ^ 
moiji  fire  of  Salt,  and  to  be  converted  into  good  Me-  ^ 

dicine,  P.  2.  26.  Minerals  after  they  have  been  ex-  I] 

traBed  with  AqUa  Regia  will  jiiU  afford  Salt-peter  | 
with  profit,  P.  2.  12.  I 

Mines  and  Stones,  that  are  poor  in  Silver  and  Copper  to 
extraB  by  a  moiji  way,  P.  2.  14,  15.  Minerals  jiub- 
born  and  glaffy ,  are  fubdued  in  the  fire  with  fixed 
P.  I.  332.  b. 

Mice  delight  in  Salt,  P.  I.  1 69.  a.  1 

Money,  bow  to  improve  it  without  putting  it  to  XJfury  by 
a  Metallick  work,  1 94.  Gold  more  profitable  to  be 
ufed  in  this  work  than  Silver,  197.  b. 

Mountains  burning,  net  Hell,  as  fame  think  P.  r. 

118,  1 19. 

N 

Niter  or  Sak-peter,  its  generation,  P.  r.  309,  556. 

Of  its  uje  and  benefit.  Zoo,  359,409.  a.  It  is 
a  meer  Fire,  whether  it  be  in  the  form  of  a  fixed  Salt, 
or  of  a  volatile  Spirit,  P.  2,  1 14.  a.  How  to  make 
its  fire  appear  vifibly  in  a  flame,  \b)d.  Its  cold  and  1 
moiji  fire  to  prepare,  P.  2.  b.  Niter  agrees  with  all 
the  marks  of  the  Philofopher’s  Mercury,  P.  I.  167.  b. 

The  River  Nile  aboundeth  with  Niter,  by  which  it  en- 
richeth  the  adjacent  Country  without  Dung,  185.  b. 

The  plenty  of  Niter  in  Egypt  onas  the  caufe  of  their 
tranfmutation  of  Metals,  ibid.  The  Niter  or  Salt¬ 
peter  of  the  Ancients  was  extraBed  out  of  Rocks  and  ' 
Stones,  as  the  word  SdXt-^QtQV  fignifieth,  P.i.  342. b. 

That  Art  is  now  wholly  loft  in  Europe,  ibid.  Niter  i 
yet  extraBed  out  of  Rocks  in  the  Eajl-Indies,  ibid.  ! 

Niter  wonderfully  promoteth  the  growth  and  encreafe  of 
Corn,  P.  I.  224.  b.  359.b.  Fixt  Niter  hath  no  eejual,  \ 
in  promoting  the  growth  of  Vegetables,  Animals,  and  ' 
Minerals,  199.  b.  It  giveth' a  better  Odour  to  Fruits, 
than  Dung,  P.  2.  33.  Niter  is  capable  of  affording 
all  things  both  for  health  and  wealth,  407.  a.  Niter 
brought  in  fpeaking  of  it  felf,  363.  b.  Its  ufe  in  pre¬ 
paring  of  Medicines  of  Vegetables  and  Animals, 

P.  2.99. 

Nicer  aBing  m  three  forms,  viz.  the  Lion,  Eagle,  or 

Griffin,  , 


/ 
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Griffin^  dijjolves  all  things  in  the  World^  P.  i.  406.  b, 

Nirerous  Fountains  in  Franconia  proceeding  from  a 
Mountain  of  Stones  containing  Niter,  cure  many  dif 
^  cafes,  ^45; b. 

Kiter  the  cnely  Medium  of  making  the  Metals  Afiral, 
357-  Niter  to  prepare  by  Art  of  an  extraordinary 
firength,  357.  b. 

7'he  Anima  or  Tinflure  of  Niter  Enigmatically  defcri- 
bed,  P.ia.  no.  a.  One  drop  of  it  is  able  to  tinge  a 
■whole  Glafs  of  Water  with  a  golden  Colour,  ibid.  P.  I. 
5 1 5.  b,  N.  B.  ;  16.  a.  Its  Preparation  is  more  openly 
taught,  P.a.  169.  Its  Vertues,  P.  1.  588.  b.  P.  2. 

5  r .  How  to  exalt  it  to  the  highefi  power  and  purity, 
51.  40.  a. 

Niter  to  prepare  of  Dung  of  divers  forts,  of  Leaves  of 
Trees,  &c.  P.  i.  558.  Out  of  Lime  and  Wood,  539. 
cut  of  rotten  Wood,  409.  a.  Out  of  Rocks  and  Stones, 
540,  374.  a.  Experiment  to  try  what  Stones  contain 
moji  Niter,  ibid.  b.  Difference  of  Stones  containing 
Niter,  and  how  they  are  to  be  known,  P.  i.  341 
344.  b. 

Niter  to  prepare  in  plenty  out  of  Common  Salt  and  Lime 
344.  b.  416.  Niter  or  Salt  peter /0  //>1 

tie  or  no  coft  by  its  own  Seed,  P.  i.  317^  ?70 

417.  b.  418.  By  its  own  Root,  420.  b.  423.  P.  2. 
40j  4^‘ 

Niter  how  to  extraEl  and  boil  up,  34^.  The  way  of 
augmenting  the  crude  Lixivium  before  boiling,  3^7.  b. 

Niter,  when  purified,  jJsoots  into  long  fmooth  Cryfials  of 
a  fexangular  Figure,  and  how  it  is  to  be  brouo-ht  to 
that  purity,  274.  b. 

Niter  to  fix,  and  thence  to  prepare  a  fiery  Liquor  or  Men- 
firuum,  P.  2.  98.  Ten  pounds  of  Niter  may  be  extrac¬ 
ted  out  of  a  hundred  weight  of  Bones  of  Beafis,  Birds, 
and  Fijlies,  P  l.  3 10.  a.  Niter  may  be  made  in  great 
quantities  out  of  the  Flejh  and  Bones  of  Whales,  En¬ 
trails  of  Stock- fifh,  which  are  cajl  away,  3 1 3.  a. 
Experiment  of  making  Niter  out  of  BullocEs  Blood, 
ibid.  Neceffary  admonitions  about  the  making  of  Ni¬ 
ter  or  Salt -peter ,  ibid.  314.  N.  B.  315. 

O 

OYIs  of  Vegetables  to  obtain  in  greater  quantity  than 
by  a  Common  Still,  P.  r.  5  a.  P.  2.  122. a.  One 
general  Frocefs  for  the  Oyls  of  Vegetables,  fiiewn  by 
dtfitlling  the  Oyl  of  Turpentine,  123.1».  Ejjential  Oy\s 
to  exalt  to  a  ^reat  fubtilty,  119.  b.  Oyls  feet  id,  to 
make  fweet  and  clear,  P.  i.  6.  a.  Oyls  warm,  fetch 
Pitch  and  Rofin  out  of  Cloth,  376.  Oyls,  how  to  be 
Coagulated  into  Ballams,  60, 

Oyl  of  Amber  to  prepare,  with  its  Vertues,  P.  i.  J2. 
Oyl  of  Arfnick  and  Orpiment,  9.  3  5 .  Oyl  of  Alh- 
keys,  a  fare  Remedy  againfi  the  Stone,  P.  2.  122.  a. 
Oyl  or  Butter  of  Antimony,  35,36.  Its  external  ufe, 
8.  b,  Oyl  of  Harts-horn,  51. 

Oyl  of  Lapis  Calaminaris,  with  its  ujes,  P.  i.  9.  Oyl 
of  Wine  made  by  its  help,  ibid.  Oyl  or  Liquor  of 
Gold  Corrofw,  7,  a.  Oyl  0/ Lune,  5 1.  Oyl  0/ 
Mars,  ibid.  Oyl  of  Regulus  Martis,  34.  Its  mani¬ 
fold  vertues  and  ufes,  34,  35.  Oyl  of  Maffick, 
JFrankincenfe  and  other  Gums,  5.  b.  Oyl  o/Mer- 
cury,  7.  Oyl  of  Metals  and  Minerals,  red  and 
fweet,  6.  b. 

Oyl-olive  to  difiiU,  commonly  called  the  Fhilofophefs 
Oyl  of  Bricks,  P.  i.  53,  Its  Vertues  and  Ufe,  ibid. 
54.  Oyl  of  Saturn,  and  o/Jupiter,  7.  36.  Oyl  of 
Soot,  52.  Oyl  f  Sulphur, fy/oi/  the  Mercury  of  Phi- 
lofophers,  becaufe  it  may  eafily  be  tranfmuted  into  a 
fweet  fufile  Stone,  P.  2.  1-91. 


^^^^^fter,  P.  I.  33.  OylofTartar,36. 

OH  or  53-  .Oyl  of  Venus,  7. 

Oyl  ffYnno],  fweet,  to  preplire,ri.  Its  Ufe  andDofe, 
22.  Blood-red,  with  Spirit  of  Urine,  50.  Oyl  of  Vi¬ 
triol  corrofive,  to  prepare,  17.  Oyl  of  Vitriol  ihite. 
and  red,  to  Coagulate  into  a  fweet  fufile  Stone,  ha- 
-ving  po7i^er  in  the  tranfmutation  of  Metals,  and  Gems- 

of  Phtlofophers,  P.  3.  62.  b.  ^ 

Oyl  0/ Zink,  P.i.  36. 

Opium  may  be  fo  prepared,  that  its  very  Odour  will  lav 
the  outward  Jenfes  afleep,  P.  2.  153.  b.  Opium, //e/. 
bane  and  Tobacco  to  prepare  into  excellent  Medicines. 

I  -  3-  57- h.  ^ 


PAnaca-a  of  Antimony,  its  preparation  and  general 

tije,  P.  I.  163. 

Paracelfus  caufed  humane  Dung  to  be  fet  before  the  Em- 
peroufs  Phyjicians,  who  required  of  him  fome  Medici¬ 
nal  Experiment,  P.  2.  h. 

Paracelfus’j  Abbreviation  of  the  Frocefs  of  the  Ancients 
in  preparing  the  TinBure  of  Natur altfis,  P.  i.  222  • 
ProjeBion  of  the  /aid  TinBure  upon  Metals, 
Paracelfus  with  it  cured  the  word  of  difeaCes  17  eT 

,5,.  ff  fypryy. 

the  North  IS  Niter,  3  50.  a.  Fartnerjhip  pernicioirs  in 
the  Philofophtckwork,  P.  2. 147.  And  trufiy  Servants 
very  rare  to  get,  ibid.  Paracelfus  had  thirteen  Ser¬ 
vants  came  under  the  Hangman^s  Lajh,  and  but  one 
that  he  thought  was  honefi,  148.  a. 

Pearls  to  prepare  into  a  Magifiery,  or  white  fining  Pow¬ 
der,  and  to  make  the  (ame  of  Mother  of  Pearl  or  othc^ 

Philofophick,  to  take  with 
the  Net  of  Saturn,  265.  b.  To  draw  it  forth  of  Com¬ 
mon  Salt,  P.  2.  5.  ,  " 

The  Philofopher’s  Stone  not  to  be  attained  by  the  mod 
acute  Powers  of  humane  reafon,  without  the  affifiance 
of  divine  infptration,  P.  i.  185.  b.  Philofophers 
rare  to  be  found,  as  will  inJtruB  others  in  their  work 

P.  2.  146.  * 

The  philofophers  have  prepared  their  TinBure  of  feve- 
ral  SubjeBs,^and  by  divers  Methods,  144,  14?  g 
The  Authoufy  opinion  which  way  is  the  befi,  146*.  b 
147.  a.  How  a  man  ought  to  be  qualified%hat  will 
undertake  the  Philofophick  work,  145.  b.  Pride 
hinders  a  man  from  knowledge,  ibid. 

Poyfon  confifls  in  the  excefs  of  Cold,  P.  2. 105.  a. 
Poylbnous  Animals  and  V egetables  rejide  and  gro7ff  in 
cold  and  jhady  places,  ibid. 

Prefs  deferibed  for  extraBing  the  juice  or  fap  of  Wood^ 
for  the  making  o/Salt-peter,  or  the  enriching  of  bar¬ 
ren  Land,  P.  I.  188.  Howto  convert  the  fowr  juice 
of  W lod  into  Salt-peter,  ibid. 

Printer’s  Ink,  to  render  very  fair  and  good,  179. 
Prolerpine,  what,  P.  2. 191.  a. 

Purges  work  onely  by  their  crudity  and  averfion  to  the 
Jlomach,  p,  2.  17.  a.  b. 

Purges  of  V getables  not  fo  fafe  as  thofe  of  Metals,  P.  r.’ 
385.3.  Purging  Vegetables  much  correBed  by  Spirit 
of  Wine,  P.  2.  179,  a. 

Pur  ge  for  firong  people  of  C opper,  p.  i .  4 1 .  a.  Oflron^ 
for  7veaker,  ibid.  A  prepared  of  Sztxixn,  with 
its^  ufe  and  dofe,  385.  A  purge  of  Lune  or  Silvery 
ibid.  A  purging  Gold,  ibid. 

Putrefaftions  are  made  much  fooner  by  Art  than  Naturey 
p.  I.  225.  a. 

Putrefaftion  of  V getables  is  prefently  made  in  the  fio- 
machs  of  Men ,  2  24.  b. 

Pyiha- 
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Pythagoras’/  errour  concerning  the  ’TranjrmgrctUoft  of 
huntane  Souls,  is  true  of  the  hdetullick,  55^- 

a 

QUinteffence  ofp^egetahles,  to  prepare,  p.  i.  6.b.  ^  ^ 

Quinteflence  of  all  Metals  and  Minerals,  ibiQ. 
3.  58.  b.  Hoiu  to  fix  them  into  TinBures  with 
Sol  and  Lune,  ibid.  'Their  Medicinal  ufe,  ibid.  A 
7mnderfuU  Quinteflence  of  Wine,  which  dijjoiveth 
all  things  and  bringetd)  their  verities 
P.  1.  63,64, 


over  the  helm. 


R 

RApeSjRadiflies,  and  other  things  to  make  grow  far 
larger  and  fairer 'than  ufual  by  planting  their 
Seeds  in  their  Roots,  P.  3.  35-  b- 
Ripley’/  Toad,  mentioned  in  his  Dream,  what,  P. 

"117.  a. 

Rivers  a  ford  Stones  rich  in  Gold  and  Silver,  81.  a.- 


The  Salt  of  the  Ocean  (  as  a  TJnivyrfal  Agent  ) 
gives  nourifhment  to  all  tlfings. which  grow  on  the 

Earth,  P.  I.  i4^>^49j  ^5*5»  ^5^'  ??•  '' 

Jhe  Sea- water  abates  cf'its  faltnefs  the  nearer  it  is  to  the 
North,  ibicfl  Of  the  Frecipitatjpn^  of  the  Salt  from 
Sea-water,  and  r endring  it ^tnkabUyT^J^.h.  185. a. 
Common  Salt  containeth  fpiritual  Gold,  which  may  be 
rendred  vifible  by  Art,  183.3.  It  prefer  vet  h  both  the 

living  and  the  dead  from  Corruption,  ibid.  It  condu- 
ceth  much  to  the  faming  of  Hogs,  and  other  Beajls, 
ibid.  Common  Salt  kills  Vegetables,  as  it  ts ,  but 
turnd  into  a  Lixivial  Salt ,  promotes  Vegetation, 
i  P.  I.  89. 

Common  Salt,  when  tjaroughly  purified,  always  hath  the 
fhape  pf  a  Cube  or  Sfuare,  P.  i.  274.  a.  How  it  is  to 
be  fo  purified,  ibid.  b.  Salt  advanceth  and  condubleth 
the  Vertues  or  Vices  of  what  it  is  conjoyned  with,  whe¬ 
ther  good  or  evil,  262.  b.  Examples  proving  the  fame 
in  Mercury  and  Orpiment,  ibidu  Salt  feigned  to  de¬ 
clare  its  own  Vertues,  254-  ^74* 

Common  Salt  may  be  tranfmuted  into  a  burning  Spirit, 
into  true  Salt -peter,  P.  I-  193-  b.  405.  a.  It  may  in 
a  few  hours  obtain  the  Nature  of  Pot-Afhes,  afid 
ferve  for  all  ujes  to  which  they  are  put,  as  for  Soap- 
boylers,  Glafs-makers,  &c.  406.  a.  Salt  //  able  to 
draw  out  t/je  Anima  of  Gold, and  leave  its  Body  of  the 
colour  of  Lead,  and  brittle  and  fugacious  like  Anti- 
.  mony,  258.  a. '  Salt  is  the  Symbol  of  Eternity,  254.  b. 

It  corroborateth  the  Heart  mordthanTVine,‘i<j6.  b. 

The  fruit  full  nature  o/Salt  appeLu  from  the  Multiplica¬ 
tion  of  Fifes,  beyond  Birds  a^  Animals,  P.  i.  257.  b. 
Salt Fire  tranfmute^jfm  vile  Met ds,  into  more 
Noble.  An  evident  demonfiration,  4347  The  Salt  of 
the  Microcofmick  Sea-,  far  more  potent  in  the  ripening 
of  Metals,  than  the  Salt  of  the  Ocean,  396.  a.  The 
Spirit  and  Salt  of  the.  World  being  added  to  any  dif 
folved  Metal,-  and  diftilled,  carries  over  the  Tinging 
Aiiwp^d-  of  the  Metal,  l8,  b.  Salts  fimple  and 
compound,  their  excellency  in  Alchymy,  434-^- 
Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  its  defer iption,  preparation,  and 
ufe,  P.  2.  178.  Its  ufe  in  the  amending  of  Metals, 

It  0tforms  more  than  tielmont  hath  attributed  to  his 
Alcabefl:,  186.  a.  Divers  Medicines  for  the  Stone  to 
prepare  ^v/th  it,  ibid.  Volatile  Salt  of  Wine  or  Tartar, 
to  prepare,  P.  3.  69.  a. 


Secret  Sal-Armoniack,  of  various  preparations,  P.  2* 
209.  a. 

A  wondcrfull  Sal-ArmoniaCk  to  be  prepared  from  the 
faces  of  Tin,  202.  b.  It  infeparably  conioyneth  Gold 
and  Silver,  203.  a.  N.  B.  It  is  a  Magnet  to  draw 
Tinctures,  204.8.  Being  difjblved  in  Spirit  of  Salt, 
it  attracts  Gold  or  Tinblures  from  Metallkk  Solutions ^ 
and  precipitates  them  in  form  of  a  purple  or  blood-red 
Founder,  205.  a.  It  extracts  and  exalts  the  Colours 
of  Vegetables  and  Animals,  ibid.  He  that  hath  it , and 
knows  its  ufe,  needs  no  Books,  ibid. 

A  Spiritual  Sal-Armoniack  or  Alcaheft  deferibed,  which 
can  extrahi  the  Tinhiures  of  all  red  Bodies,  and  again 
introduce  them  into  white  Bodies,  without  altering  the 
figure  of  either,  209,  210.  a.  It  maketh  Gold  as  vo¬ 
latile  as  Spirit  of  Wine,  in  three  hours  [face,  210.  b. 
And  again  changeth  it  into  a  tranfparent,  fixt,  timr- 
Carbuncle,  212. 

Sal-Mirabilis,  its  Original,  P.  i.  223.  Of  its  Name  and 
Vertues, Its  Freparation,  tSi.  Of  its  out¬ 
ward  Figure  and  Taft,  261.  Enigmatical  defcription 
of  its  Ufe,  254.  Its  ufe  in  Fhyfick,  Alchjmy,  an,^  -.y. 
chanick  Arts,  226,  227,  228,  26i.  Of  its  wonde.  fuU 
power  in  the  kingdom  of  Vegetables,  224.  How  it  is 
to  be  prepared  for  that  ufe,  P.  2.  47.  It  reft'oresTrees 
and  Infeci  s,  half  dead,  to  life,  P.  l.  410.  b  P.  2.  47, 
The  ufe  of  Sal-Mirabilis  in  difj'olving  of  Metals,  and 
preparing  of  Medicines,  P.  I.  164.  P.  2.  48.  Its  Uni- 
verfal  ufe  in  the  emendation  of  Metals,  P.  2.  50,  How 
by  it  the  imperfehl  Metals  may  be  made  perfect,  ibid. 
The  Author  by  its  help  hath  often  tinged  one  end  of  an' 
Iron  Wyer,  into  Copper,  and  the  other  into  Gold,  P.  i. 
229.  b. 

Sal-Mirabilis  to ftrengthen  by  its  own  Spirit, P.  I.41 1.  a. 
A  graduating  Spirit  of  Sal-Mirabilis,  P.  2  68.  b. 
How.  to  know  if  the  Sal-Mirabilis  be  well  prepared, 
How  by  it  any  Grain  or  Seed  may  be  encreafed  a  Thou, 
fandfold,  5'4.  How  it  is  profitable  for  Vineyards,  54, 
5  5  V  Divers  profitable  ufes  of  it  about  Wines  and  Bran- 
^  ‘^y,.55,.56.  , 

Sal-Mirabilis  turns  Water,  Wine,  Ale,  and  other  Licjuors 
into  hard  pieces,  like  Ice,  in  a  few  hours  Jpace,  P.  2. 
44.  It  Coagulates  all  acid  corrofive  Spirits  in  like 
manner,  ibid.  It  flops  the  head  of  a  Fountain,  ibid. 
Separates  the  phlegm  from  fubtile  Spirits,  ibid.  Con- 
gealeth  the  breath  of  Aden  into  Ice,  with  other  Opera¬ 
tions,  ibid.  It  betters  all  fVines  as  it  were  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  45.  HoW  it  may  benefit  thofe  who  travel  in 
Wtnter,  or  fail  on  the  Seas,  P.  2,  46.  Hoop  it  mends 
Brandy  made  of  Corn,  fo  as  to  become  equal  to  that 
made  of  the  Lees  of  Wine,  ibid.  The  fame  by  Vinegar, 
ibid.  It  amends  Oyls,  47.  It  takes  dway  Muft  or 
Stink  from  all  Vejfels,  ibid.  It  preferves  all  kind  of 
Fruits,  Eggs,  Onions,  &c.  a  long  time  from  corrupt¬ 
ing,  ibid.  It  turneth  Wood  into  a  Stone,  ibid.  How  it 
dijfolveth  all  hard  Subjeci s,  ibid. 

Sabmirabilis  reduceth  a  Charcoal  into  it  s  firft  matter  in 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  48.  Hoov  it  renders  the  Ve¬ 
getable  Sulphur  vifible,  ibid,  yields  a  Medicine  but 
little  inferiour  to  Aurum  Potabile,  ibid. 

Salt  of  humane  Dung  among  all  Salts,  cnely  generates 
putrefablion,  P.  2,  159;^* 

Salt-peter,  fee  Niter. 

S'At  graduating  Silver,  to  prepare,  P. -l.  34- 
Salt  of  Tartar  to  purifie  by  Flints,  153b. 

Salt-water  takes  the  Salt  out  of  Jaltijh  Flefti,  or  Fifty, 

37.  b. 

Of  the  Salt  of  Philoibphers,  its  preparation,  ufe,  and 
efficacy  in  Fhyfick  and  Chymiftry,  P.  3.  17,  It  tran-.- 


mutes  a. 


ll 


imperjecl  A'ktals  into  GAft,  and  common 

Stoves 
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Stones  into  precious  ones  ;  but  hath  no  ingrefs  into  com- 
inon' Mercury^  l8. a.  It  draws  the  Tinbiuresfrom  red 
SubjeBs^  and  leaves  the  body  white,  19.  a.  Experi¬ 
ment  of  the  red  Salt  or  Stone  of  Philolbphers  draw¬ 
ing  the  TtnSlurefrom  Gold,  P.  26.  It  gave  to  Glafs 
»  Juch  a  toughnefs,  as  it  might  be  bowed  like  Steel- 
\  ivithout  breaking.  Ibid.  The  Author  refiored  by 

i  two  years  .continual  Sicknefs,  to  Health,  \h\(\. 

The  Secret  Salt  of  Philolbphers,  f  or  their  white  Eagle) 
being  dif[olved  in  Common  Water,  renders  the  jame 
able  to  glew  P aper  together ^  and  makes  infeparable 
ConjunHions,  31.  b.  52. 

.  Salt  of  Art  exalts  both  Sol  and  Lune  into  TinBures, 

i‘  55*  ^oth  maketh  fixt  and  volatile,  ibid. 

Sanguis  Draconis  and  Salamander  of  the  Phtlofophers, 
how  produced,  28,  29.  Its  Inceration  and  Multiplica¬ 
tion,  29.  b.  Sanguis  Draconis  to  unite  and  fix,  with 
Lac  Virginis,  P.  3.  ;i.a. 

Satur  wajhed  to  the  highefi  Whitenefs,  with  Common 
Salt,  ts  then  a  Bath  for  Metals,  P.  r.  402.  a.  The 
manner  of  preparing  and  ufing  that  Bath,  403,  404. 

Scw.-  fVegetMes  confifi  in  a  Lixivial  Salt  and  Sul¬ 
phur,  P.  I.  89.  b. 

Silver  to  extraSl  from  poor  Oars,  by  the  moifi  way,  P.  i. 
4^5*  Silver  Calxes  to  reduce  into  a  body  without  lofs, 
j*  P’  feparate  from  Bifmuth, 

and  the  Bifmuth  preferved,  P.  1.176.  From  old  Cop¬ 
per,  and  the  Copper  preferved,  ibid.  Silver  to  exalt 
into  Gold,  ina.  few  hours,  177.  P,  2.  49.  Silver  ro 
Tranfmute  into  Gold,  P.  3.  44.  b. 

Silver  is  inwardly  full  ofTinbiure,  P.  2.  1 44.  a. 

Silver,  its  Cryfitals  to  prepare, with  their  ufe,  P.  I.  26.  Its 
Tinlture,  ibid.  Its  green  Oyl,  with  its  ufe  in  Phyfick, 

.  Alchymy,  and  Mechanicks,  17,  391.  b.  The  Silver 

Smiths  Files,  and  other  Tools,  to  make  as  hard  as  the 
befi  Steel,  P.  i.  180. 

Spots  or  Stains  to  take  out  of  Cloaths,\\AA. 

Spiders  under  a  year  old,  not  poyfonous,  P.2.  96.  b.  They 
will  live  three  months  without  fufienance,  ibid. 

Spirits  Terrefitrial  and  Elementary,  their  great  Power, 

P.  2.  17 1. 

^Spirits,  what  they  are,  and  by  what  means  they  operate 
good  or  evil,  P.  2.  23. 

Spirit  of  Salt  to  diji ill  without  Retorts,  with  its  ufe,  P.i. 

1  ?•  4*^'  2.^5»  b.  Spirit  of  Salt,  Salt-peter,  or  Aqua 
Regia  to  acquire  eafily,  fo  that  one  pound  of  it  may  be 
made  with  two  or  three  pound  of  Coals,  and  needs  uo 
reification,  225,  374.  a.  Spirit  of  Salt  ferves  for 
Kitchen  ufes  better  thanVinegar,  5,  lo,  378,  379.  Its 
.  great  Vertues  in  Phyfick,  287.  Spirit  of  Salt  Tar'tari- 
2ed,  to  prepare,  392.  a.  It  allays  Thirfi  byond  all  other 
remedies,  and  is  fi  many  good  ufes  in  Phyfick,  ibid. 
Spirit  of  Salt,  and  AJ.lpm,  volatile  to  prepare,  P.1.22 
The  ufe  c/ Spirit  of  SiaV  in  Ships  againfi  Thir%  and 
the  Scurvy,  284.  The  Spirit  of  Salt  in  Apothecaries 
Shops,  of  little  worth,  2.^1.  t.. 

Spirit  of  Antimony,  Tar  tarized,p.  i.  30.  a.  41.  Spirit 
of  Corals  Sugar,  red,  to  pupare,  53.  Spirit  of 
Salt  of  Tartar,  and  other  fixed  Sd^s,  i  j.  Spirit  of 
Salt  of  Tartar,  with  crude  Tartar  to  Ifiill, 

'  d  ,oA  ^  ■ 


Spirit  of  Salt-peter,  white  and  acid,  and 

tile,  to  prepare,  with  their  ufe,  P.  i.  23.  5pifi{. 
Niter  Sulphurated,  2^.  a.  Tartariz,ed,  30.  a., 
vcid  Spirit,  or  Vinegar  to  difiill  from  all  Vegti^kf^j 
P.  I.  10,  b.  From  Wood, in  great  quant  ity,i^%,  ’ 

Sirit  of  Stone-Coals,  P.i.  30.  b.  It  cures  Scald  Heals 
md  all  running  Ulcers,  ibid. 

Spit  of  Grape-ftones ,  a  Spedfick  for  the  Stone  and 
(aut,  54.  a.  Spirit  of  Gun  powder,  32.  Spirit  of 


Hair,  W  Horns,  1 1 .  0/ Man’s  Hair.  5  i.  I,  dtjfol- 

ibi^  O/Harts-horn,  wnh  ds  Venues,  51,^2.  Spirit 

5  2.  Spirit  of  Sal- Armo- 
niack,  or  Urine,  to prepape,  P.  i.  49.  pts  Vertues  and 

opirits  Salts  of  ATmerals,  P.  j.  12 

Spirits  0/’ Metals  and  Minerals  volatile,  P.  i.  I2  P  2. 

7  r.  b.  162,  2 1 8  a.  Spirit  of  Zinck,  to  prepare,  p[  i’ 
23.  Of  the  Drofs  of  Regulus  Martis,  %irit  of 
^  of  great  power 

Spi^i^of'Jupiter,P.V33. 
Spirit  of  Mars  w^Vous  Vertues,  P.  3.  46.  b.  Spirk 
Gold,  W  Silver,  Tartanz^ed,  P,  i.  ±1.  Spirit  of 
Mercury  Tartariz^ed,  ibid. 

Spirit  of  Muft,  or  new  Wine,  to  prepare,  P.  i.  <  2  Soi- 
m  of  Paper,  w  Un„en  cloh,  Spirit  si, 

•  tt  ,/'7'  OX  1 3-  Spirit  of  Tar¬ 

tar,  36.  Its  Ufe,  37.  Spirit  and  Oyl  of  Tartar  loan¬ 
ed  with  Metals  and  Minerals,  38.  Spirit  of  Vin^ar 
Honey  W  Sugar,  ii.  Spirit  of  Sulphur,  u.  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Vitriol  volatile,  with  its  vertues  and  «/e  P  j 

Vrl  of  Vitriol  Woo/zf/ 

ufe  and  dofe,  ibid.  * 

A  Spirit  to  be  drawn  from  Wine  {by  the  help  of  a  fecret 
Ferment)  by  which  other  Wines  may  be  amended  P  2 
Tartar,  by  the  fame  Ferment,  218,’b’ 

TM  prepare,  that  will  draw  out  the 

y»^»re  of Gold,  1 39.  Spirit  of  Wine,  by  its  flame 
ddcifies  aUfowr  and  bitter  things,  190.  bf  SpHt  of 
Wine  Alcohzate  extrais  the  TinBures  of  allthtms 
carries  them  over  the  Helm,  is  of  admirable  u(e 
for  Phyficians,  and  may  be  acquired  as  cheap  as  other 

zed  with  the  Salt  of  Art,  carries  over  the  Helm  the 
Effences  of  Vegetables,'  Animals,  and  Minerals  P  ? 

54, 56- a-  '  T 

Springs,  whether  fait  or  fweet,  their  Original,  P,  j. 

248.  b.  249  The  reafon  why  fome  Springs  are  frefh 
~  and  others  fait,  and  why  fome  are  more  fait  thane^ 
thers,  P.  Ii  256. 

Steel  or  Iron  to  Solder  without  Fife  or  Brafs,  onelv  by  a 
Liquor,  Pi.  ,80  Stom  of  the  Rems  and  BUdder, 
the  cure,  P.  2.  24.  b.  58,88.  b.  95.  a.  102.  b.  122.  b* 

P-  3»  55  ; 

Stone  of  Fire  of  Bafil  Valentine,  P.  3.  65.  Its  great 
powered  vertues,  ibid.  Stones  prepared  by  the  Au¬ 
thor,  Tinging  Metals,  P.  3.  37. 

Sulphur,  burning,  is  the  fymbol  of  Death,  P.  i.  254.  b. 
Sulphurs  kill  all  Corrofives,  and  reduce  them  to  a 
fweetnefs,  2^6.  b.  Vegetable  Sulphurs  perform  it  in 
owe  hours  fpace,  either  in  the  dry  or  moift  way,  ibid^ 
Sulphur  is  the  Original  of  all  Metals,  P  2  6  b* 
Every  Sulphur  ts  brought  to  a  MetaUick  fiate,  by  its 
own  Agent,  or  Vitriolate  Salt,  ibid.  Sulphur,  its 
cold  and  moifi  Fire,  to  prepare,  ibid.  Sulphur  to  flx^ 
by  the  mof  Fires  of  Salts,  27.  Common  Sulphur  to 
purifie  by  an  acid  Spirit,  124.  b.  Lac  Sulphuris  to 
prepare,  102.  a.  Sulphur  of  Antimony,  Eraetick, 
to  prepare,  P.  i.  30.  b.  Common  Sulphur  to  fix,  in 
three  days  time,  into  a  red  tinging  Scone,  P.  2.  214 
The  power  of  Sulphur  in  Coagulating  and  Tingis^' 
lol.  a.  Sulphur  of  Tartar,  of  admirable  vertue 
ibid.  It  makes  Gold  white  and  brittle,  P.3.  26.  b.  *  ; 

The  Excellency  o/SuIphur,  when  truly  prepared  in  Phv- 
flck,  Alchymy,  and  other  Arts,  P.  3.2^  Sulpht^r 
to  wafh  and  purge  to  a  fmw-like  whitenefs,  and  fix  to 
abide  the  fire,  4,5,6.  Its  ufe,  q.  Sulphur  fixed]  is 
Unicorn  s  Horn,  or  true  Bez,car  of  Fhilofophers  ■ 
b.  Nothing  tingeth  but  Sulphur,  8.  a.  It  hath  in- 
'  C  C  ^r9fs 
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grefs  mio  Metals,  andamtssdsthetts,by  '  f 

Salt  of  Metals,  9.a.  O/tteEkmew  of  Fire  of  bal 

fhm!  aad  SIS  u]e,  ;,6,a.  */'?"'’''4‘'';er'’P  2  9 

Sulphur  toeoavertinto  a  9- 

The  damsr  of  operating  upon  fome  SulpnU  p 
theJ^lh  the  Authouf  sad-vice  to  the  Operatour.io  ^ 
Sulphurs  wping.joyned  with  Gold  andAtlver  mak 
them  irreducible,  hut  have  both  flux  and  mgrefs  reflo^ 
red  by  the  Salt  If  Metals,  lo,  II  Sulphur  ^ 
flxt  without  the  help  of  any  eternal  Fire,  by 
%le  Fire  of  Niter,  1 1,  b.  The  Sulphur  of  Philofo- 
phers  held  Captive  tn  an  obfcure  Coal,  1 . 1-  190.  d. 
The  Sun  (by  the  Medium  ef  the  Air)  is  the  principal  In- 
flrumen/oflife,  P.  I-  a.  Experiments  to  prove 

the  fame,  ibid.  ,  .  ,  rrr.^^ 

Sun  Celefiial  and  Terrefirial,  their  harmony  viith  Ume 

and  Man,  P.  1.  1 5’^- 


A  true  Tlndlure  may  be  made  by  Salt  and  Fire,  for 
the  Melioration  of  Adetals,  455  - 
Tindture  of  crude  Tartar,  P.  I.  50.  Tindlures  of  Vege¬ 
tables,  to  prepare,  ibid.  Of  Sulphur N.  B. 
Toad,  Serpent,  and  fome  other  poyfonorts  Animals,  ‘  are 
flript  of  their  poyfon,  by  a  bare  decohUon,  Jo  that  their 
flejh  may  fafely  be  eaten,  P.  2.  95. 

Tooth-ach,  eafed  by  Spirit  o/Sal-Armoniack,  P.  r.'5o. 

An  infallible  remedy  for  the  Tooth-ach,P.  5  ^5- 
Travellers  and  others  who  are  much  in  the  PVeather,  may 
be  kept  dry  by  Cloth  dipt  in  a  certain  V arnijh,  P.I.lSl. 
Travellers  to  keep  warm  in  coldiveatber,  in  Coaches, 
or  Waggons,  by  the  help  of  an  Artiflcial  Fire,  which 
may  be  kindled  or  put  out  at  pleafure,  P.  1.  i  14* 
Trees  madeto  grow  up  fpeedily  out  of  Metals,  by  the  Li~ 
quor  of  Sand,  P.  I.  4^»  I7^>  ‘ 


Tobacco  rightly  prepared  and  adminiflred,  effehleth 
great  Cures,  P.  I.  iSl.  H. 

Tapeftry,  its  faded  Colours  to  reflore,  lol. 

Tartar  to  extrabl  from  the  Lees  of  Wme,  191  a.  iar- 
tar  a  forded  by  other  Vegetables  befdes  Wme,  550. 

It  caufeth  not  the  Gout  or  Stone,  ibid.  Tartar  to  pu- 
rife  after  divers  manners,  P.  69.  b.  Tartar  tru¬ 
ly  purifed,  and  conjoyned  with  Common  Water,  and 
pure  Spirit  of  Wine,  make  good  Wine,  like  the  natural, 

Thrufh  and  other  fore  Mouths  in  Children,  to  cure,  P.  I* 

^87 .  b. 

T\n  to  purge  from  its  fuperfuous  Sulphur  divers  Ways 
P.  I.  1 10.  a.  To  make  Tin  hard  ahd  white,  like  Sti¬ 
ver  180.  Tin  may  ferve  for  the  7tir  it  ing  of  Letters, 

in  cafe  of  fecrecy,  173.  a.  Tin,  its 
ferty,  how  it  may  be  wajhed,  fo  as  to  yield  Gold  and 
Silver  on  the  Cupel,  JP.  a.  aoo.  Tin  yields  its  Gold 
and  Silver  to  Copper,  or  Regulus  of  Antimony,  69.  a. 
A  Procefs  to  feparate  Gold  and  Silver  from  Tinwitb 
gain,  101.  The  feces  7vhich  are  fepdrated,  of  more 
worth  than  the  Gold  and  Silver,  103- b.  Tin  is  fxe 

Tniame  of  Antimony,  P.  1.51. 

of  Antimony,  to  purifie,  P.  i5'8-  Tindture  o/Arf 
nick  and  I.une,  69.  a.  Tindure  of  Corals,  to  pre¬ 
pare,  170.  Tindures  to  extrafl  from  Gqv[\s,  and 

with  them  to  tinge  Silver  into  Gold,  P  3.50.3.^ 

tU'SQS  introduced  into  Glafs,  P-2.  I7t'a.  Tinduie 
of  Flints,  to  bring  it  over  the  helm  and  fix  P.2.11 5. 
Tindure  of  Gold  to  prepare  divers  ovaysy  165, 166, 
169  Tindure  of  Gold  and  Antimony,  P.  i.  7°- 
Of  Gold  per  fe,  79.  Tindure  of  Gold,  to  prepare 
with  the  Oyl  of  Salt,  its  ufe  and  dofe,  l88.  b.  With 

the  Liquor  of  Flints  or  Vebbles,  47. 

Tindure  of  Gun-powder,  its  preparation  and  ufe,  1 .  i. 
-9  1,  33.  Tindure  o/Lapis  Calaminaris,  ;>  is  perma- 
lent  in  the  fire,  34.  a.  T\odiUXQof?ebble-fiones,to 
prepare,  45.  Its  ufe  in  Fhyflck,  ibid.  b.  It  abides  the 
f  range f  fire,  46.  a.  Tinduie  of  Metals,  ^^P^^ 
y.  fare,P.%.  67.  Tindure  of  fixed,  69.  a.  Tinc¬ 
tures  of  Metals  to  bring  over  the  helm  with  Proier-- 
pina,  P.  3.  46,47.  And  to  Coagulate  them  into  a 
4  fweetfufile  Stone,  49-  To  fix  thofe  TinAures,  5  i.  a 
‘  A  Tindure  or  Univerfal  Medicine  to  prepare  for 
humane  and  metallick  Bodies  by  the  help  of  a  fiery  Al- 
caheft,  P.  1. 113.  Tindure  or  Anima  of  commoi 
Sulphur,  diaphoretick,  to  prepare,  P.  I.  $  t.  P- 2.  1 5° 
No  TinAure  without  Sulphur,  nor  no  Sulphur  fix*' 
withiut  Salt, both  thofe  are  found  in  Vitriol,  P.  i  •  37' 


'Seeds  contain  much  Volatile  Salt,  P. 

,  69  a.  N.  B. 

Vegetables  wwowofl-/,  to  corteB,  and  convert  into  good 
Medicines ,  by  the  moifi  Fires  of  Salts,  P.  1,  15.  By 
Spirit  of  Niter,  loi. 

Vegetable  Eflences  to  prepare,  84.  Their  great  Vertues, 

85, 103, 104.  ETence  ofSfi\ct%  87.  A  Vegetable 
may  be  converted  itito  a  Metal,  P.  I.  14^.  a.  Vege¬ 
tables  afford  a  common  yelloov  Sulphur,  in  all  things 
hketothe  Mmeral,  iSid.  Vegetables,  their  Concen¬ 
tration,  306.  Of  the  different  Salts  of  Vegetables, 

3©8.  b. 

Vermin  to  difeover  by  an  Exp'er intent,  which  are  of  mofk, 
ufe  in  Medicine,  P.  1.  23. 

jVertues  of  things  to  difeover  by  their  Sigiidture  and 
Charatters,P.l.^1o,^ll^  . 

Impotency  0/ Venus,  to  help,  P.i’.  266.  a.  P.1.5 5.  b. 

Vefiel  of  Wood  ferving  for  Boyling,  DifiiUing,  &C.  a$ 
well  as  Copper,  Iron,  Or  Tin  Veffels,  P,  I.  57.  Veflel 
of  Wood  for  Bathing  and  Sweating,  wh-ch  may  be  1 
kept  hot  at  pleafure,  ibid.  Their  ufes,  in  Boyling,  Di-^  1  ,i; 
filling.  Bathing,  Sweating,  &c.  ibid.  ;> 

The  Vine  draweth  an  odour  and  favour  from  the  Earthy  L 
beyond  all  other  Plants,  fo  that  any  favour  maybe/ 
communicated  to  it  at  pleafure  by  the  skilfull,  P.  1. 
115.  b.  An  Oyl  of  a  fweet  and  firong  odour,  being  ' 

put  to  the  Boots  of  Vines,  ovill  caufe  them  to  bring  forth  , 

Mufcadel  Grapes /or  116.  a.  To  caufe 

Vines  to  grow  in  hard  Rocks  without  Earth  or  Dung, 

P.  I.  192.  a.  Vines,  and  other  Fruit-trees,  to  caufe  to 

bear  much  Fruit,  189;  a.  .  - 

Vmegar,  the  manner  of  making  it,  P.  /.  291.  b.  Vine- . 
gar  to  make  of  Grain,  166.  b.  Of 'Honey,  314.3.  Vi-'  ; 
negar  of  Wood,  188.  It  breads  Rocki  and  Stones, 
191.  b.  Vinegar  of  Wine  rhd  Beer,  how  to  difiin- 
n-ud  them  from  each  otlo/y  although  they  be  of  equal 

•firmgth,  159.  b.  Vulgar  » 

Metbeffin,  &c.  by  Whelp  of  Sal  mirabilis,  without 
the  heat  of  the  Sun/P-  I-  406.  a.  Vinegar  aud  Bran- 
dv  to  dtfiill  7mtb^^  ibidi 
Vitriol  its  grea/'Vertues,  v/hen  duly  prepared,  both  in 
Medicine  am  ALchymy,  P.  I.  135,  236.  Of  the  Spe- 
i/io],  and  how  to  prove  its  goodnejs,  both  for 
and  Phyfick,  ibid.  The  ufe  of  the  Colcotbar 
of  Vitriol  tn  Chyrurgery,  136.  b.  Errour, 
'bufes  tn  preparing  of  Vitriol,  137.  Of  the  rei 
'Vitriol,  13.  3.  It  cures  the  Scab,  Scald  hea 
’etters,  Ringworms,  Ulcers,  &c.  139.  a.  Of 
7vhite  and  green  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  ibid.  Vitriol  and  t' 
lom  may  be  ?nade  out  of  Common  Salt,  P.  i.  401 
Vitriol  0/ Copper  to  prepare  with  Spirit  of  Sal- AfO 

-^ck 
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nuck,  50.  Vitriol  of  Gold,  to  prepare,  with  its  ttfe, 
P.  r.  i;4.  Vitriol  o/Lune,  P.  i.  18, 5  r.  Vitriol  of 
L,une  IS  the  Vitriol  of  Philojophers,  which  Bafilius  ap¬ 
points  to  be  taken  for  his  work,  .P.  a.  Ii8.  a.  Vitriol 
of  M'^ts  and  Venus  to  prepare,  P.  I,  18.  Vitriol  is 
the  Smaragdine  Table  of  Hermes,  P.  1. 41 1.  b.  Vitriol 
afordeth  the  Stone  of  the  IVife,  P.l.z,  The  preparation 
.  of  Its  Fire,  ibid-  Divers  ways  of  proving  its  goodnefs, 
ibid.  Its  life  in  Medicine,  Alchymy,dnd  other  Arts,  1,. 
Volatile  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  to  prepare,  for  the  extrati- 
mg  and  correcting  Ofxum^  i-ri.b.  Hijtory  of  the 
great  power  of  the  Sulphur  of  Vitriol,  ibid,  . 

Ulcers,  cure,  P.  i-  4l.a.  4o.b.  50. b.  581,  58;.  Of 
the  Mouth  and  Throat,  165.  a. 

Urine  may  afford  great  profit,  P,  2.  185.  b.  Its  fire  or  fie¬ 
ry  Spirit  to  prepare^  8.  Spirit  0/ Urine  to  prepare  in  a- 
bundance  by  the  help  o/Calx-vive,  I94.b.  Four,  five, 
or  fix  Pound  of  Spirit  of  Urine  recjuired  to  Coagulate 
one  Pound  of  prepared  Oyl  of  Vitriol /or  the  Secret 
Sal-Armoniack,  186.  a. 

W 

W  Arts  to  take  awau  P.  i  3' 

Wafliballs,  or  fine  Soap  to  make,  far  exceeding 

0/ Venice,  181. 

Chulyhdiit  to  vtcikQ  cit  hottis  oj  the  ffijnc  Hutuve 
and  v-ortues  as  Xunbridge  or  the  Spaw-water , 

Water  to  concentrate,  to  ejuench  thirfi^  and  refif  difea- 
fes,  282.  b. 

Water  to  preferve  front  ftink  and  corruption  on  Ship¬ 
board,  284.  a.  - 

Wa  ter  corrupted,  and  muddy,  made  jweet  and  clear, 

285.  a. 

Wax,  yellow,  to  make  white,  P.  1.  1  /9- 
Wine,  its  vertues  and  vices,  P.  I.  298.  b.  It  is  preju¬ 
dicial  to  be  drank  by  Youth,  ibid.  It  hath  a  great  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  Man,  and  Golf  P.  2.  I  . 

New  Wines  being  fermented  with  S-dl  imuhWS,  become 
fine  in  a  months  time,  and  have  tlje  tafi  and  Jmell  of 
Old  mnes,  N.  B.  P.  I  405-  b-  Wine  ro  mahof  an 
incredible  firength  by  Fermentation,  406.  a.  I  he  Spi¬ 
rit  in  Wine,  Peer,  or  other  Li<juors,  is  their  prejerver, 
I  <9.  a.  Wines  to  preferve  from  fretting  in  Summer, 
186!  a.'  Wines  grown  brown  or  red  by  keeping,  again 


made  clear, -a..  poor  and eagery  to  tend, 

157,  158.  To  amend  and  firengthen  fmall  Wines  iti 
fuch  years  as  the  Grapes  are  not  fufficiently  ripe  for 
want  of  Sun,  299.  a.  P.  2.  Hp  b.  4  [8.  b.  The  ver- 
tue  of  the  (^inteilence  0/ Wine  in  bettering  of  all 
Wines,  P.  1.  ;5oo.  b.  Vf\UQ,Tenacious,  or  roapy  and 
corrupt,  how  brought  to  its  former  fate  and  purity, 
P.  2.  iy.  Wines  to  preferve  and  amend  by  the  Ele¬ 
ment  of  Fire  of  Sulphur,  P.  5.  b. 

To  give  to  French  Wines  the  Smell,  Taft,  and  Colour  of 
Rhenijh,  and  make  it  keep  many  years good^  P.  1 .286.  a. 
Rhenifh  Wine  to  change  into  Mufcadel  by  a  certain 
Herb,  P.2.  1 25. a.  Fhe  difference  of  Wines,  P.  i. 
299.  a.  Spanifh  Wines  contain  no  Tartar,  ibid,  but 
afford  a  double  cjuantity  of  Spirit,  to  what  Rhenifh  Wine 
doth,  ibid.  Wine  to  concentrate,  or  bring  into  a  nar¬ 
row  compafs,  fa  that  it  may  be  carried  from  place  to 
place  with  fmall  charge,  299-  h.  Wjucs  may 

be  made  of  the  jiiice  0/  Apples  or  Pears,  having  the 
relijh  of  the  natural,  and  but  little  infenour  to  it  in 
firength  and  durability,  P.  i.  i66.b.  181,  185,  Of 
Wine-Lees  to  make  Brandy,  Vinegar,  TarPar^  and 
Pot-ajhes,  te)!,  295. 

Wood  to  preferve  long  from  rotting,  P.  r.  189.  Wood, 
its  Sap  or  Juice  to  prefs  o'ut,  for  the  making  of  Salt¬ 
peter,  and  other  ufes,  1 88, 189.  Wood  to  prepare  by 
Sal- mirabilis,  that  it  may  long  reffi  the  Fire  and  /Fia- 
P.  2.  52,  53. 

Womens  to  make  of  a  beautifull  whitenefs,V.  l.iSr* 

Womb,  an  excellent  Medicine  to  prepare  for  it,  P.2. 1 17. 
An  Infir  ument  to  cotiVey  Medicines  into  the  Wombj 
with  its  ufe,  I18  a. 

Worms,  the  cure,  P.  i.  21.  a.  41.3.  50.  b.  364. b.  A 
certain  Remedy  againfi  Worms,  and  the  Fevers  thence 
proceeding,  P.  2.  1 34.  b.  Another  of  no  charge,  1 36.3. 
An  Hifiory  of  a  Child  that  W  Worms,  136.  How 
to  make  Worms  creep  out  of  the  Earth  of  their  own 
accord,  1 04.  a.  Worms  to  convert  into  good  Medi¬ 
cine,  by  theUniverfal  Dffolvent,  97'  May-worms 
prepared  by  the  Alcaheft  or  Liqueur  of fixt  Hiter,  are 
a  Remedy  againfi  the  Gout  and  Stone,  alfo  againfi 
the  impotehey  of  V enus,  1 04.  b. 
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Advert! feme nt  of  BOOKS  Buhlijhod  iy  tho  Authour. 

DF  S1.C0  Pancreatice:  or,  A  Phvfical  and  Anatomical  Difeourfe  of  the  Juice  of  the 
^PancrJlcnjL  .  Ihewing  its  generation  in  the  Body,  what  Difeafes  arifc  from  its 
^  (Zm  <  Irfin  mrticuUr  bv  plain  and  familiar  Examples,  is  accurately  demon- 
“die  Cau?es"ures  .^2««  or  intermitting  Feavers  hitherto  fo  difficult  and  uncertain. 

^ IfffffftMiJ  'm,1lfe' cl'ntr?mrrfi  Unimfar  wherein  is  briefly  and 

p,,Wy  law  down  the  N.1^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

’urCaufc  ^  hij  Cure  confifls,  and  the  rneans  to  effe<a 

prehen  children  in  that  mod  violent  difeafe  of  Vomiting  and 

'  rnpfs  &c  ufefull  likewife  fc  Sedamen  and  Travellers,  Alfo  an  account  of  an  incomparable 
Powder  iorlVouiuls,  or  Bruifes,yt\  cures  any  ordinary  ones  at  once  dreffing.  Sold  alfo  by, 

Powder  1  or  ^  j„g-eHn  ^Htrey.  Price  bound  i  6  -rn- 

^tfTlTmlarTphonfnts :  briefly  c^^/aining  whatfoever  belongs  to  the  Chymical  Science. 
Sol  l  b  VK  Cooper  it  the  Pelkan  in  Lhr,  Britain,  and  D,  Newman  at  the  Kings  Arms  in  the 

pi/y.  Price  bound  6  f\j 


